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(Che following inscription appears 

on the tombstone of 

EIDER RALPH 7. LYCM 

Who rests near the entrance of the
cemetary at

Niagara Falls, New York*

Here I rest in my grave until

JESUS
Shall Come Who is the 

RESURRECTION 

and the 

LIFE*
Then I shall live again to enjoy 

unending existence with the
REDEEMED.

Job 14:10; Isaiah 26:19 

Matthew 5:5

"RALPH V* LYON was born at South- 

bridge, Mass., October 21, 1809, 

and died sfcNiagara Falls,.New York, 

July 24, 1891."
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THE GLORIOUS FUTURE!
________________ •=■

THE KINGDOM OF GOD!
on THE

REIGN OF CIIRIST AND HIS CABINET.

BY R. V. LYON, SUSPENSION BRIDGE, N. Y.

THIRD EDITION CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOR.

LECTURE I.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
“Fear not, littlo flo*:k: for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”—Luke 12: 32.
Our text is a promise, and it looks forward into the 

future as the time when it shall be fulfilled. And this 
promise was made by the Son of God, to his disciples, 
who believed the things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God, and the name of His Anointed—Jesus, the Christ; 
and yield implicit obedience to his commands, in order 
to comfort and encourage them amid all the trying 
scenes which they would be called to pass through. 
Jesus knew that his Church would have many things 
to discourage them in their pilgrimage.

1. Their number would not be lurge: therefore dis
couraging to poor human nature.

2. They would have their own evil propensities to 
contend with.

3. Many of them would be called to suffer imprison
ment and death, for their faith.
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2 TI1E KINGDOM OF GOD.

4. They would have a time-serving ministry, and a 
worldly-minded Church, in connection witli au ungodly 
world, to oppose them.

5. They would be in perils among falso brethren.
6. They would have all manner of evil spoken against 

them falsely, because they believe the truth, as revealed 
in tho Living Oracles, and are endeavoring to live in 
harmony with it! Therefore, he gave them the glorious 
promise contained iu my text: “Fear not, little flock: 
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
Kingdom."

1. The Kingdom promised to the “ little flock.11 What 
is it? I answer that it is tho Kingdom spoken of in 
the previous verse. “ But rather seek ye the Kingdom 
of God." And this Kingdom is called the Kingdom 
of Heaven—the Kingdom of Israel—the Kingdom of 
David. And to make my premises good, it is necessary 
for me to prove, by the most indisputable arguments 
and proof: 1, That the Kingdom of God, and the 
Kingdom of David, arc one. 2, That Jesus is its 
rightful heir. 3, That the “little flock” are joint-heirs 
with Christ to the Kingdom of David. And if I should 
succeed in doing all this, then I shall have made my 
premises good.

1. The Kingdom of God and David are one. Proof: 
Ex. 19: 1-8—“In the third month, when the Chil
dren of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, 
the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 
For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come 
to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilder
ness; and there Israel camped before the mount. And 
Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him 
out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to tho 
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: Ye have 
seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you 
on eagle’s wings, and brought you unto myself. Now, 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, 
above all people; for all the earth is mine; and ye shall
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be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou slia.lt speak unto the 
children of Israel And Moses came and called for the 
elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these 
words which the Lord commanded him. And all the 
people juiswered together and said, All that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the 
words of the people unto the Lord.”

Here we have the organization of the Kingdom of 
God; and in due time it was established in Palcstin 
the land of Canaan, promised to Abraham and his seed 
—Christ—the Eden, where the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ planted tho Garden, and His foot
steps were heard by Adam and Eve, as He walked amid 
its groves in the cool of the day. And from Him they 
received their law, by which they were governed under 
the rule of the Judges, for some 450 years. But at 
length they began to apostatize from the faith once 
delivered to the Saints. Consequently they rejected 
God as being their King, desiring one that should go in 
and out before them like the Nations around them.
1 Sam. S: 6, 7—“ But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, Give us a king to judge us.' And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said 
unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee; for they have not rejected 
thee, but they have rejected me,- that I should not rcigu 
over them." But He granted them llicir request, by 
giving them Saul, the son of Kwh, but removed him 
from his throne, because he did not pbey the command 
which He gave him, when He sent him against A maleic, 
saying, “Slay both man and woman, infant, and suck
ling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.”

Previous to his being removed, the Lord directed 
Samuel to go and anoint David as king over Israel.
1 Sam. 16: 1, 3, 10-13—“And the Lord said unto 
Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I 
have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine 
horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the 
Bcthlcliemitc: for 1 have provided me a king among
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4 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

liis sons. * * And call Jesse to tlic sacrifice, and I 
will shew thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt 
anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. * *
Again, Jcsso made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath 
not chosen these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, .Are 
here all thy children ? And he said, There remaincth 
yet the youngest, and, behold he keepeth the sheep, 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him; for 
we will not sit down till he come hither. And lie sent, 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of 
a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And 
the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose 
up, and went to Rnmah.”

And it is said, that “ David reigned on the Throne of 
the Lord in Jerusalem. *’ And David understood, that 
he was a type, of Him, that Abraham’s God would 
raise up of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
to sit on His throne.—Psa. 132: 11. Acts 2: 30. 
Hence the twelve Tribes of Israel were the subjects of 
God’s Kingdom; Canaan, or Palestine, the territory, 
and Jerusalem the Capital. Consequently, the King
dom of David, and the Kingdom of God, are one.

And David, in speaking of his sons, says, the Lord 
“ hath chosen Solomon, my son, to sit upon the throne 
of the Kingdom of the Lord over Israel.” “Then 
Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead 
of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel 
obeyed him.”—1 Citron. 28: 5; 29: 23. And as 
Solomon’s throne was David’s, and David’s was the 
Lord’s—therefore we have a two-fold argument, that 
the Kingdom of Israel—the Kingdom of David, was 
the Kingdom of God.

And as David was a type of Jesus, therefore the 
period of time between liis anointing and the corona- 

tion, must be tvpicaLo£ the Gentile dispensation, which 

is the period of .tlte.iime. that was tp intervene between
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5THE KINGDOM OF OOD.

the anointing. the Christing of Jesus and the day .of, 
His coronation, when Abraham’s God will place the 
diadem of famnlT nfth n' wn r M t upon His head !_jGlory 

he to God! that day i9 at hand !
Having proved to you that the Kingdom of God, the 

Kingdom of David, of Israel, are one: therefore the 
doctrine, that the Kingdom of God is in the heart, or 
among the stars, or that it is the Gospel Church, which 
they say was set up or organized on the day of Pente
cost, is HETERODOXY !

2. I will now prove to your satisfaction, that Abra
ham’s God, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
hath appointed him heir to the Kingdom of David, the 
Kingdom of Israel.

Isa. 9: 6, 7—“ For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father 
[of the age to come,] The Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, [that is, during his millennial reign,] upon the 
throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, [David’s 
Kingdom,] to order it [David’s Kingdom] and to estab
lish it [David’s Kingdom] with judgment and with 
justice, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.”

Home, and all her daughters admit that the Child 
spoken of in this portion of Holy Writ, was Jesus, and 
that he was literally bom of the Virgin Mary. There
fore, we have had a literal fulfillment of that part of the 
prophecy, which had reference to His birth: which is 
prima facie testimony, that the remaining portion of the 
prophecy will be as literally fulfilled. It is true, that 
in all civil courts prima facie testimony may be rebut
ted by positive testimony. But there is no positive 
testimony in earth, or heaven’s statute book, that the 
unfulfilled portion of this prophecy, is not to have n 
literal fulfillment; hence the government of Israel, and 
of the world to come, will be upon the shoulder of 
Jesus, the Christ; and upon David’s throne and king-
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6 T1IE KINGDOM OF GOD.

dom, Ho will be placed by Abraham’s God, in order 
“to establish it with judgment and justice, from hence
forth even forever.” And as David’s kingdom was 
located in Palestine, and the twelve Tribes of Israel 
were the subjects of His Kingdom, and Jerusalem the 
Capital, therefore Christ’s Kingdom will be located in 
Palestine, and the twelve Tribes of Israel will be gath
ered from among the nations subsequent to Ilis coming, 
in a mortal stale, and a new covenant will be made with 
them, “who awake” or open their eyes to “look on him 
whom they have pierced ”—and acknowledge him as the 

Life-Giver and Rightful Heir to the throne—the 
kingdom of David. Then they will bo brought into tho 
land of Canaan—and they will constitute the children 
or native-born subjects of His Kingdom—and Jerusalem 

rebuilt, the capital.
And the Gentiles—“ who have not heard his fame, 

neither have seen his glory,” will* be subdued and 
become Provinces of His Kingdom.

The testimony of Ezekiel is in point; please listen to 
it: Ezek. 21: 25-27—“And thou profane, wicked 
prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall 
have an end, Thus saitli the Lord God; Remove the 
diadem,* and take off the crown: this shall not be the 
same; exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be no 
more, until he come, whose right it is; and I will give 
it him.” This witness testifies to the following facts:

1. That the Kingdom of Israel, or David, should be 
overturned.

2. That it should remain in its overturned stale, until 
Christ should come to reign as king.

3. That when he shall come to reign as king, Abra
ham’s God will give him the very it, which has been 
overturned. Ami tho testimony of the papal and prot- 
estnnt world is, that it was the Kingdom of Israel, or 
David, which has been overturned. Therefore we have 
a three-fold argument, to prove, that Jesus, the Christ, 
is dcsLincd to have the throne of the kingdom of David. 
And all that the infidel world need to do, in order to
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7TIIK KINGDOM OF GOD.

learn the truthfulness of this portion of the Living 
Oracles, is, to fix his eye upon Judah’s land, and he 
will find, that it is in the hand of the Ottoman power, 
and has been “divided for gainbut it is ere long to 
become Immanuel’s land, and the home of his twelve 
apostles. The 144,000, who will constitute his body 
guard—the grand musician, and the dwelling place of 

Israel.
As you are all honest: therefore you will credit the 

testimony of Gabriel to Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
Luke 1: 31-33—“Thou shall bring forth a son, and 
shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever: 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” Rome and 
all her daughters earnestly contend, that the promise of 
Gabriel, concerning the conception and birth of Jesus, 
has had a literal fulfillment. Consequently their testi
mony is in harmony with that of Gabriel's, that at some 
future day, he will literally “reign in Mount Zion, and 
in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously,” over 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel, after they shall have 
been restored to their own land, which is now under the 
iron heel of the Ottoman power. “ For the Lord hath 
chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. This 
is my rest for ever: here will I dwell, for I have desired 
it. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of tho 
great King.” Again, your attention is invited to the 
covenant, and oath of Abraham’s God unto David. 
Psa. 89: 2, 3, 20-37—“I have made a covenant with 
my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy 
seed will I establish forever, and build up thy throne to 
all generations.” * * I have found David my servant; 
with my holy oil have I anointed him; With whom my 
hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen 
him. The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son 
of wickedness afflict him. And I will beat down his 
foes before li*s face, and plague them that hate him.
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8 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: 
and in my name shall his horn bo exalted. I will set 
his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. 
He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and 
the rock of my salvation. Also I will make him my 
first-born, higher than all the kings of the earth. My 
mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my cove
nant shall stand fast with him. His seed also will I 
make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of 
heaven. If his children forsake my law, and walk not 
in my judgments; If they break my statutes, and keep 
not my commandments; Then will I visit their trans
gressions with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless my loving kindness will I not utterly take 
from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My cove
nant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone 

out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness 
that I will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure 
for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful 
witness in heaven.”

In this interesting portion of Holy Writ, the follow
ing truths are clearly presentod for our reception or 
rejection.

1. The covenant and oath, which Abraham's God 
made with David, centers in the first-born, from the 
dead, Christ.

2. That God would make him [Christ] highc 
the king3 of the earth; for he shall have the honorary 
title, “ King of kings, and Lord of lords," and be King 
over all the earth.—Psa. 72.

3. That God would keep his mercy for him for ever, 
and His covenant should stand fast with him.

4. That David's seed should endure for ever; and hi3 
throne or kingdom as the days of heaven.

5. That if his children, Israel, forsake the law of 
God, and walk not in His judgments, and break His 
statutes, and keep not His commandment, then lie 
would visit them with a rod for their transgressions, 
and chastise them with stripes for their iniquity.

r than
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9THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

6. Although Israel may rebel, and bring upon them
selves, as a nation, wrath to the uttermost I Neverthe
less, God will not take away His loving kindness from 
them, nor suffer His faithfulness to fail.

7. God will not break His covenant with David, nor 
alter the utterances, which He has made to him.

8. Abraham’s God hath sworn by His holiness, that 
He will not lie unto David! Therefore, His seed shall 
endure forever, and his throne or kingdom shall be made 
under the reign of Christ and the little flock, as perma
nent as the sun 1 It shall be established for ever as the 
moon, and as a faithful witness in the world to come 1

Gentlemen and Ladies! TV hen you shall have proved, 
that God is not a sinless being; that Judah and Israel 
have never rebelled against Him, and been chastised, 
broken up as a nation, and put out the sun, and blown 
out the moon! then you will be in possession of valid 
testimony, to prove that we are not preaching the Gos
pel to you to-day 1 Is there an individual here, whose 
heart is opposed to this glorious truth, that will make 
the effort?

In further proof of my proposition, I will invite your 
attention to Psa. 132: 11—“The Lord hath sworn in 
truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit 
of thy body will I set upon thy throne.” And Peter in 
his sermon on the day of Pentecost, quotes this scripture, 
and applies it to Christ, Acts 2: 30—“Therefore being 
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” 
Hence, Christ must have, according to David’s knowl
edge, and Peter's preaching, the throne, the kingdom of 
David. And every man, who is qualified to preach the 
Gospel, knows that Palestine was the territory of David’s 
kingdom; the twelve tribes of Israel, the subjects, and 
Jerusalem the Capital, therefore, Israel must be gathered 
into the land of Canaan, Jerusalem be built up, and 
become the city of the great King, Christ, the prince of 
the house of David, and author of life.

1*
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10 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

2 Sam. 7: 11, 12—11 And as since the time that I 

commanded judges to be over my people, Israel, and have 
caused thee to rest from all thine enemies; also, the Lord 

telleth thee that he will make thee an house. And 
when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kin0 
dom.” Now it is clear to my mind that the seed spoken 
of in this text, which was to come out of the loins of 
David and sit upon his throne, was the second David, or 

Jesus Christ.
The Angel Gabriel testified to Mary, Luke 1: 31, 

33—« And behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 

bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 
Borne and all her daughters, earnestly contend that the 
promise of Gabriel concerning the conception and birth 
of Jesus, has had a literal fulfillment. Consequently 
their testimony is in harmony with that of Gabriel’s, that 
at some future day lie will literally 11 reign in Mount 
Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancicuts glorious* 
ly,” over the twelve tribes of Israel, after they shall have 
been restored to their own land, which is now under the 
iron heel of the Ottoman power.

The faith of the wise men of the east, is in harmony 
with David’s knowlegc and Peter’s preaching. Matt. 
2: 2—“Saying, Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews ? for we have seen Ins star in the cast, and are come 
to worship him.” Again, when Jesus was arraigned be
fore the bar of Pilate, he asked him the following ques
tion: “Art tljpu the king of the Jews? Jesus replied, 
Thou sayest that I am a King.” One of the strongest 
expressions that could be used to answer in the affirma
tive, as all know, who are acquainted with the ancient 
mode of answering questions. And it will be admitted 
by every man and woman, that Jesus spoke in reference 
to the kingdom of his father, David; when lie addressed

r»-
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11THE KINGDOM OK GOD.

his disciples, subsequent to his eating the supper with 
them. “I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, 
until I drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.” 
The kingdom of David, or the kingdom of God, as we 
have proved. And when this Kingdom shall be restored, 
Israel, (not “the little flock,”) will “plant vines upon 
the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and 
shall eat them as common things."—Jer. 31: 5. Isaiah 
has given us a beautiful description of a feast, that is to 
be enjoyed in Mount Zion, after the Kingdom shall be 
restored. “ And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of 
wines on the lees, of fat things, full of marrow, of wines 
on the lees well refined.”—Isa. 25: 6. The title, which 
Pilate wrote, and put on the cross, is testimony in point: 
“ Jksus of Nazareth, [Jesus,the Life-giver,] the King 
of the Jews.” And it is a historical fact, that the crime 
alleged against those condemned to die upon the cross, was 
written out and put upon it, that all who pas3 by, may 
learn, without inquiring the reason, why they were com
pelled to suffer and die upon the cross; and in harmony 
with this custom, Pilate wrote the above title, in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin.'

And it is certain that those favored ones, who sat un
der the teachings of the Messiah, prior to his death, and 
subsequent to his resurrection—believed and taught that 
the kingdom of Israel was to be restored, and that lie 
was heir to it: hence, destined at some future day to 
have its “Diadem ” placed upon his head, and “reign in 
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his aucicnts 
gloriously 1” and he gave them to understand that they 
were right in this.

Acts 1: 6-8—“Lord wilt thou at this time restore 
again the. kingdom to Israel.” * * He informs them 
that the time of its restoration was not yet made known 
to them. “ But ye shall receive power, after the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you, aud vo shall be witnesses” to 
this truth, “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa
maria, and unto the uLlcrinost part of the earth.”
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12 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.•

The testimony of James, at the conference held in 
Jerusalem, is in point. Acts 15: 13-17—“And after 
they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men 
and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name. And to this agree the words 
of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David which is 
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up; That the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.”

3. I will now prove to you that the 11 little flock " are 
joint-heirs with Jesus, their Head, to the kingdom of Da
vid. Rom. 8: 17—“And if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." Consequently, they 
will possess the kingdom of David; because Abraham’s 
God hath “sworn with an oath ” that He will put Jesus 
in possession of the Kingdom of David, “to order it, and 
establish it, in justice and judgment, from henceforth, 
[that is from the time He takes possession of it*] even 
iorever.”

Again, Jesus testifies, Luke 22: 29, 30—“And I ap
point unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed ’ 
unto me. That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging [ruling,] the twelve 
tribes of Israel.

Matt. 19: 27,28—“Then Peter replying, said to him: 
“Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed Thee, what, 
therefore, shall we obtain?” And Jesus said to them: 
‘Indeed, I say to you, that in the renovation, when the 
Son of man shall sit on the throne of His glory, you, my 
followers, shall sit on twelve thrones, judging [ruling] the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel.'"—Diaglott.

And Paul takes the position, that Adam, the first, is a 
type of Jesus, the second Adam. Eve, a type of the 
Church—the “ little flock,” so far ns the possession and 
government is concerned. Hence, his testimony is ad
missible. Therefore the Church, the “ little flock,” can-
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not be the kingdom any more than Adam and Eve could 
be the garden, or the Edcu where it was planted.

And in Rev. 20: 4, we are informed that those who 
“were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

Respected friends, having proved to you by the most 
indubitable argument and testimony, that the “little 
flock,” are joint-heirs with Jesus, the Christ, to the 
kingdom of David, the kingdom of God. Therefore 
they cannot be the kingdom any more than A. can be 
the estate of which he is heir to.

4. When will the “little flock” come into possession 
of the kingdom ? It must be obvious to all, that they 
cannot possess it prior to Jesus' coming into possession 
of it; from the fact that they are joint-heirs with him. 
And in Rev. 11: 15-16, the time is designated when 
he shall come into possession of the kingdom and com
mence his glorious reign. “And the seventh angel 
sounded * * The kingdoms of this world are be
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and His Christ; and 
He shall reign forever and ever.” * * “And the 
nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, the time of 
the dead, that they should be judged.”

2 Tim. 4: 1—“ Who shall judge the quick [living] 
and the dead at His appearing and kingdom ?” Here 
the apostle has coupled the coming of Christ and His 
kingdom together, consequently, He can never come 
into possession of it, until He shall return to this earth; 
neither can it be set up until his return. And in Dan. 
7, the time is named. This chapter presents to us the 
kingdoms of men, in all their different phases, bringing 
us down to the closing up of Gsntile rule. Verse, 9, 
10—“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and tho 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burn
ing fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from
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before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 
the judgment was set, and the books were opened." 
Here we have the scenes of that tremendous day, when 
the living nations of earth shall be arraigned before the 
blazing throne of the Judge of quick and dead, graph
ically portrayed. Verses 13, 14—“I saw in the night 
visions, and beheld one like the Son of man came with 

the clouds of heaven, 
also Acts 1: 9-11,] 
and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de
stroyed.” Here we have positive testimony that when 
Jesus comes the second time, there will be given unto 
him three distinct tilings: -1. Dominion, and this "do
minion ” shall not pass away; that is, it is not to be given 
to another or to pass out of his hands. And as the "little 
flock” are joint-heirs with Christ, hence, their reign will 
never end. 2. Glory. 3. A kingdom. 4. The reason 
assigned why these things are given to him: " That all 
people, nations and languages should serve him.” These 
nations are those who will be on trial in the coming age 
for immortality. But you ask what dominion is this, 
which is to be given to Je3us when lie comes? I answer, 
"the first dominion." Micah 4: 8—“And thou, 0 tower 
of the flock, [Israel,'! the stronghold of the daughter 
of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; 
the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.” 
Paul informs us that the daughter of Jerusalem is the 
“little flock,” “Jerusalem which is above [built up in 
its exalted state] is free, which is the mother of us [the 
‘little flock’] all.” 

was offered to Adam on condition.
“ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, aud over every creeping

[compare this with Rev. 1, 7; 
d came to the Ancient of days,an

And this dominion is that which
Gen. 1: 26-28—

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



15THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

tiling that crcepelh upon the earth. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have domin
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.” Again there is given unto him a kingdom when 

he comes; and this kingdom is the kingdom of David, 
the kingdom of Israel, the kingdom of God, according 
to the testimony which lias already been adduced. And 
Matthew testifies (Mat. 25: 31-35) that subsequent to 
Jesus’ coming and taking the throne of his glory (which 
is the throne of David), and gathering the living nations 
before him, and separating the sheep (the “little flock”) 
from the goat nations—then will He say to the “little 
flock,” “ come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
Thus we see that when Jesus comes, the Lord God will 
give unto him the throne, the kingdom of his father 
David. Then the “little flock,” who are to constitute 
his bride, the queen of the coming age, will possess the 
kingdom with him, and jointly reign, and share with him 
in its glory. And only as he shall cease to reign will 
their reign end 1 Israel, having been restored to their 
land, Palestine; then, “ the glory of Lebanon shall come 
unto thee; the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box to
gether, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will 
make the place of my feet glorious. Violence shall no 
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls salva
tion and thy gates praise. The sun shall be no more thy 
light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon givo 
light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee an ev
erlasting light, and thy God, thy glory. Thy sun shall 
no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people 
also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land 
forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified. A little one shall be
come a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I
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the Lord will hasten it in his time.” Then He will 
extend his “dominion from sea to sen, and from the 

rivers unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in 
the wilderness shall bow before him, and his enemies 
shall lick the dust. The kings of Tnrshisk and of the 
isles shall bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall offer gills; yen, all kings shall fall down before 
him: all nations shall serve him. All the ends of the 
world [the wicked having been cut off in the great bat
tle,] shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For 
the kingdom is the Lord’s [the kingdom of David,] and 
He, [Christ] the Governor among the nations.” And 
although this kingdom, when set up, will be the least of 
all the universal monarchies which have been upon earth, 
yet, under the administration of Christ and his queen, it 
will “lengthen" its “chords,” “strengthen” its “stakes,” 
and extend its dominion and glory until it shall fill the 
whole earth, and thereby throw around “all people, 
nations, and languages” its shadowing and protecting 
wing. Jerusalem, rebuilt, will become the empire city 
of earth, the residence of the Great King and His body 
guard and grand musicians, and all “the wealth and 
glory of the Gentiles will flow into it.” Hence, it will 
surpass in greatnes and glory, all other kingdoms com
bined, which have ever existed; and ultimately its Ruler 
will succeed in removing the effects of the fall from the 
universe of God. Then “there shall be no more curse;” 
and then the great plan of redemption will be completed. 
His mission which was to remove sin from the universe of 
Abraham’s God, will be literally fulfilled. Then “every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as arc in the sen, and all that arc in 
them 1 [God’s universe,] heard I, saying blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for the ages of the ages. 
Then God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
the redeemed, will make Jerusalem His dwelling-place. 
His glory will All the earth, and the redeemed will 

bathe themselves in a sea of bliss, bask forever amid

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



17TIIE KINGDOM OF QOD.

the sunbeams of an endless day.! No jarring earth
quake, nor sweeping tornado, nor rattling hailstone, nor 
roaring thunder, nor fork-lightning will be there to dis
turb their peaceful abode. Brethren and sisters, this 
subject is calculated to comfort us amid the solemn 
scenes or events that are soon to take place upon the 
earth. A war has just closed upon our own soil. 
Slavery was its cause, and a dark cloud of wrath still 
hangs over this nation! Upon Europe’s battle fields, 
the beat of the drum, the roar of the cannon, the groans 
of the wounded and of the dying will soon be heard; 
and Gog, the Autocrat of the Russians, Muscovites, 
and Siberians, or of all the Russians, will be seen at the 
head of his vast army, marching on to the mountains 
of Israel; then the Lord’s fury will come up in his face, 
and all nations at His presence will shake, and He will 
rain upon them a horrible tempest, fire mingled with 
hail, the instruments of death, which the nations are 
now preparing.

. Respected friends, I am here to-day as a recruiting
1 officer in the army of the Lord I Are any of you ready 

to enlist? The bounty which the Captain of my salva
tion offers to give, is a full pardon of all your sins, upon 
your believing this blessed gospel, changing your course 
of conduct from wrong to right, and taking the oath of 
allegiance to him, by an immersion in water, into His 
name (character,) for the remission of sins. The rations 
which you are to receive, while under drill or forming a 
character for future life, or a ruler in the kingdom over 
Israel restored and the escaped of the nations, will be an 
antepast of the glorious future. Aud when Jesus comes, 
all who have formed a character for future life and a 
ruler—will obtain it, and be brought into the kingdom, 
where they will be permitted to meet the saints of all 
ages, stand upon the lofty Flights of Zion, and unite 
with them in singing the grand anthem of salvation. 
Amen 1 and amen 1 Are any of you rcadv to enlist? )
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LECTURE II.

THE GLORIOUS FUTURE! OR THE REIGN OF CHRIST AND
1IIS CABINET.

11 Behold, n king sluill reign in righteousness, and princes 
sluill rule in judgment.” Isa. 31: 1.

Here Israel’s holy seer, rolls up before our mind the 
glorious future, when a “ king shall reign in righteous
ness, and princes rule in judgment.” Hence, our text 
is a prophecy—ft prediction of something that was to 
transpire, subsequent to his day.

And to a correct understanding of the truth which it 
contains, it is essential for us to start right, keep right) 
and we will come out right; and all who are. anxious 
to know the truth, will be benefited on this occasion; 
because they will go away wiser than when they came.

First, you inquire what we are to understand by the 
term prophecy ? I will answer by asking you, what are 
we to understand by history ? You answer, by a knowl
edge of history we can go back to the time that Babel 
was built, and show our fellow-men, the rise and fall of 
earthly kingdoms—until we bring them down to the 
day in which we live. Thus God has presented through 
Israel’s holy seers, this world’s history long before tho 
events predicted transpired.—See Dcut. 28 : 15-67; 
Ezck. 21: 25-27; Dan. 7, 8, 11, 12 chaps. Hence 
prophecy is history in advance—foretelling what shall 
be 1 not what may be, if men will do so and so. And 
you would appear just os respectable to talk about con
ditional history, before an intelligent congregation, as 
you would to talk about conditional prophecy, before a 
class of men and women who are of the called-out ones, 
and well instructed in the things concerning the king
dom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ I

Having learned that prophecy is history in advance 
—foretelling what shall be: we shall inquire who the 
king and the princes arc, spoken of in the text.
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I. The King, who is he ? I answer, Jesus the Christ. 
You demand the proof; well sir, it shall be forthcoming. 
Please listen to it? “ And there shall come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots."—Isa. 11: 1. Jesse was the father of 
David. The Branch that was to grow out of his roots, 
was Jesus, the Christ, according to the testimony found 
in Acts 2: 30. “ Therefore being a prophet, and know
ing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne.” And again, Isa. 11: 
2-4—“And the spirit of tho Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord: and shall make him of quick under
standing in the fear of the Lord; and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hear
ing of his cars: but with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
and lie shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.”

Here the Prophet declares that the spirit of the Lord 
sliall rest upon the Branch—Jesus. Men now judge by 
sight, and the hearsay stories Lliat are afloat in the com
munity, but not so with the Christ: when the govern
ment of Israel, and of the world shall have been placed 
“ upon his shoulders.”

The testimony of Jer. 23: 5, is in point—“ Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, aud shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth.” It must be obvious to all, that this righteous 
Branch, is the King that is to reign in righteousness. 
And in Hosca 3: 4-5, lie is called David, or as Mr. Begg 
renders the text, "My lelovcd—Christ their King." 
“ For the children of Israel shall abide many days with
out a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without an ephod, and with
out terphim. Afterwards shall (he children of Israel 
return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their
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king; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the 

latter days.” For some 1800 years, have the Jews, 
the two tribes, been without a king and a sacrifice,— 

and it is some 2590 years since the ten tribes were 
carried into captivity, but in the latter day—the day 
that God has allotted to his beloved to rule the world 
in righteousness—they will return from their long cap
tivity, and seek the Beloved—Christ.

In Zecli. 9 : 9, we have positive testimony that Jesus 
—the Christ, is the king spoken of in my text. Rejoice 
greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Je
rusalem: behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is just, 
and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

And Luke and John, have given us the following 
historical fact—Luke 19: 38, John, 1: 49. “And 
they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments 
upon the colt, and they sat Jesus thereon, Saying, 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the 
Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. Na
thaniel answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.”

Again, Zecli. 6: 12, 13—“And speak unto him say
ing, “Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold 
the mau whose name is The BRANCH: and he shall 
grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple 
of the Lord.”

This temple is beautifully described by the prophet 
Ezekiel. Please read the last nine chapters of his proph
ecy, and you will find a temple, such as the world has 
never had; neither can we have it, only as we have 
what is called by Paul the “ dispensation of the fullness 
of times—the filling up or the completion of time.”

“Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and 
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his 
throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne; and 
the counsel of peace shall be between them both.”

Roman Catholics and Protestants all agree, that the 
Branch spoken of in this portion of Holy Writ, is Jesus 
—the Christ! And with them we fully concur.
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Hence, we have their testimony that Jesus is to be a 
priest upon his throne. And this testimony is in har
mony with the predictions of David and Paul, Ps. 110: 
4; Heb. 7: 17—'" Thou shalt be a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedek.” And as the oflice wojrk.Q£a 

priestis toadministcr graces—and grace being tkc.antidoto* 
ofsin, therefore, the reign of Christ will be an age of pro
bation!— Ari~age,m which subjects will be prepared, to 
be reigned over eternally. And Jer. 22: 6, confirms 
the truthfulness of this position, by giving him a name,
“ The Lord our righteousness.” And Paul puts on the 
finishing stroke, 1 Cor. 1: 30—“ But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.”

II. Who are the Princes spoken of in our text? We 
answer, “his disciples,” “the little flock,” “the bride,” 
“ the Lamb's wife,” the queen of the coming age. Hence, 
destined to share with him in the reign and glory of the 
kingdom I As proof of this position, your attention is 
called to the following testimony.

Luke 12: 32—“Pear not little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” The 
kingdom spoken of, which the little flock are to inherit is 
the kingdom of God—the kingdom of David. And by 
turning to Isa. 9: 6, 7; Ezck. 21: 25-27; Luke 1: 31, 
33; Acts 2: 30—you will find that Jesus, the Christ, is 
the legal heir to the throne of the kingdom of David, 
which was originally the kingdom of God. As proof, 
read Exod. 19 : 1-G; 1 Sam. 8 : C, 7. And Paul testi
fies, Rom. 8: 14-17—“ As many as are led by the.spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God.” * * * “And if
children, then heirs; Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ." Consequently they will reign endlessly: unless 
it can be proved that Jesus will not reign endlessly 
over the house of Jacob.

Rev. 2:26, 27—“And he that overcometh, and keep- 
eth my words unto the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of
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iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers; even as I received of my Father.”

1 Cor. 6: 2, 3—“Do ye not know that the saints 
shall judge the world ? and if the world shall be judged 
by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 
Know ye not that we shall judge angels ? how much 
more things that pertain to this life ?”

"What an exalted position for the saints to occupy—to 
rule the world and angels f

Again, Rev. 20 : 4—11 And I saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou
sand years.

Psa. 149: 6-9—“ Let the saints be joyful in glory: let 
them sing aloud upon their bed3. Let the high praises 
of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in 
their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and 
punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with 
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute 
upon them the judgment written: this honor have all 
his saints. Praise ye the Lord.” Here the saints, 
the little (lock, have been called to sutler for the truth 
—by the world they have been hated, but glory to 
Godl they will be exalted to posts of honor in the 
age to come; take a part with Jesus in the arrange
ment and government of the kingdom; and share in its 
glory. Matt. 19: 28—“And Jesus said to them, Indeed 
I say to you, That in the renovation, when the son of 
man shall sit on the throne of his glory, you, my follow
ers, shall also sit on twelve thrones, judging [ruling] 
the twelve tribes of Israel.”—Diaglott. By this, Jesus 
testifies positively that in the renovation—restitution— 
that glorious political, moral, social, religious, and physi
cal charfge which will be introduced by his return to 
this earth, his Apostles will sit on thrones and rule the 
twelve tribes of Israel.
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But I will close this division of our subject by giving 
you the emancipation song 1 Please listen to it 1 Rev. 
5:—“And they sung a new song, saying,Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and open the seals thereof; for thou 
wast slain, and has redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and 
we shall reign on the earth.” How long? Rev. 22: 5— 

“And they shall reign for the ages of the ages!”— 
Diaglott.

As the reign spoken of in this text is subsequent to 
the 1000 years, it should for ever put to shame those 
who take the position, that the saints reign only a thou
sand years.

■

%
III. You enquire whether this reign is Spiritual or 

Literal ?
Therefore, I will take the liberty to summons this 

entire congregation, to appear in this court of inquest, of 
high heaven i to answer to a few questions relative to 
the case now pending, which I, as counsel for the church 
of God, may think proper to ask—and an answer is 
demanded by the court—either yea or nay I

Was that child which was bom of the virgin—cir
cumcised at eight days old, and accompanied Joseph 
and Mary to Jerusalem at the age of 12 years—a ghost, 
that none could see or handle? You answer, nay! 
Was it a ghost that came to John the Immcrser, and 
Tequested immersion I Bid John attempt to immerse a 
ghost in the river Jordnn? Was it a ghost that the 
tempter led about in the wilderness forty days, &c.? 
You answer nay I Bid Jesus preach the gospel to the 
Jews, heal the sick, cast out demons, give sight to tho 
blind, hearing to the deaf, raise the dead to life, feed the 
hungry, and turn water into wine,—or was it all decep
tion? Your answer is, He literally performed all theso 
things! Was it a ghost that sweat as it were great 
drops of blood in the garden—that was betrayed by 
Judas—that was arraigned at Pilate’s bar—that under
went that ungodly trial? You answer, nay ! Was it
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a ghost that they crucified, and put into Joseph's tomb, 
and called out a band of soldiers to guard it, lest the 
disciples should come and steal that ghost? Was it a 
ghost that God raised from the dead, and that ascended 
up on high? You answer, nayl And boldly affirm 
that all the prophecies which foretold his birth, life, suf
ferings, and death, burial, resurrection, and ascension to 
his Father, have been literally fulfilled.

Hence, all those prophecies, which foretell his reign, 
must bo as literally fulfilled—yourselves being the 
judges ? And as we proceed in the discussion of our 
text, you will sec that your decision is right: because it 
is in harmony with the statutes of heaven.

IV. Where is this reign to be 1 Is it to be in the 
human heart, or in a heaven above the stars ?

Remember, gentlemen and ladies, that you are on the 
stand as witnesses, and under a solemn oath to tell the 
truth to the court. And as a counsel for the church of 
God, I inquire if it was in your heart, or in a heaven 
above the stars that Jesus was born, circumcised, im
mersed by John, performed all his miracles, suffered, 
mocked, scourged, crowned with thorns, clad in a purple 
robe, bled, groaned, died, buried, and was raised from 
the dead ? You all answer, nay! But upon this earth 
—in the land of Palestine—Canaan—the Eden where 
God planted the garden—and Adam and Eve trans
gressed his law. Therefore, his reign must be upon 
this earth; and Jerusalem the scat of empire—the resi
dence of Jesus—and earth the home of his redeemed,— 
according to your own testimony 1 And it is in keep
ing with the living oracles: “ The Lord shall be king 
over all the earth.” “ Shall have dominion from sea to 
sen, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.”

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: he hath desired it 
for his habitation.” “ This is my rest for ever: here will 
I dwell: for I have desired it.” “Then the moon shall 
be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of 
hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously.”
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V. Is this reign in the past, present, or is it in the 

future ?
If we go back to the days of Babylon, Mcdo-Pcrsin, 

Greece, and Home, we shall find that God granted to 
these kiugdoms universal dominion over this entire 
earth. And by the Romans, Jesus, the king, was put 
to death! The kingdom of David lias been overthrown, 
Jerusalem, its capital, destroyed, and the Jews dispersed 
among all nations. And by the Roman power, in its 
different phases, they have suffered beyond description. 
And this fourth kingdom, in its Fagan and Papal form, 
have put to death some seventy-one millions of the 
professed people of God. Hence, his reign cannot be 
in the past.

And if we look at Europe, with her mighty armies 
and vast preparations for war; we shall find Jesus the 
Christ, has no kingdom there. And if we look at 
Palestine, we shall find that it is under the power of the 
Sultan. Or, if we take a survey of Asia with its six 
hundred millions of Pagans—we shall find that Jesus 
has no recepLion there as Prince. Africa, its morals are 
ns dark as the complexion of its inhabitants! The 
islands of the sea, arc under the dominion of the king
dom of men. A war has just closed in our own land— 
the like is not to be found upon the page of history ? 
Slavery was its cause 1 An institution as dark and vile 
as the sun ever shone upon! Therefore, we conclude 
that ho is not reigning upon our own soil, or in any 
part of this vast continent.

But we have Bible testimony to show that our con
clusions are right. Please listen to it: Hob. 9th and 
10th chapters, we learn that Jesus is the antitype of the 
Aaronic priesthood; that he is in the “ holy place ” 
(which is the Antitype of the 2d tabernacle into which 
Aaron entered once a year,) “with his own blood”— 
“there to appear in the presence of God for us!” And, 
as Aaron the type, had no right to reign, (for this 
work belonged to the kings of Israel,) so Jesus has no 
right to reign—and. as noue had a right to enter the 
second tabernacle or holy place with Aaron—so none

2
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have a right to go where Jesus has gone! Ami as it 
would have been sin, for one to have taught that men 
could go into the holy place with Aaron—so it is sin 
for men to tench that we can go where Jesus has gone! 

Hence, rebellion against the government of God for one 
to make the effort to go where he is!

But when you will prove that Aaron had a right to 
reign, then you will have one sound argument to prove 
that Jesus lias a right to reign whilst filling the antitype 
of the Aaronic priesthood 1 Gentlemen and ladies, will 
you make the effort?

Again, Jesus testifies that his kingdom is not of this 
kosmos, 11 world,” that is, not of this state, or present 
order of things. “ But now my kingdom is not from 
hence.” (Greek, enteuthen, “hence, thence, from this 
or that place."—itoiinson.) That is, my kingdom is 
here, from the fact, that it is the kingdom of David. 
And for this purpose have I been bom—to be king of 
the Jews. But I am not to come in possession of my 
kingdom until Gentile rule shall end. Hence his reign 
must be in the future.

And by turning to 1 Cor. 4: 7-14, we shall find that 
some of the members of that Church, had got it. into 
their heads, that they were reigning ns kings, and the 
apostle comes upon them in the language of irony! 
Please listen to him: “For who maketh thee to differ 
from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou 
glory, as if thou hadst not received it? Now ye are 
full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without 
us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also 
might reign with you. For I think that God hath set 
forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death; 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to 
angels, and to men. We arc fools for Christ's sake, 
but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are 
strong; ye are honorable, but we are despised. Even 
unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirsty and 
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain 
dwelling place; and labor, working with our own hands;
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being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; 
being defamed, we intreat; we are made as the filth of 
the world, and are the oflsconring of all things unto this 
day. I write not these things to shame you, but as tny 
beloved sons I warn you.” Because this false position 
of yours, will lead you to reject tliep ersonal coming of 
Jesus—and earth redeemed, to be the eternal dwelling 
place of all the redeemed—the purchase of his blood.

Consequently, his reign cannot commence until he 
shall vacate his Father’s throne, which he now occupies, 
and steps into the car of glory whose wheels will roll in 
fire down the burning pathway of the heavens—plants 
his feet upon Mt Olives—and takes the throne of 
David, the kingdom of David.

A proof of this position will be found in Rev. 11: 
14-18—“And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ: and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the 
four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their 
seats, fell upon their faces, and worshiped God, saying, 
We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and wash and art to come; because thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the 
nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that 
thou shouldcst give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints and them that fear thy name, 
small and great; and shouldcst destroy them, which 

destroy the earth.”
Here we have positive testimony that when the time 

arrives for Jesus to commence his reign—the time will 
have come for a decisive judgment to take place. And 
those who are found w'orthy of life, will come into 

possession of it
Therefore his reign cannot commence uutil he comes 

as already stated.
Paul’s testimony is in point: 2 Tim. 4: 1—“I charge 

thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
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and liis .kingdom.” Here the apostle has joined the 
appearing of Jesus and his kingdom together. And it 
must be obvious to all, that it is utterly impossible fur 
one to reign, who is not in possession of a dominion or 
a kingdom. Hence the reign of Christ will never com
mence, prior to his appearing. Dan. 7: 13, 14, will 
forever settle the question witli all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ—that his reign is yet future, and will 
never commence only as he shall return to this earth. 
Please listen to it: “I saw in the night visions, and, 
behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him; hi9 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 

destroyed.”
Here are three distinct things, given to him when he 

comes: Dominion, Glory, and a Kingdom. And this 
dominion is called the first dominion in Micah 4: 8, 
because it was first offered to Adam on condition, Gen. 
1:28—“And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth, and over all the 
earth."

And by reading Isa. 9: 6, 7; Ezek. 21: 25-27; 
Luke 1: 32, 33, you will learn that it is the kingdom 
of David or Israel, that is to come to Jesus. And as - 
“the saints”—the “little flock,”—are “joint-heirs with 
him,” therefore their reign will never end! For it is 
said in the text, that his “dominion shall not pass 
away;” that is, it will never be taken out of his hands. 
And this dominion and kinodom, &c., is given to him, 
“that all people, nations, and languages should serve 
him.”
by the seed of Abraham—Christ and his Cabinet, and 
Israel, restored, will constitute the seed, and the blessing 
is life. A rich blessing this will be.

And these are the nations who are to be blessed
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Having proved that Prophecy is history in advance 
—that Jesus is the king—the “little Hock/* the saints, 
the purchase of his blood, are the princes—the reign 
literal, and is to be upon this earth, subsequent to his 
return to Mt. Zion, and the receiving of the kingdom 
of his father David, and the dominion that was promised 
to Adatn on condition—we will call your attention to the 

work, which is to be accomplished during his millennial 
reign.

As introductory to the millennium or his millennial 
reign, upon his coming—

1. He mil raise the righteous dead—the purchase of 
his blood, or those who are counted worthy of life—and 
change the living saints from mortality to immortality. 
jProo/: 1 Thcss. 4: 13-17—“But I would not have 
you to be ignorant* brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep,’1 that is* anticipate or go before them which 
are asleep. “For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout* with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first,” that is, before the living righteous are 
caught away, as taught in the previous verse. Verso 
17—“Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
Isa. 2G: 29—“Thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise; awake and sing ye that 
dwell in dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 
the earth shall cast out the dead.” And Jesus informs 
us who the dead are, that the earth is to cast out. Luke 
20: 35-33 — “But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage; 
neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto
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the angels; and are the children of God, being the chil
dren of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed at the bush, when lie called the 
Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. For he is not a God. of the dead, 
but of the living: for all live unto him.” That is, all 
that are counted worthy of a resurrection, have lived 
upto him. John 11: 25—“Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection and the life; he that believelh in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and bclieveth in me shall never die.” That is, 
those saints who aro alive at my coming will not die: 
but be changed from mortality to immortality, “ iu a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”

The work to be accomplished during his millennial 

reign:
. 1. The binding of Satan, the sin power: and casting 
him into the abyss, that he should deceive the nations 
no more till the thousand years bo fulfilled.—Rev. 20: 
1-3. And as immortal beings arc not capable of being 
deceived by satan: therefore the nations spoken of in 
this portion of Holy Writ, who are to live under the 
reign of Christ, and his Cabinet, must be mortal.

2. The great battle will be fought—Gog and his 
antagonist, with their mighty armies, gospel-hardened 
sinners, hypocritical Jews, and all anli-christian bodies, 
who stand opposed to the personal coming of Jesus, the 
Christ, and his literal reign over Judah and Israel aud 
the nations who have not heard of his fame nor seen 
liis glory, will be destroyed—cut off from lifel For 
a description of this terrible scene—please read my 
pamphlet entitled “The Coming Struggle among the 
Nations.”

3. The curse will be taken off from Canaan—the 
Eden—the territory proper of the kingdom—where 
God planted the garden—and his footsteps were heard 
by our first parents ns he walked among the trees m the 
cool of the day. Proof: Isa. 35: 1, 2; 60: 13, 18, 
20; 55: 13—“The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and
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blossom ns the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and 
rcjoico even with joy and singing: the glory of Leba- 
non shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the 
excellency of our God.” “The glory of Lebanon shall 
come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box 
togethor, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I 
will make the place of my feet glorious." ** Violence 
shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc
tion within thy borders; but thou shall call thy walls 
Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

“ The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither 
for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but 
the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended." ‘‘ Instead of the 
thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign, that shall not 
be cut off.”

For further light on this important point, read my 
little work, called “The Sanctuary.”

4. Judah and Israel who escape the great battle and 
are found worthy of the anaslasis zoe—a restoring to 
life, John 5 : 29, which is to be enjoyed in Canaan—the 
Eden which God promised to their fathers. Proof: Jer. 
23: 6-9—in which the Prophet testifies to the follow
ing facts: 1. That under the reign of Christy Judah and 
Israel will be saved, and dwell safely in their own land. 
2. That men will no longer say the Lord liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt; but Lhe Lord liveth, which brought the seed of 
the house of Israel out of the north country, (Russia, 
&c.,) and from all countries whither he had driven them; 
and they shall dwell safely in their own laud—Palestine!

Isa. 11: 10-16—"Ami in that day there shall be a 
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
people; to it shall the Geutilcs seek: and his rest shall 
be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to re
cover t he remnant of his people, which shall be left from
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Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from 
Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Ha
math, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall 
set lip an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the 
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of 
Judah from the four comers of the earth. The envy 
also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of 
Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah; 
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. But they shall fly 
upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; 
they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall 

lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and tho children 
of Ammon shall obey them. And the Lord shall utterly 
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; [Red Sea,] and 
with his mighty wind shall lie shake his hand over the 
river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make 
men go over dryshod. [This river is the Nile in Egypt.] 
And there shall be an nighway for the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was 
to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of 
Egypt.” No chance to spiritualize this. And no one 
will attempt to say this prediction was fulfilled in the 
return of a portion of the Jews from Babylon, unless he 
has a theory to sustain, which is at war with tho Living 
Oracles!

Gentlemen and Ladies: Remember, that this gather
ing is to be like as it was when the Most High, under 
Moses, brought the tribes of Israel up out of Egypt. 
Only the living were delivered, and brought into the 
wilderness—and only those who stood the trial, (except 
children,) passed over Jordan, and entered the land of 
promise! Thus it will be when God, under the Christ, 
shall set His hand the second time to gather them from 
the four corners of the earth, whither they have been 
scattered. And this is in keeping wiLh the teachings of 
Christ, Ezekiel and Amos. See John 5 : 28, 29; Ezck. 
20: 33-38; Amos 9: 9, 10.

Now, my hearers, if you were to ransack earth and 
heaven, you could not find any thing to upset the 
testimony which this witness has given in favor of the
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literal gathering of Israel and Judah, after SHILOH 
comes, and stands in that day, an ensign of the people 1 
Read Ezck. 36: 16-38; 37: 38; Jer. 30. 31; also my 
tract, 11 Scattering and Restoration of Isrnel.”

5. Jerusalem will be built up, and will be the resi
dence of the great King, and his body-guard, or grand 

musicians—the empire city of the world.
As proof we introduce the following testimony. Isa. 

33: 20-22, 24—“Look upon Zion, the city of our 
solemnities: thine eyes shall sec Jerusalem a quiet 
habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; 
not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, 
neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But 
there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad 
rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with 
oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the 
Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord 
is our king; he will save us. And the inhabitant shall 
not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall 
be forgiven their iniquity.” Isa. 60: 14-17—“The 
sons also of them that aftlictcd thee shall come bending 
unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow them
selves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call 
thee, The city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy one 
of Israel. Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an 
eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. Thou 
shah also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck 
the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that 1 the 
Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty one 
of Jacob. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I 
will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones 
iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine 
exactors righteousness." Isa. 65: 18, 19—“Butbeyo 
glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for 
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a 
ioy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my 
people; and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be 
no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 

2*
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hath not filled his days; for the child shall die an 

hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed.”

6. The tabernacle or palace of David will be rebuilt, 
which is now in ruins: that the residue of men (the 
remnant of Israel who escape the great battle,) “may 
seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom my 
name is called.” Acts 15: 16, 17, and in Isa. 68: 19, 
we have thorn named, “Tnrshish, Pul, and Lud, that 
draw the bow, Tubal and Javan, the isles, afar off, that 
have not heard of the fame of the Lord, neither have 
seen his glory.” And lie will subject them to his 
government, and they will become provinces of his 
kingdom, and “bring their wealth to Jerusalem” and 
“ the nation and kingdom that will not serve the Lord, 
shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.”

7. Implements of war will be beat into implements 
of husbandry: and nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Isa. 
2: 2-4—“ And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be establish
ed in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” But now the seeds of anarchy 
are springing up in every circle of society—both 
religious and political. Look at the nations of earth, 
and you will learn that the preparation for war sur
passes everything in the history of the past, and has 
become a science of the so-called civilized world, and-a 
part of their religion! The most brilliant minds have 
turned their attention to it, and have invented the most
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deadly and destructive weapons of death! What an 
expense! What a corruption of the morals of the 
people! What a loss of animal life! Mothers’hearts 
are now made to bleed—fathers’ couches are wet with 
tears—lonely widows and fatherless children are now 
compelled to drop the briny tear—and fond brothers 
and sisters are seen wearing the badges of mourning, 
because a brother has fallen on the field of blood and 
carnage!

But all this will ultimately be removed under the 
reign of Christ; and the white banner of peace will be 
unfurled, and in triumph wave o'er all nations—and the 
song of jubilee will be sung by myriads of voices in 
melodious strains in the heights of Zion, “ unto him that 
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood,—made us kings and priests unto his God and 
Father!”

The subjects, will turn their attention to the cultiva
tion of the earth and its improvement. The science of 
agriculture and mechanical arts will attain to a slate of 
perfection. Kzek. 40: to the close of the book. Isa. 
54: 11, 12; 65: 21-25; Jer. 31: 4, 5. Israel will bud 
and blossom and 611 the world with fruit. All true 
science will be taught, and the time will arrive, when 
the knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth as the 
waters cover the sea.—Isa. 11:9.

Harmony will prevail among the brute creation I 
Isa. 11: 6-9—“The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb; and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and 
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall cat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka
trice’s den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover Lhc sen.”

And as the Lord made not the earth in vain, but to 
be inhabited, (Tsa. 45: 18,) therefore, Gentiles, as well
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as Israel, must increase greatly, that it may be peopled 

by a race of holy beings. Read Isa. 40: 3; 45: 23; 
Jer. 30: 19.

The law will go forth from Zion, by which the 

nations are to be governed, (Isa. 2: 3,) and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem, or the everlasting gospel 
will be preached by the escaped of Judah—(symbolized 
by the .angel of Rev. 14: 6, 7,) Isa. 66: 19; Zech. 
13:9. And in order that they may succeed in their 
mission, he will restore to the people a pure language, 
(which was confounded at the building of Babel, in the 
land of Shinar.) Zcph. 3: 8—“ For then will I turn to 
the people a pure language, that they may all call upon 
the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.” 
This work will go on until the subjects are prepared, 
over whom Christ and his Cabinet are to reign as 
subordinate rulers under the Father, “for the ages of 
the ages!”

Then the Apocalyptical Satan will be loosed, (which 
was bound at the commencement of the 1000 years,— 
and cast into the abyss, that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the thousand years be fulfilled,) 
“and shall go out to deceive the nations which arc in 
the four quarters of the earth;” and these nations 
called, “Gog and Magog,” who are deceived by the 
Satan—are not resurrected wicked men and women; 
but nations who have been living in a mortal state, and 
increasing, over whom Christ and his Cabinet have been 
reigning 1 (not as subordinate rulers.) The test has 
come. But multitudes of them in this “ hour of tempta
tion,” follow this Apocalyptic Satan, “compass the 
camp of the saints about, [Palestine,] and the beloved 
city,” (Jerusalem, built up at the commencement of the 
millennium.) “And fire” comes “down from God out 
of heaven, and devours them.”

Then follows the doom of the Apocalyptical Satan— 
which is, an eternal destruction into the lake of fire! 
Then comes the destruction of the “lastenemy,”—Death 
and Hades in the lake of fire! This is the “second 

death.” Here Jesus tells us what the second death is!
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Not the destruction, (by being cast into a lake of fire) 
of the wicked dead who have been revived into life, for 
the purpose of being thus destroyed; but the destruc
tion of Death and Hades, the sin power—Satan and 
this vast company who apostatize on the loosing of 
Satan—at the end of the millennium I And when this 
work shall have been accomplished—the subjects of the 
kingdom made immortal—the effects of the fall removed 
from the universe of God I then all things will have 
been made new I And what John in vision saw, is 
now fulfilled. Rev. 5:13—“ And every creature which 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever.” Then, God the Father of
this vast company of redeemed ones, descends and 
takes up his abode with them. (See Rev. 21: 3 j 
John 14: 2, 3.) His throne will be in the Sanctuary 
—because the city will be there. His tabernacle or
dwelling place will be with men 1 His glory fills the
earth.

As the sweet singer of Israel has beautifully presented 
the reign of Jesus the Christ, I will give it. Psa. 72 :

“ Give the king thy judgments, 0 God, and thy righteous
ness unto the king’s son. Ho shall judge thy people with 
righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. The moun
tains shall bring peace to the people, and tho little hills, by 
righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people, he 
shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in 
pieces the oppressor. They shall fear thee as long as the 
sun and moon endure, throughout nil generations. Ho shall 
come down liko rain upon the mown grass; as showers that 
water the earth. In his days shall tho righteous flourish; 
and abundance of pence so long as the moon endurelh. He 
shall have dominion ateo from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilder
ness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick tho 
dust. Tho kin<*s of Tarshish and of tho isles shall bring 
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 
Yea, all kings shall full down before him; all nations shall 
serve him. And blessed be his glorious name forever; and 
lot the wholo earth bo filled with his glorv. Amen and
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Often have I thought, I could imagine how David 

felt when he penned this Psalm, especially the last part. 
Let tiie whole earth re filled with his glory ! 
Amen and Ames. 01 what a scene is now before us I 
God the Father, having descended as we have proved! 
His glory in the fulfillment of his oath, (Num. 14: 21,) 
in mighty waves, now rolls over and inundates this 
entire earth. Then Christ having fulfilled his mission 
which was to put away sin, (Iieb. 9 : 26,) in the presence 
of this innumerable company of redeemed ones, makes 
his returns, or presents the work as fiuished to the 
Father, which he had sent him to do, that he may bo 
all in all l (See 1 Cor. 15: 24-28.) And as a reward 
for the accomplishing of this work, he and his Cabinet 
will reign as subordinate rulers or princes under the 
Father, over the subjects which had been prepared, in 
the day of the Lord,—“for the ages of the ages I 

And as Pharaoh was greater in the throne than 
Joseph, so the Father will be greater than Christ. And 
as Pharaoh governed his Empire through or by Joseph 
—so God will govern his vast empire through or by 
Christ and his Cabinet! Hence, Canaan—the land 
promised to Abraham and his seed—the Eden where 
the garden was planted—and among its beautiful groves 
Adam and Eve once dwelt, is to become the scat of 
God’s government 1 And the voice of the Elohim again 
be heard among its vine-clad hills 11 

O come, come, and take a walk with me around its 
beautiful city, view its jasper walls, its pearly gates, its 
street of pure gold. 0 see the redeemed, as they aro 
standing upon the sunny banks of life’s beautiful river, 
whose waters are clear as crystal, as they roll majestic
ally along among the verdant hills of the Paradise of 
God! View them, as they walk amid Eden’s beautiful 
groves, recline themselves among its vine-clad hills, 
which will be dressed up by a hand that is all divine; 
their cars are saluted with the sweet notes which will 
fall from Eden’s feathered songsters, borne along on 
zephyr’s stainless wingl The victor's palm they bear, 
the white robe wear, the conqueror’s song sing. Behold
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them!! The joyful multitude purchased by the Re
deemer’s blood, standing on the celestial hills of their 
Eden home I The days of their mourning are ended. 
They have shed their last tears; they have uttered their 
last groan; they have heaved their last sigh:—songs 
and everlasting joy are on their heads 1 A dazzling 
halo of unfading glory surrounds their once suffering 
bodies. Smiles of angelic sweetness dance on their 
glowing faces, and unsullied beauty lingers at their steps. 
01 their sun shall no more go down, nor their moon 
withdraw its shining. Their saving King is with 
them—their mighty God is among them. A crown 
of righteousness shall ever sparkle on their brow, 
and harmonious music flow from their gladsome 
tongues. No devouring curse, no wasting disease, no 
violence, no swelling Hoods, no passing storms, no 
sweeping tornado, no chilling frosts or winds, no blast
ing mildews, no raging fires, no jarring earthquakes, no 
forked lightnings, or rattling thunders, nor marring hail
stones—nor fear nor grief can enter there I 01 see 
them as they rise higher and higher in glory 1 And as 
angels have in past ages visited this earth—these glori
fied ones may be permitted to visit other parts of the 
empire of Jehovah. 01 Gabriel—stop ! before thou 
durst enter the sacred portals I peradventure some poor 
soul believing this gospel, will conclude to obey it, by 
repenting and being immersed into Christ for the remis
sion of all past sins—then thou canst carry the tidings 
up toony Father’s throne, and tell it to the angels that 
encircle it I 0! my hearer, will you grant them this 
privilege? Amen and Amen.
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LECTURE III.

CONCLUDING REMARKS, OBJECTIONS MET, ETC.

1. Respected friends: You are already convinced 
that I have proved to you, that the kingdom of 
Heaven, kingdom of David, kingdom of God, and king
dom of Israel, are one and the same, and that Jesus and 
the Saints are heirs to this kingdom, and it is the only 
kingdom that they are heirs to! Therefore it is the 
only kingdom that they will ever possess.

2. The terms, “kingdom of grace,” “spiritual king
dom,” “gospel kingdom,” “the kingdom of grace in 
the heart,” “kingdom of God in the skies,” “kingdom 
of God among the stars,” “the kingdom of God above 
the stars,” “God’s upper kingdom,” are terms that never 
in a single instance, are found in the Bible I But one 
would suppose, after hearing what is called an orthodox 
sermon, that the Bible was full of them 1

3. Nowhere in the Bible, is the Christian Church 
called a kingdom!

4. There is not a promise in all the Bible, that any 
of the human family, either dead or alive, will ever go 
to heaven where God and Christ now reside!

5. The only home ever made for man, and promised 
to him in the Bible, is this earth which he now inhabits!

6. For man earth was made. But in consequence of 
his transgressing the law of his Maker, he lost it! Jesus 
the second Adam, has paid the price of its redemption! 
Eph. 1: 14—“ Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession unto 
the praise of his glory.” And this “inheritance” is the 
earth. For the Father of onr Lord Jesus Christ has 
promised to give it to him.—Ps. 2 : 8. And David has 
informed us that “ the meek shall inherit the earth. ”— 
Ps. 37: Matt. 13: 44-46—Again: The “kingdom 
of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which
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when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth, and selleth all that he hath, and buycth that 
field.” Again: “The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a merchant man seeking goodly pearls: who, when he 
had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all 
that he had, and benight it.” Here, Jesus informs us 
that “the kingdom of heaven," “the kingdom of Israel,” 
“the kingdom of David,” “of God, 
treasure hid in a field.” Agro—“a field, land, ail 
estate, a country residence, the country, in the country.” 
(Liddle and Scott.) The field, is the land promised to 
Abraham; the treasure hid, is the children of promise, 
of faith, who have been deposited in it. The “pearls” 
are those who have died in the faith—the sheep, and in 
various parts of the earth (which is to be given to 
Jesus) they have been buried, or their bones left to 
bleach upon the Alpine hills 1 Jesus is the merchant
man. Hence the earth, the field, the treasure, the 
pearls, belong to him. Therefore, the title is in him, 
and at the time appointed he will come and redeem it> 
(Canaan,) and give it to the heirs of promise 1

7. In Dan. 2d chap., we are informed, that it is in 
the days of the divided state of the iron (Roman) king
dom, that the God of heaven sets up a kingdom. And 
as the western Roman Empire was not divided into ten 
kingdoms, symbolized by the feet and toes of the image, 
until A. D. 476, therefore, Jesus could not come into 
possession of his kingdom while the Roman kingdom 
was a unit I Hence the stone could not commence 
smiting the image upon its feet at the birth of Christ, 
or on the day of Pentecost. Therefore, it is the height 
of ignorance^ for professed teachers of the Gospel, to 
talk about the kingdom being set up on the day of 
Pentecost, and that it is the Church!

S. And as the kingdom of Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Grecia and Rome, were literal^ tangible kingdoms, and 
located upon this earth, so God’s kingdom will be a 
literal, tangible kingdom, and located upon the earth 1 

9. And as their grant was universal, so God’s king* 
dom, under the administration of Christ and his Cabinet, 
will become universal!

is likened to a» u
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10. In Luke 10: 12, we are informed that a 

certain nobleman (this nobleman is Christ,) has gone 
into a far country, (this far country is heaven where 
God resides,) to receive for himself a kingdom and to 
return. And when the time shall arrive for him to 
return to this earth, God has sworn under a solemn oath, 
that he will give him the throne and kingdom of his 
Father David 1 Then the promise which lie made to 
his disciples, on that memorable night in which he 
instituted the supper, will be fulfilled: “I will not drink 
henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom." See 
Luke 22: IS. Matt. 26: 29. Jer. 31: 5.

I will now notice the most prominent texts which our 
heterodox neighbors adduce to prove that the Church 
is the kingdom, or that it is set up in the heart, &c.y

Matt. 11: 11—“ Indeed I say unto you among those 
born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Immerser; yet the least in the kingdom of iho 
heavens is superior to him."—Diaglott. This text is 
often quoted, to prove that the kingdom is set up. But 
it is the height of folly, for any one to harbor the thought 
for a moment, that the African, who is a member of the 
Church of God, is greater than John the immerser. 
But when this African shall be made immortal, and 
come into the kingdom state with the thief, he will be 
greater than John the Immerser was, in his day. 
5latt. 11: 12—“And from the days of John the Iin- 

merser till now, the kingdom of the heavens has been 
forcibly assailed, aud the violent seize it."—Emphatic 
Diaglott. Basileia, is the Greek word from which king 
and kingdom is translated. It is defined by Liddell 
and Scott, “a kingdom, dominion, hereditary monarchy, 
a diadem, majesty or king.” No matter whether you 
apply this text to Jesus, the royal majesty of the 
heavens, or to the kingdom of David; in either case, it 
has had its fulfillment. By the Romans the kingdom 
has been forcibly seized, or suffered violence, and by 
them it has been overthrown in A. D. 70. “The 

Dragon (Rome) stood before the woman to devour the
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child (Jesus)
went forlh under or by Herod; and by the Romans, lie 
was put to death. “The kingdom of God, (or David) 
shall be taken from you and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof.” The Jews of that day, as a 
nation had the offer of being ihe first, or rulers in the 
kingdom, upon their receiving Jesus as the Messiah, but 
they rejected him; therefore they as a nation when 
restored—will be the subjects, and the immortal saints 
will constitute Peter’s holy nation and royal priesthood; 
to whom the kingdom will be given when Jesus comes.

Matt. 16: 28, is adduced as testimony that the king
dom is set up; but if the reader will only turn and read 
the first nine verses of chap. 17, he will find that this 
text had its fulfillment on the mount of transfiguration, 
where we have a beautiful description of the kingdom 
of God in its embryotic state I

1. Jesus had the same appearance that ho will have 
when he comes in the combined glory of all heaven.

2. Moses was there in vision seen, ns a representative 
of all those who shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and Live. Sec John 5: 25.

3. Elias, who never died, was there in vision seen, 
as a representation of the saints who shall be alive when 
Jesus comes, and shall be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye. 1 Cor. 15: 51-52.

4. Peter, James and John were there as representa
tives of the mortal nations, the subjects of the kingdom, 
who shall be on trial, and over whom Christ and the 
saints—the “ little flock ”—shall reign for an age; and 
in this time, he will finish up the great work of redemp
tion. Then God will descend and take up his abode on 
this earth—His glory fills the earth. Then Jesus 
presents the work as finished that his Father had 
assigned to him to do, in order that “ God might be all 
in all." Yet under Him, Christ and the “little flock” 
will continue to reign eternally, over the subjects that 
have been prepared in the age, to be reigned over 
through the ages of ages I

Rev. 1:9, is adduced to prove that the kingdom is 
set up, but it proves too much for the heterodox teachers

as soon as it was born, in the decree that
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of our day; from the fact, that it proves, that the kin"* 

dom was set up on the Isle of Patinos. But a correct 
translation of the text sets the matter all right. “ And 
for the kingdom,11 instead of “ in the kingdom.”

Luke 17: 20, is the main fort, into which the believers 
in a heart kingdom rush. Yet upon an examination 
of this text, you will find that not so much as an allusion 
is made to Christians; but the address was made to the 
Pharisees. <(Aud when he was demanded of the 
Pharisees when the kingdom of God should come, he 
answered them, [the Pharisees,] and said, the kingdom 
of God cometh not with observation, [or outward show, 

.] neither shall they say, lo here 1 or lo there! for 
id the kingdom is within you.” Or as the Greek

marg 

beliol
reads, the majesty of the God is in the midst of 
you : That is, the king is among you, or c< God’s Royal 
Majesty is among you” [Christ.] It is recorded in 
Mark 15: 43, that “Joseph of Arimathca, an honorable 
counsellor, waited for the kingdom of God.” But 
modern orthodoxy, by its teachings, would have us 
believe that these wicked, ungodly Pharisees, whose 
hands were about to be stained with the blood of the 
Son of God, had the kingdom of God in their hearts I 
whilst Joseph, a devout man, was waiting for it. Oh, 
Orthodoxy ! [Heterodoxy.] Well might heaven blush 
at thine ignorance upon the things concerning the 
Christ and the kingdom of God 1

Again, the parable of the “ leaven ” is referred to as 
proof) that the kingdom is set up in the heart. But 
every thorough Bible student knows that “ leaven ” is 
never used to represent the doctrine of the Christ, or 
purity of heart. Matt. 16: 6-12; Luke 12: 1— 
“Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.”

Hence, this parable is designed to teach the corrupt 
and scattered condition that the kingdom of Israel will 
be in, when Jcsns, its rightful heir, shall come as the 
restorer of all things foretold by all the Holy Prophets. 
Then he will “gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them that do iniquity.” (And this gather-
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ing will embrace all the living ungodly Gentiles who 
are dwelling in Canaan, and all the hypocritical Jews 
whether in Canaan or out of it, at the time of his 
return.) “ And shall cast them into a furnace of fire,11 
where they will be utterly consumed! Then shall the 
righteous Jews or Israelites “shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father 1”

The parable of the “dragnet” is presented as proof 
that the gospel is the kingdom. But we shall find that 
there is no allusion to the preaching of the gospel in it. 
Matt. 13: 47-50. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered 
of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the 
world: the angels shall come forLh, and sever the 
wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into 
the furnace of lire: there shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. ’

And as this cluster of parables was addressed to a 
Jewish congregation, therefore the kingdom spoken of, 
is the kingdom of Israel. ( Which they believed would 
be restored by their promised Messiah: because their 
prophets foretold it.) And as a drag-net is cast into 
the sea and gathers good and bad, so in the end of the 
Gentile age, will I return, and gather Judah and Israel 
from among the nations whither they have been scat
tered. (That is, those who are living, and those who 
have died in faith.) But the bad, or those who “have
DONE EVIL;” “THE REBELS—THE SINNERS OF MY PEO
PLE”. (Israel,) “shall perish;” “shall die by the sword;” 
shall be cast into the “furnace of lire;" “shall be purged 
out,” and “be destroyed that they may not enter into 
the land of Israel!” But such as awake to look on me 
whom they have pierced, and receive me as the life- 
giver and rightful heir to the throne of David, I will 
bring iuto the land and they shall constitute the chil
dren of the kingdom!!—John 5: 28-29. Amos 9: 
8-10. Ezek. 20: 33-38. Jer. 30 and 31 chaps. Zach. 
12: 10-14; 13: 7-9.

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



46 OBJECTION'S MET.

Again, the parable of the mustard seed is resorted to 
as proof. But I ask, do men plant mustard seed in a 
man’s heart, or in the stars, or in a heaven beyond the 
bounds of time and space ? Nay I but in the earth: 
and though the “ least of all seeds: but when grown, it 
is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof.’' In like manner will the God of heaven, in 
the end of this a»e, set up his kingdom upon this earth, 
under the administration of his Sox and his Qurkn I 
(The “little flock.") And although the least of all the 
universal monarchies of earth, yet under their adminis- 

(ration, it will “lengthen" its “chords,” “strengthen” 
its “ stakesand extend its dominion and glory until it 
shall All the whole earth: and thereby throw around 
“all people, nations and languages” its shadowing and 
protecting wing—Jkrusalkm built up—will become the 
empire city of earth! And all “ the wealth and glory 
of the Gentiles will flow into it I” Consequently it will 
surpass in greatness and glory, all olhcr kingdoms com 
bined, which have ever existed I And ultimately its 
chief Ruler will succeed in removing the effects of the 
fall from the universe of God I Then: “ every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them! [God’s universe,] heard I saying, blessing and 
honor, and glory, and power, he unto him that sittctli 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 
Amen.

The reader will find upon an examination of this 
cluster of parables, found in the 13th chap, of Matthew, 
that Jesus directed his disciples to look forward to tho 
closing up of Gentile rule, as the time, when the king
dom of heaven (of David or God,) should be set up, 
(or restored.) And at the 10th and 11th verses, he 
gives the reason why he spake unto them in para
bles: “Because it is given unto you [his disciples,] to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them [the Jews as a nation,] it is not given." 
blindness" upon those prophecies which spoke of his

“For
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life—of his sufferings—of his resurrection and asccu- 
sion to the right hand of God—and there to remain 
until Gentile rule shall end, “had happened to them’1 
as a nation, until the Lord should take out of the Gen
tiles an adequate number to make up the cabinet of his 

kingdom 1 Then, Israel as a nation will have that veil 
which has long been upon them removed, by the coming 
of Christ to Zion, who will then turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob, (Israel as a nation.) Amen.

Rom. 14: 17, is adduced as proof that the kingdom 
is set up; but upon an examination of this text and the 
context, you will find that the apostle is endeavoring to 
show the brethren, that if they were heirs to the king
dom, they would bear its fruit in this age, which does 
not consist in “ meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

Col. 1: 13, is resorted to ns proof, that the kingdom 
is set up, but it is positively certain from the testimony 
of Dr. Boom field, and Dr. Robinson, and the blessed 
volume, that the proof is not in the text. I understand 
by the best authority, that the passage should read thus: 
AVho hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath (inetestesen) transferred us over anion "the “Basil- 
eian,” sons of the kingdom, of the Son of his love.

Again, it is said that Joux, the immerser, taught that 
the kingdom was to be set up in his day, Matt. 3: 2, but 
a literal translation of the text will set the truth forth in 
its true light. “Reform! because the royal majesty 
of the heavens [Jesus] has approached.”—Diaghtl.

Heb. 12: 28, is claimed as proof. “ Wherefore, we 
[the brethren] receiving a kingdom.” Now it must be 
obvious to every mind, that has no creed to sustain inde
pendent of the Bible, that it is only by promise that the 
Saints receive the kingdom; for Jesus has said, “Fear 
not little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.” And Peter as a motive to in
duce the brethren to “add to” their “faith," “virtue,” 
“knowledge,” “temperance,” “patience,” “godliness,” 
“brotherly kindness and charily,” informs them that 
“ an entrance should be ministered unto them abundantly
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into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.”

And the apostle has informed us, “That through 
many afflictions we [the brethren] must enter the king- 
1)*om of Gob."—Diaglott.

In 1 Cor. 15 : 50, Paul has positively declared “ that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 
That is, whilst the “ little flock ” are in this mortal state 
they cannot enter or inherit it. Therefore the “ little 
flock ” is not the kingdom, neither is it in them, or they 
in it. lienee, the necessity of being born of water 
(which is baptism) and spirit, (which is a resurrection 
out from among the dead ones,) and only as there i 
begetting by the word of truth and its requirements 
observed, can this birth or resurrection be obtained.

And in Matt. 25 : 31—34, we have the Lime fixed 
upon when the Saints, the “little flock,” shall enter or 
receive the kingdom. Amen.

Respected friends 1 In view of your proximity to the 
coining of Christ, and your accountability to God, are 
you prepared to share in the reign and glory of the 
coming kingdom? If not, commence the work of 
preparation immediately I For soon, that dark and 
black cloud which hangs over thy guilty head, charged 
with the seveuth vial of the wrath of God, will break 
upon you, and you will be compelled to exclaim, “The 
harvest is passed, and the summer is ended, and I am 
not saved.”

Remember the preparation needed is, 1. Faith in the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus. 2. Repentance, which is a change of your 
conduct from wrong to right. 3. Immersion into the 
Christ for the remission of sins. 4. A continuance in 
the Truth as revealed in the livino oracles 1 And 
when Jesus comes, the kingdom will bo yours. Amen.

is a
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THE GLORIOUS FUTURE!

THE KINGDOM OF GOD!
OR Tins

REIGN OF CHRIST AND IIIS CABINET.

BY R. V. LYON, SUSPENSION BRIDGE, N. Y.

LECTURE IV.

THE ALL FOR WHOM JESUS GAVE HIMSELF! OR THE 

OATH AND PROMISE OF GOD TO ABRAHAM.

" Wlio gave himself ■ a ransom for all, to bo testified in 
due time."—1. Tim., 2: 6.*

Dr. Franklin learned the art of calling down 

the lightning from heaven to the earth, but it was 

left to the ingenious and active mind of Prof. 

Morse to learn the art of controlling it, so as to 

use it in conveying tidings from one city to an
other, and from one continent to another, though 

predicted interrogatively by Jehovah, ages before 

Morse was bom.—Job 3S: 35.
* The author's attention was called to tho doctrine set 

forth in this discourse, some forty-five years ago, by an ob
jection which Thomas Paino brought against the plan of 
redemption, as taught by tho so-called orthodox world; 
and, upon his embracing tho doctriuo of “ tho ago to come," 
through tho instrumentality of the la men ted Joseph Marsh, 
he saw how this text, and tho oath and promise of God 
made to Abram—Abraham, would be fulfilled in the ages 
to come, under the reign of Jesus—the Messiah, Gyn. 12:3; 
and about thirteen years ago tho substance of this lecture 
was first given in Borclia, C. W.

3
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Being satisfied that his invention would he of 

great use to the world, ho resolved to go to Wash
ington, during the sitting of Congress, and pre
sent it to them for the purpose of securing their 

influence and aid to carry it into operation. But 

he was looked upon as a fanatic; and to many of 

that body his telegraph was a chimera, a visionary 

dream, rather to bo a matter of merriment than 

seriously entertained. Hence, he met with a cool 

reception. Then he visited England and France; 
but he met with no encouragement in Europe, con
sequently he returned. And struggling on for four 

years longer, renewing his appeal at Washington 

year after year, and still hopeful in the midst of 

poverty and trouble. However, on the last night 

of the session in March, 1843, he left the capitol 

entirely disheartened, after waiting through the 

long day. But the next morning, to his amaze
ment, he learned that in their hurry and con
fusion of the midnight hour, the expiring Con- 

. gress had voted 830,000 to construct a line from 

Baltimore to Washington; 89 voles were cast for 

the bill and 83 against it And this was done out 

of respect to the Professor, not because they thought 

his invention was to be of much use. But prior 

to the passing of the bill, a number of amendments 

were proposed by some of the most prominent 

members of the House, such as the following: Mr. 

Cave Johnson moved that a part of said sum of 

money be given to Mr. Fisk, a gentleman lecturing 

on mesmerism at that time in Washington, to en
able him to carry on experiments as well as Prof. 

Morse. Mr. Houston moved that Millerism should
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also be included in tlio benefits of the appropria
tion 1 Other motions, disparaging to the x^assingof 

the bill, were made; such as to appropriate part of 

the money named in the bill, to construct a tele
graph to the moon!! But the bill passed. And 

to-day the lightning plows the ocean! bringing the 

account of a battle fought a few horn’s ago in Eu
rope. And who can estimate its worth to the 

world ? Is it a chimera P 

Gentlemen and Ladies: Remember that as it 

has been in science, so in theology! The moment 

the preacher gets in advance of liis brethren, and 

dare venture to proclaim what he has learned to be 

the truth,as taught in the Bible!—truths that they 

ought to learn and believe, in order that they have 

a correct knowledge of God and the plan of hu
man redemption which He has devised—the mis
sion of Jesus, and when it shall be accomplished, 

and the exalted position that they may occupy 

under his reign, as the result of learning these 

truths, and yielding implicit obedience to all 

his commands! and thereby fitting themselves 

for greater usefulness, during their trial here, for 

the world to come,—at once the cry of “ heresy is 

heard I” “ They are a chimeral” “ Belong to the 

Apostacy! and we hope you will be so kind as to 

let them alone whilst with us, and preach what we 

are agreed in.” “ Dangerous man!” “ Should not 

be allowed among us!” Therefore he is excluded 

from the stand at the annual camp meetings, and 

from the rostrum and pulpit! And all this is done 

by those who would have plucked out tlicir own 

eyes to benefit him whom they now brand as a her-
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etic! Yet they claim to believe the Lord is soon 

to come! Popery, in the seven-hill-city, is equally 

as good as it is, when found in the church pro
fessing the one faith, or in Adventism.

God is Love 1 The plan of redemption, and all 

His acts in the past dispensations, in connection 

with the one we now enjoy, coincide with this re
vealed truth. Therefore, it would not be reason
able for us to conclude, or even harbor the thought, 

that His love does not embrace His own family. 

And having devised a plan of human redemption, 

it is reasonable for us to conclude, that in the plan 

to save He has embraced all of His own children ; 
leaving out of that plan the curse, the tares, the 

goats, the children of the wicked one—the Devil. 

Peter and Jude call them "brute beasts,” "made 

to be taken and destroyed.” They are the surplus 

seed, a race that never would have been born if the 

"messengers had kept their first estate!” conse
quently the result of sin—Gen. 3:15-16. And

Like brutes they live.
Like brutes they die.

Hence, it devolves upon Him to place His family, 

or cause it to be done, where they can embrace 

Jesus the Life-Giver, and be saved.
And having made their salvation conditional in 

this and all past ages, He can never save one of 

them only as they are made acquainted with the 

conditions, and comply with them. From the fact 

that He is unchangeable, His purposes are immuta
ble and His ways equal. Therefore He can never 

save His own who have died in infancy, or without
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the opportunity of hearing the Gospel; only as they 

shall hear it, and embrace it. And we have posi
tive testimony, that Tyre and Sidon would have 

repented if the mighty works had been done among 

them, which had been done in Chorazin and Bctli- 

saida; and that it will be more tolerable in the 

day of judgment—the day of Christ’s rule—for 

Tyre and Sidon, than for Chorazin and Bethsaida 

because they will be taken out of the grave, and 

placed where they will embrace Jesus as the Life- 

Giver and rightful heir to the throne of David, 

whilst Chorazin and Bethsaida, will be held in the 

empire of death eternally! for rejecting Jesus— 

Matt. 11: 21, 22; Luke 10:13,14.
But if He can and will save the infants and the 

heathen—without the knowledge of the Gospel, and 

faith in it, and obedience to his commands, as some 

teach; then the work of preaching, writing, trans
lating the Bible into different languages, and print
ing it and other religious works on the plan of re
demption, sending out missionaries to the heathen, 

building houses of worship and dedicating theui 

to a God! paying out millions of dollars for men 

to fill their pulpits on the first day of the week! is 

a work of supererogation, an imposition on com
munity, and should never be countenanced by any 

of the admirers of consistency!!
But Paul informs us in our text, that Jesus “ Gave 

himself a ransom in behalf of all, the testimony in 

its own seasons.”*—Diaglott. That is, at the time 

fixed upon in the council chamber of the Eternal

*To maturlon—the testimony Is marked doubtful by Dr. Grlcsbacli.

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



54 THE GLORIOUS FUTURE.

Father, for Jesus to die on Calvary’s rugged moun
tain! lie gave himself—his entire being, by con
senting to suffer the ignominious death of the 

Cross! on account of the sins of the family of God 

—the all, spoken of in the text. And at the time 

appointed he will present them without spot or 

wrinkle to the Father, as the purchase of his blood! 

hence his blood is the testimony.
to

Therefore, we conclude that the all, for whom 

“ he gave himself a ransom for” are “ the families,” 

“ the nations,” “ the kindreds of the earth,” em
braced in the “ oath and promise of God to Abra
ham. Gen. 13: 3—“ And I will bless them that 

bless thce, and curse him that curscth thco: and in 

thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Also 

22: 1C-18—“By myself have I sworn, saith the 

Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and 

last not withheld thy son, thine only son: 

in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 

will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 

and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and 

thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And 

in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed; becansc thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

Count the stars! number the sand which is upon 

the sea shore! then, you will be able to count the 

multitudinous seed of Abraham.
And this great promise Jehovah, under a solemn 

oath, renewed to Isaac and Jacob, Gen. 20: 25; 28: 

13,14, “ And the Lord appeared unto Isaac, and 

said, Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, 

and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy 

seed, I will give all these countries, and I will per-

That
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form the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy 

father: And I will make thy seed to multiply as 

the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all 

these countries; and in thy seed shall all the na
tions of the earth be blessed: Because that Abra
ham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws. And, 

behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the 

Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 

Isaac: the land whereon thou licst to thee will I 

give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as 

the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad 

to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and 

to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall_all 

the families of the earth be blessed.”
In this portion of Holy Writ, God positively af

firms, under a solemn oath, that He will perform 

the oath which He sware unto Abraham, the father 

of Isaac; in thy seed shall all the families—the 

nations of the earth—be blessed. 2. That He would 

multiply the seed of Isaac and Jacob, as the stars 

of heaven, and as the dust of the earth: Innumer
able ! 3. He informs Jacob that He is the “ Lord 

God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac.” 4. That 

“ because Abraham obeyed his voice, and kept his 

charge, his commandments, his statutes, and his 

laws,” He would perform His oath, which he sware 

unto him, “in thy seed shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed.”
And in Peters memorable sermon, that he deliv

ered subsequent to his performing a miracle in the 

name of Jesus of Nazareth, he quotes this promise,
and locates the time of its fulfillment under the•
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reign of Jesus om* Life-Giver, or the times of resti
tution. Acts 3:25—“Ye are the children of the 

prophets, and of the covenant which God made 

with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in 

thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be 

blessed.” And it must be obvious to all, who do 

their own thinking, that this promise has never 

been fulfilled! And that God never purposed to 

bring about its fulfillment, either in this age or the 

ages that arc past!! But like the man who has 

invented an engine which will be of great use to 

the world when built, his first work is to make the 

tools, and when they arc completed, then lie builds the 

engine. Tims, the great Architect of the universe 

has been and still is preparing the agencies, by tak
ing out of the nations a people for His name, honor 

and glory,—an Eve, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, the 

Queen of the coming age—rulers, who ore to share 

in the reign and glory of the kingdom, and a peo
ple to be employed in accomplishing the work to 

be done in the ages to come—the blessing of the na
tions, the reconciling of all things in heaven and 

in earth by removing the curse, and peopling it 

with a sinless race.
II. What is it to be blessed; or what are we to 

understand by the promise—“Shall be blessed?” 

We answer, unkestitatingly, that it is to save. 
Please listen to the testimony ? G al. 3:6-9—“ Even 

as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 

him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that 

they which are of faith, the same arc the children 

of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that 

God would justify the heathen through faith,
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preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, 
In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they 

which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abra
ham.”

Here we have positive testimony that all who 

have the faith of Abraham, or shall have it, arc to 

be blessed with him; because they are his "adopted 

children,” from the fact that they belong to Christ, 

verse 29. Hence heirs to the blessing spoken of 

in the text, which is life—this life is eternal.— 

Eph. 3:5, G; Titus 1: 2. And earth in its reno
vated state, will be the permanent home of all those 

who are blessed with Abraham.
God made a number of promises or covenants 

with Abraham; which constitute the Gospel to be 

preached in this age, as a motive to obedience and 

salvation. And these promises will be the basis of 

the everlasting gospel, which is to be proclaimed in 

the age to come, by a class of messengers, symbol
ized by the angel that John saw flying in the midst 

of heaven.—Rev. 14: 6, 7.
1. “ In thy seed shall all the families, or nations, 

of. the earth be blessed”—saved. Gen. 12: 3; 22: 

17,18.
2. “ I will give to thee and thy seed, all the land 

of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.”—Gen. 

13:14-17; 17:1-8. And Canaan is bounded on the 

west, by the Mediterranean Sea; on the south, by a 

small river called the river of Egypt, and the des
ert of Paran and wilderness of Zin; on the east, by 

the sea of Galilee, the river Jordan and the eastern 

shore of the Dead Sea; on the north by Lebanon 

or Mount Lebanon. Hum. 27:12,13; 34:4-14.
3*
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Dent. 34:1-4. Kum. 13:17-33; 14:1-24. Joshua 

1:1,2. These promises have never been fulfilled; 

but will be in the ages to come. See Acts 7:1-5; 

Rom. 4:13,14; Gal. 3:16,17.
3. God promised him a son; and at the time 

appointed Isaac, the child of promise, was born. 

And, at a subsequent period, in obedience to the 

command of God, he offered him up as a sacrifice; 

‘•'accounting that he was able to raise him from the 

dead, from whence he had received him in a fig
ure”—a type of Jesus, the child of promise—the 

seed in whom all the promises center, that pertain 

to a future state. Gen. 22:1-14; Gal. 3:16; Ilcb. 

11:17-19. Here we have immutable testimony 

that Abraham looked forward to the resurrection, 

or a period of time subsequent to it, called the age 

to come or ages to come, when these great prom
ises should be fulfilled. And that his faith in the 

resurrection embraced only the children of promise 

—the families or nations of the earth, who were to 

be blessed—saved. Rev. 21: 24. And these nations 

constitute the family of God—the “all” for whom 

Jesus “gave himself a ransom for.”
It is true that in the same day that God gave 

Abram a sign by which he might know that he 

should inherit the land promised to him, He made 

a covenant with him, relative to his seed, which 

was to go down into Egypt—that embraced all the 

land from the river of Egypt unto the great river 

Euphrates! And under the reign of Solomon, it was 

literally fulfilled. (Gen. 15:13,14-18; 2 Ohron. 

9:25-28.) And Paul informs us that this inherit
ance was, by virtue of the law, given upon Mount
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Sinai; and not by virtue of the promise made to 

Abram and his seed. Rom. 4:13-15. Hence those 

who blend this covenant with the former covenants, 

and call it a part of the gospel, which is to be believed 

in order to be saved, greatly err! not having a cor
rect knowledge of the plan of human redemption.

III. The seed through which the blessing is to 

come, and the agencies emplo)'ed in the coming ages, 

to accomplish this noble work.
Jesus our Life-Giver, the offspring of Abraham • 

—of David according to the flesh—(Matt 1:1; 

Acts 2:30; Rom. 1: 3)—is the seed in whom all the 

promises center, that pertain to a future state.— 

(Gal. 3:16.) Hence, he will be the Melchizedec 

High Triest—upon his throne in Mount Zion! 

Therefore, the grand medium through which grace 

will flow to the families who are to be blessed 

under his reign.—(Ps. 110:4; Zech. 6:12.)
And inasmuch as God in renewing the promis 

to Jacob, made him and his seed, a medium through 

which the blessing is to come to the nations—there
fore, Israel restored to a union with the one living 

and true God, that shall never be dissolved! by 

embracing Jesus as the Life-Giver and rightful heir 

to the throne—the kingdom of David, whom their 

fathers and the Gentiles put to death! and perma
nently settling them in the land of Canaan—will be 

made instruments, or ambassadors, in the hand of 

Jesus—and his associated rulers—in blessing the 

nations, and filling the earth with peace and plenty.
“ Now if the fall of them be the riches of the 

world, and the diminishing of them the riches of
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the Gentiles; how much more their fullness.”— 

Rom. 11:12.
The fall of Israel as a nation, and their disper

sion among the nations of the earth, was clearly 

predicted hundreds of years before it took place, by 

the prophets of Jehovah! And there is no truth 

in the Living Oracles, more positively asserted, and 

established, than that of the gathering and conver
sion of the residue of Israel, subsequent to the com
ing of Christ, to establish his kingdom in Eden— 

Canaan. And in doing this work, the Lord will 

eminently promote his own glory, and cause their 

restoration to be attended with the most blessed 

effects to all the earth.
His promise is, Ezek. 34: 2G, 27—“And I will 

make them, and the x>laces round about my hill, 

a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come 

down in his season: there shall be showers of bless
ing. And the tree of the held shall yield her fruit, 

and the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall 

be safe in their laud, and shall know that I am the 

Lord, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, 

and delivered them out of the hand of those that 

served themselves of them.”
Being fully satisfied that every one who does his 

own thinking, is convinced and firmly believes, that 

this is literal Israel, we deem it altogether a waste of 

time, to attempt to prove that, which is so obvious 

to all. Nor has the promise yet been fulfilled; for 

then they shall not “ bear the shame of the heathen 

any more”—v. 29.
The following testimony is in point:
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Jeremiah 33: 7, 9,11—“ And I will cause the cap
tivity of Judah, and the captivity of Israel, to re
turn, and will build them as at the first, 

it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an 

honor before all the nations of the earth, which 

shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and 

they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness, 

and for all the prosperity, that I procure unto it.... 

The voice of joy and the voice of gladness; the 

voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: 
the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of 

Hosts: for the Lord is good, for his mercy endurcth 

for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice 

of praise into the house of the Lord. For I will 

cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the 

first, saith the Lord.”
And will not this excite a burst of surprise, from 

those who profess to be looking for the soon com
ing of Jesus, who ought from the word of God, to 

have learned his gracious designs of “ goodness ” 

and “prosperity” to His ancient people? Why 

should that which God himself declares shall be to 

Him,.“a name of joy, a praise, and an honor,” be 

so obstinately rejected, or so reluctantly received 

by any of his professed friends ?
Isaiah 61: 8-11—“ I will direct their work in 

truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 

them. And their seed shall be known among the 

Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: 

all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they 

are the seed which the Lord hath blessed 

as the earth bringeth for her bnd, and as the garden 

causeth the things that are sown in it to spring

And• • •

For

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



G2 THE GLORIOUS FUTURE.

forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness 

and praise to spring forth before all the nations.”
This shall be when they “repair the waste cities, 

the desolations of many generations ; ” when “ they 

shall rejoice in their portion,” and when, for the 

“shame” they have endured in their land, they 

shall possess the double.—verses 4-7.
Zoch. 8:13—“ And it shall conic to pass, that as 

ye were a curse among the heathen, 0 house of 

Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and 

ye shall be a blessing.”
This being subsequent to the restoration of both 

Judah and Israel, from “among the heathen,” 

whither “they have been driven,” proves conclu
sively that the prophecy has not been fulfilled.

Micah 5: 7—“And the remnant of Jacob shall 

be in the midst of many people, as a dew from the 

Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth 

not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.”
This will be, after they have been restored to 

their own land, and in the day when their last op
pressor shall be destroyed; when the “Ruler in 

Israel” shall deliver them from The Assyrian, 
(Ezck.), Gog of the latter days, Daniel’s King of 

the North, the Autocrat of all the Russo-Assyrian 

Empire of the latter days, encamped upon the 

Mountains of Israel, “when he comcth into our 

borders.” Then the Image will stand erect upon 

the mountains of Israel—then the woman’s seed 

will make Israel his “ battlc-ax and weapons of 

war,” in smiting the Image upon its feet, and all 

its ingredients will become like the chaff of the 

summer’s threshing-floors; and the wind will carry

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



G3THE GLORIOUS FUTURE.

them away, that no place will be found for them; 
and the stone will become, in due time, a great 

mountain and fill the whole earth.
Then shall Israel "go out with joy, aud be led 

forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall 

break forth before you into singing, and all the 

trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of 

the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of 

the briar shall come up the myrtle tree: and it 

shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting 

sign that shall not be cut off.”—Isa. 55:12,13.
“ And I will set a sign among them, and I will 

scud those that escape of them unto the nations, to 

Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tu
bal, and Javan, to the isles afar olF, that have not 

heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and 

they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.”— 

Isa. GG: 10.
The escaped spoken of in this text are the Jews, 

represented by the angel of Rev. 14: 6, 7, who will 

have the honor of proclaiming the everlasting Gos
pel of the age to come, “ to every nation, and kin
dred, and tongue, and people. Saying with a loud 

voice, Fear God, and give Glory to him; for the 

hour of llis judgment is come: and worship Him 

that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 

fountains of water.” And the every nation, kin
dred, tongue, aud people, spoken of in this text, 

arc the families—the nations who are to be blessed 

—saved, agreeable to the oath and promise of God. 

Some of them have died during this and the past 

ages, who never had the privilege of hearing the
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Gospel: therefore, they will he raised and have the 

opportunity under the reign of Jesus.
In this time succeeding their return from their 

long captivity; Isa. 27: 6—“ He shall cause them 

that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom 

and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.”
Here we learn that it is through the Jews— 

Israel—the descendants of Jacob, who arc to take 

root and flourish, increase and prosper, under the 

reign of Jesus the Messiah; which will be the time 

succeeding their long captivity: through them, He 

will fill the world with righteousness and salvation; 

by peopling it with a sinless race! And to accom
plish this glorious mission, He will turn to the 

people a pure language.—Zepli. 3; 8-13 

then will I turn to the people a pure language, that 

they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to 

serve nim with one consent.” ..; And it is evident 

to my own mind, that this language will be the 

Hebrew; from the following considerations:
1. It is said to be the purest language spoken.
2. The Old Testament Scriptures were written 

in Hebrew, except a part of Daniel and Ezra which 

were written in the Chaldee—aud by the Jews they 

have been preserved.
3. The Jew's who are educated,—and most of 

them are,—understand the Hebrewr, and when re
stored, will be qualified to go out as heralds of the 

everlasting Gospel, under the guidance of Jesus, 

their King. And every obstacle having been re
moved, that stood in the way of their mission, hence 

their message will be credited and obeyed, 

as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,

“ For

“ For
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and returneth not tliitlier, hut wntcreth the earth, 

and makctli it bring forth and bud, that it may 

give seed to the sower, and bread to the cater: so 

shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 

the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out 

with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mount
ains and the hills shall break forth before you into 

singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 

their hands.”—Isa. 55:10-12. Consequently, their 

restoration will prove a greater blessing to the 

world, than their fall. For “ Those that lie planted 

in the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the 

courts of our God. They shall still bring forth 

fruits in old age; they shall be rich and green.”— 

Ps. 02 :13,14.—Barnes* Trans.
IV. Who are the families or nations that are to 

be blessed—saved?
1. We will answer this question negatively, by 

showing who will not be blessed or saved. In Gen., 

chap. 3, we have a record of the penalty of a law 

which Adam and Eve transgressed—apart of which 

I will quote: verses 15,16,—" And I will put en
mity between thee and the woman, and between thy 

seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he 

said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth chil
dren ; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and ho 

shall rule over thee.” Here we have positive testi
mony, that there was to be a race born that never 

would have been, if sin had not been introduced
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into the world—a surplus seed—two distinct fami
lies, two kinds of children: the seed of the woman, 

and the seed of the serpent!
Consequently, not related to each other. A sur

plus race, that never would have been born, if man 

had not siuncd! Hence a part of the curse 1 There
fore they arc not embraced in the plan of redemp
tion! from the fact that God has put enmity 

between them! And the seed of the wicked one, 

was to bruise the heel of the woman’s seed, by tak
ing the animal or blood-life! And it has done it 

in putting to death Jesus, and the martyrs; but 

the woman’s seed was to bruise the serpent’s head 

or utterly destroy the surplus seed—the children of 

the devil.
It is said of Cain, the eldest child of the ser

pent’s seed, that he was of that wicked one and 

slew his brother; "because his own works were 

evil, and his brother’s righteous.”—John 3: 12. 
Therefore lie was an enemy of the woman’s seed; 
and it is recorded " that they shall be cut off” from 

life, “ from among the children of men ”—the chil
dren of God.—Ps. 21:10; 37: 28.

And their depravity is graphically portrayed in 

Ps. 14:1-5; Isa. 1: 5,6; Horn. 1:18-32—“ The fool 

hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are 

corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is 

none that doetli good. The Lord looked down 

from heaven upon the children of men, to see if 

there were any that did understand and seek God. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together be
come filthy; there is none that doetli good, no, not
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one. Have all the workers of iniquity no knowl
edge ? who cat up my people as they eat bread, and 

call not upon the Lord..........
Why should yc be stricken any more P ye will 

revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and 

the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot 

even unto the head there is no soundess in it; but 

■wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they 

have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 

mollified with ointment..........
And even as they did not like to retain God in 

their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind, to do those things which arc not convenient: 

being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 

wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 

envy, murder, debate, deceit,malignity; whisperers, 
backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boast
ers, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

■without understanding, covenant breakers, without 

natural affection, implacable, unmerciful; who, 

knowing the judgment of God, that they which 

commit such things are worthy of death; not only 

do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 

them.”
And David informs us, Ps. 58:3-5, that they 

“ are estranged from the womb: they go astray as 

soon as they be born, speaking lies. Their poison 

is like the poison of a seipent: they are like the 

deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; which will not 

hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never 

so wisely.” Because they have no innate love of 

truth and righteousness, have no aspirations for 

anything that is heavenly or God-like! No desire
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to be associated with the pure and the blessed of all 

past ages, in the world to come! No eligibility to 

eternal life! They are “not of God” Therefore, 

“they cannot hear his word.”—John 8: 43-47. 

Hence, Jesus is to them, “ as a root out of a dry 

ground: lie hath no form nor comeliness—no beauty 

that they should desire huh.”—Isa. 53: 2. Consc- 

quently they have a strong aversion to him. And 

when the “Ethiopian can change his skin, or the 

Leopard his spots! then may they do good, that 

arc accustomed to do evil. Therefore will God 

scatter them as the stubble that passetli away by 

the wind of the wilderness.”—Jer. 13: 23, 24.
And Solomon considers them as having no pre

eminence above a beast! And he asks God to 

manifest them, that they might see that they arc 

beasts. That one thing befalleth them: that they 

die alike; because they have no hope of a resurrec
tion. They have one breath—spirit They are 

vanit}T—they all go to one place—they are all of the 

dust—and they all turn to dust again! and that is 

the end of them.—Eccl. 3:18-20.
And David, in speaking of them, says they are “like 

the beasts that perish.” And “ like sheep they are 

laid in shcol—the grave—they shall never see light.” 

—Ps. 49:12,14,19,20. Arc beasts to have a resur
rection to be put on trial, in order that the Lord 

may know that they arc beasts?, Jesus calls them 

“tares,” and “goats,” “children of the wicked.” 

That they “ were of their father the Devil.”—Matt. 

13: 3S; 25: 32; John 8: 44. And in Matt. 3:7; 

12:34. He and* John the Immcrser, calls them 

“ offspring of vipers.”
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Respected friends: Can you make a sheep out of a 

goat, or wheat out of tares, or disciples of Jesus out 

of vipers?
Here comes in the unerring foreknowledge of 

God, who knew the end from the beginning; there
fore He knew His own children. Trial, therefore, 
is not to add to His knowledge. So in the ages to 

come, there can be no need of putting any one on 

trial whom He knows is not eligible to salvation. 
What folly to put a goat, or a tare, or a viper on 

trial to sec if they would not turn out to be a sheep, 

or wheat, or a child of God! Trial does not create 

a character, it only develops one which already ex
ists in embryo. If a person possesses the latent 

germ of rectitude, trial will bring it out into the 

likeness of God in Christ Jesus. But there is no 

way known by men or angels, neither has God re
vealed any way, to get that out of a man which i 

not in him; or to put that into him which he lia; 

no capacity to receive, appreciate, or to retain.
St. Peter and St. Jude have given a vivid descrip

tion of their character, and final doom! leaving 

them in the "empire of death,” without any hope of 

life, either limited or eternal, in the future. 2 Peter 

2:10-17; Jude 10-13,—" But chiefly them that 

walk after the flesh in the lust of uuclcauness, and 

despise government: presumptuous arc they, self- 

willed ; they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 

Whereas angels, which are greater in power and 

might, bring not railing accusation against them 

before the Lord. But these as natural brute beasts, 

MADE TO BE TAKEN" AND DESTROYED, speaking evil 

of the things that they understand not; and shall
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utterly perish in their own corruption; and 

shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they 

that count it pleasure to riot in the day-time. Spots 

they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with 

their own deceivings, while they feast with you; 

having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease 

from sin; bcguilingunstablesouls: a heart they have 

exercised with covetous practices, cursed children: 
which have forsaken the right way, and are gone 

astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bo- 

sor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but 

was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speak
ing with man’s voice, forbade the madness of the 

prophet These are wells without water, clouds 

that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist 

of darkness is reserved for ever.”..........
“But these speak evil of those things which they 

know not: but what they know naturally, as brute 

beasts, in those tilings they corrupt themselves. 
"Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of 

Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for 

reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they 

feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: 

clouds they are without water, carried about of 

winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, 

twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging waves 

of the sen, foaming out their own shame; wander
ing stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of dark
ness forever.”..........

If this be their character and condition; you ask 

why are they to blame? I answer in the lan
guage of St. Paul, Rom. 1:18-25; 2:12-15—“ For
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the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold 

the truth in unrighteousness; because that which 

may be known of God is manifest in them: for 

God hath shown it unto them. For the invisible 

things of him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that 

arc made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 

that they are without excuse: because that, when 

they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their 

imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened: 
professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 

an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 

and four-footed beasts, and creeping things; where
fore God also gave them up to uncleanness through 

the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own 

bodies between themselves: who changed the truth 

of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 

ever. Amen.”
Thus we learn “ that the invisible things of God 

from the creation of the world arc clearly seen, be
ing understood by the things that are made, even 

his eternal power and Godhead; so they are with
out excuse.” Therefore they will not be resur
rected in order that they may have an opportunity 

to reject Jesus, and die a second time, as sonic teach. 

For St. Paul has informed us, that “ it is appointed 

unto men once to die, but after this the sentence.”
Again, ho informs us, that " As many as have 

sinned without law, shall also perish without law:
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and as many as liave sinned in the law, shall be 

judged by the law; for not the hearers of the law 

arc just before God, but the doers of the law shall 

be justified. For when the Gentiles which have 

not the law, do by nature the things contained in 

the law, these, having not the law, arc a law unto 

themselves: which show the work of the law wit- 

ten in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 

witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accus
ing or else excusing one another.”

The law was given to Israel, not to the Gentiles— 

Rom. 9: 3,4,. 

pcrlaincth the adoption, and the glory, and the cov
enants, and the giving of the law, and the service 

of God, and the promise.” Aud by it they will be 

judged: that is, it will be decided who among them 

have knowingly and willfully sinned in the law: 
and who among them have kept the law: the lat
ter will be judged worthy of a resurrection; the 

former doomed to remain in the congregation of 

the dead.
Aud the Gentiles who have sinned without the 

revealed law of God, shall perish without it, for 

they show by their works the law written in their 

hearts by instituting a penal code of laws, by which 

families and nations are to be governed. There
fore they are a law unto themselves. And those 

who live up to this code, or try to, out of love to 

purity, and God-likeness, like Socrates the great 

Gentile philosopher, would embrace the Gospel if 

it had been presented to them, or should be. For 

the man that will make good use of a dollar, or re
ceive it out of respect and love to the giver, would

“Who arc Israelites; to whom• • • •
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receive ten, and make good use of it. Hcncc he 

will be judged worthy of a resurrection—that he 

may embrace Jesus the Life-Giver, and thereby be 

saved. But those who transgress this law know- 

ingly; and for the want of innate love of truth, 

righteousness, holiness and God-likeness; would 

treat the Gospel in like manner. Consequently, 

without excuse, Die condemned by their own works: 
and will be judged unworthy of a resurrection—“In 

the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 

Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”
2. Having shown who will not be blessed or 

saved, we will, by. the aid of the Bible of Abra
ham’s God, show who will be saved.

It must be obvious to every reflecting and argu
mentative mind, that inasmuch as the Lord cre
ated the earth, and formed it to bo inhabited by a 

sinless humanity! that He would make arrange
ments, and institute a law, and give directions for 

the accomplishing of this work. We learn from 

our Bible, that Adam was made out of the dust of 

the ground; Eve, his partner in life, out of a rib 

which God had taken from his side l And having 

planted a garden in Eden, He placed the man 

Adam, with his companion, in it, to develop a char
acter, that would entitle him to the honor and dig
nity of carrying out His purpose: “ Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it,” 

by bringing it into the same fruitful condition that 

the garden is in; " and have dominion over it.”
And to test his character, he gave him a law— 

though simple—nevertheless if kept, would prove
4
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that lie was worthy of the exalted honor of carry
ing out the purpose of Jehovah.

And as Adam was a son of God by creation; 

therefore the children that have been born, and 

shall be—agreeable to His command—are His sons 

and daughters, and were created by Him in the 

loins of Adam, as the family who are to people the 

earth! consequcn tly the nations to be blessed. Gen. 
17: 4, 5:—■“ As for me, behold, my covenant is with 

thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, 

but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 

many nations have I made thee”
But Adam sinned;1 aud thereby this ktisis— 

“family”* was made subject to mataioteeti—frailty, 

mortality !* Not willingly;” not by any free act of 

their own; that is, not voluntarily, but by Him 

who placed” them “under”4 death! “In hope 

that even the” Jctisis—family* “itself will be eman
cipated from the slavery of corruption, into the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God.”1 And 

this glorious freedom, spoken of in this passage, is 

the resurrected state or ages to come. And into 

this state or freedom, His family are to be delivered.
Those who have received the first fruits of the 

Spirit; are those who have heard the Gospel—be
lieved, and obeyed it They will be “ raised incor
ruptible” at the coming of Jesus: and the living

1. Adam was made capable of .becoming immortal upon bis obedience, 
mortal upon Ills disobedience.' “Eat-—dying—thou thalt dieMar. 
Gen. 2:1U, 17. That is, by disobeying God, no became a dying man, 
hence mortal, and doomed to go back to the earth, from whence he 
came. But if ho had been made mortal, ho was decay able, thcroforo 
subject to death, without sinning, “Death by sin.”—Paul. 2. Korn. 
5: 12; 8:20-2-1. 3. Dr. Robinson. 4. Diaglott; Dr. Bloomfield. 5. Dr. 
Robinson. G. Diaglott; Dr. Dricsbach.
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ivlio also have the first fruits of the Spirit, will be
changed from mortal to immortality.—1. Cor. 15?
51-54. And the rest of this familv who have died*
in infancy, or in heathen lands, or in the midst of 

the apostacy—without having an opportunity to 

hear the Gospel—will be resurrected with the same 

nature that Adam had before he sinned, at a subse
quent period. Rev. 20: 5. For they have an in
nate love of truth and righteousness, therefore they 

“ Groan and travail in pain together,” for a better 

state. Hence they are subjects of hope, and are 

sure to be delivered.—Rom. 8: 20-25.
Men do not become the children of God, by fol

lowing Jesus; but they follow him because they 

are His children. Acts 18: 9-11—"Then spake 

the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Bo not 

afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: - for I am 

with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 

thee: for I have much people in this city. And lie 

continued there a year and six months, teaching the 

word of God among them.”
Here we have positive testimony that the Lord 

had much people in Corinth who had not heard the 

Gospel. Therefore, He spake to "St Paul by a 

vision, be not afraid, but speak the word: ” and that 

word they heard and obeyed, because they were the 

people of God. “ My sheep hear my voice, and I 

know them, and they follow me: and I give unto 

them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 

neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

My Father/ which gave them me, is greater than 

all; and no man is able to pluck them out of 

my Father’s hand.”—John 10: 27-29.
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Again lie says, verses 14-1G—“ I am the good 

shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 

As the Father knowetli me, even so know Imine.
the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

And other sheep I have, which arc not of this fold: 

them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 

voice; and there shall be one fold and one shep
herd.”

This family were chosen in Christ, before the 

foundation of the world! Therefore, they existed 

in His immutable purpose, when the plan of re
demption was devised, prior to the foundation being 

laid, for " the world to be! ” Ephcs. 1: 4,5. 

hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy, and without blame 

before him in Ioyc : having predestinated us unto 

the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to him
self, according to the good pleasure of his will.”

V. This family constituted the world God loved. 

Therefore He sent His Son to redeem or save 

them. " For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 

the world; but that the world through him might 

be saved. The Father loveth the Son, and hath 

given all things into his hand.”—John 3: 1G, 17,35.
We have in this’portion of Holy Writ, an embodi

ment of the love of Abraham’s God, for the Jcos- 

moa—the world—the natiohs who are to people the 

earth in its renovated state. Gal. 4: 4, 5—" But 

when the fullness of the time was come, God sent 

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the

"He
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law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons.”

We have already seen that this family have been 

made subject to mortality, and thereby brought 

under "the power of death, not willingly 1”— 

And God having found a ransom in Jesus; and 

out of love to them, He has sent him “ to redeem 

them ” “ from the grave,” into “ the glorious liberty 

of the children of God.” And to the accomplish
ment of this glorious work, He has given “ all 

things into hie hand ”—“ all power in heaven and 

in earth” to save, "is given to him.”—Matt. 28: 

18. And as redemption includes forgiveness of 

sins, Ephe. 1: 7, Col. 1:14. And Jesus has paid 

the price of their redemption—apolcitrosin—"a 

deliverance on account of a ransom paid.” And 

this ransom was his blood, Acts 20:28. “ Feed 

the ” ekhleesian ton kuriou “ the congregation of 

the Lord, which he hath purchased with his own 

blood.”—John 10:15. I [Jesus] lay down my life 

for the sheep.” Heb. 2: 9—“ That he [Jesus] by 

the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 

Matt. 20: 28—" Even as the Son of man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 

his life a ransom for many.” Then every man that 

he tasted death for, are the many that he gave his 

life a ransom for—the sheep that he laid down his 

life for—the congregation that he has bought with 

his own blood—the nations to be blessed. There
fore, he “ will ransom them from the power of the 

grave; ” he “ will x*edeem them from death.”—Hosea 

13:14. Leaving the goats, tares and bipeds in 

human shape, who have no pre-eminence above a
4*
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beast, in the grave where they belong. For God 

never sent Jesus to buy them.
Again, 1 Cor. 5:19—“ To wit, that God was in 

Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not im
puting their trespasses unto them; and hath com
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation.” The 

world spoken of in this text is “ the family that 

has been made mortal, not willingly. Heb. 9: 27, 

28—“ Aud as it is appointed unto man once to 

die, [not twice, says Dr. A. Clark,] but after this 

the sentence: so Christ was once offered to bear the 

sins of many; and unto them that look for him 

shall he appear the second time without sin unto 

salvation.” The many whose sins “ he bear,” are 

those that he has bought with his own blood—the 

congregation of the Lord.—I. Peter 2: 24.
Paul affirms that “ he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the first-born from 

the dead; that in all things he might have the 

pre-eminence. For itpleased the Father that in him 

should all fullness dwell: and having made peace 

through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 

all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether 

they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”
And when he shall have accomplished this work, 

there will be free intercourse between earth and 

heaven! And what John in vision saw, and St. 

Paul predicted, will be literally fulfilled. Rev. 5: 

13—“ And every creature which is in heaven, and 

on the earth, and under the earth, and such as arc 

in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 

Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto 

him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the

St.
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Lamb for ever and ever.” Phil. 2: 9-11—“ Where
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 

him a name 'which is above every name: that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 

in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 

the earth; and that every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Ohrist is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” I. John 2: 1, 2—"My little children, 

these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And 

if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 

propitiation for our sins: and not for oar’s only, 

but also for the sins of the whole world.” In this 

portion of divine testimony, the following truths 

are prominently set forth:
1. That if the believer sin, he lias “ an Advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
2. That he has removed the obstacles that wen 

in the way of their salvation, and also, the obstacles 

that were in the way of the salvation of the whole 

world.
For propitiation u is the atonement or aton

ing sacrilice which removes the obstacle to man’s 

salvation.” Therefore, the world—the family made 

subject to mortality—the law of sin and death, will 

be saved. For he has in his resurrection and ascen
sion, lead the way for a multitude of captives to 

come forth out of the prison-house of death!—Zecli. 
9:12. Ps. 68:18. Eph. 4: 8. And as sin fils men 

to die—Rom. 5:12—therefore sinners are not cap
tives, but the innocent! Hence, they will be 

saved. For “ we have seen and do testify that the 

Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”
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—John 4:14. And only as he saves the world can 

he fulfill his mission, and be their Saviour.
VI. We affirm that they will be blessed, or saved. 

You demand the proof: well, sir, it shall be forth
coming. Please listen to it! John 4: 42; 6:37, 

39; 12:32; 17:2—"And said unto the woman, 

Now we believe, not because of thy sayiug: for we 

have heard him ourselves, and know that this is 

indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” " All 

that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and 

him that comcth to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

“ And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, 

that of all which he hath given me I should lose 

nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 

day.” " And I if I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all unto me.” "As thou hast given him 

power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life 

to as many as thou hast given him.”
1 understand that in this portion of Holy Writ, 

we have the following truths, positively asserted by 

him who was too wise to err:
1. The multitude who had believed on him de

clared him to be "the Saviour of the world”—the 

nations that were to be blessed in him.
2. That this world has been given to Jesus by 

the Father; and that they will come to him; and 

that it is the will, ihelecma—" the purpose, council, 

decree, law ” of God; that lie shall not lose auy of 

them, but raise them up "c»” in the last day.
3. That if he be lifted upon the cross, he would 

draw all to him by the cords of divine love. 
Therefore, they are saved.

4. That the Father had given him power over all
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flesh, and that he is to give eternal life to all 

that He has given to Him.
Again, Ps. 22: 27, 28—"All the ends of the 

world shall remember and tnrn unto the Lord; and 

all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 

Thee. For the kingdom is the Lord’s; and He is 

the governor among the nations."
The reason assigned for the fulfillment of this 

glorious prediction is " For 

literally the governor among the nations.”
Isa. 49: 6; Acts 13: 47—“ And he said, It is a 

light thing that thou shouldcst be my servant to 

raise up the tribes of Jacob, aud to restore the pre
served of Israel; I will also give thee for a light to 

the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation 

unto the end of the earth.
Ps. 67: 7—"God shall bless us; and all the ends 

of the earth shall fear him.” The whole psalm 

gives a beautiful description of the blessings, that 

are to come upon the nations, under tho reign of 

Jesns.
Ps. 72: 10,11—" The kings of Tarsliish and of 

the isles shall bring presents; the kings of Sheba 

and Scba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall 

down before him; all nations shall serve him.” In 

the 86th Ps., 9tli v., we have positive testimony 

that "All nations whom thou hast made shall 

come and worship before thee, 0 Lord; and shall 

glorify thy name.” And "the heathen shall fear 

the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the 

earth thy glory.”—Ps. 102: 15. We have already 

proved that the " all nations ” whom the Lord has 

made, are His own children, who have been and

the Lord Jesus is• • • •
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shall be born agreeable to his command. “Be 

fruitful,” &c. And here we have positive testimony 

that they will come and worship Him, and glorify 

His name.
And in Micah 4: 3, we are informed that in the 

age to come many nations shall come, and say, 
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and 

lie will teach usjof his ways, and we will walk in 

his paths; for the law shall go forth of Zion, and 

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. •
And in Zecli. 2:10,11, wo have immutable testi

mony that in the day of Messiah’s reign, whilst he is 

“ dwelling in the midst of the daughters [the Jews] 

of Zion; many nations shall be joined to the 

Lord.” Dan. 7: 13,14—“ I saw in the night vis
ions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 

of days, and they brought him near before him. 

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and 

a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages 

. should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his king
dom that which shall not be destroyed.”

Here are three distinct things given to him 

by God, “that all people, nations and languages 

should serve and obey him.” And these are the 

nations who are to be blessed in the seed of Abra
ham. And they constitute th$ all that He has 

given to Jesus, to bless, to save. Aud Daniel posi
tively affirms that “they shall serve and obey 

him ! ”
And this glorious doctrine will constitute a part
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of the song that will be sung under the reign of 

Jesus, the Messiah, by the harpers of ziosr, as 

they stand upon the sea of glass. Rev. 15: 2-4— 

“ And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with 

fire; and them that had gotten the victory over the 

beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and 

over the number of his name, stand on the sea of 

glass, having the harps of God. And they sing 

the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous 

are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true 

are thy ways, thou King of saints. AVlio shall not 

fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou 

only art holy; for all nations shall come and wor
ship before thee; for thy judgments are made 

manifest.”
In the fulfillment of these glorious predictions, 

the Father will have seen the travail of the soul of 

Jesus, and will be satisfied.—(Isa. 53: 10,11.) Be
cause his own family are saved, and the effects of 

the fall is wiped out of His universe, and His glory 

now fills the earth! The sky is clear, and the soil 

is free, the victor's song floats over the plains of 

Eden, and the anthems of seraphs blend with its 

strain!
The sun rolls down its brilliant flood,
And shines on a world that is fair and good! 
Then the glory of God, like a boundless sea, 
Will bathe the immortal company!
And pure love’s banner, and friendship’s wand, 
Shall wave above this princely band.
Then the conqueror’s song, as it sounds afar,
Is wafted on the ambrosial air;
Through endless years we then shall prove 

The depths of a Father’s matchless love.
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Scenes like these I hope to enjoy, with all the 

blood-washed throng in the ages to come.
Gentlemen and ladies! Shall I greet you there ? 

Do these glorious truths stir you up to love the 

God of the Bible ? Do they create in your heart a 

disposition to be associated with the family of God 

here and in the ages to come ? If so, believe them, 

and be immersed into the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins; then lead a holy life, and 

when he in glory comes, you will be found among 

the saved. Amen.
R. V. Lyon.

note.
Tlio author expected that the above Lecture would have 

appeared in the Bible Examiner; but the editor having put 
three of the series, which he had been publishing from the 

pen of the author, into the pigeon hole, many of the 
friends of truth and Christian liberty advised him to pub
lish his in a pamphlet, as it was too valuable to be lost I

R. V. L.
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“ Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath; that by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, 
whu have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us: which liopo we hare as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which enteretb into that within the veil; whither 
the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, mude a high priest 
forever, after the order of Mulchisedcc.”—Hob. G : 17-20.

Previous to the discussion of this interesting portion 
of holy writ, I wish to cite the attention of this intelli
gent congregation to Acts 26: 6-S; 28: 20; also
I Peter 3 : 15—“And now I stand and am judged for 
the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: 
unto which promise our twelve tribes serving God day 
and night hope to come; for which hope’s sake, king 
Agrippa, 1 am accused of the Jews. Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that God should 
raise the dead?” 
with this chain.
Apostle to the metropolis of the Roman empire!
II And be ready always to give an answer to every inan

“ For the hope of Israel I am bound 
” Quite a recommendation for an
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2 THE BELIEVER’S ONLY HOPE

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in yon, with 
meekness and fear.”

Acts 23: 6—“But when Paul perceived that the one 
part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question.”

And it is an historical fact, that the Pharisees believed, 
and taught that none but the seed of Abraham would 
have a resurrection, and from this resurrection they 
excluded the wicked, and Paul acknowledged that they 
were right, in this, by saying: “I am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee, of the hope and resurrection of the 
dead 1 am called in question.”

And in the investigation of my text, I shall endeavor 

to present to you the believer’s only hope—yes man’s 
only hope of life in the future, and a home where it can 
be enjoyed. And this hope is an Israelitish hope from 
beginning to end—because it is “ the promise made of 
God unto the fathers.”

And in order that you may be benefited by nssem 
bling yourselves together this morning to hear the 
stranger, it will be necessary for us to define the term 
hope. Jt is derived front the Greek word clpis, which 
is defined by Liddell and Scott's Lexicon, “ hope—the 
object of hope; any thought oil the future; expectation.”

Dr. AVebster delines hope to mean “a desire of some 
good, accompanied with at least a slight expectation of 
obtaining it, or. a belief that it is attainable. Hope, 
therefore, always gives pleasure or joy. 2. Confidence 
in a future event; the highest degree of well-founded 
expectation of good. 3. That which gives hope in, or 
that which furnishes ground for expectation or promises, 
desired good.”

Thus we see, that hope is made up of desire and 
expectation; no matter what its nature may be. 
illustrate: A. has two sons who have an ardent desire 
to obtain a knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew 
languages, but have no ground to expect that they will 
over obtain the desired knowledge. Now they would

To
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3OF A FUTURK STATE.

not be in possession of what would be called a hope in 
law—neither would they be, though they might expect,— 
unless they desired.

Thus it is with you, Gentlemen and Ladies: You 
may desire to put on immortality—the victor’s palm 
bear, the white robe wear—the conqueror’s song sing,— 
Eden’s delectable plains behold—and with Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs, stand upon the sunny 
banks of life’s beautiful river, as its placid waters move 
majestically along among the verdant hills of the 
paradise of God 1 But if you have no ground to expect 
all this, (though you may desire it,) 3-ou are not in 
possession of what Paul is pleased to call a "good hope 
through grace.” For the Apostle has defined the term 
hope, Rom. 8 : 20-25—“ For the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of Him 
who hath subjected the same in hope. Because the 
creature itself shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. For wo know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travailcth in pain together until now. And not 
only they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves, groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit: the redemption of our 
body. For we are saved by hope; but hope that is 
seen is not hope: for what a man scclli why doth lie 
yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see nor, then 
do we with patience wait for it." The redemption of 
the entire man! Gentlemen and Ladies: are you 
groaning and waiting for the redemption of the entire 
man? Jf so, then you are desiring and expecting.

1. Where do all the correct desires and expectations 
of the children of God center? Or when it is that they 

expect to receive their reward ?
Upon this question there is a difference of opinion or 

faith. There are those who adopt the doctrine of Plato, 
upon the immortality of the soul 1 Consequently take 
the position that upon the death of the cage, [body,] 
the soul makes its escape—and is conveyed away by 
some seraph-band to travel among the starry regions,
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THE BELIEVER'S ONLY HOPE

which Jehovah has made and hung out over our heads, 
until they shall have conducted it beyond the bounds 
of time and space—where it is to dwell in the presenco 
of God and angels—and sit in some commodious place,— 
and sing redemption’s song! play on golden harps! 
whilst the souls of the wicked arc within speaking 
distance, and writhing in keen anguish and shrieking in 
hopeless agony!! And if you call upon them to give 
you the proof, that they arc right in taking this position; 
the opinion of the heathen world, and the language of 
the poet) is always adduced:

“ Death is the gate to endless joy!
And yet we dread to enter there.”

“ And as all nations believe in the immortality of the 
soul; therefore, it must be true.” But with the doctrine 
of the Poet, and that of Plato, I am at war 1 Because 
Jesus has said, John 13: 33—“Little children, yet a 
little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me, and as I 
have said unto the Jews, whither 1 go, ye cannot come; 
so say I now unto you.” “And no man hath ascended 
up to heaven.”—John 3: 13. Again Paul in 1 Tim. 
6: 16, testifies positively, that Christ “only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can sec.” 
That is, the light no man hath seen, &c.

2. Tim. 4: 3—“ Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

Here the Apostle fixes upon a specific day, when he 
expected in connection with all who love the appearing 
of Jesus, to receive a crown of life. And in the first 
verse of this chapter, he informs us, that this crown will 
be given at the coming of Jesus, not when he (Paul) 
died. Hence, if Jesus never comes, death to the believer 
will be an eternal sleep!—Col. 3: 3, 4.

“ For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God.

“ When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory.”

4
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5OF A FUTURE STATE.

Pclcr presents the coining of Jesus, not death, as a 
motive to do right.—1 Fetor 5: 1.

11 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

With this testimony, and much more that might be 
adduced, I am compelled as an honest man to reject the 
doctrines of Plato and the Poet: because it does not 
concur with the detector—the word of God.

Whore then, do all the correct desires and expecta
tions of the believer center? I answer, in the coming 
of Jesus, the Messiah, and the resurrection out from 
among the dead I But proof is demanded upon this 
position. Well, sir, it shall be forthcoming I Please 
listen to it: “ Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.”—l Thcss. 4 : 13-18. What words? Answer, 
13tli verse, and onward. “ But I would not have yoi 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which a' 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which hai 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and ro: 
again, even so them also that sleep in Jesus will Got 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent' (or 
anticipate or go before) them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 
That is, before the righteous living are changed and 
caught away. “ Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.”

Allusion is made to a king, whose oflicers go forth 
upon his approach to escort him to their metropolis. 
In like manner will the saints (subsequent to their being 
raised incorruptible, &c.,) go forth, or be caught away 
to meet Jesus — and accompany him to Judah’s 
mountain—where the prophets said he should stand at 

the latter day 1
Again, you are referred to the first chapter of this 

epistle, and.it will be remembered that previous to the
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Apostle’s going among the Thessalonians, they were 
idolaters. But upon the Apostle’s presenting the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, which is the gospel, they were led to embrace it 
in love, and by it, they were led to turn their back upon 
“idols, to serve the living and true God; aud to wait 
for his Son from heaven; whom lie raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from the wratli to 
come.” All religionists who have claimed to predicate 
their faith upon the Bible, subsequent to the death, 
resurrection, and nseentiun of Jesus to his Father’s right 
hand, have admitted that he would come again. But 
upon the manner of his coming they disagree. They 
say he comes at death—at conversion—comes spiritu
ally—that he came at the destruction of Jerusalem. 
And there is another class, that believe that the same 
Jesus which ascended, will descend,—and to this latter 
class I claim to belong. But says the objector: “If so 
many comings are taught, and all claim to be right, 
how can I arrive at the truth relative to his coming?” 
To illustrate: supposing that A. is owing £500 to the 
Montreal Bank, and to-morrow the note is due—do you 
think that he would get a counterfeit bill upon the 
cashier or pass off one for a genuine? You answer, 
“nay I” And why? Because he would try the 
money by a genuine detector. Now Jehovah has 
given us a genuine detector to try all doctrines—which 
is, the Bible. And if you will go to the blessed 
volume, instead of going to Bethany, Geneva, Ox
ford, Newton, or Andover, you will have no difficulty 
in arriving at the truth upon the manner of his coming

AVe will now try these comings by the Bible— 
instead of the creeds of men.

1. If the coming of Jesus was death, then the text 
ought to read thus: Turned their backs upon idols to 
serve the living and true God; and to wait for death 
from heaven; whom He raised from the dead, even 
death which delivered us from the wrath to come I 
This wo know' is a counterfeit coin : because it leaves 
Jesus out of the plan!

6
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7OP A FUTURE STATE.

2. If the coming of Jesus was conversion, then the 
text ought to read thus: Turned their backs upon idols 
to serve the living and true God; and to wait for con
version from heaven, whom lie raised from the dead, 
even conversion which delivered us from the wrath to 
cornel This wc know is a counterfeit coin: because it 

leaves Jesus out of the plan!
3. If the coming of Jesus was spiritual, then the 

text ought to read thus: Turned their backs upon idols 
to serve the living and true God; and to wait for the 
Holy Spirit from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
even the Holy Spirit, which delivered us from the wrath 
to come! This wc know is a counterfeit coin: because 
it leaves Jesus out of the plan 1

4. If the coming of Jesus was at the destruction ot 
Jerusalem, then the text ought to read thus: Turned 
their backs upon idols to serve the living and true God; 
and to wait for the Roman Army [Tor this was the only 
power that came against Jerusalem,] from heaven, whom 
lie raised from the dead, even the Roman Army, which 
delivered us from the wrath to cornel This also, is a 
counterfeit coin: because it leaves Christ out of the plan 
of redemption I

liut you inquire, how shall we understand the text? 
T answer, in its literal sense. Hence, if we can only learn 
who this Son is, that we are to wait for from heaven— 
wc shall get at the manner of his coming.

Please turn to the first chapter of Luke, and you will 
find that the angel testified, that “ The Holy Spirit shall 
come upon thee, [Mary,] and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing 
which shall he horn of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.”___ And when he was eight days old, he was taken
up by Joseph and Mary to be circumcised—a literal, 
tangible child. At the ago of twelve years, he accom- 
panted Joseph and Mary his mother to Jerusalem to 
attend the feast. When he began to be about thirtv 
years old, he came to John, the immerser, and requested 
immersion at his hands—so John led Him down and im
mersed Him in Jordan’s swelling flood! And as they
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8 TIIE BELIEVER’S ONLY HOPE

came up out of the water, the Spirit of God rested upon 
Him, and a voice from heaven was heard to say “ this 
is my beloved Son in whom l am well pleased.” Behold 
him as he was tempted forty days in the wilderness 1 
View him, as he wandered over Judah’s hills and plains 
to preach the Gospel of the kingdom of God—healing 
the sick—casting out demons—giving sight to the blind 
—hearing to the deaf, and raising the dead 1 Oh, see 
him as the midnight hour witnessed his fervent prayers 
and tears—his locks wet with the dew of heaven I In 
the garden we behold him sweating as it were great 
drops of blood, and before Pilate's bar undergoing a trial, 
crowned with a crown of thorns, and a purple robe put 
upon him 1 All this, because he claimed that lie was 
the life-giver—the king of the Jews! Yonder, see him 
nailed to the cross—bleeding, groaning, dying, amid a 

mother’s tears and loved disciple’s groans I Wicked men 
raging—the heavens gather blackness—the sun, that 
beautiful orb of day, is in darkness clothed—God retires 
—and that Son which was born of the virgin, was left to 
die alone! No mother to wipe the cold sweat from his 
care-worn brow, or loved disciple to close his eyes! Ilis 
side is pierced, and as the spear is drawn, blood and 
water follows it I From the cross he is taken down— 
deposited in the tomb of Joseph—the stone was rolled to 
its mouth—a seal put upon it—a body of the hardy sons 
of Rome, were placed there to guard the sepulchre 1 But 
at the time appointed, Jehovah sent an angel to roll the 
stone away—then he raised him out from among tho 
dead, incorruptible, to enjoy an endless life 1 lie was 
seen by some five hundred and fifteen witnesses, chosen 
of God—among them was a Thomas, who had the op
portunity of putting his fingers into the prints of the 
nails* and his hands into his side. No deception here! 
This same Jesus which was bom of the virgin, died upon 
the cross, was buried, and by the Father was raised from 
the dead, and seen by above five hundred brethren ! On 
high lie ascended in the presence of his disciples, and 
took his seat at his Father’s right hand. t(Aud while 
they looked steadfastly towards heaven as lie went up,
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behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which 
also said, ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven ? This same Jusus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as }*e have 
seen him go into heaven.” Therefore, his coming will 
bo literal. Hence there can bo no mistake as to tho 
manner of his coming. Consequently, you cannot bo 

any longer in darkness as to the manner of his coming.
Again, the coming of Jesus, and tho resurrection is 

clearly presented in Titus 2 : 11-13—“For the grace 
of God which bringcth salvation to all men, hath unto 
us appeared, teaching us that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and 
godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christnow ns many as are taught by 
the grace of God, are taught to look for the blessed hope; 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Hence, those who are taught to 
look at death, ns the time when the saints get theii 
reward, are taught by the precepts of men, instead of the 
word of God.

1 Pet. 1: 3—“ Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jcsns Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ” out “from among the 
dead." By turning to the 24th chapter of Luke, you 
will learn what Peter means by being begotten again. 
You will there learn that certain disciples were journey
ing to Eminaus, and talking over the things that had 
transpired. “ Jesus drew near and went with them. * * 
And he said unto them, what manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another as ye walk, and 
are sad ? And Clcopas, answering said unto him, Art 
thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known 
the things which are come to pass there in these days ? 
And he said unto them, What things ? And they said 
unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people j and how the chief priest and our rulers delivered
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him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
But we trusted that it had been he that should have 
redeemed Israel: and besides all this, to-day is the third 
day since these things were done. * * * And certain 
women have informed us that he is risen. * * * 
Then said he unto them, 0 fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his 
glory ? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself:” And their eyes were opened to 
understand that it was necessary that he should suffer, 
die, rise from the dead, and go to the Father, and there 
remain till Gentile rule should end, then return and re* 
store the kingdom. Hence, they were begotten again 
unto a hope of an incorruptible life—which they are to 
come into possession of at his return. Again, John’s 

testimony is in point. Please listen to it: 1 John 3:1- 
3—“ Behold, what manner of love the Father has be
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; [that is, to 
the world;] but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall sec him as he is. And 
every man that hath this hope,” of being made like unto 
Jesus when he comes, “ purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.” Thus, we see that John’s hope was in the com
ing of Jesus and the resurrection.

By turning to Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 3d 
chapter, you will learn that certain individuals were 
glorying in the flesh—Paul gave them to understand 
that he had greater cause to glory than they. But at the 
7th verse he informs us, that “what things were gain to 
him, those he counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but

10
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that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous
ness which is of God by faith: that I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if 
by any means I might attain unto the resurrection out 
from among the dead,” as the Greek reads. And this 
resurrection, is the excellent knowledge spoken of by 
Paul, and comes through Christ. And in order that we 
may attain to it, we must sacrifice all for Christ: be 
“ made conformable unto his death,” by an immersion in 
water, subsequent to our believing the gospel! And 
only ns we do these things can we have the assurance 
of attaining to the resurrection. Again, by turning to 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, we shall find that Paul 
brings to view a host of worthies, who died in the faith, 
“ not having received the promises; but saw them afar 
ofij and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say 
such things declare plainly that they seek a country.”

In 1 Cor. 15 chap., Paul makes the future state, or 
future life of the children of God, to depend upon the 
resurrection Out from among the dead ones I And 
hence the necessity of the resurrection of God’s dead 
men—the Church—of whom Christ is the head and 
representative. Proof: Verses 13-19, 32—“But if 
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen, and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found 
false \\ it nesses of God; because we have testified of God 
that ho raised up Christ; whom he raised not up, if so 
be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then 
is not Christ raised; and if Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; yo are yet in your sins. Then they also 
which are fallen asleep in Christ arc perished. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable * * * If after the manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 

we die.”
Here the Apostle shows the brethren, that if they 

were right in taking the position that they were not to
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have a resurrection out from among the dead, then it 
would be certain that his preaching was vain—that 
he had testified falsely—that their faith was vain—that 
they were yet in their sins—their hope confined to this 
life; and those having fallen asleep in Christ are “ Per
ished”—appollumi, “destroyed utterly.”—Liddell & 
Scott. Hence there is no more of them I And I [Paul] 
will embrace the epicurean philosophy, making the best 
of this world,—for soon I must die; “apothnccsko, to 
die, to be dead,” [or remain dead,]—(Liddell <£• Scott,) 
and this will be my end I

Hence the necessity, respected friends, of your being 
united to Jesus the Life Giver: by believing these 
blessed truths, and being immersed into him for the re
mission of sins: and only as this union is formed, can you 
attain unto the resurrection out from among the dead 
ones I

David's testimony is iu point. “ I shall be satisfied 
when " I die! nay, when 111 awake with thy likeness.” 
And as Jesus has taught us, that sleep is death, in his 
conversation about Lazarus: therefore, waking up) must 
be living again. Isa. 26: 19—“Thy dead men shall 
live, together with my dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell iu dust: for thy dew is 
as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the 
dead.”

You have stood by the bed-side of the dying pilgrim, 
and listened to his death-groans 1 But glory to God1 
lie will come up singing 1

Again, Jesus testifies positively, that the reward is to 
be given at the resurrection of the just! Not at death. 
Luke 14: 13, 14—“But when thoumakest a feast, call 
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; and thou 
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee; for 
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.” Leaving the wicked out of the affair altogether.

But you inquire, what about the resurrection out from 
among the dead ones? Well, I will let Jesus answer. 
Luke 20: 35, 36—“But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from
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the dead, [out from among the dead ones,] neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage: neither can they die any 
more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the 
children of God, being the children of the resurrection.” 

Here, Jesus testifies to Lite following truths:
1. That the family of men, or the children of the 

wicked one, will not be counted worthy of a resurrec
tion, or the world to come.

2. That some of the human family will be counted ' 
worthy, because they have lived unto him, whilst on 

trial for future life.—Verse 38.
3. That such as are counted worthy will be made 

equal to the angels—immortal.
4. That they can die no more, because they are the 

children of God, boing the children of the resurrection.
Respected friends: We see from the testimony 

adduced, that all the correct desires and expectations of 
the child of God, center in the personal coming of Jesus, 
and the resurrection out from among the dead ones. 
Consequently the coming of Jesus and the resurrection 
is the believer’s hope.

And Paul, in my text, compares this hope to an an
chor : “ which hope we have ns an anchor of the soul, 
bolli sure and steadfast, and which entercth into that 
within the veil.”

Now, we all know that an anchor is of no use to a 
ship’s crew, unless they have anchorage ground. You 
ask, where is the believer’s anchorage ground ? Answer, 
Eden restored—the land promised to Abraham and his 
seed. Listen to my text, “ Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise.” And 
by turning to the 12th, 13th, 15th, and 17lh chapters 
of Genesis, you will learn that Abraham’s God, has 
promised to give to him and his seed, the land of Ca
naan—the Eden where he planted the garden, and 
where his footsteps were once heard, as he walked in 
the cool of the day among its beautiful groves. And 
this promise was renewed by Him to Isaac and Jacob, 
—Gen. 26: 1-3; 28: 3, 4, 13-14. And by turn
ing to Acts 7: 1-5, you will learn that Stephen testi-
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fies, that Abraham “ had none inheritance in it, no, not 
so much as to set his foot on: yet God promised to givo 
it him and his seed, for a possession.11 In Rom. 4:13, 
Paul testifies that Abraham is heir of the /cosmos—the 
lsraelitish habitable—though lie had been dead 2,000 
years. And in Gal. 3: Paul informs us, that Christ io 
the seed to whom the promises were made, 
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.”

Respected Friends: Will you be so kind as to step 
over into Eden restored, and take a walk with me 
around that beautiful city—whose walls are jasper, the 
gates of pearl, its streets of gold 1 Behold the redeemed, 
as they stand upon the sunny banks of life’s beautiful 
river, and gaze upon its crystal waters as they roll ma
jestically along among its vine-clad hills—hear the alle
luias as they roll from the unnumbered throng—listen 
to those sweet notes as they fall from Eden’s feathered 
songsters—the dominion extended from pole to pole I 
Please take n view of the 141,000—the grand musi
cians—the body guard of the Son of God or the Royal 
Majesty of the heavens, with their golden harps and 
melodious voices; Abraham the Father of the faithful— 
behold him with his sparkling eyes and cheerful counte
nance I What a thrill of joy runs through his entire 
being, as he now takes a view of the redeemed, and 
calls to mind the promises which God made to him. 
The wicked destroyed—the effects of the fall removed 
from the universe of God; His glory now fills the earth. 
The sky is clear, and the soil is free, the victor’s song 
floats over the plains of Eden, and the anthems of ser
aphs blend with its strain; the sun rolls down its bril
liant flood, and shines oil a world that is fair and good! 
This is my hope. Shall it be yours? Methinks 1 hear 
some of you say Yes.

But you enqnire what are the two immutable things ? 
I answer, The “Gaf/t” and the “ Promise."

1. The Promise. “And I will give unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a

“ And if

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



15OF A FUTURE STATE.

stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting pos
session ; and I will be their God.”—Gen. 17 : 8. “And 

the uttermost parts of the earth for thy [Christ’s] 
possession.”—Psa. 2: 8. “And in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 
obeyed my voice.”—Gen. 22: 18.

2. The Oath. “ But as truly ns I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.”—Num. 14: 
21. “Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will 
not lie unto David. His seed shall endure forever, and 
his throne as the sun before me. It shall be established 
for ever ns the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.” 
-—Psa. 89: 35-37. “For thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to sec 
corruption.”—Psa. 16: 10.

The oath and the promise enable those who have fled 
for refuge, by believing tucse sublime truths, and taking 
the oath of allegiance in the action of implicit obedience 
to all the requirements of the gospel, to have strong 
consolation. Job, who had been bereft of all that the 
world calls lovely and good, with this hope, in the midst 
of his afflictions, could cry out in an ccstacy of joy, 
“ For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that ho 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though, 
afier my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself) and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not another.”—Job 19: 25-27. 
This hope enabled the Apostle to the Gentiles, whilst in 
perils by sea, by land, and among false brethren, &c., to 
exclaim, “ For our light affliction, which is but for a mo
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.”—2 Cor. 14: 17. It was this hope, that 
enabled the Martyrs to face the rack, the fire, the dun
geon, yea every mode of torture and death that wicked 
men could devise.

It has sustained and comforted that believing husband 
and wife, who has been called to part with the compan
ion of his and her joys and trials, who have died in the 
faith, as they have looked forward to the time when their 
graves shad be spoiled, and they delivered from the
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power of death, made immortal—greet each other upon 
lair Beulah’s blissful plains, and join with the sacramen
tal host of God's elect in singing the grand anthem of 
salvation I

Oil I how dark and lonely the grave would be, if Je
sus the Life-Giver—the representative of all who will 
ever attain unto the resurrection—had not been raised 
out from among the dead, and thereby opened up the 
way out of shcol—the grave—into a future world. The 
believer can now look through the grave into the world 
to come by looking to the Christ. Eor he knows that it 
is a fixed law of nature, that when once the head is 
safely born, the body will be. Bo in God's revealed 
law: as Jesus the head of the body, the Church, the 
purchase of his blood, has been safely born from the dead, 
so his body, the Church, will be upon his return to take 

possession of the throne and kingdom of David.
This hope has afforded the Church of God strong 

consolation in these last days of peril. To illustrate, we 
will suppose that amid the raging storin, a noble ship lias 
just cast anchor in yonder harbor. The storm is con
stantly increasing. Every eye in the city is fixed upon 
her, awaiting with deep anxiety to see what will be her 
fate. Every gale that blows, causes her anchor to take 
a deeper hold in the carLh beneath the angry waves 1 
they sec her rising upon the mighty billows—next she 
plunges between Lite swelling surges 1 The storin abates; 
the noble ship, with her crew, remain unhurt. Thus it 
has been wiih the gospel ship and her crew, whilst sail
ing over the tempestuous sea of life, especially in these 
last days of peril 1 The blessed Bible being her chart, 
hope her anchor, the lovo of God her maintop-sail, faith 
her cable rope, Jesus her captain—she has been enabled 
to outride the storm! Though the nominal Church and 
the world, whilst looking upon the noblo ship and the 
crew with intense solicitude, to see what would be her 
fate, while the storm of fanaticism aud persecution was 
raging—with her sails badly shattered—saw her rising 
upon the mighty billows, and next, beheld her plunge 
beneath the swelling surges, and as they supposed, suuk,
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with all her crew, to rise no more. To their houses of 

worship they flocked, to listen to their pastors, while 
they attempted to preach a sermon on the death of the 
crew, and the wreck of the noble ship. But, after they 

had shed the last tear of joy, ere they were aware, the 
storm abated, the ship righted, her sails were repaired 
and unfurled, and a gentle breeze from God’s eternal 
throne! soon wafted her onward over time’s rough bib 

lows, towards the Port of endless felicity.
Among the light-house^ we are now sailing—which 

bespeak our Port near, and by faith her crew can 
behold Salem’s golden spires, as they rise above the 
celestial hills of Eden’s sunny clime 1 Glory be to 
God 11 Its beautiful city is full in my view I Its 
glories beam upon my pathway—its odors are wafted 
to me—its sweet and harmonious music salutes my ear 
—its spirit I inhale, and my longing heart is there!

Respected friends, is this your hope ? All others are 
like the spider’s web. This is the only one that will 
bring you out of the grave I Will you die without it? 
If alive, when the heavens (political) gather blackness 
and roll together as a scroll you will need it 1 Shall 
that tremendous day overtake you without it? By the 
authority of the Son of God, I call upon you to lay hold 
of it, by believing these things—then repent and be 
immersed into the name (character) of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins—then lead a life of holiness. Oh 1 
ye Christless souls I how will you be able. to meet the 
fiery war horse and his rider—and then amid the raging 
storm of fire and hail, be safely anchored in the laud of 
promise—the Eden of bliss—without this blessed hope ?
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OBJECTIONS MET, ETC.

As there are certain texts adduced by those who 
oppose the Bible doctrine of a future state or life—to 
prove that man has an immortal soul, which enters upon 
a slate of reward at death,' we will notice some of the 
most prominent ones.

Luke 23 : 42-43—“Lord remember me when Thou 
comesL into thy kingdom/' The only kingdom that 
Jesus is heir to, and destined to enter or possess, is the 
kingdom of David, Israel, or God. And only as he 
returns to earth, can this kingdom be set up, and he 
come into it. (See Isa. 9: 6-7.
Luke 1 : 31-33. 2 Tim. 4 : 1.
Hence, the prayer is scriptural: therefore the answer 
must be in perfect keeping with the petition offered by 
the penitent thief. If not, he died in the dark, without 
any assurance from Jesus, of pardon and eternal re* 
dempliou.

But you say, that I have placed the comma after “ to
day,” and that it alters the sense of the text materially I 
I admit it, sir. But suppose wc let the comma stand 
where our translators or printers have put it: (for Luke 
did not punctuate his gospel—it is the work of unin
spired men.) Then admit the heathen dogma to be 
correct, that man is in possession of an immortal soul, and 
that on the day the thief offered the prayer, he and 
Christ both died and went directly to heaven, and were 
with the eternal Father 1 at once you put an unanswer
able argument in the hands of the intelligent class of 
infidels, to wield against the divine authenticity of the 
LIVINO ORACLES ! !

1. Because Jesus testified positively to Mary, three 
days subsequent to his death, that he had not yet as
cended to his Father.—John 20 : 17. 2. According to 
the testimony of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Jesus 
died the day before the thief died. (See Matt. 27 : 45,

Ezck. 21: 25-27. 
Dan. 7 : 13-14.)
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50, Mark 15: 37-15; Luke 23: 41-52; John 19: 

31- 17.)
1.1 order that this fact, be clearly established in your 

mind; it is necessary for you to understand the Jewish 
mode of reckoning time—which was God’s mode from 
the beginning. “ The evening aud the morning were 
the first day”—21 hours for a day. The first 12 were 
the evening, or night. The last 12 hours were the morn
ing, or day. And Jesus died at the 9th hour of the 
day, which was 3 o’clock P. M. Three hours more 
completed the 24—which ended at 6 P. AT. And “at 
evening, [therefore the day was ended: and another day 
or 24 hours had commenced,] Joseph of Arimathea, an 
honorable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom 
of God, came, and went in boldly unto Filate, and craved 
the body of Jesus. And Filate marvelled if he wero 
already dead. The Jews therefore, because it was the 
preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the 
cross on the Sabbath day,—besought Filate that their 
legs might be broken. [This was a custom among the 
Jews—in order to hasten the death of the criminal.] 
Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other, which was crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, hence they break not his legs: But one of the 
soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came 
there out blood and water.” “And he that saw it, bare 
record, and iiis record is true! 1” Consequently 
Jesus died the day before the thief.—Matt. 27 : 57-59. 
Mark 15: 42-15. Luke 23: 50-54. John 19: 30-35. 
Therefore, we prefer to reject the Heathen Fable of 
man’s natural immortality, and place the comma where 
it should be, and show that the answer, 'which Jesus 
gave the thief, is in harmony with his prayer.

The Greek word “semeron" translated 41 to-day,” is an 
adverb of time; and is thus defined by Dr. Robinson, in 
his Greek Lexicon: “ to-day, this day ”—that is, says 
Professor Hopkins, of Williams College, “ I give you the 
assurance to-day, that when I come into my kingdom 
you shall be there." Consequently, Pa rad iso and the
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kingdom are one. Dr. Bloomfield, in his critical notes 
on the New Testament, states that “ there has been 
much discussion, among ancient and modern commenta
tors, as to what Christ intended the penitent malefactor 
to understand by the “ Paradise” promised. * * Nor 
must we suppose that by paradise, is meant heaven. 
The word is commonly supposed to.be derived from the 
Persians, a garden. * * Now, as great pains were 
bestowed by the orientals on their gardens, the word 
easily came to mean a pleasure garden, and place of 
luxury, and enjoyment. Iu this sense paradcisos often 
occurs in Xenophon.” Dr. Robinson, in his Greek 
Lexicon, remarks upou the Greek word paradcisos, that 
it is “a word which seems to have had its origin in the 
languages of Eastern Asia,—a land elevated and culti
vated,—a garden around the house planted with grass, 
herbs and trees, for use and ornament. * * Greek 
paradcisos, is applied to the pleasure gardens and parks, 
with wild animals, around the country residences of 
Persian monarchs and princes.”

Paradise, “ the garden of Eden, in which Adam and 
Eve were placed immediately after their creation."— 
Milton. Hence, the beBt word that Jesus could have 
chosen, to convey to the mind of man, “Eden” re
stored, or Messiah’s kingdom set up upou this earth 1 
Ainen.

The Old Greek version of the Old Testament, called 
the Scptuagint, has given us, or made use of “paradei■ 
sost in translating the garden of Eden.”

Again; we will call your attention to 2 Cor. 12: 4, 
where the word paradise is used: “ It is not expedient 
for me doubtless to glory; I will come to visions and re
velation of the Lord [something yet to be 1] I knew a 
man in Christ about fourteen years ago, whether in the 
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot 
tell: God knowetli: such an one suddenly couveyed 
away to tho third heaven. Indeed I knew such a man; 
(whether in the body, or out of the body, 1 do not 
Know;) that he was suddenly conveyed away into para
dise.” (Campbell's Trans.) That is, the saint in vision

20
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lmd a view of Eden restored ! Which he calls the 
third heaven, or paradise.

We will now call your attention to Rev. 2: 7—“He 
that hath an ear let him hear what the spirit sailh unto 
the Churches: To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the para
dise of God.”
—“ This imagery is drawn from Gen. 2: 8." 
quently, John, in vision, had a glorious view, of Eden 
restored 1 The prophet Ezekiel, (47: 12,) has pre
sented the restitution in glowing colors. And among 
the many things to be restored, lie names the tree of life. 
“And by the river upon the bank thereof, [the same 
river that John saw, Rev. 22: 1, 3,] on this side and 
on that side shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf 
shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof, be con
sumed ; it shall bring forth new fruit according to his 
months, [or yield fruit every month, Rev. 22: 2,] be
cause their waters they issued out of the sanctuary; [or 
proceeded out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
Rev. 22: l.'J And the fruit thereof shall be for meat, 
and the leaf thereof for medicine,” [or for the healing of 
the nations, Rev. 22: 2.]

Here we have immutable testimony that paradise is 
Eden restored; and that Eden restored, is the king
dom of Christ in all its glory and grandeur! Hence 
you sec, respected reader, that the man who is fouud on 
the side of truth, is enabled to press home upon the 
minds of his hearers, with ponderous weight, the utter 
necessity of the coming of Jesus and the resurrection, 
from the fact that only as lie comes the second time, can 
the saints have eternal life—possess the kingdom, and 
the victor's palm bear—the white robe wear—the con
queror’s song sing, and enter the kingdom, and share 
with him in all the glory and splendor of his reign upon 
liis father David’s throne 1

Phil. 1: 23, is always adduced to prove that Paul 
had a desire to die, that his immortal soul might go to 
heaven, &c. But upon an examination of the text, you 
will find the proof is wanting. 1. The term soul, or

Says Dr. Robinson, in his Greek Lexicon
Consc-

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



TITE BELIEVER'S ONLY HOPE22

immortal soul, is not in the text. 2: He docs not say n 
word about dying, or going to heaven. In 2 Cor. 5: 4, 
lie takes the position that lie would not die or “be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality may be swal
lowed up of life.” Therefore wo conclude that Paul 
desired Christ’s returning, that he might be with him. 
Because he takes the position in verse twentieth, '* That 
Christ shall be magnified in my [his] body whether by 

Life or Death.” V. 21-23, 11 For to me the circumstance 
of living is desirable,” [because Christ shall be magnified 
in my life,] “and that of dying, gain;” [to Christ, be
cause lie shall be magnified in my death,] “but if the 
circumstance of continuing to live in ilesli be the fruit 
of my labor, then in that case I know not which 1 would 
choose; but apart from the two, I am intensely occupied 
with that earnest longing, which I possess for the time 
of redemption and being with Christ which is, indeed, 
more desirable.” (Harking Trans.) And this is in 
keeping with Paul’s statement in Col. 3:4. “ When
Christ who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory.”

Gen. 15 : 15, is adduced as testimony that man lias an 
immortal soul which upun the death of the body is borne 
away on angel’s wings to the regions of glory! “And 
thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace.” Now if their 
interpretation of this portion of Holy Writ be correct, 
then the legitimate conclusion is, that Abraham's fath
ers, who were idolaters, were in glory. And it is to be 
expected ere this, that he has served them as he did his 
Father's Gods, when lie look a hatchet and destroyed 
them. Sec Book of Jasher, chapter 2. But the last 
clause of the text, informs us where lie was going. 
“ Thou [the same tiiou that was to go to his Fathers 
in peace,J shalt be buried in a good old age.” Rather 
a curious place, to put what they call nu immortal soul 
into the cave of Machpeluh j

Kph. 3: 1G; 2 Cor. A: 1G, is the Gibraltar of the 
doctrine of the soul’s immortality, into which its believ
ers always enter, amid the raging storm of heaven's 
artillery] But we shall find the proof wanting: inas-
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much ns the Apostle is talking about the “outward 
man,” the man made of dust, which Jesus offers to 
save—is “perishing," passing away into “the empire 
of death;" yet it is his privilege so to live, that his 
confidence in Christ, who is the “ inner man,” formed 

in the believer the hope of glory; may “ be renewed 
day by day.” Proof: Gal. 4:" 19; Col. Is 27, 28; 

Rom. 7: 22; 8: 1-5.
1- Peter 3: 19, is adduced ns proof of the doctrine; 

but a correct paraphrase of these texts, shows tho 
proof is wanting. “ For Christ has once suffered for 
sins, [on account of the sins of his people,] the just for 
the unjust, [liis people who were destitute of right* 
eousness,] tnal he might bring us [His.people] to God, 
being pul to death in the flesh, but quickened [made 
alive] by the spirit: By which also he [the Spirit which 
made Jesus alive,] went and preached unto the spirits 
[to Noah—and through him to the people of his day, 
who are] in prison [iSVico/—the grave] which were 
sometimes disobedient, [in the nntediluvial age,] when 
once the long suffering of God wailed in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that 
is. eight souls were saved by water.

Thus we learn, that it was the Spirit which made 
Jesus alive—that preached to Noah, and through him 
to his family, and tho people of his day, who arc now 
in “the prison house of death," where there “is no 
knowledge nor device.”—1 Peter 1: 12; 5: G; Isa. 
42: 7 ; Keel. 9:10.

2 Cor. 5: 1, is thought to favor the heathen notion
But upon a critical examination ofof a future state, 

the text we shall find that it proves the opposite 1 For 
it makes a future state to depend upon a resurrection 
out from among dead ones. Greek: “ For we [believ
ers] have perceived—understood, can, though made 
of earth [Gen. 2: 7] of us [believers] house of the 
skenos, tent, (metaphor, the human frame, says Donne- 
giin.") [And Dr. Bloomfield in his notes on the Greek 
Testament, informs us that “Roscnm. and Wakef. say 
that skenos of itself signifies the human body,” or frame.
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Also “ that in the Classical writers, especially the Phi
losophers, skcnos has sometimes this sense."] Says 
Liddlc and Scott, “ skenos generally means the body 
[that is, the human frame.] “ be destroyed, a house, or 
building, from God we [believers] have, [present for 
future, we may or shall have,] a house not the work of 
men, lasting, or, permanent^ cm, as far as, the heavens: 
The Apostle here makes a comparison between this cor
ruptible human frame and that incorruptible one of them 
who shall be raised from the dead." The language here 
is equivalent to that of the same Apostle in 1 Cor. 15: 
42—“ It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrup
tion.” [See Theology of the Bible: and Dr. Bloomfield.)

R. Y. Lyon.
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THE GREAT SALVATION!
A LECTURE DELIVERED AT A GROVE MEETING, REAR 

NORWICHV1LLE, C. W.

By R. V. LYON, Suspension* Bridoe. N. Y.

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great Miration.”—ITeb. 2: 3.

The apostle wrote this epistle to the Hebrews, the 
literal posterity of Abraham, who firmly believed in the 
literal fulfillment of those prophecies which relate to the 
restoration of the kingdom and dominion of Israel. They 
believed that one who should descend through the loins 
of David would deliver them from the Gentile yoke, and 
restore them to their own land, and under his rule, their 
enemies would be destroyed, and they would become the 
glory of all nations. Hence no longer be the Gentile 
scoff, nor their laud by unsatisfied ones trod! As the 
following quotations from the Living Oracles clearly 
prove: “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” 
“We trusted that it was he that should have redeemed 
Israel.” “Wilt thou at this time restore again the king
dom or dominion to Israel?” And Simeon and Anna, 
moved by a divine impulse, were found waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. And when Jesus was born, “he 
took him up in his arms and said: now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy sal* 
vation.” f Greek, soturion.) “Behold, this child is set 
for the fall, and anastasis restoring again of many in 
Israel” “A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of thy people Israel” The Gentiles1 light he has been, 
but Israel’s glory he has never been; neither can ho be, 
only as he returns and restores them to the land of 
Canaan—the Eden where God planted the garden, and
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makes Zion his dwelling place, as tlie prophets have 
foretold.

But as a nation, they rejected Jesus of Nazareth, as 
the Life Giver, and riglitful heir to the throne, the kiug- 
dom of David, or the great salvation through which 
Israel's exaltation aud future glory was to come! And 
in view of this fact, the author of my text asks one of 
the most solemn questions found in the Holy Writ: 
“How shall we escape if we neglect so groat salvation ?”

And in the investigation of this question, we shall in 

the first place show what the Apostle means by this 
salvation.

The Greek word rendered salvation,is “soteeria” and 
is defined by Liddell and Scott, to mean: 1. “A saving 

deliverance, means or way of safety. 2. A safe return. 
3. A keeping safe, for a safeguard, security for posses
sion, guarantee for the safe-keeping of a thing.” Dr. 
Robinson says it means: 1. “Safety, deliverance, preser
vation from danger or destruction. 2. In a Christiau 
sense, salvation, deliverance from punishment and misery 
(that is, a state of death,) as the consequence of sin, and 
admission to eternal life and happiness in the kingdom 
of Christ the Saviour.” Therefore, we conclude that it 
means to save, by taking man out of Hades,11 the empire 
of death,” immortal into the kingdom of God, or kingdom 
state.

Salvation is synonymous with the term redemption. 
“ In whom we, (the believers,) have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” The same 
Greek word is used in Exodus 14: 13, “Stand still and 
see the soturian—the salvation of the Lord.”

In confirmation of the truthfulness of our proposition, 
I will quote some of those texts where the word occurs 
in the New Testament:

Luke 1: G9, Hath raised up an horn of “soteeria ” 
—-salvation for us.

Lukel: 71, That wo should be li soteeria ” saved from 
our enemies.

Luke 1: 77, To give knowledge of 11 soteeria ” salva
tion unto his people.
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Luke 19: 0, This day is “ soteeria ” salvation come 
to this house.

Acts 4: 12, Neither is their “ soteeria ” salvation in 
auy other.

Rom. 1: 10, Is the power of God unto “soteeria” 
salvation.

Rom. 11: 11, 11Soteeria” salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles.

1 Thes. 5: 9, To obtain “soteeria” salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thes. 2: 13, Chosen you to “soteeria” salvation 
through Christ

Heb. 1: 14, Who shall be heirs of “soteeria ” salva
tion?

Heb. 2: 3, Make the captain of their “soteeria” 
salvation perfect

Heb. 5: 9, The author of 'feternal “ soteeria ” salva
tion.

Heb. 11: 7, Prepared an ark for the “soteeria” sav 
ing of his house, (family.)

Here we have the most indubitable testimony that the 
salvation spoken of in my text, is not the kingdom of 
God, but to take men out of Hadest “the empire of 
death” immortal, into the kingdom of God, or earth in 
its restored state; where he will enjoy the sun-light of 
an eternal day—

Whore the tear* and tighx that here were given.
Arc exchanged for the gladsome song of paradise ;
Where the beauteous forms which sing and shiuo,
Are guarded woll by a hand divine.

And this great salvation God will accomplish by or 

through Jesus, the Life Giver.
The prophets taught the kingdom, but Jesus was the 

first to teach that he was the way out of Hades into the 
world to come. That “ he was the resurrection and tho 

life.” 
life.”
the preaching of Christ and his apostles, I will adduce 
the following testimony: Ps. 14: 7, “Oh that tho sal-

“ Ye will not come unto me that ye might have 
And, in confirmation of this great leading truth, in
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vation of Israel were come out of Zion.” Isaiah 59: 20, 
“ And the redeemer, (Christ,) shall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith 
the Lord ! ” Paul, in quoting this text, says: “ There 
shall come out of Zion, the deliverer, (Christ,) and shall 

turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” Acts 4: 12; 5: 
30, 31, “ Neither is there salvation in any other; for 

there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we‘must bo saved. The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 

tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand, to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentence to Lrael, 
and forgiveness of sins.”

This life or salvation, which Christ has been invested 
with power to give, is not a limited life or salvation, but 
eternul John 17: 2, u As thou hast given* him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him.” IIeb. 5: 8, 9, 44 Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation uuto all them that obey 
him.”

Thus wo learn that Christ is the great salvation, 
inasmuch as he is the focus in which everything centers 

that pertains to a future state of existence. And as he 
is God’s High Priest, find the only one he has appointed 
and delegated with power to administer grace or favor 
to the children of men, therefore, ho is the only author
ized medium through which it can come to them.

And as forgiveness, resurrection, future life, and a 

title to a home where it is to be enjoyed, are favors, 
hence no part of God's - threatened penalty for sin, 
therefore, they must be in Christ, who is the salvation 

of his people. Col. 1: 14, “In whom we have redemp
tion through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 
Matt. 9: G, 44 But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith ho 
to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go 
unto thy house.” Luke 24: 47, l4And that rcpcuLanco
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and remission of sins should bo preached in his name 

among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” John 6: 
39, 40; 11: 25; 14: 6, “Jesus said unto her, I am the 

resurrection, and the life: he thatbelieveth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live. And this is the Father’s 
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given 

me 1 should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at 
the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, 
that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up 
at the last day. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me.” That is, I am the way out of Hades, 
“the empire of death,” into the future world. “1 am 
the resurrection, and the life;” and this life is not animal, 
but Spirit, or eternal; and it is the only life Jesus pos
sesses, or lias been delegated with power to give to man.

And as the earth belongs to Christ by heirship, and 
purchase, therefore the title is in him. See Ps. 2: 3; 
Gen. 17: 1-8; Gal 3: 16; Eph. 1: 14; Matthew 13: 
44, 45.

Again, our text pre-supposes that man or the human 
family, stand in need of just such a salvation; from the 
fact that they have sinned, by transgressing the law of 
God.; hence they are sinners. ' And as such they are 
represented in the Living Oracles.

God, in speaking of Israel, Isaiah 1: 4-6, says, 11 Ah 
sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil
doers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken 
the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel 
unto anger, they are gone away backwards. Why should 
ye be stricken any more ? ye will revolt more and more: 
the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From 
the sole of the foot oven unto the head there is no sound
ness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: 
they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment”

And by turning to Rom. 1: 21-31, you will learn that 

Gentiles are no better thau the Jews, “Being filled with
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all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malig
nity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, with
out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who know
ing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 
things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but 
have pleasure in them that do them.” They are the 

prodigal son—havo spent their substance in riotous living 
—have become degraded by sin!

Who in this vast congregation dare stand up and 
assert that they have never Binned ? Gentlemen and 

Indies: Remember that it was our sins that was the 
cause of the sufferings of Jesus in the garden, and in 
the court of Pilate, and upon the cross. Yes, our sins 
drove the nails into his hands and feet! You who have 
failed to form a union with Jesus, the Life Giver, stand 
before God, to-day, guilty of the blood of the Dear Re
deemer! therefore justly condemned to die! Already, 
the sentence of death is out against you! Hence, in 
the eye of the law, you are dead! dead!! dead!!! 
Solemn thought! Who among you can endure it? 
Forgiveness, resurrection and life you need; also, a home 

where it can be enjoyed! Will you have these favors ? 
To-day heaven and earth proclaim that you can have 
them. Hark!! Don’t you hear the songsters of the 
forest urging you to embrace them? 0, my father, 
fasten truth upon the heart of this congregation.

IIL Are these favors or this salvation conditional or- 
unconditional? This is the pivot upon which the 
question turns. If unconditional, then the legitimate 
conclusion is, that all men will be saved. But, if condi
tional, we are shut up to the faith, that only those who 
comply with the conditions will be saved, or taken out 
of the empire of death.

We have already proved to you, that forgiveness, 
resurrection and life are favors. Thorefore, no part of
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the threatened penalty of the law of God. That penalty 
reads thus, in my Bible: “Dust thou art, and unto dust 
Shalt thou return.” But methinks I hear some of you 

say, give us tho proof! Well, gentlemen and ladies, it 
shall be forthcoming. Please listen to it. Acts 2: 38; 
3: 10; 22: 16, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins; and ye shall receive 

the gift of the Holy Ghost. Repent ye therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 
the limes of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord. And now, why tarriest thou ? arise, and bo 

baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of 
the Lord.”

2. Resurrection is conditional John 6: 54, “ Whoso 
eateth my flesh, and ■ drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life; and 1 will raise him up at the last day.”

Here wo have the most indubitable testimony from 
one who knew whereof he affirmed, that the resurrection 
is made to depend upon eating of tho flesh of the Son 
of man, aud drinking of his blood.

And in John 11: 25, “Jesus saith unto her, (Martha) 
I am the resurrection and the life.” Therefore, a union 
must be formed with Jesus, the Life Giver, and main
tained in order to be in the resurrection. For he says: 
“ I am the resurrection.” Consequently, there is no 
resurrection for those who die out of Christ

Again, Luke 20: 34-38, “And Jesus answering, 
said unto them, The children of this world marry and 
are given in marriage: but they which shall be accounted 
woithy to obtain that world, and tho resurrection from 
tho dead, neither marry nor aro given in marriage. 
Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto 
the angels; and are the children of God, being tho chil
dren of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, 
even Moses shewed at the bush, when he called the Lord 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but of 

the living: for all live unto him.”
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And in the last member of the 38th vorse, Jesus gives 

us the reason why Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all of 
like precious faith and obedience, will be accounted worthy 

to obtain that age, and the resurrection out from among 

the dead ones! “ For they ” all “ lived unto him,” during 
their dav of trial.■I*

And this resurrection constitutes them emphatically, 
the children of God: and places them in a deathless 
state, by making them equal to the angels immortal! 
Leaving the wicked and apostates, or all who have t( wan
dered out of the way of understanding, in the congrega
tion of the dead.”

Jesus was “ put to death in the flesh, but quickened 

by the Spirit” 1 Peter 3: 18. “And if the Spirit 

of Him who raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in 
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also make 
alive your mortal bodies, through the indwelling of 
his spirit within you.” Rom. 8: 11.

Hero wo have positive testimony that a resurrection is 
made to depend upon the indwelling of the Spirit of 
God within us.

Do all men have the spirit of God or Christ dwelling 
in them?

3. Future life is conditional. “ He that believeth on 
me, though ho were dead, yet shall he live.” John 11: 
25. Do all men believe on Jesus as the Life Giver and 

rightful heir to the kingdom. of. David ? You answer 
nay. Then all will not live again, yourselves being the 
judges.

“ Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily I say unto 
you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. He that believeth on 
the Son, hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him. For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
should not71 perish, but have everlasting life. Johu G: 
53; 3: 16, 3G.

And Jesus said to the Jews, “Ye will not come to mo 

that ye might have Zocen, life.” Thus it is written, and
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thus we believe and teach, that the life which shall succeed 
this perishable life, which we now enjoy, (but have for
feited it by sin,) is made to depend upon our coming to 
Christ, believing on him, eating of'his flesh, and drink
ing of his blood.

IV. Having proved to you by the word of God, that 

forgiveness, resurrection and future life are conditional 
blessings, we will now proceed to show you what they 
are:

1. Faith in God's truth—the Gospel—the word of 
reconciliation, as preached by Peter on the day of Pen
tecost 1. Jesus is the Messiah. 2. Ye have killed him. 
3. God has raised him from the dead, immortal, because 
lie was not to be holden of it, from the fact that lie had 
walked in the path of life, which was the path of faith 
and obedience. 4. Ho is the rightful heir to the throne 
or kingdom of David. 5. God has made him both 
Lord and Christ.

Repontance for sins; which is a breaking off from 
sin by righteousness, and turning to the Lord. A change 
of one’s course of conduct from wrong to right.

3. Immersion in water, into the name or character of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.

4. And to retain the character of Christ, or the 
family name, which is sons and daughters of God; and 
finally obtain a resurrection- out from among the dead 
ones, and come iuto possession of earth in its restored 
state,

2.

Where the glory of Cod, like a boundless sea,
Will bathe tho immortal company!
And pure lore’s banner, and friendship's wand,
Shall wavo above that princelj band.

There must bo a continuance in the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, and in breaking the loaf, and in prayers. 
These conditions arc reasonable and commendable to all 
who are worth saving! And this portiou of the human 
family have the ability to comply wiLh them, and thereby 
bo saved in the kingdom of God.
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10 THE GREAT SALVATION.

Saved ! Can you comprehend its meaning? Yonder, 
view that lifeless form! Then remember that this is the 

result of sin! Please look upon Christ as lie takes him 

out of /fades, “the empire of death,” immortal! (leaving 
the animal life in the hands of the law,) brings him on to 
the lofty heights of Eden, where he will greet the saved 

of all nations! Behold them!! The joyful multitude, 
purchased by the Redeemer’s blood, standing on the 

celestial hills of their Eden home! The days of their 
mourning are ended. A dazzling halo of unfading glory 
surrounds their once suffering bodies! Smiles of angelic 

sweetness dance on their glowing faces, and unsullied 
beauty lingers at their steps. 0! their sun shall no 
more goJ own. nor their moon withdraw its shining! 

Their saving Kino is with them—their mighty God is 
among them! A crown of righteousness shall forever 
sparklo on their-brow, and harmonious music flow from 
their gladsome tongues.

Gentlemen and ladies: Is not this a great salvation ?

V. But, how can you escape; that is, how can you 
get out of 1fades, “ the empire of death,” if you neglect 
to embrace Jesus, as the Life Giver, and rightful heir to. 
the throne—the kingdom of David, by forming a union 

with him ?
Remember the Apostle does not ask how the mur

derer, the adulterer, the highway robber, the slanderer 
aud scoffer, can get out of Ifades, “ the empire of death!” 
but those who neglect to form a union with Jesus, the 
Life Giver.

A man who is in business need not commit forgery or 
robbery, to ruin himself; he has only to neglect bis busi
ness, and his ruin is certain. A man who is lying on a 
bed of sickness, need not cut his throat to destroy him
self; he has only to neglect the means of restoration, and 
he will die. A man floating in a skiff above Niagara 
Falls, need not move an oar or make an effort to destroy 
himself; he has only to neglect to use the oar at the 

proper time, and ho will certainly bo carried over the 
cataract.
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So with you, if you ucglcct this salvation! There is 
no chance for you to gel out of Hades—the grave, or 
“ the empire of death.”

For the author of my text ha9 testified positively, 
that the word spoken through engols was firm, aud 

every deviation and disobedience received a just retribu
tion !

Adam, for neglecting to give heed to^lhe word of God, 
has been turned back to 11 dust.”'

Cain, for neglecting to exercise faith in God, became 
“ a fugitive and vagabond in the earth,” until the pen
alty of the divine law was inflicted upon him: “Dust 
thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.”

God brought a flood of waters upon the old world, on 
account of their wickedness, and “destroyed them all!”

He has “ turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, making 
them an ensample unto those that after should live 
ungodly.” That is, as they have gone into a state of 
death, from which there is no revival into life, so will 
all die who fail to form a union with Jesus, the Life 
Giver, and maintain it.

Pharaoh and his army wero drowned in the Red Sea, 
for neglecting to believe the word of the Lord.

The calf-worshippers, at the foot of Sinai, wero rejected 
of God and perished I

The earth opened and swallowed Datlian and Abiram, 
and all the men that appertained unto Korah, because 
they neglected to obey God. ■

The impious “Belshazzar and his lords,” have been 
reduced to a state of endless nothingness, for refusing to 
worship God, after they had been made acquainted with 

his claims upon them!
Mrs. Lot has been turned into a pillar of salt, for 

neglecting to obey God I
The priests of Baal, have “ received a just recompense 

of reward,” for neglecting to offer sacrifices to God, after 

they had been made acquainted with Him.
The Jews, for neglecting or refusing to receive Jesus
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as the Life Giver and rightful heir to the throne of David 
have been destroyed. 1

The worshippers of u the beast and his image,” who 

are alive at the coming of Christ, “shall consume away 
into smoke!” And Paul testifies, that thoso who are 
alive at the coming of Jesus, and “ know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they 
“ shall bo punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”

Job 3:11-10, “Why died I not from the womb? 

why did I not give up the ghost when 1 came out of the 
belly! Why did the knees prevent me ? why the breasts 
that I should suck ? For now should I have bin still 

and been quiet, 1 should have slept: then had I been at 
rest, with kings and counsellors of the earth, which built 

desolate places for themselves; or with princes that had 
gold, who filled their houses with silver: or as an hidden 
untimely birth 1 had not been: as infants which never 
saw light.” From this solemn portion of God’s word, we 
learn that all who die out of Christ or the plan of re
demption, are “ as an hidden untimely birth, as infants 
that never saw light.” (life.) And of all such charac
ters, says Job, u the cloud is consumed and vanisheth 
away: so lie that gooth down to the grave shall come up 
no more.”1—(7:9.) 20:21, ‘?I have sinned; what 
shall I do unto thee, 0 thou Preserver of men? why 
hast thou set mo as a mark against thee, so that I am a 
burden to myself? And why dost thou not pardon my 
transgression, and take away my iniquity? for now shall 
I sleep in the dust, aud thou shalt seek me in the morn
ing, but I shall not be.” Here Job takes the position, 
that if he dies without obtaining a pardon of his sins, in 
the morniug of the resurrection 1 shall not be. And in 
the 24th chapter, 19 and 20th verses, he has informed 
us why he would not be. “ Drought and heat consume 
the snow waters: so doth the grave those which have 
sinned. The womb shall forget him: the worm shall 
feed sweetly on him; he shall be no more remembered; 
and wicked uess shall be broken as a tree.”
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The leslimony of David, in Psalms 49, confirms the 
truthfulness of the doctrine taught by Paul, relative to 
the end of the wicked: “Nevertheless man being in 

honor abideth not: he is like the beasts, that perish. 
Like sheep they are laid in the grave: death shall feed 
on them; and the upright shall have dominion over 
them in the morning: and their beauty shall consume in 

the grave from their dwelling. But God will redeem my 
soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall 

never see light. ■ Man that is in honor, and understand- 
eth not, is like the beasts that perish.”

Respected friends, are sheep, or beasts, to be taken out 
of Hades, “the empire of death?” You answer, nay! 
Neither will those who neglect or reject this great sal
vation. For—

Like brutes they lire*.
Like brutes they die I

In' confirmation of the doctrine preached by Paul, 
relative to the end of the rejecters of the Christ, I will 
present the following portions of Holy Writ: 110 Lord 
our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over 
us; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 
They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, 
they shall not rise; therefore hast thou visited and 
destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. 
Thus sailli the Lord, which maketh a way in the sea, 
and a path in the mighty waters: Which bringeth forth 
the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they 
shall lie down together, they shall not rise; they are 
extinct, they are quenched as tow.” Isaiah 26: 13, 14; 

43: 16, 17.
“In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will 

make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a 
perpetual sleep, and not wako, saith the Lord.” Jer. 
61: 39. “ And this shall be the pluguo wherewith the
Lord will smite all the people that have fought against 
Jerusalem. Their flesh shall consume away while they 

stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away
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in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in 

their 111011111.” Zach. 14:12. And Amos says, “They 
shall fall and never rise up again.” Prov. 21: 16, “The 

man that wandereth out of the way of understanding 
shall remain in the congregation of the dead.”

Luke 13: 1, 5, “There were present at that season 
some that told him of the Galileans, whoso blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering, 
said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans wore 
sinners above all the Galileans, because they suilered such 

things ? I tell you, Nay; but except ye ropent, ye shall 

all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom tho 
tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they 

wore sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ? 1
tell you, Nay; but except yo repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish.”
And it was the faith of the Pharisees, that these indi

viduals were destroyed on the account of their great 
wickedness; and from this destruction they would never 

be revived into life. And Jesus gave them to under
stand, that unless they reformed, they would die that 
death from which they would never be revived into life!

Acts 13: 40, 41, “Qeware, therefore, lest that come 
upon you which is spoken of in tho prophets. Behold, 
ye despisera, and wonder, and perish; for I work a work 
in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.”

The Greek word translated perish is aphanistheete, 
and is defined thus by Leddell cfc Scott: “To destroy 
utterly, to disappear and be heard of no more.” And 
in Jerusalem’s overthrow, this solemn denunciation had 
its fulfillment in the destruction of those Jews, who 
rejected the divine testimony pertaining to tho resurrec
tion of Jesus, tho Life Giver. They have disappeared, 
and tjiere is no more of tuem !!

John 3: 36, “He that believeth on tho Son hath ^/on
ion Zoeen, age-lasting life; and ho that believeth not the 

Son shall not see Zoeen—life; (that is, he will not see 

life of any kind,) but tho wrath of God abideth upon
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him.” And by turning to Ocn. 3: 19, we learn that this 
wrath is not pain, but the loss of life! 11 Dust thou art
AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RETURN.”

Thus wo are shut up to the faith, that those who neg
lect this great salvation will bo held in the empire of death, 
by the law, eternally. Solemn thought! who can endure 

it? Just look upon that man as his breath departs! Be
hold him as he is borne to the grave; then look upon him 
as he is lowered down into that damp, dark, and cold 
grave! Listen to the rattling of the gravel ns it falls 
upon his coffin! Then remember that ho has died out 
of Christ! Therefore he must remain in the grave for
ever!!! Shall this be your condition? It must be, if 
you fail to form a union with Christ, by believing the 

Gospel and obeying itl
I call upon you to-day in the name of the Eternal God, 

and His Son Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, to form 
the union before the icy hand of death fall upon thee, or 
the storm of vengeance overtake thee, and you into ruin’s 
gulf bo hurled! Will you form the union with Jesus 

and maintain it, that in the day of his coming you may 
be saved ? 0 my Father, fasten truth upon the heart of 

this congregation 1 Amen, and Amen.
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THE ONE THING. NEEDFUL.
Bt R. V. LYON, Suspension Bridge, N. Y.

11 Rut one thing is needful; And Mary hath chosen that good part, which 
shall not bo taken away from her.”— Luko 10: 42.

Many people have honestly supposed that Martha was not a 
disciple of Jesus, but that Mary was a very godly woman. All 
this difference of opinion is owing to tlio want of a correct 
understanding of tho organization of the two women. Martha 
was probably in possession of a nervous-sanguine temperament. 
Things, with her, must be in their place, und all moving for
ward harmoniously. I-Ier work must all be done up in order, 
things in readiness for the next meal, and her person tastefully 
clad. Then a social or a religious chat, by her, would be 
enjoyed. But Mary was of the opposite character; being in 
possession of a lymphntic temperament, she could sit down and 
enjoy a friendly visit, though her bouse had not been swept, 
her beds not mado up, nor her person tastefully clad, and noth
ing in her house for the next meal. Willi her, nil would bo 
well, and Rotliing but stern necessity would move hor to action. 
Now, each of these women were in danger: one of being over- < 
charged with tho cares of this life; the other, of being indolent 
in her domestic afTuirs and that which tends to tidiness. But, 
at tho Lime Jesus uttered my text, he was journoying. and “ ho 
entered into a certain village, and a certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house; and sbo had a sister called 
Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But 
Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, 
and said, Lord, dost thou not caro that my sister hath left mo 
to servo alono? bid her therefore that sbo help me. And Jesus 
answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful 
and troubled about ninny things: But onn thing is needful: 
and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not bo taken 
away from her.”

What is this ono thing which Mnry had chosen, which is more 
needful than everything else combined? With one, it is a 
splendid farm j with another, a fine house; with another, a fino 
horse and carriage; with another, an oflice in Towx or State; 
with another, a classical education; with another, a gratifica
tion of the lusts of the llcsli; with another, lliul she may out-
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8hIno hor associates in dresB; with another, a companion. Now, 
Bomo of theso things may be needful, but they arc not the 
“one thing needful” spoken of in my text Well, somo of you 
say, tho preacher is right, for 1 believe it is blessed religion; 
and this blessed religion consists, with some, in attendiug to 
periodical revivals, going to class or conference meetings, or 
meeting, on the first day of tho week to cat the supper, and 
exclaiming, “ I thank God for blessed religion; 1 thank God I 
have the truth, and can Bhow that all are wrong but Christadcl- 
phinns; I thank God that I was converted to the one faith, a 
Thomasitc, a Baptist, a Presbyterian, a Churchman, a Metho
dist, a Papist, (but few thank God that they arc disciples of 
Jesus,) and 1 am resolved to die in the body to which I belong.” 
Then they will live tho rest of the timo, just os though thcro 
was no God, no future life to secure, or a death from which 
there is no revival into life, to shun!

Now, we are not against people going to meeting, or talking 
in meeting, or attending to any religious duty. But to say 
that it is tho “one thing needful” named in the text, is not 
true. What is this one thing which Mary had chosen? 1 
answer, Jesus, the Life Givek.

Go back with mo to the garden which God planted in Eden, 
and take a view of our first parents, who alone of nil the human 
family ever had the privilege of walking amid its beautiful 
groves, in unison with their maker; and to make their happi
ness more complete, listen to those sweet notes which fall from 
Eden’s feathered songsters, borne along on zophyris stainless 
wing, and saluted the cars of that happy pair; and with full 
liberty to rcgalo themselves amid the soft and balmy breezes of 
Paradise, and of all its trees to gather fruit most freely, “ except 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Eat of that, 
and you will bccomo a dying mnn; consequently decay able, 
corruptible, and doomed to go back to dust, and that will bo 
your end. But upon your doing as I have bid you, yon shall 
eat of tho tree of life and live forever, and thereby prove your
selves worthy of having the exalted honor conferred upon you. 
in cariying out my purpose in tho creation and formation of 
tho earth, that it should bo inhabited by a race of immortal, 
Binless beings.

But Adam and bis race have sinned, and tho sentence of 
deatii is passed upon them. Gen. 3: 17-19; Rom. 5: 12,
“ And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast barkened unto , 
the voice of thy wife, and host eaten of tho tree, of which I 
commanded tbee, saying. Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is 
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow Bhall thou eat of it all tho 
days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to ,• 
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of tho field; in the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou cat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it wasl thou taken; for dust thou art, aud uuto dust
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shall thou return. WTierefore, os by ono man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all hare sinned.”

, Here we hare the most indubitable testimony that mon die 
' because they have sinned; nro doomed to go back to dust, the 
) earth from whence they came. And if the Father had not been 
i heard to say, “I hare found a ransom” in Jesus, the Life 
Ngiver, death would hare been an eternal sleep; and sinful 

plan could nerer hoped for a pardon of his sins,' resurrection, 
future life, and a home where it could be enjoyed; and tho 
time como when misery should ccaso to roll its deep, dark and 
turbid waves over the world.

But Jesus, tho seed of tho woman, the seed of Abraham, 
according to promise, was born of the Virgin Mary, made a 
little lower than the messengers, (Adam and Eve,) inasmuch 
as he was made of sin’s flesh; possessing one common nature 
with his brethren, for the suffering of Death! And on trial, he 
was placed for the higher, or age-lasting life, which Adam 
would hnvo obtained by eating of the tree of life, if he had 
obeyed God. But Jesus stood the trial, and died on the ac
count of the sins of his people. But ho was not to bo boldon 
of Death, as the first Adam is.

Because he walked in the path of life, which was the path of 
faith and obedience. Therefore, he was quickened into ago- 
lasting life by the eternal Spirit, leaving the Adamic, or animal 
life, In the bands of the law, where all such life will go, and 
be held eternally in a state of Death. But as he comes forth, 
he leads the way for a multitude of captives, his sheep, the 
purchase of his blood, to come forth. Having arrested the keys 
of Death, and of Tlndes. out of tho hand of tho usurper, he 
assends up ou high and takes liis seat at the right hand of God; 
whore ho now sits as the Intercessor, the Mediator, tho Advo
cate of his people, the purchase of his blood: and is now a 
representative, surety and pledge of their resurrection.

Paul informs ns, that “as the children have one common 
nature of blood and flesh, be also, in like manner, partook of 
these, in order that, by means of his death, he might vanquish 
him possessing the power of death, that is, the enemy, and 
might liberate those who, by fear of death, were throughout 
their whole life held in slavery.”—Diagloit.

In this portion of Iloly Writ, the Apostlo most emphatically 
testifies that Jesus will ultimately deliver (ho saints out of their 

. graves, who bad lived and died in the faith. And it is a fact, 
that the ancient saints believed in tho resurrection of the chil
dren of God; but how it was to bo accomplished, they did not 

■ seem to understand. But upon tho Father's raising up Jesus,
I incorruptible, the veil, which had hung over the grnvo for ages, 

was rent. And now, the believer con look through the grave 
into tho age or world to come, by looking to Jesus, who is the
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head of the body, tho church. And according to organic law, 
when once the bend is safely born, the body will be. And 
revealed law touches us that Jesus, the bend of the body, tbo 
church, has been safely born from the dead. Therefore^ the 
body, the church, will be at bis coming. For “ Christ is risen 
from the dead, and become tho first fruits of them that slept” 
That is, those that sleep in him. “ For since by man (the first 
Adam) enme death, by man (the second Adam) came also tho 
resurrection of the dead.” “ For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive." That is, in consequence of 
your connection with the first Adam in transgression, death: but 
upon your becoming united to Jesus, the second Adam, life. 
“ But every man in his own order." or band: “ Christ, the first 
fruits;" that is, the first in the order—first the head, then the 
body.
at bis coming."
out of the resurrection, save those that belong to him—the pur
chase of his blood; “ the body," “ the church.” Paul informs 
us in Col. 1: 14-20, .That it is through the blood, the life of 
Jesus, that the church has redemption. And this redemption 
embraces every thing which pertains to a future state. Hence, 
he says, that Christ is the beginning of the future creation, or 
world; that he is the first born from the dead, of every crea
ture that will ever have a future state of existence. And that 
nothing will exist, only through him. For he will be the cre
ator of tbo age, or world to corao. Therefore, he will bo before 
all things, the head of the body, the church, who is the begin
ning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things be migh 
have tho pre-eminence. 11 For it pleased tho Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell; and, having mnde peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto him
self; by him, 1 say, whether they bo things in earth, or things 
in heaven."

And Peter affirms, Acts 4: 12, “Neither is there salvation in 
any other,for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must bo saved." And Paul testifies that it is 
an eternal salvation: Heb. 5: 8, 9, “Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being 
made perfect, he became the auLlior of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey him.” And the testimony of Jesus is in har
mony with this great cardinal tnitb. Please listen to it. John 
11: 25, 26, “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and tho 
life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: And wdiosoevcr liveth, and bclieveth in me, shall never 
die. Belie vest thou this?" From this declaration of Christ, we 
learn: 1. That only those who believe in him, will be raised to 
life. 2. That those who are alive and believe in him, at his 
coming, will not die. But according to Paul's exposition of 
this text, they will bo changed to immortality, whilst the dead

“ Afterwards.” or the next in order, “ they that are his, 
“Then cometh the end." Leaving everybody
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will l»c raised incorruptible. Again Jobn 6: 53, 54, “Then 
Jesus said unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except yo 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have iio 
life in you. Who so eateth my flesh, and drinkclh my blood, 
hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 3: 14-17, 36, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man bo lifted up; thnt 
whosoever belicvcth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world, that be gave his only begot
ten Son, that whosoever belicvcth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life, for God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved. He that belicvcth on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that belicvetli not the Son shall not see life; but tbo wrath of 
God abideth on him.”

And Jesus said to the Jews, “I am come thnt ye might have 
life; and have it more abundantly.” Inusmuch us the life, tbut 
I have been delegated with power to give, is eternal. But “ye 
will not come unto me, that ye might have life.” “1 am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” That is, I am the way out of 
“ the empire of death,” into tho world to come. Hence the 
necessity of getting into Christ, or furmiug a union with him, 
in order to get out of the grave or live again, or come into pos
session of future life. And this Likh is the gift of God, or his 
free gift; and it comes by or through the anointed Jesus.

Thus we learn from tho Bible, that everything which pertains
to u future state, centers in Jesus, the Life Giver. Conse
quently those who die out of Christ, have no hopo of living 
again. Therefore ho must be tho “one thing needful.” And 
hence the necessity of your making choice of him, by forming 
a union with him immediately. For only as the union is formed 
can we secure life in Jesus, which will survive ns in death, by 
which we will bo quickened into life when he comes. And all 
those who refuse or neglect to do it, havo no moro prospect of 
life of any description in the future, than tho farmer has of a 
crop of wheat in harvest, who has sowed whoat which was des
titute of tho germ of life.

2. Tho power of choice is in man.
“ Mary hath chosen that good part.” Respected friends, what 

was Mary’s privilege, is yours, so far ns making choice of Christ. 
And it appears that Moses gave the people to understand that, 
they had the power of choice. For says ho, “I call heaven and 
earth to witness, that 1 have this day set beforu you lifo and 
death. Therefore choose life that you may live.” “Why halt 
ye so long between two opinions? If tho Lord bo God, serve 
him; if Baal, servo him.” Joshua 24: 14,15, “And if it seem 
evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom yo 
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of tho Amor-
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ftos. in whose land yc dwell: but as Tor mo and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” Again, Jesus said; “If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me and drink.” “How oil would 1 have 
gathered you, but yo would not.”

3. The necessity of choosing Christ
If you would have all your sins forgiven, and opened up 

before you, and going before to judgment, and cornc into pos
session of “ peace that is like a river, and righteousness 'that tis 
like the waves of the sea;” 11 joy that is unspeakable and full of 
glory;” the testimony that your record is on high; that your 
“ name is engraven upon the palm of the redeemer’s jhand;” 
Christ, by you, must be chosen.

4. If you “would be accounted worthy to obtnin that world. . 
and the resurrcclion out from among the dead ones,” have God 
for your Father: and with Christ, and all the patriarchs, proph
ets, apostles and martyrs dwell, and bask forever beneath the 
sunshine of an endless day; possess earth in its restored state; 
and take a part in the arrangement of the kingdom, and share 
in its glory; go to make up the bride, the Lamb’s wife, the 
queen of the coming age; the victor’s palm bear; the white robe 
wear; the conqueror’s song sing; and amid Eden’s beautiful 
groves walk; stand upon the sunny banks of life’s beautiful 
river; gather fruit from life’s fair tree; have your cars saluted 
with the Bwecl notes of Eden’s songsters; listen to the song of 
Moses and the Lamb, as it will be sung by the one hundred and 
forty-four thousand; stand upon the lofLy heights of Zion, and 
unite with the saved of all ages in singing the grand anthem of 
sulvation; Christ, by you, must be chosen.

5. IIow is he to be chosen?
I answer: by believing the record that God has given of his 

Son, as being “the way” out of “the empire of deatiIj” into 
the world to come; “the truth and the life.” And this life, 
which he possesses, and has power to give, is spirit life; the 
opposite of that life wo now possess, which has been forfeited 
by sin.

6. As the medium appointed by God. through which forgive
ness, resurrection, future life, and a title to earth in its restored 
state, where this life is to he enjoyed, eternally.

Repentance for all our sins; which is a change of one’s course 
of conduct, from wrong to right; a ceasing to do evil, and a 
learning to do well; a breaking oil’from sin, and turning to the. 
Lord with full purpose of heart; and be immersed into the nnme* 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. Then the promiso will 
lie fulfilled, “ Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” And 
to maintain this union, which has been formed with Jesus, the 
Life Giver, there must be a continuance “in the Apostle’s 
touching, and fellowship, and in breuking the loaf,” which is the 
Lord's supper, “ and in prayers.” For Jesus has said, “ Every 
branch in me Ihnlbenrcth not fruit, he tnketh nwuy: nnd every
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branch that bcareth fruit) ho pnrgeth it) that it may bring forth 
more fruit”

7. The necessity of making the choice now.
First, You are mortal. Job 4:17, • ‘ Shalt mortal man be just 

with God ?” Consequently corruptible, and liable any hour to 
fall under the power of disease, and to be conquered by death 
at any moment Have any of you n lease from the Almighty 
of another month? Dare any of you take tho position that you 
will live another week, day, or hour? Death may be feeling 
for thy heart strings this very moment! Do not those sparkling 
eyes begin to grow dim, and those rosy checks pale and ema
ciated? Perhaps the screws are already made which is to 
fasten down the lid of your coffin; the boards sawed and sea
soned, of which your coffin is to bo made; or it may be 
already made and in yonder shop waiting to receive you; and 
this very “night thy life may be required of thee!” and you 
are yet in your s'idb; hence in danger of that death, from which 
none will ever be revived into life! Solemn thought! Who can 
endure it? How dare you any longer neglect this important 
work?

Second, Tho Judge standeth at the door. Not that I claim 
to know ihe day, or the hour of his coming; noitherdo I believe 
that it is revealed in the word of God. Yet his coming as a 
thief is nigh, and hasteth greatly. Many in this congregation, 
1 believe, will survive the pale nations of the dead till he comes. 
A little in the distance, and you will sco the heavens depart and 
roll together os a scroll, the Son of God vacating his Father's 
throne, clothed in robes of royalty, stepping into the car of 
glory, whose wheels shall roil in fire down the burning pathway 
of the heavens, surrounded by myriads of angels; tho heavens 
are lit up with his glory; the trump of God is sounding; the 
graves of tbc saints are opcncdl

Listen to their loud Allcluiahs, as they are borne along upon 
the breeze, and fall upon (ho ears of the lost, who arc to Tall 
beneath tho •* wrath of the Lamb.” No way for them to escape. 
Proffered mercy they have slighted! Solemn warnings they 
have rejected, and the dread hour has cornel 0, what bitter 
wailings are now heard among the rejecters of tho truth, 
they made light of grayer, but they now pray. Listen to tho 
mournful prayer which they now offer. Rocks and mountains, 
fall on us, and hide us from tho face of him who sitlclh upon 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. But rocks and 
mountains flee away, and naked before the blazing throne of 
the Judge of the living and the dead, they will be compelled to 
stand and receive their final doom, which will bo an everlasting 
destruction from tho presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power.”

Siuncrs, stop nnd think before yon further go. Remember 
that mercy lingers to-night, and all heaven is wailing to bo

Once
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gracious. 0, will you not act the part of wisdom, embrace the 
truth and obey it, that you may with the holy of nil ages meet, 
and with Christ and his father dwell and bask forever timid tbo 
sunbeams of an endless da 
provided a ransom. Shall

In conclusion, yon will allow ~mo to state, thnt bo who has 
Jesus for liis portion is in possession of a friend that will never 
leavo nor forsake him. Health you may now have, but to
morrow it may bo gone, and gone forever. Friends you may 
have, but to-morrow they may huvo become your deadly foes. 
You may have wealth, and that may hnvc liecn consumed by 
fire, or taken from you by fraud, or your children may squan
der it, or it may be destroyed by a flood, or an earthquake, or 
taken by the midnight assassin. But he who has made choice 
of Christ has a treasure which is abiding ns the throne on 
which the eternal God sits; for Jesus has said, “ My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and nono is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand.1' And Paul testifies, 11 For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from tho love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” _ .

Respected friends, will you mako choice of Christ to-night, 
that you may live forever, and range tho fields of Eden?

y. Glory be to God that Ho has 
it be yours?
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The Following Works oan be had of the Author, 

R, V, Lyon, Suspension Bridge, N, Y.

]. The True Source of Immortality.
2. The Destiny of the Wicked.
3. The Thief—Paradise.
4. Science of Grafting, or how Man gets into the Christ.
5. Looking for Jesus.
6. The Scattering and Restoration of Israel.
7. An Exposition of John 5: 28, 20.
8. Man in death—Jesus the only way out of Ilndcs

into a Future World.
9. The Father's Gift

10. Paul’s Hope, or an Exposition of Acts 24: 14, 15.
11. The Sanctuary.
12. The Resurrection of God’s dead men—the Church;

or an Exposition of 1 Cor. 15: 22.
13. “Did Jesus Redeem all Men ?”
14. The Coming Struggle.
15. The Ancient Faith.
16. The Glorious Future! The Kingdom of God! Or

the Reign of Christ and his Cabinet
17. The Believer’s only hope of a Future State: or Lifo

in the Future, an Israelitish Hope.
18. The Gospel of God! or The Love of God, as Re

vealed in The Plan of Redemption.
19. The Gathering and Conversion of Israel; or, Israel

the Head of the Nations in the Age to Come, and 
not the Tail.

20. The Gospel is the Great Motive Power to lead Men
to “Worship God.”

21. The New Birth; or, The Birth of the Spirit.
22. The Great Salvation.
23. Paul’s Commentary on the Penalty of Sin.
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THE BIRTH OF WATER
ivd or

THE SPIRIT.
A LECTURE DELIVERED IN THE CHRISTIAN CHAPEL AT 

THE CITY OF JEFFERSONVILLE, IND.

By R. V. LYON, Suspension Bridge, N. Y.

The New Birth, or, The Birth of The Spirit.
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I eay unto thee, except a man be born 

of water and of the Spirit, ho cannot enter into the kingdom of God.— 
John 3:5.

Many people have honestly supposed and boldly taught 
that Nicodemus was ashamed to be in the company of 
Jesus in the day-time, hence he took the night to have 
an interview with him, that ho might not be seen by the 
nobility. But this is treating Nicodemus disingenuously, 
for one to bring such a charge against him, for every
thing in the record of his acts proves the charge to be 
false. It is true, he was a Pharisee, (probably among 
the number whom John the Immerser had immersed,) a 
ruler of the Jews; therefore, his time was occupied 
through the day, and, being honest, he would not use 
the time that belonged to the government for his own 
private gratification, as many an office holder does in our 

day; and it is evident that if he had the time to spare, 
he would not have used it, because Jesus was engaged 
during the day in attending to his public duties, conse
quently, it was not a suitable time for a private interview; 
therefore, he took the most proper time to gain the 
knowledge he desired.

11 Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou docst,
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except God be with him.” What a confession for a ruler 

to make! What a noble mind is here exhibited! And 
Jesus immediately perceived that he was a good ground 
hearer; therefore he commenced to sow the good seed, 
the gospel of the kingdom, the birth of the Spirit-, the 
resurrection. “Verily, verily, I say uuto thee, except a 

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Kicodcmus understood that the* birth of the flesh 

brought him into this world, but he did not understand 
how a man could be born again when he i9 old, and as 
he was anxious to learn the truth, Jesus introduces the 
subject of baptism, which Nicodemus well understood, 
to illustrate and enforce the necessity of the resurrection 
or birth of the Spirit, in order to enter the kingdom of 
God. “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man (not 
an infant, as some teach,) be born out of the water, 
[Gferm. Trans.,] and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 

the kingdom of God.” A man buried in water, if he is 
never born out of it, would cease to exist as a conscious 
being, eternally. So it will be with him upon his 
entering into hades, “the empire of death,” if he is never 
resurrected or born of the Spirit.

Baptism is a significant term. It is the appointed law 
for the remission of sins. Acts 2: 38, “Repent and bo 
immersed, every one of you, into the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sius.” Acts 22: 1C, “Arise 

and be immersed, and wash away thy sins.” Titus 3: 
35, “By the washing of regeneration (baptismal regen
eration,) and renewing of the Holy Spirit”

2. it is the appointed medium by which the believer 
is inducted into Christ, and thereby he takes the family 
name, sons and daughters of God. Gal. 3: 27, “ For 
as many of you as have been immersed into Christ have 
put on Christ”

3. It is significant of his death, burial and resurrec
tion. Rom. (i: 3-5, “For if we have been planted in 
the likeness of his death, so also in the likeness of his 
resurrection.” And as Jesus died on the account of the 
sins of his people, and was raised ns a pledge, a surety
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and sample of wliat they will be in the resurrected state, 
so in baptism; his people, his body, the church of whom 
ho is the head, put off the character of the first Adam, 
the animal man, and put on the character of the second 

Adam, (Jesus,) the Spirit man, and thoroby acknowledg
ing that, in the resurrection, they will rise Spirit men, 
incorruptible, immortal; leaving the animal life in the 

hands of justice—the law. Hence a' glorious type of 
the resurrection. “ Know ye not, that so many of us as 

were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we .also should 
walk in newness of life.” 1 Cor. 15: 29, “Otherwise, 
what will those do who are being immersed on behalf of 

the dead, (the righteous dead,) if the dead (righteous 
dead,) are not raised at all; why, then, are they immersed 
on their behalf.”—Diaglolt,

4. And in the act of being immersed, the believei 

acknowledges his faith in the coming of Jesus to rule 

the world in righteousness. Acts 17 :■ 31.

II. In order to make my proposition good, it devolves 
upon me to prove to you, that the resurrection of Christ 
was a birth from the dead, and produced by the Spirit of 
God. Proof, Ps. 2: 7, “The Lord (God,) said unto me 
(Christ,) thou art my son; this day have I begotten 
thee.” And Paul and John apply this begetting to the 
resurrection of Christ Heb. 1: 6, “And again, when 
ho bringeth in the first-born into the world, ho saitli, and 
let all the angels of God worship him.”—[ Whiting's 

Trans.] This quotfition is from tho second Psalm. 
Rev. 1:5, “ And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
and tho first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth.”—[ Whiting's Trans.] 
itive testimony that his resurrection was a birth. Acts 
13: 30, 33. Paul applies the begetting in Ps. 2: 7, to 
the resurrection of Christ. “ But God raised him from 
tho dead: and he was seen many days of them which

Here we have pos-
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came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his 
witnesses unto the people. And we declare unto you 
glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto 

the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their 
children, in that lie hath raised up Jesus again; as it is 
also written in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee.” And it was this begetting 
or resurrection that constituted him most emphatically 
the Son of God. Rom. 1: 3, 4, Concerning His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh. “And declared to be the 
Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holi
ness, by the resurrection from the dead.” Col. 1: 14, 
19, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born .of every creature: For by 
him were all things created, that arc in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were 
created by him, and for him: And he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist. And he is the 
head of the body: the Church, who is the beginning, the 
first-born from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fullness dwell.” In this interesting portion of 
Holy Writ, the Apostle testifies to the following facts:

1. That Christ is the first-born from the dead, of 
every creature that will have life or- existence in the world 
to come! The first fruits of them that sleep in him.

2. That he will be the creator of the world to come.
3. That he is in advance, or the head of the world to 

come; therefore, all things that exist or have life in the 
world to come, will have it through or by him, in as 
much as lie will be the Mighty God and Everlasting 
Father of the world to come.

4. That the Church is the body, and Christ is its 
head.

5. That lie is the first-born from the dead.
6. ‘ That ho will have the pre-eminence in everything 

that pertains to a future state, or the world to come.
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# Again, Isaiah, 60: 6, 7, “A voice of noise from the 
city, a voice from the temple, a voice of' tho Lord that 
rendcreth recompense to his enemies. Before she trav
ailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was 
delivered of a man-child.” This man-child was Jesus 
the Life Giver. And in his being raised from the dead,’ 
the prophecy had a litoral fulfillment. Verso 8: “Who 
hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day ? or 
shall a nation be born at once ? for as soon ns Zion trav
ailed, she brought forth her children.” In this passage 
the prophet testifies, that the lime will come when a 
nation shall bo born in a day. And the birth of the 
child (Jesus,) spoken of in tho previous verse is a pledgo, 
and a surety of its birth. And this nation is Peter's 
“chosen generation, royal priesthood, an holy nation a 
peculiar people.”

II. This birth was produced by the Spirit of God, 
according to the testimony of Peter and Paul, 1 Peter 
3: 18; Romans, 8:11; “For Christ also hath once suf
fered for sins, the just for tho unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in tho fiesli, but quickened 
by the Spirit: But if the Spirit of him that raised up 
Jesus from tho dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwellclh in you.” Having 
proved to you, by the most indubitable testimony, that 
the resurrection of Christ was a birth, and that it was 
produced by tho Spirit of God, and that he is the first
born from the dead, the head of the body, the Church, 
tho first-born among many brethren, therefore, their 
resurrection must bo the birth of tho Spirit. For “that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is Spirit.” “Tho wind bloweth where 
it listoth, and thou hearcst the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it comelh, and whither it gocth; so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.”

■ And according to organic law there never can be a 
birth of the flesh only as there is a begetting, and an
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observance of Ihc law. Let her transgress organic law 
by taking those drugs which are advertised in the secu
lar and so-called religious papers, which have been pre
pared by artful men for the purpose of procuring abortion, 
therefore no living child can be born. And as God is 
the author of organic and revealed law, hence thev must 
agree. Consequently there never can be a birth of the 
Spirit, or resurrection, only as there is a begetting, and 
a strict observance of revealed law. A man may be 

begotten by the incorruptablo word of God, but if lie 
gives heed to or follows the workings of the flesh, abor
tion is sure to follow: and he will bo “ns a hidden, 
untimely birth, as infants which never saw light!” There
fore no birth of the Spirit or resurrection. And as 
animal life commences at or subsequent to begetting, or 
conception, and it must be continued, in order that a 

living child be born of the flesh, so Spirit life must 
commence here, (and only* as man is begotten by the 
word of truth, can it commence,) and he continued, in 
order that one be born of the Spirit, or raised from the 
dead. “For ye (the lielievers,) are dead, and "j'our 
life is hid with Christ in God, when Christ who is our 
life shall npj>ear, then shall ye appear with him in glory.” 

And ;is the birth of the flesh brought us into this world, 
so the birth of the SpiriL will bring us into the world to 
come. And as our entrance into this world, was made 
to depend upon a begetting, and birth of the flesh, so 
an entrance into the world to come, is made to depend 
upon a begetting, .and a birth of the Spirit, or resurrec
tion.”

III. But how arc men to ho begotten, and by whom 
are they to be begotten ? is a question of thrilling interest 
to all who are desirous of obtaining an entrance into the 
Kingdom of God, or a future state of existence.

We answer in the language of inspiration: 1 Peter 1: 
3, “Blessed he the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ which, according to Ins abundant merev, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
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of Jesus Christ from the (lend.” Here we learn that 
Peter was begotten by the preaching of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, the head of the body, the Church, and 
liis reception of it Philemon 10, “I beseech thee for 
my son Oncsimus, whom I have liegotten in my l>onds.’' 
How is it Paul, that you begat Onesimus? Answer—1 

Corinthians 4: 15, “For though ye have ten thousand 
instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for, 
in Christ Jesus, I have begotten you through the gospel.” 
Thus wo learn that it was by the preaching of the gospel, 
and faith in it,on his part, by which lie had been begotten. 
1 John 5: 1, 5, 18, “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the anointed, is begotten by God: and whosoever loveth 
him who begat, loveth him also who was begotten by 
him. We know that whoever is begotten by God sin- 
netli not; but he who is begotten by God keepeth him
self, and the wicked one toucheth him not. For whatever 
is begotten by God, overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”— 
[ Whiting's Trans.] Faith in the gospel. 1 John 3:9; 
4: 7, “Whoever is begotten of God, doth not practice 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, 
because he is begotten of God. Beloved let us love each 
other, for love is of God; and every one who loveth is 
begotten of God, and knoweth God.” 1 Peter 1: 23, 
“Being begotten again, not by corruptible seed, but by 
incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth 
and remaineth.”— Whiting's Trans.] James 1: 18, 
“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.” 
Thus it is written, and thus we believe and preach; that 
it is God who liegets, by the word of truth, the gospel— 
the good news—the word of reconciliation, which he 
hath commanded to be preached among all nations, in 

order to obedience.

IV. The nature of this birth or resurrection.
We affirm that it will be incorruptible or immortal, 

and shall prove it by the word of God. And it should
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be remembered by all, that when wo have proved a posi
tive by the Bible, you cannot prove a negative by it, for 
it does not contradict itself.

1. God is incorruptible, immortal. For Paul, in 
Homans 1: 23, in describing the character of a certain 
class of the human family, and their doom, says, “they 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into an 
image-likeness of corruptible man, and birds, beasts and 
creeping things.” 1 Timothy 1: 17, “Now, unto the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” Here we 
have positive testimony that God is “incorruptible,” 

“immortal” And man in his present state is corrupti
ble, like the beasts, birds and creeping things.

2. Christ is the medium appointed by God, through 
which a resurrection to life is to come to corruptible man. 
For he said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” And 
have power to give it to as many as the Father shall 
give to me. John 11: 25; 17: 2. And “lie is the head 
of the body, the Church.” And according to organic 
law, when once the head is safely born into this world, 
the body will be. So in revealed law: Christ, the head, 
has been safely born from the dead, as the first fruits of 
them that sleep in him, the representative of his body, 
the Church, which will constitute the harvest from among 
the dead ones. Now if wo can prove that Christ, the 
head and representative of the Church, was born or 
raised from the dead, incorruptible, then the body, the 
Church will be, according to organic and revealed law. 
For he is the first fruits of the harvest from among the 
dead ones, the antitype of the wave-offering, which was 
one sheaf of pure, ripe graiu; not a thorn, nor a bram
ble, nor a dry branch, was bound up in it. Hence a 
perfect sample of the harvest which was to follow. 
Therefore, Christ must have been raised incorruptible, 
immortal, inasmuch as he is the first in the order of the 
resurrection: afterwards they that are his at his coming. 
Then cometh the end—leaving apostates and wicked 

men, “.in the congregation of the doad,” where they 

belong.
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3. His birth, or resurrection, was produced by the 
Spirit of God. [See Rom. 8:11; 1 Peter 3: 18.] Con
sequently spiritual. “For that which is horn of the 
Spirit is Spirit.”

4. It was his resurrection (not a change that took 
place subsequent to it,) that constituted him emphatically 
the Son of God. Romans 1: 4, “And declared to be 

the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” And ac
cording to organic law, a child must be born into the 
world with the same nature which his father possesses. 
And as organic and revealed law agree, therefore Christ 
must be born or raised from the dead with the nature of 
God, incorruptible, immortal. And ns it is impossible 
for an incorruptible fountain and channel to send forth a 
mass of putrefaction, therefore Peter’s holy nation, and 
royal priesthood, the body of Christ, the Church, must 
be born or raised from the dead, incorruptible, immortal. 
For God “begat them of his own will, with the word of 
truth.” James 1:18, Just as soon might a mortal being 
beget an immortal child, as for an immortal God to beget 
a race of mortal children. And this birth of the Spirit, 
or resurrection, constitutes them emphatically the Sons 
of God, makes them equal to the angels, immortal; and 
thereby places them in a position that death cannot have 
dominion over them any more; because they are the 
children of God, being the children of the resurrection. 
Luke 20: 33, 3G.

The Apostle Paul, with his usual eloquence, has beau
tifully presented the resurrection and its nature, in the 
15th chap. 1 Cor.: “There is one glory of the sun, and 
another of the moon, and another glory of the slam; for 
one star difl'crcth from another star in glory. So also is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it 
is raised in incorruplion.” Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and 
Jacob, and a host of the heirs of promise, have gono into 
“the empire of death” corruptible. But glory be to 
God! they will come out incorruptible, at the sounding 
of the trump of* God. “It is sown in dishonor; it is
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raised in glory; it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power; it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body.” Not changed into a spiritual body after it is 
raised, as the apostacy teach! But raised a spiritual 
body. “ For the dead shall bo raised aphthartos ”— 
11 incorruptible, immortal.”—[Leddell and Scott.] And 
the same Greek word is used by Paul in Rom. 1: 23, 
“And changed the glory of the 1aphthartos,* uncorrupt
ible God into an image liko to corruptible man, and four- 
footed beasts and creeping things.” Hence, he who 
teaches that the birth of the Spirit or resurrection is 
mortal; that is, the dead are to bo raised mortal, trample 
under foot the lexicons and the Bible!! What a position 
for an M. D. and his followers to occupy!!! But a 
knowledge of these grand truths will never give thee a 
title to the birth of the Spirit or resurrection out from 
among the dead ones! No! Never!! Never!!! 
Nothing short of a union with Jesus, the Life Giver, will 
ever give you a title to life in the future, which is made 
to depend upon the birth of the Spirit or resurrection.

Gentlemen and Ladies: Will you form the union? 
Remember that it is a question of Life and Death! 
What a inch boon life is! Think of it! Let your mind 
stretch with lightning speed, and you can never reach its 
terminus!! But its opposito is Death! Death eter
nal, from which there is no revival into life!! Heaven 
asks you which you will have. As you decide, so it will 
be! Shall we have any volunteers to-day for Life? 
Life eternal! 0, Gabriel, wait a moment! Perhaps 
some in this congregation will volunteer for life. Then 
thou canst carry the tidings up to my -Father’s throne, 
and tell it to the angels which encircle it! Amen and 
Amen.
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CHRISTIAN UNION.
Dearly Beloved Brethren* and Sisters:—Tn order that 

this priceless boon of a Saviour’s purchase bo exhibited by 11s, 
who claim to be the disciples of Jesus, it is highly important 
that we liavo unwavering confidence iii the inspiration of tho 
Living Oracles. Taking them ns our only rule of faith and 
practice in godliness, and suro guide to tho eden of rest! And 
thereby renouncing all sectarian names and human creeds, or 
articles of faith which liavo boon drawn up by uninspired men, 
stating wlml men must believe and what they must not believe, 
all for the purpose of creating a party, and exalting self, instead 
of Jesus, tho Life Giver.

2. That we abide by the literal interpretation of this best of 
all book's, Tiie Buile op Abraham's GodI

3. That we believe that its author has given it to us, clothed 
in language that we may understand.

4. That wo allow each other the right to search and understand 
tho Scriptures of the Old nnd New Testaments for themselves.

5. That man must “ live by every Word of God.”
6. That “ every Word of God is pure.” Hence, in order 

to our purification, it must lie believed and obeyed.
7. That wo believe “all Scripture given by inspiration of 

God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instniction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly finished unto all good works.” Hence, the 
importance of searching them daily, in order to obtain tho mind 
of the Spirit

8. It is highly important that we “give heed to tho sure 
word of prophecy, ns unto a light that shinclh in a dark plnco, 
until the day dawn, and day-star arise.”

9. That we believe in a literal fulfillment of tho prophetic 
word.

10. That when we hear a truth or sentiment advanced, which 
comes in collision with our peculiar notion of things, instead 
of seeking to bring objections against them, or turning them 
into burlesquo, we should rememhor that God bos made it our 
duty to compare them with His unerring Word; and if they are 
found to be in harmony with it, then it is for us to receive them 
—though it may be at tho sacrifice of a degree of popularity 
which we have gained by propagating error, or keeping back 
trntk for the sake of worldly gain I

11. We should remember that the Great Head of tho church 
has made it our duty to preach a whole Gospel.

12. We must occupy a position that will enable us with 
pleasure to graut unto our brethren and sisters who may chanco
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to differ with us on the true import of certain portions of tbo 
blessed Bible, freedom of thought and of speech; and, at iho 
same time, exercise Christian kindness and patience towards 
them.

13. Wo must at all times occupy the position of a learner 
in the school of Christ.

M. AVe should acknowledge Jesus ns our only hend and 
leader; and those to do the irill of his Father, as our brethren 
and sisters, seeking to till our proper place in the body—tbo 
Church of God.

15. We should seek to exalt Jesus, instead of ourselves!
16. We should huve love one to nnothcr, even as Jesus hath 

loved his sheep by laying down his life for them!
17. \Yc should 11 esteem others better than ourselves.”
Dearly beloved, Let these rules be observed, aud the cry of

division would no longer be heard among us; and our wenLber- 
beaten bark would leave tho waters of strife for those of peace 
and joyl Amen. R. V. Lyon.

The Tollowing Works oan be had of the Author, R. Y. Lyon, 
Suspension Bridge, N. Y.

1. Tbo True Source of Immortality.
2. The Destiny of the Wicked.
S. The TLief— Puradiso.
4. Science of Grafting, or bow Mon gets into the Christ
5. booking for Jesus.
6. The Scattering aud Restoration of Israel.
7. An Exposition of JoLn’5 : 2S, 29.
S. Man in Death—Jesus tho only way ont of Hados into a futuro world. 
9. The Father's Gift.

10. Paul's Hope, or an exposition of Acts 24: 14,15.
11. Thu Sanctuary.
12. Tbo Resurrection of God’s dead men—tho Church : or an exposition

of l Cor. 15: 22
13- " Did Jesus Redeem all Men ?” A review of Eld. L. C. Thomas, Esq. 
14. The Comiug Struggle, among tho Nations.
16. Tho Ancient Faith.
1C. Tho Glorious Futuro I The Kingdom of God I or tho Roign of Christ 

and his Cabinet.
17. The Believer's only Hope of a Futuro State ; or Life in tho Future,

Israulitirih Hope-
18. The Gospel of God ; or tho Lore of God, os retooled in tho Plan of

Redemption.
19. Thu Gathering and Conversion of Israel; or, Israel tho Head of the

Nations iu the Age to Come, and not the Tail.
20. The Gospel is the Great Motive Power to lead Men to 11 Worship God "
21. The New Birth; or, The Birth of tbo Spirit.
22. The Great Salvation.
23. Paul's Commentary on tho Penalty of Sin.
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PAUL’S OOMMEE'TAKY
OX TUB

PENALTY OF SIN.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BEFORE TILE ANNUAL CONFER

ENCE OF TUE CUURCII OF GODt OF C. IF.

By R. V. LYON, Suspension Bridge, N. Y.

“For the wages of sin in death: but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jeaun Christ our Lord.”—Rom '0: 23.

Perhaps (here is no man who hns adorned human society ns 
a writer, that hns ever possessed so much of the spirit of accommo
dation, as the author of my text, according to the teachings of 
the apostacy. Uni versa lists, believers iu eternal torture, and 
those who take the position that man must die twice in order to 
satisfy divine justice, and make their happiness complete, all 
lay claim to him as a supporter of their conflicting views. And 
if we were to listen to one of their revival sermons. (Univers- 
alists are exempted,) as they arc called, we might conclude (hat 
his epistles were full of fire and brimstone, and eternal wailings 
of the lost! or that man must die twice* to satisfy divine justice, 
and make the happiness of the saved complete. But, says the 
author of my text, It is appointed uuto men once to die,’’(not 
twice.) and this appointment reads thus: “For in the day that 
thou catest thereof, thou shall surely die.” And “after this tho 
crisis, the sentence,” [See Dr. Robinson,] is pronounced upon 
him. And this sentence reads thus: “Dust thou art and unto 
duBt shall thou return.”

But if the apostle taught that a second death, or eternal tor
ture, is the penalty of the law of God, we shall find it in his 
writings, for he says, “I have not shunned to declare unto you, 
all the council of God.” And I have “kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you, but havo shewed you, and have taught 
you publicly, and from house to house.” And when we take 
into account the fact that Paul labored more extensively than 
any of the apostles, having spent some thirty years in preaching 
the gospel; visited the most prominent cities of Greece; spent 
two years in bis own hired house, in the metropolis of tho 
Roman Empire; traveled as far west ns Spain; also quite exten
sively in his own country, preaching the gospel to nil who came, 
or had ears to hear; wrote fourteen epistles, and finally sealed
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the truth he had preached, with his own bloodl And I think it 
must be obvious to all, that if it had been a part of the gospel, 
or the teachings of the prophets, that man must die twice, or 
Buffer eternal torture, wo shall find it in his writings; for be has 
stated, positively, that he lmd •'* taught none other things, save 
what Moses nntf the prophets said should be.” And this is 
equivalent to saying, that he had given a true and faithful com
mentary upon tuo penalty of the law of God. Therefore, wo 
will present to you this morning, his commentary upon tbo 
penalty op the law, that is to be inflicted upon the sinner, 
or the wicked. Hence an examination of all he has said upon 
the penalty of the law, is necessary to a knowledge of the truth 
on the question now pending.

First, wo will call your attention to what he has said upon the 
doom of the ungodly, in his letter to his Hebrew brethren, Heb. 
10: 20-31, “For if we sin willfully after that wo have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remnineth no more sacrifice 
for sins,” “but some terrible expectation of judgment which is 
about to estliicin—‘to eat up’ [Liddell& Scott,] the opponents.” 
—[Diagloti.'] And this destruction came upon the Jews, about 
A. D. 70. “He that despised Moses’ law, died without mercy 
nndcr two or three witnesses:” consequently there is no salva
tion for them. How much cheironos, “inferior,” to that pun
ishment, (spoken of in verse 28.) “suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he (the 
Son of God,) was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him that hath 
said, Vengeance belongcth unto me, I will recompense, saith tbo 
Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living God.”

“But we arc not of those shrinking back into 'apoleian*— 
destruction; but of faith, in order to a preservation of life.”

There are two important truths brought to view' in this portion 
of noly Writ, that I wish to have engraven upon your heart by 
the Spirit of God. 1. That those who transgressed a law of 
Moses, (which was the law of God,) suffered its penalty, which 
was death—the loss of life under that dispensation. 2. That 
those who_rcject Jesus as the Life Giver, or sin willfully, after 
they have received the knowledge of the truth, or counted the 
blood of the covenant wherewith Christ was sanctified an unholy 
thing, cannot expect to receive a less punishment than death— 
the loss of life—and that to take place under the dispensation 
in which ho lives. Heb. 6: 8, “But that which bearcth 
thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose 
end is to be burned.” This does not look as though Paul 
belioved in man’s dying twice, or in eternal torture, for he says 
their end is to be burnedI Heb. 2: 14, “Forasmuch then as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.’1
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The Greek word translated destroy, is katargeesee, and is defined 
by Dr. Robinson thus: ‘‘to cause to cease; to do nwny; to put 
nn end to.” Hcncct tbo time will arrive when the devil, or evil, 
will cease to exist.

We will now examine 1 Tim. 6: 9, “But they that will bo 
rich, full into temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdi- 
lion.” Olethron is the Greek word translated destruction in 
this passage, and by Dr. Robinson it is defined, “destruction, 
ruin, Death.” Wo will now invito your attention to 2 Thes. 
1: 7-9; 2: 8-12, where the apostle presonts the doom of the 
ungodly who are alive at the coming of Jesus: “ And to you. who 
are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall bo 
revealed from henven with his mighty nngels, in flaming fire, 
takiug vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting (olethron) destruction from the presence of tho 
Lord, and from tho glory of his power.” And 4 4 that day can
not come, except there come a falling away first.” “ And then 
will be revealed the lawless one; whom the Lord Jesus will 
consuino with the breath of his mouth, and annihilate by tho 
appearing of his presence.—[ Dinrjfrlt. ] “ Even him, whoso 
coming is after tho workiug of Satan, with all power, and 
signs, and lying wonders, and with all dcccivablcncss of un
righteousness in them that perish; because they received not 
the lovo of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie; that they all may be damned who believe not tho 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” And this damna
tion is a condemnation to Death, or annihilation, as taught in 
verse 8th. 1 Thes. 5:3, “ For when they shall say peace and 
safety, then sudden ‘o/eZ/tros,’. destruction, (death,) comclh 

"upon them, as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall 
not escape ” Death. The peace and safety criers are now 
doing their work. Death is their portion, unless they reform.

I will now call your attention to Phil. 3:18,19, “ For many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now loll you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whoso 
end is destruction.” The Greek word translated destruction is 
npolcia, and is defined by Liddell <£ Scott, i( a loss, losing, 
destruction.” This certainly does not look as though Paul 
believed that man must die twico, or suffer eternal torture, in 
order to satisfy divine justice! Dr. Webster gives tho following 
definition to the term destruction: “ 1. The act of destroying; 
demolition; a pulling down; subversion; min by whatever 
means. 2. Death; murder; slaughter; massacre. 3. Ruin. 
4. Eternal death. 5. Cause of destruction; a consuming 
plague; a destroyer.” But no eternal torture, or dying twico, 
does he give ns its meaning. This is tho work of the apostacy! 
Phil. 1: 28, “And in nothing terrified by your adversaries, 
which is to them an evident lokon of apoleias, “ destruction,’
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(Liddell & Scoff,) but to you of salvation, and that of God.” 
Gal. 6: 7, 8, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked, for what
soever a man sowetli. that shall lie also reap, for ho that soweth 
to his flesh, shall of tho flesh reap phthoran, corruption; but ho 
that sowetli to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap everlasting 
life.” And it does not require a professor in philosophy to 
tench one who possesses common sense, that there is no life in 
corruption or putrefaction! 2 Cor. 2:15, 16, “ Because we are 
a sweet order of Christ to God, among tiiose who are deixg 
saved, and among those who are apollumcnois, perishing j to 
these indeed, an order of thanatou eis thanaton, death into 
death, and of those, and order of life into life; and for theso 
things who is qualified?"

What a responsible position one occupies who is engaged in 
preaching tho gospel. The messngo he delivers, if rejected, 
will condemn those who reject it, to die that death from which 
there is no revival into lifo. But if received and obeyed, they 
will bo taken out of “ the empire of death ” incorruptible.

We will now commence an examination of Paul’s first letter 
to the Church of God at Corinth: commencing with the 15th 
chap., v. 18:

1 ‘Then they also which arc fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” 
The Greek word translated perishod, in this text, is apol- 
lumi; and the following is the definition given by Liddell <t* 
Scott: “To destroy utterly, kill, slay, murder.” And Paul 
takes tho position in the text and context, if thoso who sleep 
in Jesus are not to have a resurrection, then Christ, and all 
tiiose who have fallen asleep in him, arc destroyed utterly. 
8:11, “ And will not the weak brother, on account of whom 
Christ died, be apoleilai, destroyed by this thy knowledge."— 
[Dkiylott.] 3:17, “If any one, phtherci, destroy the temple 
of God, God will phtherei, destroy him." Is there any life in 
destruction? or does destruction mean that man shnll die 
twice? If so, where is tho original text that teaches it? 
Echo answers, where? 1: 18, “For this word, (the cross,) is 
indeed foolishness to those who 4apollumcnois * are perish
ing; but to those who arc being saved, even to us, it is the 
power of God."—Diaghtt.

I will now invite your attention to some of those passages 
where Jesus uses the same Greek word that Paul uses in this 
text, also in chap. 15,' and verse 18. Matt. 22: 7, “ And the 
king was indignant; and having sent his .military forces, 
apolese, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their 
city.”—[Diuglott.] The army spoken of in this text, was the 
Roman; the murderers were the Jews; and the person mur
dered was Jesus the Life Giver. And about A. D. 70, destruc
tion came upon them to the uttermost. Hence there is no more 
of them. For Paul, in addressing the same class, says, Acts 
13: 40. 41, 11 Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you which 
is spoken of in the prophets.” Behold, ye despisers, and won
der, and, aphanistheetCf “ disappear and be heard of no more.”
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—[Liddell it Scott. ] “ For I work a work in your days, a work 
which yo will in no wise believe though a man declare it unto 
you.” And this work was tho resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
the head of the body; the church; the first fruits of them that 
sleep in him; and u pledge of their resurrection. Luke 5:37, ‘‘And 
no one puts new wine into old skins; olsc the new wine will 
burst the skins, and itself be spilt, and the skins be apolountaif 
destroyed.”—[Diagloit.] And when tho unbeliever shall havo 
rebuilt or revived those skins into bottles, (hat will hold new 
wine without leaking, then ho will be in possession of one valid 
argument, to provo that the wicked dead will be revived into 
life. Who among you will undertake this work?

Thcro were present at that season some that 
told him of the Galileans, whoso blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. And Jesus answering, said unto thorn, suppose 
ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, 
because they sufTercd such things? I toll you nay; but except 
yo repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell, nnd slew them, think ye that 
they were sinners above all men that dwell in Jerusalem? I 
tell you. nay; but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise per
ish.” Apoleisthe—“ destroy utterly.” And it was the faith of 
those whom Jesus addressed, that these Galileans were de
stroyed on account of their great wickedness; nnd this was the 
end of them! And Jesus reminds them that unless they 
reformed, there was a similar destruction pending, and would 
soon overtake them, and from it they would never be revived 
into life! And this destruction came upon them in the over
throw of their city and nation.

Luke 17: 26-30, “And as it was in tho days of Noe, so shall 
it be also in the days of the Son of mnn. They did cat, they 
drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and 
destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in tho days of Lot: 
they did cat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they bnildcd; but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained Are and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be in the dny when the Sou of man is revealed.”

Is it proper to drown men in order to save them? Did God 
raise them to life and bring a second flood in order to apolesan— 
destroy them twice? If you were going to save a man would 
you burn him up? Did God resurrect the Sodomites to life,after 
they had been burned up. and give them a second burning? 
Nayt verily their destruction was eternal. So it will be wiih 
the ungodly, who are alive when the Son of man is revealed. 
And Judo lias given us to understand that as they have been, 
utterly destroyed, so it would be with all who should dio out of 
Christ. And God informs us by Solomon, “That they shall 
remain in tho congregation of the dead.” Thus we learn that 
Paul’s commentary on tho penalty of tho law of God, was in 
keeping with the teachings of Christ. But wo will now call your

Luko 13:1-5. .<
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attention to his Epistle to the RomanB. 9: 22, “ But if God. wish
ing to exhibit his indignation, and to make known his tower, 
did carry with much long suffering the vessels of wrath fitted 
for apoleinn. destruction.’*—[Diaglott."] And J times informs us, 
*• Tlml man is teni]iled, when lie is drawn awny with his own 
lusts, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin; nnd sin when it is finished, bringoth forth thanuton, 
extinction ol* life,” death. And the sinner ceases to sin, upon 
his ceasing to breathe; nnd upon his ceasing to breathe he receives 
liis wages: which is thanatos, “extinction of life.” Rom 8:13, 
“For if ye live after the flesh ye shall apothneeskein, die;” that 
is, you will come under the sentence of that dentil from which 
there is no revival into life. Therefore it will bo etornal death. 
“But if yc through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.”

Rom. 1: 21-32, “Because that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not ns God, neither were thankful, but beenme 
rain in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts were dark
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they beenme fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into un image made 
like to corruptible man. and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to unclean- 
ness, through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their 
own todies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 
into a lie, and woishipcd and served the creature more than 
tho Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause 
God gave them up unto vile ntfeclions. For even their women 
did change tho natural use into that which is against nature. 
And likewise also the men. leaving the natural use of the 
women, burned in their lust one tow urd another; men with men 
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompense of their error which wns meet. And even as 
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
Convenient: Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient 
to parents. Without understanding, covcnont breakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who. knowing the 
judgment of God, that they which commit such things arc worthy 
of death; not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that 
do them.”

Here the apostle presents os vile a class of human beings, os 
ever drew the breath of life. And if eternal torture, or dying 
twice, had been the penalty of the law of God, this would have 
been tbe proper place to have presented it For he says, “I 
have not shunned to declare unto you all the boulecn, “ deter
mination, decision, decree,” [Dr. Jiobinson,] of God.” There
fore we conclude that it is no part of bis determination, or decree, 
that man should die twice, or suffer eternal torture. For Paul
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says, “They tlmf commit such things” ns he has named, “arc 
worthy of ” dying twice. Nay! verily, “they arc worthy of 
thanalou, extinction of life.” Yea, and all who have pleasure 
in them thnl do such things, are worthy of the same punish
ment—extinction of life.

Thanatos is used one hundred and eighteen times in the 
New Testament, and in every instanco it is translated death; 
and it is defined by Dr. Robinson “extinction of life,” und 
with this definition Liddell <C Scott. Grunfield <£ Orllendorff 
concur.

Rom.2:4-12, “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness,and 
forbearance, and long suffering; not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadetli thee to repentence? But after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart, trensurcst up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of yvrnth, and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
who will render to every man according to his deeds: to them 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and 
honor, and immortality; eternal life: buL unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteous
ness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil; of the Jew first, (and this 
terrible wrath commenced upon tho Jewish nation about A. D. 
70,) and nlso of the Gentile: but glory, honor, and peace to 
every man that worketh good: to the Jew first, and also to the 
Gentile; (Jew first; Gentile second. See Rev. 7: 3-10; 14:1-5.) 
for there is no respect of persons with God. For ns many as 
have sinned without law, (that is, the revealed law of God,) 
shall nlso apolountai, perish, (be destroyed utterly,) wiLhout 
law', and ns many as have sinned in the law, (the revealed law 
of God.) shall be judged by the law.” “ Tho word that I have 
spoken,” says Jesus, “ tho snmo shall judge you at the last day.” 
That is, Jesus will decide, according to the word, who have 
formed a character for life, and all such persons, he will take 
out from among the dead ones; nnd those who have failed to do 
this, will beheld by the law, which is the “strength of sin,” in 
“the empire of death” eternally. Rom. 6: 1G, “Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, liis 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
(thanaton, “extinction of life,”) or of obedience unto right
eousness?” “Rut, thanks bo to God, that though you were 
slaves of six, yet you olieycd from the heart that mould of 
instruction into which you were delivered.”—Diaglott.

“ For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness.” That is “ purity of heart and rectitude of life.” 
“ What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those things is thanatos—‘extinction 
of lire.* But now being made free from sin, and become 
servants of God, ye have your fruit uuto holiness; nnd the end, 
everlasting life." “For,” says my text, “ the wages of six is 
thanatos—1 extinction of life;’ but the gracious gift of God 
is uionion life, by the anointed Jesus our Lord.”—Diaglott.
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Wo have now examined all that the Apostle to the Gentiles, 
has said upon the punishment of the wicked; nud we have 
failed to find that he has anywhere taught that they are to die 
twice, or suffer eternal torture. But he has most emphatically 
shown that their punishment is thanatos—extinction of life. 
But, says one, this is no punishment! But stop, sir! No pun
ishment to lose life, and remain eternally under the dominion 
of death! It would hare boon a hard matter to have convinced 
Dr. King and his friends that it was no punishment, when the 
authorities of Canada took away his life! But you say death is 
no punishment, except in anticipation. The law said to Dr. 
King, “ You shall bo hung by the neck, until you are dead, 
dead,’ dead.” When did that punishment commence? Not 
when in prison; not when the rope was first put around his 
neck, for he was then alive. When docs the penalty of the law 
commence? When he. (King.) is dead! How long will it 
continue? As long as he remains dead! Docs the punishment 
cease when he is dead? It docs not begin until lifo is extinct. 
The punishment is not dying twice or a second time: it is not 
weep in//; it is not wailing or gnashing of teeth, but thanatos— 

extinction of life.” If the punishment was imprisonment, it 
would begin when ho was placed in prison; but as we have 
proved by the most indubitable testimony, that the punishment 
is death, or ‘* extinction of life;” hence, man’s punishment 
commences when be is dead. And as the punishment is eter
nal, therefore, he can never be delivered out of the empire of 
Death. No punishment to die the death from which there is no 
revival into life!! 0, what hardness of heart is exhibited by 
those who say it is no punishment to bo held eternally in the 
empire of Death!! I

But there is a bright side to our text, which belongs only to 
those who form a union with Jesus, the Life Giver, by believ
ing that in him there is forgiveness df sins, resurrection, future 
life, and a title to earth in its restored state, where it can be 
enjoyed. 2. Repcntence for all our sins, w.hich is a breaking 
off from sin and turning to Jesus. 3. Immersion into bis 
name for the remission of sins. 4. A continuance in tho 
teachings of the Apostles. And all Euch will bo entitled to 
“the gracious gift of God, which is nionian life, by the 
anointed Jesus, our Lord.” And this life is to be enjoyed 
on earth in its renewed state,

Where the glory, of God, like a boundless sea.
Shall bathe tho immortal company,
And pure lore’s banner and friendship’s wand,
Shall waro above the princely band.

Geotl'Cmen and Ladies: Gome, come lake a walk with me 
around its beautiful city, view its jasper walls, its pearly gates, its 
streets of pure goldl 0, see the redeemed, as they arc standing 
upon the sunny banks of life’s beautiful river, whose waters are
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clear an crystal, as Uiey roll majestically along among the ver
dant hills of the Paradise of God. View them as they walk 
amid Eden's beautiful groves, recline themselves among its vine- 
clad hills, which will be dressed up by a hand that is all divine; 
their ears are saluted with the sweet notes which will fall from 
Eden's feathered songsters, borne along on zephyr's stainless 
wing. Tho victor’s palm they hear; ihc white robe wear; the 
conqueror’s song sing. Behold them! The joyful multitudes, 
purchased by the redeemer's blood, standing on the celestial bills 
of their Eden home. The days of their mourning are ended. 
They have shed their last tears: they have uttered their last 
groans; they have heaved their last sigh; songs of everlasting 
joy are on their head. A dazzling halo of unfading glory sur
rounding their once suffering bodies. Smiles of angelic sweet
ness dance on their glowing faces, and unsullied beauty lingers 
at their step. 0, their sun shall no more go down, nor their 
moon withdraw its shining. Their saving Kino is with them. 
A crown of righteousness shalj ever sparkle on their brow, and 
harmonious music flow from their gladsome tongues. No 
devouring 0111*80, no wasting disease, no violence, no swelling 
floods, no passing storms, no sweeping tornado, no chilling frosts 
orwinds, no blasting mildews nor raging fires, no jarring earth
quakes. no forked lightnings or rattling thunders, nor marring 
hailstones, nor fear, nor grief, can enter thercl 0, see them as 
they rise higher and higher in glory! And as angels have in past 
ages visited this earth, these glorified ones may be permitted to 
visit other pnrts of the empire of Jehovah! All this the traitor 
or the sinner deprives himself of, in dying that death from which 
he can never be revived into life. And yet we arc told that it 
iB no punishment.

Respected friends! will you thus die? If so, think of your 
loss! remember that as you decide so it will l>c( I call heaven 
and earth to witness that I have faithfully set before you this 
morning, Life and Death! 0, choose life, that you may live. 
Arc there any ready to make a choice! Let them come forward 
for immersion! Amen, and Amen.

OBJECTIONS MET.
Gehenna is a Greek word, and it is used as a symbol of 

slaughter. It occurs in Matt. 5: 22. 29. 30; 10: 28; 18: 9; 23: 
15, 33; Mark 9: 43, 45, 47; Luke 12: 6.

Professor Stuart says, “The word Gehenna is derived from 
the words Ge Uinnom, the valley of Hinnoin.” He adds. “It 
was a word used by the ancient Hebrews, and they are the only 
competent witnesses of its meaning." The 0. T. should bo
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examined for this, for Dr. George Campbell says, “Our Lord, 
wc find from the evangelists, spoke to his countrymen in tho 
dialect of their own Scriptures, and used those names to which 
the reading of the law und the prophets had familiarized them.” 
I affirm that Jlinnom [Gehenna'] is never used in the 0. T., to. 
mean a place of endless woe. First, it is used ns the name of a 
literal place; second, as a symbol of destruction, slaughter, 
death. Thus Jesus used it

The reader is referred to those places where Tlinnom and 
Tophet [meaning the same as Gehenna] are used in the 0. T.

See Neb. 11: JO; 2 Kings 23: 10; Joshua 15: S; IS: 1G; 2 
Chron. 2S: 3; 38:6; Jer. 7:31, 32; 19:6, 11, 13, 14; 32: 35; 
Isa. 30: 33. In these texts we find Gehenna used to symbolize 
slaughter and death, and utter destruction! In Jer. 10:13, it 
symbolizes a polluted place. Jer. 7: 32, rends: “Therefore, 
behold the days come, saith tho Lord, that it shall no more be 
called Tophet, nor the valley of the Son of Tlinnom, but the 
valley of slaughter; for they shall bury in Tophet till there bo 
no place.” Jer. 19:11, 12, “I will break this people and this 
city [Jerusalem] ns one breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot 
be made whole again, and they shall bury them in Tophet till 
there shall be no place else to bury. . . . And oven make 
this city os Tophet.” Thus we sco that Gehenna symbolizes 
death and utter destruction. Dr. Scott's Commentary says “It 
became a place of execution of criminals for the Jews.” Says 
Tho Polyneicrion Greek Lexicon to the New Testament, “ Ge
henna. properly tho valley of Ilinnom, south of Jerusalem; 
once celebrated for the horrid worship of Moloch, and afterwards 
polluted with every species of filth, ns well as the carcasses of 
animals, and dead bodies of malefactors; to consume which, in 
order to avert pestilence which such a mass of corruption would 
occasion, constant tires were kepi burning.” Says Robinson in 
his Greek Lexicon of the N. T., “The valley of Jlinnom, Jos. 
15: 8, the nnrrow valley skirting Jerusalem on the south, run
ning westward from the valley of Jehosaphat, under Mt. Zion. 
Here the ancient Israelites established the idolatrous worship of 
Moloch, to whom they burned infants in sacrifice. 1 Kings 11: 
7; 2 Kings 16: 3; Jer. 7: 31, 32, 35. This worship was broken 
up and the place desecrated by Josiah, 2 Kings 23: 10, 14; 
after which it seems to have become the receptacle for- all tho 
filth of the city, as also for the carcasses of unitnals and tho 
dead bodies of malefactors left unburied, to consume which, fires 
would appear to have been from time to time kept up,—a place 
of burning dead bodies, etc.”

Says Park burst's Greek and English Lexicon to the New Tes
tament, “This valley of Jlinnom. lay near Jerusalem, and had 
been the place of those abominable sacrifices in which the idol
atrous Jews burned their children alivo to Moloch, Baal, or the 
Sun” . . . Our Lord, in Mark 9: 43, 45, 47, “seems to 
allude to the worms which continually preyed on the dead car
casses which were cast into the valley of Ilinnom, Gehenna, and
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to tbo perpetual fire there kept to consume them,”—not to pre
servo them. According to the laws of philosophy, fire is an 
element that purifies or consumes. Hence the testimony is im
mutable that “God has surnamed tho place, the valley of 
slaughter, and to affirm that the wicked arc to be kept alive 
there forever, is to charge him with naming it inappropriately?”
[ Bible vs. Tradition.'] And Jesus, of using words thai he did 
not understand the meaning of.

It is clear as a sunbeam in mid heavens that Christ, in the 
texts which 1 have named, has taught the utter and entire de
struction of nil the wicked!! And when orthodoxy will prove 
to me that the fire which was once kindled in the valley of Iiin- 
nom, is now burning, and human beings arc now living in those 
curling elements, I will admit that they have an argument to 
sustain the doctrine of endless woe.

Again, it is supposed that the term “the worm dieth not,” 
proves the heathen dogma of endless torture to be true. There
fore, your attention is invited to a consideration of this term. 
It is used but once in the Old Testament, Isa. GC: 24, and de
notes the utter consumption of the things on which it preys. In 
Isa. and Mark 9: 43. 45, 4-7, it is added to fire to increase the 
certainty of destruction/ as carcasses cast into Gehenna, if not 
burned, would be eaten up of worms.

Dr. Geo. Campbell translated Mark 9:'43, 45, “Then having 
two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,” instead 
of into ihe fire that never shall be quenched. This makes these 
texts more plain, and brings about an agreement with Math. 3: 
12, where the same doom of the sinner is presented: “shall 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Bishop Whately, on the expressions, “ The worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched,” says they “ are taken from Isa. 
GG: 24, and evidently describe the kind of doom inflicted by 
eastern nations on the vilest offenders, who were not only slain, 
but their bodies deprived of the rights of burial, and burned to 
ashes (which among them was regarded as a great indignity,^ 
or left to moulder above ground, and be devoured by worms.”

A. Barnes, in his notes on Mark 9: 42, 50, says, “ The worm 
feeding on the dead, shall not die, shall live long, as long as 
there are carcasses to be devoured; and the fire used to burn 
tho bodies of the dead, shall continue long to bum, and not be 
quenched till they are consumed.”

The figures, therefore denote great misery, and certain and 
terrible destruction. If preachers would first learn the meaning 
of the terms used in the Bible, to signify the nature of the pun
ishment to be inflicted upon the wicked, prior to their standing 
up before the public, as teachers of the truths revealed unto us 
by God, they would appear far more respectable in the eyes of 
those who do their own thinking and reading.

The term “ unquenchable,” what is its meaning? If I say A’s 
house took fire last year, and it could not be put out, or the fire 
quenched, would you Bay the fire is still burning? Nay, verily!
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(he child ten years old, having had right training, would say tho 
house was burned up.

Compare this definition with Jeremiah 7: 20. “ Mine anger
and my fury shall l>e poured out upon this place, upon man, 
beasts, trees, fruits of the grounds, and it shall burn and shall 
not be quenched.’* Jer. 17: 27, “But if ye will not hearken 
. . . then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, nnd it shall 
devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.” 
These predictions had a literal fulfillment in A. D. 70. Subse
quent to Titus taking the city of Jerusalem, the Tcmplo was 
fired, and be said tho flames should be quenched 
nay! nnd his word proved true; from tho fact that the fire con
tinued to burn till everything combustible was consumed! Then 
it went out, ns every historian will testify.

McCulloch, M. D., of Baltimore, in a learned work just pub
lished, entitled, Analytical Investigations concerning the credi
bility of the Scriptures, and of the religious system inculcated 
in them, in which he advocates the destruction of tho wicked, 
says. v. 2, pp. 487, “ That this phrase, unquenchable fire, was 
understood only in the sense of an intense fire, that totally con
sumed whatever was subjected to it, is evident from the use 
made of this very expression by the primitive Christians A. D. 
2G7, in describing the martyrdom of certain of their brethren. 
Thus Usebius, Eccles. Bis. lib. G, chap. 41, in two places uses 
the very words of Matt. 3:12, ‘‘Unquenchable fire,” which has 
been translated by Cruse, “an immense or intense fire, in which 
certain Christians were burned in Alexandria by their heathen 
persecutors.”

“ Eunus and Julian were finally consumed in an immense fire. 
Puri asbesto.” [Bible vs. Tradition, pp. 223.] With such facts 
before us, I ask, why do we hear preaclicrs quibbling about the 
Greek phrase, puri asbeslo, as meaning that it will never con
sume, or bring to an end? Mark 9: 49, “For every one shall 
be salted with fire.” [Under the law every sacrifice was salted 
to prepare it to be burned up. So the wicked who aro to be cast 
into Gehenna will be salted with fire,] that they may bo “con
sumed.”

Matt. 25: 46, is the main fort, into which the believers in end
less torture rush. “These shall go away into everlasting pun
ishment.” “ Therefore the wicked must exist eternally, in order 
that the punishment be eternal.”—[Popular Theology.'] Now 
if Popular Theology be right, in its definition of the adjective, 
then it follows that the judgment will bo eternally in session. 
Ilcb. 6: 2. Consequently the time will never arrive when sen
tence will be passed upon the wicked! therefore they need not 
fear. But it is asked “if 1 do not believe that the judgment is 
eternal?”—I answer, yes, as to its consequences.

but God said
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“DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?”
A REVIEW OF

ELDER L. 0. THOMAS, BROOKLIN, C. W.

BY R. V. L*YON, SUSPENSION BRIDGE, N. Y.

SECOND EDITION\ REVISED AND ENLARGED BY THE
AUTHOR.

It was by the urgent request of brethren, that the sub
stance of the following pages, were written and published 
in the Millennial Harbinger ^ in 18G3. And by their re
quest, the author was induced to republish theso articles in a 
pamphlet for general circulation.

The only apology the author has to make, for revising, 
enlarging ana publishing a second edition, is the demand 
made for it, ana tho spread of the'truth as it is in Jesus 
Life Giver.

, our

CHAPTER L

“Did Jesus redeem all men?” This stands as the 
heading for a series of articles published in the Harbin
ger for April 22, May 13, and September 23, 1863,* 
written by L. C. Thomas, in which Bro. T. has labored 
hard to prove the redemption—the salvation of the 
entire race of the first Adam from the grave, to come 
into possession of life.

Now, if Bro. T.’s premises be correct, the legitimate 
conclusion is, the salvation of the entire race of the first 
Adam in the Kingdom of God 1 For grace is the anti*

•It Is self-evident that tills article was written as a reply to my first. 
Elder T., doubtless, thought I was through from the manner In which I 
closed it.

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



“DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?”

dote of sin, and sin is the transgression of law. And 

Adam and his race, in consequence of sin, fell under 
the sentence of deatii, and was expelled from the 
Garden—entered the dark abodes of Sheol.—Gen. 3: 

19. Rom. 5: 12—“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return.” “ Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon ALL MEN, FOR THAT ALL HAVE SINNED.” Hence, 
men die because they have sinned / And when grace 

is applied to them, it will bring them up out of Sheol 
into the Kingdom of God. And if it is to be applied 

to all men unconditionally, then it follows that all men 
are saved in the Kingdom of God, where they will 
bask forever amid the sunbeams of an endless day I 
But, if it is to be applied conditionally, then only those 
who comply with the conditions, can ever be redeemed 
from death, and come into possession of life. Proof: 
“Then said Jesus unto them, verily, verily, I say unto 
you, except ye eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink of his blood, yc have no Zoen en hcautois—life in 

yourselves.” That is, no future life.—John 6: 53, 54. 
“ He that hath the Son hath life ; but he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life ; ” that is, he hath no 
future life in Christ. Hence, he dies that death from 
which there is no revival into life 1 I John 5: 12— 
“Jesus saith unto Martha, I am the resurrection and 
the Zoee—life ; he believing into me, even though 
he die, shall live.” John 11: 25—“Jesus saith unto 
the Jews: Ye will not come unto me that ye might 
have life.”

“ But if the spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by Qis 
spirit that dwelleth in you.”—Rom. 8:11.

“Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and 1 will raise him up at the last day.” 
—John 6: 54.

Here we have positive testimony that the resurrec
tion, and future life, are conditional blessings; conse
quently* no part of the threatened penalty of the law of

2
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God! Hence, those who die out of Christ, will never 
have either.

Therefore, Bro. T.’s premises are false: hence, his 
conclusions are equally so I And to confirm the reader 
in the truthfulness of this, his attention is invited to the 
meaning of the term redeem or redemption. Webster 
defines redeem: “ To purchase back from sale or from 

slavery; to rescue from the bondage of sin or its penal
ties ; to fulfill as a promise.”

Now, every intelligent reader know^ that if Jesus 
has redeemed the entire race of the first Adam, uncon
ditionally from “sin and its penalties,” (which is the 
doctrine Bro. T. inculcates,) then all men will be saved 
eternally in the Kingdom of God. For Jesus has 
stated positively, that those who shall be accounted 
worthy of the resurrection, will be equal to the angels, 
(immortal,) “can die no more; arc the children of God, 
the children of the resurrection.” Luke 20: 35-38— 
“ But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry nor are given in marriage: neither can they die 
any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resurrec
tion. Now that the dead are raised, even Moses 
shewed at the bush, when he cnlleth the Lord, the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but of the 
living; for all live unto Him.”

The last member of the thirty-eighth verse, assigns 
the reason, why some will be raised, “ for they lived 
unto Him," during their days of trial. Who docs not 
see that Bro. T.’s doctrine is opposed to the teachings 

of Jesus?
But where in the Living Oracles is it said, that Jesus 

has redeemed or purchased the salvation of the entire 
race of the first Adam, from sin and its penalties; or 
that God has promised that all men shall have life from 

the dead, through Jesus, the Life Giver?
For more than forty five years, I have given my at

tention to the study of the Word; but I have not found

3

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



“DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?” 

the promise.* If Bro. T. has, he has failed to present

4

it.
Again, let us look at the term redeem or redemption, 

as used in the Living Oracles, and see whether they 

will justify Bro. T. in applying it to the entire race of 

the first Adam:
Col. 1: 14—“In whom we [the church] have re

demption through his blood [life], even the forgiveness 

of sins.”
The Greek word rendered redemption in this text is 

apolutrosin, and is defined by Dr. Robinson in his Greek 

Lexicon, “ a deliverance on account of a ransom paid; 
spoken of the deliverance from the power and conse
quence of sin, which Christ procured for his follow
ers by laying down his life as a ransom.” This word 
may be found only in the following places in the New 

Testament: Luke 21: 28. Rom. 3: 24; 8: 23. I 
Cor. 1: 30. Eph. 1: 7, 14; 4: 30. Col. 1: 14. Heb. 
9: 15; 11: 35. Let the reader examine these texts, 
and he will find that they do not embrace those who 
reject the Christ! Hence, Bro. T.fs premises are false. 
Some of them we will quote:

Eph. 1: 17—“In whom we [the church] have re
demption through His blood [life], the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches ol his grace.” Acts 20: 
28—“Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock over the which the Holy Spirit hath made 
you overseers, to feed the CHURCH OP GOD, which 
lie hath purchased with His own blood.”

In Matt. 13: 44, 45, we learn that Jesus has made a 
purchase of the field, and the treasure—the pearls—the 
church of God—leaving the hay, wood, and stubble 
(the wicked) out of the contract.

Here we have testimony as immutable ns the Throne 
on which the Eternal sits, that it is not the entire race 
of the first Adam, which Jesus is to redeem from death

•Since publishing the first edition of this work, I have read the Biblo 
through four times carefully, not simply for the purpose of sustaining 
my present views of man’s nature amt destiny, but to sec if they were 
in harmony with tills best qf all boohs! And the result lias been, to 
make me an hundredfold stronger in them I
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to life. Hence, Bro. T. is at loggerheads with Bro. 
Paul I and this is a bad job for an uninspired man, as all 

must admit. And with this position Jesus’ own state
ments agree. John 10: 10-30— * * * “As the 

Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father, and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I 

have which are not of this fold [the ten tribes]; them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” * * I
Peter 1: 18, 19—“Forasmuch as yc know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as .silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tra
dition from your fathers. But with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish.” Heb. 9: 
12—“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by His own blood He entered in once into the holy 

place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”
Again, Rom. 3: 24—“Being justified freely by His 

grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
Here we have immutable testimony, that the redemp
tion which is in Jesus, belongs to the church—the 
children of promise. And, in I Cor. 1: 30, 31, we are 
informed how this redemption becomes theirs. “But 
of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption. That, according as it is written, he 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” And, in 
Rev. 5: 9, 10, we have the emancipation song, that 
will be sung by all those who are redeemed: “And 
they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof; for Thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, aud nation, and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and 
Bhall reign on the earth.” Here we learn that redemp
tion embraces everything pertaining to the future, or 
future state. Hence, all that is meant or embraced in 
the term, belongs to those who have believed the Gos
pel—the good news as preached unto Abraham and 

David; also preached by Jesus and his apostles; and

5

we
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have obtained a remission of their sins, by obeying from 

the heart that form of doctrine, which was delivered by 

Peter on the day of Pentecost: M Repent and bo bap
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.”
And by turning to Hebrews 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th 

chapters, we learn that the Sinnitic and Abrahamic 
covenants, were dedicated or sealed with blood. The 
latter with the blood of Christ. Hence, all the virtue 

there is in the blood or life of Jesus, belongs to the 
children of promise. For God thus said to Abraham—' 
Gen. 15: 2-4—“This Eliezer of Damascus shall not 
be thine heir. But he that shall come forth out of 
thine own bowels shall be thine heir.” And outside of 
the covenants of promise made of God unto the fathers, 
Bro. T. cannot find a promise of life, for any of the race 
of Adam. And Paul testifies to his Ephesian brethren, 
that whilst they were in the flesh, (that is, unbelievers) 
they had no claim upon Christ, or the commonwealth of 
Israel, or of the covenants of promise, having no hope 
of a resurrection. Therefore, they had no hope of 
future life, and were without God in the world.—Eph. 
2:12. And this is the condition that the render occu
pies, if he is rejecting the Gospel, or neglecting the 
great salvation. What a solemn position for one to 
occupy I

Reader, if this is your condition, please look into 
that cold, damp grave, which has just boen opened up, 
and into it you are to be laid in a few days 1 0, how
lonely it looks! Think of it I The sun, that beautiful 
orb of day, and the moon, with all its silver rays; tho 
starry floor, which Jehovah has made and hung out 
over our heads, which is an evidence of His infiuite 
purity and almighty power 1 That beautiful landscape, 
interspersed with rills, majestic rivers, beautiful groves, 
and hills, ornamented with all kinds of flowers, where 
you often regaled yourself, with kind friends, amid its 
beautiful scenery, and listened to the warbling notes of 
the songsters of the forest! Upon all this beautiful

6
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scenery you are about to close your eyes in death, 
and go into the dark abodes of sheol, the grave, without 
the least ray of hope of getting out of it! How can 

you endure it! Will Bro. T. say that it will not be 
right for Christ to leave you there, seeing you have re
fused to let him take you out, by neglecting to believe 
the Gospel, and obey it, when it was in your power to 
do it? Or will Bro. T. retain so much of the spirit of 
revenge, as to say that injustice will be done to you, 
and dishonor reflected upon God, and His Son, the 
Life Giver! by your being left in sheol^ when He 
comes to take His own out of it? Nay, God will be 
honored in the sinner’s being left in hades, among the 

“congregation of the dead.” Christ glorified, the hap
piness of the redeemed augmented, and a finishing 
stroke put upon the great plan of redemption, because 
the sinner’s whole life and death has been a dishonor to 
the Christ 11

I will close this chapter, by calling your attention to 

some of those passages of Holy Writ, which teach posi
tively, that this is to be the fate of all who die in a 
state of unbelief, or neglect the “redemption,”—“the 
great salvation.”

Job 3: 11-19—“Why died I not from the womb? 
Why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of 
the belly ? Why did the knees prevent me ? or why 
the breasts that I should suck? For now should I 
have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then 
had I been at rest with kings and counsellors of the 
earth, which built desolate places for themselves; or 
with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with 
silver: or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been ; 
as infants which never saw light. There the wicked 
cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest. 
There the prisoners rest together; they hear not tho 
voice of the oppressor. The small and great are there, 
and the servant is free from his master.”

Here Job positively asserts, that if he had died at 
a given time, he would have been as an hidden untimely 
birth, as infants which never saw lioht. But Bro. T.

7
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says nay I you are mistaken, Job! Not quite so fast, 
Bro. T., for I am an inspired man I Please hear me 
again? Job 10: 18-22—“Wherefore, then, hast thou 
brought me forth out of the womb? Oh, that I had 
given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me! I 
should have been as though I had not been; I should 
have been carried from the womb to the grave. Are 
not my days few ? cease then, and let me alone, that I 
may take comfort a little, before I go whence I shall not 
return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of 
death; a land of darkness, as darkness itself, and of 
the shadow of death, without any order, and where the 

light is as darkness.”
Stronger language could not be used to convey to our 

minds that Job understood that a wicked man must 
remain in “ sheol” the grave, eternally I And to con
firm this position he has said :

Job 21: 30-32—“That the wicked is reserved to 
the day of destruction ? they shall be brought forth to 

the day of wrath. Who shall declare his way to his 
face? and who shall repay him what he hath done? 
Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain 
in the tomb.”

Job 7: 9; 20: 5-9—For uas the cloud is consumed 
and vanisheth away, so he that goeth down to the 
grave shall come up no more. That the triumphing of 
the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but 
for a moment? Though his excellency mount up to 
the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he 
shall perish forever like his own dung; they which have 
seen him shall say, Where is he ? He shall fly away 
as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be 
chased away as a vision of the night. The eye also 
which saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his 
place any more behold him.”

And David says of a certain class of wicked men, 
Ps. 88: 10—“ Which perished at Endor, they became 
as dung for the earth.” And in Nahum 1: 9, we are 
informed that “affliction shall not rise up a second 
time.” Bro. T. says nay! he shall come out of the

8
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grave to die the second death. But stop, Bro. T., and 
listen to Paul, (and I wish you would believe him.} 
“It is appointed unto men once to die,” (not twice,) 
and this appointment reads thus: “Dying thou shall 
die,” and “ after this the crisis—the sentence [see Dr. 
Bobinson] is pronounced upon him.” And this sen* 

tence reads thus: “ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt 
thou return.” Here we have the extent of the penalty 
of the law of God. And beyond it I dare not go.*

Ps. 31: 17—“Let the wicked be ashamed, and let 
them be silent in the grave.” Job 4: 20—“They 
[the wicked] are destroyed from morning to evening. 
They perish forever, without any regarding it.’* 
Hence, their case is hopeless!

I will now call Bro. T.’s attention to what Solomon 
says, concerning the estate of the sons of men, (not the 
sons of God. See I John 3; 1, 2, and Bom. 8: 14.) 
“ I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons 
of men, that God might manifest them, and that they 
might see that they themselves are beasts. For that 
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even 
one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the 
other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man 
hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity. 
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn 
to dust again.” In 
testifies to the following facts: 
men are beasts. 2. That one thing befalleth both of 
them. 3. That each die alike without any hope of liv
ing again. 4. That they have one breath or principle 

of life. 5. That they have no preeminence above a 
beast, from the fact that they will never have a revival 
into lifel But the upright will have dominion over 
them in the morning of the resurrection; because God 
will deliver them from the power of the grave.—Ps.

•The celebrated and well-known commentator on law. Sir William 
Blnckstonc. lias given the following rule in his immortalized commen
taries : " Words of a law arc generally to be understood in their usual 
and most known signification, not so much regarding the propriety of 
grammar ns their general and popular use." This rule of Interpretation 
carries common sense upon its very surface, and leaves llic wicked iu 
“t/icol— the grave—the empire of death," ktehnau.y.

9

this portion of Holy Writ, Solomon 
1. That the sons of

1*

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



“DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?”10

49: 14, 15. 6. That they are vanity. 7. That they
all go to one place. 3. That they all are of the dust, 
and all turn to dust again; and that is the final end of 

them!
These facts are fully corroborated by David, the 

father of Solomon. Ps. 49—11 Nevertheless, man be
ing in honor, abideth not; he is like the beasts that 
perish. Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death 
shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion 
over them in the morning; and their beauty shall con
sume in the grave from their dwelling. But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of the grave; for He 
shall receive me. He shall go to the generation of his 
fathers; they shall never see light. Man that is in 
honor and understandeth not, is like the beasts that 

perish.” Now, when Bro. T. can prove that sheep, and 
beasts, are to have a resurrection to life, then he will 
have a sound argument, to prove the revival of the 
wicked dead into life. But we will let the wise man 
speak. Prov. 21: 16—“The man that wandereth out 
of the way of understanding shall remain in the congre
gation of the dead.” Bro. T. says nay: but he shall 
come forth to die the second death. What a pity it is 
that Bro. T. could not have had the privilege of living 
in the days of Solomon, and the Prophets, so that he 
could have imparted unto them a little of his wisdom, 
that they need not have died in the dark upon what 
Bro. T. calls an “ important truth I ” For they have no
where taught that men must die twice. Not not even 
by implication.

And in verses 8 and 9 we have positive testimony, 
that the soul of the wicked, upon entering the death 
state, will cease to exist, and redemption will no longer 

be offered; therefore, no resurrection to life. What 
say you to this, Bro. T.?

In confirmation of the above we will introduce the 
following testimony: Ps. 52: 5; 58: 8; 69: 28; 88: 
5; 135:18—“ God shall likewise destroy thee for
ever, he shall take thee away and pluck thee out of thy 
dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of tho

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



((DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?”

living.” 11 As a snail which mcltcih, let every one of 
them pass away: like the untimely birth of a woman, 
that they may not see the sun.” “ Let them be blotted 
out of the book of the living, and not be written with 

the righteous.” 11 Free among the dead, like the slnin 
that lie in the grave, whom thou remembcrcst no 
more; and they are cut off from thy hand.” “The 

idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of 

men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not; 
eyes have they, but they see not; they have ears, but 
they hear not; neither is there any breath in their 
mouths. They that make them are like unto them: so 
is every one that trusteth in them.” Here we have 
positive testimony, that the maker of the idols, and 
those who trust in them, possess the same perishable 
nature, and each will pass away, and be no more. And 
when Bro. T. can prove that the idols are to be made 
alive, then die, then have a resurrection and die a 
second time, we will admit his premises to bo correct. 
Will you makefile effort, Bro. T.? But the testimony 
of Jesus is in point: John 14: 19—“Yet a little while, 
and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me; 
because I live ye shall live also.” But Bro. T. says 
the world or wicked shall see him. Reader, which will 
you believe?

2 Sam. 14: 14—“For we must needs die, and are 
as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered 
up again; neither doth God respect any person; yet 
doth he devise means, that his banished be not expelled 
from him.” Now when Brother T. shall succeed in 

gathering up water, that shall be spilt upon the parched 
deserts of Arabia, then he will be in possession of an 
argument, to prove the revival of the wicked into life.

Again, Job 7: 20, 21—“I have sinned; what shall 
I do unto thee, 0 thou preserver of men, why hast thou 
set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to 
myself? And why dost thou not pardon my transgres
sion, and take away mine iniquity ? for now shall 1 sleep 
in the dust; and thou slmltseek me in the morning, but 

I shall not be.” Here Job takes the position, that if he

II
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dies without obtaining a pardon of his sins—in the morn
ing of the resurrection he will not be. And in the 24th 
chapter 19th and 20th verses, he has told us why. 
“Drought and heat consume the snow water; so doth 
the grave those which have sinned. The womb shall 
forget him; the worm shall feed sweetly on him; he 
shall be no more remembered; and wickedness shall 
be broken as a tree.’1 Bro. T. says he shall be remem
bered by being revived into lifo. And when Bro. T. 
can splice one of our tall pines, or cedars, that has been 
broken off, and cause the pine spliced on to grow, 
then ho will have a sound argument, to prove that the 
wicked dead shall have future life, or a resurrection to 

life.
We will now introduce Isa. 26: 13, 14—“0, Lord 

our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion 
over us; but by thee only will we make mention of 
thy name. They are dead, they shall not live; they 
are deceased, they shall not rise; therefore hast thou 

isited and destroyed them, and made all their memory 
i perish.” Here we have immutable testimony that 
ie wicked lords, who had reigned over Israel, shall 

ever be raised, nor have life of any kind. Jer. 51: 39— 
‘‘I will make drunk your princes, sages, lords, captains, 
that they shall sleep an eternal sleep, and therefrom they 
shall never more wake up, says the King, the Lord of 
Zebaoth.”— German Translation.

Isa. 43: 17—“Which bringeth forth the chariot and 
horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down to
gether, they shall not rise: they are extinct^ they are 
quenched as tow.”

This passage had its falfillmcntf in the destruction of 
old Babylon, by Cyrus, B. C. 638. And when Bro. T. 
shall prove that the chariots and horses spoken of in the 
text shall have a resurrection, then he will have a sound 
argument, to prove that the wicked shall have a resur
rection to life. What say you, Bro. T., will you make 
the effort ?

Ephesians 4: 8—“Wherefore He saith, when He 
ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men.”
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«
There are two important truths presented in this 

text. 1. Jesus, in His resurrection and ascension, has 

led the way for “a multitude of captives” (Mar.) to 
come forth out of the grave. But is every man a captive 
who goes down into "shcol—the empire of death?” 
Nay; verily, it is only those who form a character for 
life I Therefore, they will be taken out of the grave, 
when Jesus comes; whilst those who have fitted them* 
selves for deatu by rejecting Jesus, as the Life Giver 
and rightful heir to the throne—the kingdom of David 
—will be left in the “congregation of the dead,” be
cause they are fit for no other place in the universe of 
Godl or out of it. 2. That He has “given gifts to 
men.” And as pardon, resurrection, and life, are gifts, 
and come through Jesus only to those who comply with 
the conditions, upon which they are offered; therefore, 
no part of the penalty of a violated law.

Amos, Zachariah, and Paul, have presented the doom 
of the wicked who are alive when Jesus comes. Amos 
8: 13, 14—“In that day shall the fair virgins and the 
young men faint for thirst. They that swear by the 
sin of Samaria, and sny, thy God, 0 Dan, liveth; and, 
the manner of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, 
and never rise up again.” 
shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all 
the people that have fought against Jerusalem. Their 
flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their 
feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, 
and their tongues shall consume away in their mouth.” 
II Thess. 1: 9—“Who shall be punished with ever
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.” And in Rev. 18: 21, 
we have the doom of the lady seated upon the scarlet 
beast. “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a 
great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, thus 
with violence shall that great city, Babylon, be thrown 
down, and shall be found no more at all.” The testi
mony of Jesus is in point. Luke 13: 1-5—“There 
were present at that season some that told Him of the 
Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their

13

Zech. 14: 12—“And this
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sacrifices. And Jesus, answering, said unto them, sup
pose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the 
Galileans, because they suffered such things? 1 tell you 
nay, but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish,” 
(apoleisthe, “to destroy utterly,” without any hope of 
being revived into life again.) “Or those eighteen upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye 

that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? I tell you nay, but except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish,” apoleisthe, go back to dust, as 
they have gone, without any hope of being revived into 

life again /
Acts 13: 40, 41—“Beware therefore, lest that come 

upon you which is spoken of in the Prophets; behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish; for I work a 
work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto you.”

The Greek word rendered perish is aphanisthete, and 
means “ to destroy utterly, to disappear and be heard 
of no more.”—Liddell and Scott. And in Jerusalem’s 
overthrow, A. D. 70, this solemn denunciation had its 
fulfillment^ in the destruction of those ungodly Jews 
who rejected the counsel of God. They have disap
peared AND THERE IS NO MORE OF THEM I And it 
is an historical fact that the Jews—Pharisees—did not 
believe that any but the seed of Abraham would have 
a resurrection, and from this resurrection, they excluded 
all the wicked.

Again, John 3: 36—“He that believeth on the Son 
hath [aionicm z0c«] age-lasting life; and he that be
lieveth not the Son shall not see [zOSn] life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” And by turning to 
Gen. 3: 19, we learn that this wrath is not pain, but 
the loss of life. “Dust thou art and unto dust shalt 
thou return.” Hence, there is no future existence of 
any kind for the wicked. For the text reads “ they 
shall not see [zodnl life.” On this all-important topic, 
our views are well expressed by the late learned editor 

of the Advent Herald, S. Bliss, Feb. 24, 1863. He 
says: “The word zoee is * * * never expressive
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of eternal life, and is in no place llms rendered. It 
has in it no element of duration ; which, when given in 
its connection, is always expressed by some adverbial or 

adjective qualifier, and thus the phrase eternal life is 
nowhere represented in the Greek by zoeey which in 
such connection is simply the representation of life, as 
significant of its kind; its duration, as expressed by its 
appendage, eternal, being otherwise represented. Thus 

in John 3: 36—‘He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son, 
shall not see life.’ The word life in each case is repre
sented by zden ; whilst everlasting, in the first connec
tion, is represented by aionion—the phrase rendered 
life everlasting being zdSn aionion; whilst life in the 

last connection, is zOent without expression of its dura
tion.”

The author of this extract, since deceased, was a be
liever in the revival of all men from the dead, and of the 
eternal pain of the wicked, as the penalty of transgres
sion. But ns a scholar, he contradicts his creed. Hence, 
his criticism on the original word zoeet is the more 
valuable.

Again, Peter in speaking of Lot, and the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, informs us, that the Lord 
knew how to deliver just Lot out of temptation, and to 
reserve the Sodomites unto their, or “a day of judg
ment,” (Campbell's translation,) “to be punished," after 
Lot had been taken out of their midst. And Jude, in 
speaking of their destruction, or punishment, says they 
“ are set forth for an example, having suffered the ven
geance of eternal fire.”—Macknight. And the waters 
of the Dead Sea are a standing witness of the fulfillment 
of God’s threatened punishment for their sins I Yea, 
more, they bespeak in tones of thunder to all, that those 
who live and die ungodly, will go back to dust, and that 
will be their end. Bro. T. says nay, they shall live 
again. Reader, which will you believe?

Having shown that Bro. T.’s premises are false, and 

his conclusions equally false, I close this chapter.

15
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CHAPTER II.

In the former chapter, I have endeavored to prove to 

the reader, that Bro. T.’s premises and conclusions were 
lalse. In this, I shall commence an examination of 

those portions of the Living Oracles, which Bro. T. has 
presented, in a garbled manner, to sustain his theory— 

11 the redemption of all men from the grave to life, 
(not eternal lifey) without any righteousness or obedi
ence of their own." But where did he get this in
formation? Not from the Bible I for that nowhere 
reveals to us that any one will ever be resurrected 

mortal, or die after he is taken out of a state of literal 
death to life 1

As proof Bro. T. commences by quoting from Rom. 
5. He gives us the 12th verse, then a part of the 
19th verse, then a paraphrase, in which he throws all 
the blame on Adam, and gives what he calls “the 
sinner a clearance from sin, and a deliverance from 
death, through the atonement, or death of Christ, into 
a justified state" “For all men will be constituted 

righteous; that is, justified from Adam’s sin; for to 
make righteous is to justify." And we add that to 
justify is to free from sin. And Paul has said, “ And 
whom he [Jesus] justified, them he [Jesus] also glo
rified.”—Rom. 8: 30. Therefore saved eternally in the 
kingdom of God.

Thus we see that Bro. T. occupies Universalist 
ground 1 A part of Rom. 5: 6, and Heb. 2: 9, is 
quoted by Bro. T., which has as much to do in proving 
the redemption of all men, from a state of death to life, 
as Psa. 2: 8, 9, has in proving the world’s conversion 
to God. Then he calls the reader’s attention back to 
the 18th and 19th verses. Then refers him to Mack- 
night, to establish what he (Bro. T.) 
portant doctrine” the “redemption of 
grave to life."

calls “ This xro- 
all men from the 

But why is it that Bro. T. has been so

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



11 DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?”

cautious as to keep the 17th verse of this chapter out 
of his article ? Does he not know that it is the key 
note to the chapter ? and if he had used it or introduced 

it, the reader would have discovered that he was sing
ing the wrong tune, and that “the free gill; [which is 
future life] is a conditional blessing, and will 
ferred only upon those who cqpiply with the conditions. 
And all such will have the honor of reigning in life by 
one, Jesus Christ .”

That the reader may know that Bro. T. is wrong, 
we will call his attention to the chapter, verses 12-19. 
“ Wherefore as by one man, Bin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned. * * * Therefore as by 

the offense of one [Adam] judgment [death prospect
ively] came upon all men [because they have sinned, 
v. 12] to condemnation, even so by the righteousness 
[righteous acts] of one [Christ] the free gift [future life] 
came upon all men unto justification of life.”

. Who are the “all men” to whom the free gift is to 
come, which is future life? Is it upon the entire race 
of Adam, as Bro. T. has taught? If so, then it is uni
versal salvation. But we are not left to wander in the 
wild fields of speculation, from the fact that the 17 th 
verse, is the key note to the truth taught in this portion 
of the Living Oracles. “ For if by one man’s [Adam] 
offense, death reigned by one, much more they which 
receive an abundance of grace, and of the gill of right
eousness, [future life, and was given to Jesus because 
he had done right, by walking in the path of faith and 
obedience, which gave him a title to the resurrection— 

the path of life. Proof: Psa. 16: 6-11. Acts 2: 22- 
28. Hence Jesus, if he had not walked in the path of 
faith and obedience, would have been holden of death, 
just as the sinner will be for rejecting Him,] shall reign 
in life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore [for the reason 

assigned in the 17th verse,] by the offense of one [Ad
am] judgment came upon all men unto condemnation; 
[death prospectively] even so by the righteousness of

17

be con-
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one [or righteous acts of Christ], the free gift * [future 
life] came [shall come] upon all men” [who comply 

with the conditions upon which it is offered],—“unto 

justification of life.” Hence, those who refuse to com
ply with the conditions, upon which this life is offered, 
must remain in sheol, eternally 1 Amen.

IS

CHAPTER III.

The next passage which Bro. Thomas introduces to 

sustain his theory, is found in I Cor. 15: 22—“For 
since by man came death, by man came also the resur
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 

Christ shall all be made alive.”
But we shall find upon an investigation of this pas

sage, that it has as much to do in proving that all men 
will be saved, or have future life, as Ezek. 18: 4, has in 
proving the doctrine of endless torment I

Now in order to arrive at the truth, as taught in the 
text and context, there are three things to learn. And 
had Bro. T. learned them, he would have seen that this 
entire chapter was antagonistic to his theory, which 
he calls an “important truth”—“the redemption of all 
men to life.”

1. The people addressed are the Church of God. 
Proof: I Cor. 1: 1-2; 15: 1-2—“Paul, called to be 
an Apostle of Jesus Christ, through the will of God, 
and Sosthenes, our brother,—unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both theirs and ours. * * * Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

•Future lire, Is the life that will succeed this life, and It comes through 
Jesus our Lift- Giver; therefore eternal; from the Tact that it is the only 
life he is delegated with power to give; and this power is limited to 
those whom tlio Father gives to him.—John 17: 2.
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by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain.”

2. The reason why they are addressed, is found in 
the 12th verse:—“Now if Christ be preached that he 
rose from the dead, how say some-among you that 

there is no resurrection of the dead.” “The resurrec
tion of the dead,” is a phrase that is never applied to 
the wicked by any of the inspired writers!

3. The object of the address is found in the 33d 
• verse—“ Be not deceived; evil communications cor

rupt good manners.” That is, your false doctrine of 
the soul's immortality, will corrupt your morals, lay the 
foundation for a purgatory, spiritualism, universalism, 
and a denial of the personal coming of Jesus, and a res
urrection out from among the dead. Hence the world 
or the wicked, are not addressed in the chapter.

Paul lays down four positions, and most admirably 
sustains them in this chapter.

I. The necessity of the resurrection of God’s dead 
men—the Church—of whom Christ is the head and rep
resentative. Proof: verses 13-19, 32—“But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen; 
and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found 
false witnesses of God; because we have testified of 
God that he raised up Christ; whom he .raised not up. 
if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise 
not, then is not Christ raised; and if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men the most miserable. * * * If 
after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantngeth it me, if the dead rise not? 
let us eat and drink for to-morrow we die.”

Here the Apostle shows the brethren, that if they 
were right in taking the position, that they were not 16 
have a resurrection out from among the dead, then it 
would be certain that their preaching was vain—that
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they had testified falsely—that their faith was vain— 
that they were yet in their sins—their hope confined to 
this life; and those having fallen asleep in Christ* have 
“perished"—appollumi, “to destroy utterly, to kill, 
slay, murder'1—Liddell and Scott. Hence there is no 

more of them I And I (Pauli will embrace the Epi
curean philosophy, make the best of this world,—for 
soon I must die; apothnSskomen^ “to die forever, to 
rot, to come under condemnation of eternal death,” 
(Dr. Robinson) and this will be my end I

II. The conditions upon which one can attain unto 
the resurrection, spoken of in this chapter, and the cer
tainty of attaining unto it, if its conditions are complied 

with.
The conditions; what are they ?
I answer, to hear, understand, and believe the things 

concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of His 
Anointed, Jesus, Messiah; change your course of con
duct, from wrong to right, and be inducted into the 
Christ by a burial in water; then develop Christian 
character, by a lifo that shall be in strict conformity to 
the teachings of the Apostles, and all such will attain 
unto the resurrection out from among the dead. “ For 
as in Adam all die [that is in consequence of your con
nection with Adam, death], even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive," [that is, by becoming connected with 
Christ, yon shall live.] For, says Heydenr, and sub
scribed to by Dr. Bloomfield, in his critical notes upon 
the Greek text, “By their [the church’s] connection 
with the first Adam in transgression, brought death ; 
but by their [the church] becoming connected with 
Christ—life; by the one they [the church] shall be 
delivered from the dominion of death ; the evils inflicted 
on them [the church] by the former [we might add by 
their own sins] will be entirely done away by the 
latter I” But “every man in his own order; Christ 
the first fruits”—that is, the first in the order of the 
resurrection, from the fact that he is said to be, in verse 
20th, “The first fruits of those having fallen asleep.” 
According to organic law, if the head is safely bom, the
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body will be. So in revealed law—Christ, the head of 
the body—the church, has been safely bom from the 
dead, as a representative and pledge that they will be. 
But if this resurrection is a pledge, and representative 
of the entire race of the first Adam—then the legiti
mate conclusion is, the salvation of the entire family of 
mankind in the Kingdom of God, where they shall 
bask forever amid the sunbeams of an endless day! 
But upon a critical examination of the text and context^ 
you will see that Bro. TVs premises are false / Hence, 
his conclusions are equally so / Mark the language of 
Paul 1 “The first fruits of them that slept.” Christ is 
the antitype of the wave offering, and this wave offer
ing, was one sheaf of pure ripe grain. Not a thorn nor 
a briar was bound up in it 1! Therefore Christ cannot 
represent sinners! for they are compared to “thorns 
and briars 1 ” As Christ separated himself from sin and 
sinners, by leading a life of faith and obedience, so must 
those whom he represents. And as he was raised 
incorruptible, to enjoy an endless life, so in like manner 
will those be raised whom he represents. “ But every 
man in his own order [or band], Christ the first fruits 
[that is the first in the order of the resurrection], after• 
wards they that are his at his coming

Bro. T., are all men his? You answer, “Nay.”
What reason have you to assign why all are not his?
You answer, “Because there would be no propriety 

in the language of the Apostle,” “Afterwards they 

that are his at his coming.”
Then sir, according to your own testimony, they will 

not all be made alive in or by Christ. Therefore they 
will “remain in the congregation of the dead! And 
this is in keeping with what Christ taught, Luke 20: 
35. “ But they which shall be accounted worthy to
obtain that world, and the resurrection out from among 
the dead, * * * neither can they die any more, 
for they are equal to the angels, and are the children of 

God, being the children of the resurrection.'1
Again, Paul presents their baptism as testimony of 

their resurrection. Verse 29—“Otherwise, what will

21
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those do who are being immersed on behalf of the 

dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then 
are they immersed on their behalf/’—Diaglott.

Here we have immutable testimony, that in the act of 
being immersed into the Christ, their faith in the resur
rection, embraced only those who believed the Gospel 
and obeyed it. Hence, those who do not believe the 
Gospel—the good news—the covenants of promisco 
made unto the fathers [which promise Eleizer, wild 
was a type of the wickea, had no claim to], and yiel; 
obedience to it, in the act of an immersion in water, 
then labor to develop Christian character, by a life that 
shall *bo in strict conformity to the will of God ; testify 
positively by their acts, that they will not be made alive 
in Christ. And, in due time, the end of the “ dispen
sation of the fullness of times ” will come; when He 
(Christ) shall have put down all rule—destroyed death 
—removed the effects of the fall from the universe of 
God—leaving the resurrection of the wicked entirely 
out of his discourse, aud giving them no chance to 
have future life in any sense whatever.

III. We will call Bro. T.’s attention to the nature 
of the resurrection, of those who are made alive in 
Christ, and the song which they will sing.

Verses 34-57—“Awake to righteousness and sin 
not [righteousness consists in doing right]; for some 
have not the knowledge of God.” That is upon a 
future state of existence; because they rejected the 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead—God’s dead 
men; and predicated their future state of existence 
upon the Platonic notion of the soul’s immortality. 
Hence, they had reason to be ashamed, because the 
Apostle had distinctly taught them, that there was no 
future life out of the Christ. And that it was depend
ent upon the resurrection. And the resurrection was 
made to depend upon a union being formed with Jesus, 
the Life Giver, and maintained by a holy life.

“ But some one will say, how are the dead [who are 
to be made alive in Christ] raised up, and with what 
body do they come ? Thou fool, that which thou sow-
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est is not quickened except it die. * 

is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another of beasts, another of fishes, another of 
birds. There are also celestial bodies, and bodies ter
restrial ; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the 
glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory 
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars; but one star difl'ereth from another 
star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead,” 
[who are made alive in Christ]

“It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorrup
tion. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power, 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.”

First, there is a natural body, which comes l>y gene
ration, and afterwards that which is spiritual, which 
comes by a re-generation from the dead.

“Behold, I show you [brethren] a mystery; we 
[brethren] shall not all sleep [die], but we shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and tin 
dead [who are made alive in or by Christ] shall b< 
raised incorruptible, and we [the brethren who art 
alive at the coming of Jesus], shall be changed. * *
For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead [spoken of 
in the twenty-second verse, quoted by Bro. T.] shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we [the living brethren] shall 
be changed [from mortality to immortality]. Then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory. The sting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, which givelh us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”
Here the Apostle, in describing the nature of the 

resurrection, testifies positively to the following facts:
1. That those who are raised or made alive in or by 

Christ) will be raised incorruptible!
2. They will sing the victors’ song!
3. They will give thanks to God, which givetli 

them the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! I

23
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glory. It 

It is sown
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Now, if the entire race of the first Adam, are to be 

made alive in or by Christ, the second Adam, as Bro. 
T. boldly asserts, then the conclusion is unavoidable, 
that all men will be saved 1 But the fifty-sixth verse 
teaches us that those who die in their sins, will be held 
in a state of death eternally III And this is in har
mony with the teachings of John, Peter, and Jude. 
—Jude 7. II Peter 2: 8, 9.

Peter, in speaking of Lot, and the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, informs us, that the Lord knew 
how to deliver just Lot out of temptation, and to re
serve the Sodomites unto their, or “ a day of judg
ment” (Campbell), “to be punished;” after Lot had 

been taken out of their midst. And Jude, in speaking 

of their destruction or punishment, says, they “ are set 
forth for an example, having suffered the vengeance of 
eternal fire.”—Mucknight. And the waters of the 
Dead Sea are a standing witness of the fulfillment of 
God’s threatened punishment for their sins!

IV. The practical effect the doctrine of the resur
rection out from among the dead, should have upon 
the lives of those who believe it.

Verse 58—“Therefore, ray beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.” In view of the great and glorious truths, 
which have been revealed to us respecting the resurrec
tion, Paul closes the whole of this important discussion, 
with an exhortation to that firmness in the faith, which 
ought to result from truths so glorious, and from a hope 
so elevated, as those truths are fitted to impart. Be 
firm, strong, confident in the faith, in view of the truth 
that you will be raised out from among the dead, into 
the Kingdom. Be not shaken or agitated with the 
strifes, the temptations, and the cares of life. Be fixed 
in the faith, and let not the power of sin, or the soph
istry of pretended philosophy, or the arts of the enemy 
of God seduce you from the truth—the Gospel. Al
ways be found doing the will of God; in presenting the 
truth, by precept and example, to your fellow men. 
Remember that your labor is not in vain. It will be

24
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rewarded. It is not as if you were to die and never 
live again. There will be a resurrection of God's 
“dead men,” and you will be suitably recompensed 
then. Other men are influenced and excited to great 

efforts by the hope of worldly honors, pleasure, or 

wealth. The disciples qf Jesus should be excited to 
toil and self-denial, by the hope of future life in the 

Kingdom of God, where they will have the opportu
nity of taking a part with Jesus, the Life Giver, in 
the reign and glory of the Kingdom—and amid its 

• beautiful groves, walk with the saints of all ages—
In harmony meet,
Each other to greet.

And with them stand upon the lofty heights of Eden 
and sing the grand anthem of salvation.

25

CHAPTER IV.

In proof of the “redemption of all men to life,” Bro. 
Thomas has given us his assertion, that the Father's 
gift “is life to the world I” but has given us no proof 
to make his assertion good. Docs he think, or suppose 
that all the readers of the Harbinger will receive 
his assertion for Bible? If so, he will find himself 
mistaken.

Acts 17: 31—“Because he hath appointed a day, in 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness by 

that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead.”

This text is introduced by Bro. T. to sustain his 
theory, but the proof is wanting; for the Apostle is 
not talking about a resurrection to life, of those who 
die in unbelief, or of the redemption of all men, but of 

“ a day in the which He (God) 
righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained;

will rule the world in

2
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whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that 

He hath raised him from the dead.”
The Greek word rendered judge in this text is Icrtno. 

It means “to regulate, rule, reign, judge, with regal 
power and splendor.”—Greenfield. Hence, Bro. T. has 

introduced the wrong witness.
Bro. T. quotes I Peter 4: 18—“And if the righteous 

scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sin
ner appear?”—then assumes that this text teaches that 
the ungodly and sinner will appear, or be raised to life, 
and stand in judgment. But David has said, Psa. 1: 5, 
—“The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous.” Header, 
which will you believe, Bro. T., or David, an inspired 

prophet ?
2 Cor. 5: 10, is introduced by Bro. T. as proof of 

what he calls “An important truth.” But does not 
Bro. T. know that the Church is spoken of in the text, 
and not the rejectors of the Christ ?

“We [the same ‘we’ spoken of not less than twenty- 
four times in this chapter, and in no instance does it 
mean the wicked. Therefore, we conclude that the 
wicked do not belong to the *we’ in the text] must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the tilings done in his body according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
Now, will Bro. T. take the position that he has never 
dono anything sinful or bad? Can he point to any 
man that has ever lived a sinless life, except Jesus? 
(unless it was Enoch ?) Hence the propriety of some 
having rule over two, five, and ten cities, as Jesus has 
taught.

Matt. 12: 36—“But I say unto you, that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment.”

This text is quoted by Bro. T. in support of his 
theory; but is there any proof, in this text, that the 
wicked, or the rejectors of the Gospel will have a res
urrection to life? I answer, Nay. Yea, more, I chal
lenge Bro. T. to give us one passage from the Living

26
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Oracles lhat says they will ever have zdee, life, after 
they have gone down into shcol, the grave. Had Bro. 
T. quoted, or even read, the thirty-seventh verse, he 
would have seen ^unless his eyes had become dim by 
his theory), that it condemns the inference which he 
lias drawn from this text—“For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be con
demned.” Jesus has stated positively, “The words 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him [you] in 
the last day.” That is, by that word which I have 
spoken, it will be decided at the last day, who among 
the human family have formed a character for life; and 
all such will be accounted worthy to obtain that world 
[age] and the resurrection out from among the dead 
ones! ” And the rest will be condemned by the same 
word, to “remain in the congregation of the dead!” 
And this is the punishment of the wicked.

This age is one of trial or “ probation,” as Bro. T. 
has said in one of his articles. “ A proving by exam
ination or trial, a period for testing character or quali
fication.”— Webster. It is what is termed in law an 
open court—witnesses are testifying. Hence, charac
ter is formed here. All the deeds that men shall per
form, and the idle words that they shall speak, come 
before the Lord. He writes or causes them to be writ
ten in a book (figuratively). And when the decisive, 
or executive, judgment shall come, the accounts or the 
books will be posted, and those whose names are writ
ten in the Book of Life, will come into possession of it; 
and those whose names might have been written there, 
had they developed a character for life, will be left in 
the dark abodes of sheol. Proof: Job 7: 20, 21. 
Prov. 21: 16. John 3: 36. Isa. 43: 17.

Again, had Bro. T. quoted Deut. 8: 2, the reader 
would have learned that this life is one of trial, or that 
the investigating judgment is going on: “And thou 
shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine 
heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments
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or no.” And it is recorded that “he that believeth 

not is condemned already, because he believeth not in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” Hence, 
he will not have to wait a thousand years, before the 

sentence of death shall be passed upon him.
Rom. 2: 5, 6, 12, 16—“But after thy hardness and 

impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 

against the day of wrath and revelation of the right
eous judgment of God; who will render to every man 
according to his deeds. For as many as have sinned 

without law shall also perish without law; and ns many 
as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law, 
in the day when God shall judge the secrets of inen by 

Jesus Christ according to my Gospel.”
These passages are quoted by Bro. T. as proof, of the 

redemption of the entire race of the first Adam from a 
state of death to life; but the reader will find by read
ing these portions of Holy Writ, that the proof is 
wanting; inasmuch as the terms redemption, resurrec
tion and life, are not found in these passages. Yea, 
more; if he were to hand these texts over into the 
hands of a chemist, in order that he might put them 
through a chemical process, he could not squeeze out 
of them zoee% life, for the wicked.

Believers in endless torture have always quoted these 
texts to prove their system to be true. And as Bro. 
T.’s theory is only a limb of theirs, we need not be sur
prised that he should quote the same passages. Ye«a, 
I have known Bro. T., when conversing upon this sys
tem, for the purpose of showing that* death was the 
penally of the law, instead of eternal torture, adduce 

these scriptures to prove that the punishment of the 
wicked was death, and this he would do to-day, if duty 
required it. Hence, they do not give life to the wicked, 
when Bro. T. wishes to prove that “all the wicked will 
God destroy.” Consequently, no life in them for the 
wicked, Bro. T. being the judge!

Again, Bro. T. presents, 2 Pet 2: 6, then asserts 
that “ there is to be a resurrection of the unjust, as a 
dead person cannot be punished.” This is precisely,
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Bro. T., the same argument that the believers in end
less torture, have presented to sustain their heathen 

notion of punishment—of which yours is the twin 
sister.

But why is it, Bro. T., that you have taken this text 
from its connection—then drawn an inference from it— 
which does violence to the text and context? You 
ought to have known, that the godly spoken of in the 
text, who had been delivered out of temptation, were 

Noah and Lot. And the unjust spoken of, were the 
people of the old world, Sodom and Gomorrah, whose 
punishment is in the past. That the render may know 
that Bro. T.’s inference and assertion is wrong, and 
we are right, we will insert the passage: “The Lord 
knoweth [knew] how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust [the Sodomites, 
etc.] unto [(.heir, or] a day of judgment, to be pun
ished ”—( Campbells Translation)—after Lot had been 

taken out of their midst. And Jude, in speaking of 
their destruction or punishment, says they “are set 
forth for an example, having sufl’ered the vengeance of 
eternal fire.”—MacknighCs Translation.

And the waters of the Dead Sea are a standing wit
ness, of the fulfillment of God’s threatened punishment 
for their sins.

2 Peter 3: 7—“But the heavens and the earth 
which are now, by the same word arc kept in store, 
reserved unto fire, against the day of judgment and 

perdition of ungodly men.”
This text is quoted by Bro. T., then he says, 11 And 

neither does this require any comment.” I admit that 
'this statement would have been correct, had lie given 
the reader the third, fourth, fifth, etc., verses in connec
tion with the seventh verse. Then the reader would 
have learned that Peter testified to the following facts:

1. That in the last days, or end of Gentile rule, 
scoffers would come.

2. That they were willingly ignorant of the destruc
tion of the old world by water, the coming of Jesus, 
and the destruction that was soon coming upon them.
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3. That their scoffing would consist mainly! in mak
ing light of the coming of Jesus.

4. That the church might know when they should 

be surrounded with these scoffers, that their day of 

awful retribution was right upon them.
(These scoffers we have in our midst, hence this day 

is at hand.) And when Bro. T. can prove that the 

ungodly, who had died previous to the flood, were 
raised and destroyed with the antediluvians, then he 

will have a sound argument to prove that the wicked 
dead will be raised to life, and be destroyed or perish a 

second time. What say you to this, Bro. T., will 

you make the effort?
Rev. 1: 7, and John 19 :37, are presented by Bro.

“They,T. as proof of the 11 redemption of all men.’1 
also, which pierced him.”

Now, there was but one man that literally pierced 
Jesus, and he a Roman soldier.

Therefore, these texts prove too much for Bro. T. 
But the reader inquires, what do they teach? We 
answer:

1. The “every eve” that “shall see him,” are the 
church of God—the purchase of his blood. Proof: I 
Thes. 4: 15-17. I Cor. 13: 12. Col. 3:4. I John 
3: 2. John 14: 19—“Yet a little while and the world 

secth roe no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye 
shall live also.”

2. “They, also, that pierced him,”evidently are the 
Jews as a nation; for they say their fathers did right in 
causing Jesus to be put to death, and Gentiles will cry 
out, as the Jew passes by him, there goes that cursed 
Jew, who crucified my Lord! But they [the Jews] as 
a nation who are alive at His coming, shall look upon 
Him. Proof: Jer. 31: 7-9. Zech. 12: 9-14—“And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of 
supplications; and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as one
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mourncth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
Him as one that is in bitterness for his first born. In 

that day shall there be great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megid- 
don. And the land shall mourn, every family apart; 

the family of the house of David apart, and their wives 
apart; and the family of the house of Nathan apart* 

and their wives apart; and the family of the house of 

Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Sliimei 
apart, and their wives apart; all the families that re
main, every family apart, and their wives apart.”

Bro. T., in support of his theory, introduces John 12: 
48—“Hath one that judgeth him at the last day.”' 
Now, I think it must be obvious to every unbiased 
mind, that Bro. T. must be hard pressed—to adduce this 
text as proof of the revival of the wicked dead into 
life.

However, for the benefit of the inquirer aller truth,
I will let Paul explain this text. 2 Tim. 4: 1—“Who 
shall judge the quick [the living] and the dead [those 
who are in sheol, the grave], at His appearing and 
kingdom.” That is, He (Jesus) will decide when He 
comes, who among the living and the dead, are worthy 
of having life in the age to come, and such as are, He 
will give it to them. And those who have formed a 
character for death, He will leave in the dark abodes 
of sheol, the grave. For God has said, “The man who 
wandereth out of the way of understanding shall re
main in the congregation of the dead.” Hence, Bro. 
T.’s “important truth" is not a truth, according to the 

testimony of his own witness. And it must be that 
this witness has told the truth, for his testimony is cor
roborated by Ezekiel 13: 22—“Because with 4ies ye 
have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I 
have not made sad; and strengthened the hand of the 
wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, 
by promising him life.”

Therefore Bro. T. must try again; hence lie intro
duces Acts 24: 25—“ And as he reasoned of righteous-
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iicss, temperance, and *judgmcnt to come, Felix trem
bled,”—then attempts to give the reason why Felix 
trembled. “Because he was wicked, and he under
stood that the wicked shall be turned back into shool, 
the state of the dead, to remain in the congregation of 

the dead forever.” Why did not Bro. T. give Psa. 9: 
17, and Prov. 21: 16 in full? Was it to prevent the 
reader from knowing where these texts might be found, 
and how they read at home ? Who gave Bro. T. the 
liberty to add the word “back” to Psa. 9:17? Was 
it not his theory? Bid he not discover that it was tot
tering upon its base ? and did he not add this word as a 
prop, to prevent a perfect wreck of his theory? and in 
this act he would be doing God service I

Had Bro. T. only given the books, chapters and 
verses, then quoted the passages as they rend in the 
Bible, the reader would have learned that Felix has 
long since gone into sheol, the grave. Hence he will 
have to try again; for his efforts in this direction, will 
only serve to convince those who do their own reading 
and thinking, that his theoi'y is at war with the Living 
Oracles.

~ What next? Heb. 10: 26, 29, is quoted by Bro. 
T., and applied to tho coming of Christ. “ For if we 
sin willfully ailer that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. 
* * * How much cheironos “ inferior to that pun
ishment (spoken of in verse 28f), suppose ye, shall he 
be thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the spirit of grace ? ”

This1 is what is called jumping at a conclusion, for 
the sake of sustaining a theory. And to cap the cli
max, he fixes upon the second coming of Christ, as the 
time for this destruction to take place. Then calls it 
the second death.

*Tlio judgment that was soon coming upon tho Jewish nation and their city.
tScc UaUtid upon this point.
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Docs not Bro. T. know that the Apostle is contrast
ing the punishment of those who died without mercy, 
(Bro. T. says there is mercy for them,) under the law of 
Moses, with the punishment that awaited the Jewish 
nation, for their rejecting the Christ; by counting the 

blood of the covenant wherewith he (Christ) was sanc
tified (set apart) an unholy thing? They (the Jews) 
say, “his [Christ’s] blood be on us and our children.” 
In about A. D. 70, this punishment or judgment began, 
at the House of God. Hence, this portion of Holy 
Writ is against Bro. T.’s theory.

33

CHAPTER V.

I am glad to see my Bro. Thomas possess so much 
zeal, in advocating what I conceive to be a gross error, 
because it gives me some reason to think that he may 
yet become as zealous, in contending “for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints.” In his zeal 
to sustain his “important truth,” he has introduced 
Acts 24: 14, 15—“But this I confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the 
God of my fathers, believing all things which are writ
ten in the law and in the prophets. And have hope 
toward God, which they themselves also allow, that 
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and unjust.”* Then with all the gravity of a philoso
pher he says: “This needs no comment. The resur
rection of the unjust could not be more plainly and pos
itively expressed by the English language. If this can 
be explained away, then the whole Bible can on the 

same principle.”
Not quite so fast in your conclusions, Bro. T., for 

I have yet to learn that any of the members .of the
•Grlcsbnch marks nekroon—' denrt ” as doubtful. And upon an ex

amination of the Greek word anastasls, as defined by Liddell and Scott, 
tho reader will And that life is not one of its meanings. Hence, the text 
furnishes no proof that the wicked will have a resurrection to socn— 
Line.

2*
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household.of “the faith,” have any disposition to ex
plain away any part of the Living Oracles. But ns 

a member of this household, I am not ready to admit, 
that all that is found in our English version of the 

Bible, is a part of the original texts, any more than the 
word “ back,” which you added in quoting a part of 

Fsa. 9: 17, is a part of the text.
For certain men have had theories to sustain, which 

were at war with the one faith, the one hope, and one 
baptism. Hence, certain words and passages have been 
added to the Living Oracles, and explanations given for 
the purpose of sustaining a theory. And we shall find 

upon an examination of this text, that the term unjust, 
if genuine, did not embrace the Gentiles, from the fact, 
that the Pharisees and the pious Jews held only to the 
resurrection of the seed of Abraham. And from this 
seed, they rejected the notoriously wicked. There
fore the unjust, spoken of in the text, if genuine, are 
a class that will be saved. .This is the testimony of 
Dr. Noot, tho learned Jewish Eabbi of Boston, Mara., 
who was appealed to by Elder Miles Grant, in his dis
cussion with Elder Wendell. See Herald of Life, 
Vol. II., No. 31. “The oldest copies of tho Syriac 
leave out the words ” 1 both the just and the unjust.1

“The Pharisees to whom Paul alluded (for Paul did 
not say that he believed the resurrection of the unjust), 

(believed in a resurrection of some sort, a transmigra
tion of the soul from one body to another, which they 
called a resurrection, but not n resurrection ‘of tho 
dead,’ much less ' from the dead/ Observe Paul's res
urrection was based upon a hope. The Pharisaic doc
trine of the resurrection, was not a Christian doctrine. 
Supposing the passage should prove genuine, then, 
who did the Pharisees mean by the unjust? The 
pious and punctual observers of their law, they called 
the just, and the partial observers of their law they 
called the unjust, whom they supposed would be the 
subjects of their resurrection. But the notoriously 
wicked, they did not believe, would be the subjects 
of even their resurrection ‘The just and the unjust,'
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therefore, do not include the notoriously wicked, 
universal opinion among them was, that those whose 
carcasses fell in the wilderness, with other notorious 
sinners, would never have a resurrection. Josephus 
writes ‘ that souls have an immortal vigor in them, and 
that such as lived virtuously * * * shall have 

power to live again.’ He also says, ‘they,* the Phari
sees, ‘say that all souls are incorruptible, but that the 
souls of good men only are removed into other bodies.’ 
The Jews, during the captivity, had learned these 

notions from the heathen, notions respecting which 
their own Scriptures were either entirely silent, or 
taught doctrines entirely subversive of them. The 
Master said: (Beware of the doctrine of the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees.’ ”■—Thomas Read, in Herald of Life, 
Vol. VIII., No. 18.

It is absurd for Bro. T. and Orthodoxy to teach, or 
even to think, that Paul hoped in God for the resurrec- 
tion of the unjust as well as the just; for it was not the 
idea that governed the words of Paul used in the sub
sequent part of verse 15; but that the governing idea 
was, as shown in verse 14, such a resurrection ns the 
fathers believed in, namely, “that resurrection which 
kata, afLer, or according to, the law, and by the prophets 
written. And the language at the end of verse 14 
necessarily gives to the words with which verse 15 
begins the meaning,—such a hope on the subject of 
and resurrection as the law and the prophets taught, 
ns, consequently, the fathers believed in, namely, a res
urrection of the just, and of them only;’’ and we have 
seen, reader, that no other resurrection is taught in the 
law or by the prophets.

“In verse 15,** I have put together the relative 
pronoun hen, which (in the accusative), and the noun 
anastasin (in the accusative), to which hen relates; and 
have rendered, which resurrection [i. e., of dead] these 
themselves, etc. The rules of syntax require that the 
two be put together. In the Greek and the Latin it 
matters not how words are placed in a clause or sen
tence; the rules of syntax—agreement and govern-
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menl—determine how the clause or sentence is to be 
rendered in English. What Paul said before the council, 
Acts 23: 6, was for the ear of the Pharisees, who, ho 
saw. constituted a part of the council, and who, he 
knew, believed in a resurrection of dead. But Paul 
does not say that even the Pharisees believed in a res* 
urrection of the dead, (that is of all the dead, as Or
thodoxy would have the word the, in the E. V. of 
the verse, to mean,) both of the just and unjust. Paul 
had been a Pharisee, and knew what their belief was, 
and knew that they believed no such thing. He knew 
that contrary to the Sadducees, they believed in a resur
rection of dead; and this Paul, too, believed. To this 
extent Paul and the Pharisees were agreed on the sub
ject of resurrection. But Paul tells us that, beyond 
this, the Pharisees believed in a resurrection of unjust. 
Paul does not say that they believed in a resurrection 
of <7ie unjust (which [Bro. T. and] Orthodoxy would 
say means all the unjusL). He does not impute that to 
them; nor does Paul say that he believed in such a res
urrection ns that; but he says, they believed in a resur
rection of dead, of just indeed, kait but, or, also, of un- 

Bid the Pharisees believe in a resurrection of all 
the dead, Gentiles and all ? Certainly not. They be
lieved that they themselves, by reason of their being of 
the flesh and blood of Abraham—would all be raised 
from the dead,” [except the notoriously wicked, and 
saved in the kingdom of God.] * * * “ Bid Paul, 
when he stood accused before the council, Acts 23: 6, 
believe that there would be resurrection of unjust? 
Not at all, as all his teaching on the subject of resur
rection conclusively shows. If he did, why had he left 
the Pharisees?” [And why should they find fault with 
him, Bro. T.?] “The Greek as well as the Hebrew, 
was written without points. The E. V. verse uses the 
word allow with a comma after it, and has a resurrec
tion, in the nominative case, where, as in the Greek 
and in the Latin, resurrection is in the accusative; and 
so the E. V., by putting a resurrection in the nomina
tive, was compelled to insert that there before its words
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shall he a resurrection. Now by inserting the true 
word ‘expect, instead of allow, and putting no comma 
after expect* and'striking out the E. V. word Me before 
dead, and before just, land putting which resurrection 

together (they agreeing with each other in the accusa
tive), the E. V. verse, without filling the ellipsis, will 
read thus: And have hope toward God, which resur
rection they themselves [the Pharisees] expect shall be 
of dead, both of just and unjust. And this plainly 

8hows.tliat there is an ellipsis after the words towards 
God. And by filling the ellipsis (as before) and taking 
out the comma and the improper words used in the E. 
V., the verse is perfectly plain: And have hope towards 
God, of a resurrection of dead, which resurrection they 
themselves expect shall be of dead, both of just and un
just.” [Theology of the Bible, page 600-60G.] And as 
we proceed in the investigation of this text, we shall 
find that “ Theology of the Bible ” is right, and Bro. T. 
WRONG.

Paul says he believed all things written in the 
law and the prophets. And as Bro. T. has failed in all 
his ramblings, to give us the text from the prophets 
which says the unjust shall be raised to life, I wish him 
to do it, or acknowledge that his “important truth” is 
but a limb of the heathen dogma of endless torture 1 

2. “ He had hope toward God.” The Greek word
elpes, is defined “hope,”—“the object of hope,”—“any 
thought on the future, expectation.”—Liddell and Scott, i 

Webster defines hope to mean, “a desire of some 
good, accompanied with at least a slight expectation of 
obtaining it, or a belief that it is obtainable. Hope, 
therefore, always gives pleasure or joy. 2. Confidence 
in a future event; the highest degree of well-founded 
expectation of good. 3. That which gives hope; he, 
or that which furnishes ground of expectation, or prom
ises desired good.”

Now, Bro. T., is it reasonable and right for one to 
teach, or suppose that the resurrection of the wicked to 
eternal torture, or a limited torture, constituted any 
part of Paul’s hope? 1 answer, Nay. Why?

1.
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1. Because God told Abram that Eliezer, who 

a type of the wicked, should 11 not be his heir; ” 11 but 

he that cometli forth out of thine owri bowels shall be 

thine heir. And outside of the -promise made to Abram 

and his seed, there is no promise of life, or a future 
world for any of Adam's race. And as these promises 
are conditional and center in the Christ of whom Isaac 
was a type, therefore the wicked cannot hare life. See 

Gen. 15: 3, 4. Gal. 3: 16, 26-29. Heb. 11: 17-19. 

Rom. 4: 11, 12.
2. For it would rob it of all its brilliancy and 

beauty. Could it be an object of desire to see all the 
wicked in one vast company, weeping, wailing, crying 
for mercy, and mercy deaf to all their sorrows, anguish 
and despair? Could he desire to listen to the curses

. and blasphemies, and witness the rolling sea of wicked- 
1 ness that will pour forth from these revived sinners and 

blasphemers of all sorts? You answer, Nay; because 

f this could not be an object of hope, but the Apostle’s 
relation to the resurrection, of which he speaks, is that 
of hope. “Having hope toward God * * * that 
there shall be a resurrection of the dead,” and why do 
my accusers find fault wiLh me, for 14 they also expect 
that there shall be a resurrection of the seed of Abra- 

1 ham.” And for preaching the doctrine of the resurrec
tion of the children of faith—the seed of Abraham, to 
inherit the land promised by God to them, I stand 
before you to-day, most noble Felix, charged by these, 
mine accusers, as beiug guilty of heresy. But, sir, ac
cording to their own decision they are equally guilty. 
For they expect a resurrection “of the children of 
Abraham.”

This appears to me to be the doctrine taught by 
Paul in this text. Because it is a historical fact that 
cannot be controverted, that the Pharisees held only to 
the resurrection of the seed of Abraham. Dr. Bloom
field, in his critical notes upon lliis text, admits “that 
some of the Pharisees believed only in a resurrection of 
the just.”
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Dr. A. Clarke testifies that it was the faith of the 
Pharisees, that their Fathers, who were cut off, or fell 
in the wilderness, would never live again, or be raised 

to life. And Jesus had his eye upon this faitli of theirs 
when he said, “Your fathers did eat manna in the wil
derness, and are dead. This is the bread which coineth 
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not 
die.” That is he will not die that death from which 
there is no revival into life:

Again, “ Bishop Bull, in his Harmonia Apostolica 

has clearly proved that they (the Pharisees) held to 
resurrection of the body, and that they supposed that 
certain bone remained incorrupted, to furnish the mai 
ter of which the resurrection body was to be formed. 
They did not, however, believe that all mankind were 
to be raised from the dead, 
privilege of the children of Abraham alone, who were 
all to rise on Mount Zion.—Buck's Theological Dic
tionary.

Bishop Pearce remarks that “ the Pharisees believed 
that the just only would be raised.” See Josephus' 
Ant. B. 18: Chap. 1: 3.

“The Pharisees denied the resurrection of the 
wicked. So did the Essenes.”—Prideaux.

Maimonedcs, a very learned Jew, held and taught 
that the future resurrection of tho dead, would be con
fined to the pious among the Jews, and that all the rest 
of mankind, whether Jew or Gentile, would be left in 
oblivion. History of the Jews by S. M. Smucker, 
LL. D., page 118.

And it is quite clear, from the record which we have 
of the seven brothers, who, with their mother, were 
put to death by Antiochus Epiphanes in one day, that 

the pious JpsEfe, did hot believe that the wicked dead 
would ever be raised to life, or have a resurrection; but 
that they received their punishment under the dispensa
tion in which they lived. 2 Maccabees 7: 1-41. * * 
* * “ So, when he was ready to die, he said, thus it
is good, being put to death by man, to look to God to 
be raised up again by Him; as for thee [Antiochus]

A resurrection was the
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thou shall have no resurrection to life. * * * But
think not thou [Antiochus] that takest in hand to strive 

against God, that thou shalt escape unpunished.’1 For 
thou shalt die that death from which there is no revival 

nto life.
The following testimony is found in Rollin'$ Ancient 

jHistory, Vol. IV., page 134. He says of the fourth 

son, that lie was tortured in the same manner, and, be
ing ready to die, he said to the monarch: 11 It is for our 
advantage to be killed by men, because we hope that 

God will restore us to life at the resurrection; but you, 
0 king I will never rise to life!”

According to Josephus, this resurrection of theirs, 
was no more than a Pythagorian resurrection. But 

from this resurrection they excluded all that were noto
riously wicked.—Prideaux.

Therefore, they (the Pharisees) had no right to find 

fault with Paul for preaching through Christ a 
rection of the “ dead that die in the Lord.” 
cause they expected that all the seed of Abraham, who 
had his Jaith, would have a resurrection. And Paul, 
having the wisdom of the serpent combined with the 
spirit of the dove, was enabled to take advantage of 
what they claimed to be truth, in order to justify him
self in the proclamation of the one faith, the one 
hope, which hope is the “hope of Israel} and for it, 
Paul was bound with this chain.”—Acts 28: 20.' 
Listen to him as he stood before the council. Acts 23: 
6—11 But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the 
council: Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of 
a Pharisee, of the hope and resurrection of the dead I 
am called in question.” But there were some which 
had no hope of a resurrection.—ffhes. |£;13. And it 
is quite certain that if we are guided by the context, 
and the definition that the Apostle has given to the 
term hope, in Rom. 8: 20-25, that the following is the 
doctrine taught by Paul in the text: I have hope that 
God will raise from the dead, at the last day, by His 
son Jesus Christ, all them,that sleep in Him, to inherit

resur--
Be-
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the earth, in its renovated state, even as He (God) 
raised up Christ from the dead. And why do you 
Pharisees find fault with me for thus teaching the resur
rection? when ye yourselves also expect, that there will 
be a resurrection of all the children of Abraham, who 
die in his faith. Such seems to be the sense of the 

Apostle, from the fact that lie did testify, on another 
occasion, that he had taught none other things, save 

what Moses and the Prophets said should be. And 

nowhere have they taught the resurrection of the 
wicked. No, not even by implication.

II. We never find him, on any other occasion, 
preaching the resurrection only as a blessing promised 

through Christ, and to incorruptibility. This will be 
seen, as we pursue the investigation of this interesting 
portion of Holy Writ I

1. I will call your attention, Bro. T.t to the time 
that Paul was brought before Agrippa. having been 
charged with the crime of heresy, Acts 26: 6-8. What 
a defense. Under it, Agrippa was awed into rever
ence, and was constrained to acknowledge, “almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” I will quote a 
part of it; please listen to it: “ And now I stand and 
am judged for the hope of the promise made of God 
unto the fathers; unto which promise our twelve tribes, 
instantly serving God day and night, hope to come; 
for which hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused of 
the Jews. Why should it be thought a thing incredi
ble with you that God should raise the dead?”

Here the Apostle informs Agrippa, that he stood be
fore him to be judged, because he desired and expected 
the fulfillment of the promise, that God had made unto 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and David. And by 
turning to Genesis, and reading from the twehlh to the 
seventeenth chapters, inclusive, you will find that God 
promised to give Abrahan^and his seed, land and life 
from the dead, for him and his seed to inherit eternally. 
“ Of whom it was said, that in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called; accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead [out from among the dead], from

41
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whence also lie received Him in a figure” of the 

Christ. Therefore, Abraham’s faith in the resurrection, 
embraced only “the children of the promise.” And 
now, Agrippa, why should it be thought a thing incred
ible with you that Abraham, and all who died in his 
faith, should be raised from the dead ?

Again, your attention, Bro. T., is invited to 1 Thes. 
4: 13-18, where the Apostle endeavors to comfort the 
brethren whose hearts had been made sad, and whose 
eyes bad dropped the briny tear, because death had con
quered some of their number, with the glorious doctrine 

of the coming of Christ to raise from the dead those 
who sleep in Jesus; and change the righteous living 

from mortality to immortality. Please listen to him: 
11 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not 
as those which have no hope [of a resurrection] for if 

ye believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him ; [that 
is, as the Father brought up Jesus out of the tomb of Jo
seph, so, in like manner, will those that sleep iu Jesus 
be raised incorruptible when he comes.] For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first [that is, before 
the righteous living are changed], then we [the breth
ren] which are alive and remain [at His coming] shall 
be caught up to meet the Lord, * * and so shall 

we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one 
another with these words."

Again, your attention, Bro. T., is called to Phil. 3: 
7-11, where this glorious doctrine of the resurrection, 
is clearly presented and confined to those who count all 
things hut loss—;for the excellency of the knowledge of 
the resurrection from the dead, through Jesus Christ 
Lord l

1. The Apostle commences the chapter, as though 
he were giving them his last advice: “Finally, my 
brethren, rejoice in the Lord.”

our
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2. He advises them to 11 beware ” of certain parties 
whom he calls “ dogs,” “ evil workers,” etc.

3. It appears that some were trusting in the flesh, 
and the Apostle shows them that he had greater reason 
to trust in the flesh than they. 11 But what things 

were gain to me, [and they were many,] those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yen, doubtless, and I count all things 

but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own right
eousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith, that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
made conformable unto His death,” by being immersed 
into the Christ,11 for the remission of sins,” “
MEANS I MIGHT ATTAIN UNTO THE RESURRECTION
out from among the dead,” as the Greek reads.

Here we have immutable testimony, that Paul’s only 
hope of future life, was in the resurrection out from 
among the dead. And in order to attain unto it, all 
that he possessed was laid on the altar for Christ, and 
in strict conformity to His revealed will he lived. And 
this is what he calls the hope of Israel. Acts 2d: 
20—11 For on account of the hope of Israel I wear 
this chain! ” And this hope, he informs us, is eternal 
life: Titus 1: 2—“In hope of aionion life, which God, 
who is never false, announced before aionion times.” 
—Diaglott. And this hope was first and foremost in 
all the Apostle’s discourses!

With these facts before us, Bro. T., we are fully sat
isfied that Paul would not be guilty of misrepresenting 
the faith of the Pharisees before Felix, or any other 
man. Hence, the text is against your theory. There
fore, it furnishes no proof in favor of the revival of the 

wicked dead into life.

IF BY ANY
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CHAPTER VI.

Dan. 12: 2, is introduced by Bro. T. .as proof of his 
all-absorbing theory of “the re-living of the wicked 

dead.” But upon a critical examination of the text 
and context, wc shall find that he is mistaken. The 

King’s verson reads thus:
“ And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 

caTth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 

shame and everlasting contempt.”
“And multitudes from sleepers in dust of ground 

shall awake, these to the lives of the age, and those 
[the unawakened] to the shame and contempt of the 

age.”—Translated by Hacking.
This translation is sustained by some of the most 

learned men, that have ever graced human society.
Archbishop Whately says of this passage: “ It may 

be observed that it does not necessarily imply a resur
rection of all men.”—“ Corruptions of Christianity,” 

page 85.
Others. Prof. Stuart states that “ there can be no 

doubt on the part of him who has made any considera
ble investigation of this matter, that the great mass of 
Jewish Rabbins have believed and taught the resur
rection of the just in the day of the Messiah’s develop
ment. They do not give any intimation of a resurrec
tion of the unjust.”

Prof. Bush translates thus: “And many of the 
sleepers of the dust shall awake; these (the awakened 1 
shall be to everlasting life, and those (the unawakened) 
shall be to shame and everlasting contempt.”

Aben Ezra says: “ Those who wake shall be (ap
pointed) to everlasting life, and those who wake not 
shall be (doomed) to shame and everlnsting contempt”

Gaon says: “ This is the resuscitation of the dead of 
Israel, whose lot is to eternal life, and those who do 
not awake are the forsaken of Jehovah.”—Bush on the
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Resurrection, page 134. Prof. Whiting translates thus: 
“ And many of the sleepers of the dust of the ground 
shall awake; these to everlasting life, and those to re
proaches and everlasting abhorence.”

He says: “Those are such as do not awake, and 
hence seem to remain unawakened in everlasting abhor- 
encc.”

Thomas Read says in the Herald of Life, Vol. VIII., 
No. 18: “ Aillch—weailleh—though translated “some” 
and “some” in the English version, are in almost every 
other place translated “these” and “those” There is 
no representative of the word 11 some ” in the Hebrew, 
and it ought not to have appeared in the translation. 
The “many of” is translated correctly, and that of 
itself confines the “ these ” that awake to a class, and 
clearly implies that there are the “ those ” that will not 
awake. Many of the sleepers shall awake, plainly sup
poses that there are some that shall not awake, 
text truly translated is clear testimony that the wicked 
will not awake to life; will not be resurrected, or re
stored to life.

Rev. Edward Winthrop translates the words: “And 
many from out of the sleepers of the dust.” And the 
learned lexicographer, Gesenius} testifies that the He
brew word thus rendered “ designates a part taken out 
of the whole.” Hr. Adam Clarke says this text “ has 
been referred to the future restoration of the Jews.”

Dr. A. M. Osborn, of the M. E. Church, in his work 
entitled, Daniel Verified in History and Chronology, 
pp. 185-6, says: “Let us recur for a moment to the 
structure of the passage. This can be best shown by 
paraphrasing the verse many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some [the many who 
awake shall awake] to everlasting life, and some [those 
who do not awake shall sleep in] shame and everlasting 
contempt. The ‘of* is a particle of severalty, and 
divides lmany* who should awake, from ‘some’ who 
should sleep in shame and contempt. Only the ‘many * 
who shall be found * written in the book* [of life] shall 
awake.” Dr. Osbon finds not a literal but a nntional

This
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resurrection or restoration of Israel in the text-, and in 
this he is correct.

Dr. Noyes, professor of Hebrew in Harvard college, 
unhesitatingly affirms that the awaking of only a por
tion of the sleepers is brought to view in this text. 
“ Many of," ho says, cannot mean all.

Dr. Hody (Treatise of Resurrection of the Body, p. 
230), says: “ £ must fully acknowledge that the word 
many makes this text extremely difficult. ‘I know 
what expositors say, but I am not satisfied with any 

that I have hitherto met with. Some tell us that 
many is sometimes used in the Scriptures to signify all, 
but this does not clear the difficulty; for there is a 
great difference between many and many of. All they 
that sleep in the dust are many ; but many of them that 

sleep in the dust cannot be said to be all that sleep 
in the dust. Many of does plainly except some." 
11 This," adds Prof. Bush, “ we must regard as conclu
sive,” that all will not awake. Prof. Hudson, in “ Debt 

and Grace," p. 186, says: “ It is thought by good critics 
that the prophet in this text speaks only of the resur
rection of the righteous. * * * And that the pas
sage” should be read “These [who awake] to ever
lasting life, and those [who do not awake] to shame and 
everlasting contempt." This would agree with the 

Syriac version: “ some to death, and the eternal con
tempt of their companions." Prof. H. further says: 
“The word 1 shame’ cannot refer to the feelings of the 
lost.”

Simon G. Noot, D. D., a Jewish Rabbi, of Boston, 
Mass., boldly asserts that “the 'many of * is restrictive, 
and cannot mean all the sleepers," and that those who 
do awake will be saved.—Herald of Life, May 3, 1865.

Judge Halsted, in his Theology of the Bible, p. 580, 
says: “In this verse, Dan. 12: 2, we have only to in
sert are before 1 to (a) life eternal,1 and are alter ‘others,’ 
and this verse teaches what all Scripture teaches, 
namely, the resurrection of the just, and the non-resur
rection of the unjust."

Is it not strange, that when this brightest gem of all
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the oems of truth—Life only in Christ, which had for 
ages been clothed in mysticism, broke upon the path
way of the church like a blazing meteor! that such men 
as Bro. T., and those of like faith, will prefer to sup 

from the golden cup which is in the hand of her, who 
was thrown from the scarlet colored beast, July 15th, 
1870, and walk in the twilight of day, and thereby les
sen their joys and usefulness?

In the hast verse of the 11th chapter, we are informed 
that the king of the North (the Autocrat of all the 
Hussias) shall encamp upon Judah’s mountains; and 

“ he shall come to his end and none shall help him.” 
“ And at that time [when he comes to his end] shall 
Michael stand up [Jesus stands up to reign] the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy people.”

Here we have two classes of people named by the 
angel; one lie calls Daniel’s “people,” the other “the 
children of his people.”

First, who are Daniel’s people ?
Answer Dan.'9: 19, 20-24; 10: 14—“0 Lord, 

hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearken and do; 
defer not, for thine own sake, 0 my God; for thy city 
and thy people are called by thy name. And while I 
was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and 
the sin of my people, Israel, and presenting my suppli
cation before the Lord my God for the holy mountain 
of my God. * * * Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the Most Holy. Now I am come to 
make thee understand what shall befall thy people in 
the latter daj's; for yet the vision is for many days.”

Here we have immutable testimony, that Daniel’s 
people were the Jews—Israel—not Gentiles. There
fore, the children of Daniel’s people cannot be Gentiles, 
but Jews, the tribes of Israel, who are living among 

the nations at the coming of Jesus. “ And there shall
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be a time of trouble. * * * And at that timo thy 
people shall be delivered.”

How many of them, Gabriel ?
Answer: “ Every one found written in the Book— 

The Book of Life."—Rev. 20: 12.
Verse 2—“And many of them [the children of thy 

people] that sleep in the dust of the earth,” etc. In 
this passage we have the gathering of all the children 
of Daniel’s people, who are alive at the coming of 
Christ, and scattered among the nations. All of them 
will be gathered out from among the nations, and 
brought into a place of deliverance. Then the “ rebels” 
[the unawakened] will be “purged out” and destroyed; 
but the rest [those who are awakened to look on Him 

whom they have pierced, proof: Zech. 9: 14] will 
enter the land of promise; the new covenant will be 
made with them, and they will constitute the proper 
subjects of the Kingdom of God. Proof: Isa. 66: 17, 
—“They that sanctify themselves, and purify them
selves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, 
eating swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the 
mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the Lord.”

Ezek. 20: 33-38—11 As I live, saith the Lord God, 
surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with fury poured out* will I rule over you. 
And I will bring you out from the people, and will 
gather you out of the countries wherein you are scat
tered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring you 
into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead 
with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your 
fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will 
I plead with you, saith the Lord God. And I will 
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you 
into the bond of the covenant. [A place of deliver
ing.—MargJ\ And I will purge out from among you 
the rebels, and them that transgress against me; I will 
bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn 
and they shall not enter into the land of Israel; and 
ye shall know that I am the Lord.” As further proof,
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see Isa. 11: 10-16. Rom. 9: 27; 11: 15, 25-29— 
“ What shall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead ? ”

Hence, the reader can see, who has no theory to 
sustain outside of God’s system of revealed truth, that 
this text is spoken of Daniel's people, and the children 

of his people, who are scattered among the nations at 
the time Michael or Jesus stands up to reign. There
fore, it has nothing to do with Gentile sinners^ or any 
other sinners who have literally died. Consequently, it 

furnishes Bro. T. no proof to sustain what he calls an 
essential or “important truth.”

49

CHAPTER VII.

John 5: 28, 29—“Marvel not at this, for the hour 
is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation,”— 
condemnation.

With much confidence, has my good Bro. Thomas 
introduced this passage, in proof of his “important 
truth—the redemption of all men,” then makes the fol
lowing comment: “If this can be called figurative lan
guage, then the commission to the apostles can be called 
figurative, and the entire words of Christ can be figured 
away.” But stop, Bro. T. Don’t get excited. For 
you are in the habit of taking things rather cool, espe
cially when you have a good case. Yea, more, you 
know that I love to investigate His Word. But, we 

will keep cool.
In the investigation of this interesting portion of the 

Living Oracles, three things are essential for us to learn, 
before we can knowingly arrive at the truth taught in 
the text 1. The people addressed by Jesus, were the 
Jews. And it should be remembered that He always

3
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addressed them as a nation, taking them down through 
the vista of time into the age to come, or kingdom 
state. 2. The reason why Ho made His defense or 
delivered this discourse was to vindicate bis own char
acter. 3. His object was to convince them that He 
was the Messiah, and destined to do the work that the 
Father had assigned to Him. And Bro. T. has taught 

for some time, that a part of His work is to restore the 
tribes of Israel to the land of promise. Will he demur 

from this position at this late hour?
If Bro. T. will turn to the chapter and read from the 

10th verse to the lGth verse inclusive, he will find that 

the Jews are the people addressed, and the reason why 
—was, because they had accused him of breaking the 
Sabbath. “Therefore, did the Jews persecute Jesus, 
And sought to si Ay liinij beenuso lie hud done tbeso things 

on the Sabbath.” Therefore he makes his defense, and 
in it, he labors to convince them that he is the Messiah, 
by showing them that he was destined to fill the office 
and do the work the Father had assigned to him, as the 
Messiah, to do. Hence he presents the work which he 
is to do, in its order.

Verso 17. He informs them [the Jews] 
was his Father, by saying, “ my Father worketh hith
erto, and I work.” Verse 18—“Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he had said that 
God was his Father.” Verse 19—He informed them 
that “ the Son can do nothing of himself, but what he 
seeth the Father do; for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise.”

The Father had destroyed the antediluvians—the 
Sodomites—brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt 
—destroyed Pharaoh and his army, and raised the 
dead.

that God

Verses 20, 21—“For the father loveth the Son, and 
showeth him all things that himself doeth ; and he will 
show him greater works than these, that ye may mar
vel. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quick- 
eneth them, even so the son quickenclh whom he will.”
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Verse 22—“For tlio Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the Son.”

Time was when the Father sat in judgment on 
Adam, the old world, the people of Sodom, etc. And 
why, because he had no Son only as he existed in the 
Word—the plan and purpose of God. But now ho 
has a Son; hence he has committed the work of judg- 
ing men to Him. Therefore, the investigating judg
ment is going on. We are in an open court—witnesses 
are testifying—character is being formed for life, or 
death. Proof: Matt. 12: 31-37. 2 Cor. 2: 15, 16. 
Acts 13: 44-48. And when Jesus comes, the decisive 
or executive judgment takes place. Those who have 
formed a character for ft/e, He will give it to them; 
and those who have formed a character for death, will 
have it, by being left “ in the congregation of the deud.” 
—Prov. 21: 16.

Verse 23—He informs them, (the Jews,) “that all 
men should honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father,” and only as thoy receive Him as the son of 
David—the son of God—could they honor the Father.

Verse 24—He presents to them the great doctrine 
of faith and repentance, or wlrat is generally called con
version. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
hearcth my word, and bclieveth on Him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come unto condem
nation ; but is passed from death unto life.” Glory be 
to God for such a promise 1 Shall not come into con
demnation/ Because he is passed from a state of death, 
into a state of justification and life, by hearing, under
standing, and believing lhaL Jesus of Nazareth is God’s 
Life Giver and the rightful heir to the throne—the 
kingdom of David—the kingdom of God—and being - 
immersed into Christ for the remission of sins. And 
this life which he now has in the Christ, he does not 
lose in death /—Col. 3: 3, 4. Hence, he has a life- 
giving principle which survives him in death. And 
this life-giving principle is in the Christ, and though he 
may fall down under the power and dominion of death 
and lose this animal life he now possesses, (which the

51
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law has a claim upon because lie has sinned, and will 
never relinquish its claimsf) he has spirit or future life 
in Christ; (therefore, in safekeeping;) and by it, he will 
be quickened into being when He

Verse 25—Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hora, 
—hour—is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear, 
shall live.” The Greek word rendered hour in this 
passage is rendered time in 1 John 2: 18—“Little 
children, it is the last time; and as ye have heard that 

antichrist shall come, even now are there many anti
christs; whereby we know that it is the last time.” 
Hence, this hour or time, spans the whole period of 

time tliat antichrist is to continue. And it is a truth 
settled by inspiration, that antichrist cannot be destroyed 
until after Christ shall come and raise the dead, who 
are to hear his voice and live; consequently, this work 
of raising the dead is to be done in this hour—done 

previous to the destruction of antichrist. Some have 
lieard, as Bro. T. will admit; the rest will hear when 
Jesus comes. Do all men hear? Bro. T. says “yea,” 
but Jesus says “nay,” they that hear shall live.”

Verse 26—He gives the reason why they will live. 
“For, ns the Father hath life in himself, so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in himself,” and power to 
give it to as many as the Father shall give to Him.— 
John 17:2. Therefore, the power of the Son to raise 
His children is nothing less than the power of His 
Father; and that the Son has this life in Him is demon
strated by the glorious fact, that His gracious Father 
raised Him from the dead. And when Bro. T. will 
prove that the Father has given all men to Jesus, and 
delegated Him with power and authority to give life 
to them, he will have a sound argument to sustain his 
“ important truth ”—error I 

Verso 27—He introduces his reign upon the throne 
of David, and showeth them (the Jews) that it is the 
next event in order, after raising the dead who hear his 
voice, by saying that the Father has given him authority 

to execute judgment also. The Greek word ezousia,

7t*

comes.
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rendered authority, is tlius defined by Dr. Robinson: 
“The power, ability, faculty, commission, authority, 
right, domion, rule.” Hence power to “ rule the world 
to come in righteousness,
Man,” (son of David.) See Acts 17: 30, 31. Zcch. 
14: 9. Psa. 72. Isa. 9: 6, 7. Ezelc. 21: 25-27. 
Psa. 132: 11-14. Acts 2: 29-31. Luke 1: 30-33. 
Acts 15: 13-17. Isa. 32: 1. Jcr. 23: 5.

The vindication of this high character evidently was 

the object of Christ on this occasion, and perceiving 
that the unbelieving Jews discredited his claims, he 
turns his discourse more directly to them; and as on 
all other occasions, speaks in full, or in part., to them in 

figures or parables; in which John’s writings largely 
abound.

Verses 28 and 29—He informs them (the Jews a3 
a nation)*that there is another important work for him 
to do, after he shall raise the dead and take his seat 
upon his throne, which will be established upon Mount 
Zion. “ Marvel not at this; * that is, wonder not when 
ye as a nation shall sec men embracing me as the Life 
giver, and the dead risen from land and from ocean 
and the Son of Man seated upon his throne, ruling in 
righteousness. “ For the hour [time] is coming, in the 
which” there is to be a political or national resurrection 
(restoring) of the whole house of Israel, who are in their 
tombs secluded among the nations. “They shall hear 
my voice and come forth out of their tombs. They 
that have done good to the restoring of life; and they 
that have done evil unto the restoring of condem- 
nation.”

This seems to be the truth taught in the text. It 
must be obvious that the word “all,” in the text, is 
used by Jesus in a limited sense, from the fact that* the 
resurrection of God’s “dead men,” is taught in the 25th 
verse, and that they are raised before Jesus takes the 
throne of his father David. And Bro. T., in his third 
article, admits that it does not embrace all mankiud.

*Mce thaumtizite has reference to vrlint is said in verses 21-27.—Dr. 
Bloomfield.
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Therefore, the text furnishes him no proof to sustain his 
all “ important truth.”

Mnemeos, from which graves is translated, denotes 
“ sepulchres, tombs, memorial monuments, secure places, 
where precious things are stored up and preserved.”— 
Dr. Robinson and Greenfield. 11 Any memorial, remem
brance, or record of things.”—Liddell and Scott. Tlieie- 
fore it does not signify the unseen, the invisible abode 
or mansion of the dead, etc., (that is those who are liter
ally dead,) which comes from the Greek word hades. 
There is but one hadest but many mnemeos. Hence 
they are different places. The first is the mansion sin- 
gulur, of all the literal dead. The latter are the many 
plural, national, or figurative tombs, iu which the scat
tered tribes of Judah aud Israel have long been nation
ally entombed.

Hence the resurrection cannot be that of literal dead 
men in hades. Therefore, the text docs not furnish 
Bro. T. with anything to support his “ important truth.”

Again, the Greek word rendered resurrection is 

anastasis, and is defined by Liddell and Scott to mean, 
(1.) “A making to stand, or rise up, awakening, a res
toration of the dead.” (2.) “A making to rise and 
leave their place, removal." “ As for instance the re
moval of the Greeks from Iona for safety." (3.) “ A 
setting up, rebuilding.” (4.) “In the New Testament, 
a resurrection.”

Hence it is the right word for Jesus to use, when 
speaking to the Jews, of the rising or restoring of the 
tribes of Israel, out from among the nations, where 
they are to be found living at the lime that he comes to 
take his throne; and those who arc found worthy to 
enter the land and receive life, will be brought into it, 
and those who are unworthy of this blessing will be 
condemned to death. See Zecli. 13: 8, 9. Isa. 66: 17. 

• In Luke 2: 34, anastasin is rendered rising, and is 
applied to the final gathering of Israel to their own 
laud. “ Behold this child [Jesus] is set for the fall and 
anastasin—rising again of many in Israel.”

Their fall we have had. Upon the filling up of their
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cup of iniquity, by tbcir rejecting the Christ, they have 
been broken off.—Rum. 11: 15. What shall the re* 
ceiving of them be but life from the dead? In the 
thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel, we have a literal 

resurrection introduced, to illustrate a symbolic resur
rection of the house of Israel, out of their political 
graves—tombs—and their being brought into their own 

land; made l(onc nation upon the mountains of Israel, 
and one king shall be king over them all; and they 

shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingdoms any more at all, and my 
BELOVED shall be their prince forever.”

As proof, see Ezekiel 36: 17-38; 39: 21-29. Isa. 
6G: 15-24; 65: 18-25. Jer. 23: 5-8; 30: 1-11, 16- 
24; 31: 1-14; 27: 37. Joel 3: 16-21.
25-29.

But it is said a portion of them come forth to con
demnation. True; for Isaiah has said in his eleventh 
chapter that their gathering is like fader the manner 
of] their coming up out of the land of Egypt. [Please 
read this chapter.] All the living ones were brought 
up out of the land of Egypt, but the rebels fell in the 
wilderness. See Matt. 13: 47-49.

Again, Ezek. 20:33-38—11 As I live, saith the 
Lord, I will bring you out from the people, and will 
gather you out from the countries wherein you are 
scattered, with a mighty hand and a stretched out arm.

* * And I will cause you to pass under the 
rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the cove
nant/’ [“or a place of delivering.”—Alarg.] uand I 
will purge out from among you the rebels, and them (hat 
transgress against met [those that have done evil to the 
restoring of condemnation.] And I will bring them 
forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they 

shall not enter into the land of Israel.”
Again, Amos 9: 9, 10—“For, lo, I will command 

and sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as 
corn is sifted in a sieve, and yet shall there not the least 
grain fall upon the earth. All the sinners of my people 
[Israel restored to condemnation] shall die by the 
sword.11
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Thus we have been enabled to take Bro. T.'s strong 

fort, in which he had so confidently taken refnge amid 
the storm of heaven’s artillery, without figuring away 
God’s word or the firing of a single gun, or the loss of 
life I And upon our entering it, we do not find so 
much as the shade or smell of testimony in favor of his 

11 important trutli ”—error.

56

CHAPTER VIII.

Bro. T. introduces 2 Thcs. 1: 6-10 as proof of his 
theory, but omitted verses eight and nine without 
noting the omission, leaving the reader to suppose, that 

the entire passage was given, then asks: “Will the 
persecutors and troublers of the Thcssalonian Church 
bo recompensed with tribulation when the Lord Jesus 
Bhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
at the same time when the said church, together with 
Paul, are to be recompensed with rest?”

And then adds “so reads the Word.” 
word ? All will see that it is not God’s word by read
ing the entire passage in the Bible. A theory which 
requires this 11 wresting the scriptures ” must be false.

Is it possible that Bro. T. has yet to learn, that Paul 
and the Thessalonian brethren, and all who have died 
in the faith, are resting in the grave ? See Dan. 12: 

13. Rev. 14: 13. Job 3: 11-19; 17: 13-16. Gen. 
15: 15. “They shall go down to the bars of the pit, 
when our rest together is in the dust.”

Jude 14: 15, Bro. T. introduces, and* then asserts 
that “ the Apostle is here speaking of persons then liv
ing,” when there is not a word said about wicked men 
being raised to life in the whole chapter.

Bro. T. takes the position in the Harbinger, Vol. 34, 
p. 374, that a certain class of the wicked will not be 
raised to life; and the non-living of this class he calls 
“the second death” Now, in John 3: 36, we learn

But whose
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that “he that bclieveth not the Son shall not see life, 
[zoce,] but the wrath of God abidelh upon him.” This 
wrath is not pain, but the loss of life. “Dust thou art, 
and unto dust slialt thou return.” Hence, the word all, 
[Jude 15,] on which Bro. T. lays so much stress, is to 
be limited to the wicked who are alive at the coming of 
Jesus. For the wicked who have died, according to 

Bro. T.’s admission, have died “the second death.” 

Hence, Bro. T. is compelled to cat all his own words, 
which he has uttered, relative to the wicked being 
raised to life for the purpose of dying the second death!

Bro. T. presents Rev. 20: 6, 12-15, and 21: 8, and 
on verse 13, says: “And death and hell, that is, the 
wicked—the real subjects of death and hades, the dead 
which were in them, and had been delivered up, were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.”

Here Bro. T. contradicts his leading statement, viz.* 
that a certain class, whom he calls “excessively, or ove» 
much wicked,” will never be raised. This he calls tl 
second death. And it must be obvious to every u. 
biased mind, that those who reject Jesus, Messiah, b) 
refusing to believe “ the things concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of his Anointed,” are guilty of 
a sin of the first magnitude. Therefore, they are “ ex
cessively wicked.” Consequently, no chance for them 
to be raised to life, according to Bro. TVs own testi
mony.

Again, Bro. T. says that, “those whom death and 
hell are to deliver up are the wicked—the real sub
jects of death and the grave.”

In these contradictory statements, Bro. T. reminds 

me of a gentleman who had a case in court, (and he 
was the only witness,) and he testified positively in three 
different ways. The lawyer for the defendant, reminded 
the witness of the different statements he had made, 
then asked him to take his choice! So we kindly ask 
Bro. T. to make his choice of these statements. . If 
that choice be the latter, then the legitimate conclusion 
is, the non-living of all the righteous, and the re-living
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of all the wicked 11 What a position for a teacher to 

occupy I! But let us hear Bro. T. again.
<( Thus it .appears, that the first or natural death, is 

the result of the first Adam’s disobedience.” It does 
not so appear to Paul and the Omnipotent Deity, for in 
Rom. 5: 12, and Gen. 3: 16, they have said: “Where
fore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.” “ Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded thee * * not to eat of * * in
the sweat of thy face slialt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground: for out of it wast thou taken: 
for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
Here we have testimony as immutable as the throne 
of the Eternal, that men die because they have sinned I / 
“ Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring 
forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee.” Instead of the human 
family having lost natural or “mortal life, in the first 
Adam,” as Bro. T. bodly asserts, an increase of that 
life was the consequence of our first parent’s sin ! “I 
will greatly multiply * * thy conception; in sorrow 

thou shalt bring forth children.” It is said of Enoch, 
that “ lie was not* for God took him; ” because “ he 
walked with God.”—Gen. 5: 21-24. Heb. 11: 5. 
And with this testimony Bro. T. most fully concurs in 
his second article, when wishing to prove another point, 
on page 376. He says: “ Enoch, in consequence of the 
perfection of his God-like character, has been rewarded 
with divine nature before death.”

We will now hear what Bro. T. has to offer further, 
in support of his “important truth.”

“ Hence, God, having given His son to die for the 
world, and vouchsafed to the world a free justification 
or clearance from the consequence of it [death] to life.” 
If this be true, then the entire race of the first Adam 
will be saved unconditionally 1 But let us try these 

bold statements by God’s detector—the Bible.
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John 10: 15—11 As the Father knowcth me, even so 
know I the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.” Not for the goats,—the world,—as Bro. T. 
asserts!

Rom. 3: 24-26—“Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 

of sins that arc past, through the forbearance of God. 
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness; that lie 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus."

Titus 3 : 7—“That being justified by his grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.”
Jesus, which is to be justified by grace, (grace is the 
antidote of sin,) and made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life, which is the only life promised to man 
through Christ: Reader which will you believe?

Again, Bro. T. quotes Eccl. 12 : 14, and Ezra 7: 26, 
as proof of his theory. But the reader will learn, by 

reading the passages, that they have no more to do in 
proving that the wicked will have a resurrectiou to life, 
than the braying of Balaam’s ass proves that man has an 
immortal soul] However, Eccl. 12: 14, has been fully 
explained in our investigation of Matt. 12: 36, 37.

In his third article, Bro. T. takes the position that it 
was necessary to redeem the wicked “unconditionally 
from the consequences of Adam’s sin, to life,’* that they 
may have “a chance of eternal life,”—“a trial I ” But in 
his second article he asserts that 11 the wicked have their 
trial in this life,” or age. He says: “The trial is now 
going on. This is the day of probation or trial. It is 
a 4 trial of faith/ 1 He that believeth and is baptised 
shall be saved, and he that believeth not, shall be con* 
demned.’ Hence according to the law—1 the Word,1 
—‘he that believeth not is condemned already,’ by 

his own evil deeds.” (John 3: 18, 19.)
It is obvious, that a theory which leads one to con

tradict himself so 6ften as Bro. T. has, must be false ! 1
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Again, Bro. T. says: “For the wages of sin (ihe 

penalty) is death; not merely to remain dead; not 
merely saying to the dead man, thou slialt remain dead, 
as some would fain have it, but it is “death” “dying, 
thou shalt surely DIE.”

It does appear to me that Bro. T. must be hard push
ed, to adduce testimony that proves his “important 
truth ” to be a snag of the heathen dogma of endless 

torment!! The text is not to be found in the Bible, 
which says that a resurrection to life is any part of the 
threatened penalty for sin! I Bro. T. could not find the 

text to prove his theory, therefore, like the plaintiff who 
has a suit in court, and for the want of valid testimony, 
he introduces a witness whose testimony convicts himself, 
before an impartial jury. This Bro. T. has done. Mark 
the language.—11 The wages of sin is death.”—Thanatos. 
This word is used 118 times in the N. T. and is invari
able rendered death. It is defined by Dr. Robinson in 
his- Greek Lexicon: “The extinction of life, naturally 
or by violence.” This agrees with God’s threatened 
penalty, which Bro. T. quotes to prove a resurrection of 
the wicked to life—“Dying thou shalt die,”—which 
God defines thus, 41 Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 

thou return.” For the benefit of the reader I will place 

them in juxtaposition.
The wages of sin is life from the dead, to die the 

second time, or second death. It is appointed unto man 

to die twice.
Dying thou shalt live again, to die the second time or 

second death. L. C. Thomas.
“The wages of sin is death.”—Tliunatos. 44It is ap

pointed unto man once to die.”—Paul.
44 Dying thou shalt die.” God's explanation of this 

passage is: 41 Dust thou art, aud unto dust shalt thou 
return.”—J ehovah.

What a position for a mortal man to occupy!!
But we will hear Bro. T. again: “The penalty is, 

shall-not see life—that is, everlasting life.—John 3 : 36.”
Bro. T., who gave you the authority to say to the 

reader, that zoee means everlasting life? Have you yet
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to learn that zoee is never expressive of eternal life, and 
is never thus rendered in the Bible ? The late learned 
Editor of the Advent Herald—S. Bliss, Feb. 24, 1863, 
says:

“ The word zoee is never expressive of eternal life, 
and is in no place in the Bible thus rendered.”

Therefore Bro. T’s. “important truth,” is a gross 
error I

But we will hear Bro. T. again: “Therefore, while it 
is true that the Word declares that the wicked shall not 

have everlasting or eternal life, it nowhere declares that 
they shall not have future life, or mortal life. But on 
the contrary, it declares that the free gift came upon 
all men, unto justification of life.” This is good 
universalism, Bro. T., and a bold assertion for an 

uninspired man to make. But we will give one equally 
ns bold, which was uttered by an inspired Apostle! 

(John 3: 36)—“He that believeth not the Son shall 
not see (zben) life, but the wrath of God abideth oil 
him.” And by turning to Gen. 3:19, we learn tha' 
this wrath is not pain, or revival into life, but the los 
of life. Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt that 
return.” Hence, there is no future existence of any 
kind for the wicked 1 For the text reads, they shall 

not sec zddn—life.”

CHAPTER IX.

Rev. 20: 13—“ And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell—the grave—delivered 

up the dead which were in them." This text is adduced 
by Bro. T., to prove the redemption of all men from a 

state of death to life. But upon an examination of the 
text we shall find that the proof is wanting, from the 
fact that “ the dead "—“ the resurrection of the dead,” 
are terms, or phrases, which none of the sacred writers 
have ever applied to the wicked, when speaking of the
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“resurrection of the dead.” Proof, Isa. 26: 19-21— 

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead 
body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in (lust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out her dead. The earth shall also dis
close her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.” 
Here we learn th.at “the dead,” whom the earth is to 
cast forth and no more cover, are God’s dead men. And 
David and Christ declare that “the meek shall inherit 
the earth.” Hence, earth’s slain are the meek; for the 
earth is to be their final home.

Luke 14: 13, 14—“But when thou makest a feast, 
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; and thou 
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee; for 
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.” Here Jesus confines the resurrection to the just.

John 11: 25—11 Jesus said to her, I am the resur
rection, and the life, he believing into me, even 

though he die, shall live."
In this passage, Jesus has joined the resurrection and 

the life together. And according to the laws of lan
guage, the mnn that gets the resurrection, gets the life, 
and he has positively declared that it is the man that 
believctli in him, that shall be raised to life. Hence the 
dead which the sea, and death, and the grave, are to 

give up, are the righteous and not the wicked. Luke 
20: 35-38 agrees with John. “ But they which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resur
rection from the dead [Greek—out from among the 
dead ones], neither marry, nor are given in marriage; 
neither can they die any more; for they are equal unto 
the angels, and are the children of God, being the chil
dren of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed at the bush, when he called the 
Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, 
but of the living; for all live unto him.”

Here Jesus testifies to the following truths: 
some of the race of the first Adam will not be accounted 
worthy to have a part in the resurrection.
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those who are accounted worthy, will be brought into 
the world to come. 3. That they will never die. 4. 
That they will be equal to the angels—immortal. 5.
God will be their Father, because they arc the children 
of the resurrection. 6. Moses, in teaching the doclrine 
of the resurrection of the dead, leaves the wicked in the 

grave. 7. God is not a Father ofthedead} that is, of 
the wicked who are left in sheol. 8. That Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, lived unto God; therefore they will 
have a resurrection. And all who have their faitit, and 
a holy life, will be raised with them. And Paul testifies, 
(Rom. 14: 9) that “Christ both died and rose, and re
vived, that iie migut be lord botii of the dead ” 
SAINTS “ AND LIVING ” SAINTS.

Acts. 23 : G—“ But when Paul perceived that the one 
part were Sadducccs, and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, Men and. brethern, I am a Pharisee, 
the son of a Pharisee, of the hope and resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question.” Here the Apostle 
took advantage of his audience by blending the “wis
dom” of the “serpent” with the “harmless” spirit of 
the “ dove! ”—“ I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee 
of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called ii 
question.” And it is a historical fact, that the Pharisee 
did not believe that all mankind were to be raised from 

the dead. “ A resurrection was the privilege of the 
Children of Abraham alone, who were all to riso on 
Mount Zion.”—Buck's Theological Dictionai'y.

And the Apostle has taught us in Rom. 4: 11, 12, 
and Gal. 3: 22, 26-29, that none are included, or re
cognized as the children of Abraham, but those who 
have his faith, and live it out by a life of obedience to 

ihc commands of God. And this faith he calls Lhe hope 
of Israel. Acts 28: 20—“For this cause, therefore, 
have I called for you, to see you, and speak with you; 
because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this 

chain.”
And for the propagation of this faith, Paul was 

brought before Agrippa, -who permitted him to answer 
for himself—an answer that awed Agrippa into rever-

G3
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cnce, and constrained him to acknowledge, “ Almost 

thou persuadest me to be.a Christian.”—Acts 26: 
1-28. Please listen to a part of his address: “And 
now I stand and am judged for the hope of the prom
ise made of God unto our fathers: unto which promise 
our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, 
hope to come. *Por which hope’s sake, king Agrippa,
I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be thought 

a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the 

dead?”'
By turning to Gen. 12: 1-3; 13: 14-17; 15: 1-7; 

17: 1-8; 26: 1-3; 28: 1-4; Psa. 89: 3-4, 20-37, we 

learn that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David, are the 
Fathers to whom the promise was made, and this prom
ise is life, land and kingdom. By turning to Gal. 3: 
16, we learn that the promise centres in the Christ, of 
whom Isaac was a type. “Now to Abraham and his 

seed were the promises made. He sailh not, and to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, 
which is Christ.” And in verses 22, 26, 27, we learn 
that the life will be given to them that believe and are 

immersed into the Christ, etc. Verse 29—“And if ye 
be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.” And as this promise is 

limited to the seed, therefore the wicked have no claim 
either to the Life, or the Land, or kingdom.

Heb. 11: 17-19, is in point: “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and lie that had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead; from whence also he received 
him in a figure.” Here wc have immutable testimony 

that Abraham’s faith in the resurrection embraced only 
the seed—the children of promise. Hence 11 The Dead ” 
that the sea, death and hades—the grave, are to give 
up, arc not the wicked, ns Bro. T. has so often asser
ted, without adducing a single text, that says they shall 
be redeemed from the grave, or have a resurrection to 

Zoee—life.
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Again, as Bro. T. has frequently quoted the phrase 
“ second death’1 in proof of his theory, it demands a 
passing notice in the investigation of his “important 
truth"

In one of his articles he takes the position, that the 
wicked are “cut down, through Adam’s fault, in the 

midst of their trial, before they had been fully and ' 
fairly tried; before they had fully and absolutely re
jected the Gospel.” 11 Therefore they must be redeemed 
from the first death, that they may have an opportu
nity of filling up the cup of their iniquity”—“then be 
condemned, or judged to die Ihe second death." This 
certainly is something new under the sun !

But we will hear Bro. T. again:—“The trial of the 
wicked is now going on. This is a day of probation, 
or trial. It is a trial of faith .... And he that be* 
lieveth not is condemned already by his own evil deeds.” 

And this “condemnation is not complete—his measure 
of iniquity is not full until he shall have had a fair and 

full trial; then he dies,” and this death Bro. T. has 

called the “second death.” Here we have Bro. T. 
arrayed against himself I

We will now briefly notice the term “Second 

Death.” Paul informs us, “it is appointed unto men 
once to die,”—not twice; and that he had “not shun
ned to declare the whole counsel, determination, decis
ion, decree, purpose, plan of God.” [Dr. Robinson. 1 

That he had “kept back nothing, that was profitable” 
to the Church. As he has nowhere intimated that 

men are to die twice, we conclude that it is no part of 
the counsel or determination of God! Therefore it 

belongs to the apostacv. The doctrine that men must 
die twice, is not taught in the Old Testament, nor in 
the New Testament; no, not even by implication!!

The phrase, “second death,” is only to be found in 
the book of Revelation; and there it is used only four 
times. I. Tt is so used as to quality; and “is a Rab
binical expression. They meant by it, death inflicted 
by judicial sentence, from which there is no resurrec
tion. They applied it to those whose carcasses fell in

G5
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the wilderness, whom, they affirm, will never be raised 
to life again.” [Thomas Read, in H. of L., Vol. viii, 
No. 18.] And this is in harmony with the position 
taken by Bro. Thomas, in Harbinger, vol. 34, p. 374, 
that a certain class of tiic human family, will not be 
raised to life; and the non-living of this class he calls 

“the second death.” Therefore, the phrase, Second 
Death, docs not teach us that the wicked will have a 
resurrection. 2. Because it is the second time God 

has cleansed the world by removing sinners out of it. 
The first cleansing was in the days of Noah.

And this second death will come upon the mortal 
nations, or people who have lived under the millennial 

reign of Christ and his saints; when upon the loosing of 
the sin-power—the Apocalyptic Satan—many revolt 

or throw off their allegiance to him.
11 When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive 

the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth.”
These nations, called “Gog and Magog," who are 

deceived by the “Satan,” are not resurrected wicked 
men and women; but nations who have been living in 
a mortal state, and increasing—over whom Christ and 
his cabinet have been reigning. But multitudes of 
them revolt in this “hour of temptation,” and, follow
ing this Apocalyptic Satan, “encompass the camp of 
the saints about”—the Eden where the Deity planted 

the garden—the land promised to the Fathers—“and 
the beloved city, [Jerusalem, built up according to the 
testimony of Israel’s holy seers. Proof; Isa. 33: 20; 
54: 11; 65: 18; Zech. 14: 1 ; Jer. 30: 18; Psa. 112: 
11-16; Psa. 48; Isa. 24: 23,] and fire comes down 

•, from God out of heaven, and devours them.” Then 
follows the doom of the Apocalyptic Satan, which is 
an eternal destruction in “the lake of fire.” Then 
comes the destruction of the “last enemy,"—“Death 

l and hades,” in “the lake of fire.—This is the second 
death.” Here Jesus tells us what the second death is. 
Not the destruction of the wicked dead who have been 

I revived into life, for the purpose of being destroyed or

Rev. 20: 7-15—

\
\
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killed a second time. But the destruction of “Death 
and lmdes,” the Satan, and this vast company who 
apostatise upon the loosing of Satan—the sin<power, 
at the end of the thousand years. And when this 

work shall have been accomplished—the subjects of 
the Kingdom made immortal—then the effects of the 
fall will be removed from the universe of God, and 
what John in vision saw, will be literally fulfilled.

Rev. 5:13: “And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 

in the sea, and all that are in them [God’s universe], 
heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 

power, be unto him that sittclh upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”

Then God, the Father of this vast company of re
deemed ones, (and they include all that He purpose' 
to redeem,) descends and takes up his abode with then 
His throne will be in the Sanctuary, because the city 
will be there. His tabernacle or dwelling place will be 
with men. His glory fills the earth. Then Christ, in 
the presence of this innumerable company of redeemed 
ones—makes his returns to the Father, that He may be 
all in alL (See 1 Cor. 15: 24.) And ns Pharaoh was 
greater in the throne than Joseph, so the Father will 
be greater than Christ—and under Him, he and his 
cabinet will continue to reign eternally, over the sub
jects which had been prepared in the Day of the Lord.

And as Joseph was made ruler over the empire of 
Egypt—so Christ will be made ruler over the empire 
of Jehovah. And as Pharaoh governed his empire 
through or by Joseph—so God will govern His vast 
empire through or by Christ and his cabinet. Hence 
Palestine—the land promised to Abraham and his 
seed—the Eden where the garden was planted—and 
among its beautiful groves and vine clad hills, Adam 
and Eve once dwelt* and had their ears saluted with 
those sweet notes which fell from Eden’s feathered 
songsters, borne along on zephyr’s stainless wing, is to 
become the seat of God’s government, and the voice of 
the EJlohim again be heard among its vine-clad hills 1
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CHAPTER X.

Since the appearance of my first number in the Har
binger, August 19th, 1863, a third article from Bro. 
Thomas has made its appearance in the Harbinger, 
September 23, 1863, (four months and ten days subse
quent to his second,^ which contains a combination of 

misrepresentations, (of what I hold to be a vital 
truth—Life only through Christ,) recapitulation of a 

portion of his former articles—with a little of the spice 

of impatience, which I was sorry to see. But my sor
row was turned into joy by the introduction of some 

new matter, for the purpose of sustaining his “impor
tant truth” because it enables me to show the reader, 
by Bro. T.’s own testimony, that it is a great error.

Therefore we will hear him again: “That by the 
death and atonement of Jesus, all men—the race—were 
unconditionally redeemed from the consequences of 

Adam’s sin—death, to life.”
Now if this proposition be correct, then the legiti

mate conclusion is, the salvation of the entire race in 
the Kingdom of God. For sin put man into the grave, 
and to save him is to take him out of it. But upon an 
examination of the atonement as presented by Paul, we 
shall find no proof to sustain his theory. Bro. T. 
greatly errs, as to the nature or meaning of the word 

atonement—reconciliation. Rom. 5: 10, 11—“For 
if being enemies we [the church] were reconciled to 

God through the death of his Son, by how much more, 
having become reconciled, shall we [the church] be 
saved by his life [blood]. And not only so, but we 
[the church] even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we [the church] have now re
ceived the reconciliation.” 2 Cor. 3: 19, 20—“That 
God was by Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting to them their offenses; [not Adam’s sin;] 
and has deposited with us the Word of reconciliation.
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On behalf of Christ, therefore, we are embassadors, as 
if God were inviting through us, we entreat, on behalf 
of Christ, be ye reconciled to God."—Diaglott.

Here the Apostle testifies to the following facts: 1.
That Lhe atonement, upon which Bro. T. has laid so 

much stress, means reconciliation. 2. That man is 
unreconciled to God. 3. That believers—the Church, 
become reconciled to God through the death of his Son. 
4. That those who become reconciled shall be saved by 

the Life Giver. 5. That man can only become 
“reconciled to God,” upon his receiving “the word of 

reconciliation,” which Avord is the ancient “faith,” the 
“Gospel,” the “Good News,” the “covenants,” the 

“promise made of God unto our Fathers”—Jesus the 
Life Giver, and rightful heir to the throne of David. 
6. That it is a conditional blessing. Hence, none but 

those who receive “the word of reconciliation” can be 
saved. Therefore Bro. T.fs proposition is false.

But in his zeal to sustain his theory, which is quai 
ing before the immutable Word of Jehovah, he ha 
introduced 1 Cor. 6: 20—“For ye are bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 

spirit, Avliich are God’s.”
It appears to me that a man must be ready to give 

up the Ghost, to quote this text as proof of the re
demption of the entire race. Most forcibly does he 

remind me of the Geutile family, whose members 
always quote Luke 20:37, as proof that Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, are now in heaven, wearing starry 
crowns, and playing upon golden harps I The people 
addressed in this text Avere the Church, and not the 
Avicked. “For ye [the Church] are bought with a 
price.” Not the world, or the Pharisees, whom the 
Christ calls a generation of vipers and children of the 

Devil.
Gal. 3: 13, 14—“Christ hath redeemed us from the 

curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is 
Avritten, Cursed is every one that hangelh on a tree. 
That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that Ave might receive
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the promise of the Spirit through faith.” This portion 

of Holy Writ is presented by Bro. T. to prove the res
urrection of the wicked to life, or the redemption of all 
men. I must confess that in making this quotation, he 
reminds me of the preacher, who was laboring to prove 
the doctrine of universal salvation, and in his zeal 
quoted the following Scripture: "Remember Lot's wife!”

The Apostle has not named the wicked in this pas
sage, neither has he any allusion to them. Mark .the 
language: “Christ has redeemed us [the Church—the 
seed of Abraham—the children of God] from the curse 
of the law, [in prospect,] having become a curse on our 
behalf.”—JJiaglott. That the promise made to Abra
ham, which was life, and centres in the Christ, (verse 
16,) might como on the Gentiles through faith. Hence, 
conditional, (for Jesus has said, 11 except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no Zblny life in you,) and will bo given only to 
those that believe; for God told Abraham that Isaac 
should be his heir—not Eleizer!

1 Tim. 4: 10—“For therefore we both labor and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of all men, especially of those that 

believe.”
This text is presented by Bro. T. as proof that Jesus 

will raise the wicked to life, or save nil men by bring
ing them to life, in order that a part of them may die 
again. This is a queer salvation!! And one that 
Bro. T., with all his reverence for the God of Abra
ham, would not be inclined to thank him for. The 
Diaglotl renders the passage thus: “Because we hope 
in the living God, who is a preserver of all men, espe
cially believers.” There is not even an intimation in 
this text of a resurrection, or a redemption of anybody, 
if we are to be guided by the Diaglottt which Bro. T. 
calls “the best translation in the world.” But that 
God preserves mankind, by giving them rain and sun
shine, seed-time and harvest, etc., see Matt. 5: 43-48.* 
But if we are guided by King James’ translation, it 
will be impossible to fiud any other salvation than that
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taught in John 3: 16—“For God so loved the world, 
that lie gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeLh in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” God has provided a salvation, and offers it to 
man on conditions. And if he complies with the con* 
ditions, he will get out of sheol and come into posses
sion of life. But if not, he will “remain in the con
gregation of the dead.”—Prov. 21: 16.

But we will hear Bro. T. again, in vindication of his 
theory, which is waning amid the raging storm of heav
en’s artillery! “Had it not been for Christ, and his 
death and atonement, the race would never have a res
urrection to corruptible life; and those who believe 
and obey, thereby getting into Christ, would have 
a 'better resurrection,’ 'out from among the subjects of 

the second dcaLh, unto incorruptibility and eternal life.’ ” 
This is adding to the Word of the Lord. There is 
not a text that teaches that any part of the human 
family, will ever be raised out of sheol} to come into 
possession of a corruptible, perishable life, that they 
may die a second time. Paul, in speaking of the res
urrection of the dead, says: “It is sown in corruption 
it is raised in incorruption” Here we have Bro. T 
arrayed against the inspired Apostle. This certainly is 
a woeful position for an uninspired man to occupy.

Jesus, in speaking of this resurrection, testifies posi
tively, that those who are accounted worthy of attain
ing to it, “can die no more.” Hence Bro. T. is arrayed 
against Jesus, unless lie can prove that he taught the 
final salvation of all men I

But what about the “better resurrection ?” Docs it 
furnish Bro. T. with testimony to sustain his theory ? 
Nay, verily. Heb. 11: 35—“Women received their 
dead raised to life again; and others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better 
resurrection.1' Here the Apostle reminds us of the 
widow of Zaraphath—1 Kings 17: 17-23; 2 Kings 4: 
35; also of the widow’s son—Matt. 9: 25; whom 
Elijah and Jesus raised. But they died. The only 
resurrection taught by Jesus and the Apostles and
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Prophets—out of sheol to zOdn—life—is a resurrection 

to a deathles state. “And as star diffcrelh from star in 

glory, so will those who are accounted worthy to attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead, differ in glory; some 

reign over ten cities; some will be Israel’s vine
dressers,” etc. And this was the resurrection that 

these martyred ones wished to obtain. And in this, 
they sought the most exalted position. Hence, when a 

continuation of this corruptible life was offered them, if 
they would deny “the faith, which was once delivered 

to the saints,” they refused.
Reader, remember that Bro. Thomas has not estab

lished a single proposition in this discussion, though he 
has attempted it. He has endeavored to establish two 

propositions: First, that Jesus has redeemed all men 
unconditionally from death to zocn—life. Second, 
that it.is necessary for them to be redeemed from 

sheol—the grave, and come into possession of zoen— 
like, in order to have a trial—a chance of eternal 
life, then be judged and die the second time, to satisfy 
Divine Justice; and in this, he has made a perfect 
failure.

I will now prove by Bro. T.’s own statements, that 
his propositions are not Lruthful. Please listen to him: 
“And hence that the world, the human family, are now 
on trial, to see, now that they have the chance, whether 
they will believe and obey that they may have their 

own sins remitted, and be saved in the Kingdom of 
God.” .See Harbinger, for Sept. 23, 1863, p. 261.

Again he says, “Trial is now going on. This is a 
day of probation, or trial. It is a trial of faith. lie 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he 
that believeth not shall be condemned. Hence, accord
ing to the law—the Word—he that believeth not is con
demned already by his own evil deeds.” See Harbin
ger for May 13, 1863, p 374, 375. Reader, with 
these statements of Bro. T.’s before you, you cau see 
that his second proposition is not truthful.

Again, Bro. T. takes the position that the “wicked 

Gentile lords, with their armies who will be living and
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having dominion over the Jews when the Lord conies 
to visit and destroy them, and make their memory to 
perish forever. Of course tiiev shall not rise," or have 

a resurrection. As proof of this proposition he refers 

us to Isa. 26: 13, 14. Also chapters 24 and 25. Also 

“The princes, sages, lords, and captains of old Baby
lon, with the people and their army, that held the 
chosen nation in bondage for seventy years, and against 

which God came out in vengeance and judgment, they 
shall lie down together, they shall not rise.” As proof 

he refers us to Isa. 43: 17; Jcr. 51: 39. See Harbin 
gcr} Sept. 23, 18G3, p. 2G2.

Thus the reader can see that Bro. T.’s first proposi
tion, which he calls an “important truth,” and has zeal
ously labored to sustain, is not a truth, according to 
ms own testimony ! I But we leave him for the pres
ent, to decide whether he will give up his Gentile 
notion of punishment, by believing what God has 
said, Job 7: 9—“As the cloud is consumed and van- 
isheth away; so he [the wicked] that gocth down to 
the GRAVE SHALL CJME UP NO MORE.” PrOV. 21: 1G; 
John 3: 36; Gen. 3: 19—“The man that wandcrctli 
out of the way of understanding shall remain in the 
congregation of the dead.” . . . . “ Shall not see zoen— 
life, but the wrath of God nbideth on him.”
“ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” And 
thereby stand upon “the promise made of God unto 
the fathers.”

I will conclude by stating that I have adduced eleven 
unanswerable propositions. I call them impregnable, 
because they never have been met. I ask criticism 
from every quarter. Truth is what we want. And 
the man that has it don’t fear investigation.

1. That men die because they are mortal and have 

sinned, not because Adam has sinned.
2. That redemption or salvation is conditional. The 

resurrection is a provision, or one of the constituent 
parts of salvation, therefore the resurrection is condi
tional.

3. The resurrection of the wicked is not promised 

or threatened in the Old or New Testament.

73

• • • •

4

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



74 “DID JESUS REDEEM ALL MEN?"

Bro. T. quotes many texts. I have examined every 
one of them, as my articles will show. And in none 
of them do we find a resurrection to zcec—life, taught 
for the wicked; no, not even by implication.

4. There is no future life for man without justifica
tion; and justification comes only to those who believe 
“the Gospel,”—“the word of reconciliation”—“the 
promise made of God unto the fathers,” Jesus the Life 
Giver, and rightful heir to the throne—the Kingdom 

of David; and obey from the heart that form of doc
trine, which was delivered by Peter on the day of 
Pentecost.

5. God is the God of all who will have a resurrection. 
He is not the God of the wicked, therefore they will 
have no resurrection.

6. Instead of the race losing mortal life by the sin 

of Adam, there has been an increase of it.
7. Animal, or mortal life, is forfeited by sin, and • 

cannot be restored to man.
8. That it is no part of the mission of Jesus of 

Nazareth to give men mortal life that they may die a 

second lime; but eternal life to those whom the 
“Father has given him.”

9. That “ the wages of sin is Tuanatos—Death”
----“ EXTINCTION OF LIFE.”

10. That the punishment of the wicked—the re
jectors of Abraham’s God and His Son, will consist in 
their being held in-the Death-state, eternally 1 
And this is “the Sf.cond Death,” according to the 
testimony of Bro. T., and it will come upon the Satan, 
and those mortal nations, who revolt upon his being 
Joosed at the end of the millennium, and death and 
hades. This is the second death ; because it is the 
second time God has cleansed the world from sinners.

11. I have given positive testimony (about 100 texts) 
that they shall not rise—shall not see zoen—life ; shall 

never see light. “ Like beasts they live—like beasts 
they die,” “ and shall remain in the congregation of the 
dead.” That they are “ns an hidden untimely birth, as 
infants which never saw light.”
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In the investigation of Bro. T’s premises, my only 
object has been to expose error and present the truth, 
for the purpose of winning men to Christ

Reader: if you are not united to Jesus—The Life 
Giver, we entreat you to do it immediately, by believ
ing the Word of reconciliation and obeying it. Fail 

not to give heed to this advice 1 For if you die out of 

Christ, your doom will be non-existence ! 1 But if you 

die in him, a resurrection to life you will have, when the 
Life Giver comes to redeem his purchased jewels, and 

enter the kingdom, tike a part with Jesus in ruling the 
nations, or share in the glory of his reign, the victor’s 

palm bear, the white robe wear, the conqueror’s song 
sing, walk amid Eden’s beautiful groves, recline your
self among its vine-clad hills, which will be dressed up 

by a hand that is all divine; have your ears saluted 
. with the sweet notes which will fall from Eden’s feather
ed songsters, borne along on zephyr’s stainless wing; 
stand upon the sunny banks of life’s cooling crystal 
stream, and gaze upon its waters as they move majesti
cally along among the verdant hills of the Paradise of 
God; with the saints of all ages stand upon Eden’s 
heights, where the days of your mourning will be ended, 
the last tear shed, the last sigh heaved, the last groan 
uttured ? Songs and everlasting joy are now upon their 
heads; a dazzling halo of glory now dances upon their 
glowing faces, and unfading beauty lingers at their 

steps I Glory be to God I their sun shall no more go 
down ; neither shall their moon withdraw its shining 1 
Their Saving King is with them ; the mighty God is 
among them; a crown of righteousness shall forever 

sparkle upon their brow, and harmonious music flow 
from their gladsome tongues! No jarring earthquake, 
nor sweeping tornado, nor rattling thunder, or forked 
lightening shall be there 1 Wave after wave of glory 
will roll over and inundate this entire earth I And be
neath the sunshine of an endless day, the redeemed will 
dwell and bathe themselves in a sea of bliss, eternally !!
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APPENDIX.

As there are certain passages introduced to provo a 
resurrection of the 'wicked to life, which Bro. T. has 
failed to bring forward in support of his theory, an ex
amination of them on our part will be expected.

1 Thcss. 4: 16, is introduced by H. V. R. as proof 
of the resurrection of the wicked. But if the reader 
will only turn and read the text and context, he will 

find that the Apostle has no allusion to the wicked. 
But simply, the dead in Christ would be raised previous 

to the righteous living being caught away.
Psa. 92: 7, is introduced by a writer in “ Restitution,” 

as proof of the resurrection of the wicked. All that it 
is necessary for us to do to convince the honest and in
telligent reader, that the proof is wanting, is to quote 
the text and let him read it. “When the wicked 
spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity 
do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed forever.” 
Thus it was with the people of the old world, thus it 
was with the people of Sodom and Gomorrha, and thus 
it will be when Jesus comes 1 And as the wicked are 
now flourishing, and crime is springing up as the grass 
beneath the genial rays of an August's sun and its warm 
and refreshing showers; therefore we may expect our 
King and Life Giver soon to come.

Rev. 20: 5—“ But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is 
the first resurrection.”

We are fully satisfied that this text is an interpolation. 
It is marked as doubtful in the Emphatic Diaglott. And 
B. Wilson, the author of this valuable work, in his last 
Editorial in the Gospel Banner, says we have “doubts 

ns to its authenticity. W e knew that it was omitted 
by the Syriac version of the Apocalypse, and now we 
see that the Codex Sinai lie us, the oldest Greek Copy 

known, also omits it.” “ Bp. Middleton and a number
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of others omit it.” And “ It is not found in the best 
Moscow, nor in the best Vatican editions, or versions* 
of the book of Revelation; nor is it in the Syriac, as 

translated by Prof. Murdock; and the Syriac, says Prof. 
M., is the oldest manuscript of the New Testament to 
be found in any language.”—Storrs’ Life from the Dead, 
p. 70. If the text is genuine, it furnishes no proof 
that the wicked will have a resurrection to life; from 

the fact, that “ the rest of the dead,” are of like char
acter of those spoken of in the previous verse. And 
as there will be mortal men. in their present animal 

natures, during the 1,000 years, and good men die in 
that age, then the first or chief resurrection takes place 
at Christ’s appearing and kingdom, and the rest of the 

righteous dead, who have died during the 1,000 years, 
at the end. No allusion is made of a resurrection of 
the wicked, in the text or context.

Luke 13: 24-29, is often adduced in proof that the 
wicked living while our Lord was upon earth, will be 
alive, when the Kingdom of God is inhabited by the 
saints, because some will say, “We have eaten and drank 
in thy presence,” &c. But it is clear to my mind that it 
is a form of speech used by the Messiah to show that a 
profession of attachment to him, without faith in the 
Gospel, and a character in keeping with that faith, will 
never give us an admittance into the Kingdom of God.

Rom. 14: 10—“ * * - * For Wc shall all stand 

before the judgment-seat of Christ.” This text is intro
duced as proof that the wicked will have a resurrection 
to life. But the proof is wanting, from the fact that 
Paul is speaking of his brclhcrn in Christ, and not of 
the world

Luke 12: 5 and Matt. 10: 28—11 * * * Fear 

him which is able to destroy boLli soul and body in 
hell,” gchenna. These texts were addressed by our 
Lord to his “friends,” and not to the wicked. Gehenna 
is used by our Lord as a symbol of utter destruction. 
Therefore, don’t fear him who can deprive you of this 
corruptible life, but fear him who can deprive you of 
fuLure life, or cause you to be placed where you can
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never have a revival into life. Illustrating the complete 

destruction of life by the action of gehtnna's fire.
Again, Matt 11: 23, 24, is quoted as proof that the 

wicked will have a resurrection to life. But the reader 

will find, by turning to the passages and reading them, 
that Jesus is speaking of the destruction of certain cities 

and of11 their day of judgment.” Tyre, Sidon, Sodom 
and Capernaum are among the things that are not! 

Therefore, their day of judgment is in the past. The 
day of judgment on Sodom, was sudden and entire, at 
once. Capernaum’s was protracted aud covered a length 

of time; but says Kitto, in his Biblical Literature, “ The 
denunciation has been so completely accomplished, that 

even the site of Capernaum is quite uncertain.”
Matt. 12: 41, 42—“The Ninevites will stand up in 

judgment against this generation, and cause it to be 
condemned; for they reformed at the warning of Jonah; 
and behold something greater than Jonah is here. The 
Queen of the South will rise up in the judgment against 
this generation, and cause it to be condemned; for she 
came from a distant land to hear the wisdom of Solomon; 
and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” 
—Diagloti.

This Translation, presents the truth taught by Jesus 
in its true light, and should forever silence those, who 
resort to these texts to prove a resurrection of the 
wicked. For we learn that the Ninevites, and the 
Queen of the South, will have a resurrection, because 
they believed and obeyed the truth presented to them. 
And in their embracing this lesser light, and thereby 
forming a character for life, which entitled them to a 
resurrection, will justify Jesus in condemning those Jews, 
who rejected him as the Life Giver and rightful heir to 
the throne, the kingdom of David, to “remain in the 

congregation of the dead! ” Because they rejected the 
greater light. Such as have part in “ the first [or chief ] 
resurrection, on such, the second death will have no 

power,” because they will be incorrubtible, hence, the 
fires of the last day, will have no more effect upon them, 
than it had upon the three worthies “in the burning
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fiery furnace.” Therefore they will “not be hurt of the 

second death.”
Luke 13: 25-29, is thought by some to teach the 

resurrection of the wicked. But upon an examination 
of the text, you will find that it can only refer to those 
wicked Jews, and Gentiles, who are alive when Jesus 

comes. And in this portion of Holy Writ, Jesus uses 

a form of speech, which the Jews understood, to convey 

to their miud the character they must possess in order 
to be saved or have a resurrection. 2. That those who 
were alive when he should come, if they did not possess 

this character, would be thrust out from among Israel, 
also out of the land of Canaan, and be destroyed. That 
is, an uniter destruction of hypocritical Jews aud 

ungodly Gentiles, who are alive when he should come.
Adam the first, is the federal head of a race of cor* 

ruptible and sinful beings, and has received his wages, 
which is death I [Gen. 3; 19]—And all who imitate 
him, by disobeying God, will go back to dust, as he has 
gone, and that will be their end I

Jesus, the second Adam, is at the right hand of 
God, as the federal head of a race of incorruptible and 
sinless beings. And all who imitate him, by believing 

the Gospel and obeying its requirements, will be taken 
out of the “ empire of death,” when he comes, ikcorrup* 
tible. Glorious tidings 1 Amen 1 and Amen ! I

Matt. 16: 27, is supposed to teach the rediving of all 
the wicked dead. But this is a mistake. For Jesus 
had asked them the solemn question, 11 What shall a 
man give in exchange for his life?” Teaching that 
those who had saved their lives here, by refusing to 
follow Christ and suffer for him, should have no future 
life. But those who had lost their life iu his service, 
should live at their Lord's return in glory. “Then He 
will reward every man according to their works.” And 
in Rom. 6: 23, we are told what the reward or wages' 
of sin is. Death "—thanatos, “ the loss of life.” That 
is, to remain in a state of death, eternally. But to 
those who have followed Him, life ; future or eternal 
life is a gift of God, through Jesus, the Anointed, who 
is the resurrection and the life.
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Matt. 25: 31, Is adduced as proof of tho resurrection of 
the wicked. But it is hardly possiblo, that tho man who in
troduces this portion of Holy Writ) as proof of tho revival 
of tho wicked dead) can bo in his right mind. Because 
Jesus is not talking about the resurrection—but of the 
gathering of the nntions, who are living upon tho earth, 
subsequent to his being seated upon tho throne of David, in 
hit. Zion.

1 Tim. 4: 1—11 Tho Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
tho quick” [the living] “and tho dead at his appearing 
and kingdom,” and passages of like form of expression are 
urged ns proof of tho re-living of tho wicked dead. But they 
prove positively, tho non-living. Because they are judged 
whilst they aro dead 1 And this judgment, is tho decisive 
or executive ono. That is, Jesus will decide when he comes, 
who among tho dead aro worthy of a resurrection to life. 
And all such, “will hear his voice and live.” But tho 
wicked—the rejectors of the Christ—will bo condemned to 
remain in the congregation of tho dead, eternally.

Ezck. 18: 4, 20, 24, 32, is adduced as proof of the resur
rection of the wicked. But such teachers remind mo of the 
preacher, who was invited to prove, that man possessed 
immortal soul. After tho usual preliminary, ho read for his 
text: 11 Tho soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Then, with 
all the gravity of a heathen sage, he exclaimed: “ Brethren, 
you and I know that tho soul is immortal I Therefore, it 
cannot die.” A universal response wus given by tho fol
lowers of Plato, to this bold assertion, “ Amen I ” Thus tho 
saoe, and his followers, gained the victory, or proved tho 
serpent’s lie, to bo tho trutii 1

We are referred to Hark 3: 9, as proof of tho resurrec
tion of the wicked. “In danger of otcrnal damnation.\ 
What does tho word “damnation” mean? It must be ob
vious to all who do their own thinking and rending, that it 
docs not mean resurrection, but condemnation. To what 
will these persons referred to, bo condemned? 1 answer, 
eternal deaths or to remain eternally dead I

Mark 12. 40; Luke 20: 47, is often presented ns proof of 
the resurrection of the wicked. But these texts stand out 
against tueir pet theory. Por this “greater damnation ” 
-—condemnation—came upon thoso whom Jesus addressed, 
in tho overthrow of their nation, city, temple and its wor
ship, etc. Proof: Matt 23: 35, 30—“ That upon you may 
come all tho righteous blood shed upon tho earth, from tho 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zachnrias, son of 
Burnchias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 
Verily, I say unto you, all these things shall come upon
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this generation.” [All things written against that gener
ation.]

Luke 21: 22-24—“ For theso be the days of vengeance, 
that all things which are written may bo fulfilled. But woo 
unto them that nro with child, and to them that give suck 
in those days I for thcro shall be great distress in the land, 
and wrath upon this people. And thoy shall fall by tho 
edgo of tho sword, ana snail be led away captive into all 
nations; and Jerusalem shall bo trodden down of tho Gen
tiles, until the times of tho Gentiles bo fulfilled.”

In conformation of the doom of tho wicked, ns presented 
by the negative in this discussion, I will present a few pas
sages that positively nssert, that tho wicked will bo totally 
“ blotted out of existence; ” “ hewn down; ” “ come to 
their end ; ” 11 not be; ” 11 ground to powder; ” 11 torn in 

put away as dross and reduced to nothing.”
Matt. 19: 16, 17— ***** But if thou wilt enter into 

life, [that is, obtain a resurrection to life,] keep the com
mandments.” Isa. 65: 30—“Hear and your soul shall live.” 
Dcut. 30: 19—“ I call heaven and earth to record this day 
against you, that I have set beforo you life and death, bless
ing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both thou and 
thy seed may live.”

John 8: 51—“If a man keep my sayings ho shnll never 
see thayiaton—death.” That is, ho will never die that death 
from which thcro is mo revival into life. Job 4: 7— 
“ Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being inno
cent? or whero wero tho righteous cut olf?” from tho hopo 
of a resurrection to life. Psa. 37: 20—“ But the wicked 
shnll perish, and tho enemies of tho Lord shall be as tho fat 
of lambs; they shnll consumo; into smoko shall they con
sume away.” (The same class of human beings that is hero 
described, are spoken of in Rev. 14: 9-11.) Ps. 73: 27— 
“ For, lo, they that arc far from thco shnll perish ; thou hast 
destroyed all them that go a whoring from thco.” 2 Peter 
2: 12—“ But theso as natural bruto beasts, made to bo 
taken and destroyed, speak evil of tho things that they 
dorstand not; and shnll utterly perish in thoir own corrup
tion.” They shall bo cut off from lifo.

Ps. 87 : 9, 22, 27, 34, 38; 94: 23—* *
shall bring upon them thoir own iniquity, and shall cut 
them off in their own wickedness; yea, tho Lord our God 
shnll cut them off.”

Zcph. 1: 2—111 will consumo nil ” tho wicked, “ from off 
the land, saith the Lord.” Isa. 29: 20—“For tho terriblo 
ono is brought to nought, and tho scorner is consumed, and 
all that watch for iniquity nro cut off.” Ps. 104: 35—“ Let 
tho sinners bo consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked

pieces; n ii

un-

* “And Ho
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bo no moro. Bless thou the Lord, 0 my soul. Praise yo 
tho Lord." Sco Isa. 1: 28; GC: 1G, 17. Ps. 69: 18— 
41 Consumo. them in wrath; consumo them that they may 
not be.” Ps. 21: 9—44 Thou Bhalt make them as a fiery 
oven in tho time of thine anger; tho Lord shall swallow 
them up in his wrath, and tholftreshall devour them.” Job 
81: 8—14Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange 
punishment to the workers of iniquity ? ” Ps. 6: G—44 Thou 
shalt destroy them that speak leasing.” Ps. 145: 20—44 Tho 
Lord preserveth all thorn thnt love him; but all tho wicked 
will ho destroy.” Ps. 66: 22—44 But thou, O God, shalt 
bring them down into tho pit of destruction.” Prov. 18: 
13—11 Whoso despiseth the word shall bo destroyed; but ho 
that fenreth tho commandment shall bo rewarded ” with 
life. Prov. 13: 20; 29: 1—44 Ho that walkoth with wiso 
men shall bo wise; but a companion of fools shall be de
stroyed. He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.11 
Ps. 50 : 22—Now consider this, ye that forgot God, lest I 
tear you in pieces, and there bo non© to deliver.” Prov. 1: 
27—44 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your de
struction cometh as a whirlwind.” Tho whirlwind pnsseth 
by, and there is no moro of it. Thus it will bo with tho 
wicked. They die, and thnt is thoir end. Ps. 62: 6— 
11 God shall likowiso destroy theo forever; ho shall take thee 
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root 
thee out of the land of tho living.”

Tho wicked who nro alivo whon Jesus comes, will bo 
burned up, root and branch.

Ps. 97: 2, 8—41 Clouds and darkness are round about 
him; righteousness and judgmont are tho habitation of his 
throne. A fire gooth beforo him and burncth up his ene
mies round about.”

Isa. 83: 14—44Tho sinners in Zion aro afraid; fcnrfulnces 
hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell 
with tho devouring fire? who among us snail dwell with 
everlasting burnings?11 Hero we have one of the most 
solemn questions that was ever put to mortal man. And 
in the subsequent verses, tho prophet informs us, who will 
survive 14 tho devouring fire—the overinsting burnings.” 
Mai. 4: 1—44 For, behold, tho day cometh, that shall burn 
as an oven; and all tho proud, yea, and all that do wick
edly, shall be stubble; and tho day thnt cometh shall burn 
them up, saith tho Lord of hosts,"that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.”

Ps. 140: 10—44 Lot burning coals fall upon them; let 
them be cast into tho fire; into deep pits that they rise not
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up again.” But the apostacy says they shall. Reader, 
which will you believe?

Ps. GO: 28; 0: 5—11 Let them be blotted out of the book 
of tho living, and not be written with the righteous. Thou 
hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed tho wicked, 
thou bast put out their name forever and ever.”

Prev. 10: 26; 24: 20—1** As the whirlwind passeth, so is tho 
wicked no more; but tho righteous is an everlasting founda
tion ; the candle of tho wicked shall bo put out.” That is, 
their life shall become extinct. Hence, thero is no more of 
them. Fs. 7:0; 87: 10—11 Oh, let tho wickedness of tho 
wicked come to an end; for yet a little while and the wicked 
shall not be; yea, thou sbalt diligently consider his place, 
and it shall not be."

Prov. 12: 7—“ The wicked aro overthrown and are not.” 
1 Sam. 2: 9—“Ho will keep tho feet of his saints, And tho 
wicked shall bo silent in durkness; for by strength shall no 
man prevail.” And Job informs us that sueol—tho grave 
—is tho place of darkness.

Job 4: 20—11 They are destroyed from morning to cven- 
; they perish forever without any regarding it.” Job 
12—“The dwelling place of the wicked shall come to

ing,
8: 22—“The dwelling place of the wicked shall come to 
nought.” (Marg., “shall not bo.”) Matt. 21: 44—“On 
whomsoever it [tho stono in its kingdom form, Han. 2: 84 
86] shall fall it will grind him to powder.” [“ Crush hir 
to pieces.”—Geo. Campbell, D. D.] Ps. 119: 119—“ Tho 
puttest away all the wicked of the earth liko dross.” Ir 
the refining process, the dross passes away and is no more, 
but the gold is preserved. Thus, it will bo with the wicked. 
They return to dust and there is no more of them. But 
the righteous aro taken out of the grave incorruptible.

Ezck. 28: 18—“ Therefore will I bring forth a fire from 
tho midst of theo, it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that 
behold thee. All they that know thee among the pcoplo 
shall be astonished at thee; thou shalt bo a terror, and never 
shalt thou be any more." Isa. 51: 3—“ For the moth shall* 
eat them up like a garment, and tho worm shall eat them 
liko wool.”

Ezck. 21: 81, 82—“ I will blow against theo in the firo of 
my wrath, and deliver theo into the hand of brutish men, 
and skillful to destroy. Thou shalt be for fuel to tho fire; 
thy blood shall be in tbe midst of the land; thou shall be no 
more remembered; for I tho Lord have spoken it.”

Isa. 10: 17, 18—“And tho light of Israel shall be for a 
fire, and his Holy One for a flame; and it shall burn and 
devour his thorns and his briars in one day; and shall con- 

the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, bothsumo
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soul nnd body.” Each of these texts dcclnro that tho soul 
is burned. Therefore, not immortal.

Ps. 9: 5—“Thou hast rebuked tho heathen, Tnou iiast
DESTROYED TIIE WICKED, THOU HAST l'UT OUT THEIR 
NAME FOREVER AND EVER.”

Isa. 41: 12—“ Thou shall seek them and shalt not find 
them, oven them that contcndod with thco; thoy that war 
against thco shall bo as nothing, nnd ns a thing of nought.”

Isa. 10: 25—“ For yet a very little whilo, ana tho indigna
tion shall cense, nnd mine nngor in their destruction.” Thus 
the controversy which began between God nnd the wicked, 
back in Eden, will end, tho indignation of God will cense. 
The wicked will bo utterly oxtorminatod from the universe 
of God. Jcr. 10: 24—110 Lord, correct me, but with 
judgment; not in thine nngcr,lest thou bring me.to noth
ing." Sam. 3: GG—11 Persecute nnd destroy them in anger 
from under the heavens of the Lord.”

In conclusion, we will call the render’s attention to Matt. 
25: 4G, tho Fort Sumter of tho doctrine of eternal woe I 
“These shnll go away into ovorlnsting punishment.” By 
the believers in this slanderous doclrinct (eternal woo I) it is 
asserted, that the wicked must exist otcrnally, in order that 
the punishment be eternal, “for if they are utterly de
stroyed, it would bo no punishment I ” No punishment to 
bo oternnlly cut off from life, nnd remain eternally 
dead f 0 I what a vindictivo spirit has found a place in 
the heart of man 11

The Greek word, rendored punishment in this text, is 
Xofasin, nnd is defined by lexicographers, “cut off, loss, 
prune, curtail, check, correct, chastise, punish;” but none of 
proper authority render it torment. To illustrate—you 
step into your orchard, nnd cut off a limb from a tree, nnd 
cast it upon tho ground, it will go to dust. So will the 
wicked bo cut off from life, (Jesus our Life Giver,) nnd be 
reduced to dust 11 Dust thou art and unto dust shall thou 
return 1
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JESUS OE NAZARETH:
ms OFFICES AND CHARACTER,

AS REVEALED TO US IN THE BIBLE.

By R. V. LYON, Suspension Bridge, N. Y.

LECTURE I.

11 To whom God would make known wliat is the riches of 
the glory of this mystery among tho gentiles; which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory: whoifi we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we 
may presont overy man perfect in Christ Jesus.11—Col. 1: 
27, 28.

Respected Friends: Various and vague have been 
the opinions of men, relative to Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was born of Mary, and made both Lord and Christ. 
But I have bccomo fully satisfied, from a thorough ex
amination of organic and revealed law, that he is not 
the Internal Father! From the fact that the Bible 
speaks of him as “ the seed of the woman,” “ the seed 
of Abraham,” 11 the seed of David,” “ the offspring of 

David.” It also names the place of his birth, the time 
when he was born, and how lie was cradled “in it man
ger 1” That he was made like unto his brethren—made 
a little lower than the angels (Adam and Eve) for the 
suffering of death! (Adam and Eve were never made 
for the suffering of death.) It states positively, that he 
was “the second Adam,” “the son of man,” “tho son 
of David,” “the son of God.” And subsequent to his 
being immersed by John in Jordan, and on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, God acknowledged him as his Son.
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And this saving truth, He reveals to Peter, (Matt. 16: 
16, 17.) “Thou art the Christ the Son of the living 

God.” And he is 11 declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resur- 
rection from the dead.” And this resurrection, was the 
begetting spoken of in Psalms 2: 7—“Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee.” And this beget- 
ting, Paul applies to his resurrection, Acts 13: 33. 
Therefore, he is not the very Eternal God 1

Again, the Bible teaches us that Jesus in all his 
prayers addressed God as his Father. John 17:— 
** These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, 1 Father, the hour is come, glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. * * * I 
have manifested thy name unto the men which thou 
gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me.1 ***** And “ I have given unto 

them the words which thou gavest me, and they have 
received them. * * * * And they have believed that 
thou didst send me.1* * * * And “as thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so [in like manner] have 
I also sent them into the world. * * * And “I 
pray that they all may be one, even as we are one I”— 
(One in purpose, doctrine and feeling.) 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 
estly did he pray at the grave of Lazarus, in the garden, 
and upon the cross.” 11 Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” “O my Father if it be pos
sible, let this cup pass, nevertheless not my will, but 
thine be done.” “ Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me.”

And in all his private and public labors with the 
Jews, he sought to convince them, that he was the 
promised “Messiah,” “The Son of Man,” “The Son of 
God,” God’s Life-Giver, and rightful heir to the throne of 
David.' That he “could do nothing of himself;” that 
“I am come not to do my own will, but the will of 
Him that sent me;” that the power he possessed, had 
been given unto him by the Father: “As thou [God] 
hast given him [Jesus] power over all flesh, that he

“That the
And earn*
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Jesus] should give eternal life to as many as thou 
God] hast given him,” (Jesus.) “I have power to 
ay down my life, and I have power to take it again. 

This commandment [power] I received of my Father.” 
Therefore he could not exist coctemal with tiie Father, 
from the fact that none of these statements can be har
monized with the doctrine. Hence, there must have 
been a time when he did not exist as a conscious being.

Neither is he the second person in the Trinity. For 
the Bible does not teach a Trinity of Eternal Gods, any 
more than it does a trinity of baptisms, a trinity of 
faiths. It is “one body,” “one Spirit,” “one hope,” 
“one Lord,” “one faith,” “one baptism,” “one God 
and Father of all, who is above all.” And throughout 
the entire Bible, He is represented as a unit. And as 
a unit—a distinctive being, He has always existed, and 
will exist “for the ages of the ages;” according to His 
own instituted law, by which He governs and controls 
the universe..

Neither did he pre-exist previous to his conception 
and birth, as a conscious being; for this would trample 
under foot organic law, and contradict the teachings of 
the whole Bible.
the Logos*—the word—thepromis 
woman”—“the seed of Abraham.”
15; 22: 17, 18.) 
promise—“ was with God, and the Logos”—the word— 
the promise—“ was God;” because it is His language 
or thoughts expressed—the development of the plan of 
redemption—the person named who is to bruise effectu
ally the head of the serpent, and thereby remove the 
effects of the fall from the universe of God! Hence it 
is spirit, life, light and knowledge; and all who receive 
it will have “authority to become the children of God.” 
“ And the Logos was made flesh and dwelt among us.” 
And Luke informs us how it was done:

It is true, that in the beginning was
“ The seed of the 
(Gen. 1:3; 3: 

“ And the Logos”—the word—the

“ And the

(< "The word or outward form bj which the inwnrd thought is expressed 
and mado known : also the inward thought or reason itself: a saying; 
speaking ; that which is said or spoken, i. e., language; talk.’— Liddlc <£ 
Scott.
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angel said unto Mary, the Holy Spirit shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 

thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall bo 
born of thee, shall be called the Son of God. [Not 
something that existed prior to his conception and birth, 
as a conscious entity, but that holy thing!] And the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David,” “And when Jesus began to be about thirty 
years of age"—and “when the fullness of time was 
come, God sent forth H»s son to Israel: [subsequent 
to his immersion by John, and his temptation in the 
wilderness,] made of a woman, [Mary,] made under the 
law"—and as it is impossible, according to organic law, 
for a son to be older than his mother, therefore Mary, 
lis mother, must have had a conscious existence before 

icr Son.
Nevertheless it is recorded in the Bible, that he is 

“the beginning of the creation of God.”—Rev. 3: 14. 
Col. 1: 14-19—“By whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. He is a likeness of the invisible 
God, first born of all creation; because in him were 
created all things, those in the heavens, and those ou 
the earth—the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, 
or lordships, or governments, or anthorties; all 'things 
have been created through him and for himliterally 
for that place—the world to come. (See Dr. Robinson's 
Greek Lexicon.) “And he precedes all things, and in 
him all things havo been permanently placed. He is 
also the head of the body of the congregation; 
[church] who is the beginning, the first born from the 
dead, tliat he might become preeminent among all. 
Because that in him it was thought good that the whole 
fullness should dwell."—Diaglott. That is, the whole 
fullness of tiic world to come.

In this interesting portion of Holy Writ, the Apostle 
testifies to the following facts:

1. That Jesus the Christ, is the first-born from the 
dead, of every creature that will have life or existence 
in the world to come! “The first fruits of them that 
sleep in him."
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2. That lie will be the creator of the world to come.
3. That he is in advance, or the Head of the world 

to come; therefore, all things that exist or have life in 
the world to come, will havo it through or by him, in
asmuch as he will be the “ Wonderful Counsellor, The 
Master of the everlasting age, [world to come,] The 
Almighty Hero. The Prince of Peace.”*

4. That the Church is the body, and Jesus Christ is 
its head.

5. That he is the first-born from the dead.
6. That ho will have the preeminence in everything 

that pertains to a future state, or the world to come.
7. That in him there is redemption, or the whole 

fullness of the world to come.
Consequently, he f.xisted First in the purpose // 

of God, at the time He devised the plan of re-V
DEMOTION.

Proof. John 17: 5—“And now 0 Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with thee before the “kosmon”—world, “ctnai"— 
to be.”—Griesbach, Liddell <0 Scott. Thus we learn, 
that the world spoken of in this portion of Holy Writ, 
is 11 the world to be.”

And Jesus of Nazareth, in his death, has laid the 

foundation for this “world to be.” And “he is that 
holy thing ” which was bom of Mary, who had glory 
with the Father “ before the world to be.” For he is 
the seed of the woman, and was elected by God, before 
the foundation was laid for this world, as the person,
“to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

And on the mount of transfiguration, we have a vision 
of the kingdom of God, (or the world to be.) And 
Jesus was seen in the vision by his disciples, Avith his 
glorified body. (Here he had glory with the Father 

before the world to be.)
And ultimately he will come and set up his kingdom, 

bruise the serpknt's head, and remove the effects of 
the fall from the universe of God I And thereby usher

* frmulite Indued. Vol. 12, No. 2, Page 27.
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in the day when the glory of God, in fulfillment of His 
oath, shall in mighty waves roll over and inundate this 
entire earth. And when this work shall have been 
fully accomplished, his prayer will be fully answered.

Again in Eph. 1: 3-12, we have positive testimony 
that Je9us, and God’s chosen and elect family, existed 
in His immutable purpose, when the plan of redemp
tion was devised, prior to the foundation being laid, for 
11 the world to be!”

I Please listen to it? “ Blessed be the God and Father 
/of our Lord Jesus Christy who hath blessed us with all 
[ spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: accord
ing as he hath chosen us [the believer] in him before 
the foundation of the *kosmon ’—world; [that is, the 
world to be or come;] that we should be holy, and with
out blame before him in love; having predestinated us, 
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will. To the praise - 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us , 
accepted in the beloved: in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence; having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: that 
in the dispensation of the fullness of time, [the filling up 
or completion of time,] he might gather together in one 
all things * under Christ,’ both, which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him: in whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will; that we should be to 
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”

3: 4-11—“Whereby, when ye read, ye may under
stand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto the holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise,” 
which is future life “ in Christ by the gospel, whereof I
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was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto me by the effectual working of his 
power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; even to 
enlighten all as to what is the adminitratjon of that 
secret, which has been concealed from the ages,” 
that are past, 11 by that God who created all things; 
[Diaglott]—to the intent that now unto the principali
ties and powers in heavenly places might be known, 
by the church, the manifold wisdom of God. Accord 
ing to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.11

1 Peter 1: 18-20—“Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers: but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: who 
verily, was foreordained before the foundation of the 
*kosmon’—world to be; ‘but was manifest in these last 
times for you.

Rev. 13: 8—“And all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, the beast whose names are not written in 
the book of life of the lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world.”—(The world to be.)

And in the death and resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth; the foundation for this world was laid, and 
the assurance given; that all who are chosen in Christ, 
will be brought into it And it was this world that 
Jesus Bpoke of in his prayer, John 17: 5, as we have 

already proved to you.

11)

II. He existed in the word of promise.
1. As the seed of the woman—the seed of Abraham. 

Gen. 3: 15—“And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed'; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
fea?-7^14r—*-* Therefore the Lord' himself shall give you-a" 

•-sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a- son, andr 
tshall call his name Immanuel." Gen.4l 2: 7—“ And the
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Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed I 
will give this land: and there builded he an altar unto 
the Lord, who appeared unto him.” Gen. 22: 18—
“ And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice." And in 
Gal. 3:16, we learn that Jesus of Nazareth is the seed. 
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 

made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as 
of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Therefore 
Abraham, and Mary his mother, must have existed as 
conscious beings, prior to himself; inasmuch as he is the 
seed of Abraham, the seed of the woman, the Son of 

Mary.
It is /rue, that Jesus said to the Jews; f< Before Abra

ham was, I am.” That is, before he was born, or named,
I was chosen—elected and named in the plan of redemp
tion; as the seed of the woman, who is to bruise the 
head of the serpent. And “your father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day” of power and glory; in vision “ he saw it, 
and was glad.” Because the children of promise were 
saved, the wicked destroyed, the effects of the fall 
removed from the universe of God 1 His glory fills the 
earth I The sky is clear, and the soil is free, the vic
tor’s song floats over the plains of Eden, and the anthems 
of seraphs blend with its strains; the sun rolls down its 
brilliant flood, and shines on a world that is fair and 
good I

Brethren! remember that this day of glory, was in 
the purpose of God, when he devised the plan of redemp
tion 1 And as Jesus was elected and named as the per
son, who is to accomplish this work; therefore he had' 
glory in the council-chamber of the eternal Father, ages 
before lie existed as a conscious being.

2. He existed in the word of promise, as a Prophet 
and Teacher. Deut. 18:15—“The Lord thy God will 
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken/’ 
And Peter applies this prophecy to Jesus of Nazareth, 
(Acts 3: 22.) who was born of the virgin Mary, died 
upon the cross; but God raised him from the dead, and
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exalted him at His right hand, and made him both Lord 
and Christ. And at the lime appointed lie will return. 
Isa. 61: 1-3—“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tid
ings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken hearted, to proclaim'liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn ; 
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified.”

3. lie existed in the word of promise, as the Son 
of God. Ps. 2: 7—“I will declare the decree: the 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee." And Paul, by the Spirit of God, 
applies this begetting to the resurrection of Christ. Acts 
13: 30-34. Isa. 9: 6—“For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given, and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Won
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” All who claim to predi
cate their faith upon the Bible, admit that the child 
spoken of in this portion of prophecy, was Jesus of 
Nazareth who was born of Alary. Hence the govern
ment and titles spoken of were to be given to him, and 
not to a being who had conscious existence prior to I fis 
birth. Therefore the text furnishes no proof of His 
existence prior to His conception and birth, only in the 

purpose and promise of God I
4. He existed in the word of promise, as a Priest. 

Ps. 110: 4—“ The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, 
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Milchizedek.” 
Zech. 6: 12, 13—“And speak unto him saying, Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man 
whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up 
out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord: lOvcn he shall build the temple of the Lord;

1*
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nnd ho shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon 

his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: 
nnd the counsel of pence shall be between them both.” 
Jesus is now officiating as a priest after the order of 
Aaron.—Heb. 8th and 9th chaps. But when he shall 
be seated upon his throne on Mount Zion I he will reign 
as king, and be a priest upon his throne, after the order 
of Mclchizedck.

5. He existed in the word of promise, as a King. 

Ps. 2: 6—11Yot have I set my king upon my holy hill 
of Zion.” Isa. 32: 1—“Behold, a king shall reign in 
righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment." Zecli. 
9: 9—“Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy king cometli unto 
thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding 

upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 14: 9 
—“ And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in 
that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one."

These promises must have a Literal fulfillment.
1. As the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, 

He must be the literal offspring of Abraham—of Mary— 
a Jew in the full sense of the term; in order to fulfill 
the word of promise. “ The seed of the woman." And 
this woman must be a Jewish lady. For “In Abra
ham’s seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." 
“Concerning Qis Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and 
declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the
DKAD."

2. All the facts in the case require that the “Logos” 
the word of promise, should be made flesh. And Luke 
informs us how the “Logos," the word of promise, was 
made flesh.

Luke 1: 26-38—“And in the sixth month the angel 
j Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the fiouse of David; and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And the angel came in nnto her, and

III.
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said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with ( 
thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she 
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said nnto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt con
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 

give unto him the throne of his father David: And he 
shall reigu over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto 
the angel, how shall this be, seeing I know not a man ? 

And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the High
est shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God. And Mary said, behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her.”

As the seed of Abraham, he ate as we eat; slept as 
we sleep; sorrowed over the death of friends as we sor
row, when our friends die. And in view of the doom 
that was shortly to come upon the Jewish nation and 
their city, the briny tear was seen to start from his eye, 
and roll down his furrowed cheek 1 as it often starts from 
our eyes; in view of the storm of divine vengeance, 
which is soon to burst upon the apostacy! View him 
weeping at the grave of Lazarus I Behold him 1 as he 
came near to Jerusalem ((and wept over it, saying, if 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day 
the things which belong unto thy peace I but now they 

are hid from thine eyes.”
As the seed of Abraham he suffered and dif.d. 

Behold him in the garden sweating as it were great 
drops of blood 1 View him as he is standing before 
Pilate’s judgment seat; yonder see him as he is nailed 
to the cross, bleeding, groaning, dying I then remember 
that the sins of his people were the cause of all this 1 
Yes, Jesus died long time ago, on Calvary’s rugged

;
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mountain. And salvation’s rolling fountain, now freely 
Hows! Jesus died, yet lives forever; no more to dio. 
Dying Jesus, loving Saviour, now sits on high.

3. His genealogy proves his literal descent from 
* Abraham, ns presented in Matt. 1: 1-16; Luke 3: 23- 

Matthew traces it down from Abraham, through 

the lineage of David, to Mary, his mother." Luke com
mences with -Mary, his mother, and traces his lineage 
back through the loins of David and Abraham to Adam, 
who was the Son of God.

The testimony of Paul confirms the testimony of the 

Evangelists. Rom. 1:3; Gal. 3:16; Heb. 11: 17-19. 
“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh; now 
to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 
saitli not, and to seeds, ns of many; but as of one, and 
to thy seed, which is Christ. By faith, Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he that had 
received the promises, offered up his only begotten son, 
of whom it was said, that in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure” of Jesus of Nazareth, who was born of 
Mary. And as the type must exist before the antitype: 

therefore, Isaac existed as a conscious being before the 
Christ of the Bible.

As the seed of Abraham, Jesus was mortal, but holy, 
for he was sinless* Yet he died, as the Prophets had 
predicted, on account of the sins of his people. He 
laid down his life for his sheep. He died that they 
might have life.

As Teacher and Prophet, these offices were filled by 
Jesus during his natural life, while he sustained the 
nature of Abraham’s seed; that is, during his mortal 
pilgrimage. For these offices he was anointed with 
the Holy Spirit, subsequent to his being immersed by 
John the Immerser, in Jordan. .

Isa. 61:1; Luke 4: 16-19; Acts 3: 22—“ And he 
came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, 
as his custom was,' he went into the synagogue on the

si
t\38.

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



13JESUS OF NAZARETH.

Sabballi day, and stood up for to read. A nd there was 
delivered unto him the book of the prophet ICsains. 
And when he had opened the book, lie found the place 
where it was written, the Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because lie hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, 
to preach dcliverence to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that arc bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. For Moses 
truly said unto the fathers, a Prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you, of your brethren, like unto 
me; him shall you hear in all things, whatsoever he 
shall say unto you.” Under this character he was the 

anointed Prophet and Teacher: but not Priest nor 
King dc facto, though he was King dejttre..

4. He is the Son of God by a resurrection from the 
dead. John 20: 31; Rom. 1: 4—“But these arc writ
ten, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Sou of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name.” “And declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.” A son partakes of the 
nature of his Father. God is immortal, hence, to ob
tain the nature of God, he had to be born of the Spirit 
or raised from the dead, immortal. And as the Sox 
of God, he now possesses His nature. But as the 
seed of Arraham, he possessed his nature. But he 
possessed the nature of Abraham, prior to his resurrec
tion. And the nature of God, subsequent to it

The Jews understood if Jesus was the Son of God, 
he possessed Ilis nature, and would be delivered of 
Him. John 10: 32-38; Matt. 27: 39-43;. Ps. 22: 8 
—“Jesus answered them, Many good works have I 
shewed you from my Father; for which of these 
works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, say
ing, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blas
phemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God.” “ Jesus answered them, Is it not written 
in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them 
gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scrip-
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ture cannot be broken; say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world, thou blasphcm- 
cst; because I said, 1 am the Son of God? ” “And they 
that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads.” “ He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have 
him: for he said, I am the Son of God.” “ He trusted 
on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in him.” And we have the 
testimony of some five hundred and fifteen witnesses, 
that God did deliver him out of hades—“ the empire of 
death,” by raising him from the dead, incorruptible.

In a word, he was made perfect through suffering, 
and therefore was a perfect example for fallen or sinful 

mortals to imitate. O, what an example for young men 
and women I Whilst under the parental care of his 
mother, and Joseph his reputed father, we find him 
laboring with him at the carpenter’s trade, and yielding 
implicit obedience to all their commands, so far as they 
were in keeping with his duty to God. View him as 
he stands upon the banks of the Jordan, requesting im
mersion at the hands of the Baptist. Follow him as he 
was led into the wilderness to be tempted. Behold him 

as he wandered over Judah’s mountains, crossing his 
plains, to preach the Gospel, heal the sick, feed the 
hungry, cast out devils, open the eyes of the blind, 
seeking to do the will of God in all things, and not his 
own!—leading a life of self-denial and love I—turning 
his back upon the titles of honor and robes of royalty, 
that the powers of earth would have given to him, if 
he would have accepted of them!—and thereby “be
came poor that we through his poverty might be made 
rich.”—2 Cor. 8 : 9. Teaching the lessons of self- ' 
denial and peace!—when reviled, he reviled not, but 
committed himself to Him who judgeth righteously. 
The midnight hour witnessed his fervent prayers, until 
his locks were wet with the dew of heaven. Hark! 
Listen to that prayer which he offered in the last mo
ments of his mortal career, whilst the request of his 
murderers was ringing in his ear—he, with uplifled’eyes 
towards his Father’s throne, earnestly prays, “ Father
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forgive them, for they know not what they do 1” Breth
ren, what an example I 0, remember he is our pattern 
to imitate 1

From this view of the subject, it is clear to the chil
dren of God, who are well instructed, how a righteous 
character is formed, under the Gentile dispensation.

1. It is not by the observance of the law of Moses, 
for that made nothing “perfect.” Neither “could it 
give life.” Therefore, “righteousness could not come 
by it” But it has served its age, and is dead.

2. It is not by the moral and benevolent institutions 
of these times, such as Sunday-schools, Socialism, Tract 
and Educational societies, Odd Fellows, Sons of Tem
perance, Masonic and Anti-Masonic institutions. Bible 
and Missionary societies. These only change the condi
tion of an individual, and not his character. The heart 
or mind remains as it was before he formed a union 
with any or all of them, from the fact that no union has 
been formed with the Christ of TnE Bible. There
fore they have not taken his name or character upon 
them: hence they retain the character of the first 
Adam.

3. It is not by the doctrines and ordinances of men, 
for they only beget their own likeness. Homan Cathol
icism, Methodism, Presbyterianism, Thomasism, Ad
ventism, Monnanism, Spiritualism, Campbellism, and 
all the isms whose creeds are opposed as a whole or in 
part, to God’s revealed plan of redemption, beget their 

own likeness I But they do not subdue the will and 
passions of the flesh.

4. It is not by a correctness of knowledge and faith 
in either, or in part, or all of the Gospel. I Cor. 13: 1 
—“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge: and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
And though 1 bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not
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charity, it profitcth me nothing.” “God is i.ovk.” 
And he who has formed a union with Jesus the Life- 
Giver, dwells in God, inasmuch as his life is “hid with 
Christ in Godhence, he dwells in love, walks in love, 
all his acts are performed in love, and by. this divine 
principle, he is led to be God-like.

5. It is not by a formal observance of the ordinances 
of the Gospel, baptism and the Lord’s supper, and deeds 
of charity, and acts of suffering. 1 Cor. 1: 11-19—“Is 
Christ divided ? was Paul crucified for you ? or were yo 
baptized in the name of Paul ? I thank God that I 
baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any 
should say that I had baptized in my own name. And 
I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I 
know not whether I baptized any other. For it hath 

been declared unto me of you, by them which are of 
the house of Chloe, that there arc contentions among 
you. Now this I say, that every one of you sailh, I am 
of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 1 of 
Christ. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel; not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us whiuh are saved it is the power of God.” 
But it is bv a hearty faith in, and obedif.nce to 
Christ. Not, however, in any one of his abstract 
attributes or offices, bnt as The man CHRIST JESUS, 
who has condemned sin in the Vi.esu, by walking in 
1 lie path of life, which is the path of faith and obedience. 
Faith in what God has promised, and threatened; and 
obedience to his requirements. And thereby has be
come His pattern of righteousness, for us to imitate.

To effect this, the sinner must be taught—
1. That he is sinful—unholy—guilty of the blood of 

Jesus, inasmuch as he has been walking in the steps of 
the first Adam; therefore justly condemned to die: 
that Jesus is “ the way” out of the grave into the world 
to come—“the truth, and the life;” that in him there 
is forgiveness for all his sins, and a resurrection to life, 
and a title to carLh in its renovated state, where it can
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bo enjoyed. He must see that he is mortal, and liable 
to j)crish—to die that death from which there is no 
revival into life!—that he is unrighteous, and a slave to 
fashion—the lusts of the flesh; [Gal. 5: 19-21;] that \ 
his conduct towards Jesus of Nazareth, the Life-Giver, 
has been evil and only evil. All must be subdued—erw- 
eified to the world, and the world to him.

2. He must understand these things, in order to be
lieve them. Hence, he must give heed to what he 
hears—hear critically; compare the principles advanced, 
with the teachings of the prophets and apostles, and lie 
will learn that the sin of the world consists in giving 
heed to the Serpent’s lie, Tiiou shalt not surely 
die; for you have immortal souls that shall live as long 
ns God lives; that death don’t mean what God says it 
does; but, that the immortal soul only changes its resi
dence, for one in heaven, or one in hell, where it is to 
dwell with devils damned, “ and with them strong con
cord hold I” when God has said, ye shall surely die.’
“ The soul that sinnkth, it shall die.”

3. He must believe them willi all his heart, which 
tantamount to faith in God, Jesus of Nazareth- 
the Life-Giver—the Gospel—the good news-
tub WORD of RECONCILIATION—LIFE FROM THE DEAD 
TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM — THE EARTH PURIFIED,
through Jesus of Nazareth, who was born of 
Mary.

4. He must repent, which is a change of one’s course 
of conduct from wrong to right—a thorough reform—a 
dying to sin—ceasing to relish that which is displeasing 

to God, and taking Jesus for his pattern.
5. He must be immersed by a burial in water, into 

Christ—his death—name—character, for the remission 
of sins.—Acts 2: 38; Gal. 3: 27; Rom. 6; 3-5.

6. He must “continue steadfastly in the Apostles’ 
teaching, fellowship, the breaking of the loaf"—the 
Lord’s supper, “and prayers.” He must add to his 
“faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowl
edge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness;
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and to brotherly kindness charity,” which is love to 
God and man. And all such will be made immortal at 
the coming of Jesus by a resurrection out from among 
the dead ones; or, if alive, they will be changed from 
mortality to immortality, and thereby become inheritors 
of the kingdom, or earth in its renovated state—

\ Where the glory of God, like a boundless sea,
Will bathe the immortal company:
And pure love’s banner, and friendship’s wand,
Shall wave above that princely band.

1 Where the conqueror's song as it sounds afar,
Is wafted on the ambrosial air;
Through endless years wo then shnll prove,
The depth of our Saviour’s matchless love.

Arc there any here who believe these glorious truths, 
and wish to be immersed into Christ for the remission 
of sins, that you may in the day of his coming, be pre
sented perfect in him, before the throne of God! Please 
come forward and give us your hand? Amen, and 
amen.

LECTU.RE II.

CONCLUDING REMARKS—OBJECTIONS MET, ETC.

1. The doctrine of the Trinity cannot be true, because
it denies the Father and the Son 1 therefore, Anti-Chris
tian.—1 John 2: 22, 23. “ Who is a liar but he that
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that 
denicth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father: [but he that 
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also."j

2. It also contradicts sixty texts, containing the 
words of Jesus. John 6: 38; 3: 16, 17; 4: 34; 5: 
19, 23, 26, 30; 7: 16, 17, 28, 33; 8: 28, 38, 40, 42, 
50,54; 10: 18,36; 12: 49, 50 ;* Luke 2: 49 ; 11: 
20; Matt. 10: 32, 33; 24:36; 28: 18; Mark 13:32; 
John 14: 16; 17: 1-3; 21:17; 5: 17,20,21,22,24,
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25, 27, 36, 37; 6: 27, 39, 40, 44, 45; 8: 29; 9: 4, 
35-37; 10:24-29; 11:41,42; Malt 20: 23; 26: 
53—“ For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; 
but that the world through him might be saved. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned; but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.” “ Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” “ But 
Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work.” “ Then answered Jesus and said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing 
of himselfj but what he seeth the Father do: for what 
things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like
wise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him 
all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him 
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For 
as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them, 
even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg
ment unto the Son: that all men should honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not 
the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent him. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlast
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that 
hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself! 
And hath given him authority to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of man.” “ But I have 
greater witness than that of John: for the works which 
the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that 
I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



20 JESUS OF NAZARETH.

witness of me. I can of mine own self do nothing: ns 
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I 
seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me.” “And this is the Father’s will 
which hath sent me, that of all which lie hath given me * 
I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at 
the last day. And this is the will of him that sent 
me, that every one which secth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him 
up at the last day.” 11 Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto ever
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: 
for him hath God the Father sealed.” “ No man can 
come to me, except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It 
is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught 
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and 

hath learned of the Father, comcth unto me.” 
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son 
of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do 
nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me I • 
speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: 
the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those 
things that please him.” “ I speak that which I have 
seen with my Father; and ye do that which ye have 
seen with your lather.” “ But now ye seek to kill me, 
a man that hath told ye the truth, which I have heard 
of God: this did not Abraham.” “Jesus said unto 
them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for 
I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I 
of myself but lie sent me.” “Jesus answered, If I 
honor myself, my honor is nothing: it is my Father that 
honoreth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God.” 
“ I must work the works of him that sent me, while it 
is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” 
“Jesus heard that they had cast him out: and when he 
had found him, he said unto him, Dost ihou believe on 
the Sou of God? He answered and said, Who is lie, 
Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto 
him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talkcth

“ Then
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with thee." “Jesus answered thetn, and said, My doc
trine is not mine, but his that scut me. If any man 
will do his will, lie shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” “ Then 
cried Jesus in the temple as he taught* saying, Ye both 
know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not 
come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye 
know not. But I know him: for I am from him, and 

he hath sent me.” “Then came the Jews round about 
him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us 
to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” “Je
sus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 

• the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear 
witness of me. But ye believed not* because ye are 
not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and 
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never per
ish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.” “ Say ye of him whom the Father hath sanc
tified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphcmcst; be
cause I said, lam the Son of God?” “And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee, that 
thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearcst 
me always: but because of the people which stand by I 
said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.” 
“For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father 
which sent me: he .gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak. And I know 
that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even ns the Father said unto me, so I 
speak.” “And he said unto them, How is it that ye 
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Fath
er’s business?” “ But if I with the finger of God cast 
out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon 
you." “ Whosoever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is 
in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my Father which is in
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heaven.” 11 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” 
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” “ But 
of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not tho 
angels which * are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father." “ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you.” “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever.” “And he saitli unto them, Ye shall drink indeed 

of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my 
eft, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them 
or whom it is prepared of my Father.” “ Thinkcst 
uhou that I cannot uow pray to my Father, and he shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?”

3. It contradicts the teachings of the Apostles. 
Acts 2: 22-24, 30-32, 36; 3: 13-15; 4: 10; 5: 29- ‘ 
31; 10: 38-40; 13: 22, 23, 26-34; 2 Corinthians 1: 
1-3; Eph. 4: 4-6; Col. 1:3; 1 Thess. 1: 1; 2 Tim. 1: 
1, 2; Titus 1:1; John 7: 41,42; Acts 17: 23, 31;
1 Cor. 1: 1, 2; 15: 45; Heb. 4: 14; 1 John 4: 15 
—“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Naza
reth, a man approved of God among you by mira
cles, and wonders, and signs, which God did by him in 
the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know. Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death: because it was not 
possible that he should be holden of it.” “Therefore 
being a prophet, and knowing that God hath sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,.ac
cording to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on 
his throne; he seeing this before, spake of the resurrec
tion of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither
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his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God 
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.” “ Therefore 
let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” (<The God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glori
fied his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied 
him in the presence of Pilate, when ho was determined 
to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One, and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 
and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.” “Be it 
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before you whole.” “ How 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and heal
ing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with him. And we are witnesses of all things which 
he did, both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree: him God raised 
up the third day, and shewed him openly; not to all the 
people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from 
the dead.” “ Men and brethren, children of the stock 
of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to 
you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that 
dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew 
him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are 
read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in con
demning him. And though they found no cause of 
death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be 
slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written 
of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him 
in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: 
and he was seen many days of them which came up 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his wit
nesses unto the people. And we declare unto you glad 
tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the
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fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their child
ren, in that he hath raised up Jesus again: as it is also 
written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day 
1 have begotten thee. And as concerning that lie raised 
him up from the dead, now no more to return to cor
ruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the suro 
mercies of David. Wherefore he saitli also in another 
psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy Ono to sec 
corruption. For David, after lie had served his own 
generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was 
laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: but he, whom 
God raised- again, saw no corruption.” “ Because ho 
hath appointed a day, in the which lie will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath or
dained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that lie hath raised him from the dead.” “ Others 
said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ 
come 'out of Galilee ? Ilath not the scriptures said, 
That Christ comctli of the seed of David, and out of the 
town of Bethlehem, where David was?” “And Paul, 
ns his manner was, went in unto them, and three sab
bath days reasoned with-them out of the scriptures, 
opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have 
suffered and risen again from the dead; and that 
this Jesus, whom I preach unto yon, is Christ.” 
“Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Soslhencs our brother, unto the 
church of God which, is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both their’s and our’s.” “ Seeing then that 
we have a great high priest, that is passed into tho 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro
fession.” “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 
of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are 
in all Acliaia: grace be to you and peace from God our 
Father, and from the Lord. Jesus Christ. Blessed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort.” “Paul,
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an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Tim- 
otheus our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ which are at Colosse: grace bo unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for you.” “Paul, and 
Silvanus, and Timolheus, unto the church of the Tlies- 
salonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord 
Jesus Christ: grace be unto you, and peace, from Gpd 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ” “And so it 
is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul, 
the Last Adam was made a quickening spirit.”

1 Cor. 15: 18-25—“For he [God] must reign, till 
he hath put all enemies under his [Christ's] feet” “And 

when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall 
the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all.” Here 
we have immutable testimony, that after the great work 
of redemption is finished—the effects of the fall removed 
from the universe of God—that Christ, the Son, is sub
ject unto God, who has put all things under Christ’s 
feet, that God may be all in all. Hence, they will 
exist as two distinctive beings—the Father holding a 
superiority over Jesus, the Christ, and the saved family, 
throughout the countless ages of eternity 1

4. It contradicts Moses and the Prophets. Exo. 20: 
1-5, 11 j 3: 14; 6: 3; 2 Kings 19: 15; Ps. 86: 10; 
Isa. 37: 16; 45: 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 18, 22; Gen. 1: 1-5; 
Isa. 44: 6, 7, 8, 23, 24; 43: 10; Ps. 83: 18; 86: 10; 
Dan. 5: 13; 1 Tim. 1: 17—“And God spake all these 
words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt-, out of the house 
of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
* * “ For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, vis
iting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them that hate me.” 
“ For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is.” • “And I appeared unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name 
of God Almighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not

2
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known to them.” "And God said unto Moses, I nin that 
I am: and he said, Thus shall thou say unto the child
ren of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you." “And 
Hozckiah prayed before the Lord, and said, 0 Lord 
God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims, 
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.” “ For 
thou art great) and docst wondrous things: thou art 
God alone.” “0 Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that 
dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast 
made heaven and earth.” “ 1 am the Lord, and there 
is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded 
thee, though thou hast not known me: that they may 
know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that 
there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is 
none else. I form the light, and create darkness: I 
make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these 
things.” “ Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Is
rael, and his Maker, Ask me of tilings to come concern
ing my sons, and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye me. I have made the earth, and created 
man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the 
heavens, and all their host have 1 commanded.” “For 
thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God 
himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath 
established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to 
be inhabited: I am the Lord, and there is. none else.” 
“ In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. * * And the spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light. 
* * And God saw the light, that it was good: and 
God divided the light from the darkness. And God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.” 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of.the 
earth: for I am God, and there is none else.”
Lord? and there is no God else beside me.” 
saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the 
Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and 
heside me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call,

“I the 
“ Thus
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and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I 
appointed the ancient people ? and the things that are 
coming, and shall come, let them show unto them. 
Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee 
from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my 
witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no 
God; I know not any.”

Israel to-day, are truthful witness among the nations, 
whither they have been scattered, that there is but one 
Eternal God!

“Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: 
shout, ye lower parte of the earth: break forth into 
singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and every tree therein: 
for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself 
in Israel. Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he 
that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that 
maketh all things; that stretchelh forth the heavens 
alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself.” 
“Ye are my witness, saith the Lord, and my servant 
whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe 
me, and understand that I am he: before me there was 
no God formed, neither shall there be after me.” “ For 
thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art 
God alone.” “That men may know that thou, whose 
name alone is Jehovah, art the most high over a 11 the 
earth.” “0 thou king, the most high God gave Nebu
chadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, 
and honor.” “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.”

In view of all this testimony we arc compelled to 
assert that the doctrine of the Trinity is Paoanism in 
its embryo state—Papacy in its childhood—Protest
antism in its mauhood 1—therefore Anti-Curistian ! 1 
and as such, it should be treated by all who love the 
truth as it is in Jesus.

II. The doctrine of Predxistence is no better than 
the doctrine of the Trinity, because it ignores the prom
ises of God, which pertain to Jesus of Nazareth, who
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was born of the Virgin, and whose soul was made a sin 
offering. It tramples under foot Organic and Revealed 
Law / It makes their Christ older than Mary, of whom 
Jesus of Nazareth was born. It contradicts the teach* 
ings of tho Apostles, and thereby rejects the only name 
or being in whom there is salvation for sinful man I 
Proof. Acts 4: 10, 12—“Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Ciirist of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him does this man stand 
here before you whole. Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under hcaveu 
given among men whereby we must be saved.” Gen. 
3: 15; 12: 7; 22: 17, 18; Gal. 3: 1C; Heb. 11: 18, 
10; Ps. 2: 6-8; 89: 3, 4, 20-37; 132: 11; Acts 2: 
30,31; Isa. 7: 14; 53:4-12; Luke 1: 30-35; 3: 
21-3S; Matt. 1: 1-25; 2: 2,11-15; John 19: 19-30; 
Luke 2: 4-34; Rom. 1: 3, 4; 1 Cor. 15: 3, 20, 21, 
45, 57 f John 6: 53-57; Acts 5: 29-31; 13: 22, 23 ; 
2 Tim. 1:1; 1 John 5: 10-12; Rom. 3 : 24; 5: 1; 
6: 23—“I have made a covenant with my chosen, 
I have sworn unto David my servant, thy seed will 
I establish for ever, and build up thy.throne to all 
generations.” “Also I will make him my first-born, 
higher than the kings of the eurth.” “ My covenant 
will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of 
my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I 
will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure forever, 
and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be estab
lished forever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in 
heaven.” “The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; 
he will not turn from it; of the fruit of thy body will 
I set upon thy throne.” “Therefore being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn wiLh an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loius, according to the flesh, lie 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his 
soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see cor
ruption.” “ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car
ried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken,
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smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, lie was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray: .we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
“ Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.” 11 And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down and worshiped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gills; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned 
of God in a dream that they should not return to Plerod, 
they departed into their own country another way. And 
when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take 
the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod 
will seek the young child to destroy him. When he 
arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt: and was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have 
I called my son.” “And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because 
he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And 
she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger: because 
there was no room for them in the inn.” “And, behold, 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Sim
eon ; and the same man was just and devout, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was 
upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the

2*
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temple: and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, then 
took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in pence, 
according to thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother mar
velled at those things which were spoken of him. And 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, 
Behold this child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against.” “ Being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of'God; to declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” “For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through .Jesus Christ our Lord.” “ But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” “And when he had removed him, he 
raised up unto them David to be their king: to whom 
also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David 
the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which 
shall fulfill all iny will. Of this man’s seed hath God 
according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus.” “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the 
cross. And the writing was, Jesus of Nazareth the 
King of the Jews.” “ Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwellcth in him, and he 
in God.” “These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God ;x that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God.” “ He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar, because he

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



31JESUS OF NAZARETH.

bclievetli not the record that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given us eternal life: 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life.” 
“ But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead."

Gal. 4: “ But when the fullness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law.” Here we have positive testimony that 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom God owns as His Son, was 
made of a woman—made under the law, for the suffer
ing of death, in order that lie might redeem those under 
the law. Therefore the doctrine of Preexistence is 
Anti-Christian! because it is the offspring of the doctrine 
of the Trinity.

However, it is asserted that Gen. 1: 26, teaches the 
preexistence of Christ. But upon an examination of 
the text, we shall find the proof wanting. 1. Christ is 
not named in the text. 2. He is not referred to or 
included in the personal pronoun “ us;" from the fact 
that he is the seed of the woman, the son of Marv. 
But we have a noun in the plural number, instead of 
the singular, which is quite a common mode of expres
sion. Let us do this; instead of saying, 1 will do this. 
And this view of the text is sustained by the context, 
and the entire Bible. 11 So God created man in His own 
image." 11 And the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of tiie ground.” “ And the Lord God planted a garden 
. . . . and there He put the man." Read the first
and second chapters of Genesis.

Miclia 5:2, is supposed to teach the preexistence 
of Jesus of Nazareth. But upon an examination 
of the text, wo shall find the proof is wanting, 
inasmuch as the words were written, says a learned 
divine of London, “to indicate beforehand the place 
of the Messiah’s birth." And this statement is in 
harmony with the record of his birth ns given by 
Matthew, chap. 2: 4-6—“And when” Herod “had
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gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should 
re born. And they said unto him, in Bethlehem of 
Judea: for thus it is written by the Prophet, And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among 
the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Gov
ernor, that shall rule my people Israel." Luke’s record 
of his birth concurs with Matthew's, chap. 2: 10, 11— 
11 And the angel snid unto them, fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." And the 
so-called religions world acknowledge in all their legal 
transactions, that Jesus of Nazareth, the only being in 
God's universe who has power to save man, was born 
of the Virgin Mary, about 1869 years ago. Therefore 
he could not exist, themselves being judges, prior to A. 
D. 1, only in the purpose, plan, and promise of God. 
See Professor Ripley's Notes ; Smith's Bible Dictionary, 
and Encyclopedia of Religious knowledge.

Heb. 1: 2, is always resorted to as proof of this anti- 
Christian doctrine. I give the text as it reads in the 
Emphatic Diaglott—“In the last of these days spoke to 
us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, on 
account of whom also He constituted the ages."

We will now notice John 6: 38, 51—“For I came 
down from heaven. I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh for the life of the world." That is, I give my life 
—myself for the world—the sheep.

Now it must be obvious to all that lie who gave 
I himself—his life for the sheep, was bom of the Virgin 

j Mary. And if Jesus of Nazareth did in fact come down 
i\ from heaven, it is reasonable to infer that he could not 
\! have done so before he was born; hence he must have 

been “ caught up to God and his throne " after his birth, 
and then came down from there. This inference is as 
plausible as the one which those draw, who hold to the 

IS doctrine of preexislcnce. But both are unlawful.

)

The
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truth, as we conceive, is: all that pertains to Christ 
Jesus, who was born of Mary, in whom all the promises 

center, which pertain to the salvation of his people, 
came down from heaven in the sense of which Matthew 
and Luke describe in their genealogies of Christ; and 
lie is tiie beginning of the new or second creation, by 
being “ the first born from the dead,” as we have pre
viously shown from the word of God.

It is thought by some that Philfc 2: 6-8, teaches the 
preexistence of Ciirist. But the proof is wanting, in
asmuch as a prominent object of the apostle in this 
chapter is to teach the lesson of humility. Verse 5—
“ Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” That is, be of the same humble disposition 
which he possessed. Verse 6—“Who being in the 
form of God,” lie was God's son, and as a matter of 
course, would be in His form, or “the express image of 
his” Father’s “ person,” as Paul declares in his epistle 
to the Hebrews, notwithstanding he was thus in the 
likeness of his God, he “ thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God.”

This translation must be defective, as the following 
testimony clearly proves: 11W ho, though he was in the t 
form of God, did not affect to appear in divine majesty.” 
—A. Campbell's Traits. “Who being in the form of 
God, judged uot this equality a thing to be eagerly 
claimed."—Whiting's flVans. “ Who, though being in
God’s form, yet did not meditate a usurpation to be like 
Gud.,:—Diaglott. This evidence is sufficient to show, 
that the true sentiment of the text is, though “ Christ 
Jesus” was in the form of God, he did not aspire to 
things equal to God. His whole life of prayer, and ac
knowledged dependence in his Father, clearly demon
strates this; and in thus living he has set an example 
of humility, worthy of imitation by the greatest minds 
and most exalted potentates of the earth. Though he 

the son of the Eternal God, and legal heir to the 
throne of-David, he was not inflated with pride, neither 
did he make the haughty potentates of the world his 
associates, “But divested himself.”—Diaglott. Though

33
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he was born King, instead of entering at once upon the 
high and glorious work of his regal office, he did not 
assume this right, but denied himself during the time of 
his humiliation, of all the honors of his promised glori
ous reign upon the throne of David, in Mt. Zion,—or 
emptied, separated, or totally excluded himself, (which 
sense we believe the Greek justifies,) from this exalta
tion and glory. Mark! it was not the preexistent spirit 
son, who emptied himself of a part of himself, but it 
was “Christ Jesus” who was born of Mary, that emp
tied or totally excluded the whole of “iiimski.f,” from 
the honor and glory of his promised kingly reign, during 
his mortal career. When his followers would have made 
him kiug of the Jews, and the Tempter would have 
given him the diadem of the Caesars, he refused to com
ply with their wishes. Hence, “he became poor, that 
his people might be made rich.—2 Cor. 8 : 9.

“ The form of a servant,” Morphctn, “ form, shape, 
that is, appearing in a humble and despised condition.” 
—Dr. Robinson. This term, says Dr. Clark, as “ here 
used, signifies a person’s shape or appearance, and not 
his nature or essence.” 
pearance and behavior of a servant or bondsman, and 
not the essence of such a person.”—Whitby and Me- 
Knight. Then it does not leach, as some suppose, a 
change from the “nature or essence,” of a duplicate 
personage, compounded of two natures, the one spirit, 
and the other flesh. It denotes the appearance or be
havior of “Christ Jesus,” which he assumed during the- 
days of his humiliation. It was not the behavior of a 
king, though he was born kuig of the Jews, but of a 
servant; hence, we see him washing the feet of his 
apostles, and saying to them, “ I am among you as lie 
that serveth.”—John 13; Luke 22:27. “And was 
made in the likeness [or habit—margin | of men.” [In 
the likeness, habit, appearanco or behavior, not of a 
king, but of a man in the common walks of life, whose 
call was to serve. “ He humbled himself. [Not a pre
existent spirit son, but the man Christ Jesus, who was 
born of Mary.] And became obedient unto death,

It “evidently denotes the a/>-
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even the death.of the cross." This was the most 
painful and degrading death that could be inflicted; yet 
“Christ Jesus” who was born of Mary, willingly and 
meck1y.jsubmiLt.ed to suffer it. Of how worthy of im
itation is this wonderful act of humiliation of the King 
of Glory! Verse 9—“ Wherefore God hath highly ex
alted him,” [“Christ Jesus," who was born of Mary,] 
at His own right hand, and will soon establish him 
[“Christ Jesus," who was bom of Mary,] on the 
throne of David on Mount Zion, to sway his righteous 
scepter over the world.

John 3: 13, is supposed to favor the doctrine of pre- 
Existence. “And no one has ascended into heaven, 
except the son of man who “ katabas,” shall descend 
from heaven." I understand from Dr. Robinson and 
others, that this is the literal reading of the Greek. 
But admit the King’s translation to be correct, Jesus of 
Nazareth could not have come down from heaven before 
he was born ; hence, he must have been “ caught up to 
God and His throne” after his birth} and then come 
down from there. Consequently the doctrine has no 
support from this text.

Prov. 8: 1, is the Fort Sumter of the doctrine of 
preexistence, into which its believers always enter, 
amid the raging storm of heaven’s artillery I But if 
you will take the time to enter this Fort in your 'sober 
moments, you will learn that Solomon is talking about 
the Wisdom of God, which is an attribute of His by 
which He knowelh all things, .and has made known to 
His prophets, the end from the beginning.—Amos 3: 
7 ; 1 Peter 1:11; Luke 11: 49. Says Matthew Hen- 
ry, “Divine revelation is the Word and Wisdom of 
God, so is that pure religion and undefiled, which is 
built upon it; and of that Solomon here speaks. God, 
by it, instructs, governs and blesses, the children of 
men.” Dr. A. Clark, says “ that an attribute of the 
Almighty is referred to iu this chapter, and that alone /" 
The Greek word translated Wisdom, is sopuia, and is 
thus defined by Liddell <& Scott:—“Skill in handicraft 
and art, as in carpentry, iu music and singing, in poetry,
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skill in driving, knowledge of, acquaintance with a 
thing. 2. Skill in matters of common life, sound judg
ment, intelligence, prudence, practical and political wis
dom—such as was attributed to the seven sages. 3. 
Knowledge of a higher kind, as of the sciences, learn
ing, wisdom, philosophy.” And in the New Testament 
it is used as an attribute of God, or men. However, 
by men it is acquired, and sometimes they assume to 
possess this attribute, when they are totally destitute of 
it.—Col. 2 : 23. 1 will cite a few passages where the
word is used: Matt. 12 : 42—“ To hear the wisdom of 
Solomon.” Luke 2 : 52—11 Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature.” 1 Cor. 1: 17—“The Greeks seek after 
wisdom.” Verse 24—“The power of God and the 
wisdom of God.” Verse 30—“Jesus of God is made 
unto the believer wisdom." Eph. 3: 10—“Might be 
known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God.” 
Rom. 11: 33—“0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God 1” Is it not strange 
that men professing to be Christians, will quote this 
chapter to prove a doctrine that is directly opposed to 
the teachings of the Bible? No marvel, that the Jew 
rejects the teachings of the Gentiles!

Ephe. 3 : 9, is the Gibralter of the doctrine, but the 
Diaglott places this text in its true light; “Even to 
enlighten all as to what is the administration of that 
secret, which has been concealed from the agks, by 
that God who created all things.”

Reader, search the Scriptures, as for hidden treasure, 
that you may be “ taught of „God,” without which you 
cannot come to the Christ.—John 6 : 43-45. And by 
doing this, you will learn that every tiling which per
tains to man’s salvation or a future state of existence, 
centers in Jesus of Nazareth, who was bom of the Vir
gin Mary. Consequently, those who believe in a pre
existent Christ as their Saviour, reject Jesus of Naza
reth as the Saviour of men.
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THE SABBATH.
B. V. LYON.

There has been ,much written and said upon 

the Sabbath among the different divisions of those 

who claim to believe in the soon coming of Jesus, 
whether there be a Sabbath, and if there is one, 
to which of the days of the week does it belong, 
and does the Bible enjoin its observance ? As to 
the day, it has appeared to me for more than 

twenty-five years that if different writers and 

talkers and contenders for Sunday keeping only 

believed what the Bible says upon the question, 
they would come to the conclusion that the sev
enth day of the week is the Sabbath which Je
hovah instituted, and commanded Israel, yes, all 

his people, to keep. Aud that Sunday, culled 
so in honor of the sun, which was an object of 

worship among the Pagans, is the Sabbath of the 
apostasy.

It is not on record that God ever changed the 

day ; or that he authorized Jesus or his apostles 

to do it.
We learn by the Living Oracles that these von ill 

day was hallowed by Jehovah at the close of cre
ation ; its sanctity was afterwards marked by the 
withholding of the manna on that day, and a 

provision of a double supply on the sixth, and 

that previous to the giving of the law from Sinai; 
it was then made a part of that great epitome of 

religious duty to God, which he wrote with his 

own finger on tables of stone; it was incorporated 

with the public political law of the only pc'-plc to
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whom he ever made himself a political Head and 

Ruler; its observance is connected throughout 

the prophetic age with the highest promises, its 

violation will) the severest maledictions; it was 

amongthe Jews in the days of the pilgrimage of 

Jesus our Life-giver, a day of solemn, religious 

assembling, and was thus observed by him and 

his apostles. And we have the authority of Je
hovah to say, that both under the Old and New 

Testament dispensations, it is used ns a glorious 

type of the heavenly and eternal rest which he 

has promised to his own family. Who, 1 ask, 

that has any sympathy or regard for virtue, can 

harbor the thought for a moment tliut the deca
logue—tlife ten commandments—have been abro
gated !

The law contained in ordinances, which was 

typical of the great sin ottering—Jesus our pass- 

over, who lms been sacrificed for the family of 

God—was nailed to the cross. Eph. 2: 14-10. But 

the Sabbath, or the decalogue, was no part of that 

law, any more than the doctrine of the soul's im
mortality is a Bible doctrine!

The Sabbath was appointed at, or subsequent to, 

the creation of the world, or the finishing up of 

the heavens and the earth, and all the host of 

them ; and sanctified, or set apart for holy purpo
ses, “for man," for all men—the family of God. 

whether they be Jew or Gentile—consequently 

binding upon them at the present time. And he 

who leaches the abrogation of that law, or that it 

is not binding upon Gentile believers, to say the 

least of hint, is ignorant of the wide door which 

he opens for men to enter and commit the mosi 

heinous sins!
I will introduce a few passuges out of the many,
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prove that the keeping of God’s Sabbath is 

iding upon his children. Gen. 2: 2t 3—''And 

the seventh day God ended his work which he 

.1 made; and he rested on the seventh day from 

his work which he had made. And God blessed 

i seventh day, and sanctified it;* because that 

it he had rested from all his work which God 

ated and made.”
5xo. 10: 22-29. Here we have positive testi- 

ny that the Sabbath had been instituted pre- 

us to the law beiug engraven on tables of stone, 

I that God required his people, to keep it, and
not keeping it he reproved them sharply. "Six 

:s ye shall <rathcr it; but on the seventh day, 
ich is the Sabbath, in it there shall - be none, 
d it came to puss, that there went out some of 
people on the seventh day for to gather, and 

y found none. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
w long refuse ye to keep my commandments 
1 my laws?” Therefore we believe that the
>bath was known before the giving of the law 

Mount Sinai. And this is in harmony with 

invulnerable argument presented by St. Paul 

he epistle to the Romans, 4: 15; 5: 12-15, in 

■ch he shows that inasmuch as sin existed 

■m Adam to Moses,” hence the law must have 

-ted, for "sin is not imputed where there is no
if

-sus our Life-giver proclaims the eternal na- 
uf the law engraven on tables of stone, ami 

jglorious truth that "the Sabbath was made 
■uin, and not man for the Sabbath.” Mark 
”, Thus we learn that the Sabbath law aute
ur! the family of God and was given by him 
—leir spiritual benefit.
—. -IS: 13, 14—"If thou restrain thy foot from 
-Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 

and shall call the Sabbath a delight, and
Sanctified it”—Set it apart as a day of rest 

1 his family to keep.

Church of God General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



4
tho holy [dny] of Jehovah, [a da.\ ] to he honored; 
and'shalt honor it by refraining from thine own 

ways," from pursuing thy pleasure, and Irom 
speaking thine own words ; then shalt thou de

in Jehovah ; and I will make thee 
high places of the earth, and I will 
eat oi the inheritance of Jacob thy

ght thyself 
ride on the 
cause thee to 
father: for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken 
it.” Dr. Harm' Translation. And by turning 
to Genesis 28: 13,14, we learn that the heritage 
of Jacob is the land promised to him and his seed. 
And to be fed with the heritage of Jacob, says Dr. 
Barnes, is to “possess the land promised to him 
as an inheritance.” And only as Jesus shall re
turn as the restorer of all things spoken of by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, can Jacob and lii* 
seed come into possession of the promised inheri- 
tence. The keeping of the Sabbath was one of 
the conditions or commandments that Jehovah 
required of them to fulfill in order that they 
might “ride upon the high places of the earth”— 
possess the land promised—and bask forever amid 
the sunbeams of an endless day! And as “there 
is no intimation,” says Dr. Barns, “that the Sab
bath was to l>e abolished,” therefore it is our duty 
to keep it.

Isa. 56: 1, 2—'“Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye 
judgment, and do justice : for my salvation is 
near to come and my righteousness to bo revealed. 
Blessed [shall be] the man that doetli this, and 
the son of man that layeth hold on it; that kcep- 
et-h the Sabbath from polluting it,and keepeth liis 
hand from doing any evil.” Thus we learn that 
Sabbuth keeping is among the things that Je
hovah required of Israel in order that they might 
enjoy his approving smiles, and ultimately come 
into possession of Canaan, or Eden restored, by 
virtue of the promise which he made to Abraham 
and his seed. Gen. 17: 1-8.

I will introduce the teachings of Jesus our Life- 
giver—Head unci pattern. Matt. 5: 17-19—“Think 
not that 1 am come to subvert the law, or the 
prophets; f have come not to subvert, but to es
tablish. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fullllled. Therefore,

li
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whoever shall Violate one of th£ least of these 
commandments; and shall teach men so, will he 
called little In the kingdom of the heavens; but 
whoever shall do and teach them, will be called 
great in the kingdom of the heuvens.” DUujloU.

I think it must be obvious to all, who dare to 
think outside of human creeds, that the law spo
ken of by Jesus in this portion of Holy Writ, is 
that of the ten commandments, and not the cere
monial or law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; which was soon to be nailed to the 
cross. Verses 27, 28. And that he did not come 
to subvert or abrogate any part of the decalogue ; 
but to fulfill it by keeping it, and teaching his 
followers to do the same. And as the seventh day 
Sabbath is a part of the decalogue, and Jesus is 
our pattren, hence we have a twofold argument 
infavyrof its being kept. And in Mark 2: 27— 
Jesus says “the Sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath.” A man was not made 
for the coat, but the coat for him. “Therefore the 
Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath,” because he 
is the eldest Son of the woman's seed—the head 
of the body—the church—the family of God. 
Consenuentliy lie will have the pre-eminence, in 
ever* tiling that pertains to a future state, or tlu* 
world to conic. Hence by the way of pre-emi
nence, he is Lord of the Saobath. And inasmuch 
as we are his brethren, and members of his body, 
therefore it is our duty to keep it.

Matt. 22: 35^10—“Then one of them, which was 
a lawyer, asked him a Question, tempting him, 
and saying, Master, which is the great command
ment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shall 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment. And the sec
ond is like unto it, Thou shnlt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.” Here we have pos
itive testimony that Jesus, in the answer which 
he gave to this shrewd lawyer, had a direct refer
ence to the law of the ten commandments, for the 
purpose of teaching him that it was liis duty to 
keep them. And if he loved God with all his 
heart, and his neighbor as himself, he would do
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It.' And it must be obvious to all, that inasmuch 
as it was his duty to keep the Sabbath, it is ours.

Again. Luke 10:17, Jesus allinus in the strong
est language the perpetuity of the Sabbatn. 
Please listen to him, “And it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass, thun one tittle of the law to 
fuil.” Therefore it is our duty to keep it. For 
tie never taught that that which “was made for 
man” was to be abrogated.

St. Paul, in bis discussion concerning the rela
tions between the law and the gospel, concludes 
his argument in these words: “Do we then make 
void the law through faith? God forbid : yea, we 
establish the law.” Rom. 3: 31. How? by keep
ing it. and teaching others to keep it.

1 Cor. 7: 19—“Circumcision is nothing, and un- 
eircumcisinn is nothing, but the keeping of the 
commandments of God?1 Here St. Paul contrasts 
the decalogue with the ceremonial code, or the 
law contained in ordinances, which had become 
worthless, because it had been nailed to the cross 
(Kph. 12: 12-17; Col. 2: 14, 15); but the keeping of 
the commandments of God, which he had writ
ten on tables of stone, were binding upon them.

Again, Jesus is our pattern, and Paul com
manded the Church at Corinth, to be followers 
of him, even as lie was of Christ. 1 Cor. 11: 1. 
During the pilgrimage of Jesus our Life-giver, 
while his disciples were with him and under his 
ilistruetion, they always observed the Sabbath. 
And in all his acts there i« no intimation that any 
part of this law of the ten commandments was 
in be rescinded. Rut he did speak prophetically 
of the Suhhulh as an institution that was to exist 
and should be observed at the time Jerusalem 
was in he destroyed, and directs his disciples to 
I*uty that their liight might not take place upon 
ttiai day, knowing that its destruction would not 
lake place until many yeprs subsequent to his 
death and resurrection!

And by turning to the Acts of the apostles, which 
is the main source of history concerning them,we 
learn where they journeyed, what they preached, 
how they practiced or lived, and what befell them, 
Acts 13: 14—“Rut when they deparicd from Perga 
they came to Antioch in Pisidia,aml went into the
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synagogue on the Sabbath day, and sal down.” 
And being invited to speak, Paul preached to them 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Christ, as 
confirmatory of the great 'promise. For one tc* 
aay that the apostle did this a* a Jew and not as a 
disciple or an apostle of Christ, is disintjaiwouH. 
Neither did they enter the synagogue mi the Sab
bath simply to teach the Jews. Proof: Verses 42, 
44—“And when the Jews were gone out of the 
synagogue,the Gentiles besought that these words 
might be preached to them the next Sabbath. 
And the next Sabbath day came almost the whole 
city together to hear the word of God.” And in* 
pursuing their history, we learn that St. Puul and 
his companions continued to travel from place to 
place, preaching the gospel, gal lie ring chinches, 
and being directed by the Spirit they eigne “to 
Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of 
Macedonia, a colony ; and we were in that city 
abiding certain days. And on the Sabbath wo 
went out of the city by a river side, where prayer 
was wont to be made?; and wc sat down, and 
spake unto the women which resorted thilher. 
Acts 16: 12, 13. Here we have positive testimony 
that the Sabbath was kept some twenty years 
sul>sequcnt to the resurrection of Christ, by those 
who worshiped the God of Israel, and that Paul 
justified them in its observance, by meeting witli 
them, preaching the gospel, and engaging in the 
worship of Jehovah, verse 16.

Subsequent to their being liberated from prison, 
“they passed through Amphipolis and Apol- 
lonia,” and “came to Thcssulonica, where there 
was a synagogue of the Jews.” “Ami Puul„us 
his manner was, went in unto them, and three 
Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scrip
tures, opening and alleging that Christ must 
needs have suffered, and risen again from the 
dead; and that this Jesus, whom 1 preach unto 
you, is Christ. And some of them believed, and 
ennsorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout 
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women 
not a few.” Acts 17:2-4. From this historical 
fact we lenrn, 1st, That the Sahbutli had not been 
abrogated nor changed! 2nd, That St. Paul uud

• •
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the rest of the apostles* kept It, and taught others 

to do it, by iheir example.
Again: Acte 18: 1-11, we have the historical 

fact that Paul tarried at Corinth a year and six 
months, and wrought at his trade a portion of 
the time. And during this time, he reasoned in 
the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the 
Jews and Greeks, by “teaching the word of God 
among them.”

Again, Paul in his letter to the Hebrews makes 
the Sabbath a type of the rest which remains for 
the people of God. The shadow is to be followed 

f until we reach the substance. And as we have 
not readied the substance—the rest—neither can 
we, or any of the family of God, to whom he gave 
the Sabbath and commanded them to keep it for 
all coining time or until Jesus our Life-giver shall 
return* as the restorer of all things predicted by 
his pfophets, hence the necessity of keeping It 
during our pilgrimage.

3. ibecause it keeps before our minds the char
acter of God. v

2. That he is the Creator of this beautiful planet 
and all the host of heaven and of his own family.

3. A sign between the seed of the woman and 
the seed of llie wicked one.

4. its observance keeps before our minds the 
rest promised to the woman’s seed—Eden restored.

5. Convince the people that the Sabbath has 
been annulled by Jehovah—that there is no day 
binding upon liis family to be observed us holy 
time—that all days are alike, and the people will 
become reckless and lawless—their morals will 
begin to run below zero! and the-influence of.- 
tho e who profess to believe the gospel which 
St. Paul preached, will be in a great measure 
against it.

ti. Man needs rest, and time for reading the 
word of God, and meditation upon his character 
and works, and for this purpose was the Sabbath 
sanctilied and set apart uy him for his people to 
observe!

Reprinted from the columns of the Advent 
and Sabbath Advocate, Morion, Iowa. Price 
of this tract, '1 cents each.
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