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T

pr o p h e c y.  All  t h e 

t h e m e s of

gr a n d  c e ntr al  

st ati o n  of  Bi bl e

pr o p h eti c  tr ut h 

c o m e  i nt o t hi s

h e  m aj or  p art  of  t his iss u e of  T h e  H e r a l d  will  f o c us o n  t h e s e v e n  c h ur c h es  
i n Asi a  ( R e v. 2;  3).  A  diff er e nt  writ er  will  e x p o u n d o n  e a c h of  t h e 
m ess a g es  of  t h es e s e v e n hist ori c al  c o n gr e g ati o ns  w hi c h  w er e  l o c at e d i n 
w h at  is n o w  T ur k e y.  Y o u  will  b e  ri c hl y bl ess e d  b y  l h eir l a b or.

T h e  h u m a n  titl e gi v e n  t h e l ast b o o k  i n t h e Bi bl e  is " T h e R e v el ati o n  of  S ai nt  J o h n 
t h e Di vi n e. "  A  b ett er  lill c is f o u n d i n t h e first li n e of tli c b o o k:  * T h e  R e v el ati o n  of  J es us 
C hrist. "  T h e  Gr e e k  titl e A p o c al y ps e  is t a k e n fr o m t h e first w or d  i n t h e Gr e e k  t e xt 
a p o k al y psis  w hi c h  m e a ns  a n  " u n v eili n g "  or  "r e v e ali n g. "  T his  f as ci n ati n g b o o k  is n ot  
m e a nt  t o b e  a  s e cr et, b ut  a  r e v el ati o n. U nf ort u n at el y,  t o d a y it is a  s y n o n y m  f or c h a os  
a n d  c at astr o p h e.  G o o d  e x p osit ors  diff er  a  gr e at  d e al  o n  t h e i nt er pr et ati o n of R e v cl ati o n.

T h e  F at h er  g a v e  t h e r e v el ati o n t o t h e S o n  a n d  t h e S o n  t o l* his  s er v a nt  J o h n "  " b y  his  
a n g el "  ( 1: 1). T h e  pl a n  a n d  s c o p e  of  t h e b o o k  ar e  als o  gi v e n  i n t h e first v ers e:  t o s h o w 
His  s er v a nts t hi n gs w hi c h  m ust  s h ortl y  c o m e  t o p ass.  T h e  t h o u g ht s e e ms l o b e  t h at 
w h e n  t h e e v e nts  i n vi e w  st art u nf ol di n g  t h e y will  c o m e  r a pi dl y ( cf. 1: 3 b;  2 2: 7,  1 2).

T his  fi n al b o o k  i n t h e c a n o n  of  S cri pt ur e  is a  r e c or d of  w h at  J o h n  s a w  a n d  h e ar d.  Its 
t h e m e is t h e c o ns u m m ati o n  of  t his a g e  w h e n  G o d  s u ms u p  all  
t hi n gs i n C hrisl.lt  u nf ol ds  t h e gr e at  e v e nts  of  bri n gi n g  h u m a n  
hist or y  t o a  cl os e  i n cl u di n g t h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  C hrist.  J es us 
is first pi ct ur e d  as  S a vi or  of  t h e c h ur c h es,  t h e n as  J u d g e a n d  
Ki n g.  W e  m ust  a c k n o wl e d g e  t h at t h e d esti n y  of  e v er y o n e  is 
u n d er  t h e j uris di cti o n of  J es us C hrist.

B e gi n ni n g  wit h  c h a pt er  f o ur, J o h n t h e R e v el ai or  pr es e nts  
f ut ur e e v e nts wit h  pri n ci p al  att e nti o n gi v e n  t o t h e ti m e of  
tri b ul ati o n, t h e s e v e nti et h w e e k  of  D a ni el  ( M att. 2 4: 2 1,  2 2;  
D a n.  9: 2 4- 2 7).  * * T h e  w or ds  of  t his pr o p h e c y "  ( R e v. 1 : 3) i n t h e 
i ntr o d u cti o n r e v e al t h at it is a  b o o k  f o c us e d o n  t h e f ut ur e.

R e v el ati o n  w as  writt e n  a b o ut  A. D.  9 5  d uri n g  t h e r ei g n of  
D o mi Li a n  ( A. D. 8 1- 9 6).  J o h n h a d  b e e n  e xil e d t o t h e isl a n d 
P ati n os,  l yi n g off  t h e c o ast  of  Asi a  Mi n or  i n t h e A e g e a n  S e a  
( v. 9).  It is o nl y  t e n mil es  l o n g a n d  si x mil es  wi d e.  D o miti a n  
di e d  A. D.  9 6,  a n d J o h n w as  pr o b a bl y  all o w e d t o r et ur n l o 
E p h es us.

D uri n g  his  e xil e  o n  P at m os,  J o h n  r e c ei v e d v ari o us  visi o ns  
a n d  w as  c o m m a n d e d:  " W h at  t h o u s e cst, writ e  i n a  b o o k,  a n d  s e n d it u nt o  t h e s e v e n 
c h ur c h es  w hi c h  ar e  i n Asi a ... " ( R e v. 1: 1 1).  S o m e  h a v e  e ntitl e d  t h e b o o k/ T h e  P at m os  
Visi o n ?,  P at m os  is " a n  isl a n d t h at o w es  its f a m e t o its pris o n er. * *  F o ur  ti m es t h e a g e d  
a ut h or's  n a m e  is i ns ert e d ( 1: 1, 4, 9; 2 2: 8).  J o h n wr ot e  t h e l ast G os p el,  t h e l ast e pistl e  
a c c or di n g  t o ti m e, t h e l ast b o o k  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  a n d  w as  t h e l ast a p ostl e  t o di e.

Chrisl.lt


C o nt e nts
5

7

9

2 5 F o r gi v e  a n d  F o r g et
1 1 J o h n  R ail  t o n

1 3

1 5

— R e v el ati o n  1: 1 7 c

1 7

m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar

A d dr ess  all  c orr es p o n d e n c e  t o: T h e  R Esrr m m o N  H e r a l d

t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  a n d  Isr a el t o b e
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t h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w orl d  
b e g a n "  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  It als o  fl mil y a d v o c at es  r e p e n-

" D o  n ot  b e  afr ai d.

I a m  t h e First  a n d  t h e L ast. "

O n e  Y e ar.  

T w o  Y e ars,  
T hr e e  y c ar e,

P. O. B o x  1 0 0. 0 0 0  
M orr o w.  G A  3 0 2 6 0

t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C h nst  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  t o s al v ati o n.

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

E p h es us
D a vi d  C h e at w o o d

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

S m yr n a
J o h n T. W el c h

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

P er g a m os
G or d o n  L a n dr y

C o v er  dr a wi n g  b y  

M ars h a  B e hr e ns,  Or e g o n,  I L.

E dit o r:
A s s o ci at e  E xiit or:

M a k e- u p  E dit or:

T y p es ett e r:
Pr o ofr e a d er:
C o ntri b uti n g  E dit or s:

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

L a o di c e a
D a vi d  Wils  t er m a n

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

S ar dis
J o n  C h e at w o o d

r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1),  a n d  lif e o nl y  t hr o u g h hi m  
( C ol. 3: 3);  t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 5 3, 5 4);  t h e d estr u cti o n  oft h e  wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1 : 8): 
t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2). t h e c h ur c h

m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  Qs a.  6 0: 1- 3);  t h e 
' ^r estit uti o n of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n b y

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

P hil a d el p hi a
H ollis  P artl o w e

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns b e gi n  wit h  
t h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n  hili- y e ar  
s u bs cri pti o ns at  a n y  ti m e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2 w h e n  c or 
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur  
s u bs cri pli o n.

A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

T h y atir a
Al a n  C ai n

T H E
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S U B S C RI P TI O N S

$ 1 2  
S 2 1  

$ 3 0

2 0 G o d  K e e p  O u r  L a n d
St e p h e n  B ol h o us

H ollis  P artl o w e  
G or d o n  L a n di y  

M ar k  C ai n  
B e c k y  H all  

B ai b ar a  L a n di y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k,  

S us a n  L a p p.  Ri c h ar d  El dr e d,  
Dr.  Al v a  G.  H uf T er.  Al b ert  J o n es. 

P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  G or d o n  
L a n di y.  St a n  R oss  

M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c &  H all.  T erri
Ts c h a e n n,  J u d y  M y ers.  H a n y  M c Mi n n

2 1 C h a n gi n g  C h all e n g es
Mi c h a el  H off m a n

2 8 St e w a r ds hi p
S.  O.  R oss

2 2 T h e  D o ct ri n e  of  t h e H ol y  
T ri nit y:  Is It T r u e  o r  F als e ?
Br e n d a  J.  S w artz

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n 
pr ofit  C hristi a n  c or p or ati o n  l o c at e d at 1 3 1  N.  T hir d  
St.,  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 6 1 0 6 1.  T h e  H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x 
ti m es a  y e ar.

T i e R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:  t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  
( A cts 1 : 8); J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  
( M att. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5) ：  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 7 1 m.  3: 1 6);  t h e



S o m e  h a v e  e ntitl e d  t h e b o o k,
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T h e  k e y  t o t h e B o o k  of  R e v el ati o n  i s f o u n d i n 1 : 1 9.

T h e  L or d  t ol d J o h n t o writ e:
1.  ' T h e t hi n gs w hi c h  t h o u h ast  s e e n, "
2.  " T h e  t hi n gs w hi c h  ar c, "
3.  " T h e  t hi n gs w hi c h  s h all b e  h er e aft er. "  

T his  is r e all y a  t hr e ef ol d o utli n e  of  t h e b o o k.

is a gl ori o us  cli m a x of  all t h at G o d  h as  
i ns pir e d m e n  t o writ e.  H er e  w e  m o v e  fr o m 
ti m e t o et er nit y ( 1 0: 6). H er e  w e,  wit h  
J o h n,  g et  a  gli m ps e  of  o ur  et er n al  h o m e —  
l h e n e w  h e a v e ns  a n d  n e w  e art h.  All  di al  
w as  b e g u n  i n G e n esis,  t h e b o o k  of  b e gi n 
ni n gs,  is c o ns u m m at e d  h er e  i n R e v el a 
ti o n. O ur  pr a y er  wit h  J o h n's is, " E v e n  s o, 
c o m e,  L or d  J es us " ( 2 2: 2 0).

gr a n d  c e ntr al st ati o n of  Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y.  
All  l h e t h e m es of  pr o p h eti c  tr ut h c o m e  
i nt o t his m a g nifi c e nt  b o o k.

R e v el ati o n  2 1 a n d 2 2  c o nstit ut e t h e 
fi n al r e v el ati o n gi v e n  t o us  i n S cri pt ur e.  It

S u g g e st e d  O utli n e  t o t h e B o o k  of  R e v el ati o n

C h a pt er  1 —  I ntr o d u cti o n
2,  3  —  S e v e n  L ett ers  t o S e v e n  C h ur c h es

4- 1 8 —  T h e  D a y  of  L h e  L or d,  wit h  G o d's  Wr at h  
B e gi n ni n g  i n 6: 1 6,  1 7

1 9  —  T h e  S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  C hrisll o  S et  u p
l h e Ki n g d o m

2 0  —  T h e  Mill e n ni u m
2 1, 2 2  —  N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  N e w  E art h —  

Et er nit y

T est a m e nt,  cl ai ms t o u nf ol d  
t h e f ut ur e— b e gi n ni n g  as it 
d o es  wit h  a p o k al y psis.  T h e  
first- c e nt ur y c h ur c h  w as  u n|  
d er  i nt e ns e p ers e c uti o n.  P er 
h a ps  t h at's t h e m ai n  r e as o n 
m u c h  of  t h e b o o k  is s y m b oli c. 
T h e  m ess a g e  w o ul d n  'I b e  u n 
d erst o o d  b y  t h e R o m a n  a u 
t h oriti es.

T h er e  is n o  i n di c ati o n u ntil  
L h e  e n d  of  l h e b o o k  t h at t h e ki n gs  of  lli c 
e art h a c k n o wl e d g e C hrist  as Ki n g  of  
Ki n gs.  I n or d er  l ori g hll y u n d erst a n d  R e v e 
l ati o n, o n e  n e e ds  a  w or ki n g  k n o wl e d g e  of  
all p arts  of  t h e Bi bl e.  R e v el ati o n  is t h e

R e v el ati o n  gi v es  t h e n e c 
ess ar y  c o n cl usi o n  t o G o d's 
m ess a g e  of  r e d e m pti o n f or 
e art h  a n d m a n.  Wit h o ut  it, 
G o d's  pl a n  w o ul d  b e  i n c o m
pl et e,  l eft u p  i n l h e air,  w o ul d  
h a v e  e n d e d  o n  a n  u nfi nis h e d  
n ot e.  It s h o ul d  b e  c o nsi d er e d  
t h e b o o k  f or t h e e n d ti m e. 
T h e  r e b elli o us  ki n gs  of  Ps al m  
2  fi n d t h e ms el v es u n d er  t h e 
f e et of  J es us C hrist.

T h e  s e c o n d c o mi n g a n d t h e y e ars  
i m m e di at el y pr e c e di n g  it ar e  r e v e al e d i n 
R e v el ati o n  m or e  gr a p hi c all y  t h a n i n a n y  
ot h er  b o o k.  D a ni el  d es cri b es  t h e p eri o d  
fr o m his  ti m e t o C hrist's  first c oi ni n g  a n d  
s p e a ks bri efl y of  t h e tri b ul ati o n a n d  
C hrist's  r ul e o n  e art h.  R e v el ati o n  m a g ni 
fi es t h e gr e at  e n d-ti m e  e v e nts  wit h  m a n y  
d et ails  c ul mi n ati n g  i n t h e n e w  h e a v e n  a n d  
n e w  e art h_  t e mit y ( c h a pt ers 2 1;  2 2).

J o h n w as  "i n t h e S pirit  o n  t h e L or d's  
d a y "  ( 1: 1 0). T h at's  n eit h er  S at ur d a y  n or  
S u n d a y.  J o h n h a d  r e c ei v e d t h e s pirit of  
pr o p h e c y  a n d h a d  b e e n  tr a ns p ort e d pr o-  
p h c G c all y  i nt o L h e  f ut ur e d a y  of  t h e L or d  
i n a  visi o n.  T h e  c urt ai n  w as  p ull e d  asi d e  
a n d h e  s a w t h e f ut ur e d a y  w h e n  G o d's 
j u d g m e nts will  b e  u p o n  e art h a n d His  
Ki n g d o m  est a blis h e d. It is m ost  r e as o n
a bl e  t h at l h e Bi bl e  s h o ul d  c o n cl u d e  wit h  a  
b o o k  of  pr o p h e ci es,  m ost  of  w hi c h  will  b e  
f ulfill e d att h e c o ns u m m ali o n ofl h c c h ur c h  
a g e.  T h e  visi o ns  ar e  p ast  b ut  t h e pr o p h eti c  
f ulfill m e nts ar c  f ut ur e f or l h e m ost  p ari.  
T his  b o o k  is t h e w or k  of  a f or m er J e w 
s at ur at e d  wit h  t h e Ol d T est a m e nt, alt h o u g h  
n o  q u ot es  fr o m it a p p e ar. At  t h e s a m e 
ti m e, r ef er e n c es t o Ol d  T est a m e nt  e v e nts  
a n d  pr o p h e ci es  a b o u n d.

J es us is "t h e  first b or n fr o m l h e d e a d "  
( R e v. 1 : 5, NI V).  H e  is t h e o nl y  O n e  w h o  
h as  b e e n  r es urr e ct e d fr o m t h e d e a d  t o i m
m ort alit y — n e v er  t o di e  a g ai n.  H e  s ai d of  
Hi ms elf:  * *I a m h e  t h at li v et h, a n d w as  
d e a d;  a n d, b e h ol d,  I a m ali v e  f or e v er 
m or e,  A m e n;  a n d h a v e  l h e k e ys  of  h ell  
[ h a d es] a n d  of  d e at h ”  ( v. 1 8).  " K e ys " is 
a n  e m bl e m  of  a ut h orit y  a n d  a c c ess  w hi c h  
G o d  h as  gi v e n  J es us, w h o  h as  c o n q u er e d  
d e at h  a n d  t h e gr a v e.  J es us is * *t h e  h e a d  of  
t h e b o d y,  t h e c h ur c h "  ( C ol. 1: 1 8).  As  i n 
p h ysi c al  birt h,  t h e H e a d  w as  b o m  first.

T h e  a n g els  of  di e  s e v e n c h ur c h es ( v. 
2 0)  a p p ar e ntl y w er e  t h e p ast ors  of  t h e 
c h ur c h es.  It w o ul d  s e e m str a n g e t o h a v e  
c el esti al a n g els p asl ori n g  c h ur c h es.  T h e  
w or d  “ a n g el " m e a ns  “ m ess e n g er "  a n d  
m a y  r ef er t o 
a  m ort al  m a n  
or  a n  i m m or
t al a n g el.  
J o h n f urt h er 
i nf o n ns us l h al l h e s e v e n c a n dl esti c ks  
(l a m pst a n ds) ar e  t h e s e v e n  c h ur c h es.  T h at  
w o ul d  s e e m fitti n g i n d e e d si n c e t h e p ur 
p os e  of  b ot h  is t o gi v e  li g ht ( M att. 5: 1 4-  
1 6;  J o h n 8: 1 2).

T h e  w or d  " c h ur c h " ( e k kl e- 
si a) is us e d  1 6  l u n es i n R e v el a 
ti o n 1- 3,  b ut  is n ot  us e d  at  all  i n 
c h a pt ers  4  t hr o u g h 1 8.

C o m m o n  t o t h e m ess a g e  t o 
e a c h  c h ur c h  is t h e a d m o niti o n:  * * H c  t h at 
h at h  a n  e ar,  l et hi m  h e ar  w h at  L h e  S pirit  
s ail h u nt o  t h e c h ur c h es. "  W c  w o ul d  as 
s u m e t h at t h at is e q u al  l o C hrist  s p e a ki n g  
t hr o u g h His  S pirit.

Li k e  t h e Ol d T es  l a m e nt b o o ks  of  D a ni  el  
a n d  E z e ki el,  R e v el ati o n  us es  a p o c al y pti c  
a n d  s y m b oli c f or ms of  r e v el ati o n e xt e n 
si v el y. M ost  st u d e nts a c k n o wl e d g e  t h at il 
is a  diffi c ult  b o o k.  
M a n y  di v ers e  i nt er
pr et ati o ns h a v e  
e m er g e d b e c a us e  
t h e s y m b ols m ust  
b e  i nt er pr et e d. O n e  
a ut h orit y h as o b 
s er v e d 5 0  diff er e nt  
i nt er pr et ati o ns of  
t his i ntri g ui n g 
b o o k.

R e v el ati o n,  t h e 
o nl y a p o c al y pti c  
b o o k  of  t h e N e w
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w
b y  P ast or  D a vi d  W.  C h e at w o o d  
R o c kf or d,  I L

H A T  I S W R O N G  wit h  t h e 
C h ur c h  t o d a y ? J o h n F.  
W al v o or d  s a ys, “ M a n y  of  
t h e e vils  a n d  s h ort c o mi n gs 

w hi c h  e xist i n t h e c h ur c h t o d a y ar e a  
dir e ct  o ut gr o wt h  of  n e gl e ct  of  t h e s ol e m n 
i nstr u cti o n gi v e n t o t h es e s e v e n  
c h ur c h es.' * 1

" T h e m ess e n g er  of  t h e c h ur c h at  
E p h es us,  w hi c h  at  t h at ti m e w as  a  l ar g e 
m etr o p olit a n  cit y, w as  u n d o u bt e dl y  a n  
i m p ort a nt p ers o n  a n d  a  l e a d er i n C hris 
ti a n t esti m o n y at t h at ti m e. W h e n  t h e 
b o o k  of  R e v el ati o n  w as  writt e n,  E p h 
es us, t h e m ost  pr o mi n e nt  cit y i n t h e 
R o m a n  pr o vi n c e  of  Asi a,  h a d  alr e a d y  h a d  
a  l o n g hist or y  of  C hristi a n  wit n ess.  P a ul  
h a d  mi nist er e d  t h er e f or t hr e e y e ars  as  
r e c or d e d i n A cts  1 9.  T h e  eff e cti v e n ess  of  
his  mi nistr y  is st at e d i n A cts  1 9: 1 0:  * A 1 1  
t h e y w hi c h  d w elt  i n Asi a  h e ar d  t h e w or d  
of  t h e L or d  J es us,  b ot h  J e ws  a n d  Gr e e ks,'  
T h e  pr e a c hi n g  of  t h e g os p el  h a d  aff e ct e d  
t h e w ors hi p  of  Di a n a,  i n w h os e  h o n or  l h e 
t e m pl e of  Di a n a  h a d  b e e n  b uilt  i n E p h 
es us, a str u ct ur e c o nsi d er e d  o n e  of  t h e 
s e v e n w o n d ers  of  t h e w orl d.  T h e  r e d u c
ti o n i n t h e s al e  of  i d ols of  Di a n a  a n d  t h e 
C hristi a n  t e a c hi n g t h at t h es e i d ols w er e

n ot  w ort h y  of  w ors hi p  r es ult e d i n l h e ri ot 
r e c or d e d i n A cts  1 9: 2 3 * 4 1.

" Aft er  P a ul's  mi nistr y  at  E p h es us c a m e  
t o a  cl os e,  e vi d e n c e  i n di c at es t h at Ti m o 
t h y f or m a n y  y e ars  l e d t h e w or k  as  s u p er 
i nt e n d e nt of  t h e c h ur c h es i n t h e ar e a. 
T h er e  is r e as o n t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e A p ostl e  
J o h n  hi ms elf,  n o w  e xil e d  o n  P at m os,  h a d  
s u c c e e d e d  Ti m ot h y  as  t h e p ast or  at  l ar g e 
i n E p h es us.  It w as  t o t his c h ur c h a n d  t o 
C hristi a ns  li vi n g i n E p h es us  at  t h e cl os e  
of  t h e first c e nt ur y, s o m e t hirt y y e ars  
aft er P a ul,  t h at t h e first of  t h e s e v e n  
m ess a g es  is a d dr ess e d.' ”

S o,  w h at  di d  J es us h a v e  t o s a y t o t h e 
c h ur c h  at  E p h es us ?

T h e  s e v e n st ars w er e  pr o b a bl y  t h e 
s e v e n p ast ors,  a n d  t h e s e v e n l a m pst a n ds 
r e pr es e nt e d t h e s e v e n c h ur c h es  of  Asi a.  
S o  w e  c a n  s e e t h ai C hrist  h ol ds  u p  His  
l e a d ers hi p a n d  o bs er v es  t h e c h ur c h es  wit h  
His  pr es e n c e.  T h e  w or d  f or " h ol d "  i n t his 
c as e  m e a ns  "t o h ol d  a ut h orit ati v el y. "  If 
C hrist  is t his i n v ol v e d wit h  t h e c h ur c h,  
w e  mi g ht  w a nt  t o c o nsi d er  o ur  o w n  r el a
ti o ns hi p wit h  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  l h e p ast or.

C hrist  is n ot  o nl y  w at c hi n g  t h e c h ur c h.  
H e  is t a ki n g n ot es.  H e  h as  n oti c e d  t h eir 
h ar d  w or k,  t h eir e n d ur a n c e, a n d t h eir



T h e  c h ur c h  of  E p h e s u s

w a s  pr ai s e d  f or h er  h atr e d.
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of  di e  c h ur c h. T h e  c h ur c h h a d  l ost its 
w a y.  H e  t ells it l o g et  b a c k  o n  tr a c k a n d  
r cl u m t o di e  ol d  w a ys.  W h at  w er e  t h os e 
w a ys ?  E p h esi a ns  1: 1 5. 1 6  gi v es  us  a  g o o d  
cl u e:  " F or  t his r e as o n, e v er  si n c e  I h e ar d

d e e ds.  Il dr e w  His  s p e ci al att e nti o n  t h at 
t h e y h al e d  e vil. As  a gr o u p  of  b eli e v ers  
t h e y h a d  st a y e d  o n  t ar g et. T h e y  c h e e k e d  
o ut  t h eir l e a d ers t o s e e if w h at  lli c y h a d  t o 
s a y w as  tr ut h or  a n ot h er f a bri c ati o n of  
m a n.  T h e y  w er e  o n  t h eir t o es. It w as  als o  
o bs er v e d  t h at t h e y k e ptt o  t h e t as k a n d  di d  
n ot  b e c o m e  w e ar y.  It c a n  als o  b e  n ot e d  
t h at t h e y w or k e d  f or di e  c a us e  of  C hrist  
a n d  His  n a m e.

T hi n gs  w er e  s o u n di n g  pr ett y  g o o d  u ntil  
... J es us st art e d t al ki n g a b o ut  t h e f a ults

w a ys,  or  f oll o w di e  wi d e  p al h  t o d estr u c 
ti o n di al  t h e w orl d  pl a c es  b ef or e  us  d a y  
b y  d a y.

W h at  d o cs  J es us  k n o w  a b o ut  us ?  W h ai  
ar c  o ur  d e e ds ?  W h at  ki n d  of  w or k  ar c  w e  
d oi n g  f or Hi m  a n d t h e c h ur c h ?  Ar c  w e  
st a yi n g f aitlif ul t o di e  w or k  H e  h as  gi v e n  
t o us ?  D o  w e  r e all y h at e  t h at w hi c h  is 
e vil ?  Ar c  w e  willi n g  t o q u esti o n  o ur  l e a d
ers hi p a n d c h e c k t h e m o ut ? D o cs  t h e 
W or d  of  G o d  h a v e  its ri g htf ul pl a c e  i n o ur  
h e arts ?

T h er e  is m u c h  h ar ds hi p  f or di e  c hil d  of  
G o d  t o e n d ur e.  H e  t al ks a b o ut  p ers e v er 
a n c e b e c a us e  C hristi a nit y  is n't e as y. It 
r e q uir es f ait hf ul n ess, d e v oti o n,  c o m mit 
m e nt,  a n d  a cti o n.  Il is n ol  f or t h e f ai nt of  
h e art.

W h at  h a v e  y o u  s uff er e d f or t h e n a m e  
of  C hrist ?  M a y b e  y o u  ar e n't i n vit e d t o 
s o m e of  di e  offi c e  g ct-l o g c di crs  b e c a us e  
of  y o ur  st a n d f or C hrist.  M a y b e  y o ur  
h o n est y  h as  k e pt  y o u  fr o m b ei n g  t h e y es  
m a n  y o ur  b oss  is l o o ki n g f or. M a y b e  y o u  
h a v e  st o o d f or t h e u n p o p ul ar  c a us e  b e 
c a us e  ilis als o  C hrist's  c a us e. T h e  i m p or
t a nt t hi n g is t h at w e  st a n d  wit h  t h e Clirist,  
n ot  a g ai nst Hi m.  W e  m ust  m a k e  di al  
d e cisi o n  e v er y  d a y  of  o ur  li v es. f

D o  y o u  l o v e all t h e br c Llir c n ?  Is y o ur  
f ait h pl a nt e d i n t h e C hrist  a n d t a ki n g 
r o ot ? T his  is n ot  a n o pti o n. W e  m ust  
f oll o w C hrist  or  w e  ar c drifti n g  a w a y  
fr o m Hi m  a n d  His  i nll u c n c e.

R e p e nt  of  y o ur  si ns a n d  g et  ri g ht wit h  
G o d.  Pl a c e  y o ur  f ait h i n His  S o n  a n d  w al k  
t h e w a ys  of  t h e L or d.  O v er c o m e  si n a n d  
its i nll u c n c e i n y o ur  lif e. H at c c vil  a n d  its 
i nll u c n c e i n t h e w orl d  i n w hi c h  w e  li v e.

List e n  i o t h e C hrist,  di e  W or d  of  G o d,  
a n d  t h e S pirit  of  G o d.  H e ar  w h at  C hrist  
s a ys t o all di e  c h ur c h es.  If w e  o v er c o m e  
H e  will  gi v e  us  a  pl a c e  i n t h e p ar a dis e  of  
G o d  a n d  will  l et us  c at fr o m t h e tr e e of  
lif e. T h at's  w h at  I w a nt;  w h at  a b o ut  y o u ?

'J o h n F.  W al v o or d,  T h e  R e v el ati o n  of  J es us  
C hrist,  p.  5 1.

2 1  bi d.,  p p.  5 3, 5 4.
'I bi d., p.  5 4.  (

' M errill C.  T e n n y,  T h e  Z o n d er v a n  Pi ct ori al  
Bi bl e  Di cti o n ar y,  p.  5 8 6.

c h ur c h f at h ers of  t h e ti m e (Ir e n a e us, 
Cl e m e nt  of  Al e x a n dri a.  T crl ulli a n,  et c.).  
It pr o b a bl y  h a d  its ori gi n  i n t h e gr o u p  
c o n d e m n e d  i n R e v el ati o n. ， M

T h e  c h ur c h  of  E p h es us  w as  pr ais e d  f or 
h er  h atr e d.  D o cs  t h at s ur pris e  y o u ?  T h er e  
is a  ti m e f or h al e  i n t h e lif e of  di e  c h ur c h.  
T h e y  u n d erst o o d t h at tli c Ni c ol ait a ns  
t a u g ht t h os e t hi n gs t h at w er e  i n o p p osi 
ti o n i o G o d  a n d t h er ef or e t h e y h al e d  
t h e m.

W h at  n o w ?  C hrist  h as  s o m e  m or e  g o o d  
n e ws  f or t h e c h ur c h. If 
y o u  o v er c o m e  y o u  will  
h a v e  a  pl a c e  i n t h e p ar a 
dis e  of  G o d.  O v er c o m e  
w h at ?  T h eir  w e a k n ess es  

a n d  si n. H er e  w e  s e e a  pr e vi e w  t o R e v e 
l ati o n 2 2: 1 4- 1 6:  " Bl ess e d ar c  t h os e w h o  
w as h  t h eir r o b es, Ui at  t h e y m a y  h a v e  t h e 
ri g ht t o t h e tr e e of  lif e a n d  t h at t h e y m a y  
e nt er  tli c cit y b y  t h e g at es.  O utsi d e  ar c  t h e 

d o gs a n d s or- 
_ c er crs  a n d  f or

ni c at ors a n d  
m ur d er ers  a n d  
i d ol at ers, a n d  

e v er y  o n e  w h o  l o v es a n d  pr a cti c es  f als e
h o o d.  I, J es us,  h a v e  s e nt m y  a n g el  l o y o u  
wit h  lliis l esli m o n y f or tli c c h ur c h es.  I a m  
t h e r o ot a n d  t h e offs pri n g  of  D a vi d,  a n d  
t h e bri g ht  m or ni n g  st ar " ( T E V).

It n e e ds l o b e u n d erst o o d t h at t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is o nl y  f or l h e o v er-  
c o m cr. U nl ess  si n is o v er c o m e  a n d d e 
f e at e d b y  t h e bl o o d  of  J es us C hrist,  w e  
ar c wit h o ut  h o p e.  T h e  tr e e of  lif e is t h e 
s a m e  tr e e m e nti o n e d  i n G e n esis  2: 9: lt A n d  
o ut  of  l h e gr o u n d  t h e L o r d  G o d  m a d e  
gr o w  e v er y tr e e l h at is pl e as a nt  t o l h e 
si g ht a n d g o o d  f or f o o d, t h e tr e e of  lif e 
als o  i n t h e mi dsi  of  t h e g ar d e n,  a n d  t h e 
tr e e of  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  g o o d  a n d  e vil "  
( T E V).

P ar a dis e  will  b e  r est or e d. W h at  G o d  
i nt e n d e d i n t h e b e gi n ni n g  will  b e  p ut  
b a c k  t o g et h er a n d  w e  c a n  b e  a  p art  of  it. 
T h e  e arl y  c h ur c h  w as  gi v e n  t his o p p ort u 
nit y  a n d  it is als o  o urs.

W h er e  d o  w e  fit i n t h e bi g  pi ct ur e ?  
C hrist  still h ol ds  u p  His  m ess e n g ers  wit h  
t h e tr ut h a n d  His  w or d.  T h e  c h ur c h  ris es 
a n d  f alls i n dir e ct  r el ati o ns hi p t o its f ait h
f ul n ess t o C hrist  a n d  t h e W or d.  W e  c a n  
eit h er d e ci d e  t o f oll o w C hrist  a n d His

of  y o ur  f ait h i n l h e L or d  J esiis a n d  y o ur  
l o v e f or all G o d's  p e o pl e,  I h a v e  n ot  
st o p p e d gi vi n g  t h a n ks l o G o d  f or y o u.  I 
r e m e m b er y o u i n m y  pr a y ers "  ( T E V). 
T h e  c h ur c h  at E p h es us  h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  
f or h er  f ait h a n d  h er  l o v e f or l h e br et hr e n.  
H a d  s h e l ost t h es e i m p ort a nt el e m e nts  of  
t h e C hristi a n  w al k ?

U nl ess  t h e c h ur c h r e p e nt e d a n d r e
l u m e d t o l h e w a ys  of  G o d  s h e w as  d es 
ti n e d t o f ail a n d b e  r e m o v e d fr o m h er  
pl a c e  of  i nfl u e n c e.

W h at  w er e  l h e Ni c ol ait a ns ?  “ A  gr o u p  
of  p ers o ns  w h os e  w or ks  b ot h  t h e c h ur c h  
at  E p h es us  a n d  o ur  L or d  h at e d  ( R e v. 2: 6)  
a n d  w h os e  d o ctri n e  w as  h el d  b y  s o m e i n 
t h e P er g a m c n c  c h ur c h ( v. 1 5).  N ot hi n g  
els e f a ct u al is k n o w n  a b o ut t h e m, b ut  
s o m e h a v e  g u ess e d  t h at t h e y w er e  t h e 
f oll o w ers of  Ni c ol as  of  A nti o c h,  o n e  of  
t h e first s o- c all e d ' d e a c o ns' ( A cts 6: 5),  
b ut  t h er e is n o  e vi d e n c e f or t his. T h eir  
d o ctri n e  w as  si mil ar t o t h at of  B al a a m  
t hr o u g h w h os e  i nfl u e n c e t h e Isr a elit es 
at e  t hi n gs s a crifi c e d  t o i d ols a n d  c o m mit 
t e d f or ni c ati o n ( R e v. 2: 1 4, 1 5).  A  s e ct of  
Ni c ol ait a ns  e xist e d  a m o n g  l h e G n osti cs  
i n t h e t hir d c e nt ur y, as is k n o w n  fr o m



S m yr n a
B ei n g  Fitt e d  f or t h e Cr o w n

R e v el ati o n  2: 8- 1 1
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A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

P ast or  J o h n  T.  W el c h  
Str as b ur g,  V A

T h e  M ess a g e

T h e  diffi c ulti es  t h e C hristi a ns  f a c e d 
i n S m yr n a  ar e  w h at  C hrist  a d dr ess e d  i n 
His  m ess a g e  t o t h e m. I n His  c o m m e n d a-

T h e  C h u r c h

N o  o n e  k n o ws  f or s ur e  j ust w h e n  t h e 
g os p el first r e a c h e d S m yr n a,  b ut it's 
pr o b a bl e  t h atit c a m e fr o m E p h es us  ( A cts 
1 9: 1 0).  H o w e v er,  w e  d o  k n o w  t h at t h er e 
w as  a  gr o u p  of  b eli e v ers  f ait hf ull y m e et 
i n g i n t h at cit y. C hrist *s  f oll o w ers at  
S m yr n a  di d  n ot  h a v e  it e as y,  eit h er. At  
l e ast t w o c h ar a ct eristi cs  of  t h e cit y  m a d e  
t h e lif e of  a  C hristi a n  diffi c ult  i n S m yr n a:  
1)  it w as  a  gr e at  c e nt er  f or t h e w ors hi p  of  
C a es ar 5 ; 2)  t h er e w as  a  v er y  l ar g e J e wis h  
p o p ul ati o n  t h er e.6

I z m ar a n d is t h e s e c o n d l ar g est cit y  i n 
Asi ati c T ur k e y  ( a p pr o x. 2 5 0, 0 0 0 p e o pl e).  
If o n e  l o o ks at a m a p,  h e  w o ul d  fi n d 
Bi bli c al  S m yr n a  a b o ut  3 5  mil es  n ort h  of  
t h e cit y  of  E p h es us.  T h e  cit y  its elf h a d  a  
fi n e h ar b or  w hi c h  m a d e  it a  gr e at  tr a d e 
cit y 2  f ull of  gr e at  w e alt h  a n d  c o m m er ci al  
gr e at n ess.  T h e  cit y's  tr e m e n d o us b e a ut y 3  
g a v e  it t h e titl e 叮 h e  Gl or y  of  Asi a. * *  N ot  
o nl y  w as  S m yr n a  b e a utif ul,  b ut  it w as  
als o  a  p oliti c all y  i m p ort a nt cit y. 4

H E  MI G H T Y  NI A G A R A  
Ri v er  pl u m m ets  s o m e 1 8 0  
f e et at l h e A m eri c a n  a n d  
H ors es h o e  F alls.  B ef or e  l h e 

f alls, t h er e ar e  vi ol e nt,  a n d  t ur b ul e nt r a p
i ds. F art h er  u pstr e a m,  h o w e v er,  w h er e  
t h e ri v er's c urr e nt fl o ws m or e  g e ntl y,  
b o ats  ar e  a bl e  t o n a vi g at e.  J ust  b ef or e  l h e 
W ell a n d  Ri v er  e m pti es  i nt o t h e Ni a g ar a,  
a p e d estri a n  w al k w a y  s p a ns t h e ri v er. 
P ost e d  o n  t his bri d g e's  p yl o ns  is a  w ar n 
i n g si g n  f or all  b o at ers:  D O  Y O U  H A V E  
A N  A N C H O R ?  f oll o w e d b y  D O  Y O U  
K N O W  H O W  T O  U S E  I T ?

u F ait h,  li k e L h e  c a p a cit y  t o a n c h or  a  
b o at,  is s o m et hi n g w e  n e e d  t o d e v el o p  
a n d  us e  b ef or e  a  c at a c ^ ys m.,, I

I n His  m ess a g e  t hr o u g h J o h n l o t h e 
C hristi a ns  at  S m yr n a  ( R e v. 2: 8- 1 1),  C hrist  
e n c o ur a g e d  His  b eli e v ers  t ou b ef aii hf ur  
e v e n  if it m e a nt  t h eir li v es. H o w  c a n  w e  
as i n di vi d u als a n d as a  c h ur c h  d e v el o p  
s u c h  a  f ait h i n o ur  o w n  li v es ? T o  fi n d o ut,  
l et's l o o k at t his u ni q u e  m ess a g e  t o a  
u ni q u e  c h ur c h.

T h e  Cit y

T h e  cit y of  S m yr n a  is pr es e nt- d a y
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w o ul d n't  d o  l h at s o t h e y w er e  u n d er  fir e 
a n d  f a c e d tri b ul ati o n.

S e c o n d,  t h e y f a c e d t h e pr ess ur e  of  
fi n a n ci al p o v ert y.  H o w e v er,  i n His  c o m 
m e n d ati o n  C hrist  c o ntr asts  t h eir l a c k of

T h e  L ess o n

W h at  w or ds  of  e n c o ur a g e m e nt!  T h er e  
ar c  s o m a n y  d e m a n ds  f or t h e c h ur c h t o

c o nf o n n  t o a n d  a c c e pt  t h e i m a g es of  t h e 
w orl d  ( h o m os e x u alit y, a b orti o n, illi cit 
c o h a bit ati o n,  f o nii c aii o n, a d ult er y,  pr es 
ti g e, p o w er,  m at eri alis m  J ust t o n a m e  a  
f e w). W c  as c h ur c h es a n d i n di vi d u als

L h cir  e n e mi es  us e d  a g ai nst  t h e m ( d e at h) 
c o ul d  n ot  r o b t h e m of  w h at  C hrist  pr o m 
is e d t h e m (t h e cr o w n of  lif e) if lli c y 
st a y e d f ait hf ul.

Fi n all y,  C hrist  c h all e n g es  t h e b eli e v 
ers  at  S m yr n a  b y  s a yi n g, “ H e  w h o  o v er 
c o m es s h all n ot  b e  h url  b y  t h e s e c o n d  
d e at h "  ( R e v. 2: 1  l b, N A S B).  C hrist  r eit
er at es  His  c o u ns el  t o t h e m. "If  y o u  o v er 
c o m e t h e tri als a n d tri b ul ati o ns f a ci n g 
y o u,  t h e s e c o n d d e at h,  t h e l a k e of  fir e, 
c a n n ot  h url  y o u. "

S u p p osi n g  w c  r ais e d o ur  st a n d ar ds 
a n d  sl o p p e d  o ur  c o m pr o mis es ?  S u p p os 
i n g w c  pr o cl ai m e d  o ur  m ess a g e  a n d  
ti g ht e n e d o ur  dis ci pli n e  wit h  l o v e b ut  
wit h o ut  f e ar ? I will  t ell y o u  t h e r es ult: 
t h e c h ur c h w o ul d  s uff er. T h er e  w o ul d  
b e  a n  o ut cr y.  W c  s h o ul d b e  c all e d  p uri 
t a ni c al, Vi ct ori a n,  ol d-f as hi o n e d,  u n 
pr a cti c al,  ri gi d. I n d e e d, e v er y  i m a gi n
a bl e  d er o g at or y  e pit h et  w o ul d  b e  c all e d  
i nt o s er vi c e of  t h e u n b eli e vi n g  w orl d,  
a n d  t h e C h ur c h  w o ul d  a g ai n fi n d its elf 
w h er e  it b el o n gs —  utsi d c  t h e g at e,  a n d  
i n t h e wil d er n ess.

I a m  n ot  a d v o c ati n g  a  h ars h  l o v el ess
n ess  t o w ar ds t h e w e a k,  t h e si nf ul or  t h e 
p e nit e nt.  N or  a m I r e c o m m e n di n g l h at

' P a ul A d a ms,  L e a d ers hi p , S u m m er  1 9 9 2,  
V ol.  VII,  N o.  3  ( C ar ol Str e a m,  I L: C hristi a nit y  
T o d a y,  I n c.), p.  4 7.

2 Willi ai n  B ar cl a y.  L eit ers  t o t h e S e v e n  
C h ur c h es.  ( P hil a d el p hi a: Tli c  W csl mi nst cr  
Pr ess,  1 9 5 7),  p.  2 9.

'I bi d.
4 1  hi d.,  p.  3 0.
， I bi d., p.  3 1.
I bi d., p.  3 5.
[J o h n R.  W.  St ott,  W h at  C hrist  T hi n ks  oft h e  

C h ur c h  ( L o n d o n: L utt er w ort h  Pr ess,  1 9 5 8), p p.  
4 4, 4 5.

m a y  e v e n  f a c e tri b ul ati o ns as  a  r es ult of  
t h es e pr ess ur es  t o c o nf o n n. If w e  d o,  
pr ais e  t h e L or d!  U nf orl u n at cl y,  t his is 
n ot  oft e n  t h e c as e.

I w as  c h all e n g e d  b y  t h e w or ds  of  J o h n  
St olt  i n his  b o o k.  W h at  C hrist  T hi n ks  of  
t h e C h ur c h.  H e  wr ot e.

li o n t o t h e c h ur c h  at  S m yr n a  C hrist  s ai d,  
* 7  k n o w  y o ur  tri b ul ati o n a n d  y o ur  p o v 
ert y ( h ut y o u ar e  ri c h), a n d  t h e bl as 
p h e m y  b y  t h os e w h o  s a y t h e y ar e  J e ws  
a n d  ar c  n ot,  b ut  ar e  a  s y n a g o g u e of  
S at mr  ( R e v. 2: 9,  N A S B).

T h e  c h ur c h  at  S m yr n a  f a c e d pr ess ur es  
fr o m v ari o us  dir e cti o ns.  First,  b e c a us e  of  
tli c i d ol w ors hi p  t h at l o o k pl a c e  i n t h e 
cit y  t h e C hristi a ns  f a c e d t h e pr ess ur es  of  
c o nf or mi n g  t o s o ci et y's  h e at h e nisti c  rit u
als.  O n e  f or m of  i d ol atr y w as  t h at of  t h e 
w ors hi p  of  C a es ar.  E a c h  p ers o n  w as  t o 
s pri n kl e i n c e ns e i n a  fir e t h at w as  b ur n 
i n g b ef or e  a  b ust  of  t h e e m p er or  a n d  c all  
C a es ar  L or d.  O b vi o usl y  t h e C hristi a ns

m at eri al  w e alt h  t o t h eir a b u n d a n c e of  
s pirit u al w e alt h.  T h e y  m a y  n ot  h a v e  b e e n  
fi n a n ci all y ri c h, b ut  t h e y w er e  s pirit u all y 
st a bl e.

T hir d  a n d fi n al, C hrist  m e nti o ns  t h e 
pr ess ur e  of  bl as p h e m y t h e c h ur c h at  
S m yr n a  f a c e d fr o m t h e J e wis h p o p ul a 
ti o n. T h e  J e ws w er e  d oi n g  t h eir b est  t o 
d estr o y  t h e c h ur c h at S m yr n a.  T his  is 
w h y  C hrist  c all e d  t h e m “ g  s y n a g o g u e  of  
S at a n  y

A mi dst  t h e tr o u bl es t h e c h ur c h  f a c e d, 
C hrist  c o u ns el e d  t h e m wit h  t h es e w or ds:  
“ D o  n ot  f e ar w h at  y o u  ar e  a b o ut  t o s uf
f er. B e h ol d,  t h e d e vil  is a b o ut  t o c ast  
s o m e  of  y o u  i nt o pris o n,  t h at y o u  n ui y  b e  
t est e d, a n d  y o u  will  h a v e  tri b ul ati o n t e n 
d a ys.  B e  f ait hf ul u ntil  d e at h,  a n d  I will  
gi v e  y o u  t h e cr o w n of  lif e " ( R e v. 2: 1 0,  
N A S B).  S o m e  s ort of  tri b ul ati o n w as  
f a ci n g t h e m, b ut  C hrist  s ai d n ot  t o b e  
afr ai d. If t h e y st a y e d f ait hf ul t o Hi m  
( e v e n if it c ost t h e m t h eir li v es) t h e y 
w o ul d  r e c ei v e "t h e  cr o w n  of  lif e： ' W h al

w c  c o urt  o p p ositi o n  wit h  r as h a n d  f o ol
is h i n dis cr eti o n. I a m  si m pl y  s u g g esti n g 
( h al w e  s h o ul d  n ot  c o m  pr o m  is c o n  cl e ar,  
m or al  a n d s pirit u al iss u es. I a m j ust 
s a yi n g t h at w e  s h o ul d f a c e t his f a ct,w  
n a m el y,  t h at if w c  d o  n ot  s uff er i( is 
pr o b a bl y  b e c a us e  w c  c o m pr o mis e  a n d  
t h at if w c  d o  n ot  c o m pr o mis e  w c  c er 
t ai nl y s h all s uff er. 7

T h e  q u esti o n  w e  m ust  f a c e Ui c nis  t his: 
“ Ar c  w c  as  i n di vi d u als, c h ur c h es,  a n d  a  
d e n o mi n ati o n  s uff eri n g, or  ar c  w c  c o m 
pr o misi n g ?''  C hristi a ns  ar c  n ot  pr o mis e d  
a n  e as y  lif e. As  a  m att er  of  f a ct, w c  ar e  
pr o mis e d  t h e o p p osit e  (J o h n 1 5: 2 0).  W c  
n e e d  l o r e ali z e t h at s uff eri n g is a  p art  of  

t h e lif e of  a  C hristi a n  ( 1 P ct.  4: 1 2-  
1 9).  I b eli e v e  t his r e ali z ati o n will  
l e a d us  l o t h e pr o p er  attit u d e  t o
w ar ds  s uff eri n g―  o y  (J as. 1: 2- 4).

W h e n  w e  f a c e t h e pr ess ur es  of  
t h e w orl d,  w e  m ust  st a n d u p a g ai nst  
t h e m. T h e  r e w ar d is t o o gr e at  l o p ass  u p  
if w c  d o  n ot.  T h e  w o n d erf ul  t hi n g a b o ut  
o v er c o mi n g  t h es e pr ess ur es  is di al  J es us  
h as  alr e a d y  d o n e  t h e fi g hti n g f or us.  H e  

s ai d i n J o h n 1 6: 3 3,  
" T h es e  t hi n gs I h a v e  
s p o k e n  t o y o u,  t h at i n ■  ‘ 
M e  y o u m a y  h a v e  
p e a c e.  I n t h e w orl d  

y o u  h a v e  tri b ul ati o ns, h ut  t a k e c o ur a g e;  
/ h a v e  o v er c o m e  t h e w orl ds  L et  us  t a k e 
c o ur a g e i n J es us C hrist  n o  m att er  w h at  
w c  f a c e i n lif e.

A g ai n,  J es us pr o mis e d,  “ B 。 f ait hf ul 
u ntil  d e  at  h,  a n d  / will  gi v e  y o u  t h e cr o w n  
of  lif e： ' Ar c  y o u  b ei n g  fill e d f or y o ur  
cr o w n  t o d a y ?
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A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

P er g a m os
R e v el ati o n  2: 1 2- 1 7
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T
b y  P ast or  G or d o n  L a n dr y  
Or e g o n,  I L

t o t h e di vi di n g  as u n d er  of  s o ul a n d  s pirit, 
a n d of  t h e j oi nts a n d m arr o w,  a n d is a  
dis c c m er  of  t h e t h o u g hts a n d i nt e nts of  
t h e h e art. "  A  t w o e d g e d s w or d c uts t w o 
w a ys:  it c a n p ar e  off  a n y u n pr o d u cti v e  
br a n c h es  s o t h e ot h ers  c a n  pr o d u c e  m or e  
fr uit, or  it c a n  si m pl y d estr o y.

V ers e  1 3  of  o ur  t e xt s h o ws  L h al  J es us  is 
a w ar e  of  e v er yt hi n g  g oi n g  o n  i n t his c h ur c h  
( as w ell  as  i n t h e ot h er  c h ur c h es).  T h o u g h  
S at a n's  s e at w as  i n P er g a m os,  a n d  S at a n  
d w ell e d  t h er e ( d e pi cti n g t h e utt er  d e pr a v 
it y of  t h e i nfl u e n c es a b o u n di n g  wit hi n  t h e 
s o ci et y),  t h er e w er e  still  s o m e  g o o d  t hi n gs 
t h at c o ul d  b e  s ai d  f or t h e c h ur c h  its elf. Its 
w or ks  w er e  g o o d,  J es us * n a m e  w as  h el d  
f ast, a n d His  f ait h w as  n ot  d e ni e d.  O n e  
m e m b er,  A n  Li p as,  h a d  b e e n  m art yr e d,  a n d  
t h at's as  m u c h  as  w e  k n o w.  S p e c ul ati o n  is 
t h at h e  w as  kill e d  b y  a  m o b  t h at w as  u ps et  
wit h  hi m  f or s o m e r e as o n ( p er h a ps as  a n  
e arli er  m o b  w as  u ps et  wit h  St e p h e n,  A cts  
7: 5 1- 6 0),  b ut  n ot hi n g  i n H ol y  Writ  e x 
pl ai ns  t h e r e as o ns f or his  m art yr d o m.

" B ut  I h a v e  a  f e w t hi n gs a g ai nst  t h e e " 
( v. 1 4)  s h o ws  t h e ot h er  si d e  of  t h e c oi n.  " A  
f e w t hi n gs " m a y  p ossi bl y  i n di c at e t o us  
t h at t h e pr o bl e ms  w er e  n ot  l o o s e v er e,  b ut  
t h e o p p osit e  is tr u e. T h er e  m a y  n ot  h a v e  
b e e n  a  gr e at  z nsi b er  of  "t hi n gs "  J es us  h a d  
a g ai nst  t his c h ur c h,  b ut  t h os e H e  di d  s e e 
w er e  o utr a g e o us.  H e  t hr e at e n e d r etri b u
ti o n if t h e c h ur c h di d  n ot  i m pr o v e its 
s pirit u alit y. llT h e  d o ctri n e  of  B al a a m *'  ( v. 
1 4)  a n d  "t h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e Ni c ol a h a ns "  
( v. 1 5)  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e s a m e  d o ctri n e.

H E  T HI R D  M E S S A G E  of  
t h e ris e n C hrist  t o t h e 
c h ur c h es of  Asi a  w as  a d 
dr ess e d  t o "t h e a n g el of  t h e 

c h ur c h  i n P er g a m os. "  Littl e  is k n o w n  of  
t h e ori gi n  of  t his c h ur c h.  Tli o u g h  P a ul,  o n  
his  t hir d missi o n ar y  j o ur n e y, tr a v el e d i n 
t h e vi ci nit y,  t h er e is n o  i n di c ati o n t h at h e  
w e nt  t hr o u g h P er g a m os.

T h e  t o w n of  B er g a m a,  T ur k e y,  is n e ar  
tli esit e of t h e ol d vill a g e of P er g a m os.  It's 
a b o ut  2 0  mil es  i nl a n d fr o m t h e A e g e a n  
S e a,  a n d  is sit u at e d  j ust t o t h e n ort h  of  t h e 
B a kir  Ri v er.  A n  ol d  tr a diti o n s a ys t h at 
p ar c h m e nt  (s h e e p a n d g o al  s ki ns pr e 
p ar e d  t o b e  us e d  as  writi n g  m at eri al)  w as  
p erf e ct e d h er e, a n d gi v e n t h e n a m e  
p er  g a m e  n a.  T h e  t o w n li br ar y is s ai d t o 
h a v e  c o nt ai n e d 2 0 0, 0 0 0  v ol u m es,  s o it 
s e e ms t o h a v e  b e e n  a  pl a c e  gi v e n  t o e d u 
c ati o n.  B ut  t h e e d u c ati o n  m ust  h a v e  b e e n  
l ar g el y li b er al, f or i d ol atr y a b o u n d e d,  as  
di d  s e x u al  si ns,  a n d  t h e t o w ns p e o pl e ( a n d 
e vi d e ntl y  m a n y  i n t h e c h ur c h)  a c c e pt e d  
t his b e h a vi or  as  n or m al.

J es us w as  pi ct ur e d  i n t h e first c h a pt er  
of  R e v el ati o n  as  h a vi n g  a  n u m b er  of  r at h er 
str a n g e attri b ut es,  a n d  fr o m t h es e attri b 
ut es  at  l e ast o n e  is c h os e n  t o s h o w  t o e a c h  
of  t h e s e v e n c h ur c h es.  T o  t h e c h ur c h  at  
P er g a m os  H e  is s h o w n  as  h a vi n g  a  m o ut h  
o ut  of  w hi c h  pr o c e e d e d  a s h ar p s w or d 
wit h  t w o e d g es.  A n d  t his r e mi n ds us  i m
m e di at el y  of  H e br e ws  4: 1 2:  " T h e  w or d  of  
G o d  is q ui c k,  a n d  p o w erf ul,  a n d  s h ar p er 
t h a n a n y  t w o e d g e d s w or d, pi er ci n g  e v e n
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I n ot h er  w or ds,  t h e Ni c ol ait a ns  m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  f oll o wi n g a n d pr o m oti n g  t h e d o c 
tri n e of  B al a a m.

B al a a m  w as  a  pr o p h et,  e vi d e ntl y,  b ut  
n ot  ail  Isr a elit e. H e  w as  pr o b a bl y  a  Mi d-  
ia nil e ( N u m. 3 1: 7,  8).  a d es c e n d a nt  of  
A  br ail  a m fr o m his  wif e  K et ur a h  ( G e n. 
2 5: 1, 2).  B al a a m  w as  c o nt a ct e d  b y  B al a k,  
ki n g  of  M o a b,  i o c urs e  t h e tri b es of  Isr a el 
w h o  w er e  n e ari n g  t h e J or d a n Ri v er  o n  
t h eir tr e k t o t h e Pr o mis e d  L a n d.  T h e  el d 
ers  of  M o a b  a n d  Mi di a n  w h o  a p pr o a c h e d  
B al a a m  wit h  B al a k's  pr o p ositi o n  br o u g ht  
wit h  Ui c m  "t h e r e w ar ds of  di vi n ati o n' *  
( N u m. 2 2: 7).  T o  B al a a m's  cr e dit,  h e  s ai d 
t o t h e e miss ari es,  * iril h a v e  t o c h e c k  wit h  
G o d  b ef or e  I c a n  gi v e  y o u  a n a ns w er. "  
A n d  G o d  s ai d, " N o. "

B ut  B al a k  w as  a  p ersist e nt  ki n g,  a n d  h e  
s e nt s e v er al pri n c es  b a c k  t o B al a a m  wit h  
a  c o u nt er  off er:  "I  will  pr o m ot e  l h e c u nt o  
v er y  gr e at  h o n o ur,  a n d  I will  d o  w h ats o 
e v er  t h o u s a y est  u nt o  m e:  c o m e  t h er ef or e, 
I pr a y  di c e,  c urs e  m e  t his p e o pl e "  ( v. 1 7).

t h c c hil dr c n of  Isr a el, t hr o u g h t h e c o u ns el  
of  B al a a m,  t o c o m mit  tr es p ass a g ai nst  t h e 
L o r d  i n t h e m att er  of  P e or,  a n d  t h er e w as  
a  pl a g u e  a m o n g  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n  of  t h e 
L o r d . N o w  t h er ef or e kill e v er y m al e  
a m o n g t h e littl e o n es, a n d kill e v er y  
w o m a n  t h at h at h  k n o w n  m a n  b y  l yi n g 
wit h  hi m "  ( 3 1: 7- 1 7).

It w as  n o  littl e si n  o n  di e  p art oft h c c o n-  
gr e g ati o n  at  P er g a m os  t o h ol d  t o 山 c  d o c 
tri n e of  B al a a m.  I d ol atr y a n d  f or ni c ati o n 
( w hi c h oft e n  w e nt  h a n d  i n h a n d)  r es ult e d 
fr o m t h at d o ctri n e  w hi c h,  i n o ur  m o d er n  
li n g o, w o ul d  d e m a n d,  "If  it f e els g o o d,  d o  
it! " ( R e v. 2: 1 4.)  T his  w as  t h e st u m bli n g- 
bl o c k,  t h e d o ctri n e,  if y o u  will. of B al a a m.  
T h e  Ni c ol ait a ns  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c a usi n g  
h a v o c  a m o n g  t h e m e m b ers  of  t h e c h ur c h  
b y  t elli n g t h e m di al  t h e ol d  w a ys  of  i d ol a
tr y a n d  t e m pl e pr ostit uti o n  w er e n't  s o  b a d  
aft er  all;  t h e y c o ul d  slill b e  g o o d  c h ur c h  
m e m b ers  a n d i n d ul g e t h e ms el v es wit h  
t h e ot h er  citi z e ns  of  t h e cit y.  Di d  A nli p as  
d e n o u n c e  t h os e si ns ? Is t h at w h y  h e  w as  
sl ai n ?  W h at e v er  t h e d o ctri n e  of  tli c Ni c o 
l ait a ns, J es us s ai d of  it,u I h al e  it " ( v. 1 5).

W e,ll  n ot  g o  t hr o u g h t h e w h ol e  st or y, b ut  
it w as  i n l h e c o urs e  of  B al a a m's  tr yi n g t o 
b al a n c e  his  gr e e d  wit h  o b e yi n g  G o d *s  
W or d  t h at P et er  s ai d h e  "l o v e d  t h e w a g es  
of  u nri g ht e o us n ess;  b ut  w as  r e b u k e d f or 
his  i ni q uit y: l h e d u m b  ass  s p e a ki n g wit h  
m a n's  v oi c e  f or b a d t h e m a d n ess  of  t h e 
pr o p h et''  ( 2 P et.  2: 1 5, 1 6).  D uri n g  t h e 
Li m e  B al a k  w as  i nsisti n g l h at B al a a m c urs e  
Isr a el, t h e pr o p h et  utt er e d  t h es e m ar v el 
o us  pr o p h eti c  w or ds,  ,lI s h all s e e  hi m,  b ut  
n ot  n o w:  I s h all b e h ol d  hi m,  b ut  n ot  ni g h:  
t h er e s h all c o m e  a  St ar  o ut  of  J a c o b, a n d  
a  S c e ptr e  s h all ris e o ut  of  Isr a el... . O ut of  
J a c o b s h all c o m e  h e  t h at s h all h a v e  d o 
mi ni o n "  ( N u m. 2 4: 1 7- 1 9).  Als o  i n L h e  
c o nt e xt  of  s e e ki n g  t o c urs e  Isr a el ar c  t h es e 
w or ds  of B al a a m  w hi c h  u nf ort u n at el y  di d  
n ot  c o m e  t o p ass:  * * L el  m e  di e  t h e d e at h  of  
t h e ri g ht e o us, a n d  l et m y  l ast e n d  b e  li k e 
his! "  ( 2 3: 1 0.)

W h e n  B al a k  s a w t h at B al a a m  w o ul d  
n ot  ( c o ul d n ot)  c urs e  Isr a el, h e  tri e d t o 
s e n d  hi m  h o m e,  a n d  s ai d  t o hi m:  "I  t h o u g ht 
t o pr o m ot e  l h e c u nt o  gr e at  h o n o ur;  b ut,  l o, 
t h e L o r d  h at h  k e pi  t h e e b a c k  fr o m h o n o ur' *

aft er His  birt h — " E m m a n u el " ( M att. 
1: 2 3) — b ut  t his w o ul d  b e  u nli k el y  if e a c h  
n a m e  is diff er e nt.

" C hrisli a ns "  t o d a y ar c  n ot  v er y  diff er 
e nt  fr o m t h os e of  t h e w orl d.  W e  all w a nt  
o ur  s h ar e of  t his w orl d's  g o o ds,  as di d  
B al a a m  a n d  t h os e of  P er g a m os  w h o  a d 
h er e d  t o his  d o ctri n e  t h at t h e e n d  j ustifi es 
t h e m e a ns.  W h e n  B al a a m's  a d vi c e  t o o k 
h ol d  a n d  f or ni c ati o n r a g e d o ut  of  c o ntr ol  
i n L h e  c a m p  of  Isr a el, P hi n e h as,  gr a n ds o n  
of  A ar o n,  gr a b b e d a j a v eli n, f oll o w e d 
Zi mri  a n d C o z bi  i nt o a t e nt, a n d llir ust 
t h e m t hr o u g h w hil e  t h e y w er e  e n g a g e d  i n 
u nl a wf ul  i nt er c o urs e. Zi mri  w as  a n  Isr a
elit e;  C o z bi  w as  a  Mi di a nit e  w o m a n.  T his  
s a d st or y is r e c or d e d i n N u m b ers  2 5.  W e  
n e e d  t o r e m e m b er t h at J es us h as  a  s h ar p 
s w or d t h at c uts  i n t w o dir e cti o ns,  a n d  w e  
c a n us e  t h at s a m e s w or d— t h e W or d  of  
G o d — t o sli c e  t hr o u g h t h e s pirit u al f or ni
c ati o n  t h at r a g es 'r o u n d t h e c h ur c h  t o d a y, 
a n d t o o oft e n  l o d g es t h er ei n. W e  n e e d  
m or e  p e o pl e  li k e P hi n c h as,  of  w h o m  
s ai d, " P hi n c h as  ... h at h  t ur n e d m y  wr at h

(Pl e as e  t ur n t o p a g e  1 2)

( 2 4: 1 1). Aft er  B al a a m  l eft t h e pr es e n c e  of  
B aJ a k  a n d  r el u m e d h o m e,  B al a k's  w or ds  
m ust  h a v e  g all e d  hi m.  H e  fi n all y hit  o n  a  
s ol uti o n. L o vi n g  "t h e  w a g es  of  u nri g ht c-  
o us n ess, "  h e  d e ci d e d  t o c o u ns el  B al a k  t o 
g et  t h e w o m e n  of  M o a b  a n d Mi di a n  t o 
t e m pt t h e m e n  of  Isr a el'' wit h  t h eir wil es "  
( 2 5: 1 8), w hi c h  t h e y o b e di e ntl y  di d.  T h os e  
w h o m  G o d  w o ul d  n ot  all o w B al a a m  t o 
c urs e  b e c a us e  t h e y w er e  His  p e o pl e  s u b 
mitt e d  t o t h e i ntri g u es of  di e  fl es h, a n d  n ot  
o nl y  di d  t h e y " c o m mit w h or e d o m  wiili  
t h e d a u g ht ers  of  M o a b, "  b ut t h e y als o  
" b o w e d  d o w n  t o t h eir g o ds "  ( v v. 1, 2).  As  
a  r es ult 2 4, 0 0 0  Isr a elit es di e d  i n a  pl a g u e  
s e nt u p o n  t h e m b y  t h eir f ors a k e n G o d.  I n 
a  l at er b aili e  wit h  Mi di aii,  Isr a el's w arri 
ors  "sl e w  all  t h e m al es.  A n d  t h e y sl e w  t h e 
ki n gs  of  Mi di a n ...: B al a a m  als o  t h e s o n 
of B e or  t h e y sl e w  wit h  t h e s w or d. A n d  t h e 
c hil dr e n  of  Isr a el t o o k all t h e w o m e n  of  
Mi di a n  c a pti v es,  a n d  t h eir littl e o n es. ... 
A n d  M os es  s ai d  u nt o  t h e m, H a v e y e  s a v e d 
all  t h e w o m e n  ali v e ?  B e h ol d,  t h es e c a us e d

T h e  c ul mi n ati o n  of  tli c st or y f or t h e 
i n d ul g e nt w o ul d  b e  t h at J es us will  fi g ht 
t h e m witli  L h e  s w or d of  His  m o ut h —  
p er h a ps  a  q ui c k  r etri b uti o n at  t h e ti m e 
w or ds  w er e  s p o k e n, a n d  Hi e  j u d g m e nt t ow  
et er n al  d e at h  at l h e gr e at  j u d g m e nt d a y.  
“ Wit h  t h e br e at h  of  his  li ps s h all h e  sl a y 
t h e wi c k e d "  (Is a. 1 1 : 4).

J es us' fi n al m ess a g e  t o tli c c h ur c h  al  
P er g a m os,  as t o t h e oili er  si x c h ur c h es,  
w as  a n  c n c o ur a g c ni c nl  t o c o nti n u e  f ailli- 
f ul a n d  a  r e w ar d will  b e  f ort h c o mi n g. T h e  
" hi d d e n m a n n a "  s h o ws tli at J es us, b e 
c a us e  G o d,s  p o w er  r ests u p o n  Hi m,  c a n  
gi v elif e ct c m al  t o t h e f ait hf ul. T h e'' w hit e  
st o n e "  m a y  r ef er t o a c c e pt a n c e  or  a  j u d g
m e nt  t o u l ct li v e, " as  s o m eti m es  o c c urr e d,  
w h er e as  a  bl a c k  st o n e w o ul d  m e a n  c o n 
d e m n ati o n  a n d  d e at h.  T h e  n a m e  writt e n  
o n  t h e st o n e pr es e nts  a  p u z zl e,  si n c e e v 
er y o n e w h o  r e c ei v es a st o n e s e e ms t o 
h a v e  a  n a m e  o n  it k n o w n  o nl y  l o hi m.  It 
h as  b e e n  s u g g est e d  t h at L h e  n a m e  c o ul d  b e  
t h at of J es us  w hi c h  w as  n e v er  us e d  of Hi m
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A
b y  P ast or  Al a n  C ai n  
P elz er,  S C

S  W E  M A K E  O U R  W A Y  
d o w n  t h e p at h  t hr o u g h t h e 
s e v e n c h ur c h es of  R e v el a 
ti o n w e  c o m e  a cr oss  o n e  of  

t h e l e ast- k n o w n citi es of  all, T h y atir a.  
Y et,  w e  fi n d t h e l o n g est l ett er writt e n  t o 
t his u nf a mili ar  c h ur c h  a n d  cit y.  T his  l a c k 
of  k n o wl e d g e  m a k es  t h e i nt er pr et ati o n a  
littl e m or e  diffi c ult,  b ut  t h e tr ut hs t h at ar e  
cl e arl y  e vi d e nt  ar e  of  gr e at  si g nifi c a n c e  
t o I 
w e

t h e c h ur c h t o d a y. F or  i n t his c h ur c h  
:fi n d n ot  e xt er n al p ers e c u b o n  b ut  

i nt er n al d e c a y,  br o u g ht  o n  b y  a  d esir e  t o 
fit i n b ett er  wit h  t h e w orl d.

S o m e  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut t h e cit y of  
T h y atir a  is n e e d e d  i n or d er  t o b ett er  
u n d erst a n d  t his l ess o n. T h y atir a  is a  cit y  
i n Asi a  sit u at e d b et w e e n  t h e C ai c us  a n d  
H er m us  v all e ys.  T his  cit y w as  o n  t h e 
r o a d fr o m P er g a m u m  i o S ar dis  a n d,  b e 
c a us e  of  its l o c ati o n, w as  a  tr a di n g c e n 
t er. O n e  of  t h e i m p ort a nt bits  of  b a c k 
gr o u n d  a b o ut  T h y atir a  is t h at it h a d  a  
gr e at  n u m b er  of  u ni o ns  or  g uil ds,  s o m e 
of  t h es e w er e  i n w o ol,  l e at h er, li n e n, 
br o n z e,  d y ers,  p ott ers,  b a k ers,  a n d  sl a v e  
d e al ers.  T h es e  w or k ers'  g uil ds  b asi c all y  
c o ntr oll e d  t h e e c o n o m y i n T h y atir a.

I al w a ys  m ar v el,  w h e n  r e a di n g S cri p 
t ur e, t o s e e t h e d eli c at e  b al a n c e  b et w e e n  
j u d g m e nt a n d  gr a c e,  a n d  t his p ass a g e  is 
n o  diff er e nt.  W e  fi n d i n t h e i ntr o d u ct or y 
st at e m e nt t o t h e c h ur c h of  T h y atir a  a  
d es cri pti o n  of  J es us t h at h as  i n h er e nt i n 
it a  w ar ni n g,  u  ... t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w h o  
h as  e y es  li k e a  fl a m e of  fir e, a n d  w h os e

f e et ar e li k e b ur nis h e d  br o n z e "  ( R e v. 
2: 1 8 b,  R S V).  T his  p hr as e  ti ps us  off  i m
m e di at el y  t h at t his will  b e  n o  j o y ri d e f or 
t his c h ur c h.  T h e  e y es  of  fl a mi n g fir e ar e  
s y m b ols  of  C hrist's  a bilit y  t o s e e e x a ctl y  
w h at  is t a ki n g pl a c e,  a n d His  a bilit y t o 
pi er c e  t h e m wit h  t h eir si n. T h e  f e et li k e 
br o n z e  s h o w t h at t h e L or d  h as  n o  i nt e n
ti o n of  b ei n g  m o v e d  or  s w a y e d  fr o m w h at  
H e  is a b o ut  t o d o.  Y et,  w e  als o  s e e t h at 
J es us g a v e  t h e o p p ort u nit y  t o r e p e nt ( v. 
2 1).

W e  fi n d, t h e n, i n v ers e  1 9 a bit  of  
pr ais e  t o t h e c h ur c h  i n g e n er al  a b o ut  its 
g o o d  w or ks.  T his  t y p e of  pr ais e  s h o ul d  
n ot  b e  o v erl o o k e d  t o o q ui c kl y.  W or ks  of  
l o v e, f ait h, s er vi c e, a n d p ati e n c e  h a d 
i n cr e as e d fr o m t h e ti m e of  t h e ori gi n  of  
t his c h ur c h.  T h at  t y p e of  gr o wt h  is gr e atl y  
t o b e  d esir e d,  f or t o o oft e n  a  c h ur c h  will  
b e  c o nt e nt t o st a y w h er e  it st art e d.

B ut  t h e pr ais e  q ui c kl y  t ur ns t o c o n 
d e m n ati o n  t o w ar d a  p arti c ul ar  gr o u p  of  
p e o pl e  wit hi n  t h e c h ur c h — t h os e w h o  
t ol er at e t h e t e a c hi n g of  o n e  c all e d  J e z e
b el.  I f e el it is s af e t o ass u m e t h at t his 
w o m a n's  n a m e  is a ct u all y  n ot  J e z e b el,  
b ut  is a n  a pt  titl e t h at t h e L or d  as cri b es  
t o h er  b e c a us e  of  h er  a cti o ns.  T h e  ori gi 
n al  J e z e b el i n 1 Ki n gs  1 8  w as  t h e e vil  
wif e  of  A h a b  w h o  br o u g ht  t o t h eir 
m arri a g e  a n d c o u ntr y t h e w ors hi p  of  
B a al.  A h a b's  wif e  w o ul d  h a v e b e e n  
c o nt e nt  t o h a v e  t h e w ors hi p  of  J e h o v a h 
as  w ell  as  B a al  u ntil  s h e r e ali z e d t h at t h e 
f oll o w ers of  J e h o v a h w o ul d  n ot  all o w

z
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t h at, a n d  s h e h a d  m a n y  of  t h e m sl ai n.
W e  fi n d t h e s a m e t a ki n g pl a c e  wit h  

t his w o m a n  e ntitl e d  J e z e b el,  w h o  cl ai m e d  
t o b e  i n t h e C hristi a n  f ell o ws hi p. S h e  
a p p ar e ntl y e n c o ur a g e d c o m bi ni n g t h e 
w ors hi p  of  G o d  wit h  t h at of  f als e Gr e e k  
g o ds.  J e z e b el w as  b e g uili n g  t h e s er v a nts

of  C hrist  t o d o  t w o t hi n gs: 1)  t o pr a cti c e  
i m m or alit y, a n d  2)  i o c al  m e al  off er e d  t o 
i d ols. T his  is w h er e  o ur  b a c k gr o u n d  
m at eri al  c o m es i nt o pl a y.

A g ai n,  b e c a us e  of  t h e s p ars e i nf o mi a-

f or ni c ati o n wit h  h er.  H o w  m a n y  " C hris 
ti a n " m e n  w o ul d  j u m p at  t h e c h a n c e ?  B ut  
J os e p h  s ai d  t o h er,  " H o w ... c a n  I d o  t his 
gr e at  wi c k e d n ess,  a n d  si n a g ai nst  G o d ? "  
( G e n. 3 9: 9.)  O h,  t h at w e  h a d  m or e  m e n  
wit h  t h e st a mi n a of  J os e p h!

W e  m ust  n ot  f or g et t h at t h e f a ct t h at 
" e v er y b o d y's  d oi n g  it " w as  n o  e x c us e  f or 
t h e br et hr e n  at  P er g a m os  t o i n d ul g e t h eir 
fl es hl y d esir es.  J es us l o o k e d as k a n c e  at  
L h e  i d ol atr y a n d  d e b a u c h er y  of  t h os e w h o  
u p h el d  t h e d o ctri n e  of  B al a a m  a n d  t h at of  
t h e Ni c ol ait a ns.  H o w  d o es  H e  l o o k at  y oi[  
a n d  y o ur  i nt e m p er a n c e ? at  m e  a n d  mi n e ?

t e a c hi n gs. W h at  T h y atir a  i n p art w as  
off eri n g  w as  a pl a c e  wit h  a C hristi a n  
n a m e,  b ut  a cti o ns  li k e t h os e of  t h e w orl d.

W e  als o fi n d i n h er e  a n e xtr c m el)| 
v al u a bl e  l ess o n c o n c er ni n g  C hristi a n  et h 
i cs. If it w as  p ossi bl e  t h e n f or C hristi a ns  
t o c o n vi n c e t h e ms el v es t h at t h e y c o ul d  
t a k e p art  i n tli e si ns of  t h e w orl d  i n or d er  
t o g et fi n a n ci al g ai n, a n d still r e m ai n 
f ait hf ul, it is p ossi bl e  n o w; i n f a ct il 
h a p p e ns  all t h e ti m e. J es us w ar n e d  t h at 
o n e  pitf all  t o t h e C hristi a n  w al k  w as  t h e 
s e d u cti o n  of  w e alt h.  M a n y  C hristi a ns  f o ol 
t h e ms el v es i nt o b eli e vi n g  t h at t h e y c a n  
g et  i n v ol v e d i n t h e u n d er h a n d e d  d e ali n gs  
of  b usi n ess  a n d  n ot  h a v e  t h at aff e ct  t h eir 
w al k  wit h  C hrist.  T h e y  als o e n d u p  
w ors hi pi n g  t h e i d ols of  w or k,  m o n e y,  
a n d p oss essi o ns,  l o t h e e x cl usi o n of  
G o d.  Y et,  C hrist  s a ys t h at d o es n't  c ut  
it.
T h e  q u esti o n  t o us  is, D o  w e  h a v e  

e n o u g h  f ait h i n G o d's  pr o visi o n  f or His  
p e o pl e  t o st a n d str o n g o n  G o d's  st a n
d ar ds ?  T h e  s e c o n d gr o u p  of  b eli e v ers  i n 
T h y atir a  di d,  e v e n  if it s e e m e d t o m e a n  
fi n a n ci al r ui n. D o  w e  t hi n k G o d  is bi g  
e n o u g h l o pr o vi d e  f or t h os e w h o  h o n o c  
Hi m  o utsi d e  t h e w orl d's  s yst e m ? I h o p e!  
s o. E v e n  if l h e r es ult w as  p o v ert y  a n d  
st ar v ati o n, I w o ul d  r at h er b e  fi n a n ci all y 
i m p o v eris h e d a n d ri c h i n C hrist  t h a n t o 
b e  ri c h i n w e alt h  a n d s pirit u all y p o or.

* *If  w e  e n d ur e,  w e  s h all als o  r ei g n wit h  
hi m "  ( 2 Ti m ot h y  2: 1 2 a).

li o n a b o ut  t his c h ur c h  a n d  cit y,  t his is t h e 
b est  ass u m pti o n  t h at c a n  b e  m a d e  a b o ut  
l h e pr o bl e m  of  l h e c h ur c h at T h y atir a.  
T h es e  g uil ds  c o ntr oll e d  m ost  of  t h e p os 
si bl e e m pl o y m e nt i n t h e ar e a,  s o it w as  
v er y  diffi c ult  t o fi n d w or k.  H c n c c,  t h e 
m e a ns  t o s ur vi v e wit h o ut  j oi ni n g a  g uil d  
w as  pr a cti c all y  nil,  a n d  t his is w h er e  t h e 
m or al  dil e m m a  w o ul d  b e gi n.  P art  of  t h e 
p arti ci p ati o n  i n v ol v e d i n t h es e g uil ds  w as  
t o p art a k e  of  c o m m o n  m e als.  M ost  of  t h e 
m e als  w er e  h el d  i n p a g a n  t e m pl es, a n d  
e v e n  if t h e y w er e n't  t h e y all  st art e d a n d  
e n d e d  wit h  a  s a crifi c e l o p a g a n  g o ds,  a n d  
t h e m e al  w as  t h e n e at e n.  Al o n g  wit h  f als e 
w ors hi p,  t h es e m e als  w er e  als o  o c c asi o ns  
f or dr u n k e n css  a n d  gr oss  i m m or alit y, s o 
y o u  c a n  s e e t h e dil e m m a.  T h e  q u esti o n  
w as  si m pl e: C a n  a  C hristi a n  t a k e p art  i n 
s u c h g oi n gs- o n ?  If n ot,  it m e a nt  gi vi n g  
u p  al m ost  all  o p p ort u nit y  f or c o m m er c e.

I n t h e mi dst  of  t his sit u ati o n,  a  w o m a n  
aris es pr o cl ai mi n g  a c o m pr o mis e wit h  
G o d's  st a n d ar ds i n a d esir e  t o i m pr o v e 
b usi n ess,  a n d  c o m m er ci al a n d fi n a n ci al 
s u c c ess.  T his  t e a c hi n g w as  c o mi n g  fr o m 
i nsi d e t h e c h ur c h a n d,  n o  d o u bt — as i n 
all h er es y — s h e w as  t elli n g p art  tr ut hs. 
I' m s ur e s h e s e d u c e d t h e m b y  s a yi n g, 
" W e h a v e  t o b e  i n t h e w orl d,  d o n *l  w e ?  
C hrist's  gr a c e  c o v ers si n, d o es n,t  it ? " 
B ut  t h e L or d's  a ns w er  is pl ai n,  * *I will  
t hr o w h er  o n  a si c k b e d, a n d t h os e w h o

c o m mit a d ult er y wit h  h er  I will  t hr o w 
i nt o gr e at  tri b ul ali o n,, ( v. 2 2,  R S V).  W h at  
w e  h a v e  is t h e i nt er n al d e c a y  of  s o m e of  
t h e b eli e v ers  i n T h y atir a,  b e c a us e  t h e y 
br o u g ht  i nt o w h at  t h e L or d  l at er c alls  
* *l h c  d e e p  t hi n gs of  S at a n "  ( v, 2 4,  R S V).

Y et  as  y o u  fi n d i n m ost  c h ur c h  sit u 
ati o ns t h er e 
ar e  t h os e w h o  
k n o w G o d's  
W or d  w ell  
e n o u g h t o 

di vi d e  tr ut h fr o m err or, a n d J es us c o m 
m e n ds  t h os e i n T h y atir a  als o. T o  t h os e 
" w h o d o  n ot  h ol d  t his t e a c hi n g,.. .t o y o u  
I s a y ... h ol d  f ast w h at  y o u  h a v e,  u ntil  
I c o m e.  H e  w h o  c o n q u ers  a n d  w h o  k e e ps

m y  w or ks  u ntil  t h e e n d,  I will  gi v e  hi m  
p o w er  o v er  l h e n ati o ns ”  ( v, 2 4- 2 6,  R S V).

T h er e  ar e  a  n u m b er  of  v al u a bl e  a p pli 
c ati o ns f or t o d a y's c h ur c h.

O n  l h e s urf a c e  t his c h ur c h  mi g ht  h a v e  
b e e n  a p p e ali n g t o a n e w c o m er  b e c a us e  
of  its g e n er al  g o o d  w or ks  ( v. 1 9), al 
t h o u g h w ar mt h  a n d  a cti vit y  d o  n ot  n e c 
ess aril y  m e a n  it is a  s piril-fill e d pl a c e.  I 
a m  s ur e t h er e ar e  c h ur c h es  li k e T h y atir a  
t h at h a v e  a l ot of  i nt er est b e c a us e  t h e y 
ti c kl e l h e e ars  of  t h e att e n d ers  a n d  d o  n ot  
e m p h asi z e t h e o b e di e n c e  of  C hrist's

P er g a m os  
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  J O)

a w a y  fr o m L h e  c hil dr e n  oflsr a el,  w hil e  h e  
w as  z e al o us  f or m y  s a k e  a m o n g  t h e m, t h at 
I c o ns u m e d  n ot  t h e c hil dr e n  of  Isr a el i n 
m y  j e al o us y'' ( N u m. 2 5: 1 1).

S at a n's  s e at— w h at e v er  y o u  m a y  d e e m  
t h at t o b e — is a m o n g  us  t o d a y. T h e  t e m p
t ati o n t o i d ol atr y is m or e  t o w ar d t h e 
" al mi g ht y  d oll ar "  t h a n t o i m a g es of  w o o d  
a n d st o n e, b ut  it is t h er e n o n et h el ess.  
F or ni c ati o n  is a  c o nst a nt  t e m pt ati o n, wit h  
s e x u al dis e as es all-t o o- oft e n b ei n g  t h e 
i n hi biti n g f a ct or t o i n d ul g e n c e r at h er t h a n 
t h e W or d  of  G o d  a n d  t h e d esir e  t o f oll o w 
J es us' lif e of  p urit y.  P oti p h ar's  wif e  g a v e  
a n  o p e n  i n vit ati o n t o J os e p h t o c o m mit



A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

S ar dis
R e v el ati o n  3: 1- 6
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A
f or its d y ei n g  of  w o ol e n  g ar m e nts. I n 
f a ct, it w as  cl ai m e d  t h at t h e art  of  d y ei n g  
w o ol  w as  a ct u all y  dis c o v er e d  t h er e. I n 
c o ntr ast t o t his, J es us pr o mis e d  t h os e 
w h o  o v er c o m e  t h at t h e y will  w al k  wit h  
hi m,  dr ess e d  i n w hit e  ( R e v. 3: 4, 5). 2  T h e  
cit y w as  k n o w n  f or its i m m or alit y, a n d  
m ost  of  its p e o pl e  pr a cli c e d  p a g a n  w or 
s hi p. J es us s ai d t h at t h er e w er e  o nl y  " a  
f e w p e o pl e  i n S ar dis  w h o  [ h a d] n ot  s oil e d  
l h eir cl ot h es "  ( 3: 4, NI V).

J es us b e gi ns  t h e l ett er t o S ar dis  wit h  
r e b u k e. T h er e  ar c  n o  ki n d  w or ds  t o dr a w  
山 e m  i nt o w h at  H e's  s a yi n g,  as  t h er e w er e  
i n t h e l ett ers i n c h a pt er  2.  Pl ai nl y  t h e y h a d  
b e e n  d e a d,  a n d  H e  t ells t h e m t h at i n t h e 
first v ers e.  H e  i m m e di at el y t ells t h e m t o 
w a k e  u p  ( or w at c h),  a n d t o str e n gt h e n  
w h at  r e m ai ns. U k e  t h eir a n c est ors,  w h o  
f ail e d t o b e  al ert  a n d  k e e p  w at c h  d uri n g  
b attl e,  t h e b eli e v ers  i n S ar dis  w er e  f aili n g 
l o b e  al ert t o t h e si n ar o u n d t h e m a n d 
a m o n g  t h e m. B e c a us e  t h e y w er e  pr o b a 
bl y  f or m er p a g a n  w ors hi p ers  t h e ms el v es, 
t h e y n e e d e d  t o w at c h  c ar ef ull y  t h at t h e y 
w o ul d  n ot  f all i nt o t h eir ol d  w a ys.  U nf or 
t u n at el y, t h e y w er e  asl e e p  o n  d ut y,  or  n ot  
w at c hi n g  at  all,  a n d  t h us t h e y w er e  f alli n g 
s h ort of  G o d's  will.  * *I h a v e  n ot  f o u n d 
y o ur  d e e ds  c o m pl et e  i n t h e si g ht of  m y 
G o d "  ( v. 2,  NI V).

T  T H E  TI M E  O F  t h e writ 
i n g of  t his l ett er, t h e cit y  of  
S ar dis  w as  a w e alt h y,  b ut  
d e g e n er at e  cit y. Willi a m  

B ar cl a y  n ot e d,  " T h er e w as  n o  lif e, n o  
s pirit  t h er e. T h e  o n c e  gr e at  S ar di a ns  w er e  
s oft, a n d t wi c e t h e y h a d  l ost l h eir cit y  
b e c a us e  t h e y w er e  t o o l a z y t o w at c h. " 1 
T h e y  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  a gr e at,  ri c h, a n d  
p o w erf ul  cit y, b ut t h e y f ell vi cti m t o 
t h e ms el v es.

S ar dis  s at o n  t h e t o p of  a hill,  a b o ut  
1 5 0 0  f e et u p.  T h at  p ositi o n  m a d e  t h e cit y  
n e arl y  i m pr e g n a bl e. Its p e o pl e,  b e c a us e  
of  t h eir p ositi o n  a n d  p o w er,  b eli e v e d  t h at 
t h e y w er e  t o o str o n g  t o n e e d  a  g u ar d.  T h at  
b eli efl e d  t h e m l o b e  u n c o n c er n e d  d uri n g  
a t w o- w e e k-l o n g off e nsi v e  a g ai nst t h e 
cit y,  a n d  t h e y e n d e d  u p  l osi n g t h eir cit y  i n 
a  ni g ht  att a c k,  b e c a us e  n o  o n e  w as  st a n d 
i n g g u ar d.  T h e n,  c e nt uri es l at er, w h e n  
p e o pl e  of  S ar dis  h a d  f or g ott e n t h at l es
s o n, t h e cit y w as  a g ai n t a k e n o v er  i n 
m u c h  t h e s a m e w a y  it h a d  b e e n  t h e first 
ti m e. H a d  t h e y b e e n  w at c hi n g  i n eit h er  
i nst a n c e, r at h er t h a n t hi n ki n g t h e y w er e  
s o  str o n g  t h e y di d n't  n e e d  t o, t h e y w o ul d  
n ot  h a v e  l ost t h eir cit y  s o e asil y.

S ar dis  c a m e b a c k  i nt o pr o mi n e n c e  
u n d er  t h e R o m a n  e m pir e.  It w as  a  c e nt er  
of  w o ol e n  tr a d e. T h e  cit y  w as  als o  k n o w n

P ast or  J o n  C h e at w o o d
P a m o n a,  C A



w as

If t h e y f ail e d t o w a k e  u p  a n d  w at c h,

J e s u s  s ai d  t h at H e  w o ul d  “ c o m e  li k e a  t hi ef.・ ・ ”
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l e xis t h e N F V  St u d y  Bi bl e  p oi nts  l o as  
s e c o n d c o mi n g  t e xts.

L et's  l o o k at t h e v ers e  i n q u esti o n  
a g ai n:  " R e m e m b er, t h er ef or e, w h at  y o u  
h a v e  r e c ei v e d a n d h e ar d;  o b e y  it, a n d

w h o  w as h  t h eir r o b es, t h at t h e y m a y  h a v e  
t h e ri g ht t o t h e tr e e of  lif e a n d m a y  g o  
t hr o u g h t h e g at es  i nt o t h e cil y. "

Of  c o urs e, w e  w o ul d  all d o  w ell  t o 
f oll o w t h e c o m m a n ds  i n t his l ett er. Ti m es

r e p e nt. B ui  if y o u  d o  n ot  w a k e  u p,  1  will  
c o m e  li k e a  t hi ef, a n d  y o u  will  n ot  k n o w  
at  w h at  li m e I will  c o m e  t o y o u "  ( NI V). It 
s p e a ks h er e  of  k e e pi n g  i n mi n d  t h e m es 
s a g e y o u' v e  h e ar d a n d o b e yi n g it. It 
e q u at es  t h at wit h  w a ki n g  u p,  or  w at c h 
i n g. M att h e w  2 4,  cl e arl y a " D a y of  t h e 
L or d "  t e xt, us es  si mil ar  l a n g u a g e. ' T h er e
f or e k e e p  w at c h,  b e c a us e  y o u  d o  n ot  
k n o w  o n  w h at  d a y  y o ur  L or d  will  c o m e.  
B ut  u n d erst a n d  t his: If t h e o w n er  of  l h e 
h o us e  h a d  k n o w n  at  w h at  ti m e of  ni g ht  
t h e t hi ef w as  c o mi n g,  h e  w o ul d  h a v e  k e pt

b ei n g  as t h e y ar e, l h e w ar ni n g  t o st a y 
a w a k e  is i m p ort a nt. W e  m ust  g u ar d  o ur 
s el v es  a g ai nst  f alli n g i nt o t h e si ns  t h at ar c  
s o  r a m p a nt all  ar o u n d  us,  es p e ci all y  t h os e 
si ns t o w hi c h  w e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  sl a v es 
b ef or e  w c  c a m e t o k n o w  J es us C hrist.  
W e' v e  g ot  t o a v oi d  pi c ki n g  u p  t h e si ns of  
o ur  s o ci et y. R a cis m,  f or i nst a n c e, w hi c h  
w as  q uit e  e vi d e nt  h er e  i n S o ut h er n  C ali 
f or ni a l ast s pri n g.  I f e el it is o ur  r es p o nsi
bilit y t o r e mi n d C hristi a ns  t h at J es us 
t a u g ht us  t o l o v e o ur  n ei g h b or  a n d  t o l o v e 
o ur  e n e mi es, w hi c h  I oft e n  pr e a c h.  It

1 T h e  R e v el ati o n  of  J o h n,  v ol u m e  1,  Willi a m  
B ar cl a y,  p.  1 4 5.

2  A  S ur v e y  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  R o b ert  H.  
G u n dr y.  p.  3 7 1.

3  T h e  NI V  St u d y  Bi bl e,  K e n n et h  B ar k er,,  
g e n er al  e dit or,  p p,  1 9 2 9,  3 0.

4  T h e  R e v el ati o n  of  J o h n,  v ol u m e  1,  Willi a m  
B ar cl a y,  p.  1 4 8.

w at c h  a n d  w o ul d  n oi h a v c  l et his  h o us e  b e  
br o k e n  i nt o. S o  y o u  als o  m ust  b e  r e a d y, 
b e c a us e  t h e S o n  of  M a n  will  c o m e  at  a n  
h o ur  w h e n  y o u  d o  n ot  e x p e ct  hi m ”  ( 4 2- 
4 4).  T h e  i d e a is t h e s a m e: w c  m ust  w at c h  
a n d  b e  al ert,  or  t h e D a y  of  t h e L or d  will  
c at c h  us  off  g u ar d,  j ust as  a  t hi ef c at c h es  
a  sl e e pi n g m a n  off  g u ar d.  H e  is m er el y  
sl ati n g a g ai n t h at if y o u  d o  n ot  st a n d 
g u ar d,  k e e pi n g  y o urs elf  i n li n e wit h  G o d,  
t h e n y o u  will  n ot  b e  r e a d y f or C hrist's  
r et ur n. I n t h at w a y,  i n t h e s e ns e of  o ur  
o w n  r e a di n ess, w e  c a n  c a us c His  c o mi n g  
t o b e  li k e l h at of  a  t hi ef i n t h e ni g ht.

E v e n  t h o u g h l h e o utl o o k f or t his c h ur c h  
w as n't  t o o g o o d,  J es us  di d  s a y t h at lli er c 
w er e  a ct u all y  a  f e w p e o pl e  i n S ar dis  w h o  
h a d  n ot  y cl  s oil e d t h eir g ar m e nts.  T h os e  
p e o pl e  w o ul d  g et  t o w al k  wit h  Hi m,  
dr ess e d  i n w hit e,  as  will  t h os e w h o  o v er 
c o m e. T his  is a n oft e n- us e d  pi ct ur e  of  
s al v ati o n  i n R e v el ati o n.  T h os e  w h o  c o m e  
o ut  of  t h e tri b ul ati o n i n R e v el ati o n  7: 9-  
1 7  ( NI V) w er e  s ai d  t o h a v e " w as h e d  t h eir 
r o b es a n d  m a d e  t h e m w hit e  i n t h e bl o o d  
of  t h e L a nl b.,,  R e v el ati o n  2 2: 1 4  ( NI V) 
gi v es  a  si mil ar  i m a g e: " Bl ess e d  ar e  tli os c

w o ul d  b e  v er y  e as y t o t a k e a f e w b a d  
e x p eri e n c es  witli  s o m e o n e  of  a n ot h er  r a c e 
a n d  d e ci d e  l h at all  p e o pl e  of  t h at r a c e ar c  
b a d.  U nf ort u n at el y,  m a n y  i n t h e C h ur c hi  
of  G o d  h a v e  f all e n i nt o t h at tr a p. Of  all  
p e o pl e,  tli o u g h, C hristi a ns  s h o ul d  b e  a bl e  
t o s e e p e o pl e  as  i n di vi d u als, a n d  as  s u c h 
t h e y s h o ul d l o v e t h e m u n c o n diti o n all y.  
S ur e,  di al  c a n  b e  i n cr e di bl y h ar d  at  li m es, 
b ut  is n't di e  r o a d t o s al v ati o n s ai d t o b e  
s m all a n d n arr o w,  a n d o nl y  a f e w will  
fi n d it ? ( M att h e w 7: 1 4, NI V)  W h y ?  
B e c a us e  f oll o wi n g t h e e x a m pl e  of  J es us 
is n ot  at  all  e as y.

A n o Ui crsi n  t h at is e as y  f or us  al!  t o f all 
i nt o is t h e si n of  b ei n g  c o m pl a c e nt — j usl 
pl ai n  b ei n g  n ot hi n g.  P ari  of  t h e pr o bl e m  
at  t h e c h ur c h  i n S ar dis  w as  t h at t h e y w er e  
g oi n g n o w h er e. O n e  c o m m e nt at or  
( B ar cl a y) s ai d t h at all c ast a  h er es y  i n t h e 
c h ur c h  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  a  si g n t h at t h e y 
w er e  v er y m u c h  ali v e. T h e  p e o pl e  i n 
S ar dis  w er e  e vi d e ntl y  t o o l a z y t o e v e n  
t hi n k. If t h e y w er e  d oi n g  A N Y  g o o d,  
t h er e w o ul d  pr o b a bl y  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e 
s ort of  att a c k fr o m o utsi d e  t h e c h ur c h,  
s o m e p ers e c uti o n  or  sl a n d er.  T h e  f a ct of  

t h e m att er  w as,  t h o u g h, t h at tli c y h a d.  
c e as e d l o m att er.  "It w as  s o lif el ess * 
L h at  it w as  n ot  w ort h  att a c ki n g.', 4

Pr a y  t h at y o u  a n d  y o ur  c h ur c h  d o  
n ot e n d  u p  i n s u c h  a  p ositi o n.  Pr a y  als o  

f or t h os e c h ur c h es  l h at ar c  alr e a d y  i n di al  
p ositi o n,  s o  t h at t h e y m a y  e a c h  c at c h  fir e. 
W e  m ust  k e e p  o urs el v es  ali v e  a n d  al ert  
s pirit u all y s o t h at t h e S e c o n d  C oi ni n g  
will  n ot  c at c h  us  s pirit u all y  sl e e pi n g.

" Y o u ar c  
all s o ns of  
t h e li g ht a n d  
s o ns of  di e  
d a y.  W e  d o  

n ot  b el o n g  t o t h e ni g ht  or  t o tli c d ar k n ess.  
S o  t h e n, l et us  n ot  b e  li k e ot h ers,  w h o  ar c  
asl e e p,  b ut  l et us  b e  al ert a n d  s clf- c o n-  
tr oll c d " ( 1 T h ess al o ni a ns  5: 5,  6).  W at c h  
a n d  pr a y!

T h e  s ol uti o n f or t his pr o bl e m  
r el ati v el y si m pl e.  " R e m e m b er,  t h er ef or e, 
w h at  y o u  h a v e  r e c ei v e d a n d  h e ar d;  o b e y  
it, a n d r e p e nt * * ( v. 3,  NI V).  Y o u  h a v e  
str a y e d fr o m t h e p at h  t h at y o u  s et  o ut  o n,  
s o  g et  b a c k  o n  t h e p at h  a n d  r e p e nt. It w as  
ti m e f or tli cs c p e o pl e  t o l e ar n di e  l ess o n 
l h at tli c y s h o ul d h a v e  l e ar n e d c e nt uri es  
a g o,  aft er  t h e first att a c k  di al  c a u g ht  l h e m 
off  g u ar d.  T h e y  n e e d e d  t o g u ar d  t h e m
s el v es a g ai nst  str a yi n g fr o m t h e t e a c h
i n gs t h e y h a d  b e e n  gi v e n.  If t h e y f ail e d t o 
w a k e  u p  a n d w at c h,  J es us s ai d di al  H e  
w o ul d  " c o ni c  li k e a  t hi ef, a n d  y o u  will  n ot  
k n o w  at  w h alli m c  I will  c o m e  t o y o u "  ( v. 
3,  NI V).

I h a v e  t o dis a gr e e  h er e  wit h  t h e writ ers  
of  t h e NI V  St u d y  Bi bl e  st u d y  n ot es.  T h e y  
s a y, i n r ef er e n c e t o v ers e  3,  t h at it is " n ot  
a  r ef er e n c e t o l h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  C hrist,  
b e c a us e  h er e  His  c o mi n g  d e p e n ds  o n  t h e 
c h ur c h's  r ef us al t o r e  p e nt.  Els e w h er e  i n 
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  t h e cl a us e  r ef ers t o 
l h e s e c o n d a d v e nt. " 3  Li k el y  it is, i n f a ct, 
i n r ef er e n c e l o l h e s e c o n d c o mi n g. T o  
m e,  it a p p e ars l h at l h e l a n g u a g e i n t his 
t e xt mirr ors  t h e l a n g u a g e f o u n d i n l h e



A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

P hil a d el p hi a
R e v el ati o n  3: 7- 1 3

O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 2

T
b y  P ast or  H ollis  P artl o w e  
Or e g o n,  I L

c o m e  f or C hrist.  If w e  ar e  t o h a v e  a n d 
e nj o y  C hrist,  w e  m ust  l o v e a n d  li v e t h e 
tr ut h. Of  t h e s e v e n l ett ers t o t h e s e v e n  
c h ur c h es, o nl y  t h e o n e  t o P hil a d el p hi a  
c o nt ai ns  n o  w or d  of  r e b u k e. A p p ar e ntl y  
t h es e first- c e nt ur y C hristi a ns  h a d  l e ar n e d 
t o a p pl y  C hristi a n  tr ut h t o e v er y d a y  lif e. 
H er e  w as  a  h u m bl e,  f ait hf ul c h ur c h  i n a  
p a g a n  a n d  c orr u pt  s o ci et y r efl e cti n g t h e 
l o v e of  C hrist.  It w as  t h e o nl y  o n e  of  t h e 
s e v e n t h at r e c ei v e d a n  u n q u alifi e d  c o m 
m e n d ati o n  fr o m t h e L or d  of  t h e c h ur c h.  
T h e  l ett er t o P hil a d el p hi a  is all  pr ais e  a n d  
n o  c o n d e m n ati o n. I n it t h er e is a w or d  
a b o ut  C hrist,  t h e c h ur c h,  a n d  t h e i n di vi d
u al  C hristi a n.  W e  w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o p at 
t er n o ur  c h ur c h es aft er it. M e m b ers  of  
J es us * f a mil y will  b e ar  His  r es e m bl a n c e. 
If br ot h erl y  l o v e is missi n g,  w e  h a v e  n ot  
y et  f o u n d P hil a d el p hi a.

T h e  L or d,  t h e h e a d  of  t h e c h ur c h,  
i ntr o d u c es Hi ms elf  i n a  t hr e ef ol d w a y:

1.  H e  t h at is h ol y  a n d  tr u e.
2.  H e  t h at h as  t h e k e y  t o D a vi d.  T h at's  

a n ot h er  w a y  of  s a yi n g t h at J es us C hrist  
h as  t h e ri g ht t o r ul e a n d  r ei g n o v er  t his 
pl a n et  fr o m D a vi d's  t hr o n e i n J er us al e m  
( L u k e 1 : 3 1- 3 3; Is a. 9: 6, 7).  S o m e  d a y  H e 
will  e x ert  His  a ut h orit y.  M a k e  n o  mist a k e  
a b o ut  it.

3.  H e  t h at o p e ns  a n d  n o  m a n  s h uts.
T h e  L or d  J es us C hrist  is t h e c e ntr al  

s u bj e ct  of  all  S cri pt ur e.  If  y o u  w a nt  t o s e e 
m a n  as G o d  w a nts  t o s e e hi m,  l o o k at  
J es us  C hrist.  H e  is p erf e ct  m a n.  H e  is m a n  
as  G o d  e x p e cts  m a n  t o b e.

T H E  R E Si m m O N  H E R A L D

H E  CI T Y  of  P hil a d el p hi a  
w as  l o c at e d 3 0  mil es  s o ut h
e ast  of  S ar dis.  It w as  b ui k b y  
Att ai ns  P hil a d el p h us  ( 1 5 9- 

1 3 8  B. C.)  a n d  n a m e d  aft er  hi m.
T his  cit y  i n Asi a  Mi n or  ( n o w T ur k e y)  

w as  a  b us y  m ar k et pl a c e  b ut  n e v er  gr e w  
v er y  m u c h  b e c a us e  of  fr e q u e nt e art h 
q u a k es  i n t h e ar e a. P hil a d el p hi a  w as  o n  
t h e m ai n  li n e of  c o m m u ni c ati o n  b et w e e n  
R o m e  a n d  C e ntr al  Asi a  Mi n or.  Its str at e
gi c  l o c ati o n e n a bl e d  it t o o p e n  or  cl os e  
t h es e li n es of  c o m m u ni c ati o n.  T h e  L or d  
r e v e als Hi ms elf  as  t h e o n e  w h o o p e ns  a n d  
n o  m a n  s h uts. T h e  c h ur c h  l o c at e d i n t his 
cit y  c o ul d  w ell  b e  c all e d  "t h e  c h ur c h  wit h  
t h e o p e n  d o or. "

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or P hil a d el p hi a  is 
f o u n d si x ot h er  ti m es i n t h e N e w  T est a
m e nt.  H er e  is t h e s e v e nt h a n d  fi n al li m e. 
It is us e d  o nl y  h er e  of  t h e cit y  b e ari n g  t his 
n a m e.

T h e  w or d  " P hil a d el p hi a " m e a ns  
" br ot h erl y l o v e " ( H e b. 1 3: 1).  T h e  n a m e  
" C hrist a d el p hi a n "  (r ef erri n g t o o ur  g o o d  
C hristi a n  fri e n ds i n t h at gr o u p)  m e a ns  
,• Br ot h er i n C hrist. "

O n e  of  t h e disti n g uis hi n g  m ar ks  of  
g e n ui n e  C hristi a ns  is l o v e. O ur  L or d  s ai d: 
“ B y  t his s h all all m e n  k n o w  t h at y e  ar e  
m y  dis ci pl es,  if y e  h a v e  l o v e o n e  t o a n 
ot h er "  (J o h n 1 3: 3 5).  O n e  of  t h e c o nst a nt  
e vi d e n c es  of  a  h e alt h y  C hristi a n  lif e is t h e 
w a y  C hristi a n  br et hr e n  g et  al o n g wit h  
o n e  a n ot h er.  W h er e  t h er e is n o  l o v e b e 
t w e e n b eli e v ers  y o u  w o n't  fi n d a w el-

1 5



g e n er al ?  D o es  it m e a n  t h at t h e c h ur c h

H er e  w a s  a  h u m bl e,

f ait hf ul c h ur c h  i n a  p a g a n

a n d  c orr u pt  s o ci et y  r efl e cti n g C hri sf s  l o v e.

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R.  1 9 9 21 6

K e pt  F r o m  t h e H o u r  ( v. 1 0)

P er h a ps  t his is t h e m ost  c o ntr o v ersi al  
p hr as e  f o u n d i n t h e s e v e n l ett ers. G o o d

o p e n  d o ors.  A n  o p e n  d o or  m e a ns  o p p or 
t u nit y, a c all t o a cti o n.  D o ors  t o f or m er 
c o m m u nist  c o u ntri es  ar e  n ot  o nl y  o p e n  t o 
t h e g os p el,  t h e y ar e off  t h e hi n g es.  I 
pr ais e  G o d  t h at Tr a c y  S a v a g e  of  t h e Pi n e  
Gr o v e  C h ur c h  will  h o p ef ull y  b e  i n R us-

alt h o u g h  m a n y  gr o u ps  t hr o u g h t h e c e nt u 
ri es h a v e  m a d e  t h at cl ai m.

A n  O p e n  D o or  ( w. 7,  8)

T his  m a y  m e a n  v ari o us  t hi n gs. J es us 
is t h e o p e n  d o or  t o G o d  (J o h n 1 0: 1,  1 0).  
T h e  c h ur c h will  b e  b uilt  a n d n ot  e v e n  
d e at h  c a n  hi n d er  it ( M att. 1 6: 1 8).  C hrist  
will  wi n  c o n v erts a n d n o n e  c a n hi n d er  
Hi m.  T h e  L or d  Hi ms elf  o p e ns  d o ors  f or 
t h os e H e  s e n ds  f ort h. ( A cts 1 4: 2 7;  1 C or.  
1 6: 9.)  H e  h as  t h e p o w er  a n d  a ulli orit y  t o 
o p e n  d o ors  w hi c h  n o  m a n  c a n  s h ut.  J es us  
is t h e d o or  of  s al v ati o n. If y o u  wis h  t o 
e nt er,  n o  o n e  c a n  st o p y o u  e x c e pt  y o ur 
s elf.  W h e n  t h e d o or  of  s al v ati o n  is cl os e d, 
t h e L or d  w 山  cl os e  it ( n ot m a n)  as  w as  t h e 
c as e  i n t h e d a ys  of  N o a h  ( G e n. 7: 1 6).  S e c  
als o  M att h e w  2 5: 1 0.

* *I  k n o w  y o u  w ell "  ( v. 8,  Li vi n g  Bi bl e),  
J es us  s a ys  t o t h e P hil a d el p hi a ns.  Alt h o u g h

p hi a ns  ar c all t o o h ar d  t o fi n d. Ri g ht  
d o ctri n e  a n d  ri g ht li vi n g g o  t o g et h er.

T h e  L or d  s p e ci ali z es  i n o p e ni n g  d o ors  
( 2 C or.  2: 1 2;  C ol.  4: 3).  I tr ust t h at y o ur  
c h ur c h  i n t h es e l ast d a ys  will  k n o w  t h e

si a s h ari n g C hrist  w h e n  y o u  r e a d t his.
Isr a el st o o d o n  t h e e d g e  of  t h e Pr o m 

is e d L a n d  b ut  r ef us e d t o g o  t o C a n a a n.  
T h e  d o or  w as  cl os e d  u ntil  3 8  y e ars  l at er. 
T h at  g e n er ati o n  di e d  wit h o ut  f ulfilli n g 
its G o d- gi v e n  p ur p os e.  T h e  n e xt  g e n er a 
ti o n c a m e  o n  t h e s c e n e a n d  w e nt  i n a n d  
t o o k t h e l a n d fr o m t h e e n e mi es  of  Isr a el.

C hrist  h as  o p e n e d  m a n y  d o ors  i n o ur  
ti m e. L et's  us e  t h e m t o s h ar e t h e G o o d  
N e ws.

f e w i n n u m b er,  y o u  h a v e  k e pt  t h e f ait h. 
T his  w orl d's  s yst e m us u all y  m e as ur es  
str e n gt h i n n u m b ers,  b ut  n ot  G o d.  T his  
littl e mi n orit y  h a d  r e m ai n e d f ait hf ul 
a g ai nst  c o nsi d er a bl e  o d ds.  Tr u e  P hil a d el-

T h e y  S a y  T h e y  Ar e  J e ws a n d  
Ar e  N ot  ( v. 9)

T h e  o n es  i n vi e w  ar e  pr o b a bl y  J u d ai z-  
ers w h o  o p p os e d  t h e a p ostl es at e v er y  
t ur n i n t h e r o a d. J es us s ai d t h e y ar c  li ars 
a n d ar e of  "t h e s y n a g o g u e of  S at a n. "  
J es us iss u e d a  st e m  w ar ni n g  a g ai nst  t h e m 

b e c a us e  t h e y o p 
p os e d  t h e w or k  of  
t h e g os p el a n d  
p ers e c ut e d t h e 
e arl y b eli e v ers.  

( S e e 1 T h es.  2: 1 5, 1 6).  G o d  will  d e al  wit h  
t h e m i n His  o w n  g o o d  ti m e. T his  s a m e 
pr o bl e m  is s e e n i n t h e c h ur c h  at  S m yr n a  
( R e v. 2: 9). E q u ati n g  N e w  T est a m e nt  
C h ur c h  b eli e v ers  wit h  J e ws is f or bi d d e n,

T h e  c o n gr e g ati o n  at  P hil a d el p hi a  h a d  
p ati e n c e,  C hrist  t o k e e p  t h e m fr o m t e m p
t ati o n, a litll c str e n gt h, a n d  h a d  n ot  d e 
ni e d  C hrist's  n a m e — a  g o o d  tr a c k r e c or d. 
J es us  di d  n ot  d e m a n d  r e p e nt a n c e of  t h e m.

K e y  t o D a vi d

T his  is pr o b a bl y  a  r ef er e n c e t o Is ai a h 
2 2: 2 2,  2 3  w h er e  t h e k e y  t o t h e h o us e  of  
D a vi d  w as  gi v e n  t o Eli a ki m  w h o  t h e n h a d  
a c c ess  t o all  t h e w e alt h  of  Ki n g  H e z e ki a h.  
J es us  h a d  alr e a d y  a n n o u n c e d  t h at H e  h a d  
t h e k e y  t o d e at h  a n d t h e gr a v e  ( R e v. 
1: 1 8).  I n f a ct, H e  h a d  alr e a d y  r e c ei v e d all  
a ut h orit y i n h e a v e n a n d e art h ( M att. 
2 8: 1 8).  B ei n g  t h e S o n  of  G o d  a n d  a  d e-  
s c c n d a nt of D a vi d,  H e c o ul d  ri g htl y cl ai m  
t h e k e y  t o D a vi d.  N o  c h ur c h  h as  t h at a u 

t h orit y. C hrist  is t r ut h i n c o ntr ast  
t o all t h at is f als e.

st u d e nts diff er  o n  t h e i nt er pr et ati o n of  it. 
D o es  t his p hr as e  a p pl y  t o t h e c h ur c h  i n 
g e n er al ?  D o es  it m e a n  t h at t h e c h ur c h ^ ^  
will  b e  k e pt  t hr o u g h t h e p eri o d  of  tri als 
vi e w  or  k e pt  fr o m t h at ti m e p eri o d ?

A.  J. P oll a c k  wr ot e:  "It  is r e m ar k a bl e 
t h at o ut  of  o v er  8 9 0  ti m es t h e pr e p osi G o n  
e k  is f o u n d i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  o nl y  
o n c e,  G al ati a ns  iii. 8, is it tr a nsl at e d 
t hr o u g h a n d  t h er e t h e s e ns e is e vi d e ntl y  
b y. ， G o d  w o ul d  j ustif y t h e h e at h e n  
t hr o u g h or  b y  f ait h. . . . * T h e  w or d  is 
tr a nsl at e d d o z e ns  a n d  d o z e ns  of  li m es b y  
t h e w or d  b y,  a n d  m a n y  ti m es b y  t h e t w o 
w or ds  o ut  of.  B ut  t o b e  ' k e pt fr o m,' is n ot  
b ei n g  's af e i n.' " —  u ot e d  b y  G er al d  B.  
St a nt o n  ( p. 4 9),  K e pt  Fr o m  t h e H o ur.

" K e pt i hr o u g h " as  a  tr a nsl ati o n of  e k  
s e e ms hi g hl y  u nli k el y.  O n e  o ut  of  8 9 0  is 
v er y  c o n vi n ci n g.  T h e n,  t o o, o bs er v e  t h at 
t h e d eli v er a n c e  is n ot  fr o m t h e tri als (t est
i n g), b ut  fr o m t h e Li m e  p eri o d  or  h o ur  of  
tri als w hi c h  s h all c o m e  o n  all t h e e art h 
d w ell ers.  P er h a ps  if it w er e  i nt e n d e d t o 
t e a c h t h at t h e y w o ul d  b e  k e pt  t hr o u g h t h e 
ti m e of  tr o u bl e, it w o ul d  b e  pr o p er  t o us e  
a n ot h er pr e p ositi o n ( Gr e e k, di a),  
m e a ni n g  t hr o u g h. I h a v e  1 2  tr a nsl ati o ns ^ 
i n m y  st u d y a n d  all of  t h e m r e a d '' k e p ^  ̂
fr o m, " i n cl u di n g T h e  E m p h ati c  Di a gl ott.  
Il is cl e ar  t h at t his ti m e of  G o d's  wr at h  
a n d j u d g m e nt will  c o m e u p o n  all t h e 
e art h- d w ell ers  t o tr y or  t est t h e m ( R e v. 
6: 1 0; 1 1: 1 0; 1 2: 1 2; 1 3: 8,  1 2, 1 4; 1 4: 6;  
1 7: 8).

P a ul  D.  F ei n b er g  " ar g u es  fr o m cl assi 
c al  lit er at ur e, t h e S c pt u a gi ni a n d  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  t h at *t h e  Gr e e k  pr e p ositi o n  e k  
i n di c at es a p ositi o n  o utsi d e  its o bj e ct, *  
a n d  t h at t h e c o m bi n ati o n  t ar e o e k  pr o m 
is es ' a pr es er v ati o n  o utsi d e  of  a  ti m e p e 
ri o d. .n  —  u ot e d  b y  G er al d  B.  St a nt o n  
i n K e pt  Fr o m  t h e H o ur  ( p. 3 5 7).  C er 
t ai nl y, t his iss u e will  c o nti n u e  t o b e  d e 

b at e d  b y  g o o d  st u d e nts 
o n  b ot h  si d es  of  t h e is
s u e.

E arli er,  i n His  Ol 
i v et Dis c o urs e,  J es us 

s ai d: " W at c h y e  t h er ef or e, a n d  pr a y  al 
w a ys,  t h at y e  m a y  b e  a c c o u nt e d  w ort h y  
t o es c a p e  all  t h es e t hi n gs t h at s h all c or n ^  
t o p ass,  a n d t o st a n d b ef or e  t h e S o n  
M a n "  ( L u k e 2 1: 3 6).

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  1 9)



C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E

♦ hi s t o r y  n e w s l e t t e r

V ol u m e  5 O ct o b er/ N o v e m b er,  1 9 9 2 N u m b er  1

E DI T O RI A L
E x pl a n ati o n  of  Ti m e  Li n e

I n t his iss u e I h a v e  att e m pt e d  t o h el p  t h e r e a d er vis u ali z e  e v e nts  of  t h e ni n et e e nt h  c e nt ur y

cir c uit  t hr o u g h I n di a n a, Illi n ois, Wis c o nsi n,  a n d  I o w a. T h es e  m e n  f a c e d all  ki n ds  of

s e nt i nf o r e g ar di n g t h eir J e h o v a h's Wit n ess es  m e m b ers hi p  aft er  1 8 9 6.  N e xt  iss u e I will
— J. S.

A g e-t o- C o m e  d e v el o p m e nt.  I h a v e  c h os e n  a  ti m e li n e b e c a us e  it is si m pl e t o f oll o w a n d  y et
i o ur

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

C h ur c h  of  G o d

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  

B o x  1 0 0
k Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1

all o ws  f or s o m e b asi c  a n al ysis  of  e v e nts  c orr es p o n di n g  t o or  h a vi n g  eff e ct  u p o n  
m o v e m e nt.

F or  e x a m pl e:  at  p oi nt  A,  tli e b asi c  t e n ets of  t h e Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt  ar e  li n e d o ut  t o 
c orr es p o n d  t o p oi nt  B  w hi c h  ar e  a cti viti es  c all e d  " A nt e c e d e nts  t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d " — a  
t er m first c oi n e d  t o m e  b y  M os es  Cr o us e,  f or m er ar c hi vist  at  A ur or a  C oll e g e  ( U ni v ersit y). 
T h e  r e a d er will  n oti c e  t h e " a nt e c e d e nts " p us h  t hr o u g h t h e p eri o d  of  t h e Bitt er  
Dis a p p oi nt m e nt  a n d  b e y o n d  it t o t h e l at e 1 8 4 0's  w h e n  t h e s u p p ort ers of  t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  
r alli e d ar o u n d  J os e p h M ars h,  J. B. C o o k,  a n d  R al p h  V.  L y o n,  a n d  tri e d t o f or m a n  
e n d uri n g  n ati o n al  g e n er al  c o nf er e n c e.

Fr o m  t his ti m e o n,  P oi nt  C  t o t h e e n d  of  tli e c e nt ur y,  t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt  
str u g gl e d t o fi n d its i d e ntit y as  a  d e n o mi n ati o n.  I n a n ot h er  iss u e, w e  will  e x a mi n e  its 
s e ct ari a n q u aliti es,  b ut  n ot  n o w.  D uri n g  t his 5 0- y e ar  p eri o d,  st at e c o nf er e n c es  or  distri cts

p u blis h  w h at  I h a v e  r e g ar di n g t his q u esti o n.

D e a dli n e  f or n e xt iss u e: N o v e m b er  1, 1 9 9 2.

b e c a m e  str o n g a n d  r e g ul ar. Q u art erl y  c o nf er e n c e  m e eti n gs  e nt h us e d,  s u p p ort e d, a n d  
st a bili z e d t h e n e w  c h ur c h es — m ostl y  fr o nti er w or ks.

S e v er al  is ol at e d n ati o n al  g e n er al  c o nf er e n c e  m e eti n gs  w er e  h el d — a b o ut  e v er y  d e c a d e —  
b ei n g  pri m aril y  Bi bl e  st u di es wit h  s o m e visi o n,  b ut  s p a w ni n g n o  c o n cr et e,  e n d uri n g  
or g a ni z ati o n al  g o als  t o i m pl e m e nt t h e visi o n.

T h e  r ol e of  e v a n g elists  d uri n g  t his ti m e s h o ul d n ot  b e  o v erl o o k e d.  W. H.  Wils o n  m a d e  
r e g ul ar cir c uits  i nt o Miss o uri,  Ar k a ns as,  O kl a h o m a,  a n d  L o uisi a n a;  J os e p h M ars h  tr a v el e d 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e mi d w est;  J. S. H at c h  w as  li c e ns e d b y  t h e Illi n ois C o nf er e n c e  a n d  f oll o w e d a  
cir c uit  t hr o u g h I n di a n a, Illi n ois, Wis c o nsi n,  a n d  I o w a. T h es e  m e n  f a c e d all  ki n ds  of  
h ar ds hi ps  t o pr o m ul g at e  t h e g os p el  st or y.

T h e  pri n ci p al  t o pi c of  dis c ussi o n  at  m a n y  of  t h e st at e c o nf er e n c e  m e eti n gs  w as  Bi bl e  
d o ctri n e.  W h at  w er e  t h e m aj or  p oi nts  r e q uir e d f or s al v ati o n ?  Di d  t h e n ati o n al  or g a ni z ati o n al  
eff ort  r e q uir e a  St at e m e nt  of  F ait h ?  A  cr e e d  w as  s h u n n e d ( e v e n i nt o t h e 2 0t h  c e nt ui y),  b ut  
s h o ul d n't a  St at e m e nt  of  F ait h  b e  arti c ul at e d ?  A n d,  if s o, h o w  m a n y  p oi nts  s h o ul d it h a v e ?  
S u c h  q u esti o ns  m a y  b e  s e e n u n d er  d e b at e  i n m a n y  of  t h e e arl y  c o nf er e n c e  r e p orts pr e v al e nt  
i n o ur  p u blis h e d  r eli gi o us p a p ers.

Fi n all y,  t h e ti m e li n e st o ps s h ort of  e nt eri n g  t h e 2 0t h  c e nt ur y — w e'll  s a v e t h at f or a n ot h er  
iss u e, t o o. I i n vit e r e a d er r es p o ns e, q u esti o ns,  a n al ysis,  a n d  d o u bts:  it will  all  m a k e  a  m or e  
i nt er esti n g n e wsl ett er.

M e m oirs
Pl e as e  s e n d i nf or m ati o n t o D a vi d  Gr a h a m  r e g ar di n g T. A.  Dri n k ar d  a n d  t h e p a p ers  h e  

p u blis h e d — 1 3 2 5  W est  Al bi o n  St.,  C hi c a g o,  I L 6 0 6 2 0.
— M or e  m e m oirs  n e xt  iss u e—

E dit or's  N ot e:  I a m  l o o ki n g f or a n y  i nf or m ati o n o n  Pr esi d e nt  Eis e n h o w er's  p ar e nts  
r e g ar di n g t h eir r eli gi o us pr ef er e n c e  pri or  t o 1 8 9 6.  Mr.  Ri c h ar d  R o w e  of  S o 叩  L a k e,  W A,
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C O MI N G  O U T  O F  
" D a u g ht er C h ur c h es * 1 
Fr o m  B A B Y L O N

Mill er  b e gi ns  
pr e a c hi n g;

g ai ns  
n oti c e ...

P at h ^ yi
D e v el o p m ^ K ^  of  

M o v e m e nt  i n t h e

1 2 4  C a m p 1 8 4 3  
m e eti n gs

F or m ati o n  o  
Mi c hi g a n  
C o nf er e n c e,  
W a y m ar kj,  
8 9.

R e vis e d  fr o m El d er h oti el  N o us,  1 9 8 6.  
1 9 9 2.
J.  SliJi o n

S e v e nt h  D a y  
C h ur c h  of  
G o d

A d v e nt  
C hristi a ns

J os e p h M ars h  
wit h  C hristi a n  
C o n n e cti o n  
p u bli c ati o n  
C hristi a n  
P all a di u m.

J o h n  T h o m as  
st u di es as p e cts  
of  Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  w)i h  N.  
Fi el d,  I n di a n a, 
a n d  is 
r e b a pti z e d. 
W or ks  wit h 
A g e-t o- C o m e  
e v a n g elists  
u ntil  T h o m as  
s plit i n 1 8 4 8.  
C O G G C  
Ar c hi v al  
P a p er  
attri b ut e d  t o 
P a ul  H at c h.  
Als o  P E B A,  
1 8 5 9,  p.  6 6 5.  
N ot e:  R.  
R o b erts  
all u d es  t o t his 
i n T h o m as *  
bi o gr a p h y.

Al b a n y  
C o nf er e n c e  
wit h  Mill er  t o 
s al v a g e  t h e 
A d v e ntist  
m o v c m e n L  
St orr e,  W hit e,  
B at es,  J a c o b,  
M ar e h  a bs e nt. 
Fr o o m  I V ：  
8 2 7- 8 3 3.

Lif e  a n d  
A d v e nt  
U ni o n

T er m  C h ur c h  
of  G o d  first 
us e d  i o RI  
V O T,  1 0- 1 4,  
1 8 4 6- 4 7.

U ni o n  
C o nf er e n c e  
h el d  i n 
R o c h est er,  
N Y.  J. D.  
C o o k,  J os e p h  
M ars h,  
s u p p ort ers.  
4/ 9/ 1 8 5 1.  
A H B A,  2: 3 9.  
3 4 9.

U ni o n  
C o nf er e n c e  i n 
N e w  Y or k  
Cit y  s u p p ort e d  
b y  A g e-t o-  
C o m e  l e a d ers; 
4/ 2 3,  2 4,  
1 8 5 1.  All  B A,  
2: 3 9.  3 7 7.

E p hr ai m  
Mill er  
pr e a c h es  i n 
I n di a n a; 
i ntr o d u c es 
A g e-t o- C o m e  
ar o u n d  Ol d  
U ni o n  
C h ur c h.
Gr a h a m,  H N,  
1: 3.  A ut u m n 
, 8 4.

F or m ati o n  of  
I n di a n a 
C o nf er e n c e  at  
Ol d  U ni o n.  
Gr a h a m,  H N,  
1: 3.

G e or g e  St orrs,  
M et h o dist,  
disl n b ul cs  Si x  
S er m o ns  o n  
C o n diti o n al  
I m m ort alit y, 
Al b a n y,  N Y.  
J oi ns  wit h  
Mill er.  
Fr o o m.  I V: 
8 0 5.

C o nf er e n c e  al  
J a c ks o n, Ml,  
wit h  A g e-t o-  
C o m e  l e a d ers 
pr es e n L  First  
eff ort  at  
n ati o n al  
or g a ni z ati o n.  
S c h ul m a n.  
2 6 3.

A g e-t o- C o m e  
^ A d v e ntists,  
Lit cr alists,  
F ut urists;  J. 
M ars h,  e dit or  
of  V oi ct  of  
Tr ut h,  A d v e nt  
H ar bi n g er  
a n d  Bi bl e  
A d v o c at e.  
Rtstil uli o n  
H er al d  
Fl crit a g c  Iss u e. 
P eri o di c al  
C h art,  1 9 8 6,  
H N.

J. V.  Hi m es 
j oi ns wit h 
Mill er  t o 
pr o m ot e  
A d v e ntis m.  
Fr o o m.  I V: 
5 2 4.

B.  Wils o n  
b e gi ns  ( h e 
G os p el  B a n n er  
i n G e n e v a,  I L.

W m.  Mill er  
b e gi ns  
pr e a c hi n g  t h e 
S e c o n d  
A d v e nt  as  
D a plist  
pr e a c h er.  
S c h ul m a n.  
2 6 3.

F O R M A TI O N  
O F  

A D V E N TI S T  
G R O U P S

/ T ^ 
S a b b at ari a n  
A d v e ntists  

/ 

S e v e nt h  D a y  
A d v e ntists  
( S D A)

3
8
.
Z
Z
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J.  R o s s

S u n n y v al e,  C A

F or m ati o n  
N W  C hristi a n  
Ass o ci ati o n,

A g c-l o- C o m e  
w or k  
s ust ai n e d b y  
e v a n g elists  
a n d  st at e 
c o nf er e n c e  
f or m ati o ns.

H er al d  of  
C o mi n g  
Ki n g d o m  a n d  
C hristi a n  
J nstr u £t or t T.  
Wils o n,  c d.,  
r e pl a c es 
G os p el  
B a n n er.

E dit or* s  R e pl y:  T h a n k  y o u  f or t h e l ett er a n d  f or t h e m at eri al  
r e g ar di n g t h e Ei s e n h o w er  p ar e nt s*  hi st or y  wit h  J e h o v a h' s  
Wit n e s s e s.  I h a v e  a s k e d  s e v er al  C O G  hi st ori a n s  t o s e ar c h  o ur  
e arl y  lit er at ur e f or ot h er  i n di c ati o n s t h e Ei s e n h o w er s  f oll o w e d t h e 
A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt  pri or  t o 1 8 9 5.  H o p ef ull y,  m or e  n e xt  
i s s u e.― J S.

E x e c uti v e  
Mi n ut e  b o o k/  
E y c h a n er  
j o ur n al. 
M attis o n,  U N,  
4: 2.  3,  ' 9 2.

F or m ati o n  of  
C hrisl a-  
d cl p hi a ns.  J. 
T h o m as  
Or e g o n,  I L. 
R.  R o b erts,  
Bi o gr a p h y  of  
Dr.  T h o m as.

B.  Wils o n  
p u blis h es  
E m p h ati c  
Di a gl ott  
( Gr e e k N T),  
G e n e v a,  I L.

C hi c a g o  
b e c o m es  
c e nt er  of  A g e-  
t o- C o m e 
p u blis hi n g.

C hi c a g o,  I L. 
A g e-t o- C o m e  
diss ol v e d  1  
y e ar  l at er.

F or m ali o n  
of  C h ur c h  
of  G o d  i n 
C h nst  
J es us  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e.  
A g c-l o- C o m e  
r e or g a ni z ati o n 
atl e m p C.  
P hil a d el p hi a,  
W a y m ar ks,  
1 4.

C h arl es  T a z e  
R uss ell  j oi ns 
wit h  E y c h a n er  
t o pr e a c h  
t hr o u g h o ut 
I o w a at  A g o  
t o- C o m c 
m c e b n g s.

F or m ali o n  
of  
J e h o v a h's 
Wit n ess es  
C h as.  T a z e  
R uss ell.

R estit uti o n  
A g c-l o- C o m e  
b e gi ns  
p u bli c ati o n,  
Pl y m o ul h,  I N, 
H.  V.  R e e d,  
S.  A.  C h a pli n,  
e dit ors.

S o c o n d  
A n n u al  
G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  
A g e-t o- C o m e,  
C hi c a g o,  I L » 
W a y m ar ks,  
1 8.

F or m ati o Q  
C h ur c h  of  
G o d  
c o n gr e g ati o n  
at  Or e g o n,  I L. 
Sit e  of  Illi n ois 
C o nf er e n c e  
m e eti n gs.
Mi n ut es.

G C  n e v er  
m e ets  a g ai n  
i n 1 9l h  c.  
E x e c uti v e  
C o m mitt e e  
w/ G e or g e  
W or k,  
Pr esi d e nt,  
c o nti n u es  
m e eti n g.

G e or g e  W or k  
diss ol v es 
E x e c uti v e  
C o m mitt e e  
a n d  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  
d u e  t o l a c k of  
f u n ds. Mi n ut e  
b o o k  gi v e n  l o 
A.  J.
E y c h a n er,  
I o w a 
e v a n g elist

F or m ati o n  of  
Illi n ois 
C o nf er e n c e  
Mi n ut e  B o o k,  
C O G  
Ar c hi v es.

s o ^ F ait h  
' ^ ^ g e-t o- C o m e

Ni n et e e nt h  C e nt ur y.

J. M ars h  
pr e a c h es  fi n al 
s er m o n at  Ol d  
U ni o n  b ef or e  
his  d e at h.  
M H B E, 3 5: 9.  
1 8 6 3.

e v er  cl ai m  t o. H e  g a v e  t ot al cr e dit  t o J o n a s  W e n d ell,  St et s o n,  
a n d  St orr s.

T h e s e  f a ct s n e e d  t o b e  m a d e  k n o w n.  T h e y' v e  b e e n  hi d d e n  
l o n g e n o u g h  d u e  t o J W  n e gl e ct  of  t h eir o w n  "r o ot s." S o  w h y  d o n't  
I t ell t h at t o t h e J W' s ?  I h a v e,  r e p e at e dl y, b ut  t h e y pr ef er  
i g n or a n c e t o k n o wl e d g e,  at  l e a st i n t hi s ar e a.

I di d n't  k n o w  Ei s e n h o w er' s  p ar e nt s  w er e  S D A' s.  ( S e e p a g e  8  
of  l at e st N e w s l e t t e r .)

It m a y  b e  t h e writ er  i s c o nf u si n g  t h e S D A* s  wit h  a n ot h er  H A F H  
s e ct — t h e J W' s.

J a n — pl e a s e  l o o k i nt o t hi s a n d  p u bli s h  c o m m e nt s  i n y o ur  n e xt  
N E W S L E T T E R.  S o m e  of  u s  t h o u g ht D a vi d  a n d  I d a w er e  J W* s.  I' d 
l o v e t o h a v e  a  p h ot o c o p y  of  Gl a d  Ti di n g s  wit h  t h e Ei s e n h o w er  
n a m e s — t hi s i s tr ul y f a s ci n ati n g! K e e p  u p  t h e g o o d  w or k!

D e ar  J a n,
I r e c ei v e d t h e l at e st C O G  H i s t o r y N e w s l e t t e r  wit h  all  t h e 

i nt er e sti n g i nf o. I li k e t hi s i d e a of  t yi n g i n t h e c o n n e cti o n s  wit h  
t h e ot h er  " A d v e nti st F a mil y"  gr o u p s.  T hi s  i s al m o st  n e v er  d o n e;  I 
s u p p o s e  e a c h  gr o u p  li k e s t o e m p h a si z e  it s o w n  s e p ar at e  i d e ntit y 
a n d  s e e s  n o  n e e d  t o gi v e  " s p a c e** t o ot h er s.

I t hi n k t h af s w h y  t h e J W' s  h a v e  al w a y s  i n si st e d B e nj a mi n  
Wil s o n  w a s  a  C hri st a d el p hi a n 一 t h e y c a n  g et  a  " h a n dl e" o n  t h at.

W e  k n o w  f or a  f a ct B.  Wil s o n  r ej e ct e d t h e Tri nit y,  i m m ort al 
s o ul,  et er n al  t or m e nt, pr e e xi st e n c e  of  C hri st,  n o  p er s o n al  d e vil —  
all  C hri st a d el p hi a n  t e a c hi n g s. Wil s o n  w a s  o b vi o u sl y  a  

C hri st a d el p hi a n.
" C h ur c h of  G o d"  i s i m p o s si bl y v a g u e.  D o z e n s  of  s e ct s  c all  

t h e m s el v e s *' C h ur c h of  G o d, ” m o st  of  t h e m H oli n e s s  a n d/ or  

P e nt e c o st al. ...
Si mil arl y,  t h e n a m e  H A d v e nt  C hri sti a n  C h ur c h"  i s m e a ni n gl e s s  

t o J W' s.  T h e y' v e  n e v er  h e ar d  of  it, e v e n  t h o u g h P a st or  R u s s ell  
a d o pt e d  hi s  e ntir e  t h e ol o g y fr o m t h e m.

R u s s ell  l e ar n e d hi s  t h e ol o g y— r e m e m b er h e  w a s  a  m er e  b o y  of  
1 6 — fr o m hi s  s pirit u al  "f at h er s." ( Pri m aril y G e or g e  St et s o n  a n d  
G e or g e  St orr s.  L at er,  i n 1 8 7 6  h e  c a m e  u n d er  t h e i nfl u e n c e of  
N el s o n  B ar b o ur  a n d  J o h n  P at o n,  l e a d er s i n t h e A d v e nt  C hri sti a n  
" 1 8 7 4 Ti m e  M o v e m e nt.")

R u s s ell  di d n't  c o m e  u p  wit h  a n y  i d e a s of  hi s  o w n ―  or  di d  h e



N ot e  t o H arr y  G o e kl er — T h a n ks  f or t h e c orr es p o n d e n c e  a n d e n c o ur a g e m e nt.

Ti m e  Li n e  Bi bli o g r a p h y
A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er  a n d  Bi bl e  A d v o c at e  ( A H B A), J os e p h M ars h,  e d.  R o c h est er,  N Y,  

1 8 4 7- 1 8 5 4.
C hristi a n  P all a di u m,  J os e p h M ars h,  e d.  U ni o n  Mil es,  N Y,  1 8 3 2- 1 8 4 3.
E m p h ati c  Di a gl ott,  B e nj a mi n  Wils o n,  tr a nsl at or, G e n e v a,  I L, 1 8 6 4.
Fr o o m,  L.  E.,  Pr o p h eti c  F ait h  of  O ur  F at h ers,  V ol.  I V, W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.,  R e vi e w  

H er al d,  1 9 6 6.
G os p el  B a n n er,  B e nj a mi n  Wils o n,  e d.  G e n e v a,  I L 1 8 5 3- 1 8 6 5.
H at c h,  P a ul,  " Hist or y of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d. "  U n p u blis h e d  st u d y. C h ur c h  of  G o d  

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  Ar c hi v es,  Atl a nt a,  G A.
Hist or y  N e wsl ett er  ( H N), J a n et Stils o n,  e d.  C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  

Or e g o n,  I L.
Mill e n ni al  H ar bi n g er  a n d  Bi bl e  E x p osit or  ( M H B E), T h o m as  N e w m a n,  e d.  S e n e c a  F alls,  

N Y,  1 8 6 3.
Mi n ut es — E x e c uti v e  B o ar d  of  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  P hil a d el p hi a,  1 8 8 8- 1 8 9 2.  C h ur c h  of  

G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  Ar c hi v es,  Atl a nt a,  G A.
Mi n ut es — Illi n ois C o nf er e n c e  of  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  1 8 9 8- 1 9 1 9.  C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al

C o nf er e n c e  Ar c hi v es,  Atl a nt a,  G A.
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A  L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at

L a o di c e a

R e v el ati o n  3: 1 4- 2 2
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T

E ntr e pr e n e urs  
A m o n g  Us

v b y  D a vi d  Wilst er m a n
^ Ass o ci at e  P ast or,  V all e y  Vi e w Bi bl e  C h ur c h
S c otts d al e,  A Z

H E Y  W E R E  a n  e x c e pti o n al  
p e o pl e. All  t h at t h e y h a d  
a n d e v er yt hi n g t h e y w er e  
w as  t h e r es ult of  t h eir i n g e

n uit y  a n d h ar d  w or k.  T h e y  w er e  n o bl e  
b ei n gs b o m  of  c o m m o n st o c k — n o bl e  
b e c a us e  t h eir c o m m o n  ori gi ns  w er e  n e v er  
a n  e x c us e  f or n ot  e x c elli n g i n t h e b usi 
n ess  of  lif e. T h e  w orl d's  citi z e nr y  l o o k e d 
t o t h e m as  e x a m pl es  of  s u c c ess, f or t h e y 
t o o k w h at e v er  w as  h a n d e d  t h e m, e v e n  
t h e b a d  a n d t h e bill er,  a n d m a d e  of  it 
s o m et hi n g  esti m a bl e.  T h e y  w er e  n ot  j ust 
s ur vi v ors c o nt e nt  wit h  e ki n g  o ut  a  m o d 
est  e xist e n c e  i n a h ostil e  e n vir o n m e nt,  
r at h er t h e y w er e  m o d el  a c hi e v ers w h o  
w er e  d et er mi n e d  at  e v er y  lif e-j u n ct ur e t o 
b uil d  a dr e a m.  T h e y  w er e  bri g ht.  T h e y  
w er e  d et er mi n e d.  T h e y  w er e  str o n g.  T h e y  
w er e  pr o u d.  T h e y  w er e  e ntr e pr e n e urs  i n 
t h e tr u est a n d p ur est  s e ns e. T h e y  w er e  
L a o di c e a ns.

T h eir c o m m u nit y  h a d  b e e n  est a blis h e d  
i n L h e  t hir d c e nt ur y B. C.  i n t h e f ertil e 
v all e y  of  a tri b ut ar y of  t h e M a e a n d er  
Ri v er  b y  S el e u ci d  A nti o c h us  U.  H e n a m e d  
l h e s ettl e m e nt aft er his  wif e,  L a o di c e.  
T h e  p o p ul ati o n  a p pli e d t h e ms el v es t o 
b uil di n g  a  t o p-t e n cit y  ( y o u k n o w,  o n e  of  
t h os e pl a c es  i n w hi c h  y o u' d  li k e t o r ais e 
a  f a mil y or  st art a b usi n ess).  A n d  t h eir 
eff orts  i n h ar d  w or k  p ai d  off  bi g  f or t h e m.

T h e y  b e c a m e  a  c o m m er ci al  h u b  f a m o us 
f or d e v el o pi n g  s u c h f as hi o n a bl e pr o d 
u cts as s hi n y, bl a c k- d y e d  w o ol.  T h eir  
m e di c al  r es e ar c h c a p a biliti es w er e  r e
n o w n e d  aft er  t h eir a d v a n c e m e nts  i n t h e 
tr e at m e nt of  dis e as es  of  t h e e y e  l e d t o t h e 
f or m ul ati o n of  a  w o n dr o us  o p ht h al m ol-  
o gi c al  s al v e.  Ot h ers  b eli e v e d  i n t h e m a n d  
i n v est e d i n t h eir l a b ors, m a ki n g  L a o d 
i c e a a tr e m e n d o us fi n a n ci al c a pit al as  
w ell.  I n f a ct, s o gr e at  di d  t h e w e alt h  of  
t h eir cit y b e c o m e  t h at, aft er a n e art h 
q u a k e  l e v el e d L a o di c e a  i n 6 0  A. D.,  t h e 
p o p ul a c e  r e b uilt e ntir el y  b y  t h e ms el v es. 
T h e y  n e v er  s oli cit e d R o m e  f or i m p eri al 
ai d.  W h at e v er  h a d  t o b e  d o n e  f or t h e m, 
L a o di c e a ns  f el t c o nfi d e nt  t h at t h e y c o ul d  
d o  it t h e ms el v es. Aft er  all,  t h e y h a d  o n c e  
b e e n  w e a k,  b ut  n o w  w er e  p o w erf ul;  h a d  
o n c e  b e e n  illit er at e, b ut  n o w  w er e  l et
t er e d; a n d,  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  p o or,  b ut  n o w  
w er e  ri c h. A n d  t h e y h a d  d o n e  it all  t h e m
s el v es!

Hist or y  s u g g ests  t h at t h e g os p el  c a m e  
t o t h es e s e e mi n gl y  s elf-s uffi ci e nt  p e o pl e  
e arl y i n P a ul's  c ar e er as a n a p ostl e of  
J es us C hrist.  Alt h o u g h  h e a p p ar e ntl y  
n e v er  j o ur n e y e d t h er e hi ms elf,  it is f elt 
t h at a  cl os e  ass o ci at e  of  P a ul's — pr o b a 
bl y E p a p hr as — tr a v el e d t o L a o di c e a  
d uri n g  t h e a p ostl e's  st a y i n n e ar b y  E p h
es us. T h e  "l ett er fr o m L a o di c e a' *  ( C ol.



W h at e v er  h a d  t o b e  d o n e, w o ul d n't

L a o di c e a n s  f elt t h e y c o ul d  d o  it t h e m s el v e s.

O C T O B E R.  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 2T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 1 8

4: 1 6)  is t h o u g ht b y  s o m e t o b e  o ur  E p h e 
si a n e pistl e, a n d if t his ass ess m e nt is 
a c c ur at e, t h e n w e  k n o w  t h at t h e L a o d 
i c e a ns w er e  f a mili ar wit h  s u c h  C hristi a n  
disti n cti v e  t e a c hi n gs as G o d's  gr a ci o us  
pr o visi o n  f or us i n C hrist,  a n d s uffi
ci e n c y  f or et er nit y  i n J es us al o n e.  If t h e y 
r e a d w h at  w c  r e a d, t h e n t h e y k n e w  t h at

o n e c o ul d  b e n c h,  a n d  brilli a nt,  a n d  str o n g,  
a n d  s u c c essf ul i n G o d's  esti m ati o n  o nl y  
w h e n  h e  a b a n d o n e d  his  o w n  w h er e wit h al  
a n d b e c a m e  utt erl y d e p e n d e nt  o n  t h e 
L or d  as t h e s ol e r es o ur c e f or li vi n g.

p o w erf ul,  w e alt h y  c h ur c h ?  W o ul d n't  H e  
b e  pl e as e d  t h at His  f oll o w ers w o ul d  a p pl y  
t h e ms el v es t o t h e t as k of  c h ur c h- b uil d 
i n g a n d  n ot  tr o u bl e t h e S a vi or  wit h  t h e 
m u n d a n e ?  W o ul d n't  H e  b e  pr o u d  t h at 
His  f oll o w ers h a d  or g a ni z e d  t h e ms el v es 
s o  as  t o b e c o m e  s u c c essf ul  i n all  t o w hi c h  
t h e y i n v est e d t h e ms el v es a n d  w er e  t h e 

e n v y of  all t h e 
w orl d ?  N o!  H e  

b e  
pr o u d — n ot  t h e n; 
n ot  n o w.  T h at's  

t h e w h ol e  p oi nt  of  His  l ett er t o t h e L a o d 
i c e a n c h ur c h  r e c or d e d i n t h e t hir d c h a p 
t er of  R e v el ati o n.  W h et h er  a n  a n ci e nt  or  
f ut ur e b o d y,  C hrist  c o u ns els  t h at wit h o ut  
His  pr es e n c e  a m o n g  us,  i nsi d e us,  l h e

c h ur c h  is n ot hi n g  b ut  pitif ul,  p o or,  a n d  
wr et c h e d.  H e  a d vis es  t h at t h e L a o di c e a ns  
f or g et w h at e v er  t h eir o w n  e ntr e pr e n e uri al  
g e ni us  h as  g ott e n  t h e m a n d  g et  fr o m Hi m  
all t h at t h e y n e e d,  b e c a us e,  n o  m att er  
h o w  all t h at mi g ht  l o o k t o t h e m, fr o m 
J es us' p ers p e cti v e  t h e y ar e g e n ui n el y  
i m p o v eris h e d.

I t h a n k m y  G o d  t h at, w e  li vi n g i n t h e 
l ast d e c a d e  of  t h e l ast c e nt ur y of  t h e 
s e c o n d  mill e n ni u m  A. D.,  d o  n ot  bri n g  t o 
t h e c h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist  o ur  o w n  a g e n 
d as  f or w h er e  His  c h ur c h o u g ht  t o b e  
g oi n g  or  h o w  it o u g ht  t o g et  t h er e. I t h a n k 
m y  G o d  t h at w e  d o  n ot  b eli e v e,  as  di d  t h e 
a n ci e nt L a o di c e a ns,  t h at t h e c h ur c h is 
j ust li k e a n y  ot h er  e nt er pris e  w hi c h,  w h e n  
o ur  e ntr e pr e n e uri al s kills ar e a p pli e d,  
will  pr os p er  u n d er  o ur  o w n  m a ni u pl a-  
ti o ns. I t h a n k m y  G o d  t h at w e  d o  n ot  e v er  
s u p p os e  o urs el v es  t o b e  i n c o ntr ol  of  t h e 
b usi n ess  of  t h e c h ur c h  t o t h e e xt e nt  t h at 
w e  pr es cri b e  t his w orl d's  f or m ul a f or 
s u c c ess i n d oi n g  C hrist's  w or k  of  p e a c e 
m a ki n g  a n d  bri d g e- b uil di n g.  " T h os e  w h o  
b eli e v e  t h at u n b eli e v ers  c a n  o nl y  r es p o n d 
t o G o d  b y  a  gift  of  His  gr a c e  will  n ot  a ct  
as  t h o u g h it all  d e p e n d e d  o n  cl e v er  m ar 
k eti n g t e c h ni q u es. " ( Bill Hill,  P o w er  
R eli gi o n,  M o o d y  Bi bl e  I nstit ut e, 1 9 9 2).  
A n d,  I t h a n k m y  G o d  t h at if, G o d  f or bi d, 
w e  s h o ul d e v er fi n d o urs el v es  i n a n y

s u c h cir c u mst a n c e  as d es cri b e d  a b o v e,  
J es us is al w a ys  f ait hf ul a n d  will  k e e p  o n  
k n o c ki n g  at  t h e d o or,  s e e ki n g  t h e i n vit a
ti o n of  j ust o n e  b eli e v er  f or Hi m  t o e nt.  
a n d  s a v e  us  fr o m o urs el v es.  ■

B ut  t h es e ki n ds of  t hi n gs h a p p e n  
w h e n e v er  w e  vi e w  t h e c h ur c h  as  s o m e
t hi n g w hi c h  is o urs,  n ot  s o m et hi n g w e  
ar c. It h a p p e ns  e v er y  ti m e w e  i m a gi n e 
t h at w c  ar e  r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e s u c c ess or  
f ail ur e of  mi nistr y.  It h a p p e ns  w h e n e v er  
w e  bri n g  t o t h e t as k of  r e c o n cili n g t h e 
w orl d  t o G o d  t hr o u g h C hrist  t h e n oti o n  
t h at w e  c a n d o  it wit h o ut  C hrist,  or  i n 
s pit e of  Hi m.  W e  f all i nt o t h e L a o di c e a n  
tr a p e v er y ti m e w c  bri n g  t h e tri e d a n d  
tr u e t e c h ni q u es of  e ntr e pr e n e urs  t o o ur  
missi o n  f or G o d- wit h- C hrisl;  w h e n e v er  

w c  s u p p os e l h at 
b e c a us e a c hi e v ers  
us e  s u c h  pl o ys  i n t h e 
w orl d  pr o d u cti v el y,  
w e  m a y  d o  t h e s a m e  

i n C hrist's  c h ur c h  wit h  His  a p pr o v al  a n d  
t o His  d eli g ht.  (I d e cl ar e  if I h e ar  s u c h 
p hr as es  as,  " B ut,  t his is t h e r e al w orl d! "  
or,  " B ui, it w or ks! n  j ust o n e  m or e  ti m e 
r el ati v e t o usi n g  t h e t c c h ni- p oli ci cs of  
m o d e m- m ar k eti n g  str at e gists, I'll I，  

p us h e d  l o t h e p oi nt  of  b ei n g  a  s m all t o y 
s h ort  of  a  H a p p y  M e al! ) I n f a ct. Bill  H ull  
writ es  i n P o w er  R eli gi o n  t h at * * c h ur c h  
gr o wt h  s h o ul d n ot  b e  a  pri m er  f or b uil d 
i n g eff e cti v e  c h ur c h es;  it h as  a  s o ci ol o gi
c al  b as e,  it is d at a  dri v e n,  a n d  it w ors hi ps  
at  t h e alt ar  of  pr a g m atis m.lt  est e e ms  l h at 
w hi c h  w or ks  a b o v e  all a n d  d efi n es  s u c
c ess  i n w orl dl y  a n d  s h ort-si g ht e d t er ms. 
It off ers  m c xi els  t h at c a n n ot b e  r e pr o
d u c e d  a n d l e a d ers w h o  c a n n ot  b e  i mi- 
t at c d.,,

T h er e  is n o  r o o m i n t h e c h ur c h f or 
e ntr e pr e n e urs,  i n t h e p o p ul ar  s e ns e. B ut  
s o m eti m es w e  fi n d o urs el v es  a m o n g  
t h e m. S o m eti m es  w e  fi n d o urs el v es 
w or ki n g  al o n gsi d e  t h e m. S o m eti m es  w e  
fi n d o urs el v es  f oll o wi n g t h eir l e a d as  o ur  
p ast or,  or  t e a c h er, or  ci d er.  S o m eti m es  
w e  dis c o v er  t h at w e'r e  a p pl a u d e d f or 
str at e gi c  brilli a n c e,  or  o ur  b usi n ess  s e ns e, 
or  o ur  k n o wl e d g e  a n d  l o gi c, w h e n  al  I t h e 
w hil e  it is a p p ar e nt t o J es us t h at w e'r e  
j ust e ntr e pr e n e urs  bri n gi n g  t o t h e t as k 
b uil di n g  His  c h ur c h  o ur  i n n at e a biliti es, >  
b ut  d oi n g  t h at w or k  wit h o ut  Hi m.  M a n y

L a o di c e a n  C hristi a ns  k n e w  t h at G o d  h a d  
c h os e n  t h e m t o p o p ul at e  a p erf e ct  cit y  
w hi c h  H e  Hi ms elf  w as  b uil di n g,  t h at H e  
h a d  bl ess e d  t h e m wit h  s pirit u al ri c h es 
b e y o n d  t h eir wil d est  dr c a ms,  a n d  t h at H e  
h a d  e q ui p p e d t h e m b y His  p o w er t o 
n e g oti at e  t h e m ost  h a z ar d o us  lif e cir c u m 
st a n c e. B ut  t h e y c h os e  l o b eli e v e  w h at  
ot h ers  b eli e v e d  a b o ut  t h e m— t h at t h e y 
c o ul d e x c el b y  t h e ms el v es, a c hi e v e  b y  
t h e ms el v es, o v er c o m e  b y  t h e ms el v es. I n 
t h e e n d,  t h e y s u c c essf ull y  f a ct or e d J es us  
o ut oft h eir c h ur c h e q u ati o n,  l e a vi n g Hi m  
o n  t h e o utsi d e  l o o ki n g i n ( R e v. 3: 2 0).

T h at's  w h er e  w e  fi n d Hi m  i n His  l ett er 
t o t h e c h ur c h at L a o di c e a  ( v v. 1 4- 2 2),  
pi ct uri n g  Hi ms elf  o n  L h e  o utsi d e  b a n gi n g  
o n  t h e d o or  f or a d mitt a n c e.  W h et h er  i nt er
pr et e d  hist ori c all y  or  es c h at ol o gi c all y,  
lit er all y or  fi g ur ati v el y, t h e i nt e r p r et a
ti o n is pr ett y  m u c h  t h e s a m e:  h ar d- w or k 
i n g c h ur c h p e o pl e  h a v e  e x cl u d e d t h e 
ris e n C hrist  fr o m His  c h ur c h,  a n d  b eli e v e  
t h at t h eir c o ntri b uti o ns  t o t h e c h ur c h's  
d e v el o p m e nt  ar e  b ot h  si g nifi c a nt  i n G o d's 
esti m ati o n, a n d a p pr e ci at e d b y  J es us. 
T h e y  b eli e v e d  t h at a c hi e v e m e nt w as  
a c hi e v e m e nt, a n e n d s e c ur e d b y  a n y  
m e a ns.  T h e y  b eli e v e d  t h at t h at e n d —  
s u c c ess―  v e n  i n t h e w or k  of  C hrist  o n  
e art h, j ustifi e d a n y m e a ns.  Aft er  all,  
w o ul d n't  J es us w a nt  a s o p histi c at e d,

pragmatism.lt
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T hr e ef ol d  Ass ur a n c e

J es us g a v e  i h c P hil a d el p hi a ns  a  t hr e e
f ol d ass ur a n c e  t h at t h e y w o ul d  b e  i d e nti
fi e d wit h  G o d  b e c a us e:

J er us al e m is c o nsi d er e d a t e m pl e. I n 
k e e pi n g  wit h  t his s y m b olis m t h e P hi 
l a d el p hi a n C hristi a ns  will  b e  p er m a n e nt  
li k e t h e pill ars  i n a t e m pl e. T h e y  will  
st a n d  w h e n  all  els e  h as  f all e n. T his  w o ul d  
h a v e  s p e ci al m e a ni n g  t o t h e m b e c a us e  of  
l h eir e x p eri e n c e  wit h  e art h q u a k es  w hi c h  
h a d  r ui n e d t h eir b uil di n gs  a n d  l eft o nl y  
t h e pill ars  st a n di n g.

W h at  t h e S pirit  S a ys  ( v. 1 3)

" H e  t h at h at h  a n  e ar  j et hi m  h e ar  w h at  
t h e S pirit  s ait h u nt o  t h e c h ur c h es. T his  
a d m o niti o n  is gi v e n  t o e a c h  of  t h e s e v e n  
c h ur c h es. T his  is e q u al t o w h at  C hrist  
s a ys t o t h e c h ur c h es  i n as m u c h as  C hrist  
d o cs  all of  His  w or k  t hr o u g h t h e S pirit.  
S o m eti m es  i n S cri pt ur e  “ s pirit "  r ef ers t o 
t h e w h ol e  p ers o n alit y  ( D a n. 7: 1 5 ； P hil.  
4: 2 3,  N A S B;  1 C or.  1 5: 4 5;  1 J o h n  4: 1).

1.  T h e y  will  h a v e  t h e n a m e  of  G o d.
T h e  n a m e  is a  m ar k  of  citi z e ns hi p  a n d  

o w n ers hi p.  F oll o w ers  of  t h e b e asi  ar e  
t a g g e d wit h  t h e m ar k  of  L h eir  m ast er  
( R e v. 1 3: 1 6- 1 8); s o ar e f oll o w ers of  
C hrist.  O n e  is tr u e, t h e ot h er  c o u nt erf eit.

2.  T h e y  will  h a v e  t h e cit y  of  G o d —  
N e w  J er us al e m.

T his  is a  r ef er e n c e t o t h e f ut ur e et er n al  
cit y  d es cri b e d  i n R e v el ati o n  2 1;  2 2.  T his  
cit y  is j ust as  lit er al as  t h e n e w  h e a v e ns  
a n d n e w  e art h, alt h o u g h all t h at is i n
v ol v e d  i n t his v ers e  is b e y o n d  o ur  fi nit e 
c o m pr e h e nsi o n.

3.  T h e y  will  h a v e  a  n e w  n a m e —— * * m y  
n e w  n a m e' *  ( N A S B).

T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  will  e v er  b e ar  i h c 
n a m e  of  G o d.  T h es e  P hil a d el p hi a ns  p or 
tr a y w h alis g o o d  a n d  d esir a bl e  i n a  c h ur c h.  
T h e y  w er e  h u m bl e  a n d  f ait hf ul, e x e m pli 
fi e d t h e lif e of  C hrist,  l o v e d G o d's  W or d  
a n d  k e pt  it, a n d  w o n  c o n v erts.  W e' d  d o  
w ell  t o l o o k at  P hil a d el p hi a.  N ot hi n g  c a n  
hi n d er  s u c h a  c h ur c h.

Il is n ot  m y  p ur p os e  h er e  l o d e b at e  
w h o  is i n or  o ut  of  t h e tri b ul aii o n p eri o d.  
G o o d  s c h ol ars  diff er  wi d el y  o n  t his iss u e. 
T h e  i m p ort a nt t hi n g is t h at J es us is c o m 
i n g a g ai n. '' B e h ol d, I c o m e q ui c kl y "  
( 3: 1 1). T his  st at e m e nt  is f o u n d t hr e e li m es 
l at er i n t h e b o o k  ( 2 2: 7, 1 2, 2 0).  T h e  i d e a 
is n ot  t h at J es us will  c o m e  s o o n aft er  t h e 
b o o k  w as  c o m pl et e d  b ut  w h e n  e v e nts  i n 
t h e b o o k  st art e d h a p p e ni n g,  t h e y w o ul d  
m o v e  i n s wift s u c c essi o n. T h er ef or e,  
" H ol d  f ast w h at  y o u  h a v e,  i n or d er  t h at n o  
o n e  l a k e y o ur  cr o w n " ( v. 1 1, N A S B).  
T his  is g o o d  a d m o niti o n  f or Cliristi a ns i n 
t h e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y.

F o ur  ti m es i n v ers e  1 2  J es us  c alls  G o d  
" m y  G o d, "  w hi c h  is i n b e a utif ul  h ar m o n y  
wit h  t h e w h ol e  r e v el ati o n of  S cri pt ur e.  
O ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er  is t h e G o d  of  J es us  
C hrist.

T h e n  J es us iss u es a pr o mis e  t o o v er-  
c o m crs w hi c h  H e  d o cs  s e v er al ti m es i n 
h his  b o o k.  O v cr c o m crs  will  b e  pill ars  i n 

t e m pl e of  m y  G o d. "  T his  is a  fi g ur e 
of  s p e e c h i n w hi c h  t h e e ntir e cit y of

O C T O B E R.  N O V E M B E R.  1 9 9 2

n ot  o ur  w a ys,  a n d  y et  h a v e  us  d et er mi n e d  
t o d o  t h e w or k  of  His  mi nistr y  o ur  w a y.  It 
m ust  p ai n  Hi m  l o b e  o n  t h e o utsi d e  of  His  
c h ur c h  l o o ki n g i n, pl e a di n g  t o b e  a d mit 
t e d, as w e  i n v ol v e o urs el v es  wit h  L h e  
b usi n ess  of  His  c h ur c h  as  tr u e L a o di c e a n  
e ntr e pr e n e urs.

" L or d, d eli v er  us  fr o m t h e mist a k e n  
n oti o n  t h at w e  ar e  r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e s ur 
vi v al  of  Y o ur  c h ur c h,  its s u c c ess or  its 
f ail ur e. L et  us  h e ar  Y o ur  S o n's  k n o c ki n g  
at  its d o or,  a n d  wit h  h a n ds  d e di c at e d  t o 
d oi n g  His  bi d di n g,  o p e n  it t o Hi m.  M a y  
w e  n e v er  pr es u m e  t o a p pl y  t h e s ci e n c es  of  
t his w orl d  l o t h e b usi n ess  of  Y o ur  c h ur c h.  
Gr a nt  us  r eli ef fr o m t h e g uiit w hi c h  dri v es  
us  t o m a k e  dis ci pl es  as  L a o di c e a n  e ntr e 
pr e n e urs.  H el p  us  t o tr ust i n t h e r e alit y of  
C hrist's  b ei n g,  i n t h e c o m p et e n c y  of  y o ur  
e q ui p pi n g, a n d i n t h e tr ut h of  His  s o o n 
a p p e ari n g.  I n J es us' n a m e.  A m e n. "

a n d n o bl e  r e as o n, J es us writ es  of  His  
dis g ust,  t h at H e  w o ul d  s pit us  fr o m His  
m o ut h.  ( A n ot h er r ef er e n c e t o L a o di c c a,  
f or, t h eir w at er  s u p pl y  w as  p o or  a n d  t h e y 
h a d  t o h a v e  fr es h, b ut  w ar m,  w at er  pi p e d  
t o t h eir cit y  fr o m s o m e  dist a n c e.)

It m ust  b e  r e p ulsi v e l o t h e S a vi or  l o 
h a v e  us  c o nsi d er  d oi n g  t h e w or k  of  His  
c h ur c h  wit h o ut  Hi m,  as  t o gi v e  a  t hirst y 
p ers o n  o n  t h e d es ert  w ar m  w at er  t o dri n k.  
L o n g  a g o  G o d  s p o k e t hr o u g h J er e mi a h 
of  His  diss atisf a cti o n  wit h  o ur  att e m pts  
t o d o  w h at  H e  h as  n ot  gi v e n  us  l o d o — i n 
f a ct, w h at  is His  al o n e t o a c c o m plis h.  
" M y p e o pl e  h a v e  c o m mitt e d t w o si ns: 
T h e y  h a v e  f ors a k e n m e,  t h e s pri n g of  
li vi n g w at er,  a n d h a v e  d u g  t h eir o w n  
cist er ns,  br o k e n  cist e ms  t h at c a n n ot  h ol d  
w at er "  (J er. 2: 1 3,  NI V).  It m ust  gri e v e  
J es us, as it gri e v e d  G o d  i n J er e mi a h's 
d a y,  t o r e ali z e t h at w e  k n o w  His  w a ys  ar e

e n c o ur a g e  t his b y  t elli n g c h ur c h  l e a d ers 
t h at t h eirs c a n  b e  “ bi g g er "  a n d  " b ett er "  
c h ur c h es  w h e n  t h e y att e n d  gr o wt h  s e mi-  
).) ars a n d  m ar k eti n g  r etr e ats a n d  a c q uir e  
t h os e s kills  c o n u n c ns ur at e  t o d e v el o pi n g  
s u c c essf ul,  pr ofit a bl c c nt e q)ris cs.  ( T h os e 
w h o  h esit at e  t o b u y  i n t o s u c h  n oti o ns  ar c  
us u all y  l a b el e d "l a z y " b y  t h e " g o- g et 
t ers.)

W e  g e n er all y  d o  t his, b e c o m e  L a o d 
i c e a n e ntr e pr e n e urs,  b e c a us e  w e  d o  n ot  
tr ust C hrist;  w e  l et o urs el v es  * * b e  p ar a 
l y z e d b y  f e ar, f as hi o n e d b y  o ur  e n vir o n 
m e nt,  p etrifi e d  b y  r o uti n e, st erili z e d b y  
c o nf o n nil y, "  as P a ul  T o ur ni er  writ es  i n 
his  b o o k  G uilt  &  Gr a c e  ( H ar p er &  R o w.  
1 9 6 2).  A n d  f or t his, t h e a ut h or  g o es  o n  l o 
o bs er v e,  w e  will  b e  s elf- c o n d e m n e d b y  
g uilt,  k n o wi n g  t h at G o d  w o ul d  h a v e  us  
d o  ot h er wis e.

F or  o ur  r e b elli o n, al b eit  f or c v cr >'  ri g ht

P hil a d el p hi a
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  1 6)



G o d  K e e p  O ur  L a n d

m e m b er  of  t h e

G e n er al

C o nf er e n c e/ Atl a nt a

a n d t h e s pirit i n w hi c h  it w as  f o u n d e d.” W h e n ， ^

c o n v e n e d  i n St.

A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 2T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 2 0

T

r e c e ntl y b y  t h e 

d el e g at e s  a s  t h e 

C o nf er e n c e

P a st or  St e p h e n

B ol h o u s  i s a

P a ul,  Mi n n e s ot a,  

A u g u st  3- 7, 1 9 9 2.

Bi bl e  C oll e g e  B o ar d  

of  Dir e ct or s,  h a vi n g  

b e e n  el e ct e d

b y  P ast or  St e p h e n  B ol h o us  
Gl a d  Ti di n gs  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  
F o nt hill,  O nt ari o

1 8 4 6,  t o t h e Britis h  N ort h  A m eri c a  A ct  of  1 8 6 7  
a n d  t h e brit h  of  C o nf e d er ati o n — G o d  h as  k e pi  o ur  
l a n d.

T h e  first l e gisl ati o n i n t h e Britis h  E m pir e  f or 
a b oliti o n  of  sl a v er y w as  pr o m ot e d  b y  G o v er n or  
Si m c o e  a n d p ass e d  b y  t h e ass e m bl y of  U p p er  
C a n a d a  i n N e w ar k  ( n o w Ni a g ar a- o n-t h e- L a k e).  
T h e  h a n d  of  G o d  w as  k e e pi n g t h e n ati o n  b y  
k e e pi n g  t h e fr e e d o m of  l h e i n di vi d u al!

I n 1 8 6 7  G e or g e  Br o w n  wr ot e:  " W c ar c  tr yi n g 
t o a dj ust  a mi c a bl y  t o diffi c ulti es  t h at h a v e  pl u n g e d  
ot h er  c o u ntri es i nt o all t h e h orr ors  of  ci vil w ar.  
T o d a y,  w c  c el e br at e  t h e c o nf e d er ati o n  of  C a n a d a

his  y e ar  o ur  gr e at  n ati o n  of  C a n a d a  
c el e br at es  a  c e nt ur y  a n d  a  q u art er  of  
c o nf e d er ati o n. P atri oti c  s e nti m e nts 
ar c  risi n g t o n e w  h ei g hts.  T his  pri d e  

f or c o u ntr y  is n ot  o ut  of  pr o p orti o n  t o t h e r e alit y 
t h at C a n a d a  is o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  c o u ntri es  i n t h e 
w orl d.  I n t his 1 2 5l h  y e ar  o ur  n ati o n al  a nt h e m  h as  
b e e n  fr e q u e ntl y pl a y e d  a n d  s u n g. O n e  li n e of  " O  
C a n a d a "  s a ys. * * G o d  k e e p  o ur  l a n d, gl ori o us  a n d  
fr e e!”

T his  l yri c s a ys t w o t hi n gs: first, it a c k n o wl 
e d g es  tli c s o v er ei g nl y  of  Al mi g ht y  G o d  o v er  o ur  
n ati o n;  s e c o n d, it is a  r e q u est a n d  pr a y er  f or G o d  
t o s ust ai n  a n d  pr es er v e  o ur  n ati o n.  W e  w a nt  G o d,  
o ur  ulti m at e  S o v er ei g n,  t o " k e e p " t h e l a n d of  
C a n a d a,  t o s ust ai n, pr es er v e,  a n d  d ef e n d  C a n a d a  
i n a  c o nti n ui n g  c a p a cit y.

I' v e g ot  g o o d  n e ws!  O ur  pr a y er  h as  b e e n  h e ar d,  
a n d,  t o t his p oi nt  i n ti m e, h as  b e e n  a ns w er e d!

G o d  is l h e K e e p er  of  O ur  N ati o n!  T h e  ps al m 
ist s a ys, * * H c r ul es b y  His  mi g ht  f or e v er; His  e y es  
k e e p  w at c h  o n  t h e n ati o ns' *  ( Ps a. 6 6: 7,  N A S B).  
Ki n g  J e h os h a p h at s ai d,  " Art  T h o u  n ot  r ul er o v er  
all  l h e ki n g d o ms  of  t h e n ati o ns ?  P o w er  a n d  mi g ht  
ar e  i n T h y  h a n d  s o t h at n o  o n e  c a n  st a n d a g ai nst  
T h e e ”  ( 2 C hr o n.  2 0: 6).

G o d  is t h e k e e p er  of  C a n a d a;  o ur  hist or y  s h o ws 
His  pr o vi d e nti al  h a n d.  T h e  b e gi n ni n gs  of  C a n a d a  
w er e  n ot  p e a c ef ul.  E ur o p e a n  n ati o ns  f o u g ht wit h  
o n e  a n ot h er  f or t h e l a n d a n d  f ur tr a d e of  t h e N e w  
W orl d.  B y  1 7 7 5,  t h e U nit e d  Ki n g d o m  h a d  e m er g e d  
as t h e vi ct or  wit h  ei g ht e e n c ol o ni es i n N ort h  
A m eri c a.  I n 1 7 7 6, t hirt e e n c ol o ni es r e v olt e d 
a g ai nst t h e cr o w n a n d f or m e d t h eir o w n  n e w  
n ati o n ―  e  U nit e d  St at es.  T h e  r e m ai ni n g c ol o 
ni es  m ai nt ai n e d  l o y alt y i o t h e cr o w n  w hil e  s elf- 
g o v er n m e nt  d e v el o p e d.

T hr o u g h  Lt.  G o v er n ors  a n d c o u n cils (f or 
O nt ari o  it st art e d  wit h  G o v er n or  Si m c o e's  arri v al  
i n Ni a g ar a  i n 1 7 9 2),  t o a n  el e ct e d ass e m bl y  i n

C o nf e d er ati o n  t o o k pl a c e  t h e p ai n  of  t h e A m eri 
c a n Ci vil  W ar  ( 1 8 6 1- 1 8 6 5) w as  still i n r e c e nt 
m e m or y.  C a n a d a  a n d its fr e e d o m h a d  b e e n  t h e 
t er mi n us of  t h e '' U n d er gr o u n d R ailr o a d "  f or fl e e
i n g sl a v es.  T h e  s pirit  of  C a n a d a — fr e e d o m f or all  
its citi z e ns — w as  a n d  is a n  e vi d e n c e  of  G o d  k e e p 
i n g t h e n ati o n.

G o d  c o nti n u es  t o b e  t h e K e e p er  of  C a n a d a  i n 
t h e t w e nti etli c e nt ur y.  T o d a y  t h e U N  p e a c e- k e e p 
i n g f or c e i n S ar aj e v o  is C a n a di a n.  C a n a d a  h as  a  
w orl d- wi d e  r e p ut ati o n f or b ei n g  a  p e o pl e  of  p e a c e.  
W h y  ar e  w e  a  p e o pl e  of  p e a c e ?  W h y  d o  w e  h a v e  
a  n ati o n  str o n g e n o u g h  t o s e n d tr o o ps t o a tr o u
bl e d  p art  of  t h e w orl d ?  G o d  h as  k e pi  us!

Di d  y o u  k n o w  t h at t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns' * * h u m a n  
d e v el o p m e nt "  i n d e x, w hi c h  m e as ur es  st a n d ar d  of  
li vi n g, lif e e x p e ct a n c y,  lit er a c y, a n d ot h er  w ell 
b ei n g  el e m e nts,  r a n k e d t h e n ati o n  of  C a n a d a  first 
i n l h e w orl d ?  W h at  a  gr e at  pl a c e  t o li v e!

T h e  p hr as e  " G o d k e e p  o ur  l a n d, gl ori o us  a n d  
fr e e " is i m m e di at el y f oll o w e d b y  L h e  p hr as e:  * * O  
C a n a d a,  w c  st a n d  o n  g u ar d  f or t h e e. " H o w  d o  w e  
st a n d o n  g u ar d  f or C a n a d a ?  N ot  wit h  milit ar y  
str e n gt h pr e p ar e d  f or p ossi bl e  i n v a d ers or  fi n a n] 
ci al  a c u m e n  i n t h e w orl d  tr a d e m ar k et.  W e  st a n d 
o n  g u ar d  f or C a n a d a  b y  st a n di n g wit h  G o d  as  H e
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N e wl y  c o nstr u ct e d  Or e g o n  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  8 6 0  W.  Or e g o n  
Tr ail  R o a d,  Or e g o n,  I L.

h as  st o o d  b y  us!  W e  ar e  t o k e e p  G o d!
T h e  ps al mist  s ai d, " H e br o u g ht  f ort h 

His  p e o pl e  wit h  j o y, His  c h os e n  o n es  wit h  
| j o yf ul s h o ut, H e  g a v e  t h e m als o t h e 

l a n ds of  t h e n ati o ns,  t h at t h e y mi g ht  t a k e 
p oss essi o n  of  t h e fr uit of  t h e p e o pl es *  
l a b or, s o  t h at t h e y mi g ht  k e e p  His  st at ut es, 
a n d  o bs er v e  His  l a ws " ( Ps a. 1 0 5: 4 3- 4 5,  
N A S B).

T h e  f o c us of  t his p ass a g e  is o n  Isr a el as  
it e nt er e d  Pr o mis e d  L a n d.  It is i nt er esti n g

t o n ot e  t h e p ar all el  of  a n ci e nt  Isr a el t o 
C a n a di a n  hist or y.  O ur  f or ef at h ers c a m e  
fr o m t h e ol d  c o u ntr y  t o pr os p er  i n t h e fr uit 
of  a  n e w  ri c h l a n d a n d  t a k e p oss essi o n  of  
it. I n t h at n e w  l a n d w e  as  G o d's  p e o pl e  ar e  
t o k e e p  His  l a ws.

H a v e  w e  as  a  n ati o n  k e pt  G o d *s  l a ws 
a n d st a n d ar ds i n o ur  s o ci et y ? N ot  v er y  
w ell.  W e  h a v e  n ot  l o v e d o ur  n ei g h b o urs  
as  o urs el v es  or  l o v e d G o d  wit h  all  of  o ur  
b ei n g.  W e  h a v e  f ail e d t o k e e p  G o d.  W e

B ut  i n all h o n est y,  t h e i nt e nsit y of  o ur  
c o nstr u cti o n f o c us hi n d er e d  o ur  l o c al 
o utr e a c h.

T h e  c o n gr e g ati o n  r e c o g ni z es t h at a n d  
is r e a d y t o s hift fr o m c o nstr u cti o n of  a  
n e w  f a cilit y t o b uil di n g  t h e c h ur c h,  fr o m 
p o u n di n g  n ails  t o m e eti n g  p e o pl e's  n e e ds,  
a n d  fr o m e x cit e m e nt  o v er  a  n e w  f a cilit y t o 
e x er cisi n g  o ur  f ail h. T h e  c h all e n g es  b e 
f or e t h e c h ur c h  ar e  gr e at;  t h at a m o u nt  of  
c h a n g e  c ert ai nl y  h as  m a n y  r a mifi c ati o ns. 
B ut  w e  h a v e  s e e n G o d  w or k  i n tr e m e n
d o us  w a ys  i n t h e li v es of  His  p e o pl e  a n d  
w e  tr ust t h at i n t h e str e n gt h  of  C hrist  w e  
c a n  i n d e e d m e et  a n y  c h all e n g e  a n d  bri n g  
gl or y  t o G o d.

O ur  ti m e of  c el e br ati o n  w as  s w e et  a n d  
v er y  w ell  d es er v e d.  St a y  t u n e d f or f urt h er 
r e p orts as  w e  g et  b a c k  t o t h e r e al w or k  of  
l h e c h ur c h, i m p a cti n g o ur  c o m m u nit y  wit h  
t h e l o v e of  J es us  C hrist.  As  G o d  c o nti n u es  
t o w or k  i n gr e at  w a ys  i n t his c h ur c h,  I a m  
f ull y c o nfi d e nt  t h e r es ults will  b e e x citi n g.

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

S e ni or  P ast or  
Mi c h a el  H of T m a n.

h a v e  f oll o w e d t h e p att er n  of  a n ci e nt  Isr a el 
a n d  p urs u e d  a  d e g e n er ati v e  c o urs e  i n o ur  
r el ati o ns hi p t o G o d.  S ol o m o n  wr ot e,  
" Ri g ht e o us n ess  e x alts  a  n ati o n,  b ut  si n is 
a  dis gr a c e  t o a n y  p e o pl e "  ( Pr o v. 1 4: 3 4,  
N A S B).  T h o u g h  t h e m aj orit y  of  C a n a di 
a ns w o ul d  s a y t h e y b eli e v e  i n t h e e xis 
t e n c e of  G o d,  t h e p er c e nt a g e  of  p e o pl e  
w h o  a cti v el y  p urs u e  a  d ail y  r el ati o ns hi p 
wit h  Hi m  is a  mi n orit y.

(Pl e as e  t ur n t o p a g e  2 7)

N  A U G U S T  2, 1 9 9 2,  t h e 
Or e g o n  C h ur c h  c o n gr e g a 
ti o n c el e br at e d  G o d's  f aitli- 
f ul n ess a n d g o o d n ess,  

t hr o u g h f o ur y e ars  of  pl a n ni n g  a n d  c o n 
str u cti o n, i n a  D e di c ati o n  S er vi c e  f or t h e 
n e w  c h ur c h  f a cilit y. It w as  a  gr e at  d a y  of  
c el e br ati o n aft er y e ars  of  f airl y i nt e ns e 
eff ort  a n d  f o c us t o bri n g  t h e pr oj e ett o c o m 
pl eti o n.  S o m e  hist or y  will  h el p  y o u  a p pr e 
ci at e  t h e n e e d  t o c el e br at e  i n G o d  *s  h o n or.  

T h e  a m o u nt  of  c h a n g e  t his c o n gr e g a 
ti o n w e at h er e d  i n t h e 1 4  m o nt hs  pri or  t o 
t h e D e di c ati o n  S er vi c e  h as  b e e n  i n cr e d
i bl e. T h e  p e o pl e's  r esili e n c e a n d  p ers e 
v er a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  hi g hl y  c o m m e n d a bl e  
a n d  gl orif yi n g  t o G o d  i n w h o m  t h e y tr ust. 
C h a n g es  i n cl u d e: t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
a n d  Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  r el o c ati n g, fi v e 
ot h er  f a mili es m o v e d  t h e s a m e s u m m er 
(t h e r es ult w as  o v er  4 0  p e o pl e  l e a vi n g—  

s a y w e  l a u n c h e d t h e m f or f urt h er 
mi nistr y  r at h er t h a n t h at w e  l ost t h e m), w e  
l eft a  f a cilit y w e  h a d  o c c u pi e d  f or o v er  9 2
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y e ars,  t h e n e w  f a cilit y h as  o n e  m ulti- p ur 
p os e  r o o m r at h er t h a n a  s e p ar at e s a n ct u
ar y  a n d  f ell o ws hi p h all,t h e p ars o n a g e  w as  
s ol d a n d t h e p ast or  m o v e d  i nt o his  o w n  
h o m e,  t h e ass o ci at e  p ast or  m arri e d  aft er  
s p e n di n g  ei g ht y e ars  of  si n gl e  lif e wit h  t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o n.  T h er e  ar e  a  f e w m or e,  b ut  
y o u  s e e t h e p oi nt ―  i n gs c h a n g e d  dr a 
m ati c all y  f or t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h  i n L h c  
l ast y e ar.  G o d  h as  b e e n  f ait hf ul a n d  His  
pr es e n c e  h as  b e e n  f elt e a c h st e p of  t h e 
w a y.  T h e  D e di c ati o n  c el e br ati o n  w as  
n e e d e d  t o e x pr ess  o ur  pr ais e  a n d bri n g  
cl os ur e  t o t h at p h as e  of  o ur  c h ur c h  lif e.

I h a v e  h e ar d  it s ai d  t h at t h e gr e at n ess  of  
a  c h ur c h  is f o u n d n ot  i n h o w  m a n y  p e o pl e  
c o m e  i nt o t h e b uil di n g,  b ut  i n h o w  m a n y  
g o  o ut  i nt o s er vi c e.  T h at  is t h e f o c us w e  
ar e  w or ki n g  h ar d  at  n o w.  F or  a b o ut  f o ur 
y e ars  w e h a v e of  n e c essit y  l ar g el y f o c us e d 
o n  c o nstr u cti o n  of  a  n e w  f a cilit y. W e  still 
r e g ul arl y s e nt  p e o pl e  o ut  i nt o s er vi c e  wit h  
mi nistr y  tri ps t o M e xi c o,  V. B. S.  t e a ms t o 
Mi n n es ot a,  a n d  t e a ms t o A m eri c us,  G e or-
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T

T h e  D o ctri n e  of  t h e H ol y  
Tri nit y:  Is It Tr u e  or  F als e ?

b y  Br e n d a  J.  S w artz  
N ort h  Ri d g e vill e,  O H

y e ar  st u d e nt  at  

L or ai n  C o u nt y  

C o m m u nit y  

C oll e g e,  O hi o.  

T hi s  p a p er  w a s  

ori gi n all y  writt e n  

f or h er  E n gli s h  

t er m p a p er.

H E T RI NI T Y  H A S  l o n g b e e n  t a u g ht 
i n m a n y  c h ur c h es, a n d  s p e cifi c at 
t e nti o n w as  c e nt er e d  u p o n  t h e d o c 
tri n e " e arl y  i n t h e f o urt h c e nt ur y  as  a  

r es ult of  a  c o ntr o v ers y  b et w e e n  t w o c h ur c h  l e a d
ers  i n Al e x a n dri a,  A n us  ( 2 5 6- 3 3 6) a n d  At h a n a 
si us ( 2 9 3- 3 7 3).” ( B uff er, S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y,  
6 6).  T h e  tri nit y w as  wi d el y  a c c e pt e d  i n Al e x a n 
dri a  a n d  w as  p art  of  t h e d o ctri n es  t a u g ht i n t h e es 
t a blis h e d c h ur c h es.  * * Ari us  m ai nt ai n e d  t h at J es us, 
alt h o u g h  gr e at,  w as  i n s o m e  w a ys  i nf eri or t o G o d "  
( 6 6). A n us  st at e d t h at if J es us w as  r e all y t h e S o n  
of  G o d,  t h e n t h er e m ust  h a v e  b e e n  a  ti m e w h e n  
t h er e w as  a  F at h er  b ut  n o  S o n,  t h er ef or e m a ki n g  
t h e F at h er  gr e at er  t h a n t h e S o n.  B e c a us e  of  t his 
o pi ni o n,  Ari us  a n d  his  fri e n ds w er e  e x c o m m u ni 
c at e d fr o m t h e c h ur c h i n 3 2 1 A. D.  ( 6 6, 6 7).  
Tri nil ari a nis m  di d n ot b e c o m e  t h e d o mi n a nt  
d o ctri n e  of  C hrist e n d o m  u ntil  T h e o d osi us  b e 
c a m e  e m p er or  i n 3 7 9. T h e o d osi us  w as  t h e e m 
p er or  w h o  m a d e  C hristi a nit y  t h e st at e r eli gi o n. 
T his  p a v e d  t h e w a y  f or t h e ris e of  t h e R o m a n  
C at h oli c  C h ur c h  ( 6 7, 6 8).

T o d a y  t h e c o ntr o v ers y  c o nti n u es  as  t h e C h ur c h  
of  G o d  of  t h e A br a h a mi c  F ait h,  b as e d  i n Atl a nt a,  
G e or gi a,  a n d  t h e J e h o v a h *s  Wit n ess es  c o nti n u e  t o 
b eli e v e,  c o ntr ar y  t o p o p ul ar  b eli ef,  t h at t h e F at h er,  
S o n,  a n d  H ol y  S pirit  ar e  s e p ar at e,  a n d  ar e  n ot  p arts  
of  o n e  g o d h e a d  as  is t a u g ht b y  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e 
tri nit y.

I n or d er  t o k n o w  if t h e tri nit y c a n  b e  tr u e, w e  
m ust  first est a blis h  s o m e f a cts a b o ut  G o d.  G o d  
h as  m a n y  attri b ut es, a n d t h es e attri b ut es m a k e  
hi m  G o d.  G o d's  n at ur al  attri b ut es  ar e: "i nfi nit y,  
et er nit y a n d i m m ort alit y, i m m ut a bilit y, o m nis 

ci e n c e,  o m ni pr es e n c e,  a n d  o m ni p ot e n c e "  (I bi d., 
p.  9 7).  B e c a us e  t h es e attri b ut es  ar e  n e c ess ar y  f or 
u n d erst a n di n g  G o d,  w e  n e e d  t o k n o w  w h at  t h e y 
m e a n.

I nfi nit y: " G o d  is i nfi nit e. " T h er e  ar e  n o  li mit a
ti o ns o n  G o d.  M a n  h o w e v er,  is li mit e d b y  r el ati o ns 
of  ti m e a n d s p a c e. M a n  h as  b ot h  m e nt al  a n d  
p h ysi c al  li mit ati o ns a n d i m p erf e cti o ns. M a n  is 
fi nit e; G o d  is i nfi nit e. G o d  h as  u nli mit e d  p o w er.  
H e  h as  u ni v ers al  a n d p erf e ct  r el a d o ns wit h  d W  
ot h er  e xist e n c e  (I bi d., p.  9 7).

I m m ort alit y: " G o d is i m m ort al. H e  is n ot  s u b
j e ct t o d e at h.  T h at  w hi c h  is i m m ort al is d e at hl ess,  
i m p eris h a bl e, i n c orr u pti bl e, i n d estr u cti bl e, i n dis
s ol u bl e. It n e v er  f a d es, n e v er  di es,  n e v er  e n ds.  It 
d e xjs  n ot  d e pr e ci at e,  d e c a y,  or  c orr o d e.  It r es ults i n 
u n e n di n g  e xist e n c e; it is e x e m pt fr o m d e at h "  
(I bi d., p.  9 8).

I m m ut a bilit y: " G o d  is u n c h a n g e a bl e. ... G o d  
c a n n ot  c h a n g e  f or t h e b ett er  b e c a us e  H e  is alr e a d y  
t h e b est.  H e  c a n n ot  c h a n g e  f or t h e w ors e  " b e c a us e  
t h at w o ul d  m a k e  hi m  i m p erf e ct. "I nfi nit e  p erf e c 
ti o n is u n c h a n g e a bl e "  (I bi d., p.  9 8).

O m nis ci e n c e:  * * G o d  is p erf e ct  i n k n o wl e d g e.  
G o d's  mi n d  is p erf e ct.  His  k n o wl e d g e  is i nfi nit e, 
et er n al,  a n d  c o m pl et e "  (I bi d., p.  9 9).

O m ni pr es e n c e:  * * G o d is all p o w erf ul.  H e  is 
al mi g ht y.  His  p o w er  is i nfi nit e. T h er e  is n ot hi n g  
t h at H e  c a n n ot  d o.  Wit h  Hi m  all t hi n gs ar c  p os-  
si bl e " (I bi d., p.  1 0 2).

G o d  h as  m or al  attri b ut es as w ell  as n at ur al  
o n es:

G o d's  m or al  attri b ut es  d es cri b e  His  c h ar a ct er.
T h e y  d esi g n at e  t h e pr o p erti es  wit hi n  G o d's  rrt K ?. 
t ur e t h at d et er mi n e  His  m or al  r el ati o ns hi ps wi
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J es us pr a y e d  t h e pr a y er  k n o w n  as  t h e 
L or d's  Pr a y er  t o t e a c h ot h ers  t o pr a y.  B ut  
H e  pr a y e d  m a n y  ot h er  ti m es. A n ot h er  
ti m e t h at H e  pr a y e d  l o His  F at h er  w as  o n  
t h e M o u nt  of  Oli v es.  T his  w as  j ust b ef or e

His  d e at h.  His  p ur p os e  w as  t o c o m m u ni 
c at e  as  o n e  S o n  t o His  F at h er.

J es us  is t h e o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d.  
(J o h n 1: 1 4,  l 8; 3: 1 6J 8; U o h n 4: 9.) H e  
h as  a  u ni q u e  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  G o d.  T his  
r el ati o ns hi p is o n e  w hi c h  n o  ot h er  m a n  
h as  e x p eri e n c e d.  C hrist's  lif e a m o n g  m e n  
w as  a  r e v el ati o n of  G o d's  c h ar a ct er.  H e  
r efl e ct e d G o d's  h oli n ess  J o v e,  a n d  tr ut h：  
H e  s h o w e d  w h at  G o d  is li k e. (J o h n 1: 1 8:  
1 4: 9.)  ( H uff er, S yst e m ati c  Bi bl e  St u d y  
C o urs e.  L ess o n  1 4.)

L u k e  k n o ws  v er y  w ell  t h at J es us' di 
vi n e  s o ns hi p  is d eri v e d  fr o m his  c o n c e p 
ti o n i n t h e w o m b  of  a  vir gi n; h e  k n o ws  
n ot hi n g  at  all  of  a n y  et er n al  ori gi n:

%f c T h c  H ol y  S pirit  s h all  c o m e  u p o n  y o u  
[ M ar y] a n d  t h e p o w er  of  t h e M ost  Hi g h  
s h all o v ers h a d o w  y o u;  f ar t h at r e as o n

T his  is w h at  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  writ es  
i n his  b o o k,  W h o  Is J es us ?  A  Pl e a  f or a  
R et ur n  t o B eli ef  i n J es us,  t h e M essi a h:

a n d  c o ul d  o nl y  b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d.
T his  bri n gs  u p  a n ot h er  pr o bl e m.  It is 

s ai d t h at " M ar y o u g ht  n ot  o nl y  b e  c all e d  
t h e m ot h er  of  C hrist,  b ut  als o  t h e m ot h er  
of  G o d "  ( B c ar dsl c c, 9 4).

T h e  p ers o ns  of  t h e G o d h e a d  ar c  t hr e e: 
F at h er,  S o n,  a n d  H ol y  S pirit.  T h e  F at h er  
is t h e first p ers o n  of  t h e Tri nit y,  s clf- c x-  
ist e nt, b e g etti n g  t h e S o n  fr o m et er nit y  
a n d wit h  t h e S o n  pr o d u ci n g  t h e H ol y  
S pirit.  T h e  S o n  is t h e s e c o n d p ers o n,  
b e g ott e n  b y  t h e F at h er  fr o m et er nit y,  a n d  
wit h  t h e F at h er pr o d u ci n g  t h e H ol y S pirit.  
Tli e  H ol y  S pirit  is t h e t hir d p ers o n,  pr o 
c e e di n g fr o m et er nit y fr o m t h e F at h er  
a n d  t h e S o n  ( B e ar dsl c c, 4 1).

T his  t ells of  J es us as  t h e s e c o n d p art  of  
di e  Tri nit y,  h o w e v er  t h es e d et ails  of  His  
birt h  t ell of  His  b ei n g  b o m  of  a  vir gi n:

m a n ki n d.  W h at  G o d  d o cs  is d et er mi n e d  
b y  w h at  G o d  is. T h e  w or ks  of  G o d  ar e  
b as e d  u p o n  t h e c h ar a ct er  of  G o d. ...

T h e  t hr e e f u n d a m e nt al m or al  attri b 
ut es  of  G o d  ar c  h oli n ess,  l o v e, a n d  tr ut h. 
H oli n ess  i n cl u d es ri g ht e o us n ess a n d  
j usti c e. L o v e  i n cl u d es m er c y,  gr a c e,  
l o vi n g ki n d n ess, a n d g o o d n ess. Tr ut h  
i n cl u d es v er a cit y  a n d  f ait hf ul n ess''(I bi d., 
p.  1 0 3).

H oli n ess:  " G o d is h ol y.  H oli n ess  r e
f ers t o G o d's  m or al  p erf e cti o n ” (I bi d., p.  
1 0 3). T his  h oli n ess  i n v ol v es b ot h  p osi 
ti v e a n d  n e g ati v e.  T h e  p ositi v e  si d e  is t h at 
i n Hi m  all  g o o d n ess  d w ells.  T h e  n e g ati v e  
si d e is t h at i n Hi m  n o  i m m or alit y e xists.  
T his  is e x c ell e n c e  a n d  p urit y.

L o v e:  " G o d  is L o v e. ... T h e  tr ut h is n ot  
m er el y  t h al G o d  l o v es, b ut  t h at G o d  is 
l o v e. L o v e  is n ot  si m pl y s o m et hi n g G o d  
d o cs; it is His  N at ur e "  (I bi d., p. 1 0 8).  
T h er e  ar c  n o  li mits or  c o n diti o ns  p ut  o n  
G o d's  l o v e. Il is al w a ys  a n d  f or e v er, a n d  
is e v er y w h er e.

Tr ut h:  " G o d is Tr ut h.  T his  m e a ns  l h at 
w h at  G o d  k n o ws  a gr e es p erf e ctl y  wit h  
w h at  G o d  is " (I bi d., p.  1 1 0).  W e  d e p e n d

p o w er  C hrist  e x er cis e d i n p erf or mi n g  
mir a cl es  w as  r e c ei v e d fr o m G o d ”  (I bi d.). 
“ T h e  S o n  c a n d o  n ot hi n g  of  hi ms elf ”  
(J o h n 5: 1 9).

J es us  is als o  i nf eri or i n lif e. G o d  h as  al
w a ys  e xist e d, w h er e as  J es us w as  b or n.  
J es us h a d  a  b e gi n ni n g;  G o d  di d  n ot.

G o d's  altri b ul es is et er nit y. If G o d  h as  
al w a ys  b e e n  h er e,  H e  c o ul d n't  h a v e  b e e n  
b o m,  a n d t h er ef or e, w o ul d  n ot  h a v e  a  
m ot h er.  J es us  w as  b o m,  a n d  h a d  M ar y  f or 
His  m ot h er.  H e  t h e n c o ul d  n ot  b e  G o d.

“ J es us is I nf eri or t o G o d ”  ( H uff er, p.  
8 4).  H o w  c a n  G o d  b e  i nf eri or t o Hi ms elf ?  
T h e  a ns w er  is si m pl e. It h as  pr e vi o usl y  
b e e n  st at e d l h at G o d  is p erf e ct,  a n d  t o b e  
i nf eri or is t o b e  l ess t h a n p erf e ct.  T h er e 
f or e, J es us c ai ui ot  b e  G o d.  J es us cl e arl y  
s h o ws  us  t his w h e n  H e  s a ys  “ M y  F at h er  is 
gr e at er  t h a n I”  (J o h n 1 4: 2 8).

J es us  is i nf eri or t o G o d  i n s e v er al  w a ys:  
i n k n o wl e d g e,  i n p o w er,  a n d  i n lif e. G o d  
is o m nis ci e nt.  J es us is n ot. "J es us i n
cr e as e d  i n wis d o m  ( L u k e 2: 5 2).  If J es us 
w er e  G o d  wit h  i nfi nit e k n o wl e d g e,  h o w  
c o ul d H e  h a v e  i n cr e as e d i n wis d o m ? "  
( H uff er, p.  8 5).

“ G o d  is o m ni p ot e nt.  H e  is al mi g ht y.  
H e  h as  i nfi nit e p o w er.  . .. J es us, o n  t h e 
ot h er  h a n d, w as  n ot  o m ni p ot e nt.  T h e

u p o n  Hi m  b e c a us e  H e  is d e p e n d a bl e.  W e  
h a v e  f ait h i n G o d  b e c a us e  H e  h as  r e v e al e d 
Hi ms elf  as Tr utli  t hr o u g h His  w or d. ”  N o w  
di al  t h es e f a cts ar c  k n o w n,  w e  c a n  f urt h er 
u n d erst a n d  w h y  t h e tri nit y c a n n ot  b e  tr u e.

It is r el ati v el y wi d el y  a c c e pt e d  t h at o ur  
S a vi or,  J es us  C hrist,  w as  b o m  of  t h e Vir gi n  
M ar y.  H o w e v er,  s o m e  li b er al t h e ol o gi a ns 
d e n y  t h e vir gi n  birt h  of  J es us:

T h e y  b eli e v e  i n t h e h u m a n  p at e mil y  
of  J es us or  t h at H e  is a  s o n of  J os e p h. 
T h e y  r e g ar d Hi m  as  a m er e  m a n.  O n e  
gr o u p  of  t h e ol o gi a ns e x pl ai ns  t h e m a n y  
Bi bl e  v ers es  w hi c h  cl e arl y d esi g n at e  
J es us  as  t h e S o n  of  G o d  b y  s a yi n g  t h at all  
m e n  ar c  s o ns  of  G o d;  all  m e n  ar e  di vi n e.  
A n ot h er  gr o u p  e x pl ai ns  t h es e v ers es  b y  
cl ai mi n g  t h at J es us  is t h e a d o pt e d  S o n  of  
G o d.  T h e y  t e a c h t h at J es us  w as  t h e s o n  of  
J os e p h b y  n at ur al  birt h  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e 

k  S o n  of  G o d  b y  a d o pti o n  (I bi d., p.  2 4 4).

° If M ar y  w as  a  vir gi n  at  t h e ti m e of  J es us 
birt h,  J es us  c o ul d n't  b e  t h e s o n  of  J os e p h,

T h e  birt h  of  C hrist  w as  b ot h  n at ur al  
a n d  s u p er n at ur al. It w as  n at ur al,  i n t h at 
H e  w as  b o m  wit h  t h e n or m al  p eri o d  of  
pr e g n a n c y  a n d  t h e o p e ni n g oft h c  w o m b;  
it w as  s u p er n at ur al i n t h at H e  w as  b o m  
fr o m a  vir gi n  ( B e ar dsl e e, 9 5).

W e  h a v e  alr e a d y  est a blis h e d  l h at o n e  of

J es us pr a y e d  t o His  G o d,  t h e F at h er.  
J es us r e v e al e d t h at H e  w as  n ot  Hi ms elf  
G o d  w h e n  H e  pr a y e d  t o His  F at h er  as  
G o d.  If J es us  w er e  e q u al  wit h  G o d,  w h y  
di d  J es us  pr a y  t o G o d ? Tri nit ari a ns cl ai m  
t h at G o d,  J es us, a n d  t h e S pirit  all h a v e  
o n e  i nt elli g e n c e a n d o n e  will.  If J es us 
a n d G o d  s h ar e o n e  will,  t h e p o w er  of  
d e cisi o n,  it w o ul d  s e e m li k e m o c k er y  f or 
o n e  p ers o n  of  a  tri nit y t o pr a y  t o a n ot h er  
p ers o n  of  a  tri nit y. J es us s h o w e d t h at H e  
is i nf eri or t o His  F at h er  a n d t h at His  
F at h er  al o n e  is G o d  b y  t h e f a ct t h at H e  
pr a y e d  t o Hi m  (I bi d., p.  8 3).

.

J e s u s  i s i nf eri or t o G o d  i n k n o wl e d g e,  p o w er,  a n d  lif e.



T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 22 4

J es us is cl e arl y  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  a n d  as  
s u c h is di vi n e.

W e  h a v e  pr e vi o usl y  est a blis h e d t h at 
G o d  is et er n al.  G o d  is als o  i m m ort al.

G o d  Hi ms elf.  T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e 
A br a h ai ni c  F ait h  b eli e v es:

B e c a us e  J es us di e d  a n d G o d  c a n n ot  
di e,  t h er e is n o  c o n c ei v a bl e  w a y  t h at J es us 
c o ul d  b e  p art  of  a  g o d h e a d.

' T h er e is o n e  G o d,  o n e  h u m a n  r a c e, 
a n d  o n e  m e di at or  b et w e e n  t h e t w o. T h e  
o n e  m e di at or  is J es us C hrist,  t h e o nl y  
b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d.  H e  is l h e o nl y  
p ers o n  w h o  c o ul d e v er h a v e  s er v e d as  
m e di at or  b et w e e n  l h e o n e  G o d  a n d t h e 
o n e  h u m a n  r a c e " ( H uff er, S yst e m ati c  
Bi bl e  St u d y  C o urs e,  L ess o n  1 3).  Tri ni 
t ari a ns b eli e v e  u If t h e m e di at ori al  w or k  is 
di  vi n el y- h u m a n  a n d  p erf e ct  i n w hi c h  t h er e 
is a cti vit y  n ot  o nl y  b y  t h e h u m a n,  b ut  als o  
b y  t h e di vi n e  n at ur e  ... B c ar dsl e e,  9 6).  
H o w e v er,  J es us as M e di at or  c a n n ot  b e

W O R K S  CI T E D
B c ar dsl c e,  J o h n W.  Ill, e d. R ef or m e d  

D o g m ati cs.  N e w  Y or k:  O xf or d  U ni v ersit y  Pr ess,  
1 9 6 5.

Br o w n,  Willi a m  A d d a ms.  C hristi a n  
T h e ol o g y  i n O utli n e.  N e w  Y or k:  C h arl es  
S c hri b n er's  S o ns,  1 9 0 6- 1 9 7 6.

B u z z ar d,  A nt h o n y.  V/ h o  Is  J es us ?  A  Pl e a  f or 
a  R et ur n  t o B eli ef  i n J es us, t h e M essi a h.  Or e g o n,  
Illi n ois: T h e  R e s t t t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 1 9 9 0.

T h e  H ol y Bi bl e.
B uff er,  Dr.  Al v a  G.  " C hrist  t h e M e di at or. * *  

A d a pt e d  fr o m S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y.  Or e g o n,  
Illi n ois: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 1 9 6 0.

" G o d's  Attri b ut es.''  A d a pt e d  fr o m S yst e m ati c 
T h e ol o g y.  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d , 1 9 6 0.

" N at ur c of  J es us. "  A d a pt e d  fr o m S ysf e〃 仞  i c 
T h e ol o g y.  Or e g o n  Illi n ois: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d , 1 9 6 0.

" T h e  S o n  of  G o d. "  A d a pt e d  fr o m S yst e m ati c  
T h e ol o g y.  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d , 1 9 6 0.

S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y.  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois: 
R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 1 9 6 0.

H e  is n ot  s u bj e ct  t o d c at h. G o d  al  w a ys  
h as  b e e n  i m m ort al a n d al w a ys  will  b e  
i m m ort al. It is i m p ossi bl e f or G o d  t o di e.  
J es us,  o n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  w as  b o m  m or 
t al. H e  di e d.  J es us h a d  c h ar a ct eristi cs  of  
m ort al  m a n.  H e  e x p eri e n c e d  h u n g er  ( M att 
4: 2)j hirst  (J o h n 1 9: 2 8),  w e ari n ess  (J o h n 
4: 6),  t e m pt ati o n ( M att. 4: 1),  a n d  s uff er
i n g ( L u k e 2 4: 4 6).  J cs us di c d  (J o h n 1 9: 3 3 ；  
1 C or.  1 5: 3).  G o d  c a n n ot  di e;  J es us  di e d.  
J es us  is n ot  G o d.  J es us  b e c a m e  i m m ort al 
w h e n  G o d  r ais e d Hi m  fr o m t h e gr a v e.  
J es us r e c ei v e d i m m ort alit y fr o m G o d.  
J es us c a n  n e v er  di e  a g ai n  ( H uff er, S ys 
t e m ati c Bi bl e  St u d y  C o urs e,  L ess o n  5).

' T h er e is o n e  G o d,  a n d  o n e  m e di at or  
b et w e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n,  t h e m a n  C hrist  
J es us " ( 1 Ti m.  2: 1 5).  J es us is m e di at or  
b et w e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n.  J es us,  t h er ef or e, 
is n ot  G o d  Hi ms elf.  If J es us Hi ms elf  
w er e  G o d  a n d  e q u al  wit h  G o d,  as  tri ni- 
t ari a ns ass ert,  H e  w o ul d  n ot  b e  i n a  p osi-  
U o n  t o s er v e as m e di at or.  As  m e di at or  
o n e  m ust  b e  a  t hir d p art y.  If J es us w er e  
G o d  a n d  e q u al  wit h  G o d,  H e  w o ul d  b e  
o n e  of  t h e t w o p arti es  a n d  c o ul d  n ot  s er v e 
as  m e di at or  b et w e e n  t h e t w o~ ~ o d  a n d  
m a n.  ( G al. 3: 2 0.)  T h e  f a ct t h at J es us is a  
m e di at or  n ullifi es  t h e p ossi bilit y  of  His  
b ei n g  p art  of  a  tri nit y ( H uff er, S yst e m 
ati c  Bi bl e  St u d y  C o urs e,  L ess o n  5).

' T h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  is stri ctl y  m o n o 
t h eisti c. G o d  is a  si n gl e p ers o n al  b ei n g.  
T h e  i d e a t h at a Tri nit y  is t o b e  f o u n d t h er e 
or c v e n  i n a n y  w a y  s h a d o w e d f ort h, is a n  
ass u m pti o n t h at h as  l o n g h el d  s w a y i n 
t h e ol o g y, b ut  is utt erl y  wit h o ut  f o u n d a
ti o n. T h e  J e ws, as a p e o pl e,  u n d er  its 
t e a c hi n gs b e c a m e  st e m o p p o n e nts  of  all  
p ol yl h eisti c  t e n d e n ci es, a n d t h e y h a v e  
r e m ai n e d u nfli n c hi n g  m o n ot h eists  t o t his 
d a y.  O n  t his p oi nt  t h er e is n o  br e a k  b e 
t w e e n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  a n d  t h e N e w.  
T h e  m o n ot h eisti c  tr a diti o n is c o nti n u e d.  
J es us w as  a  J e w, tr ai n e d b y  J e wis h p ar 
e nts  i n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  S cri pt ur es.  His  
t e a c hi n g w as  J e wis h t o t h e c or e;  a  n e w  
G os p el  i n d e e d, b ut  n ot  a  n e w  t h e ol o g y. 
H e  d e cl ar e d  t h at H e  c a m e ' n ot  t o d estr o y  
t h e L a w  a n d  t h e Pr o p h ets,  b ut  l o f ulfill' 
t h e m, a n d  H e  a c c e pt e d  as  His  o w n  b eli ef  
l h e gr e at  t e xt of  J e wis h m o n ot h eis m:  
' H e ar, O  Isr a el J h e  L or d  o ur  G o d  is o n e  
G o d.'  His  pr o cl a m ati o n c o n c er ni n g  
Hi ms elf  w as  i n li n e wit h  Ol d  T est a m e nt  
pr o p h e c y.  H e  w as  t h e ' M essi a h' of  t h e 
pr o mis e d  Ki n g d o m,  t h e ' S o n of  M a n'  of  
J e wis h h o p e  ... if H e  s o m eti m es as k e d  
' W h o d o  m e n  s a y t h at I t h e S o n  of  M a n  
a m ?' H e  g a v e  n o  a ns w er b e y o n d  t h e 
i m pli e d ass erti o n of  M essi a hs hi p. "  ( A 
Criti c al  Hist or y  oft  h e  E v ol uti o n  of Tri ni-  
t ari a nis ni, 1 9 0 0,  p p.  4, 5.)  ( B u z z ar d, 5).

Dr.  H uff er  writ es  t his a b o ut  t h e t h e or y 
of  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e tri nit y:

T h er e  ar e  t hr e e pri m ar y  pr o p ositi o ns  
i n v ol v e d i n t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e tri nit y. 
T h es e  t hr e e p oi nts  ar e: ( 1) T h e  c o m-

t h c h ol y  t hi n g w hi c h  is b e g ott e n  s h all b e  
c all e d  t h e S o n  of  G o d "  ( L u k e 1 : 3 5). T h e  
Ps al m  ist h as  as cri b e d  t h e M essi a h's  s o n- 
s hi p l o a d efi nit e  m o m e nt  i n ti m e—  
“ t o d a y " ( Ps a. 2: 7) ~  n  t h e o c c asi o n  of  
his  a p p oi nt m e nt  t o r ul crs hi p of  t h e w orl d.  
P a ul  fi n ds a  f urt h er a p pli c ati o n  of  Ps al m  
2  i n J es us' r es urr e cti o n ( R o m. 1: 4).

H er e,  cl e arl y  pr es e nt e d  b y  t h e S cri p 
t ur es w hi c h  J es us r e c o g ni z e d as  G o d's  
W or d,  ar e t h e bi bli c al i d e as of  J es us' 
s o ns hi p. It is t o b e  d at e d  fr o m J es us,  
c o n c e pti o n,  his  r es urr e cti o n,  or  fr o m his  
a p p oi nt m e ntt o ki n gs hi p.  L u k e's vi c w of  
s o ns hi p  a gr e es  e x a ctl y  wit h  t h e h o p e  f or 
tli c birt h  of  t h e M essi a h  fr o m t h e w o m a n,  
a  d es c e n d a nt  of  A d a m,  A br a h a m,  a n d  
D a vi d  ( M att. 1: 1;  L u k e  3: 3 8).  ( B u z z ar d, 
1 0).

p o u n d  u nit y  of  G o d.  ( 2) T h e  d eit y  of  t h e 
F at h er,  t h e S o n,  a n d  l h e S pirit. ⑶  T h e  
p ers o n alit y  of  t h e F at h er,  t h e S o n,  a n d  
t h e S pirit.  <

F ail ur e  t o pr o v e  a n y  o n e  of  t h es e t hr e e 
pr o p ositi o ns  will  r es ult i n t h e c oll a ps e  of  
t his t h e or y. T o  dis pr o v e  tri nit y, t h er e
f or e, o n e  n e e ds  t o est a blis h  o nl y  o n e  of  
t h e t hr e e f a cts: ( 1) T h e  si m pl e u nit y  of  
G o d.  ( 2) J es us is n ot  G o d.  ( 3) T h e  S pirit  
is n ot  a  p ers o n.  ( H uff cr, S yst e m ati c  T h e ・  
ol o g y,  6 3).

It c a n  b e  cl e arl y  s e e n t h at l h e tri nit y is 
a f als e d o ctri n e.  J es us w as  b o m  of  t h e 
vir gi n  M ar y,  b ut  M ar y  is n ot  t h e m ot h er  of  
G o d.  A  p ers o n  c a n n ot  pr a y  t o hi ms elf,  
m a ki n g  it i m p ossi bl e f or J es us  t o b e  G o d.  
J es us di e d;  G o d  c a n n ot. T h e  m e di at or  
m ust  b e  a  t hir d p art y,  a n d  si n c eJ es us  is t h e 
m e di at or,  H e  c a n n ot  b e  G o d.

M a n y  p e o pl e  pr of ess  t o b eli e v e  i n l h e 
d o ctri n e  of  t h e tri nit y; h o w e v er,  t h er e c a n  
b e  n o  b asis  f or t his b eli ef.  " T h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  c o nt ai ns  n o  f or m al d o ctri n e  of  
山  e  Tri nit y  ” ( Br o w n, 1 4 0).  H o w e v er,  r eli
gi o n  is e ntir el y  b as e d  o n  f ait h; f ait h i n a  
G o d  w e  h a v e  n e v er  s e e n. It is b e c a us e  
r eli gi o n is b as e d  o n  f ait h a n d  i nt er pr et % 、̂  
li o ns of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at t his c o ntr o v ers ™ < - 
st art e d i n t h e first pl a c e.
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T h e  fir st p er s o n  t o 

b e n efit  fr o m

f or gi vi n g i s al w a y s  

t h e p er s o n  w h o  

f or gi v e s.

b y  P ast or  J o h n  A.  R ailt o n  
S o ut h  B e n d,  I N

H E R E  A R E  T W O  br o a d  pr o bl e ms  
t h at m a n y  h a v e  wit h  f or gi v e n ess, 
a n d  w e'll  a d dr ess  b ot h  of  t h e m. First,  
m a n y  h a v e  diffi c ult y  b eli e vi n g  a n d  

a c c e pti n g  G o d's  f or gi v e n ess. It's as  t h o u g h His  
f or gi v e n ess is v ali d  f or e v er y o n e  els e,  " b ut  s ur el y 
it d o es n't  a p pl y  l o m e. "  " M y mist a k es  ar c l o o 
b a d. "  Or,  “ I’m  w ors e  t h a n L h c  ot h crs. "  Or,  “ If H e  
r e all y k n e w  all of  w h at  I' v e d o n e,  H e' d  n e v er  
f or gi v e m e. "  Cl os el y  r el at e d t o t his is t h e r ef us al 
l o f or gi v e y o urs elf,  or  h ol di n g  o nt o  t h e g uilt  of  t h e 
p ast.  T his  s h o ws a  l a c k of  u n d erst a n di n g  of  w h al  
f or gi v e n ess r e all y is. T h e  s e c o n d pr o bl e m  is t h e 
fli p si d e of  f or gi v e n ess—  iffi c ull y wit h,  or  L h c  
r ef us al t o gr a m,  f or gi v e n ess t o ot h ers. T his  is s u c h 
a criti c al pr o bl e m  t o r es ol v e b e c a us e  it aff e cts  
h o w  G o d  f or gi v es us.

i n g," W ell,  t h at's j ust t h e w a y  h e  is. " G o d  h as  d o n e  
n o n e  of  t h es e i n r es ol vi n g o ur  si n.

F ar  t o o oft e n  t h es e ar e  t h e w or ki n g  d efi niti o ns  
of  f or gi v e n ess. T h e y  ar e  i n a c c ur at e. T h e y  c o nf us e  
t h e iss u e. T h e y  i n f a ct s h ori cir c uil  t h e pr o c ess  a n d  
pr e v e nt  tr u e f or gi v e n ess fr o m t a ki n g pl a c e.  It is 
b e c a us e  of  t h es e i n a c c ur at e d efi niti o ns  t h at p e o pl e  
h a v e  diffi c ult y  b eli e vi n g  a n d  a c c e pti n g  G o d's  f or
gi v e n ess.  Wit h  a n y  h o n est y  al  ail it's cl e ar  t h es e 
d efi niti o ns  r es ol v e a bs ol ut el y  n ot hi n g,  w h er e as  
mi c  f or gi v e n ess r es ol v es lli c vi ol ati o n.  W h e n  G o d  
f or gi v es, H e  f or gi v es. H e  gi v es  u p  t h e d esir e  a n d  
t h e ri g ht l o p u nis h.  H e  gi v es  u p  l h c a n g er.  H e  t a k es 
a w a y  t h e g uilt.

T h er e  is c o nsi d er a bl e  c ost  i n v ol v e d i n f or gi v e
n ess.  T h e  f or gi v er p a ys  t h e pri c e.  If y o u  st e al a  
t h o us a n d d oll ars fr o m m e,  a n d ar c a bs ol ut el y  
u n a bl e  t o r e p a y it. a n d  y o u  c o m e  b e g gi n g  m e  t o 
f or gi v e t h at d e bt,  s o m e o n e  h as  t o p a y.  If I f or gi v e 
t h e d e bt.  I' m o ut  t h e t h o us a n d d oll ars. I h a v e  
a bs or b e d t h e l oss. T h e  f or gi v er p a ys  t h e pri c e.  
G o d  p ai d  d e arl y.  S e e  R o m a ns  5: 8  a n d  A cts  2 0: 2 8.

J es us p ai d  d e arl y  as w ell.  I n Pt uli p pi a ns  2.  
J es us  is d es cri b e d  as  h u m bl y  a n d  o b e di e ntl y  g oi n g  
t o di e  cr oss.  H e  g a v e  u p  His  i n n o c e n c e. H e  g a v e  u p  
Hi ms elf.  H e  p ai d  a  h e a v y  pri c e.  S e c o n d  C ori n dii-  
a ns  5: 2 1  t ells us  J es us b e c a m e  si n f or us.  Y o u  s e c. 
H e  t o o k o ur  si n u p o n  Hi ms elf.  I b eli e v e  H e  di e d  a  
g uilt y  m a n,  c ert ai nl y  n ot  of His  o w n  si n,  b ut  g uilt y  
of  o urs.  T h e  f or gi v er p a ys  t h e pri c e  of  f or gi v e n ess.

L o o k  at 1 J o h n 1: 9.  W h at  d o cs  G o d  w a nt  us  t o 
d o  c o n c er ni n g o ur  si n ? C o nf ess!  H o w  is G o d  
d es cri b e d  i n t h e a ct  of  f or gi vi n g ? F ait hf ul!  J ust!  
W h al  d o cs  G o d  d o  b esi d es  f or gi vi n g us ? H e  
p urifi es  us  fr o m all  u nri g ht e o us n ess!  L et's  l o o k at  
s o m e e x a m pl es t h at s h o w h o w  f ait hf ul a n d  j ust 
G o d  is. H e br e ws  1 0: 1 7,  “ T h eir  si ns a n d l a wl ess 
a cts I will  r e m e m b er n o  m or e''  ( N A S B). Is ai a h 
4 4: 2 2:  "I h a v e  s w e pt a w a y  y o ur  off e ns es  li k e a  
cl o u d,  y o ur  si ns h k e  t h e m or ni n g  mist.  R et ur n  t o

" F or gi v e  Us  O ur  D e bts "

L et's  b e gi n  b y  d efi ni n g  f or gi v e n ess. O ur  fri e n d 
W e bst er  w ell  d efi n es  f or gi v e n ess as  " gi vi n g  u p  
r es e nt m e nt a g ai nst,  or  l h c d esir e  l o p u nis h,  t o st o p 
b ei n g  a n gr y  wit h,  t o p ar d o n,  l o gi v e  u p  all  cl ai m  
t o p u nis h  or  e x a ct  p e n alt y,  t o c a n c el  or  r e mit t h e 
d e bt,  fi n e, or  p e n all y. "  T h e  w or d  “ f or gi v e " is 
r e all y a c o m bi n ati o n  of  t w o w or ds,  "f or " a n d  
“ gi v e L T h efirst w or d/ T or "  m e a ns  " a w a y. ”  W h e n  
G o d  f or gi v es, H e  " gi v es a w a y "  or  '' gi v es u p "  t h e 
r es e nt m e nt, t h e ri g ht t o e x a ct  p e n all y,  et c.  As  w e  
c o nsi d er G o d's  f or gi v e n ess w e'll  fi n d t his is 
e x a ctl y  w h al  G o d  h as  d o n e  f or us.

W h e n  w e  d efi n e  f or gi v e n ess it,s ess e nti al  w e  
u n d erst a n d  w h at  f or gi v e n ess is n ot.  F or gi v e n ess  
is n ot dis c o u nti n g  t h e vi ol ati o n,  or  i g n ori n g it. It's 
n ot  disr e g ar di n g,  t ol er ati n g, e x c usi n g,  o v erl o o k 
i n g, or  cl osi n g  t h e e y es  l o t h e off e ns e  c o m mitt e d.  
It is n ot  s a yi n g, “ It's o k a y, "  or,  “ It d o es n't  m al-  
t er. " It is n ot  si m pl y l etti n g ti m e p ass.  It is n ot  pr e 
t e n di n g di al  t h e off e ns e  di d n't  h a p p e n.  It is n ot  
r esi g ni n g o urs el v es  t o s o m e o n e's  a cti o ns  b y  s a y-



H e alt h y  a n g er  c a n  m oti v at e  o n e  t o m a k e  t hi n g s ri g ht.

U n h e alt h y  a n g er  c a n  m oti v at e  si n.

,
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c o n diti o ns.  Y o u'll  fi n d t his tr u e t hr o u g h
o ut  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  as  w ell  as  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt.  T h e  c o n diti o ns  w e  m ust  m e et  
ar e  cl e ar.  W e  m ust  b eli e v e  t h e g o o d  n e ws  
of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  a n d  t h e n a m e  of

m e,  f or I h a v e  r e d e e m e d y o u ” ( NI V). 
Is ai a h 4 3: 2 5:  * *I,  e v e n  I, a m  h e  w h o  bl ots  
o ut  y o ur  tr a ns gr essi o ns, f or m y  o w n  s a k e, 
a n d  r e m e m b ers y o ur  si ns  n o  m or e "  ( NI V). 
Is ai a h 5 5: 7:  " L et t h e wi c k e d  f ors a k e his

hi m  g o.  N o w  l efs r e a d t h e r est of  t h e 
st or y, M att h e w  1 8: 2 8- 3 5. P arti c ul arl y  
n oti c e  v ers e  3 5.  T his  is r ei nf or c e d els e- ^ ^  
w h er e.  M att h e w  6: 1 4, 1 5  t ells us, u If y oi ^ 

f or gi v e m e n  w h e n  t h e y si n a g ai nst  y o u,

" As  W e  F or gi v e  O ur  D e bt ors "

A c c or di n g  t o M att h e w  1 8: 2 1- 2 7, a  
s er v a nt  o w e d  his  ki n g  a  h u g e  d e bt.  H e  w as  
t ot all y u n a bl e  t o p a y,  s o h e  b e g g e d  f or 
m er c y.  T h e  ki n g  c a n c el e d  t h e d e bt  a n d  l et

ti o n f or t h os e w h o  ar e i n C hrist  J es us, 
b e c a us e  ... C hrist  J es us ... s et m e  fr e e 
fr o m ... si n a n d  d e at h "  ( NI V).

T h e  f or gi v er p a ys  t h e pri c e,  b ut  t h e 
f or gi v c e h as  al w a ys  h a d  t o m e et  c ert ai n

w a y  a n d t h e e vil m a n  his  t h o u g hts. L et  
hi m  t ur n t o t h e L o r d , a n d  h e  will  h a v e  
m er c y  o n  hi m,  a n d  t o o ur  G o d,  f or h e  will  
fr e el y p ar d o n "  ( NI V). Is ai a h 1: 1 8: * * C o m c  
n o w,  l et us  r e as o n t o g et h er, s a ys  l h e L o r d .

T h o u g h  y o ur  si ns ar e li k e s c arl et, t h e y 
s h all b e  as  w hit e  as  s n o w,  t h o u g h t h e y ar c  
r e d as  cri ms o n,  t h e y s h all b e  li k e w o ol "  
( NI V).

Ps al m  3 2: 1,  2:  " Bl ess e d is h e  w h os e  
tr a ns gr essi o ns ar e  f or gi v e n, w h os e  si ns 
ar e  c o v er e d.  Bl ess e d  is l h e m a n  w h os e  si n 
t h e L o r d  d o cs  n ot  c o u nt a g ai nst hi m "  
( N T V). Ps al m  1 0 3: 1 2:  * * As  f ar as  t h e c ast  
is fr o m t h e w est,  s o  f ar h as  h e  r e m o v e d o ur  
tr a ns gr essi o ns fr o m us "  ( N T V). Is ai a h 
3 8: 1 7  ( NI V): " Y o u h a v e  p ul  all m y  si ns 
b e hi n d  y o ur  b a c k ?'  J er e mi a h  3 1: 3 4,  ( NI V): 
" F or  I will  f or gi v e t h eir wi c k e d n ess  a n d  
will  r e m e m b er t h eir si ns n o  m or e. "  J er e
mi a h  5 0: 2 0:  u I n t h os e d a ys,  at  t h at ti m e, 
d e cl ar es  t h e L o r d , s e ar c h  will  b e  m a d e  f or 
Isr a efs g uilt,  b ut  t h er e will  b e  n o n e,  a n d  
f or t h e si ns of  J u d a h, b ut  n o n e  will  b e  
f o u n d, f or I will  f or gi v e t h e r e m n a nt I 
s p ar e "  ( NI V). Mi c a h  7: 1 8, 1 9:  “ W h o  is a  
G o d  li k e y o u,  w h o  p ar d o ns  si n a n d  f or
gi v es  t h e tr a ns gr essi o n of  L h e  r e m n a nt of  
his  i n h erit a n c e ? Y o u  d o  n ot  st a y a n gr y  
f or e v er, b ut  d eli g ht  l o s h o w m er c y.  Y o u  
will  a g ai n h a v e  c o m p assi o n  o n  us;  y o u  
will  tr e a d o ur  si ns u n d erf o ot  a n d  h url  all  
o ur  i ni q uiti es i nt o l h e d e pt hs  of  t h e s e a " 
( N T V). I d o n  *t  k n o w  if t h er e's a n y  w a y  H e  
c o ul d  h a v e  ass ur e d  us  a n y  b ett er,  or  s ai d 
it m or e  c o m pl et el y!

Il is t h e s a m e  G o d  t h at w e  w ors hi p  a n d  
s er v e t o d a y. H e  h as  m a d e  t h e s a m e off er  
of  f or gi v e n ess t o us.  R o m a ns  8: 1  t ells us,  
* * T h er ef br e,  t h er e is n o w  n o  c o n d e m n a-

y o ur  h e a v e nl y  F at h er  will  als o f or gi v e 
y o u.  B ut  if y o u  d o  n ot  f or gi v e m e n  t h eir 
si ns, y o ur  F at h er  will  n ot  f or gi v e y o ur  
si ns "  ( NI V). M ar k  1 1 : 2 5 s a ys,  " A n d  w h e n  
y o u  st a n d pr a yi n g,  if y o u  h ol d  a n yt hi n g  
a g ai nst  a n y o n e,  f or gi v e hi m,  s o t h at y o ur  
F at h er  i n h e a v e n  m a y  f or gi v e y o u  y o ur  
si ns "  ( NI V). W e  pr a y  i n t h e L or d  *s  Pr a y er,  
" F or gi v e  us  o ur  si ns as  w e  f or gi v e t h os e 
w h o  h a v e  si n n e d a g ai nst  us. "

W e  ar e  t h at s er v a nt. G o d  is t h e Ki n g.  
W e  ar c f or gi v e n a gr e at  d e bt — all o ur  
si ns, all  o ur  lif e. B ut,  a m o n g  ot h er  t hi n gs, 
o ur  f or gi v e n ess is c o nti n g e nt  u p o n  o ur  
f or gi v e n ess of  ot h ers.  It is ess e nti al  t h at 
w e  f or gi v e t h os e w h o  h a v e  wr o n g e d  us.  I 
will  n eit h er  s u g g est  t h at it is e as y,  n or  t h at 
it c a n  b e  d o n e  i n a  m o m e nt.  B ut  it m ust  
d o n e  or  it will  d estr o y  o ur  o w n  r el ati o n ™- 
s hi p wit h  o ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er.

T h er e  ar e a n u m b er  of  i nst a n c es of  
f or gi v e n ess a m o n g  m e n  i n t h e S cri pt ur es.  
1)  J os e p h f or g a v e his  br ot h ers.  2)  M os es  
f or g a v e Miri a m  a n d  A ar o n.  3)  J es us f or
g a v e  His  e x e c ut ors.  4)  St e p h e n  f or g a v e 
t h os e w h o  st o n e d hi m.  5)  T h e  f at h er f or
g a v e  t h e pr o di g al  s o n.

M ost ar ef a mili ar  wit h  J a c o b  a n d  Es a u,  
t wi n s o ns  of  Is a a c. Es a u  w as  t h e first b or n 
a n d  s o  w as  e ntitl e d  t o a  d o u bl e  p orti o n  of  
t h e i n h erit a n c e a n d  als o  a  s p e ci al bl essi n g  
fr o m his  f at h er. O n e  d a y  J a c o b t o o k a d 
v a nt a g e  of  Es a u  l o g ai n t h e first b or n birt h 
ri g ht. L at er,  w h e n  Is a a c w as  a b o ut  t o di e,  
J a c o b d e c ei v e d  Is a a c t o o bt ai n  t h e bl ess 
i n g Is a a c i nt e n d e d t o gi v e  Es a u.  T his  of  
c o urs e  r e al l y off e n d e d  Es a u  a n d  h e  w or k e d  
t hr o u g h s e v er al  st a g es  of  e m oti o n  b ef or e  
h e  c o ul d  f or gi v e his  br ot h er.  I n his  b o o k,  
F or gi v e  a n d  F or g et,  L e wis  S m e d cs  i d e n
tifi es f o ur st a g es t h at w e  t y pi c all y g o  
t hr o u g h i n s u c h a c as e: H urt,  H atr e d,  
H e ali n g,  a n d  H ar m o n y.

1.  First  t h er e is h urt.  T h er e  w as  c o nsi d- ' 
er a bl e  p ai n  i n k n o wi n g  y o ur  o w n  br ot h er

J es us  C hrist.  W e  m ust  c o nf ess  a n d  r e p e nt 
of  o ur  si n. W e  m ust  b e  i m m ers e d i n t h e 
n a m e  of  J es us as  a  r es ult of  t his b eli ef  a n d  
c o nf essi o n.  T h es e  ar e  t h e c o n diti o ns,  b ut  
G o d  a n d  J es us h a v e  still p ai d  t h e pri c e.

As  m e nti o n e d  e arli er,  ifs c o m m o n  l o 
h e ar  p e o pl e  s a y t h e y b eli e v e  G o d  h as  
f or gi v e n, b ut  t h e y c a n't f or gi v e t h e m
s el v es. W h al  a n i ns ult t o G o d!  H e  h as  
gi v e n l h e pr e ci o us bl o o d of  His  o nl y  
b e g ott e n  S o n.  J es us h as  gi v e n  His  v er y  
lif e. A n d  s o m e o n e c o m es  al o n g  a n d  s a ys 
it's n ot  e n o u g h!  It's n ot  c o m pl et e!  If y o u  
h a v e  m et  t h e pr o p er  c o n diti o ns,  t h e n cl ai m  
a n d  a c c e pt  t h e pr o mis es  of  1 J o h n 1 : 9. If 
y o u  h a v e n't  m et  t h es e c o n diti o ns, w h y  
n ot  t a k e c ar e  of  t h e m n o w ?

T h er e  is a  p ar a bl e  i n M att h e w  1 8  t h at 
ill ustr at es G o d's  f or gi v e n ess. O ur  si n  is as  
a h u m o n g o us d e bt w e o w et o G o d.  T h er e's  
n o  w a y  w e  c a n  p a y.  W e  lit er all y d es er v e  
t o di e  b e c a us e  of  o ur  si n, b ut  G o d  i n His  
m er c y  h as  f or gi v e n t his gr e at  d e bt.  I n f a ct 
H e  h as  p ai d  t h e d e bt  Hi ms elf  b y  s a crifi c
i n g His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n.  " F or  G o d  s o 
l o v e d t h e w orl d,  t h at h e  g a v e  his  o nl y  
b e g ott e n  S o n,  t h at w h os o e v er  b eli e v et h  i n 
hi m  s h o ul d  n ot  p eris h,  b ut  h a v e  e v erl ast 
i n g lif en  (J o h n 3: 1 6,  KJ V).
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of  t h e Tri b u n e  i n w hi c h  s h e s ai d. "Il's  
ti m e w e  t ur n ar o u n d  a n d  bri n g  J es us b a c k  
i nt o t h e c o u ntr y , b a c k  i nt o t h e s c h o ols  a n d  
s e e  C a n a d a  ris e u p  as  a  str o n g  a n d  h e alt h y  
n ati o n  as  w e  pr o cl ai m  t h at J es us is L or d  
o v er  C a n a d a.  It's ti m e w e  s e e k l h e f a c e of  
t his c o u ntr y's  o nl y  a ns w er  a n d  o nl y  h o p e  
f or s u c c ess a n d  pr os p erit y.  W e  n e e d  J e
s us! 5 '

' " Bl ess e d is t h e n ati o n  w h os e  G o d  is t h e 
L o r d '' ( Ps a. 3 3: 1 2,  N  A S B).  “ H o w  bl ess e d  
ar c  l h e p e o pl e  w h o  ar c  s o sit u at e d; h o w  
bl ess e d  ar c  t h e p e o pl e  w h os e  G o d  is t h e 
L o r d !'' ( Ps a. 1 4 4: 1 5.)

G o d  h as  f ait hf ull y k e pt  C a n a d a!  If G o d 
is g oi n g  t o c o nti n u e t o k e e p  o ur  l a n d 
gl ori o us  a n d  fr e e w e  m ust  k e e p  Hi m!

g esti n g  t h at f or gi v e n ess m ust  b e  d o n e —  
f or L h e  s a k e  of  o ur  o w n  r el ati o n wit h  o ur  
H e a v e nl y  F at h er,  a n d  f or t h e sii k c of  o ur  
o w n  p e a c e  a n d  h e alt h.

l o o k it. W e  d o n't  b y p ass  it. W e  m a k e  a  
willf ul  c h oi c e t o f or gi v e il. I s h o ul d  
m e nti o n,  di e  first p ers o n  l o b e n efit  fr o m 
f or gi vi n g is al w a ys t h e p ers o n  w h o  f or
gi v es.  T h e  h e art,  lif e, p ers o n alit y,  a n d  
s o m clii n es p h ysi c al  b o d y  ar e  p ur g e d  of  
t h e p ois o n  of u nf or gi v c n css.  A  pris o n er  is 
s et fr e e, a n d  t h at pris o n er  is t h e f or gi v er. 
T h e  o n e  w h o  is f or gi v e n m a y  n e v er  k n o w,  
m a y  n ot  n e e d  t o k n o w,  m a y b e  s h o ul d n't 
e v e n  b e  t ol d. Y o u  c a n  stir u p  a h or n et's  
n est  if y o u  g o  u p  l o s o m e o n e a n d  s a y, “ I 
f or gi v e y o u,,'  w h e n  h e  or  s h e m a y  n ot  
n e c ess aril y  h a v e  b e e n  s e e ki n g it, a n d  m a y  
n ot  a gr e e  a n yt hi n g  wr o n g  w as  d o n e.  Y o u  
m a y  t h e n r o b y o urs elf  of  t h e p e a c e  of  
f or gi v e n ess.

B ef or e  his  d e at h,  Fr e d eri c k  t h e Gr e at  
w as  t ol d h e  s h o ul d f or gi v e his  e n e mi es.  
C alli n g  his  q u e e n  o v er  h e  s ai d,  " D or ot h y,  
writ e  t o y o ur  br ot h er  t h at I f or gi v e hi m  all  
t h e e vil  h e  h as  d o n e  m e,  b ut  w ait  till I' m 
d e a d  first. "

Cl ar a  B art o n,  f o u n d er of  t h e R e d  Cr oss,  
w as  r e mi n d e d o n e  d a y  of  a  vi ci o us  d e e d  
t h at s o m e o n e h a d  d o n e  t o h er  y e ars  b e 
f or e. B ut  Cl ar a  a ct e d  as  if s h e h a d  n e v er  
h e ar d  of  t h e i n ci d e nt. '' D o n't y o u  r e m e m
b er  it ? " h er  fri e n d as k e d. " N o, " c a m e  
Cl ar a's  r e pl y. *'I disti n ctl y r e m e m b er 
f or g etti n g il. "

J cr e mi ali  r e c or d e d G o d's  w or ds  a b o ut  
t h e n ati o n: " ' H as  a  n ati o n  c h a n g e d  g o ds,  
w h e n  tli c y w er e  n ot  g o ds ?  B ut  M y  p e o pl e  
h a v e  c h a n g e d  L h eir  gl or y  f or t h at w hi c h  
d o es  n ot  pr ofit.  B e  a p p all e d,  O  h e a v e ns,  at  
tliis, a n d  s h u d d er, b e  v er y  d es ol at e.'  d e 
cl ar es t h e L o r d . ' F or M y  p e o pl e  h a v e  
c o m mitt e d  t w o e vils:  t h e y h a v e  f ors a k e n 
M e,  t h e f o u nt ai n of  li vi n g w at ers,  l o h e w  
f or t h e ms el v es cist er ns, br o k e n  cist er ns  
t h at c a n  h ol d  n o  w at er' "  ( 2: 1 1 - 1 3, N A S B).  
N ot e  t w o si ns G o d  c h ar g es t o tli c m: 1)  
f aili n g t o k e e p  G o d;  2)  i n v esti n g t h eir 
li v es i n di e  v a nit y  of  br o k e n  cist er ns,  i. c., 
t hi n gs w hi c h  h a v e  n o  tr u e or  d e ni al  w ort h.

S o m e  w e e ks  a g o  a  y o u n g  girl  n a m e d  
P h o e b e  M arti n  wr ot e  a  l ett er t o t h e e dit or

F oll o wi n g  is a  f or m ul a di al  m a y  h el p  i n 
t h e f or gi v e n ess pr o c ess.  T his  is t a k e n 
fr o m a  littl e b o o kl et  p ut  o ut  b y  t h e N c u cs  
L e b e n  I nt er n ati o n al or g a ni z ati o n.

1 . Cl e arl y  i d e ntif y t h e a ct u al off e ns e  
di al  m a d e  L h e  p ers o n  g uilt y  t o w ar d y o u.  
Writ e  it o ut,  if n e e d  b e.

2.  Al o n e  b ef or e  G o d,  g o  d o w n  l h e list 
it e m b y  it e m, t elli n g Hi m  y o u  ar c  lilti n g 
fr o m l h e off e n d er  his r cs p o nsi b山 l y t o 
" p a y f or " his  wr o n g  t o w ar d y o u — a n d  
t h at b y  G o d's  gr a c e  y o u  n o  l o n g er c o n 
si d er  t h e off e n d er  g uilt y — t o w ar d y o u.  It 
m a y  b e  n e c ess ar y  t o d o  t his wit h  a  c o u n 
s el or, or  a  m at ur e  C hristi a n  fri e n d. T his  
m a y  t a k c a c o nsi d cr a bl c a m o u nt of  li m e t o 
w or k  t hr o u g h.

3.  T h e n  i n pr a y er,  c ni mst  t h e off e ns e  
a n d t h e off e n d er  t o G o d.  G o d  m a y  still 
h a v e  l o d e al  wit h  l h e off e n d er,  b ut  it is 
n o w  i n His  h a n ds,  a n d  n ot  y o urs.

4.  D estr o y  t h e list.
A g ai n,  I' m n ot  s u g g esti n g  f or gi v e n ess 

is e as y,  n or  t h at it c a n  b e  d o n e  i n a ni o-  
ni c nl.  es p e ci all y  w h e n  L h e  off e ns e  is d e e p,  
p ers o n al,  or  of  l o n g st a n di n g. I a ni s u g-

w o ul d  r ef us e t o gi v e  f o o d i n or d er  ( o 
b art er  f or y o ur  first b or n birtliri g ht.  T h er e  
w as  als o  a l ol of  p ai n  i n k n o wi n g  J a c o b  

^ ^ h a d  d e c ei v e d his f at h er t o o bt ai n  di e  
first b or n's bl essi n g.  It w as  q uit e  a  bl ess 
i n g, i n cl u di n g a b u n d a n c e of  m at eri al  
g o o ds,  l e a d ers hi p a m o n g  n ati o ns,  t o b e  
L or d  o v er  his  br ot h ers,  a n d  t h at w h o e v er  
bl ess e d  hi m  w o ul d  b e  bl ess e d,  a n d  w h o 
e v er c urs e d hi m  w o ul d  b e  c urs e d. T h e  
o nl y  bl essi n g  l eft f or Es a u  w as  t h at h e  
w o ul d  s er v e his  br ot h er ― j ust w h al  h e  
w a nt e d  t o h e ar!  It h urt  a gr e at  d e al  b e 
c a us e  it w as  p ers o n al,  it w as  u nf air,  a n d  it 
w as  d e e p.

2.  It di d n't  t a k e l o n g f or Es a u's  p ai n  l o 
l u m i nt o h atr e d. T his  oft e n h a p p e ns.  
G e n esis  2 7: 4 1  s a ys, “ Es a u  h el d  a  gr u d g e  
a g ai nst  J a c o b b e c a us e  of  t h e bl essi n g  his  
f at h er h a d  gi v e n  hi m.  H e  s ai d t o hi ms elf,  
' T h e d a ys  of  m o ur ni n g  f or m y  f atli cr ar c  
n e ar;  t h e n I will  kill  m y  br oi h cr  J a c o b' "  
( NI V). T h er e  c ert ai nl y  w as  s o m e a n g er  
i n v ol v e d, b ut  a n g er  its elf is n't n e c ess aril y  
wr o n g.  A  h e al 山 y  aii g er c a n  m oti v at e  o n e  
l o m a k e  t hi n gs ri g ht. A n  u n h e altli y  a n g er  
c a n  m oti v at e  r e v e n g e a n d  otli crsi n.  Es a u's  
w as  cl e arl y  a  si nf ul r e a cti o n. H e  h ar b or e d

gr u d g e  a n d h atr e d  f or m a n y  y e ars.  
J a c o b  fl e d f or his  lif e, w as  g o n e  a  n u m b er  
of  y e ars,  m arri e d,  a n d h a d 1 1 c hil dr e n.  
B ut  his  g o al  fr o m t h e st art  w as  l o r et ur n t o 
his  h o m e.

3.  H e ali n g  c a m e,  b ulii  w as  m a n y  y e ars  
l al cr. W e'r e  n ot  t ol d all  L h e  d et ails  of  t h e 
h e ali n g  b ut  w e  ar c  t ol d of  Lli cir  r e u ni o n 
( G e n. 3 2: 3- 3 3: 1 1).

4.  N o w  i n t his i nst a n c e, h e ali n g  a n d  
h ar m o n y  w er e  a p p ar e nt  b olli  al  t h e s a m e 
li m e. T his  is n't n e c ess aril y  t y pi c al, n or  
d o cs  h ar m o n y  n e c ess aril y  h a v e  t o t a k e 
pl a c e.  S o m eti m es  it is n't s af e, as i n t h e 
e as e  of  vi ol e n c e  or  a b us e.  S o m clii n es  it 
is n't p ossi bl e,  as i n t h e e as e w h er e  t h e 
off e n d er  is d e a d.  H o w e v er,  it's o b vi o us  
h o w  s w e et  l h e h ar m o n y  Ui c n  w as  b et w e e n  
t h es e t w o br ot h ers.

Wli c n  w e  f or gi v e, w hi c h  w e'r e  c o m 
m a n d e d  l o d o,  w e  ( o o m ust  “ gi v e  u p "  a  
gr e at d e al. T h er e  is c o nsi d er a bl e c ost  
i n v ol v e d i n f or gi v e n ess. Tli c  f or gi v er p a ys  
t h e pri c e.  W h e n  w e  f or gi v e a p ers o n al,  

^ ^ d e e p  off e ns e,  w e  " gi v e u p "  o ur  ri g hts t o 
^r e v e n g e,  t o e x a ct  a  p e n alt y,  t o b e  a n gr y,  

et c.  W e  a bs or b  Lii c  l oss. W e  d o n't  o v er-

G o d  K e e p  O ur  L a n d
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 1)
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A
Ar e  y o u  a  

g o o d  st e w ar d  

of  t h e m a nif ol d

b y  P ast or  S.  O.  R oss  
Lit c hfi el d,  M N

bl e s si n g s  of  

G o d ?

v ari o us f o n ns, s o m eti m es b y  c as h or  c h e c k,  
s o m eti m es  b y  g o o ds,  s o m eti m es  b y  l a b or or  ot h er  
m e a ns.  S o  wit h  G o d  w e  c a n * * p a y  o ur  r e nt " i n 
v ari o us  w a ys.

I n t h e p ar a bl e  of  t h e T al e nts  i n M att h e w  2 5  w e  
fi n d t h at t hr e e s er v a nts w er e  e a c h  gi v e n  a  n u m b er  
of  t al e nts. W e  n ot e  t h at e a c h  o n e  w as  r e w ar d e d i n 
a c c or d a n c e  wit h  h o w  h e  us e d  his  t al e nt. T h e  o n e  
w h o  h a d  r e c ei v e d o nl y  o n e  t al e nt di d  n ot hi n g  wit h  
it. I n f a ct, h e  hi d  it a n d  r et ur n e d t o t h e o w n er  o nl y  
t h at o n e  t al e nt t h at h a d  b e e n  gi v e n  hi m.  H e  m a d e  
n o  pr ofit a bl e  us e  of  t h at w hi c h  w as  gi v e n  hi m.  
W h at  w as  t h e r es p o ns e t o t h at o n e  w h o  di d  n ot  
m a k e  a n y  us e  of  his  t al e nt ? * * T a k e  t h er ef or e t h稣 、  
t al e nt fr o m hi m,  a n d  gi v e  it u nt o  hi m  w hi c h  h ai W  
t e n t al e nts. F or  u nt o  e v er y  o n e  t h at h at h  s h all b e  
gi v e n,  a n d  h e  s h all  h a v e  a b u n d a n c e:  b ut  fr o m hi m  
t h at h at h  n ot  s h all b e  t a k e n a w a y  e v e n  tli at w hi c h  
h e  h at h "  ( M alt. 2 5: 2 8,  2 9).

W e  n e e d  t o m a k e  us e  of  t h at w hi c h  G o d  h as  
gi v e n  t o us,  w h et h er  t h e t al e nts ar e  l ar g e or  s m all. 
H e nr y  V a n  D y k e  o n c e  s ai d,  " Us e  w h at  t al e nts y o u  
p oss ess,  t h e w o o ds  w o ul d  b e  v er y  sil e nt  if n o  bir ds  
s a n g t h er e e x c e pt  t h os e w h o  s a n g  b est. "  T his  w ell  
a p pli es t o o ur  C hristi a n  s er vi c e as w ell.  Littl e  
w o ul d  b e  d o n e  if o nl y  t h e e x p ert,  t h e b est,  w o ul d  
s er v e.

Ti m e  is gi v e n  t o us  t o us e.  D o  w e  us e  it wis el y  
or  w ast e  it ? " S e c  t h e n t h at y e  w al k  cir c u ms p e ctl y,  
n ot  as f o ols, b ut  as wis e,  r e d e e mi n g t h e ti m e, 
b e c a us e  t h e d a ys  ar e  e vil " ( E p h. 5: 1 5,  1 6).  W e  
n e e d  t o us e  o ur  ti m e— at  l e ast a  g o o dl y  p orti o n  of  
it— t o G o d's  gl or y,  w al ki n g  cir c u ms p e ctl y,  al u n e  
t o t h e ti m es a b o ut  us.  P a ul  s a ys a g ai n  i n t h e l ett er 
t o C ol oss e, "  W al k  i n wis d o m  t o w ar d t h e m t h at ar e  
wit h o ut,  r e d e e mi n g t h e ti m e " ( C o L 4: 5).  W e  m ust  
b e  g o o d  m a n a g ers  of  o ur  ti m e, if y o u  will,  usi n g  
it t o G o d's  gl or y.

W h at  st e w ar ds hi p d o  I dis pl a y  wit h  m  
n a n c es,  m y  s al ar y, m y  e ar ni n gs ?  I t hi n k w e  
n e e d  t o t a k e a r e al g o o d  l o o k at t h at p art  of

E dit or's  N ot e:  P ast or  St a n  R oss  f ell asl e e p i n C hrist  
o n  O ct o b er  2 4, 1 9 9 2.  His  ti m el y a n d a p pr o pri at e arti cl e  
e a c h iss u e c o ntri b ut e d  si g nifi c a ntl y t o t his m a g a zi n e  as a  
w h ol e.  B ei n g  a gr e at  l e a d er of  G o d's  p e o pl e,  h e  will  b e  
s or el y miss e d  t hr o u g h o ut o ur  c o nf er e n c e, a n d w hil e  w e  
m o ur n  his  d e at h,  w e  r ej oi c e i n t h e gr e at  h o p e  of  r es urr e cti o n 
t o i m m ort alit y w h e n  J es us c o m es.

S  I B E GI N  T O  S E T  d o w n  s o m e 
t h o u g hts o n  st e w ar ds hi p,  I a m  w ell  
a w ar e  t h at t h e w or d  s el d o m a p p e ars  
i n S cri pl ur e.  I n f a ct, I b eli e v e  t h at it 

a p p e ars  o nl y  t hr e e ti m es— a n d  t h e y'r e all  i n L u k e  
1 6  i n t hr e e s u c c essi v e v ers es.  T h e  w or d  l*st c w-  
ar d, "  of  c o urs e,  a p p e ars  oft e n.

W h at  d o cs  t h e w or d  "st e w ar d'' m e a n ?  W h o  is 
a  st e w ar d ?  T h e  di cti o n ar y  t ells us  t h at a  st e w ar d  
is a n  a d mi nistr at or  or  a  s u p er vis or— a  m a n a g er  or  
a n  offi c er  i n c h ar g e  of  fi n a n c e.

G o d  h as  cr e at e d  e v er yt hi n g  i n t h e w orl d  f or us  
t o us e.  W e  n e e d  t o b e  st e w ar ds  or  m a n a g ers  of  t h at 
w hi c h  H e  h as  gi v e n  us.  E v er yt hi n g  w e  h a v e  or  
t o u c h or  us e  fr o m t h e cr a dl e  t o t h e gr a v e  is fr o m 
G o d.  H e  is t h e Cr e at or  of  all  t hi n gs.

Ps al m  2 4: 1  t ells us,  ' " T h e e art h  is l h e L o r d 's , 
a n d  t h e f ul n ess t h er e of; l h e w orl d,  a n d  t h e y t h at 
d w ell  t h er ei n. " S o  n ot  o nl y  w h at  w e  us e  b ut  w e  
o urs el v es  ar c His.  T h e  Ps al ms  f urt h er t ell us,  
" E v er y b e ast  of  t h e f or est is mi n e,  a n d  t h e c attl e  
u p o n  a  t h o us a n d hills.  I k n o w  all  t h e f o wls of  l h e 
m o u nt ai ns:  a n d t h e wil d  b e asts  of  t h e fi el d ar e  
mi n e "  ( 5 0: 1 0, 1 1). D o es n't  l e a v e m u c h  o ut,  d o cs  
it ?

H a g g ai  s a ys f urt h er, " T h e  sil v er  is mi n e,  a n d  
t h e g ol d  is mi n e,  s ait h  t h e L o r d  of  h osts "  ( H a g g ai 
2: 8).  S o  w e  ar e  o nl y  st e w ar ds,  m a n a g ers,  us ers  of  
t h at w hi c h  H e  h as  pr o vi d e d  f or us.

I n o ur  r e nt al s yst e m  of  t o d a y, w e  ar c  e x p e ct e d  
t o p a y  a  f e e or  a n  a m o u nt  of  r e nt w h e n  w e  us e  
pr o p ert y  o w n e d b y  s o m e o n e els e. W e  w o ul d  
n e v er  t hi n k t h at w e  c o ul d us e  s o m e o n e's c ar  
wit h o ut  p a y m e nt,  or  li v e i n s o m e p art y's  h o us e  
wit h o ut  r e nt al p a y m e nt.  T h e  s a m e is tr u e of  all  
pr o p erti es  b el o n gi n g  t o s o m e o n e  els e.

S o  if w e  f oll o w t h at e x a m pl e,  h o w  m u c h  d o  w e  
o w e  t o G o d  f or r e nt al or  us e  of  all  H e  h as  pr o vi d e d  
f or o ur  us e  d ail y ?  C ert ai nl y  w e  m ust  b e  e x p e ct e d  
t o gi v e  b a c k  a  p orti o n  t o Hi m.  H o w  c a n  w e  d o  
t his ? I n o ur  s yst e m of  r e nt al, w e  c a n p a y  i n



E v er yt hi n g  w e  h a v e  or  t o u c h or  u s e

fr o m t h e cr a dl e  t o t h e gr a v e  i s fr o m G o d.

H e  i s t h e Cr e at or  of  all.
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st or y is t ol d of  t h e ti m e a r ailr o a d tr ai n
m a n  w as  t o fl a g d o w n  a  tr ai n, b ut  t h e tr ai n 
w e nt  o n  t hr o u g h a n d a b a d  wr e c k  t o o k 
pl a c e.  T h er e  w as  a l a ws uit t o pr o v e  t h e 
tr ai n m a n w as  n e gli g e nt  i n f aili n g t o pr o p-

t o c o m m u ni c at e "(l Ti m. 6:I 7, 1 8).  T h os e  
t w o v ers es  s ort of  t ell it all  a n d  gi v e  us  a  
c h all e n g e  l o c o m milt e d  st e w ar ds hi p f or 
t h e L or d.

S o  l et us  s h ar e  o ur  bl essi n gs,  o ur  li g ht,

n e e d  t o s h ar e i n G o d's  s er vi c e. W e  n e e d  
t o s h ar e  t h e W or d.  W c  n e e d  t o t ell ot h ers.  
As  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e nli g ht e n e d,  s o  w e  n e e d  
t o l et t h at li g ht s hi n e. * * L et  y o ur  li g ht s o 
s hi n e b ef or e  m e n,  t h at t h e y m a y  s e e  y o ur  
g o o d w or ks,  a n d gl orif y y o ur F at h er,  
w hi c h  is i n h e a v e n "  ( M att. 5: 1 6).

First  w e  n e e d  t o b e  s ur e w e  h a v e  t h e 
li g ht. T h e n  w e  n e e d  t o dis pl a y  it. T h e

of  t h e a bilit y  w hi c h  G o d  gi v et h:  t h at G o d  
i n all t hi n gs m a y  b e  gl orifi e d  t hr o u g h 
J es us C hrist,  t o w h o m  b e  pr ais e a n d  
d o mi ni o n  f or e v er  a n d e v er. A m e n "  ( 1 
P ct.  4: 1 0,  1 1).  S o  w e  ar e  n ot  as k e d  t o d o  
t h e i m p ossi bl e, b ut  w e  ar c  as k e d  t o us e  
w h at  t al e nts a n d  a biliti es  G o d  h as  gi v e n  
us  t o His  gl or y,  n ot  o urs.

" C h ar g e  t h e m t h at ar e  ri c h i n t his w orl d,

t h at t h e y b e  n ot  hi g h mi n d e d,  n or  tr ust i n 
u n c ert ai n  ri c h es, b ut  i n t h e li vi n g G o d,  
w h o  gi v et h  us  ri c hl y all t hi n gs t o e nj o y;  
t h at t h e y d o  g o o d,  t h at t h e y b e  ri c h i n 
g o o d  w or ks,  r e a d y t o distri b ut e,  willi n g

erl y  fl a g d o w n  t h e tr ai n. D uri n g  t h e tri al 
t h e tr ai n m a n t estifi e d t h at y es,  h e  h a d  
g ott e n  t h e m ess a g e  t o st o p t h e tr ai n, y es  
h e  h a d  t a k e n his  l a nt er n a n d  h a d  g o n e  o ut  
a n d  fr a nti c all y w a v e d  t h e l a nt er n, b ut  t h e 
tr ai n w e nt  ri g ht o n  
t hr o u g h. Fi n all y  t h e m a n 
w as  e x o n er at e d  fr o m li a
bilit y.  Aft er  t h e tri al w as  
o v er  t h e tr ai n m a n s ai d
t o his  l a w y er, "I s ur e ai n gl a d  n o  o n e  
as k e d  if t h e l a nt er n w as  lit. " Y es,  w e  n e e d  
t o li g ht o ur  l a nt er ns a n d  t h e n us e  t h at li g ht 
f or t h e gl or y  of  G o d.

Ar e  y o u  a  g o o d  st e w ar d of  t h e m a ni 
f ol d bl essi n gs  of  G o d ?  1 1  As  e v er y  m a n  
h at h  r e c ei v e d t h e gift,  e v e n s o mi nist er  
t h e s a m e  o n e  t o a n ot h er,  as  g o o d  st e w ar ds 
of  t h e m a nif ol d  gr a c e  of  G o d.  If a n y  m a n  
s p e a k, l et hi m  s p e a k as t h e or a cl es  of  
G o d;  if a n y  m a n  mi nist er,  l et hi m  d o  it as

t h e G os p el,  t o t h e gl or y  of  G o d.  L et  us  us e  
o ur  t al e nts, o ur  ti m e, a n d  o ur  fi n a n c es; i n 
G o d's  s er vi c e. As  q u ot e d  e arli er fr o m 
M al a c hi  3,  " Pr o v e  m e  n o w  h er e wit h,  s ait h  
t h e L o r d  of  h osts,  if I will  n ot  o p e n  y o u  
t h e wi n d o ws  of  h e a v e n,  a n d  p o ur  y o u  o ut  
a bl essi n g,  t h at t h er e s h all n ot  b e  r o o m 
e n o u g h  l o r e c ei v e il. " W e  c a n n ot  o ut gi v e  
G o d.  4 * Tr y  m e, "  H e  s a ys. As  i n di vi d u als 
a n d as a p e o pl e,  w e  n e e d  t o b e  g o o d  
st e w ar ds t o t h e gl or y  of  G o d.

m a n a g e m e nt,  s u p er visi o n, a n d a d mi ni 
str ati o n  of  o ur  c a mi n gs.  L et  us  b e  s ur e  w e  
ar c  n ot  wit h h ol di n g  fr o m G o d,  n ot  r o b- 
| bi n g G o d.  " Will a  m a n  r o b G o d ?  Y et  y e

M ost  p e o pl e  i n t h e p e ws  ar e  li k e p e o pl e  sitti n g  i n a n  airli n e  
t er mi n al. T h e y  h e ar  a n n o u n c e m e nts  of  arri v als  a n d  d e p ar 
t ur es, w at c h  all t h e h urr y  a n d  b ustl e,  a n d  i m a gi n e t h e y ar e  
r e all y i n o n  t h e a cti o n,  y et  t h e y n e v er  p ur c h as e  a  ti c k et or  
b o ar d  t h e pl a n e.  ―  a m u el M.  S h o e m a k er.

" h a v e r o b b e d m e.  B ui  y e  s a y, W h er ei n  
h a v e  w e  r o b b e d t h e e ? I n tit h es a n d  off er 
i n gs. Y e  ar c  c urs e d  wit h  a  c urs e: f or y e  
h a v e  r o b b e d m e,  e v e n  t his w h ol e  n ati o n.  
Bri n g  y e  all  t h e tit h es i nt o t h e st or e h o us e,  
t h at t h er e m a y  b e  m e at  i n mi n e  h o us e,  
a n d  pr o v e  m e  n o w  h er e wit h,  s ait h t h e 
L o r d  of  h osts,  if I will  n ot  o p e n  y o u  t h e 
wi n d o ws  of  h e a v e n,  a n d  p o ur  y o u  o ut  
a  bl essi n g,  t h at t h er e s h all  n ot  b e  r o o m 
e n o u g h  l o r e c ei v e it " ( M a L 3: 8- 1 0).  C er 
t ai nl y t h e tit h e is n e c ess ar y  a n d  t h e off er 
i n gs e n c o ur a g e d.

H o w  d o  w c  arri v e  at  t h e tit h e, t h e t e n 
p er c e nt  f or G o d ?  * * A n d  all  t h e tit h e of  t h e 
l a n d, w h et h er  of  t h e s e e d 
of  t h e l a n d, or  of  t h e fr uit 
of  t h e tr e e, is t h e L o r d 's : 
it is h ol y  u nt o  t h e L o r d "  
( L e v. 2 7: 3 0).  T h at  cl e arl y  
i m pli es t h e e ar ni n gs,  n ot  t h e pr ofit.  T his  
is l o b e  a r e g ul ar a n d  c o nsist e nt  pr o c e 
d ur e.  " U p o n t h e first d a y  of  t h e w e e k  l et 

留 v er y  o n e  of  y o u  l a y b y  hi m  i n st or e, as  
f c o d h at h  pr os p er e d  hi m,  t h at t h er e b e  n o  
g at h eri n gs  w h e n  I c o m e "  ( 1 C or.  1 6: 2).  
N ot  j ust w h e n  a n e e d  aris es  s h o ul d w e  
tit h e, b ut  r e g ul arl y pr o vi d e  a n d  gi v e.

P a ul  ass ur es us  t h at r es p o n di n g wit h  
t h e tit h e will  bri n g us ri c h bl essi n gs,  
k n o wi n g  t h at w c  h a v e  a c c o m plis h e d  f or 
t h e L or d.  " B ut  t his I s a y,  H e  w hi c h  s o  w e  t h 
s p ari n gl y s h all r e a p als o  s p ari n gl y; a n d  
h e  w hi c h  s o w et h b o u ntif ull y  s h all r e a p 
als o  b o u ntif ull y.  E v er y  m a n  a c c or di n g  as  
h e  p ur p os et h  i n his  h e art,  s o  l et hi m  gi v e;  
n ot  gr u d gi n gl y,  or  of  n e c essit y:  f or G o d  
l o v et h a  c h e erf ul  gi v er "  ( 2 C or.  9: 6, 7).

T h e  ri c h y o u n g  r ul er i n L u k e  1 8  is a n  
e x a m pl e  of  mis us e  of  m at eri al  g o o ds.  H e  
w as  w e alt h y,  b ut  h e k n e w  h e l a c k e d 
s o m et hi n g. H e  w a nt e d  t o k n o w  h o w  h e  
c o ul d  r e c ei v e et er n al  lif e. H o w e v er,  his  
w e alt h  w as  m or e  i m p ort a nt t o hi m,  as  i n 
t h e e n d  h e  c o ul d  n ot  gi v e  u p  his  m at eri al  
g ai ns  f or et er n al  lif e. W e  h a v e  n o  r e c or d 
t h at h e  e v er  c a m e  i n o b e di e n c e  t o a c c e pt  
t h e L or d.
&  H a vi n g  s ai d  all  t h at, I b eli e v e  t h e m ost  
i m p ort a nt st e w ar ds hi p  f or t h e C hristi a n  is 
t o b e  g o o d  st e w ar ds of  G o d's  W or d.  W e
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I bt h e Wl d'..-

Pt ui or  H ollis  P artl o w e

pi o p h eti ：  

O utli n e  L

G o d's  Gr e at  Pl us  Si g n t o t h e W orl d  
b y H ollis  P artl o w e

T his  is a s al v ati o n tr a ct a n d c o ul d b e  us e d  t o s h ar e y o ur  f ait h 
i n o ur  cr u cifi e d, ris e n, a n d c o mi n g S a vi or.  C ert ai nl y  t h e cr oss is 
t h e c e nt er of  G o d's  pl a n  of  r e d e m pti o n f or e art h a n d m a n.  G o d  is 
" n ot willi n g  t h at a n y s h o ul d p eris h,  b ut  t h at all s h o ul d c o m e t o

二 - ■ of

W o d d
Hi s g

a n d  

D a vi g

Si u  ,

b y  

M ai s o n

T h e

a n e x c ell e nt tr e at m e nt of  t h e t w o 
m aj or  c o v e n a nts of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  w hi c h  ar c et er n al i n 
d ur ati o n  a n d still h a v e  gr e at  si g nifi c a n c e t o d a y.

r e p e nt a n c e " ( 2 P ct. 3: 9). H e  w a nts  all t o h a v e a cl e ar  
pr es e nt ati o n  of  t h e g o o d n e ws of  s al v ati o n w hi c h  o nl y c a n b e  
f o u n d i n C hrist.  T h e  cr oss is t h e c e nt er of  G o d's  gr e at m or al  
u ni v ers e.  If o n e  is t o h a v e  a pl a c e  i n G o d's  c o mi n g Ki n g d o m,  h e  
m ust  c o m e t o t h e cr oss t o d a y. Ot h er wis e  h e  f a c es t h e wr at h  a n d  
a n g er of  t h e L or d  i n t h e f ut ur e. Us e  t his tr a ct t o s h ar e C hrist  a n d  
His  l o v e wit h  y o ur  fri e n ds a n d n ei g h b ors.  T h e  c ost is 7 5 《 ( ei g ht 
p a g es).

T h e  A br a h a mi c  C o v e n a nt  a n d T h e  D a vi di c  C o v e n a nt  
b y P ast or  J a m es M attis o n

T his  b o o kl et  ( 5 6 p a g es) is

Br ot h er  M attis o n  s h o ws cl e arl y t h at J es us is a d es c e n d a nt  of  
b ot h  A br a h a m  a n d D a vi d.  " C hrist o c c u pi es  a u ni q u e  p ositi o n  i n 
b ot h  c o v e n a nts. " G o d  h as m a d e  it p ossi bl e  "t h at t h e bl essi n g  of  
A br a h a m  mi g ht  c o m e o n t h e G e ntil es  t hr o u g h J es us C hrist "  
( G al. 3: 1 4).  T h e  a ut h or r ef ers t o t h e c h ur c h as "t h e s e c o n d s e e d 
of  A br a h a m/'

T h e n  c h a pt er f o ur f o c us es 
c o n v ersi o n of  t h e r e m n a nt of  Isr a el. " St u d y of t h e pr o mis es  
r e v e al t h at n v 。 diff er e nt  i n h erit a n c es ar e  pr o mis e d  t w o diff er e nt  
s e e ds of  A br a h a m.' 1 T h e  writ er  is r ef erri n g t o t h e c h ur c h  
( e k kl esi a), A br a h a m's  d es c e n d a nts t hr o u g h C hrist,  a n d t h e 
p h ysi c al  d es c e n d a nts of  A br a h a m  t hr o u g h J a c o b (t h e b eli e vi n g  
r e m n a nt w hi c h  will  b e r est or e d l o G o d  i n t h e mill e n ni a L  
Ki n g d o m).

T his  b o o kl et,  b y  a s h ar p a n d d e v ot e d  st u d e nt of  G o d's  W or d,  ‘ 
w o ul d  b e i d e al f or a n el e cti v e S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass, mi d w e e k  
cl ass, et c. T h e  c ost is $ 1. 7 5.

T h e

D a ni el's  Pr o p h eti c O utli n e  of W orl d  Hist or y  
b y H ollis  P artl o w e

D a ni el,  m or e  t h a n a n y ot h er b o o k i n t h e Bi bl e,  gi v es  
o v er vi e w of  pr o p h e c y a n d "t h e ti m es of  t h e G e ntil es "  ( L u k e 
2 1: 2 4).  St arti n g  i n his d a y, t his H e br e w  pr o p h et  r e v e al e d f o ur 
s u c c essi v e w orl d  ki n g d o ms  t h at w o ul d  c o m e u p o n  t h e st a g e of  
h u m a n hist or y. T h e n  fi n all y all ki n g d o ms of m e n  w o ul d  b e  
r e pl a c e d b y a fift h ki n g d o m, t h e Ki n g d o m  fr o m h e a v e n.  T h e  
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is t h e g o al  or  gr a n d  cli m a x of  w orl d  hist or y.

T his  Ki n g d o m  will  b e est a blis h e d  ̂ wit h o ut h u m a n h a n ds "  
w h e n  J es us r et ur ns t o e art h.
D a ni el  s a w t h e n ati o ns  as " c h aff o n  l h e s u m m er i hr cs hi n gfl o ors; 
a n d t h e wi n d  c arri e d t h e m a w a y, t h at n o pl a c e w as  f o u n d f or 
t h e m/' T h e n  G o d's  Ki n g d o m  "fill e d t h e w h ol e  e art h " ( D a n. 
2: 3 5).  T his  ki n g d o m  will  b e l o c at e d " u n d er t h e w h ol e  h e a v e n ";  
it will  st a n d f or e v er a n d b e  gi v e n  l o G o d's  p e o pl e of  all a g es  
( 7: 2 7).

T his  b o o kl et is d esi g n e d l o gi v e a n o v er vi e w of l h e 
f as ci n ati n g t w el v e c h a pt ers i n t h e B o o k  of  D a ni el.  It c o ul d b e 
us e d as a n o utli n e  i n a  
T est a m e nt  d uri n g S u n d a y  S c h o ol  ti m e, mi d w e e k  Bi bl e  st u d y,  
h o m e  Bi bl e  st u d y a n d/ or p ers o n al st u d y. T h e  c ost is 9 5 0 ( 1 6 
p a g es).



S u p pli e s  Or d er  F or m P ri c es  eff e cti v e  S e pt e m b e r  1 5, 1 9 9 2

P a rt  A C O S T

T ot al  C ost  of  P art  A

1. 5 0  

R E C O R D S — O R E G O N  B I B L E  C O L L E G E  C H O R A L E

T ot al  N u m b er  of  Tr a cts

T ot al  C ost  of  P a rt  B

T ot al  of  P art  A

S  

N a m e.

A d dr ess  

Zi p  St at e  Cit y  

T ot al  of  P art  B  ( Tr a cts) 

A m o u nt  of  C o m pl et e  Or d er  

P ost a g e  &  H a n dli n g  

T ot al

T Y i e R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d

5. 9 5  
9. 9 5  

3. 0 0 
5. 0 0  

1 0. 0 0  
1 0. 0 0  
1 0. 0 0  
1 0. 0 0  
1 0. 0 0  
1 0. 0 0  
5 0. 0 0  

e a.  . 5 0 
c a.  . 2 3 

4. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
1. 2 5  
1. 9 5  

1 4. 0 0  

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

8. 2 5  
2. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
8. 2 5  
2. 9 5  
3. 6 5  
8. 2 5  
2. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
8. 2 5  
2. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
8. 2 5  
2. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
2. 9 5  
1. 9 5  
Fr e e  
1. 9 5  
2. 5 0  

. 9 5 

. 9 5 

I ・ .• Si n g  t o t h e L or d
... S h elt er e d,  Pr ot e ct e d

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  S U P P LI E S
Pl e as e  s p e cif y st arti n g d al e  f or q u art erli es
•. ・ Ki n d er g art e n  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai d  P a c k et

| . ・ ・ Ki n d er g art e n  T e a c h er's  G ui d e

・ .・ R ussi a,  Isr a el, C hrist  a n d  Y o u  ( Bilt o n)
... S cri pt ur e  S e ar c h er's  Assist a nt
... S ysl c m ali c  T h e ol o g y,  H ar d  C o v er  ( B uff er) 
・. ・ S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y,  S oft  C o v er  ( B uff er) 
... T h e  Bi bl e:  Its Pri n ci pl es  &  T e xts  ( H u g gi ns) 
... T h e  A br a h a mi c  &  D a vi di c  C o v e n a nts

B o x  1 0 0  
Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1

E V A N G E LI S M  T R A C T S
Q u a ntit y
... A B C's  of  S al v ati o n
•.• A n  I n vit ati o n
・.•  A n  I n vi uti o n ( o Lif e
...B ell er  T h a n  M o n e y  i n t h e B a n k
...Bi bl e  F ait h  St a n ds  t h e T est  of  Ti m e
... C a n  G o d  H el p  M e ?
... C a n  Y o u  B eli e v e ?
... D o  Y o u  E v er  T hi n k  A b o ut  G o d ?
.・ ・ D o  Y o u  Pr ef er  I ns ur a n c e or  Ass ur a n c e ?
… H a v e  a  G o o d  D a y
...H er e' s  M y  Ti p
... M e et  M y  Fri e n d
・. ・ O n e  St e p  Fr o m  D e at h
・ .・ P u z zl e d ?
・ .• S e e  W h al  R e al  L o v e  Is
・ ..T h e  Bl o o d  B a n k  of  t h e Bi bl e
... T h e  G ui di n g  Li g ht
・. ・ Tr a v el er's  Cr e dit  C ar d
... Us e  t h e P asl  l o B uil d  a  F ut ur e
... W h y  B e  B a pti z e d ?
... Y o ur  I ntr o d u cti o n l o l h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  

MI S C E L L A N E O U S  T R A C T S  
..・ C h art  of  t h e A g es  
... Fr o m  O n e  W h o  C ar es  
...H o w  t o Gr o w  i n C hrist
... H o w  Y o ur  P ast or  C a n  H el p  Y o u  
... W h at  C a n  W e  R e a d  T o ni g ht ?

BI B L E  P R O P H E C Y  T R A C T S  
... D e at h  of  l h e D oll ar  
... G o d *s  T o m orr o w

... N e ws d a y  1 9 9 2
・ ・• Si g ns  of  J es us 1 C o mi n g  a n d  l h e 

E n d  of  t h e W orl d
・ ・ ・ Si g ns  of  l h e Ti m es
...T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d
... T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ( S p a nis h)
... T h e  Pr e mill c n ni al  C o mi n g  of  C hrist
.. ・ T h e  P ur p os e  of  l h e Mill e n ni u m

BI B L E  D O C T RI N E  T R A C T S

... B a ptis m

... C hris d a n  Til hi n g,  A n  A ct  of  F ail h
・. ・ G o d's  L a ws  C o n c er ni n g  M arri a g e
... Is G oi n g  t o H e a v e n  O ur  R e w ar d ?
... J es us C hrist,  l h e O nl y  B e g ott e n  S o n  

of  G o d
...O n e  G o d
... R es urr e cti o n
... S e v e n  Bi bl e  R e as o ns  f or C hristi a n  

B a ptis m
・ ・ ・ T h e  C o v e n a nts  of  Pr o mis e
・ ・• T h e  Hist or y  of  B a ptis m
... T h e  M arri a g e  G o d  Pl a n n e d
... T h e  M e a ni n g  of  t h e W or d  " S o ul "
... T h e  N at ur e  of  t h e S o ul
•.• T w o  H ells
・ . ・ W h al  H a p p e ns  Aft er  D e at h ?
... W h al  is M a n ?
... W h o  O w ns  l h e W o ol ?

P ost a g e  a n d  H a n dli n g  

Or d er  u p  t o SI 0:  a d d  $ 2. 4 0  

Or d er  $ 1 0  t o S 2 0:  a d d  2 0 %  

Or d er  S 2 0  a n d  u p:  a d d 1 0 %  

O v ers e as:  A ct u al  C ost

... Ki n d er g art e n  Bi bl e-I n- Lif c  (f or t e a c h ers)

...Ki n d er g art e n  M a k c-It/ T a k e-It  (f or st u d e nts)

...Pri m ar y  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
I .・ ・ Pri m ar y  T e a c h er *s  G ui d e

・. ・ Pri m ar y  St u d e nt's  B o o ks  ( 2) gr a d es  1- 3
.・ ・ J u ni or Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
・ ・ ・ J u ni or  T e a c h efs  G ui d e
... J u ni or  St u d e nt's,  gr a d es  4- 6
・.. J u ni or  Hi g h  Cr c ali v c  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
. ・ ・ J u ni or Hi g h  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
... J u ni or  Hi g h  St u d e nt's — T H E  R O C K
...T e e n- A g e  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
・..  T e e n  T e a c h er * s G ui d e
...T e e n- A g e  L ess o ns  1. D.  (f or Hi g h  S c h o ol)
...A d ult  T e a c h ers *  G ui d e
... A d ult  St u d e nt's

| ... S a m pl e  Kit  of  all  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  L ess o ns
. S u p eri nt e n d e nts'  a n d  W or k ers *  S. S.  M a n u al
. S u n d a y  S c h o ol  O p e ni n gs  I d e a B o o k

* BI B L E  S T U D Y  C O U R S E S
... B cr e a n  S cri pt ur e  St u di es,  N o  2 ( 5 2 l ess o ns)
...B Y F  F o c us
... T h e  N at ur e  a n d  D esti n y  of  M a n  ( 1 3 l ess o ns) 

W h er e  D o  I Fit ?  ( 8 l ess o ns— P arti  o w e)
■ ' _ _ _  —  ' 一  一  ■ ■  ■ —  , B 一  一  - 一 - ■  ' " 1 1 —

P a rt  B:  T h e  tr a cts list e d ar e a v ail a bl e fr o m t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  at  $ 3. 5 0  p er  h u n dr e d.  Pl e as e  or d er  e a c h  tr a ct i n l ots of  5 0.  
Y o u  m a y  or d er  si n gl e c o pi es  at  6 C  e a c h  a n d  a  mi ni m u m  of  2 5.

S Y S T E M A TI C  BI B L E  S T U D Y  C O U R S E S  ( 2 9 l ess o ns)
Fr e e ・
2. 9 5 .
3. 9 5  ・

1. 9 5 ...
1 0  @  $ 1. 7 5  e a c h  or  1. 9 5 ・..

1. 9 5 ...
1. 9 5 …

9. 9 5  
4. 9 5  
1. 1 5  
. 7 5 
. 7 5 
. 7 5 
. 7 5 

1. 9 5  
. 9 5 

3. 9 5  
...Pr o p h e ci es  of  t h e E n d  of  l h e W orl d  ( M attis o n) 3. 9 5

1. 2 5  
. 9 5 

1 2. 9 5  
9. 9 5  
3. 9 5  
1. 7 5  

I ... T h e  C o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  of  t h e M essi a h  ( B u z z ar d) 4. 9 5
... T h e  L a w,  S a b b at h  &  N. T.  C hristi a nit y  ( B u z z ar d) 1. 9 5
・. ・ T h e  Mir a cl e  of  P e nt e c ost  ( P artl o w e) 1. 9 5
... T h e  S e v e nt h  D a y  S a b b al h  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)  1. 5 0
・ • ・ Tri u m p h  of  t h e R es urr e cti o n,  1 7 6  p p. »

S oft  C o v er  ( B uff er)
| ... W h at  H a p p e ns  W h e n  W e  Di e ?  ( B u z z ar d)

... W or ds  of  Tr ut h,  S u bj e ct  C o n c or d a n c e

... W h o  Is J es us ? ( B u z z ar d)
・ ・ ・ Wr est e d  S cri pt ur es

H Y M N A L S
. ・・ Ps al ms,  H y m ns,  a n d  S pirit u al  S o n gs
7. . L o os e  L e af  f or M usi ci a ns

C H U R C H  S U P P LI E S
...B a ptis m al  C ertifi c at es  ( d o z. 5. 0 0)

I ... C ari n g  S yst e m  Fil e  F ol d ers

E V A N G E LI S M  F LI P  C H A R T
• ・ ・ O p p ort u nit y  of  Et er n al  Lif e

Q u a ntit y  -

J < O O K S A N D  B O O K L E T S
， .C hrist  or  C o nf usi o n  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)  

... C o n c c nii n g  t h e N ati o ns  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)  
・. ・ D a ni el's  Pr o p h eti c  O utli n e  of  Hist or y  ( P artl o w e) . 9 5 
・ ・ ・ D ari n g  t o Diff er:  A d v e nt ur es  i n C o n diti o n al

I m m ort alit y ( H al c h)
..・ E m p h ati c  Di a gl olt  ( Wils o n)
・ .・ " E x c c pl " ( b a ptis m, Bilt o n)
・. ・ First  Pri n ci pl es  ( M ars h)
. ・ ・ F u n d a m e nt als  of  t h e C hristi a n  F ail h  ( L y o n) 
... G o d's  C o v e n a nt  wit h  A br a h a m  ( Li n ds a y) 
・. ・ G o d's  Gr e at  Pl us  Si g n  t o l h e W orl d  ( P artl o w e) 
・. ・ M a ki n g  l h e M ost  of  Y o ur  M arri a g e  ( P artl o w e) 
... “ M ust  N ot  Fi g hi "  ( Bilt o n) 
・ .・ O n e  G o d  (J u d d)

| ... C orr es p o n d e n c e  c o urs e  (e nr o U m e m  o nl y)
I ・ ・ ・  L o os e  L e af  e dili o n
' ... B o u n d  e dili o n

I S S U E S, P a p er b a c k  B o o ks
| ... T h e  C as e  A g ai nst  P or n o gr a p h y  ( Wil d m o n) 1. 0 0
I …  T h e  H o m e  I n v a d ers ( Wil d m o n) 2. 0 0

S LI D E- C A S S E T T E  P R O G R A M S
I G o d *  Pl a n  f or T his  Pl a n et

| ・ ・ ・ O n e n ess  of  G o d

・  W ort h  of  E a c h  P ers o n
・  S al v ati o n  T hr o u g h  C hrist
・  T h e  E m pt y  T o m b
. W orl d *s  O nl y  H o p e
.C hrist's  C o mi n g  Ki n g d o m
. All  Si x  C o m pl et e  Pr o gr a ms



Pl e as e  c h e c k  t h e
A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

H e r a l d

bi m o nt hl y.

N a m e.

A d dr ess  

Zi p  St at e  

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  

s u bs cri pti o n.  If t h e n u m b er  is 9 3. 0,  it e x pir es  wii hl h c  F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
a  J u n e,  J ul y,  e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d al e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

m aili n g  l a b el t o 

t h e l eft f or y o ur  

R H  e x pir ati o n  

d at e  a n d  r e n e w

pr o m ptl y  t o 

k e e p  T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n

c o mi n g  t o y o ur  

h o m e

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O. B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

Cit y  

M ail  t o: Tir e  R E S Trr u Ti O N  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct, pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 l a m m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2 
p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1 yr.  SI 2,  2 yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.
[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds]. T h a n k  y o u.

F a st  F or w ar d

Aft er  S c h o ol  S p e ci al

F or  m or e  i nf or m ati o n c all  
1- 8 0 0- FI S H C O  1

A T L A N T A  
BI B L E  

C O L L E G E

T w o  

mi nistri es  

t h at mi g ht  

dr a w  y o u  t o 

c o m e  t o 

A B C  as  it 

s e e ks t o r e a c h 

o ut  t o its 

c o m m u nit y.
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O ur  8 2 n d  Y e ar

T H E  WI S E- M E N  L E D B Y  T H E  S T A R
— M at ±.  2:  1- 1 2

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
Hist or y  N e wsl ett er  i n cl u d e d

V ol.  8 2,  N o.  2  
D e c.,  1 9 9 2,  J a n., 1 9 9 3

T H E -------------------------

D E S TI T U TI O N
J X LJ E R A L D

J I V ol.  8 2,  N o.  2
D r c  . 1 Q Q 7 T a n 1 Q Q 3



T h er e  Is T his  A b o ut  C hrist m as

W e  m u st

g et  i n

t h er e

a n d

off er

s o m e 

t hi n g

b ett er.

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D D E C E M B E R,  1 9 9 2,  J A N U A R Y, 1 9 9 32

o

T h e
E di t o r 's
O pi ni o n

T w o  E xtr e m es  t o A v oi d

W e  f e el t h at C hristi a ns  s h o ul d a v oi d  t h e c o m m er ci al 
is m of  t h e s e as o n, b ut  n ot  d o  a w a y wit h  C hrist m as  
c o m pl et el y. W e  s h o ul d a v oi d b ot h  e xtr e m es li k e t h e 
pl a g u e.  M a n y  mi n ds  ar e  o p e n  at  t his ti m e of  y e ar.  L et's  
gi v e  t h e m s o m et hi n g  w h ol es o m e;  l et's g et  t h eir att e nti o n  
a n d  e x alt  J es us  b ef or e  t h e m. L et's  off er  t h e m s o m et hi n g

b ett er  t h a n t his w orl d  s yst e m h as  t o off er.  D o n't  s hri n k 
fr o m bri n gi n g  C hrist  i nt o y o ur  h oli d a y  c o n v ers ati o ns.

M a n y  ar e w o n d eri n g  w h at  h a p p e n e d  t o p e a c e  o n  
e art h,  g o o d  will  t o w ar d m e n  ( L u k e 2: 1 4).  I n m a n y  ar e as  
t h er e is n o  p e a c e  a n d  littl e t h at c o ul d  p ass  f or g o o d  will.  
W hil e  t h e d e m o n  al c o h ol  is still t h e m ost  a b us e d  dr u g  of  
all,  m arij u a n a  a n d cr a c k  c o c ai n e  ar e  c o m m o n pl a c e  i n 
j u ni or a n d  s e ni or  hi g h  s c h o ols.  As  s er v a nts  of  C hrist,  w e  
m ust  r e m e m b er t h at w e  ar e  t h e s alt of  t h e e art h  a n d  t h e 
li g ht of  t h e w orl d  ( M att. 5: 1 3- 1 6).  Is ol ati n g o urs el v es  
fr o m C hrist m as  a n d  l a b eli n g it a n d  all t h at g o es  wit h  it 
as  " p a g a n "  is n o  a ns w er  at  all.  W e  m ust  g et  i n t h er e a n d  
off er  s o m et hi n g b ett er.  J es us C hrist  is b ett er  t h a n a n y 
t hi n g t his w orl d  h as  t o off er.

Fr o m  a s e c ul ar p oi nt  of  vi e w,  R o c kf or d,  Illi n ois,, 
off er e d  s o m et hi n g  n e w  l ast y e ar — a n  al c o h ol-fr e e  p art yj  
d uri n g  t h e h oli d a y  s e as o n. A b o ut  1 0, 0 0 0  att e n d e d,  a n d  
all  of  t h e m w ell- b e h a v e d.

T h e y  p arti ci p at e d  i n t h e wi d e  arr a y  of  e nt ert ai n m e nt  
a n d  r efr es h m e nts s pr e a d a m o n g  1 8  b uil di n gs  i n d o w n 
t o w n R o c kf or d.  Wit h  attr a cti o ns  f or all a g es,  a n d  wit h  
t h e a bs e n c e  of  str o n g  dri n k,  it cl e arl y w as  a  f a mil y aff air.  
W e  h o p e  t h at ot h er  c o m m u niti es  will  f oll o w s uit t his 
y e ar.  F or  R o c kf or d  a  tr a diti o n h as  b e e n  s et.

J es us w as  vir gi n  b o m  a n d  g a v e  m a n ki n d  a  r efl e cti o n 
of  o ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er.  If y o u  w a nt  t o k n o w  w h at  G o d  
is li k e, l o o k at  t h e M essi a h,  o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist.  H e,  
f ull of  gr a c e  a n d  tr ut h, li v e d a m o n g  us.  H e  t a u g ht us  t h at 
G o d  is n ot  a  f e ars o m e t yr a nt b ut  a  c o nsist e nt  F at h er  t h at 
l o v es e a c h  of  us.  T h e  li g ht t h atJ es us br o u g ht  e x p os e d  t h e 
d ar k n ess  of  m e n's  li v es. His  missi o n  w as  t o r est or e 
G o d's  cr e ati o n  t o w h atit w asi nt e n d e d  t o b e. b ei n g  u b or n  
n ot  of  bl o o d,  n or  of  t h e will  of  t h e fl es h, n or  of  t h e will  
of  m a n,  b ut  of  G o d "  (J o h n 1: 1 3).  O ur  L or d,  m or e o v er,  
is t h e first b or n of  t h e n e w  cr e ati o n ( C ol. 1: 1 8;  R e v.  
3: 1 4).  B y  G o d's  gr a c e  i n C hrist  w e  b e c o m e  a n e w  
cr e ati o n.  T h at  is t h e d e cl ar ati o n  of  2  C ori nt hi a ns  5: 1 7:  
"If  a n y  m a n  b e  i n C hrist,  h e  is a  n e w  cr e ati o n;  ol d  t hi n gs 
ar e  p ass e d  a w a y;  b e h ol d,  all t hi n gs ar e  b e c o m e  n e w. "  
' " T h a n ks b e  u nt o  G o d  f or his  u ns p e a k a bl e  gift "  ( 2 C or,  
1 1: 1 5).  I

N C E  M O R E  T H  E W O R L D  a b o ut  us  c o m es  
ali v e wit h  t h e s pirit of  t h e s e as o n. C o n 
c ei v e d i n all its f ull n ess b ef or e  t h e w orl d  
b e g a n  a n d  c arri e d  o ut  i n e a c h  e x a cti n g  d e 

t ail, t h e birt h  of  J es us  C hrist  is wit h o ut  d o u bt  o n e  of  t h e 
gr e at est  mir a cl es  of  all  t h e a g es.  It's c o m m o n  k n o wl e d g e  
t h at w e  d o n't  k n o w  t h e d a y  of  J es us' birt h.  I n all  pr o b a 
bilit y,  it w as  n ot  D e c e m b er  2 5.  I n f a ct, w e  d o n't  e v e n  
k n o w  t h e y e ar  o ur  S a vi or  w as  b or n.  T h e  b est  a ut h oriti es  
t ell us  J es us  w as  b or n  a b o ut  4  t o 6  B. C.,  a c c or di n g  t o o ur  
c al e n d ar,  a n d  m ost  pr o b a bl y  i n t h e s pri n g of  t h e y e ar.

Si n c e  w e  d o n't  k n o w  t h e ti m e of  His  birt h,  s o m e f e el 
t h at C hristi a ns  s h o ul d n ot  " o bs er v e C hrisi m as. "  T h e y  
will  criti ci z e  us  f or pl a ci n g  a n y  e m p h asis  o n  it. It a p p e ars  
t h at tli e y f ail t o r e ali z e t h at it is n ot  t h e d a y,  b ut  t h e e v e nt  
t h at is i m p ort a nt. F urtli er m or e,  t h e y m a y  l a b el t h e c h ur c h  
" p a g a n "  t h at o bs er v es  C hrist m as  or  E ast er.  T o  b e  s ur e, 
C hrist m as  a n d  E ast er  ar e  m u c h  a b us e d  a n d  mis us e d,  b ut  
t h e f a ct of  t h e birt h,  d e at h,  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  t h e L or d  
J es us  C hrist  is di al  w hi c h  w e  e m p h asi z e.  T h es e  ar e  m a g 
nifi c e nt  tr ut hs— t h e v er y  h e art  of  C hristi a nit y.  J ust b e 
c a us e  t h e w orl d  h as  mis us e d  t h es e e v e nts  is n o  r e as o n f or 
us  t o s et  t h e m asi d e.  T h e y  c a n  b e  a n d  c ert ai nl y  s h o ul d b e  
us e d  t o t h e gl or y  of  o ur  l o v el y L or d.

T h e  m usi c  of  C hrist m as  al o n e  is w ort h  t h e eff ort.  T o  
h e ar  t h e C hrist m as  c ar ols  i n t h e s h o p pi n g  c e nt ers  a n d  o n  
T V  a n d  t h e r a di o is a  r e al j o y o v er  t h e e ar- gri n di n g  r o c k- 
* n-r oll  t h at w e  h e ar  t h e r est of  t h e y e ar.  W e  f e el t h at t h os e 
w h o  s h y a w a y  fr o m C hrist m as  miss  a  g o o d  o p p ort u nit y  
t o s h ar e  o ur  l o v el y L or d.  I' v e n e v er  k n o w n  a n y o n e  m a d e  
b ett er  b y  n ot  k e e pi n g  C hrist m as,  b ut  I' v e k n o w n  m a n y  
m a d e  b ett er  b y  k e e pi n g  it.



C o nt e nts
F e a t u r e s

2 E di t o r ,s  O pi ni o n

1 4

1 6

2 0 D r . J a m e s  D o b s o n

2 1 Gi vi n g  Cr e dit  t o t h e M ast er
. 2 3 L e t t e r  t o  P a r e n t s

2 4

P a g e  8 3 0

A d dr ess  all  c orr es p o n d e n c e  t o: T h e  R Esr n v n o N  H e r a l d

t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n l h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or
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S 1 2
S 2 1  
$ 3 0

E dit or:
A s s o ci at e  E dit or:

M a k e- u p  E dit or:

T y p es ett er:
Pr o ofr e a d er:
C o ntri b uti n g  E dit ors:

Mi d ni g ht  a n d  M or ni n g
J a n et  Stils o n

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

V ol.  8 2,  N o. 2
D e c e m b er,  1 9 9 2,  J a n u ar y, 1 9 9 3

H i s t o r y

Willi a m  Gr e e n w ell  a n d  t h e 
Ri pl e y  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
Milli e  L a ni n g

C hi l d r e n 's  P a g e

G o d  Will  S u pl y  
S us a n  L a p p

C h u r c h / Pa s t o r  R e l a ti o n s

P ast ors , Dil e m m a  
E u ni c e  P e ars o n

E s p e ci a l l y  f o r  t h e

P a s t o r 's  W i f e

Mi nistr y,  C o m mit m e nt,
S a crifi c e,  J o y
P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k

D esi g n er
Di a n a  M orris o n  Vi c e

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n 
pr ofit  C hristi a n  c or p or ati o n  l o c at e d at 1 3 1  N.  T hir d  
St,  Or e g o n,  III i n ois 6 1 0 6 1.  T i e H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x 
li m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:  t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  
( A cts 1: 8);  J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g oli e n  S o n  
( M att. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);  t h e 
m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar  
r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts 1 : 1 1), a n d  1  if e o nl y  t hr o u g h hi m  
( C ol. 3: 3);  t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or. 
1 5: 5 3, 5 4);  t h e d estr u cti o n  of  l h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);  
t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2), t h e c h ur c h  
t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  a n d  Isr a el t o b e
m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 6 0: 1- 3);  t h e 
"r estit uti o n  of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  b y 
t h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w ori d  
b e g a n ”  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  It als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e n-

i h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  t o s al v ati o n.

T H E

D E S TI T U TI O N
K 详  R A L D

2 5 T h e  Vir gi n  Birt h,  a  B asi c  
T e a c hi n g  of  S cri pt ur e  
R a y  H all

2 2 C o nstr u cti v e  Criti cis m
R u b y  M c C asli n.

H ollis  P artl o w e  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  

M ar k  C ai n 
B e c k y  H all  

B ar b ar a  L a n dr y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k, 

S us a n  L a p p,  Ri c h ar d  El dr e d,  
Dr.  Al v a  G.  H uff er,  D el b ert  J o n es,  

P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  G or d o n  
L a n dr y,  St a n  R oss  

M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c k y  H all,  T erri
Ts c h a e n n,  J u d y  M y ers,  H a n y  M c Mi n n

1 2 O p p ort u nit y
J a ni c e  H art

6 Pr a y er  H as  W h at  P o w er ?
J.  Arl e n  M ars h

S U B S C RI P TI O N S

O n e  Y e ar,  
T w o  Y e ars,  
T hr e e  y e ars,

8 P at c hi n g  P ot h ol es  f o: 
Ki n g  
St e p h e n  B ol h o us

1 0 W al ki n g  i n Gr a c e
S.  O.  R oss

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns  b e gi n  wit h  
l h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n  f ull- y e ar 
s u bs cri pti o ns at  a n y  ti m e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2  w h e n  c or-  
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur  
s u bs cri p d o n.

4 T h e  Gr e at est  Pr o mis e
D o n al d  G.  N u n e m a k er



T h e  Gr e at est  Pr o mis e
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M
G o d  pr o vi d e d  e a c h  

of  Hi s  pr o p h et s  

wit h  a  k e y  ( a p art  

of  t h e pr o mi s e)  t o 

u nl o c k  t h e d o or  t o 

Hi s  gr e at e st  

pr o mi s e

b y  P ast or  D o n al d  G.  N u n e m a k er,  Jr.
B urr  O a k,  I N

O S T  O F  U S  at  o n e  ti m e or  a n ot h er  
will  m a k e  a pr o mis e  t o a f a mil y 
m e m b er  or  t o a  fri e n d. A n d  w h e n  it 
c o m es  ti m e t o h o n or  t h at pr o mis e  w e  

us u all y  m a k e  e v er y  eff ort  t o f ulfill it. T o  n ot  h o n or  
t h at pr o mis e  w o ul d  r es ult i n o ur  n a m e  b ei n g  dis 
h o n or e d  ( w e l et hi m d o w n) b y  t h e p ers o n  t o w h o m  
w e  m a d e  t h e pr o mis e.  A n d  if w e  c o nsist e ntl y  
br e a k  o ur  w or d  it w o ul d  n ot  b e  l o n g b ef or e  t h os e 
ar o u n d  us  w o ul d  k n o w  t h at n o  m att er  w h at  w e  s a y 
... w h at  w e  pr o mis e d  ... o ur  w or d  w as  n o  g o o d.

W h at  d o es  t h e w or d  " pr o mis e "  m e a n ?  A c c or d 
i n g t o T h e  R e a d er's  Di g est  ni ustr at e d  E n c y cl o p e 
di c  Di cti o n ar y,  t h e w or d  " pr o mis e " m e a ns:  A  
d e cl ar ati o n  gi vi n g  ass ur a n c e  t h at o n e  will  or  will  
n ot  d o  s o m et hi n g; a v o w.  H o w e v er,  i n Vi n e's  
E x p osit or y  Di cti o n ar y  of  N e w  T est a m e nt  W or ds  
w e  g et  a littl e diff er e nt  m e a ni n g  of  t h e w or d:  
Pri m aril y  a  l a w t er m, d e n oti n g  a  s u m m o ns, als o  
m e a nt  a n  u n d ert a ki n g  t o d o  or  gi v e  s o m et hi n g.  
E x c e pt  i n A cts  2 3: 2 1,  it is us e d  o nl y  t o d e n ot e  t h e 
pr o mis es  of  G o d.  It fr e q u e ntl y st a n ds  f or t h e t hi n g 
pr o mis e d,  a n d  s o si g nifi es a gift  gr a ci o usl y  b e 
st o w e d, n ot  a pl e d g e  s e c ur e d b y  n e g oti ati o n.  
P utti n g  t his w or d  i nt o a  bi bli c al  c o nt e xt,  it w o ul d  
a p p e ar  t h at a  pr o mis e  m a d e  b y  t h e L or d  G o d  is a  
f or m of  a  gift  t h at is g u ar a nt e e d  d eli v er y.

S o  wit h  t h at d efi niti o n  of  " pr o mis e " i n mi n d,  
t a k e a  l o o k ar o u n d  us  d uri n g  t his C hrist m as  s e a
s o n. A n d  w h at  d o  w e  s e e ?  W e  s e e  a  n ati o n  c a u g ht  
u p  i n a  gift- b u yi n g  fr e n z y, tr yi n g t o d eli v er  o n  
pr o mis es  m a d e  t o c hil dr e n,  t o f a mil y, or  t o fri e n ds 
as  t o w h at  t h e y c a n  e x p e ct  as  C hrist m as  gifts.  B ut  
i n all t h e c o m m er ci alis m  a n d m at eri alis m,  t h e 
gr e at est  pr o mis e  gi v e n  t o m a n  is s o m e h o w  b uri e d  
u n d er  t o ns a n d  t o ns of  wr a p pi n g  p a p er  a n d  s e a
s o n al g o o d  c h e er.

W h at  is t his gr e at  pr o mis e ?  It w as  G o d's  u ns e 

c ur e d  pl e d g e  t h at H e  w o ul d  o n e  d a y  d eli v er  t o t h e 
n ati o n  of  Isr a el a n d  t o t h e w orl d  a  S a vi or;  a  b a b y  
b o m  i n p o v ert y —  n e  w h o  w o ul d  t a k e a w a y  o ur  
si ns a n d  pl a c e  us  at  t h e d o orst e p  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d.  T o  m e  t his s p e a ks  of  o n e  f a nt asti c gift,  n ot  
t o m e nti o n  t h e f a ct t h at G o d  h as  d eli v er e d  o n  t h at 
pr o mis e ! L et's  t a k e a  l o o k at  a  f e w v ers es  of  S cri p 
t ur e a n d  e x a mi n e  t his pr o mis e  of  a  n e w- b or n  b a b y  
(t h e M essi a h),  t h e pr o mis e  m a d e  b y  J e h o v a h  G o d.

T h e  v er y  first i n di c ati o n of  t h e c o mi n g  M essi a h  
is f o u n d i n G e n esis  3: 1 5,  i n w hi c h  w e  r e a d t h e 
w or ds  t h at t h e "s e e d "  of  t h e w o m a n  w o ul d  cr us h  ( 
t h e h e a d  of  t h e s er p e nt. T his  is a  pr o p h eti c  st at e 
m e nt  w hi c h  w as  l at er f ulfill e d i n G al ati a ns  3: 2 9,  
w hi c h  st at es t h at C hrist  is t h e s e e d of  A br a h a m;  
a n d i n J o h n 7: 4 2  H e  is s h o w n t o b e  t h e s e e d of  
D a vi d.  T his  c orr el ati o n  of  t h e "s e e d "  gi v es  i n di c a
ti o n t h at t h e "s e e d  of  m a n "  w o ul d  s o m e d a y c o m e  
a n d  w o ul d  p ut  t o d e at h  t h e e n e m y  of  all  m a n ki n d.  
W hil e  t h e G e n esis  v ers e  c a n n ot  b e  c o nsi d er e d a  
p arti c ul arl y  str o n g v ers e  t o pr o v e  a n  i m p e n di n g 
birt h  of  t h e M essi a h,  w e  c a n  c o nj e ct ur e  t h at t h e 
gr e at est  pr o mis e  w as  t h e b asis  f or t his t h o u g ht of  
G o d.

H o w e v er,  a  p ass a g e  of  S cri pt ur e  t h at pr o vi d es  
a  m u c h  str o n g er  i n di c ati o n of  a  c o mi n g  M essi a h  is 
f o u n d i n Is ai a h 7: 1 3- 1 6,  w hi c h  pr o mis e d  t h at a  
c hil d w o ul d  b e  b or n  of  a vir gi n,  a n d t h at cliil d  
w o ul d  b e  c all e d  I m m a n u el ( G o d wit h  us).  U p o n  
r e vi e w of  L u k e  1: 2 6- 3 8  a n d  2: 6- 1 6,  w e  s e e t h e 
st or y  of  t h e S a vi or *s  birt h  u nf ol d.  I n t h at st or y w e  
r e a d t h at a  b a b y  w as  i n f a ct b or n  t o a  vir gi n,  t h us 
f ulfilli n g t h e Is ai a h writi n g.  T h e  b a b y's  gi v e n  
n a m e  w as  n ot  I m m a n u el as  w e  mi g ht  pr es u p p os e,  
b ut  t h e a n g el  di d  c all  Hi m  " T h e  S o n  of  t h e M ost  
Hi g h. " T his  st at e m e nt  w o ul d  c ert ai nl y  q u alif y  Hi *  
n a m e  as I m m a n u el. I n a d diti o n,  t h at st at e m e nt' 
w o ul d  gi v e  us  a  v er y  g o o d  i d e a as  t o w h o  n a m e d
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Ni n et e e n  c e nt uri es  h a v e  c o m e  a n d  

g o n e,  a n d  t o d a y h e  is t h e c e ntr al  

fi g ur e of  t h e h u m a n  r a c e a n d  t h e 

l e a d er of  m a n ki n d's  pr o gr ess.  All  

t h e ar mi es  t h at e v er  m ar c h e d,  all  t h e n a vi es  

t h at e v er  s ail e d, all  t h e p arli a m e nts  

t h at e v er  s at, all  t h e ki n gs  t h at e v er  r ei g n e d,  

p ut  t o g et h er, h a v e  n ot  aff e ct e d  t h e 

lif e of  m a n  o n  t his e art h  as  m u c h  as  

t h at o n e  s olit ar y lif e.

t his c hil d!  Als o,  i n L u k e  2: 1 1  t h e a n g el  d e cl ar e d  
t h at " a  S a vi or  is b o m ... h e  is t h e M essi a h. "  T his  
st at e m e nt  c o ul d  st a n d al o n e  a n d  t ell us  t h at e v er y  

^ ^ Ol d  T est a m e nt  pr o p h e c y  c o n c er ni n g  t h e c o mi n g  

S a vi or  h a d  n o w  c o m e  t o p ass!  I n ot h er  w or ds,  t h e 
a n g el  s ai d it all... n ot hi n g  m or e  h a d  t o b e  s ai d.

A n ot h er  t e xt t h at t ells us  of  G o d's  pr o mis e  of  a  
c o mi n g M essi a h  is Mi c a h  5: 2.  T his  p arti c ul ar  
v ers e  s p e a ks  t o t h e f a ct t h at t h e cit y  of  B et hl e h e m  
w o ul d  pl a y  a v er y  i m p ort a nt p art  i n t h e gr e at est  
pr o mis e.  B asi c all y,  it st at es t h at fr o m t his cit y  a  
m a n  w o ul d  aris e  w h o  w o ul d  r ul e o v er  t h e n ati o n  of  
Isr a el. A n d  fr o m t h e c o nt e xt  of  t h e v ers e  it w o ul d  
a p p e ar  t h at His  p o w er  w o ul d  c o m e  fr o m J e h o v a h 
G o d.  T his  w as  t h e st at e m e nt  of  pr o p h e c y.  A n d  t h e 
f ulfill m e nt c a m e  ar o u n d  t h e y e ar  3 0  A. D.  A c c or d 
i n g t o M att h e w  2: 1- 5  J es us w as  b o m  i n B et hl e 
h e m.  T h e n,  a c c or di n g  t o t h e st at e m e nt m a d e  b y  
t h e Pr o p h et  Mi c a h,  t his p arti c ul ar  birt h  h a d  t o b e  
t h e e x p e ct e d  o n e — n ot  b e c a us e  o n e  b a b yj ust  h a p 
p e n e d  t o b e  b o m  i n B et hl e h e m,  b ut  b e c a us e  t h er e 
w er e  s o m a n y  pr o p h e ci es  a ns w er e d  wit h  t his o n e  
p arti c ul ar  birt h.

It w o ul d  a p p e ar  t o m e  t h at G o d  pr o vi d e d  e a c h  
of His  pr o p h ets  wit h  a  k e y  ( a p art  of  t h e pr o mis e)  
t o u nl o c k  t h e d o or  t o His  gr e at est  pr o mis e — t h e 
c o mi n g  of  His  S o n,  o ur  S a vi or.  B ut,  e a c h  k e y  h as  

b e  us e d  t o u nl o c k  t h e d o or  of  G o d's  pr o mis e.  
< W) n e  k e y  will  n ot  d o  it; all  m ust  b e  us e d.  W hil e  I 

o nl y  wr ot e  of  t hr e e pr o p h e ci es,  t h er e ar estill  m a n y  
m a n y  m or e  w hi c h  w er e  f ulfill e d wit h  t h e birt h  of  
t his p arti c ul ar  c hil d.  T h er ef or e,  if all  t h e pr o p h e 
ci es  w o ul d  b e  r e vi e w e d t h er e s h o ul d  b e  littl e d o u bt  
t h at t his c hil d  w as  i n d e e d t h e gr e at est  pr o mis e.

G o d  m a d e  a  n u m b er  of  st at e m e nts t hr o u g h His  
pr o p h ets  c o n c er ni n g  t h e c o mi n g  of His  S o n.  A n d  
it a p p e ars  t h at t h os e st at e m e nts  h a v e  c o m e  t o p ass.  
W e  n o w  h a v e  a li vi n g S a vi or  m e di ati n g  f or us  
b ef or e  t h e t hr o n e of  G o d.  H o w e v er,  t h er e is o n e  
m or e  gr e at  pr o mis e  t h at h as  y et  t o o c c ur.  T h at  
pr o mis e  is f o u n d i n A cts  1: 6, 7  a n d  M att h e w  2 4: 1  - 
5 1;  t h e pr o mis e  is t h at G o d  will  o n e  d a y  est a blis h  
His  Ki n g d o m  o n  e art h.

W hil e  m a n  as  a  r ul e tri es t o h o n or  a n y  pr o mis es  
t h at h e  mi g ht  m a k e,  s o m eti m es  h e  d o es n't  d o  r e al 
w ell  i n k e e pi n g  his  w or d.  B ut  t h e G o d  w e  h o n or  
a n d  pr ais e  k e e ps  His  w or d,  His  u ns e c ur e d  pl e d g e.  
W e  h a v e  pr o of  t h at G o d  h as  h o n or e d  o n e  of  His  
pr o mis es:  t h e birt h  of His  S o n  J es us C hrist.  A n d  
H e  h as  st at e d t h at H e  will  h o n or  t h at n e xt  pr o mis e,  
t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  His  Ki n g d o m.

S o  w hil e  y o u  e nj o y  t his ti m e of  y e ar  wit h  all  its 
, ^ ^ > assi o ns a n d j o ys, r e m e m b er t h e r e as o n y o u  
0  c el e br at e — it is b e c a us e  G o d  k e pt  His  gr e at est  

pr o mis e.  .

H e  w as  b or n  i n a n  o bs c ur e  vill a g e,  

t h e c hil d  of  a  p e as a nt  w o m a n.  H e  gr e w  . 

u p  i n still  a n ot h er  vill a g e,  w h er e  

h e  w or k e d  i n a  c ar p e nt er  s h o p u ntil  

h e  w as  t hirt y. T h e n  f or t hr e e 

y e ars  h e  w as  a n  iti n er a nt

pr e a c h er.  H e  n e v er  - wr ot e a  b o o k.

H e  n e v er  h el d  a n  offi c e.  H e  n e v er  

h a d  a  f a mil y or  o w n e d  a  h o us e.  H e  di d n't

g o  t o c oll e g e.  H e  n e v er  visit e d  a  bi g  cit y.

H e  n e v er  tr a v el e d t w o h u n dr e d  mil es  

fr o m t h e pl a c e  w h er e  h e  w as  b or n.

H e  di d  n o n e  of  t h e t hi n gs o n e  

us u all y  ass o ci at es  wit h  gr e at n ess.

H e  h a d  n o  cr e d e nti als  b ut  hi ms elf.

H e  w as  o nl y  t hirt y-t hr e e w h e n  

t h e ti d e of  p u bli c  o pi ni o n  t ur n e d

a g ai nst  hi m.  His  fri e n ds r a n a w a y.

H e  w as  t ur n e d o v er  t o his  e n e mi es  a n d  

w e nt  t hr o u g h t h e m o c k er y  of

a  tri al. H e  w as  n ail e d  t o a  cr oss  

b et w e e n  t w o t hi e v es. W hil e

h e  w as  d yi n g,  his  e x e c uti o n ers  g a m bl e d  

f or his  cl ot hi n g,  t h e o nl y  pr o p ert y

h e  h a d  o n  e art h.  W h e n  h e  w as  

d e a d,  h e  w as  l ai d i n a  b orr o w e d  

gr a v e  t hr o u g h t h e pit y  of  a  fri e n d.
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T

b y  P ast or  J.  Arl e n  M ars h  (r etir e d) 
Cl e v el a n d,  O hi o

B u d d hists,  Hi n d us,  M osl e ms,  J e ws, a g n os 
ti cs, a n d  o ut- a n d- o ut  at h eists  t h at a ut h oriti es  
d e e m e d  it u ns uit a bl e  t o all o w u tr a diti o n al 
i n v o c ati o ns.”  It w as,  al as,  a bit  m or e  t h a n 
6 0  y e ars  b ef or e  t h e c urr e nt  S u pr e m e  C o urt  
r e n d er e d its l at est j u d g m e nt a b o ut  pr a y ei ^  
i n s c h o ol; b ut  t h e r ati o ci n ati o n of  t h] 

g o v er ni n g  p o w ers  w as  t h e s a m e i n e a c h  
c as e.

T h er e  w as  t h e ti m e I d eli v er e d  t h e i n v o c ati o n 
b ef or e  9 0 0  gr a d u at es,  pl us  fri e n ds, f a mili es, a n d  
f a c ult y, of  J o h n M ars h all  Hi g h  S c h o ol  i n Cl e v e 
l a n d. (It's a n  "i n v o c ati o n ” w h e n  it's d o n e  f or
m all y  i n p u bli c  rit u als. It's a  " pr a y er ”  w h e n  it's 
d o n e  i n pri v at e  or  i n c h ur c h.)  T his  w as  a n  o ut d o or  
c er e m o n y,  a n d  m y  v oi c e  k e pt  e c h oi n g  b a c k  t o m e  
fr o m t h e l o u ds p e a k er s yst e m  a  h alf  s e c o n d aft er  
I s p o k e  e a c h  w or d.  T h e  a u di e n c e  pr o b a bl y  w as  as  
c o nf us e d  as  I w as,  a n d  t his s a m pl e  of  "tr a diti o n al  
i n v o c ati o ns”  dr e w  l ess t h a n n or m al  att e nti o n.

F or  s o m e  y e ars,  w h e n  I w as  y o u n g er  a n d  e v e n  
m or e  f o olis h t h a n I a m  n o w,  I e ar n e d  a n  u n e n vi 
a bl e  r e p ut ati o n as  o n e  w h o  s a w littl e of  v al u e  i n 
p u bli c  pr a y er.  I off er e d  p u bli c  pr a y ers — i n cl u d
i n g m a n y  f or m al i n v o c ati o ns— b e c a us e  a  cl er g y-  
m a nis  e x p e ct e d  t o d o  s o.  I tri e d, n o w  a n d  t h e n u n-  
s u c c essf ull y, t o list e n t o a n d a p pr e ci at e t h os e 
p u bli c  pr a y ers  off er e d  b y  ot h ers.

B ut  t h es e q u esti o ns  c o nti n u e d  t o h a u nt  m e:
D o  w e — s p e a k er a n d a u di e n c e  ali k e — t hi n k 

m or e  of  h o w  t h e i n v o k er d o es  his  i n v o ki n g t h a g 
of  w h at  t h e i n v o k er s a ys ? .

D o  w e,  as  m y  o w n  c hil dr e n  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n

H A T  N O TI C E,  a c c or di n g  t o P a ul  
Bri c k n er,  i m m e di at e p ast  pr esi d e nt  
of  t h e O hi o  St at e  B o ar d  of  E d u c a 
ti o n, m a d e  its a p p e ar a n c e  s o m e  ti m e 

b a c k  o n  a  C alif or ni a  s c h o ol b ull eti n  b o ar d.
Bri c k n er  r e c all e d t h e p osti n g  as  h e  n ot e d  his  

f e eli n g t h at a  r e c e nt S u pr e m e  C o urt  e x p a nsi o n  
of  its pr e vi o us  d e cisi o ns  a b o ut  pr a y er  i n a n  e d u
c ati o n al  e n vir o n m e nt "s e e m e d t o m e  t o b e  u n-  
n e c ess ar y 」 ' T h e  e x p a nsi o n  pr o hi bit e d  w h at  h a d  
c o m e  t o b e  "tr a diti o n al i n v o c ati o ns at  p u bli c 
s c h o ol gr a d u ati o n "  c er e m o ni es  (t o q u ot e  Bri c k 
n er  o n c e  m or e).

Lif e  is f ull of  p ers o n al m e m ori es,  oft e n  
pr o m pt e d  b y  c o m m e nts  li k e t h os e of  Bri c k n er.

T h er e  w as  t h e ti m e I gr a d u at e d  fr o m. L os  
A n g el es  Hi g h  S c h o ol  (l at er t o b e  d estr o y e d  b y  
o n e  of  t h os e C alif or ni a  e art h q u a k es).  T h e  s c h o ol, 
wit h  4 0 0 0  st u d e nts,  h a d  s o  l ar g e a  p o p ul ati o n  of
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b e  C hristi a n  n e e d  t o b e  t a u g ht t o pr a y ?
Pr a y er  is l e ar n e d m or e  b y  os m osis  

t h a n b y  f or m al e d u c ati o n  or  b y  m e m ori z 
i n g t h e pr e cis e  l a n g u a g e of M att h e w  6: 9-  
1 3 a n d L u k e  1 1: 2- 4.  Os m osis  is a p a 
ti e nt, oft e n  u n c o ns ci o us,  a bs or pti o n of  
i d e as a n d f e eli n g a n d f ait h a n d k n o wl 
e d g e  of  f a cts. T h e  s pirit t h at l e a ds us  t o 
* * pr a y  c o nst a ntl y "  (t h e J er us al e m Bi bl e  
p uts  1  T h ess al o ni a ns  5: 1 7  t h at w a y)  st e ms 
fr o m a  sl o wl y  d e v el o pi n g  a w ar e n ess  t h at 
G o d  a n d His  S o n  ar e al w a ys a ct u all y  
wit h  us — n ot  m er el y  n e ar b y,  or  i n s o m e 
i n d efi n a bl e h e a v e n.

G o d  a n d J es us ar e, t o b e s ur e, i n 
h e a v e n  ( w h er e v er t h at is); b ut b ot h ar e  s o 
cl os el y  ass o ci at e d  wit h  ust h atJ es uss ai d,

"I a m  wit h  y o u  al w a y,  e v e n  u nt o  t h e 
e n d of  t h e w orl d. "  O nl y  

w h e n  w e  a p pr e 
ci at e

t o d o,  b e gi n  t o ti m e t h e pr a y ers  t h at 
str et c h o n  a n d  o n  a n d  o n ?

D o  w e  c o ns ci o usl y o mit fr o m o ur  
p u bli c  pr a y ers,  if w e  h a v e  b e e n  v ol u n 
t e er e d t o d o  t h e j o b, t h os e m att ers  w hi c h  
m ost  d e e pl y  c o n c er n  us ?  D o  w e  g e n er al 
i z e t o t h e p oi nt  t h at a n y o n e, a n y ti m e, 
a n y w h er e,  c o ul d  h a v e  pr o n o u n c e d  t h at 
s a m e  pr a y er ?

D o  w e  t h e n r e m e m b er t o pr es e nt  t h es e 
o mitt e d  it e ms t o G o d  i n pri v at e  pr a y er,  
or  d o  w e  a ct u all y  f e el t h at pr a y er  s h o ul d 
b e  c o nfi n e d  t o c h ur c h  or  t o t h e cl er g y —  
or, i n t h e e v e nt of  a n e art h q u a k e, t o 
s c h o ol ?

S h o ul d  a  p u bli c  pr a y er  (i n v o c ati o n, if 
y o u  li k e) v oi c e  a  f ait h t h at is n ot  pr es e nt  
a m o n g  a  c o nsi d er a bl e  a n d  oft e n  milit a nt  
p orti o n  of  t h e list e ni n g a u di e n c e ?

C a n  a n y pr a y er  h a v e si g nifi c a nt  
m e a ni n g  if it m ust  b e  writt e n  o ut  a n d  
r e a d— p er h a ps  wit h  e v e nt u al b o o k  
p u bli c ati o n  i n mi n d ?

T h es e  a n d a m ultit u d e  of  ot h er  
q u esti o ns  pr o m pt e d  m e  f or s o m e 
y e ars  t o d e cr y  t h e v al u e  of  p u bli c  
pr a y er,  e v e n  i n c h ur c h.  El d ers  of  

^ ^ c h ur c h es  c o nf ess e d  t o m e  h o w  
/ ^ Pt h eir mi n ds  w a n d er e d  t o p er

s o n al pr o bl e ms, t o t h e 
w e at h er,  t o tr affi c n ois es  
fr o m o utsi d e  t h e c h ur c h,  t o 
s q u alli n g c hil dr e n, w hil e  
ot h er  el d ers or  t h e p ast or  i n
t o n e d e v e n  s h ort pr a y ers.  Y o u n g  p e o pl e  
b es o u g ht  m e  t o a v oi d  as ki n g  t his o n e  or  
t h at o n e  t o off er  p u bli c pr a y er: " H e  
pr e a c h es  a  w h ol e  s er m o n. " " S h e  t al ks as  
t h o u g h s h e h a d  a m o ut hf ul  of  o at m e al  
m us h. "  " H e  r e p e ats t h e s a m e  t hi n g e v er y  
ti m e.,, A n d  s o o n,  al m ost  a d  i nfi nit u m.

E v e n  i n t h os e a n ci e nt d a ys  w h e n  I 
a d mitt e d fr e el y m y  dist ast e  f or p u bli c  
pr a y er  e x c e pt  as  a h a bit u al  n e c essit y  i n 
w ors hi p  s er vi c es,  t h e r e q uir e m e nt  t o pr a y  
w as  o b vi o us  t o m e.  R e q uir e m e nt ?  Y es.  
P a ul  t ol d t h e T h ess al o ni a ns  ( a n d t h e y 
w er e  r e pr es e nt ati v e of  all  C hristi a ns)  t o 
“ pr a y  wit h o ut  c e asi n g. " T h e  a p ostl es,  
w h o  h a d  e nj o y e d  y e ars  ofl e ar ni n g  a b o ut  
G o d  i n t h e J e wis h  s y n a g o g u es  a n d  t e m pl e, 
n e v ert h el ess  as k e d  J es us t o t e a c h t h e m 

pr a y  " as  J o h n [t h e B a ptist]  als o  t a u g ht 
dis ci pl es. *'
W h y  s h o ul d a n y  of  us  w h o  p ur p ort  t o

t h e t o
t al m e a ni n g  of  
t h at st at e m e nt c a n  w e  a p 
pr e ci at e  t h e v al u e  of  pr a y er.

T his  ki n d  of  s pirit, t his a p pr e ci ati o n,  
is n ot  pr o d u c e d  b y  d e p e n di n g  u p o n  p u bli c  
pr a y er,  rit u al, c ar ef ull y  e dit e d,  pri nt e d,  
or s elf- a ut h or e d p etiti o ns  or  si m pl e 
t h a n ks gi vi n gs t o a  G o d  w h o  r e m ai ns a n  
al m ost  u n k n o w n  Fi g ur e h e a d.  T his  s pirit, 
t his a p pr e ci ati o n, s pri n gs r at h er fr o m 
fir m b eli ef  t h at G o d  m e a nt  e x a ctl y  w h at  
H e  s ai d i n 2  C hr o ni cl es  7: 1 4.  H e  t h e n 
s p o k e t o Isr a el, b ut  t h e pri n ci pl e  a p pli es  
e q u all y t o us  w h o  w ors hi p  Hi m  t o d a y: 
• *If m y  p e o pl e,  w hi c h  ar e  c all e d  b y  m y  
n a m e,  s h all  h u m bl e  t h e ms el v es, a n d  pr a y  
... t h e n will  I h e ar  fr o m h e a v e n. "

Pr a y er  is a n a ct of  h u milit y.  It is a  
r e c o g niti o n of  t h e f a ct t h at G o d  h as  all

t h e a ns w ers t o all t h e diffi c ulti es  t h at 
b es et  h u m a n ki n d.  T h at  ki n d  of  r e c o g ni
ti o n r ar el y a p p e ars  i n t h e m eti c ul o us  l a n
g u a g e  of  t h e i n v o c ati o ns w hi c h  l a c e m a n y  
p u bli c  g at h eri n gs.  It is a r e c o g niti o n 
w hi c h  c a n  c o m e  o nl y  fr o m wit hi n  t h e i n
di vi d u al.

Y et  t h e c h ur c h  s er vi c e w o ul d  b e  i n
c o m pl et e  wit h o ut  its p u bli c  pr a y ers,  j ust 
as it w o ul d  b e  i n c o m pl et e wit h o ut  its 
m usi c,  its Bi bl e  r e a di n g, its s er m o n, or  
l ess o n. S o m e  l o c al c h ur c h es — I first r a n 
i nt o t h e pr a cti c e  i n a n  A m eri c a n  B a ptist  
c o n gr e g ati o n  m or e  t h a n 4 0  y e ars  a g o —  
h a v e  t ur n e d t o i n cl u di n g t hr e e t o fi v e 
mi n ut es  of  sil e n c e  f or p ers o n al  pr a y er  i n 
t h eir r e g ul ar S u n d a y  s er vi c es. Ot h ers  
as k f or i d e as f or pr a y er:  t h e si c k, t h e 
tr o u bl e d, t h e c o n v al es c e nts,  t h e s p e ci al 
n e e ds  of  a  c o n gr e g ati o n  or  a  c o nf er e n c e.

W h at  v al u e,  w h at  p o w er,  h as  pr a y er ?  
D es pit e  its o b vi o us w e a k n ess es  as  

pr a y er  is a p pli e d i n p u bli c  
c er e m o ni es,  pr a y er  d o es  c all  
att e nti o n  t o t h e h u m a n  n e e d  

f or s o m et hi n g gr e at er  t h a n 
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  c a n  off er  t o 

t h e ms el v es. T his  is w h at  l e d 
t o t h e i n cl usi o n of  t w o w or ds  i n 

t h e Pl e d g e  of  All e gi a n c e  t o t h e 
U nit e d  St at es  fl a g: u O n e  n ati o n  

u n d er  G o d. "  T h e  it ali ci z e d w or ds  
w er e  a d d e d t o t h e pl e d g e,  ori gi 

n all y  writt e n  b y  a Fr a n k  B ell a m y,  
b y  a n  a ct  of  C o n gr ess  i n 1 9 5 4.

I n c h ur c h,  pr a y er  a c c o m plis h es  
m u c h  m or e  t h a n t his. It h el ps,  a n d  o nl y  

h el ps,  t o p ut  us  att u n e  wit h  t h e G o d  a n d  
C hrist  w e  w ors hi p.  It h el ps,  a n d o nl y  
h el ps,  t o pr e p ar e  us  t o f a c e o ur  w orl dl y  
st at e wit h  t h e f ait h t h at w e  ar e,  aft er  all, 
" u n d er  G o d, "  a n d  t h at G o d  * *s h all  s u p pl y 
all [ o ur] n e e d "  ( P hil. 4: 1 9).

Pr a y er  h el ps,  a n d  o nl y  h el ps,  i n p u bli c  
us e  t o d o  t h es e t hi n gs if w e  p ers o n all y  
p er mit  it t o d o  s o.  U nl ess  t h e f ait h w hi c h 
gr o ws  sl o wl y wit hi n  us  b y  t h at pr o c ess  
of  os m osis  m a k es  pr a y er  v al u a bl e  f br us, 
pr a y er  h as  n o  v al u e,  n o  p o w er,  f or us.  
Tr ul y,  "t h e  eff e ct u al  f er v e nt pr a y er  of  a  
ri g ht e o us m a n  a v ail et h  m u c h "  (J as. 5: 1 6);  
b ut  t h er e is n o  e vi d e n c e  t h at pr a y er  of 
f er e d b y  t h e u nf ait hf ul  a n d t h e w h oll y  
u nri g ht e o us  will  h a v e  a n y s u c h c o ns e 
q u e n c e.
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TP at c hi n g  
P ot h ol es  f or

b y  P ast or  St e p h e n  B ol h o us  
F o nt hill,  O nt ari o,  C a n a d a

(Is a. 4 0: 3, 4).  Is ai a h w as  t al ki n g a b o ut  t h e w or k  of  
a  r o a d cr e w.  H e  w as  r ef erri n g t o a  st a n d ar d  c ust o m  of  

pr e p ar ati o n  f or visiti n g  r o y alt y. W h e n e v er  a m o n ar c h

H E  T R A F FI C  LI G H T  t ur n e d r e d; I pr ess e d  m y  f o ot o n  t h e 
br a k e  p e d al,  b ut  w as  n ot  pr e p ar e d  f or w h at  c a m e  n e xt.  T h e  
r o a d w as  n ot  j ust w et.it  w as  i c y. T h e  w h e els  l o c k e d a n d  m y,  
sli di n g  c ar  gr o u n d  t h e r e c e ntl y s pr e a d  s a n d  a n d  fi n e gr a v el  

i nt o t h e i c e a n d  p a v e m e nt  b e n e at h.  T h e  c ar  st o p p e d wit h  its n os e  ai m e d  
at  t h e wi n d o w  of  a n  offi c e  b uil di n g  r at h er t h a n at  Hi g h w a y  2 0.

It's a m a zi n g h o w  m a n y  s u bj e cts t h e br ai n  c a n pr o c ess  i n t h os e 
m o m e nts  w h e n  y o ur  br e at hi n g  a n d  h e art b e at  s e e m  s us p e n d e d.  F or  s o m e 
u n k n o w n  r e as o n m y  mi n d  t o o k off  o n  a l o os el y c o n n e ct e d  c h ai n  of  
s u bj e cts b e gi n ni n g  wit h  t h e a b us e t h e p a v e m e nt  r e g ul arl y r e c ei v es. 
Sl o wl y  o v er  s u c c essi v e wi nt ers  it is er o d e d  b y  t h e w ei g ht  a n d  fri cti o n 
of  p assi n g  v e hi cl es,  b y  t h eir gri n di n g  of  grit  i nt o it, b y  t h e h e at  a n d  t h e 
c ol d,  t h e r ai n a n d  t h e i c e, t h e fr e e zi n g a n d  t h e t h a wi n g. Aft er  a n  a m pl e  
a m o u nt  of  t his er osi o n  tr e at m e nt a  d et est a bl e  it e m e v ol v es  k n o w n  as  a  
p ot h ol e.

N e xt  m y  mi n d  t h o u g ht of  t h e r o a d cr e ws a n d t h eir h ot  as p h alt  
m a c hi n es  w or ki n g  t hr o u g h t h e s pri n g  a n d  s u m m er  m o nt hs  t o r e p air t h e 
w or n  a n d  br o k e n  r o a ds, t h e hi g h w a y  c a n y o ns  t h at h a d  st art e d o ut  as  
mi n ut e  cr a c ks,  t h e p ot h ol es  t h at t hr e at e n t o c o ns u m e  m y  v e hi cl e.

M y  mi n d  fl o w e d o n  t o f o c us o n  a n  a d v e nt  p ass a g e  t h at s p e a ks  a b o ut  
hi g h w a y  r e p air: * * A  v oi c e  of  o n e  c alli n g:  I n t h e d es ert  pr e p ar e  t h e w a y  

人  f or t h e L or d;  m a k e  str ai g ht  i n t h e wil d er n ess  a  hi g h w a y  
k f or o ur  G o d.  E v er y  v all e y  s h all b e  r ais e d u p,  e v er y  

m o u nt ai n  a n d hill  m a d e  l o w; t h e r o u g h gr o u n d  
s h all b e c o m e  l e v el, t h e r u g g e d pl a c es  a pl ai n *'
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Is ai a h's r ef er e n c e t o r o a d w or k i n t his a d v e nt  p ass a g e  f o c us
i n g o n  t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e L or d  is n ot  a n  a d v o c ati o n  of  as p h alt  
s pr e a d ers i n t h e J u d e a n d es ert.  Is ai a h is si m pl y  usi n g  r o a d w or k 
i m a g er y t o gi v e  us  a  m ess a g e  a b o ut  t h e n e e d  f or pr e p ar ati o n.  T h e  
L or d  J es us  C hrist  h as  c o m e  o n e  ti m e a n d  H e  will  c o m e  a  s e c o n d 
ti m e v er y  s o o n. Pr e p ar e  t h e hi g h w a ys  of  y o ur  h e art  a n d lif e: 
s m o ot h  o ut  t h e r o u g h s p ots;  p at c h  u p  t h e p ot h ol es;  s o m e  of  y o ur  
m o u nt ai n o us  pri oriti es  m a y  n e e d  t o b e  s h a v e d d o w n  a  bit;  s o m e 
of  y o ur  l o w pri oriti es  m a y  n e e d  t o b e  b uilt  u p  i n i m p ort a n c e.

H o w  c a n  w e  p at c h  a n d  r e p air t h e p ot h ol es  of  o ur  li v es ? T h e  
Ki n g  is c o mi n g  s o o n; w e  m ust  m a k e  s ur e w e  h a v e  pr e p ar e d  t h e 
w a y.  T o  s u c c essf ull y a c c o m plis h  t h e n e e d e d  r o a d w or k i n lif e 
f oll o w t h es e f o ur st e ps:

1)  Ass ess  t h e d a m a g e.  T a k e  a n  i ns p e cti o n t o ur a n d  s e e w h er e
t h e v al u e  p ot h ol es  a n d pri orit y  p ot h ol es  ar e  l o c at e d. S ol o m o n  
s ai d,  " T h e  c o n cl usi o n,  w h e n  all  h as  b e e n  h e ar d,  is: f e ar G o d  a n d  
k e e p  His  c o m m a n d m e nts,  b e c a us e  t his a p pli es  t o e v er y  p ers o n',  
( E c cl. 1 2: 1 3).  Us e  t his v ers e  as a  
m e as uri n g  sti c k. H a v e  G o d's 』  
w a ys  b e e n  f ait hf ull y f oll o w e d or  
ar e t h er e s o m e g a pi n g  p ot h ol es  ̂ 1 1  
gl ari n g  at  y o u ?  、

2)  C o nt a ct  t h e ri g ht r e p air p ers o n.

W h e n  e x p ert  h el p  is r e q uir e d t h e d o-it- y o urs elf  a p pr o a c h  o nl y  
m as ks  a n d  c o m pli c at es  a  pr o bl e m.  T h e  ri g ht r e p air m a n f or t h e 
p ot h ol es  of  o ur  li v es is J es us  C hrist.  H e  s a ys  t o us,  " C o m e  t o m e,  
all  y o u  w h o  ar e  w e ar y  a n d  b ur d e n e d,  a n d  I will  gi v e  y o u  r est " 
( M att. 1 1 : 2 8). If w e  tr y t o c orr e ct  t h os e p ot h ol es  wit h o ut  Hi m  it 
will  o nl y  b e  a  t e m p or ar y a n d  i n eff e cti v e m e as ur e.

3)  Pr a cti c e  r o a d m ai nt e n a n c e.  S et  y o ur  sit es o n  v al u es  a n d  
pr a cti c es  t h at h o n or  t h e Ki n g.  " Gi v e  t o hi m  w h o  as ks  of  y o u,  a n d  
d o  n ot  t ur n a w a y  fr o m hi m. ... L o v e  y o ur  e n e mi es,  a n d  pr a y  f or 
t h os e w h o  p ers e c ut e  y o u. ... T o  t h e e xt e nt  t h at y o u  di d  it t o o n e  
of  t h es e br ot h ers  of  Mi n e,  e v e n  t h e l e ast of  t h e m, y o u  di d  it t o 
M e ”  ( M att. 5: 4 2, 4 4;  2 5: 4 0).

4)  D o n't  d el a y!  S o o n  t h e Ki n g  will  c o m e  t 
a g ai n.  T h e  Bi bl e  pr e di cts  it a n d  c urr e nt  i nt er 
ti o n al u nr est  p oi nts  t o it. u F or  i n j ust a  v er y  
littl e w hil e,  H e  w h ois  c o mi n g  will  c o m e  
a n d  will  n ot  d el a y;  b ut  m y  ri g ht e o us o n e  , 
will  li v e b y  f ait h " ( H e b. 1 0: 3 7,  3 8 a).  A  

D o n't  p ut  off  m a ki n g  i m p ort a nt s pirit u al ^ L  
c orr e cti o ns i n y o ur  lif e. P at c h  t h os e p ot-  M  
h ol es,  li v e b y  f ait h, a n d  b e  pr e p ar e d  wit h  a n 、  
i m pr o v e d, r es urf a c e d lif e r o a d w a y t o gr e et  t h e

c h os e  t o m a k e  a n  offi ci al  visit  t o t h e o utr e a c h es  of his  d o m ai n  ( *i n 
t h e d es ert  pr e p ar e  t h e w a y *)  t h e l o c al citi z e ns  w o ul d  pr e p ar e  b y  
m a ki n g  t h e r o a ds s m o ot h a n d l e v el f or t h e e as e of  t h e r o y al 

■it o ur a g e.
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l o v e of  m a n y  s h all
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wW e  s h o ul d  d o  

n ot hi n g  w e  

w o ul d n't  d o  wit h  

J e s u s  wit h  u s.

b y  P ast or  S.  O.  R oss  
Lit c hfi el d,  M N

h e  st a n d et h t a k e h e e d  l est h e  f all. T h er e  h at h  n o  
t e m pt ati o n t a k e n y o u  b ut  s u c h as  is c o m m o n  t o 
m a n:  b ut  G o d  is f ait hf ul, w h o  will  n ot  s uff er  y o u  
t o b e  t e m pt e d a b o v e  t h at y e  ar e  a bl e;  b ut  will  wit h  
t h e t e m pt ati o n als o  m a k e  a  w a y  t o es c a p e,  t h at y e  
m a y  b e  a bl e  t o b e ar  it. " W e  n e e d  t o st a y i n t h at 
gr a c e;  w e  n e e d  t o st a y st e a df ast. T h e  w ar ni n g  i n 
v ers e  1 3  is f oll o w e d b y  a  gr e at  h o p e  i n v ers e  1 3.  B e  
e n c o ur a g e d  b y  t h e f a ct t h at w e'  r e n ot  t o b e  t e m pt e d 
b e y o n d  t h at w hi c h  w e  ar e  a bl e  t o b e ar.  B ut  d o  n ot  
w al k  dir e ctl y  i nt o t e m pt ati o n. A v oi d  t e m pt ati o n 
a n d  wit h  J es us  at  o ur  si d e  w e  c a n  d o  t h at. M a n  c a n  
f all fr o m gr a c e  t o d a y; w e  n e e d  t o b e  v er y  c ar e

O n e  g o o d  f or m ul a f or n ot  b ei n g  t e m pt e d 
gr e atl y  is t o s a y n ot hi n g  w e  w o ul d n't  s a y wit h  
J es us at o ur  si d e. W e  s h o ul d d o n ot hi n g  w e  
w o ul d n't  d o  wit h  J es us wit h  us.  W e  s h o ul d g o  
n o w h er e  w e  w o ul d n't  g o  wit h  J es us b y  o ur  si d e. 
T his  is a g o o d  o utli n e  a n d a g o o d  f or m ul a t o 
f oll o w, a n d  t h e n w e  c a n  wit hst a n d  t e m pt ati o n.

Y es,  m a n  c a n  f all fr o m gr a c e  t o d a y. M att h e w  
2 4: 1 2  s a ys, " B e c a us e i ni q uit y s h all a b o u n d,  t h e 

w a x  c ol d. " I ni q uit y is all  
ar o u n d  us.  Y o u  c a n't  g o  o ut  of  y o ur  d o or,  or  t u m 
o n  T V,  wit h o ut  s e ei n g i ni q uit y a n d  tr o u bl es a n d  
tr a u m a. T h es e  t e m pt ati o ns c a n  l e a d us  i nt o si n if 
w e  all o w  t h e m t o.

W e  fi n d i n L u k e  9: 6 2  a  v er y  p erti n e nt  v ers e:  
" N o  m a n,  h a vi n g  p ut  his  h a n d  t o t h e pl o u g h,  a n d  
l o o ki n g b a c k,  is fit f or t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d. "  A n d  
s o  w e  m ust  n ot  f alt er. W e  m ust  st a y  t h e c o urs e.  W e  
m ust  pl o w  t h at str ai g ht f urr o w. L u k e  1 7: 3 2  s a ys, 
" R e m e m b er L ot's  wif e. "  W e  k n o w  s h e l o o k e d 
b a c k  at  t h e wi c k e d  cit y  of  S o d o m  a n d  t ur n e d i nt o 
a  pill ar  of  s alt.

I n 2  P et er  2,  w e  fi n d t h e d a n g ers  i n t ur ni n g 
b a c k.  I w o ul d  li k e t o s h ar e  wit h  y o u  v ers es  2 0- 2 2:  
"If  aft er  t h e y h a v e  es c a p e d  t h e p oll uti o ns  of  
w orl d  t hr o u g h t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e L or d  
S a vi o ur  J es us C hrist,  t h e y ar e a g ai n  e nt a n gl e d

E  LI V E  I N A  W O R L D  of  si n a n d  it 
is o nl y  b y  t h e gr a c e  of  G o d  t h at w e  
c a n  h a v e  f or gi v e n ess. Gr a c e  is t h e 
u n m erit e d  f a v or of  G o d,  a n d  w e  c a n  

o nl y  h a v e  t h at t hr o u g h J es us  C hrist.  W h e n  w e  ar e  
i n C hrist  w e  ar e  i n gr a c e.  W e  n e e d  t o w al k  i n t h at 
gr a c e,  i n C hrist.  W e  h a v e  f or gi v e n ess if w e  c o n 
ti n u e w al ki n g  wit h  Hi m.

I n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 0: 1- 4,  t h e A p ostl e  P a ul  s ets 
u p  f or us  a n  e x a m pl e  of  Isr a el, a n d  w e  fi n d t h es e 
w or ds:  " M or e o v er,  br et hr e n,  I w o ul d  n ot  t h at y e  
s h o ul d b e  i g n or a nt, h o w  t h at all  o ur  f at h ers w er e  
u n d er  t h e cl o u d,  a n d  all p ass e d  t hr o u g h t h e s e a; 
a n d  w er e  all  b a pti z e d  u nt o  M os es  i n t h e cl o u d  a n d  
i n t h e s e a; a n d  di d  all  e at  t h e s a m e  s pirit u al m e at;  
a n d  di d  all  dri n k  t h e s a m e  s pirit u al dri n k:  f or t h e y 
dr a n k  of  t h at s pirit u al R o c k  t h at f oll o w e d t h e m: 
a n d  t h at R o c k  w as  C hrist/ *

W e  n ot e  h er e  t h at t h e Isr a elit es h a d  all t h e 
pri vil e g es  of  gr a c e:  t h e y w er e  all  u n d er  t h e cl o u d,  
t h e y all p ass e d  t hr o u g h t h e s e a, t h e y w er e  all  
b a pti z e d  u nt o  M os es  i n t h e R e d  S e a,  all  w er e  f e d, 
all  w er e  s u p pli e d wit h  dri n k,  all  h a d  t h es e bl ess 
i n gs, a n d  w h at  h a p p e n e d ?  " Wit h  m a n y  of  t h e m 
G o d  w as  n ot  w ell  pl e as e d:  f or t h e y w er e  o v er 
t hr o w n i n t h e wil d er n ess 0  ( v. 5).  Y o u  s e e,  t h e y f ell 
fr o m gr a c e,  t h e y l ust e d aft er e vil t hi n gs, t h e y 
c o m mitt e d  i d ol atr y. W e  all  n e e d  t o b e  v er y  c ar e 
f ul t h at w e  d o n't  s et u p  i d ols a n d  n ot  f oll o w t h e 
tr u e G o d  a n d  His  S o n.  A n d  t h e n t h e y c o m mitt e d  
i m m or alit y. T h e y  t e m pt e d t h e L or d.  T h e y  m ur 
m ur e d  a g ai nst  G o d.  T h es e  w er e  all f or o ur  e x 
a m pl es,  w e  fi n d i n v ers e  1 0:  " N eit h er  m ur m ur  y e,  
as  s o m e of  t h e m als o  m ur m ur e d,  a n d w er e  d e 
str o y e d of  t h e d estr o y er. "

G o d  w as  n ot  pl e as e d  wit h  w h at  t h e y w er e  
d oi n g,  s o w e  n e e d  t o t a k e a  g o o d  cl os e  l o o k at  
o urs el v es  a n d n ot  b e  m ur m uri n g.  W e  n e e d  t o 
a bi d e  i n Hi m,  a n d  w al k  i n His  gr a c e.  W e  r e a d i n 
v ers es  1 2  a n d  1 3, u W h er ef or e  l et hi m  t h at t hi n k et h
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ar e h a p p e ni n g  i n t h e w orl d  t o d a y. W e  
n e e d  t o b e  v er y  c ar ef ul  a b o ut  t h os e t hi n gs.

t h er ei n, a n d o v er c o m e,  t h e l att er e n d is 
w ors e  wit h  t h e m t h a n t h e b e gi n ni n g.  F or  
it h a d  b e e n  b ett er  f or t h e m n ot  t o h a v e  
k n o w n  t h e w a y  of  ri g ht e o us n ess, t h a n, 
aft er  t h e y h a v e  k n o w n  it, t o t ur n fr o m t h e 
h ol y  c o m m a n d m e nt  d eli v er e d  u nt o  t h e m. 
B ut  it is h a p p e n e d  u nt o  t h e m a c c or di n g  t o 
t h e tr u e pr o v er b,  T h e  d o g  is t ur n e d t o his  
o w n  v o mit  a g ai n;  a n d t h e s o w t h at w as  

^ ^/ as h e d  t o h er  w all o wi n g  i n t h e mir e. "  S o  
^ Pi er e  is gr e at  d a n g er  i n t ur ni n g b a c k;  t h er e 

is gr e at  d a n g er  i n l o o ki n g b a c k.  W e  n e e d  
t o b e  es p e ci all y  c ar ef ul  i n t h es e l ast d a ys  
t h at w e  ar e  n ot  c a u g ht  u p  i n t h at f alli n g 
a w a y  a n d  t h at drifti n g  a w a y.

I n 2  T h ess al o ni a ns  2: 3,  P a ul  s a ys,  * * L et  
n o  m a n  d e c ei v e  y o u  b y  a n y m e a ns:  f or 
t h at d a y s h all n ot  c o m e, e x c e pt t h er e 
c o m e  a  f alli n g a w a y  first, a n d  t h at m a n  of  
si n  b e  r e v e al e d, t h e s o n of  p er diti o n. "  S o  
w e  n e e d  t o b e  v er y  c ar ef ul,  b e c a us e  t h er e 
will  b e  a f alli n g a w a y  f or c ert ai n. First  
Ti m ot h y  4: 1,  2  t ells us,  " N o w t h e S pirit  
s p e a k et h  e x pr essl y,  t h at i n t h e l att er ti m es 
s o m e s h all d e p art  fr o m t h e f ait h, gi vi n g  
h e e d  t o s e d u ci n g s pirits, a n d  d o ctri n es  of  
d e vils;  s p e a ki n g  li es i n h y p o cris y;  h a vi n g  
t h eir c o ns ci e n c e  s e ar e d wit h  a  h ot  ir o n. " 
H o w  c a n w e  a v oi d t h es e t e m pt ati o ns ? 
W h at  d o  w e  n e e d  t o b e  d oi n g ?  H o w  c a n  
w e  br a c e  o urs el v es ?  H o w  c a n  w e  pr e p ar e  
o urs el v es  f or f a ci n g t h e t e m pt ati o ns t h at 
mi g ht  c o m e  b ef or e  us ?

W e  m ust  n ot  b e  c a u g ht u p  i n t h at 
^ ^f alli n g  a w a y  b y  c o n d o ni n g  t h e t hi n gs t h at

E di t o r 's  N o t e :
T his  is t h e l ast arti cl e  b y  P ast or St a n  R oss.  It w as  writt e n  s h ortl y  b ef or e  his  d e at h  

o n  O ct o b er  2 4,  1 9 9 2.  B esi d es  b ei n g  a p ast or,  h e  h el d  m a n y  p ositi o ns  i n o ur  
C o nf er e n c e — E x e c uti v e  Dir e ct or,' T ast or ^ P ast or, " S u p eri nt e n d e nt of  Missi o ns,  
et c.  St a n  w as  l o v e d a n d  r es p e ct e d b y  all  f ar a n d  wi d e.  His  visi o n  a n d  fir m v oi c e  
of  l e a d ers hi p will  b e  gr e atl y  miss e d  i n o ur  mi nist eri al  b o d y  a n d  i n o ur  C o nf er e n c e  
as  a  w h ol e.

W e  ar e  r e mi n d e d of  w h at  Ki n g  D a vi d  s ai d  of  t h e d e at h  of  A b n er:  * *  A  gr e at  l e a d er 
a n d  a  gr e at  m a n  h as  f all e n t o d a y i n Isr a el " ( 2 S a m.  3: 3 8).  C ert ai nl y  a  pri n c e  a n d  
a  gr e at  m a n  i n o ur  C o nf er e n c e  h as  f all e n, b ut  t h er e is a  gl ori o us  f ut ur e f or St a n  a n d  
all  w h o  pl a c e  t h eir f ait h i n o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist.  H e  w as  n o  str a n g er  t o t h e O n e  
w h o  will  s o m e d a y  c all  his  n a m e  i n "t h e  r es urr e cti o n of  t h e j ust " ( L u k e 1 4: 1 4).  
Alt h o u g h  h e  h as  f all e n asl e e p  i n C hrist,  t hr o u g h t his arti cl e  a n d  i n m a n y  ot h er  
w a ys,  * * H e  still s p e a ks,  e v e n  t h o u g h h e  is d e a d "  ( H e b. 1 1: 4).

L et  m e  s h ar e  wit h  y o u  E p h esi a ns  4: 1  - 3, U I 
t h er ef or e, t h e pris o n er  of  t h e L or d,  b e 
s e e c h y o u  t h at y e  w al k  w ort h y  of  t h e 
v o c ati o n  w h er e wit h  y e  ar e  c all e d,  wit h  all  
l o wli n ess a n d  m e e k n ess,  wit h  l o n gs uff er- 
i n g, f or b e ari n g o n e  a n ot h er  i n l o v e; e n 
d e a v ori n g  t o k e e p  t h e u nit y  of  t h e S pirit  i n 
t h e b o n d  of  p e a c e. "  W h at e v er  w e  ar e  
d oi n g,  w e  n e e d  t o w al k  w ort h y  of  o ur  
v o c ati o n — w h et h er  it b e  i n a  s e c ul ar  p osi 
ti o n or  i n o ur  s pirit u al lif e. W e  n e e d  t o 
r es p o n d t o t h e c alli n g  w e  h a v e  i n C hrist  
J es us. W e  w h o  ar e  i n C hrist  n e e d  t o b e  
w al ki n g  i n t h e gr a c e  H e  h as  pr o vi d e d  f or 
us.

E p h esi a ns  5: 1,  2:  " B e y e  t h er ef or e 
f oll o w ers of  G o d,  as  d e ar  c hil dr e n;  a n d  
w al k  i n l o v e, as  C hrist  als o  h at h  l o v e d us,  
a n d  h at h  gi v e n  hi ms elf  f or us  a n  off eri n g  
a n d  a  s a crifi c e  t o G o d  f or a  s w e ets m elli n g 
s a v o ur. "  S o  if w e  ar e  i n gr a c e,  if w e  ar e  i n 
C hrist,  w e  ar e i n vit e d t o w al k  i n Hi m  
b e c a us e  H e  h as  l o v e d us  e n o u g h  t o gi v e  
His  lif e as  a  s a crifi c e t o G o d  f or us.  W e  
n e e d  t o b e  f oll o w ers of  G o d  as  d e ar  c hil 
dr e n  w al ki n g  wit h  C hrist.  " F or y e  w er e  
s o m eti m es  d ar k n ess,  b ut  n o w  ar e  y e  li g ht 
i n t h e L or d:  w al k  as c hil dr e n  of  li g ht *, 
( E p h. 5: 8).  At  o n e  ti m e w e  w er e  wit h o ut  
t h e li g ht of  t h e w orl d,  wit h o ut  C hrist;  b ut  
n o w  i n t h e L or d  w e  m ust  w al k  as  c hil dr e n  
of  t h at li g ht. I n t h e S er m o n  o n  t h e M o u nt,  
J es us  s ai d,  " L et  y o ur  li g ht s o  s hi n e  b ef or e  
m e n,  t h at t h e y m a y  s e e  y o ur  g o o d  w or ks,  
a n d  gl orif y  y o ur  F at h er  w hi c h  is i n h e a v e n "  
( M att. 5: 1 6).  W e  m ust  n ot  gl orif y  s elf,  b ut  
o ur  F at h er  i n h e a v e n.

N oti c e  E p h esi a ns  5: 1 4- 1 6:  '• W h er e
f or e h e  s ait h, A w a k e  t h o u t h at sl e e p est, 
a n d  aris e  fr o m t h e d e a d,  a n d  C hrist  s h all 
gi v e  t h e e li g ht. S e e  t h e n t h at y e  w al k  
cir c u ms p e ctl y,  n ot  as  f o ols, b ut  as  wis e,  
r e d e e mi n g t h e ti m e, b e c a us e  t h e d a ys  ar e  
e vil. " W e  n e e d t o b e  a w ar e of  all t h e 
cir c u mst a n c es  i n w hi c h  w e  fi n d o urs el v es,  
a n d b e w ar e  t h e c o ns e q u e n c es. A w a k e  
fr o m t h e sl e e pi n ess  of  t h e d a y ! Aris e  fr o m 
d e a d  s er vi c e! W al k  i n C hrist  a n d  l et y o ur  
li g ht s hi n e. W al k  cir c u ms p e ctl y b ef or e  
Hi m,  m a ki n g  g o o d us e  of  t h e ti m e—  
b e c a us e  w e  k n o w  t h e d a ys  ar e  e vil.

Fi n all y,  w e  n e e d  t o p ut  o ur  h o p e  a n d  
tr ust i n G o d  a n d  i n C hrist.  G o d  c a n  c o ntr ol  
t h e t e m pt ati o ns; H e  c a n  a dj ust  t h e m f or 
us.  H e  c a n  d eli v er  us  fr o m t h e t e m pt a
ti o ns, a n d  H e  c a n  f or gi v e. R e m e m b er  1  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 0: 1 3,  t h at w e  ar e  n ot  t e m pt e d 
a b o v e  t h at w hi c h  w e  ar e  a bl e  t o b e ar,  b ut  
t h at G o d  will  m a k e  a  w a y  of  es c a p e.

W e  n e e d,  t h e n, t o st a n d st e a df ast. W e  
n e e d  t o w al k  w ort h y  of  G o d's  gr a c e.  W e  
n e e d  t o b e  s oli d a n d st a n d u p  f or o ur  
b eli efs  a n d o ur  f ait h. First  C ori nt hi a ns  
1 5: 5 7, 5 8,  s u ms it u p  w ell:  ' T h a n ks b e  t o 
G o d,  w hi c h  gi v et h  us  t h e vi ct or y  t hr o u g h 
o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist.  T h er ef or e,  m y  
b el o v e d br et hr e n,  b e  y e  st e df ast, u n 
m o v e a bl e,  al w a ys  a b o u n di n g  i n t h e w or k  
of  t h e L or d,  f or as m u c h as  y e  k n o w  t h at 
y o ur  l a v o ur is n ot  i n v ai n  i n t h e L or d. * *  W e  
n e e d  t o b e  st a n di n g  st e a df ast,  u n m o v a bl e,  
a b o u n di n g i n t h e w or k  of  t h e L or d.  I n
d e e d,  o ur  l a b or is n ot  i n v ai n.

I w o ul d  li k e t o s h ar e a  p o e m  e ntitl e d:

St e p  b y  St e p
" H e  d o es  n ot  l e a d m e  y e ar  b y  y e ar  

n or  e v e n  d a y  b y  d a y,
B ut  st e p b y  st e p m y  p at h  u nf ol ds,  

m y  L or d  dir e cts  m y  w a y.
T o m orr o w's  pl a n  I d o  n ot  k n o w,  

I o nl y  k n o w  t his mi n ut e.
B ut  h e  will  s a y t his is t h e w a y,  

B y  f ait h n o w  w al k  y e  i n it
A n d  I a m  gl a d  t h at it is s o, 

t o d a y's e n o u g h  t o b e ar,
A n d  w h e n  t o m orr o w c o m es,  

his  gr a c e  s h all f ar e x c e e d  its c ar e.
W h at  ki n d  of  w orr y  t h e n or  fr et ?

T h e  G o d  w h o  g a v e  his  S o n  
H ol ds  all  his  m o m e nts  i n his  h a n d  

a n d  gi v es  t h e m o n e  b y  o n e. "
—— A ut h or  U n k n o w n.
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P P O R T U NI T Y. ... It's a  w or d  t h at e x cit es  m e,  c h all e n g es  m e,  a n d  s c ar es m e  
at  ti m es. O p p ort u niti es  c o m e  i n all  s h a p es a n d  si z es at  all  h o urs  of  t h e d a y  a n d  
ni g ht.  S o m e  y o u  c a n  r e c o g ni z e. Ot h ers  m a y  b e  m as k e d  a n d  h ar d  t o dis c er n.  A n d  
s o m eti m es  y o u  d o n't  k n o w  y o u' v e  h a d  a n  o p p ort u nit y  u ntil  m u c h  l at er d o w n  t h e 

r o a d. I s o m eti m es  j o k e wit h  fri e n ds t h at m y  lif e is li k e o n e  bi g  v ol u m e  of  R e a d er's  Di g est!  
D o n *t  l et f e ar k e e p  y o u  fr o m t a ki n g a d v a nt a g e  of  a n  o p p ort u nit y.  I m a n a g e  t h e l ar g est 

s h o p pi n g  c e nt er  i n m y  h o m e  t o w n. It is a  j o b t h at f ell i nt o m y  l a p al m ost  fi v e y e ars  a g o.  I w as  
n ot  l o o ki n g f or a  j o b at  t h e ti m e a n d  w as  q uit e  n e g ati v e  i n m y  i nt er vi e w, i nsisti n g t h at I w as  
a  p o or  ris k f or t h eir n e e ds.  I r e all y di d n *t  k n o w  a n yt hi n g  a b o ut  w h at  t h e y w er e  hiri n g  m e  f or! 
B ut  as  a  r es ult of  a c c e pti n g  t h e j o b, it l e d m e  t o a c c e pt  C hrist  a n d  c h a n g e d  m y  lif e. I m e et  
c h all e n g es  t h er e e v er y  d a y  i n o n e  w a y  or  a n ot h er.  S o m e  of  t h e m, q uit e  fr a n kl y, I di d  n ot  t hi n k 
I w o ul d  s ur vi v e! B ut  I j ust st o p a n d  r e m e m b er w h o  is i n c o ntr ol,  a n d  it all  w or ks  o ut.  H e ar n  
s o m et hi n g  a n d  I g o  o n  t o t h e n e xt  t hi n g. I a m  m ost  bl ess e d  t o h a v e  a  f a nt asti c b oss  w h o  u n d er 
st a n ds a n d  a c c e pts  m y  pri oriti es  a n d  e v e n  e n c o ur a g es  m e  i n t h e m!

T h os e  of  y o u  w h o  k n o w  m e  k n o w  t h at I a m  a  " p e o pl e  p ers o n " — a  tr ait I i n h erit e d fr o m m y  
f at h er w h o  n e v er  m et  a  str a n g er. I c o nf ess  t h er e h a v e  b e e n  ti m es w h e n  I wis h  I w er e n't,  b ut  
t h er e a g ai n  I f e el it is t h e L or d's  d oi n g  a n d  I j ust g o  wit h  it! T w o  s u m m ers a g o  o ur  c h ur c h  
d e ci d e d  t o d o  o ur  Bi bl e  S c h o ol  i n a  tr o pi c al t h e m e. T h e  ot h er  c o- dir e ct or  a n d  I d e ci d e d  t h at 
it w o ul d  b e  f u n t o dr ess  u p  i n tr o pi c al u isl a n d- girr, c ost u m es  t o a d d  t o t h e s pirit  of  t h e w e e k.  
I f elt m or e  li k e a  c o c kt ail  w aitr ess  t h a n a  Bi bl e  S c h o ol  c o- dir e ct or!  W hil e  o ur  o utfits  w er e

J ；~ L O  © p p ort u mt y
■  I I J a ni c e  H art  ■

■  I I Br o w nt o w n,  V A ■
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■i hi n g.
I h a v e  r e c e ntl y e nt er e d  i nt o a  1 2-st e p
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A p pr o a c hi n g  q ui c kl y  is N e w  Y e ar's  D a y,  

W h y  n ot  st art t his y e ar  i n a  diff er e nt  w a y ?  

M a k e  1 9 9 3  a  y e ar  l ess d e m a n di n g,  

T a k e  t h e ti m e t o b e  m or e  u n d erst a n di n g.  

C all  o n  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  i n n e e d,  

Off er  y o ur  s u p p ort, d o  a  g o o d  d e e d.

If t h er e is s o m e o n e wit h  w h o m  y o u' v e  h a d  a  s p at, 

Dr o p  a  n ot e;  g et  t o g et h er t o c h at.

If  y o u  f e el s o m e o n e  h as  d o n e  y o u  wr o n g,

D o n't  l et it g o  f or v er y  l o n g.

E x pl ai n  t o hi m  t h e w a y  y o u  f e el,

F or  t h e n e m oti o ns  c a n  st art t o h e al.

B y  D y a n  R h o d es

S o ut h  B e n d,  I n di a n a

B e  r e ass uri n g, s h o w t h at y o u  c ar e,

J oi n  h a n ds  wit h  y o ur  fri e n d a n d  t o g et h er h a v e  pr a y er.

G o d  will  t a k e us  i n His  l o vi n g ar ms  a n d  k e e p  us  cl os e  t his y e ar,  

W e  n e e d  o nl y  t o t al k t o Hi m,  f or all  o ur  pr a y ers  H e'll  h e ar.

M a y  t his pr o mis e  b e  k e pt,  n ot  br o k e n,  

T h at  t his y e ar  ki n d er  w or ds  will  b e  s p o k e n.  

P er h a ps  s o m e o n e  will  m a k e  1 9 9 3  s p e ci al  f or y o u,  

If  y o u  s h ar e  y o ur  l o v e t h e w h ol e  y e ar  t hr o u g h.

i n g m u c h  gr e at er  h ar ds hi ps  t h a n mi n e  t o 
as k  f or G o d's  h el p.  It is w o n d erf ul  t o f e el 
a n d  s e e  ot h ers  c h a n gi n g  t h eir li v es f or t h e 
b ett er.

I c o ul d  g o  o n  a n d  o n,  b ut  I t hi n k y o u  
c a n s e e w h at  I m e a n.  E v er y  d a y  G o d  
gi v es  us  o p p ort u niti es  t o pr ais e  Hi m  a n d  
His  S o n,  t o t h a n k Hi m,  a n d t o us e  o ur  
o p p ort u niti es  t o s er v e  Hi m,  F m  s ur e  t h er e 
is a n  o p p ort u nit y  f or y o u  ar o u n d  t h e n e xt  
c or n er.  Tr y  it— y o u'll  li k e it!!!

r e c o v er y pr o gr a m.  It is a v er y  diffi c ult  
pr o gr a m  t h at r e q uir es y o u  t o e x a mi n e  
y o urs elf  o p e nl y  a n d  h o n estl y.  It is p ai n 
f ul a n d  ti m e c o ns u mi n g.  B ut  I k n o w  t h e 
L or d  is g ui di n g  m e  t o g et  m y  lif e b a c k  o n  
tr a c k. I f e el His  str e n gt h  w h e n  I a m  at  m y  
w e a k est.  All  I d o  is as k  f or it! It is tr ul y 
a m a zi n g!  Wit h  t h e L or d's  h el p  a n d  s u p
p ort  I will  r e c o v er. H e  l e d m e  t o t h e 
pr o gr a m,  a n d  it h as  gi v e n  m e  n u m er o us  
o p p ort u niti es  t o s h ar e  wit h  ot h ers  s uff er-

m ost  pr o p er  I still t h o u g ht t o m ys elf,  N o  
o n e  w o ul d  e v er  b eli e v e  m e  if I t ol d t h e m 
w as  dr essi n g  f or t h e L or d's  w or k!  I w as  
i v e n t h e o p p ort u nit y  t o wit n ess  t o a  c o 

w or k er  at  t h e s h o p pi n g c e nt er,  w h o  h a p 
p e n e d  t o s e e m e  i n t his " g et- u p "! As  a  
r es ult t his g e ntl e m a n  n ot  o nl y  j oi n e d 
m y  Bi bl e-st u d y  gr o u p  a n d  att e n d e d  s er v
i c es w h e n  h e  c o ul d, b ut  w h e n  h e  w as  
tr a nsf err e d h e  c all e d  m e  f or t h e n e ar est  
C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o his  n e w  l o c ati o n. H e  
att e n d e d  t h er e r e g ul arl y a n d  his  l o v e f or 
t h e L or d  m a d e  hi m  v er y  p o p ul ar  wit h  
e v er y o n e  h e  m et.  I tr ust t h e L or d  will  
t a k e c ar e of  hi m  a n d pr o vi d e  f or hi m  
w h er e v er  h e  g o es.

R e c e ntl y,  I w as  gi v e n  a  s ur pris e  birt h 
d a y  p art y  b y  o n e  of  t h e n e w  m er c h a nts  i n 
t h e s h o p pi n g c e nt er. W e  h a d  b e c o m e  
v er y  cl os e i n a v er y  s h ort ti m e. I h a v e  
s h ar e d m u c h  of  m y  c h ur c h  f a mil y e x p e 
ri e n c es wit h  h er  a n d  h a v e  i n vit e d h er  t o 
c h ur c h m a n y  ti m es. N ot  o nl y  di d s h e 
i n vit e all t h e m er c h a nts  fr o m t h e s h o p 
pi n g  c e nt er,  b ut  s h e  m a n a g e d  t o g et  a b o ut  
h alf  of  m y  c h ur c h  f a mil y t o t h e p art y  a n d  
t w o of  t h e ot h er  c h ur c h es  w er e  als o  r e p- 

^ v es e nt e d  t h er e! S h e  h a d  n e v er  m et  a n y  of  
Wji es e  p e o pl e.  T h e y  w er e  j ust n a m es  i n 

m y  c o m p ut er  t h at s h e  m a n a g e d  t o g et!  As  
a r es ult s h e h as  st art e d g oi n g  t o c h ur c h  
wit h  m e!  Pr ais e  t h e L or d!

H a vi n g  b e e n  a  c hil d  of  G o d  f or o nl y  
f o ur y e ars  I a m  still l e ar ni n g a b o ut  s piri
t u al gifts.  I k n o w  w h at  s o m e of  mi n e  
ar e n't!  I a m  n ot  a  t e a c h er. B ut  I t a k e t h e 
o p p ort u nit y  w h e n  off er e d  t o m e  t o "t e a c h "  
o ur  a d ult  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass. I c all it 
"l e a di n g t h e l ess o n dis c ussi o n.,'  Ot h ers  
ar e m u c h  b ett er  t h a n m e  a n d s o m u c h  
m or e  k n o wl e d g e a bl e.  B ut  it is a  c h a n c e  
f or m e  t o s h ar e m y  l o v e of  t h e L or d  wit h  
t h e m. I us u all y  e n d  u p  g etti n g  a  l ot m or e  
o ut  of  t h e l ess o n t h a n t h e y d o!  I pr ef er  t o 
s e e k  o p p ort u niti es  t o us e  t h e gifts  I k n o w  
I h a v e.  H ost essi n g  is m y  f a v orit e.

M a n y  ti m es w e  t e n d t o k e e p  o ur  l o v e 
f or t h e L or d  a n d  all  His  w o n dr o us  bl ess 
i n gs t o us  u n d er  a  r o c k. I w o ul d  e n c o ur 
a g e  us  all  t o s h ar e  o ur  e x p eri e n c es,  g o o d  
a n d b a d.  T h e y  ar e all o p p ort u niti es  t o 
pr ais e  G o d  a n d t h a n k Hi m  f or e v er y-
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a b o ut  o v er ni g ht  g u ests  or  c o m p a n y  f or di n n er —
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Mi nistr y,  C o m mit m e nt,  
S a crifi c e,  J o y

b y  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k
H e ct or,  M N

t h e s ur pris es,  t h e dis ast ers,  t h e bl essi n gs.  E v er y  
Pris cill a  h as  a  st or y  t o t ell a b o ut  f oll o wi n g P a ufs
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T hi s  arti cl e  i s 

b a s e d  o n  a  

s er m o n  pr e s e nt e d  

b y  t h e a ut h or  

d uri n g  t h e 

Pri s cill a s*  5 0t h  

A n ni v er s ar y  

C el e br ati o n  

s er vi c e  at  t h e 1 9 9 2  

C h ur c h  of  G o d  

G e n er al  

C o nf er e n c e,  St.  

P a ul,  M N.

ti n g r ol e m o d el  t o a  gr o u p  of  p ast ors'  wi v es  w h o  
d e ci d e d  t o m e et  t o g et h er at  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
t o s h ar e t h eir m ut u al  c o n c er ns.  A n d  s o, 5 0  y e ars  
a g o,  A u g ust  4, 1 9 4 2,  t h e n a m e  Pris cill a  w as  s u g 
g est e d  f or t his n e w  or g a ni z ati o n  of  mi nist ers , 
wi v es.  T h e  f oll o wi n g d a y,  a  sl o g a n w as  a d o pt e d  
f or t h e Pris cill a  A u xili ar y — “ Pris cill a  a n 』  
A q uil a — M y  H el p ers  i n C hrist  J es us, "  b as e d  orr  
P a ul's  aff e cti o n at e  d es cri pti o n  of  t h e c o u pl e f o u n d 
i n R o m a ns  1 6: 3.

Pris cill a  a n d A q uil a — t h e Bi bli c al  writ ers  
al w a ys  m e nti o n  t h eir n a m es  t o g et h er, b ut  i n n o  
s et or d er.  T h e y  a p p e ar  as  a  c o o p er ati n g  it e m, as  
a  mi nistr y  p art n ers hi p.  A c c or di n g  t o A cts  1 8: 1-  
3,  t h e y h a d  r e c e ntl y c o m e  t o C ori nt h  fr o m It al y 
b e c a us e  of  a n  e di ct  iss u e d b y  Cl a u di us  t h at c o m 
m a n d e d  all  t h e J e ws t o l e a v e R o m e.  P a ul  j oi n e d 
t h e m i n t h eir tr a d e of  t e nt- m a ki n g a n d, as  t h e y 
w or k e d  t o g et h er, t h e y s h ar e d a n d l e ar n e d fr o m 
hi m.  S o o n  t h eir mi nistr y  b e g a n.

E v er y w h er e  Pris cill a  a n d A q uil a  li v e d, t h e y 
h ost e d  a c h ur c h  i n t h eir h o m e  ( 1 C or.  1 6: 1 9).  
Tr ul y  t h e y p oss ess e d  a n d pr a cti c e d  t h e gift  of  
h os pit alit y.

D o w n  t hr o u g h t h e y e ars,  h os pit alit y  h as  b e e n  
a  bi g  p art  of  t h e li v es of  o ur  p ast ors *  wi v es,  of  
Pris cill as.  J a n e L e Cr o n e  o n c e  h ost e d  ni n et e e n  
p e o pl e  o v er ni g ht f or Mi n n es ot a  C o nf er e n c e.  
D uri n g  a  t hr e e- m o nt h p eri o d,  L o uis e  H e ar p  h a d  
f ort y o v er ni g ht  g u ests at t h eir p ast or at e  n e ar  
Ni a g ar a  F alls.  E v er y  Pris cill a  h as  a  st or y t o t ell

H E Y  W E R E  P A C KI N G  a g ai n.  
B u n dli n g  u p  t h eir b el o n gi n gs. It 
s e e m e d  j ust y est er d a y  t h at t h e y h a d  
g o n e t hr o u g h t his s a m e pr o c ess,  

w h e n  t h e y l ast m o v e d.  C ar ef ull y  t h e y s ort e d  
t hr o u g h t h eir e art hl y p oss essi o ns,  l a yi n g asi d e  
t h e tr e as ur es, q u esti o ni n g  t h e n e c essit y  of  e a c h  
r e m ai ni n g it e m. W o ul d  t h e y n e e d  it at  t h eir n e w  
h o m e ?  S p a c e  w as  s o li mit e d f or t h eir m o v e.

W h at  w o ul d  it b e  li k e, t his n e w  cit y w h er e  
t h e y w o ul d  est a blis h  a  mi nistr y ?  W o ul d  p e o pl e  
list e n t o t h e g os p el  m ess a g e ?  W o ul d  t h e y a dj ust  
t o t h eir n e w  s urr o u n di n gs ? W o ul d  G o d's  w or k  
fl o uris h a n d  gr o w  u n d er  t h eir l e a d ers hi p ?

S o  m a n y  t h o u g hts a n d  q u esti o ns  s wirl e d  a b o ut  
i n t h e y o u n g  w o m a n's  mi n d.  S o m eti m es  d o u bts  
p o p p e d  u p  a n d  a d d e d  t o t h e c o nf usi o n.  B ut  e v e n 
t u all y t h e y o u n g  w o m a n  s h o o k h er  h e a d  d e ci 
si v el y. T h e  L or d's  c all w as  cl e ar.  T h er e  w as  n o  
mist a k e.  G o d  w o ul d  bl ess  t h eir w or k  i n t his n e w  
cit y.  Y es,  G o d  w o ul d  bl ess  t h eir w or k  i n E p h 

es us.  Wit h  a  s mil e  o n  h er  li ps a n d  a  s o n g  i n 
h er  h e art,  Pris cill a  c o nti n u e d  h er  p a c ki n g.  
S o o n  A q uil a  a n d  P a ul  w o ul d  b e  h o m e,  a n d  
s h e m ust  b e  r e a d y.

Y es,  e v e n  2, 0 0 0  y e ars  a g o  mi nistr y  w as  
n ot  s o diff er e nt  fr o m t o d a y. M o vi n g  w as  
p art  of  t h e j o b d es cri pti o n.  G etti n g  a c 
q u ai nt e d,  a dj usti n g  t o a n e w  h o m e,  w as  a  
m aj or  c o n c er n.  T h e  d esir e  t o m a k e  a dif 
f er e n c e i n p e o pl e's  li v es w as  a c o nst a nt  
pr a y er.

T h e  Bi bl e's  e x a m pl e of  a mi nistr y  
c o u pl e,  Pris cill a  a n d  A q uil a,  s e e m e d  a  fit-



T h e  L or d' s  c all  w a s  cl e ar.

T h er e  w a s  n o  mi st a k e,
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v ari o us  gifts,  str e n gt hs, a n d  w e a k n ess es.  
B ut  w h et h er  w e  s hi n e i n t h e kit c h e n,  at  
t h e pi a n o,  i n t h e cl assr o o m, t hr o u g h a  
list e ni n g e ar, or  a c o m p assi o n at e h u g,  
w e  ar e  all  c o m mitt e d  t o t h e s a m e  g o al —

f a mili es. As  M ar y  C h a m b ers,  a  p ast or's  
wif e  a n d  w ell- k n o w n  C hristi a n  c art o o n 
ist, s ai d, “ A  mi nistr y  I h a v e  is m y  r el a
ti o ns hi p wit h  m y  h us b a n d  a n d  c hil dr e n.  
O ur  f a mil y lif e s h o ul d b e  a n  e x a m pl e  of  
h ar m o n y  a n d  l o v e. T o  pr o p erl y  bri n g  u p  
m y  c hil dr e n is a mi nistr y  n ot  o nl y  t o 
t h e m b ut  t o t h e c o n gr e g ati o n. It is a  
mi nistr y  t o m y  c h ur c h  t o li v e at  p e a c e  
wit h  m y  h us b a n d  a n d  c hil dr e n,  a n d  t h at 
b e n efits  a n y o n e  w h o  k n o ws  us. "

B e y o n d  t his p ers o n al  mi nistr y,  p as 
t ors' wi v es  ar e  all  diff er e nt.  W e  p oss ess

mi nistr y;  t h e mi nistr y  w e  s h ar e wit h  o ur  
h us b a n ds,  t h e mi nistr y  w e  s h ar e wit h  
o ur  c o n gr e g ati o ns.

P a ul  s a ys  it w ell  i n P hili p pi a ns  1 : 3- 5. 
"I  t h a n k m y  G o d  e v er y  ti m e I r e m e m b er 
y o u.  I n all m y  pr a y ers  f or all of  y o u,  I 
al w a ys  pr a y  wit h  j o y b e c a us e  of  y o ur  
p art n ers hi p  i n t h e g os p el  fr o m t h e first 
d a y  u ntil  n o w. "

T h e  c h ur c h  at  P hili p pi  a n d  P a ul  w er e  
p art n ers  i n t h e g os p el.  O ur  c h ur c h es  a n d  
mi nistr y  c o u pl es  ar e  p art n ers  i n t h e g os 
p el.  All  of  us  s h ar e a n  e q u al  p a n  i n t h e 
w or k  of  t h e L or d.  It is a  w or k  t h at h as  its 
s et b a c ks, s orr o ws,  a n d  s a crifi c es. B ut  it 
is a  w or k  t h at c a n  b e  fill e d wit h  j o y u n 
s p e a k a bl e.

T h e  j o y of  w at c hi n g  a  p ers o n  a c c e pt  
t h e L or d.

T h e  j o y of  v oi c es  si n gi n g i n tri u m
p h a nt  pr ais e.

T h e  j o y of  a  f a mil y of b eli e v ers  l e ar n
i n g, n urt uri n g,  gr o wi n g  i n t h e L or d.

T h er e  is j o y i n mi nistr y.
T h e  j o y of  a  p ast or  a n d  wif e  a n d  t h e 

c h ur c h — p art n ers  i n t h e g os p el  t o g et h er.
T h e  j o y of  s er vi n g J es us!

a d m o niti o n  i n R o m a ns  t o " c o ntri b ut e t o 
t h e n e e ds  of  t h e s ai nts,  t o pr a cti c e  h os pi-  
g alit y. ”
D T h e  Bi bl e  als o  s a ys t h at Pris cill a  a n d  

A q uil a  h a d a t e a c hi n g mi nistr y.  A cts  
1 8: 2 4- 2 6  t ells us  of  A p oll os,  a n  el o q u e nt  
m a n,  mi g ht y  i n t h e S cri pt ur es  a n d f er
v e nt  i n s pirit.  B ut  h e  w as  a c q u ai nt e d  o nl y  
wit h  t h e b a ptis m  of  J o h n. S o  Pris cill a  
a n d  A q uil a  t a u g ht A  p oli os,  e x pl ai n e d  t o 
hi m  t h e w a y  of  G o d  t hr o u g h J es us  C hrist,  
t hr o u g h o ur  a c c e pt a n c e  of  His  s a crifi c e  
o n  t h e cr oss.

T e a c hi n g  oft e n  s e e ms t o b e  s e c o n d 
n at ur e  t o p ast ors *  wi v es,  t o o. T h e y  h a v e  
t a u g ht i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  (fr o m n urs er y  
t o a d ult),  Bi bl e  S c h o ol,  h o m e  Bi bl e  st u d
i es, c h ur c h  c a m ps,  c o nf er e n c e  cl ass es,  
a n d w or ks h o ps.  Mil dr e d  M a c y  t a u g ht 
Bi bl e  st ori es t o c hil dr e n  t hr o u g h t h e air  
w a v es,  o n  h er  o w n  r a di o pr o gr a m.

Pris cill as  h a v e t a u g ht a n d s h ar e d 
t hr o u g h t h e writt e n  w or d  t o o. T h e y  h a v e  
c o m p os e d m a n y  l ess o ns f or S u n d a y  
S c h o ol  q u art erli es  a n d  Bi bl e  S c h o ol  c ur
ri c ul u m d o w n  t hr o u g h t h e y e ars.  A  d e 
v oti o n al  b o o kl et  f or us e  i n h os pit al  visits  

i ^i n d si c k c alls, e ntitl e d " C hrist —  ur  
str e n gt h i n Si c k n ess  a n d  Distr ess/'  w as  
pri nt e d  a n d m ail e d  f or distri b uti o n  i n 
1 9 5 6  b y t h e Pris cill as.  O n e  t h o us a n d 
w er e  first pri nt e d.

Mi nistr y  f a mili es w h o  k n o w  t h e a g 
o n y  of  fr e q u e nt m o v es  c a n  i d e ntif y wit h  
A q uil a  a n d  Pris cill a.  Cr oss- c o u ntr y  p as 
t or al m o v es  h a v e o c c urr e d  c o u ntl ess  
ti m es i n C h ur c h  of  G o d  hist or y.  T o 
g et h er  y o u  b o x  t h e b o o ks  a n d  b o o ks  a n d  
b o o ks  of  y o ur  h us b a n d's  li br ar y. Y o u  
p a c k  t h e p oss essi o ns, wi p e  a w a y t h e 
t e ars, a n d f a c e t h e h o p es  a n d  f e ars of  a  
n e w  p ast or at e.  H o w  oft e n  t his s c e n e h as  
b e e n  r e e n a ct e d d o w n  t hr o u g h t h e y e ars.

A n d  w e  m ust n't  f or g et t h e tr a v els of  
o ur  e v a n g elists  i n o ur  e arli er  d a ys.  Fr a n cis  
a n d  Iris B ur n ett,  as  n ati o n al  e v a n g elists,  
p ull e d  t h eir h o m e  ( a tr ail er) b e hi n d  t h eir 
c ar, tr a v eli n g t o t h e c o n gr e g ati o ns  a n d  
h o m e  c h ur c h es  i n t h e st at es  of  Ar k a ns as  
a n d  Miss o uri  t o mi nist er  t o t h e m. T h er e  
w er e  tr a v els of  mi nistr y  c o u pl es  t o c o n 
d u ct  r e vi v al m e eti n gs  a n d h o m e  Bi bl e  

^st u di es. At  o n e  p oi nt  i n V.  E.  Kir k 
p atri c k ^  mi nistr y,  h e  h a d  a  Bi bl e  st u d y 
or  c h ur c h  s er vi c e  f o ur diff er e nt  ni g hts  of

t h e w e e k — all  of  w hi c h  t h e e ntir e  f a mil y 
att e n d e d.

Y es,  t h er e w er e  mil es  a n d mil es  f or 
t e a c hi n g a n d  pr e a c hi n g,  mil es  a n d  mil es  
of  s a crifi ci al gi vi n g.

A q uil a  a n d  Pris cill a  w er e  a c q u ai nt e d  
wit h  s a crifi c e  i n t h eir mi nistr y  m arri a g e,  
e v e n  d a n g er  f or t h e s a k e of  t h e g os p el.  
T h e y  ris k e d t h eir li v es s o  t h e W or d  of  t h e 
L or d  w o ul d  g o  f ort h, ( R o m. 1 6: 3,  4.)

O ur  C h ur c h  of  G o d  mi nistr y  c o u pl es  
h a v e  als o  s a crifi c e d f or t h e L or d's  w or k  
t hr o u g h o ut o ur  hist or y,  e v e n  t o t h e p oi nt  
of  e n d a n g eri n g  t h eir 
li v es. A c c o u nts  i n 
Hist ori c al  W a y 
m ar ks  of  t h e C h ur c h  
of  G o d  t estif y of  
p ast ors  p erf or mi n g  b a ptis ms  d es pit e  t h e 
t hr e at of  d e at h.

R o m a ns  i nstr u cts us  t o b e  li vi n g a n d  
h ol y  s a crifi c es, a n d s o o ur  C h ur c h  of  
G o d  Pris cill as  a n d A q uil as  h a v e  s a cri
fi c e d d o w n  t hr o u g h t h e y e ars  
f or t h e s a k e of  t h e g os p el.  
F or  t h e c o nti n u a n c e  of  t h e 
mi nistr y,  f or t h e s pr e a di n g  
of  t h e g os p el,  t h es e s a cri
fi c es w er e  a c c e pt e d. Li mit e d  i n c o m e, 
l o n eli n ess, dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  m o vi n g,  
" m a ki n g  d o " — it w as  all  t a k e n i n stri d e.  
T h e y  l e ar n e d t h e s e cr et  of  t ur ni n g s a cri
fi c e i nt o s atisf a cti o n. P hili p pi a ns  4: 1 2,  
1 3 s a ys, "I h a v e  l e ar n e d t h e s e cr et of  
b ei n g  c o nt e nt  i n a n y  a n d  e v er y  sit u ati o n, 
w h et h er  w ell  f e d or  h u n gr y,  w h et h er  li v
i n gi n pl e nt y  or  w a nt.  I c a n  d o  e v er yt hi n g  
t hr o u g h hi m  w h o  gi v es  m e  str e n gt h. "

T h e  Pris cill as  h a v e  m a d e  a  ri c h c o n 
tri b uti o n t o t h e hist or y  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d.  Fr o m  5 0  y e ars  a g o  a n d  b e y o n d,  w e  
ar e  s pirit u al  sist ers  wit h  a  c o m m o n  b o n d.  
All  of  us  c h os e a h us b a n d  w h o  w as  or  
b e c a m e  a  mi nist er.  A n d  wit h  t h at v o w  of  
m arri a g e  c a m e  a  m ut u al  i nt er est i n his  
w or k,  a n d  a  c o m mit m e nt  t o his  c alli n g  of  
s h ari n g  t h e g os p el  m ess a g e.  B ut  h o w  w e  
f ulfill t h at c alli n g  will  b e  diff er e nt  f or all  
of  us,  as  it w as  f or p ast  Pris cill as.  E a c h  
mi nistr y  m arri a g e  is u ni q u e.  T h e  p att er n  
s et b y  e a c h mi nistr y  c o u pl e i n s er vi n g 
G o d  a n d  His  c h ur c h  will  b e  t h eirs al o n e  
t o d e v el o p.

As  p ast ors'  wi v es,  o ur  pri m ar y  mi nis 
tr y is t o o ur  p ast or- h us b a n ds  a n d o ur
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b y  Milli e  L a ni n g  
Mt.  St erli n g,  I L

N o  pr of a n e l a n g u a g e w as  all o w e d  
ar o u n d t h e mill.  It is t ol d t h at o n e  ti m e 
d uri n g  a fl o o d w h e n  o n e  e n d  of  t h e l o g 
d a m  b e c a m e  l o os e n e d, Mr.  Gr e e n w ell  
t al k e d e x cit e dl y  a b o ut  t h e d a m  l o gs. T h e  
s p e ct at ors t h o u g ht it f u n n y, f or t h e y i n
t er pr et e d his  s p e e c h t o m e a n  " d a m n "  
l o gs, w h e n  h e  h a d  n o  s u c h t h o u g ht.

At  t h e e n d  of  t h e w or k  w e e k , h e  w o ul d  
l o a d his  w a g o n  wit h  m e al  a n d  fl o ur a n d  
g o  a b o ut  t h e ar e a s h ari n g w h at  h e  h a d  
wit h  t h os e l ess f ort u n at e.

E di t o r 's  N o t e :
T h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e s e c o n d A d v e nt  w as  first i ntr o d u c e d a m o n g  t h e 

p e o pl e  of Mt.  St erli n g,  Illi n ois, i n t h e wi nt er  of  1 8 4 2  b y H.  A.  C hitt e n d o n  
of  N e w  Y or k  i n a s eri es of  l e ct ur es o n  t h e pr o p h eti c  S cri pt ur es.  His  
eff orts  l ai d t h e f o u n d ati o n f or f urt h er w or k  l at er o n,  o n  t h e p art  of  ot h ers.

M a n y  b e c a m e  d e e pl y  i nt er est e d i n t h e r et ur n of  C hrist  w hi c h  l e d t o 
t h e gr e at  dis a p p oi nt m e nt  of  1 8 4 3.  T h e  Gr e e n w ell  h o us e  h a d  a  s p e ci al 
d o or  o n  t h e s e c o n d fl o or wit h  a  l a n di n g l e a di n g o utsi d e  w h er e  Willi a m  
Gr e e n w ell  a n d his  f a mil y e x p e ct e d  t h e L or d  t o c o m e f or t h e m. S e e  
pi ct ur e.

N e e dl ess  t o s a y  J es us  di d  n ot  c o m e  i n 1 8 4 3,  b ut  t h at d o es n't  m e a n  t h at 
H e  will  n ot  c o m e.  All  eff orts  t o s et  d at es  f or t h at gr e at  e v e nt  h a v e  e n d e d  
i n f ail ur e b e c a us e  n o  o n e  k n o ws  w h e n  H e  will  c o m e  ( M ar k 1 3: 3 2).  As  
f o olis h as  d at e  s etti n g is, l et's n e v er  f or g et t h at " h e  t h at s h all c o m e  will  
c o m e  a n d  will  n ot  t arr y " ( H e b. 1 0: 3 7).

A b o ut  1 8 4 0,  “ T h e  S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  
C hrist "  w as  pr e a c h e d  i n t his p art  of  t h e 
st at e. S e v er al  of  t h e e arli er  m e m b ers,  
c ar ef ul Bi bl e  r e a di n g a n d  st u d yi n g,  
c e pt e d  t his t e a c hi n g a n d  f or m e d a  gr o u p  
k n o w n  t h e n a n d  f or s e v er al y e ars  as  t h e 
" A d v e nts. "  T h e  c h art er  or  e arl y  m e m b ers  
of  t h e Ri pl e y  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  a c c or di n g  
t o a n  ol d  r e c or d b o o k,  w er e  WI L LI A M  
G R E E N W E L L,  Is ai a h L a ni n g,  Ell e n  
L a ni n g,  G arr ett  R o bi ns,  Mrs.  G arr ett  
R o bi ns,  Dr.  B o w m a n,  Mrs.  E m m a  B o w-

H E  G R E E N W E L L S  h a v e  
b e e n  i n Br o w n  C o u nt y,  Illi
n ois,  si n c e 1 8 4 0.  Willi a m,  
s o n of  H e nr y  a n d R a c h el  

H ar n e d  Gr e e n w ell,  w as  t h e first t o c o m e  
fr o m M e a d  C o u nt y,  K e n m c k y,  i n 1 8 4 0.  
H e  er e ct e d  a  grist mill  o n  Cr o o k e d  Cr e e k,  
n o w  c all e d L a m oi n e  Ri v er.  F or  m a n y  
y e ars  it w as  t h e o nl y  w at er  p o w er  mill  
n e ar er  t h a n Q ui n c y.  It w as  k n o w n  as  
Gr e e n w elfs  Mill.

Willi a m  Gr e e n w ell  w as  a m a n  of  
c o ur a g e  a n d fir m c o n vi cti o n. H e  m ust  
h a v e  b e e n  r at h er i n g e ni o us t o o; it is s ai d 
h e  b uilt  a  c a b  t o b e  us e d  o n  his  b u g g y  or  
sl e d i n w hi c h  h e  i nst all e d a  s m all st o v e.  
W h e n  h e  dr o v e  b a c k  a n d  f ort h a b o ut  t h e 
c o u ntr ysi d e, t h e s m o k e r oll e d c h e eril y  
o ut  t h e st o v e pi p e,  t o t h e w o n d er m e nt  a n d  
a m us e m e nt  of  t h e n ati v es.

Mr.  Gr e e n w ell  w as  a v er y  r eli gi o us 
m a n  of  t h e A d v e nt  f ait h. H e  b eli e v e d  s o 
fir ml y i n t h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  C hrist  t h at 
h e  b uilt  a n d  f ur nis h e d a  r o o m i n his  r at h er 
pr et e nti o us  bri c k  h o m e  s o t h at h e  w o ul d  
b e  r e a d y t o r e c ei v e Hi m.  H e  h a d  o nl y  o n e  
s o n,  W arr e n,  w h o  di e d  y o u n g.  T his  h o us e  
is still st a n di n g  as  t h e pi ct ur e  s h o ws, a n d  
r e v e als t h e w al k w a y  o ut  of  t h e u p p er  
st or y.
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t his p ositi o n fr o m

st u d y t h e

m a n *s  m or al  fi b er, or

w h e n  w e  k n o w  m or e.

Si n c e  1 7 7 6,  p er h a ps  a  h alf- d o z e n  g e n er ati o ns  of  t h e o cr ats of

g u ar d e d. M or e o v er,  it c o nti n u es t o m ai nt ai n  its a gi n g  
c o m mit m e nt  t o all  p e o pl e,  r e g ar dl ess of  r eli gi o us di v ersit y.

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

C h ur c h  of  G o d  

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  

B o x  1 0 0
1 Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1  /

S o m e  w o ul d  s a y w e  st u d y t h e p ast  t o 
r e v e al its mist a k es  s o w e  c a n a v oi d r e
p e ati n g  t h e m i n t h e f ut ur e. T his  s o u n ds 
s us pi ci o usl y li k e a s e c ul ar n oti o n t h at 
"t hi n gs will  g et  b ett er  a n d b ett er  u ntil  
e v e nt u all y  w e'll  h a v e  Ut o pi a. *'  It pl a c es  a  
l ot of  str e n gt h o n  t h e i n h er e nt g o o d n ess  
of  m a n  a n d  t h e e v ol uti o n ar y  pr o c ess  t h at 
t h e g o o d  will  o ut w ei g h  m a n's  b asi c  n at ur e  
u ntil  p erf e cti o n  is a c hi e v e d. O n e  mi g ht  
s a y p e o pl e  b eli e vi n g  t his ar e d efi nit el y  
o pti mists.

W e  h a v e  n ot  b e e n  s u c c essf ul i n all  t h e 
c e nt uri es of  ci vili z ati o n i n i m pr o vi n g 
m a n's  m or al  fi b er, or  t h e n ati o n al i n
t e grit y of  m a n y  e m pir es a n d  n ati o ns,  b y  
l o o ki n g b a c k  o n  t h e p ast.

L o o ki n g  b a c k  t o a n al y z e  t h e crisis of  
W orl d  W ar  I c o ul d n ot  s a v e t h e n ati o ns  
fr o m t h e crisis of  W orl d  II, or  K or e a  or  
Vi et  N a m.  W e  d o  n ot  l e ar n v er y  w ell  b y  
r e vi e wi n g l ess o ns fr o m t h e p ast.

W h at  is t h e f u n cti o n of  hist or y ?
C hristi a n  writ ers  w o ul d  s a y t h e f u n c

ti o n of  hist or y  is t o r e v e al t h e Cr e at or.  
T h e  B o o k  of  G e n esis  is a hist or y  b o o k.  
"I n t h e b e gi n ni n g  G o d  cr e at e d,' 1 a n d  b e 
c a us e H e  i nt er v e n e d i n t h e u ni v ers e  at

s o m e of  A m eri c a's  ol d est  est a blis h e d  r eli gi o us i nstit uti o ns h a d  
st u b b or nl y r esist e d, b ut  gr a d u all y  a n d  y et  wis el y  a bs or b e d  i nt o 
t h eir a ut h orit ari a n f a bri c, m a n y  of  t h e s a m e ol d  i d e als of  
i n di vi d u alis m a n d  C hristi a n  Li b ert y  wit h  w hi c h  t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d  at  o n e  ti m e w as  s o str o n gl y i d e ntifi e d

I n t h e ol d Hist or y  of  t h e C hristi a n  D e n o mi n ati o n  i n 
A m eri c a,  w e  l e ar n t h at a  R e v.  Mist er  J a m es O' K ell e y  a n d  a  h ost  
of  a b o ut  t hirt y M et h o dist  E pis c o p al  cl er g y m e n  fr o m Vir gi ni a  
diss e nt e d  fr o m t h at C o n n e xi o n  a b o ut 1 7 9 2,  " o v er t h e f or m of  
g o v er n m e nt  a d o pt e d; w hi c h,  it s a ys, w as  u ns atisf a ct or y  t o 
Vir gi ni a  mi nist ers. "  Aft er  m a n y  y e ars  of  stri vi n g wit h  t h e 
s yst e m, a n u m b er  of  t h e m fi n all y g a v e  u p  a n d w e nt  h o m e,  
i n cl u di n g J a m es O' K ell e y.

T h e  N e w  E n gl a n d,  or  E ast er n  C hristi a ns  w er e,  h o w e v er,  t h e 
first t o pr o cl ai m  G os p el  Li b ert y  i n A m eri c a.  Wit h  p oliti c al

T h e  F u n cti o n  of Hist or y  

s o m e p oi nt  i n t h e p ast  o n e  m a y  tr ust t h at 
H e  will  c o nti n u e  t o i nt er v e n e i n pr es e nt  
hist or y  a n d  f ut ur e hist or y.

A  C hristi a n,  of  c o urs e, is a p pr o a c hi n g  
a p oi nt of vi e w  

f o u n d e d i n f ait h. It is n ot  diffi c ult  t o 
u n d erst a n d  G o d's  h a n d  i nt er v e ni n g i n d ail y  
e v e nts  w hi c h  will  b e  t h e n e xt  g e n er ati o n's  
hist ori c al r e c or d— if o n e b eli e v es i n 
a ns w er e d pr a y er  or  G o d's  pr o vi d e nti al  
w at c h c ar e  o v er  His  c hil dr e n. O n e  vi e ws  
e v e nts as t h e f all of  c o m m u nisti c  R ussi a,  
t h e G ulf  W ar,  a n d  t h e r e c e nt el e cti o ns  as  
s m all i n cr e m e nts i n G o d  w or ki n g  o ut  His  
pl a n.

L et  us  b e  c a uti o us  t h e n, i n att e m pti n g  
t o us e  t h e hist ori c al  r e c or d wit hi n  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o dr e d g e  u p  ol d  q u arr els  or  
s c a n d als a n d  bri n g  t h e m t o li g ht. L et  us  
n ot  s e ar c h f or " a m m u niti o n ” t o pr o v e  a  
d o ctri n al  p oi nt,  or  r e h as h ol d  " h er esi es "  
w hi c h  w er e  s ettl e d b y  o ur  f at h ers. L et  us  
als o b e  c ar ef ul  n ot  t o writ e  off  t h e e arl y  
A g e-t o- C o m e  t h e ol o gi a ns as b ei n g  irr el e
v a nt  si m pl y b e c a us e t h e 1 9t h c e nt ur y  
c ult ur e  w as  m or e  pri miti v e  t h a n o urs  a n d  
h e n c e  t h eir t h e ol o g y w as  si m pl er. Dis 
pr o vi n g  t h e st u d y u p o n  w hi c h  t h e A g e-t o-

C o m e  m o v e m e nt  w as  f o u n d e d w o ul d  c ut 
us  l o os e fr o m o ur  h erit a g e  a n d  all o w  us  t o 
s a y li k e t h e R uss ellit es  s ai d t o m e  o n e  
d a y,  " P ast or  R uss ell  w as  a  g o o d  m a n,  b ut  
w e  k n o w  n o w  w h at  h e  w as  t e a c hi n g a b o ut  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w as  wr o n g.  W e  h a v e  
l e ar n e d m or e  si n c e t h e n ?

H e a v e n  f or bi d t h at w e  s h o ul d r e p u di at e 
o ur  h erit a g e  i n or d er  t o w a n d er  off  o n  
s o m e t a n g e nt t h at cl o u ds o ur  missi o n  of  
r e a c hi n g t h e l ost f or C hrist

T h at  m ust  b e w h y  w e  
hist or y  of  o ur  p ast ors,  of  t h eir i d e as, a n d  
of  t h e gr o wt h  of  o ur  w or k:  t o r e v e al t h e 
Cr e at or  a n d His  S o n  i n o ur  w or k  s o w e  
m a y  m or e  cl e arl y s e e His  h a n d  i n o ur  
pr es e nt  w or k.

I n t his iss u e, D a vi d  Gr a h a m  e x a mi n es  
t h e pr e c e pt a n d pr a cti c e of " G os p el  
li b ert y " wit hi n  o ur  w or k  u ntil ar o u n d  
1 8 7 0. H e  l o o ks, t o o, at t h e s e ct ori a n 
q u aliti es,  if a n y,  of  o ur  gr o u p.  W e  i n vit e 
y o ur  c o m m e nt.

W e  ar e still l o o ki n g f or a n y  
i nf or m ati o n o n t h e Eis e n h o w ers  i n 
K a ns as  b ef or e  1 8 9 5.  Pl e as e  s e ar c h y o ur  
ol d  p a p ers  f or t his. W e  will  p u blis h  m or e

— J a n Stils o n.

A  S h ort  Hist or y  of A nti- S e ct ari a nis m  a n d t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  

b y D a vi d  Gr a h a m

S o m eti m es  t h e writi n g  of  hist or y  is a  g o o d  t hi n g. B y  it w e  
ar e  k e pt  p ost e d  of  w h at  is tr a ns piri n g i n t h e w orl d.  O ur  r e as o n 
f or writi n g  it is n ot  t o fi n d f a ult wit h  a n y o n e, b ut  t o l et o ur  
p e o pl e  k n o w  w h at  h as  h a p p e n e d  a n d t h e y will,  of  c o urs e,  b e  
g o v er n e d a c c or di n gl y — a d a pt e d.  " A bit  of  hist or y. H A.  R.  
U n d er w o o d.  R estit uti o n  (J a n. 6,  1 9 0 4),  Pl y m o ut h,  I n di a n a.

As  citi z e ns of  t h e U nit e d  St at es,  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt 
pri vil e g e  w e  h a v e  is t h e s a cr e d ri g ht t o e x er cis e r eli gi o us 
fr e e d o m. T h e  n e xt  is t h e '' pri vil e g e' * t o diss e nt!

T h es e  ar e G o d- gi v e n  ri g hts, w hi c h,  pr o vi d e nti all y,  t h e 
A m eri c a n  G o v er n m e nt  a c k n o wl e d g es as "i n ali e n a bl e, " a n d,  
n e e dl ess  t o s a y, h as,  f ar m or e  t h a n t w o c e nt uri es, f ait hf ull y



t h e y b e g a n t o gr o w,

Hist or y  N e wsl ett er  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  J a n Stils o n,  E dit or,  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  C

s af e g u ar ds i n t h e g o v er n m e nt  s u c h as t h e p oli c y of  t h e 
s e p ar ati o n of  c h ur c h a n d st at e; a n d t h e pri vil e g e  t o t hi n k o ut  
l o u d ( as e x pl ai n e d  i n d et ail  t hr o u g h t h e m e di u m  of  r eli gi o us 
j o ur n alis m), gr e at  l e a d ers hi p i n r eli gi o us cir cl es  s u d d e nl y b e g a n  
t o e m er g e.

A n ot h er  m e m b er  of  t h e cl er g y, Eli as  S mit h  ( 1 7 6 9- 1 8 4 6), 
t a u g ht t h at cr e e ds i n v ari a bl y pr e v e nt dis c ussi o n a n d  
i n v esti g ati o n— t w o v er y  n e c ess ar y  p arts  of  t h e w h ol e  c o u ns el  of  
G o d.  S mit h  f o u n d t h at cr e e ds,  w h et h er  or  n ot  w e  li k e t o t hi n k of  
t h e m i n t his w a y,  ar e  a  g o o d  s o ur c e of  r e pr essi o n; si n c e "r e as o n ” 
is r e n d er e d p o w erl ess  i n c h ur c h es  w h er e  i nt er pr et ati o n of  H ol y  
Writ  is di ct at e d  b y  a stri n g of  r es ol uti o ns. H e n c e,  o n e  of  t h e 
m ost  i m p ort a nt p o p ul ar  r eli gi o us j o ur n als of  t h at ti m e p eri o d  
( 1 8 0 9- 1 8 1 6) w as  T h e  H er al d  of  G os p el  Li b ert y,  w hi c h  S mit h  
b e g a n  e diti n g  i n 1 8 0 9.

T hr o u g h  t his m e di u m  ot h ers  r e c ei v e d n e w  li g ht, m ost  of  
w hi c h  S mit h  a d a pt e d  fr o m his  st u d y of  t h e C o nstit uti o n  of  t h e 
U nit e d  St at es,  t h e Bill  of  Ri g hts,  b ut  m ost  of  all t h e Bi bl e.

H a vi n g  st u di e d t h e w or ks  of  S mit h  it is n o  w o n d er  t h at s o 
m a n y  p e o pl e  fr o m e v er y  dir e cti o n  a n d  p ers u asi o n  e x p eri e n c e d  t h e 
f or c e of  C hristi a n  Li b ert y  at  t h at ti m e. S mit h's  p a p er  c a u g ht  o n  
q ui c kl y i n t h e T hirt e e n  St at es,  d uri n g a p eri o d  of  ti m e i n 
A m eri c a  w h e n  t h e first w a v e  of  e mi gr a nts  st art e d o ut  a cr oss  t h e 
v ast  All e g h e n y  M o u nt ai ns.  His  p a p er  i nt elli g e ntl y e x pl ai n e d  
C hristi a nit y,  a n d  r e as o n e d all  t hi n gs t hr o u g h t h e Bi bl e.

S mit h  l e ar n e d t o c o m bi n e i d e alis m wit h  t ol er ati o n a n d  
r ati o n alis m as it r el at es t o t h e ol o g y. H e  dis c o v er e d  t h at " p urit y 
of  h e art "  is a  C hristi a n  d o ctri n e  t h at str e n gt h e ns, or  e m oti o n all y  
a n d  s pirit u all y u n d er gir ds  m e n  of  diff er e nt  d o ctri n al  p ers u asi o ns.  
It is t his d o ctri n e  t h at eff e cts  C hristi a n  u nit y,  or  u ni o n  of  s e cts.

U nf ort u n at el y,  t h e B a ptists  of  N e w  E n gl a n d  di d  n ot  r e a dil y 
gr as p S mit h's  p hil os o p hi c al i d e als of  d e m o cr a c y f or t h e 
c h ur c h es.  F or  a w hil e,  a n o n y m o us  p a m p hl ets  w er e  cir c ul at e d,  
att a c ki n g  t h e c h ar a ct er  of  s o m e of  t h e B a ptists *  m ost  h ar d-li n e  
cl er g y. T h es e  p a m p hl ets  i nf uri at e d B a ptists  w h o,  of  c o urs e,  
bl a m e d S mit h  f or h a vi n g  writt e n  t h e m, w h et h er  or  n ot  h e  
a ct u all y di d.  N o  d o u bt  his  l e ct ur es t e n d e d t o a n n o y t h e m s o 
m u c h  t h at t h er e w er e  oft e n  a n gr y  m o bs  w aiti n g  f or hi m  at t h e 
pl a c e  h e  w as  s c h e d ul e d t o l e ct ur e.

Alt h o u g h  his s er m o ns w er e  al w a ys s cri pt ur al a n d v er y  
i nt er esti n g i n d e e d, t h e y w er e  r at h er u n ort h o d o x.  S o m e  e x a m pl es  
of t h es e ar e, ” T h e  w h ol e  w orl d  G o v er n e d  b y a J e w * *; 
" D e n o mi n ati o n alis m ” a n d  " T h e  Hist or y  of  t h e C hristi a ns. n S u c h  
t o pi cs, c o m bi n e d wit h  all t h e r u m ors a n d all e g ati o ns —  
c o n c er ni n g  his  r e p ut ati o n a m o n g  t h e B a ptists,  o nl y  m a d e  t hi n gs 
w ors e  f or hi m.  E v e nt u all y,  h e  q uit  t h at d e n o mi n ati o n,  b ut  it 
di d n't  hi n d er  hi m  fr o m stirri n g u p  t h e mi n ds  a n d  c o ns ci e n c es  of  
t h at p e o pl e.  H e  c o nti n u e d  t o pr o v o k e  cr o w ds  i nt o a n g er  a g ai nst  
hi m,  u ntil  t h er e is r e c or d e d at  l e ast o n e  i nst a n c e w h er e  h e  w as  
lit er all y c arri e d o ut  of  t h e c h ur c h, a n d  b y  s o m e mir a cl e  s a v e d  
fr o m b ei n g  t arr e d a n d  f e at h er e d!

H e  oft e n  t o o k t h e ki n d  of  ris ks t h at m a n y  ti m es br o u g ht  hi m  
wit hi n  i n c h es of  his  lif e!

E v e nt u all y,  s o m e of  t h e t hi n gs h e  wr ot e  c a u g ht  t h e att e nti o n  
of  a f e w i nt elli g e nt, li b er at e d i n di vi d u als— B a ptists,  n o  l ess! 
Oft e n,  his  fri e n ds i n t h e mi nistr y  c h all e n g e d  t h e B a ptist  cl er g y  
t o p u bli c  d e b at e  o n  d o ctri n al  t o pi cs, w hi c h,  of  c o urs e, t h e y 
v e h e m e ntl y  d e pl or e d,  a n d tri e d t o a v oi d at all c osts! T h es e  
d e b at es  br o u g ht  S mit h  fir ml y i nt o pr o mi n e n c e.

Eli as  S mit h  r e ali z e d e arl y i n his  c ar e er  t h e v ast  i m p ort a n c e

of  c orr e ct  t hi n ki n g i n r eli gi o us m att ers.  H e  u n d erst o o d  B a ptist  
t h e ol o g y a n d  aft er  a  f e w tri als a n d  err ors, f o u n d o ut  t h at it w as  
wr o n g.  C o ns e q u e ntl y,  h e  diss e nt e d  a n d i m m e di at el y st o p p e d 
b ei n g  a B a ptist,  y et  m or e  i m p ort a ntl y, st o p p e d pr e a c hi n g  t h eir 
f als e t h e ol o g y!

I n v ari a bl y, t h e C hristi a ns  as  
c a m p ai g n e d  vi g or o usl y  f or t h e o v ert hr o w  of  s e ct ari a nis m. S o o n  
t h eir cri es w er e  h e ar d  i n e v er y dir e cti o n,  a n d a p o w erf ul  
m o v e m e nt  e ns u e d,  w hi c h  s p a n n e d t h e first h alf  of  t h e ni n et e e nt h  
c e nt ur y!

T h e  w or k  of  p ulli n g  t h e s e cts t o g et h er u n d er  o n e  d esi g n ati o n  
b e c a m e  a  diffi c ult  t as k f or t h e a v er a g e  mi nist er.  H e n c e,  o nl y  a  
f e w m e n,  of  w h o m  El d er  J os e p h M ars h  w as  o n e,  w er e  gift e d  
wit h  t his r ar e t al e nt. Ot h ers  ass o ci at e d  wit h  t h e C hristi a ns  w er e  
J os e p h B a d g er,  B art o n  St o n e,  Al e x a n d er  C a m p b ell,  J os h u a 
Hi m es,  Ri c e  H a g g ar d,  Eli as  S mit h,  a n d  C h arl es  Fit c h.  M e n  li k e 
t h es e f or t h e m ost  p art  o p p os e d  d o g m atis m  a n d  e m p h asi z e d  t h e 
i d e als of  C hristi a n  c h ar a ct er.

B art o n  W arr e n  St o n e  ( 1 7 7 2- 1 8 4 4), o n e of  t h e str o n g 
f o u n d ers of  t h e N e wli g ht  M o v e m e nt,  a n d  w h o  f a v or e d " u nit y, ” 
wr ot e  t h e f oll o wi n g t o El d er  M ars h  i n 1 8 3 9:

" C hristi a n  U ni o n  is m y  p ol ar  st ar. H er e  I st a n d 
as  u n m o v e d  as t h e All e g a n y  [si c] m o u nt ai ns;  n or  
c a n  a n y  t hi n g dri v e  m e  h e n c e! ”

I n di vi d u alis m w as  e xtr e m el y  p o p ul ar  d uri n g  t h e first h alf  of  
t h e ni n et e e nt h  c e nt ur y i n r eli gi o us a n d  s e c ul ar cir cl es all o v er  
t h e Br a v e  N e w  W orl d.  J os e p h M ars h  w as  still j ust a b o y  t h e n. 
I n f a ct, b y  t h e ti m e M ars h  w as  t w e nt y-fi v e y e ars  ol d,  h e  h a d  
e ar n e d  a  r e p ut ati o n as  "t h e B o y  Pr e a c h er. 1 '

H u n dr e ds  of  i n di vi d u als i n v ol v e d i n C hristi a n  e v a n g elis m  
b e c a m e  f a m o us al m ost o v er ni g ht  b e c a us e  of  t h eir fir m a n d <  
u ntiri n g  z e al f or t h e i d e als of  " C hristi a n li b ert y.” T h er e  w er e  
" h er o es ” fr o m e v er y d o ctri n al  p ers u asi o n  w or ki n g  t o g et h er, 
"i n di vi d u all y ” t o w ar d t h e er osi o n  of  s e ct ari a n p art y  pl atf or ms.  
T h es e,  i n t h eir r ui n o us st at e, o nl y  c a us e d  di visi o n  a n d  s c att er e d  
t h e tr u e s ai nts of  C hrist.

At  t h e p e a k  of  t h e a nti-s e ct ari a n m o v e m e nt  ( cir c a 1 8 3 5)  
a n ot h er i m p ort a nt mi nist er  s u d d e nl y c a m e t o pr o mi n e n c e.  
C h arl es  Fit c h  ( 1 8 0 4- 1 8 4 4) tri e d t o c o n vi n c e p e o pl e  t h at t h e 
c hi ef s o ur c e of  e vil i n t h e w orl d  w as  ri g ht i n t h e s e ct ari a n 
c h ur c h. H e  w ar n e d  e v er y o n e — all t h os e w h o  c o nsi d er e d  
t h e ms el v es tr u e C hristi a ns — t o c o m e O U T  of  t h e p o p ul ar  
d e n o mi n ati o ns,  or b e c o n d e m n e d i n t h e m. H e  c o m p ar e d  
s e ct ari a ns t o '' B a b yl o n/' t h e e vil  h arl ot;  a n d  his  s er m o n, " C o m e 
O ut  of  H er,  M y  P e o pl e, "  s killf ull y c o n vi n c e d m a n y  of  t h e m t o 
l e a v e t h eir c h ur c h es.

His  c a m p ai g n gr e atl y b olst er e d  t h e M o v e m e nt  of  ' 4 3, 
b e c a us e  it w as  t ot all y g e ar e d  t o t h e a nti-s e ct ari a n b e nt  of  t h e 
Mill erit e  M o v e m e nt,  w hi c h  w as  l at er m a n a g e d  b y  J os h u a Hi m es  
( 1 8 0 5- 1 8 9 5). D uri n g  t h e Mill erit e  c a m p ai g ns, Hi m es  a n d  
J os e p h M ars h  ( 1 8 0 2- 1 8 6 3), b ot h C hristi a n  A d v e ntists,  
p u blis h e d  Mill erit e  j o ur n als i n 1 8 4 3  w hi c h  pr o vi d e d  a  v oi c e  f or 
b eli e v ers  i n t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g of  C hrist.  Hi m es,  f or m erl y of  
t h e C hristi a n  d e n o mi n ati o n,  m a d e  a  s m all-ti m e pr e a c h er/f ar m er,  
Willi a m  Mill er  ( 1 7 8 2- 1 8 4 9), e xtr e m el y p o p ul ar  s h ortl y aft er  
m e eti n g  hi m  i n 1 8 3 9;  a n d b e g a n  or g a ni zi n g  w h at  i m m e di at el y ^ 
d e v el o p e d  as t h e n e w  " Mill erit e " M o v e m e nt.  Willi a m  Mill er  
b e c a m e  t h e m ai n  f o c us i n m a n y  of  Hi m es'  t e nt cr us a d es  d uri n g  
t h e e arl y  F orti es.

O ut  of  t h e C hristi a n  d e n o mi n ati o n,  l e a d ers of  i n d e p e n d e nt



as

w as

assi g n e d as

； A  3 0 2 6 0.  P u blis h e d  at Or e g o n,  I L, i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d,  V ol.  5: 2.  D c c.-J a n.,  1 9 9 3.

,

t h e y e x pr ess e d t h e ms el v es, w er e  i n f a v or of  m a ki n g  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  a n d  t h e n a m e  of  t h e A n oi nt e d  O n e  a t est of  C hristi a n  
F ell o ws hi p. " — J. M.  St e p h e ns o n, " C o nf er e n c e R e p ort, "

Pr o p h eti c  W at c h m a n,  O ct.  2 6,  1 8 6 7,  p.  2 6 0.
T his  p oli c y  c h a n g e d t h e f o c us of  t h e C O G  f or e v er. It n o  

l o n g er s o u g ht  t o c o urt  s e ct ari a n d e n o mi n ati o ns,  b ut  r at h er t ur n e d 
its a p p e al i n w ar d, t o w ar d Mill e n ari a ns  a n d Mill e nists  al m ost  
e x cl usi v el y.  T h at,  f or a  w hil e,  dr e w  m u c h  cr ossfir e  fr o m A d v e nt  
C hrsti a ns  ( A C's). Of  c o urs e, t h e "J e w " q u esti o n  w as  al w a ys a  
cliff- h a n g er  f or t h e m. B ut  n ot  all A C's  a n d C hrist a d el p hi a ns  
( C D's) c o ul d as cri b e t o a v ari et y  of  A g e-t o- C o m e  D o ctri n e,  
a m o n g  w hi c h  t h e m ost  c o ntr o v ersi al  i n cl u d e d T h e  R et ur n  of  t h e 
J e ws, Mill e ni al  Pr o b ati o n,  t h e R est or ati o n  of  pl a n et  E art h,  a n d  
U ni v ers al  R es urr e cti o n.

n As  n o  o n e  c a n b e  a C hristi a n  a c c or di n g t o y o ur  pr es e nt  
t h e or y u nl ess  h e  b eli e v es  i n t h e R est or ati o n  of  t h e J e ws, a n d  as  
t h e pl atf or m  o n  w hi c h  w e  or g a ni z e d  t h e I n di a n a C o nf er e n c e  is 
a b a n d o n e d a n d  t h at d o g m a  ( of J e wis h R est or ati o n)  s u bstit ut e d  
f or it, t h er e c a n  b e  n o  u ni o n  b et w e e n  t h e I n di a n a C o nf er e n c e  a n d 
m ys elf  u nl ess  t h e y r etr a c e t h eir st e ps, r et ur n t o t h e gr o u n d  fr o m 
w hi c h  t h e y h a v e  str a y e d, a n d  m a k e  C hristi a n  C h ar a ct er  al o n e  t h e 
c o n diti o n  of  f ell o ws hi p a n d  c o o p er ati o n.  T h e  I n di a n a C o nf er e n c e  
w e nt  o n  h ar m o ni o usl y  u ntil  f ait h i n t h e R est or ati o n  of  t h e 
J e ws w as  m a d e  a  t est of  f ell o ws hi p.' *— N.  Fi el d, M L ett er  fr o m N.  
Fi el d  t o Br o.  R.  H.  Gr es h a m/ 1 Pr o p h eti c  W at c h m a n,  A u g ust  
1 2, 1 8 6 7.

First,  it is i m p ort a nt t o r e ali z e t h at b y  1 8 6 7  t h e mi nist ers,  
or  l e a d ers of  t h e C O G  i n I n di a n a, w er e  m u c h  m or e  pr os cri pti v e  
t h a n e v er  b ef or e.  N o  d o u bt  t h e r es ol uti o n v ot e d  o n  at  Ol d  U ni o n  
r e g ar di n g t h e b asis  f or u ni o n  w as  dir e ct e d  at  A C's  a n d  C D's  ( or 
r at h er, a n y o n e  w h o  o p p os e d  t h e m o n  t h e ess e nti als, es p e ci all y  
o n  t h e R et ur n  of  t h e J e ws).

W e  c a n e x a mi n e t his i m p ort a nt as p e ct a n ot h er w a y  b y  
l o o ki n g at  s o m e e v e nts  fr o m 1 8 6 7  t hr o u g h 1 9 0 0.

W e  s e e t h at t h e b asis  f or u ni o n  i n t h e C O G  di d  b e c o m e  
pr o gr essi v el y  m or e  n arr o w,  at  l e ast fr o m t h e A d v e nt  C hristi a n  
p oi nt  of  vi e w.

First,  t h e i n v ol v e m e nt b y  t h e C O G  wit h  A C's  a n d  C D's  h a d  
dr o p p e d  off  si g nifi c a ntl y b y  1 8 7 4.

T h e n,  fi v e att e m pts h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b y  C O G  l e a d ers t o 
or g a ni z e  a  p er m a n e nt  n ati o n al  c o nf er e n c e wit h o ut  t h e s u p p ort 
a n d c o o p er ati o n of  ot h er  d e n o mi n ati o ns.  T h e  d at es ar e as  
f oll o ws: 1 8 6 9,  1 8 8 8,  1 8 8 9,  1 9 1 0,  1 9 2 1.

Fr o m  t h es e f a cts it is cl e arl y  r e v e al e d t h at as e arl y as 1 8 6 7  
t h e i n di g e n o us C O G  w as,  i n f a ct, alr e a d y  cl osi n g t h e g a p  o n  
c o o p er ati n g wit h  ot h er d e n o mi n ati o ns — i n cl u di n g A d v e nt  
C hristi a ns  a n d C hrist a d el p hi a ns,  a n d pr e p ari n g  t h e w a y  f or 
gr e at er  u nif or mit y.

H o w e v er,  as l at e as 1 9 0 0  o n e  writ er  s ai d h e  t h o u g ht t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  w as  still n o w h er e  n e ar  as n a n o w  as h e  w o ul d  
li k e t o h a v e  s e e n it.

T h er e  is str o n g e vi d e n c e  t h at t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  f a c e d s o m e 
i m p ort a nt o bst a cl es  i n pr o vi di n g  f or d o ctri n al  u nif or mit y  o n  a  
n ati o n al  s c al e. T h os e  w h o  s a w t h e n e e d  f or n ati o n al  u nif or mit y  
( M o d er at es), h o w e v er,  w er e  t ot all y p o w erl ess  t o s e e it t hr o u g h 
t o its fi n al c o n cl usi o n.

O n e  r e as o n f or t his is t h at t h e Li b er als  a n d C o ns er v ati v es  
w er e  f ar t o o p o w erf ul.

U n a bl e  t o pl e as e  eit h er  f a cti o n i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  t h e 
M o d er at es  st o o d b y a n d w at c h e d  as s e v er al c o ns er v ati v e  
c o n gr e g ati o ns (r es e m bli n g t h e Bl ess e d  H o p e  C h ur c h  i n 
Cl e v el a n d)  c e d e d fr o m t h e Ass o ci ati o n  i n 1 9 1 1.  T h es e,  of  
c o urs e, w er e  c o nstit u e nts of  s o m e of  t h e m or e  u kr a- c o n-

_ _  _  c all e d a n " Ass o ci ati o n of  t h e C h ur c h  of  
… --， * J t h e I n di a n a St at e  C o nf er e n c e  i n 1 8 6 7. T h e  t er m, 

“ ass o ci ati o n " i m pli es a f ell o ws hi p or  c h ur c h or g a ni z ati o n.  H c n c c,  f or o ur  
-n Ass o ci ati o n, "  or  " Ass o ci ati o n of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d, "  s h all b e  

alt er n ati v e d esi g n ati o n  a n d us e d  i nt er c h a n g e a bl y wit h  t h e

Bi bl e  st u di es c ar v e d o ut  diff er e nt v ersi o ns  of  A d v e ntis m.  
T h e ori es  d e v el o p e d  u p o n  w hi c h  g o o d  m e n  s h ar pl y  diff er e d.

J os e p h M ars h,  of  c o urs e, w as  c ert ai nl y o n e  of  t h e m. His  

s yst e m w as  f ull y d e v el o p e d  b y 1 8 5 0,  w hi c h  w as  c all e d t h e 
" R estit uti o n, 1 ' or  " A g e-t o- C o m e. "

S o m e of t h e t h e or eti c al s yst e ms t h at d e v el o p e d  
p ost h u m o usl y  w er e  t h e Lif e  a n d  A d v e nt  U ni o n,  w h os e  f o u n d ers 
w er e  J o h n T.  W als h  a n d G e or g e  St orrs;  T h e  C h ur c h  of  t h e 
Bl ess e d  H o p e,  f o u n d e d i n Cl e v el a n d  b y  R o b ert  M c L a u c hl a n,  
M a uri c e  J o bli n, a n d  N e w ell  B o n d;  a n d  o n e  ot h er  r el e v a nt t o t his 
st u d y, w as  t h e C hrist a d el p hi a ns,  of  J o h n T h o m as  f a m e.

M ost  of  t h e l e a d ers of  t h es e i n d e p e n d e nt Bi bl e  gr o u ps  h a d  
ori gi n at e d  wit h  t h e C hristi a n  C o n n e xi o n,  or  Dis ci pl es  of  C hrist  
d e n o mi n ati o ns,  w hi c h  als o b e g a n  as s m all gr o u ps  of  d e v ot e d  
i n di vi d u als h e artil y  s o u g ht t o i n v esti g at e, dis c uss,  a n d dr a w  
c o n cl usi o ns  b as e d  u p o n  t h eir o w n  u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e Bi bl e.

Y et  it s h o ul d n ot  b e  o v erl o o k e d  t h at t h er e di d  e xist  a m o n g  
t h e m a  wi d e  r a n g e of  diff er e n c es  of  o pi ni o n  o n  n e arl y  e v er y  t e n et 
of  f ait h. T his,  of  c o urs e, m a d e  it diffi c ult  t o or g a ni z e  o n  a n y  
pl atf or m  ot h er  t h a n " C hristi a n C h ar a ct er. "

I n t h e h e y- d a y  of  " A g e-t o- C o m e n A d v e ntis m  ( cir c a 1 8 4 7-  
1 8 5 5), t h e a nti-s e ct ari a n tr a diti o n w hi c h  w e  h a v e b e e n  
dis c ussi n g  w as  as i m p ort a nt t o its s ur vi v al as it w as  f or t h e 
gr e at  C hristi a n  A d v e nt  M o v e m e nt;  w hi c h,  of  c o urs e, dr e w  
h e a vil y  u p o n  t h e C hristi a n  C o n n e xi o n  a n d  C hristi a n  ( Dis ci pl e) 
p o p ul ati o ns  f or its n u m b eri c al  gr o wt h  a n d  s u p p ort, w hi c h  w er e  
als o  e ntir el y  a nti-s e ct ari a n.

As  t h es e M o v e m e nts  gr e w, t h e p o p ul arit y of a nti 
s e ct ari a nis m gr e w  wit h  t h e m. O ut  of  t his tr a diti o n, t h e n, t h e 

^ ^ C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e A br a h a mi c  F ait h  e m er g e d  a n d  b e c a m e  a  
^ ®r e alit y.

Fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g, t h er e w er e  ultr a- c o ns er v ati v es  
( T h o m asit es) w h o  o p p os e d  " C hristi a n c h ar a ct er/ * as t h e b asis  f or 
" u ni o n 1 1 i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  Still,  t h eir ri g ht t o diss e nt  
t hr o u g h t h e Ass o ci ati o n's *  j o ur n als or  at  c o nf er e n c e  w as  al w a ys  
p er mitt e d. H o w e v er,  si n c e t h eir vi e w p oi nts w er e  us u all y  
m ai nt ai n e d  b y  t h e mi n orit y  of  t h e w h ol e  Ass o ci ati o n,  t h e y w er e  
n ot  c o nsi d er e d  a  t hr e at

T h er e  w er e  str o n g Li mit ari a ns  li k e M a uri c e  J o bli n a n d  f or 
m ost  of  his  lif e, J. M.  St e p h e ns o n.  E a c h  o n  his  o w n  m erit,  w as  
a  hi g hl y  rs p e ct e d m a n  w h o  m a d e  s o m e p arti c ul arl y  i m p ort a nt 
c o ntri b uti o n t o t h e Ass o ci ati o n.  T h eir  vi e ws  w er e  n ot  al w a ys  
p o p ul ar.

I n o ur  e x a mi n ati o n  of  t h e r ol e of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n t h e 
hist or y  of  a nti-s e ct ari a nis m, a f e w c o n cl u di n g t h o u g hts ar e i n 
or d er.

As  f ar as t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( C O G) is c o n c er n e d, t h e 
tr a diti o n al pl atf or m of  u niti n g o n t h e b asis of  C hristi a n  
C h ar a ct er  wit h  t h e diff er e nt  s e cts b e g a n  t o c h a n g e  a b o ut  1 8 6 7.  
F or  t h e s a k e of  u nif or mit y,  t h e y c h os e t o u nit e  o n  n o  ot h er  
b asis  t h a n T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  t h e N a m e  of  J es us  C hrist.

" T h e w h ol e  C o nf er e n c e,  wit h  p er h a ps  o n e  e x c e pti o n,  s o f ar

♦ rr h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G o d, ” p er. s c. » b y

p ur p os es,
… p _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 a n i 。  . ..
offi ci al  a p p ell ati o n, "t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d, ” f or t h e r e m ai n d er of  i his p a p er.



y o ur

— E dit or  J a n et Stils o n
w e

n e ws p a p er- pri nt e d

p h ot o. I will  tr y t o l o c at e a n ori gi n al i n 
t h e ar c hi v es a n d p u blis h it. — J S.

D e ar  J a n,
I a m gl a d t h at y o u

s er v ati v e or g a ni z ati o ns  ( T h o m asit es) t h at h a d  al w a ys  c o e xist e d  
wit hi n  t h e str u ct ur e of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.

T h e  tr a diti o n al M o d er at es,  w h o  c o ntr oll e d  t h e c h ur c h  p a p er,  
oft e n  b attl e d  C o ns er v ati v es  a n d Li b er als  t hr o u g h t h e c h ur c h  
p u bli c ati o ns,  w h o  p o u n d e d  o ut  t hr e ats of  a g gr essi o n a n d/ or  
c essi o n. T h e  e dit ori al st aff, w h o  r e pr es e nt e d t h e w h ol e  
Ass o ci ati o n,  n o  d o u bt  w or k e d  dili g e ntl y  t o k e e p  its p a p er  fr e e 
fr o m all  e xtr e m es.  Alt h o u g h  w ar ni n gs  w er e  oft e n  fir e d t hr o u g h 
t h e p a p er  t o al ert t h e w h ol e  b o d y  of  s u c h d a n g ers,  it s e e ms 
a p p ar e nt t h at n o  r e al h el p  w as  gi v e n  t o c ur b t h e m i n a ti m el y 
m a n n er.  U nf ort u n at el y,  t h e b usi n ess  of  d e ali n g  wit h  n ati o n al  
c h ur c h  c o nf er e n c e  p oliti cs  w as  i n a p pr o pri at el y h a n d e d  t o e dit ors  
a n d ot h ers w h o,  f or a w hil e,  h a d t o s ol v e gr e at  pr o bl e ms  

e xt e m p or a n e o usl y.
T h e  a p p ell ati o n  M C h ur c h  of  G o d/  w hi c h  us e d  t o disti n g uis h  

t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  fr o m ot h er mill e n ari a n  or s pirit u alist  
or g a ni z ati o ns,  h a d,  b y 1 9 0 0,  g ott e n  l ost i n t h e dir e ct or y  of  
C hristi a n  F ait hs.  T h er e  w as  n o  l o n g er a n y  w a y  t o k n o w  w hi c h  
" C h ur c h of  G o d "  w as  w hi c h.  H e n c e,  s o m et hi n g h a d  t o b e  d o n e.

Fi n all y,  a b o ut 1 9 0 5  a s u g g esti o n w as  m a d e  b y  s o m e o n e t o 
a d d " A br a h a mi c F ait h, ” or  " F ait h of  A br a h a m' *  t o C h ur c h  of  
G o d.  B ut  w h at  a d a y  a n d y e ar  t h e s u g g esti o n w as  offi ci all y  
r es ol v e d a n d  a ct e d  u p o n  b y  t h e Ass o ci ati o n  is a n y o n e's  g u ess.

T h e  mi nist ers  w h o  m et  t o r e or g a ni z e t h e Mi nist eri al  
Ass o ci ati o n  i n Cl e v el a n d  i n 1 9 1 1  m a d e  s o m e p arti c ul arl y  t o u g h 
d e cisi o ns.  T h e y  r e ali z e d t h e c o ns e q u e n c es a n d r e p er c ussi o ns 
t h e y' d h a v e  t o f a c e o n c e  t h eir pl a n  of  c o m pr o mis e  w as  u n v eil e d.  
T h e y  w er e  l o o ki n g f or m o d er ati o n  a n d  c o m pr o mis e fr o m b ot h  
t h e ri g ht a n d l eft wi n gs  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  T h e  " N e w "  
Mi nist eri al  Ass o ci ati o n  f ail e d t o i m pr ess m a n y  of  t h e Li b er als  
a n d  c ert ai nl y n o n e  of  t h e C o ns er v ati v es  w h o  l a b el e d t h eir pl a n  
of  r ef or m "i ns e nsi bl e. ”

T h e  b ur d e n  of  r es p o nsi bilit y, f or t h e first ti m e i n C h ur c h  of  
G o d  hist or y,  r est e d s q u ar el y o n  t h e s h o ul d ers of  t h e s e c o n d

D e ar  J a n et:
R e c e ntl y  I h a v e b e e n g oi n g t hr o u g h 

s o m e of  m y  p a p ers  a n d cli p pi n gs a n d r a n 
a cr oss t his pi ct ur e  of  A u nt y  Wi n c e.  W h e n  
I c ut  it o ut  of  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  I di d  
n ot  writ e  d o w n  t h e y e ar  a n d m o nt h  of  T h e  
H er al d.  O nl y  t h e p a g e is gi v e n i n t his 
cli p pi n g.

A n y w a y  t his pi ct ur e br o u g ht b a c k  
s o m e m e m ori es.  I n 1 9 2 6 I w as  1 5 y e ars  
ol d  a n d m y  sist er St ell a  1 3.  T h e n  s h e di e d  
of  di p ht h eri a.  It w as  a tr a gi c ti m e f or all  
o ur  f a mil y, b ut  es p e ci all y m y  m ot h er.  I 
r e m e m b er t h at m y  m ot h er  st art e d g etti n g  
l ett ers fr o m A u nt y  Wi n c e.  T h os e  l ett ers 
w er e  s u c h a c o mf ort t o m y  m ot h er.  A u nt y

D e ar  Br o.  G o e kl er:
T h a n ks  f or y o ur fi n e l ett er a n d t h e 

pi ct ur e  of  A u nt y  Wi n c e.  U nf ort u n at el y,  
c a n n ot r e pr o d u c e a

All  of  t h e a b o v e ar e
t h e ori gi n als ( w hi c h ar e at t h e C as h m er e

Wi n c e  s ur el y w as  a w o m a n  of  f ait h a n d  
gr e at c o m p assi o n. It l eft a m ar k  o n m e  
es p e ci all y. S o  I tr e as ur e t his pi ct ur e  a n d  
t h e i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  h er  b y  L a ur a  Sl uss er  
Gl a nt o n.  I di d m a k e  s o m e c o pi es of  t his 
pi ct ur e,  b ut  t his is t h e ori gi n al. ...

I n F ait h,  
H arr y  G o c kl cr.

C h ur c h  of  G o d).  I will  s e n d a n y y o u  d o  n ot  
alr e a d y h a v e.

Als o,  I h a v e a v er y r ar e b o o k t h at is 
q uit e i nt er esti n g. I d o u bt  t h at t h e a ut h or  
h as a n y c o n n e cti o n t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
b ut R o b ert  G.  H u g gi ns  h as his n a m e  
st a m p e d o n it a n d I b eli e v e  t h at it c a m e  
fr o m his  li br ar y. T h e  b o o k  is U ni v ers alis m  
A g ai nst Its elf, A n  E x a mi n ati o n a n d  
R ef ut ati o n  b y Al e x a n d er  H all  ( 1 8 4 6). L et  
m e  k n o w  if y o u  w a nt  it. It is pr o b a bl y  n ot  
a  C h ur c h  of  G o d  b o o k.

B est  wis h es  f or t h e s u c c ess of  HI S T O R Y  
N E W S L E T T E R  a n d y o ur  eff orts  as  e dit or.

— D a vi d  O p el.

D e ar  D a vi d,
T h a n ks f or y o ur l ett er of  

e n c o ur a g e m e nt. T h e  c o pi es of  t h e a b o v e  
list w e  r e c ei v e d i n g o o d  c o n diti o n, a n d I 
h a v e e nj o y e d r e a di n g t h e m. I b eli e v e t h e 
Mill e n ni al  H ar bi n g ers  ar e fr o m 1 8 6 5.

T h e  b o o k  o n U ni v ers alis m  will  t a k e a  
bit  of  st u d y. I d o n't  k n o w  Al e x a n d er  H a 】, 
as a n a ut h or, b ut  t h er e w er e  H alls  i n t h e 
Cl e v el a n d  w or k  s o w e  e n c o ur a g e o ur  
r e a d ers t o l o o k i nt o t his a n d s e n d us a  
l ett er if y o u k n o w or l e ar n s o m et hi n g 
a b o ut A.  H all.

ar e k e e pi n g t h e 
N E W S L E T T E R  g oi n g.  I h a v e  e nj o y e d all t h e 
r es e ar c h t h at h as b e e n pr es e nt e d. I a m  
e n cl osi n g a c h e c k f or S 1 2  s o t h at I m a y  
c o nti n u e t o g et  t h es e i nt er esti n g arti cl es.

I a m als o e n cl osi n g s o m e M A g c-t o-  
C o m e "  tr a ct c o pi es w hi c h  y o u pr o b a bl y  
alr e a d y  h a v e  b ut  h er e  t h e y ar e  j ust i n c as e.

Als o  I h a v e  s o m e ot h er  t hi n gs f or y o ur  
ar c hi v es w hi c h  I will  s e n d if y o u d o n ot  
alr e a d y h a v e.  T h e y  ar e:

T h e  Pr o p h eti c  W at c h m a n  a n d  H er al d  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m,  St e p h e ns o n  &  R e c d

F e b.  8, 1 9 6 6  J u n e 2 9, 1 8 6 7
M ar.  1 5, 1 8 6 6  O ct.  2 6, 1 8 6 7
J u n e 2 9, 1 S 6 6  N o v.  9, 1 8 6 7
N o v.  9, 1 8 6 6  N o v.  2 3, 1 8 6 7
T h e  H er al d  of  t h e C o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  &  

C hristi a n  I nstr u ct or, Wils o n  &  M e y er  
M ar.  1, 1 8 6 8

T h e Mill e n ni al  H ar bi n g er  &  Bi bl e  
E x p osit or,  N e w m a n

( N o d at e)  V ol.  3 9  N u m b ers  3,  8, 1 0.
p h ot o c o pi es of

g e n er ati o n  of  l e a d ers. U nf ort u n at el y,  t h eir v o ws  t o u p h ol d  a n d  
pr ot e ct t h e Ass o ci ati o n  f ail e d, fr o m t h e p oi nt  of  vi e w  of  
C o ns er v ati v es.  T h e y  h a d h o p e d  f or a b al a n c e  b et w e e n  all  
e xtr e m es,  vi z.,

1)  Ultr ais m  vs.  li b er alis m; (

2)  W h at  is or d er  vs.  w h at  is dis or d er;

3)  M or alit y  vs.  i m m or alit y;
4)  W h at  is n arr o w  vs.  w h at  is br o a d;
5)  H o w  m u c h  tr ut h s h o ul d b e  u nif or ml y  st a n d ar di z e d;
6)  H o w  m u c h  of  it s h o ul d b e  c o m pr o mis e d.
T h e  m e n  w h o  ulti m at el y  dr e w u p  s u c h r es ol uti o ns all  

f a v or e d G os p el  Li b ert y,  t h e Bi bl e  as t h e o nl y  r ul e i n m att ers  of  
f ait h a n d  pr a cti c e,  a n d  t h e fr e e d o m t o i n v esti g at e t h e S cri pt ur es  
u ntr a m m el e d.  T h er ef or e,  s u c h m e n  r e pr es e nt e d t h e Li b er al  c a m p.  
H o w e v er,  i n or d er  t o s atisf y t h e m aj orit y  of  C o ns er v ati v es  s o m e 
of  t h eir o w n  v al u es  h a d  t o g o.

C o ns e q u e ntl y  t h es e C O G  mi nist ers  c hi p p e d  a n d  c ar v e d  a w a y  
at  t h eir g os p el  h erit a g e  u ntil  a b o ut  1 9 2 2,  w h e n  t h e y w er e  fi n all y 
r e a d y t o u n v eil  t h eir w or k.  W h at  ulti m at el y  m at eri ali z e d  w as  a n  
Ass o ci ati o n  t h at w as  m u c h  n arr o w er,  a n d  al m ost  u nr e c o g ni z a bl e  

w h e n  c o m p ar e d t o t h e s a m e b o d y  t h at e xist e d i n 1 8 6 7.  Still,  
aft er  all t h e p oliti c al  c o m pr o mis es,  pr o visi o ns,  a n d i n n o v ati o ns 
t h at w er e  n e e d e d i n or d er  t o r e c o n cil e b ot h Li b er al  a n d  
C o ns er v ati v e  p arti es,  t h os e c o n gr e g ati o ns t h at wit h dr e w  fr o m 
t h e Ass o ci ati o n  i n 1 9 1 1,  n e v er  f o u n d t h eir w a y  b a c k.

Alt h o u g h  t h er e h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  a dj ust m e nts, or  a m e n d 
m e nts,  m a d e  t o t h e C o nstit uti o n  si n c e 1 9 2 2,  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
h as  i n v ari a bl e r e m ai n e d u n c h a n g e d  i n m ost  of  w h at  w as  writt e n  
t h er e si n c e t h at ti m e.

I n r etr os p e ct, t hr o u g h n e arl y  s e v e nt y-fi v e y e ars  ( 1 8 5 0- 1 9 2 2 1 
of  i nt er n al c o nfli ct b et w e e n  c o nstit u e n ci es a dj oi ni n g e v er y  
d o ctri n al  p art y  i n t h e Ass o ci ati o n,  t h e er a of  " e x p eri m e nt al  
k n o wl e d g e *'  i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  h a d  fi n all y dr a w n  t o a  cl os e.

( T o b e  c o nti n u e d.)



H i s t o r y

♦ Mi d ni g ht  a n d  M or ni n g Cl y d e  E.  H e witt

D E C E M B E R,  1 9 9 2,  J A N U A R Y,  1 9 9 3

o
b y  J a n et  Stils o n  
Or e g o n,  I L

T a k e n  i n p art  fr o m " Hist or y  of  S c h u yl er  
a n d  Br o w n  C o u nti es,  Illi n ois. "

E d p t o r 's  N o t e : 

T hi s  r e vi e w fir st 

a p p e ar e d  i n T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  

H e r a l d , 

N o v e m b er,  1 9 8 4.

N E  O F  T H E  M O S T  c o ntr o v ersi al  
p eri o ds  i n A m eri c a's  r eli gi o us his
t or y w as  d uri n g  t h e z e nit h  of  Wil 
li a m Mill er's  p o p ul arit y  w hi c h  e n 

c o m p ass e d  t h e d e c a d es  of  t h e 1 8 3 O's  a n d  1 8 4 0's.  
Cl y d e  H e witt  of  t h e A d v e nt  C hristi a n  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  of  A m eri c a  h as  a ut h or e d  Mi d ni g ht  
a n d  M or ni n g,  w hi c h  d e als  v er y  eff e cti v el y  wit h  
t h e q u esti o ns  t h at hist ori c all y  a n d  pr es e ntl y  cl o u d  
Mill er's  mi nistr y,  a n d  t h e A d v e ntist  m o v e m e nt  
s p a w n e d fr o m it.

H e witt  c arri es t h e r e a d er t hr o u g h t h e a d ult  
mi nistr y  of  Willi a m  Mill er  of  L o w  H a m pt o n,  
N e w  Y or k,  m a ki n g  a str o n g c as e i n Mill er's  
d ef e ns e  f or his  gr e at  b ur d e n  t o wi n  l ost s o uls t o 
C hrist  b ef or e  t h e L or d  s h o ul d  r et ur n: Mill er  w as  
m or e  i nt er est e d i n a w a k e ni n g  C hristi a ns  t o t h e 
f a ct of  t h e i m mi n e nt r et ur n of  C hrist  t h a n h e  w as  
i n c alli n g  t h e m o ut  of  e xisti n g  c h ur c h es  t o f or m 
a  n e w  d e n o mi n ati o n.

T h e  c o ntr o v ers y i n Mill er's  mi nistr y  ar os e

1 7

T his  h o us e Is still st a n di n g as t h e 
pi ct u r e s h o ws, a n d r e v e als t h e 
w al k w a y  o ut of t h e u p p e r st o r y.

w er e  str u n g  b y  wir es  al o n g  h alf  t h e l e n gt h 
of  t h e b uil di n g,  pr o vi n g  q uit e  a h a z ar d  
b e c a us e  t h e y o c c asi o n all y  f ell d o w n  f ull 
of  s o ot. M e n  a n d  w o m e n  e a c h  h a d  t h eir

b e c a us e  h e  d ar e d  t o s et a  d at e  f or t h e r et ur n of  
C hrist.  B e c a us e  of  his  b eli ef  t h at t h e 2 3 0 0  d a ys  
m e nti o n e d  i n D a ni el  8: 1 4  c o ul d  b e  e q u at e d t o 
2 3 0 0  y e ars,  a n d b e c a us e  h e  b eli e v e d  t h at t h e 
r e b uil di n g of  t h e t e m pl e i n J er us al e m u n d er  
N e h e mi a h  w as  t h e d at e  fr o m w hi c h  t o fi g ur e ( 4 5 7 
B. C.),  h e  c o n cl u d e d  t h at t h e L or d's  r et ur n w o ul d  
b e  i n his  o w n  d a y.  D a ni el  9: 2 5  i n di c at e d t h at t h e 
r est or ati o n  of  t h e t e m pl e w as  t h e c orr e ct  d at e,  a n d  
b y  a d di n g  2 3 0 0  y e ars  t o 4 5 7  B. C.,  t h e y e ar  1 8 4 3  
b e c a m e  t h e o nl y  p ossi bl e  a ns w er. Mill er  als o  
w or k e d  t w o m or e  pr o p h eti c  c al c ul ati o ns, a n d  
arri v e d  at  1 8 4 3  i n b ot h  c as es.  H e  b eli e v e d  h e  h a d  
m or e  t h a n e n o u g h  e vi d e n c e  t o s u p p ort his  c as e.

D at e  s etti n g its elf w as  n ot  s u c h a n u n us u al  
p h e n o m e n o n  i n c h ur c h  hist or y,  b ut  t h e i m p a ct of  
t his d at e  w as  p o p ul ari z e d  b y  t h e m ess a g e  a n d  t h e 
m e di a.  J os h u a V.  Hi m es,  a ki n d  of  pr o m ot er,  
p u blis h e d  Mill er's  s er m o ns, i d e as, a n d  t h e d at e  
t hr o u g h T h e Mi d ni g ht  Cr y  w hi c h  h e  e dit e d.  Ot h er  
Mill er  f oll o w ers w er e  als o  p u bli ci zi n g  t h e m es-

TI E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

o w n  e ntr a n c e  a n d  si d e o n  w hi c h  t o e nt er  
a n d sit. T his  e v e nt u all y  g a v e  w a y  t o a  
si n gl e e ntr a n c e a n d mi x e d  c o m p a n y.  
Fi n all y  a  littl e pl a c e  u n d er  t h e s o ut h e ast  
c o m er  of  t h e c h ur c h  w as  e x c a v at e d  f or a  
s m all f ur n a c e a n d  a  n e w  fl u e w as  b uilt  at  
t h e e ast  e n d. A  f ull b as e m e nt  w as  l at er 
m a d e  a n d m or e  a d e q u at e h e ati n g  w as  
pr o vi d e d.  El e ctri cit y  c a m e  t o Ri pl e y  i n 
1 9 3 0  a n d  t h e c h ur c h  w as  first t o r e c ei v e 
t his bl essi n g.  T his  di d  a w a y  wit h  k er o 
s e n e a n d g as  l a m ps w hi c h  w er e  q uit e  
diffi c ult  t o k e e p  i n o p er ati o n.  L at er  i m
pr o v e m e nts  t o t h e c h ur c h  i n cl u d e d n e w  
p e ws,  a b ell,  p ul pit,  st ai n e d gl ass  wi n 
d o ws,  c o m m u ni o n  t a bl e, a n d  c h airs.  T h e  
pr es e nt  p ars o n a g e  w as  b uilt  i n 1 9 5 7- 5 8.  
T h e  c h ur c h  w as  e nl ar g e d  i n r e c e nt y e ars,  
a n d  a  n e w  e ntr a n c e  w as  m a d e.

m a n,  E mil y  L o n g,  Eli z a b et h  C o x,  a n d  
J e n ni e C o x.  T h e y  o bt ai n e d  t h e b uil di n g  
w hi c h  is still i n us e  a n d b e g a n  h a vi n g

c es  b ef or e  1 8 6 5.  T h e  b uil di n g  h a d  
b uilt  i n 1 8 5 5  t o b e  us e d  f or c h ur c h  

s er vi c es a n d as  a p u bli c  m e eti n g  pl a c e.  
A m o n g  ot h er  t hi n gs, it w as  us e d  as a  
s c h o ol h o us e.

T h e  b uil di n g  ori gi n all y  st o o d  s o ut h  of  
w h er e  it is n o w,  a cr oss  t h e pr es e nt  hi g h 
w a y  w hi c h  w as  t h e n a d e e p  r a vi n e. I n 
1 8 8 9,  Mr.  a n d  Mrs.  Is ai a h L a ni n g  p ur 
c h as e d  t h e l ots o n  w hi c h  t h e c h ur c h  n o w  
st a n ds,  a n d  d e e d e d  t h e m t o t h e tr ust e es of  
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e A br a h a mi c  
F ait h  i n 1 8 9 0.  T h e  b uil di n g  w as  m o v e d  
a cr oss  t h e d e e p  r a vi n e t o its pr es e nt  l e g a
ti o n i n 1 8 9 2  b y  m e a ns  of  h a n d- h e w n  
l o gs, h ors es,  a n d  m a n y  m e n.

Ori gi n all y  t h e c h ur c h  h a d  t w o d o ors  at  
t h e w est  e n d a n d t w o h e ati n g  st o v es at  
e a c h  si d e i n t h e c e nt er. T h e  st o v e pi p es



A  g e n er al  c o nf u si o n  ar o s e  a m o n g  t h e

A d v e nti st s  i n t h e aft er m at h  of  t h e gr e at  di s a p p oi nt m e nt.
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t o o h a p p y  t o r e pri nt, wit h  e m b ellis h 
m e nts,  a st or y d eri di n g  t h e Mill erit es  
f o u n d it e as y  t o m ol d  a n  u n criti c al  p u bli c  
mi n d,  w h et h er  t h e y i nt e n d e d t o or  n ot "  
( p. 1 4 3). U n ki n d  c ari c at ur es a n d c ar-

b y  pr e a c hi n g  f er v e ntl y t o wi n  m or e  s o uls, 
b y  s ettli n g fi n a n ci al d e bts,  b y s elli n g 
pr o p ert y,  a n d  l o o ki n g f or t h e a p p e ar a n c e  
of  t h eir L or d.

W h e n  O ct o b er  2 2 n d  c a m e  a n d  w e nt,  
t h e bitt er  dis a p p oi nt m e nt  s et i n. M a n y  
f oll o w ers a b a n d o n e d  Mill er  at  t his ti m e 
a n d,  i n a ct u alit y,  t h e Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt  
e n d e d.  H o w e v er,  i n di vi d u al b eli e v ers  still 
pr e a c h e d  t h e s o o n r et ur n of  t h e L or d,  as  
Mill er  hi ms elf  di d.

A  g e n er al  c o nf usi o n  ar os e  a m o n g  t h e 
A d v e ntists  i n t h e aft er m at h  of  t h e gr e at  
dis a p p oi nt m e nt.  T his  c o nf usi o n w o ul d  
c o nti n u e  u n a b at e d  f or s e v er al  y e ars,  wit h  
o n e A d v e ntist  d e n o mi n ati o n aft er a n 
ot h er  f or mi n g i n a n eff ort t o s a v e t h e 
m ess a g e  of  A d v e ntis m.  I m m e di at el y 
aft er,  t h e Mill erit es  c all e d a  c o nf er e n c e

i n Al b a n y,  N Y,  wit h  ot h er  pr o p h e c y  
c o nf er e n c es a n d m e eti n gs  o c c urri n g  at  
r e g ul ar i nt er v als. It m ust  b e  r e m e m b er e d 
t h at alt h o u g h  Mill er  h a d  c all e d  f or A d 
v e ntists t o " C o m e o ut of  B a b yl o n/ *

m e a ni n g  t h e est a blis h e d  c h ur c h,  h e  di d  
n ot  i nt e n d f or a n e w  d e n o mi n ati o n  t o 
o c c ur. A d v e ntis m  w as  r at h er t o b e a  
s p e ci al  i nt er est wit hi n  e xisti n g  c h ur c h es.  
S o  gr e at  w as  t h e c o n c er n  t o pr e v e nt  f or
m ati o n  of  a n ot h er  c h ur c h  t h at A d v e ntist  
m e eti n gs  a n d c o nf er e n c es w er e  c all e d  
f or S u n d a y  aft er n o o ns  i n m e eti n g  h alls,  
s o  t h at att e n d ers  c o ul d  b e  fr e e t o w ors hi p  
S u n d a y  m or ni n g.

As  a n  att e m pt t o e x pl ai n  w h y  C hrist  
h a d  n ot  r et ur n e d, s e v er al m e n  d e v el o p e d  
t h e d o ctri n e  t h at C hrist  h a d  b e g u n  t o 
cl e a ns e t h e h e a v e nl y  "s a n ct u ar y " as a  
pr el u d e  t o r et ur ni n g t o e art h  i n j u d g m e nt. 
O.  R.  L.  Cr o zi er,  e dit or  of  t h e D a y  St ar,  
w or k e d  o ut  t h e t h e ol o g y o n  t his i d e a a n d  
p u bli ci z e d  it i n his  p a p er.  S o o n  t h e i d e a 
of  w ors hi pi n g  o n  S at ur d a y  w as  a d d e d,  
wit h  t h e e v e nt u al  f or m ati o n of  t h e S e v
e nt h  D a y  A d v e ntists,  t h e l ar g est d e n o mi-

n ot  s cri pt ur al f or a  c o nf er e n c e  gr o u p  t o 
v ot e  o n  t h e tr ut h of  S cri pt ur e,  a n d  f elt t h e 
Al b a n y  gr o u p  h a d  f or m e d a  n e w  s e ct.  H e  
f elt t h at if t h e y h a d  r et ur n e d "t o  t h e or d er  
of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  u n d er  t h e n a m e  
gi v e n  t h er e t o t h e tr u e c h ur c h n  it w o ul d  
h a v e  b e e n  a c c e pt a bl e.  ( P. 2 0 6.)

Ot h er  d e n o mi n ati o ns  f or mi n g wit hi n  
t h e n e xt  d e c a d e  w er e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
( S e v e nt h D a y),  A d v e nt  C hristi a ns,  a n d  
Lif e  a n d A d v e nt  U ni o n.  J os e p h M ars h  
a n d ot h er  A g e-t o- C o m e  A d v e ntists  r e
m ai n e d  o utsi d e  t h e cir cl e  of  or g a ni z e d

♦ A c c or di n g  t o t h e l at e P a ul  H at c h of Or e g o n,  
I L, a  l o n g-ti m e C h ur c h  of  G o d  hist ori a n,  O.  R.  
L.  Cr o zi er  q ui c kl y  f ors o o k t h e n e w  t h e ol o g y 
a n d s h o w e d u p  a y e ar  l ai cr wit h  t h e A g c-t o-  
C o m c  b eli e v ers  i n t h e Mi c hi g a n  c o nf er e n c e.  H g  
b e c a m e s e cr et ar y f or t h e c o nf er e n c e, bi ，  

e vi d e ntl y  c e as e d  t o b e  a n  e dit or  fr o m t h at ti m e 
o n.

s a g e a n d  t h e m a n.  C o mi n g  as  it di d  d ur 
i n g t h e h ei g ht  of  t h e s o ci al r ef or m m o v e 
m e nt  i n A m eri c a  w h e n  a b oliti o n, t e m
p er a n c e,  p e a c e, w o m e n's  ri g hts, c hil 
dr e n *  s  ri g hts, a n d  r eli gi o us fr e e d o m w er e  
i m p ort a nt c a us es, t h e S e c o n d  A d v e nt  
m ess a g e  of  Mill er  t o o k o n  a n  i nt e nsit y 
a n d  p o p ul arit y  t h at g a v e  it a  m o m e nt u m  
ort h o d o x  p ast ors  f o u n d b e wil d eri n g  a n d  
t hr e at e ni n g. T h eir  a b usi v e  l ett ers c a n  b e  
f o u n d i n t h e r eli gi o us n e ws p a p ers  of  t h e 
d a y.

Fi n di n g  n o  p ers o n al  f a ult wit h  Mill er,  
t h e m e di a  oft e n  e x pr ess e d  t h e c o nf us e d  
r e a cti o ns of  t h e cl er g y  a n d  ort h o d o x y  i n 
t er ms l ess t h a n c o m pli m e nt ar y t o t h e 
A d v e ntist  m o v e m e nt.  H e witt  s a ys,"...  
bi as e d  j o ur n alists s e nt  o ut  t o g et  a  s e ns a 
ti o n al st or y  or  u ns y m p at h eti c  e dit ors  o nl y

n ati o n  t o d e v el o p  fr o m t h e br o k e n  Mil 
l erit e m o v e m e nt. *

O n  A pril  2 9- M a y  1,  1 8 4 5,  a c o nf er- 』  
e n c e  of  all  Mill erit e  f oll o w ers w as  c all e d *  
i n Al b a n y  N. Y.  T h e  Al b a n y  C o nf er e n c e  
w as  a n  i m m e di at e att e m pt  t o r est or e or d er  
t o t h e c o nf us e d  Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt.  T h e  
c o nf er e n c e w as  n ot a bl e  f or t h os e w h o  
s h o w e d u p,  as w ell  as f or t h os e w h o  
di d n't.  I m p ort a nt t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  is t h e f a ct t h at J o
s e p h M ars h  di d  n ot  s h o w u p.  M ars h  h a d  
f or m erl y b e e n  a n  e dit or  f or a  Mill er  p a p er,  
b ut  dis a gr e e d  wit h  t h e d at e-s etti n g  t e n
d e n c y,  a n d  s e v er al  p oi nts  of  d o ctri n e  a n d  
m et h o d ol o g y.  H e  w as  p arti c ul arl y  n oti n  
f a v or of  or g a ni z ati o n, n or  of  f or mi n g 
cr e e ds. T h e  Al b a n y  c o nf er e n c e  d e v el 
o p e d a st at e m e nt of  f ait h w hi c h  w as

Mill erit e  i n ess e n c e.  It c o nfir m e d  a  
b eli ef  i n t h e i m mi n e nt r et ur n of  
C hrist,  b ut  c a m e  o ut  a g ai nst  c o n di-  
ti o n alis m a n d  t h e r et ur n of  Isr a el t o 
its h o m el a n d,  t h e l att er t w o p oi nts  

b ei n g  str o n gl y  h el d  b y  M ars h.  M ars h  als o  
l at er o bj e ct e d  t o t h e us e  of  t h e n a m e  
" A d v e ntist. "  H e  b eli e v e d  o nl y  t h e t er m 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  w as  s cri pt ur al. H e  als q  
st at e d i n o n e  of  his  e dit ori als  t h at it w as

t o o ns w er e  oft e n  pri nt e d  i n p a p ers,  or  as  
s e p ar at e br o a dsi d es,  d e pi cti n g  t h e Mil 
l erit e m o v e m e nt  i n a  d erisi v e  m a n n er.

T h e  f ail ur e of  C hrist  t o r et ur n d uri n g  
1 8 4 3  c ast t h e m o v e m e nt  i nt o a w ors e  
li g ht t h a n e v er,  n ot  o nl y  a m o n g  its criti cs,  
b ut  a m o n g  s o m e  of  Mill er's o w n  f oll o w
ers. H o w e v er,  f oll o wi n g a p u blis h e d  
a p ol o g y  f or s etti n g a  d at e,  Mill er  c o nti n 
u e d  pr e a c hi n g  as  di d  m a n y  ot h er  A d v e nt 
ists b e c a us e  t h e y still c arri e d  t h e b ur d e n  
f or t h e l ost, a n d  still b eli e v e d  t h e L or d  
w o ul d  r et ur n s o o n.

A  s p uri o us r e w or ki n g of  Mill er's  
pr o p h eti c ti m et a bl e b y El d er  S a m u el  
S n o w  r e vi v e d t h e f ur or f or t h e S e c o n d  
A d v e nt  b y  s etti n g a  n e w  d at e —  ct o b er  
2 2, 1 8 4 4.  R el u ct a ntl y,  Mill er  c a m e t o 
a c c e pt  t h e n e w  c o m p ut ati o ns,  a n d  J. V.  
Hi m es  p u bli ci z e d  t h e n e w  d at e.  O n c e  
a g ai n  b eli e v ers  pr e p ar e d  t o m e et  t h e L or d
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G o d  h as  b e e n t h e str o n g c o nf er e n c e  
m o v e m e nt.  Mill er  g at h er e d  l ar g e cr o w ds  
a cr oss  d e n o mi n ati o n al  li n es b y  m e a ns  of  
pr o p h e c y  c o nf er e n c es.  S u c h  c o nf er e n c es  
pr o m ot e d  Bi bl e  st u d y a n d f ell o ws hi p. 
L ar g e  c h arts w er e  p ai nt e d  t o ill ustr at e 
ti m e t a bl es a n d  i m p ort a nt pr o p h eti c  c o n 
cl usi o ns. L ar g e  t e nts w er e  us e d  t o h ol d  
c a m p  m e eti n gs.  Mill er  b orr o w e d  his  c o n 
f er e n c e m et h o d ol o g y  fr o m t h e C hristi a n  
C o n n e xi o n  of  w hi c h  b ot h  J. V.  Hi m es  
a n d J os e p h M ars h  h a d f or m erl y b e e n  
m e m b ers,  a n d h e  b orr o w e d  t h e c a m p  
m e eti n g  i d e a fr o m t h e M et h o dist  C o n 
n e cti o n.  T h e  e arl y A g e-t o- C o m e  e v a n 
g elists  r eli e d h e a vil y  u p o n  b ot h  i d e as.

T h e  l e a d ers of  t h e Mill erit e  m o v e 
m e nt  w er e  pr olifi c  writ ers.  P u blis hi n g  
b e c a m e  a v er y  i m p ort a nt m e a ns  of  g et 
ti n g t h e A d v e ntist  m ess a g e  o ut.  T h e  titl e 
of  H e witt's  b o o k  c o m es,  i n f a ct, fr o m a n  
i m p ort a nt p eri o di c al,  T h e  Mi d ni g ht  Cr y,  
w hi c h,  aft er t h e gr e at  dis a p p oi nt m e nt,  
b e c a m e  T h e  M or ni n g  W at c h.  T h e  f or m er 
w as e dit e d  b y  J os h u a  V.  Hi m es,  t h e l att er 
b y N at h a n  W hiti n g.  Li k e wis e,  J os e p h 
M ars h  e dit e d  s e v er al  p eri o di c als  t hr o u g h
o ut  his  lif e, T h e  V oi c e  of  Tr ut h,  t h e A d 
v e nt  H ar bi n g er  a n d  Bi bl e  A d v o c at e,  a n d  
E x p osit or  a n d  A d v o c at e  w hi c h  s h o w a  
pr o gr essi o n  of  i d e as as  h e  st u di e d hi m 
s elf  i nt o t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  d o ctri n e.

Ar e as  of  diff er e n c e  i n a d diti o n  t o t h os e 
p ert ai ni n g  t o J os e p h M ars h's  c o n c er ns

a b o ut  cr e e ds,  s cri pt ur al n a m es,  a n d  or 
g a ni z ati o ns,  c e nt er  o n  d o ctri n al  iss u es. 
M e nti o n  h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  m a d e  t h at t h e 
Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt  w as  a nti- Zi o nist,  
a g ai nst  u n b eli e v ers  b ei n g  s a v e d i n t h e 
Mill e n ni u m,  a n d a nti- c o n diti o n alist.  
Willi a m  Mill er  w as  p arti c ul arl y  a g ai nst  
c o n diti o n alis m.  J os e p h  M ars h,  h o w e v er,  
a n d  m a n y  i n di vi d u als wit hi n  t h e Mill er 
it e m o v e m e nt,  w er e  str o n g  pr o p o n e nts  of  
c o n diti o n alis m. H e witt  gi v es a g o o d  
s u m m ati o n  of  t h e hist or y  of  c o n diti o n al 
is m a n d its m aj or  s cri pt ur al s u p p ort.  
A d v e nt  C hristi a ns  a n d A g e-t o- C o m e  
A d v e ntists  ( C h ur c h of  G o d  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e)  h a v e  hist ori c all y  b e e n  str o n g 
a d v o c at es f or c o n diti o n alis m. As  t h e 
d o ctri n e  e nj o y e d  wi d es pr e a d  a c c e pt a n c e  
d uri n g  t h e ni n et e e nt h  c e nt ur y  i n A m eri c a  
(s e e Fr o o m,  C o n diti o n alisl  F ait h  of  o ur  
F at h ers),  s o it is o n c e  a g ai n  c o mi n g t o 
t h e f or efr o nt of  t h e ol o gi c al d e b at e.  M a n y  
w h o  w er e  at  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  a b o ut  
1 0 y e ars a g o h e ar d E d w ar d  F u d g e's  
pr es e nt ati o n  o n  m a n's  n at ur e.  Mr.  F u d g e  
h as  writt e n  7 7i £  Fir e  T h at  C o ns u m es  fr o m 
a  c o n diti o n al  p oi nt  of  vi e w.

Cl y d e  H e witt's  b o o k  st o ps s h ort of  
gi vi n g  m or e  t h a n " birt h p ai n "  a c c o u nts  
of  t h e d e v el o pi n g  A d v e ntist  d e n o mi n a 
ti o ns. T his  is all  h e  i nt e n d e d t o d o,  as  his  
b o o k  is t h e first i n a s eri es t h e A d v e nt  
C hristi a ns  pl a n  t o p u blis h  dis c ussi n g  t h eir 
hist or y.

gr o u ps.  M ars h's  A g e-t o- C o m e  i d e a w as  
q uit e  disti n cti v e  a m o n g  A d v e ntists  as  it 
di vi d e d  hist or y  i nt o f o ur ti m e fr a m es. 
♦' T h e  M os ai c  a g e w as  t h e first. It h a d  

e n d e d at C hrist's  d e at h.  C hrist's  r es ur
r e cti o n h a d  o p e n e d  t h e s e c o n d,  or  G os p el  
a g e. T his  w o ul d  e n d wit h  His  r et ur n 
w hi c h  w o ul d  us h er  i n t h e Mill e n ni u m,  or  
t hir d a g e. M ars h  c all e d t his t h e A g e  t o 
C o m e.  T h e  Et er n al  a g e  w o ul d  b e gi n  at  
t h e cl os e of  t h e Mill e n ni u m "  ( p. 2 3 0).  
M ars h  f urt h er b eli e v e d  t h at d uri n g  t h e 
a g e  t o c o m e  u n b eli e v ers  w o ul d  h a v e  a n  
o p p ort u nit y  t o r es p o n d t o t h e g os p el.  E x-  
Mill erit es c o ul d  n ot  a c c e pt  t his, n or  c o ul d  
t h e y a gr e e wit h  M ars h  t h at t h e J e ws 
w o ul d  r et ur n t o t h eir h o m el a n d.

I n Mi d ni g ht  a n d  M or ni n g  H e witt  d e 
s cri b es t h e d e v el o p m e nt  of  t h e A d v e nt  
C hristi a n  C h ur c h  i n d et ail, at  l e ast t hr o u g h 
t h e e arl y  st a g es. M or e  i m p ort a ntl y t o t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  h e  
h as writt e n  t h e a c c o u nt s h o wi n g t h at 
A d v e ntists  i nt er a ct e d wit h  e a c h ot h er,  
a n d h as  n ot  mi ni mi z e d  t h e r ol e of  t h e 
A g e-t o- C o m e  A d v e ntists.  J os e p h  M ars h,  
t h e f or er u n n er t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
.̂ br a h a mi c  F ait h,  h as  b e e n  d es cri b e d  b ot h  
Rs  a  fri e n d of  Mill eri n his  e arl y  d a ys,  a n d  
as  a  c hi ef  criti c  f oll o wi n g t h e dis a p p oi nt 
m e nt.  H e witt  h as  tr e at e d M ars h  g e n er 
o usl y,  a n d  h as  gi v e n  a m pl e  s p a c e t o t h e 
d e v el o p m e nt  a n d  c urr e nt  p ositi o n  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
a m o n g  A d v e ntists  t o d a y (s e e E pil o g u e).

H e witt's  st yl e of  writi n g  is s c h ol arl y 
b ut  p o p ul ar  a n d e as y  t o f oll o w. H e  h as  
gi v e n  e n o u g h d o c u m e nt e d c o nt e nt t o 
s atisf y t h e r e a d er's a p p etit e  f or a s oli d 
m e al.  Alt h o u g h  h e  h as  n ot  us e d  as  m a n y  
pri m ar y  s o ur c es as  o n e  mi g ht  e x p e ct  f or 
a  w or k  of  t his t y p e, h e  h as,  n e v ert h el ess,  
d o n e  e xt e nsi v e r es e ar c h a n d r e a c h e d 
r e as o n a bl e a n d  b al a n c e d  c o n cl usi o ns.

A n ot h er  i m p ort a nt f a c et of  t his w or k  
t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  is t h at it e n a bl es  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o e x a mi n e  its o w n  b e gi n 
ni n gs  i n li g ht of  ot h er  gr o u ps  w hi c h  pr e 
c e d e d it, a n d w hi c h  d e v el o p e d  at t h e 
s a m e ti m e as it di d. It is p ossi bl e  t o 
i d e ntif y ar e as  of  si mil arit y a n d  ar e as  of  
diff er e n c e.

T h e  ar e as of  si mil arit y s e e m t o r e- 
' v ol v e ar o u n d m et h o d ol o g y  a n d  or g a ni 
z ati o n. O n e  tr a diti o n i n t h e C h ur c h  of
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A ns w er:  It is diffi c ult  t o o v er esti m at e  t h e n e g a 
ti v e i m p a ct m usi c  is h a vi n g.  R o c k  st ars ar e t h e 
h er o es,  t h e i d ols, y o u n g  p e o pl e  w a nt  t o e m ul at e.  A n d  
w h e n  t h e y ar e  d e pi ct e d  i n vi ol e nt  a n d  s e x u al r ol es, 
m a n y  t e e ns a n d  pr e- a d ol es c e nts  ar e  p ull e d  al o n g  i n 
t h eir w a k e.

W h at  c o ul d  p ossi bl y  b e  w h ol es o m e  a b o ut  s h o w
i n g e x pli cit  s e x u al  s c e n es ―  s p e ci all y t h os e i n v ol v
i n g p er v ersi o ns — t o 1 2 - a n d 1 3- y e ar  ol d  ki ds ?  Y et  
vi d e os  c o m e i nt o t h e h o m e  vi a M T V  a n d ot h er  
c h a n n els  t h at f e at ur e bl at a ntl y  s e x u al sit u ati o ns, or  
e v e n  d e pi cti o ns  of  s a dis m.

O n e  st u d y  s h o w e d  t h at m or e  t h a n h alf  of  all  M T V  
vi d e os  f e at ur e d or  i m pli e d vi ol e n c e,  a n d  3 5  p er c e nt  
r e v e al e d vi ol e n c e  a g ai nst  w o m e n.  A  st e a d y di et  of  
t his g ar b a g e  will  p oll ut e  t h e mi n ds  of  e v e n t h e 
h e alt hi est  of  t e e n a g ers.

I b eli e v e  t h at t his p er p et u al  a n d  p er ni ci o us  e x p o 
s ur e t o r o c k m usi c  is r es p o nsi bl e, at  l e ast i n p art,  f or 
m a n y  of  t h e s o ci al pr o bl e ms  n o w  o c c urri n g  a m o n g  
t h e y o u n g,  i n cl u di n g t h e hi g h  s ui ci d e r at e, t h e r e
p ort e d  willi n g n ess  of  y o u n g  m e n  t o r a p e w o m e n  if 
gi v e n  a n  o p p ort u nit y,  a n d  t h e m or al  u n d er mi ni n g  of  
t h e n e xt  g e n er ati o n.

As  a  c as e  i n p oi nt,  y o u  m a y  r e m e m b er t h e fl a p t h at 
o c c urr e d  i n 1 9 9 0  o v er  t h e r a p gr o u p  2  Li v e  Cr e w  a n d  
t h eir al b u m, " As N ast y  As  T h e y  W a n n a  B e. "  A  
Fl ori d a  j u d g e r e vi e w e d t h e filt h y l yri cs of  t his al b u m  
a n d,  f or t h e first ti m e e v er,  a  j u di ci al offi ci al  d e cl ar e d  
a  pi e c e  of  " m usi c " t o b e  o bs c e n e  a n d  ill e g al.

Pr e di ct a bl y,  P hil  D o n a h u e  a n d  his  cr o ni es  i n t h e 
pr ess  t hr e w t h eir us u al  t e m p er t a ntr u ms w h e n  t h e 
n e ws  br o k e. " C e ns ors hi p! " t h e y cri e d fr o m t h e 
r o oft o ps. Virt u all y  e v er y  n e ws p a p er  i n t h e c o u ntr y  
c arri e d  e dit ori als  a n d  f e at ur e st ori es  a b o ut  t h e a u d a c 
it y of  t h e j u d g e w h o  i m p os e d his  st a n d ar d  of  m or alit y  
o n  t h e r est of  us.

D a n  R at h er,  o n  his  s h o w *, 4 8  H o urs, "  m a d e  o ut 
l a n dis h st at e m e nts a b o ut  o ur  l oss of  fr e e d o ms i n t his

er a  of  o p pr essi o n.  A n d  G er al d o  Ri v er a  ris k e d g etti n g  
his  n os e  br o k e n  a g ai n  b y  bri n gi n g  2  Li v e  Cr e w  a n d  
t h eir criti cs  f a c e-t o-f a c e o n  his  t el e visi o n s h o w.

W h at  t h e m e di a  di d  n ot  t ell t h e p u bli c,  h o w e v er,  
w as  t h e c o nt e nt of  2 Li v e  Cr e w's  al b u m. T h e y  
c e ns or e d  t h at i nf or m ati o n, c h o osi n g  i nst e a d t o t al k 
a bstr a ctl y  a b o ut  " First  A m e n d m e nt  ri g hts' 1 a n d  "ri g ht- 
wi n g  f u n d a m e nt alists. "

Milli o ns  of  w or ds  w er e  s p o k e n  a b o ut  t h e o bs c e n e  
l yri cs t o a  si n gl e  al b u m,  y et  n o  o n e  w o ul d  q u ot e  t h e m 
dir e ctl y.  W h y  n ot ?  B e c a us e  a d ults  w o ul d  b e  s h o c k e d 
a n d o utr a g e d  b y  t h eir filt h a n d d e b a u c h er y.  T his  
l a n g u a g e, w hi c h  w as  u nfit  t o pri nt  or  utt er  o n  t el e vi
si o n, w as  c o nsi d er e d p erf e ctl y  a c c e pt a bl e f or t h e 
c o ns u m pti o n  of  y o u n g  mi n ds.  T h at  is t h e l o gi c of  
P hil,  D a n,  a n d  G er al d o.

At  t h e ris k of  u ps etti n g  o ur  r e a d ers, l et m e  list f or 
y o u — as  dis cr e etl y  as  p ossi bl e — t h e w or ds  t h at a p 
p e ar e d  i n t h e o n e  al b u m,  llAs  N ast y  As  T h e y  W a n n a  
B e. "  T h e y  i n cl u d e d:
• 2 2 6  us es  of  t h e " F "  w or d
• 1 1 7 e x pli cit  t er ms f or g e nit ali a
• 8 7  d es cri pti o ns  of  or al  s e x
• 1 6 3  us es  of  t h e w or d  f or f e m al e d o g
• 1 5  us es  of  " h o "  (sl a n g f or w h or e)
• 8 1  us es  of  t h e " S "  w or d

R e m e m b er,  t o o, t h at y o u n gst ers  b u yi n g t his 
" m usi c " — s o m e  o nl y  8  t o 1 0  y e ars  of  a g e — t y pi c all y 
list e n e d t o it d o z e ns  of  ti m es.

D es cri pti o ns  of  or al  s e x a n d e xtr e m e vi ol e n c e  
a g ai nst  w o m e n  w er e  t h er e b y m e m ori z e d  a n d  b ur n e d  
i nt o t h e c o ns ci o us  e x p eri e n c e  of  ki ds  b ar el y  o ut  of  
el e m e nt ar y  s c h o ol. M or e  t h a n 2  milli o n  al b u ms  w er e  
s ol d, a n d wit h  t h e e x c e pti o n  of  Fl ori d a  a n d a f e w 
ot h er  l o c ati o ns w h er e  it w as  b a n n e d,  n o  r estri cti o ns 
w er e  pl a c e d  o n  its distri b uti o n.  A  c hil d  of  a n y a g e  
c o ul d  p ur c h as e  it.

T his  is m er el y  o n e  s al v o i n a n  i n d ustr y t h at h as  
h el p e d  d estr o y  t h e m or al  c o d e  of  W est er n  ci vili z a 
ti o n. It h as  b e e n  a c c o m plis h e d m et h o di c all y  a n d  
d eli b er at el y  d uri n g  t h e p ast  3 0  y e ars,  i n c o o p er ati o n  
wit h  t el e visi o n a n d  m o vi e  pr o d u c ers.  T h e  d a m a g e  
h as  b e e n  i n c al c ul a bl e!

Q u esti o n:  W h at  r ol e is r o c k m usi c  pl a yi n g  i n t h e 
pr ess ur e  w e'r e  s e ei n g o n  t his g e n er ati o n  of  t e e n
a g ers ?
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Tji vi n g  Cr e dit  t o t h e 
M ast er  D esi g n er

E v e  w a s  ri g ht i n 

gi vi n g  cr e dit  t o 

G o d.  It' s a b o ut  

ti m e o ur  s o ci et y  

st art e d  t o gi v e  Hi m  

t h e cr e dit  a s  w ell.

b y  Di a n a  M orris o n  Vi c e  
L af a y ett e,  I N

O M E N  H A V E  B E E N  h a vi n g  b a 
bi es  f or c e nt uri es. C hil d birt h  is a  
v er y n at ur al b o d y  f u n cti o n. G o d  
a w es o m el y d esi g n e d w o m e n's  

b o di es  t o gi v e  birt h.  It w as  a n i n cr e di bl e, y et  
si m pl e, pl a n.  T h e  birt hi n g  pr o c ess  di d  n ot  b e 
c o m e c o m pli c at e d  u ntil  t h e m e di c al  est a blis h 
m e nt  st art e d t o i nt er v e n e. N o w,  t h e " birt hi n g  
i n d ustr y " is a m ulti- billi o n- d oll ar- a- y e ar  b usi 
n ess.  T h e  U nit e d  St at es  h as  o n e  of  t h e hi g h est  
r at es of  C a es ar e a n-s e cti o n  birt hs  i n t h e w orl d,  
a n d  t h e n u m b er  is i n cr e asi n g e v er y  d a y.  M ot h ers  
ar e  c o nti n u all y  b ei n g  m o nit or e d,  dr u g g e d,  st ar v e d, 
c ar v e d, a n d i nj e ct e d wit h  artifi ci al h o n n o n es,  
w hil e  m a n y  pr of essi o n als  c all  t his ' " n at ur al c hil d 
birt h. "  M e di c al  pr a cti c es  d uri n g  r e al e m er g e n c y  
sit u ati o ns ar e n e c ess ar y;  h o w e v er,  t h e m e di c al  
est a blis h m e nt  m a n y  ti m es a b us es  its p ositi o n  b y  
p erf or mi n g  u n n e c ess ar y  C-s e cti o ns,  al o n g  wit h  
ot h er  m e di c al  i nt er v e nti o ns, d uri n g  t h e c o urs e  of  
c hil d birt h.

N a n c y  W ai n er  C o h e n,  i n h er  b o o k  e ntitl e d  
Sil e nt  K nif e,  st at es, t h at t h e birt hi n g  pr o c ess  "is  a  
pr o c ess  t h at h as  w or k e d  f or e o ns,  o n e  i n w hi c h  
e a c h  st e p h as  a disti n ct  p ur p os e  a n d  a s p e cifi c  
g o al.  It is a g o ni zi n gl y  d et ail e d,  y et  v er y  si m pl e. 
It is e xtr e m el y  pr e cis e,  y et  r e q uir es n o  s ci e ntifi c  
t o ols or  d e vi c es;  i n d e e d, o utsi d e  i nt erf er e n c es 
oft e n  c o nf us e  t h e pr o c ess.  T h e  d esi g n  is b e a uti 
f ul, i ntri c at e, u ni q u e,  d eli c at el y  b al a n c e d,  a n d  
n ot  e asil y d u pli c at e d.  Birt h's  d esi g n  w as  p at 
e nt e d  y e ars  a g o; t h e ori gi n al  bl u e pri nts  ar e  n ot  
a c c essi bl e,  n or  will  t h e y e v er  b e.  .. . Pr o bl e ms  
aris e,  h o w e v er,  w h e n  w e  b eli e v e  t h at o ur  t e c h
n ol o g y  c a n  pr o d u c e  a  birt h  pr o c ess  s u p eri or t o 
N at ur e's  o w n.  W h e n  w e  b e c o m e  s o  c o nfi d e nt  as  
t o b eli e v e  w e  c a n  r e pr o d u c e a n d  r e d esi g n s u c h a

c o m pl e x  e v e nt  as  birt h,  w e  ar e  ass u mi n g  t h at w e  
c a n,  i n d e e d, pl a y  G o d. "

S a dl y,  N a n c y's  w or ds  ar e  tr u e, a n d  I h a v e  t h e 
s c ars t o pr o v e  it. M y  first c hil d birt h  e x p eri e n c e  
w as  l ess t h a n pl e as a nt,  a n d  a n yt hi n g  b ut  n at ur al.  
I b e c a m e  p art  of  a  st atisti c  o n  t h at d a y  t e n y e ars  
a g o.  St atisti cs  h a v e  pr o v e n  t h at w o m e n  e n c o u n 
t eri n g t h eir first birt hs  ar e m or e  li k el y t o h a v e  
C a es ar e a ns.  Als o,  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  h e alt h  i ns ur
a n c e  ar e  m or e  li k el y t o h a v e  a  C-s e cti o n  as  o p 
p os e d  t o w o m e n  wit h o ut  i ns ur a n c e. T h er e  is als o  
a n i n cr e as e i n t h e n u m b er  of  C-s e cti o ns  p er 
f or m e d d uri n g  a  h oli d a y  w e e k e n d.  I h a d  fit i nt o all  
of  t h e f or e g oi n g c at e g ori es,  a n d  I b eli e v e  t h at m y  
s ur g er y w as  u n n e c ess ar y.  I w as  r o b b e d of  t h e 
o p p ort u nit y  t o e x p eri e n c e  c hil d birt h  t h e w a y  t h at 
G o d  h a d  i nt e n d e d.

T h e  w orl d *s  v er y  first c hil d birt h  is r e c or d e d i n 
G e n esis  4: 1:  " A d a m  l a y wit h  his  wif e  E v e,  a n d  
s h e c o n c ei v e d a n d  g a v e  birt h  t o C ai n.  S h e  s ai d, 
, Wit h t h e h el p  of  t h e L or d  I h a v e  br o u g ht  f ort h a  
m a n.' "  T hi n k  a  mi n ut e  a b o ut  E v e's  pr e di c a m e nt.  
S h e  w as  a b o ut  t o gi v e  birt h.  S h e  h a d  n o  i d e a w h at  
l a b or or  t h e birt hi n g  pr o c ess  w as  g oi n g  t o b e  li k e. 
S h e  h a d  n o  cl ass es  t o att e n d,  n o  h os pit al  t o g o  t o, 
n ot  e v e n  a mi d wif e  t o att e n d  t o h er.  I f o u n d it 
i nt er esti n g, b ut  n ot  s ur prisi n g,  t h at s h e  s ai d,  " Wit h  
t h e h el p  of  t h e L or d  ... " G o d  w as  E v e *s  l a b or 
c o a c h,  a n d  w h y  n ot ?  Aft er  all,  H e  w as  t h e a ut h or  
of  t h e birt hi n g  pr o c ess.  E v e  w as  ri g ht i n gi vi n g  
cr e dit  t o G o d.  It's a b o ut  ti m e o ur  s o ci et y st art e d 
t o gi v e  Hi m  t h e cr e dit  as  w ell.

M y  s e c o n d  c hil d  w as  b or n  a c c or di n g  t o G o d's  
" bl u e pri nts, "  a n d  wit h  His  h el p.  It w as  a n  e x p eri
e n c e  I'll n e v er  f or g et. I e n c o u nt er e d  G o d's  pr es 
e n c e,  His  h e ali n g,  a n d  His  g e n ui n e  l o v e. I l e ar n e d 
t h at t h e M ast er  D esi g n er  h as  n o  c o m p etiti o n.
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T
E d f t o r 's  N o t e : 

R u b y  M c C a sli n  

w a s  el e ct e d  t o a  

t hr e e- y e ar t er m 

o n  t h e Atl a nt a  

Bi bl e  C oll e g e  

D e v el o p m e nt  

F o u n d ati o n  B o ar d  

of  Tr u st e e s  b y  t h e 

d el e g at e s  c o n 

v e n e d  at  G e n er al  

C o nf er e n c e  i n St.  

P a ul,  Mi n n e s ot a,  

A u g u st,  1 9 9 2.

HI S  S U BJ E C T  h as  b e e n  o n  m y  h e art  
f or a  l o n g ti m e. W h e n  w e  v e nt  fr us
tr ati o n t o w h at  is h a p p e ni n g,  d o  w e  
r e all y tr y t o fi n d o ut  w h y ?  D o  w e  

e v er  c o nsi d er  ot h ers  mi g ht  h a v e  a  v ali d  p oi nt  if w e  
b ut  list e n ? W h y  ar e w e  s o criti c al of  o ur  o w n  
br ot h ers  a n d  sist ers  i n t h e c h ur c h ?  D o  w e  t hi n k w e  
ar e  b ett er  t h a n t h e y ar e ?  H as  G o d  gi v e n  us  a ut h or 
it y t o criti ci z e,  j u d g e, a n d  i n g e n er al  j ust w hi n e ?  
( M att. 7: 1, 2;  R o m.  1 4: 4.)  S o  G o d  is y o ur  M ast er,  
b ut  H e  is als o  m y  M ast er.  S h o ul d  w e  b e  s o  j u d g
m e nt al  of  e a c h  ot h er ?

It,s e as y  t o fi n d f a ult wit h  o ur  p ast ors  a n d  o ur  
l e a d ers i n g e n er al.  W e  g et  o n  t h e p h o n e  a n d  c a us e  
dis c or d,  t elli n g t hi n gs w e  s h o ul d n ot  t ell. S cri p 
t ur e c alls  it i dl e g ossi p  ( M att. 1 2: 3 6).  I h at e  t o s a y 
t his, b ut  t o o oft e n  it is w o m e n.  B ut  is it j ust 
w o m e n,  or  is itt h eir h us b a n ds t elli n g t h e m t hi n gs—  
t hi n gs t h e y k n o w  will  b e  r e p e at e d a n d cr e at e  
di visi o ns ?

I k n o w  t h er e ar e t h os e t h at will  s a y it is t h e 
d e vil,  b ut  it is j ust wi c k e d  m a n ki n d.  W e  m ust  
r e m e m b er G o d  k n o ws  w h o  is at  f a ult.

H er e  is a  list. I i m a gi n e it s o u n ds  f a mili ar. "I' m  
si c k  of  t h e h y m ns ";  " W e  d o n't  si n g  p e p p y- e n o u g h  
s o n gs "; ' T h e s er m o n di d n *t  d o  a t hi n g f or m e ";  
" S h e  d o es n't  si n g o n  k e y ";  " T h e  c hil dr e n  d o  n ot  
b e h a v e ";  ' Fi e c h ur c h  is n ot  cl e a n. "  T his  is j ust a  
f e w. D o es  b ei n g  a  c hil d  of  G o d  gi v e  us  a  r e as o n t o 
criti ci z e  a n d  c o m pl ai n ?  S h o ul d n't  w e  r at h er b e  
pr aisi n g  G o d ?

E x a m pl e:  W e'r e  at  c h ur c h. T h e  pr e a c h er  is fi n
is hi n g his  s er m o n.  His  l ast w or ds  ar e  * *J es us  is t h e 
o nl y  w a y  t o G o d.  W e  m ust  f oll o w J es us. " At  t h e 
d o or  t h e p ast or  is s h a ki n g  h a n ds.  A  p ers o n  w al ks  
u p  a n d  s a ys,  " P ast or,  y o u  s h o ul d  h a v e  s ai d, lJ es us  
a n d  His  W or d.' "  H e  di d n't  h e ar  t h e m ess a g e.

W e  k n o w  t h er e will  n e v er  b e  p e a c e  i n t h e 
w orl d,  b ut  c a n't  w e  h a v e  a  littl e m or e  u nit y  i n t h e 
b o d y ?  W e  pr a y  f or t h e p h ysi c all y  si c k,  b ut  d o  w e  
pr a y  f or t h e s pirit u all y si c k ? I d o n't  m e a n  t h os e

p e o pl e  o ut  i n t h e w orl d,  b ut  t h os e t h at ar e  i n t h e 
c h ur c h — t h os e t h at cl ai m t o k n o w  w h at  is ri g ht 
a n d  c o nti n u e  t o g ossi p  a n d  criti ci z e  a n y  a n d  all.  
R e m e m b er  t h at w h e n  o n e  is si c k ( p h ysi c all y or  
s pirit u all y) it h urts  e v er y o n e. Pr a y  t o c h a n g e  
y o urs elf,  a n d  pr a y  t o fi n d y o ur  o w n  f a ults.

All  of  t his c a us es  p ast ors  t o c h a n g e  c h ur c h es  
m or e  oft e n.  It c a us es  p e o pl e  t o l e a v e t h e c h ur c h.  
R ar el y  d o  w e  g et  t h e m b a c k.  T his  is w h y  w e  h a v e  
l ost s o m a n y  of  o ur  o w n  p e o pl e.  It is n ot  o ur  
t e a c hi n g. W e  h a v e  a n a d m o niti o n  fr o m G o d  t o 
l o v e o n e  a n ot h er.  T o o  m a n y  of  us  f or g et t his.

N o w  w h y  s h o ul d  I writ e  a b o ut  t his s u bj e ct ?  W e  
k n o w  it h a p p e ns,  a n d  w e  all  k n o w  it is wr o n g.  B ut — ^ 、 
w e  n e e d  t o r e c o g ni z e it t a k es t h e e nt h usi as m  o ut  of  
t h e b o d y  f or t h e W or d  of  G o d.  W e  h a v e  l ost o ur  
e nt h usi as m.  O ur  pr e a c h ers  ar e  pr e a c hi n g,  b ut  t h eir 
w or ds  ar e  f alli n g o n  d e af  e ars,  w h et h er  w e  h a v e  
o n e,  or  t w o, or  a  t h o us a n d pr es e nt.  W e  s h o ul d b e  
e nt h usi asti c  a n d  r ej oi c e a b o ut  G o d's  W or d.  As  w e  
s e e t h e d a y  a p pr o a c hi n g,  r ej oi c e- b e e nt h usi asti c!

W h at  will  w e  b e  d oi n g  i n t h e Ki n g d o m ?  It 
s ur el y w o n't  b e  r u n ni n g t o J es us c o m pl ai ni n g.  
T h er e  will  b e  n o  m or e  s orr o w, p ai n,  si c k n ess, 
g ossi pi n g,  j e al o us y, h atr e d,  or  d e at h.  R ej oi c e,  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  is c o mi n g!  T h er e  is al w a ys  a  pl a c e  f or 
criti cis m  i n t h e c h ur c h,  b ut  m a k e  it c o nstr u cti v e  
criti cis m

I s a n g a  s o n g i n a  w ors hi p  s er vi c e— a  c o u ntr y  
g os p el  pi e c e.  It w as  a  t esti m o n y. A  p ers o n  c a m e  u p  
t o m e  a n d  s ai d,  " T h at  w as  j ust w o n d erf ul.  I g u ess  
y o u  s h o w e d  t h e m. " J ust t o s et t h e r e c or d str ai g ht, 
I di d  n ot  si n g  t h at s o n g  t o s h o w  a n y b o d y  a n yt hi n g,  
b ut  t o pr ais e  J es us f or l e a di n g m e  i n m y  lif e. If 
a n y o n e  t h o u g ht I w as  b ei n g  vi n di cti v e,  I d o  a p ol o 
gi z e,  f or it w as  n ot  m y  i nt e nt. T his  is j ust a n ot h er  
e x a m pl e  of  t h e ol d  s a yi n g,

" Y o u  c a n  pl e as e  s o m e  of  t h e p e o pl e  s o m e  of  t h e 
ti m e; Y o u  c a n  pl e as e  all  of  t h e p e o pl e  s o m e  of  t h e . 
ti m e; B ut  y o u  c a n n ot  pl e as e  all  t h e p e o pl e  all  t h e "  
ti m e. " T his  h ol ds  tr u e e v e n  i n c h ur c h.
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P ast or  R o b ert  Al c u m br a c k,  
Or e g o n,  I L.

Gr e eti n gs  i n t h e n a m e  of  Hi m  w h o  g a v e  y o u  lif e, n e w  lif e ... a n d  c hil dr e n.  I h o p e  
a n d  pr a y  t his l ett er fi n ds y o ur  f a mil y e nj o yi n g  b ot h  p h ysi c al  a n d  s pirit u al h e alt h.

H a v e  y o u  e v er  st o p p e d t o c o nsi d er  h o w  G o d  mi g ht  li k e t o a ns w er  s o m e of  y o ur  o w n  
pr a y er  r e q u ests t hr o u g h y o u ?  T h e  t e m pt ati o n is t o c o nsi d er  t h e a ct  of  pr a yi n g  as  t h e e n d  
of  a  m att er  w h e n  fr o m G o d's  p ers p e cti v e  o ur  i n v ol v e m e nt m a y  j ust b e  b e gi n ni n g.

T a k e,  f or e x a m pl e,  t h e L or d's  Pr a y er.  W h at  ar e  t h e first t w o r e q u ests w e  m a k e  w h e n  
w e  pr a y  it ? u T h y  ki n g d o m  c o m e "  a n d  ltT h y  will  b e  d o n e  i n e art h,  as  it is i n h e a v e n. "  
W h at  is t h e ess e nti al  d esir e  i n b ot h  t h es e r e q u ests ? Is n't it a n  i n vit ati o n f or G o d  t o d o  
t hi n gs His  w a y  h er e  w h er e  w e  ar e,  j ust li k e H e  d o es  w h er e  H e  is ? If t h at is s o, h o w  
mi g ht  G o d  i n v ol v e us  i n t his dis ci pl e- m a ki n g  e nt er pris e ?

I h a v e  a  s us pi ci o n t h at G o d  w o ul d  n ot  n e c ess aril y  st art b y  m o vi n g  us  t o s o m e ot h er  
c o nti n e nt  t o b e  a  missi o n ar y  or  e v e n  b y  s e n di n g us  t o a  c h ur c h  t o b e  its p ast or.  W hil e  
t h es e ar e  d efi nit e  a n d  eff e cti v e  w a ys  t o b uil d  G o d's  c h ur c h,  it is h ar dl y  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  
t h e " e nt er pris e. "  T o o  m a n y  bi bli c al  h er o es  di d  t h e bi g  t hi n g f or G o d  a n d  l ost t h eir 
f a mil y at  t h e s a m e  ti m e. A m o n g  t h e m is t h e i n cr e di bl e st or y of  Eli  t h e pri est,  w h os e  t w o 
s o ns si n n e d i n t h e t e m pl e its elf. G o d  s e nt y o u n g  S a m u el  t o pr o n o u n c e  j u d g m e nt a n d  t h e 
s e nt e n c e  of  d e at h  o n  Eli's  s o ns. T h e  fi n al tr a g e d y is t h at S a m u el's  s o ns t ur n e d o ut  littl e 
b ett er  t h a n Eli's.  W h at  a  s h a m e if w e  wi n  t h e w orl d  as  w e  l os e o ur  f a mili es.

" T h y ki n g d o m  c o m e.  T h y  will  b e  d o n e  i n e art h,  as  it is i n h e a v e n. n  T o  t h e d e gr e e  t h at 
w e  pr a cti c e  Ki n g d o m  c h ar a ct er  wit hi n  o ur  h o m e,  w e  w or k  t o a ns w er  o ur  o w n  pr a y er.  
H er ei n  is t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e m att er,  n ot  t h at w e  g o  els e w h er e,  n ot  t h at w e  tr ai n f or 
s o m e  ot h er  lif e, b ut  t h at t h e w a y  w e  n o w  s er v e o ur  G o d  r efl e cts t h e Ki n g d o m  t o c o m e.

H o w  els e  d o es  G o d  d esir e  t o w or k  wit h  us  i n o ur  h o m es ?  T h e  Ol d  T est a m e nt  e n ds  
wit h  G o d  t ur ni n g t h e h e arts  of  t h e f at h ers b a c k  t o t h eir c hil dr e n.  G et  o ut  a  c o n c or d a n c e  
a n d  l o o k u p  v ers es  o n  f at h er, h us b a n d,  wif e,  m ot h er,  f a mil y, t e a c h, h o m e,  et c.  G o d *s  
will  f or y o ur  f a mil y is n eit h er  hi d d e n  n or  h ar d  t o fi n d.

G o d  bl ess  y o u  as  Ki n g d o m  c o n diti o ns  c o m e  t o y o ur  h o m e.
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It i s n ot  r e ali sti c t o 

e x p e ct  f ull-ti m e 

p a st or s  t o w or k  

f or l e s s t h a n 

a d e q u at e  w a g e s.

b y  E u ni c e  P e ars o n  
W est  Milt o n,  O H

I M: * lI h e ar  y o u  ar e  l e a vi n g t h e mi n 
istr y. W e  s u p p os e d  e v er yt hi n g  w as  
g oi n g  w ell  o v er  t h er e. Y o u  h a d  s o 
m a n y  c o n v ersi o ns at y o ur l ast

L et  Us  C o nsi d er

T h e  p ast or  is G o d's  s p e ci al gift  t o t h e c h ur c h.  
I w o ul d  li k e t o r e c o u nt a  f e w t h o u g hts a b o ut  t his 
v er y  s p e ci al gr o u p  of  i n di vi d u als―  o d's  gift  t o 
t h e c h ur c h.

T h e  p ast or at e  s h o ul d  b e  o n e  of  t h e m ost  e nj o y 
a bl e  a n d  s atisf yi n g  a n d  f ulfilli n g of  all  v o c ati o ns.  
P ast ors  h a v e  t h e pri vil e g e  of  pr e a c hi n g  t h e W or d  
of  G o d,  a n d  t h e j o y of  l e a di n g p e o pl e  t o C hrist,  
a n d  t h e n h el pi n g  t h e m m at ur e  s pirit u all y.

B ut  t h e w or k  of  t h e p ast or  is n ot  all  s u ns hi n e 
a n d  r os es. It s e e ms  t h at p ast ors  ar e  s p e ci al  t ar g ets 

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 1)

c h ur c h. * *
H arr y:  " T h at's  tr u e, a n d  I e x p e ct e d  it w o ul d  

b e  t h e s a m e w h e n  w e  g ot  h er e.  B ut  t h e sit u ati o n  
is e ntir el y  diff er e nt. "

Ji m:  " W h at d o  y o u  m e a n,  h o w  diff er e nt ? "
H arr y:  * *I n  m a n y  w a ys.  T h er e  w as  r e al c o o p 

er ati o n  t h er e. T h e  c o n gr e g ati o n  l o o k e d t o m e  as  
t h e l e a d er of  t h e c h ur c h.  T h e y  h a d  t h eir o w n  
i d e as a n d  pr es e nt e d  t h e m t o m e.  W e  dis c uss e d  
t h e m pr o  a n d  c o n. If w e  d e ci d e d  it w as  s o m e
t hi n g t h at w o ul d  b e n efit  t h e c h ur c h,  t h e y t o o k 
o v er  a n d i m pl e m e nt e d t h e pr oj e ct.  I w as  n ot  
e x p e ct e d  t o s e e t h at it w as  a c c o m plis h e d.

" T h e y w er e  c ari n g p e o pl e.  E a c h  w as  c o n 
c er n e d  f or t h e w elf ar e  of  ot h ers  i n t h e c o m m u 
nit y  w h et h er  t h e y b el o n g e d  t o o ur  c h ur c h  or  n ot.  
T h e y  oft e n  s a crifi c e d ti m e, m o n e y,  a n d e q ui p 
m e nt  t o h el p  t h os e w h o  w er e  e x p eri e n ci n g  diffi 
c ult  ti m es. It w as  all  d o n e  i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us, 
aft er  m u c h  pr a y er  si n gl y or  i n gr o u ps.

" O ur g et-t o- g et h ers  w er e  ti m es of  r ej oi ci n g 
a n d t elli n g w h at  t h e L or d  h a d  d o n e  f or a n d  
t hr o u g h us.  It w as  a  gr e at  j o y t o w or k  wit h  t h os e 
p e o pl e. "

Ji m:  " Y o u di d  n ot  fi n d t h e s a m e s pirit  h er e ? "
H arr y:  " N o, q uit e  t h e o p p osit e.  W h e n  o n e  

p ers o n  s u g g est e d  a  pr oj e ct  t h er e w o ul d  b e  t w o or  
t hr e e wit h  r e as o ns w h y  it c o ul d  or  s h o ul d n ot  b e  
u n d ert a k e n.

" M a n y  ti m es t h e o n e  w h o  w as  d oi n g  t h e m ost  
w or k  w as  b ei n g  c ut d o w n  b y  t h os e w h o  di d  
l ess.

U I w as  c o nst a ntl y  b ei n g  c all e d  u p o n  t o list e n 
t o c o m pl ai nts  a b o ut  ot h er  m e m b ers.  I n e e d e d  t h e 
wis d o m  of  S ol o m o n.  T o o  m a n y  sl e e pl ess  ni g hts,  
a n d  l oss of  a p p etit e  w hil e  tr yi n g t o pr e a c h  a n d

c o u ns el  h a v e  t a k e n a  t oll o n  m y  h e alt h.  I j ust h a v e  
t o g et  o ut  of  t h e mi nistr y. "

Ji m:  " T h e y  t ell m e  Bill  is q uitti n g  t h e mi nistr y  
t o o. T h at's  t o o b a d;  h e  w as  j ust g etti n g  st art e d. 
W o n d er  w h at  h a p p e n e d. n

H arr y:  " H e t ol d m e  h e  w as  n ot  all o w e d t o 
pr e a c h  w h at  h e  f elt G o d  w a nt e d  hi m  t o s a y. H e  
h a d  b e e n  c e ns ur e d  b y  t h e B o ar d  f or pr e a c hi n g  
a g ai nst  si n. H e  w as  t ol d t o pr e a c h  o nl y  a b o ut  t h e 
j o y a n d  h o p e  of  all  w h o  h a v e  a c c e pt e d  J es us as  
S a vi or.  ' O h, w ell/  h e  s ai d, *  M a y b e  I w as n't  
c all e d  t o pr e a c h  a n y w a y!' "

Ji m:  " T h at's  r e all y s a d. "
H arr y:  " Y es, it is. A n d  wit h  C hristi a n  l o v e, 

c o nsi d er ati o n,  a n d  e n c o ur a g e m e nt  h e  mi g ht  h a v e  
s er v e d t h e L or d  f or m a n y  y e ars  a n d l e d m a n y  
p e o pl e  t o C hrist.  H e  r e all y l o v es t h e L or d.

" M att  h as  l eft t h e mi nistr y  t o o. H e  w e nt  b a c k  
t o tr u c ki n g. It w as  a h ar d  d e cisi o n  f or hi m  t o 
m a k e.  B ut  t h e c h ur c h di d  n ot  p a y  e n o u g h t o 
s u p p ort  his  l ar g e f a mil y. T h e y  s ai d  t h e y c o ul d  n ot  
p a y  m or e.

" W h e n h e  m e nti o n e d  tit hi n g i n o n e  of  his  
s er m o ns h e  w as  a c c us e d  of  pr e a c hi n g  o nl y  f or 
m o n e y. ... T h er e  w er e  s e v er al w ell-t o- d o  f a mi
li es i n t h at c h ur c h,  t o o. "



T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D2 5D E C E M B E R,  1 9 9 2,  J A N U A R Y,  1 9 9 3

T

T h e  Vir gi n  Birt h,  a  B asi c  
T e a c hi n g  of  S cri pt ur e

b y  P ast or  R a y  H all  
K e nt w o o d,  MI

w o m a n.  T h at  J es us w as  b or n  t o a  vir gi n  t estifi es 
t o t h e f a ct t h at J es us  w as  t h e S o n  of  G o d  (s e e N ot e,  
'' Bl o o d[s]') y et  w as  v er y  h u m a n  i n t h at H e  w as  
t h e offs pri n g  of  t h e w o m a n.

H E  VI R GI N  BI R T H  of  J es us is a  
gr e at  C h ur c h  of  G o d  d o ctri n e  t h at 
bri n gs  t o li g ht t h e w o n d erf ul  tr ut hs 
w e  h a v e  i n t h e u nit y  of  G o d,  t h e r ol e 

of  J es us, G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  t h e pl a n  of  
s al v ati o n,  a n d  t h e et er n al  gl or y  of  G o d.  T h es e  ar e  
b asi c  d o ctri n es  w hi c h  pr o d u c e  o ur  o w n  j o y a n d  
c el e br ati o n  i n t h e gl or y  of  C hrist  at  His  c o mi n g.  
( 2 T h es.  1: 1 0- 1 2;  R o m.  8: 1 7,  3 0.)

E v er y  d o ctri n e  or t e a c hi n g m ust  c o n n e ct  
s o u n dl y wit h  all ot h er  bi bli c al  t e a c hi n gs or  t h e 
S cri pt ur es  will  h a v e  n o  f o u n d ati o n or  b as e  o n  
w hi c h  t o st a n d, l et al o n e  b e  t h at i n w hi c h  t o h a v e  
f ait h. P er h a ps  t h e v a g u e n ess  of  f ait h t o d a y is t h e 
pr o d u ct  of  n ot  t hi n ki n g t hr o u g h a n d  u n d erst a n d 
i n g pr o p erl y  h o w  it all  c o n n e cts  a n d  fits t o g et h er. 
As  w e  c el e br at e  t h e birt h  of  J es us w e  s h o ul d b e  
a bl e  t o d o  it wit h  a p pr e ci ati o n  a n d  u n d erst a n di n g  
of  t h e el e m e nts  of  s al v ati o n t h at h a v e  b e e n  d e 
si g n e d  t o gl orif y  G o d  t hr o u g h t h e gift  of  His  S o n  
J es us C hrist  ( L u k e 2: 1 0- 1 4).

T h e  vir gi n  birt h  of  C hrist  pl a ys  a  pr o mi n e nt  
r ol e i n G o d's  pl a n  of  t h e a g es.  J es us C hrist  w as  
b or n  t o a  vir gi n,  a n d  t h er e b y b e c a m e  t h e S o n  of  
G o d,  a n d  w as  n ot  a  s o n  t hr o u g h a n y  ot h er  m e a ns.  
( S e e N ot e,  '' Vir gi n.' *) J es us w as  c o n c ei v e d as  
pr o mis e d  b y  G o d,  * *t h e s e e d [ offs pri n g] of  a  
w o m a n "  ( G e n. 3: 1 5).

Firstl y,  b e c a us e  of  its si g nifi c a n c e,  G o d  Hi m 
s elf  (t h e F at h er)  is r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e birt h  of His  
" o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n, "  a n d  c o ns e q u e ntl y  t hr o u g h 
t h at birt h  a n d  gift  t o t h e w orl d,  G o d  t a k es o w n er 
s hi p of  t h e pl a n  of  s al v ati o n.

S e c o n dl y,  t h e Bi bl e  is m ost  cl e ar t h at t h e 
ori gi n  of  t h e "s e e d, " or  offs pri n g,  w o ul d  b e  t h e

H o w  d o  y o u  cr e at e  

s o m et hi n g  

i n d e p e n d e nt, s o  

t h at it c a n  c h o o s e  

t o l o v e y o u,  

. wit h o ut ri s k ?

T h e  F at h er  of  o ur  S al v ati o n

T h at  G o d  w as  n ot  v a g u e  i n r e g ar d t o His  n e e d  
f or a  S o n  is cl e ar.  H o w  c o ul d  G o d,  w h o  k n o ws  t h e 
f ut ur e as  H e  k n o ws  t h e p ast  (Is a. 4 6: 1 0),  st art a  
cr e ati o n t h at r e q uir e d a S a vi or,  if H e  h a d  n ot  
t h o u g ht it t hr o u g h ? J es us  s ai d  t h at m e n  d o n't  st art 
c o nstr u cti o n  wit h o ut  c o u nti n g  t h e c ost  t o s e e  t h at 
t h e y h a v e  e n o u g h  m at eri als  t o fi nis h ( L u k e 1 4: 2 8).  
It w o ul d  s e e m i m p ossi bl e, t h e n, f or G o d  t o b e gi n  
a cr e ati o n  wit h o ut  c o nsi d eri n g t h e w h ol e  c ost.  
T h e  Bi bl e  s a ys wit h o ut  t h e n e e d  of  J es us t h er e 
w as  n ot hi n g  cr e at e d  t h at w as  cr e at e d.  T h at  G o d  
di d n't  e v e n  b e gi n  t o c o nt e m pl at e  a  cr e ati o n  wit h 
o ut  first d e visi n g  a  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n  is o b vi o us  as  
o n e  r e a ds E p h esi a ns  3: 8, 9:

" U nt o m e,  w h o  a m  l ess t h a n t h e l e ast of  all  
s ai nts, is t his gr a c e  gi v e n,  t h at I s h o ul d pr e a c h  
a m o n g t h e G e ntil es  t h e u ns e ar c h a bl e  ri c h es of  
C hrist:  a n d t o m a k e  all m e n  s e e w h at  is t h e 
f ell o ws hi p of  t h e m yst er y,  w hi c h  fr o m t h e b e gi n 
ni n g  of  t h e w orl d  h at h  b e e n  hi d  i n G o d.  ( S e e N ot e, 
E p h.  3: 9.)

It is cl e ar  t h at G o d  al w a ys  h a d  a  pl a n  of  s al v a
ti o n; as  a  m att er  of  f a ct, it is m ost  a p p ar e nt  t h at t h e 
pl a n  of  s al v ati o n pr e c e d e d  t h e c o n c e pt  of  cr e a 
ti o n, r at h er t h a n t h e r e v ers e. T h e  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n 
is t h e pr eli mi n ar y  p art  of  cr e ati o n,  or  p er h a ps  it is 
b ett er  t o s a y, cr e ati o n  b e c a m e  n e c ess ar y  i n or d er  
t h at G o d's  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n  mi g ht  w or k  t h e w a y
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T h e  pl a n,  t h at G o d  w o ul d  h a v e  a  S o n  
w h o  w o ul d  gl orif y  Hi m,  w as  d e vis e d  b y  
G o d  b ef or e  t h e c o n c e pt  of  cr e ati o n.

H e  i nt e n d e d. T h e  Bi bl e  d efi n es  s al v ati o n 
as  b ei n g  t h e first pl a n  of  G o d,  a n d t h at 
cr e ati o n f oll o w e d— r e ati o n b ei n g  t h e 
pr o d u ct  of  t h e pl a n  of  s al v ati o n.

It w as  G o d's  d esir e  t o cr e at e  lif e t h at 
w o ul d  c h o os e  Hi m.  Cr e ati o n  of  m a n  w as

" F or e k n o w n  i n d e e d, b ef or e  t h e f o u n d a
ti o n of  t h e w orl d,  b ut  m a nif est e d  i n t h es e 
l ast ti m es o n  y o ur  a c c o u nt'll  P et.  1: 2 0,  
Di a gl ott).
u ... of  t h e L a m b  sl ai n fr o m t h e f o u n d a
ti o n of  t h e w orl d' *  ( R e v. 1 3: 8).

T h e  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n W A S  N O T  a n  
aft ert h o u g ht  of  G o d's,  b ut  t h e v er y  pr e m 
is e u p o n  w hi c h  all t hi n gs w er e  cr e at e d.  
T h at  is w h y  J es us c o ul d pr a y  t h at G o d  
w o ul d  gl orif y  Hi m  wit h  G o d's  o w n  l o v e, 
gr a c e,  g o o d n ess,  h oli n ess,  " gl or y C hrist  
w as  i n t h e pl a n  of  G o d  b ef or e  t h e cr e ati o n

t h at w hi c h  h as  b e e n  h ar ass e d  or  bl u d g 
e o n e d  t o l o v e— w hi c h  is i m p ossi bl e. S o  
G o d  cr e at e d  m a n,  a  t ot all y fr e e a g e nt  a n d  
i n d e p e n d e ntl y a bl e  t o s ur vi v e  i n t h e e n vi 
r o n m e nt w hi c h  H e  h a d  cr e at e d  f or hi m.

T h at  is t h e r e as o n G o d  cr e at e d  pl a n et  
e art h a n d t h e u ni v ers e.  Cr e ati o n  of  t h e 
u ni v ers e  a n d t h e cr e ati o n of  m a n  w er e  
d esi g n e d  s o t h at m a n  mi g ht  b e  e m p o w 
er e d  wit h  t h e a bilit y  t o s el e ct f or hi ms elf  
w h o m  h e w o ul d  l o v e a n d pl e as e —  
w h et h er  it w o ul d  b e  G o d  u nt o  ri g ht e o us
n ess,  or  s elf  u nt o  d estr u cti o n.  T h at  mi g ht  
h el p  a ns w er s o m e o n e's a g e- ol d q u es 
ti o n: Di d  G o d  cr e at e  si n ?  N o,  G o d  di d  n ot  
cr e at e si n; G o d  cr e at e d a c h oi c e: t h e 
c h oi c e  w as  t o r es p o n d t o His  g o o d n ess,  
h oli n ess,  a n d  l o v e. T h e  o p p osit e  of  t h at 
c h oi c e  is c o ntr ar y  t o t h e will  of  G o d  a n d  
c o ns e q u e ntl y  si n. G o d  di d n't  cr e at e  t h e 
b a d  c h oi c e;  H e  cr e at e d  a n  o p p ort u nit y  f or 
Hi ms elf  a n d m a n  t o b e  j oi n e d t o g et h er 
t hr o u g h a pl a n  of  s al v ati o n i n His  S o n  
J es us C hrist.  H o w  d o  y o u  cr e at e  s o m e
t hi n g i n d e p e n d e nt, s o t h at it c a n  c h o os e  
t o l o v e y o u,  wit h o ut  ris k ? G o d  d et er 
mi n e d  t h at it w o ul d  b e  w ort h  t h e ris k if 
s o m e o n e  w o ul d  i n f a ct c h o os e  Hi m  o ut  of  
l o v e, a n d  w ors hi p  Hi m  f or His  g o o d n ess  
a n d  tr ut h.

G o d  f or es a w t h at s o m e  w o ul d  c h o os e  
Hi m,  t h o u g h i n d e e d t h e c h oi c e  w o ul d  b e  
t o o gr e at  f or m ost.  B ut  t h er e m ust  of  
n e c essit y  b e  i n d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e t y p e of

u n d o u bt e dl y  a  l o v e c h oi c e  of  G o d. T hisis  
t h e G R E A T  p ur p os e  a n d pl a n  of  G o d:  
t h at His l o v e a n d  g o o d n ess  w o ul d  p er m e 
at e t h e u ni v ers e  a n d t h at H e  w o ul d  b e  
l o v e d a n d  pr ais e d  f or His  b ei n g.

* * A n d t his is lif e et er n al, t h at t h e y 
mi g ht  k n o w  t h e e t h e o nl y  tr u e G o d ... " 
(J o h n 1 7: 3).

f or l o v e is of  G o d;  a n d  e v er y  o n e  
t h at l o v et h is b o m  of  G o d,  a n d  k n o w et h  
G o d.  H e  t h at l o v et h n ot  k n o w et h  n ot  
G o d;  f or G o d  is l o v e. I n t his w as  m a ni 
f est e d t h e l o v e of  G o d  t o w ar d us,  b e 
c a us e t h at G o d  s e nt his  o nl y  b e g ott e n  
S o n  i nt o t h e w orl d,  t h at w e  mi g ht  li v e 
t hr o u g h hi m.  H E R EI N  I S L O V E,  n ot  
t h at w e  l o v e d G o d,  b ut  T H A T  H E  
L O V E D  U S,  a n d  s e nt his  S o n  t o b e  t h e 
pr o piti ati o n  f or o ur  si ns " ( 1 J o h n 4: 7-  
1 0).

“ W E  L O V E  HI M,  B E C A U S E  H E  
FI R S T  L O V E D  U S ”  ( 1 J o h n 4: 1 9).

cr e at ur e  H e  w a nt e d  t o r es p o n d t o Hi m.  
T h e  c h oi c e  s e e ms t o o gr e at  f or a  cr e at ur e  
w h o  b y  his  o w n  a bilit y  w o ul d  st a g g er  i n. 
t h e f a c e of  s u c h  a  c h oi c e.  Y et  t h er e c o ul町 / 
b e  a pr o p er  c h oi c e t hr o u g h t h e i n n er 
gr o a ni n gs  of  his  s pirit— t h e l o n gi n g of

of  t h e w orl d  (J o h n 1 7: 5).  C hrist's  pr a y er  
is a  p etiti o n  f or t h e f ulfill m e nt of  G o d's  
i nt e nt i n C hrist.

G o d's  h oli n ess,  g o o d n ess,  a n d l o v e 
d e m a n d  a r es p o ns e— r e q uir e t h at H e  b e  
l o v e d a n d  w ors hi p e d.  C o ns e q u e ntl y,  His

cr e ati o n  h a d  t o b e  a bl e  t o t hi n k f or its elf 
a n d  b e  t ot all y i n d e p e n d e nt, wit h  s o u n d,  
r ati o n al mi n ds.  T his  w o ul d  m a k e  p os 
si bl e a c h oi c e  b as e d  u p o n  r e as o n, l o v e, 
a n d  d e v oti o n  r at h er t h a n b ei n g  r o b oti c—

his  h e art  t o l o v e, w ors hi p,  a n d  s er v e  Hi m.  
F or  t h os e w h o  l o v e d Hi m  a n d  c h os e  Hi m  
t h er e w o ul d  b e  a w a y  pr o vi d e d,  b ut  n ot  
u ntil  t h e y h a d  s el e ct e d  Hi m  o v er  t his lif e 
a n d  all  ot h er  l o v es.

T h e y  w o ul d  b e c o m e  
His  o w n  d e ar  c hil dr e n,  
m o d el e d  aft er t h e p er 
f e ct o n e t h at w o ul d  
d e m o nstr at e  t o t h e cr e a 

t ur es G o d's  u n d yi n g  l o v e a n d  d e v oti o n  t o 
t h e m. T h e  p erf e ct  o n e  w o ul d  b e  s o  u ni q u e  
t h at H e  w o ul d  b e  a bl e t o r el at e t o t h e 
cr e at ur es  t h e gr e at  l o n gi n g G o d  Hi ms elf  
h as  f or t h e m. T h at  o n e  w o ul d  h a v e  t o 
s h ar e  G o d's  i nt er ests a n d  G o d's  f e eli n gs 
a b o ut  t h e w h ol e  m att er — y es,  G o d's  v er ^ * 、  
S pirit.  T h at  p ers o n  w o ul d  i n d e e d b *  , z 
u ni q u e,  b ut  s u c h a  p ers o n  c o ul d  m a k e  it 
all  w or k.  A n d  t h e cr e at ur es  w o ul d  u n d er 
st a n d  His  l o v e, cr a v e  His  f ell o ws hi p a n d  
c o m m u ni o n, a n d s e ar c h aft er Hi m.  T o  
t h at cl ass  of  p e o pl e  w h o  s o  l o v e d Hi m  H e  
w o ul d  pr o vi d e  et er n al  lif e a n d  a  p erf e ct  
cr e ati o n. T h es e  p e o pl e  H e  w o ul d  
cl e a ns e — m a k e  w hit e  a n d p ur e  t hr o u g h 
t h e p erf e ct  o n e.  T h e y  w o ul d  b e  br o u g ht  
i nt o s w e et f ell o ws hi p wit h  Hi m  a n d  t h e 
p erf e ct  o n e,  s h ar e t h e s a m e S pirit  wit h  
t h e m, e m p o w eri n g t h e m t o m a k e  ri g ht 
c h oi c es, a n d p erf or m  ri g ht e o us w or ks!  
T h e y,  t o o, w o ul d  b e  li k e t h e p erf e ct  o n e!  
It w o ul d  b e  gr e at!  H e  w o ul d  m a k e  it l ast 
f or e v er a n d  e v er!

G o d  s a w i nt o t h e f ut ur e, t h at i n d e e d 
t h er e w o ul d  b e  t h os e w h o  w o ul d  a c c e pt  
s u c h a  pl a n.

" A c c or di n g  as  h e  [ G o d] h at h  c h os e n  
us  i n hi m  [ C hrist] b ef or e  t h e f o u n d ati o n 
of  t h e w orl d,  t h at w e  s h o ul d  b e  h ol y  a n d  
wit h o ut  bl a m e  b ef or e  hi m  i n l o v e: h a v 
i n g pr e d esti n at e d  us  u nt o  t h e a d o pti o n  
c hil dr e n  b y  J es us C hrist  t o hi ms elf,  a c-  
c or di n g  t o t h e g o o d  pl e as ur e  of  his  will,
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T h e  L or d's  Pr a y er  c o n cl u d es wit h:  
u T hi n e  is t h e ki n g d o m,  a n d  t h e p o w er,  
a n d t h e gl or y,  f or e v er. A m e n "  ( M att. 
6: 1 3).  J es us  C hrist  e xist e d  fr o m His  birt h  
t o bri n g  t h at gl or y  t o G o d.

T h e  t hr e e f a ct ors of  s al v ati o n  ar e  G o d's 
gr a c e,  C hrist's  d e at h,  a n d m a n's  f ait h. 
T h e  B  i bl e is m ost  cl e ar  t h at G o d  fr o m t h e

v er y  b e gi n ni n g,  pri or  t o cr e ati o n,  h a d  i n 
mi n d  t h e pl a n  of  s al v ati o n as  w e  h a v e  it 
t o d a y. T h e  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n  c alls  f or m a n  
t o m a k e  a  c h oi c e  i n f ait h, b eli e vi n g  i n t h e 
m or al  a n d  p h ysi c al  c h ar a ct eristi cs  of  G o d,

t h os e c h ar a ct eristi cs  t h at m a k e  Hi m  n ot  
o nl y  s u pr e m e,  b ut  d esir a bl e.  S al v ati o n  is 
a  c h oi c e  m a n  m a k es  t o r es p o n d t o G o d's  
l o v e b y  e m br a ci n g a r el ati o ns hi p wit h  
G o d  t hr o u g h t h e at o ni n g  s a crifi c e  of  His  
S o n  J es us  C hrist.  As  w e  d o  t h at, w e  f ulfill 
all of  G o d's  gr e at est  h o p es  a n d  d esir es  
f or us,  a n d f ulfill G o d  Hi ms elf  as w e  
c o m pl y  wit h  t h e l o v e wit h  w hi c h  H e  h as  
l o v e d us.  G o d's  r ol e i n t h e u ni v ers e  is as  
o n e  w h o  s e ar c h es f or t h e o n e  H e  l o v es.

I n J es us * t h e ol o g y, G o d  is t h e a ut h or  
of  s al v ati o n, a n d  is J es us * o w n  F at h er.  
T h e  w or ds  J es us  s p o k e  w er e  n ot  His  o w n,  
b ut  t h e F at h er's.  H e  t estifi e d n ot  of  
Hi ms elf,  b ut  of  a n ot h er,  His  F at h er.

As  w e  l o o k at  o ur  o w n  h o p e  i n C hrist,  
t h e F at h er/ S o n  r el ati o ns hi p b e c o m es  e v e n  
m or e  si g nifi c a nt.  W e  h a v e  b e e n  br o u g ht  
i nt o t h at f a mil y ti e wit h  G o d  t hr o u g h 
J es us. B y  o ur  f ait h i n t h e s a crifi c e of  
J es us C hrist,  G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,

d o n.  N ot  j ust a n y o n e  c o ul d  p a y  t h e pri c e  
of  d e at h  f or m a n's  si n. It h a d  t o b e  a  
p ers o n  s o  cl os el y  i d e ntifi e d wit h  G o d  a n d  
ass o ci at e d wit h  Hi m  t h at G o d  w o ul d  
r e c ei v e t h e gl or y,  pr ais e,  a n d l o v e f or

t o b e  d estr o y e d  is d e at h.  F or  h e  [ G o d] 
' h as p ut  e v er yt hi n g  u n d er  his  [ C hrist's] 
f e et' [ Ps a. 8: 6].  N o w  w h e n  it s a ys t h at 
, e v er yt hi n g * h as  b e e n  p ut  u n d er  hi m  
[ C hrist], it is cl e ar t h at t his d o es  n ot  
i n cl u d e G o d  hi ms elf,  w h o  p ut  e v er y 
t hi n g u n d er  C hrist  W h e n  h e  h as  d o n e  
t his, t h e n t h e S o n  hi ms elf  will  b e  m a d e  
s u bj e ct  t o hi m w h o  p ut e v er y  t hi n g u n d er  
hi m,  s o t h at G o d  m a y  b e  all  i n all. "

W h o  Is T his  S o n  W e  Ar e  
P att er n e d  Aft er ?

T h e  l o v e of  G o d,  t h at f ost er e d t h e pl a n  
of  s al v ati o n a n d  cr e ati o n  b y  it, h as  o nl y  
t w o r e q uir e m e nts of  m a n:  1) t h at m a n  
a c k n o wl e d g e  G o d  a n d r es p o n d t o His  
l o v e t hr o u g h J es us C hrist, *  a n d 2)  r e
s p o n d t o His  h oli n ess  t hr o u g h a d or ati o n  
a n d w ors hi p  of  G o d.  It is cl e ar i n t h e 
Bi bl e  t h at G o d  n e e d e d  t o b e  i d e ntifi e d 
t hr o u g h t h e S a vi or  of  m e n.  G o d  Hi ms elf  
(t h e F at h er)  is r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e birt h  of  
His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  a n d  c o ns e q u e ntl y  
t hr o u g h t h at birt h  a n d  gift  t o t h e w orl d,  
G o d  t a k es o w n ers hi p  of  t h e pl a n  of  s al v a-

w e  h a v e  b e e n  a d o pt e d  i nt o s o ns hi p.  ( S e e 
N ot e,  " B e g ott e n.' *)

s al v ati o n, a n d n ot  t h e m a n  hi ms elf.  T o  
t h at e n d  t h e C hrist  w as  n a m e d  "J E S U S, "  
" F or  h e  s h all s a v e his  p e o pl e  fr o m t h eir 
si ns "  ( M att. 2: 2 1 b).  G o d  c h os e  t h e n a m e  
f or His  S o n,  a n d  i n d oi n g  s o  c h os e  t o b e  
i d e ntifi e d b y  Hi m.  "J es us "  is Gr e e k,  s a m e 
as  J e h os h u a,  a n d  c o m es  fr o m t h e H e br e w  
w or d  Y e h- h o-s h o o' a h,  or  J os h u a, w hi c h  
m e a ns  u J e h o v a h s a v es. " J e h o v a h G o d,  
o ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er,  is r es p o nsi bl e f or 
all t h e d o ctri n es  of  s al v ati o n: G o d  f or
gi v es,  G o d  j ustifi es, G o d  r e c o n cil es, G o d  
r e d e e ms, G o d  s a n ctifi es, et c. All  c o n 
c e pts  of  s al v ati o n  ori gi n at e  i n G o d' s  gr a c e,  
b as e d  u p o n  C hrist *s  s a crifi c e.

T o  b e  b o m  of  a  vir gi n  gi v es  cr e d e n c e

*J es us  is t h e o nl y  w a y  t o t h e F at h er.  If a  
m a n  d o es  n ot  h o n or  J es us,  G o d's  gift  of  
l o v e, n eit h er  c a n h e  h o n or  G o d  (J o h n 
5: 2 3;  1 2: 2 6).

t o t h e pr ais e  of  t h e gl or y  of  his  gr a c e,  
w h er ei n  h e  h at h  m a d e  us  a c c e pt e d  i n t h e 
b el o v e d "  ( E p h. 1: 4- 6).

T o  u n d erst a n d  t h at t h us C hrist  c a m e

" T h e n t h e e n d  will  c o m e, w h e n  h e  
[ C hrist] h a n ds  o v er  t h e ki n g d o m  t o G o d  
t h e F at h er  aft er  h e  [ C hrist] h as  d estr o y e d  

、 all  d o mi ni o n,  a ut h orit y  a n d  p o w er.  F or  
' h e  m ust  r ei g n u ntil  h e  h as  p ut  all his  

e n e mi es  u n d er  his  f e et. T h e  l ast e n e m y

i nt o b ei n g  is m or e  t h a n j ust a  si g nifi c a nt 
as p e ct  of  a  pl a n.  It is t h e v er y  h e art  a n d  
c or e  of  G o d's  h o p e  f or us  i n C hrist.  J es us 
is t h e o nl y  p erf e ct  o n e  t hr o u g h w h o m  t h e 
pl a n  of  s al v ati o n c o ul d c o m e  t o g et h er. 
T h at  m a k es  t h e vir gi n  birt h  a  si g nifi c a nt 
as p e ct t h at n e e ds t o b e  c o nsi d er e d t o 
a p pr e ci at e  ri g htl y G o d  w or ki n g  t hr o u g h 
J es us t o a c c o m plis h  o ur  s al v ati o n.

A c c or di n g  t o G e n esis  3: 1 6, t h e p ai n of  
c hil d birt h b e c a m e  p art  of  t h e c urs e of  
m a n;  b ut  c hil d birt h  is als o  t h e w o n d erf ul  
s ol uti o n t o si n. F or  it w as  b y  t h e s e e d of  
t h e w o m a n  t h at G o d  w as  a bl e t o b e  di 
r e ctl y ass o ci at e d  wit h  t h e 
pl a n  of  s al v ati o n f or m a n  
t hr o u g h t h e birt h  of  His  
S o n  J es us. If it h as  e v er  
b e e n  as k e d  o n c e  w h y  pr o 
cr e ati o n  s h o ul d b e  i n t his m a n n er,  it h as  
b e e n  as k e d  a milli o n  ti m es b y  as  m a n y  
y o u n gst ers.  If pr o cr e ati o n  as  w e  k n o w  it 
is n't m e a ni n gf ul  t o s o m e, l et t his b e  t h e 

/^j o y  of  t h e c o n c e pt:  T h at  G o d  t hr o u g h t h e 
' ^ ^ vir gi n birt h  of  C hrist  

b e c a m e  p arti ci p a nt  i n 
o ur  s al v ati o n t hr o u g h 
t h e birt h  of  His  o w n  
d e ar  S o n,  " A n d t h o u 
s h alt c all  his  n a m e  J es us. "

First,  it s h o ul d  b e  est a blis h e d  t h at G o d, 
o ur  h e a v e nl y  F at h er,  is t h e a ut h or  of  o ur  
s al v ati o n (s e e N ot e,  H e br e ws  1 2: 2)  a n d  
s h o ul d b e  gl orifi e d  f or t h e gift  H e  h as  
gi v e n.  T h at  G o d  s h o ul d  b e  a c k n o wl e d g e d  
as  t h e gi v er  of  all  " g o o d  a n d  p erf e ct  gif  ts " 
is n o  s e cr et  a c c or di n g  t o J a m es 1: 1 7.  T h at  
G o d  s h o ul d  b e  t h e o n e  w h o  is ulti m at el y  
cr e dit e d  wit h  a  gl ori o us  a c k n o wl e d g m e nt  
f or all  t h at H e  h as  d o n e  a n d  is, is a  f u n d a
m e nt al  pri n ci pl e  of  tr ut h. T h at  J es us  C hrist  
e xist e d  fr o m His  birt h  t o bri n g  d u e  gl or y  
a n d  pr ais e  t o G o d  is cl e arl y  t a u g ht i n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 2 4- 2 8:
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t hr o u g h C hrist.  T hir d,  n o  ot h er  h u m a n  
b ei n g  c o ul d  h a v e  s o  q u alifi e d  i n t h e e y es  
of  G o d  t o b e  p erf e ctl y  fill e d wit h  His  
H ol y  S pirit  as  w as  His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n.  
W e  u n d erst a n d  t h at J es us w as  e m p o w-

C o ul d  A n ot h er  H a v e  S er v e d  
T his  C a us e ?

C o ul d  J es us' s a crifi c e h a v e  p ai d  f or 
t h e si n  of  t h e w orl d  h a d  H e  n ot  b e e n  t h e 
S o n  of  G o d,  a n d  w as  i nst e a d o nl y  a  ri g h-

b e c a us e  "t h e p o w er  of  t h e hi g h est  s h all 
o v ers h a d o w  \ ht &: T h er ef or e als o  t h at h ol y  
t hi n g [ b ei n g] w hi c h  s h all b e  b o m  of  t h e e 
s h all b e  c all e d  t h e S o n  of  G o d. "

A c c or di n g  t o t his v ers e  t h e S o ns hi p  of

C hrist  is b as e d  o n  t h e f a ct t h at G o d  w as  
r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e c o n c e pti o n.  I n ot h er  
w or ds,  b e c a us e  J es us w as  b o m  t o M ar y  
as a r es ult of  t h e P o w er  of  G o d  " o v er-  
s h a d o wi n g " h er,  H e  q u alifi e d  t o b e  t h e 
S o n  of  G o d.  J es us  c o ul d  n ot  h a v e  e xist e d  
b ef or e  His  m ot h er  M ar y,  b e c a us e  it w as  
t hr o u g h h er  mir a c ul o us  c o n c e pti o n t h at 
J es us is t h e S o n  of  G o d.

T h er e  h as  b e e n  n o  l o gi c or  pr of o u n d  
r e as o ni n g h er e  t h at y o u  h a v e n't  t h o u g ht 
of  y o urs elf.  It w as  n e v er  G o d's  i nt e nt t h at 
s al v ati o n s h o ul d b e  s o c o m pli c at e d  t h at 
its b asi c  el e m e nts  c o ul d  n ot  b e  c o m pr e 
h e n d e d.  W h at  w e  n e e d,  t h e n, is ass ur a n c e  
t h at s u c h  si m pl e  t h o u g ht h ol ds  t h e k e y  t o 
t h e h o p e  t h atisi n us t hr o u g h C hrist  J es us 
o ur  L or d.  G o d  i nt e n ds f or us  t o gr as p  t h e 
el e m e nts  of  s al v ati o n as w e  a c c e pt  His  
gift  t o us  (J o h n 3: 1 6).

W h y  s h o ul d  G o d  c h o os e  t o h a v e  C hrist  
" m a d e  of  a  w o m a n,  m a d e  u n d er  t h e l a w " ? 
( G al. 4: 4.)  ( S e e N ot e,  “ M a d e.' *)

J es us w as  i n d e e d t h e pr o mis e d  off 
s pri n g  of  a  h u m a n  w o m a n,  a  br ot h er  t o all  
Isr a el, t h e first o n e  li k e us  t o e x p eri e n c e  
t h e gl orifi c ati o n  G o d  pl a n n e d  f or m a n  
fr o m t h e v er y  b e gi n ni n g.

t o t h e F at h er h o o d  of  G o d  a n d p ar e nt al  
o w n ers hi p.  U n d erst a n d  t h at it w as  i n d e e d 
p ossi bl e  f or G o d  t o cr e at e  a  S o n  wit h o ut  
t h at S o n  b ei n g  c o n c ei v e d b y n at ur al  
m e a ns.  L u k e  1 : 3 5 is r at h er cl e ar:  t h e r e a
s o n  H e  w o ul d  b e  c all e d  t h e S o n  of  G o d  is

t e o us p ers o n ?  T h e  a ns w er  w o ul d  h a v e  t o 
b e,  A bs ol ut el y  N O T;  H e  c o ul d  n ot  h a v e.  
First,  H e  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  b o m  u n d er  t h e 
A d a mi c  c urs e; as t h e S o n  of  G o d  H e  
w as n't.  S e c o n d,  G o d  n e e ds  t h e gl or y  
as cri b e d t o Hi m  as H e  di d t h e w or ks

r e as o n t o m a k e  e x c e pti o n al  c as es  f or t h e 
F at h er  a n d  S o n  r el ati o ns hi p i n r ef er e n c e 
t o G o d  a n d  J es us. G o d  pl a n n e d  t h at r el a
ti o ns hi p fr o m t h e v er y  b e gi n ni n g,  a n d  
t h e n cr e at e d  t h e w orl d  t o c o nf or m  t o His  
p ur p os e.  Si n c e  G o d  is t h e a ut h or  of  p ar-  
e nt/ c hil d  r el ati o ns hi ps a n d  a ut h or  of  His  
o w n  F at h er  a n d S o n  r el ati o ns hi p, o ur  
cr e ati o n  h as  t o c o nf or m  t o His  pl a n  a n d  
p ur p os e.  W e  ar e  m o d el e d  aft er  His  ulti 
m at e  F at h er/ S o n  r el ati o ns hi p, w hi c h,  i n 
His  t h o u g ht a n d pri orit y,  pr e c e d e d  o ur  
cr e ati o n.  If H e  h a d  t h e i d e a of  a S o n,  a  
S a vi or,  b ef or e  t h e w orl d  w as  cr e at e d,  
w h y  s h o ul d n'  t o ur  cr e ati o n  b e  li k e t h e r e
l ati o ns hi p of  His  ori gi n al  c o n c e pt ? I n

d e e d,  t h e r el ati o ns hi p is t h e 
s a m e, a n d  it s h o ul d b e,  or  
els e  G o d  is t h e Cr e at or  of  
c o nf usi o n. ( S e e N ot e,  
“ F at h er/ S o n. ")

er e d  a n d  bl ess e d  of  G o d  i n a  w a y  n o  ot h er  
h u m a n  b ei n g  c o ul d  b e 一 t h at is, u ntil  t h e 
d a y  w e  ar e  tr a nsf or m e d w h e n  C hrist  r e
t ur ns. T o  b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d  b y  birt h,  as  
J es us is, is t o b e  t ot all y u ni q u e  fr o m all  
t h e r est of  cr e ati o n.  T o  b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d  
b y  birt h,  as  J es us is, is t o h a v e  a  t ot all y 
u ni q u e  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  t h e F at h er.  G o d  
f o u n d gr e at  pl e as ur e  t o l o v e, s u p p ort,  
e m p o w er,  bl ess,  i nfl u e n c e, a n d  s h ar e  t h e 
s e cr ets of  t h e u ni v ers e  wit h  His  b el o v e d  
S o n.  S o  str o n g is t h at r el ati o ns hi p a n d  
l o v e, t h at G o d  f o u n d gr e at  j o y t o b est o w  
o n  J es us His  S o n  t h e d esti n y  of  pl a n et  
e art h  a n d  t h e h o p e  of  all  m a n ki n d.

" F or  h e  w h o m  G o d  h at h  s e nt  s p e a k et h 
t h e w or ds  of  G o d:  f or G o d  gi v et h  n ot  t h e 
S pirit  b y  m e as ur e  u nt o  hi m.  T h e  F at h er  
l o v et h t h e S o n,  a n d  h at h  gi v e n  all  t hi n gs 
i nt o his  h a n d.  H e  t h at b eli e v et h  o n  t h e 
S o n  h at h  e v erl asti n g  lif e: a n d  h e  t h at b e 
li e v et h n ot  t h e S o n  s h all n ot  s e e lif e; b ut  
t h e wr at h  of  G o d  a bi d et h  o n  hi m "  (J o h n 
3: 3 4- 3 6).

T h at's  a  pr ett y  str o n g c o n n e cti o n  b e 
t w e e n F at h er  a n d  S o n,  h u h ?  B ut  it s h o ul d 
n ot  b e  a  c o n n e cti o n  w e  ar e  f or ei g n t o, as  
it is r at h er c h ar a ct eristi c of  f at h er/s o n 
r el ati o ns hi ps. T h e  c o n c e pt  a n d  el e m e nts  
of  s al v ati o n w er e  n e v er  m e a nt  t o b e  dif
fi c ult t o u n d erst a n d.  A  v er y  i m p ort a nt 
p art  of  cr e ati o n  a n d  n at ur e  as  w e  k n o w  it 
h a d  its ori gi n  of  p ur p os e  t o gl orif y  G o d  
a n d  pr o d u c e  m a n *s  s al v ati o n.  T h er e  is n o

" Vir gi n ”
Q u ot e  fr o m Is ai a h 7: 1 4,  H e br e w  al-  

m a h  = " a  y o u n g  w o m a n ";  M att h e w  1: 2 3,  
Gr e e k  p at h e n os  = " a  vir gi n  t e c h ni c all y.n  I

Bl o o d(s) — J o h n 1: 1 3
T his  v ers e  i n m ost  tr a nsl ati o ns is li n k e d 

t o "t h e m t h at b eli e v e "  i n t h e pr e c e di n g  
v ers e.  A  cl os er  s cr uti n y of  t h e v ers es  i n 
t h e ori gi n al  l a n g u a g e, t h o u g h, s h o ws  v ers e  
1 3  r ef erri n g b a c k  t o u his  n a m e "  i n v ers e  
1 2.  T h e  Gr e e k  t e xt s h o ws t h at t h e w or d  
f or " b o m "  or  " b e g ott e n "  is si n g ul ar,  n ot  
pl ur al;  c o ns e q u e ntl y  s e v er al s c h ol ars—  
Ir e n a e us ( A. D. 1 7 8),  T ert ulli a n  ( A. D. 
2 0 8),  A u g usti n e  ( A. D. 3 9 5)  a n d  ot h ers 一  
i nt er pr et e d it t o r e a d " w h o w as  b or n/'  
" w h o "  a gr e ei n g  wit h  " his  n a m e "  ( v. 1 2).

I n B e nj a mi n  Wils o n's  E m p h ati c  Di-  
a gl ott  a n d  t h e E n glis h m a n's  Gr e e k  N e w  
T est a m e nt,  t h e w or d  " bl o o d " is tr a ns
l at e d i n t h e Gr e e k  t e xt " bl o o ds " — pl ur al,  
n ot  si n g ul ar; t h us it is r ef erri n g t o p ar 
e nts,  or  t w o h u m a ns,  as  i n diss e mi n ati o n  
a n d  c o n c e pti o n.  T h e  t h o u g ht h er e  t h e n 
w o ul d  b e  t h atit w as  N O T  t w o bl o o ds  t h at 
pr o d u c e d  t h e lif e of  J es us,  b ut  o nl y  o n e,  
M ar y's,  f ulfilli n g G e n esis  3: 1 5,  " h er  
s e e d. "  A n d  it w as  n ot  of  h er  will,  b ut  "t h e 
will...  of  G o d "  (J o h n l: 1 3;s e e als o L u k e  
1: 3 5).
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F at h er/ S o n
If G o d  i d e ntifi e d His  first c o n c e pt  as  a  

F at h er/ S o n  r el ati o ns hi p a n d  t h e n d esi g n e d 
t h e e art hl y  f at h er/s o n r el ati o ns hi p, w h y  
w o ul d  G o d  us e  t h e s a m e t er m w h e n  i n 
f a ct t w o diff er e nt  t y p es of  r el ati o ns hi ps 
w er e  r e pr es e nt e d ? T h at  w o ul d  m a k e  it 
s o u n d  as  t h o u g h G o d  di d n't  t hi n k it all  t h e 
w a y  t hr o u g h.

f or H e br e ws  1 2: 2  w o ul d  b e,  " L o o ki n g  
u nt o  J es us  t h e c a pt ai n,  or  l e a d er, or  pri n c e  
a n d fi nis h er of  o ur  f ait h. " ( B. Wils o n,  
E m p h ati c  Di a gl ott  tr a nsl at es t h e w or d,  
“ L e a d er. ” )

If y o u  li v e l o n g e n o u g h, y o u  will  e x p eri e n c e  
h e art a c h e,  dis a p p oi nt m e nt,  a n d  s h e er h el pl ess n ess.  
T h e  L or d  is o ur  m ost  pr e ci o us  r es o ur c e i n t h es e h o urs  
of  tr a u m a. " T h e  L or d  is a  r ef u g e f or t h e o p pr ess e d,  a  
str o n g h ol d i n ti m es of  tr o u bl e " ( Ps a. 9: 9).  T o m  
D ors e y  u n d erst o o d  t h at. His  s o n g w as  ori gi n all y  
writt e n  as  a  w a y  of  c o pi n g  wit h  his  p ers o n al  p ai n,  b ut  
e v e n  t o d a y it c o nti n u es  t o bl ess  t h o us a n ds of  ot h ers  
w h e n  t h e y p ass  t hr o u g h ti m es of  h ar ds hi p.

— P ul pit  H el ps,  M a y,  1 9 9 2.

E p h esi a ns  3: 9
T h e  Ki n g  J a m es a n d N e w  I nt er n a

ti o n al V ersi o ns  b ot h  h a v e  a  p hr as e  n ot  
| ^) u n d i n t h e b ett er  tr a nsl ati o ns of  t his 
v ers e:  ( w h o cr e at e d  all t hi n gs b y  J es us 
C hrist)  ... e n d of  E p h esi a ns  3: 9.  T his  
p hr as e,  n ot  f o u n d i n t h e V ul g at e,  S yri a c,  
C o pti c,  or  i n s e v er al ot h er  a n ci e nt  m a n u 
s cri pts, w as  pr o b a bl y  i ns ert e d h er e  b y  
s o m e tr a ns cri b er.

H e br e ws  1 2: 2
T o  s a y t h at G o d  a n d  n ot  J es us is t h e 

a ut h or  of  s al v ati o n d o es  n ot  c o ntr a di ct  
H e br e ws  1 2: 2  w h er e  t h e KJ V  a n d  NI V  
a n d  ot h er  tr a nsl ati o ns wr o n gf ull y  tr a ns
l at e t h e Gr e e k  w or d  " ar c h e g os " as  U a u-  
t h or, " r ef erri n g t o J es us.  A n  a ut h or  is o n e  
w h o  ori gi n at es  a w or k,  as i n cr e ati n g  
s o m et hi n g. I b eli e v e  G o d  is t h e cr e at or  of  
s al v ati o n f or m e n.  J es us C hrist  is t h e 
l e a d er of  t h at c a us e, as G o d  h as  gi v e n  
Hi m  p o w er,  pr o mi n e n c e,  or  a ut h orit y  t o 
p erf or m  t h at w or k.  A  b ett er  tr a nsl ati o n

pit y,  h e  t ur n e d t o t h e dis ci pli n e  h e  k n e w  b est —  
m usi c.  I n t h e mi dst  of  a g o n y  h e  wr ot e  t h e f oll o wi n g 
l yri cs:

Pr e ci o us  L or d,  T a k e  m y  h a n d,
L e a d  m e  o n,  l et m e  st a n d,
/ a m  tir e d, I a m  w e a k.,  I a m  w or n,
T hr o u g h  t h e st or m, t hr o u g h t h e ni g ht,
L e a d  m e  o n  t o t h e li g ht;
T a k e  m y  h a n d,  pr e ci o us  L or d,  L e a d  m e  h o m e.

" B e g ott e n "
( Gr e e k, g e n n a o)  a n ot h er  w or d  us e d  t o 

d es cri b e  J es us' birt h,  c o ul d  b e  us e d  t o 
d es cri b e  e v e n  t h e b eli e v er's  n e w  birt h  i n 
C hrist  i n 1 P et er  1 : 3 a n d  J a m es 1: 3.  T h e  
t h o u g ht, h o w e v er,  b e c o m es  m u c h  n ar 
r o w er w h e n  t h e t er m " O nl y B e g ott e n "  
( Gr e e k, m o n o g e n es)  is a p pli e d  t o J es us. 
T h er e  ar e  m a n y  s o ns  b o m  t o G o d  t hr o u g h 
J es us C hrist,  b ut  t h er e c a n b e  o nl y  o n e  
" O nl y B e g ott e n. "  T h er e  is n o  n e e d  t o 
pl a y  wit h  s e m a nti cs  w h e n  tr a nsl ati n g t his 
t er m. u O nl y  B or n "  m ust  r ef er t o t h e f a ct 
t h at J es us is t h e O nl y  S o n  of  G o d  t o b e  
b or n  a  S o n  of  G o d  b y  c o n c e pti o n  ( L u k e 
1: 3 5).

“ M a d e ”
W h e n  t h e Bi bl e  us es  t h e w or d  " m a d e "

t o d es cri b e  J es us * birt h,  t h e w or d  is d e 
ri v e d fr o m gi n o m ai  i n t h e Gr e e k.  T h e  
w or d  is us e d  wit h  gr e at  l atit u d e or  c a n  b e  
a p pli e d  i n a  gr e at  v ari et y  of  e x pr essi o ns.  
As  a pri m ar y  v er b  it w o ul d  b e  s af e t o 
tr a nsl at e it as  it w o ul d  a p p e ar  t o m e a n:  t o 
c o m e  i nt o e xist e n c e,  b e  cr e at e d,  t o b e gi n  
t o b e,  as  i m pl yi n g ori gi n.  R o m a ns  1: 3 —  
" C o n c er ni n g his  S o n  J es us C hrist  o ur  
L or d,  w hi c h  w as  m a d e  of  t h e s e e d of  
D a vi d  a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h "; G al ati a ns  
4: 4 — " B ut w h e n  t h e f ul n ess of  t h e ti m e 
w as  c o m e,  G o d  s e nt f ort h his  S o n,  m a d e  
of  a  w o m a n,  m a d e  u n d er  t h e l a w. "

r I 1  h o m a s  A n d r e w  D o r s e y  w as  a  bl a c k  j a z z m usi-  
J L ci a n  fr o m Atl a nt a.  I n t h e 2 0 *s  h e  g ai n e d  a  c ert ai n  

a m o u nt  of  n ot ori et y  as t h e c o m p os er  of  j a z z t u n es 
wit h  s u g g esti v e  l yri cs, b ut  h e  g a v e  all  t h at u p  i n 1 9 2 6  
t o c o n c e ntr at e  e x cl usi v el y  o n  s pirit u al m usi c.  4l P e a c e  
i n t h e V all e y "  is o n e  of  his  b est- k n o w n  s o n gs, b ut  
t h er e is a st or y b e hi n d  his  m ost  f a m o us s o n g t h at 
d es er v es  t o b e  t ol d.

I n 1 9 3 2  t h e ti m es w er e  h ar d  f or D ors e y.  J ust  tr yi n g 
t o s ur vi v e  t h e d e pr essi o n  y e ars  as  a  w or ki n g  m usi ci a n  
m e a nt  t o u g h sl e d di n g.  O n  t o p of  t h at, t his m usi c  w as  
n ot  a c c e pt e d  b y  m a n y  p e o pl e.  S o m e  s ai d it w as  t o o 
w orl dl y — t h e d e vil's  m usi c,  t h e y c all e d it. M a n y  
y e ars  l at er D ors e y  c o ul d  l a u g h a b o ut  it. H e  s ai d,  "I  g ot  
ki c k e d  o ut  of  s o m e  of  t h e b est  c h ur c h es  i n t h e l a n d. " 
B ut  t h e r e al ki c k  i n t h e t e et h c a m e  o n e  ni g ht  i n St.  
L o uis  w h e n  h e  r e c ei v e d a t el e gr a m i nf or mi n g hi m  
t h at his  pr e g n a nt  wif e  h a d  di e d  s u d d e nl y.

D ors e y  w as  s o fill e d wit h  gri ef  t h at his  f ait h w as  
s h a k e n  t o t h e r o ots, b ut  i nst e a d of  w all o wi n g  i n s elf-
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G o d  Will  S u p pl y
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b y  S us a n  L a p p  
Mi n n e a p olis,  M N

A Y  L O O K E D  O U T  t h e wi n d o w,  his  c hi n  pr o p p e d  u p  o n  o n e  h a n d.  H e  
w as  j ust st ari n g  i nt o s p a c e  t hi n ki n g, " B uff y  s ur e  w as  a  g o o d  ol d  d o g.  S h e  
al w a ys  h a d  a n  e xtr a  w a g  i n h er  t ail f or m e.  I s ur e miss  s e ei n g h er  w h e n  
I g et  off  t h e b us.  S h e  us e d  t o c o m e  r u n ni n g t o gr e et  us.  T h e n  e v e n  w h e n  

s h e g ot  ol d  a n d  stiff, s h e' d still str u g gl e d o w n  t h e l a n e wit h  t h at ol e  t ail a w a g gi n,.  
T hi n gs  j ust ar e n't  t h e s a m e  wit h o ut  B uff y. "  J a y  si g h e d d e e pl y  as  h e  gr a d u all y  f o c us e d 
his  e y es  o n  s o m et hi n g d ar k,  m o vi n g  sl o wl y d o w n  at  t h e e n d  of  t h e r o a d. " W h at is 
t h at ? *, H e  r a n d o w nst airs  t o gr a b  a  c o at.  It h a d  b e e n  es p e ci all y  c ol d  l at el y. " M o m,  I' m 
g oi n g  o utsi d e.  I j ust s a w a  w olf  or  s o m et hi n g d o w n  t h e r o a d. "

" A  w olf! "  e x cl ai m e d  M ot h er.  " W ell,  y o u' d  b ett er  b e  c ar ef ul  a n d  n ot  g et  t o o cl os e. "  
" W h at's  g oi n g  o n ?  W h at's  all  t his a b o ut  a  w olf ? "  i n q uir e d N at e.
"I  s a w s o m et hi n g d o w n  t h e r o a d a n d  I * m g oi n g  t o c h e c k  it o ut, "  s ai d J a y.
"I'll  c o m e  wit h  y o u, "  s ai d N at e,  gr a b bi n g  his  wi nt er  j a c k et a n d  f oll o wi n g his  littl e 

br ot h er  o ut  t h e d o or,  a d di n g  wit h  a s mil e as  h e  cl os e d  t h e d o or,  " W e'll b e  c ar ef ul,  
M o m. "

L at er  ar o u n d  t h e di n n er  t a bl e t h e b o ys  e x cit e dl y  s h ar e d  wit h  t h eir p ar e nts  w h at  t h e y 
h a d  s e e n. "I  t h o u g ht it w as  a  w olf,  b ut  it's a  str a y  d o g, "  s ai d  J a y,  r e a c hi n g f or his  mil k.

" W e  c o ul d n *t  g et  a n y w h er e  n e ar  it, " a d d e d  N at e.  "It  s e e ms  t o b e  pr ett y  afr ai d.  T h at  
d o g  is pr ett y  t hi n, t o o. "

"I' v e  s e e n it l at el y, t o o. L o o ks  li k e a  f e m al e G er m a n  s h e p h er d. A n d  it l o o ks li k e 
it h as n't  h a d  a  d e c e nt  m e al  i n w e e ks, "  s ai d F at h er.

4t T h e  p o or  t hi n g! I'll gi v e  y o u  s o m e t a bl e s cr a ps t o s et  o ut  f or it aft er  w e'r e  d o n e  
e ati n g.  I w o n d er  w h o  s h e  b el o n gs  t o, " s ai d M ot h er  as  s h e  b utt er e d  a n ot h er  h ot  bis c uit.

"I'll  as k  ar o u n d.  M a y b e  s o m e  of  t h e n ei g h b ors  or  s o m e  of  m y  c ust o m ers  will  h a v e  
h e ar d  a b o ut  a  l ost d o g, "  F at h er  off er e d.

I n t h e w e e ks  t h at f oll o w e d m a n y  att e m pts  w er e  m a d e  t o b efri e n d  t h e l ost d o g,  b ut

二
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P ast ors'  Dil e m m a
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 4)

f ort h os e ''s pirit u al h osts  of  wi c k e d n ess. "  
H e  oft e n  li v es u n d er  gr e at  str ess, w hi c h  
bri n gs  o n  ill h e alt h.  T his  s h o ul d n ot  b e.

T h e  w or k  of  t h e c h ur c h  is t h e r es p o n
si bilit y of  e a c h m e m b er.  T h e  p ast or  
s h o ul d n ot  tr y or  b e  e x p e ct e d  t o d o  it all  
( R o m. 1 2: 5- 8).  M u c h  w or k  c a n  b e  all o 
c at e d  t o i n di vi d u als w h o  w o ul d  s h ar e  t h e 
j o ys of  s er vi c e wit h  t h e p ast or.

P ast ors  h a v e  b e e n  gi v e n  s kills ot h er  
tli a n pr e a c hi n g.  T h e y  c a n  b e  us e d  as a  
p art  of  his  mi nistr y  w h e n  s h ar e d wit h  
fri e n ds a n d  n ei g h b ors.  O utsi d e  t h e mi n 
istr y, w o ul d  t h es e s a m e s kills  b e  us e d  t o 
G o d's  gl or y ?

T h er e  is a gr e at  n e e d  f or f ull-ti m e 
p ast ors  i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  T h er e  is a  
gr e at  w or k  t o b e  d o n e.
B  S m all  c h ur c h es  n e e d  f ull-ti m e mi nis 
t ers s o t h e y c a n  b e c o m e  l ar g e c h ur c h es.

T h er e  ar e  s o m a n y  u ns a v e d  n ei g h b ors.
T h er e  is a  gr e at  w or k  t o b e  d o n e.
It t a k es m or e  t h a n a  st e eri n g  w h e el  t o 

m a k e  a  c ar  r u n. It c a n  r u n o nl y  as  l o n g as  
t h e g as  h ol ds  o ut.  It is n ot  r e alisti c t o 
e x p e ct  f ull-ti m e p ast ors  t o w or k  f or l ess 
t h a n a d e q u at e  w a g es.

T h e y  s h o ul d r e c ei v e at  l e ast t h e a v er 
a g e  w a g e  of  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n.

W h e n  a  mi nist er's  f a mil y is pl a g u e d  
b y  bills  h e  c a n n ot  p a y,  m e di c al  a n d  d e n 
tist n e e ds  of  his  f a mil y w hi c h  c a n n ot  b e  
m et,  a n d  t h e l a c k of  m o n e y  t o li v e t h e 
pr o p er  st yl e b efitti n g  his  p ositi o n,  h e  
c a n n ot d o  his  b est  f or G o d  a n d  t h e c h ur c h  
a n d  t h e c o m m u nit y.  His  ti m e a n d  e n er g y  
w hi c h  s h o ul d b e  us e d i n s er vi c e a n d  
st u d y  m ust  b e  us e d  t o s ol v e  t h e dil e m m a.

P ast ors,  pl e as e  d o n't  l e a v e us.  B e ar  
wit h  us;  w e  n e e d  y o u.  N o,  w e  d o n't  h a v e

y o u  o n  a  p e d est al,  b ut  w e  d o  h o n or  y o u  as  
G o d's  s p e ci al  gift.  If  s o m eti m es  w e  d o n't  
s e e m as  fri e n dl y a n d  cl os e  t o y o u  as  w e  
mi g ht,  f or gi v e us.  W e  k n o w  t h e p ai n  of  
g etti n g  t o l o v e t o o m u c h,  o nl y  t o h a v e  
y o u  m o v e  a w a y.

W h e n  w e  ol d er  f ol ks dr a g  o ur  f e et 
w h e n  a  c h a n g e  is s u g g est e d it is n ot  t h at 
w e  w a nt  t o b e  o bsti n at e.  W e  o nl y  w a nt  t o 
b e  s ur e, f or w e  ar e  afr ai d  of  c h a n g e.  W e  
h a v e  wit n ess e d  s o m u c h  dis ast er.

D o n *t  e x p e ct  c o m pl et e  f ulfill m e nt. It 
will  c o m e  o nl y  i n t h e Ki n g d o m.

W e  t h a n k G o d  f or o ur  p ast ors  w h o  ar e  
pr e a c hi n g  t h e W or d  a n d  pr a cti ci n g  w h at  
t h e y pr e a c h.  W e  pr a y  t h at G o d  will  k e e p  
y o u  str o n g i n t h e f a c e of  t e m pt ati o n, 
s p ar e y o u  dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  a n d g u ar d  
y o u  a g ai nst  t e m pt ati o n.

Y o u  k n o w,  I' v e f o u n d o ut  Mi n ni e  is v er y  v al u a bl e — s h e's a  
p ur e br e d  G er m a n  s h e p h er d. "

A  f e eli n g of  s a d n ess,  mi x e d  wit h  h o p e,  fill e d t h e h e arts  of  t h e 
f a mil y, as  t h e y e a c h  pr a y e d  d ail y  a b o ut  t h eir sit u ati o n.  " L or d,  
w e  w a nt  t o t h a n k y o u  f or pr o vi di n g  t his d o g  f or o ur  f a mil y, e v e n  
if it w as  o nl y  f or a  littl e w hil e.  Pl e as e  l et Mi n ni e  st a y wit h  us,  
b ut  o nl y  if it's y o ur  will/ *  pr a y e d  M ot h er  as  s h e w as h e d  t h e 
dis h es.  A  tr u c k p ull e d  i nt o t h e dri v e w a y.  Mi n ni e  g a v e  h er  us u al  
"s o m e b o d y's  h er e,'  b ar k  a n d  t h e n p olit el y  w ait e d  f or t h e s h o p 
d o or  t o o p e n.

A  m a n  a n d  his  wif e  a n d  c hil dr e n  c a m e  t hr o u g h t h e s h o p  d o or.  
" T o b y! "  t h e c hil dr e n  cri e d,  as  t h e y p ett e d  t h e d o g.  S h e  p olit el y  
w ait e d  f or t h e m t o fi nis h p etti n g  h er  a n d  t h e n w e nt  o v er  t o K urt  
a n d  s at d o w n  b esi d e  hi m.

" W ell, it l o o ks li k e T o b y's  m a d e  h er  o w n  c h oi c e.  W e  j ust 
w a nt e d  t o s e e if s h e' d  c o m e  b a c k  wit h  us  willi n gl y.  W e  w a nt e d  
t o m a k e  s ur e s h e h a d  a  g o o d  h o m e,  t o o, " s ai d t h e m a n.

" W e  s ur e d o  e nj o y  h a vi n g  h er  as  a  p art  of  o ur  f a mil y. S h e's  
a  g o o d  w at c h d o g  a n d  is v er y  w ell  b e h a v e d.  S h e's as  l o y al as  y o u  
c o ul d  e v er  as k  f or, " b e a m e d  K urt,  s cr at c hi n g  Mi n ni e's  e ars.

M ot h er  s a w t h e tr u c k p ull  o ut  as  F at h er  a n d  Mi n ni e  c a m e  
r u n ni n g t o w ar d t h e h o us e.  T h e  b o ys  l o o k e d u p  fr o m t h eir aft er 
s c h o ol s n a c k as  Et h er  s ai d  j o yf ull y, * lW e  g et  t o k e e p  Mi n ni e!  
S h e  r e all y is o ur  d o g  n o w! "  J a y a n d  N at e  l et o ut  a  c h e er.

M ot h er  s mil e d a n d  s ai d, " G o d  k n e w  t h at w e  n e e d e d  a n ot h er  
d o g  aft er  B uff y  di e d.  Mi n ni e  w as  gi v e n  t o us  b y  G o d. "  Mi n ni e  
b ar k e d  t wi c e, w a g g e d  h er  t ail, a n d  e v er y o n e  l a u g h e d t o g et h er.

" A n d m y  G o d  will  m e et  all y o ur  n e e ds  a c c or di n g  t o his  
gl ori o us  ri c h es i n C hrist  J es us " ( P hil. 4: 1 9,  NI V).

it al w a ys  k e pt  its dist a n c e.  T h e  t a bl e s cr a ps  dis a p p e ar e d,  b ut  t h e 
d o g  l o o k e d w e a k er  a n d  m or e  g a u nt  as  t h e w e at h er  b e c a m e  bitt er

■• O n e  d a y,  F at h er  w as  o utsi d e  s plitti n g w o o d  w h e n  t h e d o g  

a p p e ar e d.  " Y o u  p o or  t hi n g; y o u'r e  s o t hi n y o u  c a n  h ar dl y  c ast  
a s h a d o w, " s ai d F at h er,  t al ki n g q ui etl y  a n d  s o ot hi n gl y t o t h e 
d o g,  m a ki n g  n o  s u d d e n  m o v es.  Gr a d u all y  t h e G er m a n  s h e p h er d 
i n c h e d cl os er;  w h e n  s h e w as  wit hi n  r e a c h, F at h er  q ui c kl y  p ut  
o ut  his  h a n d  a n d t o u c h e d h er  s h o ul d er. S h e  y el p e d  l o u dl y, 
j u m pi n g b a c k,  a n d  t h e n s e e m e d t o b e  w ei g hi n g  h er  d e cisi o n.  I n 
a  f e w mi n ut es  s h e r et ur n e d, e vi d e ntl y  d e ci di n g  s h e  h a d  gri e v e d  
f or h er  "l ost  f a mil y " l o n g e n o u g h,  a n d  it w as  ti m e t o g et  o n  wit h  
li vi n g. Fr o m  t h e n o n  s h e f oll o w e d F at h er  e v er y w h er e  h e  w e nt.  
T h e  b o ys  w er e  o v erj o y e d  t o h a v e  a  d o g  a g ai n.

" Y es, s h e is a  w ell- b e h a v e d  d o g.  S h e's  a  str a y, b ut  s h e h as  
v er y  l a d yli k e m a n n ers/'  F at h er  t ol d o n e  of  his  c ust o m ers.  u W e  
c all  h er  Mi n ni e. "

" W e  c all e d  h er  T o b y.  S h e  w as  o ur  d o g,  b ut  w e  w er e  m o vi n g  
i nt o t h e cit y  a n d  di d n't  t hi n k it w o ul d  b e  f air t o h er  as s h e's 
al w a ys  b e e n  a  c o u ntr y  d o g, "  s ai d t h e c ust o m er. u W e  f o u n d a  
g o o d  h o m e  f or h er  o n  a f ar m a b o ut  2 0  mil es  a w a y.  S h e  m ust  
h a v e  c o m e  b a c k  tr yi n g t o fi n d us  a n d  w e' d  m o v e d. n

F at h er  br o k e  t h e n e ws  t o t h e f a mil y. M ot h er  s ai d,  " O h,  K urt,  
d o  y o u  t hi n k t h e ot h er  f a mil y will  w a nt  h er  b a c k ?  S h e's  a  p art  
of  t h e f a mil y n o w. "

J a y a n d N at e  s cr at c h e d Mi n ni e's  e ars a n d cri e d, " D o w e  
r e all y h a v e  t o gi v e  h er  u p ?  S h e's  o ur  d o g  n o w! "
." S h e's n ot  r e all y o ur  d o g;  w e  j ust f o u n d h er, "  s ai d F at h er.  
B w e'll  j ust h a v e  t o w ait  a n d  s e e w h at  t h e ot h er  f a mil y d e ci d es.
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D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2 
p a y m e n L

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1 yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.
[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  

Or e g o n,  Dli n ois  
N o n pr o Ht  Or g.

PI C T U R E  
T HI S!

・ ・ ・  a s  w e  ar e  g etti n g
J r e a d y f or o ur  n e w 松  

A B C  vi d e o.

S u b s cri pti o n  E x pir ati o n s

T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e nlifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n.  If t h e n u m b er  is 9 3. 0,it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
a  J u n e,  J ul y,  e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b cri n  k e e pi n g  t a bs o n his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.
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T h e
E di t o r 's
O pi ni o n

T his  is a  pi ct ur e  of  si n c er e r e p e nt a n c e of  t h e b eli e vi n g  r e m n a nt 
of  Isr a el w hi c h  w as  s a dl y missi n g  at  J es us,  first c oi ni n g.  At  t his 
ti m e, t h e f o u nt ai n t h at fl o ws fr o m C al v ar y  is o p e n e d  f or t h e 
"i n h a bil a nis of  J er us al e m f or si n a n d  l or u n cl e a n n ess "  ( 1 3: 1). 
" A n d  s o  all  Isr a el s h all b e  s a v e d "— all  t w el v e tri b es, di e  b eli e v 
i n g r e m n a nt wit hi n  t h e w h ol e  n ati o n  ( R o m. 1 1 : 2 6).

H o w e v er,  b ef or e  Isr a el is r est or e d t o G o d  i n a c o v e n a nt  
r el ati o ns hi p, s h e will  g o  t hr o u g h a  p urif yi n g  pr o c ess  i n w hi c h  
t w o t hir ds of  h er  p e o pl e  p eris h,  a n d  o n e  t hir d is s a v e d ( Z e e、  

1 3: 8,  9).  T his  p eri o d  of  u n pr e c e d e nt e d  s uff eri n g ( D ail. 1 2: 1),  
w hi c h  J es us c all e d * * gr c al tri b ul ati o n " ( M alt. 2 4: 2 1),  is als o  
c all e d  "t h e  ti m e of  J a c o b's (Isr a el's] tr o u bl e”  (J er. 3 0: 7).  A p p ar 
e ntl y  its m ai n  p ur p os e  is t o s h o w Isr a el h er  d e e p  n e e d  of  h er  
M essi a h  w hi c h  h er  a n c est ors  cr u cifi e d  n e arl y  2 0 0 0  y e ars  a g o.  
T h e  i nf a m o us a n b e hrist  will  d e c ei v e  t h e n ati o n  a n d  m a k e  a n  
a gr e e m e nt wit h  Isr a el w hi c h  h e  br e a ks.  O n e  is r e mi n d e d of  
J es us' w or ds  t o t h e J e ws, "I  a m  c o m e  i n m y  F at h er's  n a m e,  a n d  
y e  r e c ei v e m e  n ot:  if a n ot h er  s h all c oi n c  i n his  o w n  n a m e,  hi m  
y e  will  r e c ei v e " (J o h n 5: 4 3).

J es us' W ar ni n g

A  M essi a h  l h ai n e e ds  n e o n  si g ns a n d  a d v erlis e m c nts  of  m e n  
c o ul d  h ar dl y  b e  s eri o usl y  c o nsi d er e d  G o d's  a n oi nt e d  o n e.  As  w c  
wit n ess  t h e " S c h n e ers o n S y n dr o m e "  w e  i n a y  s af el y c o n cl u d e  
t h at it is j ust a n ot h er  e pis o d e  i n a  l o n g list of  m essi a ni c  pr et e n d 
ers  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  a n d  h a v e  d e c ei v e d  m a n y.  S c h n e er-  
s o n will  l e a v e b e hi n d  a  m ultit u d e  of  disill usi o n e d  f oll o w ers.

B ut  is n,t t his e x a ctl y  w h at  o ur  L or d  pr e di ct e d  w o ul d  h a p p e n  
i n t h e e n d  ti m e ? List e n  t o Hi m:  " T a k e  h e e d  t h at n o  m a n  d e c ei v e  
y o u.  F or  m a n y  s h all c o m e  i n m y  n a m e,  s a yi n g, I a m  C hrist;  a n d  
s h all d e c ei v e  m a n y. ... A n d  m a n y  f als e pr o p h ets  s h all ris e, a n d  
s h all d e c ei v e  m a n y "  ( M alt. 2 4: 4, 5, 1 1).  O ur  h e arts  g o  o ut  i o all,  
J e w a n d G e ntil e  ali k e, w h o  ar e st u m bli n g al o n g i n s pirit u al  
i g n or a n c e n ot  k n o wi n g  t h at a  S a vi or  h as  di e d  f or tli e m a n d  b e eff  
r ais e d f or t h eir j ustifi c ati o n (J o h n 3: 1 6;  R o m.  4: 2 5).

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

I L L B O A R D S A L O N G  I S R A E L' S hi g h w a ys,  
y ell o w  n e o n  si g ns m o u nt e d  o n  c ars, a n d gl oss y  
p ost ers  sl a p p e d o n  cit y  w alls  a n n o u n c e,  " Pr e p ar e  
f or t h e c oi ni n g  of  t h e M essi a h. "  A p p ar e ntl y,  t his 

s u bj e ct is g etti n g  q uit e  a  bit  of  att e nti o n  t h es e d a ys  i n Isr a el.
T h e  c a m p ai g n  w as  b e g u n  b y  f oll o w ers of  N e w  Y or k- b as e d  

R a b bi  M e n a c h e m  M e n d el  S c h n c crs o n,  9 0,  w h o  b eli e v e  t h eir 
c h aris m ati c  l e a d er is t h e M essi a h  a n d  will  s o o n c o m e  t o Isr a el.

It h as  s et  off  aii g cr  b et w e e n  ri v al ullr a- Ort h o d o x  J e wis h s e cts 
a n d  h as  b e c o m e  t h e s u bj e ct of  T V  t al k s h o ws a n d  n e ws p a p er  
arti cl es.

S c h n e crs o n,  t h e gr a n d  r a b bi of  t h e L u b a vit c h  H asi di c  s e el, 
h as  s ai d t h e M essi a h  is c oi ni n g  s o o n, a n n o u n ci n g,  " T h e  ti m e of  
r e d e m pti o n h as  arri v e d. " H e  h as  n ot  cl ai m e d t o b e  t h e R e 
d e e m er,  b ut  h as  n ot  dis c o ur a g e d  Ui e  i d e a eit h er.  I n a d diti o n, a  
milli o n  p a m p hl ets h a v e b e e n distri b ut e d  a n n o u n ci n g t h at 
M essi a h's  arri v al is i m mi n e nt.

S a d  t o s a y, M essi a h  h as  alr e a d y  c o m e, a n d Isr a el i n h er  
bli n d n ess  di d  n ot  r e c o g ni z e Hi m.  As  it is writt e n,  * * H e  c ai n e  u nt o  
his  o w n,  a n d  his  o w n  r e c ei v e d hi m  n ot "  (J o h n 1: 1 1).

M essi a h  w as  r ej e ct e d b y  His  br et hr e n  a n d  w as  t ur n e d o v er  t o 
t h e R o m a ns  f or cr u cifi xi o n.  T h e  J e ws c h os e  C e as ar  o v er  t h eir 
M essi a h.  T h e y  will  r e m ai n i n s pirit u al d ar k n ess  as  a  n ati o n  u ntil  
t h e c h ur c h  is c o m pl et e d.  * * A  p arti al  bli n d n ess  h as  h a p p e n e d  t o 
Isr a el u ntil  t h e f ul n ess of  t h e G e ntil es  h as  c o m e  i n " ( R o m. 1 1: 2 5,  
N A S B).  Y es,  w h e n  t h e c h ur c h  is c o m pl et e d,  G o d  will  t ur n t o His  
w a y w ar d  wif e  (Isr a el, Is a. 5 4: 5; J er. 3: 1 4),  a n d fi nis h h er  
r e d e m pti v e pl a n  w hi c h  w as  i nt err u pt e d w h e n  s h e  r ej e ct e d G o d's  
o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  as  h er  Ki n g.

W h e n  t h e J e ws l o o k u p o n  C hrist  at  His  s e c o n d  c oi ni n g,  t h e y 
will  as k Hi m  a q u esti o n,  " W h at ar e t h es e w o u n ds  i n t hi n e 
h a n ds ? "  J es us will  a ns w er:  ' T h os e wit h  w hi c h  I w as  w o u n d e d  
i n t h e h o us e  of  m y  fri e n ds " ( Z e c h. 1 3: 6).  W h e n  t h e y l o o k u p o n  
Hi m  " w h o m t h e y h a v e  pi er c e d, "  t h e r e m n a nt of  Isr a el will  
" m o u m  f or hi m  as  o n e  m o u m et h  f or his  o nl y  s o n "  ( Z e c h. 1 2: 1 0).
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O n e  Y e ar,  
T w o  Y e ars,  

T hr e e  y e ars.
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D a n g er o us  F o c us
D a vi d  Ri c h ert

T h e  Gift  of  L a n g u a g es
Si d  H at c h

-— V ol.  8 2,  N o. 3  
F e br u ar y,  M ai c h,  1 9 9 3

S hi p wr e c k
N a n c y  R a n ki n

B e y o n d  t h e V a nit y  of  
E art hl y  Gr e at n ess
Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n

F or gi v e n
F.  L.  A usti n

C hi l d r e n 's  P a g e

M or e  Bl ess e d
S us a n  L a p p

Isr a el a n d  t h e C h ur c h —  
T w o  S e p ar at e  Gr o u ps  
H ollis  P artl o w e

E dit or:
Ass o ci at e  E dit or:
M a k e- u p  E dit or:
T y p es ett er:
Pr o ofr e a d er:
C o ntri b uti n g  E dit ors:

M a n's  L o n gi n g  f or P e a c e  
a n d  S e c urit y
Li nf or d  W.  M o or e

“ T o  t h e T o p  of  t h e Hill  a n d
T h e  V all e y  B el o w "
E d  G oit

C o v er  pi ct ur e  b y  P a ul  A.  

N e w ell,  Or e g o n,  I L.

T h e  L or d's  S u p p er
R e x  C ai n

A  T e m p est  i n a  T e a p ot ?
Willi a m  W a c ht el

B i b l e S t u d y

T errit ori al  D o m ai n  of  t h e
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d
D el b ert  R a n ki n

S u c c ess ?  H a p pi n ess ?
E.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n 
pr ofit  C hristi a n  c or p or ati o n  l o c at e d at 1 3 1  N.  T hir d  
St.,  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 6 1 0 6 1.  T h e  H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x 
ti m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R e s h t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es: t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  di e  H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  
( A cts 1: 8);  J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  
( M att. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6) ：  t h e 
m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar  
r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A c(s 1: 1 1). a n d  lif e o nl y  t hr o u g h hi m  
( C ol. 3: 3);  t h e lit er al r cs urr e cli o n of  l h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 5 3. 5 4);  t h e d estr u cti o n  ofl h e  wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);  
l h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2), t h e c h ur c h  
t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi  m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  a n d  Isr a el t o b e  
m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 6 0: 1- 3);  l h e 
^r estit uti o n  of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n b y  
l h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w orl d  
b e g a n ”  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  Il als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e n
t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8).  a n d  a  c o ns e cr ai e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  t o s al v ati o n.

W e  M ust  B e  B or n  A g ai n
J a m es  M attis o n

H ollis  P artl o w e  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  

M ar k  C ai n 
B e c k y  H all  

B ai b ar a  L a n dr y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k,  

S us a n  L a p p.  Dr.  Al v a  G.  H ui Y er.  
D el b ert  J o n es.  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  

G or d o n  I- aii dr y 
M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c k y  H all.  T erri

Ts c h a e n nj u d y  M y ers,  H arr y  M c Mi n n

Pr er e q uisit e  t o T e a c hi n g —  
A  Pr o p er  Attit u d e
Di c k  El dr e d

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns  b e gi n  wit h  
t h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n f ull- y e ar 
s u bs cri pti o ns a!  a n y  tii n e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2 w h e n  c or 
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n.

T H E

D E S TI T U TI O N
1 X U E R A L D

A  A V ol  R ?  N n  3

S U B S C RI P TI O N S

S 1 2  
S 2 1  

$ 3 0



D a n g er o us  F o c us

N o a h  b e c a m e  a

fr e a k. N o a h

b e c a m e  a

s o ci al  o ut c a st.
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T

b y  P ast or  D a vi d  Ri c h ert  
E d e n  V all e y,  M N

H E  S M A L L  VI L L A G E  w as  b u z z 
i n g will!  a cti vit y.  J ust li k e a n y  oili er  
m or ni n g,  p e o pl e  c o ul d b e f o u n d 
gri n di n g  c o m or  f e e di n g t h e a ni 

m als.  C hil dr e n  pl a y e d  i n tli c str e ets as t h e m e n  
g at h er e d  at  t h e cit y  g at e  t o dis c uss  p oliti cs  a n d  
s ol v e di e  w orl d,s  pr o bl e ms.  N o  o n e  h e e d e d  t h e 
h urri c a n e  w ar ni n gs.  Aft er  all,  n o n e  of  t h e oili er  
r u m ors e v er  c a m e  tr u e. T h e  o nl y  h urri c a n e  e v er  
r e m e m b er e d i n t h e vill a g e  w as  fr o m its ol d est  
r esi d e nt. B ut  t h e y l a u g h e d at  his  st ori es,  t elli n g of  
m ass  d estr u cti o n  a n d  l oss of  lif e. T h e y  c o ul d n't  
fi n d di e  ol d  m a n,  pr o b a bl y  off  i nt o t h e m o u nt ai ns  
witli  his  f a mil y a g ai n.  T h e y  s c off e d  at his  n ai v et e.  
S u c h  st ori es! S u c h  n o ns e ns e!

B y  t h at aft er n o o n  t h e l a u g hi n g h a d  st o p p e d.  
T h e  littl e vill a g e  w as  b ei n g  t or n a p art  b y  u n b e 
li e v a bl e wi n ds  a n d t orr e nti al r ai ns. M u dsli d es  
a n d fl o o di n g s o o n f oll o w e d, l e a vi n g i n t h eir 
w a k e  d e at h  a n d  d estr u cti o n.  W h er e  o n c e  l a u g h
t er a n d  s c offi n g r a n fr e e, w aili n g  a n d  s cr e a mi n g 
c o ul d  b e  h e ar d.  " H o w  c o ul d  t his b e ? "  t h e y w o ul d  
as k.  "It  w as  s o  u n e x p e ct e d,t h e y  e x cl ai m e d.  T h e  
ol d  m a n  a g ai n  e nt er e d  t h e vill a g e  wit h  his  f a mil y 
i n l o w. S h a ki n g  his  h e a d,  h e  a d m o nis h e d t h e m 
f or n ot  list e ni n g t o his  st ori es— his  n o ns e ns e.

It's i nt er esti n g t o w at c h  h o w  p e o pl e  r e a ct l o 
n e ws  of  i m mi n e nt c at astr o p h e.  Ti m e  h as  a  w a y  of  
d e a d e ni n g  o ur  c o ns ci e n c es  a n d  r efl e x es w h e n  it 
c o m es  t o s af el y.  T his  is es p e ci all y  tr u e f or p e o pl e  
w h o  h a v e  n e v er  g o n e  tlir o u g h a  dis astr o us  e v e nt.  
Li k e  t h e p e o pl e  i n t h e s m all vill a g e,  w e  t e n d i o 
l a u g h at w ar ni n gs  a n d  b e c o m e  m or e  a n d  m or e  
c ar el ess  wit h  o ur  li v es.

T h e  Bi bl e  w ar ns  of  t erri bl e ti m es t o c o m e.  
A g ai n  a n d a g ai n w e  r e a d i n t h e S cri pt ur es  of  
h orri bl e  c o ns e q u e n c es  t o m a n's  si ns. L eft  u n 
c h e c k e d,  m a n  w o ul d  d estr o y  t h e e art h  a n d  e v er y

i n cli n ati o n of  his  h e art  w o ul d  b e c o m e  e vil  all  t h e 
ti m e. T his  is w h y  a  l o n g ti m e a g o  G o d  s e nt  a  fl o o d. 
T his  is als o  w h y  H e  h as  s ai d t h at H e  will  cl e a ns e  
di e  e art h  a g ai n,  b ut  t his ti m e wit h  fir e. B ut  a g ai n  
p e o pl e  will  s c off at r e p e at e d w ar ni n gs.  P ci er  
st at es it w ell.  H e  s ai d, " First of  all, y o u  m ust  
u n d erst a n d  t h at i n t h e l ast d a ys  s c off ers will  
c o m e,  s c offi n g a n d  f oll o wi n g di eir  o w n  e vil  d e 
sir es. T h e y  will  s a y, 4 W h er e  is t his c oi ni n g h e  
pr o mis e d ?  E v er  si n c e  o ur  f at h ers di e d,  e v er y  tili n g 
g o es  o n  as  it h as  si n c e t h e b e gi n ni n g of  cr e ati o n'. 
( 1 P et.  3: 3,  4).  B ut  t h e t erri bl e f a ct still r e m ai n ^ ^ 

G o d  will  cl e a ns e  t h e e art h  wit h  fir e. S o  l et us  l o o k 
d e e p er  i nt o w h at  c o n diti o ns will  aris e — a n d i n 
f a ct ar e  arisi n g — t o bri n g  a b o ut  t his pr o p h esi e d  
c at astr o p h e.

I n M att h e w  2 4: 3 7- 3 9  J es us s ai d, * * As  it w as  i n 
t h e d a ys  of  N o a h,  s o  will  it b e  at  t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e 
S o n  of  M a n.  F or  i n tli c d a ys  b ef or e  t h e H o o d,  
p e o pl e  w er e  e ati n g  a n d  dri n ki n g,  m arr yi n g  a n d  
gi vi n g  i n m arri a g e,  u pt o  t h e d a y  N o a h  e nt er e d  t h e 
ar k; a n d t h e y k n e w  n ot hi n g  a b o ut w h at  w o ul d  
h a p p e n  u ntil  Hi e  fl o o d c a m e a n d t o o k t h e m all  
a w a y.  T h at  is h o w  it will  b e  at  t h e c o mi n g  of  tli c 
S o n  of M a n. "  M osl  p e o pl e  l o o ki n g at  t his p ass a g e  
will  t hi n k of  t h e " e ati n g a n d  dri n ki n g,  m arr yi n g  
a n d  gi vi n g  i n m arri a g e''  as  s o m et hi n g  si nist er  a n d  
e vil.  P er h a ps  it w as,  b ut  s o m et hi n g  m or e  pr o mi 
n e nt  is b ei n g  s ai d h er e.  S elf- a bs or pti o n!

I n t h e d a ys  of  N o a h,  p e o pl e  w er e  o nl y  c o n 
c er n e d  a b o ut  Ui c ms el v es.  T h e y  c ar e d  n ot hi n g  f or 
otli ers'  ri g hts or  f or ot h ers'  c o mf ort.  At  a n y  pri c e  
Ui c y  w o ul d  g ai n  f or ili e ms el v cs w h at  l o o k e d g o o d  
or  f elt g o o d.  T h e y  at e  a n d  dr a n k  w h e n,  w h er e,  a n d  
h o w e v er  m u c h  Ui e y  pl e as e d.  T h e y  w er e  m arri c 加  
a n d  gi v e n  i n m arri a g e  l o a n y o n e  t h e y s a w a v ai n P  
a bl e. G o d  w as  s o o n l eft o ut  of  t h e d e cisi o n 
m a ki n g  pr o c ess,  a n d  t h e w orl d  gr e w  m or e  b e a u-



Wit h o ut  t h e g o dl y  e x a m pl e  of  p ar e nts,

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  1 2)
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M a n's  L o n gi n g  f or 
, P e a c e a n d  S e c urit y

b y  P ast or  Li nf or d  W.  M o or e,  
W at erl o o,  I A.

Wit h  t his s elf- a bs or b e d  attit u d e,  it is n't 
t o o h ar d  t o s e e w h y  t h e p e o pl e  w er e  s o 
s ur pris e d b y  t h e fl o o di n g of  t h e e art h.  
T h e y  w er e  bli n d e d  t o t h e t hi n gs of  G o d.  
T h e y  h a d  m ost  li k el y h e ar d  n ot hi n g  fr o m 
h e a v e n  f or a  v er y  l o n g Li m e  a n d  e v e n  if 
t h e y di d,  t h e y pr o b a bl y  r e as o n e d it all  
a w a y  as  t o c oi n ci d e n c e.  S o  as  t h e y w e nt  
o n  wit h  t h eir e v er y d a y li v es, s u d d e nl y 
a n d u n e x p e ct e dl y  t h e fl o o ds c a m e a n d  
s w e pt t h e m a w a y.  Lif e  w as  s n uff e d o ut.

T h e  r e al s c ar y  t hi n g a b o ut  all  of  t his is 
t h at hist or y  is r e p e ati n g its elf. I n t h e 
B o o k  of  Ti m ot h y,  P a ul  gi v es  us  a l o o k 
i nt o t h e f ut ur e: " B ut  m ar k  t his; t h er e will  
b e  t erri bl e ti m es i n t h e l ast d a ys.  P e o pl e  
will  b e  l o v ers of  di e ms el v es,  l o v ers of  
m o n e y,  b o astf ul,  pr o u d,  a b usi v e,  dis o b e-

r el u m of  his  L or d  a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  G o d's  
Ki n g d o m  o n  t h e e art h t o bri n g  a b o ut et er n al  
p e a c e  a n d  s e c urit y.  ( S e e L u k e  2 1: 2 7, 2 8  a n d  Ps a.  
7 2: 7.)

I n f a ct, t h e v er y  e x pr essi o n  "t h e l ast d a ys "  
t a k es us  b e y o n d  t h e j u d g m e nt a n d  i n cl u d es t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  I n t his arti cl e  w e  will  b e  e x a m 
i ni n g Is ai a h 2: 1- 4  a n d  Mi c a h  4: 1- 4  a n d  e m p h a 
si zi n g  t h at a  gr e at  ti m e of  p e a c e  is i n st or e  f or t his 
e art h  u n d er  t h e r ei gii of  Ki n g  J es us.

W e  n ot e  first, t h e n, t h at b ot h  Is ai a h ( v. 2)  a n d  
Mi c a h  ( v. l) us e t h e e x pr essi o n  "i n  t h e l ast d a ys "  
a n d  t h e n writ e  of  t his m ar v el o us  ti m e of  p e a c e.  
T his  is t o b e  t h e ti m e of  t h e " mill e ni u m "  w h e n  
C hrist  is t o r ei g n o n  t h e e art h  f or o n e  t h o us a n d 
y e ars  t o p ut  all  e n e mi es  u n d er  His  f e et. ( S e c R e v.  
2 0: 6;  5: 9, 1 0;  aii d  1  C or.  1 5: 2 4- 2 8.) T h e  W y cliff e

di e ntt o  t h eir p ar e nts,  u n gr at ef ul,  u n h ol y "  
( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 2).  P a ul  s e e ms t o b e  d es cri b 
i n g t h e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y. S elf- a bs o q ?-  
ti o n is b e c o mi n g  t h e * *i n  t hi n g. " S o ci et y  is 
pr o m oti n g  si n a n d  d e m oti n g  c h ur c h.  T h e  
W or d  of  G o d  is b e c o mi n g  r ar e, a n d  G o d  
is b ei n g  e x pl ai n e d  a w a y  t hr o u g h e v ol u 
ti o n ar y t h e ori es a n d ot h er s ci e ntifi c  
d o d g es.  I n d e e d, p e o pl e  ar e  b e c o mi n g  t h eir 
o w n  g o ds.  A n d  s o  p e o pl e  i n t his w orl d  g o  
o n  wit h  t h eir e ati n g  a n d  dri n ki n g,  m arr y 
i n g a n d  gi vi n g  i n m arri a g e.  A n d  t h e y will  
c o nti n u e  t his ri g ht u p  u ntil  t h e ti m e w h e n  
t h e e art h  will  b e  d estr o y e d.  T o  m ost  it 
will  b e  u n e x p e ct e d.  T o  m ost  t h es e u n b e 
li e v a bl e pr o p h e ci es  will  b e c o m e  t errif y
i n g tr ut hs.

tif ul i n t h eir e y es t h a n G o d.  N o  l o n g er 
w as  it i m p ort a nt t o as k  G o d's  will  or  t o 
c o ns ult  Hi m  i n a n y  s u bj e ct m att er.  T h e  
sit u ati o n  t h e n si m pl y s n o w b all e d.

c hil dr e n  w o ul d  l e a m t o d e p e n d  e v e n  l ess 
o n  G o d.  H u m a n  n at ur e  w o ul d  b e  t h e 
c at al yst  t o c arr y  m a n  i nt o t ot al d e pr a vit y  
as g e n er ati o n  aft er g e n er ati o n m o v e d  
f art h er a w a y  fr o m t h eir Cr e at or.  S o o n  it 
b e c a m e  t h e s o ci al n o n n  t o u f e el g o o d, "  t o 
si n. N o a h  b e c a m e  a  fr e a k. N o a h  b e c a m e  
a  s o ci al o ut c ast.  His  i d e as w er e  t o o stri ct 
a n d bi n di n g.  T h e  o nl y  g o d t h at tr ul y 
e xist e d  f or t h e p e o pl e  of  t h at ti m e w as  t h e 
h u m a n  i n di vi d u al. T his  p ers o n  w as  c o n 
tr olli n g his  or  h er  o w n  d esti n y,  n o  m att er  
w h at  t h e c ost  t o ot h ers.

A N' S  G R E A T E S T  L O N GI N G  is 
f or p e a c e  a n d  s e c urit y, b ot h  i n t his 
lif e a n d i n t h e et er n al s e ns e. W c  
k n o w  t h at t his l o n gi n g c a n  o nl y  b e  

f ulfill e d i n C hrist.  S o m e  of  o ur  writ ers  h a v e  e m
p h asi z e d  t h e t erri bl e tr o u bl es a n d u n e as y  cir
c u mst a n c es  t h at ar e  t o c o m e  u p o n  t h e e art h  i n 
l,t h e l ast d a ys. "  I n d e e d, t h e S cri pt ur es  s u p p ort 
t h e i d e a t h at "t h e l ast d a ys',  or  t h e " d a y of  t h e 
L o r d " will  b e  gl o o m y  d a ys  of  j u d g m e nt. ( S e e 
J o el 1: 1 5;  2: 1,  2;  Is a. 1 3: 6- 9;  R e v.  6: 1 7.)

T h e  "l ast  d a ys "  will  b e  v er y  u ns ettli n g  t o t h e 
w orl d  a n d  bri n g  q uit e  t h e o p p osit e  of  p e a c e  a n d  
s e c urit y. ( S e e Is a. 2: 1 7- 2 1  a n d  L u k e  2 1: 2 5, 2 6.)  
B ut  t h e C hristi a n  n e e d  n ot  b e  tr o u bl e d b y  t h es e 
e v e nts,  f or h e  fi n ds his  p e a c e  a n d  s e c urit y i n t h e 
L or d.  H e  k n o ws  t h at t h es e e v e nts p ort e n d  t h e



I sr a el i s t o pl a y  a  d o mi n a nt  r ol e i n t hi s

t e a c hi n g ( a s i s t h e c h ur c h).

tr o u bl e d e n d li m es! T h a n k  y o u,  Is ai a b ^ ^
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t h at J es us  w as  b o m  t o b e  " T h e  Pri n c e  of  
P e a c e, "  t o t a k e di e  g o v err u n c ni  " u p o n  
his  s h o ul d er, "  a n d  l o sil  " u p o n  t h e t hr o n e 
of  D a vi d,  a n d  u p o n  his  ki n g d o m,  t o or d er  
it, a n d  t o est a blis h  it wit h  j u d g m e nt a n d  
wit h  j usti c e fr o m h e n c ef ort h  e v e n f or 
e v er *,  (Is a. 9: 6,  7).

A g ai n,  as w c  t hi n k of  J er us al e m as  
b ei n g  t h e c e nt er  of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m,  o ur  
t e xt s a ys,  " All n ati o ns  s h all  fl o w u nt o  il " 
(Is a. 2: 2;  Mi c a h  4: 1).  T h e  w or d  "fl o w ”  is 
t h e s a m e w or d  as str e a m i n J er e mi a h  
3 1: 1 2  a n d c arri es  tli c t h o u g ht of  a r u n
ni n g  str e a m. I n Is ai a h 6 6: 1 2,  1 8,  1 9  t h e

2: 3;  Mi c a h  4: 2).  Wit h  r e g ar d t o t h e p o 
liti c al c e nt er,  o ur  t e xt s a ys,  " O ut  of  Zi o n  
s h all g o  f ort h t h e l a w " (Is a. 2: 3 a n d  
Mi c a h  4: 2).

T h es e  pr e di cti o ns  ar e s u p p ort e d b y  
m a n y  ot h er  s cri pt ur es. C o n c er ni n g  e d u 
c ati o n,  J er e mi a h  5 0  t ells us  t h at "i n  t h os e 
d a ys ... t h e y s h all g o,  a n d  s e e k t h e L o r d  
t h eir G o d. T h e y  s h all as k  t h e w a y  t o Zi o n  
wit h  t h eir f a c es t hit h er w ar d, s a yi n g,  
C o m e,  a n d l et us  j oi n o urs el v es  t o t h e 
L o r d  i n a  p er p et u al  c o v e n a nt "  ( v v. 4, 5).  
T h at  is s p o k e n of  t h e c hil dr e n  of  Isr a el, 
b ut  t h e t e a c hi n g of  t h e Ki n g d o m  s h all 
e xt e n d l o m a n y  G e ntil e  citi es a n d n a 
ti o ns as  w ell.  ( S e e Z e c h. 8: 2 0- 2 3.)  Isr a el 
is t o pl a y  a  d o mi n a nt  r ol e i n t his t e a c hi n g 
( as is t h e c h ur c h).  W e  c a n  o nl y  i m a gi n e 
t h e d e pt h  of  Isr a el's r ol e fr o m s u c h  s cri p
t ur es as  R o m a ns  1 1: 1 5  w h er e  t h e a p ostl e  
as ks  t h e q u esti o n,  * *If  t h e c asti n g  a w a y  of  
t h e m b e  t h e r e c o n cili n g of  t h e w orl d,  
w h at  s h all t h e r e c ei vi n g of  t h e m b e,  b ut  
lif e fr o m t h e d e a d ? "

R e g ar di n g  J er us al e m's b ei n g  t h e p o 
liti c al c a pit al  of  t h e w orl d,  w e  r e m e m b er

Bi bl e  C o ni m e nl ar y  s a ys,  * * W e  m ust  l o o k 
t o t h e li m e of  C hris Cs  r et ur n at  t h e e n d  of  
o ur  pr es e nt  a g e  f or t h e ulli m ai e  f ulfill
m e nt  of  t his pr o p h e c y "  ( p. 6 1 3).

T his  Ki n g d o m  is t o st art at  J er us al e m 
( e v e n as  di d  t h e c h ur c h)  a n d  is t o gr o w  
a n d  s pr e a d o v er  all t h e e art h.  It is t o b e  
li k e a  m ust ar d  s e e d ( M att. 1 3: 3 1, 3 2)  or  
li k e a  st o n e t h at gr o ws  u ntil  it fills "t h e  
w h ol e  e art h "  ( D a n. 2: 3 5, 4 4).

J er us al e m is t o c o nti n u e  as  t h e c e nt er  
of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m  a n d  is l o b e  a  c e nt er  
of  e d u c ati o n as w ell  as t h e p oliti c al  
c a pit al. Wit h  r e g ar d t o e d u c ati o n, o ur

t e xt s a ys,  " M a n y  p e o pl e  s h all  g o  a n d  s a y, 
C o m e  y c,  a n d  l et us  g o  u p  t o t h e m o u n 
t ai n of  t h e L o r d  ... a n d  h e  will  t e a c h us  
of  his  w a ys ... a n d  t h e w or d  of  由 c  L o r d  
[s h all g o  f ort h] fr o m J er us al e m' * (Is a.

G o d's  S pirit  wit h  e q uit y, f air n ess, a n d  
f ait hf ul n ess. ( S e e Is a. 1 1: 1- 5.)  B ut  t o 
bri n g  t h e n ati o ns  u n d er  s u bj e cti o n  it will  
b e  n e c ess ar y  t o "s mit e  t h e e art h  wit h  t h e. 
r o d of  his  m o ut h,  a n d  wit h  t h e br e at h  of —  
his  li ps s h all h e  sl a y t h e wi c k e d "  (Is a. 
1 1: 4). I n d e e d, it will  b e  n e c ess ar y  t o 
" br e a k  t h e m wit h  a  r o d of  ir o n " ( Ps a. 2: 8,  

9).
T h e  t hi n g w c  w a nt  l o r e m e m b er, 

h o w e v er,  is t h at t h e e n d r es ult of  t his 
j u d gi n g a n d  r e b u ki n g is t h at "t h e y s h all 
b e at  t h eir s w or ds i nt o pl o ws h ar es,  a n d  
t h eir s p e ars i nt o pr u ni n g h o o ks:  n ati o n  

s h all n ot  lift u p  s w or d a g ai nst  
n ati o n,  n eitli er  s h all lli e y l e ar n 
w ar  a n y m or e ” (Is a. 2: 4).  T h e  
C o m p a ni o n  Bi bl e  s a ys t h at 
" S w or ds  a n d  s p e ars "  is t h e fi g ur e 

s y n e c d o c h e ( a p a n  f or t h e w h ol e)  t o 
r e pr es e nt all t h e i m pl e m e nts of  w ar  a n d  
t h at " pl o ws h ar es a n d  pr u ni n g h o o ks "  is 
t h e s a m e  fi g ur e f or all  t h e i m pl e m e nts of  
p e a c e.  It b o g gl es  o n e's  mi n d  t o t hi n k 
w h al  t h e billi o ns of  d oll ars s p e nt o n  
w e a p o nr y  c o ul d  d o  i n t h e fi el d of  h e altli,  
e d u c ati o n, a n d t h e g o o d  of  m a n ki n d!  
S u c h  will  b e  a ti m e of  " a b u n d a n c e  
p e a c e "  ( Ps a. 7 2: 7)  a n d  " of  t h e i n cr e as e 
... p e a c e  t h er e s h all b e  n o  e n d "  (Is a. 9: 7).

"J e h o v a h will  i m p os e his  r ul e u p o n  
t h e e art h  a n d  c o m p el  t h e n ati o ns  t o pr a c-  
li c ej usti c e a n d  f air n ess t o w ar d e a c h  ot h er.  
T h er e  will  t h er ef or e b e  n o  i nt er n ati o n al 
strif e,  n o  a g gr ess or  n ati o ns;  all  c o u ntri es  
will  d w ell t o g et h er i n p e a c e " ( T h e 
W y cliff e  Bi bl e  C o m m e nt ar y,  p.  6 1 3).

T h e  pr o p h et  Mi c a h  a d ds  o n e  littl e b ut  
p o w erf ul  t h o u g ht l o w h at  is writt e n  i n 
Is ai a h w hi c h  s p e a ks v ol u m es  a b o ut  t h e 
p e a c e  a n d  s e c urit y w hi c h  will  b e  o urs  i n 
G o d's  Ki n g d o m.  " T h e y s h all sit e v er y  
m a n  u n d er his  vi n e  a n d  u n d er  his  fi g tr e e; 
a n d  n o n e  s h all m a k e  t h e m afr ai d "  ( Mi
c a h  4: 4).  T his  w as  t h e v er y  e x pr essi o n  
us e d  t o d es cri b e  S ol o m o n's  r ei g n of  p e a c e  
aft er  D a vi d's  ( di e m a n  of  w ar)  c o n q u est  
of  all L h c  s urr o u n di n g n ati o ns.  ( S e e 1 
Ki n gs  4: 2 5.)  It s p e a ks of  t h e m ost  pr os 
p er o us  tr a n q uilit y, e v erl asti n g p e a c e,  a n d  
j o y. W h al  a bl ess e d  li m e l h al will  b e!  
H o w  s u c h a  h o p e  c a n  s ust ai n us  i n t h es e _

pr o p h et  s p e a ks of  (li e gl or y  of  t h e G e n 
til es fl o wi n g i nt o Isr a el li k e a fl o wi n g 
str e a m; t h er e will  b e  b ot h  a  c o mi n g  u p  
l o J er us al e m t o l e ar n t h e w a y  of  G o d  a n d  
a s e n di n g o ut fr o m J er us al e m t o l h e 

G e ntil es  t h e 
k n o wl e d g e  
of  山 e L or d.  
E v e nt u al  l y 
"l h e e art h  

s h all b e  f ull of  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  l h e 
L o r d , as  t h e w at ers  c o v er  l h e s e a " (Is a. 
1 1: 9).

F urt h er,  t h er e is a  d efi nit e  c o n n e cti o n  
b et w e e n  t his l e ar ni n g t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  
t h e L or d  a n d t h e ri g ht e o us li vi n g a n d  
p e a c e  t h at will  r es ult fr o m it. St u d y  t h at 
li n k i n Is ai a h 1 1 : 9; Ps al m  7 2: 7;  a n d  Is ai a h 
3 2: 1 5- 1 8.  T h e  l att er t e xt st at es t h at "l h e  
w or k  of  ri g ht e o us n ess s h all b e  p e a c e;  
a n d  t h e eff e ct  of  ri g ht e o us n ess q ui et n ess  
a n d ass ur a n c e f or e v er. " M a n's  d e e p  
l o n gi n g f or p e a c e  a n d  s e c urit y will  o nl y  
b e  s atisfi e d i n G o d's  gr e at  Ki n g d o m.

T h es e  t hi n gs ar e  t o c o m e  a b o ut  u n d er  
C hrist's  r ei g n. B ut  m a n  a n d  h u m a n  g o v 
er n m e nts  will  n ot  gi v e  u p  t h eir a ulli oril y  
e asil y.  T h at  is w h y  o ur  t e xt s a ys  of  J es us,  
l* H e  s h all  j u d g e a m o n g  t h e n ati o ns,  a n d  
s h all r e b u k e m a n y  p e o pl e "  (Is a. 2: 4;  
Mi c a h  4: 3).

J a mi es o n,  F a uss et,  a n d  Br o w n,  i n t h eir 
C o m m e nt ar y  o n  l h e W h ol e  Bi bl e,  s a y 
of  t h e w or d  "j u d g e "  t h at J es us will  b e  " a  
s o v er ei g n  u m pir e,  s ettli n g  all  c o nir o v cr-  
si es " ( p. 5 0 7).  T his  will  H e  d o  u n d er

a n d Mi c a h.  T h a n k  y o u,  H e a v e nl y  F a 
t h er. T h a n k  y o u,  J es us. A m e n.  « n
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b y  Willi a m  W a c ht el  
W e n at c h e e,  W A

or d ai n  w o m e n  t o t h e pri est h o o d.  E v er  si n c e t h e 
E n glis h  C h ur c h  br o k e  wit h  t h e p a p a c y  a n d  R o m a n  
C at h oli cis m  4 5 8  y e ars  a g o, o nl y  m al es  c o ul d b e  
or d ai n e d  pri ests,  asisstill  tr u e i n t h e R o m a n  C h ur c h.  
T h er e  ar e oili er  c h ur c h gr o u ps  als o, s u c h as di e  
Gr e e k  a n d R ussi a n  Ort h o d o x  C h ur c h es  a n d t h e 
M o n n o n  C h ur c h,  w hi c h  h a v e  t h e s a m e p oli c y  r e
g ar di n g  a n  all- m al e  pri est h o o d.

Ti m e  d es cri b es  t h e c o nst er n ati o n  t h at s e e ms t o 
b e  gri p pi n g  m a n y  A n gli c a ns  a n d  E pis c o p ali a ns  at  
t his a b o ut-f a c e  n o w  c o nfr o nti n g  t h e m. M a n y  of  

t h e m f e el t h at J es us di d  n ot  a ut h ori z e  s u c h a n  
offi c e  f or w o m e n,  a n d  t h at w o m e n  

w h o  s e e k  t o b e  pri ests  ar e  o ut  of  
or d er.

T o  t h os e w h o  k n o w  a n d  
b eli e v e  w h al  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  s a ys 

a b o ut  t h e C hristi a n  pri estli o o d,  all  t h e 
f uss s e e ms li k e t h e pr o v er bi al

, A T e m p est  i n a  T e a p ot ?

R ef o n n ers,  a n d  it s e e ms  str a n g e  i n d e e d t h at L h os e  
w h o  cl ai m t o b e  h eirs  of  t h e R ef or m ati o n  s h o ul d 
i g n or e it!

T h e  pr o bl e m,  of  c o urs e,  h as  its ori gi ns  i n t h e d e v el 
o p m e nts  t h at o c c urr e d  i n C hrisli aiiil y  aft er  t h e a p ostl es  
di e d.  D uri n g  t h e s e c o n d a n d t hir d c e nt uri es c ert ai n  
c h ur c h  el d ers  l o o k u p o n  t h e ms el v es a  n e w  offi c e  of  
" bis h o p. "  (I n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  a n d  d uri n g  t h e first 
c e nt ur y t h e offi c e  of  bis h o p,  el d er,  or  p ast or  w as  
i d e nti c al.) T h e  n e w  " bis h o ps " e x alt e d  t h e ms el v es 
as  l e a d ers o v er  t h e e ntir e  c h ur c h 一 a  l e a d ers hi p t h at 
w as  n ot  m er el y  t h at of  e x a m pl e  ( 1 P et.  5: 3)  b ut  
r at h er t h at of  l or ds hi p a n d  c o m p ulsi o n.  Al  t his 
ti m e als o t h er e ar os e t h e disti n cti o n  b et w e e n  
“ cl er g y "  a n d  "l ait y, ”  a  disti n cti o n  t h at is b ot h  
f or ei g n t o N e w  T est a m e nt  t e a c hi n g a n d  
ali e n  t o t h e s pirit  of  C hrist!  Itis s a d  t o s e e 
h o w  f ar-r e a c hi n g h as  b e e n  t h e d e p ar 
t ur e fr o m t h e W or d  of  G o d!  s
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p

c h a pt er  of  a  b o o k  

w hi c h  Di c k  El dr e d

W e  a nti ci p at e  t h e 

fi ni s h e d pr o d u ct.

b y  P ast or  Di c k  El dr e d  
Bl a n c h ar d,  MI

i s writi n g  o n  h o w  

t o t e a c h d o ctri n e.

l,L et  n ot  m a n y  of  y o u  b e c o m e  t e a c h ers, 

m y  br et hr e n,  k n o wi n g t h at as  s u c h w e  

s h all i n c ur a  stri ct er  j u d g m e nt. "

— a m es  3: 1

A U L  HI T  T H E  N AI L  o n  di e  h e a d  
w h e n  h e  s ai d, "I L h aii k  Clirist  J es us 
o ur  L or d,  w h o  h as  str e n gt h e n e d  m e,  
b e c a us e  H e  c o nsi d er e d  i n c f ait hf ul, 

p utti n g  m e  i nt o s er vi c e " ( 1 Ti m.  1: 1 2).
W h at  a  pri vil e g e  it is t o b e  c all e d  of  G o d  t o h el p  

ot h ers  u n d erst a n d  His  W or d.  Wit h  t h at pri vil e g e  
c o m es  a  gr e at  r es p o nsi bilit y. W e  w h o  l e a c h will  
r e c ei v e a  stri ct er  j u d g m e nt (J as. 3: 1),  s o w e  m ust  
n ot  t a k e o ur  c alli n g li g htl y. " G o d s o l o v e d t h e 
w orl d,  t h at H e  g a v e  His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n. "  G o d  
is si n c er e a b o ut  r e a c hi n g t h e l ost a n d  h a vi n g  His  
W or d  t a u g ht i n a  w a y  lli at will  tr a nsf or m mi n ds  
a n d  h e arts.  W e  d ar e  n ol  trifl e willi  h u m a n  li v es.

B ef or e  dis c ussi n g  t h e m et h o ds  of  t e a c hi n g 
d o ctri n e,  it is n e c ess ar y  t o l o o k at o ur  attit u d e  
t o w ar d t e a c hi n g. R e m e m b er,  w e  ar e  r e pr es e nti n g 
J es us C hrist,  w h o  c o m missi o n e d  us  t o * lG o  m a k e  
dis ci pl es  ... b a pti z e  t h e m ... a n d l e a c h t h e m " 
( M att. 1 8: 1 9, 2 0).  U nl ess  w e  est a blis h  cr e di bilit y  
as  si n c er e dis ci pl es  of  C hrist  a n d  d e v el o p  a  r el a
ti o ns hi p wit h  t h os e w e  wis h  t o r e a c h, o ur  eff e c 
ti v e n ess i n c o m m u ni c ati n g  G o d's  W or d  will  b e  
gr e atl y  hi n d er e d.

First,  w e  m ust  c o n v e y  a  si n c er e l o v e f or t h e 
ir ut h. O n e  of  t h e h ar d est  t hi n gs t o d o  is t o c o m e  t o 
t h e Bi bl e  wit h  a n  o p e n  mi n d.  It is ess e nti al  t h at 
y o u  i nstill i n t h e l e ar n er t h at y o u  ar e  o p e n  t o n e w  
l e ar ni n g a n d  t h at h e m ust  o v er c o m e  pr e c o n c ei v e d  
i d e as a n d  pr ej u di c es  a n d  tr y t o a p pr o a c h  tli c Bi bl e

.G o d  o ur  S a vi or,  w h o  d esir es  all  m e n  t o b e  
s a v e d  a n d  t o c o m e  t o t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  tr ut h " ( 1 
Ti m.  2: 3 b,  4,  e m p h asis  mi n e).

J es us Hi ms elf  s a ys:

"If y o u  a bi d e  i n M y  W or d  t h e n y o u  ar e tr ul y 
dis ci pl es  of  Mi n e;  a n d  y o u  s h all k n o w  t h e tr ut h, 
a n d  t h e tr ut h s h all m a k e  y o u  fr e e”  (J o h n 8: 3 1,  
3 2,  e m p h asis  mi n e).

P a ul  a g ai n  w ar ns  t h at t h er e will  b e:

"t h os e  w h o  p eris h,  b e c a us e  t h e y di d  n ot  r e c ei v e 
t h e l o v e of  t h e tr ut h s o as  t o b e  s a v e d " ( 2 T h e ： ，  
2: 1 0,  e m p h asis  mi n e)  久

K n o wi n g  t h e tr ut h is n ot  a n  o pti o n.  H o w  f ar c a n

wit h  a n o p e n  mi n d  as w ell.  T h e y  m ust  p er c ei v e  
y o u  as  a  s eri o us  Bi bl e  st u d e nt―  n o  w h o  is st a bl e 
i n his  t hi n ki n g a n d  willi n g  l o e x a mi n e  t h e S cri p 
t ur es o p e n- mi n d e dl y  witli o ut  b ei n g  ' T oss e d h er e  
a n d  t h er e b y  di e  w a v es  a n d  c arri e d  b y  e v er y  wi n d  
of  d o ctri n e',  ( E p h. 4: 1 4).  I nstill a  d esir e  t o c ar e 
f ull y sift t hr o u g h lii e S cri pt ur es,  w ei g hi n g  t h e 
e vi d e n c e  as  c o nfli cti n g  d o ctri n es  e m er g e.

T h e  st u d e nt m ust  b e  c h all e n g e d  n ot  l o i g n or e 
t h e m ass  of  bi bli c al  e vi d e n c e  w h e n  it diff ers  fr oi ^ 

his  pr e c o n c ei v e d  p oi nt  of  vi e w,  or  a  v ers e  or  t w o 
of  c o nfli cti n g  S cri pt ur e.  K e e p  sifti n g a n d  w ei g h 
i n g t h e e vi d e n c e  i n s e ar c h of  t h e tr u e m e a ni n g.

I h a v e  r e a d s u c h st at e m e nts as, " T h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  d o es n ' tt e a c h s u c h  a n d  s u c h;  w e  si m pl y  
h a v e  t o a c c e pt  t h at b y  f ait h.n  F aitli  i n w h at ?  F ait h  
i n o ur  o pi ni o ns ?  F ait h  i n o ur  f e eli n gs ? F ait h  i n 
w h at  s o m e o n e h as  l ol d us ?  O ur  f ait h m ust  b e  
gr o u n d e d  i n t h e W or d  of  G o d.  T h e  Bi bl e  al o n e  
m ust  b e  o ur  fi n al a ut h orit y.

C o nsi d er  t h e w or ds  of  P a ul:

Pr er e q uisit e  t o T e a c hi n g —  
A  Pr o p er  Attit u d e
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C h ur c h  
of  G o d

Li b er al
C h ur c h

" S a n ctif y  C hrist  as  L or d  i n y o ur  h e arts,  
al w a ys  b ei n g  r e a d y t o m a k e  a  d ef e ns e  t o 
e v er y o n e  w h o  as ks y o u  t o gi v e  a n a c 
c o u nt  f or t h e h o p e  t h at is i n y o u,  y et  wit h  
g e ntl e n ess  a n d  r ef er e n c e' * ( 1 P et.  3: 1 5,  
e m p h asis  mi n e).

G o d's  
S a vi n g  
W or d

t h e w or ds  of  Br ot h er  Willi a m  W a c ht el,  
P ast or  of  t h e W e n at c h e e,  W as hi n gt o n,  
C h ur c h  of  G o d,  l* W e  w a nt  t o ' c o n vi ct' 
t h e m; n ot  ' d ef e at * t h e m, " W e  m ust  h a v e  
t h e s a m e l o v e f or t h os e w h o  ar c mis 
g ui d e d  as  w e  d o  f or t h os e w h o  ar c  l ost.

I n a  l o vi n g w a y  w e  m ust  b e  a bl e  t o s a y 
t hi n gs li k e, * *I us e d  t o b eli e v e  t h at v er y  
t hi n g, b ut  h er e  ar c  s o m e t e xts t h at h a v e  
c a us e d  m e  t o st u d y d e e p er.  L et  m e  s h o w 
y o u  a v ers e D o n't  tr y t o c h a n g e  
e v er yt hi n g t h e y b eli e v e  i n o n e  sitti n g. 
M a k e  t h e m w el c o m e  e v e n  if t h e y d o n't  
c o m pl et el y a gr e e wit h  y o u.  Gi v e  t h e m 
ti m e t o gr o w,  b ut  a b o v e  all  L O V E  T H  E M.

R e m e m b er  t h e w or ds  of  P et er:

N oti c e,  s o m e  of  t h e d e n o mi n ati o ns  ar e  
m or e  i n t h e cir cl e t h a n Olli ers.  S o m e  
d e n o mi n ati o ns  m or e  a c c ur at el y  r e pr es e nt 
t h e W or d  of  G o d  t h a n ot h ers.  N o  gr o u p,  
i n cl u di n g t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e F ai L h  
of  A br a h a m,  is c o m pl et el y  i n t h e cir cl e. 
T o  cl ai m  t o b e  i n t h e c e nt er  of  t h e cir cl e  is 
arr o g a n c e.  H o w e v er,  I b eli e v e  t h e C h ur c h  
of  G o d  of  t h e F ait h of  A br a h a m  t o b e  m or e  
i n t h e cir cl e  t h a n m ost  ot h er  gr o u ps.  M u c h  
of  w h at  ort h o d o x  C hristi a nit y  t e a c h es is 
o utsi d e  of  t h e cir cl e,  it d o es  n ot  ali g n  wit h  
tr u e Bi bl e  d o ctri n e.  Us u all y  w c  ar c  g uilt y 
of  a n e g ati v e  a p pr o a c h. W e  c o nlr o nt  
p e o pl e  i n ar e as  of  dis a gr e e m e nt  ( o utsi d e 
t h e cir cl e) a n d b uil d  b arri ers  i nst e a d of  
bri d g es.

If w e  e x p e ct  t o i nfl u e n c e p e o pl e  wit h  
t h e tr u e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Bi bl e,  w e  m ust  
h a v e  a p ositi v e  a p pr o a c h a n d f o c us o n  
ar e as  w h er e  w e  d o  a gr e e.  M ost  a gr e e m e nt  
will  c o m e  o n  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e s e c o n d 
c o mi n g  of  C hrist. T hr e e h u n dr c d ei g ht c e n  
v ers es  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  al o n e  s p e a k  
of  His  r et ur n. O n e  w o ul d  h a v e  i o i g n or e

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 7)

. u d d his ml

* * A n d  t h e L or d's  b o n d-s er v a nt  m ust  n ot  
b e  q u arr els o m e,  b ut  b e  ki n d  t o all,  a bl e  t o 
t e a c h, p ati e nt  w h e n  wr o n g e d,  wit h  g e n 
tl e n ess c orr e cti n g  t h os e w h o  ar e  i n o p 
p ositi o n,  if p er h a ps  G o d  m a y  gr a nt  t h e m 
r e p e nt a n c e l e a di n g i o t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  
t h e tr ut h, a n d t h e y m a y  c o m e t o t h eir 
s e ns es a n d  es c a p e  fr o m t h e s n ar e of  t h e 
d e vil,  h a vi n g  b e e n  h el d  c a pti v e  b y  hi m  t o

F o urt h,  b e  h u m bl e.  I will  n e v er  f or g et 
di e  e m b a n ass m e nt a n d a n g er  I f ell at  a  
" C hristi a n " m e n's  br e a kf ast  a  f e w y e ars  
a g o.  I h a d  b e e n  i n vit e d t o c o m e  a n d  m e et  
w e e kl y  wit h  s o m e ar e a C hristi a n  m e n  
w h o  m et  e v er y  T h urs d a y  m or ni n g.  O n e  of  
t h e m e n  i n tli e gr o u p  h a d  s o m e u n d er 
st a n di n g of  di e  d o ctri n es  I t a u g ht. H e  
p u bli cl y  t ol d t h e r est of  t h e gr o u p:  '' Di c k 
c o m es h er e  t hi n ki n g h e  is a br ot h er  i n 
C hrist,  b ut  I t ell y o u  t his m a n  is n o  br o 比 er. "  
T h os e  w or ds  "sl u n g! " E v e n  if I t h o u g ht 
t his m a n  w as  ri g ht i n his  u n d erst a n di n g  of  
S cri pt ur e  ( w hi c h I d o n't),  h e  h a d d e 
str o y e d  a n y  p ossi bilit y  of  e v er  p ers u a di n g  
m e  of  his  vi e w.  H e  h a d  m a d e  m e  o ut  t o b e  
his  e n e m y. A c c or di n g  t o S cri pt ur e,  h e  
s h o ul d l o v e m e  a n d  h a v e  c o m p assi o n  f or 
m y  l ost c o n diti o n,  if i n f a ct h e  b eli e v e d  I 
w as  l ost. H e  h a d  e m b arr ass e d a n d at 
t a c k e d m e.  T his  is c ert ai nl y  a  vi ol ati o n  of  
S cri pt ur e.  I r ef us e t o b e  g uilt y  of  s u c h 
u n ki n d n ess.  C o nsi d er  t h e w or ds  of  P a ul:

o n e  str a y  fr o m G o d's  W or d  a n d  still  e x p e ct  
t o fi n d s al v ati o n ? C o nsi d er  t h e w or ds  of  
J o h n:

" A n y o n e  w h o  g o es  t o o f ar a n d  d o es  n ot  
— • a bi d e  i n t h e t e a c hi n g of  C hrist,  d o es  n ot

h a v e  G o d;  t h e o n e  w h o  a bi d es i n t h e 
t e a c hi n g, h e  h as  b ot h  t h e F at h er  a n d  t h e 
S o n "  ( 2 J o h n 9).

I a m  i ns pir e d b y  a  st at e m e nt m a d e  b y  
R e x  Till y,  P ast or  of  l h e G at es vill e, T e x as,  
C h ur c h  of  G o d.  H ol di n g  u p  his  Bi bl e  h e  
s ai d, * *If  it d o es n't  c o m e  o ut  of  h er e,  it 
d o es n't  c o m e  o ut  of  m e! "  G o o d  a d vi c e!

S e c o n d,  w e  m ust  h a v e  a  l o v ef or p e o pl e.  
P e o pl e  w h o  c o m e  i nt o a  Bi bl e  st u d y  fr o m 
ot h er  t h a n o ur  o w n  c h ur c h es  ( a n d s o m e  of  
t h os e wit hi n  t h e c h ur c h)  will  b e  i n o n e  of  
t w o c at e g ori es.  1)  l ost a n d  witli  littl e or  n o  
Bi bl e  k n o wl e d g e.  2)  k n o wl e d g e a bl e  of  
t h e Bi bl e  b ut  li k el y c o nf us e d  o v er  d o c 
tri n e. I n eit h er  c as e  y o u  m ust  ass ur e  t h e m 
of  y o ur  l o v e. Oft e n  w e  h a v e  a gr e at er  
c o m p assi o n  f or t h os e w h o  ar e  l ost Ili a n w e  
d o  f or t h e o n e  w h o  h ol ds  a  diff er e nt  vi e w  
of  t h e S cri pt ur es.  I n eit h er  c as e  t h e y ar e  
n ot  t h e e n e m y;  tli e y ar c  di e  vi cti ms  of  t h e 
e n e m y.  T h e y  ar e  n e at  p e o pl e  witli a  d esir e  

l e ar n m or e.  J o e Al dri c h  s a ys, * *If  t h e y 
k n o w  h o w  m u c h  y o u  c ar e,  t h e y will  

n e v er  c ar e  h o w  m u c h  y o u  k n o w. "  Wli et h er  
t h e y ar e l ost or  misl e d  a n d i n n e e d  of  
dir e cti o n,  u nl ess  t h e y f e el g e n ui n e  l o v e 
a n d  s u p p ort  fr o m y o u,  tli e y m a y  n ot  sti c k 
ar o u n d l o n g e n o u g h t o h e ar  w h at  y o u  
h a v e  l o s a y. T h e y  ar c  n ot  y o ur  pr oj e ct,  
t h e y ar e  p e o pl e — l o v e t h e m; b e  e x cit e d  
a b o ut  di cir  d esir e  t o I c a m.

T hir d,  b e  t ol er a nt. Al m ost  e v er y o n e  
w h o  c o m es  t o st u d y  wit h  us  i n t h e C h ur c h  
of  G o d  of  di e  F ait h  of  A br a h a m  will  h a v e  
a  diff er e nt  p oi nt  of  vi e w.  Eit h er  t h e y h a v e  
b e e n  t a u g ht fr o m a dist ort e d  C hristi a n  
vi e w  or  t h e y h a v e  b e e n  uifl u e n c e d  b y  t h e 
w orl d  w hi c h  h as  b e e n  d e c ei v e d  b y  tli e 
ort h o d o x  vi e w.  M a n y  t e a c hi n g o p p ort u 
niti es  h a v e  b e e n  d estr o y e d  b y  a w ell-  
pl a c e d  ki c k.  I' v e s e e n p e o pl e  cr us h e d  b y  
a n i ns e nsiti v e, c ar el ess  r e m ar k t h at l eft 
t h e o n e  st ali n g  his  p oi nt  of  vi e w  or  as ki n g  
a q u esti o n d ef e at e d  a n d e m b arr ass e d.  
Wli c n  a  p ers o n  pr es e nts  a  diff er e nt  t h o u g ht 
or  h e  s p e a ks o ut  of  his  u n d erst a n di n g  of  

t e xt, w e  m ust  b e  c ar ef ul  l o a c k n o wl-  
" e d g e  hi m  a n d  dis c uss  his  p oi nt  of  vi e w.  

L e ar n  t o b e  m or e  t a ctf ul. I a m  r e mi n d e d of

d o  his  will "  ( 2 Ti m.  2: 2 4- 2 6,  e m p h asis  
mi n e).

Fift h,  b e  s yst e m ati c  i n y o ur  pr es e nt a 
ti o n of  d o ctri n e.  M or e  d et ail  o n  t h e pr o p er  
s e q u e n c e  of pr es e nii n g  d o ctri n e  will  c o m e  
l at er, b utf or  n o w  s uffi c e  it t o s a y  ( w e m u  st 
b e gi n  t o b uil d  o n  c o m m o n  gr o u n d.  N oti c e  
t h e di a gr a m  b el o w.  T h e  l ar g er cir cl e  r e p
r es e nts G o d's  i nf alli bl e W or d.  T h e  s m all er  
cir cl es  r e pr es e nt t h e d e n o mi n ati o ns  of  t h e 
w orl d  [ esti m at e d at  2 0, 8 0 0].)
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H A T  M E A NI N G  t o t his w or d.'' F or 
gi v e n "!

B y  w h o m ?
B y  t h e o n e  w h o  h as  t h e p o w er.  

B y  Ui c  o n e  w h o  h as  b e e n  wr o n g e d,  e v e n  gri e v 
o usl y  wr o n g e d.

T o  w h o m ?
T o  t h e o n e  w h o  is p o w erl ess;  w h o  is w h oll y  at  

t h e m er c y  of  a n otli cr.  T o  t h e o n e  w h o  h as  i nj ur e d; 
w h o  h as  p ul  s elf  u n d er  o bli g ati o n.

F or gi v e n ess  is a  n e c ess ar y  pr o visi o n  of  G o d.  
Wit h o ut  il t h e w orl d  m ust  f or e v er gr o p e  i n wr et c h 
e d n ess. Wit h o ut  it t h er e c a n n e v er,  i hr o u g h o ul 
a n y  ti m e, b e  " p e a c e  o n  e art h. F or gi v n ess  is as  
ess e nti al  t o t h e a c hi e v c m c nis  of  G o d's  p ur p os es  
as  is r es urr e cti o n.

Si n  is t h e n e c essit ati n g  c a us e. As  l 4all h a v e  
si n n e d, " t h er ef or e all  st a n d  i n n e e d  of  t h e r e vi vi
fi c ati o n t h at r es ults fr o m f or gi v e n ess. Als o,  all  
n e e d  t h e b e n efits  t h at a c cr u e  fr o m t h e e x er cis e  of  
t h e p o w er  t o f or gi v e a n ot h er.

F or gi v e n ess  is t h e k e y  t h at u nl o c ks  t h e gr e at  
d o or  t h at o p e ns  t h e a g e  of  r estit uti o n.  G o d,  t hr o u g h 
J er e mi a h  ( 3 1: 3 1- 3 4), a n n o u n c e d  a  n e w  c o v e n a nt  
u nt o  "t h e h o us e  of  Isr a el a n d  witli  t h e h o us e  of  
J u d a h. "  U n d er  t h at n e w  c o v e n a nt,  “ t h e y s h all all  
k n o w  m e,  fr o m t h e l e ast of  t h e m u nt o  t h e gr e at est  
of  t h e m, s ait h L h e  L or d. "

W h y  s o ? B e c a us e  His  "l a w  is i n t h eir h e arts " ?
N o.  H e ar  Hi m:  " F or I will  f or gi v e t h eir i ni q

uit y  a n d  I will  r e m e m b er t h eir si n n o  m or e.' *
R e a d  a g ai n  of  t his l ar g e n ess of  G o d's  m er c y:  

* *I will  c a us e t h e c a pti vit y of  J u d a h a n d t h e 
c a pti vit y  of  Isr a el t o r et ur n, a n d  will  b uil d  t h e m, 
as  at  t h e first. A n d  I will  cl e a ns e  t h e m fr o m al!  
t h eir i ni q uit y... w h er e b y  t h e y h a v e  si n n e d, a n d  
w h er e b y  t h e y h a v e  tr a ns gr ess e d a g ai nst m e "  
(J cr. 3 3: 7,  8).  S ur el y  t h es e si ns a n d i ni q uiti es 
w hi c h  t h e y h a v e  si n n e d ar c  n ot  s o m e  w hi c h  t h e y 
will  h a v e  c o m mitt e d  aft er  l h e n e w  l a w is * *i n t h eir 
h e a rt. "  N o,  J e h o v a h will  first c ur e t h e m. u B e 

h ol d,  I will  bri n g  it h c altli  a n d  c ur e,  a n d  I will  c ur e  
t h e m, a n d  will  r e v e al u nt o  t h e m di e  a b u n d a n c e  of  
p e a c e  a n d tr ut h " ( v. 6).  " C ur e t h e m " ? C a us e  
c a pti vit y  t o r et ur n ? B uil d  t h e m ? Cl e a ns e  t h e m ? 
P ar d o n  i ni q uiti es ? S ur el y  b y  s u c h li m e all,  fr o m 
di e  l e ast t o l h e gr e at est,  s h o ul d  " k n o w t h e L or d, "  
a n d  s h o ul d r e c ei v e his  "l a w i n l h eir h c arl. "

S e e  t h e gr e at  w or k  a c c o m plis h e d  i n l h e br e a dt h  
of  its r es ults, o n c e  f or gi v e n ess b e c o m es  eff e cti v e  
u p o n  J u d a h  a n d  Isr a el. I n n o  ot h er  w a y  c a n  C hrist  
e v er  h o p e  t o * *r ei g n  o v er  t h e h o us e  of  J a c o b. "  It is 
u nt hi n k a bl e  L h al  H e  will  r ei g n f or e v er o v er  a n  
u nri g ht e o us  n ati o n.  T h e y  ar c  p o w erl ess  t o ri g ht 
t h eir o w n  wr o n gs.  B ui  G o d  a v o u c h es,  "I wilj ^  
cl e a ns e ";  "I will  c ur e "; "I will  p ar d o n ” ； “ I 
f or gi v e "; "I  will  r e m e m b er t h eirsi n n o  m or c. " "I n  
lli os c d a ys,  a n d  i n di al  li m e, s ait h di e  L o r d , t h e 
i ni q uit y of  Isr a el s h all b e  s o u g ht f or, a n d t h er e 
s h all b e  n o n e;  a n d  di e  si ns  of  J u d a h,  a n d  t h e y s h all 
n ot  b e  f o u n d " (J cr. 5 0: 2 0).

W h y ?
" F or I will  p ar d o n  tli e m w h o m  I r es er v e " ( v. 

2 0).
N ot  o nl y  will  t h e gr e at  g o o d  of  t his fr uitf ul 

f or gi v e n ess bri n g  j o y t o t h e o n c e  r e b elli o us, i n
i q uit o us r a c e of  Isr a el; its brilli a n c y  will  r a di at e 
ar o u n d  t h c e art h. A n d  G o d's  n a m e  will  b e  gr e atl y  
pr ais e d.  "Il  s h all b e  t o i n c a  n a m e  of  j o y, a  pr ais e  
a n d  a n  h o n o ur  b ef or e  all t h e n ati o ns  of  t h e e artli,  
w hi c h  s h all h e ar  all  t h e g o o d t h at I d o  u nt o  tli c m: 
a n d  t h e y s h all f e ar a n d  tr e m bl e f or all l h e g o o d 
n ess  a n d  f or all  t h e pr os p erit y  di al  I pr o c ur e  u nt o  
if, (J er. 3 3: 9;  s e e als o  v v.  1 0- 1 8).  Littl e  w o n d er  
di al  di e  v oi c e  of  gl a d n ess  s h all pr o cl ai m,  " Pr ais e  
l h e L or d  of  h osts:  f or t h e L or d  is g o o d:  f or his  
m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or e v er! "

B ut  wit h o ut  J e h o v a h's w or d  "f or gi v e n, " n o  
s u c h fr uit a g e c o ul d  p ossi bl y  r es ult— t o Isr a el or  
t o n ati o ns  or  t o i n di vi d u als.

A n d  J es us, L h e  c o mi n g r e ci pi e nt of  D a vi d's  
t hr o n e o v er  Isr a el, pr o v e d  Hi ms elf  i n f ull est a c-
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" E x c e pt  a  m a n  b e  b or n  a g ai n,  h e  c a n

n ot  s e e t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d "

b y  P ast or  J a m es  M attis o n  
P elz er,  S C

J o h n  
3: 1- 5

E S U S  W A S  S A YI N G  L h at  a s piri
t u al birt h  is n e c ess ar y  if w e  ar e  i o 
e nt er  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w h e n  H e  
r et ur ns. M e n  c a n n ot  eff e ct  t his n e w  

cr e ati o n  t h e ms el v es. It m ust  b e  b y  m e a ns  of  t h e 
H ol y  S pirit.  W e  h a v e  o ur  p art  t o d o,  y es.  P et er  
s h o w e d  t his as  w ell  as  t h e S pirit's  w or k  i n o ur  r e
g e n er ati o n  w h e n  h e  s ai d w e  s h o ul d  r e p e nt a n d  b e  
b a pti z e d  i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  f or t h e r e missi o n of  
o ur  si ns, a n d  w e  w o ul d  r e c ei v e t h e gift  of  H ol y  
S pirit  ( A cts 2: 3 8).

D a y  of  P e nt e c ost,  a b o ut  t hr e e t h o us a n d 
of  t h e m " w er e pri c k e d  i n t h eir h e arts "  
a n d, first r e p e nti n g, r e c ei v e d t h e pr of 
f er e d, w aili n g  gift.

N o w  G o d  r e v e als a pl a n  t o i n cl u d e 
ot h ers  wit h  His  S o n  i n t h e f or gi v e n ess, 
r estit uti o n, a n d r ei g n of  His  Ki n g d o m  
s u bj e cts of  t h e C o mi n g  A g e.  T h os e  t h us 
i n cl u d e d t o r ei g n " wit h hi m "  ar e n o w  
b ei n g  m a d e  r e a d y t o b e  pr es e nt e d  t o Hi m  
* * a gl ori o us  c h ur c h wit h o ut  s p ot or  
wri n kl e,  or  a n y  s u c h t hi n g. " S ur el y,  f or 
s u c h p erf e ct  cl e a nsi n g t h e w or d  "f or
gi v e n "  m ust  a bi d e i n d eli bl y u p o n  t h e 
m e m or y  of  e a c h  o n e.  B y  n o  ot h er  p os 
si bl e m e a ns  c o ul d  o n e  of  t h e m b e  s p ot
l ess, * *f or  all  h a v e  si n n e d. "

" F or gi v e n ess, "  t h e n, is a  k e y  als o  t h at 
o p e ns  t h e d o or  t o all  w h o  h a v e  " b ol d n ess  
t o e nt er  i nt o t h e h oli est,  b y  t h e bl o o d  of  
J es us,  b y  a  n e w  a n d  li vi n g w a y,  w hi c h  h e  
h at h  c o ns e cr at e d  f or us. "  N o n e  c a n  e nt er  
t h er e wit h  si n,  a n d  n o n e  c a n  b e  fr e e d fr o m 
si n wit h o ut  "f or gi v e n ess. " N or  is t h at 
" n e w w a y "  f or a n y  w h o  r ef us e fr o m t h e 
h e art  l o "f or gi v e e v er y  o n e  his  br otli er  
l h eir tr es p ass es. "

" T h at  w hi c h  is b o m  of  fl es h is fl es h; a n d  t h at 
w hi c h  is b or n  of  s pirit  is s pirit. "  Fl es h  is c a m a!  a n d  
c orr u pt,  a n d  t h er ef or e at  e m nit y  wil h  t h e S pirit.  
Fl es h  c a n n ot i n h erit di e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  P a ul  
bri n gs  t his o ut  s o  pl ai nl y  i n R o m a ns  8:  “ Y e  ar e  n ot  
i n t h e fl es h, b ut  i n t h e S pirit,  if s o  b e  t h at t h e S pirit  
of  G o d  d w ell  i n y o u.  H a n y  m a n  h a v e  n ot  t h e S pirit  
of  C hrist,  h e  is n o n e  of  his "  ( 8: 9). Fl es h  r ef ers t o 
o ur  n at ur al,  si nf ul  n at ur e.  W h e n  w e  li v e a c c or di n g  
t o o ur  si nf ul  n at ur e,  w e  h a v e  o ur  mi n ds  s et  o n  w h at  
t h at n at ur e  d esir es.  B ut  w h e n  w e  ar c  b o m  a g ai n,  
a n d  li v e a c c or di n g  i o G o d's  S pirit,  w c  h a v e  o ur  
mi n ds  s et o n  w h at  l h at S pirit  d esir es.

S o  it is n e c ess ar y  f or o ur  s al v ati o n t h at a  n e w  
cr e ati o n  t a k e pl a c e,  a  cr e ati o n  b y  t h e S pirit of G o d.

c or d  wil h  t his, t h e F at h er's  p ur p os e,  w h e n  
H e,  i n His  o w n  st e a d, br e at h e d  f ort h t h at 
w o n d er  pr a y er  of  t h e a g es:  " F at h er, f or- 
i v e t h e m, f or t h e y k n o w  n ot  w h at  t h e y 
— ， ，
0.

F or gi v e  w h o m ?
T h e  f e w w h o  e x e c ut e d t h e will  of  

m a n y  of  J u d a h a n d  t h e m a n y  w h o  w er e  
r e pr es e nt e d b y  t h e f e w w h o  wr o u g ht  l h e 
r ej e cti o n a n d  cr u cifi xi o n  of  J u d a h's  pr o m 
is e d M essi a h.

T his,  t o o, w as  a  n e c essit y  t o t h e c o m 
i n g est a blis h m e nt of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m.  
F or  h o w  c o ul d G o d  f or gi v e a n d r ul e a  
n ati o n  i n m er c y  t hr o u g h a  ki n g  w h o  i n his  
o w n  p ers o n  mi g ht  r ef us e, or  e v e n  r efr ai n 
t o f or gi v e s ai d p e o pl e.  S ur el y,  C hrist's  
p o w er  a n d  s er vi c e a n d  f or gi v e n ess w er e  
ess e nti al!

W as  His  pr a y er  a ns w er e d ?  W er e  t h e y 
f or gi v e n ? Y es!  Fr o m  Hi m  t h e f or gi v e
n ess w as  i m m e di at e, t h o u g h f or t h e 
m o m e nt,  li k e a  p ar e nt's  l o v e e n v el o pi n g  
a w a y w ar d,  h e e dl ess  c hil d,  it f ell u p o n  
h ar d e n e d,  i m p e n etr a bl e, a n d  u nr c c ei vi n g  
h e arts.  F or gi v e n  b y  Hi m,  b ut  n ot  r e c ei v e d 
b y  t h e m! Fift y  d a ys  l at er, h o w e v er,  o n  l h e

T h e  p o w er  t o f or gi v e is n e e d e d  b y  
e v er y o n e  w h o  w o ul d  u nit e  wit h  t h e Ki n g  
of  Ki n gs  t o f or gi v e, r est or e, a n d  r ei g n.

Pr o visi o n  f or all t his h as  b e e n  c o m 
pl et e d  b y  o ur  S a vi or.

A cr oss  t h e ar c h w a y  of  h e a v e n,  a w ait 
i n g r e c e pti o n b y  w h o ms o e v er  will  a c 
c e pt,  st a n ds r e c or d e d o n e  of  t h e s w e et est 
w or ds  f or m ort al  li ps, o n e  of  t h os e d e ar 
est  t o m ort al  lif e:

" F or gi v e n "
It is as  ess e nti al  as lif e its elf. I n f a ct, 

r es urr e cti o n h ol ds  n o  ass ur a n c e  t o y o u , or  
t o m e,  u nl ess  o n e  w or d — "f or gi v e n *, —  
h as  b e e n  a c c e pt e d  fr o m t h e " Gi v er of  
e v er y  g o o d  gift. "

W o ul d- b e  C hristi a ns,  t ast e oft t h e 
s w e et n ess  of  o n e  w or d  p ass e d  fr o m y o ur  
li ps t o t h e w e a k,  y e a  w e a k est  of  erri n g  
s o uls.  T ur n,  t h e n, oft e n  t o l h e h e a v e ns  of  
G o d  a n d  wit h  visi o n  cl e ar  a n d  bri g ht  dis 
c er n  t h e b e a ut e o us  r a di a n c y of  t h at s a m e  
w or d  p ass e d  o n  t o y o u — F or gi v e n!

T his  d a y  tr ul y, f ull y, p ass  it o n t o e v er y  
s o ul! T his  d a y  a c c e pt  it t o y o urs elf  fr o m 
G o d  a n d  His  S o n. s
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A p pli c ati o n

U nl ess  a  p ers o n  h as  a  n e w  n at ur e  gi v e n  
hi m  b y  L h c  S pirit,  w hi c h  is b ei n g  b or n  of  
t h e S pirit  as  h e  a c c e pts  tli c C hristi a n  r cli-

D a n g er o us  F o c us
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  5)

T h e  S pirit u al,  or  Di vi n e,  N at ur e

T his  is t h e ki n d  of  n at ur e  G o d  h as.  It is 
t h e ki n d  of  n at ur e  C hrist  h as.  It is diff er 
e nt  fr o m t h e n at ur e  w e  h a v e  w h e n  w e  ar e  
b o m  i nt o t his w orl d.  It is hi g h  a n d  lift e d 
u p.  It s e e ks  ri g ht, n ot  wr o n g.  It is a  r e n e w
i n g of  o ur  mi n ds.  It is s e ei n g  t hi n gs t hr o u g h 
t h e e y es  of  G o d.  It is a  s e e ki n g f or ri g h
t e o us n ess. It is a lif e l e d b y  t h e S pirit  of  
G o d — a  lif e tr a nsf or m e d b y  t h at S pirit.

his  l o n gi n g t o li v e b y  G o d's  st a n d ar ds, 
a n d  b e c a us e  h e  is as ki n gJ es us  t o gi v e  hi m  
di e  slr c n gtli h e  n e e ds  . 0 c o m b at  si n i n his  
lif e. J es us  c a n  d o  t his. H e  is a  S a vi or  w h o  
n e e ds  t o b e  i n o ur  lif e e v er y  d a y  t o h el p  us  
r esist si n. If t his d o es  n ot  h a p p e n  i n o ur  
li v es— l h at w c  s e e k  J es us'  h el p  e v er y  d a y  
t o o v er c o m e  si n— w e  l os e o ur  * * b o ni-  
a g ai n "  st at us. It is v er y  p ossi bl e  t o f all 
fr o m gr a c e  ( G al. 5: 4;  H c b.  1 2: 1 5;  R o m.  
1 1: 2 1, 2 2).

B ei n g  B or n  of  G o d

J o h n s ai d, u E v er y o n e  w h o  b eli e v es  
t h at J es us  is di e  C hrist  is b o m  of  G o d,  a n d  
e v er y o n e  w h o  l o v es l h c f atli cr l o v es his  
c hil d  as w ell  ( 1 J o h n 5: 1).  H o w  d o  w e  
pr o v e  o ur  l o v e f or G o d ?  B y  o b e yi n g  His  
c o m m a n ds  ( a n d t h e y ar c  n ot  b ur d e ns o m e).  
E v er y o n e  b or n  of  G o d  o v er c o m es  山 e  
w orl d.

T his  s a m e J o h n s ai d, " T o all w h o  r e
c ei v e d hi m [ C hrist], t o t h os e w h o  b e 
li e v e d i n his  n a m e,  h e  g a v e  di e  ri g ht t o 
b e c o m e  c hil dr e n  of  G o d — hil dr e n  b or n  
n ot of  n at ur al d es c e nt, n or  of  h u m a n  
d e cisi o n  of  a  h us b a n d's  will,  b ut  b o m  of  
G o d "  (J o h n 1: 1 2,  1 3).

gi o n  off er e d  hi m  a n d  is b a pti z e d  ( b o ni of  
w at er),  h e  c a n n ot  s e e  ( u n d erst a n d, or  als o  
s h ar e  i n) U 】 c  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  U nl ess  w c  
ar c  b or n  a g ai n  a n d  c o nti n u e  i n t h at st atf dft 
( c o nst a ntl y b ei n g  r e n e w e d b y  l h c H ol y  
S pirit,  Tit us  3: 5)  w e  c a n n ot  b e  s a v e d.

T his  s h o ws t h e a bs ol ut e  n e c essit y  of  
h u n g eri n g  a n d  t hirsti n g aft er  ri g ht e o us
n ess.  It s h o ws  tli alJ cs us m e a nt  ii w h e n  H e  
s ai d w c  s h o ul d s e e k first G O D' S  KI N G 
D O M  a n d HI S  RI G H T E O U S N E S S.  If 
w e  will  d o  t his, all o ur  n e e ds  will  b e  
s u p pli e d; w e  d o  n ot  n e e d  t o f e ar L h at  w c  
will  s uff er b e c a us e  of  b ei n g  r e g e n er at e d. 
N ot  o nl y  will  w e  n ot  s uff er;  all  t hi n gs will  
w or k  o ut  f or g o o d  f or us.  G o d  will  s u p pl y 
e v er y  n e e d.

O h,  h o w  w o n d erf ul  J es us' t e a c hi n g is, 
di al  w e  m ust  b e  b o m  a g ai n!  Wi L h  J es us, 
h el p  w e  c a n  c o m e  i nt o t h at c o n diti o n,  a n d  
w e  c a n  st a y i n it. Pr ais e  G o d!  W h o  c a n  
r esist s u c h  pr o mis es ?  If  y o u  h a v e n ' t b e e n,  
b e  b o m  a g ai n. A n d  if y o u  h a v e  sli p p e d 
a n d  f all e n, c o m e  b a c k  i nt o t h ai c o n diti o n  
of  cl os e  f ell o ws hi p wit h  G o d  a n d  r ej oi c e 
i n Hi m.  W h e n  w c  ar e  tr ul y b o m  of  G o d  
t o d a y, e v er y  d a y  is s pri n gti m e;  e v er y  d a y  
is w o n d erf ul;  a n d w e  l o o k f or w ar d wi Lt ^ ^  
gr e at a nti ci p ati o n t o o ur  b o di es  b ci n ^l ^  
m a d e  s pirit u al w h e n  J es us c o m es. H o w  
f ort u n at e w c  C hristi a ns  ar c  t o h a v e  s u c h 
a  h e a v e nl y  F at h er  a n d  s u c h a  S a vi or  w h o  
off er  s u c h g o o d  t hi n gs!

B ut  w h at  a b o ut  us ?  H o w  d o  w e  k e e p  
fr o m b ei n g  s w e pt a w a y  wit h  t h e w orl d ?  
W ell,  w e  si m pl y  n e e d  t o t a k e o ur  e y es  off  
o urs el v es.  A n d  o n e  w a y  t o d o  t h at is t o 
bri n g  G o d  i nt o e v er y  d e cisi o n  w e  m a k e.  
J a m es  st at es  it w ell:  " N o w  list e n y o u  w h o  
s a y, ' T o d a y or  t o m orr o w w e  will  g o  t o 
t his or  t h at cit y,  s p e n d a  y e ar  t h er e, c arr y  
o n  b usi n ess  a n d m a k e  m o n e y.'  I nst e a d 
y o u  o u g ht  t o s a y, 'If it is t h e L or d's  will,  
w e  will  li v e a n d  d o  t his or  t h at, " (J as. 
4: 1 3,  1 5).  I n t a ki n g t his a d vi c e,  w e  k e e p  
o ur  e y es  o n  h e a v e n  a n d  G o d *s  b usi n ess.  
Ot h er wis e  t h e o c e a ns  of  t his w orl d  will  
b e c o m e  t o o distr a cti n g  f or us  a n d t h eir

T his  cr e ati n g  i nfl u e n c e c o ni es  fr o m o ur  
G o d  a n d fr o m o ur  L or d  J es us. It is a  
c h a n g e  of  c o ntr ol o v er  us;  fr o m a lif e 
c o ntr oll e d  b y  us  1 0 a  lif e c o ntr oll e d  b y  t h e 
S pirit.  W c  all o w  t his t o h a p p e n  b e c a us e  
w c  w a nt  t his t o h a p p e n.  J es us s ai d,  
" Bl ess e d  ar c  tli os e w h o  h u n g er  a n d  t hirst 
aft er ri g ht e o us n ess.'' T his  is a m oti v e  
b e hi n d  c o n v ersi o n.  W c  ar e  dis g ust e d  wit h  
si n  a n d  w a nt  t o h a v e  a  hi g h er  f o n n of  lif e. 
W e  als o  w a nt  et er n al  lif e i n G o d's  c o m 
i n g Ki n g d o m.

i d e as c a n  e asil y  p ull  us  u n d er.  S o  w h o m  
d o  y o u  m arr y ?  As k  G o d.  W h er e  d o  y o u  
li v e ? As k  G o d.  D o  y o u  c at  w h e n,  w h er e,  
a n d  h o w e v er  m u c h  y o u  w a nt,  or  d o  y o u  
g o  as f ar as  t o gi v e  e v e n  y o ur  sl o m a c h  
o v er  t o G o d ?

Y es,  t his w orl d  is b e c o mi n g  v er y  fri g ht
e ni n g. A n d  y es,  it will  s o m e d a y b e  d e 
str o y e d. N o b o d y  s e e ms t o r es p e ct t h e 
C hristi a n  v al u e  s yst e m a n y m or e.  W c  ar c  
b e c o mi n g  s o ci al o ut c asts.  B ut  h e y!  W e  
d o n't  n e e d  t o w orr y;  w c  h a v e  s o m ctlii n g 
di al  t h e w orl d  d o es n't  w h e n  il c o m es  
fl o o ds. W e  fl o at!!! > < n

B ei n g  B or n  A g ai n  Is a  Pr o c ess

It is of  i nt er est t o n ot e t h at i n t h e 
n or m al  birt h  pr o c ess  t h e m a n's  p art  (t o 
b e g et)  a n d t h e w o m a n's  p art  (t o gi v e  
birt h)  ar e fr o m, t h e s a m e Gr e e k  w or d,  
g e n n a o.  T his  i n di c at es t h at t h e a ct u al  
birt h  of  a  b a b y  is a  P R O C E S S.  It is b e g u n  
b y  t h e f at h er a n d  fi nis h e d b y  t h e m ot h er.  
A  m ort al  lif e h as  c o m e  i nt o b ei n g.

It is t h e s a m e wit h  b ei n g  b o m  of  t h e 
S pirit.  W e  ar e  b e g ott e n  b y  t h e W or d  of  
G o d,  t h e g os p el  a b o ut C hrist  a n d t h e 
i n vit ati o n t o t h e gl ori o us  Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  (J as. 1: 1 8).  P et er  c alls  it " b ei n g  b or n  
a g ai n ^ b y  i n c orr u pti bl e s e e d , b y  t h e W or d  
of  G o d  ( 1 P et.  1: 2 3).  At  t h e r es urr e cti o n 
fr o m t h e d e a d  t o et er n al  lif e, f ait hf ul m e n  
will  h a v e  s pirit u al  b o di es  t o g o  al o n g  wit h  
s pirit u al mi n ds  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 4 2- 4 4).  T h e n  
t h e w h ol e  s pirit u al birt h  pr o c ess  will  b e  
c o m pl et e. It b e gi ns  t o d a y wit h  G o d's  
S pirit  b ei n g  s o u g ht b y  us  t o g ui d e  o ur  
li v es, a n d  e n ds  w h e n  J es us Hi ms elf  will  
m a k e  us  c o m pl et el y  i n c orr u pti bl e i n e v er y  
w a y.

W h os o e v er  is B or n  of  G o d  
D o es  N ot  C o m mit  Si n

1  J o h n 3: 9

T h e  r e as o n a  tr u e c hil d  of  G o d  d o cs  n ot  
pr a cti c e  si n is b e c a us e  G o d's  n at ur e  is i n 
hi m.  H e  c a n n ot  c o nti n u e  t o si n  b e c a us e  of
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pr o visi o n  of  w al er  fr o m t h e r o c k f or 
Isr a el's t hirst, wr ot e  tli es e w or ds,  “ T h e n

b y  P ast or  E d  G oit  
N ort h  T o n a w a n d a,  N Y

B eli e v ers'  T w o  N at ur es

S o m e  C hristi a ns  ar e  u n d er  t h e i m pr es
si o n t h at w h e n  t h e y a c c e pt  J es us as  l h eir 
S a vi or  t h e c o nfli ct  e n ds.  T h e  o p p osit e  is 
tr u e. U ntil  A m al e k  att a c k e d, G o d  h a d

" T h e n  C a m e  A m al e k ,̂

M os es , i ns pir e d of  G o d  t o r e c or d G o d's
*  — f a  C  「 — c m o X c v' C c L S c

I F E' S S T R U G G L E S  
s p e a k of  diff er e nt  i n

di vi d u als'  e n d e a v ors  l o cli m b  u l o t h e t o p 
of  t h e hill. "  A br a h a m  Li n c ol n's  ris e fr o m 
a  l o g c a bi n  t o tli c pr esi d e n c y  of  t h e U S A,  
L h e  str u g gl e  of  S a ul  of  T ars us  t o P a ul  t h e 
li p osll e, a n d  L h e  cli m b  of  M os es  fr o m di e  
b a b y  i n t h e ar k  of b ulr us h cs  t o a  pri n c e  i n 
E g y pt  ar e  b ut  a  f e w. C o nsi d er  t his pri n c e,  
M os es,  w h o  c h os e  * *t o s uff er affli cti o n  
witli  t h e p e o pl e  of  G o d,  Ili a n l o e nj o y  di e  
pl e as ur es  of  si n f or a  s e as o n. "  ( S e e H e b.  
1 1: 2 5- 2 7.) Vis u ali z e  t his M os es,  l h e 
d eli v er er,  as  o n e  w h o  e n d ur e d. R efl e ct 
i n g o n  M os es'  lif e, I o bs er v e  t h at his  
str u g gl e t o t h e t o p of  l h e hill  r e q uir e d t h e 
i nt er c essi o n of  ot h ers  a n d t h e h a n d  of  
G o d  t o lift hi m  u p  al o n g  l h e w a y.

J oi n wit h  m e  i n l o o ki n g al  ail  i n ci d e nt 
i n M os es'  str u g gl e a n d  s e e t h e h el p ers  at  
his  si d e a n d  t h e b attl e-s h ar ers  i n t h e v al 
l e y b el o w.  U nit e  wi Ui  J es us C hrist  t o 
d ef e at  t h e A m al c kit es  of  o ur  a g e. Fi g ht  
t h e g o o d  fi g ht of  f ait h! ( S e e 1 Ti m.  6: 1 2 a.)  

C orri e  t e n B o o m  s ai d, "If  G o d  s e n ds 
us  o n  st o n n y p allis,  H e  pr o vi d es  str o n g 
s h o es. " G o d  pr o vi d e d  f or M os es,  a n d  H e  
will  s u p pl y  o ur  n e e ds  t o d a y.

:f o u g ht Isr a el's 
b attl es.  It is aft er m a n  

h e ars  t h e W or d  of  tr ut h, l h e g os 
p el  of  s al v ati o n,  tr usts G o d,  a n d  is s e al e d 
wit h  l h e H ol y  S pirit  of  pr o mis e  t h at h e  is 
c o nfr o nt e d  b y  t h e e n e m y a n d b e c o m es  
a w ar e  of  S at a n,  s y m b oli z e d b y  A m al e k.  
Isr a el's b attl e  wit h  A m al e k  p ar all els  t h e 
str u g gl e  t h e i n di vi d u al b eli e v er  i n C hrist  
h as  b e c a us e  of  his  t w o n at ur es.  C o n c er n 
i n g t h es e t w o n at ur es,  it is writt e n,  ' T h e 
first m a n  is of  l h e e art h,  e art h y:  t h e s e c
o n d  m a n  is t h e L or d  fr o m h e a v e n.  As  is 
t h e e art h y: s u c h ar e t h e y als o t h at ar e  
e art h y: a n d  as is L h e  h e a v e nl y,  s u c h ar e  
t h e y als o  t h at ar e  h e a v e nl y' *  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 4 7,  
4 8).

If m a n ki n d  p oss ess e d  o nl y  t h e first 
A d a m's  n at ur e  t h er e w o ul d  b e  n o  c o n 
fli ct. If m ail  h a d  o nl y  l h e s e c o n d A d a m's  
n at ur e  (l h e n e w  n at ur e  i n C hrist)  t h er e 
w o ul d  b e  n o  c o nfli ct.  H o w e v er,  b e c a us e  
t h e b eli e v er  h as  t w o n at ur es,  t h er e is a  
c o nst a nt  str u g gl e b et w e e n  l h e t w o. P a ul  
d es cri b es  t his c o nfli ct, " F or t h e fl es h 
l ust et h a g ai nst  t h e S pirit,  a n d  t h e S pirit  
a g ai nst  t h e fl es h: a n d  t h es e ar e  c o ntr ar y  
t h e o n e  t o t h e ot h er "  ( G al. 5: 1 7 a).

T h er e  is a  w a y  of vi ct orj u n  t his str u g gl e 
a n d  it is t his: " W al k  i n t h e S pirit,  a n d  y e  
s h all n ot  f ulfill t h e l usts of  t h e fl es h " 
( G al. 5: 1 6).

G o d  d o es  n ot  c h a n g e  a p ers o n's  n a 
t ur e. A  c h a n g e d  n at ur e  is n ot  t a u g ht i n 
G o d's  W or d.  G o d  d o es  n ot  i m pr o v e or  
r e p air t h e ol d  (fl es h) n at ur e.  N ot hi n g  is 
d o n e  t o m a n's  ol d  n at ur e.  G o d  l e a v es it as 
it is. G o d  d o es  gi v e  m a n  a n ot h er  n at ur e,  
t h e n e w  m a n  ( n at ur e). P a ul  st at es,'' T h er e 
f or e if a n y  m a n  b e  i n C hrist,  h e  is a  n e w  
cr e at ur e  [ cr e ati o n]: ol d  tili n gs ar e  p ass e d

c a m e 
A m al e k,  a n d  f o u g ht wit h  

Isr a el i n R e p hi di m "  ( E x. 1 7: 8).  T his  
w as  Isr a el's first i n v ol v e m e nt i n w arf ar e.  
T his  w as  aft er t h e y h a d t ast e d G o d's  
g o o d n ess  dis pl a y e d  i n l h e d ef e at  of  P h ar 
a o h  a n d  his  g o ds  llir o u g h a  s eri es of  t e n 
pl a g u es,  t h e p arti n g  of  di e  w at ers  of  L h e  
R e d  S e a,  lli c pr o visi o n  of  q u ail,  m a n n a,  
a n d  w at er.  T hr o u g h  it all,  Isr a el h a d  b utt o  
st a n d still a n d s e c l h e s al v ati o n of  t h e 
L or d.  T h es e  ar e o ur  e x a m pl es a n d ar e  
writt e n  f or o ur  a d m o niti o n.  ( S e e 1 C or.  
1 0: 6,  1 1.)

It is m u c h  L h e  s a m e i n a  C hristi a n,s  
lif e. J es us Clirist  h as  w o n  all t h e b attl es.  
H e  h as  o bt ai n e d  o ur  p e a c e  a n d l h e f or
gi v e n ess  of  si ns. J es us di e d  o n  t h e cr oss,  
w as  b uri e d  i n a  gr a v e,  a n d  r os e fr o m t h e 
d e a d  t o a c c o m plis h  m a n ki n d's  j ustifi c a
ti o n. ( H c b. 1: 3;  2: 1 4.)  H e  o v er c a m e  S a 
t a n! J es us  C hrist,  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  a c c o m 
plis h e d  all tliis a p art  fr o m a n y a c hi e v e 
m e nt  o n  t h e p art  of  m a n ki n d.  Aft er  t h e 
C hristi a n  t ast es t h e g o o d n ess  of  G o d  
t hr o u g h t h e s pirit u al gift  of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit,  t h e w arf ar e  b e gi ns.  ( S e e E p h.  1: 1 3,  
1 4;  2  P et.  1: 4.)  P a ul  a d m o nis h es  b eli e v 
ers: " P ul o n  t h e w h ol e  ar m o ur  of  G o d "  
( E p h. 5: 1 1- 1 8).  Tliis  will  e q ui p  f or lif e's 
str u g gl es

" T o t h e T o p  of  t h e Hill  a n d  
T h e  V all e y  B el o w ”
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Vi ct or y's  W a y

It h as  b e e n  alr e a d y n ot e d  tli at Isr a el 
di d  n ot  att a c k  A m al e k;  Ai n al e k  att a c k e d  
Isr a el. As  A m al c k  att a c k e d  Isr a el, G o d  
r e v e al e d t hr o u g h M os es  a  m e a ns  of  vi c 
t or y f or Isr a el. T his  w a y  c o nsist e d  of  t w o 
as p e cts  as  r e c or d e d i n t h e a c c o u nt  of  t h e 
b attl e  at  R e p hi di m.

" M os es  s ai d t o J os h u a, 4  C h o os e  s o m e 
of  o ur  m e n  a n d  g o  o ut  t o fi g ht l h e A m al e-  
kit es.  T o m orr o w  I will  st a n d  o n  l o p of  t h e 
hill  wit h  l h e st aff  of  G o d  i n m y  h a n ds,' S o  
J os h u a f o u g ht t h e A m al e kit es  as  M os es

A m al c k  a n d  J os h u a 
i n t h e v all e y  b el o w,  w hil e  

t h e cr u ci al  b aili e  w as  f o u g ht o n  di e  t o p of  
tli c hill  w h er e  M os es  i nl cr c c d c d. It is o b 
s er v e d t h at as  l o n g as  M os es'  h a n ds  wit h  
t h e r o d of  G o d  w er e  e xt e n d e d h e a v e n 
w ar d  i n pr a y er,  t h e Isr a elit es pr e v ail e d.  
W h e n  his  h a n ds  b e c a m e  h e a v y  a n d  h e  l ei 
d o w n his h a n ds, t h e b attl e w e nt  i n 
A m al e k's  f a v or. W h e n  A ar o n  a n d H ur  
h el d  u p  M os es'  h a n ds  t h e Isr a elit es pr e 
v ail e d  i n t h e b attl e.

T h e  m ut u al  a cti o ns of  M os es  o n  t h e 
t o p of  t h e hill  a n d J os h u a a n d s ol di ers 
d o w n  i n t h e v all e y  b el o w  r e v e al e d t h e 
m e a ns  G o d  h as  m a d e  f or m a n ki n d  l o 
c o m b at tli e fl es h. T h e  t e a m eff ort of  
M os es'  i nt er c essi o n a n d  J os h u a's fi g ht
i n g r es ult e d i n vi ct or y  f or t h e c hil dr e n  of  
G o d.  T h e  Isr a elit es h a d  t o fi g ht b ef or e  
Ui e y  c o ul d  b e  vi ct ors,  w h er e as  b eli e v ers  
ar c  d e cl ar e d  vi ct ors  o v er  si n b e c a us e  
w h at  J es us a c c o m plis h e d  f or di e m.  
C hristi a n  m ust  a p pr o pri at e  b y  f ait h t h e 
vi ct or y  t h at Clirist  h as  m a d e  a v ail a bl e.  
T his  pri n ci pl e  of  f ait h is s e e n i n t h e b attl e  
at  R e p hi di m.  B olli  as p e cts — a ct u al  w ar 
f ar e a n d i nt er c ess or y pr a y er — ar e o ut 
li n e d i n E x o d us  1 7: 1 0.

C hristi a ns  ar c n ot  t o b e  c o m pl et el y  
p assi v e  i n t his s pirit u al w arf ar e.  S o m e  
t hi n k a  b eli e v er  is t o d o  n ot hi n g  b ut  st a n d  
still a n d l et G o d  d o  it all. It is tr u e t h at 
vi ct or y  c o m es fr o m G o d,  b ut  G o d  e x 
p e cts  b eli e v ers  t o b e  i n v ol v e d i n a p pr o 
pri ati n g  t h e vi ct or y.  It w as  n ot  s uffi ci e nt 
t h at M os es  i nt er c e d e d o n  l h e t o p of  l h e 
hill.  J os h u a  h a d  t o d o  his  p art  b y  fi g hti n g 
L h e  e n e m y  d o w n  i n t h e v all e y.  G o d  d o cs  
pr o vi d e,  b ut  m a n ki n d  m ust  g o  f ort h a n d  
t a k e w h at  G o d  s u p pli es. It is r e c or d e d 
t h at t h e L or d  G o d  l ol d Isr a el, " E v er y  
pl a c e  t h e s ol e of  y o ur  f o ot s h all tr e a d 
u p o n,  t h at I h a v e  gi v e n  u nt o  y o u "  (J os h. 
1 : 3). Isr a el h a d  t o cr oss di e  J or d a n a n d  
a p pr o pri at e 山 c pr o mis e d  l a n d. I n li k、  
m a n n er,  a b eli e v er m ust  a p pr o pri a d  
G o d's  pr o mis e  of  vi ct or y.

P et er  a d m o nis h es C hristi a ns:  " B e

a w a y; b e h ol d,  all  
tili n gs ar c  b e c o m e  n e w "  ( 2 C or.  5: 1 7).  

T his  n e w  n at ur e  is gi v e n  t h e b eli e v er  at  
s al v ati o n, i. c., a c c e pt a n c e of  J es us as  
o n e's  p ers o n al  S a vi or.  T his  n e w lif e 
( S pirit) is C hrist  d w elli n g  i n di e  b eli e v er's  
h e art,  n ot  t h e ol d  lif e (fl es h) m a d e  o v er.  
( S e e G al.  2: 2 0.)

Alt h o u g h  a n e w  n at ur e  is gi v e n  t h e 
b eli e v er,  t h e ol d  n at ur e,  or  si n n at ur e,  
r e m ai ns u ntil t his c orr u pti bl e p uts  o n  
i n c orr u pti o n a n d lliis m ort al  p uts o n  
i m m ort alit y. ( S e e 1 C or.  1 5: 5 1- 5 8.)  T his  
will  b e  a c c o m plis h e d  wit h  l h e r es urr e c
ti o n of  di e  d e a d  al  J es us'  s e c o n d  c o mi n g.

B as e d  o n  t h e f or e g oi n g S cri pt ur e  l e a c h
i n g, I affir m  t h at e v er y  C hristi a n  h as  t w o 
n at ur es.  O n e  is si nf ul a n d  o n e  is si nl ess. 
O n e  is b o m  of  t h e fl es h aft er l h e first 
A d a m,  w h er e as  t h e s e c o n d or  s pirit u al 
n at ur e  is b e g ott e n  of  G o d.  T h es e  t w o 
n at ur es  diff er  fr o m e a c h  ot h er  i n ori gi n,  
c h ar a ct er,  t e m p er a m e nt, a n d  t h e b e h a v 
i or t h e y g e n er at e.  T h es e  t w o n at ur es  h a v e  
a bs ol ut el y  n ot hi n g  i n c o m m o n  a n d  ar e  i n 
c o m pl et e  o p p ositi o n  t o e a c h  ot h er.  S cri p 
t ur e r e c or ds t his str u g gl e i n m a n y  st ori es. 
C o nsi d er  Is h m a el a n d Is a a c, Es a u  a n d  
J a c o b as  r e pr es e nt ati v es.

h a d  or d er e d,  a n d  
M os es,  A ar o n,  a n d H ur w e nt  

t o t h e t o p of  t h e hill.  As  l o n g as M os es  
h el d  u p  his  h a n ds,  t h e Isr a elit es w er e  
wi n ni n g,  b ut  w h e n e v er  h e  l o w er e d his  
h a n ds, t h e A m al e kit es  w er e  wi n ni n g.  
W h e n  M os es,  h a n ds gr e w tir e d, t h e y 
t o o k a  st o n e a n d  p ut  it u n d er  hi m  a n d  h e  
s al o n  it. A ar o n  a n d  H ur  h el d  his  h a n ds  
u p ―  n e  o n  o n e  si d e, o n e  o n  t h e o 山 er —  
s o t h at his  h a n ds  r e m ai n e d st e a d y till 
s u ns et. S o  J os h u a o v er c a m e  t h e A m al c-  
kil c  ar m y  wit h  t h e s w or d " ( E x. 1 7: 9- 1 3,  
NI V).

T h e  t w o as p e cts of  G o d's  w a y  f or 
vi ct or y  w er e

1.  w arf ar e  a n d
2.  i nt er c essi o n.
I n t h e f or e g oi n g r e c or d of  t h e b attl e  at  

R e p hi di m  w e  n ot e  t h at M os es  i nstr u ct e d 
J os h u a a n d  h e  di d  as i nstr u ct e d. J os h u a 
c h os e m e n  of  Isr a el a n d f o u g ht wit h  
A m al c k  i n t h e v all e y  a n d  M os es,  A ar o n,  
a n d  H ur  w e nt  t o di e  t o p of  l h e hill.  T o 
g et h er  t h es e i w o gr o u ps  f ulfill e d G o d's  
pl a n  f or Isr a el's vi ct or y  o v er  Ai n al e k.  
J os h u a a n d his s ol di ers f o u g ht i n t h e 
v all e y  b el o w,  a pi ct ur e  of  t h e v all e y  of  
lif e's d ail y  b attl e.  M os es,  A ar o n,  a n d  H ur  
f o u g ht t h e g o o d  fi g ht o n  l h e t o p of  t h e 
hill,  a  pi ct ur e  of  t h e C hristi a n's  s pirit u al 
str u g gl es  i n t h e o n g oi n g  b attl e  a g ai nst  t h e 
d o w n w ar d  p ull  of  t h e ol d  n at ur e.

T h e  C hristi a n  lif e is o n e  of  w arf ar e —  
a  s pirit u al b attl e.  E p h esi a ns  6: 1 2- 1 8  d e 
s cri b es t his a n d it is n ot e d  i n v ers es  1 7  
a n d 1 8  t h e t w o n e c essiti es  f or t h e C hris 
ti a n. T h e y  ar e  d es cri b e d  as

1.  t h e a mi or  of  G o d  a n d
2.  pr a y er.
I n t h e st or y  of  l h e b aili e  at  R e p hi di m,  

t h e I w o as p e cts  of  s pirit u al w arf ar e  ar e  
e vi d e nt — J os h u a wit h  t h e s w or d (s y m
b oli c  of  t h e W or d  of  G o d)  a n d M os es  
wit h  t h e u plift e d  h a n ds  of  i nt er c essi o n 
a n d  pr a y er.  T h er e  w as  w arf ar e  b et w e e n

-
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s o b er, b e  vi g-  ■
il a nl; b e c a us e  y o ur  a d v ers ar y
t h e d e vil,  as  a  r o ari n g li o n, w al k ct h  a b o ut,  
s e e ki n g w h o m  h e  m a y  d e v o ur' *  (I P ct.  
5: 8).  I n o ur  b aili e  st or y t h e cr u ci al  b attl e  
t o o k pl a c e  o n  di e  t o p of  t h e hill.  S o  it is 
witli  t h e b eli e v er.  It is a  f a ct Hi  at  b eli e v ers  
d o  gr o w  w e ar y  i n pr a y er  b ut  G o d's  W or d  
e x h orts,  " M e n  o u g ht  al w a ys  t o pr a y,  a n d  
n ot  t o f ai nt " ( L u k e 1 8: 1).  It w as  n o  diff er 
e nt wit h  J es us' dis ci pl es  as H e  l o o k e d 
t o w ar d t h e cr oss.  ( S e e M all.  2 6: 4 0, 4 1.)  It 
is n o diff er e nt  wiili  C hristi a ns  t o d a y. 
H o w e v er,  t h er e is pr o mis e d  h el p  f or tliis 
w e ari n ess  i n pr a y er.  M os es  b e c a m e  w e ar y  
as  h e  h el d  his  h a n ds  hi g h  i nt er c e di n g f or 
Isr a el, b ut  A ar o n  a n d H ur  willi n gl y  as 
sist e d hi m  i n his  ti m e of  n e e d.  I n ot e  t h at 
A ar o n  w as  l at er c o ns e cr at e d  a n d  s er v e d 
as  Isr a el's Hi g h  Pri est  as  di e y  w ors hi p e d  
G o d.  S o  tliis e v e nt  s p e a ks pl ai nl y  of  t h e 
Hi g h  Pri est  a n d  his  w or k  of  i nt er c essi o n, 
b eli e v ers  h a v e  a  Hi g h  Pri est  w h o  m a k es  
i nt er c essi o n f or t h e m一 t h e L or d  J es us 
C hrist.  ( S e e H c b.  7: 2 5.)  T his  pr o vi d es  
b eli e v ers wit h  l h e n e e d e d s pirit u al 
s Lr e n g di as w e  e n g a g e i n s pirit u al w ar 
f ar e.

N ot  o nl y  d o cs  J es us i nt er c e d e f or us,  
b ut  tli c S pirit  of  G o d  als o  h el ps  o ur  i nfir
miti es.  ( S e e R o ni.  8: 2 6, 2 7.) I n d e e d, 
* * Lif e's  s h a d o ws  ar c  lift e d b y  t h e wi n gs  of  
pr a y er. "

Usi n g  G o d's  W a y

J os h u a a n d  his  s ol di ers b attli n g  i n t h e 
v all e y  c o m pl et es  G o d's  pl a n  f or vi ct or y.  
E x o d us  1 7: 1 3  d e cl ar es,  ''J os h u a dis c o m-  
fitt e d A m al e k  a n d his  p e o pl e  witli  di e  
e d g e  of  t h e s w or d. " T his  w as  p ossi bl e  
b e c a us e  M os es,  assist e d b y  A ar o n  a n d  
H ur,  w as  o n  l h e t o p of  t h e hill  i ni cr c e d- 
i n g.

C hristi a ns  c a n  d o  b attl e  i n t h e v all e y  
b el o w  a g ai nst  di e  ol d  n at ur e  b y  usi n g  t h e 
s w or d as J os h u a di d.  W h er e as  J os h u a 
Ns e d  a n  a ct u al  s w or d, w e  ar c  t o us e  * *i h e  
s w or d of  t h e s pirit, w hi c h  is t h e w or d  of  
G o d "  ( E p h. 6: 1 7).  A  b eli e v er's  str u g gl e

is pri m aril y  a g ai nst t h e ol d  
n at ur e.  As  w c c q ui p o urs cl v es  wit h  G o d's  
W or d  a n d  us e  it, w e  will  r e ali z e vi ct or y  
o v er  di e  ol d  n at ur e.  ( S e e H c b.  4: 1 2.)  As  
w e  e n g a g e  i n s pirit u al w arf ar e,  w e  m ust  
r e m e m b er t h at it is n ot  b y  pr a y er  al o n e,  
n or  b y  di e  us e  of  l h e s w or d  al o n e,  t h at w e  
wi n  s pirit u al b attl es.  B o Lli  p arts  of  G o d's  
pl a n  m ust  b e  us e d.

T hr o u g h  G o d's  W or d  a  b eli e v er  l e ar ns 
his r ol e i n J es us Clirist  a n d w h at  H e  
a c hi e v e d f or us w h e n  H e  di e d  i n o ur  
pl a c e.  K n o wi n g  o ur  p ositi o n  i n C hrist  w e  
ar c  t h e n r es p o nsi bl e t o li v e a c c or di n gl y.  
Pr o p er  t e a c hi n g d et er mi n es  ri g ht li vi n g. 
R o m a ns  6: 3- 6  r e v e als w h at  w e  ar c t o 
k n o w;  R o m a ns  6: 1 1  t e a c h es t h at w e  ar e  
t o c o u nt  o n  ii b y  a n  a ct  of  f ait h; R o m a ns  
6: 1 2,  1 3  dis cl os es  tli at w e  ar e  t o pr es e nt  
o urs el v es  t o t h e L or d  t o c arr y  o ut His  will  
i n us.  T his  c o ns e cr ati o n  of  o urs el v es  is a  
r es ult of  w h at  w e  k n o w  a n d  a c c e pt,  a n d  is 
r e ali z e d t hr o u g h t h e H ol y  S pirit.  R o m a ns  
8: 1 3  sl at es,  * * F or  if y e  li v e aft er  t h e fl es h, 
y cs h all di e:  b ut  if y e  t hr o u g h l h e S pirit  d o  
m ortif y  l h e d e e ds  of  t h e b o d y,  y e  s h all 
li v e. " Tli e  H ol y  S pirit  e n a bl es di e  b e 
li e v er t o li v e vi ct ori o us  o v er  si n.

M a n ki n d's  ol d n at ur e c a n n ot b e  
c h a n g e d,  c orr e ct e d,  or  m a d e  o v er  i n a n y  
w a y.  M a n ki n d  is t ot all y d e pr a v e d  a n d  his  
ol d  n at ur e  c a n d o  n ot hi n g  t h at pl e as es  
G o d.

Altli o u g h  G o d  d o cs  n ot hi n g  i o c h a n g e  
l h e ol d  n at ur e,  H e  h as  pr o vi d e d  a  w a y  f or 
b eli e v ers  t o s e c ur e vi ct or y  o v er  it. G o d  
gi v es  t h e H ol y  S pirit  t o b eli e v ers  w h e n  
t h e y a c c e pt His  S o n  as t h eir p ers o n al  
S a vi or  a n d,  b y  its g ui d a n c e,  t h e y e x p eri 
e n c e  vi ct or y  o v er  tli c d esir es  of  t h e fl es h. 
( G al. 5: 1 4,  1 7.)

Aft er  J os h u a  d ef e at e d  Ai n al c k  a n d  his  
p e o pl e  b y  M os es'  i nt er c ess or y pr a y er  o n  
t h e hillt o p,  t h e L or d  i nstr u ct e d M os es,

" Writ e t his f or a
m e m ori al  i n a  b o o k,  a n d  r e h e ars e it i n di e  
e ars  of  J os h u a: f or I will  utt erl y  p ut  o ut  
t h e r e m e m br a n c e of  A m al e k  fr o m u n d er  
h e a v c n,,  ( E x. 1 7: 1 4).  Alt h o u g h  A m al e k  
w o ul d  ultii n al cl y  b e  bl ott e d  o ul,  Isr a el 
h a d  t o c o nt e n d  witli  hi m  a n d  his  d es c e n 
d a nts  f or g e n er ati o ns.  S o,  t o o. e v e n  tli o u g h 
l h e b eli e v er  will  e v e nt u all y  b e  d eli v er e d  
fr o m t h e pr es e n c e  ofs  i n, h e  m ust  str u g gl e 
wit h  t h e si n  n at ur e  as  l o n g as  h e  is m ort al. 
W h e n  t his m ort alit y  is r e pl a c e d b y  i m
m ort alit y,  t h e vil e  b o d y  s h all b e  c h a n g e d  
a n d  t h us d eli v er e d  fr o m si n's pr es e n c e.  
( S e e R o m.  8: 2 3; P hil.  3: 2 1.)  S cri pt ur e  
t e a c h es t h at t his c h a n g e  will  b e  a c c o m 
plis h e d  at l h e s e c o n d c oi ni n g of  J es us  
C hrist.  ( 1 T h es.  4: 1 3- 1 8;  1 C or.  1 5: 5 1  - 
5 8.)

S o,  c o nsi d er  t his. A  C hristi a n  b eli e v er  
c a n h a v e  vi ct or y  o v er  si n's d o mi ni o n  
n o w  a n d p oss ess  t h e gl ori o us  h o p e  of  
d eli v er a n c e  fr o m its pr es e n c e  at J es us' 
r et ur n.

Aft er  G o d  i nstr u ct e d M os es  t o r e c or d 
t h e A m al e k  i n ci d c ni, M os es  b uilt  a n  alt ar  
a n d  c all e d  it J e h o v a h- nissi. ( E x. 1 7: 1 5.)  
T h e  n a m e  M os es  g a v e  tliis alt ar  lit er all y 
m e a ns  "t h e L o r d  o ur  b a n n er.''  M os es  
st o o d t all i n t h e mi g ht  a n d  p o w er  of  G o d  
o v er  A m al e k.

B eli e v ers  ar c  li k e wis e t o " b e  str o n g i n 
t h e L o r d  a n d t h e p o w er  of  his  nii g h L "  
( E p h. 6: 1 0).  W e  m ust  n ot  s p ar e t h e fl es h 
as S a ul  s p ar e d A m al e k.  ( 1 S a m. 1 5.)  
I n d e e d, o b e di e n c e  is f ar b elt er  t h a n s a cri
fi c e!

M a y  w e  n ot  s p ar e t h e fl es h a n d its 
w or ks,  b ut  r atil er b y  di e  i n d w elli n g C hrist  
p ut  t o d e at h  e v er yt hi n g  Ui at h as  i o d o  wit h  
t h e ol d  n at ur e.  G o d  h as  pr o vi d e d  t his w a y  
f or t h e b eli e v er  t o a c hi e v e  vi ci or y.  T h er e  
is n o  ot h er  w a y!  r h
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b y  P ast or  Si d  H at c h  
S h er w o o d,  O R

, T h e y ... b e g a n  

t o s p e a k  wit h  

ot h er  t o n g u e s" 

( A ct s 2: 4).

sir at e his  s pirit u al pr o w ess.  E v e n  i n Di al  d a y,  P a ul  
m a k es  cl e ar,  n ot  all  r e c ei v e d t h e gift  of  l o n g u es or  
l a n g u a g es.2

T h e  gift  of  t o n g u es w as  o n e  mir a cl e  a m o n g  
m a n y  d uri n g  a  r e m ar k a bl e e p o c h i n h u m a n  his 
t or y. It w as  t h e mir a cl e ofl a n g u a g cs.il  e n a bl e d  t h e 
s p e a k er t o c o m m u ni c at e i n a l a n g u a g e h e  h a d  
n e v er  l e ar n e d, t h at ot h ers  mi g ht  h e ar  t h e m ess a g e.

N E O F T H E  M O S T  r e m ar k a bl e gifts  
of  t h e A cts  p eri o d  w as  t h e gift  of  
''l o n g u es. " A cts  2: 4  s a ys:  * * A n d  t h e y 
w er e  all  fill e d witli  t h e H ol y  G h ost,  

a n d  b e g a n  t o s p e a k witli  ot h er  t o n g u es. "
T h e Gr e e k  w or df or * *t o n g u e n  is Lit er all y,  

gl oss a  m e a nt  t h e or g a n  of  s p e e c h, t h e t o n g u e. 
T h e n,  b y  m et o n y m y, 1 it m e a nt  "s p e e c h, t al k " or  
“ l a n g u a g e. "

T h e  dis ci pl es  w er e  fill e d wit h  s pirit u al p o w er  
" a n d b e g a n  t o s p e a k i n ot h er  l a n g u a g es. "

F urt h er  e vi d e n c e  t h ai t h e "l o n g u es "  of  P e nt e 
c ost  w er e  a ct u al  l a n g u a g es, a n d  t h e l a n g u a g es of  
m a n ki n d,  is L h e  e x p eri e n c e of  t h e pil gri ms  i n 
J er us al e m.  Fift e e n  pl a c es  of  g e o gr a p hi c  ori gi n  ar c  
m e nti o n e d,  y et  e a c h  o n e  h e ar d  t h e dis ci pl es  i n his  
o w n  "l a n g u a g e "  or  " di al e ct. "

I n t h es e p ass a g es  ( v ers es si x a n d  ei g ht)  L u k e  
us es,  n ot  t h e w or d  gl oss a,  b ut  t h e w or d  di al e kt os.  
T his  m e a nt  l h e di al e ct  of  a  p arti c ul ar  c o u ntr y  or  
distri ct.  T h e  dis ci pl es  s p o k e n ot  o nl y  fr o m t h e 
pri n ci p al l a n g u a g e gr o u ps  of  t h at p art  of  t h e 
w orl d,  b ut  fr o m v ari o us  pr o vi n ci al  di al e cis  wit hi n  
t h os e l a n g u a g e gr o u ps.

T h e  pil gri ms  w h o  h a d  ass e m bl e d  i n J er us al e m 
f or P e nt e c ost  w er e  J e ws. B ut,  li k e t h e J e ws of  
t o d a y, t h e y s p o k e t h e l a n g u a g es a n d  di al e cts  of  
t h e c o u ntri es  i n w hi c h  t h e y li v e d. T h e y  n e e d e d  t o 
h e ar  t h e m ess a g e  i n t h eir o w n  s p e e c h.

T h e  p hr as e  " w o n d erf ul w or ks  of  G o d "  i n di
c at es  t h at t h e dis ci pl es  w h o  w er e  s p e a ki n g  g a v e  a  
d efi nit e  m ess a g e.  As  i o t h e c o nt e nt  of  t h at m es 
s a g e, w e  c a n  o nl y  s ur mis e fr o m S cri pt ur e,  b ut  it 
w as  a m ess a g e  u n d erst o o d  b y  t h e p e o pl e.  A n d  
t h es e w er e  p e o pl e  w h o  w er e  n ot  as  y et  b eli e v ers  
i n J es us of  N a z ar et h  as  t h e M essi a h.

O b vi o usl y,  t h e n, l h e gift  of  t o n g u es w as  n ot  a n  
e m oti o n al  e x p eri e n c e  f or t h e p ers o n al  gr atifi c a 
ti o n of  t h e s p e a k er. N or  w as  it i nt e n d e d t o d e m o n-

T h e  C ess ati o n  of  t h e Gift  of  T o n g u es

D uri n g  t h e d a ys  of  t h e b o o k  of  A cts,  t h er e 
e xist e d  t h e mir a cl e of''l o n g u es'' or''l a n g u a g es. "  It 
w as  a u ni q u e  a n d w o n d erf ul  gift  t h at c n a bl c( 1 ^  
b eli e v ers t o o v er c o m e  a l a n g u a g e b arri er  a n d / 
c o m m u ni c at e  G o d's  W or d  t o ot h ers.

Is t his s p e ci al  gift  i n e vi d e n c e  t o d a y ? T his  q u es 
ti o n m ust  b e  c o nsi d er e d  i n t h e li g ht of  1 C ori nllii-  
a ns  1 3: 8,  " C h arit y  n e v er  f ail ct h: b ut  w h et h er  t h er e 
b e  pr o p h e ci es,  t h e y s h all f ail; w h ctli cr  t h er e b e  
t o n g u es, t h e y s h all c c as c;  w h et h er  di cr c  b e  k n o wl 
e d g e,  it s h all v a nis h  a w a y. "

H er e  P a ul  p oi nts  o ut  t h e tr a nsit or y n at ur e  of  
tli os e gifts  i n o p er ati o n  d uri n g  t h eti m e of t h e B o o k  
of  A cts.  Pr o p h e c y  will  "f ail ”  or  " b e  br o u g ht  t o a n  
e n d. "  K n o wl e d g e  will  " v a nis h  a w a y. "  A n d  t h e gift  
of  t o n g u es will  " c e as e. "

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or " c e as e " is p a u o  w hi c h  
m e a ns  " c a us e t o st o p, r estr ai n, pr o hi bit, n  et c.  I n 
t h e mi d dl e  v oi c e,  as  h er e,  it si m pl y m e a ns  t o st o p, 
c e as e,  or  c o m e  t o a n  e n d ?

H e n c e  P a ul  cl e arl y  s a ys t h at t h e gift  of  t o n g u es 
will  c o m e  t o a n  e n d.  T h at  it h as  d o n e  s o is cl e arl y  
e vi d e nt. Missi o n ari es  t o d a y, of  all p ers u asi o ns,  
m ust  g o  t o l a n g u a g e s c h o ol.  T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul,  o n  
di e  otli er  h a n d,  w as  e n a bl e d  i o s p e a k i n t h e l a n
g u a g e  of  e a c h  cit y or  pr o vi n c e  tli al h e  e nt er e d  
wit h o ut  b e n efit  of  l a n g u a g e s c h o ol. U I s p e a k 
l a n g u a g es ( gl oss ais) m or e  t h a n y o u  all, "  h e  s ai d. ^ L'

T h os e  m a nif esi ali o ns  w hi c h  o c c ur  t o d a y i n

oflanguagcs.il
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A n n o u n c e m e nt  t o R e a d e rs
Alt h o u g h  A d v e ntis m  h as  b e e n  o n e  of  N ort h  A m eri c a's  m ost  i nfl u e nti al r eli gi o us m o v e m e nts,  s u卬 risi n gl y littl e 
a c a d e mi c  st u d y h as  b e e n  d e v ot e d  t o its v ari o us  m a nif est ati o ns  i n c o m p aris o n  wit h  ot h er  r eli gi o us m o v e m e nts.  Wit h  t his 
f a ct i n mi n d,  w e  ar e  a n xi o us t o r e m e d y t his sit u ati o n t hr o u g h t h e cr e ati o n of  a n A d v e ntist  M o v e m e nts  Hist ori c al  
Ass o ci ati o n.  W e  b eli e v e  s u c h a n  ass o ci ati o n  s h o ul d h ol d  a n n u al  c o nf er e n c es a n d  pr o m ot e  t h e p u bli c ati o n  of  w or ks  
r el ati n g t o t h e hist or y  of  A d v e ntis m.  T h er ef or e,  w e  w o ul d  li k e t o i n vit e y o u  p ers o n all y  t o h el p  i n t h e f or m ati o n of  
A M H A  a n d  t o b e c o m e  a  s ust ai ni n g m e m b er  t h er e of.

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

B o x  1 0 0. 0 0 0

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

C h ur c h  of  G o d  

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  

B o x  1 0 0  
k Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1 .

T o  h el p  y o u  d et er mi n e  t h e p ar a m et ers  of  o ur  pr o p os e d  s o ci et y's i nt er ests, w e  s u g g est t h e st u d y of  t h e Mill erit e  
m o v e m e nt  ( a n d a nt e c e d e nts  t h er e of) a n d  ail  m o v e m e nts  w hi c h  h a v e  gr o w n  o ut  of  t h e Mill erit e  e x p eri e n c e,  eit h er  dir e ctl y  
or  i n dir e ctl y. S u c h  m o v e m e nts  i n cl u d e— b ut  ar e  n ot  li mit e d t o— t h e A d v e nt  C hristi a ns,  S e c o n d  A d v e ntists,  S e v e nt h-  
D a y  A d v e ntists,  S e v e nt h- D a y  C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( D e n v er, C ol or a d o),  C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( S e v e nt h D a y),  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  ( Or e g o n, Illi n ois a n d  M orr o w,  G e or gi a),  C hrist a d el p hi a ns,  J e h o v a h's Wit n ess es,  a n d  v ari o us  Bi bl e  
St u d e nt  gr o u ps  s u c h as P ast or al  Bi bl e  St u d e nts,  t h e L a y m a n *s  H o m e  Missi o n ar y  M o v e m e nt,  D a w n  Bi bl e  St u d e nts,  
Di vi n e  Pl a n  Bi bl e  St u d e nts,  C hristi a n  B eli e v ers,  Fr e e  Bi bl e  St u d e nts,  a n d  t h e C hristi a n  Mill e n ni al  C h ur c h.  H o w e v er,  
A M H A  will  n ot  pr o m ot e  t h e t h e ol o g y or  d o ctri n es  of  a n y  of  t h e a b o v e;  it will  b e  a n  a c a d e mi c  s o ci et y o nl y  wit h  n o  
" d e n o mi n ati o n  a x' * t o gri n d.

q u ot ati o n  fr o m t h e G os p el  b y  J o h n, o n  t h e p hr as e,  ' c o m e d o w n  
fr o m h e a v e n *  a n d et c., t h at ' c o m e d o w n'  is d eri v e d  fr o m t h e 
Gr e e k  K at a b ai n o,  a n d  a m o n g  its first si g nifi c ati o ns, m e a ns  t o 
d es c e n d. ―  hrist  d es c e n d e d  n ot  fr o m A d a m,  b ut  fr o m G o d  His  
F at h er,  c o ns e q u e ntl y n ot  fr o m t his w orl d,  b ut  fr o m h e a v e n.  
M att h e w  a n d  L u k e,  i n t h eir g e n e al o gi es  of  C hrist,  h a v e  pr o v e d  
t his b e y o n d  dis p ut e. " ― J os e p h M ars h,  E x p osit or  a n d  A d v o c at e,  
V ol u m e  2 8,  N u m b er  1 9,  p a g e  5 2 7,  M ar c h  1,  1 8 5 8.

It is o ur  i nt e nti o n t o h ol d  a  bri ef  or g a ni z ati o n al  m e eti n g  t o f or m a n  a d  h o c  e x e c uti v e  c o m mitt e e  a n d  t o pr e p ar e  b yl a ws  
w hi c h  will  l at er b e  r atifi e d b y  t h e g e n er al  m e m b ers hi p.  W e  h o p e  t o m e et  i n C hi c a g o  n e ar  t h e e n d  of  M ar c h,  1 9 9 3,  f or 
t his p ur p os e.  If y o u  ar e  i nt er est e d, pl e as e  r es p o n d t o M ar k  M attis o n,  3 8 8 0  J eff ers o n S E,  W y o mi n g,  MI,  U S A  4 9 5 4 8.  
F e el  fr e e t o s e n d t h e n a m es  a n d  a d dr ess es  of  ot h ers  w h o  m a y  als o  b e  i nt er est e d.

it als o  pr e cl u d e d  t h at, fr o m t his p oi nt  or,  a n y  m e m b ers  w h o  
h er et of or e  diss e nt e d  d o ctri n all y  mi g ht  b e i n vit e d t o l e a v e t h e 
f ell o ws hi p. T his  c o m pil ati o n p uts  e x c er pts  fr o m e arl y writ ers  
"si d e b y  si d e " f or c o m p aris o n. R e a d ers'  r es p o ns e i n vit e d.

E dit or *s  N ot e:  H er e  f oll o ws P art  2 of  D a vi d  Gr a h a m's  arti cl e  
fr o m t h e l ast H N  5( 2) t ' 9 2, w hi c h  g a v e  a bri ef  hist or y  of  o ur  
pri vil e g e  i n A m eri c a  t o diss e nt  a n d  t h e C O G's  s h yi n g a w a y  fr o m 
t h at pri vil e g e.  I n l e a ni n g t o w ar d a u nifi e d  st at e m e nt of  f ait h 
l e a di n g t o a  r e or g a niz ati o n of  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  i n 1 9 2 1,

J O S E P H M A R S H  
( 1 8 0 2- 1 8 6 3)

" W e h a v e  c ar ef ull y  r e a d Br ot h er  H e nr y  Gr e w's  arti cl e  o n  t h e 
pr e- e xist e n c e  of  C hrist.  . . . W e  will  s a y i n r ef er e n c e t o his

M A U RI C E  J O B LI N  
( 1 8 3 2- 1 9 0 7)

" B e cl o u d e d m ust  b e  t h e mi n d  t h at c a n n ot  s e e t h at J es us w as  
a n  a d o pt e d  S o n;  a n d  t h at if n o  R E A L  S O N  h a d  b e e n  s e nt f ort h, 
t h er e c o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  n o  s o ns a d o pt e d.

" B y virt u e  of  His  S O N S HI P  J es us w as  H EI R;  a n d  t h e H eir  
g a v e  t h e p o w er  t o b e c o m e  s o ns a n d  h eirs  t o all * w h o  b eli e v e d  
i nt o his  n a m e. 1 J o h n 1: 1 2.  H e  g a v e  t his p o w er  b y  off eri  n g  
Hi ms elf,  His  offi c es  a n d  w or k,  as  t h e o bj e ct  of  t h eir f ait h.

" P a ul i n R o m a ns  1: 1 6  s a ys it is t h e G os p el  of  t his s a m e 
C hrist,  t h at is t h e p o w er  of  G o d  u nt o  s al v ati o n t o all w h o  
b eli e v e  it. T h e  v er y  G os p el  J es us r ef err e d t o w h e n  H e  s ai d, Ti e

O F  J E S U S C H RI S T,  
C O N C E R NI N G  HI S  T R U E  N A T U R E

S el e ct e d  b y  D a vi d  Gr a h a m  fr o m 
s e v er al  A g e-t o- C o m e  writ ers.



T h e  HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R  is p u blis h e d  c o n c urr e ntl y  wit h  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  at Or e g o n,
Illi n ois. J a n et Slils o n,  E dit o r,  G or d o n  L a n dr y,  C o m p osi n g  E dit or,  B e c k y  H all,  T y p es ett er.  A n n u al  S u bs cri pti o n,  $ 1 2. C h ur c h  of  G o d
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  L ett ers  of  I n q uir y, M a n us cri pts  l o E dit or,  6 0 7  S.  4t h  S l , Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1.

t h at b eli e v et h  a n d  is b a pti z e d  s h all b e  s a v e d. 1 M ar k  1 6: 1 6.  T his  
is b ei n g  l e d b y  t h e S pirit,  R o m.  8: 1 4,  a n d c o nstit ut e d  s o ns of  
G o d — J es us' w or ds  w er e  s pirit a n d  lif e.

" T h e s yst e m w e  o p p os e  pr a cti c all y  pl a c es  J es us o n  a l e v el 
wit h  ot h er  m e n;  a n d  s h o ws h o w  f ar a w a y fr o m t h e t mt h it is 
w h e n  it s a ys t h er e w as  n o  cl e a nsi n g p o w er  i n His  bl o o d,  
t hr o u g h f ait h.

" T h e S cri pt ur es  a b o v e  q u ot e d  ar e  i n v ul n er a bl e. T h e  h e a vi est  
artill er y  of  t h e e n e m y  c a n n ot  aff e ct  t h e m, n or  t h os e w h o  tr ust i n 
t h e m. A n d  t h e n e xt  r ef er e n c e w e  s h all m a k e  will  i nf alli bl y 
e n d ors e w h at  w e  h a v e  j ust s ai d r es p e cti n g His  S o ns hi p  a n d  
h eirs hi p;  a n d  t h e a d o pti o n  of  s o ns, a n d  t h eir j oi nt- h eirs hi p wit h  
Hi m  w h o  is h eir  of  all t hi n gs.

"J o h n 3: 1 4- 1 6  r e a ds as f oll o ws: ' A n d as M os es  lift e d u p  t h e 
s er p e nt i n t h e wil d er n ess,  e v e n  s o m ust  t h e S o n  of  m a n  b e  lift e d 
u p,  t h at w h os o e v er  b eli e v et h  i n hi m  s h o ul d n ot  p eris h,  b ut  h a v e  
e v erl asti n g  lif e. F or  G o d  s o l o v e d t h e w orl d,  t h at h e  g a v e  his  
O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S o n,  t h at w h os o e v er  b eli e v et h i n hi m  
s h o ul d n ot  p eris h,  b ut  h a v e  e v erl asti n g  lif e/

" T his b e y o n d  q u esti o n  s ettl es it:
" 1. T h at  t h er e is n o  ot h er  S o n  of  T H A T  C L A S S;  a n d
" 2. T h at  G o d  is t h e F at h er  of  J es us i n a s e ns e i n w hi c h  H e  is 

F at h er  t o N O  O N E  els e,  a n d
" 3. T h at  it is f or His  E XI S T E N C E  H e  is i n d e bt e d t o G o d  i n 

t h e m a n n er  s et f ort h, n ot f or a n y ot h er  r el ati o ns hi p. His  
p at er nit y  is h er e  s ettl e d i n d e p e n d e ntl y of  M att h e w  a n d  L u k e.

" 4. T h at  H e  di d  n ot  b e c o m e  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w h e n  H e  w as  
b a pti z e d.  T h e  a n n o u n c e m e nt of  His  S o ns hi p  t o G o d  w as  t h e n 
m a d e.

" 5. T h at  H e  di d  n ot  b e c o m e  S o n  of  G o d  at  His  r es urr e cti o n. 
H e  w as  t h e n A G AI N  D E C L A R E D  t o b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d  wit h  
p o w er,  a c c or di n g  t o t h e S pirit  of  H oli n ess,  B Y  t h e r es urr e cti o n 
fr o m t h e d e a d,  i nst e a d of  or all y.

" 6. T h at  H e  b e c a m e  S o n  of  G o d  at  His  birt h,  b e c a us e  H e  w as  
m a d e  of  a w o m a n  b y  G o d;  a n d t h at a g ai n a c c o u nts f or His  
E XI S T E N C E.  A n d

" 7. T h e  pr o mis e  of  G a bri el  t h at t h e H ol y  T hi n g  t o b e  b o m  of  
M ar y  s h o ul d b e  c all e d  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w as  a ct u all y  a n d  lit er all y 
f ulfill e d— as  t h e w or ds  of  J es us, J o h n 3: 1 6  pr o v e.

" Of c o urs e t h e l ast q u ot ati o n  will  b e  o bj e ct e d  t o, as n ot  
a ut h e nti c;  b ut  t h e o bj e ct ors  c a n  t hr o w o ut  w h at e v er  t h e y pl e as e,  
a n d  w el c o m e;  b ut  si n c e t h e y h a v e  c o nf ess e d  t h e y ar e  o bli g e d  t o 
d o  s o o n  a n  o pi ni o n  it w o ul d  b e  f oll y t o all o w t h e m t o d o  a n y  
c alli n g f or us. . ・ ・ "— T h e  P at er nit y  of  J es us, p a g es  3 8,  3 9,  
M a uri c e  J o bli n, n. d.

♦ B y 1 8 7 6, h o w e v er, El d er  L y o n  h a d c h a n g e d his vi e ws  r el a
ti v e t o t h e F at h er  of  C hrist.

H e  e x p u n g e d t h at p orti o n  of  t h e r e c or d of  C hrist's  birt h  w hi c h  
r el at es t o His  vir gi n  m ot h er,  a n d t o His  h a vi n g  b e e n  b e g ott e n  b y  
t h e H ol y  S pirit.

H e  r e p u di at e d M att h e w's  a p pli c ati o n of  t h e pr o p h e c y  of  Is ai a h

WI L E Y  J O N E S
( 1 8 3 5- 1 8 9 8)

" D e ar Br o.  Wils o n: — I h a v e  b ef or e  m e  t h e B a n n er  of  J u n e 
1 5t h,  c o nt ai ni n g a n arti cl e fr o m y o ur  p e n,  o n  t h e n at ur e  of  
C hrist,  i n w hi c h  y o u  s a y t h at y o u  h a v e  n ot hi n g  t o d o  wit h  t h e 
q u esti o n  of  his  pr e- e xist e n c e.  O n  w hi c h  all o w  m e  t o m a k e  a  f e w 
s u g g esti o ns f or t h e r e a d ers of  t h e B a n n er.  A n d  i n t h e first pl a c e,  
I will  r e p e at a w ell  k n o w n  tr ut h w hi c h  w e  ar e all t o o oft e n  
dis p os e d  t o f or g et, n a m el y,  T h e  s e cr et t hi n gs b el o n g  u nt o  t h e 
L or d  o ur  G o d;  b ut  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e  r e v e al e d b el o n g  u nt o  
us,  a n d t o o ur  c hil dr e n  f or e v er. 1 D e ut.  x xi x.  2 9.  Y es  br et hr e n,  
*  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e  r e v e al e d *; n o  l ess t h a n t h es e, a n d  m ar k  it 
w ell,  n ot hi n g  m or e.  * R e m e m b er  t h e d a ys  of  ol d/  ' T a k e, m y  
br et hr e n,  t h e pr o p h ets,  w h o  h a v e  s p o k e n i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e 
L or d,  f br a n e x a m pl e.'  T h er e  w as  D a ni el  w h o m  o ur  S a vi o ur

s p e a ks of  i n e x alt e d  t er ms as T h e  pr o p h et  D a ni el *;  a n d  t o w h o m  
G a bri el  s ai d, ' T h o u art  gr e atl y  b el o v e d 1 ; a n d  w h os e  wis d o m  w as  
s o pr o v er bi al,  t h at it b e c a m e  a  pi e c e  of  bitt er  ir o n y t o s a y t h at a  
m a n  w as  wis er  t h a n h e, ( E z e ki el x x viii: 3) a n d y et t his / 
e mi n e ntl y wis e  m a n  w o ul d  s a y, T  h e ar d,  b ut  u n d erst o o d  n ot.'  ' 
T h er e  t o o w as  J o b, ' T h at m a n  w as  p erf e ct  a n d  u pri g ht,  a n d  o n e  
t h at f e ar e d G o d  a n d  es c h e w e d  e vil. 1 I n t h os e d a ys  t h er e w as  ' n o n e 
li k e hi m i n t h e e art h. 1 J o b i:l, 8. A n d  y et h e, wit h  s elf
a b h orr e n c e, c o nf ess es t o h a v e utt er e d t hi n gs w hi c h  h e  
U n d erst o o d  n ot/  a n d  't hi n gs t o o w o n d erf ul *  f or hi m,  w hi c h  h e  
k n e w  n ot.  J o b xlii: 3,  6.  C o ns pi c u o us  i n t h e s hi ni n g arr a y of  
a n ci e nts,  w as  D a vi d  als o,  w h o,  s o f ar fr o m b ei n g  as h a m e d  of  it, 
s e e ms t o t a k e c o mf ort  fr o m t h e f a ct, tli at h e  h a d  n ot  e x er cis e d  
hi ms elf,  i n gr e at  m att ers,  or  i n t hi n gs t o o hi g h  f or hi m,  Ps a.  
c x x xi. I ns pir e d b y  t h es e e x a m pl es, wit h  c a uti o us n ess a n d a  
mistr ust  of  s elf, i n h a n dli n g  s a cr e d s u bj e cts, es p e ci all y  s u c h as  
b or d er  s o i m mi n e ntl y o n  t h e pr o hi bit e d  t errit or y of  ' u nl e ar n e d 
q u esti o ns/  ( 2 Ti m.  ii: 2 3) I a m y et  c o nstr ai n e d t o s a y, t h at, i n 
m y  h u m bl e  j u d g m e nt, it s e e ms v er y  u ns cri pt ur al  t o d e n y  eit h er  
dir e ctl y  or  b y  i m pli c ati o n, ' T h e pr e- e xist e n c e  of  C hrist.  . . " 
" T h e Pr e- e xist e n c e  of  C hrist. " — Wil e y  J o n es, T h e  G os p el  
B a n n er,  V ol u m e  1 0,  N u m b er  1 7,  S e pt e m b er  1,  1 8 6 4.

R A L P H  VI N T O N  L Y O N  
( 1 8 0 9- 1 8 9 1)

" R es p e ct e d Fri e n ds:  V ari o us  a n d v a g u e h a v e b e e n t h e 
o pi ni o ns  of  m e n,  r el ati v e t o J es us of  N a z ar et h,  w h o  w as  b o m  of  
M ar y  a n d m a d e  b ot h  L or d  a n d  C hrist.  B ut  I h a v e  b e c o m e  f ull y 
s atisfi e d, fr o m a t h or o u g h e x a mi n ati o n  of  or g a ni c  a n d  r e v e al e d 
l a w, t h at h e  is n ot  t h e Et er n al  F at h er!  Fr o m  t h e f a ct t h at t h e 
Bi bl e  s p e a ks of  hi m  as t h e 's e e d of  t h e w o m a n,'  't h e s e e d of  
A br a h a m,'  't h e s e e d of  D a vi d,'  't h e offs pri n g  of  D a vi d.'  It als o  
n a m es  t h e pl a c e  of  his  birt h,  t h e ti m e w h e n  h e  w as  b o m,  a n d  
h o w  h e  w as  cr a dl e d  *i n  a m a n g er! 1 T h at  h e  w as  m a d e  li k e u nt o  
his  br et hr e n — m a d e  a  littl e l o w er t h a n t h e a n g els  ( A d a m a n d  E v e  
w er e  n e v er  m a d e  f or t h e s uff eri n g of  d e at h.)  It st at es p ositi v el y,  
t h at h e  w as  't h e s e c o n d A d a m,'  't h e s o n of  m a n,'  't h e s o n of  
D a vi d,'  't h e s o n of  G o d. 1 A n d  s u bs e q u e nt t o his  b ei n g  i m m ers e d 
b y  J o h n i n J or d a n, a n d o n  t h e M o u nt  of  Tr a nsfi g ur ati o n,  G o d  
a c k n o wl e d g e d  hi m  as  His  S o n.  A n d  t his s a vi n g tr ut h, H e  r e v e als 
t o P et er,  ( M att. x vi: 1 6,  1 7).  T h o u  art  t h e C hrist,  t h e S o n  of  t h e 
li vi n g G o d. *  A n d  h e  is ' d e cl ar e d t o b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d  wit h  
p o w er,  a c c or di n g t o t h e s pirit of  h oli n ess,  b y  t h e r es urr e cti o n 
fr o m t h e d e a d/

"... N eit h er  di d  h e  pr e- e xist  pr e vi o us  t o his  c o n c e pti o n a n d  
brit h,  as a c o ns ci o us b ei n g;  f or t his w o ul d  tr a m pl e u n d erf o ot  
or g a ni c  l a w, a n d  c o ntr a di ct  t h e t e a c hi n gs of  t h e w h ol e  Bi bl e.  It 
is tr u e, t h at i n t h e b e gi n ni n g  w as  t h e L o g os * — t h e w or d — t h e 
pr o mis e — T h e  s e e d of  t h e w o m a n/  't h e s e e d of  A br a h a m.'  ( G e n. 
i: 3; x xii: 1 7, 1 8.) ' A n d t h e L o g os' — t h e w or d — t h e 
pr o mis e — ' w as wit h  G o d,  a n d t h e L o g os * — t h e w or d — t h e 
pr o mis e — ' w as G o d; 1 b e c a us e  it is His  l a n g u a g e or  t h o u g hts 
e x pr ess e d — t h e d e v el o p m e nt  of  t h e pl a n  of  r e d e m pti o n— t h e 
p ers o n  n a m e d  w h o  is t o br uis e  eff e ct u all y t h e h e a d  of  t h e



p oss essm a n y

l e g al titl e t o D a vi d's  t hr o n e a n d ki n g d o m. Of

s er p e nt, a n d t h er e b y r e m o v e t h e eff e cts of  t h e f all fr o m t h e 
u ni v ers e  of  G o d!  H e n c e  it is s pirit, lif e, li g ht, a n d  k n o wl e d g e;  
a n d all w h o  r e c ei v e it will  h a v e ' a ut h orit y t o b e c o m e t h e 
c hil dr e n of  G o d.'  ' A n d t h e L o g os  w as  m a d e  fl es h a n d d w elt  
a m o n g us.'  A n d  L u k e  i nf or ms us  h o w  it w as  d o n e:  ' A n d t h e 
a n g el  s ai d u nt o  M ar y,  t h e H ol y  S pirit  s h all c o m e  u p o n  t h e e, a n d  
t h e p o w er  of  t h e Hi g h est  s h all o v ers h a d o w  t h e e: t h er ef or e als o 
t h at h ol y  t hi n g w hi c h  s h all b e  b o m  of  t h e e, s h all b e  c all e d  t h e 
S o n  of  G o d.  [ N ot s o m et hi n g t h at e xist e d pri or t o His  
c o n c e pti o n  a n d  birt h,  as a  c o ns ci o us  e ntit y,  b ut  t h at h ol y  t hi n g!] 
A n d  t h e L or d  G o d  s h all gi v e  u nt o  hi m  t h e t hr o n e of  His  F at h er  
D a vi d. .. . * "— "J es us of  N a z ar et h — His  Offi c es  a n d  C h ar a ct er, "  
L e ct ur e  N u m b er  O n e,  R.  V.  L y o n,  G os p el  B a n n er,  V ol u m e  1 5:  
N u m b er  1 4;  J ul y 1 5,  1 8 6 9.

B E NJ A MI N  WI L S O N  
( 1 8 1 7- 1 9 0 0)

n ... I n t h e first pl a c e  I w o ul d  r e m ar k, t h at t h e p hr as e  
' N at ur e of  C hrist'  is n ot  a s cri pt ur al o n e,  a n d c o ns e q u e ntl y is 
o p e n  t o s p e c ul ati v e o pi ni o n.  H o w e v er  I will  e n d e a v or  t o a ns w er  
y o ur  q u eri es  i n bri ef.

" 1st. T h e  s cri pt ur al m e a ni n g  of  t h e w or d  N at ur e.
" T h e w or d  i n t h e ori gi n al  w hi c h  is tr a nsl at e d n at ur e  is t h at 

w hi c h  c o m es fr o m t o b e g et,  t o g e n er at e,  pr o d u c e;  fr o m w hi c h  
w e  m a y  I t hi n k c orr e ctl y  d efi n e  n at ur e  t o b e, — T h e  a ct u al  st at e 
of  a n yt hi n g,  or  t h at w hi c h  m a k es  it w h at  it is. H e n c e  w e  r e a d of  
'J e ws b y  n at ur e * ―  f * a n at ur al  b o d y' — ' n at ur al f a c e/ et c. T his  
us e  of  t h e w or d  i n t h e S cri pt ur es  is a c c or di n g  t o t h e c o m m o nl y  
r e c ei v e d m e a ni n g.

*' 2 n d. H o w  m a n y  n at ur es di d C hrist  
pr e vi o us t o his r es urr e cti o n ?

n I o nl y  r e a d of  o n e — t h at h e  w as  of  't h e s e e d of  A br a h a m,'  
a n d  ' of t h e s e e d of  D a vi d  a c c or di n g t o t h e fl es h *— t h at h e  w as  
't h e m a n  C hrist  J es us *— t h at h e  w as  ' m a d e a  littl e l o w er t h a n t h e 
a n g els' — t h at h e  ' w as m a d e  i n t h e li k e n ess of  m e n, *  et c.;  a n d  all  
t his pri or  t o his  r es urr e cti o n. H e  w as  ' m a d e of  a w o m a n,  m a d e  
u n d er  t h e l a w, t o r e d e e m t h e m w h o  w er e  u n d er  t h e l a w, t h at w e  
mi g ht  r e c ei v e t h e a d o pti o n of  s o ns.' As  t o t h e q u esti o n  w hi c h

D e ar  E dit or:
T h e  ti m e li n e i n t h e l ast H i s t o r y N e w s l e t t e r  w as  v er y  w ell  

d o n e  a n d s h o ul d b e  m ost  us ef ul  f or t h os e st u d yi n g C h ur c h  of  
G o d  hist or y.  H o w e v er,  a c o u pl e of  it e ms w er e  u n cl e ar  or  
sli g htl y o v erst at e d.

F or  e x a m pl e, t h e st at e m e nt t h at C h arl es  R uss ell  j oi n e d wit h  
A.  J. E y c h a n er  "t o pr e a c h  t hr o u g h o ut I o w a at A g e-t o- C o m e  
m e eti n gs 1 ' i m pli es f ar t o o m u c h.  All  w e  r e all y k n o w  is t h at 
R uss ell  pr e a c h e d  at  t h e I o w a St at e  C o nf er e n c e  i n 1 8 9 5.

T h e  st at e m e nt t h at t h e "t er m  C h ur c h  of  G o d  [ w as] first us e d "  
i n 1 8 4 7 m a y  als o b e misl e a di n g.  Y o u  m e a nt  t h at a l o c al 
c o n gr e g ati o n w as  c all e d a  " C h ur c h of  G o d/ *  ri g ht ? T h e  t er m 
" C h ur c h of  G o d "  h a d  b e e n  us e d  b y  M ars h  y e ars  b ef or e  i n t h e

E dit or's  N ot e:
T h a n k  y o u  f or y o ur  ki n d  a n d  r a pi d r es p o ns e t o t h e HI S T O R Y  

N e w s l e t t e r 's  ti m e li n e. I n r es p o ns e t o p oi nt  o n e,  I d o  n ot  h a v e  
t h e ori gi n al  1 8 9 2  E y c h a n er  j o ur n al b ef or e  m e,  b ut  r e c all e d t h at 
C.  T.  R uss ell  h a d  pr e a c h e d  i n I o w a a d diti o n all y t o t h e St at e  
C o nf er e n c e.  H o w e v er,  w e  d o  k n o w  c o n cl usi v el y  h e  w as  a cti v e  
i n pr e a c hi n g  t o A g e-t o- C o m e  c o n gr e g ati o ns  i n 1 8 9 5.  P oi nt  t w o: 
r e g ar di n g us e  of  " C h ur c h of  G o d, "  y o u  ar e  ri g ht— t h e t er m w as

s o m e h a v e  m o ot e d  a b o ut  his  pr e- e xist e n c e,  I h a v e  n ot hi n g  t o d o.  
T h e  ' m a n C hrist  J es us * h a d  n o  e xist e n c e  pri or  t o his  g e n er ati o n.  
T h at  bl a z e  of  gl or y  w hi c h  at  ti m es w as  m a nif est e d  t hr o u g h t h e 
mi g ht y  w or ks  w hi c h  h e  p erf or m e d,  a n d  w hi c h  h as  gi v e n  ris e t o 
t h e i d e a of  a d u alit y  of  n at ur es p oss ess e d  b y hi m, w as  a  
c o ns e q u e n c e  of  his  b ei n g  ' a n oi nt e d wit h  t h e H ol y  S pirit  a n d  
wit h  p o w er'  at  his  b a ptis m,  a n d  n ot  b e c a us e  h e  h a d  t w o n at ur es.  
T his  w as  a n a d diti o n t o his  n at ur al  st at e as a m a n.  T h e  S pirit  
w as  gi v e n t o hi m wit h o ut  m e as ur e;  t o all ot h er s o ns of  
A d a m, — as M os es,  Elij a h,  Is ai a h, t h e a p ostl es, et c., — it w as  
m e as ur e d.  H e n c e  his  pr e- e mi n e n c e.

" 3r d. T h e  t hir d q u er y  is m ai nl y  a ns w er e d i n c o nsi d eri n g  
t his;— Di d  h e p oss ess  a n y m or e  or  b ett er  or  diff er e nt  
n at ur e  or  n at ur es  t h a n w e  p oss ess ?

"I t hi n k it is e vi d e nt t h at h e h a d o nl y o n e n at ur e, b ut  
pr o b a bl y  p oss ess e d  a  s u p eri or or g a ni z ati o n,  a n d pl a c e d  i n t h at 
r es p e ct e q u al t o t h e first A d a m  w h e n  h e  c a m e  fr o m t h e h a n ds  of  
his  Cr e at or.  It is n o  pr o of  t h at h e  w as  Di vi n e  a n d  h u m a n  fr o m 
his  birt h,  b e c a us e  h e  w as  b e g ott e n  b y  t h e p o w er  of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit,  a n y  m or e  t h a n A d a m  w as  di vi n e  b e c a us e  h e  w as  m a d e  b y  
t h e El o hi m.  H e  w as  f or m e d a m a n  a n d  J es us als o  w as  m a d e  a  
m a n,  a n d  w as  f o u n d i n f as hi o n as a m a n,  a n d t h e a p ostl e s a ys  
t h at it w as  n e c ess ar y  f or hi m  t o b e  m a d e  li k e t o his  br et hr e n  i n 
all t hi n gs. His  n at ur e  t h e n w as  o n e,  a n d  ess e nti all y  t h e s a m e. I n 
s o m e r es p e cts, n o  d o u bt  it w as  b ett er,  j ust as s o m e m e n's  
n at ur es n o w ar e s ai d t o b e b ett er t h a n ot h ers — t hr o u g h 
or g a ni z ati o n  at  birt h,  f a v or a bl e cir c u mst a n c es  f or d e v el o p m e nt,  
a n d  a  g o o d  tr ai ni n g.

H o pi n g  t h at t h es e f e w li n es m a y  b e  of  s o m e s er vi c e, a n d  t h at 
I m a y  y et  h a v e  t h e pl e as ur e  t o h e ar  of  y o ur  o b e di e n c e  t o t h e 
f ait h, I a m, y o urs,  tr ul y ? B.  Wils o n,  G os p el  B a n n er,  " Q u eri es  
o n  t h e N at ur e  of  C hrist,  a n d  A ns w ers. H  V ol u m e  1 0,  N u m b er  1 2,  
p a g e  1 4 3,  J u n e 1 5,  1 8 6 4.

S p e ci al  t h a n ks t o:
Br o.  Arl e n  R a n ki n  
Br o.  D a ni el  S m e a d  
Br o.  M ar k  M attis o n

i n w hi c h  h e  s a ys, " B e h ol d, a vir gi n  s h all b e  wit h  c hil d, a n d s h all 
bri n g  f ort h a s o n, a n d t h e y s h all c all his  n a m e  E m m a n u el,  w hi c h  
b ei n g  i nt er pr et e d is, G o d  wit h  us. "

H e  e x p u n g e d t h e l ast s e v e n v ers es of t h e first c h a pt er of  
k M att h c w.  L y o n  r e as o n e d i n r ef er e n c e t o t h e g e n e al o g y  of  C hrist,  
t o gi v e Hi m  a _  
c o urs e, t h at w o ul d  b e  t h e s a m e as t hr o wi n g o ut  L u k e  1: 3 4,  3 5.

R al p h  L y o n  r est e d u p o n t h e h y p ot h esis t h at J os e p h w as  t h e 
n at ur al f at h er of  C hrist.  "J o ur n al a n d L a b ors  i n t h e G os p el. "  
J a m es M.  St e p h e ns o n,  R estit uti o n  2 5: 3 9  ( S e pt e m b er 2 7, 1 8 7 6).

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E DI T O R
C hristi a n  P all a di u m  w h e n  h e  b e g a n  f or mi n g his  i d e as a b o ut  
w h at  t h e C h ur c h  w as.

L astl y,  I a p pr e ci at e t h e f a ct t h at y o u  t o n e d d o w n  t h e p art  
d es cri bi n g  J o h n T h o m as'  i nt er a cti o n wit h  us,  b ut  it still s o u n ds  
as if w e'r e  tr yi n g t o s a y t h at T h o m as  w as  r e b a pti z e d as a  r es ult 
of  l e ar ni n g a b o ut t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  fr o m us.  I n b ot h  t h e 
J o ur n al  fr o m t h e R a di c al  R ef or m ati o n  a n d t h e HI S T O R Y  
N e w s l e t t e r  w e  h a v e  e x pli citl y  cl ai m e d  t his, b ut  as y o u  k n o w,  
w e  h a v e  u n e art h e d  m a n y  r e as o ns t o r e vis e o ur  vi e w  of  h o w  w e  
i nt er a ct e d wit h  T h o m as.  D a vi d  Gr a h a m  a n d  I h o p e  t o pr o d u c e  a n  
arti cl e  s o o n o n  t his p oi nt  s o t h at w e  m a y  c orr e ct  o ur  err or.

T h a n ks  a g ai n  f or t h e g o o d  w or k.
Y o urs  i n C hrist,  
M ar k  M.  M attis o n,  E dit or  
Wis d o m  a n d  P o w er



2 R o w e,  p.  2 6.
• ^ H e witt. Mi d ni g ht  a n d  M or ni n g.  V e nt ur e  B o o ks,  1 9 8 3,  p.  2 9.

O ut  of  e v er yt hi n g,

1  Wils o n,  Br y a n,  R eli gi o us  S e cts, A S o ci ol o gi c al St u d y,  
L o n d o n,  1 9 7 0, p. 9 7.

b eli e v e. " 2
Cl y d e  H e witt,  t h e A d v e nt  C hristi a n's  hist ori a n  c o n c urs wit h  

1 8 3 1. 3

D e ar  E dit or
H er e  ar e m y  n ot es  a n d t h o u g hts r e g ar di n g t h e i nt er esti n g 

c h art  y o u  d esi g n e d  f or t h e HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R  l ast q u art er.  
Si n c er el y,  
D.  Gr a h a m.
C hi c a g o.

P oi nt  O n e — Willi a m  Mill er  b e g a n  pr e a c hi n g  
— ♦ _ _ _ _ it - r ^    r i a  n _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ : _ o _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ i

N e xt  iss u e: A pril/ M a y  1 9 9 3 — W e  will  f e at ur e t h e first 
p art  of  a m aj or  arti cl e o n  J os e p h M ars h  b y  M ar k  M attis o n.  
H o p ef ull y  t his will  a ns w er  s o m e q u esti o ns  of  t h e c hr o n ol o g y  of  
t h e d e v el o p m e nt  of  his  t h o u g hts o n  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  W e  
will  als o  h a v e  a  p h ot o  ess a y  f ur nis h e d b y  J. W.  M c L ai n.

P oi nt  F o ur ~ ~ T h e  t er m " C h ur c h of  G o d ” w as  us e d  b y  M ars h  
i n all  of  his  j o ur n als a n d  s er m o ns t hr o u g h o ut t h e p eri o d  b ef or e  
a n d/ or  pri or  t o 1 8 3 9.  It is n ot  p ossi bl e  t h at t his t er m w as  first 
utt er e d  i n t h e V oi c e  of  Tr ut h  b et w e e n  1 8 4 6 ? 4 7,  as i n di c at e d i n 
t h e H i s t o r y N e w s l e t t e r . M ars h,  J os e p h F. n C h ur c h  of  G o d 』  
[ Fift e e n e dit ori als] C hristi a n  P all a di u m.  [ F e b., 1 8 3 9/ O ct.,  
1 8 4 0.]

P oi nt  O n e — Willi a m  Mill er  b e g a n  pr e a c hi n g t h e " Ti m e  
T h e or y ” D o ctri n e  of  ' 4 3, r e g ar di n g t h e S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  
C hrist,  i n 1 8 2 4.  T h e  err o n e o us d at e  gi v e n  i nst e a d, f or t h e 
c o m m e n c e m e nt of  t h at i m p ort a nt e v e nt ( 1 8 3 1), h as b e e n  
s eri o usl y o v erl o o k e d  b y  t h e writ ers  of  at l e ast t w o c urr e nt  
p u bli c ati o ns,  vi z.,  Cl ar e n c e  K e ar n e y's  T h e  A d v e nt  C hristi a n  
St or y,  a n d Wi nt hr o p  S.  H u ds o n *s  R eli gi o n  i n A m eri c a.  
A p p ar e ntl y  fr o m, a n d  s u bs e q u e ntl y t o, t h e pr es e nt  ti m e, ot h er  
writ ers  of  t h e A d v e nt  St or y  h a v e,  f or s o m e m yst eri o us  r e as o n, 
f ail e d t o r e c o g ni z e t his s a m e mist a k e.  " T h e first ti m e I e v er  
s p a k e i n p u bli c  o n  t his s u bj e ct w as  i n t h e y e ar  1 8 2 4.  T h e  L or d  
p o ur e d  his  gr a c e  o n  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n,  a n d  m a n y  b eli e v e d  t o t h e 
s al v ati o n of  t h eir s o uls. Fr o m  t h at d a y  t o t his, d o ors  h a v e  b e e n  
o p e n e d  t o m e  t o pr o cl ai m  t his d o ctri n e  of  t h e S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  
C hrist. n — Willi a m  Mill er.  ( Hi m es, J os h u a V.  " M e m oirs of  
W m.  Mill er. ” Mi d ni g ht  Cr y  1. 1  [ N o v. 1 7,  1 8 4 2]:  1- 2.)

P oi nt  T w o — J. V.  Hi m es  hi ms elf  " b olst er e d " t h e A d v e nt  
M o v e m e nt,  w hi c h  r e all y di d n't  b e gi n  u ntil  aft er 1 8 3 9.  Hi m es  
or g a ni z e d w h at  aft er w ar ds b e c a m e k n o w n as t h e "first  
C o nf er e n c e  of  A d v e ntist  b eli e v ers. " T his  C o nf er e n c e  m et  
O ct o b er  1 4t h,  1 8 4 0,  at  C h ar d o n  Str e et  C h a p el,  i n B ost o n.

Hi m es  first l e ar n e d of  Mill efs  cl ai ms r e g ar di n g t h e 
"i m mi n e nt C o mi n g  of  C hrist  i n 1 8 4 3, ” w h e n  h e  p ers o n all y  
i n vit e d Mill er  t o s p e a k o n t his M o m e nt o us  S u bj e ct  i n his  
( C h ar d o n Str e et)  C h a p el  i n 1 8 3 9,  w hi c h  h e  ( Hi m es) at  t h at ti m e 
a n d at t h at pl a c e  i m bi b e d wit h  a d e e p  a n d a bi di n g s e ns e of  
C hristi a n  d ut y. W ell c o m e,  Is a a c C.  Hist or y  of  t h e S e c o n d  
A d v e nt  M ess a g e  a n d  Missi o n,  D o ctri n e  a n d P e o pl e.  [ 1 8 7 4]: 
1 7 7.

P oi nt  T hr e e — J o h n T h o m as  w as  r e b a pti z e d i n 1 8 4 7 — n ot  i n 
1 8 4 3  as i n di c at e d i n t h e C h art.  T h o m as,  J o h n. " El pis Isr a el's 
W a n d eri n g  St ar. "  H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  t o C o m e.  3. 1  
[J a n., 1 8 5 3]:  1 8- 1 9.

P oi nt  T w o ~ ~ J. V.  Hi m es  w as  ass o ci at e d  wit h  Mill er  b ef or e  
1 8 4 0,  b ut  his  r ol e d uri n g  t h e y e ar  m e nti o n e d  o n  t h e ti m e li n e 
w as  t o " w hi p' * t h e m o v e m e nt  i nt o a fr e n z y of  c a m p m e eti n gs  
a n d  pr e a c hi n g  t o urs.

P oi nts  T hr e e  a n d  F o ur  ar e dis c uss e d  i n r e g ar d t o M.  
M attis o n *s  l ett er. r c ..

— ・ Stils o n.

Eis e n h o w er:  T h e  n a m e  list e d i n Gl a dF oll o w- u p  o n
Ti di n gs,  1 8 9 3,  W.  H.  Eis e n h o w er,  w h o  is n ot  t h e p ar e nt  < " 
t h e Pr esi d e nt.  Mr.  T o m  Br a n e g a n,  t h e g e n e al o gist  s p e ci alist  
t h e Eis e n h o w er  C e nt er  i n A bil e n e,  K a ns as,  s a ys W.  H.  
Eis e n h o w er  is n ot  a cl os e f a mil y m e m b er — b ut  c o ul d b e  a  
dist a nt  c o usi n. W e  will  c o nti n u e t o p urs u e  t his i nt er esti n g 
ti d bit.

first a p pli e d  t o a l o c al c o n gr e g ati o n  at  t h at ti m e. P oi nt  t hr e e: if 
t h e d at es  a n d  d at a  ar e  i n c orr e ct, w e  h a v e  at  l e ast est a blis h e d  a  
s c h ol arl y r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n  M ars h,  T h o m as,  a n d  Fi el d.  I w as  
a w ar e  t h at M ars h's  i d e as d e v el o p e d  f or a  n u m b er  of  y e ars  aft er  h e  
br o k e wit h  t h e Mill erit e  M o v e m e nt,  b ut n e e d e d m or e  
i nf or m ati o n r e g ar di n g t h e d e v el o p m e nt  of  J. T h o m as 1 i d e a o n  t h e 
Ki n g d o m.  O n  t h e r e b a ptis m iss u e: T h o m as  w as  d eli b er at el y  
v a g u e  a b o ut  it w hi c h  pr o vi d es  us  wit h  a d eli ci o us  n u g g et  f or 
r es e ar c h. W e  ar e  l o o ki n g f or w ar d t o y o ur  arti cl e  o n  t h e t o pi c.

— .Stils o n.
E dit or's  R es p o ns e:  T h a n k  y o u, D a vi d,  f or y o ur  c o nti n u al  
i nt er est.

P oi nt  O n e — If y o u  ar e  c orr e ct  y o u  n e e d  t o p u bli ci z e  t h e d at a  
wit h  a s eri o us arti cl e w hi c h  will  b e  r e c o g ni z e d b y  Mill erit e  
s c h ol ars as a R e visi o nist  w or k  o n  t h e e arl y y e ars  of  Mill er's  
mi nistr y.  G e n er all y,  m ost  Mill erit e  s c h ol ars l o o k t o 1 8 3 1  as t h e 
c o m m e n c e m e nt  of  his  p u bli c  pr e a c hi n g  mi nistr y.  I q u ot e:

" Of p arti c ul ar i m p ort a n c e f or t h e hist or y of m o d er n  
s e ct ari a nis m, n ot  o nl y  f or t h e U nit e d  St at es  b ut  t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
w orl d,  w er e  t h e writi n gs  a n d  s u bs e q u e nt pr e a c hi n g,  of  Willi a m  
Mill er,  a  f ar m er, w h o  b y  1 8 1 8  h a d  c o n vi n c e d  hi ms elf  t h at t h e 
d at e  of  t h e s e c o n d a d v e nt  c o ul d  b e  d e d u c e d  fr o m s cri pt ur es.... 
Mill er  di d  n ot  gi v e  p u bli c  e x pr essi o n t o his  vi e ws  u ntil  1 8 3 1. " 1

A n d,  fr o m D a vi d  R o w e's  T h u n d er  a n d  Tr u m p ets  r ef erri n g f or 
t h e r e q u est t o pr e a c h  at  Dr es d e n  i n 1 8 3 1,  " T h e  r e q u est t o o k hi m  
c o m pl et el y u n a w ar es,  b ut  i n s pit e of  his  l o n g r el u ct a n c e t o 
pr e a c h,  h e  w as  n o  l o n g er i n a p ositi o n  t o d e m ur.  J ust a n h o ur  
b ef or e  t h e i n vit ati o n arri v e d  a n  u n us u all y  p o w erf ul  i m pr essi o n 
t o ' g o a n d  t ell it t o t h e w orl d *  ' h a d s u d d e nl y s ei z e d his  mi n d  
[ a n d] wit hi n  t h e h o ur  his n e p h e w  arri v e d wit h  t h e Dr es d e n  
i n vit ati o n. *

" B e c a us e w e  m ust  r el y al m ost  e x cl usi v el y  u p o n  Mill efs  o w n  
r e c oll e cti o n of  t h es e e v e nts,  w e  will  n e v er  k n o w  h o w  a c c ur at e  
t h e y ar e.  T h e  f a ct t h at h e  d eli v er e d  his  first a p o c al y pti c  l e ct ur e ^ 
i n t h e h o m e  of  his  sist er a n d  br ot h er-i n-l a w  s u g g ests t h at Mill]  
pl a y e d  a  m or e  dir e ct  h a n d  i n arr a n gi n g  it t h a n h e  w o ul d  h a v e  us

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S

I nt er est i n J os e p h M ars h  c o nti n u es t o i n cr e as e. J ust w h e n  
w e  t hi n k w e  fi n all y h a v e  a d efi niti v e  h a n dl e  o n  his  lif e a n d  
t h o u g ht, a n ot h er  as p e ct  of  m yst er y  cr o ps  u p  a n d  a w a y  w e  g o.  I 
e n c o ur a g e  t his. I als o  e n c o ur a g e  i nt er a cti o n wit h  hist ori a ns  fr o m 
o ur  sist er d e n o mi n ati o ns,  w hi c h  ar e as ki n g  s o m e of  t h e s a m e 
q u esti o ns  w e  ar e. I als o  e n c o ur a g e  y o u  t o r es p o n d t o s u p p os e d 
err ors  y o u  fi n d i n t his HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R.  T h e  H N  will  
b e  a  cl e ari n g  h o us e  of  t h o u g ht as  I fi n d it p u blis h e d  a m o n gst  t h e 
writ ers.  N ot  e v er y o n e  will  a gr e e  wit h  e v er yt hi n g  or  e v er y  d at e,  
b ut  pl e as e  d o c u m e nt  y o ur  fi n di n gs. I will  als o  i n cl u d e arti cl es  
o n  l o c al c h ur c h  hist or y,  m e m oirs  of  p ast ors,  a n d  p h ot o  ess a ys,  

w e  will  e v e nt u all y g ai n  a s y nt h esis of  
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  hist or y  i n A m eri c a.



T h e  o n e  w h o  r e c ei v e d t h e gift  of

l a n g u a g e s w a s  i n t ot al c o ntr ol  of  hi s  m e nt al  f a c ulti e s.

r e a d t h at w o m e n  s p o k e i n t o n g u es.
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i nst a n c e of  t his i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.
T h e  n arr ati v e  of  A cts  T w o  i n di c at es 

t h at t h e gift  of  t o n g u es w as  e x p eri e n c e d  
b y  m e n.  T his  pri n ci pl e  m a y  a p pl y  t o t h e 
e ntir e  N e w  T est a m e nt,  f or n o w h er e  d o  w e

gl oss a,  ''t o n g u e, " a n d l al e o, "t o s p e a k. " 
H o w e v er,  t h e Gr e e k  w or d  l al e o di d  n ot  
n e c ess aril y  m e a n  t os p e a ks e nsi bl y.lt w as  
us e d  of  t h e n ois es  w hi c h  a ni m als m a k e  
a n d t h e s o u n ds of  i n a ni m at e t hi n gs, as

t h e st a n d ar d a n d  c ust o m  i n t h at d a y.  It is 
diffi c ult,  t h e n, t o i m a gi n e M ar y  or  M ar y  
M a g d al e n e  pr e a c hi n g  i n J er us al e m wit h  
t h e gift  of  t o n g u es.1 4

It is p ossi bl e  t h at d uri n g  t h e d a ys  of  t h e 
B o o k  of  A cts  a  w o m a n  r e c ei v e d a  gift  of  
t o n g u es or  l a n g u a g es. B ut  it w o ul d  n e c es 
s aril y h a v e  b e e n  r estri ct e d t o t h e s m all er 
m e eti n gs. 1 5 A g ai n,  h o w e v er,  t h er e is n o

" P e nt e c ost al "  or  " c h aris m ati c "  m e eti n gs  
c a n n ot  b e  c o nstr u e d  t o b e  r e a p p e ar a n c es 
of  t h e bi bli c al  gift  of  t o n g u es. T h e  b asi c  

. ^ ^ c q uir e m c nl, a  l a n g u a g e b arri er,  d o es  n ot  
pr e v ail  i n t h es e g atli cri n gs.

P a ul  s ai d t h at t o n g u es w o ul d  " c e as e. "  
Hist or y  c o nfir ms t h e f ulfill m e nt of  t his 
pr e di cti o n. 5

D o  T o n g u es  I n di c at e S u p eri orit y ?

D o cs  s p e a ki n g  i n t o n g u es i n di c at es piri- 
t u al s u p eri orit y ?  S o m e  i n a n ci e nt  C ori nt h  
a p p ar e ntl y  t h o u g ht s o, h e n c e  P a ul  g a v e  
t h e i nstr u cti o ns of  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 2- 1 4.

* *I  w o ul d  di al  y e  s p a k e wit h  t o n g u es,n  
h e  wr ot e,  " b ut  r at h er t h at y e  pr o p h esi e d:  
f or gr e at er  is h e  t h at pr o p h esi et h  t h a n h e  
t h at s p e a k et h wit h  t o n g u es.,， 1 6

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  h er e  f or " gr e at er " is 
m eiz o n,  di e  c o m p ar ati v e  f o n n of  m e g as  
w hi c h  m e a nt  '' gr e at, i m p ort a nt,M  et c.  J ust 
as  t o d a y, L his  w or d  w as  us e d  i n diff er e nt  
w a ys:  gr e at  i n r e g ar d t o si z e, i nt e nsit y, 
r a n k, a m o u nt,  et c. 1 7

I n t h e c o nt e xt  of  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 5,  
m eiz o n  m e a ns  " m or e us ef ul. "  T h e  o n e  
w h o  pr o p h esi es  is " m or e  us ef ul  " or  " m or e  
h el pf ul ”  t h a n t h e o n e  w h o  s p e a ks  i n t o n g u es. 
T his  is t h e s e ns e  i n w hi c h  t h e w or d  is us e d  
i n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 3 1  a n d  1 3: 1 3.I n  1 2: 3 1  
P a ul  e x h orts  his  r e a d ers t o c o v et t h e " m or e  
us ef ul "  gifts.  I n 1 3: 1 3  h e  s a ys t h at C, c h ar-  
it y " or  "l o v e "  is " m or e  us ef ul "  t h a n f ait h 
or  h o p e. 1 8

T h e  o n e  w h o  pr o p h esi es  is m or e  i m
p ort a nt  or  m or e  us ef ul  b e c a us e  pr o p h e c y  
is a  s etti n g  f ort h of  t h e W or d  of  G o d.  T h e  
gift  of  t o n g u es or  l a n g u a g es is o nl y  a

I n t h e Gr e e k  t e xt t h e pr o n o u n <l t h es e " 
is m as c uli n e  pl ur al:  " T h es e  m e n. " T his  is 
t h e w a y  it is tr a nsl at e d i n v ari o us  e diti o ns

S cri pt ur e  s u c h as  T h e  M off att  Bi bl e,  
L' h e  N e w  E n glis h  Bi bl e,  t h e R e vis e d  
St a n d ar d  V ersi o n,  a n d  als o  i n T h e  I nt er
li n e ar N e w  T est a m e nt  b y  Alfr e d  M ars h all. 8

T h e  t esti m o n y of  t h e list e n ers c o n 
fir ms t h e m as c uli n e  n at ur e  of  t h e pr e a c h 
ers  at  P e nt e c ost.  * * W e  d o  h e ar  t h e m s p e a k 
i n o ur  t o n g u es t h e w o n d erf ul  w or ks  of  
G o d. " 9 H er e  b ot h M off att  a n d t h e 
M o nt g o m er y  tr a nsl ati o n of  t h e N e w  T es 
t a m e nt h a v e  ''t h es e m e n. " 1 0

A cts 2:l- 4 w o ul ds e e mt o ui cl u d e w oi n e n  
s p e a ki n g i n t o n g u es. B ut  t h e w or ds  '' all " 
a n d  "t h e m "  i n v ers e  f o ur ar c  b ot h  m as c u 
li n e pl ur als:  All  t h e m e n  w er e  fill e d wit h  
p o w er  fr o m o n  hi g h , a n d  b e g a n  t o s p e a k  i n 
ot h er  l a n g u a g es as t h e S pirit  g a v e  t h e m 
(l h e m e n)  utt er a n c e.

W o m e n  w er e  i n cl u d e d i n l h e pr a y er  
m e eti n gs  a n d pr o p h es yi n g mi nistr y  of  
A cts. 1 1 B ut  n o n e  of  t h es e o c c asi o ns  r e
q uir e d a w o m a n  s p e a ki n g i n t o n g u es. 
P a ul  disti n g uis h es  b et w e e n  '' pr o p h e c y " 
a n d  "t o n g u es. " "

T h e  " b ott o m  li n e " i n t his dis c ussi o n  is 
i' h c  f a ct t h at t h e S cri pt ur es  f or b a d a  w o m a n  
t o e n g a g e  i n p u bli c  s p e a ki n g. 1 3  T his  pri n 
ci pl e  is oft e n  o v erl o o k e d  t o d a y, b ut  it w as

w ell  as  t h e s p e e c h  of  m e n. 1 9
Gl oss ol ali a  h as  b e e n  ar o u n d  f or a  l o n g 

ti m e. T h e  E n c y cl o p e di a  Brit a n ni c a,  i n its 
arti cl e  o n  l o n g u es, m e nti o ns  Pl at o's  r ef er
e n c e t o t h e e nt h usi asti c  e cst asi es of  t h e 
a n ci e nt or  s o ot hs a y er.  S o  als o  t h e 
R o m a n  p o et  Vir gil  gr a p hi c all y  d es cri b e d  
l h e a n ci e nt pr o p h et ess  "s p e a ki n g wit h  
t o n g u es. " I n m or e  m o d e m  ti m es, i n t h e 
H a w aii a n  Isl a n ds, t h e pri est  of  L h e  g o d  
" Or o " r e v e al e d l h e will  of  t h e g o d  wit h  
s hrill cri es  a n d  vi ol e nt  i n dis U n ct s o u n ds. 
Att e n di n g  pri es  is d ul y  i nt er pr et e d all  t his 
t o t h e p e o pl e. 2 0

I n his  i nt er esti n g b o o k,  P e nt e c ost al-  
isr n, t h e l at e P ast or  Willi a m  C a m p b ell  of  
N e w  Z e al a n d  writ es  t h at a  f or m of  "s p e a k-  
i n g i n t o n g u es1 ' is f o u n d i n all pri miti v e  
r eli gi o ns. H e  als o  m e nti o ns  di e  f a ct t h at 
J os ef St ali n,  a  r ut hl ess at h eist,  oft e n  p ass e d  
i nt o a  tr a n c e a n d  s p o k e wit h  t o n g u es—— b ut  
n ot  fr o m G o d,  Mr.  C a m p b ell  a d ds! 2 1

T h e  e vi d e n c e  at  h a n d  i n di c at es t h at t h e 
p ers o n  w h o  pr a cti c es  gl oss al ali a  is eit h er  
t h e vi cti m  of  s p e e c h a ut o m atis m or,  i n 
e xtr e m e  c as es,  is u n d er  t h e i nfl u e n c e of  
s pirit- b ei n gs b e y o n d  his  c o ntr ol. 2 2

B y  w a y  of  c o ntr ast, t h e o n e  w h o  r e
c ei v e d  t h e gift  of  l a n g u a g es i n t h e a p os 
t oli c a g e  w as  i n t ot al c o ntr ol  of  his  m e nt al  
f a c ulti es a n d s p e e c h c e nt ers. H e  k n e w

Di d  M e n  O nl y  Pr e a c h  at  P e nt e c ost ?

T h e  pr o p h e c y  of  J o el,  w hi c h  P et er q u ot c d  
at P e nt e c ost,  pr e di ct e d  t h at t h e p o w er  
fr o m o n  hi g h  w o ul d  b e  p o ur e d  o ut  u p o n  
" all  fl es h. " B ot h  t h e s o ns  a n d  d a u g ht ers  of  
Isr a el w o ul d  " pr o p h es y. *

Y et,  L h e  n arr ati v e  of  A cts  T w o  i n di
c at es  t h at o nl y  m e n  r e c ei v e d t h e gift  of  
t o n g u es or  l a n g u a g es t h at d a y.  " T h es e  
[ m e n] ar e  n ot  dr u n k e n, "  P el er  s ai d. 7

m e a ns  of  c o m m u ni c ati n g  t h e W or d  w h e n  
t h er e is a l a n g u a g e b arri er.  P a ul  wis h es  
t h at t h e y m a y  all  h a v e  t h e l a n g u a g e gift,  
b ut  o nl y  i n or d er  t h at t h e y m a y  c o n v e y  t h e 
m ess a g e.

W h at  p ass es  f or t o n g u es t o d a y c a n  
h ar dl y  b e  t h e l a n g u a g e mir a cl e  of  L h e  
b o o k  of  A cts.  T h e  s e c ul ar w or d  f or t his 
p h e n o m e n o n  is " gl oss ol ali a, "  f or m e d fr o m

tospeaksensibly.lt


T h e  q u esti o n  tli e n m a y  b e  as k e d.
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w h at  h e  w as  d oi n g.  H e  u n d erst o o d  hi m 
s elf a n d w as  n ot  i n a n e cst as y. T his  is 
i n di c at e d b y  c ar ef ul e x m ai n ati o n of  t h e 
e ntir e  t e xt of  I C ori nt hi a ns  1 4,  es p e ci all y  
s u c h v ers es  as  4,  1 5,  ai ul  3 2.  Il is als o  i n 
k e e pi n g  wit h  di e  pri n ci pl e  est a blis h e d  b y  
o ur  L or d:  " T h o u s h all l o v e tli c L or d  t h y 
G o d  wit h  all tli y h e art,  a n d wit h  all t h y 
s o ul, a n d  wit h  all  t h y mi n d.'' 2 3 I n C hrist  
o ur  mi n d  s h o ul d r e a c h its f ull c a p a cit y,  it 
s h o ul d n ot  b e  w aft e d  a w a y.

U nf ort u n at el y,  h o w e v er,  e v e n i n di e  
d a ys  of  A cts  a n d 1 C ori nilii aiis  w h e n  t h e 
g e n ui n e  mir a cl e  of  l a n g u a g es w as  o c c ur 
ri n g, s o m e  p e o pl e  h a d  t h e i d e a t h at it w as  
a  si g n  of  s pirit u al s u p eri orit y t o s p e a k i n 
t o n g u es. T his  w as  a p p ar e ntl y  b e c a us e  of  
its r e m ar k a bl e n at ur e.  H e n c e  P a ul  f o u n d 
it n e c ess ar y  t o r es ort l o a  pl ai n  sl at ci n c nt: 
" Gr e at er is h e  L h al  pr o p h csi c di  t h a n h e  
t h at s p c a k c di wi U 】  t o n g u es. "

Will  t h e Gift  of  T o n g u es  
A p p e ar  A g ai n ?

"It  s h all  c o m e  t o p ass  aft er w ar d  
— o el  2: 2 8.

O n  t h e d a y  of  P e nt e c ost  t h e littl e fl o c k 
of  J es us' dis ci pl es  w as  fill e d witli  ' " H ol y 
G h ost "  or  p o w er  fr o m o n  hi g h. 3 0 As  a  
r es ult, ili c y b e g a n  i o s p e a k i n oili er  l a n
g u a g es  a n d di al e cts  as t his n e w  p o w er  
* * g a v c  tli c m utt er a n c e "  or  e n a bl e d t h e m 
* *t o  s p cji k f ort h. " ( Tli e Gr e e k  w or d  h er e  
i n di c at es tli at tli c y pr e a c h e d li k e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  pr o p h ets!) 3 1

Y cl,  witli  tli c cl os e  of  di e  a p ost oli c  a g e  
a n d  es p e ci all y  t h e wit n ess  l o Isr a el, Lliis  
gift  c e as e d.  T his  w as  as P a ul  pr e di ct e d:  
,' w h et h er lli er e b e  t o n g u es, t h e y s h all 
c e as e. " ”
\ V 山  diis  r e m ar k a bl e gift  e v er  a p p ciir  a g ai n ?

I n his  c oi ni n c nis  l h al d a y  at  P e nt e c ost,  
P et er  s ai d,'' T his is 山 at  w hi c h  w as  s p o k e n  
b y  di e  pr o p h et  J o el. " T h e n  h e  b e g a n  t o 
q u ot e  J o el: * * A n d  it s h all c o ni c  l o p ass  i n 
t h e I asi d a ys  ... I will  p o ur  o ut  m y  s pirit 
u p o n  ail fl es h.,， 3 3

N o w  l et us  t ur n l o J o el a n d r e a d his  
w or ds:  " A n d  it s h all c o m e  t o p ass  ait cr-  
w ar d,  di al  I will  p o ur  o ut  m y  s pirit u p o n  
all  fl es h. "3 4

T h e  k e y  w or d  i n J o el is '' aft er w ar d. " It 
is o ur  tr a nsl ati o n of  t h e H e br e w  p hr as e  
' a c h ar e- k c n w hi c h  lit er all y m e a ns  " aft er  
s o, ^ or * * aft erlll us.,,  A c c or di n g  t o G es e ni us' 
l e xi c o n, it lit er all y m e a ns  t h at t hi n gs
h a d  s o  h a p p e n c d. ,， 3 S

Aft er  c ert ai n  t hi n gs h a d  h a p p e n e d  or  
c o m e  t o p ass,  G o d  s ai d, H e  w o ul d  p o ur

o ut  His  s pirit. N o w  w e  m a y  as k, aft er  
w h at  h as  h a p p e n e d,  aft er  w h at  h as  c o m e  
t o p ass ?  W e  o nl y  n e e d l o l o o k at tli e 
pr e c e di n g  v ers es  i n J o el  t o s e e  w h at  h e  h as <  
b e e n  t al ki n g a b o ut.

I n t h es e v ers es  J o el dr a ws  a  b e a utif ul  
pi ct ur e  of  t h e Mill e n ni al  a g e  or,  as t h e 
J e wis h p e o pl e  w o ul d  s a y, of  t h e M essi 
a ni c  er a. 3 6  A  n e w  er a  h as  b e e n  b o m  f or t h e 
l a n d a n d  its p e o pl e.  " T h e  n orl h c ni  Ji n n y " 
h as b e e n  d estr o y e d.  T h e  p ast ur es a n d  
fi el ds h a v e  l u ni e d gr e e n.  " T h e f or m er 
r ai n " or  di e  M essi a h  h as  c o m e,  a n d  G o d's  
a n ci e nt  p e o pl e,  tli e J e ws ( " m y p e o pl e, "  
H e  s a ys), will  n e v er  b e  p ul l o s h a m e 
a g ai n.  Il is a  b e a utif ul  pi ct ur e  l o w hi c h  t h e 
r e a d er hi ms elf  m ust  l u ni.

H er e,  tli e n, is t h e a ns w er  t o o ur  q u es 
ti o n. I n t h e M essi a ni c  a g e  or  t h e Mill e n 
ni u m,  G o d  will  p o ur  o ut  His  S pirit  u p o n  
t h e e ntir e  n ati o n  of  Isr a el. Aft er  di e  gr e at  
e v e nts  of  J o el  2: 2 1- 2 7  h a v e  b e e n  f ulfill e d, 
a  s pirit u al i ns pir ati o n will  d es c e n d  u p o n  
t h e J e wis h p e o pl e  i n t h e l a n d, a n d t h e y 
will  b e c o m e  t h e w orl d's  s pirit u al l e a d ers 
or  t e a c h ers i n t h e Mill e n ni al  a g e. 3 7

T h e  a p o c al y pti c  j u d g m e nts w hi c h  J o el 
m e nti o ns  will  h a v e  t a k e n pl a c e — w o n 
d ers  i n t h e h e a v e ns,  “ bl o o d,  a n d  fir e, a n d  

pill ars  of  s m o k e . . . tli e gr e at  a n d di e  
t erri bl e d a y  of  di e  L o r d . " B ui  di e  r est or e d 
r e m n a nt h as  c all e d u p o n t h e n a m e  of  
J e h o v a h a n d b e e n s a v e d, a n d Lli er e  is 
d eli v er a n c e  i n J er us al e m. 3 8

P et er's  q u ot ati o n  i n A cls  2: 1 7  m ust  b e  
u n d erst o o d  i n di e  li g ht of  w h at  J o el h as  
s ai d.  P et er  s ai d  "i n  t h e l ast d a ys. "  J o el  s ai d 
" aft er w ar d. "  Tli c y  b o di  r ef er l o t h e s a m e 
ti m e, tli e M essi a ni c  er a  or  Mill e n ni al  a g e.

W h e n  P et er  s ai d "i n t h e l ast d a ys "  h e  
w as  n ot  mis q u oti n g  J o el,  or  c h a n gi n g  di e  
t e xt. H e  w as  s p e a ki n g e x a ctl y as a J e w 
w o ul d  s p eii k  of  di e  M essi a ni c  a g e.  H e  w as  
usi n g  t h e us u al  e x pr essi o n  f or t his f ut ur e 
li m e.3 9 B ot h  Is ai a h a n d Mi c a h  s p e a k of  
t h at d a y  as  "i n t h e l ast d a ys. " 4 0

I n t h e Mill e n ni al  a g e,  n ot  i n tliis pr es 
e nt dis p e ns ati o n  i n w hi c h  w e  li v e, di e  
H ol y  S pirit  will  b e  p o ur e d  o ut  u p o n  U 】 c  
r est or e d a n d  r e g e n er at e d n ati o n  of  Isr a el. 
P c ni e c ost  a n d  its pr o mis es  b el o n g  t o t h e m. 
S o  P et er  s ai d l o t h e J e wis h pil gri ms  as 
s e m bl e d at P e nt e c ost:  " T h e pr o mis e  i # 
u nt o  y o u,  a n d  t o y o ur  c hil dr e n,  a n d  t o all  
t h at ar e  af ar  off  |t h c dis p ersi o n],  e v e n  as

pri v at e  d e v oti o ns.  O n e  d o cs  n ot  n e e d  di e  
gift  of  a  f or ei g n l a n g u a g e t o pr a y  t o G o d.  
H e  u n d erst a n ds  all l a n g u a g es! N or  is Ui c  
si m ult a n e o us gift of  i nt er pr et ati o n or  
e x p ositi o n n e e d e d  f or His  b e n efit. H e  
u n d erst a n ds  di e  m e a ni n g  of  w h at  a  C hris 
ti a n pr a ys.

T o n g u es,  P a ul  s ai d,  w er e  * * a  si g n... t o 
t h e m t h at b eli e v e  n ot. " 2 8 T h er ef or e  w e  
s h o ul d l uir dl y d ar e  l o s p e a k i n t o n g u es t o 
G o d!  H e  is n ot  a n  u n b eli e v er!

Si n c e  t h e gill  of  t o n g u es c e as e d l o n g 
a g o, 2 9 di e  w h ol e  q u esti o n  of  w h ctli er  or  
n ot  o n e  s h o ul d pr a y  i n t o n g u es is r e all y a  
d e a d  iss u e. B ut  si n c e tliis is oft e n  o v er 
l o o k e d, s o m e i nstr u cti o n i n Lliis  ar e a is 
n e c ess ar y

S h o ul d  C hristi a ns  Pr a y  i n T o n g u es ?

T h e  gift  of  t o n g u es w as  di e  mir a c ul o us  
a bilit y  l o s p e a k i n a  f or ei g n l a n g u a g e. Its 
p ur p os e  w as  t o c o n v e y  G o d's  m ess a g e  i o 
lli os c w h o  s p o k e di al  l a n g u a g e. Tliis  gift,  
al o n g  wit h  tli e oili er  s p e ci al gifts  of  t h e 
A cts  p eri o d, 2 4  e n d e d  witli  Di e  cl os e  ol' Lli c  
a p ost oli c  a g e  a n d  es p e ci all y  tli e a p p e al  l o 
Isr a el n ati o n all y. 2 5

Y et,  w e  u n d erst a n d,  lli er e ar c t h os e 
t o d a y w h o  m a k c a n cff o n  t o pr a y ui  l o n g u es. 
T his  pr a cti c e  m ust  b e  c o nsi d er e d  i n t h e 
li g ht of  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 1 3,  " W h er ef or e  
l et hi m  t h at s p e a k et h  i n u n kii o wii  t o n g u e 
pr a y  t h at h e  m a y  i ni er pr et. "

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or "i ni er pr et "  is di er- 
m e n c u o.  It m e a ns  "t o e x pl ai n,  i nt er pr et, 
t r a nsl at e " or  " b e  a bl e  i o i nt er pr et. "2 6

It is i nt er esti n g t h at t his s a m e w or d  is 
us e d i n L u k e  2 4: 2 7 w h er e  J es us u c x-  
p o u n d e d "  or  " e x pl ai n e d "  t o di e  E m m a us  
dis ci pl es  "i n all  t h e S cri pt ur es  t h e t hi n gs 
c o n c er ni n g  hi ms clf. " T h al  is, H e  u nf ol d e d  
t o t h e m t h e m e a ni n g  of  w h at  di e  S cri p 
t ur es s ai d. 2 7

O b vi o usl y,  t h e n, t h e o n e  w h o  s p o k e i n 
l o n g u es or  l a n g u a g es w as  t o h a v e  di e  gift  
of  e x p o u n di n g  or  e x pl ai ni n g  t h e m e a ni n g  
of  w h at  h e  h a d  s ai d. B ot h  gifts  w er e  t o b e  
p oss ess e d  si m ult a n e o usl y. L nl cr pr ci ali o n  
w as  n ot  si m pl y a  m att er  of  tr a nsl ati o n.

It is q uit e  e vi d e nt,  t h e n, t h at t h e gift  of  
l o n g u es w as  n ot  s o m et hi n g i nt e n d e d f or
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a n d p hil os o p h ers. I n t h e
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S el e ct e d  fr o m Bri ef  Bi bl e  St u di es,  F all  
1 9 9 2, V ol.  2 3.  N o.  3. Us e d  wit h  ki n d  
p er missi o n.

li o ns a n d tli c s pirit u al t e a c h ers f or t h e 
w orl d. 4 7 J e wis h missi o n ari es,  li k e P a ul  
of  ol d,  will  h a v e  t h e gift  of  l a n g u a g es t o 
g o  o ut  a n d e v a n g eli z e t h e w orl d  a n d  
t e a c h t h e n ati o ns.  T h at  littl e fl o c k i n A cts,  
w hi c h  r c c ei v e-j t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit  
a n d l h e gift  of  l a n g u a g es, is ill ustr ati v e 
of  t h e n e w  n ati o n  of  Isr a el i n l h e a g e  t o 
c o m e. %

m a n y  as  tli c L or d  o ur  G o d  s h all c all.
W e  m ust  r e m e m b er t h at 山 e d a y  of  

P e nt e c ost  r e c or d e d i n A cts  T w o  w as  a  
卜  J e wis h f e ast d a y.  A  r e pr es e nt ati v e n u m 

b er  fr o m all  t h e n ati o n  w as  t h er e. I n c h a p 
t er Tlir e e,  aft er t h e h e ali n g  of  t h e l a m e 
m a n  at  t h e g at e  c all e d  '' B e a utif ul, " P et er  
m a d e  his  gr e at  a p p e al  t o t h e m i n w hi c h  h e  
s ai d  i n eff e ct:  " R e p e nt,  s o  t h at t h e ti m es of  
r efr es hi n g m a y  c o m e  fr o m J e h o v a h, a n d  
H e  m a y  s e n d t h e M essi a h  a p p oi nt e d  f or 
y o u,  e v e n  J es us. *' 4 2

H a d  t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el r e p e nt e d at  
P et er's  c all,  t h e pr o p h eti c  pr o gr a m  o ut 
li n e d b y  J o el a n d  P el er  w o ul d  h a v e  c o n 
ti n u e d o n  u ni nt err u pt e d.  Il w o ul d  h a v e  
c ul mi n at e d  i n L h e  r et ur n of  t h e M essi a h  
a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  His  ki n g d o m.  I n 
t h e f o ur G os p els,  t h e L or d  J es us a n d  His  
ki n g d o m w er e  off er e d t o Isr a el. T his  
pr o gr a m  w as  off er e d  t o t h e m a g ai n  d uri n g  
t h e A cts  p eri o d,  b ot h  t o t h os e i n 山 e  l a n d 
a n d  t o t h os e i n t h e dis p ersi o n.  B ut  si n c e  
t h e y r ej e ct e d it a g ai n,  t his w o n d erf ul  li m e, 
i n cl u di n g tli c o ut p o uri n g  of  t h es pirit u p o n 
Isr a el, is p ost p o n e d  u ntil  a  f ut ur e D a y. 4 3

H er e,  t h e n, is t h e b asi c  err or of  l h e 
c h aris m ati c  m o v e m e nt,  es p e ci all y  its cl ai m  

f t o t h e gift  of  t o n g u es. It cl ai ms  f or its elf 
n ot  o nl y  tli at w hi c h  h as  b e e n  s et  asi d e,  b ut  
als o t h at w hi c h  is r es er v e d f or a f ut ur e 
d a y.  It cl ai ms  f or its elf s o m et hi n g w hi c h  
ri g htf ull y b el o n gs  t o t h e c o n v e n e d  n ati o n  
of  Isr a el i n t h e a g e  t o c o m e.

H er e  als o  is t h e d a n g er  i m pli cit i n t h e 
t er m "s pirit u al Isr a el, " a n  e x pr essi o n  n ot  
f o u n d i n S cri pt ur e.  T o  s o m e it is a n i n
n o c u o us  t e n n of  c o n v e ni e n c e.  T o  ot h ers,  
h o w e v er,  it i m pli es t h atu t h e c h ur c h "  is * * a  
n e w  Isr a el " a n d  h as  b e c o m e  h eir  t o all  t h e 
pr o mis es  gi v e n  i o n ati o n al  Isr a el.4 4

If w c  w a nt  t o us e  t h e t er m "s pirit u al  
Isr a el, " l et us  gi v e  it t o w h o m  it b el o n gs:  
n ot  t o o urs el v es  as  C hristi a ns,  or  t o "t h e  
c h ur c h, "  b ut  t o t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el i n t h e 
a g e  t o c o m e.  T h e y  will  b e  t h e tr u e s piri
t u al Isr a el, tli c n e w  Isr a el, f or as  Is ai a h h as  
s ai d, " A ki n g  s h all r ei g n i n ri g ht e o us
n ess, M  a n d " T h e s pirit [ will] b e  p o ur e d  
u p o n  us  fr o m o n  hi g h. " 4 5

It h as  n ot  e nt er e d i nt o o ur  h e arts  t h e 
t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h as  pr e p ar e d  f or all  of  

I'us  i n t h e a g e  t o c o m e. 4 6  T h at  will  i n cl u d e 
t h e n e w  n ati o n  of  Isr a el c arr yi n g  o ut  its 
i nt e n d e d r ol e as  L h e  h e a d  a m o n g  l h e n a-

】 E.  W.  B ulli n g er,  Fi g ur es  of  S p e e c h  Us e di n  t h e 
Bi bl e:  E x pl ai n e d  a n d  Ill ustr at e d ( L o n d o n: E yr e  &  

S p ottis w o o d c,  1 8 9 8),  p.  5 4 6.
2 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 3 0.

3 Cf.  T h e  A n al yti c al  Gr e e k  L e xi c o n  [ et c.] ( N e w 

Y or k:  H ar p er  &  Br ot h ers,  n d),  p.  3 1 3,  a n d  ot h er  
l e xi c o ns.

4 \ C ori nt hi a ns  1 4 1 8.

5 Cf.  P ast or  Willi a m  C a m p b ell,  P ef U e c ost alis m,  

Is It of  G o d,  M a n,  or  S al a  n ?  ( A u c kl a n d, N. Z.:  T h e  
C h ur c h es  of  C hrist,  Lif e  a n d  A d v e nt,  1 9 6 7),  p p.  6 3-  

7 0  a n d  p assi m.  Cf.  als o  E n c y cl o p a e di a  Brit a n ni c a,  

1 9 5 4,  c d., arti cl e " T o n g u es, Gift  of *  ( C hi c a g o: 
E n c y cl o p a e di a  Brit a n ni c a,  I n c., 1 9 5 4),  X XII, 2 8 2 ・  

8 3.

6 A cts  2: 1 7;  J o el  2: 2 3- 3 2.
7 A cts 2: 1 5.

*  Alfr e d  M ars h all,  T h e  hit crl bi c ar  Gr e e k- E n glis h  

N e w T csl a m e nt  ( L o n d o n: S a m u el  B a gst er a n d  S o ns  
Li mit e d,  1 9 5 8),  p.  4 6 7.

9 A cts 2:ll.

, 0H cl e n  B arr ett  M o nt g o ni cr y , T h e  N e w  T est a ni c til 
i n ( P hil a d el p hi a: T h e  J u ds o n  Pr ess,

1 9 2 4),  p.  3 1 4.

" A cts 1: 1 4;  2: 1; 1 8: 2 6;  2 1: 9; 1 C o n nt hi a ns  

1 1: 5.

n l C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 1- 5.
n l C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 3 4. 3 5.
H F or  a dis c ussi o n  of  t his s u bj e ct of  w o m e n  

s p e a ki n g  i n t h e p u bli c  ass e m bl es,  s e c  C h arl es  H c xi g e,  

A n  E x p ositi o n  of  t h e First  E pistl e  t o t h e C ori nt hi a ns  
( Gr a n d R a pi ds,  Mi c h.:  E er dr n a ns,  1 9 5 3),  p p.  3 0 4-  

0 5.
, 51 C ori nt hi a ns  1 1: 5;  1 6: 1 9.
, 61 C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 5.
1 1  A b b ott- S mit h,  A  M a n u al  Gr e e k  L e xi c o n  of  t h e 

N e w T est a ni e nl  ( E d i n b ur g h: T.  &  T.  Cl ar k,  1 9 3 7),  p.  

2 8 1.  T h e  A n al yti c al  Gr e e k  L e xi c o n  ( N e w Y or k:  
H ar p er  &  Br ot h ers,  n d),  p. 2 6 0.

', C h arl es H o d g e,  o p.  cit.,  p p.  2 7 5- 7 6.
的 J os e p h  H e nr y  T h a y er,  A  Gr e e k- E n glis h  L e xi c o n  

cf  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  [ et c.], c orr e ct e d  e d. ( N e w 

Y or k:  A m eri c a n  B o o k  C o m p a n y,  1 8 8 9),  p.  3 6 8.
^ E n c y cl o p a e di a Brit a n ni c a,  o p.  cil., arti cl e  

“ T o n g u es,  Gift  of, ”  X X H.  2 8 2- 8 3.

" C a m p b ell,  o p.  cit.,  p.  4 5.
2 2 E n c y cl o p a e di a  Brit a n ni c a  ( 1 9 5 3 e d.),  arti cl e  

" A ut o m atis m. " II, 7 9 8.  Cf.  E p h esi a ns  6: 1 2- 1 3;  2  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 1: 1 4.

D M att h c w  2 2: 3 7.  Cf.  H o d g e,  o p.  cit.,  p p.  2 8 0-  

8 1, 2 8 9- 9 0, 3 0 2- 0 3.
^ M ar k  1 6: 1 7, 1 8.

2 5 A cts  2 8: 2 5- 2 8.  Cf.  als o  s u c h p ass a g es  as 1  

C ori nt hi a ns  1 3: 8;  P hili p pi a ns 2: 2 7; 2 Ti m o  t h y 4: 2 0.
2 6 Cf.  G.  A b b ott- S mit h,  o p.  cil., p. 1 1 5;  T h e  

A n al yti c al  Gr e e k  L e xi c o n,  o p.  cit.,  p.  1 0 0,  a n d  t h e 

v ari o us  l e xi c o ns.

llCf.  T h a y er,  o p.  cil ；  p.  1 4 7.

a l C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 2 2.

C ori nt hi a ns  1 3: 8.

" A cts 1: 5;  2: 4;  L u k e 2 4: 4 9.

" T h e w or d  is a p o p hl h e g g o m ai,  als o  us e d  i n 

A cts  2: 1 4 a n d  2 6: 2 5.  A c c or d  i n g t o T h a y cr *s  l e xi c o n 
it w as  a w or d  w hi c h  b el o n g e d  t o di g nifi e d  a n d  

el e v at e d  dis c o urs e,  a n d  w as  us e d  n ot o nl y  of  pr o p h ets  
b ut  als o of  wis e  m e n

S c pt u a gi nt  it w as  us e d  f or t h e H e br e w  w or d  n a b a  t 

"t o  pr o p h es y/ *  Cf,  T h a y er,  o p.  cit.,  p.  6 9.  A b b ott-  

S mit h,  o p.  cil.,  p.  5 6.
3 2 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 3: 8.

" A cts  2: 1, 2.

xj o cl  2: 2 8;  3: 1  i n H e br e w.
yi G es e niiis'  H e br e w  a n d  C h al d e e  L e xi c o n  ( e/ c.J, 

tr a nsl b y  S.  P.  Tr c g ell cs,  ( Gr a n d R a pi ds,  Mi c h.:  

E cr d m a ns,  1 9 5 0),  p.  3 3. T h c S c pt u a gi nt  t c xt ofJ o el, 
lit er all y tr a nsl at e d, s a ys,  " A n d  it will  b e  aft er  t h es e 
t hi n gs. * *

^ 0 0 1 2: 1 8- 2 7.

"J o el  2: 2 8, 2 9.

M  J o el  2: 3 0- 3 2.

" R a b bi  Dr.  S.  M.  L e hr m a n, I ntr o d u cti o n 

a n d  C o m m e nt ar y,  i n T h e  T w el v e  Pr o p h ets  
T h e  R e v.  Dr.  A.  C o h e n,  c d.  ( L o n d o n: T h e  S o n ci n o  

Pr ess,  1 9 6 1),  p.  7 2.

^Is ai a h  2: 2;  Mi c a h  4: 1.

4 1  A cts  2: 3 9.

4 2  A cts  3: 1 9.
妙 I n g e n er al  t e n ns. A cts  1- 1 2  t ells of  t h e mi nistr y  

of  t h e t w el v e i n l h e l a n d, a n d  A cts  1 3- 2 8  t ells of  t h e 
mi nistr y  of  P a ul  t o t h e dis p ersi o n.  W h e n  P a ul  

arri v e d i n R o m e,  h e  di d  n ot  arr a n g e f or a Bi bl e  

c o nf er e n c e  of  C hristi a ns  at  his  l o d gi n g. R at h er,  h e  
arr a n g e d  a  m e eti n g  wit h  l h e J e ws a n d  e x p o u n d e d  

a n d  t estifi e d t o t h e m of  t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  of  

J es us as  t h e M essi a h.  W h e n  t h e y c o ul d  n ot  a gr e e  
a m o n g  t h e ms el v es, t h e B o o k  of  A cts  c o m es  t o a n  
e n d.

" Si n c e  t h e e arl y  c e nt uri es  of  t h e C hristi a n  er a,  
" m ai nstr e a m' * C hristi a nit y  h as  b eli e v e d  t h at t h e 

C hristi a n  c h ur c h  is t h e f ulfill m e nt of  t h e Ki n g d o m  
pr o mis es,  a n d  t h at t h e gl ori o us  pr e di cti o ns  of  t h e 
pr o p h ets  c o n c er ni n g  Isr a el h a v e  h a d.  a n d  will  h a v e  

i n l h e m ai n,  t h eir f ulfil b n c nt i n t h e c h ur c h.  S o  i n 
eff e ct  writ es  Os w al d  T.  Allis  i n Pr o p h e c y  a n d  t h e 
C h ur c h  ( P hil a d el p hi a: T h e  Pr es b yt eri a n  a n d  

R ef o n n e d  P u blis hi n g  C o m p a n y *  1 9 4 5),  p.  v  i n t h e 

Pr ef a c e.  ( Y es, as  a  st u d e nt i n s e mi n ar y I r e a d t his 
e ntir e  w or k!)  T his  p ositi o n  J  b eli e v e,  is t h e ulti m at e  

o ut c o m e  a n d  d a n g er  i n e v e n  a c c e pti n g  t h e * *s plrit u al 

Isr a el' * i d e a. It h as  s e e m e d t o i n c, d uri n g  m y  y e ars  
i n C hristi a n  w or k,  t h at t h e *'s piril u al Isr a el "c o n c e pt  
als o  c a n  l e a d t o a  n e g ati v e  attit u d e  t o w ar d t h e Sl at e  

of  Isr a el. "  A  littl e l e a v e n I c a v c n cl h t h e w h ol e  l u m p * * 
( G al. 5: 9).

"Is ai a h  3 2:  L  1 5.

“ Is ai a h 6 4: 4;  1 C ori nt hi a ns  2: 9.

4 7 D e ut er o n o m y  2 8: 1 3;  3 2: 4 3;  3 3: 2 6- 2 9.
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T h e  L or d's  S u p p er
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T

b y  P ast or  R e x  C ai n  
B e df or d,  O H

H E O N L Y  P E R S O N A L  r e q u est J es us e v er  m a d e  of  His  
dis ci pl es  w as  i n c o n n e cti o n  wit h  t h eir o bs er v a n c e  of His  
M e m ori al  S u p p er,  w hi c h  H e  i nstit ut e d t h e ni g ht  b ef or e  
His  cr u cifi xi o n.  H e  g a v e  m a n y  i nstr u cli o ns wit h  r e g ar d 

l o His  w orl d wi d e  pr o gr a m  of  s pr e a di n g t h e g os p el,  of  m a ki n g  Hi m  
k n o w n  t o e v er y cr e at ur e. B ut  t h e o nl y  t hi n g H e  e v er as k e d His  
dis ci pl es  t o d o  f or Hi m  p ers o n all y  w as  t o o bs er v e  t h e M e m ori al  
S u p p er:  " T his  d o, "  H e  s ai d, * *i n  r e m e m br a n c e of  m e. "

H e n c e,  Uir o u g h  all  t h e y e ars  si n c e  t h e n, t h e L or d's  S u p p er  h as  b e e n  
a  c e ntr al  f e at ur e i n di e  w ors hi p  s er vi c es of  o ur  c h ur c h es.  T h er e  is a  
b e a ut y  a n d  s ol e m nit y a b o ut it, w h e n  pr o p erl y  o bs er v e d,  Di al  w e  d o  
n ot  fi n d i n a n y  ot h er  f o n n of  w ors hi p,  As  w e  h ol d  i n o ur  h a n ds  t h e 
br e a d  a n d  t h e fr uii oflli e vi n c, s y m b ols  of  t h e b o d y  a n d  bl o o d  ofJ es us,  
w e  f e el m or e  d e e pl y  t h e m ar v els  of  His  l o v e. F or  it w as  f or o ur  si ns 
H e  s uff er e d t h e d e at h  p e n alt y  of  t h e cr u el cr oss — His  b o d y  w as  
br o k e n  a n d  His  bl o o d  w as  fr e el y s h e d.

S ur el y  n o  tr u e dis ci pl e  of  Clirist  s h o ul d a bs e nt  hi ms elf  fr o m t h e 
t a bl e of  t h e L or d.  T his  is his  u ns p e a k a bl e  pri vil e g e  of  pr o cl ai mi n g  l h e 
L or d's  d e at h  f or o ur  si ns t o a w orl d  t h at is l ost i n si n. T his  is his  
o p p ort u nit y  of  wit n essi n g  t o his  f ait h i n t h e at o ni n g  w or k  of  C hrist  o n  
t h e cr oss  a n d  i n His  tri u m p h a nt r ei u ni t o t his e art h  t o cl ai m  His  o w n.  
W h al  a  pri vil e g e!  " F or  as  oft e n  as  y e  e at  t his br e a d,  a n d  dri n k  t his c u p,  
y e  d o  s h o w t h e L or d's  d e at h  till h e  c o m e "  (I C or.  1 1 : 2 6).

J es us s ai d f urt h er: * * Dri n k  of  it, all  of  y o u  [ m y dis ci pl es];  f or t his 
is m y  bl o o d  of  t h e c o v e n a nt  w hi c h  is p o ur e d  o ut  f or m a n y  F O R  T H E  
F O R GI V E N E S S  O F  SI N S.  H ell  y o u,  I s h all n ot  dri n k  a g ai n  of  t his 
fr uit of  t h e vi n e  u ntil  T H A T  D A Y  w h e n  I dri n k  it n e w  wit h  y o u  I N 
M Y  F A T H E R' S  KI N G D O M "  ( M att. 2 6: 2 7- 2 9).
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' N

b y  P ast or  J.  Arl e n  M ars h  (r etir e d) 
Cl e v el a n d,  O H

str u cti o n  f oll o wi n g 

u p o n  si n,  w e  gi v e  

littl e h e e d  t o w h at

I n 1 9 4 8,  t h e J o ur n al  of  t h e A m eri c a n  A c a d 
e m y  of  Arts  a n d  S ci e n c es  p u blis h e d  a t h or o u g h 
st u d y of  r eli gi o n i n A m eri c a.  It n ot e d  t h at t h os e 
C hristi a n  d e n o mi n ati o ns  w hi c h  s h o w e d t h e f ast
est  gr o wt h  w er e  t h os e w hi c h  i nsist e d o n  t w o f a cts: 
t h e w orl d  is gr o wi n g  m or e  si nf ul all  t h e ti m e, a n d  
di e  c o mi n g  of  Clirisl  is " n e ar,  e v e n  at  t h e d o ors "  
( M att. 2 4: 3 3).  T h es e  t w o c o n vi cti o ns  dr o v e  b e 
li e v ers i nt o c o nti n u o us  eff ort  t o c o n v ert  ot h ers —  
t o "r es c u e "  t h e m fr o m t h e c o ns e q u e n c es  of  t h eir 
e vil  w a ys.

Is t his still tr u e al m ost  a  h alf  c e nt ur y  l at er ?
R ur al  c h ur c h es  h a v e  cl os e d  i n dr o v es.  M e m 

b ers hi p  i n L h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  h as  r e m ai n e d st ati c,  
if w e  vi e w it tlir o u g h tr a diti o n al r os e- c ol or e d 
gl ass es.  Ot h er  gr o u ps,  e x c e pt  f or s o m e  n ot a bl e  i n
d e p e n d e nts,  h a v e  e x p eri e n c e d  s u bst a nti al l oss es 
a n d  si m ult a n e o usl y h a v e  l o os e n e d d o ctri n al  a n d  
m or al  st a n d ar ds.

H o m os e x u alit y  a n d l es bi a nis m h a v e  b e c o m e  
L h c  a c c e pt e d  n o n n  i n m a n y  d e n o mi n ati o ns,  a n d  it 
is c o nsi d er e d  g a u c h e  l o q u esti o n  l h e a cti viti es  of  
s e x u al d e vi at es.  T his,  d es pit e  t h e bi bli c al  i nj u n c
ti o ns i n b ot h  Ol d  a n d  N e w  T est a m e nts  t o a v oi d  
s u c h d e vi ati o ns  as  n ot hi n g  l ess t h a n si n! ( 1 C or.  
6: 9.)  E v e n  t h e gr o u ps  d es cri b e d  f uls o m cl y i n L h e  
A  A  A S  J o ur n al  ar e,  i n t h e m ai n,  h a vi n g  diffi c ult y  
c o pi n g  wit h  t h e eff orts  of  t h e o ut- of-t h c- cl os et  
d e vi at es — a n d  h a v e  m a d e  n e ws p a p er  h e a dli n es  
a c c or di n gl y.

“ Li vi n g  t o g et h er, * i n pl a c e  of  m arri a g e  is s o 
c o m m o n  t h at m ost  p e o pl e  i n m ost  c o n u n u nili es,  
ur b a n  a n d  r ur al. n o l o n g er r ais e e y e br o ws  o v er  it. 
Si n gl e  p ar e nts — i n s o m e  citi es,  t h e y pr esi d e  o v er  
si x t o ei g ht  of  e v er y  t e n f a mili es— ar e  l h e b a n e  of  
p u bli c  w elf ar e  or g a ni z ati o ns;  a n d  a  hi g h  p er c e nt 
a g e  of  t h e m r e pr es e nt u n m arri e d  m ot h ers.  ( A girl  
i n a  hi g h  s c h o ol i n Cl e v el a n d  r e c e ntl y t c x) k li m e

O W  T H E  D A Y S  of  r e c k o ni n g h a v e  
c o m c,,,  wr ot e  H os e a  ( 9: 7); a c c or d 
i n g t o t h e J er us al e m Bi bl e,  " T h e  
d a ys  of  r e pris als ar c  h er e. "

W hil e  it is tr u e t h at H os e a,  w h os e  pr e di cti o ns  
w er e  a n yt hi n g  b ut  mi n or,  w as  r ef erri n g dir e ctl y  
t o ti m es n ot  l o n g aft er  l h e o n es  i n w hi c h  h e  li v e d 
(r o u g hl y 7 5 0  t o 7 2 0  B. C.),il  is j ust as  tr u e t h at his  
i d e as a p pl y  t o o ur  o w n  p eri o d  as  w ell.

"' T h e pr o p h et  is m a d,'  Isr a el pr ot ests,  't his 
i ns pir e d f ell o w is r a vi n g.' A h  y es,  b ut  o nl y  b e 
c a us e  y o ur  i ni q uit y is s o gr e at,  y o ur  a p ost as y  s o 
gr a v e. "

H os e a's  m e nti o n  of  a n ci e nt  Isr a el's r e a cti o n 
t o his  w ar ni n gs  of  dis ast er  t o c o m e  is m a d e  m u c h  
m or e  bl u ntl y  b y  l h e Ki n g  J a m es V ersi o n:  " T h e  
pr o p h et  is a f o ol.n  I n w h at e v er  tr a nsl ati o n o n e  
pr ef ers,  l h e l a n g u a g e f or es h a d o ws J es us' c o n 
d e m n ati o n  of  t h e P h aris e es  s e v e n  c e nt uri es  l at er. 
" Y e b uil d  t h e s e p ul c hr es of  t h e pr o p h ets,  a n d  
y o ur  f at h ers kill e d  Ui ei n. "  ( L u k e 1 1: 4 7.)  J es us 
w e nt  o nt o  a d d  t h at t h e r eli gi o us l e a d ers of his  d a y  
a ct u all y  s u p p ort e d t h e a n ci e nt r e a cti o n t o pr o 
p h eti c  a d m o niti o ns.

Aft er  bri efl y  c o nsi d eri n g t h e e v e nts w hi c h  
h a d  s urr o u n d e d  Isr a el d uri n g  its b e gii uii n gs,  P a ul  
d e cl ar e d  t h at * * all t his h a p p e n e d  t o t h e m as a  
w ar ni n g,  a n d  it w as  writt e n  d o w n  t o b e  a  l ess o n 
f or us. "  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 1,  J er us al e m Bi bl e.)  T his  
i n d e e d s h o ul d  b e  t h e p ur p os e  b e hi n d  st u d y  of  all  
hist or y:  n ot  t o g at h er  f a cts al o n e,  b ut  t o a m e n d  
c o n d u ct i n a c c or d a n c e wit h  t h e mist a k es  a n d  
tri u m p hs of  t h e p ast.

U nf ort u n at el y,  w e  f ail i n o ur  st u d y. D es pit e  
t h e c o nst a nt pi ct ur e  of  d e at h  a n d d estr u cti o n  
f oll o wi n g u p o n  si n,  w e  gi v e  littl e h e e d  t o w h at  t h e 
Bi bl e  ( or s e c ul ar hist or y,  f or t h at m att er)  h as  t o 
s a y.

D e s pit e  t h e 

c o n st a nt  pi ct ur e  of  

d e at h  a n d  d e-

rural.no


B i b l e S t u d y

T errit ori al  D o m ai n  of  t h e
K Li n g d o m  of  G o d
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c

b y  P ast or  D el b ert  R a n ki n  
L a d or a,  I A

off  f or a n ot h er  birt h,  aft er  h a vi n g  t hr e e 
a b orti o ns.  S h e  is n o w  s e v e nt e e n.) J ails, 
cr o w d e d  b e y o n d  m e as ur e  fr o m t h e fl o o d 
of  dr u g  a b us ers,  s o m eti m es  r ef us e l o t a k e 
m or e  pris o n ers.

T h e  w orl d  a s  a  w h ol e  i s i n t ur m oil, a s

J es us s u g g est e d it w o ul d  b e.  L u k e  r e
c or d e d  J es us' r e m ar ks i n L u k e  2 1;  M at 
t h e w, i n M att h e w  2 4.  St u d e nts  of  t h e 
Bi bl e  w h o  o n c e  n a m e d  t h e S ult a n  of  
T ur k e y  as  t h e A nti c hrist,  w h o  o n c e  n a m e d  
Hitl er  or  Si ali n  as t h e A nti c hrist,  h a v e

H U R C H  M E M B E R S  ar c  
h eirs  of  t h e pr o mis e d  Ki n g 
d o m  (J as. 2: 5).  N o w  a n  h eir  
r e m ai ns a n h eir a p p ar e nt  

u ntil  t h e ti m e a p p oi nt e d of  t h e f at h er, 
h a vi n g  o bt ai n e d  o nl y  t h e g u ar a nt e e  of  
r e c ei vi n g his  i n h erit a n c e. U p o n  e nt eri n g  
i nt o t h e i n h erit a n c e, t h e h eir  b e c o m es  a n  
i n h erit or. F or  t h e p e o pl e  of  G o d  t h eir 
Ki n g d o m  i n h erit a n c e is r e c ei v e d aft er  
J es us c o m es a n d b e c o m es  Ki n g  ( M att. 
2 5: 3 1- 3 4).

F or  t h e Li  m e  b ei n g,  f oll o w ers of  C hrist  
ar e i nstr u ct e d t o pr a y  t o t h e F at h er —  
' T h y ki n g d o m  c o m e.  T h y  will  b e  d o n e  i n 
e art h,  as  it is i n h e a v e n "  ( M alt. 6: 9, 1 0) —  
a n d  pr e a c h  t o t h e w orl d  c o n c er ni n g  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  ( e. g., A cts  2 8: 2 3,  3 1).

T h e  d a y is c o mi n g w h e n  pr es e nt  
d o m ai ns  of  ki n gs  a n d  r ul ers will  b e c o m e  
t h e pr o cl ai m e d  p oss essi o n  of  G o d  a n d  
His  S o n  J es us. " A n d t h e S E V E N T H  
A n g el  s o u n d e d his  Tr u m p et;  a n d t h er e 
w er e  l o u d V oi c es  i n H E A V E N,  s a yi n g, 
* * T h c  KI N G D O M  of  t h e w orl d  h as  b e 
c o m e  o ur  L O R D' S  a n d  his  C H RI S T' S,  
a n d h e  s h all r ei g n f or t h e A G E S  of  
t h e A G E S "  ( R e v. 1 1: 1 5,  E m p h ati c  Di-  
a gl oit).

C hrisl  will  nil e  Isr a el a n d  p oss ess  t h e 
G e ntil es  l o "t h e utt er m ost  p arts  of  t h e 
e art h "  ( L u k e 1: 3 1- 3 3;  Ps al m  2: 2,  6,  8).  
His  r ul e s h all b e  "fr o m  s e a e v e n  t o s e a,

a n d  fr o m t h e ri v er e v e n  t o di e  e n ds  of  tli e 
c ar  ill " ( Z c c h. 9: 1 0).  St u d y  a n d  c o m p ar e  
t h e M essi a ni c  S e v e nt y-s e c o n d  Ps al m.  
T h e  Ki n g d o m  w hi c h  it f or et ells will  
i n v ol v e " all n ati o ns " a n d ' T h e w h ol e  
e art h. "

T o  A br a h a m  w as  pr o mis e d  l a n d ( G e n. 
1 2: 1),  s p e cifi c all y  t h e Mi d dl e E ast  "fr o m  
t h e ri v er of  E g y pt  u nt o  t h e gr e at  ri v er, tli e 
ri v er E u p hr at es "  ( G e n. 1 5: 1 8ff.)  a n d  t h e 
t errit or y " n or Ui w ar d ... s o ulli w ar d  
e ast w ar d, a n d w est w ar d',  ( G e n. 1 3: 1 4-  
1 7).  A br a h a m,  w h os e  f ait h w e  ar e,  st o o d 
as a n h eir,  i n d e e d of  t h e w orl d  ( R o m. 
4: 1 3, 1 6;  G al.  3: 1 6, 2 7, 2 9). T his  pr o mis e  
h as  n ot  y et  b e e n  f ulfill e d ( A cts 7: 5).  H e  
a n d t h e f ait hf ul ar e  asl e e p, w aiti n g  f or 
f ut ur e f ulfill m e nt t hr o u g h r es urr e cti o n 
( H e b. 1 1: 1 3- 1 6,  3 5,  3 9,  4 0).  S o m e  d a y  
" A br a h a m, a n d  Is a a c, a n d  J a c o b, a n d  all  
t h e pr o p h ets "  will  b e  "i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d ”  a n d  * lUi e y  [t h ef ait hf ul] s h all c o m e  
fr o m t h e e ast ... t h e w est ... t h e n ort h,  
a n d ... Ui e  s o ut h,  a n d  s h all  sit  d o w n  [ wit h 
t h e m] i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d "  ( L u k e 
1 3: 2 8,  2 9).

T h es e  r ef er e n c es, a n d di e  f oll o wi n g 
o n es,  s h o w  t h e l o c ati o n of  t h e t errit or y of  
G o d's  pr o mis e d  Ki n g d o m.

Is ai a h 4 5: 1 8 ~ T h e  e art h  w as  f or m e d 
t o b e  i n h a bit e d ( cf. Ps al m  1 1 5: 1 6;  A cts  
1 7: 2 6).

Pr o v er bs  1 0: 3 0;  1 1 : 3 1— T h e  ri g ht e o us

ar e n e v er  r e m o v e d, ar e  r e w ar d e d i n t h e 
e art h.

M att h e w  5: 5 — T h e  m e e k  s h all i n h erit 
t h e e artli  ( Ps al m 3 7: 3- 7, 9, 1 1, 2 2, 2 9, 3 4,  
3 9, 4 0;  Is ai ali 6 0: 2 1).

Is ai a h 3 5;  5 1: 1 1;  5 5: 1 2, 1 3;  6 0;  6 1: 3 ^ ^  
1 1; 6 2;  6 5: 1 7- 2 5;  et c.  R estit uti o n  of  ri g h W ^ 

t e o us n ess a n d  t h e l a n d is f or e c ast.
D a ni el  2: 4 4 — G o d  w 山  s et u p  a  Ki n g 

d o m. It will  c o ns u m e all n ati o ns  a n d  
st a n d f or e v er.

D a ni el  7: 2 6,  2 7 ―  r e atii ess of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  u n d er  Ui e  w h ol e  h e a v e n  is gi v e n  
l o t h e s ai nts.

A m os  9: 1 1- 1 5; Is ai a h 1 1: 4- 1 6 — Is
r a el is r est or e d a n d  r e b uilt.

H a b a k k u k  2: 1 ~ T h e  e art h will  b e  
fill e d wit h  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e gl or y  of  
t h e L or d.

M at di c w  5: 3 5;  Is ai a h 6 6: 1  6 0: 1 3; 5 1:l-
3 ―  o d's  f o otst o ol, T H E  E A R T H,  is t o 
b e  b e a utifi e d  li k e E d e n.

Z e c h ari a h  1 4: 9;  R e v el ati o n  5: 9,  1 0 —  
A n d  t h e L or d  s h all b e  ki n g  o v er  all t h e 
e art h,  t h e s ai nts p arti ci p ati n g  t h er ei n.

2  P et er  3: 1 3 — ' * W e, a c c or di n g  t o his  
pr o mis e,  l o o k f or n e w  h e a v e ns  a n d  a  n e w  
e art h,  w h er ei n  d w ell ct h  ri g ht e o us n ess. "

A  l ot of  t errit or y h as  b e e n  c o v er e d  a n d  
t h e gr o u n d w or k  l ai d f or t h e u n d erst a n d 
i n g fr o m t h e S cri pt ur es  t h at t h e pr o mis e d '̂''  

Ki n g d o m  is t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  '
o n  e art h! « > «

g e n er at e d  a gr e at d e al of  l a u g ht er as  
e m pir es  a n d  di e  p o w ers  of  C o nii n u nis m  
a n d  N a zis m  h a v e  d e c a y e d.  Afri c a,  Asi a,  
C e ntr al  a n d  S o ut h  A m eri c a  ar c t or n 
e n dl ess  r e v ol uti o ns. T h e  E ur o p e a n  E c o-

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 9)
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B e y o n d  t h e V a nit y  of  
' E art hl y Gr e at n ess  [

T h e  t us ks t h at cl as h e d  i n mi g ht y  br a wls  

Of  m ast o d o ns,  ar e  billi ar d  b alls.  
T h e  s w or d  of  C h arl e m a g n e  t h e J ust  

Is f erri c o xi d e  k n o w n  as  r ust.
T h e  grizzl y  b e ar  w h os e  p ot e nt  h u g  

W as  f e ar e d b y  all,  is n o w  a  r u g. 
Gr e at  C a es ar's  b ust  is o n  t h e s h elf, 
A n d  I d o n't  f e el s o w ell  m ys elf!

1 9: 2 6;  Ps a.  1 7: 1 5;  1 J o h n 5: 1 1;  1 C or.  1 5: 5 1- 5 5).  
B otli  G o d  a n d  His  W or d  ar c  d es cri b e d  as  u e v crl ast-  
i n g " a n d  '' et er n al," i n di c a U n g t h at H e  h as  e xist e d  
f or e v er as  m u c h  i n t h e p ast  as  H e  will  e xist  f or e v er 
i n t h e f ut ur e ( Ps a. 9 0: 1, 2;  Is a. 4 0: 8;  5 7: 1 5;  1 Ti m.  
1: 1 7;  R e v.  2 1 : 6). T h e  Bi bl e  als o  pr e di cts  a n  et er n al  
a g e  o n  di e  e arili  w h er e  tli cr c will  b e  p erf e ct  j usti c e, 
b e a ut y,  a n d  p e a c e  f or e v er m or e ( 2 P et.  3: 1 3;  Mi c a h  
4: 3- 5;  Is a. 9: 7;  3 5: 1- 1 0).

B e y o n d  t h e v a nit y  of  e art hl y  gr e at n ess,  t h er e is 
m u c h  t o v al u e  f or a  l o n g li m e t o c o m e  as  t h e f oll o w
i n g p o e m  I h a v e  writt e n  e x pl ai ns:

b y  Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n,  
C ol u m bi a  St ati o n,  O H

l asti n g v al u e  s u c h as  t h e e art h  ( E c c L 1: 4)  a n d  ti m e 
( E c cl. 3: 1- 8).  A n d  alt h o u g h ii is h u e  t h at h o us es,  
vi n e y ar ds,  g ar d e ns,  a n d pri c el ess  tr e as ur es h a v e  
b e e n  l or n a p art, b ur n e d  d o w n,  d u g  u p,  a n d t a k e n 
a w a y,  di e  e art h  h as  n e v er  c e as e d  t o r e m ai n fill e d 
wit h  t h e m. As  f or t h e a ni m als,  o bj e cts,  a n d  ki n gs  of  
t h e p ast,  w e  at  l e ast h a v e  l asti n g m e m e nt os  w hi c h  
will  n e v er  f a d e fr o m h u m a n  mi n ds.  Billi ar d  b alls,  
s w or ds, b e ar  r u gs, a n d  b usts  ar e  li k e pi ct ur es:  l h e y 
pr o vi d e  i m m ort al i m a g es d e pi cti n g  gr e at n ess  i n 
p ast  er as.

L asti n g  gr e at n ess is als o s e e n i n t h e bi bli c al  
c o n c e pt  of  G o d  a n d  ti m e. Di vi n el y  i ns pir e d writ ers  
of  s a cr e d S cri pt ur e  h a v e  r e c or d e d t h e p er m a n e n c y  
of  tli e e art h,  lif e aft er  d e at h  at r es urr e cti o n ti m e, 
G o d's  et er n al n at ur e,  a n d t h e e v erl asti n g a g e l o 
c o m e. S ol o m o n's  f at h er, D a vi d,  d e cl ar e d,  it w as  
G o d  " w h o  l ai d t h e f o u n d ati o ns of  t h e e art h,  t h at it 
s h o ul d n ot  b e  r e m o v e d f or c v cr, ^ ( Ps a. 1 0 4: 5).  I n 
G e n esis  8: 2 2,  G o d  pr o mis e d  t o N o a h  aft er  t h e gr e at  
fl o o d di al  t h e s e as o ns "s h all n ot  c e as e. "

T hr o u g h o ut  t h e Bi bl e,  i m m ort alit y is pr o mis e d  
t o t h os e w h o  ar c f aitlif ul l o G o d,  gi vi n g  b eli e v ers  

h o p e t h at h as  
b e e n k e pt  ali v e  
fr o m o n e  g e n er a 
ti o n t o t h e n e xt  
( 1 P et.  1: 3, 4;  J o b

zli es,  a n d  r e n o w n e d m e n  li k e C a es ar  si n c e  t h e y h a v e  
al!  c o m e  a n d  g o n e.

T h e  w or ds  of  b otli  tli e p o et  a n d t h e ki n g  ar e  
e vi d e n c e  di al  t h e y ar e  m er el y  l o o ki n g at  o n e  si d e of  
t h e pr o v er bi al c oi n. A n d  w h at  d o t h e y s e c ? 
S ol o m o n's  k e e n  o bs er v ati o n  is t h at e ar  Lill y  pl e as ur e  
li k e h o us es,  vi n e y ar ds,  g ar d e ns,  a n d  pri c el ess  tr e as
ur es  f all s h ort  of  pr o vi di n g  l asti n g h a p pi n ess  i n t his 
t e m p or ar y lif e( E c cl. 2: 1- 1 1),  Li k e wis e, G uit e n n ai Vs  
vi e w is t h at t us ks b e c o m e bill ar d b alls, gr e at  
C h arl e m a g n e's  s w or d h as  t ur n e d t o r ust, t h e f er o
ci o us  gri z zl y  b e ar  is n o w  a  r u g, a n d  n o Uii n g  is l eft of  
mi g ht y  C a es ar  b ut  his  b ust  o n  a  s h elf.

S o  m u c h  f or gr e at n ess  w h e n  all it pr o d u c es  is 
e nt ert ai n m e nt  f or h u m a n  f oll y, a  r ust y or n a m e nt  o n  
a  w all,  a n  o bj e ct  t o b e  Lr o d d c n  u n d er  h u m a n  f e et, a n d  
a  c o n v ers ati o n  pi e c e  t h at g at h ers  d ust  o n  a  s h elf—  
n ot  t o m e nti o n  t h e f a ct t h at w h e n  y o u  di e,  " Y o u  
c a n't l a k e it wit h  y o u! "  Writi n g  of  tli es e t hi n gs, 
G uit e n n a n  a d ds,  " A n d  I d o n't  f e el s o  w ell  m ys elf! "

B ut  l est w c  s o u n d t o o p essi misti c,  t h er e is < ui-  
ot h er  si d e  of  t h e c oi n.  T h e  s a m e  S ol o m o n  w h o  s ai d, 
l,All  is v a nit y, "  als o s p o k e of  s o m e t hi n gs wit h

T h e  e art h  wit h  o bj e cts  ri c h a n d  r ar e  
A n d  l a n d a n d  s e a, ar e  al w a ys  t h er e. 
Et er n al  lif e b e y o n d  t h es e t e ars 
Will  l ast a n d  l ast f or y e ars  a n d  y e ars.  
T h e  F at h er  of  t h e w orl d  a n d  s k y, 
W as  n e v er  b or n  a n d  will  n ot  di e.
S o  ti m e s ur vi v es t h e w o u n d- u p  cl o c k  
P ast  c o nst a nt  c h a n g e,  a n d  e a c h  ti c k-t o c k.

H E  P R E C E DI N G  P O E M  b y  Art h ur  
G uit e n n a n  i n 1 9 3 0,  u O n  t h e V a nit y  of  
E art hl y  Gr e at n ess, n b e ars si mil ar  
t h o u g ht t o Ki n g  S ol o m o n's  w or ds  i n 

E c cl esi ast es  writt e n  t hr e e t h o us a n d y e ars  a g o. As  
t h e ri c h a n d f a m o us S ol o m o n  r efl e ct e d u p o n  his  
wis d o m,  w e alt h,  a n d wi v es,  h e ir o ni c all y c o n
cl u d e d,  " V a nit y  of  v a niti es,  s ai d t h e Pr e a c h er,  v a n 
it y of  v a niti es;  all  is v a nit y "  ( E c cl. 1 : 2). G uit er m a n's  
r ef er e n c e t o v a nit y  e c h o es t h e f utilit y of  e art hl y  
gr e at n ess  r e pr es e nt e d b y  m ast o d o ns,  s w or ds, gri z-



Isr a el a n d  t h e C h ur c h-
T w o  S e p ar at e  Gr o u ps

b y  H ollis  P artl o w e

y
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W e  n e v er  r e a d of  t his w or k  i n t h e Ol d  T csi a-  
m e nt.  T h e  b a ptis m  of  t h e S pirit  is a N e w  T est a 
m e nt  t e a c hi n g. G o d  t a k es b ot h  b eli e vi n g  J e ws 
a n d  G e ntil es  a n d u nit es  t h e m i nt o o n e  b o d y  of  
w hi c h  C hrist  is t h e h e a d  ( C ol. 1: 1 8).  T his  is a  
br a n d  n e w  f a mil y i n w hi c h:

H E  HI S T O RI C  P O SI TI O N  of  di e  
C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  山 e A br a h a mi c  
F ailliis  di al  Isr a el a n d  t h e c h ur c h  ar e  
t w o s e p ar at e e ntiti es.  It is w ell  t h at 

o ur  f o u n di n g f atli crs t o o k t his p ositi o n  i n o p p osi 
ti o n t o m ost  oili er  c o n diti o n alist  gr o u ps,  b e c a us e  
it is b as e d  s q u ar el y  o n  t h e S cri pt ur es.

O ur  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  St al c m e nt  of  F ailli  i n 
p art  r e a ds as  f oll o ws:

*' G.  T h e  Oi ur c h  of  G o d:  W c  b eli e v e  t h at t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  is di e  S cri pt ur al  n a m e  f or t h at 
b o d y  of  p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c all e d  o ut  fr oi n 
a m o n g  all  n ati o ns  t hr o u g h o b e di e n c e  t o t h e g os 
p el  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n. C hrist  is tli e H e a d  of  t h e 
c h ur c h;  a n d  t h e n at ur e,  w or k,  a n d  g o v e ni m e nt  of  
t h e c h ur c h  ar c  s et f ortli i n di e  N e w  T est a m e nt.,,

*'I.  Isr a el: W e  b eli e v e  t h at 'Isr a el' is t h e n a m e  
of  t h e lit er al d es c e n d a nts  of  A br ali a m  tlir o u g h 
J a c o b. As  G o d's  c h os e n  n ati o n,  Isr a el w as  gi v e n  
t h e l a n d of  P al esti n e,  b ut  b e c a us e  of  dis o b e di 
e n c e  山 e y  w er e  s c att er e d  tlir o u g h o ut t h e w orl d.  I n 
a c c or d a n c e  wit h  G o d's  c o v e n a nt  wit h  t h e m, t h e y 
will  b e  r est or e d l o P al esti n e  as t h e h e a d  of  t h e 
n ati o ns  i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d. "

M ost  of  o ur  l o c al c h ur c h es  h a v e  a c c e pt e d  t h e 
C o nl er e n c e  St at e m e nl  of  F ailli  as  a  p art  of  t h eir 
c o nstit uti o ns  a n d  ri g hil y s o. W e  h a v e  a gr e e d  o n  
t h e t hi n gs " c o m m o nl y  b eli e v e d  a m o n g  us. "  O ur  
m ott o  is, * * D oi n g  t o g et h er w h at  w e  c a n n ot  d o  
al o n e. "

W h e n  t h e Bi bl e  writ ers  us e  t h e w or d  "Isr a el, " 
t h e y r ef er t o t h e p h ysi c al  d es c e n d a nts  of  A br a 
h a m  t hr o u g h his  gr a n ds o n  J a c o b, w h os e  n a m e  
w as  c h a n g e d  t o Isr a el. T h e  c h ur c h  is a  diff er e nt  
gr o u p.  Isr a el b e g a n  wit h  A br a h a m.  T h e  c h ur c h

* lF or  b y  o n e  S pirit  w e  w er e  all  b a pti z e d  i nt o 
o n e  b o d y,  w h et h er  J e ws or  Gr e e ks  [ G e ntil es], 
w h et h er  sl a v es  or  fr e e, a n d  w c  w er e  all  m a d e  t o 
dri n k  of  o n e  S pirit' 1 ( 1 C or.  1 2: 1 3,  N A S B).

'' T h er e is n eit h er  J e w n or  Gr e e k,  t h er e is n ei 
t h er b o n d  n or  fr e e, t h er e is n eit h er  m al e  n or  
f e m al e: f or y e  ar e  all  o n e  i n C hrist  J es us " ( G al. 
3: 2 8;  cf.  C ol.  3: 1 1).

b e g a n  at  P e nt e c ost.  E v e n  fr o m a  c as u al  r e a di n g of  
t h e Bi bl e,  it s h o ul d  b e  o b vi o us  t h at a  n e w  er a  w as  
l a u n c h e d i n A cts  2.  Isr a el w as  b ei n g  s et asi d e  
t e m p or aril y a n d  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w o ul d  b e  
p ost p o n e d  till di e  e n d  of  t h e ti m es of  山 c  G e ntil es  
( L u k e 2 1: 2 4).  I n t h e m e a nti m e,  t h er e w o ul d  b e  a  
s pirit-  dir e ct e d  t esti m o n y of  C hrist cr u cifi e d,  ris e n, 
a n d  c o mi n g  a g ai n  t o all  p e o pl es  of  e art h  ( A cts 1 
M att.  2 8: 1 9, 2 0).  All  w h o  c o m e  t o C hrist  c a n  
b e c o m e  a p art  of  t h e c h ur c h  ( e k kl esi a), a br a n d  
n e w  e ntit y  m a d e  u p  of  J e ws a n d  G e ntil es.

T h er e  is n o  diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  t h e t w o i n t his 
dis p e ns ati o n  ( R o m. 1 0: 1 2, 1 3).

T his  r e v el ati o n is a  " m yst er y,  w hi c h  w as  k e pt  
s e cr et  si n c e  t h e w orl d  b e g a n "  ( R o m. 1 6: 2 5 b).  T h e  
c h ur c h  is n ot  i n vi e w  i n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt.  It 
a s e cr et hi d d e n  t h e n a n d n ot  r e v e al e d u ntil  t h e - 
ti m e of  t h e a p ostl es.  P a ul  s p e a ks of  t h e dis p e ns a-



C hri sti a nit y  i s n ot  a

n e w  p at c h  o n  a n  ol d  g ar m e nt,  b ut  a

br a n d  n e w  g ar m e nt.

n a m e w as
T h e  S a b b at h

T h e  S e e d  of  A br a h a m

S ai nt s
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S u n d a y  i n c o m m c m or ali o n of  C hrist's  

r es urr e cti o n t o i m m ort alit y. T h e  S a b b at h  

k e e p er's  bi g g est  st u m bli n gst o n c is mi x 

i n g C hristi a nit y  wit h  J u d ais m, tr yi n g t o

gr a n ds o n  J a c o b— w h os e  

c h a n g e d  t o Isr a el.

Isr a el i n
Ol d  T est a m e nt

G o d's  el e ct
G o d's  c o v e n a nt

p e o pl e
Ki n gs  a n d  pri ests

— E x.  1 9: 6
G o d's  wif e — Is a.

5 4: 5;  J er. 3 1: 3 2
P ass o v er  i nstit ut e d

— E x.  1 2
G o d's  first b or n

— E x.  4: 2 2,  2 3

m a k e  t h e c h ur c h  Isr a el a n d  j ustif y S a b 

b at h  k e e pi n g.  C hristi a nit y  is n ot  J u d a 

is m.

T h e  pr o mis es  of  Isr a el ar c  a  m ail er  of  

n ati o n al  p ositi o n  a n d c o ul d n ot  b e  f ul-

T h e  T hr e e  Gr o u ps  of  M a n ki n d

All  of  m a n ki n d  is di vi d e d  i nt o t hr e e 

gr o u ps — t h e J e ws, lii c G ci uil cs.  a n d  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 3 2).  G o d  h as  a  

pr o gr a m  f or e a c h.  I n st u d yi n g t h e Bi bl e,

ti o n or  a d mi nistr ati o n of  G o d's  gr a c e,  

“ t h e m yst er y  of  C hrist, "  t h e c h ur c h  ( E p h. 

3: 2- 4).

" W hi c h i n ot h er  a g es  w as  n ot  m a d e  
k n o w n  t o t h e s o ns of  m e n,  as  it is n o w  
r e v e al e d u nt o  his h ol y  a p ostl es a n d 
pr o p h ets  b y  t h e S pirit;  t h at t h e G e ntil es  
s h o ul d b e  f ell o w h cirs, a n d  of  t h e s a m e  
b o d y,  a n d p art a k ers  of  his  pr o mis e  i n 
C hrist  b y  t h e g os p el: w h er e of  I w as  
m a d e a mi nist cr. ... T h at  I s h o ul d  pr e a c h  
a m o n g t h e G e ntil es  t h e u ns e ar c h a bl e  
ri c h es of  C hrist;  a n d  t o m a k e  all  m e n  s e e  
w h at  is t h e f ell o ws hi p [ dis p e ns ati o n or  
a d mi nistr ati o n]  of  t h e m yst er y,  w hi c h  
fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e w orl d  h at h  
b e e n  hi d  i n G o d "  ( E p h. 3: 5- 9).

C h ur c h  i n
N e w  T est a m e nt

G o d's  el e ct
G o d's  c o v e n a nt  

p e o pl e
R o y al  pri estli o o d  

— 1 P ct.  2: 9
C hri st' s  bri d e

— 2  C or.  1 1: 2
Clirist,  o ur  p ass o v er  

— 1 C or.  5: 7
J es us, G o d's  o nl y  

b c g ott e n-J oli n  
3: 1 6

S ai nts

G o d  is t h e "I A M "  i n t h e Ol d  T est a 

m e nt  ( E x. 3: 1 4).  C hrist  is t h e U I a m ” i n 
l h e N e w  T csi a m c nt  (J o h n 1 4: 6; 1 1: 2 5,  

et c.).  N o n e  of  us  w o ul d  s u g g est  t h at t h e y 
ar e  t h e s a m e or  e v e n  e q u al.  J o h n 

t h e B a ptist  is c all e d Elij a h  b e 

c a us e h e  c a m e i n t h e s pirit a n d  

p o w er  of  Elij a h,  b ut  n o n e  of  us 

w o ul d  s u g g est t h at t h e y ar e t h e 

s a m e p ers o n  ( M ar k 9: 1 1- 1 3).  Isr a el a n d  

t h e c h ur c h  ar c  j ust as s e p ar at e a n d dis 
ti n ct as Elij a h  a n d  J o h n t h e B a ptist,  al 

t h o u g h lli e y h a v e  m a n y  si mil ariti es a n d  

t h e s a m e p hr as e ol o g y  is us e d  of  b ot h.

If w e  ar e  Isr a el, s h o ul d  w e  n ot  k e e p  由  c  

S a b b at h ?  T h e  c h ur c h is n ot  Isr a el b ut  a  
n e w  f a mil y. J es us i n di c at e d t h at H e  di d  

n ot  c o m e  t o p at c h  u p  J u d ais m a n d  m a k e  
it w or k  i n t h e c h ur c h  a g e  b y  His  ill ustr a

ti o n of  a n e w  p at c h  o n  a n ol d  g a n n e nt  
( M ar k 2: 2 1- 2 8).  C hristi a nit y  is n ot  a n e w  
p at c h  o n  a n  ol d  g a n n e nt,  b ut  a  br a n d  n e w  
g ar m e nt.

T h e  S a b b at h  is S at ur d a y.  It n e v er  w as  
S u n d a y  a n d  n o  o n e  h as  e v er  c h a n g e d  it. 
T h e  S a b b at h  w as  a  "si g n " b et w e e n  G o d  

a n d  Isr a el, w hil e  C hristi a ns  w ors hi p  o n

fill e d i n t h e c h ur c h  w hi c h  is c all e d  o ut of  

all  n ati o ns  w h er e  s al v ati o n is o n  ail  i n di

vi d u al  b asis.  W h e n  t h e Bi bl e  writ ers  us e  

t h e w or d  “ Isr a el, " t h e y r ef er t o t h e p h ysi 
c al  d es c e n d a nts  of  A br a h a m  t hr o u g h his

A br a h a m  w as  n ot  a J e w. H e  w as  a  

C h al d e a n  ( G e n. 1 1: 3 1).  G o d  c all e d  hi m  
o ut of h c ai h c ms m  a n d  i d ol atr y a n d  st art e d  

His  w orl d wi d e  pl a n  of  e v a n g elis m  ( 1 2: 1- 

3). His  p h ysi c al d es c e n d a nts  t hr o u g h 
J a c o b  b e c a m e  k n o w n  as  Isr a el. A br a h a m  

h as  ot h er  d es c e n d a nts:  t h c Ar a bs t hr o u g h 
Is h m a el; C hrist  Llir o u g h  M ar y;  t h e c h ur c h 

t hr o u g h C hrist  ( G al. 3: 1 6,  2 9).

“ T h e  p e o pl e  of  Isr a el w er e  c h os e n  of  

G o d  t o b e  his  p e o pl e.  T h e  c h ur c h, t h e 

c all c d- o ul  o n es,  w er e  c h os e n  i n J es us t o 

b e  s ai nts,  t h e ' b o d y * o v er  w hi c h  J es us is 

t h e h e a d,  t h e bri d e. ... A n y  Isr a elit e w h o  
a c c e pts  J es us  i n t his a g e  will  b e c o m e  o n e  

wit h  t h e G e ntil es  i n t h e ' b o d y.'

T h e  S a b b at h  w as  gi v e n  t o Isr a el t o 

c o m m e m or at e h er d eli v er a n c e  fr o m 

E g y pti a n  b o n d a g e  ( D e ut. 5: 1 5),  b ut  it 

d o es  n ot  a p pl y  t o us.

" W h er ef or e  l h e c hil dr e n oflsr a cl  s h all 
k e e p  t h e s a b b ai h,  t o o bs er v e  t h e s a b b at h 
t hr o u g h o ut t h eir g e n er ati o ns,  f or a  p er 
p et u al  c o v e n a nt.  It is a  si g n  b et w e e n  m e  
a n d  l h e c hil dr e n  oflsr a cl  f or e v er "  ( E x. 
3 1: 1 6, 1 7).

A g ai n  i n C ol ossi a ns,  P a ul  f o c us es o n  

C hrist's  b o d y, t h e c h ur c h, “ E v e n  t h e 
m yst er y  w hi c h  h at h  b e e n  hi d  fr o m a g es  

a n d  fr o m g e n cr ali o ns,  b ut  n o w  is m a d e  

m a nif est  t o his  s ai nts,, ( 1: 2 6). T h e  c h ur c h  

a g e  is a  p ar e nili cti c al  p eri o d  b et w e e n  t h e 

t w o a d v e nts  of  C hrist,  h ar dl y  n oti c e d  b y  

Ol d  T est a m e nt  writ ers.
T h e  w or d  " m yst er y ”  i n t h e N e w  T es 

t a m e nt m e a ns  a n e w  r e v el ati o n, s o m e 

t hi n g n ot  r e v e al e d i n f o n n er a g es. T h e  

af or e m e nti o n e d  p ass a g es  s h o w di al  P a ul 

w e nt  t o gr e at  l e n gt hs i o r e v e al t h at t h e 

c h ur c h 一 J e w a n d G e ntil e  b a pti z e d  i nt o 

o n e  b o d y ―  i d n ot  e xist  i n L h e OI d  T est a 

m e nt  b ut  is a  N e w  T est a m e nt  e ntit y,  t h e 

b o d y  of  C hrist,  (li e bri d e  of  C hrist,  w hil e  

Isr a el is G o d's  wif e  (J er. 3 1: 3 2;  Is a. 5 4: 5).  
Its e e ms e vi d e nt  t h at Isr a el a n d  tli e c h ur c h 

ar e t w o s e p ar at e gr o u ps.  At  t h e s a m e  
ti m e, b ot h  ar e G o d's  p e o pl e  a n d o n e  

w o ul d  e x p e ct  t h e s a m e or  si mil ar  t er mi

n ol o g y  t o b e  us e d  of  b ot h.

At His  first c oi ni n g,  J es us  di dift c oi n e  

t o t h e c h ur c h.  Tli cr e  w as  n o  c h ur c h  t h e n. 

H e  c a m e  l o His  o w n  a n d  His  o w n  (Isr a el) 
r e c ei v e d Hi m  n ot  (J o h n 1: 1 1).  Aft er  di al  

G o d  t ur n e d t o t h e n ati o ns  t o t a k e o ut  fr o m 
a m o n g t h e m a p e o pl e f or His  
n a m e — t h e c h ur c h ( A cts 1 5: 1 4).  

J es us  s ai d,  “ I will  b uil d  m y  c h ur c h ”  

( M all. 1 6: 1 8).  J es us s p o k e of  t h e 

c h ur c h  as  b ei n g  t h e n f ut ur e.
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w c  h a v e  t o d et e n ni n e  w hi c h  gr o u p  is i n 
vi e w  i n a n y  gi v e n  p ass a g e.  T h e n,  t o o, w e  
m ust  d et er mi n e  w h ois  s p e a ki n g,  t o w h o m  
h e  is s p e a ki n g,  et c.

- ■

et er nit y  p ast,  G o d  di d  n ot  p ut  t h at p art  of  
His  pl a n  i nt o eff e ct  u ntil  t e n d a ys  aft er  
His  S o n  as c e n d e d  fr o m e art h  t o H e a v e n.' *

T h e  " G e ntil es w o ul d  b e  a c c e pt e d b y  
G o d  witli o ut  tli eir b e c o mi n g  J e ws first. 
... T his  gr o u p  ( di e c h ur c h)  b e c a m e  s e p a
r at e fr o m Isr a el a n d  G e ntil es  ali k e  ( 1 C or.  
1 0: 3 2).  N ot  a n e w  Isr a el b ut  a N E W  
F A MI L Y  w as  w h at  G o d  h a d pr o p h e-  
si e d.' p( D).

" T h er e is n o  r e as o n f or C hristi a ns  t o 
b e  j e al o us of  Isr a cfs pri vil e g es,  f or w e  
h a v e  b e e n  gi v e n  a n e v e n gr e at er  h o p e  
t h a n t h e y— t o b e  m a d e  i n u n ort al, p art a k 
ers  of  t h e di vi n e  n at ur e  ( 2 P et.  1 : 4), w h e n  
C hrist  r et ur ns.... G o d  is still c alli n g  o ut  
fr o m b elli  Isr a el a n d  t h e G e nii  l es1  a  p e o pl e  
f or His  n a m e'  "  ( A cts 1 5: 1 4), 7

T h e  c h ur c h is n ot  Isr a el a n d t h e 
c h ur c h's pr o gr a m  s h o ul d n ot b e  c o n 
f us e d wit h  Isr a e Ps. T o  c all l h e c h ur c h  
"s pirit u al Isr a el " or  "t h e n e w  Isr a el " is 
b as e d o n  s pirit u ali zi n g S cri pt ur e.  T o  
i g n or e or  d e n y  t h at t h e c h ur c h  ( e k kl esi a) 
a n d  Isr a el ar c t w o disti n ci  gr o u ps  wit h  
t w o s e p ar at e  pr o gr a ms  is a  m aj or  bl u n d er

R n

T w o  Vi e ws  t o A v oi d

A mill c n ni alis m:  T his  vi e w  s e cs l h e 
pr o p h e ci es  of  Isr a el's f ut ur e a n d t h e 
mill e n ni u m  f ulfill e d i n di e  c h ur c h  t o d a y. 
O b vi o usl y,  t his c o n cl usi o n  is r e a c h e d b y  
s pirit u ali zi n g S cri pt ur e  w hi c h  c o nsis 
t e ntl y lit er al e x p osit ors  a v oi d.

C o v e n a nt  T h e ol o g y:  C o v e n a nt  T h e 
ol o g y  att e m pts t o d e v el o p  l h e Bi bl e's  
p hil os o p h y  of  hist or y  o n  l h e b asis  of  
c o v e n a nts.  T h e y  s e e t h e t ot al hist or y  of  
m a n ki n d  c o v er e d b y l h e c o v e n a nts.  
C o v e n a nt  T h e ol o gi a ns  dis a gr e e  a m o n g  
t h e ms el v es c o n c er ni n g t h e n u m b er  of  
tli cs e c o v e n a nts.  S o m e  s a y  t h er e ar e  t w o: 
t h e c o v e n a nt  of  w or ks  a n d t h e c o v e n a nt  
of  gr a c e.  Ot h ers  s a y tli cr e ar e  t hr e e: di e  
c o v e n a nt  of  r e d e m pti o n, di e  c o v e n a nt  of  
w or ks,  a n d  t h e c o v e n a nt  of  gr a c e.  T h os e  
w h o  pr o p os e  o nl y  t w o c o v e n a nts  c o m 
bi n e  t h e c o v e n a nt  of  r e d e m pti o n a n d  di e  
c o v e n a nt  of  gr a c e. 2

T o  m a k e  a  l o n g st or y s h ort, C o v e n a nt  
T h e ol o gi a ns  s e e t h e c h ur c h i n t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  a n d  l h e N e w  T est a m e nt  as a  
f urt h er d e v el o p m e nt  of  it. T h e y  m a k e  n o  
disti n cti o n  b et w e e n  Isr a el a n d  t h e c h ur c h  
a n d  ar c  a nti dis p e ns ati o n a L  T h e y  j ust bl ur  
t h e t w o i nt o o n e  pr o gr a m,  w hi c h  c a n  b e  
r e all y c o nf usi n g.

S e ei n g  Isr a el a n d t h e c h ur c h  as t w o 
s e p ar at e gr o u ps  wit h  t w o s e p ar at e pr o 
gr a ms is b as e d  o n  c o nsist e ntl y lit er al 
i nt er pr et ati o n. Lit er al  i nt er pr et ati o n 
m e a ns  t o c x pl ai n Hi e  ori gi n al  s e ns e  of  l h e 
Bi bl e  a c c or di n g  t o t h e n o n n al  a n d  c us
t o m ar y us a g es  of  its l a n g u a g e. Tliis  i n
cl u d es p ar a bl es, m et a p h ors,  si mil es,  
t a u nts, h y p er b oli es,  p o eti c  d es cri pti o ns,  
et c.  W h e n  Is ai a h r ef ers t oIsr a el as S o d o m 
a n d  G o m orr a h,  h e  is s a yi n g t h at Isr a el's 
c h ar a ct er  is li k e t h os e wi c k e d  citi es.  (Is a. 
1: J O- 1 5.) W e  d o n't  mis u n d erst a n d  t h e 
m e a ni n g.  I n pl a c e  of  s a yi n g  'lit er al i nt er
pr et ati o n, n  p er h a ps  w e  s h o ul d j ust s a y 
n or m al  i nt c qjr et ati o n.

" R es p e ct t h e T e xt:  Il is i m p ort a nt t o 
r es p e ct t h e Bi bl e's  e v er y w or d.  O n e  of  
l h e m ost  dist ur bi n g  e x a m pl es  of  disr e 
g ar d  f or t h e w or ds  of  t h e Bi bl e  is s e e n i n

' B u m ett, Fr a n cis,  t hir d i n a  t hr e e- p art s eri es, 
,' T h e Isr a el of  G o d, "  Ti ns  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 
A pril- M a yj u n c-J ul y,  A u g ust- S c pt ci n b cr,  1 9 9 0.

2 S h o w crs,  R c n al d,  T h er e  R e all y  Is a  
Diff er e n c e  ( p. 8),  T h e  Fri e n ds  of  Isr a el, P.  O.  
B o x  9 0 8,  B el b n a wr,  NJ  0 8 0 3 1.

X Z o d cr,  M a x w ell,  T h e  Fi n al  C h a pt er  ( p. 2 4 3),  
T y n d al e  H o us e  P u b.,  W h e at o n,  Illi n ois.

' S h o w ers, p p.  3 1- 3 2.
5 I bi d., p p.  1 6 9- 1 7 0.
6 ( A) R a n ki n,  D arr ell,  D el b ert,  R uss ell,  S eri es  

i n T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d : " M er c y  o n  W h o m  
I Will  H a v e  M er c y "  ( A L o o k  at  R o m a ns  9- 1 1),  
A pril- M a y,  1 9 9 1.

( B) * * P c a c e  a n d  M er c y "  ( A T e xt u al  St u d y  of  
G al ati a ns),  A u g ust- S e pt e m b er,  1 9 9 1.

( C) "' P e a c e i n U nit y "  ( A T e xt u al  St u d y  of  
E p h esi a ns),  A pril- M a y,  1 9 9 2.

( D) * * T h e  P et er  Pri n ci pl e "  ( P et er's C o n c c pl
of  t h e F a mil y  of G o d — A n  E x p ositi o n  of  1 P et er  
2: 9, 1 0),  J u n e-J ul y, 1 9 9 2.  " U N

W a c ht el,  Willi a m,  “ Z e c h ari a h's  Visi o n  of ?/  

Isr a el at  t h e E n d  of  t h e A g e, "  T h e  R E Si m m o N  
H e r a l d , F e br u ar y- M ar c h,  1 9 9 2.

t h e p o p ul ar  n oti o n  tli at 'Isr a el * a n d  't h e 
c h ur c h * ar c s y n o n y m o us t er ms. T o  as 
s u m e t h at t h e Ol d  T est ai n c ni  m e a ns  Hi e  
c h ur c h  w h e n  it s p e a ks of  Isr a el, or  t h at 
l h e c h ur c h is Isr a el u n d er  a diff er e nt  
n a m e  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  is t o bri n g  
c o nf usi o n  t o Bi bl e  st u d y. "

" W at c h  t h e c o nt e xt:  A n ot h er  pri n ci pl e  
of  Bi bl e  st u d y, oft e n  n e gl e ct e d,  is t h e 
n e c essit y  f or o bs er vi n g  t h e c o nt e xt i n 
w hi c h  a  v ers e  a p p e ars.  Mil es  C o v cr d al e,  
w h o  pr e p ar e d  a  tr a nsl ati o n of  t h e Bi bl e  i n 
1 5 3 6,  s ai d, 'll s h all gr e atl y  h el p  y e  l o 
u n d erst a n d  S cri pt ur e  if t h o u m ar k  n ot  
o nl y  w h at  is s p o k e n or  writt e n,  b ut  of  
w h o m,  a n d  l o w h o m,  wit h  w h at  w or ds,  at  
w h at  ti m e, w h er e,  t o w h at  i nt e nt, wit h  
w h at  cir c u mst a n c es, c o nsi d eri n g w h at  
g o ct h  b ef or e  a n d  w h at  f oll o w ei h.',， 3

I n c o m p ari n g  C o v e n a nt T h e ol o g y  wit h  
Dis p c ns ati o n al  Tli e ol o g y,  S h o w ers  wr ot e:  
" First, t h e diff er e nt dis p e ns ati o ns ar e  
diff er e nt  w a ys  of  G o d's  a d mi nist eri n g  
His  r ul e o v er  l h e w orl d.  T h e y  ar e n ot  
diff er e nt  w a ys  of  s al v ati o n. T hr o u g h o ut  
hist or y  G o d  h as  e m pl o y e d s e v er al dis
p e ns ati o ns  b ut  o nl y  o n e  w a y  of  s al v ati o n. 
S al v ati o n  h as  al w a ys  b e e n  b y  t h e gr a c e  of  
G o d  t hr o u g h f ait h i n t h e W or d  of  G o d,  
a n d  G o d  h as  b as e d  s al v ati o n  o n  l h e w or k  
of  J es us C hrist.

'' S e c o n d, a  dis p e ns ati o n  is n ot  a n  a g e  
of  hist or y,  e v e n t h o u g h a dis p e ns ati o n  
m a y  c o v er  tli e s a m e p eri o d  as  a n  a g e.  A  
dis p e ns ati o n  is a  p arti c ul ar  w a y  of  G o d's 
a d mi nist eri n g His  r ul e, b ut  a n a g e is a  
p arti c ul ar  p eri o d  of  ti m e.

" T hir d, a  dis p e ns ati o n  m a y  i n v ol v e a  
p arti c ul ar  w a y  of  G o d's  a d mi nist eri n g  
His  r ul e o v er  all m a n ki n d,  or  o v er  o nl y  
o n e  s e g m e nt of  m a n ki n d.  F or  e x a m pl e,  
t h e Dis p e ns ati o n  of  H u m a n  G o v er n m e nt  
w as  o v er  all  of  m a n ki n d,  b ut  t h e Dis p e n 
s ati o n of  l h e M os ai c  L a w  w as  o v er  o nl y  
di e  n ati o n  of  Isr a el. "4

"I n  c o ntr ast  wit h  t h e C o v e n a nt  T h e ol 
o g y  vi e w,  Dis p c ns ati o n al  T h e ol o g y  d e 
cl ar es  t h at l h e c h ur c h  di d  n ot  b e gi n  u nlil  
t h e D a y  of  P e nt e c ost  of  A cts  2.  T h us  t h e 
c h ur c h di d  n ot  e xist i n Ol d  T est a m e nt  
ti m es. R a d e m a c h er  wr ot e  t h at * t h e c h ur c h  
di d  n ot  c o m e i nt o f u n cti o n al e xist e n c e  
u nlil  l h e d a y  of  P e nt e c ost. 5 Alt h o u g h  t h e 
c h ur c h w as  a n ess e nti al p art  of  G o d's  
pl a n  f or hist or y  w hi c h  H e  d et e n ni n e d  i n
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c

S hi p wr e c k
b y  N a n c y  R a n ki n
L a d or a,  1 A

S cri pt ur e  c o m pl et el y t o dis a gr e e  t h at 
His  r et ur n is o ur  " bl ess e d h o p e "  ( Tit us 
2: 1 3).

I s u g g est f o ur r e as o ns f or e m p h asi z 
i n g t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g  as a  b e gi n ni n g  
pl a c e  of  st u d y:

1.  T h at  is w h er e  J es us st art e d. H e  
c o nti n u all y  s p o k e of  t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d,  t h e ti m e w h e n  H e  w o ul d  
p ut  all a ut h orit y  a n d p o w er  u n d er  His  
f e et.

2.  P e o pl e  ar e i nt er est e d i n t h eir f u-

H RI S T  W A S  A B L E  t o c h a n g e  a n d  still c h a n g es  
t h e li v es of  dis ci pl es.  T h e  L or d  c o n v ert e d a n d  
Ir a nsf o n n e d P a ul  a n d  w or k e d  i n P a ul's  lif e v er y  
st e p of  t h e w a y.  It w as  t hr o u g h P a ul's  pr o cl a m a

ti o n, " C hrist  li v et h i n m e "  ( G ai. 2: 2 0),  t h at c a us e d  P a ul  t o b e  
s u c h a  str o n g l e a d er i n t h e e arl y  c h ur c h.

P a u  1 w e nt  o n  m a n y  tri ps t h at i n v ol v e d tr a ns p ort ati o n b y  s hi p. 
H e  m e nti o ns  i n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  1 1: 2 5  t h at h e  s uff er e d  s hi p wr e c k  
t hr e e ti m es. H e  k n e w  di e  p h ysi c al  s uff eri n gs t h at w e nt  wit h  
s u c h tr a gi c e x p eri e n c es.  O n e  h arr o wi n g  e x p eri e n c e  of  s hi p
wr e c k  i n v ol vi n g 2 7 6  s o uls is r e c or d e d i n A cts  2 7.

P a u  1 a d m o nis h es  Ti m ot h y:  " T his  c h ar g e  I c o m mit  u nt o  t h e e, 
s o n Ti m otli y,  a c c or di n g  i o t h e pr o p h e ci es  w hi c h  w e nt  b ef or e  o n  
l h e c, tli at t h o u b y  t h e m i ni g ht est w ar  a  g o o d  w arf ar e;  h ol di n g  
f ait h, a n d a g o o d  c o ns ci e n c e; w hi c h  s o m e h a vi n g  p ut  a w a y  
C o n c er ni n g  f ait h h a v e  m a d e  a  s hi p wr e c k: of  w h o m  is H y m e-  
n a e us  a n d  Al e x a n d er;  w h o m  I h a v e  d eli v er e d  u nt o  S at a n,  t h at 
t h e y m a y  l e ar n n ot  t o bl as p h e m e "  ( 1 Ti m.  1 :1 8- 2 0).  I n t his t e xt 
P a ul  is s a yi n g t h at t h er e ar e  t h os e w h o  h a v e  tr a gi c all y d o n e  
a w a y wit h  t h eir f ait h a n d g o o d  c o ns ci e n c e, t h us b e c o mi n g

t ur e. T h e y  w a nt  l o k n o w  w h at  is a h e a d  
f or t h e m. W h at  t h eir h o p e  is.

3.  T h e  l o n g er y o ur  st u d e nts a gr e e  
wit h  y o u,  t h e m or e  cr e di bilit y  y o u  will  
g ai n  as  a  Bi bl e  t e a c h er a n d  t h e m or e  t h e y 
will  tr ust y o u.

4.  R el ati o ns hi ps  ar e d e v el o p e d  
t hr o u g h f ell o ws hi pi n gi n t h e gr o u p.  Oft e n  
t h e y will  c o nti n u e  i n t h e st u d y b e c a us e  
t h e y w a nt  t o c o nti n u e t h e fri e n ds hi ps. 
T hr o u g h  t h e l o n g-t e n n i n v ol v e m e nt y o u  
ar e  a bl e  t o e x p os e  t h e m t o m aj or  Bi bl e  
tr ut hs.

"s hi p wr e c k e d. "  B y  b ei n g  s hi p wr e c k e d,  t h e y dr o w n  or  ar e  m a d e  
t o si n k s pirit u all y. H y m e n a e us  a n d Al e x a n d er  bl as p h e m e d.  
A n d  H y m e n a e us  als o  pr o m ot e d  a  f als e d o ctri n e,  s a yi n g  t h e r es
urr e cti o n  w as  alr e a d y  p ast.  T his  e v e n  c a us e d  t h e f ait h of  s o m e 
ot h ers  t o c a psi z e.  ( S e e 2  Ti m.  2: 1 5- 1 8.)

, 4B ut  t h e y t h at will  b e  ri c h f all i nt o t e m pt ati o n a n d  a  s n ar e,  
a n d  i nt o m a n y  f o olis h a n d  h urtf ul  l usts, w hi c h  dr o w n  m e n  i n d e 
str u cti o n  a n d  p er diti o n.  F or  t h e l o v e of  m o n e y  is t h e r o ot of  all  
e vil:  w hi c h  w hil e  s o m e  c o v et e d  aft er,  t h e y h a v e  err e d  fr o m t h e 
f ait h, a n d  pi er c e d  t h e ms el v es t hr o u g h wit h  m a n y  s orr o ws. B ut  
t h o u, O  m a n  of  G o d,  fl e e t h es e t hi n gs; a n d  f oll o w aft er  ri g h
t e o us n ess, g o dli n ess,  f ait h, l o v e, p ati e n c e,  m e e k n ess.  Fi g ht  t h e 
g o o d  fi g ht of  f ait h, l a y h ol d  o n  et er n al  lif e, w h er e u nt o  t h o u art  
als o  c all e d,  a n d  h ast  pr of ess e d  a  g o o d  pr of essi o n  b ef or e  m a n y  
wit n ess es "  ( 1 Ti m.  6: 9- 1 2).

W h al  ar e o ur  pri oriti es  i n lif e ? D o  w e  si n k i nt o w orl dl y  
t hi n gs or  d o  w e  s e e k t h at w hi c h  l e a ds us  t o et er n al  lif e ? Ar e  w e  
* *  fi g hti n g t h e g o o d  fi g ht of  f ait h " ? H o w  i m p ort a nt it is l o ri g htl y 
u n d erst a n d  a n d  a p pl y  t h e W or d  of  Tr ut h!

—  e ar c h  Li g ht  N e wsl ett er,  I o w a St at e  C o nl er c n c e.

S h o w  b y  y o ur  e x a m pl e  t h at y o u  l o v e 
G o d  a n d  ar e  s eri o us a b o ut  His  W or d.  B e  
a  tr u e s er v a nt  t o t h e p e o pl e  G o d  h as  s e nt.  
S h o w  t h e m l o v e a n d b e  gl a d  t h e y ar e  
s e e ki n g t o u n d erst a n d  His  W or d.  T h e y  
ar e  n ot  t h e e n e m y,  t h e y ar e  g o o d  p e o pl e  
d esiri n g  t o l e ar n; l et t h e m h a v e  t h e fr e e
d o m  t o l e ar n at  t h eir o w n  p a c e.  D o n't  tr y 
t o c orr e ct e v er y  wr o n g  t h o u g ht. B e gi n  
w h er e  J es us b e g a n  a n d b uil d  o n  t h at 
f o u n d ati o n.



S u c c ess ?  H a p pi n ess ?
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A

b y  P ast or  E,  Ri c h ar d  S mit h  
P elz er,  S C

E d fi o r 's  N o t e : E.  
Ri c h ar d  S mit h  gr a d u 
at e d  fr o m Or e g o n  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e  ( n o w 
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e)  

i n 1 9 4 2.  H e  h a s  
p a st or e d  c h ur c h e s  i n 
Mi c hi g a n,  Mi s s o uri,  
Illi n oi s, O hi o,  I n di a n a, 
L o ui si a n a,  a n d  S o ut h  

C ar oli n a.  Aft er  4 7  
y e ar s  of  p a st or al  
mi ni str y  h e  “r etir e d" i n 

1 9 8 9.  C urr e ntl y  h e  
s er v e s  a s  A s s o ci at e  
P a st or  of  t h e B et h el  

C h ur c h  of  G o d,  
P el z er,  S C.  Arti cl e s 
b y  hi m  will  a p p e ar  
r e g ul ari y i n T h e  

H e r a l d .

I r e c all a  st or y t ol d b y  t h e l at e S. J. Li n ds a y.  H e  
a n d  his  wif e  w er e  w al ki n g  t o c h ur c h  f or a mi d 
w e e k  Bi bl e  St u d y.  As  t h e y w al k e d,  t h eir c o n v er 
s ati o n d e alt  wit h  t h e fi n a n ci al dil e m m a  i n w hi c h  
t h e y f o u n d t h e ms el v es.

“ H o w  m u c h  l o n g er c a n  w e  r e m ai n h er e,  p as-  
t ori n g t his c h ur c h ?  L et's  pi c k  u p  t h e m ail  al  t h e 
p ost  offi c e. "

I n t h e m ail b o x  w as  o n e  l ett er— fr o m a  fri e n d i n 
a n ot h er  st at e.  T h e  si m pl e  n ot e  s ai d  s o m et hi n g  li k e 
t his: " K n o wi n g  t h at G o d's  p e o pl e  i n t h e c h ur c h  d o  
n ol  al w a ys  pr o vi d e  t h e m o n e y  n e e d e d  b y  G o d's  
s er v a nts  i n t h e mi nistr y,  e n cl os e d  fi n d fi v e d oll ars.
G o d  bl ess  y o u. "  P ast or  Li n ds a y  r e a d di e  n ot e  t o his ^ ^  
wif e.  S h e  si m pl y  s ai d,  “ S a m,  w e'r e  st a yi n g i n t h c ^ y 
mi nistr y. ”

Oft e n,  w h e n  w e  f a c e q u esti o ns  a b o ut  o ur  f u
t ur e, if w e  d o  n ol c ar ef ull y  s e e k  t h e dir e cti o n  of  t h e 
L or d,  if w e  ar e  n ot  t u n e d i n t o t h e l e a di n g of  His  
S pirit,  w e  str a y f ar fr o m t h e r e al p ur p os e  of  o ur  
li v es.

M a n y  y e ars  a g o  I m et  a n  el d erl y  c o u pl e  w h o  
w er e  s u c c essf ul f ar m ers. I h el p e d  t h e m r et ur n 
fr o m a  h o m e c o mi n g  i n t h e c o m m u nit y  w h er e  t h e y 
w er e  b o m  a n d  at  t h e c h ur c h  w h er e  t h e y m arri e d.

Aft er  t h eir c hil dr e n w er e  b o m,  tli e y h a d  d e 
ci d e d  t o m o v e  t o w h er e  f a n nl a n d w as  b elt er — o  
d e v el o p  a  b ell er  lif e f or t h e f a mil y.

I n t h eir q u est  f or l h e g o o d  lif e t h e y gr e w  a w a y  
fr o m G o d  a n d  t h e c h ur c h.

W e  dr o v e  al o n g t h e hi g h w a y  t o t h e c h ur c h  
r e u ni o n. T h e y  t ol d m e  of  t h os e 5 0  y e ars  of  t h e * 
g o o d  lif e. Al m ost  i n u nis o n  t h e y s ai d t h at t h eir 
gr e at est  r e gr et w as  t h at t h eir c hil dr e n  w er e  n ol  
br o u g ht  u p  t o k n o w  G o d,  J es us C hrist,  a n d  t o e x- 士  
p eri e n c e  l h e j o y of  s er vi c e  i n t h e c h ur c h.

I gr e atl y  e nj o y  Bi bl e  r e a di n g. T h e  Ps al ms  a n d  
Pr o v er bs  ar e  f a v orit es b e c a us e  t h e y d e al  wit h  l h e
pr a cti c al  m ess a g es — pr ais e  G o d,  s er v e  G o d,  G c xi ^ >  
l e a ds, G o d  r e w ar ds. Pr a cti c al  i nstr u cti o n is gi v e n / 
a b o ut  w a ys  t o e nj o y lif e a n d  a v oi d e vil. Ps al m

N  O U T S T A N DI N G  CI TI Z E N  h as  
di e d  at  a g e  4 7.  T h e  o bit u ar y  n a m es  
his s ur vi vi n g wif e,  c hil dr e n, a n d  
ot h er  r el ati v es.

T h e n  f oll o ws a listi n g of  b usi n ess  a c hi e v e-  
m c nls,  s er vi c e or g a ni z ati o ns,  his  c h ur c h affili 
ati o n,  a n d  l h e ti m e of  m e m ori al  s er vi c es.

Hi g hl y  s u c c essf ul,  r es p e ct e d, a n d  l o v e d— y et  
w e  as k,  " Di d  h e  r e all y li v e ? "

W e  li v e i n a  "s e e ki n g "  w orl d,  w h er e  t h e d esir e  
f or m at eri al  t hi n gs a n d a c hi e v e m e nts b e c o m es  
l h e dri vi n g  f or c e. H a p pi n ess  s e e ms  t o b e  d e p e n d 
e nt  u p o n  t h at w hi c h  w c  p oss ess,  w h er e  w e  li v e, 
a n d  t h e s o ci al l e v el w h er e  w e  fi n d o urs el v es.  O ur  
w a nts  a n d  d esir es  s o o n  b e c o m e  o ur  n e c essiti es,  s o 
w c  dri v e  o urs el v es  t o t h e p oi nt  of  d es p air  tr yi n g t o 
att ai n  o ur  s o- c all e d dr e a ms.

I f o u n d t his cli p pi n g  r e c e ntl y, attri b ut e d t o a  
p ers o n  n a m e d  S p e n c er:

W h at  c o m es  fr o m m a n  will  n e v er  l ast. 
It's h er e  t o d a y, t o m orr o w p ast;
W h at  c o m es  fr o m G o d  will  al w a ys  b e
T h e  s a m e f or all  et er nit y!

T h e  p ur p os e  of  lif e is l o fi n d a d e gr e e  of  
h a p pi n ess  wit hi n  t h e ti m e fr a m e of  o ur  m ort al  
e xist e n c e  a n d  t o pr e p ar e  o urs el v es  a n d  t h os e w e  
m e et  d a y  b y  d a y,  f or lif e e v erl asti n g  i n t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d.

O ur  m ai n  b usi n ess  i n t his w orl d  is t o s e c ur e  a n  
i nt er est i n l h e n e xt — t h at n e w  w orl d — (t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d) — w hi c h  is t o b e c o m e  a  r e alit y w h e n  
J es us r et ur ns t o t his e art h.

I p ers o n all y  d o  n ol  f e el t h at t o g ai n  s o m e  of  t his 
w orl d's  g o o ds  is wr o n g;  n or  d o  I f e el t h at t o b e  
p o v ert y-stri c k e n  is a  si g n  t h at a  p ers o n  b el o n gs  t o 
G c xJ.  A n  e m pt y  p urs e  or  a  z er o  b a n k  b al a n c e  is 
u ps etti n g.

H o w e v er,  it is t hr o u g h t h e diffi c ult  e x p eri 
e n c es  t h at w e  g ai n  a  gr e at er  a p pr e ci ati o n  of  G o d's 
pr o vi d e n c e.



W h at  I s p e nt,
I h a d;

W h at  I s a v e d,
/ l ost;

W h at  I g a v e,
I h a v e.
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T h e  D a ys  of  R e c k o ni n g
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 2)

W h at  I G a v e,  I H a v e

It is s ai d di at  o n c e  a  w e alt h y  b ut  mis 
erl y  m a n  w e nt  t o a  r a b bi t o fi n d o ut  w h y  
lif e h a d  n o  m e a ni n g  f or hi m.

T h e  r a b bi l e d hi m  t o a  wi n d o w.  " L o o k  
o ut  t h er e a n d  t ell m e  w h at  y o u  s e e, " h e  
s ai d. " P e o pl e, " a ns w er e d Ui e  m a n.  Tii e

Aft er  His  cr u cifi xi o n,  His  d e n o u n c ers  
a n d  sl a y ers t h o u g ht t h e y h a d  w o n.  T h e  
f oll o w ers of  J es us, disill usi o n e d,  s ai d, 
" W e  tr ust e d t h at H e  w o ul d  h a v e  r e d e e m e d 
Isr a el. "

R es urr e cti o n  m or ni n g  pr o v e d  t h at t h e 
o n e  w h o  s e e mi n gl y f ail e d, e n di n g His  
mi nistr y  i n d e at h,  w as  s u c c essf ul  b e y o n d  
t h e i m a gi n ati o n of  a n y m a n.  S ai d  t h e 
a n g el  t o tii e w o m e n  at  J es us' t o m b, " H e  is 
n ot  h er e:  f or h e  is ris e n " ( M att. 2 8: 6).

T o d a y,  w h et h er  o ur  v o c ati o n  is e c cl e 
si asti c al  or  s e c ul ar,  w e  will  b e  h a p p y  if t h e 
st at e m e nt  of  Ps al m  1 7: 1 5  ill u mi n at es o ur  
li v es. * * As  f or m e,  I will  b e h ol d  t h y f a c e i n 
ri g ht e o us n ess: I s h all b e  s atisfi e d,  w h e n  I 
a w a k e,  wit h  t h y li k e n ess. "

Dr.  J o h n W o o d  R o bis o n  wr ot e  t h e 
f oll o wi n g, b as e d  o n  E c cl esi ast es  5: 1 0. 1  
t h o u g ht it a p pr o pri at e  t o t h e cl osi n g of  
t his arti cl e.

n o mi c  C o m m u nit y  s e e ms  u n a bl e  t o r e a c h 
f ull a gr e e m e nt a m o n g its m e m b ers;  
Y u g osl a vi a's  r e m n a nts fi g ht a m o n g  t h e m
s el v es  i n a  tlir e c- w a y b attl e of  R o m a n  a n d  
Ort h o d o x  C at h oli cs  a n d M usli ms.  C a n 
a d a  a n d t h e U nit e d  St al es  tr y t o s o ot h e 
r uffl e d r a ci al f e eli n gs, bl a c k,  w hit e,  r e d, 
y ell o w.

A b o v e  all t his, h o w e v er,  c o m es t h e 
n ati o n  of  Isr a el, cr e at e d  a n e w  i n 1 9 4 8  a n d  
m ai nt ai n e d  si n c e b y  a s eri es of  w ars,  
e xt c ni al a n d i nt er n al. Brit ai n,  i g n ori n g 
t h e B alf o ur  D e cl ar ati o n  of  W orl d  W ar  I 
w hi c h  " g u ar a nt e e d "  J e ws a  h o m el a n d  i n 
P al esti n e,  f o u g ht e v er y  eff ort  of  Zi o nists  
t o est a blis h t h at h o m el a n d;  t h e Britis h  
E m pir e  f ell t o pi e c es.  O n e  of  t h e m ost  
p o w erf ul  c o m bi n ati o ns  of  Ar a b- M usli m  
n ati o ns  e v er ass e m bl e d w as  u n a bl e  t o

1 1 9: 1 1, 1 0 5 — *' T h y  w or d  h a v e  I hi d  i n m y  
h e art  t h at I mi g ht  n ot  si n a g ai nst  y o u. ... 
T h y  w or d  is a  l a m p u nt o  m y  f e et. " Pr o v-  

| er bs  2 2: 1 ― " A  g o o d  n a m e  is r at h er t o b e  
'c h os e n  t h a n gr e at  ri c h es, a n d l o vi n g f a

v o ur  r at h er t h a n sil v er a n d  g ol d. "
J es us s ai d, " W h at  s h all it pr ofit  a  p er 

s o n, t h o u g h h e  g ai n  t h e w h ol e  w orl d  a n d  
l os e et er n al  lif e ? "

I n o ur  s e ar c h f or t h e g o o d  lif e of  t his 
a g e, w e  oft e n  fi n d o urs el v es  i n t h e d e 
s cri pti o n of  t his littl e p o e m:

W e  s q u a n d er  h c altli  i n s e ar c h of  
w e alt h

A n d  t h e n wit h  mi g ht  a n d  m ai n
W e  s p e n d  o ur  w e alt h  t o r e g ai n o ur  

h e alt h
S o  w e  c a n  d o  it all  o v er  a g ai n.

W e  ar e  n o w  i n t h e y e ar  1 9 9 3.  W e  d o  
n ot  k n o w  t h at w hi c h  it will  bri n g.  G o d's  
p e o pl e  will  fi n d r e al j o y, a n d t h e a b u n 
d a n c e  of  t h e ri c h es di al  ar e  i n C hrist  J es us, 
w h e n  t h e y c o m mit  t h eir li v es c o m pl et el y  
t o Hi m.  C orri e  t e n B o o m  wr ot e:

L o o k  ar o u n d  a n d  b e  distr ess e d
L o o k  wit hi n  a n d  b e  d e pr ess e d  
L o o k  at  J es us a n d  b e  at  r est.

F T h er e  is a  p e a c e  tli a L p ass es  all  u n d er 
st a n di n g Llir o u g h  J es us Clirist  o ur  L or d.

Lif e  witli o ut  f ait h, h o p e,  a n d  t h e pr o m 
is e of  lif e e v erl asti n g  i n L h c  Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  is n ot  a  lif e of  h a p pi n ess  or  s u c c ess.  
I h a v e  n e v er  m et  a  p ers o n  w h o  s ai d as  h e  
l a y d yi n g,  "I' m s orr y t h at I s er v e d t h e 
L or d, "  b ull  h a v e  h e ar d  m a n y  ti m es, "I' v e 
b e g g e d  G o d  f or f or gi v e n ess. I' m s orr y 
山 at  I di d  n ot  s er v e Hi m. "

W h et h er  w e  s er v e t h e L or d  i n a  s m all 
c h ur c h  or  l ar g e; w h et h er  i n a  s e e mi n gl y 
i m p ort a nt p ositi o n  or  n ot,  w h etli er  i n a  
c h ur c h  or  i n tii e s e c ul ar w orl d,  m att ers  
littl e. T h e  q u esti o n  is— Ar e  w e  d oi n g  it as 
u nt o  t h e L or d ?

Usi n g  t h e t al e nts G o d  h as  gi v e n  us,  w e  
m a y  f ulfill t h e p att er n  of  s u c c essf ul s er v
i c e as  J es us d es cri b es  it i n M att h e w  2 5.  
Gi v e  t h e c u p  of  w at er,  t h e cl ot hi n g,  t h e 
h o usi n g,  t h e c ari n g,  a n d  y o u  s h all e nj o y  
G o d's  bl essi n g  n o w,  a n d  lif e t o c o m e  i n 
t h e Ki n g d o m.

J es us n e v er  b uilt  a m e g a- c h ur c h  i n 
| J er us al e m. H e  br o u g ht  t o g et h er o ut c asts  

w h o  l e ar n e d fr o m Hi m  t h e m e a ni n g  of  
l o v e.

pr e v e nt  Isr a el's ris e or  its c o ns e q u e nt  
m ai nt e n a n c e.

" N o w t h e d a ys of  r e c k o ni n g h a v e  
c o m e. "

Y et  s o m e h o w m a n y  of  us,  e v e n  i n t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d,  h a v e  i g n or e d all t h es e 
pr e di cti v e  e vi d e n c es  of  t h e r et ur n of  Clirist  
t o pr o n o u n c e  j u d g m e nt, g o o d  a n d b a d,  
o n  all  m a n ki n d.

O n e  mi nist er  o bs er v e d,  l at e i n 1 9 9 2,  
t h at h e  h a d  visit e d  " d o z e ns "  of  C h ur c h  of  
G o d  s er vi c es i n m a n y  p arts  of  N ort h  
A m eri c a  a n d  h a d  n ot  h e ar d  Isr a el m e n 
ti o n e d o n c e.  T h e  s er m o ns a n d l ess o ns 
w hi c h,  a  f e w d e c a d es  a g o,  ai m e d  oft e n  at  
t h e t ar g et of  c urr e nt  e v e nts  a n d  t h e c o n 
s e q u e n c es of h c c dl css n ess  r ar el y a p p e ar.

P er h a ps  t h e wi n ds  of  c h a n g e  n e e d  t o 
a p p e ar, s

r a b bi t h e n l e d hi m  t o a  mirr or,  " W h at  d o  
y o u  s e e n o w ? "  h e  as k e d.  * *I  s e e m ys elf, "  
r e pli e d t h e m a n.

T h e  r a b bi s ai d, “ B e h ol d,  i n t h e wi n 
d o w  is gl ass  a n d  i n t h e mirr or  is gl ass.  B ut  
t h e gl ass  of  t h e mirr or  is c o v er e d  wit h  a  
littl e sil v er  a n d  n o  s o o n er is a  littl e sil v er 
a d d e d  t h a n y o u  st o p  s e ei n g  olli ers  a n d  s e e 
o nl y  y o urs eif.' *

T his  is n ot  tr u e of  all  p e o pl e,  b ut  il is 
tr u e of  m a n y.  I n a w orl d  of  s o m a n y  
m at eri al  c o mf orts, it is a t e m pt ati o n t o 
b e c o m e  s elfis h  a n d  t o p ut  m at eri al  t hi n gs 
a b o v es pirit u al.  A  littl e ^sil v er'' c a n s o m e
ti m es d o  str a n g e t hi n gs t o p e o pl e.

It is i m p ort a nt f or e a c h  o n e  of  us  t o 
ass u m e  o ur  r es p o nsi bilit y f or h el pi n g  t h e 
s o ci et y of  w hi c h  w e  ar e  a  p ari.  A  p ers o n  
w h o  t hi n ks o nl y of hi ms elf  d o cs  n ot  r e all y 
li v e at  all — h e  o nl y  e xists.  O ur  r e as o n f or 
li vi n g is n ot  t o a c c u m ul at e  all  t h at w e  c a n  
a n d  h o ar d  it, b ut  t o s h ar e,  t o s er v e,  t o h el p.



C hi l d r e n 's  P a g e

M or e
Bl ess e d

a c c e pt a n c e  a n d  h el p  of

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 3 0

b y  S us a n  L a p p
Br o o kl y n  P ar k,  M N

Y A N  L O O K E D  U P  fr o m his  h o m e 
w or k  at  di e  kit c h e n  t a bl e a n d  st ar e d 
i nt o s p a c e, d e e p  i n tii o u g ht. “ W h at  
ar c  y o u  dii n ki n g  a b o ut,  S o n ? "  as k e d  

his  f at h er, l a yi n g his  s cr e w  dri v er  o n  t h e c o u nt er.  
T h e  n e w  c a n  o p e n er  h e  h a d  i nst all e d f or m ot h er  
h u n g  n e atl y  fr o m t h e c u p b o ar d  n e ar  t h e si n k.

" W ell, I w as  t hi n ki n g a b o ut t his n e w  b o y  at  
o ur  s c h o ol. His  n a m e  is Ti m,  a n d  h e  w e ars  t h es e 
f u n n y-l o o ki n g pl asti c  a n d m et al  t hi n gs o n  his  
l e gs, " a ns w er e d  R y a n,  his  br o w  p u c k er e d  i nt o a  
fr o w n.

" Y o u m e a n  l e g br a c es ? * *  as k e d  f at h er.
" Y e a h, I g u ess  t h at,s w h at  t h e y ar e. T h e y  

m a k e  a  n ois e  w h e n  h e  w al ks  a n d  h e  us es  t h es e 
f u nii y-l o o ki n g cr ut c h es — m et al  o n es,  n ot  li k e 
t h e w o o d e n  o n es  U n cl e  D a v e  us e d  w h e n  h e  br o k e  
his  l e g s kii n g l ast wi nt er, "  s ai d R y a n.  F at h er  
list e n e d q ui etl y  as  h e  pi c k e d  u p  his  t o ols. "I  f e el 
ki n d  of  s orr y f or Ti m,  b ut  I d o n't  k n o w  w h at  l o 
s a y t o hi m. I' v e n e v er  m et  a n y o n e li k e hi m  
b ef or e. "

F at h er  s et his  t o ol b o x d o w n  o n  t h e t a bl e a n d  
p ull e d  u p  a c h air/ 1  Y o u  k n o w,  R y a n,  m a n y  p e o pl e  
y o u  alr e a d y  k n o w  h a v e  s o m e s ort of  w e a k n ess  
t h at r e q uir es h el p  of  o n e  ki n d  or  a n ot h er. "

“ H u h ?  W h at d o y o u  m e a n,  D a d ? n as k e d  R y a n.
" W ell, t a k e Gr a n d m a  P et ers o n,  f or i nst a n c e; 

s h e us es  a w al k er  t o h el p  h er  g et  ar o u n d e v er  
si n c e s h e br o k e  h er  hi p.  A n d  y o ur  c o usi n,  S ar a  
J e a n, w e ars  a  h e ari n g  ai d  si n c e  s h e w as  r e al si c k 
a n d l ost s o m e of  t h e h e ari n g  i n o n e  e ar, " a n 
s w er e d f at h er.

g u ess  I f or g ot a b o ut  Gr a n d m a  a n d  
S ar a  J e a n, " s ai d R y a n  t h o u g htf ull y, as  h e  p us h e d  
his  gl ass es  b a c k  u p  his  n os e.

" A n d  w h at  a b o ut  y o u ? "  as k e d  f atli er, s mili n g 
g e ntl y  a n d  r aisi n g his  e y e br o ws.

" W h at a b o ut m e,  D a d ? "  as k e d t h e p u z zl e d  
s o n.

" W ell, y o ur  e y es n e e d e d  s o m e h el p  s o y o u  
c o ul d  s e e w ell,  s o w e  b o u g ht  y o u  t h os e gl ass es  
l ast f all. R e m e m b er  h o w  y o u  h a d  t o s q ui nt  l o s e e 
t h e bl a c k b o ar d  at s c h o ol ? Y o ur  gl ass es  d o  f or 
y o u  w h al  Ti m's  l e g br a c es  a n d  cr ut c h es  d o  
hi m.  W e  all  h a v e  s o m e ki n d  of  w e a k n ess es,  
w e  all  n e e d  t h e l o v e a n d  
ot h ers, "  s ai d f at h er.

" T h at's  tr u e, D a d.  It m ust  b e  es p e ci all y  h ar d  
f or Ti m  l o f e el n e w  a n d  diff er e nt  a n d  n ot  t o h a v e  
a n y  fri e n ds y et, "  s ai d R y a n  i h o u g hlf ull y.

" R e m e m b er  h o w  h ar d  il w as  f or y o u  t o b e  di e  
n e w  ki d  i n y o ur  cl ass  w h e n  w e  first m o v e d  h er e ?' *  
r e mi n d e d f at h er. " M a y b e  y o u  c o ul d  t ell Ti m  h o w  
y o u  f elt a b o ut  b ei n g  n e w.  J ust b e c a us e  h e  w e ars  
l e g br a c es  d o es n't  m e a n  t h at h e  is n't a p ers o n  
wit h  n e e ds  a n d  f e eli n gs v er y  m u c h  li k e y o urs. "

"I c o ul d i n vit e hi m  t o o ur  c h ur c h's j u ni or 
b o ys ' sl e e p o v er  n e xt  w e e k e n d.  T h e n  h e  c o ul d  g et  
t o k n o w  t h e g u ys  i n o ur  gr o u p, "  s u g g est e d R y a n.

“ T h at  s o u n ds li k e a gr e at  i d e a, S o n.  I w as  
r e a di n g s o m et hi n g i n i n y Bi bl e  t his m or ni n g  i n 
A cts  2 0;  l et,s s e e if I c a n  fi n d t h e v ers e, n  s ai d 
f at h er t h u m bi n g t hr o u g h his  Bi bl e.  " A h, h er e  it 
is, v ers e  3 5.  *...  w e  m ust  h el p  t h e w e a k,  r e m e m
b eri n g  t h e w or ds  t h e L or d  J es us  hi ms elf  s ai d, "It  
is m or e  bl ess e d  t o gi v e  t h a n t o r e c ei v e. " ' I'll b et  
y o ur  fri e n ds hi p w o ul d  b e  j ust a b o ut  t h e b est  gift  
y o u  c o ul d  gi v e  Tii n  ri g ht n o w. "  —

" Y o u'r e  ri g ht, D a d.  Ti n  g oi n g  t o g o  c all  Tii ・ ^  

ri g ht n o w  a n d  s e e if h e, d  li k e t o c o m e. "  R y a n's  
si nil e b e a m e d  as  h e  l o o k e d u p  at  his  f atli cr. r h

F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H,  1 9 9 3
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Pl e as e  c h e c k  t h e 

m aili n g  l a b el t o 

t h e l eft f or y o ur  

R H  e x pir ati o n  

d at e  a n d  r e n e w 

pr o m ptl y  t o 

k e e p  T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  

H e r a l d  

c o mi n g  t o y o ur  

h o m e  

bi m o nt hl y.

It's t h at si m pl e.

A T L A N T A
BI B L E

 C O L L E G E

F or  m or e  i nf or m ati o n c all  
1- 8 0 0- FI S H C O  1It's t h at b asi c 0

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds]. T h a n k  y o u.

N a m e,

A d dr ess  

Cit y  St at e  

S u b s cri pti o n  E x pir ati o n s

T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n.  Ift h e n u m b eris 9 3. 0, it e x pir es  wit ht h e  F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e. 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
aJ u n ej ul y,  e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b eri n  k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

C h ur c h of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  

Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

 Zi p --------

M ail  t o: T h e  R E S Trr uri O N  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct, pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 l a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  
p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1  yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr,  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.
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T h o m as  J eff ers o n, t h e t hir d pr esi d e nt  of  t h e U nit e d  St at es,  is b uri e d  at  M o nti c ell o,  his  b el o v e d  h o m e,  
w hi c h  h e  d esi g n e d  a n d  b uilt  at  C h arl ott es vill e,  Vir gi ni a.

His  t o m bst o n e r e a ds:

V ol.  8 2,  N o.  4  
A pril,  M a y,  1 9 9 3

T h es e  w er e  t h e t hr e e m aj or  a c c o m plis h m e nts  of  his  lif e.
All  c o n diti o n alists will  o bs er v e  s o m e g o o d  t h e ol o g y fr o m J eff ers o n's t o m bst o n e. H e  "li es b uri e d n  

w aiti n g  f or t h e c all  of  J es us C hrist,  t h e lif e gi v er.
T h e  pi ct ur e  w as  t a k e n b y  P a ul  A.  N e w ell  w hil e  h e,  y o ur  e dit or,  a n d  ot h er  r el ati v es a n d  fri e n ds w er e  o n  

v a c ati o n  i n n ort h er n  Vir gi ni a  l ast f all.

R E S TI T U TI O N  
M u e r a l d

V ol.  8 2,  N o.  4
- .艺 顼  A nri L  M a v.  1 9 9 3
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T h e
E di t o r 's
O pi ni o n

t o m b t o fi nis h e m b al mi n g  Hi m  si n c e J os e p h a n d  
Ni c o d e m us  h a d  d o n e  a f ast j o b of  it. T h e y  c a m e  
u as  it b e g a n  t o d a w n  t o w ar d t h e first d a y  of  t h e 
w e e k "  ( M att. 2 8: 1);  t h e y c a m e  " v er y  e arl y  i n 
m or ni n g  t h e first d a y  of  t h e w e e k ... at  t h e risi n g 
of  t h e s u n " ( M ar k 1 6: 2);  " T h e first d a y  of  t h e 
w e e k,  v er y  e arl y  i n t h e m or ni n g,  t h e y c a m e  t o t h e 
s e p ul c hr e " ( L u k e 2 4: 1);  ' T h e first d a y  of  t h e 
w e e k ... e arl y  w h e n  it w as  y et  d ar k "  (J o h n 2 0: 1).

A p p ar e ntl y  t h e w o m e n  us e d  t h e v er y  first o p 
p ort u nit y  t o g o  t o t h e t o m b of  o ur  L or d  t o c o m 
pl et e  t h e e m b al mi n g  pr o c ess  wit h  n o  t h o u g ht of  
r es urr e cti o n i n t h eir mi n ds.  T h eir  o nl y  pr o bl e m  as  
t h e y h urri e d  al o n g t h eir w a y  w hil e  u it w as  y et  
d ar k. "  w as,  " W h o  will  r ol 1 a w a y  t h e st o n e  fr o m tli e 
d o or  of  t h e s e p ul c hr e ? " ( M ar k 1 6: 3.)  T h e y  h a d  
e m b al mi n g  o n  t h eir mi n ds,  n ot  r es urr e cti o n, al 
t h o u g h J es us  h a d  t ol d t h e m cl e arl y  t h at H e  w o ul d  
b e  r ej e ct e d, cr u cifi e d,  a n d  w o ul d  ris e t h e t hir d d a y  
( M att. 1 6: 2 1;  2 0: 1 8,  1 9).

W e  r e ali z e t h at t h e c o n c e pt  of  a m a n  c o mi n g  
o ut  of  a  gr a v e — b ei n g  r es urr e ct e d t o i m m ort alit y 
n e v er  t o di e  a g ai n — is f or ei g n t o t h e t hi n ki n g of  
u nr e g e n er at e d  m a n,  es p e ci all y t h os e a bs or b e d  
wit h  t his w orl d's  wis d o m  ( 1 C or.  1 : 2 6). C ert ai nl y  
t h e At h e ni a n  p hil os o p h ers  t o w h o m P a ul  pr e a c h e d  
f all i nt o t his c at e g or y.  S o m e  of  t h es e Gr e e k  p hi 
l os o p h ers s ai d: " W h at  will  t his b a b bl er  s a y ?'、  
Ot h ers  s ai d: llH e  s e e ms t o b e  a s ett er f ort h oj|  
str a n g e  g o ds. "  W h y ?  " B e c a us e  h e  pr e a c h e d  u nt o  
t h e m J es us a n d t h e r es urr e cti o n " ( A cts 1 7: 1 8).  
T h es e  Gr e e k  p hil os o p h ers  a c c us e d  P a ul  of  p us h 
i n g a  f or ei g n g o d.  T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or " g o ds "  is 
c o m m o nl y  us e d  i n Gr e e k  writi n gs  f or p a g a n  g o ds  
of  w o o d  a n d st o n e. H o w e v er,  fift y ti m es i n t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt  it r ef ers t o e vil s pirits a n d is 
us u all y  tr a nsl at e d " d e m o ns "  o r  " d e vils " ( KJ V). 
T his  h as  l e d m a n y  st u d e nts  t o t h e c o n cl usi o n  t h at 
i d ols a n d  d e m o ns  ar e  us e d  i nt er c h a n g e a bl y s o m e 
pl a c es  i n t h e Bi bl e.  ( S e e 1 C or.  1 0: 1 4- 2 1;  Ps a.  
1 0 6: 3 5- 3 8.)

T hr e e  r es p o ns es ar e  s e e n i n P a ul's  gr e at  m es 
s a g e o n  M ars *  hill  (t h e Ar e o p a g us,  t h e hi g h est  
c o urt i n At h e ns).  S o m e  m o c k e d,  s o m e w a nt e d  
m or e  i nf or m ati o n, b ut  pr ais e  G o d  s o m e  b eli e v e d  
( v v. 3 2- 3 4).  Alt h o u g h  P a ul  h a d  his  p o or est  r e c e p
ti o n a m o n g t h es e Gr e e k  i nt ell e ct u als, w e  ar e  
e n c o ur a g e d  t o c o nti n u e  pr e a c hi n g  C hrist  cr u ci 
fi e d, ris e n, a n d  c o mi n g  a g ai n.  S o m e  will  b eli e v e  
a n d  t ur n t o o ur  l o v el y L or d.  O ur  h o p e  is t o b e  li k e 
Hi m  i n His  r es urr e ct e d f or m w h e n  H e  c o m es  
a g ai n  ( 1 J o h n  3: 2;  P hil.  3: 2 1).  It's w ort h  w h at e v er  
s a crifi c e w e  h a v e  t o m a k e  i n t his lif e.

A M  T H E  FI R S T  a n d  t h e l ast, a n d  
t h e li vi n g O n e;  a n d  I w as  d e a d,  a n d  
b e h ol d,  I a m  ali v e  f or e v er m or e, a n d  
I h a v e t h e k e ys  of  d e at h a n d of  

H a d es "  (t h e gr a v e;  R e v.  1: 1 7 b,  1 8,  N A S B).
H a vi n g  p ass e d  t hr o u g h t h e gr a v e  a n d  st a n di n g  

o n  t h e ot h er  si d e, J es us C hrist  c o ul d  s a y, "I a m  
...t h e li vi n g O n e;  a n d  I w as  d e a d  ...l a m ali v e  
f or e v er m or e, a n d  I h a v e  t h e k e ys  of  d e at h  a n d  t h e 
gr a v e. "

W e  gr e et  y o u  at  t his E ast er  s e as o n  i n t h e n a m e  
of  Hi m  w h o  is ali v e f or e v er m or e. T his  v ers e  
e m b o di es  b ot h  His  cr u cifi xi o n  a n d  r es urr e cti o n. 
It als o r e v e als t h at J es us h as  t h e p o w er  a n d  
a ut h orit y  t o r ais e t h e d e a d,  a n d  s o m e d a y  H e  will  
ass ert  t h at p o w er  a n d  a ut h orit y.

* * T h e J es us w h o  w as  p ers o n all y  k n o w n t o 
J o h n, w as  b ot h  h u m a n  a n d als o t h e di vi n el y  
b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d.  His  r es urr e cti o n b o d y  w as  
as  r e al as  t h e o n e  w hi c h  s uff er e d  o n  t h e cr oss. " —  
Ml o n M a x w e W, T h e  R e al  C hrist  a n dt h e  A nti c hrist  
( p. 2 4).  Y es,  J es us w as  p h ysi c all y  a n d b o dil y  
r ais e d fr o m t h e d e a d.

W h at  w e  pr o cl ai m  is n o  s h a b b y or  s e c o n d-  
cl ass  m ess a g e.  It will  n e v er  e m b arr ass  its m es 
s e n g ers. J es us w as  d e a d  a n d is ali v e f or e v er
m or e!  Pr ais e  His  pr e ci o us  n a m e ! W e  ar e  c o m mit
t e d t o t h e tr ut h t h at J es us  di e d  a n d  w as  r ais e d t h e 
t hir d d a y  t o i m m ort alit y, n e v er  t o di e  a g ai n  ( 2 
Ti m.  l: 1 0; R o m. 6: 9, 1 0).  W e  s h ar e  t h at m ess a g e  
b ol dl y  t o t h e w orl d  G o d  s o l o v es.

T h e  first- c e nt ur y dis ci pl es  i n t h e i nf a nt c h ur c h  
w er e  sl o w t o c at c h  o n  t o t h e f a ct of  t h e r es urr e c
ti o n of  C hrist.  His  f oll o w ers c a m e  t o t h e t o m b 
e arl y S u n d a y  m or ni n g  t o a n oi nt t h e b o d y  of  
J es us, n ot  t o c el e br at e His  r es urr e cti o n. T h e y  
w er e  as  s ur pris e d as  a n y o n e  t h at J es us  h a d  b e e n  
r es urr e ct e d.

J os e p h of  Ari m at h a e a  a n d Ni c o d e m us  h a d  
d o n e  a  h ast y  j o b of  e m b al mi n g  J es us  a n d  p utti n g  
Hi m  i n J os e p h's t o m b b e c a us e  t h e S a b b at h  w as  
dr a wi n g  o n  ( L u k e 2 3: 5 0- 5 6;  M att.  2 7: 5 7- 6 0).  
J es us w as  pr o b a bl y  cr u cifi e d  a n d  b uri e d  T h urs-  

d a y.  Fri d a y  w as  pr o b a bl y  t h e hi g h  d a y  of  
J o h n 1 9: 3 1 a n d S at ur d a y  w as  t h e 
( w e e kl y  S a b b at h.  T his  c hr o n ol 

o g y  w o ul d  e x pl ai n  w h y  t h e 
w o m e n  w er e  s o a n x 

i o us t o g et  t o t h e



C o nt e nts
2 0

2 4

2 8

F e a t u r e s

2 E di t o r 's  O pi ni o n

1 3 Pl a nti n g  Ti m e
1 0 B o o k  R e vi e wE.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h

1 4 F e e d b a c k

2 6

3 0

A d dr ess  all  c orr es p o n d e n c e  t o: T h e  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d

s u bs cri pti o n.
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E dit or:
Ass o ci at c E dit or:
M a k e- u p  E dit ors:
T y p es ett er:  
Pr o ofr e a d er:
C o ntri b uti n g  E dit ors:

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

G o d's  P e o pl e
Fr a n cis  E.  B ur n ett

S 1 2
S 2 1
S 3 0

E s p e ci a l l y  f o r  t h e

P a s t o r 's  W i f e

L ess o ns  fr o m a  Mi ni at ur e
M ot h er
P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k

H ollis P artl o w c  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  

M ar k  C ai n,  C hrist o p h er  S ci d crs  
B e c k y  H all  

B ai b ar a  L a n dr y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k,  

S us a n  L a p p,  Dr.  Al v a  G.  H uff cr,  
D el b ert  J o n es,  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  

G or d o n  L a n dr y  
M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c k y  H all,  T erri

Ts c h a c n n,  J u d y  M y ers,  I l a n y M c Mi n n

At  l e ast h alf a milli o n  t o urists 
fr o m ar o u n d t h e gl o b e will  visit  

M o nti c ell o  t his y e ar, t h e 2 5 0l h  
a n ni v ers ar y of  J eff ers o n's A pril  

1 7 4 3 birt h.

C hi l d r e n 's  P a g e

Gr o wi n g  P ati e n c e
S us a n  L a p p

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns  b e gi n  wit h  
t h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n  f ull- y e ar 
s u bs cri pti o ns al  a n y  li m e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2  w h e n  c or 
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur

Y es  I' m H o m o p h o bi c
R e x  C ai n

T h e  F o ur  M ar ks  of  
F als e  R eli gi o n  
K e nt  R oss

P h ot o gr a p hs  o n  c o v er  a n d  p a g e  1 7  

b y  P a ul  A.  N e w ell,  Or e g o n,  I L.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  I [e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n 
pr ofit  C hristi a n  c o q x)r ali o n  l o c at e d at  5 8 2 3 Tr a m m ell  
R o a d,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  
H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x li m es a  y e ar.

T i d e R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es: t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  
( A cts 1: 8);  J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b c g oll c n  S o n  
( M alt. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);  t h e 
m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar  
r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts l:ll), a n dlif e o nl y t hr o u g h hi m  
( C ol. 3: 3);  t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 5 3, 5 4);  t h e d estr u cti o n  of  l h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);  
t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  l h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2), t h e c h ur c h  
l o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  a n d  Isr a el t o b e  
m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 6 0: 1- 3);  t h e 
"r cstil uli o n  of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  b y  
t h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e l h e w orl d  
b e g a n "  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  It als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e n
t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  l o s al v ati o n.

T H E

D E S TI T U TI O N
J X TJ E R A L D

J L J L V ol.  8 2,  N o. 4

A pril,  M a y,  1 9 9 3

1 8 T h e  M ost  I m p ort a nt 
W o m e n  i n M y  Lif e  
J effr e y  Fl et c h er

5 T o  Li v e  wit h  C hrist
D ar c e y  D e m mitt

7 T h e  Pr o mis e  of  t h e S pirit
All o n  M a x\ ^ ell

4 Of  First  I m p ort a n c e
Mi c h a el  M attis o n

S U B S C RI P TI O N S

O n e  Y e ar,
T w o  Y e ars,
T hr e e  y e ars,

9 A  P ar a d e  Fit  f or a  Ki n g
St e v e  T a yl or

1 6 T h e  T o m b  of  t h e 
W ell- K n o w n  S ol di er  
H ollis  P artl o w e

1 5 G o d  M a nif est ati o n:  
A n  I ntr o d u cti o n 
D u n c a n  H e ast er

1 1 Tr a nsf or m e d  ... b y  t h e 
R e n e wi n g  of  Y o ur  Mi n d  
Ri c h ar d.  Al c u m br a c k



Of  First  I m p ort a n c e

W e  h a v e

s e c ur e.

T H E  R E S T mr n O N  H E R A L D 4

s
et er n al  s e c urit y  

o nl y  if w e  h ol d  

ti g ht t o w h at  i s 

et er n all y

O M E  I M P E N DI N G  E V E N T S  l o o m 
s o l ar g el y o n  t h e h ori z o n  t h at p er 
c e pti v e p e o pl e  k n o w  t h eir o c c ur 
r e n c e is i n e vit a bl e. Us u all y  s u c h  

m aj or  e v e nts  ar e  s o  m o m e nt o us  t h e y s et  t h e t o n e 
f or d e c a d es  aft er w ar ds.  S u c h  o utst a n di n g  p e o pl e  
or  e v e nts  i n t h eir r es p e cti v e fi el d bri n g  t o mi n d  
t al e nt e d artists, i n g e ni o us i n v e nt ors, t o w eri n g 
st at es m e n, a n d gr e at  dis c o v eri es.  S o m e  s et t h e 
st a g e  f or c e nt uri es,  li k e C ol u m b us *  dis c o v er y  or  
t h e A m eri c a n  R e v ol uti o n.  O nl y  o n e  s eri es of  
e v e nts  w as  s o p h e n o m e n al  it w as  f or es e e n t h o u
s a n ds of  y e ars  b ef or e h a n d  a n d  h ol ds  s w a y o v er  
p e o pl e  a n d  e v e nts  t h o us a n ds of  y e ars  aft er w ar ds.  
T his  is t h e d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  C hrist.

" C hrist di e d f or o ur  si ns a c c or di n g t o t h e 
S cri pt ur es,  a n d ... w as  r ais e d o n  t h e t hir d d a y  
a c c or di n g  t o t h e S cri pt ur es. "  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 3 b,  4.)  
W h y  d o es  P a ul  d e cl ar e  t h at t o b e  " of  first i m p or
t a n c e " ? ( V. 3 a.)  N ot  b e c a us e  it's a  f a ct, b e c a us e  
f a cts b y  t h e ms el v es ar e  m er el y  st atisti cs or  h ar d  
d at a.  A n d  n ot  si m pl y b e c a us e  it w as  a n  a m a zi n g  
pr e di cti o n,  or  e v e n  b e c a us e  it w as  a  di vi n e  pr o p h 
e c y. A  t hi n g of  pri m ar y  i m p ort a n c e m ust  b e  a  
f or c e t h at is vit al  t o o ur  o w n  li v es.

As  r e m ot e as  G ol g ot h a  is, its h a m m er  bl o ws  
still  e c h o  ar o u n d  t h e w orl d.  T o d a y's  si ns  ar e  still 
killi n g  J es us a n d  d estr o yi n g  t h e p e o pl e  " e nj o y-  
i n g " t h e m. C hrist  di e d  f or t o m orr o w's si ns as  
s ur el y as f or y est er d a y's.  H e  is r e b uri e d c o n
st a ntl y b y  s elfis h y u p pi es  a n d i n diff er e nt sl u g 
g ar ds  w h o  all  t hi n k H e's  irr el e v a nt. T o  t h e m, H e  
st a ys d e a d  t hr e e d a ys  or  t hr e e d e c a d es,  f ar p ast  
a n y  p ossi bilit y  of  b ei n g  r es us cit at e d as  a  f or c e t o 
c o nt e n d  wit h.  H e  n o  l o n g er is r e al t o t h e o n es  w h o  
t er mi n at e d Hi m  i n t h eir c o ns ci o us n ess.  B ut  still, 
a c c or di n g  t o t h e S cri pt ur es,  H e  r e a p p e ars u n e x 
p e ct e dl y  as a f or c e t h at r e a w a k e ns o ur  n u m b  
s e ns es a n d  s a v es us  or  j u d g es us.

It is f util e t o d e n y  t his. S o o n er  or  l at er, a  f or c e 
of  vit al  i m p ort a n c e will  m a k e  or  br e a k  a  p ers o n,  
d e p e n di n g  o n  w h et h er  h e  is ali g n e d wit h  it or  
a g ai nst  it. F or  e x a m pl e,  a  p ers o n  c a n  d e n y  t h at a  
p o or  di et  a n d  l a c k of  e x er cis e  will  aff e ct  hi m,  b ut  
li vi n g t h at w a y  will  d efi nit el y  t a k e its t oll. As  
a n ot h er  e x a m pl e,  a  p ers o n  c a n  b eli e v e  t h at li vi n g 
b e y o n d  his  m e a ns  will  n ot  h urt,  b ut  d efi cit  s p e n d 
i n g will  e v e nt u all y d estr o y  hi m  fi n a n ci all y. If

J es us  w as  kill e d  f or si n  b ut  o v er c a m e  d e at h,  d o n't  
y o u  t hi n k H e  c a m e  b a c k  t o h u nt  d o w n  a n d  eli mi 
n at e t his kill er ? H e  k n o ws  its s a v a g e c o ns e 
q u e n c es  first h a n d. W h e n  w e  als o  f e el t h e p ai n  a n d  
h o n or  of  s elfis h n ess, gr e e d,  cr u elt y,  or  disl o y 
alt y,  w e  ar e  r eli e v e d t o fi n d s o m e o n e li k e J es us 
w h o  c a m e  b a c k  t o lif e t o d estr o y  si n a n d  h e al  its 
r es ults.

I n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 1,  2,  P a ul  c all e d  t his t h e 
g o o d  n e ws  h e  w a nt e d  t h e m t o k n o w,  e v e n  tli o u g h 
h e' d  alr e a d y  pr e a c h e d  it t o t h e m. H e  s ai d t h e y 
st o o d i n it, b e c a us e  t h e y' d r e c ei v e d it. T o  st a n d  i n 
t h e g o o d  n e ws  a b o ut  J es us m e a ns  a  p ers o n  n o w  
b as es  his  v al u es,  dr e a ms,  a n d  e m oti o ns  o n  w h at  
h e  r e c ei v es fr o m J es us. P a ul  w e nt  o n  t o s a y t h e y 
ar e  s a v e d b y  it if t h e y h ol d  it f ast. H e  s ai d t h e y 
b eli e v e  i n v ai n  if t h e y d o n't  h ol d  it f ast (ti g ht). W e  
h a v e  et er n al  s e c urit y  o nl y  if w e  h ol d  ti g ht t o w h at  
is et er n all y  s e c ur e. T h e  p o w er  of  a r es urr e ct e d 
J es us is et er n all y  h ostil e  t o si n a n d  all  its c o ns e 
q u e n c es.  As  l o n g as  w e  cli n g  t o J es us  w e  c a n  h a.  
t h e ass ur a n c e  H e  will  g u ar d  o ur  mi n ds  a n d  b o di es  
a g ai nst  si n. H e  will  pr es er v e  us  t hr o u g h t h e at 
t a c ks of  ot h ers , si ns. A n d  H e  will  r es urr e ct us  
fr o m t h e d e at h  t hr o u g h w hi c h  H e  Hi ms elf  p ass e d.

O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  if w e  ar e  i n diff er e nt t o t h e 
p o w erf ul  str u g gl e b et w e n  J es us a n d si n b ei n g  
f o u g ht o v er  us,  w e  w o n't  st a n d i n t h e p o w er  of  
C hrist.  T h e  f a ct t h at H e's  ali v e  will  s e e m  ni c e  f or 
Hi m  a n d  His  fri e n ds, b ut  irr el e v a nt t o us.  M e a n 
w hil e,  w e  ar e pl a nti n g  o ur  f e et s oli dl y i n t h e 
gr o u n d  of  o ur  o w n  h u m a n  wis d o m  a n d  p o w er.  
T h at  s oil is d efi ci e nt  i n m a n y  vit al  n utri e nts  li k e 
l o v e, e n er g y,  p e a c e,  j o y, a n d  h o p e.  It is u nf ort u 
n at el y  c o nt a mi n at e d wit h  p ois o ns  H k e  r es e nt
m e nt,  t ur m oil, l a zi n ess, a n d  d es p air.  As  w e  ar e  
fl o o d e d b y t h e i nfl u e n c es of  o ur  c ult ur e a n d  
m e di a,  d e p osits  of  sli m y silt s ettl e i nt o o ur  s u b
c o ns ci o us  a n d  f urt h er c o nt a mi n at e  us.  C o n cl u d 
i n g t his ill ustr ati o n fr o m n at ur e,  w e  fi n all y pr o 
d u c e  fr uit i n o ur  li v es t h at's as  d a n g er o us  as  cr o ps  
t h at ar e  gr o wi n g  i n s oil c o nt a mi n at e d  b y  h a z ar d 
o us  c h e mi c als  or  r a di o a cti v e w ast e.

T h at's  w h y  J es us  h as  t o b e  si n's  m ort al  e n e m y.  
It kill e d  Hi m  p ers o n all y  o n c e,  a n d  H e  w o n't  l e L 
t h at h a p p e n  a g ai n!  W h et h er  w e  li k e it or  
ali v e  t o st a y. H e  o nl y  r e m ai n e d d e a d  t hr e e d a ys.  
T h at's  o v er.  H e  w as  a  s a crifi ci al l a m b o n c e,  b ut  is
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A
T h e  n at ur e  of  

et er n al  lif e h a s  

l e s s t o d o  wit h  

ti m e a n d  m or e  

t o d o  wit h  o ur  

r el ati o n s hi p wit h  

G o d.

b y  D ar c e y  D e m mitt  
B o o n e,  I o w a

pr es e nt  f or c e of  C hrist's  lif e w or ki n g  
a m o n g  t h e p e o pl e  of  t h eir w orl d,  w hi c h  is 
o b vi o usl y  o nl y  p ossi bl e  b e c a us e  H e  w as  
r ais e d t o et er n al  lif e. T o  t h e m, it's a  his 
t ori c al iss u e, n ot  o n e  of  vit al  i m p ort a n c e. 
P e o pl e  c ar e  m ostl y  a b o ut  t h e pr es e nt  a n d  
f ut ur e. If J es us d o es n't  aff e ct  or  c o ntr ol  
t h e pr es e nt  or  t h e f ut ur e, t h e n H e's  irr el e
v a nt.  If i n a ct u alit y  H e  c a n  tr a nsf or m a  
p ers o n's  e m oti o ns, f a mil y lif e, c ar e er  
eff e cti v e n ess,  a n d  e v e n  gr a nt  et er n al  lif e, 
H e  is e xtr e m el y  r el e v a nt!

B y  w a y  of  c o m p aris o n,  t o t h os e b or n  
aft er  W orl d  W ar  II, Hitl er  s e e ms irr el e
v a nt.  B ut  if h e  w er e  t o c o m e  b a c k  ali v e  
a n d  bri n g  al o n g  his  v a nis h e d  ar mi es  a n d  
t a n ks a n d  r o c k ets a n d  ar m  t h e m wit h  n u 
cl e ar  w e a p o ns,  h e  w o ul d  s u d d e nl y t a k e 
o n  ur g e nt  si g nifi c a n c e. E v er y o n e  i n t h e 
w orl d  w o ul d  ali g n  hi ms elf  wit h  or  a g ai nst  
hi m,  a n d h u n dr e ds  of  milli o ns  of  li v es 
w o ul d  b e  l osti n t h e str u g gl e  f or c o ntr ol  of  
t h e billi o ns.  T h os e  i n diff er e nt w o ul d  b e  
al m ost  as  us ef ul  t o hi m  as  his  alli es.

A n y o n e  i n diff er e nt t o C hrist  is q uit e

a n a v e n gi n gli o n  f or e v er. O nl y  t h os e w h o  
b el o n g  t o Hi m  will  b e  s af e fr o m Hi m  
w h e n  H e  r et ur ns i n gl or y.  It is n ot hi n g  

x ^j ers o n al,  y o u  s e e, b ut  H e  h as  t o d estr o y  
,i n— a n d t h er ef or e e v er yt hi n g  a n d e v e 

r y o n e c o nt a mi n at e d  b y  si n. H e  k n o ws  if 
H e  d o es n,t,  si n w o ul d  d estr o y  e v er y o n e  
H e  l o v es. I n t his m ort al  str u g gl e, H e  
s ust ai ns  y o ur  lif e p h ysi c all y  llb y  t h e w or d  
of  his  p o w er "  d ail y.  H e  h ol ds  b a c k  t h e 
r a v a g es of  si n  as  f ar as  p er missi bl e,  h o p 
i n g si n's d ail y  t oll will  al ar m  y o u  a n d  
bri n g  y o u  t o fi n d r ef u g e a n d  r est or ati o n i n 
Hi m.  Hisr es u n e cti o n  p o w er  t h e n is s h ar e d 
wit h  us!  His  cr u cifi xi o n p o w er  is o ur  
a bilit y  t o k n o w  o ur  si ns ar e  f or gi v e n. His  
r es urr e cti o n p o w er  is o ur  a bilit y  t o o v er 
c o m e,  t o s u c c e e d, t o li v e a n d l e ar n a n d  
gr o w  a n d m at ur e,  t o b e c o m e  eff e cti v e  
a n d  wis e  a n d  p o w erf ul.  P a ul  r e c ei v e d t his 
p o w er  t h at w as  of  first i m p ort a n c e t o hi m  
a n d b e c a m e  a n i nfl u e nti al l e a d er. T h e  
C ori nt hi a ns  r e c ei v e d it t o o. Will  y o u ?

T o  s o m e it's q u esti o n a bl e w h et h er  
J es us  w as  r ais e d. T h e y  ar e  u n a w ar e  of  t h e

d o w.  As  I m a d e  t h at l eft h a n d  t ur n i nt o t h e c e m e 
t er y, a  fl o o d of  q u esti o ns  fill e d t h e c ar.  " W h at is 
t his pl a c e ?  W h o  w er e  t h es e p e o pl e ?  Ar e  t h er e a n y  
c hil dr e n  h er e ?  H o w  di d  t h e y di e ?  O h,  li k e y o ur  
gr a n d m a ? "

M y  gr a n d m ot h er,  M ari e  N e m et h,  h a d  di e d  t h e 
pr e vi o us  C hrist m as,  a n d  t his w as  s o m et hi n g w e  
h a d  t al k e d a b o ut  oft e n.  I h a d  e x pl ai n e d  t o Britt a n y  
t h at e v e n t h o u g h m y  gr a n d m a  h a d  di e d,  G o d  
w o ul d  o n e  d a y  m a k e  h er  ali v e  a g ai n  a n d  w e  w o ul d  
all  b e  t o g et h er a g ai n.  Si n c e  s h e  w as  o nl y  f o ur a n d  
I a m  h er  m ot h er,  t his w as  s o m et hi n g  s h e  b eli e v e d  
u n q u esti o n a bl y.  T h er e  w er e  q u esti o ns  as  t o t h e 
p arti c ul ars  of  t h e w h ol e  aff air,  b ut  t h er e w as  n e v er  
a n y  d o u bt  as  t o t h e p ossi bilit y  of  w h at  I s ai d. It is 
t his a bs ol ut e  tr ust t h at is o ur  d o or w a y  t o f ait h. " 1 
t ell y o u  t h e tr ut h, u nl ess  y o u  c h a n g e  a n d  b e c o m e  
li k e littl e c hil dr e n,  y o u  will  n e v er  e nt er  t h e ki n g 
d o m  of  h e a v e n "  ( M att. 1 8: 3).  A n d  s o  it is as  G o d's

U T U M N  H A D  J U S T B E G U N  a n d  
w e  w er e  s p oil e d b y all t h e fi n e 
w e at h er.  It w as  still  o ur  h a bit  t o w al k  
t o t h e p ar k  a n y  ti m e w e  w a nt e d,  s o 

t h e c ol d fr o nt t o o k us  b y  s ur pris e. Aft er  sitti n g 
ar o u n d  t h e h o us e  f or a f e w mi n ut es  w o n d eri n g  
w h at  w e  c o ul d  d o,  I d e ci d e d  t o p e el  t h e girls  off  
t h e w alls  a n d  g o  f or a  dri v e.

If y o u * v e  e v er  b e e n  t o B o o n e,  I o w a, y o u'll  
k n o w  t h at t h e dri v e  t hr o u g h d o w nt o w n  t o o k 
a b o ut  t w o a n d  a  h alf  mi n ut es.  It's a  ni c e  littl e t o w n 
w h er e  cri m e  is al m ost  n e v er  a c o n c er n  a n d  t h e 
c ost  of  li vi n g is n't t o o hi g h,  b ut  a t hri vi n g m e 
tr o p olis it's n ot. N orisit a t o w n wr a p p e d  i n s c e ni c  
b e a ut y.  D es p er at e  f or a n yt hi n g  o ut  of  t h e or di 
n ar y,  I t ur n e d i nt o t h e c e m et er y.

U p  u ntil  t his ti m e t h e c ar  h a d  b e e n  f airl y q ui et.  
T h e  b a b y,  A n n a,  h a d  f all e n asl e e p  a n d  m y  f o ur 
y e ar  ol d,  Britt a n y,  w as  b us y  st ari n g o ut  t h e wi n 

h el pf ul  t o t his si nf ul w orl d.  As  l o n g as  
o n e  f e els n o  p ers o n al  t hr e at or  p ai n,  h e  is 
a w ar e  of  n o  e n e m y.  It is e as y  t o i g n or e t h e 
r e alit y of  si n  if o n e  is n ot  b ei n g  i m p a ct e d 
b y  its r es ults— r u g a d di cti o n, br o k e n  
h o m es,  s m as h e d dr e a ms. W h e n  t h es e 
d e v ast ati n g  t hi n gs d o  o c c ur,  a p ers o n  
b e gi ns  a  d es p er at e  s e ar c h f or s ol uti o ns. 
O nl y  w h e n  p e o pl e  b eli e v e  i n t h e r e alit y 
of  C hrist's  b ei n g  ali v e c a n t h e y h a v e  
a c c ess  t o His  s ol uti o ns.

B eli e vi n g  i nJ es us * r es urr e cti o n is y o ur  
o pti o n.  B ei n g  gi v e n  f or gi v e n ess, r el e as e 
fr o m pr ess ur e,  cl e a nsi n g,  a n d  et er n al  lif e 
is y o urs  fr e el y— at  His  o pti o n!  His  r es ur
r e cti o n w as  pr o of  t h at H e  is t h e S o n  of  
G o d.  Y o ur  r es urr e cti o n will  b e  pr o of  t h at 
y o u  h a d  b e c o m e  a  c hil d  of  G o d.  O n c e  y o u  
di d,  G o d's  p o w er  c o ul d  n ot  b e  r estr ai n e d 
o n  y o ur  b e h alf  n o w  or  i n t h e a g e  t o c o m e  
b e c a us e  J es us  w as  r ais e d t o gi v e  y o u  lif e 
a n d  all  t hi n gs t h at w er e  m e a nt  t o g o  wit h  
it.

H a p p y  E ast er!
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' M y Ut m ost  F or  His  Hi g h est  b y  Os w a ^
C h a m b ers,  p a g e  3 5 9.  、

2 I bi d., p a g e  1 4 8.

c hil dr e n  t h at w e  a p pr o a c h  His  W or d.
* *I  a m  t h e Li vi n g  O n e;  I w as  d e a d,  a n d  

b e h ol d  I a m  ali v e  f or e v er  a n d  e v er!  A n d  
I h ol d  t h e k e ys  of  d e at h  a n d  H a d es "  ( R e v. 
1: 1 8).  T his  h as  b e e n  pr o p h eti c all y  tr u e 
si n c e t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  ti m e b y  virt u e  of  
G o d's  o w n  w or ds.  " B ut G o d  r ais e d hi m  
fr o m t h e d e a d,  fr e ei n g hi m  fr o m t h e a g 
o n y  of  d e at h,  b e c a us e  it w as  i m p ossi bl e 
f or d e at h  t o k e e p  its h ol d  o n  hi m "  ( A cts 
2: 2 4).  Itis i m p ossi bl e f or G o d  t o n o z  c a n y  
o ut His  o w n  pl a n;  itis i m p ossi bl e f or G o d  
t o n ot  k e e p  His  pr o mis es.  '' B e c a us e G o d  
w a nt e d  t o m a k e  t h e u n c h a n gi n g  n at ur e  of  
his  p ur p os e  v er y  cl e ar  t o t h e h eirs  of  w h at  
w as  pr o mis e d,  h e  c o nfir m e d it wit h  a n  
o at h.  G o d  di d  t his s o t h at, b y  t w o u n 
c h a n g e a bl e t hi n gs i n w hi c h  it is i m p os
si bl e f or G o d  t o li e, w e  w h o  h a v e  fl e d t o 
t a k e h ol d  of  t h e h o p e  off er e d  t o us  m a y  b e  
gr e atl y  e n c o ur a g e d "  ( H e b. 6: 1 7, 1 8).  W e  
m a y  c h c xjs e t o d o u bt,  b ut  t h at d o es n't  
alt er t h e a bs ol ut e n ess of  G o d's  W or d.  
C hrist  s ai d/' T his is w h at  I t ol d y o u  w hil e  
I w as  still wit h  y o u:  E v er yt hi n g  m ust  b e  
f ulfill e d t h at is writt e n  a b o ut m e  i n t h e 
L a w  of  M os es,  t h e Pr o p h ets  a n d t h e 
Ps al ms ”  ( L u k e 2 4: 4 4).  C hrist  h a d  t o ris e 
fr o m t h e d e a d  b e c a us e  G o d  s ai d  H e  w o ul d.  
" T h er ef or e  m y  h e art  is gl a d  a n d  m y  t o n g u e 
r ej oi c es; m y  b o d y  als o  will  r est s e c ur e, 
b e c a us e  y o u  will  n ot  a b a n d o n  m e  t o t h e 
gr a v e,  n or  will  y o u  l et y o ur  H ol y  O n e  s e e 
d e c a y "  ( Ps a. 1 6: 9, 1 0).

" B y his  p o w er  G o d  r ais e d t h e L or d  
fr o m t h e d e a d,  a n d  h e  will  r ais e us  als o "  (1  
C or.  6: 1 4).  T his  is o ur  h o p e  a n d  t h e pr o m 
is e t o w hi c h  w e  cli n g.  If C hristis  n ot  ris e n 
fr o m t h e d e a d  t h e n n ot  o nl y  is o ur  f ait h 
m e a ni n gl ess  a n d  fr uitl ess, b ut  w e  ar e  still 
i n o ur  si n  a n d  h a v e  n o  h o p e  b ut  d e at h.  "If  
o nl y  f or t his lif e w e  h a v e  h o p e  i n C hrist,  
w e  ar e  t o b e  piti e d  m or e  t h a n all  m e n.  B ut  
C hrist  h as  i n d e e d b e e n  r ais e d fr o m t h e 
d e a d,  t h e firstfr uits of  t h os e w h o  h a v e  
f all e n asl e e p "  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 1 9,  2 0).  C hrist  
will  n ot  l e a v e us  b e hi n d.  If w e  ar e  G o d's 
c hil dr e n, "t h e n w e  ar e h eirs — h eirs  of  
G o d  a n d c o- h eirs  wit h  C hrist,  if i n d e e d 
w e  s h ar e  i n his  s uff eri n gs  i n or d er  t h at w e  
m a y  s h ar e i n his  gl or y "  ( R o m. 8: 1 7).  
C hrist  Hi ms elf  s ai d, " B e c a us e  I li v e, y o u 
als o  will  li v e " (J o h n 1 4: 1 9).  A n d  H e  i n
d e e d  li v es.

It m u  st  h a v e  b e e n  i n cr e di bl e a n d  fri g ht-

C hrist's  pr a y er,  ' Ri g ht e o us F at h er,  t h o u g h 
t h e w orl d  d o es  n ot k  n o w  y o u  , 1 k n o w  y o u , 
a n d  t h e y k n o w  t h at y o u  h a v e  s e nt m e.  I 
h a v e  m a d e  y o u  k n o w n  t o t h e m, a n d  wi.  
c o nti n u e  t o m a k e  y o u  k n o w n  i n or d er t h nr 
t h e l o v e y o u  h a v e  f or m e  m a y  b e  i n t h e m 
a n d  t h at I m ys elf  m a y  b e  i n t h e m " (J o h n 
1 7: 2 5, 2 6).  T hr o u g h  P a ul,  G o d  st at es  t his 
as  His  pl a n:  " F or  t h os e G o d  f or e k n e w h e  
als o  pr e d esti n e d  t o b e  c o nf or m e d t o t h e 
li k e n ess of  his  S o n,  t h at h e  mi g ht  b e  t h e 
first b or n a m o n g m a n y  br ot h ers "  ( R o m. 
8: 2 9).  W e  s h ar e t his g o al  wit h  P a ul:  " B ut  
w h at e v er  w as  t o m y  pr ofit  I n o w  c o nsi d er  
l oss f or t h e s a k e of  C hrist.  W h at  is m or e,  
I c o nsi d er  e v er yt hi n g  a  l oss c o m p ar e d  t o 
t h e s ur p assi n g  gr e at n ess  of k n o wi n g  C hrist  
J es us  m y  L or d,  f or w h os e  s a k e  I h a v e  l ost 
all  t hi n gs. I c o nsi d er  t h e m r u b bis h, t h at I 
m a y  g ai n  C hrist  a n d  b e  f o u n d i n hi m,  n ot  
h a vi n g  a ri g ht e o us n ess of  m y  o w n  t h at 
c o m es fr o m t h e l a w, b ut  t h at w hi c h  is 
t hr o u g h f ait h i n C hrist — t h e ri g ht e o us
n ess  t h at c o m es  fr o m G o d  a n d  is b y  f ait h. 
I w a nt  t o k n o w  C hrist  a n d  t h e p o w er  of his  
r es urr e cti o n a n d  t h e f ell o ws hi p of  s h ari n g  
i n his  s uff eri n gs,  b e c o mi n g  li k e hi mi n his  
d e at h,  a n d  s o, s o m e h o w, t o att ai n  t o t h e 
r es u n e cti o n fr o m t h e d e a d "  ( P hil. 3: ^  

1 1).
M o nt hs  aft er t h e c o n v ers ati o n wit h  

Britt a n y  i n t h e c e m et er y,  o ur  f a mil y w as  
dri vi n g  t o O hi o  t o att e n d  t h e f u n er al of h er  
gr a n df at h er,  D w ai n e  D e m mitt.  W h e n  t h e 
c o n v ers ati o n  t ur n e d t o h o w  m u c h  h e  w o ul d  
b e  miss e d,  Britt a n y  pr o vi d e d  s o m e  w or ds  
of  c o mf ort  t o h er  d a d d y.  S h e  s h ar e d wit h  
Al a n  h o w  J es us h a d  di e d  a n d t h e n w as  
r ais e d fr o m t h e d e a d  a n d t h at s o m e d a y  
J es us  w o ul d  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  w e  w o ul d  all  
s e e gr a n d p a  a g ai n.  It w as  a  c o mf ort  t o b e  
r e mi n d e d of  G o d's  tr ut hs c o n c er ni n g  t h e 
c ert ai nt y  of  t h e r es urr e cti o n. It w as  als o  a  
gr e at  c o mf ort as a p ar e nt  t o h e ar  m y  
d a u g ht er's  u n q u esti o ni n g  f ait h c o n c er n 
i n g G o d's  pr o mis es.

" L or d,  t o w h o m  s h all  w e  g o ?  Y o u  h a v e  
t h e w or ds  of  et er n al  lif e. W e  b eli e v e  a n d  
k n o w  t h at y o u  ar e  t h e H ol y  O n e  of  G o d "  
(J o h n 6: 6 9).

e ni n g t o h a v e  p h ysi c all y  s e e n t h e ris e n 
L or d.  W h at  a n  o v er w h el mi n g  e x p eri e n c e  
t o h a v e  b e e n  i n t h e r o o m w h e n  "J es us  
c a m e a n d st o o d a m o n g t h e m a n d s ai d, 
' P e a c e b e  wit h  y o u !' Aft er  h e  s ai d  t his, h e  
s h o w e d t h e m his  h a n ds  a n d  si d e.  T h e  dis 
ci pl es  w er e  o v erj o y e d  w h e n  t h e y s a w t h e 
L or d "  (J o h n 2 0: 1 9, 2 0).  W e  t o o, n ot  o nl y  
c a n,  b ut  m ust  st a n d f a c e t o f a c e wit h  t h e 
ris e n L or d.  A n d  " w h e n y o u  r e all y s e e 
J es us,  I d ef y  y o u  t o d o u bt  Hi m.  W h e n  H e  
s a ys— * L ei  n ot  y o ur  h e art  b e  tr o u bl e d, if 
y o u  s e e Hi m  I d ef y  y o u  t o tr o u bl e y o ur  
mi n d;  it is a  m or al  i m p ossi bilit y t o d o u bt  
w h e n  H e  is t h er e. E v er y  ti m e y o u  g et  i nt o 
p ers o n al  c o nt a ct wit h  J es us, His  w or ds  
ar e  r e al. ' M y p e a c e  I gi v e  u nt o  y o u' — it is 
a p e a c e  all o v er  fr o m t h e cr o w n of  t h e 
h e a d  t o t h e s ol e of  t h e f e et, a n  irr e pr ess
i bl e c o nfi d e n c e. * Y o ur  lif e is hi d  wit h  
C hrist  i n G o d ' a n d  t h e i m p ert ur b a bl e p e a c e  
of  J es us  C hrist  is i m p art e d t o y o u.' "

T h e  e arl y  a p ostl es  di d  h a v e  t h e a d v a n 
t a g e t h at " aft er  his  s uff eri n g, h e  s h o w e d 
hi ms elf  t o t h es e m e n  a n d g a v e  m a n y  
c o n vi n ci n g  pr o ofs  t h at h e  w as  ali v e "  ( A cts 
1: 3). Y et  w e  h a v e  ot h er  " c o n vi n ci n g  
pr o ofs "  of  o ur  o w n  t hr o u g h t h e o ut p o ur 
i n g of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  " W e  k n o w  t h at w e  
li v e i n hi m  a n d  h e  i n us,  b e c a us e  h e  h as  
gi v e n  us  of  his  S pirit "  ( 1 J o h n 4: 1 3).  
* * T h os e  w h o  o b e y  his  c o m m a n ds  li v e i n 
hi m,  a n d  h e  i n t h e m. A n d  t his is h o w  w e  
k n o w  t h at h e  li v es i n us: W e  k n o w  it b y  t h e 
S pirit  h e  g a v e  us "  ( 1 J o h n 3: 2 4).  “ T h e  
b a ptis m  of  t h e H ol y  G h ost  is n ot  a n  e x p e 
ri e n c e a p art fr o m J es us C hrist:  it is t h e 
e vi d e n c e  of  t h e as c e n d e d  C hrist.' * 2

E x p eri e n ci n g  t h e pr es e nt  lif e of  C hrist  
s h o ul d fill o ur  w h ol e  b ei n g.  N ot  o nl y  is it 
a  t esti m o n y t o us  a n d  t o t h os e ar o u n d  us  of  
t h e ris e n L or d,  b ut  it is t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  
et er n al  lif e. C hrist  s ai d,  " N o w  t his is et er 
n allif e:  T h at  t h e y m a y  k n o w  y o u,  t h e o nl y  
tr u e G o d,  a n d J es us C hrist,  w h o m  y o u  
h a v e  s e nt', (J o h n 1 7: 3).  T h e  n at ur e  of  
et er n al  lif e h as  l ess t o d o  wit h  ti m e a n d  
m or e  t o d o  wit h  o ur  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  
G o d.  If w e  ar e  t o b e  tr ul y c o m pl et e,  w e  
m ust  k n o w  G o d.  T his,  C hrist  s ai d, is 
et er n al  lif e. " T a k e  h ol d  of  t h e et er n al  lif e 
t o w hi c h  y o u  w er e  c all e d' *  ( 1 Ti m.  6: 1 2);  
t a k e h ol d  of  J es us.

O ur  p ur p os e  i n lif e is n ot  s elf-r e ali z a 
ti o n, b ut  t h e r e ali z ati o n of  C hrist.  T his  is
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N
T h e  S pirit  of

G o d  d o e s  n ot

b y  All o n  M a x w ell
H e at h m o nt,  Vi ct ori a,  A ustr ali a

g u ar a nt e e  u s  

i n st a nt 

i nf alli bilit y.

t h at w hi c h  P a ul  d es cri b es  as  h a vi n g  t h e o ut w ar d  
f or m of  C hristi a nit y,  b ut  d e n yi n g  its p o w er,  ( 2 
Ti m.  3: 5.)

O  O N E  C A N  R E A D  t h e G os p els  or  
t h e A cts  wit h o ut  r e ali zi n g t h at t h e 
pr e a c hi n g  of  t h e g os p el  i n t h e first 
c e nt ur y  o p e n e d  t h e d o or  t o a  r e v el a

ti o n of  t h e p o w er  of  G o d  i n a  w a y  w hi c h  is l ar g el y 
l a c ki n g i n t h e 2 0t h- c e nt ur y  c h ur c h.

T h e  mir a cl es  w hi c h  a c c o m p a ni e d  t h e pr e a c h 
i n g of  t h e g os p el,  b ot h  d e cl ar e d  G o d's  a p pr o v al  
of  t h e m ess a g e  a n d c o nfir m e d t h e tr ut h of  t h e 
cl ai m  t h at t h e C hrist  i n w h os e  n a m e  t h e m ess a g e  
w as  pr e a c h e d,  w as  i n d e e d ris e n fr o m t h e d e a d  a n d  
e x alt e d t o t h e p ositi o n  of  s u pr e m a c y at G o d's  
ri g ht h a n d.

O n e  of  t h e si g nifi c a nt pr o bl e ms  of  o ur  ti m e is 
t h at m ost  of  t h e c h ur c h  h as  d e v el o p e d  a  t h e ol o g y 
w hi c h  all o ws  it t o r e m ai n c o mf ort a bl e  wit h  its 
l a c k of  p o w er.  T his  t h e ol o g y, firstl y, e x pl ai ns  
a w a y  t h e pr es e nt  n e e d  f or s u c h p o w er  a n d,  s e c
o n dl y,  d e ni es  t h e p ossi bilit y  t h at gifts  of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit,  t hr o u g h w hi c h  t h e p o w er  is r e v e al e d, c a n  
still b e  pr es e nt  i n t h e c h ur c h  at  all.

T his  d e ni al  r ej e cts a n y  pr es e nt  r el e v a n c e f or 
t h os e m ar v el o us  el e m e nts  of  t h e g os p el  w hi c h  
e n a bl e  J es us t o r e v e al His  u n c h a n gi n g  c o m p as 
si o n  f or t h e d es p er at e.  It r ej e cts His  willi n g n ess  t o 
m e et  all  w h o  c o m e  t o Hi m,  fr o m t h e r es o ur c es of  
t h e u nli mit e d  p o w er  n o w  pl a c e d  i n His  h a n ds  b y  
G o d.  It t a k es a w a y  t h e h o p e  off er e d  i n t h e G os 
p els  of  m e eti n g  wit h  a  G o d  w h o  d o es  c ar e,  aft er  
all,  a b o ut  r es c ui n g t h os e w h o  ar e  o p pr ess e d  b y  
t h e d e vil,  ( A cts 1 0: 3 8.)  T h e  t hrilli n g e x p eri e nti al  
C hristi a nit y  of  t h e first c e nt ur y, wit h  its G o d 
gi v e n  g u ar a nt e e  of  a f ut ur e i n h erit a n c e ( E p h. 
1: 1 3,  1 4),  is r e pl a c e d b y  a  r eli gi o n i n w hi c h  t h e 
g u ar a nt e e  is n eit h er  off er e d  n or  p er mitt e d!

T his  is e m pt y  r eli gi o n, d a n g er o usl y  cl os e  t o

T h e  Pr o mis e  f or Us  T o d a y

I a m p ai nf ull y  a w ar e,  t hr o u g h h ar d  p ers o n al  
e x p eri e n c e,  t h at t h er e ar e  i n d e e d m a n y  f als e s pir 
its i n o ur  r eli gi o us w orl d  t h at ar e  n ot  fr o m G o d.  ( 1 
J o h n 4: 1.)

H o w e v er,  I a m  als o  c o n vi n c e d  b e y o n d  q u es 
ti o n t h at t h e pr o mis e  of  t h e gift  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit 
(J o h n 1 4: 1 5- 1 7)  w as  f or all tr u e f oll o w ers of  
J es us, i n all  pl a c es  a n d  all  ti m e. ( A cts 2: 3 4- 3 9.)  
T h e  pr o mis e  h as  b e e n  pr es er v e d  of  G o d  i n t h e 
G os p els  h a n d e d  d o w n  t o us  fr o m t h os e first- 
c e nt ur y  wit n ess es  w h o  wr ot e,  u n d er  i ns pir ati o n, 
a b o ut  t h e t hi n gs t h e y s a w  J es us  d o  a n d  h e ar d  Hi m  
s a y.

T h e  w or di n g  of  t h e pr o mis e  m a k es  it cl e ar  t h at 
it still r e m ai ns as  v ali d  t o d a y as  it w as  i n t h e first 
c e nt ur y.  It is as  m u c h  a  p art  of  t h e g os p el  f or t h e 
2 0t h  c e nt ur y  as  it w as  i n t h e first. If w e u n d erst a n d  
J es us  c orr e ctl y,  w e  n e e d  b ot h  t h e S pirit's  fr uit si d  
t h e S pirit's  p o w er  t o f ait hf ull y r e pr es e nt  C hrist  t o 
t h os e w h o  h e ar  t h e g os p el  fr o m us.

If w e  d o  r e c o g ni z e t h at p o w er  is l a c ki n g fr o m 
o ur  C hristi a n  e x p eri e n c e,  it is i m p ort a nt t h at w e  
d o  n ot  o v ersi m plif y  t h e s ol uti o n.  T h e  l a c k of  t h e 
S pirit's  p o w er  is o nl y  a  S Y M P T O M  of  a n ot h er  
m aj or  l a c k.

B ef or e  w e  pr es u m e  t o as k  f or a n y  gift  of  t h e 
H ol y  S pirit,  t h er e ar e  s o m e  h ar d  q u esti o ns  w hi c h  
w e  m ust  as k  o urs el v es.  W e  will  n e e d  t o b e  pr e 
p ar e d  t o w ait  as  l o n g as  it t a k es— u ntil  w e  ar e  s ur e 
b e y o n d  d o u bt  t h at w e  h a v e  f o u n d G o d's  a ns w ers  
t o t h os e q u esti o ns.  W e  will  n e e d  t o b e  t ot all y
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w e  c o nti n u e  t o as k  G o d  t o s p e a k cl e arl y  
t o us  a b o ut  o ur  si ns s o t h at w e  c a n  gr o w  
i n t h e gr a c e  a n d h oli n ess  w hi c h  ar e  t h e 
g o al  of  t his N e w  Lif e  w e  s a y w e  h a v e  
b e e n  gi v e n ?

Ar e  w e  c o m pr o mis e d  wit h  t h e w orl d ?  
Or  ar e  w e  s e p ar at e d  irr e v o c a bl y fr o m t his 
w orl d  b y  o ur  c o m mit m e nt t o r a di c al, 
c ostl y  o b e di e n c e  t o His  t e a c hi n g a b o ut  
t h e w a y  of  lif e t h at pl e as es  G o d ?

D o  w e  s h ar e t h e l o v e of  J es us f or t his 
l ost w orl d  of  o urs  t o t h e e xt e nt  t h at w e  ar e  
willi n g  t o t a k e u p  a n d  c arr y  a  r e al cr oss  
wit h  Hi m ?

J es us Is L or d

W h at  it a m o u nts  
l o o ki n g f or a n  " e x p eri e n c e,'

T o  T h e m  T h at  O b e y

O n e  ess e nti al  c o n diti o n  of  t h e pr o mis e  
w as  r el at e d t o o b e di e n c e  t o t h e t e a c hi n g 
of  J es us. (J o h n 1 4: 1 5,  1 6;  A cts  5: 3 2.)

T h e  l a c k of  t h e S pirit's  p o w er  i n o ur  
c h ur c h, or  i n us,  will  al m ost c ert ai nl y  
m e a n  t h at t h er e is s o m et hi n g i m p ort a nt 
missi n g  fr o m o ur  o b e di e n c e,  w hi c h  dis
q u alifi es  us  fr o m t h e pr o mis e.

W e  will  n e e d  t o g o  b ef or e  G o d  t o as k  
Hi m  t o r e v e al t o us  ( a n d c o n vi ct  us  t o t h e 
p oi nt of  G o dl y  s orr o w) t h os e vit al  
p ers o n al  tr ut hs a b o ut  si n, ri g ht e o us n ess, 
a n d j u d g m e nt (J o h n 1 6: 8- 1 1).  T his  is 
ess e nti al  t o o b e di e n c e;  w e  n e e d  t o l e ar n 
t his f or o urs el v es  b ef or e  w e  c a n  e x p e ct  
J es us t o c o nfir m a n yt hi n g w e  d ar e  t o 
pr e a c h  i n His  n a m e.

H as  o ur  b a ptis mi n  w at er  b e e n  f o u n d e d 
i n tr u e r e p e nt a n c e a n d  a h e art's  cr y  f or 
f or gi v e n ess a n d  a  cl e ar  c o ns ci e n c e ?  D o

h o n est b ef or e  G o d  t h at w e  ar e  pr e p ar e d  t o 
a c c e pt  t h os e a ns w ers a n d a ct o n  t h e m, 
w h at e v er  t h e p ers o n al  c ost  m a y  b e.  W e  
m ust  f a c e t h e r e alit y t h at t h e c ost  c a n  b e  
v er y  hi g h  i n d e e d.

T h e  l a c k of  t h e S pirit's  p o w er  i n o ur  
c h ur c h,  or  i n us,  mi g ht  m e a n  t h at w h at  w e  
pr e a c h  (if w e  pr e a c h  at  all !) is s o m et hi n g 
t h at J es us  is t ot all y u n willi n g  t o c o nfir m.  
( M ar k 1 6: 2 0.)

T h e  S pirit  of  G o d  d o es  n ot  g u ar a nt e e  
us  i nst a nt i nf alli bilit y. N or  d o es  it r eli e v e 
us  of  o ur  r es p o nsi bilit y f or c o nti n ui n g  
pr a y erf ul a n d o p e n- h e art e d  s e ar c h f or 
u n d erst a n di n g  of  Bi bl e  Tr ut h.  W e  will  
n e e d  t o g o  b ef or e  G o d  t o as k Hi m  t o 
r e v e al t o us  t h e tr ut h w hi c h  is t h e h e art  of  
t h e g os p el.  W e  will  n e e d  t o s p e n d  ti m e i n 
t h e W or d  of  G o d  t o all o w  G o d  t o q ui c k e n  
t h e tr ut h t o o ur  h e arts.

G o d's  e m p h asis  a n d  G o d's  pri oriti es  
f or tr ut h will  al  m ost  c ert ai nl y  b e  diff er e nt  
t o a n yt hi n g  w e  h a v e  i n h erit e d fr o m m e n  
w h o  d e n y  t h e r e al n e e d  f or t h e S pirit's  
p o w er  i n t h e c h ur c h. It j ust mi g ht  b e  
p ossi bl e  t h at w e  h a v e  b e e n  bli n d e d  b y  
',tr a diti o ns of  m e n. "  Tr a diti o n,  e v e n if 
tr u e, c a n  b e  e m p h asi z e d  at  t h e e x p e ns e  of  
ot h er  m or e  f u n d a m e nt al a n d ess e nti al  
tr ut h, wit h o ut  w hi c h  t h er e c a n  b e  n o  r e al 
f o u n d ati o n l ai d f or tr u e C hristi a n  f ait h.

D o  w e  r e all y d ar e  t o as k  G o d  t o s h o w 
us  w h at  it is t h at J es us  will  c o nfir m ?

W o ul d  w e  b e  c o nt e nt wit h  o n e  of  
t h os e "l ess er "  i n visi bl e gifts,  i n w hi c h  t h e 
l eft h a n d  will  n e v er  g et  t o k n o w  w h at  t h e 
ri g ht h a n d  h as  d o n e ? — gifts  s u c h  as  h el p-f  

i n g ( 1 C or.  1 2: 2 8),  or  gi vi n g  ai d,  or  e x 
t e n di n g a cts  of  m er c y  ( R o m. 1 2: 8),  all  of  
t h e m c o n c e al e d  fr o m t h e p u bli c  g a z e ?

All  of  t h es e * *l ess er,,  gifts  ar e  e q u all y  
w or ks  of  p o w er,  b y  t h e s a m e  H ol y  S pirit  
w hi c h  m o v es  m o u nt ai ns,  or  o p e ns  t h e 
e y es  of  t h e bli n d.  All  of  t h e m ar e  f ar m or e  
oft e n  n e e d e d  t h a n t h e m or e  s p e ct a c ul ar  
r e v el ati o ns of  t h e p o w er  of  G o d.

P er h a ps  w e  will  n e e d  t o r e d efi n e o ur  
u n d erst a n di n g  of  w h at  " p o w er "  r e all y is!

If w e  h a v e  fi x e d o ur  e y es  a n d  e g os  o n  
t h e s p e ct a c ul ar,  if w e  fi n d t h e l ess- visi bl e 
gifts  l ess e x citi n g  a n d  l ess s atisf yi n g,  w e  
ar e  n ot  y et  r e a d y f or a n y  r e al gifts  of  t h e 
H ol y  S pirit . . . a n d  w e  will  b e  o p e n  t o 
d e c e pti o n  fr o m t h e m a n y  f als e s pirits  t h at 
ar e  a br o a d  i n t h e c h ur c h  ar o u n d  us.

H o w  will  w e  r e c o g ni z e o ur  gift ?
W e  will  n e e d  t o b e  t ot all y o p e n  t o h e ar  

fr o m G o d  w h at  H e  r e all y w a nts  t o d o.  
Fr o m  t h at p oi nt  it n o  l o n g er d e p e n ds  o n  
o ur  h u m a n  a bilit y  t o h e ar,  b ut  o n  G o d's  
i nfi nit e a bilit y  t o c o m m u ni c at e  wit h  t h os e, 
w h os e  h e arts  ar e  p ur e,  a n d  w h o  ar e  will  J  
i n g t o h e ar  a n d  d o  w h at  H e  s a ys.

is t his. Ar e  w e  
or  ar e  w e  

s e e ki n g f or J es us t o b e  L or d  of  all o ur  
b ei n g ?  If J es us Hi ms elf  is missi n g  as  
L or d  of  lif e, t h er e c a n  b e  n o  r e al e x p eri 
e n c e  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  H o w e v er,  w h er e  
t h er e is tr u e s urr e n d er  t o J es us,  a n d  w h er e  
t h er e is r e al l o v e f or J es us―  n o u g h  l o v e 
t o l e a d us  i nt o lif e- c h a n gi n g o b e di e n c e  t o 
all  His  c o m m a n d m e nts — t h er e will  b e  n o  
l a c k of  t h e S pirit's  p o w er  f or a n yt hi n g  
t h at G o d  w a nts  t o d o.

I h a v e  s e e n r e al gifts  of  t h e S pirit  at  
w or k  i n t h e li v es of  t h os e w h o  h a v e  t his 
lif e- c h a n gi n g l o v e f or J es us,  a  l o v e f o u n d 
o nl y  i n a d e e pl y  h u m bli n g  p ers o n al  e n 
c o u nt er  wit h  Hi m  at  t h e cr oss.  T h eir  li v es 
b e ar  t h e fr uit of  r a di c al o b e di e n c e  i n a  
w a y  w hi c h  is r ar el y e n c o u nt er e d  i n t his 
g e n er ati o n.

A n y  gift  t h at I m a y  h a v e  s e e n a n d.  
b eli e v e  t o b e  v ali d  is t ot all y f o u n d e d 
t h at tr ut h.

T o  Gl orif y  J es us

W h y  d o  w e  w a nt  t his p o w er ?
Ar e  w e  pr e p ar e d  t o gl orif y  J es us al 

w a ys  a n d  n e v er  o urs el v es ?  D o  w e  w a nt  
p e o pl e  t o l o o k u p  t o us,  or  t o f all o n  t h eir 
k n e es  b ef or e  J es us ?

C a n  w e  b e  tr ust e d t o us e  w h at  w e  ar e  
gi v e n,  al w a ys o nl y  t o p oi nt  ot h ers  t o 
J es us a n d  n e v er  t o s atisf y o ur  o w n  s elf- 
i nt er est ? D o  w e  w a nt  t o b e  s er v e d ?  Or  ar e  
w e  willi n g  t o s er v e ?  D o  w e  w a nt  t o gi v e,  
or  t o r e c ei v e ?

Ar e  w e  willi n g  t o gi v e  u p  all  t h at w e  
h a v e ?  Or  d o  w e  w a nt  fi n a n ci al r e w ar ds ?

L et  us  b e  t ot all y h o n est  a b o ut  all  t his. 
W e  w o ul d  b e  b ett er  t o h a v e  n o  p o w er  at  
all  t h a n t o b e  wr o n g  a b o ut  o ur  m oti v es  i n 
a n y  of  t h es e t hi n gs.

C a n  w e  f a c e p ers e c uti o n  a n d r ej e c
ti o n ? If w e  d o  g et  t his ri g ht, p ers e c uti o n  
is g u ar a nt e e d,  p er h a ps  e v e n fr o m t h e 
fri e n ds of  a  lif eti m e; a n d  c ert ai nl y fr o m 
t h e c h ur c h  at  l ar g e w hi c h  l a b els o ur  dis
ti n cti v e A br a h a mi c  F ait h  as  h er es y.

If w e  ar e  e v er  t o e x p eri e n c e  r e al gifts  
of  t h e H ol y  S pirit,  w e  m ust  m a k e  l o v e o ur  
pri orit y — t h at Di vi n e  l o v e d es cri b e d  b y  
P a ul,  w hi c h  m ar ks  t h e i n d w elli n g pr es 
e n c e  of  G o d.  ( 1 C or.  1 3: 1- 8.)  O nl y  wit h  
t h at pri orit y  s ettl e d— wit h  all p ers o n al  
e g o,  pri d e,  a n d  a m biti o n  s et asi d e — ar e  
w e  e n c o ur a g e d  t o s e e k  gifts;  a n d  t h e n itis 
pr o p h e c y t h at P a ul  e n c o ur a g es, n ot  
t o n g u es! ( 1 C or.  1 4: 1.)

W o ul d  w e  b e  c o nt e nt  wit h  t h at s a m e 
gift  of  pr o p h e c y  ( a n d n o  m or e)  w hi c h  
w as  s e e ni n  J o h n  t h e B a ptist ? J o h n  w or k e d  
n o  mir a cl e.  F or  hi m  t h e p o w er  w as  i n t h e 
w or ds  t hr o u g h w hi c h  G o d  c o n vi ct e d  s o 
m a n y  of  t h eir n e e d  f or r e p e nt a n c e.
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T h e  tr a g e d y of  

J er u s al e m — a n d  

I sr a el— i s t h at 

t h e y mi s s e d  t h e 

Ki n g d o m  

o p p ort u nit y;  

t h e y'r e still  

a w aiti n g  t h e 

M e s si a h.

b y  P ast or  St e v e  T a yl or  
L af a y ett e,  I N

A L M  S U N D A Y  is a  c el e br ati o n  of  
t h e m ost  si g nifi c a nt p ar a d e  e v er.  
T h er e  h a v e  b e e n  m or e  el a b or at e  
p ar a d es  si n c e,  b ut  n o n e  m or e  i m p or

t a nt. T h e  si g nifi c a n c e  of  t his p ar a d e  is n ot  s o  m u c h  
w h at  it w as  i n its elf, b ut  w h at  it off er e d  a  gli m ps e  
of.  T h e  P al m  S u n d a y  p ar a d e  is n ot hi n g  l ess t h a n a  
s h a d o w of  t h e vi ct or y  p ar a d e  of  J es us w h e n  H e  
c o m es as Ki n g  of  t h e e v erl asti n g Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d.

T h e  pr o p h et  D a ni el  of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt,  
i ns pir e d b y  G o d  t o r e c or d a  ti m e li n e of  m aj or  
pr o p h e c y  e v e nts  l e a di n g u p  t o t h e est a blis h m e nt  
of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  wr ot e  a b o ut  t h e c o mi n g  
of  t h e S o n  of  G o d.  J es us f ulfill e d D a ni efs  ti m e
li n e t o t h e v er y  d a y  w h e n  H e  r o d e i nt o J er us al e m  
o n  a  d o n k e y  o n  P al m  S u n d a y!

N ot  o nl y  ar e  t h e e v e nts  of P al m  S u n d a y  i m p or
t a nt t o us  i n est a blis hi n g  t h at J es us is t h e S o n  of  
G o d,  t h e y als o c h all e n g e us  wit h  t w o gr e at  
t h o u g hts:

1.  P A L M  S U N D A Y  A F FI R M S  T H E  VI T A L  
T R U T H  O F  T H E  KI N G D O M  O F  G O D  O N  T H E  
E A R T H.

L u k e  1 9: 1 1  s a ys,  " W hil e  t h e y w er e  list e ni n g t o 
t his, h e  w e nt  o n  t o t ell t h e m a  p ar a bl e,  b e c a us e  h e  
w as  n e ar  J er us al e m  a n d  t h e p e o pl e  t h o u g ht t h at 
t h e ki n g d o m  of G o d  w as  g oi n g  t o a p p e ar  at  o n c e.''  
( E m p h asis a d d e d.)

As  J es us n e ar e d  J er us al e m o n  P al m  S u n d a y,  
t h e J e ws a nti ci p at e d  t h at H e  w o ul d  d o  w h at  t h e 
J e ws al w a ys  u n d erst o o d  a b o ut  t h e M essi a h:  t h at 
H e  w o ul d  c o m e i n vi ct or y  a n d o v ert hr o w  t h e 
pr es e nt  p oliti c al  s yst e m,  a n d  t h at H e  w o ul d  est a b 
lis h G o d's  et er n al  ki n g d o m  o n  e art h.

Alt h o u g h  t h e y u n d erst o o d  t h e ulti m at e  pl a n  of  
G o d,  t h e y mis u n d erst o o d  t h e s p e cifi c pl a n  of  
G o d — t h e s uff eri n g, d e at h,  b uri al,  r es u n e cti o n, 
a n d  as c e nsi o n  of  t h e S o n  of  G o d;  t h e c h ur c h  a g e;  
t h e vi ct ori o us  s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  t h e S o n  of  G o d;  
t h e r e w ar d of  t h e ri g ht e o us; a n d  t h e p u nis h m e nt  of

t h e wi c k e d.  All  of  t h es e ar e d es cri b e d i n t h e 
p ar a bl e  i n L u k e  1 9: 1 2- 2 7  w hi c h  l e a ds u p  t o t h e 
a c c o u nt  of  t h e e v e nts  of  P al m  S u n d a y.

F or  us,  t h e n, t o b est  a p pr e ci at e  t h e si g nifi c a n c e 
of  P al m  S u n d a y  w e  n e e d  t o g o  b a c k  t o t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  b a c k gr o u n d,  w hi c h  s er v es as a vit al  
b a c k dr o p  f or t h e e v e nts  of  P al m  S u n d a y.  T h e  P al m  
S u n d a y  a c c o u nt  i n M att h e w's  a n d  J o h n's  G os p els  
dir e ctl y  q u ot e  Z e c h ari a h  9,  t h us m a ki n g  t his a n  
i m p ort a nt pl a c e  t o b e gi n  o ur  Ol d  T est a m e nt  b a c k 
gr o u n d  st u d y.  Z e c h ari a h  9: 9, 1 0 b  st at es: *  " R ej oi c e  
gr e atl y,  O  D a u g ht er  of  Zi o n!  S h o ut,  D a u g ht er  of  
J er us al e m!  S e e,  y o ur  ki n g  c o m es  t o y o u,  ri g ht e o us 
a n d  h a vi n g  s al v ati o n,  g e ntl e  a n d  ri di n g o n  a  d o n 
k e y,  o n  a  c olt,  t h e f o al of  a  d o n k e y. ... H e  will  
pr o cl ai m  p e a c e  t o t h e n ati o ns.  His  r ul e  will  e xt e n d  
fr o m s e a  t o s e a  a n dfr o m  t h e Ri v er  i o t h e e n ds  of  t h e 
e art h!'  ( E m p h asis a d d e d.)  T h e  cl e ar  r ef er e n c e is t o 
a  vi ct or,s  p ar a d e  f or t h e M essi a h  f oll o w e d b y  His  
l e a d ers hi p o v er  t h e n ati o ns  of  t h e e art h.

Z e c h ari a h  f urt h er p ai nts a pi ct ur e  of  t h e 
M essi a h's  e art hl y  l e a d ers hi p i n 1 4: 4, 8, 9  w h e n  h e  
writ es:  l' O n t h at d a y  his  f e et will  st a n d o n  t h e 
M o u nt  of  Oli v es,  e ast  of  J er us al e m,  a n d  t h e M o u nt  
of  Oli v es  will  b e  s plit i n t w o fr o m e ast  t o w est,  
f or mi n g a  gr e at  v all e y,  wit h  h alf  of  t h e m o u nt ai n  
m o vi n g  n ort h  a n d  h alf  m o vi n g  s o ut h. . .. O n t h at 
d a y  li vi n g w at er  will  fl o w o u  t fr o m J er us al e m,  h alf  
t o t h e e ast er n  s e a a n d  h alf  t o t h e w est er n  s e a, i n 
s u m m er  a n d  i n wi nt er.  T h e  L o r d  will  b e  ki n g  o v er  
t h e w h ol e  e art h. O n  t h at d a y  t h er e will  b e  o n e  
L o r d , a n d  his  n a m e  t h e o nl y  n a m e. * *  ( E m p h asis 
a d d e d.)  T h e  J e ws a nti ci p at e d  t his e v e nt  t o b e  i n
s e p ar a bl y j oi n e d wit h  t h e P al m  S u n d a y  e v e nt,  
e arli er  d es cri b e d  b y  Z e c h ari a h.  T h e y  h a d  f ail e d t o 
i n cl u d e Is ai a h's pi ct ur e  of  M essi a h  as  a  s uff eri n g  
s er v a nt,  a n d  t h er ef or e t h e y miss e d  t h e tr ut h of  t h e 
t w o a p p e ar a n c es  of  t h e M essi a h — o n e  as  s uff eri n g 
s er v a nt, a n d  a  s e c o n d as  c o n q u eri n g  ki n g.

Wit h  hi g h  h o p es  a n d  a nti ci p ati o n  of  t h e f ulfill
m e nt  of  Z e c h ari a h's  pr o p h e ci es,  it is littl e w o n d er

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D



B o o k  R e vi e w

P.  O.  B o x  9 0 8,  B ell m a wr,  NJ  0 8 0 3 1  ( 2 2 5 p p.,  s oft c o v er,  $ 5. 9 5)

T H E  R E S TI T U n O N  H E R A L D A P RI L,  M A Y,  1 9 9 31 0

T his  b o o k  is writt e n  i n e as y-t o- u n d er-  
st a n d n o nt e c h ni c al  l a n g u a g e a n d w o ul d  
b e  b e n efi ci al  t o l a y p e o pl e,  p ast ors,  a n d  
st u d e nts. Dr.  S h o w ers  e x pl or es  t h e diff er 
e n c e  b et w e e n  t h e pr e mill e n ni al,  a  mill e n 
ni al, a n d p ost mill e n ni al  vi e ws  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d pr es e nts  a s oli d 
bi bli c al  c as e  f or t h e pr e mill er mi al  s yst e m 
of  t h e ol o g y. R e a d ers  of  T h e  H e r a l d  will  
a p pr e ci at e  his  k e e n  i nsi g ht i nt o t h e pr o 
p h eti c  f ut ur e as  w ell  as  his  cl e ar  e x pl a n a 
ti o n of  t h e c o v e n a nts  of  t h e Bi bl e.

I n f a ct S h o w ers  d e v ot es  f o ur c h a pt ers  
t o w h at  h e  c alls  a n  e x  a mi n ati o n  a n d  e v al u 
ati o n  of  c o v e n a nt  t h e ol o g y as  c o m p ar e d  t o 
dis p e ns ati o n al  t h e ol o g y. His  c o n cl usi o n  
is f air a n d  u n bi as e d,  b ut  it is cl e ar  t h at h e  
i d e ntifi es wit h  t h e l att er.

I n t h e c h a pt er o n " T h e A br a h a mi c  
C o v e n a nt "  h e  writ es:  ' T h es e t w o s yst e ms 
fr e q u e ntl y diff er  fr o m e a c h  ot h er  i n t h eir 
a p pr o a c h es t o t h e m aj or  bi bli c al  c o v e 
n a nts.  T h es e  diff er e n c es  ar e si g nifi c a nt, 
f or t h e y l e a d t o c o ntr asti n g vi e ws  c o n 
c er ni n g  t h e mill e n ni u m  or  f ut ur e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  f or et ol d i n t h e S cri pt ur es.

T h es e  diff er e n c es  ar e  si g nifi c a nt f or a n 
ot h er  r e as o n: T h e y  l e a d t o c o ntr asti n g  
vi e ws  r e g ar di n g t h e p er m a n e nt  e xist e n c e  
of  Isr a el as  a  n ati o n  a n d  Isr a el's p er m a 
n e nt  o w n ers hi p  of  t h e pr o mis e d  l a n d.... 
T h e  a p pr o a c h  w hi c h  o n e  t a k es t o t h es e 
c o v e n a nts  is m ost  cr u ci al "  ( p. 5 5).

I n t h e c h a pt er,  ' Disti n cti o ns i n t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  C o n c e pt  i n t h e S cri pt ur es/ *  
t h e a u  t h or pr es e nts  t hr e e s u c h  disti  n cti o ns.

First,  t h er e is a  disti n cti o n  of  ti m e. S o m e  
s cri pt ur es  pr es e nt  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  as  
a n  e ntit y alr e a d y  i n e xist e n c e  fr o m l o n g 
a g o:  " T h e  L o r d  h at h  pr e p ar e d  his  t hr o n e 
i n t h e h e a v e ns  a n d his  ki n g d o m  r ul et h 
o v er  all "  ( Ps a. 1 0 3: 1 9;  cf.  L a m  5: 1 9).

B y  c o ntr ast ot h er  s cri pt ur es i n di c at e 
t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is t o c o m e  i n t h e 
f ut ur e; it is n ot  h er e  y et  ( D a n. 2: 4 4).

S e c o n d,  a c c or di n g  t o S h o w ers,  t h er e is 
a disti n cti o n  of  s c o p e. S o m e  s cri pt ur es 
pr es e nt  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  as b ei n g  
u ni v ers al  i n s c o p e. It h as  t h e e ntir e  u ni 
v ers e  as its r e al m. ' T h o u r ei g n et h o v er  
all M  ( 1 C hr o n.  2 9: 1 1, 1 2).

B y  c o ntr ast, ot h er  s cri pt ur es pr es e nt

t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  as  b ei n g  e art hl y  i n 
s c o p e.lt  h as  j ust t h e e art h  as  its r e al m. T h e  
st o n e of  D a ni el  2  fill e d t h e w h ol e  e art h.

T h e  t hir d disti n cti o n  i n t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  c o n c e pt  is a d mi nistr ati o n.  S o m e  s cri p
t ur es pr es e nt  t h e Ki n g d o m  as  b ei n g  G o d,s  
r ul e a d mi nist er e d  dir e ctl y  b y  Hi m  o v er  
a n y  or  all  p arts  of  t h e u ni v ers e.

B y  c o ntr ast, S h o w ers  f urt h er ass erts  
t h at ot h er  s cri pt ur es  pr es e nt  t h e Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d  as  b ei n g  G o d's  r ul e a d mi nist er e d  
i n dir e ctl y t hr o u g h a  h u m a n  m e di at or  j ust 
o v er  t h e e art h.  D a ni el  2  a n d  7  d es cri b e  a n  
e art hl y  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  i n w hi c h  G o d's  
r ul e is a d mi nist er e d  i n dir e ctl y t hr o u g h a  
h u m a n  m e di at or,  t h e S o n  of  M a n,  w h o  
c o m es  wit h  t h e cl o u ds  of  h e a v e n.

All  w h o  h a v e  a n  i nt er est i n t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  will  a p pr e ci at e S h o w ers *  
w or k.  N e arl y  all  pr e mill e n ari a ns,  i n cl u d
i n g o ur  r e a d ers hi p, will  r ej oi c e i n T h er e  
R e all y  Is a  Diff er e n c e.

T w o  c o pi es of  T h er e  R e all y is a  
Diff er e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  d o n at e d  t o Atl a m g  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e  Li br ar y.  *

― e vi e w e d  b y  H ollis  P artl o w e.

Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  t h at c a n  b e gi n  i n y o ur  
h e art  t o d a y, a n d w hi c h  will  e v e nt u all y  
c o v er  t h e w h ol e  e art h.

S e c o n d  C ori nt hi a ns  6: 2  s a ys, " N o w  <  | 
t h e li m e of  G o d's  f a v or, n o w  is t h e d a y  of  
s al v ati o n. "

W e  f a c e t h e s a m e  c h oi c e  t h at t h e J e ws 
di d  2, 0 0 0  y e ars  a g o,  t h e s a m e c h oi c e  t h at 
e v er y p ers o n of  e v er y ti m e f a c es— t o 
a c c e pt  or  r ej e ct J es us. R ej e cti o n  will  l e a d 
t o u nt ol d  s uff eri n g; a c c e pt a n c e t o i n d e
s cri b a bl e  j o y a n d  p e a c e.

A  ki n g  s e at e d o n  a  d o n k e y  is a  pi ct ur e  
of  p e a c e,  a n d  t his is w h at  J es us off ers  t o 
us:  " P e a c e I l e a v e wit h  y o u;  m y  p e a c e  I 
gi v e  t o y o u.  I d o  n ot  gi v e  t o y o u  as  t h e 
w orl d  gi v es "  (J o h n 1 4: 2 7).

W h at  is y o ur  a ns w er  t o t h e Ki n g ?  Will  
y o ur ej e ct Hi m ast h eJ e ws di d 2, 0 0 0 y e ars  
a g o,  or  will  y o u  a c c e pt  Hi m  a n d  l et His  
Ki n g d o m  b e gi n  t o r ul e i n y o ur  lif e t o d a y ?

a g ai nst  y o u  a n d  e n cir cl e  y o u  a n d  h e m  y o u  
i n o n  e v er y  si d e.  T h e y  will  d as h  y o u  t o t h e 
gr o u n d,  y o u  a n d  t h e c hil dr e n  wit hi n  y o ur  
w alls.  T h e y  will  n ot  l e a v e o n e  st o n e o n  
a n ot h er, b e c a us e  y o u  di d  n ot  r e c o g ni z e 
t h e ti m e of  G o d's  c o mi n g  t o y o u.' "

T h e  tr a g e d y of  J er us al e m — a n d Is
r a el— is t h at t h e y miss e d  t h e Ki n g d o m  
o p p ort u nit y;  t h e y'r e still a w aiti n g t h e 
M essi a h.  A n d  t h eir s e ar c h f or M essi a h  
will  n ot  b e  c o m pl et e u ntil t h e t erri bl e 
e v e nts  of  t h e l ast 3  1/ 2  y e ars  of  t his a g e  
fi n all y t ur n t h eir att e nti o n  t o t h e o n e  w h o  
w as  ri g htf ul Ki n g  o n  t h at P al m  S u n d a y  s o 
l o n g a g o. T h eir  r ej e cti o n h as  l e d— a n d  
will  l e a d— t o t erri bl e s uff eri n g a n d  gri ef.

A c c e pt a n c e  or  r ej e cti o n— w e  h a v e  t h e 
s a m e Ki n g d o m  o p p ort u nit y  t o d a y. P al m  
S u n d a y  r e mi n ds us  t h at J es us pr es e nts  
Hi ms elf  t o all t h e w orl d  as  M essi a h  a n d  
S a vi or.  H e  is t h e Ki n g  of  t h e c o mi n g

t h at t h e J e wis h p e o pl e  pr es e nt  t h at d a y  
l o u dl y s h o ut e d, " H os a n n a! M  ( S a v e us  
n o w!)  T h eir  e nt h usi asti c  cri es  a mi dst  t h e 
str e w n p al m  br a n c h es  w er e  fitti n g s y m
b ols  a n d  e x pr essi o ns  of  a  p e o pl e  t h at a n 
ti ci p at e d t h e c o mi n g of  t h e M essi a h  t o 
est a blis h  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  e art h.  
As  t h es e e v e nts  g a v e  gr e at  e x cit e m e nt  t o 
t h os e w h o  a nti ci p at e d  t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  t o t h e e art h,  s o it d o es  f or us  
t o d a y.

2.  P A L M  S U N D A Y  P R E S E N T S  U S  
WI T H  T H E  KI N G D O M  O P P O R T U 
NI T Y  T O D A Y.

L u k e  1 9: 4 1- 4 4  s a ys/' As  h e  a p pr o a c h e d  
J er us al e m  a n d  s a w t h e cit y,  h e  w e pt  o v er  
it a n d s ai d, *If  y o u,  e v e n  y o u,  h a d  o nl y  
k n o w n  o n  t his d a y  w h at  w o ul d  bri n g  y o u  
p e a c e — b ut  n o w  it is hi d d e n  fr o m y o ur  
e y es.  T h e  d a ys  will  c o m e  u p o n  y o u  w h e n  
y o ur  e n e mi es  will  b uil d  a n  e m b a n k m e nt

T h er e  R e all y  Is a  Diff er e n c e  
( A C o m p aris o n  of C o v e n a nt  a n d  Dis p e ns ati o n al  T h e ol o g y)  

b y  R e n al d  E.  S h o w ers,  T h e  Fri e n ds  of  Isr a el

scope.lt
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d e sir o u s  or  

s ati sfi e d  t o 

m er el y  m a k e  

^) ut w ar d  

^ c o s m eti c"  

c h a n g e s  t o o ur  

li v e s.

O D  I N T E N D S f or e v er y  C hristi a n  
t o b e  tr a nsf or m e d b y  t h e r e n e wi n g 
of  t h eir mi n ds.  I n t his s eri es of  ar 
ti cl es w e  will  e x a mi n e  e x a ctl y  h o w  

t his pr o c ess  of  r e n e w al t a k es pl a c e  i n t h e h e art  of  
t h e b eli e v er.

b y  P ast or  Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k  
M a c o m b,  I L

Wit h  G o d  All  T hi n gs  Ar e  P ossi bl e

"It  s ur el y is n ot  G o d's  f a ult. It m ust  b e  mi n e, "  
t h e n e w  b eli e v er  r e as o ns. "If  o nl y  I h a d  m or e

T h e  F ail e d  Missi o n

E v er y  tr u e C hristi a n  h as  s h ar e d t h e s a m e  
e x p eri e n c e.  T h e  i n vit ati o n t o f oll o w J es us  C hrist  
w as  a c c e pt e d w h ol e h e art e dl y.  A  d esir e  t o b e  
o b e di e nt  i n all  t hi n gs, t o b e  a  tr u e dis ci pl e  w as  
h e art  d e e p  a n d g e n ui n e.  T h e  e x p e ct ati o n t h at 
pr e c e d e d  b a ptis m  w as  t h at of  vi ct or y  a n d  c o m 
pl et e  tr a nsf or m ati o n. * *If  a n y o n e  is i n C hrist  h e  is 
a n e w  cr e ati o n; t h e ol d  h as  g o n e,  t h e n e w  h as  
c o m e! "  ( 2 C or.  5: 1 7.)  T his  fr es h st art o n  a  n e w  
lif e w as  b ot h  a  l o n gi n g a n d  a n  e x p e ct ati o n.  P ut 
ti n g t h e h a n d  t o t h e pl o w  a n d  l o o ki n g b a c k  w as  
t h e f art h est t hi n g fr o m t h e mi n d.  E x p e ct ati o ns  
a n d  e x cit e m e nt  r a n hi g h,  f or it w as  ass u m e d  t h at 
b a ptis m  w o ul d  bri n g  i m m e di at e vi ct or y  o v er  
si nf ul t e n d e n ci es a n d  h a bits.  It w as  h o p e d  t h at 
t h e dri v es  of  t e m pt ati o n w o ul d  n o  l o n g er s urf a c e. 
Aft er  all,  t h e ol d  w a ys  h a d  g o n e,  a n d  t h e n e w  h a d  
c o m e.  Wit h  s u c h hi g h  e x p e ct ati o ns,  s u c h g e n u 
i n e z e al f or t h e L or d  i n t h e h e arts  of  n e w  c o n 
v erts,  w h y  d o  s o m a n y  f all a w a y  fr o m t h e L or d ?  
W h y  d o  s o m a n y  of  t h os e w h o  d o  n ot  f all a w a y  
a b a n d o n  t h os e hi g h  i d e als a n d  l o n gi n gs ?

f ait h. " T h e  b eli e v er  m a y  q u esti o n  t h e si n c erit y  of  
his  f ait h, t h e g e n ui n e n ess  of  his  c o n v ersi o n,  t h e 
tr u e d esir es  of  his  h e art.  H e  m a y  q u esti o n  his  
b a ptis m,  his  c h ur c h,  t h e tr ut hf ul n ess of  t h e S cri p 
t ur es, or  e v e n  t h e p o w er  of  G o d.  Dis a p p oi nt m e nt  
s ets i n. I r e c e ntl y h e ar d  of  a  m a n  w h o  w as  b a p 
ti z e d i n f o ur diff er e nt  c h ur c h es,  f ull y e x p e cti n g  
a n  i nst a nt a n e o us c h a n g e  t h at a c c o m p a ni es  tr u e 
c o n v ersi o n.  B ut  t e m pt ati o n a n d  w e a k n ess  c o n 
ti n u e d a n d  fi n all y h e  g a v e  u p  o n  t h e tr ut hf ul n ess 
of  t h e m ess a g e  a n d  t h e p o w er  of  G o d  t o tr ul y s a v e 
fr o m si n.

P er h a ps  t h e c h ur c h  is p arti all y  t o bl a m e,  f or w e  
p a y  gr e at  att e nti o n  t o c o v eri n g  all  t h e b as es  n e c 
ess ar y  t o b eli e vi n g  a n d  r e c ei vi n g J es us  C hrist  as  
S a vi or.  B eli ef,  r e p e nt a n c e, a n d  b a ptis m  ar e  vit al  
p arts  of  t h e g os p el  m ess a g e  i m p art e d t o p ot e nti al  
b eli e v ers.  B ut  t o o oft e n  w e  f ail t o i nstr u ct c o n 
v erts  o n  w h at  t h e y mi g ht  e x p e ct  w h e n  t h e y gi v e  
t h eir lif e t o t h e L or d.  M ost  e x p e ct  t h at a  vi ct ori 
o us  lif e will  i m m e di at el y b e  wit hi n  t h eir gr as p,  
t h at t h e y will  b e  t h e n e xt  p ers o n  wit h  a  w o n d erf ul 
t esti m o n y of  h o w  t h e L or d  mir a c ul o usl y  a n d 
i nst a nt a n e o usl y c h a n g e d  t h eir li v es. P er h a ps  t h e 
c h ur c h  is g uilt y  of  n ot  pr e p ari n g  c o n v erts  f or a  
lif eti m e of  tr u e dis ci pl es hi p.

T h e  C h a n g e  C o m es  Fr o m  Wit hi n

T h e  lif est yl e of  a  tr u e dis ci pl e  of  J es us C hrist  
is a  f ar cr y  fr o m t h e lif est yl e of  t h e p ers o n  w h o  
d o es  n ot  att e m pt  t o f oll o w t h e L or d.  T h at  diff er 
e n c e  will  b e  o bs er v e d  i n o ut w ar d  e vi d e n c es,  b ut  
t h e tr u e c h a n g e  li es f ar b e n e at h  t h e s urf a c e. A  
n e w  C hristi a n  will  b e  t e m pt e d t o si m pl y  f oll o w a

.b y  t h e 
R e n e wi n g  of  Y o ur  Mi n d
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T h e  d e v el o p m e nt 
of  G o dl y  c h ar a ct er  
i s a  pr o c e s s  t h at 
will  l a st o ur  e ntir e  

li v e s.

A  Lif eti m e  Pr oj e ct

W e  m a y  t hi n k of  it li k e a n  ol d  h o us e  
w hi c h  is p ur c h as e d  b y  n e w  o w n ers  i nt e nt 
o n  c o m pl et el y  r e n o v ati n g t o r efl e ct t h eir 
o w n  t ast es. T h e y  m a y  b e gi n  o n  t h e e xt e 
ri or of  t h e str u ct ur e, m a ki n g  c h a n g es  
w hi c h  ar e  cl e arl y  visi bl e  t o all  t h e n ei g h 
b ors.  As  t h e s c aff ol ds g o  u p  a n d  w or k 
m e n  a p p e ar  o n  t h e j o b sit e it will  b e  o b 
vi o us  t h at t h e h o m e  is u n d er  n e w  o w n er 
s hi p, a n d t h e n e w  o w n ers  h a v e  a cl e ar  
o bj e cti v e  t o m a k e  s o m e  c h a n g es.  A  fr es h 
c o at  of  p ai nt  m a y  m a k e  t h e h o us e  a p p e ar

n e w  c o d e  of  c o n d u ct,  t o a d h er e  t o a  n e w  
s et of  c o m m a n d m e nts.  T h es e  will  pr o 
d u c e  o ut w ar dl y  o bs er v a bl e  c h a n g es i n 
t h e b eli e v er's  lif e. B ut  tr u e c o n v ersi o n  
d o es  n ot  b e gi n  o ut w ar dl y.  It b e gi ns  wit h  
b eli ef  i n t h e h e art,  a  c h a n g e  at  t h e c or e  of  
m a n's  b ei n g.  It *s a n  i n w ar d c h a n g e  i n t h e 
w a y  w e  t hi n k, o ur  d e e p er  m oti v es,  o ur  at 
tit u d es a n d p er c e pti o ns.  T h es e  i n n er 
c h a n g es  b e c o m e  t h e s o ur c e f or o ut w ar d  
c h a n g es.  I n ot h er  w or ds,  b ei n g  a  dis ci pl e  
of  J es us C hrist  is m u c h  m or e  t h a n " a ct 
i n g " li k e C hrist.  It is t o u b e  li k e " C hrist.

W h e n  a p ers o n  b eli e v es  o n  t h e L or d  
J es us C hrist,  r e p e nts of  his  si ns, a n d is 
b a pti z e d  i nt o C hrist  h e  r e c ei v es t h e " gift  
of  G o d's  S pirit "  ( A cts 2: 3 8).  T h e  S pirit  
of  G o d  t a k es u p  r esi d e n c e i n t h e b eli e v er,s  
h e art,  a n d  b e gi ns  t h e pr o c ess  of  tr a nsf or
m ati o n,  wit h  t h e g o al  of  tr a nsf or mi n g us  
t o a ct u all y  b e c o m e  C hristli k e  (s e e G al.  
5: 2 2, 2 3).  S o m e  c h a n g es  will  b e  i m m e di
at e a n d  l asti n g, a n d e vi d e nt  o ut w ar dl y,  
s u c h as  att e n di n g  c h ur c h  s er vi c es, r e a d
i n g t h e Bi bl e,  a n d  s p e n di n g  ti m e i n pr a y er.  
B ut  it is i m p ort a nt t o r e m e m b er t h at t h e 
c h a n g es pr o d u c e d  b y  G o d's  S pirit  ar e  
al w a ys  g e n ui n e,  b e gi n ni n g  d e e p  wit hi n  
t h e p ers o n.  T h e y  will  aff e ct  p ers o n alit y  
a n d  attit u d es.  W e  will  " b e  li k e " C hrist  i n
w ar dl y  r at h er t h a n m er el y  " a cti n g li k e " 
C hrist  o ut w ar dl y.  L et  us  n ot  b e  d e c ei v e d  
i nt o t hi n ki n g t h at s u c h a  c h a n g e  is p os
si bl e o v er ni g ht,  n o  m att er  h o w  p o w erf ul  
or  mir a c ul o us  t h e c o n v ersi o n  e x p eri e n c e  
a p p e ars  t o b e.  At  c o n v ersi o n  t h e pr o c ess  
of  tr a nsf or m ati o n b e gi ns,  a n d it will  
c o nti n u e  e v er y  d a y  w e  li v e, pr o vi d e d  w e  
d esir e  t o " b e c o m e m at ur e,  att ai ni n g  t o 
t h e w h ol e  m e as ur e  of  t h e f ull n ess of  
C hrisf'  ( E p h. 4: 1 3).

n e w,  b ut  if t h e b o ar ds  u n d er n e at h  ar e  
r ott e n a n d  i n n e e d  of  r e p air, a n d  t h e ol d  
p ai nt  is p e eli n g,  pr e p ar ati o n  f or t h at n e w  
p ai nt  will  b e  q uit e  ti m e c o ns u mi n g.  T o  
r e n o v at e a n ol d er  h o m e  is a tr e m e n
d o usl y  c o ns u mi n g  pr oj e ct.  It will  t a k e 
n ot  d a ys  or  w e e ks,  b ut  m o nt hs  t o a c c o m 
plis h.  It will  r e q uir e a gr e at  a m o u nt  of  
fi n a n ci al e x p e n dit ur e, a n d p er h a ps  a n  
e v e n  gr e at er  a m o u nt  of  d et er mi n ati o n  t o 
c o m pl et e  t h e pr oj e ct.  A  n e w  h o m e  c a n  
s o m eti m es  b e  p ut  u p  i n a  m att er  of  d a ys,  
b ut  r est or ati o n of  a n  ol d er  h o m e  r e q uir es 
m u c h  gr e at er  eff ort  b e c a us e  t h e w or k ers  
c a n n ot  si m pl y  f o c us o n  b uil di n g,  b ut  als o  
o n  r e p airi n g t h e ol d.

S o  it is f or t h e n e w  C hristi a n.  Mir a c u 
l o us c o n v ersi o ns  ar e  f e w, a n d  oft e n  mis 
l e a di n g. W hil e  o n e  p ers o n  m a y  cl ai m  a n  
i m m e di at e vi ct or y  o v er  a p arti c ul ar  si n 
s u c h as s m o ki n g or  dri n ki n g,  a n d m a y  
e v e n  cl ai m  t h at t h e d esir e  or  t e m pt ati o n 
d o es  n ot  e v e n  b ot h er  hi m  si n c e his  c o n
v ersi o n,  l et us  n ot  t hi n k t h at t his p ers o n  is 
n ot  t e m pt e d i n m a n y  ot h er  ar e as.  T h er e  
m a y  b e  ( a n d s h o ul d b e)  q ui c k  e vi d e n c e  
t h at t h e c o n v ert  is " u n d er n e w  o w n er 
s hi p/ * a n d t h at t h e n e w  o w n er  (J es us 
C hrist)  is i nt e nt u p o n  m a ki n g  si g nifi c a nt  
a n d l asti n g c h a n g es. T h e  m ost  si g nifi
c a nt  c h a n g es  ar e  i n w ar d a n d  will  r e q uir e 
gr e at  a m o u nts of  d et er mi n ati o n  i n pr a y er,  
Bi bl e  st u d y,  a n d  dis ci pli n e.  T h e  ol d  w a ys  
of  t hi n ki n g a n d  a cti n g  h a v e  t o b e  t or n o ut  
b ef or e  t h e n e w  w a ys  c a n b e  i nst all e d. 
G o d  is n ot  d esir o us  or  s atisfi e d  t o m er el y  
m a k e  o ut w ar d  " c os m eti c "  c h a n g es  t o o ur  
li v es. H e  is d esir o us  t h at w e  " b e tr a ns
f or m e d i n w ar dl y b y  t h e r e n e wi n g of  o ur  
mi n ds "  ( R o m. 1 2: 2).  H e  will  n ot  b e  s at
isfi e d u ntil  o ur  li v es f ull y r efl e ct (i n
w ar dl y  a n d  o ut w ar dl y)  t h e t ast es of  t h e

Pr a y ers  f or N e w  B eli e v ers

M a y b e  w e  o u g ht  t o i nf or m n e w  b e 
li e v ers t h at t h e w ar  wit h  si n is n ot  o v er  
w h e n  t h e y a c c e pt  C hrist.  I n f a ct, it h as  
o nl y  b e g u n.  T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  writ 
i n gs of  P a ul  t o t h e E p h esi a ns  m a k e  t his 
a b u n d a ntl y  cl e ar,  as  h e  c alls  t h e m t o " p ut  
o n  t h e f ull ar m or  of  G o d  s o  t h at t h e y c a n  
t a k e t h eir st a n d a g ai nst t h e d e vil's  
s c h e m es "  ( E p h. 6: 1 1).  As  a  s ol di er  n e e ds  
t o b e  tr ai n e d i n t h e us e  of  his  w e a p o ns  
a n d  ar m or,  s o  a  n e w  b eli e v er  will  n e e d  t o 
d e v el o p  his  pr o w ess  wit h  his  s pirit u al 
w e a p o ns.  S o m e  t hi n gs will  o nl y b e  
l e ar n e d i n t h e h e at  of  t h e b attl e.  W e  ar e  
ass ur e d t h at G o d  will  n ot  l et us  g et  
v ol v e d  i n a  sit u ati o n t h at is b e y o n d  oi ^  
a biliti es  wit h  His  h el p  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 3).

P a ul  h a d  i nf or m e d t h e E p h esi a ns  t h at 
h e  r e m e m b er e d t h e m i n his  pr a y ers,  a n d  
t w o pr a y ers  ar e s h ar e d i n t his E pistl e.  
B ot h  pr a y ers  i n di c at e t h at P a ul  w as  pr a y 
i n g f or t h eir gr o wt h  i n C hrist.  H e  pr a y e d  
t h at t h es e b eli e v ers  w o ul d  k n o w  C hrist  
b ett er  ( E p h. 1: 1 7).  H e  d esir e d  t h at t h eir 
d e cisi o n  t o f oll o w C hrist  b e c o m e  a  pr o 
gr essi v e  e x p eri e n c e.  H e  k n e w  t h at t h eir 
b attl es  w o ul d  n ot  b e  o v er  j ust b e c a us e  
t h e y h a d  gi v e n  t h eir lif e t o C hrist  a n d  h a d  
b e e n  b a pti z e d.

Si mil ar  r e q u ests ar e  m a d e  i n t h e pr a y er  
f o u n d i n c h a pt er  3,  v ers es  1 4- 2 1,  as  P a ul  
r e q u ests t h at G o d  " m a y str e n gt h e n y o u  
wit h  p o w er  t hr o u g h His  S pirit  i n y o ur  
i n n er b ei n g,  s o t h at C hrist  m a y  d w ell  i n 
y o ur  h e arts  b y  f ait h. A n d  ... t h at y o u,  
b ei n g  r o ot e d a n d est a blis h e d i n l o v e, 
m a y  h a v e  p o w er,  t o g et h er wit h  all t h e 
s ai nts, t o gr as p  h o w  wi d e  a n d  l o n g a n d  
hi g h  a n d  d e e p  is t h e l o v e of  C hrist,  a n d  t o 
k n o w  t his l o v e t h at s ur p ass es k n o w ：，  
e d g e — t h at y o u m a y  b e fill e d t o t K e

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 7)

n e w  o w n er.
N e w  b eli e v ers  m er el y  h a v e  a  gli m ps e  

of  t h e f ul n ess of  J es us * gr e at  l o v e f or 
E a c h  d a y  h ol ds  t h e p ossi bilit y  of  k n o w ^ ^  

i n g C hrist  m or e  f ull y, a n d  t h us r efl e cti n g 
Hi m  m or e  a c c ur at el y.  B ut  it r e m ai ns a n  
i m p ossi bilit y t h at a n e w  c o n v ert  mi g ht  
b e c o m e  a c o m pl et e, vi ct ori o us,  m at ur e  
b eli e v er  o v er ni g ht.  T h e  d e v el o p m e nt  of  
G o dl y  c h ar a ct er  is a  pr o c ess  t h at will  l ast 
o ur  e ntir e  li v es.
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wE v er y  ti m e y o u  

dr a w  a  br e at h,  

f o ur p e o pl e  di e  

w h o  h a v e  n ot  

h e ar d  a b o ut  

J e s u s!

b y  P ast or  E.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h  
P elz er,  S C

It Is Pl a nti n g  Ti m e!

I  c a n  pi ct ur e  t h e s o w er  i n t h e d a ys  of  J es us.  H e  
h a d  m a d e  his  pr e p ar ati o n,  t h e s e e d w as  cl e a n e d,  
t h e s oil w as  r e a d y.

At  t his ti m e h e  c o ul d h a v e  c o nsi d er e d t h e 
i n e vit a bl e f a ct t h at s o m e of  t h e s e e d h e  w o ul d  
s o w w o ul d  b e  l ost! T hi n ki n g  a b o ut  l oss t o t h e

bir ds,  t h or ns, st or ms, dr o u g ht,  et c.,  c o ul d  h a v e  
br o u g ht  hi m  t o s a y, " T h er e is n o  p ur p os e  i n 
s o wi n g t his s e e d; s o m e of  it will  n ot  s pr o ut, a n d  
m u c h  of  it will  b e  l ost! "

H o w e v er — / ? W A S  P L A N TI N G  TI M E!
H E  W E N T  F O R T H  T O  S O W!

J es us w as  s etti n g b ef or e  His  dis ci pl es,  a n d  
t h os e w h o  r e a d t h e W or d  of  G o d,  a  m ess a g e  t h at 
c o ul d  b e  a p pli e d  t o a n y o n e  of  a n y  a g e  w h o  w o ul d  
s h ar e  t h e g o o d  s e e d  of  t h e W or d  of  G o d  wit h  t h os e 
w h o m  t h e y m e et  t hr o u g h t h e j o ur n e y of  lif e.

W e  pl a n  a n d pr o gr a m,  w h e n  w e  s h o ul d b e  
s o wi n g t h e g o o d  s e e d of  t h e W or d  of  G o d.  T h e  
s e e d is t h e w h ol e  W or d  of  G o d.  " F or  G o d  s o  l o v e d 
t h e w orl d,  t h at h e  g a v e  his  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  t h at 
w h os o e v er  b eli e v et h  i n hi m  s h o ul d  n ot  p eris h,  b ut  
h a v e  e v erl asti n g  lif e " (J o h n 3: 1 6).

I n o ur  o w n  w a y  w e  oft e n  " off er "  t h e s e e d t o t h e 
g o o d  u pri g ht  citi z e n — t h e o n e  wit h  w h o m  w e  
w o ul d  s h ar e a  p e w  i n t h e c h ur c h,  t h e o n e  w e  f e el 
w o ul d  h el p  us  m e et  t h e c h ur c h  b u d g et,  t h e o n e  w e 
w o ul d  i n vit e i nt o o ur  h o m e.

W e  h e ar  t h e st or y of  t h e G o o d  S a m arit a n  a n d  
pr ais e  hi m  b e c a us e  h e,  t h o u g h d es pis e d  as a n  
o ut c ast,  still p erf or m e d  t h e h u m a nit ari a n  d e e d  
t h at s a v e d  a  m a n's  lif e. T h e  g o o d  r eli gi o us p e o pl e  
p ass e d  b y  wit h o ut  c o m p assi o n  f or t h e wr et c h e d  
m a n  b y  t h e si d e of  t h e r o a d.

W e  n e e d  t o s e e t h e milli o ns  i n t h e w orl d  at 
l ar g e— s e e  t h e m b e at e n a n d  stri p p e d  a n d  w o u n d e d  
b y  t h e w orl d's  w a ys.  H a vi n g  t h e s e e ds of  l o v e 
r e v e al e d t hr o u g h G o d's  W or d  alr e a d y  g o v er ni n g  
o ur  li v es, w e  s h o ul d t h e n pl a nt  t his g o o d  s e e d i n 
t h e lif e of  all  as  w e  l o v e t h e m b e c a us e  G o d  first 
l o v e d us.

S o m e o n e  h as  t ol d t h e st or y of  s e ei n g a  pil e  of  
r os e b us h es t hr o w n i nt o t h e tr as h. O n e  r os e b u d 
st o o d o ut  fr o m t h e mi dst  of  t h e br us h.  It s e e m e d 
t o h a v e  s o m e  lif e i n it. T h e  b us h  wit h  t h e b u d  w as  
p ull e d  fr o m t h e r u b bis h.

E  FI N D  O U R S E L V E S  i n t h e gl o o m  
of  l at e wi nt er,  l o n gi n g f or s pri n g
ti m e. T h e  t h o u g hts of  j o n q uils 
bl o o mi n g,  bir ds  si n gi n g,  gr ass  gr e e n 

i n g, bri g ht e ns  t h e d a ys;  c ert ai nl y  w ar m er  d a ys  
will  s o o n b e  h er e.

T h e  s e e d c at al o gs  arri v e,  bri n gi n g  bri g ht  pi c 
t ur es of  fl o w ers, s hr u bs,  a n d  tr e es t o b e a utif y  t h e 
l a n ds c a p e, d es cri pti o ns  of  v ari eti es  of  v e g et a bl es  
t h at will  s atisf y o ur  v ari e d  a p p etit es.

S u d d e nl y.it  is pl a nti n g  ti m e! H a v e  t h e s hr u bs  
a n d  tr e es, t h e fl o w er a n d v e g et a bl e  s e e ds b e e n  
or d er e d  or  p ur c h as e d ?  Ar e  w e  r e a d y t o d o  t h at 
w hi c h  will  bri n g  vis u al  d eli g ht  or  d el e ct a bl e  
dis h es  at  m e alti m e ?

" B e h ol d, "  s ai d J es us i n M att h e w  1 3: 3, " a  
s o w er  w e nt  f ort h t o s o w. "  Pl a ns  h a d  b e e n  m a d e —  
t h e pl ot  h a d  b e e n  s el e ct e d, t h e l a n d h a d  b e e n  
pl o w e d — n o w  it w as  ti m e t o s o w t h e s e e d w hi c h  
w o ul d  gr o w  t h e b est  i n t h e t y p e of  s oil a v ail a bl e.

S o m e  s e e ds  gr o w  b est  i n s a n d y s oil,  ot h ers  i n 
l a n d fill e d wit h  c o m p ost; s o m e d e m a n d  m u c h  
m oist ur e,  ot h ers  t h at w hi c h  is w ell  dr ai n e d.

S o m e  fl o w ers a n d s hr u bs n e e d s u ns hi n e  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e d a y;  s o m e n e e d  a s h a d y s p ot. 
H o w e v er,  t h e i m p ort a nt p oi nt  is t h at n ot hi n g  will  
gr o w  u ntil  it is pl a nt e d!  Pl a n  as  m u c h  a n d  as  l o n g 
as  y o u  will,  b ut  pl a ns  d o  n ot  bri n g  s h a d e  tr e es or  
s hr u bs t h at pr o vi d e  n esti n g pl a c es f or bir ds.  
Fl o w er  b e ds  o nl y  i n y o ur  mi n d,  a n d dr e a ms  of  
t ast y v e g et a bl es  will  n e v er  bri n g  b e a ut y  t o y o ur  
visi o n  or  t ast y f o o d t o y o ur  t a bl e.

Suddenly.it
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" T h a n ks f or y o ur  g o o d  w or k  wit h  T h e

H e r a l d . * * —— A Z.

" K e e p  u p  t h e g o o d  w or k  o n  t h e H e r a l d . "
— I N.

H e r a l d . T h e  D e c e c e m b er-J  a n u ar y  H e r a l d  
is o n e  of  t h e b es L "  — N C.

"I h a v e  m ost  c ert ai nl y  e nj o y e d  t h e A u 
g ust- S e pt e m b er  H e r a l d . I es p e ci all y e n 
j o y e d t h e arti cl e  b y  D a vi d  Kr o g h.  I f e el it 
t o o k t h e e m p h asis  off  t h e bi g  pi ct ur e  a n d  
m a d e  it a n i n di vi d u al o n e.  A n d  I k n o w  
st arti n g n e w  c h ur c h es  m ust  b e  d o n e. "

— C A.

" S o  m u c h  e nj o y  t h e H e r a l d . H o p e  y o u  
c o nti n u e t o b e  E dit or  f or s o m e ti m e t o 
c o m e. "  — I A.

,' T hr o u g h H a n d b o o k  of  D e n o mi n ati o ns  
i n t h e U nit e d  St at es  I c a m e  t o l e ar n a b o ut  
y o ur  c h ur c h.  As  I w a nt  t o st u d y  t h e A d v e nt  
f a mil y, I w o ul d  b e  gl a d  t o r e c ei v e m or e  
i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  y o ur  hist or y  a n d  affir m a 
ti o n of  f ait h. If p ossi bl e  m a y  y o u  s e n d  m e  a  
c o p y  of  y o ur  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ? "

— Fr a n c e.

m e  t h e ot h er  d a y,  ' D o es it s e e m t o y o u  t h at 
T h e  R E Si m m o N  H e r a l d  is m u c h  b ett er  t h a n 
it us e d  t o b e ?'  ' Y es,' I s ai d.  A n d  it d efi nit el y 
is. " — O H.

" E nj o y e d t h e l ast iss u e of  T i e H e r a l d  
v er y  m u c h.  H a v e  h a d  ot h ers  c o m m e nt  f a
v or a bl y,  t o o. " — I A.

" B y  t h e w a y  y o u,  ar e  d oi n g  a  fi n e j o b as  
E dit or. "  — T X.

Pl a nt e d  v er y  q ui c kl y,  a  b e a utif ul  fl o w er 

w as  t h er e t o b e  vi e w e d  b y  t h e pl a nt er.  S o  

it is as  w e  pl a nt  a n d  s o w,  t h e r e w ar d t o t h e 

l a b or er m ust  b e  k e pt  i n mi n d.

It is tr u e as w e  pl a nt  f or G o d.  O n e  

pl a ns,  a n ot h er  w at ers,  b ut  G o d  gi v es  t h e 

i n cr e as e ( 1 C or.  2: 6- 8).  W e  c a n n ot  c o u nt  

g ai ns  or  l oss es t h o u g h o nl y  a  f e w tr e es, a  

f e w b us h es,  a  f e w r o ws of  s e e d, gr o w.
As  t h e p ar a bl e  of  M att h e w  1 3  u nf ol ds,  

w e  fi n d t h at s o m e  s e e d  or  pl a nti n g  is l ost; 

s o m e  s pri n gs u p,  pr os p ers  f or a  ti m e, t h e n 

f a d es a w a y; t h e t h or ns, t h e c ar es  of  lif e 

c h o k e s o m e; t h at w hi c h  f alls i nt o t h e 
g o o d  gr o u n d  bri n gs  f ort h a c c or di n g t o 

t h e n at ur e  of  t h e s oil.
T h e  s oil is t h e h u m a n  lif e. E v er y o n e  is 

n ot  a  t e a c h er, pr e a c h er,  si n g er,  or  l e a d er, 

b ut  e v er y o n e  I S e x p e ct e d  t o b e  t h at w hi c h  

G o d  i nt e n d e d hi m  t o b e ―  n e  t hr o u g h

" Y o u' v e d o n e  a s u p er b j o b wit h  T h e  
H e r a l d . A  l o c al hi g h  s c h o ol t e a c h er as k e d

pr e p ar e  e a c h  p ers o n  f or lif e i n t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d.

T ell  t h e w orl d  t h at J es us  will  r et ur n t o 
bri n g  a  ti m e of  r efr es h m e nt t o m a n ki n(|  

( A cts 3: 1 9,  2 0).

L et  t h e m k n o w  t h at " T h e  ki n g d o ms  of  

t his w orl d  ar e [s h all] b e c o m e  t h e ki n g 

d o ms  of  o ur  L or d,  a n d  of  his  C hrist;  a n d  
h e  s h all r ei g n f or e v er  a n d e v er "  ( R e v. 

1 1: 1 5). T h e  r e d e e m e d s h all r ul e wit h  
Hi m  ( R e v. 2 0: 6)  o n  t h e e art h  ( R e v. 5: 1 0).

H o w  s h all  t h e y k n o w ?  H o w  s h all t h e y 

gr o w  if t h e y d o  n ot  h e ar ?  ( R o m. 1 0: 1 4.)  

E v er y  ti m e y o u  dr a w  a  br e at h,  f o ur p e o pl e  

di e  w h o  h a v e  n ot  h e ar d  a b o ut  J es us!

Et er nit y  will  r e v e al t h e r es ult of  o ur  
pl a nti n g  a n d  s o wi n g — b ut  n o w  o ur  t as k 

is n ot  t o d et er mi n e  l oss or  g ai n.  W e  as  

st e w ar ds of  G o d  ar e  t o s h ar e His  W or d,  

s o w a n d  pl a nt;  t h e o nl y  r e q uir e m e nt is t o 

b e  f ait hf ul— pr e a c h  b y  w or d  a n d d e e d  
His  w a y  of  lif e!

I T I S P L A N TI N G  TI M E!

' T h a n k y o u  f or t h e t e a c hi n g a n d  i ns pir a
ti o n y o u  h a v e  gi v e n  us  i n T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n

" Y o u' v e  b e e n  d oi n g  a  s pl e n di d  pi e c e  of  
w or k  d uri n g  y o ur  t e m p or ar y e dit ori al  sti nt. 
I c o n gr at ul at e  y o u  h e artil y. ... I c o n gr at u 
l at e, n ot  y o u,  b ut  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
a n d  its p u bli c ati o ns,  o n  y o ur  e xt e n d e d  t e n
ur e  as  E dit or. "  —  H.

w h o m  t h e W or d  of  G o d  is r e pr o d u c e d i n 
t h e li v es of  ot h ers.

As  t h e A p ostl e  P a ul  a p pr o a c h e d t h e 

cl os e of  his  lif e a n d mi nistr y,  h e  c o ul d  

r e vi e w his  lif e a n d  s a y, "I h a v e  f o u g ht a  

g o o d  fi g ht, I h a v e  fi nis h e d m y  c o urs e,  I 

h a v e  k e pt  t h e f ait h! " ( 2 Ti m.  4: 7.) — b ut  

o nl y  b e c a us e  h e  h a d  k e pt  hi ms elf  b us y  
s o wi n g  a n d  pl a nti n g.  P a ufs  t esti m o n y t o 

t h e el d ers  of  E p h es us  w as,  "I h a v e  n ot  
f ail e d t o d e cl ar e  u nt o  y o u  all  t h e c o u ns el  

of  G o d "  ( A cts 2 0: 2 7).
G o d's  W or d  d e cl ar es,  u M y  w or d  s h all 

n ot  r et ur n u nt o  m e  v oi d "  (Is a. 5 5: 1 0, 1 1).  

Pr e a c h  a n d  t e a c h t h e W or d.  T ell  t h e w orl d  

( w h er e Y O U  li v e a n d w or k)  a b o ut  G o d  

a n d His  S o n  J es us. S h o w  t h e m G o d's  

l o v e a n d  t h e e n d  r es ult of  all  t h at G o d  h as  
d o n e.  W h e n  q u esti o ns  aris e,  pr o cl ai m  t h e 

m ess a g e — J es us  di e d  t o r e d e e m si n n ers! 
J es us  is n o w  ali v e!  E x pl ai n  t h at t h e w a y  
of  lif e s et f ort h b y  t h e W or d  of  G o d  will

" M a y I e x pr ess  m y  pl e as ur e  t o y o u  i n 
y o ur  w o n d erf ul  g ui d a n c e  as  E dit or  of  T k e  
R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d . Y o u  m a k e  e a c h  iss u e 
a  tr u e g e m,  a n d  y o ur  e dit ori als  a n d  arti cl es  
ar e  m ost  pr ais e w ort h y.  T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  
f or y o ur  fi n e w or k. "  — I L.

" T h e  l ast H e r a l d  w as  s u p er. S ur e  wis h  
t h at y o u  w o ul d  c o nsi d er  c o nti n ui n g  t o b e  
E dit or.  P er h a ps  y o u  ar e. "  — I L.

"I h a v e  al w a ys  e nj o y e d  y o ur  v er y  w o n 
d erf ul  m a g a zi n e  b ut a m n e arl y  bli n d  a n d e a n  
n o  l o n g er r e a d. S orr y  n ot  t o r e n e w m y  
s u bs cri pti o n  .M  — O R.

" Y o ur arti cl es h a v e  b e e n  s u p er. G o d  
bl ess. "  — MI.

' T h a n k y o u  f or gi vi n g m e  t h e m oti v ati o n  
t his p ast  y e ar  t o c h all e n g e  m y  t al e nt. I e nj o y  
it, b ut  h a d  n ot  r e all y writt e n  a n yt hi n g i n 
y e ars  u ntil  y o ur  r e q u ests c a m e  i n a n d  g ot  m e  
e nt h us e d  a g ai n. "  — 呷 ，

"I' v e  e nj o y e d  y o ur  H e r a l d . K e e p  u p  t h e 
g o o d  w or k. "  — I N.



“ G o d  M a nif est ati o n:
A n  I ntr o d u cti o n
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b y  D u n c a n  H e ast er  
L o n d o n,  E n gl a n d

E  A R E  S O M E TI M E S  f a c e d 
wit h  t h e pr o bl e m  of  a p as 
s a g e w hi c h  a p p e ars t o c all  
J es us " G o d. "  W e  ar e  g oi n g  

t o s u g g est i n t his st u d y t h at t h e n a m e  of  
G o d  c a n  b e  c arri e d  b y  a n y o n e t hr o u g h 
w h o m  H e  c h o os es  t o " m a nif est "  or  r e v e al 
Hi ms elf.  S o  m e n  a n d a n g els as  w ell  as  
J es us  c a n  c arr y  G o d's  n a m e.  T his  is a  vit al  
pri n ci pl e  w hi c h  o p e ns  u p  s o  m u c h  of  t h e 
Bi bl e  t o us.  A  s o n es p e ci all y  m a y  c arr y  
t h e n a m e  of  his  f at h er; h e  h as  c ert ai n  
si mil ariti es  wit h  his  f at h er, h e  m a y  h a v e  
l h e s a m e n a m e — b ut  h e  is n ot  o n e  a n d  t h e 
s a m e  p ers o n  as  t h e f at h er. I n t h e s a m e  w a y  
a  r e pr es e nt ati v e of  a  c o m p a n y  m a y  s p e a k 
o n  b e h alf  of  t h e c o m p a n y;  h e  m a y  t el e
p h o n e  s o m e o n e o n  b usi n ess  a n d s a y, 
" H ell o, t his is U nil e v er  h er e 5 , if h e  is 
w or ki n g  f or t h e m; h e  is n ot  Mr.  U nil e v er,  
b ut  h e  c arri es t h eir n a m e  b e c a us e  h e  is 
w or ki n g  o n  t h eir b e h alf.  A n d  s o it w as  
wit h  J es us.

p ers o n,  w h o  s p o k e  t o M os es  f a c e t o f a c e, 
b e c a us e  n o  m a n  c a n  s e e  G o d  Hi ms elf.  B ut  
it w as  t h e a n g el  w h o  c arri e d  G o d's  n a m e  
w h o  di d  s o, a n d  s o w e  r e a d of  t h e L o r d  
s p e a ki n g  f a c e t o f a c e wit h  M os es  w h e n  it 
w as  a ct u all y  a n  a n g el  w h o  di d  s o.

T h er e  ar e  m a n y  ot h er  e x a m pl es  of  t h e 
w or ds  " G o d "  a n d  " L o r d , " r ef erri n g t o t h e 
a n g els  as  o p p os e d  t o G o d  Hi ms elf  ( e. g., 
G e n.  1: 2 6).

M e n  wit h  G o d's  N a m e

O n e  of  t h e p ass a g es  w hi c h  I fi n d m ost  
h el pf ul  i n d e m o nstr ati n g  all t his is J o h n  
1 0: 3 4- 3 6.  H er e  t h e J e ws m a d e  t h e mis 
t a k e w hi c h  m a n y  s o- c all e d " C hristi a ns "  
d o  t o d a y. T h e y  t h o u g ht t h at J es us w as  
s a yi n g H e  w as  G o d  Hi ms elf.  J es us c or 
r e ct e d t h e m b y  s a yi n g,  u Is it n ot  writt e n  i n 
y o ur  L a w,  I s ai d, Y e  ar e G o ds ?  If H e  
c all e d  t h e m ' G o ds'... h o w  s a y  y e  of  [ m e] 
... ' T h o u bl as p h e m est *  b e c a us e  I s ai d I 
a m  t h e s o n  of  G o d ?'  J es us  is r e all y s a yi n g, 
"I n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  m e n  ar e c all e d  
' G o d'; I a m  o nl y  s a yi n g I a m  t h e S o n  of  
G o d;  s o w h y  ar e  y o u  g etti n g  s o u ps et ? "  
J es us is a ct u all y  q u oti n g  fr o m Ps al m  8 2,  
w h er e  t h e j u d g es of  Isr a el w er e  c all e d  
g o ds.

O n e  of  t h e gr e at est  pr o ofs  t h at m e n  c a n  
c arr y  G o d's  n a m e  is i n y o u  a n d  m e;  w e  
w er e  b a pti z e d  i nt o t h e n a m e  of  t h e F at h er  
a n d  J es us, s o w e  i n s o m e w a y  c arr y  t h at 
n a m e,  wit h o ut  b ei n g  G o d  Hi ms elf.  T h e  
f ull n a m e  of  G o d  i n H e br e w  is Y a h w e h  
El o hi m — m e a ni n g,  *'I  will  b e  r e v e al e d i n 
m a n y  mi g ht y  o n es. * *  W e  ar e  t h os e m a n y  
mi g ht y  o n es,  i n a  li mit e d s e ns e  i n t his lif e, 
a n d  m or e  f ull y i n t h e Ki n g d o m.  T his  is all  
b e a utif ull y  s h o w n b y  a c o m p aris o n  of

Is ai a h 6 4: 4  a n d 1 C ori nt hi a ns  2: 9.  " M e n  
h a v e  n ot  h e ar d,  n or  p er c ei v e d  b y  t h e e ar,  
n eit h er  h at h  t h e e y e  s e e n, O  G o d,  b esi d e  
T h e e,  w h at  H e  h at h  pr e p ar e d  f or hi m  t h at 
w ait et h  f or hi m. "  P a ul  q u ot es  t his i n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns  2: 9,  1 0:  “ It is writt e n,  E y e  
h at h  n ot  s e e n, n or  e ar  h e ar d,  n eit h er  h a v e  
e nt er e d  i nt o t h e h e art  of  m a n,  t h e t hi n gs 
w hi c h  G o d  h at h  pr e p ar e d  f or t h e m t h at 
l o v e Hi m.  B ut  G o d  b at h  r e v e al e d t h e m 
u nt o  us  b y  His  S pirit. ,̂  T h e  p ass a g e  i n 
Is ai a h 6 4  s a ys  t h at n o  o n e  e x c e pt  G o d  c a n  
u n d erst a n d  t h e t hi n gs H e  h as  pr e p ar e d  f or 
t h e b eli e v ers;  b ut  1  C ori nt hi a ns  2: 1 0  s a ys  
t h at t h os e t hi n gs h a v e  b e e n  r e v e al e d t o us;  
w e  ar e  i n a  s e ns e " G o d " — n ot  G o d  Hi m 
s elf  i n p ers o n,  b ut  a  m a nif est ati o n  of  G o d  
as  a  r es ult of  h a vi n g  b e e n  b a pti z e d  i nt o 
His  n a m e  a n d  k n o wi n g  t h e tr ut h.

J es us  a n d  t h e N a m e  of  G o d

It is n ot  s ur prisi n g t h at J es us, as  t h e 
S o n  of  G o d  a n d  His  s u pr e m e m a nif est a 
ti o n t o m e n,  s h o ul d  al  s o  c arr y  G o d's  n a m e.  
H e  c o ul d  s a y, "I  a m  c o m e  i n m y  F at h er's  
n a m e "  (J o h n 5: 4 3),  B e c a us e  of His  o b e di 
e n c e,  J es us as c e n d e d  t o h e a v e n  a n d  G o d  
g a v e  Hi m  “ a  N a m e  w hi c h  is a b o v e  e v er y  
n a m e " — t h e n a m e  of  Y a h w e h,  of  G o d  
Hi ms elf  ( P hil. 2: 9).  S o  t his is w h y  w e  r e a d 
J es us s a yi n g i n R e v el ati o n  3: 1 2,  * *I will  
writ e  u p o n  hi m  (t h e b eli e v er)  t h e n a m e  of  
m y  G o d ... a n d  I will  writ e  u p o n  hi m  m y 
n e w  n a m e ?,  At  t h e j u d g m e nt J es us will  
gi v e  us  G o d's  n a m e;  w e  t h e n will  f ull y 
c a n y  t h e n a m e  of  G o d.  H e  c alls  t his n a m e  
“ M y  n e w  n a m e. * *  R e m e m b er,  J es us w as  
gi vi n g  t h e B o o k  of  R e v el ati o n  s o m e  y e ars  
aft er  His  as c e nsi o n  i nt o h e a v e n  a n d  b ei n g  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 1)

A n g els  C arr yi n g  G o d's  N a m e

W e  ar e  t ol d i n E x o d us  2 3: 1 9,  2 0  t h at 
G o d  t ol d t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el t h at a n  a n g el  
w o ul d  g o  a h e a d  of  t h e m. " M y  n a m e  is i n 
hi m, "  t h e y w er e  t ol d. T h e  p ers o n al  n a m e  
of  G o d  is Y a h w e h.  S o  t h e a n g el  c arri e d  t h e 
n a m e  oi  Y a h w e h,  a n d  c o ul d  t h us b e  c all e d  
Y a h w e h;  or  * T h e  L o r d , " i n s m all c a pi 
t als, as  t h e w or d  Y a h w e h  is tr a nsl at e d i n 
t h e NI V  a n d  KJ V.  W e  ar e  t ol d i n E x o d us  
3 3: 2 0  t h at n o  m a n  c a n  s e e  t h e f a c e of  G o d  
a n d  li v e; b ut  i n E x o d us  3 3: 1 1  w e  r e a d t h at 
* lT h e  L o r d  [ Y a h w e h] s p o k e  t o M os es  f a c e 

f a c e, as  a  m a n  s p e a k et h  t o his  fri e n d "—  
v  i. e. ,i n a r el a x e d, fri e n dl y w a y.  It c o ul d  n ot  

h a v e  b e e n  t h e L o r d , Y a h w e h  Hi ms elf,  i n



T h e  T o m b  of  t h e
W ell- K n o w n  S ol di er
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b y  P ast or  H ollis  P artl o w e  
Or e g o n,  Illi n ois

T h e  W ell- K n o w n  S ol di er  
F o u g ht  a  G o o d  Fi g ht

H o w  d o  y o u  

r e p ort a  

r e s urr e cti o n ? 

W o ul d  a n y o n e  

b eli e v e  t h at y o u  

t al k e d t o a n  

a n g el ?

A N Y  O F  O U R  L A R G E  c e m et eri es  
h a v e  a  t o m b t o u n k n o w n  s ol di ers—  
u ni d e ntifi e d  m e n  w h o  h a v e  f all e n i n 
b attl e.  T h e  li vi n g w a nt e d  t o r e m e m

b er  t h e m f or t h eir br a v er y.  I r e m e m b er i n hi g h  
s c h o ol, o n  Ar misti c e  D a y  it w as  c all e d  t h e n, w e  
w e nt  t o t h e l o c al c e m et er y  f or a  p atri oti c  s er vi c e.

H o w e v er,  i n t his arti cl e  l et's f o c us o n  t h e t o m b 
of  t h e w ell- k n o w n  s ol di er  of  t h e cr oss.  U nli k e  all  
ot h er  gr a v es,  it's e m pt y , alt h o u g h  Pil at e  i nstr u ct e d 
t h e c hi ef  pri ests  a n d  P h aris e es:  " Y e  h a v e  a  w at c h  
... m a k e  it as  s ur e as  y o u  c a n "  ( M att. 2 7: 6 5).  If 
a n y o n e  c o ul d h a v e  k e pt  J es us i n t h e gr a v e  t h e 
R o m a n  s ol di ers c o ul d  h a v e,  b ut  it w as  n ot  p os 
si bl e  t h at a n y o n e  c o ul d  ( A cts 2: 2 4).  Ps al m  1 6: 1 0  
h a d  pr e di ct e d  t h at J es us w o ul d  n ot  b e  l eft i n t h e 
gr a v e.  A cts  2: 3 1,  3 2  r e v e al t h e f ulfill m e nt of  t h e 
pr o p h e c y.

W h e n  w e  w al k  t hr o u g h gr a v e y ar ds  w e  s e e o n  
t o m bst o n es: " H er e li es ... " T h e n  f oll o ws t h e 
n a m e  a n d d at es  of  t h e birt h  a n d d e at h  of  t h e 
d e c e as e d,  et c.  H o w  diff er e nt  is t h e e pit a p h  of  t h e 
w ell- k n o w n  s ol di er. His  w as  n ot  writt e n  o n  st o n e 
b ut  s p o k e n b y  a n  a n g el a n d  is t h e r e v ers e of  all  
ot h ers.  " H e  is n ot  h er e:  f or h e  is ris e n.... C o m e,  
s e e t h e pl a c e  w h er e  t h e L or d  l a y " ( M att. 2 8: 6).

I, v e st o o d s e v er al ti m es i n Arli n gt o n  C e m e-  
t er yj ust a cr oss  t h e P ot o m a c  Ri v er  fr o m  t h e n ati o n's  
c a pit ol. I * v e t h o u g ht of  all t h os e gr a v es  w hi c h  
c o nt ai n  "t h e s m all a n d  t h e gr e at "  ( R e v. 2 0: 1 2).  
T h e y  will  all  c o m e  f ort h s o m e d a y  (J o h n 5 : 2 8, 2 9).

( S e e T h o m as  J eff ers o n's t o m bst o n e o n  t h e 
fr o nt c o v er  a n d  als o m y  p ar e nts *  t o m bst o n e o n  
p a g e  1 7.)

J es us f o u g ht t h e gr e at est  b attl e  a n d w o n  t h e 
gr e at est  vi ct or y  of  all  ti m e. B y  f ait h i n Hi m  w e  c a n  
s h ar e i n His  vi ct or y.  " W e  ar e  m or e  t h a n c o n q u er 
ors  t hr o u g h hi m  t h at l o v e d us "  ( R o m. 8: 3 7).

N o  c o m p a n y  of  wit n ess es  h as  e v er  gi v e n  its elf 
li k e t h e a p ostl es  t o pr o cl ai m  t h e ris e n L or d.  T his  
tr ut h w as  s pr e a d  f ar a n d  wi d e.  As  P a ul  di e  a p ostl e  
t ol d Ki n g  A gri p p a,  ' T his t hi n g w as  n ot  d o n e  i n a  
c or n er "  ( A cts 2 6: 2 6).  E ast er  pr o cl ai ms  m or e  t h a n 
J es us  w as  ali v e  t h e t hir d d a y  aft er  t h e cr u cifi xi o n.  
H e  w as  ali v e  t h e f o urt h d a y,  t h e fift h d a y,  et c.  u I n 
t h at h e  di e d,  h e  di e d  u nt o  si n o n c e:  b ut  i n t h at h e  
li v et h, h e  li v et h u nt o  G o d  ... d e at h  h at h  n o  m or e  
d o mi ni o n  o v er hi m,,  ( R o m. 6: 1 0, 9).  “ J es us  C hrist  
t h e s a m e  y est er d a y,  a n d  t o d a y, a n d  f or e v er'' ( H e b. 
1 3: 8).
R o b ert  L o wr y,  t h e h y m n  writ er,  h as  writt e n:  
" U p  fr o m t h e gr a v e  H e  ar os e

Wit h  a  mi g ht y  tri u m p h o' er  His  f o es; 
H e  ar os e  a  vi ct or  fr o m t h e d ar k  d o m ai n

A n d  H e  li v es f or e v er wit h  His  s ai nts t o r ei g n:  
H e  ar os e!  H e  ar os e!  H all el uj a h,  C hrist  ar os e! "

H o w e v er,  d e at h  is still o ur  gr e at est  e n e m y,  a n  
i n es c a p a bl e f a ct of  lif e. B ut  t h er e is h o p e.  T h e  
g o o d  n e ws  of  E ast er  is t h at J es us o v er c a m e  d e at h  
n e arl y  2 0 0 0  y e ars  a g o.  T hr o u g h  His  d e at h,  b uri al,  
a n d r es urr e cti o n, H e  h as  '' a b olis h e d d e at h,  a n d  
h at h  br o u g ht  lif e a n d  i m m ort alit y t o li g ht t hr o u g h 
t h e g os p el "  ( 2 Ti m.  1: 1 0).  G o d  b e  pr ais e d!

J es us r e all y di e d.  H e  e x p eri e n c e d  a  r e al d e at h  
a n d  a  r e al r es urr e cti o n. E ast er  m or ni n g  t h e st o n e



C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R
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T h e  C h u r c h  of  G o d  A b r a h a mi c  F ait h  a n d  Ot h e r  T h o u g hts

J a n Stils o n

e n c e,

C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

I n t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e ni n et e e nt h  c e nt ur y,  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
f ol ks b e g a n  r ef erri n g t o t h e ms el v es as t h os e fr o m t h e 
" A br a h a mi c f ait h. " Str a n g el y,  t h o u g h, t his p hr as e  is n ot  
s e e n  i n t h e lit er at ur e. W h e n  r ef erri n g t o t h e ms el v es i n pri nt,  
it is al w a ys,  "t h e c o n gr e g ati o n  ... " T h e  us e  of  t his p hr as e 
m a y  b e  s e e n c o u ntl ess  ti m es i n t h e V oi c e  of  Tr ut h,  Pr o 
p h eti c  W at c h m a n,  R estit uti o n,  et c., w h er e as  t h e " A br a 
h a mi c  f ait h " p hr as e  is m ost  el usi v e. D a vi d  Gr a h a m  h as  
tr a c e d it b a c k  t o ar o u n d  t h e t ur n of  t h e c e nt ur y,  a n d  I f o u n d 
r ef er e n c e t o "t h e F ait h  .. . i n A br a h a m's  G o d. " 1

R e c e ntl y,  a  writ er  fr o m o ur  sist er  gr o u p  w hi c h  h as  t a k e n 
t h e n a m e  " C h ur c h of  G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h "  ass ert e d  t h at 
B e nj a mi n  Wils o n  w as  t h e first t o us e  t h e p hr as e  " A br a 
h a mi c F ait h. " 2 Wils o n  w as  o n e  of  t h e l e a di n g fi g ur es 
d uri n g  t h e d e v el o p m e nt al  y e ars  of  t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e 
m e nt  i n t h e mi d w est.  H e  c ert ai nl y  m a y  h a v e  utt er e d  it, a n d  
e v e n  p ut  it i n pri nt,  b ut  w e  c a n't  k n o w  t h at, b e c a us e  t h e 
arti cl e  w as  n ot  f o ot n ot e d. Wit h o ut  d o c u m e nt ati o n,  ot h er  
writ ers  a n d  s c h ol ars  c a n n ot  b e  s ur e it is a c c ur at e.

W h e n  o ur  d e n o mi n ati o n  or g a ni z e d  i n 1 9 2 1  i n W at erl o o,  
I o w a, it t o o k t h e n a m e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er-

a n d est a blis h e d a c or p or ati o n, t h e N ati o n al  Bi bl e  
I nstit uti o n, t o h a n dl e  t h e b usi n ess  as p e cts of  t h e c o n 
f er e n c e.3 At  t his ti m e t h er e w er e  s e v er al c h ur c h es i n 
I n di a n a, O hi o,  a n d K e nt u c k y,  w hi c h  di d  n ot  w a nt  t o b e  
p art  of  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  A n d,  f or y e ars  a n d  y e ars,  
w e  a n d  t h e y h a v e  r ef err e d t o t h e c o n gr e g ati o ns  wit hi n  o ur  
s e p ar at e e ntiti es  as  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h.

T h e y  di d  n ot  u nit e  wit h  us  b e c a us e  of  a  c o ntr o v ers y  
w hi c h  h a d  o c c urr e d  b et w e e n  t h e e dit ors of  t w o c h ur c h

‘R a n d all.  Hist ori c al  W a y m ar ks,  4 0.  M or e  r es e ar c h n e e ds  l o b e  d o n e  i n 
t his ar e a.

p a p ers,  n a m el y,  A.  R.  U n d er w o o d  of  T h e  R estit uti o n,  a  
hi g hl y  est e e m e d p a p er  a m o n gst o ur  p e o pl e,  a n d S.  J.  
Li n ds a y,  w h o  b e g a n  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  i n 1 9 1 1.  N o n e  
of  o ur  hist ori a ns  h a v e  d u g  o ut  t h e d et ails  o n  t his iss u e, b ut  
s u p p os e dl y t h e n e wl y  f or m e d Mi nist eri al  Ass o ci ati o n  
w hi c h  e vi d e ntl y  pr e d at e d  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  b y  at  l e ast 
t e n y e ars,  br o u g ht  c h ar g es  of  fi n a n ci al irr e g ul ariti es a g ai nst  
Br o.  U n d er w o o d.  W h et h er  t h e c h ar g es ar e tr u e is n ot  
k n o w n  at  t h e m o m e nt,  b ut  f e eli n gs w er e  h urt,  a n d  f ort h
c o mi n g  fr o m t h e t ur m oil w as  t h e gr a d u al  d e mis e  of  T h e  
R estit uti o n,  ost e nsi bl y  d u e  t o t h e d a m a g e d  r e p ut ati o n of  its 
e dit or  a n d  t h e v ot e  of  t h e d el e g at es  i n 1 9 2 1,  or  t h er e a b o uts, 
f or T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  as t h e " offi ci al v oi c e "  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e. 4

At  t h e s a m e ti m e, t h er e w as  s o m e s e p ar ati o n o v er  d o c 
tri n al diff er e n c es  s o t h at fi v e c h ur c h es  s plit fr o m t h e l ar g er 
gr o u p  of  l o c al c o n gr e g ati o ns  w hi c h  h a d  or g a ni z e d  as  t h e 
C C X jG C.  U p  u ntil  t h at ti m e ( a n d t his is i m p ort a nt), w e  h a d  
s h ar e d  a  c o m m o n  hist or y  wit h  t h os e f ol ks. H o w e v er,  fr o m 
t h at p oi nt  o n, w e  h a v e  g e n er at e d  s e p ar at e hist ori es.  
I n di vi d u als wit hi n  b ot h  gr o u ps  h a v e  m ai nt ai n e d  c o m m u ni 
c ati o n,  h a v e  s h ar e d t h e p ul pit,  att e n d e d  m e eti n gs,  et c.,  b ut  
w e  h a v e  n ot  b e e n  a bl e  t o cl e ar  u p  t h e pr o bl e ms  t h at e xist e d  
at  t h at ti m e.

As  r e c e ntl y as t h e mi d  1 9 8 0's  s e v er al of  us  fr o m b ot h  
gr o u ps  w er e  w or ki n g  t o g et h er t o p o ol  all o ur  w or n  a n d  
v al u a bl e  R estit uti o ns  t o b e  mi cr ofil m e d.  W e  e x pl or e d  t h e 
c o m m o n alit y  of  o ur  hist or y,  b ut  a gr e e d  it pr o b a bl y  w o ul d  
b e  f util e t o s e e k t o b e  u nifi e d  d u e  t o d o ctri n al  diff er e n c es.  
J ust s h ortl y b ef or e  t h at t h e y h a d  l e g all y i n c or p or at e d as  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h.

S o  w h at  d o es  all  t his b a c k gr o u n d  i nf or m ati o n m e a n ?
R e c e ntl y,  t h er e h as  b e e n  a n  e x c h a n g e  of  l ett ers b et w e e n  

s o m e of  o ur  writ ers,  t h e C hrist a d el p hi a ns,  a n d t h e 
m e m b ers  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h  ( h er e aft er 
r ef err e d t o as  C O G A F)  o v er  t h e us e  of  t h e t er m " C h ur c h  of  
G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h. "  Br ot h ers,  b e ar  i n mi n d  w e  n o

1  L ett er  t o Pr o p h eti c  W at c h m a n,  7: O ct. 1 2, 1 8 6 7:  2 6 5  b y  R.  V.  L y o n.

S us 球 nsi o n  Bri d g e,  N. Y.  ( A g c-t o- C o m c E v a n g elist  t o C a n a d a  W est.)  
^ Dr a b c nst oit, M ar k.  Ti di n gs,  J a n., 1 9 9 3, 2 3.

T h e  mi n ut es  of  t h e 1 8 8 8  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  at P hil a d el p hi a  s a y t h e 
ass o ci ati o n w as  t o b e  c all e d C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n C hrist  J es us i n t h e U. S.  a n d  

^ ^ ^ C a n a d a. I n di vi d u al c o n gr e g ati o ns c o ul d el e ct t o b e C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n 
J ^ ^ C hrist J es us or  C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e Bl ess e d  H o p e.  Mi n ut es,  Ar c hi v es.  
、 M orr o w,  G A.

― O G G C.  1 9 2 1.  S e e  R a n d all,  Hist ori c al  W a y m ar ks  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d.  Or e g o n,  I L, 1 9 7 6,  2 3.

— S c h mitt,  T h o m as.  " O ur C o nf er e n c e:  Its St art  a n d B asis. "  R estit uti o n  
H er al d,  7 5: 1.  O ct.,  1 9 8 5.  4 0,  4 1.



L. E. C o n n er,  l eft, a mi nist er  a n d
w as

p u blis hi n g H erit a g e  i n t h e A g c-t o- C o m e  M o v e m e nt

oro n

f o u n d er ? W e  l o o k b a c k  t o J os e p h M ars h  as a l e a di n g 
s p o k es m a n f or t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt  w hi c h  b e g a n  
o n  t h e E ast  c o ast a n d m o v e d  w est w ar d  as t h e c e nt ur y  
pr o gr ess e d.  T h e  r e a d er is r ef err e d t o t h e H erit a g e  Iss u e of  
T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  f or w hi c h  D a vi d  Gr a h a m  a n d I

l a w y er fr o m Cl e v el a n d,  w as  a g o o d  
fri e n d of S. J. Li n ds a y, f o u n d er a n d  
e dit or of T h e R estit uti o n  H er al d.  Li n d 
s a y c all e d C o n n er  •' Li n k, * * a n d Li n ds a y  
w as  " S a m. ”

l o n g er o w n  t h e ri g ht t o t h at p hr as e.  I nf or m all y, a m o n g  o ur 
s el v es, w e  ar e i n a gr e e m e nt t h at w e  h ol d  t o A br a h a m's  
f ait h. A ct u all y,  w e  s h o ul d b e  c ar ef ul  h o w  w e  us e  t h e t er m, 
p arti c ul arl y  i n o ur  p u bli c ati o ns.

I n a n  att e m pt  t o cl arif y  t o a  C hrist a d el p hi a n  a u di e n c e  
w h o  t h e C C X j A F  is, t h eir s p o k es m a n s u m m ari z e d t h eir 
b e gi n ni n gs  a n d  c ast  us  i n t h e r ol e of  vill ai ns  wit h o ut  d o c u 
m e nti n g  t h at cl ai m  wit h  a n y  pr o of.  C alli n g  us  "t h e l ar g er 
or g a ni z ati o n, " 5  h e  m a d e  s o m e str o n g cl ai ms  r e g ar di n g t h e 
U n d er w o o d/ Li n ds a y  q u esti o n,  a n d  g a v e  cr e dit  als o  t o B e n 
j a mi n Wils o n  f or f o u n di n g o ur  w or k  (r e m e m b er, w e  h a d  a  
c o m m o n  h erit a g e  i n B W's  d a y.)  Si n c e  w e  h a d  a  c o m m o n  
h erit a g e  u ntil 1 9 2 1,  h o w  c a n  it b e  s ai d Wils o n  w as  o ur

d e v el o p e d  a  ti m e li n e of  j o ur n al s u c c essi o n, s h o wi n g h o w 
t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt  w as  p u blis h e d  b y  o n e  offi ci al  
p a p er  t hr o u g h o ut o ur  hist or y  b a c k  t o 1 8 0 0.  T h es e  i n cl u d e 
t h e V oi c e  of  Tr ut h,  G os p el  B a n n er,  R estit uti o n,  a n d  R esti- ( 
t uti o n H er al d,  a m o n g  ot h ers. 6

B e nj a mi n  Wils o n  t a u g ht t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  e art h,  
o n e n ess  of  G o d,  c o n diti o n al  i m m ort alit y, a n d  pr e mill e ni al  
r et ur n of  C hrist,  a n d w hil e  s oli d i n his  t e a c hi n g of  t h os e 
t o pi cs, h e  m ust  h a v e  b e e n  w or ki n g  o ut  his  t h e ol o g y i n 
ot h er  ar e as.  H e  e vi d e ntl y  b eli e v e d  i n u ni v ers al  r es urr e cti o n 
as  e arl y  as 1 8 5 8, 7  b ut  b y  1 8 6 9  p u blis h e d  his  pr o  st a n c e o n  
li mit e d r es urr e cti o n, a 1 8 0- d e gr e e  t ur n a b o ut i n p ositi o n. 8  
H e  f ell o ws hi p e d e xt e nsi v el y  wit h  J o h n  T h o m as,  f o u n d er of  
t h e C hrist a d el p hi a ns  a n d a nt a g o nist t o J os e p h M ars h  i n 
R o c h est er,  N. Y.,  y et  w ors hi p e d  i n " T h e Dis ci pl es  M e eti n g  
H o us e, "  w hi c h  h e  h a d  b uilt  d uri n g  t h e ti m e h e  f ell o ws hi p e d 
wit h  Al e x a n d er  C a m p b ell.  S o  str o n g w as  his  ass o ci ati o n  
wit hi n  his  c o m m u nit y  wit h  C a m p b ell  t h at t h e hist ori a ns  of  
G e n e v a,  Illi n ois, h a v e  err o n e o usl y  st at e d h e  w as  a  C a m p 
b ellit e,  n e v er  m e nti o ni n g  his  ass o ci ati o n  wit h  t h e C hrist a 
d el p hi a ns  or  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d. 9

F urt h er,  w h e n  h e  m o v e d  t o C alif or ni a  i n 1 8 7 0,  w e  h a v e  
l ett ers fr o m hi m  st ati n g his  a c c e pt a n c e  of  J os e p his m, i. e., 
J os e p h w as  t h e f at h er of  C hrist.  His  n e p h e ws  st a u n c hl y  
wit hi n  t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt,  h a v e  e x c us e d  hi m  b y  
s a yi n g i n his  ol d  a g e h e  b e c a m e  f or g etf ul ( Al z h ei m ers, 
p er h a ps ?)  a n d w as  c o er c e d  b y  u ns cr u p ul o us  p e o pl e  i nt o 
p utti n g  his  n a m e  t o t h at f als e d o ctri n e. 1 0  W e  r e all y c a n't  ( 
k n o w  t h at o n e  w a y  or  t h e ot h er  u nl ess  s o m e o n e is a bl e  t o 
r es e ar c h it a n d  d o c u m e nt  it!

L est  t his s e e m i nfl a m m at or y, l et m e  h ast e n  t o s a y, I 
gr e w  u p  i n t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  m e nt or e d  b y  
E v el y n  A usti n  a n d  L eil a  W hit e h e a d.  Dr.  W hit e h e a d  w as  t h e 
ni e c e  of  B e nj a mi n  Wils o n.  I gr e w  u p  l e ar ni n g of  hi m  a n d  
r e v eri n g hi m.  H o w e v er,  w e  m ust  r e a d t h e r e c or d c ar ef ull y  
as  hist ori a ns.  W e  m ust  str ai n t o b e  a c c ur at e.  Mist a k es  will  
h a p p e n  wit h  t h e m ost  c ar ef ul w or k,  a n d w e  f ell o w his 
t ori a ns m ust  a ct  as  P oi nt  a n d  C o u nt er p oi nt  t o e a c h  ot h er's  
w or k.  L et  us  pr o c e e d  c a uti o usl y, b ut  l et us  h ast e n  t o 
pr o c e e d.  L et  t h e br ot h er  fr o m t h e C O G A F  j oi n us  i n 
r es p o nsi bl e s c h ol ars hi p. If t h e L or d  t arri es i nt o t h e n e xt  
c e nt ur y,  it b e h o o v es  us  t o s e e k  o ut  t h e f a cts, a n d  t o al w a ys  
d o c u m e nt.  D o c u m e nt.  D o c u m e nt

—— R e a d ers'  r es p o ns e i n vit e d.

6 Stils o n.  " T h e j....................... '- '-"
1 8 0 0- 1 9 8 5.  R estit uti o n  H er al d,  R uss  M a g a w,  E d.,  7 5: 1,  O ct.,  1 9 8 5.  2 0-  

2 4
'L ett er  b y B.  B e als  t o B.  Wils o n  "I n q uir y C o n c er ni n g  t h e N o n  

R es u n e cti o n  of  Wi c k e d. "  G os p el  B a n n er,  6/ 2 6/ 1 8 6 0,  9 2. R e pl y  t o B e als  
b y  B.  Wils o n,  s a m e iss u e, 9 2,  9 3.

° B. Wils o n.  " S cri pt ur al I n q uir y o n R es urr e cti o n — Li mit e d  
U ni v ers al. "  Lif e  a n d  I m m ort alit y Br o u g ht  t o Lif e,  u n d at e d,  3 0 9- 3 1 3.

‘C a m p b ell,  Al e x a n d er.  " L ett er disf ell o ws hi p pi n g Wils o n  fr o m 

Dis ci pl es  of  C hrist. 1 ' G os p el  B a n n er,  B.  Wils o n,  E d.,  8: 1 8 6 0,  7.
一 G e n e v a,  Illi n ois: A  Hist or y  of  Ils Ti m es  a n d  Pl a c es.  G e n e v a  P u bli c  

Li br ar y,  r e p. 1 9 8 5,  2 7 2.
】 “ B.  Wils o n  fil e, Ar c hi v es.  C O G G C.  M orr o w,  G A.

， W c  pr es e ntl y  h a v e  l ess t h a n 1 0 0  c o n gr e g ati o ns wit h  a g o al t o a d d  

n e w  c h ur c h es  or  gr o u ps  b y  t h e t ur n of  t h e c e nt ur y.
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n ot  b eli ef  i n t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m

I

J os e p h  M ars h's  D o ctri n al  D e v el o p m e nt  
a n d

C o nfli cts  wit h  C hrist a d el p hi a nis m

T h e  R est o r ati o n  of  Is r a el
B y  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e ni n et e e nt h  c e nt ur y, p ost-  

mill e n ni alis m  w as  t h e pr e v aili n g  es c h at ol o gi c al vi e w  of  
C hrist e n d o m.  B o m  of  t h e o pti mis m  of  W est er n  ci vili z ati o n,  
p ost mill e ni alis m  p osit e d  a c o n v ersi o n of  t h e w orl d  t o 
C hristi a nit y,  i. e., t h e est a blis h m e nt of  t h e mill e n ni al  
Ki n g d o m,  pri or  t o t h e r et ur n of  C hrist.  T h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e 
r est or ati o n of  Isr a el w as  virt u all y  u n h e ar d  of;  f e w w o ul d  
t e a c h s u c h a  t hi n g.

S o m e  v oi c es  b e g a n  t o h er al d  t h e m ess a g e  of  Isr a el's 
mill e n ni al  d esti n y,  h o w e v er.  I n t h e first d e c a d e  of  t h e ni n e 
t e e nt h c e nt ur y  i n A m eri c a,  Eli as  S mit h,  c o-f o u n d er  of  t h e 
r e vi v alisti c, n o ns e ct ari a n  C hristi a n  C o n n e cti o n, 4  pr e a c h e d  
e xt e nsi v el y  a b o ut  t h e r est or ati o n of  n ati o n al  Isr a el a c c or di n g  
t o t h e fl es h. I n t h e U nit e d  Ki n g d o m,  m a n y  es c h at ol o gi c al  
iss u es w er e  cl arifi e d  b y  s u c h m e n  as  H e nr y  Dr u m m o n d  a n d  
E d w ar d  Ir vi n g i n t h e Al b ur y  P ar k  C o nf er e n c es  ( 1 8 2 6- 
1 8 3 0).

A  m a n  n a m e d  J a m es M c Mill a n,  b o m  i n S c otl a n d  i n 
1 7 9 9,  f oll o w e d Ir vi n g's t e a c hi n gs cl os el y.  Aft er  h e  w as  e x 
p ell e d  fr o m t h e Pr es b yt eri a n  C h ur c h  f br r ej e cti n g t h e d o c 
tri n e of  t h e Tri nit y,  M c Mill a n  c a m e  t o A m eri c a  a n d  s ettl e d  
i n R o c h est er,  N e w  Y or k,  i n 1 8 3 6. 5 W e  s h all r et ur n t o 
M c Mill a n  s h ortl y.

Dr.  J o h n T h o m as  w as  b o m i n 1 8 0 5 i n L o n d o n,  
E n gl a n d,  t h e s o n of  a  mi nist er.  H e  mi gr at e d  t o A m eri c a  i n 
1 8 3 2.  T h at  s a m e y e ar  h e  w as  b a pti z e d  b y  W alt er  S c ott  i nt o 
t h e C a m p b ellit e  m o v e m e nt

I n 1 8 3 4,  T h o m as  b e g a n  e diti n g his  first s eri al p u b 
li c ati o n, T h e  A p ost oli c  A d v o c at e.  I n t his j o ur n al h e  
affir m e d  t h e pr e mill e n ni al  r et ur n of  C hrist  f or t h e p ur p os e  
of  r est ori n g t h e Ki n g d o m  t o Isr a el a n d  t a u g ht t h at t hr o u g h 
f ait h t h e G e ntil es  c o ul d  p arti ci p at e  i n t h os e pr o mis es.

J os e p h  M a rs h  a n d  t h e Mill e rit e  Mill e n ni u m
J os e p h M ars h  w as  b o m  i n V er m o nt  i n 1 8 0 2.  E arl y  i n 

M ars h's  lif e his  f a mil y m o v e d  t o N e w  Y or k,  w h er e  his

W h at  e x a ctl y is t h e hist ori c al  c o n n e cti o n  b et w e e n  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( A br a h a mi c F ait h)  a n d  C hrist a d el p hi a nis m ?  
T h e  e arl y  c a m ar a d eri e  b et w e e n  J o h n  T h o m as  a n d  t h e Wil 
s o ns is c o m m o n  k n o wl e d g e,  b ut  t h er e is m u c h  m or e  t o t h e 
st or y.

O v er  t h e l ast y e ar  w e  h a v e  stri v e n t o u n d erst a n d  w h at  
w e nt  o n  b et w e e n  pr o mi n e nt  C h ur c h  of  G o d  pi o n e er  J os e p h 
M ars h,  A d v e nt  C hristi a n  N at h a ni el  Fi el d,  a n d C hrist a-  
d el p hi a n  f o u n d er J o h n T h o m as.  It s e e m e d t o us  t h at t h e 
c o n n e cti o ns  b et w e e n  t h es e m e n,  g oi n g  all t h e w a y  b a c k  t o 
t h e 1 8 4 0's,  w er e  si g nifi c a nt f or T h o m as *  d o ctri n al  d e v el o p 
m e nt  a n d r e b a ptis m i n 1 8 4 7. 1 H o w e v er,  m or e  e xt e nsi v e  
r es e ar c h h as  r e v e al e d t h at T h o m as  u n d erst o o d  t h e d o ctri n e  
of  t h e pr e mill e n ni al Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ( al o n g wit h  t h e 
r est or ati o n of  n ati o n al  Isr a el i n t h e fl es h) as e arl y as t h e 
1 8 3 0 * 5,  w h e n  h e  w as  e dit or  of  t h e A p ost oli c  A d v o c at e d  I n 
a d diti o n,  T h o m as *  r e b a ptis m t o o k pl a c e  i n M ar c h  of  1 8 4 7,  
m o nt hs  b ef or e  h e  h a d  e v e n  m et  J os e p h M ars h. 3

W e  ar e l eft, t h e n, wit h  a h ost  of  q u esti o ns.  W h at  w er e  
t h e c o n n e cti o ns  b et w e e n  J os e p h M ars h  a n d  J o h n T h o m as ?  
Di d  o n e  i nfl u e n c e t h e ot h er ?  If s o, t o w h at  d e gr e e ?  W h at  
w as  t h e d o ctri n al  d e v el o p m e nt  of  M ars h  a n d T h o m as ?  
A b o ut  w h at  h a d  t h e y b e e n  i n a gr e e m e nt,  a n d  w h at  w as  t h e 
c a us e  of  ± eir  f alli n g o ut ?  O nl y  a  t h or o u g h e x a mi n ati o n  of  
t h e " bi g g er  pi ct ur e' 1 c a n  yi el d  s o m e a ns w ers.

l Cf. J a n et Stils o n,  D a vi d  Gr a h a m,  a n d M ar k  M attis o n,  " A  
Bri ef  Hist or y  of  t h e F or m ati o n  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e, u A  J o ur n al  fr o m t h e R a di c al  R ef or m ati o n,  F all  1 9 9 1,  
V ol.  1, N o.  1, 4 7,  a n d J a n et Stils o n,  " Hist ori c al N e wsl ett er  G o es  
I nt er n ati o n al, " C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  Hist or y  
N e wsl ett er,  S u m m er  1 9 9 2,  V ol.  5,  N o.  1, 7.

2j o h n T h o m as'  arti cl e " O n t h e N a m es  of  o ur P eri o di c als' *  
,( H er al d of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  t o C o m e,  J a n u ar y 1 8 5 1, V ol.  1,  

N o.  1) w as  q u ot e d  o ut  of  c o nt e xt i n A  J o ur n al  fr o m t h e R a di c al  
R ef or m ati o n.  It w as
t h at l e d t o T h o m as'  r c b a ptis m i n 1 8 4 7, b ut his c o n vi cti o n t h at 
b eli ef i n t h e pr c mill c n ni al Ki n g d o m  ( c o m pl et e wit h  t h e 
.r est or ati o n of  Isr a el) is n e c ess ar y  f or s al v ati o n a n d m ust  pr e c e d e  
" b a ptis m.

‘T h us  t h e c hr o n ol o gi c al c h art i n t h e Hist or y  N e wsl ett er,  
O ct o b cr/ N o v c m b er,  V ol.  5, N os.  1, 2, is misl e a di n g  i n its 
ass erti o n i h at i n 1 8 4 3 "J o h n T h o m as  st u di es as p e cts of  Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d  wit h  N.  Fi el d,  I n di a n a, a n d is r e b a pti z e d. W or ks  wit h  A g c-  
l o- C oi n c e v a n g elists u ntil  T h o m as  s plit i n 1 8 4 8. "

4 It s h o ul d b e  n ot e d t h at t h e C hristi a ns  ( or C hrist y a ns,  n ot  t o 
b e c o nf us e d wit h  t h e C a m p b cllit cs)  g e n er all y r e p u di at e d 
Tri nit ari a n  d o g m a ( S mit h hi ms elf w as  a n Ari a n)  a n d t h e 
i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul.

5 Ti m  R y a n,  c orr es p o n d e n c e.



i m m ort al s ai nts, j ust as t h e

Wis d o m  &  P o w er,  J ul y 1 9 9 1, V ol.  5,  N o.  4,  2 0ff.
* f C  Ct 1 1  I n m  a n  t • « «  1 I T Q  — 一  •• t •

R e vi e w,  c d. b y  J os h u a Hi m es,  1 8 4 4,  V ol.  1, 4 7.

° D a vi d Gr a h a m,  " C h ur c h of  G o d  C o n n e cti o n  &  R e vi e w, "  

Wis d o m  &.  P o w er,  J ul y 1 9 9 1, V ol.  5,  N o.  4,  2 0ff.
Cf ：  c. g., "I nf cr c nli al E vi d e n c e, "  T h e  C hristi a n  P all a di u m,  

A u g ust  2, 1 8 4 3.
W' T h e  Ris e  a n d Pr o gr ess  of  A d v e ntis m ； ' T h e  A d v e nt  S hi el d  a n d

T h e  HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R  is p u blis h e d  c o n c u n c ntl y  wit h  T h e  R es  
Illi n ois. J a n et Slils o n,  E dit or,  G or d o n  L a n dr y,  C o m p osi n g  E dit or,  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  L ett ers  of  I m

C a n a a n;  t h e m or e  criti c all y t h e q u esti o n  h as  b e e n  
i n v esti g at e d, t h e m or e  s atisf a ct or y h a v e  t h e e vi d e n c es  
a p p e ar e d,  t h at h e  is n ot  a  J e w w h o  is o n e  o ut w ar dl y,  
b ut  i n w ar dl y, o n e  w h o  is C hrist's,  a n d  t h at s u c h o nl y <  
will  b e  g at h er e d  i nt o t h e l a n d pr o mis e d  t o t h eir f at h er 
A br a h a m,  t h e h e a v e nl y  c o u ntr y. 9

M ars h  p u blis h e d  s e v er al arti cl es  b y  s u c h Mill erit e  writ ers  
as  J osi a h Lit c h  a n d  J. B. C o o k  d ef e n di n g  t h es e d o ctri n es  
e xt e nsi v el y.

O n  J a n u ar y 2 9,  1 8 4 7,  a  C h arl es  B e e c h er  of  F ort  W a y n e,  
I o w a, wr ot e  a p ers o n al  l ett er c h all e n gi n g M ars h  o n  his  
vi e w  of  Isr a el's r est or ati o n. T h e  l ett er w as  p u blis h e d,  al o n g  
wit h  a  r es p o ns e, o n  M ar c h  1 7,  1 8 4 7. 1 0  B e e c h er  w as  als o  a  
pr e mill e n ni alist,  b ut  h e  w as  n ot  a n  A d v e ntist.  I n f a ct, h e  
w as  g e n er all y  v er y  h ar d  o n  t h e A d v e ntists. 1 1

B e e c h er  a c c us e d  M ars h  of  s pirit u ali zi n g t h e pr o p h e ci es  
i n m u c h  t h e s a m e f as hi o n as  t h e p ost mill e n ni alists;  M ars h  
r es p o n d e d t h at i n f a ct his  d e ni al  of  t h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el 
i n t h e fl es h w as  b as e d  o n  a lit er al i nt er pr et ati o n of  S cri p 
t ur e. F oll o wi n g  t h e bri ef  e x c h a n g e, M ars h  p u blis h e d  a  
s eri es of  arti cl es  b y  B e e c h er  o n  t h e mill e n ni u m.  H e  c o n 
ti n u e d t o all o w B e e c h er  t o e x pr ess his  vi e ws  aft er h e  
r e n a m e d t h e p a p er  t h e T h e  A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er  l at er i n t h e 
s a m e y e ar.  C o m m e nti n g  o n  o n e  of  B e e c h er's  arti cl es,  
M ars h  wr ot e:

Mr.  B e e c h er's  arti cl e  i n t his d a y's  p a p er  w e  c a n n ot  
f ull y e n d ors e, y et  it c o nt ai ns s o m e v al u a bl e  tr ut hs 
w hi c h  w e  c h e erf ull y  pr es e nt  t o o ur  r e a d ers. T h e  p oi nl  
fr o m w hi c h  w e  ar e  c o nstr ai n e d  b y  t h e w or d  of  t h e L or d  
t o diss e nt  is, t h e d o ctri n e  of  pr o b ati o n  of  a t h o us a n d 
y e ars  aft er  t h e s e c o n d a d v e nt  of  C hrist.  W e  d esi g n,  t h e 
L or d  willi n g,  as s o o n as c o n v e ni e nt, t o gi v e  t his 
q u esti o n  a t h or o u g h e x a mi n ati o n. L et  ot h ers  d o  t h e 
s a m e i n t h e li g ht of  t h e g os p el  a n d  t h e y will  b e  g ui d e d  
i n t h eir i n v esti g ati o ns t o a j ust c o n cl usi o n of  t his 
m att er. 1 2

G o n e  w as  t h e fir m c o n vi cti o n  t h at t h e iss u e h a d  b e e n  
a d e q u at el y  e x pl or e d  b y  t h e A d v e ntist  m o v e m e nt;  n o w  t h e 
iss u e w as  o n e  w hi c h  h e  w as  g oi n g  t o e x a mi n e  m or e  cl os el y  
w h e n  h e  h a d  t h e o p p ort u nit y.

I n t h e m e a nti m e,  h e  c o nti n u e d t o s u p p ort t h e Mill erit e  
t h e or y, p u blis hi n g  arti cl es  w hi c h  c o nf us e d R e v el ati o n  2 1  
wit h  R e v el ati o n  2 0.  M ars h  w as  t o cli n g t o t his Mill erit e

p ar e nts  w er e  disf ell o ws hi p e d  b y  t h e M et h o dist  E pis c o p al  
C h ur c h  f or r ej e cti n g t h e Tri nit y.  N ot  l o n g aft er w ar d,  
M ars h's  m ot h er  di e d.

At  t h e a g e of  1 6,  M ars h  w al k e d  t o R o c h est er  t o li v e 
wit h  his  br ot h er  J a m es. A  f e w y e ars  l at er, i n 1 8 2 3,  M ars h  
w as  b a pti z e d  i nt o t h e C hristi a n  C o n n e cti o n.  T h e  f oll o wi n g 
y e ar  h e  e nt er e d  t h e mi nistr y. 6

I n 1 8 3 9  M ars h  b e c a m e  t h e e dit or of  T h e  C hristi a n  
P all a di u m.  I n t his j o ur n al h e  vi g or o usl y  d ef e n d e d  pr e 
mill e n ni al  d o ctri n e  a g ai nst  t h e pr e v aili n g  p ost mill e n ni al  
t h e or y. H o w e v er,  h e  w as  e q u all y vi g or o us  i n d e n yi n g  t h e 
mill e n ni al  r est or ati o n of  Isr a el i n t h e fl es h.7 T his  w as  
e ntir el y  c o nsist e nt  wit h  Mill erit e  d o ctri n e.

M ars h  h a d  fi n all y b e c o m e  a Mill erit e  i n 1 8 4 2.  Wit h  
Willi a m  Mill er  a n d  ot h ers,  M ars h  b e g a n  t o pr o cl ai m  t h at 
C hrist  w as  g oi n g  t o r et ur n s o m eti m e i n 1 8 4 3.  H e  d ef e n d e d  
t his d o ctri n e  i n t h e P all a di u m,  as  w ell  as  t h e Mill erit e  t h e oi y 
of  t h e mill e n ni u m.

T h e  Mill erit es,  or  A d v e ntists,  c o ul d b e  disti n g uis h e d  
fr o m t h e " mill e n ari a ns " b y  t h eir b eli ef  t h at "t h e d es c e nt  of  
t h e N e w  J er us al e m will  b e  at  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e t h o us a n d 
y e ars. " 8  Si m pl y  p ut,  t h e Mill erit es  r e g ar d e d R e v el ati o n  2 1  
as  a r est at e m e nt of  R e v el ati o n  2 0.  T h e  N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  
N e w  E art h  w er e  t h e mill e n ni al  r est or ati o n. T h e  d estr u cti o n  
b y  fir e of  2  P et er  3: 1 0- 1 2  w as  pr e mill e n ni al,  n ot  p ost 
mill e n ni al.

F or  t h e Mill erit e,  t h er e w as  n o  r o o m f or a " pr o b ati o n "  
p eri o d  w h er e b y  m ort als  c o ul d e nt er t h e mill e n ni u m  i n 
n at ur al  b o di es.  O nl y  r es urr e ct e d s ai nts w o ul d  i n h erit t h e 
Ki n g d o m.  T h e  J e ws w o ul d  i n d e e d b e  r est or e d t o t h eir l a n d, 
b ut  n ot  i n t h eir m ort al  b o di es;  o nl y t h os e J e ws w h o  
a c c e pt e d C hrist  pri or  t o His  r et ur n w o ul d  r ul e i n t h e 
Ki n g d o m,  a n d t h e n as  
i m m ort ali z e d s ai nts of  all  t h e ki n g d o ms  of  t h e e art h  w o ul d  
r et ai n t h eir n ati o n al  disti n cti v e n ess.

M ars h  still h el d  o nt o  t h es e vi e ws  w h e n  h e  b e g a n  his  
o w n  p a p er  i n 1 8 4 4,  a  Mill erit e  j o ur n al e ntitl e d  T h e  V oi c e  of  
Tr ut h  &  Gl a d  Ti di n gs  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  at  H a n d.  T h o u g h  
e x pl ai ni n g  t h at h e  h a d  b e e n  wr o n g  a b o ut t h e c o mi n g  of  
C hrist  i n ' 4 3, M ars h  wr ot e  t h at:

W e  h a v e  n ot  b e e n  mist a k e n  i n o ur  f ait h r el ati v e t o t h e 
s e c o n d p ers o n al  a d v e nt  of  C hrist. — T h e  e vi d e n c es  t h at 
h e will  c o m e a g ai n h a v e n ot b e e n i n t h e l e ast 
i n v ali d at e d b y  a n y  mist a k es  of  o urs.

W e  h a v e  n ot  b e e n  mist a k e n  i n o ur  f ait h i n t h e 
pr e mill e n ni al  a d v e nt  of  C hrist.  T h e  e vi d e n c es  t h at his  
c o mi n g  pr e c e d es  t h e mill e n ni al  gl or y  ar e  c o n cl usi v e.

N or  h a v e  w e  b e e n  mist a k e n  i n o ur  vi e ws  o n  t h e 
r et ur n of  t h e J e ws a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h, t o t h e l a n d of

^ " Mist a k es E x pl ai n e d, "  T h e  V oi c e  of  Tr ut h,  M a y  2 7, 1 8 4 6,  
V ol.  1 0,  N os.  8 &  9,  6 6.

1 0 V oi c e  of  Tr ut h,  V ol.  1 3,  N o.  1 2,  9 2.
1 ' Cf. T h e  A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er,  A u g ust  3, 1 8 4 7,  V ol.  1 5,  N o.  6;  

A u g ust  3 1, 1 8 4 7, V ol.  1 5, N o.  1 0; S e pt e m b er  2 1, 1 8 4 7, V ol.  1 5,  
N o.  1 3. B c e c h cr  als o b eli e v e d i n t h e d eit y of  C hrist  a n d t h e 
i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul.

^ A d v e nt H ar bi n g er,  J ul y 6, 1 8 4 7,  V ol.  1 5,  N o.  2, 1 3.  [



tr a diti o n f or a n ot h er  t w o y e ars.

t o t h e

c o p y of  t h e H ar bi n g er  t o T h o m as  a n d r e q u est e d

^ A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er,  A u g ust  1 7, 1 8 4 7,  V ol.  1 5,  N o.  8,  6 4.

B e c k y  H all,  T y p es ett er.  A n n u al  S u bs cri pti o n,  $ 1 2. C h ur c h  of  G o d
li u ai o n H er al d  b y  l h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  at Or e g o n,  

q uir y,  M a n us cri pts  t o E dit or,  6 0 7  S.  4t h  St,  Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1.

arti cl e b y N at h a ni el  Fi el d,  
a n d Bi bl e

t h e D o ct or  
r c-

h ort ati o n  fr o m hi m;  b ut  c o nfi n e d  hi m  st n ctl y t o t h e a ct  
d efi n e d.  It is c ert ai n,  f or m a n y  r e as o ns, h e  will  n e v er  
dis p e ns e  t o us  i n a n y  f or m or  s h a p e a g ai n.  H e  is i n t h e 
h a n ds  of  hi m  w h o  will  d e al  wit h  hi m  a c c or di n g  t o his  
d e e ds;  a n d  t h er e w e  l e a v e hi m,  b ei n g  w ell  ass ur e d  t h at 
w h at e v er  m a y  b e c o m e  of  hi m,  tr ut h will  b e  vi n di c at e d,  
a n d  m ali c e  p ut  t o s h a m e. 1 3

H er e  w e  l e ar n t h at T h o m as *  u n n a m e d  r e b a pti z er 1)  h a d  
hi ms elf  b e e n  r e-i m m ers e d, 2)  cl ai m e d  t o b e  i n d o ctri n al  
a gr e e m e nt wit h  T h o m as,  a n d 3)  h a d  si n c e f all e n i nt o 
disr e p ut e  wit h  T h o m as.  N eit h er  N at h a ni el  Fi el d  n or  J os e p h 
M ars h  c o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  t his r e b a pti z er, f or n eit h er  of  t h e m 
b eli e v e d  i n r e-i m m ersi o n a n d  n eit h er  of  t h e m b eli e v e d  i n t h e 
r est or ati o n of  Isr a el a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h1 4  (t h o u g h M ars h  
w as  s o o n t o a c c e pt  t his d o ctri n e);  f urt h er m or e, T h o m as  w as  
n ot  t o m e et  M ars h  f or s e v er al m o nt hs.

L at er  t h at s a m e y e ar,  a  Br o di er  H e y es  t ol d M ars h  a b o ut  
T h o m as'  p a p er,  T h e H er al d  of  t h e F ut ur e  A g e.  M ars h  s e nt a  

a n

J o h n T h o m as  a n d J os e p h M ars h  
I n t h e m e a nti m e,  J o h n T h o m as  h a d c o m e  

c o n cl usi o n  t h at his  b a ptis m  b y  W alt er  S c ott  w as  i n v ali d. 
T h e  s a m e m o nt h  t h at M ars h  p u blis h e d  C h arl es  B e e c h efs  
l ett er, T h o m as  w as  r e b a pti z e d. H e  wr ot e  of  t h e e x p eri e n c e:

If s u c h a n  i m m ers e d m a n  c o m e  t o u n d erst a n d  a n d  
b eli e v e  t h e tr ut h aft er  his  i m m ersi o n i n his  i g n or a n c e, 
l et n ot  s u c h a n  o n e  d e c ei v e  hi ms elf  b y  s u p p osi n g his  
i m m ersi o n is a n y  b ett er  t h a n a  J e wis h a bl uti o n. It is n o  
b ett er.  It is utt erl y  w ort hl ess;  a n d  b ei n g  c o n vi n c e d  of  
t his, w e  w er e  i m m ers e d a  s e c o n d ti m e b y  o n e  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  r e-i m m ers e d, a n d  w h o  d e cl ar e d  t o us  h e  b eli e v e d 
t h e g os p el  of  t h e ki n g d o m  w e  d esir e d  t o o b e y.  W e  
p er mitt e d  hi m  t o d o  n ot hi n g  b ut  pr o n o u n c e  t h e w or ds  
of  C hrist,  a n d,  h a vi n g  p ut  us  u n d er  t h e w at er,  t o r ais e 
us  u p  a g ai n. W e  c o nf ess e d t o G o d  b ef or e  w e  w e nt  
d o w n  i nt o t h e w at er,  a n d wit h  o ur  o w n  v oi c e  c all e d  
u p o n  his  n a m e.  W e  a c c e pt e d n eit h er  pr a y er  n or  e x 
h ort ati o n  fr o m hi m;  b ut  c o nfi n e d  hi m  stri ctl y t o t h e

】 3 ” El pis  Isr a el's W a n d eri n g  St ar, "  H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  
A g e  t o C o m e,  J a n u ar y 1 8 5 3,  V ol.  3,  N o.  1, 1 8, 1 9.

1 4 F or  Fi el d's  vi e ws  o n  l h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el a n d r e b a ptis m, 
cf. S ar a h  R o x a n n a  Wi n c e,  " T h e St or y  of a H a p p y  C hristi a n  
Lif e. — N o.  6 0, ” T h e  R estit uti o n,  S e pt.  2, 1 9 0 8,  V ol.  5 7,  N o.  3 3:  
" B ut t h e d o ct or  n e v er  c o ul d  gr as p  t h e r et ur n of  Isr a el— s m art as h e  
w as,  a n d m a n y  a n ar g u m e nt  di d  Sist er  R uss ell's  p ar e nts  h a v e  wit h 
hi m  o n  t h e s u bj e ct.

" W h e n Br os.  R c c d  a n d St e p h e ns o n  h el d a t w o w e e k's  m e eti n g  
i n J eff ers o n vill e, t h e y c o n vi n c e d t h eir h e ar ers t h at Isr a el w o ul d  
r et ur n t o t h eir o w n l a n d, a n d Dr.  Fi el d  h a d t o list e n t o it all.  
M a n y  w er e  r c-i m m crs c d, a m o n g t h e n u m b er  b ei n g  q uit e  a b o d y  of  
C a m p h ellit es — s o m e of  t h e l e a di n g m e m b ers,  a n d as ' 「  
w o ul d  p ersist  i n t a ki n g i n p e o pl e  fr o m ot h er  c h ur c h es wit h o ut  
i m m ersi o n m a n y  of  t h e ol d er  m e m b ers  wit h dr e w.  . . .n

e x c h a n g e. 1 5  Of  t h e H er al d,  M ars h  wr ot e:
" H er al d of  t h e F ut ur e  A g e. " — W e  h a v e  j ust e nt er e d  

t his m o nt hl y  p eri o di c al  u p o n  o ur  e x c h a n g e list. It is 
p u blis h e d  b y  J o h n T h o m as,  M. D.,  i n Ri c h m o n d,  V a.  
T h o u g h  w e  c a n n ot  s e e t h at t h e e dit or  is c orr e ct  i n his  
o pi ni o ns,  r el ati v e t o t h e g at h eri n g,  t o t h e l a n d of  
P al esti n e,  of  t h e J e ws a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h, y et  w e  
m ost  h e artil y  a gr e e  wit h  hi m  i n s e v er al ot h er  i m p ort a nt 
p ositi o ns  h e  h as  t a k e n. As  s o o n as w e  c a n  fi n d r o o m, 
w e  s h all gi v e  s o m e e xtr a cts  fr o m t his w or k. 1 6

Pri or  t o t his ti m e T h o m as  h a d  b e e n  i n f ell o ws hi p wit h  
N at h a ni el  Fi el d.  H e  wr ot e:

I n t h e d a ys  of  o ur  i g n or a n c e of  t h e G os p el  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m 1 7  w e  w er e  i n d e n o mi n ati o n al  fr at er nit y wit h  
N at h a ni el  Fi el d,  M. D.;  b ut  wit h  J os e p h M ars h,  as a  
C hrist y a n,  Mill erit e,  or  o u g ht  els e, w e  h a v e  h a d  n o  
e c cl esi asti c al r el ati o n. I n M ar c h,  1 8 4 7,  w e  l eft fri e n d 
N at h a ni el  i n f ell o ws hi p wit h  all  t h e s e nti m e nts (t h o u g h 
i n t h e f oll o wi n g S e pt e m b er  h e r e n o u n c e d "t h e  
R ef or m ati o n "  of  A[l e x a n d er]  C[ a m p b ell]);  f or at  t h at 
ti m e w e  p u bli cl y r e n o u n c e d all f ell o ws hi p wit h  
" C hrist e n d o m, " a n d  its n a m es  a n d  d e n o mi n ati o ns,  o n e  
a n d  all.  Fri e n d  J os e p h [ M ars h] w as  t h e n fl o u n d eri n g i n 
Mill eris m,  a n d c o nt e n di n g wit h  "t h e s ai nts " a b o v e  
n a m e d [J os h u a Hi m es,  G e or g e  St orrs,  et c.], a n d  
a g ai nst  t h e it e ms of  w h at  h e  c all e d  " c ar n al  j u d ais m, " 
w h er e v er  t h e y c h a n c e d  t o s h o w t h e ms el v es....

W hil e  h e  w as  i n t his c o n diti o n, t h at is, i n S e pt.  
1 8 4 7,  w e  wr ot e  t o hi m  fr o m B uff al o,  N. Y.,  s a yi n g,  
" p er c ei vi n g fr o m t h e A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er  t h at y o u  ar e  a  
m a n  of  pr o gr ess,  t h at is t o s a y, o n e  w h o  b eli e v es  t h at it 
is p ossi bl e,  a n d  e v e n  pr o b a bl e,  t h at t h er e is m or e  tr ut h 
i n t h e W or d  of  G o d  t h a n y o u  m a y  h a v e  y et  dis c o v er e d,  
I h a v e  c o n cl u d e d  t h at, u p o n  t h e pri n ci pl e  of  Ti e ari n g  all  
t hi n gs, a n d h ol di n g  f ast t o t h at w hi c h  is g o o d,'  y o u  
w o ul d  n ot  o nl y  h a v e  n o  o bj e cti o n,  b ut  d esir e  t o h e ar  if 
a n y li g ht w as  wit h  m e  m or e  t h a n y o u  h a v e  alr e a d y  
s e e n, I h a v e alr e a d y t h o u g ht it w o ul d  b e w ell,  
t h er ef or e, t o l et y o u  k n o w  t h at I w o ul d,  if a gr e e a bl e,  
s p e a k i n R o c h est er  o n  t h e G os p el,  or  Gl a d  Ti di n gs  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  If t his m e et  y o ur  a p pr o b ati o n  
a n d  t h at of  t h e fri e n ds, pl e as e  dr o p  m e  a  li n e u p o n  t h e 
s u bj e ct, a n d  i nf or mi n g m e  at  w h at  pl a c e  I s h all m a k e  
m y  a p p e ar a n c e. "  B ei n g  i n vit e d aft er  t his, w e  s u b mitt e d  
t hi n gs w hi c h  t h e y s ai d "i nt er est e d  t h e m m or e  t h a n t h e y 
e x p e ct e d, " a n d i nt o w hi c h  t h e y s ai d t h e y w o ul d  
e x a mi n e. 1 8

I n r etr os p e ct, M ars h  wr ot e  m or e  c a n di dl y a b o ut his

' ^ E dit ori al n ot e a p p e n d e d t o a n  
" T h o m asis m, N o.  3, " T h e Pr o p h eti c  E x p osit or  
A d v o c at e,  M a y  1 5, 1 8 5 9,  V ol.  2 9,  N o.  2 4,  6 6 5.

1 7 I. c., t h at a c c ur at e d o clri n al u n d erst a n di n g m ust  pr e c e d e  
b a ptis m.

^ " Hist ori c al  R e mi nis c e n c es, "  H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  
t o C o m e,  1 8 5 9, 6 5.



as w e

2 2,2 ° E x p osit or  a n d  A d v o c at e,  M a y  1 5, 1 8 5 9, V ol.  2 9, N o.  2 4,  
6 6 5.

its c h ar a ct er, i n h ar m o n y wit h  t h e v er y m a n y  
pr o p h e ci es  w hi c h  e vi d e ntl y r el at e t o t h at gl ori o us  
p eri o d.

W e  h a v e  h e ar d  a  n u m b er  of  l a b or e d dis c o urs es  
t h e mill e ni u m  [si c] of  R e v.  x x.,  i n w hi c h  a  h ar m o n y  of  
e v e nts  pr e di ct e d  i n t h at a n d  t h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er,  w as  
att e m pt e d i n a c c or d a n c e of  t h e vi e ws g e n er all y  
e nt ert ai n e d  a m o n g  us,  b ut  e v er y  s u c h eff ort,  t o us,  h as  
b e e n  a f ail ur e; c o ns e q u e ntl y w e  h a v e  n e v er  a d o pt e d  
t h os e vi e ws,  b ut,  at  t h e s a m e ti m e, w e  h a v e  c o nf ess e d  
o ur  i g n or a n c e r el ati v e t o t h e tr u e h ar m o n y  of  t h e e v e nts  
n a m e d  i n t h os e c h a pt ers.  W e  h a v e  fr e q u e ntl y r e m ar k e d 
i n r ef er e n c e t o t his m att er  t h at t h er e w as  gr e at  d ar k n ess  
a m o n g  us  a b o ut t h e r e al c h ar a ct er of  t h e mill e ni u m  
[si c], or  a g e  t o c o m e,  a n d  t h at t h e or d er  of  e v e nts  of  t h at 
p eri o d  w as  n ot  u n d erst o o d  b y  us.  B ut  w e  n o w  s a y wit h  
str o n g ass ur a n c e, t h at w e  h a v e  t h e tr u e li g ht o n  t his 
i m p ort a nt m att er,  w hi c h  w e  wit h  m u c h  s atisf a cti o n  
e n d e a v or  t o i m p art t o ot h ers. 2 1

T his  w as  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  his  n e xt  b o o k,  T h e  A g e  t o 
C o m e,  or  Gl ori o us  R estit uti o n  of  All  T hi n gs  S p o k e n  of  b y  
t h e M o ut h  of  All  t h e H ol y  Pr o p h ets  Si n c e  t h e W orl d  
B e g a n,  w hi c h  w as  p u blis h e d  i n 1 8 5 1.  I n t his b o o k,  h e  
r e p u di at e d t h e Mill erit e  vi e w of  t h e mill e n ni u m  a n d  
e x pl ai n e d  his  n e w  u n d erst a n di n g  t h at t h e N e w  H e a v e ns,  
N e w  E art h,  a n d  N e w  J er us al e m of  R e v el ati o n  2 1  w er e  t o 
f oll o w c hr o n ol o gi c all y  aft er  t h e mill e n ni u m  of  R e v el ati or] ^ ^  
2 0.  H a vi n g  m o v e d  t h e N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  N e w  E art h  b a c k ^ ^  

a t h o us a n d y e ars,  M ars h  n o w  h a d  r o o m f or t h at pr o b ati o n  
p eri o d  d uri n g  w hi c h  m ort al  J e ws a n d  G e ntil es  c o ul d  e nt er  
i nt o t h e mill e n ni al  Ki n g d o m.  A  J e wis h r e m n a nt w o ul d  
r e p e nt at  C hrist's  r et ur n a n d  e nt er  t h e mill e n ni u m  i n t h eir 
m ort al  b o di es.

T his  d o ctri n al  s hift pr o b a bl y  r e pr es e nts t h e m ost  cr u ci al  
p oi nt  i n M ars h's  c ar e er;  it w as  at  t his p oi nt  i n 1 8 5 0  t h at t h e 
d o ctri n e of  t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  as w e  b eli e v e it t o d a y 
cr yst alli z e d  i n M ars h's  mi n d.

Of  c o urs e  M ars h  h a d  n ot  c o m e  t o t h es e c o n cl usi o ns  i n a  
v a c u u m.  Writi n g  i n a  bi as e d  a n d  s ar c asti c t o n e, A u g ust us  
Si nt z e ni c k,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  M ars h's  pri nt er  f or n e arl y  t e n 
y e ars,  wr ot e:

T h e  m ost  i nt elli g e nt a n d  h o n est  of  t h e s u b- di visi o ns 
of  Mill eris m,  is t h at r e pr es e nt e d b y  t h e Pr o p h eti c  
E x p osit or,  p u blis h e d  i n t his cit y  b y  J os e p h M ars h,  wit h  
w h o m,  a n d  his  dis h o n est  a n d  s o p histi c al c o urs e  t h e l ast 
f e w y e ars  t h e r e a d ers of  t h e H er al d  ar e s o m e w h at 
a c q u ai nt e d.  B y  c o nti n u al r e a di n g of  s o m e of  t h e m or e  
c el e br at e d E n glis h  a ut h ors a n d writ ers  o n  s a cr e d 
pr o p h e c y;  a n d  t h e fr e q u e nt a n d  e ar n est  t esti m o n y t o t h e 
tr ut h b y  o n e  of  its m ost  a bl e  a n d  c o nsist e nt  t e a c h ers i n 
t his cit y, 2 2  t h e e dit or,  s e v er al y e ars  a g o,  w as  i n d u c e d t( ^ Bi

1 9 B y  c o ntr ast, M ars h  h a d  ar o u n d 2, 0 0 0  s u bs cri b ers.

i niti al i m pr essi o ns of  t h e H er al d  a n d d es cri b e d  T h o m as'  
s u bs e q u e nt  visits:

O n  t h e r e c ei pt of  t h e d o ct or's  s h e et, w e  f o u n d it 
c hi efl y  fill e d wit h  c utti n g  s ar c as m o n  A.  C a m p b ell  a n d  
ot h ers,  wit h  w h o m  t h e d o ct or  a p p e ar e d  t o b e  at  w ar.  
T h e  p a p er  w as  p o orl y  pri nt e d,  o n  p o or  p a p er,  a n d  w e  
s u bs e q u e ntl y l e ar n e d fr o m t h e d o ct or's  o w n  li ps, it h a d  
a s u bs cri pti o n-list s o m e s h ort of  4 0 0  s u bs cri b ers. 
H e n c e  his  s u p p ort ers a n d  s y m p at hi z ers w er e  t h e n f e w 
i n n u m b er. 1 9

Fi n di n g  s o m e g o o d  t hi n gs i n t h e d o ct or's  p a p er,  
es p e ci all y o n  t h e t h e m e of  lif e a n d d e at h,  a n d p er 
c ei vi n g  t h e d o ct or  t o b e  a  m a n  of  t al e nt, w e  i ntr o d u c e d 
hi m  a n d  his  p a p er  t o o ur  br et hr e n.  W e  m a d e  fr e q u e nt 
e xtr a cts  fr o m his  p a p er,  s p o k e f a v or a bl y of  it, a n d its 
e dit or, a n d fi n all y i n vit e d t h e d o ct or  t o att e n d a  
c o nf er e n c e  i n t his cit y, w h er e  h e  b e c a m e  a c q u ai nt e d  
wit h  m a n y  of  o ur  br et hr e n, a n d at ot h er  si mil ar 
m e eti n gs  a m o n gst  us,  w hi c h  h e  att e n d e d,  a n d  w h er e  h e  
dis p os e d  of  his  b o o ks,  o bt ai n e d  s u bs cri b ers t o his  
p a p er,  a n d  r e c ei v e d li b er all y of  t h e c o ntri b uti o ns  of  o ur  
br et hr e n.  H e  s p e nt, o n  o n e  of  t h es e visits,  n e arl y  a  
w e e k  i n o ur  f a mil y, t o o k p art  i n f a mil y d e v oti o ns,  
c o m m u n e d  wit h  us  a n d  ot h ers.  .. .2 0

Littl e  di d  M ars h  k n o w  t h at t his fri e n ds hi p w o ul d  h a v e  
dis astr o us  c o ns e q u e n c es  f or t h e R o c h est er  c h ur c h.

Aft er  pr o vi di n g  M ars h  a n d s e v er al m e m b ers  of  t h e 
R o c h est er  c o n gr e g ati o n wit h  s u bs cri pti o ns t o t h e H er al d,  
Tli o m as  l eft f or E n gl a n d  i n J u n e of  1 8 4 8.

I n 1 8 4 9, w hil e  i n E n gl a n d,  T h o m as  p u blis h e d  his 
i nfl u e nti al b o o k  El pis  Isr a el. M ars h  als o  p u blis h e d  a  b o o k 
t h at y e ar,  T h e  Bi bl e  D o ctri n e  or  Tr u e  G os p el  F ait h.  T h e  
Bi bl e  D o ctri n e  w as  a  Mill erit e  b o o k;  i n it M ars h  o utli n e d  t h e 
vi e w  of  t h e mill e n ni u m  w hi c h  h e  h a d  h el d  f or s o m a n y  
y e ars  a n d  h a d  e x pr ess e d  i n all  of  his  pr e vi o us  j o ur n als. H e  
still r e g ar d e d R e v el ati o n  2 1  as  a  r est at e m e nt of  R e v el ati o n  
2 0  a n d  d e ni e d  t h at Isr a el w o ul d  b e  r est or e d i n t h e fl es h; 
o nl y  i m m ort ali z e d s ai nts w o ul d  i n h erit t h e mill e n ni al  N e w  
H e a v e ns  a n d  N e w  E art h.

I n t h e l att er p art  of  t h at y e ar,  h o w e v er,  M ars h  fi n all y 
f ulfill e d his  pr o mis e  t o his  r e a d ers a n d  C h arl es  B e e c h er,  
h a vi n g  r e e x a mi n e d t h e iss u e of  Isr a el's r est or ati o n. H e  
wr ot e:

T h er e  is m u c h  d ar k n ess  i n t h e c h ur c h  r el ati v e t o t h e 
c h ar a ct er of  t h e a g e t o c o m e. A n d  m a n y  a d v e nt  
b eli e v ers,  w h o  m a k e  t h e pr o p h e ci es  t h eir st u d y, ar e  
gr e atl y  c o nf us e d o n  t his i m p ort a nt s u bj e ct. It is tr u e, 
t h at t h e y h a v e  s e e n t h e a bs ur dit y  of  t h e p o p ul ar  f ait h of  
t h e c h ur c h  r el ati v e t o t h e c h ar a ct er  of  t h e Mill e ni u m  
[s/ c], or  a g e  t o c o m e [ p ost mill e n ni alis m], b ut  at t h e 
s a m e ti m e h a v e  b e e n  u n a bl e  t o gi v e  a  c o nsist e nt  vi e w  of

2 1  " T h e A g e  t o C o m e, "  A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er  a n d  Bi bl e  A d v o c at e,  
J a n u ar y 5, 1 8 5 0.

2 2 C hrist a d cl p hi a n  hist ori a n  Ti m  R y a n  i d e ntifi es t his t e a c h er as  
J a m es M c Mill a n.



u niti n g  o ur  p eri o di c als,  w e  b e g g e d  t o b e  e x c us e d. 2 5

T h e  E m br y o  of  C o nfli ct
As  ti m e w e nt  o n  a n d M ars h  di d  n ot  a gr e e t o b e  

r e b a pti z e d, T h o m as  gr e w  i m p ati e nt. I n t h e A pril,  1 8 5 2,  
iss u e of  t h e H er al d,  T h o m as  wr ot e:

O n  t h e L or d's  d a y  e v e ni n g  w e  s p o k e at  t h e C oll e g e  
H all  i n Cr os b y  str e et, o n  t h e q u esti o n,  ,rW h at  is t h e 
g os p el ? "  T his  is t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt i n q uir y t h at c a n  b e  
m o ot e d  i n t h es e ti m es; a n d  o n e  w hi c h  it is a bs ol ut el y  
n e c ess ar y  o ur  A d v e nt  fri e n ds s h o ul d t a k e i nt o t h eir 
m ost  s eri o us c o nsi d er ati o n. If a m a n  b e  ri g ht o n  all  
ot h er  s cri pt ur e s u bj e cts, b ut  wr o n g  i n t his, h e  c a n n ot  b e  
s a v e d; f or it is " h e t h at b eli e v es  (t h e g os p el)  a n d is 
b a pti z e d  s h all b e  s a v e d " ( M ar k x vi.  1 5, 1 6).  . . . L et  
o ur  fri e n ds w h o  b eli e v e  i n t h e p ers o n al  r et ur n of  Ki n g  
J es us fr o m af ar,  a n d  i n t h e e xist e n c e  of  his  ki n g d o m  i n 
P al esti n e  i n all t h e A g e  t o C o m e  ( a n d wit h  w h o m  w e  
h a v e  a  si n c er e a n d  a bi di n g  s y m p at h y)— l o o k i nt o t his 
m att er. ...

I n dis missi n g  t his s u bj e ct f or t h e pr es e nt,  w e  w o ul d  
pr o p o u n d  t h e f oll o wi n g q u esti o n  t o o ur  fri e n ds— If t h e 
" ki n g d o m t o b e  r est or e d t o Isr a el " ( A cts i. 6; M att.  
xi x. 2 8;  L u k e  x xii. 2 9, 3 0)  is t o b e  s et u p  b y  t h e G o d  of  
h e a v e n  i n t h eir l a n d, (J er. x x xiii. 1 5, 1 7;  Mi c.  i v. 8) a n d  
it b e t h e s u bj e ct m att er  of  t h e g os p el, as it 
u n q u esti o n a bl y  c a n  b e  pr o v e d  t o b e;  ( M att, x xi v. 1 4)  
a n d  if t h e T w el v e  Tri b es  of  t h e n at ur al  Isr a el ar e  t o b e  
its s u bj e cts, ( E x o. xi x. 5, 6;  Is a. li. 4) a n d  t h e s pirit u al  
br et hr e n  of  J es us its r ul ers, as is als o  d e m o nstr a bl e  
( R e v. ii. 2 6, 2 7; iii. 2 1; x x. 4;  x xi. 2 4, 2 6,) — h o w  c a n a  
m a n  w h o,  b ef or e  a n d l o n g aft er  his  i m m ersi o n, b e 
li e v e d t h at t h e g os p el  ki n g d o m  is b e y o n d  t h e s ki es; t h at 
t h e T w el v e  Tri b es  w er e  n ot  its s u bj e cts a n d w o ul d  
n e v er  b e r est or e d; t h at t h e n ati o ns w o ul d  all b e  
d estr o y e d  at  t h e c oi ni n g  of  t h e L or d;  a n d  t h at t h er e w as  
n o  A g e  t o C o m e  of  a  t h o us a n d y e ars  d ur ati o n,  d uri n g  
w hi c h  n ati o ns  i n t h e fl es h will  li v e u n d er  t h eir o w n  
vi n es  a n d  fi g-tr e es bl ess e d  i n A br a h a m's  S e e d — h o w  
c a n  s u c h a  m a n,  w e  e ar n estl y  a n d  r es p e ctf ull y i n q uir e, 
h a v e  b eli e v e d  a n d  o b e y e d  t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m ?  
W e  s u b mit t his q u esti o n  t o t h e c al m a n d d eli b er at e  
e x a mi n ati o n  of  o ur  fri e n ds, es p e ci all y of  t h e e dit or  of  
t h e A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er,  w h o  is t h e m ost  li b er al a n d

T h o m as  e x pl ai n e d  t o M ars h  t h at t h eir di v er gi n g  vi e ws  o n  
w h at  c o nstit ut e d  a  v ali d  b a ptis m  w o ul d  pr e v e nt  a  s u c c essf ul 
m er g er  b et w e e n  t h e t w o p a p ers.  M ars h  r e pli e d t h at h e  di d  
n ot  t hi n k t h er e w o ul d  b e  a n y  pr o bl e m;  T h o m as  a ns w er e d  
t h at t h er e w o ul d,  b ut  i n vit e d M ars h  t o c o nti n u e  r e pri nti n g 
arti cl es  fr o m t h e H er al d.

H er ei n  l a y t h e s e e d  of  t h e d estr u cti o n  of  t h eir fri e n ds hi p 
a n d  m ut u al  c o o p er ati o n.  T h o m as  w as  b ei n g  p ati e nt  wit h  
M ars h,  b eli e vi n g  t h at si n c e h e  h a d  r e vis e d his  mill e n ni al  
p ositi o n,  h e  h a d  o nl y  t o b e  b a pti z e d,  his  pr e vi o us  b a ptis m  
b ei n g  d ef e cti v e.  B ut  M ars h  di d  n ot  b eli e v e,  a n d  h a d  n e v er  
b eli e v e d,  i n r e-i m m ersi o n.

gi v e  u p  m a n y  of  t h e m ost  n o ns e nsi c al  a n d a bs ur d  
cr o c h ets  of  Mill eris m,  a n d  e nt er  u p o n  a  m or e  c o nsist e nt  
m et h o d  of  i nt er pr eti n g s cri pt ur e. T his  m a y  b e  s e e n  i n a  

tf B v p a m p hl et  p u blis h e d  b y  hi m  at  t his ti m e, d e n o mi n at e d
" T h e A g e  t o C o m e, " — w hi c h,  t h o u g h f ull of  d o ctri n al  
a n d  gr a m m ati c al  bl u n d ers,  w as  a  gr e at  a d v a n c e  o n  t h e 
pr e vi o us  p ositi o ns  of  t h e e dit or.  T h e  a ut h or, t h o u g h 
e ntir el y  i g n or a nt t h at t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  w as  
i d e nti c al wit h  t h e s u m a n d s u bst a n c e of  t h e G os p el  
[i. e., t h at a p erf e ct  d o ctri n al u n d erst a n di n g  m ust  
pr e c e d e  b a ptis m],  n e v ert h el ess  br o u g ht  o ut,  f or t h e first 
ti m e b y  Mill erit e  a ut h orit y,  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e r estit u
ti o n of  all t hi n gs— t h e Mill e n ni al  r ei g n of  J es us f or 
1 0 0 0  y e ars — t h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el t o t h eir l a n d.... 
I n t h e diss e mi n ati o n  of  c orr e ct  vi e ws  of  pr o p h e c y,  t h e 
E x p osit or  w as  i n t h e m ai n  i n d e bt e d t o E n glis h  writ ers  
a n d  t o t h e H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  t o C o m e,  
fr o m w h o m  M ars h  e arl y c o pi e d a n d p att er n e d.  T o  
t h e m, a n d  t h e e arl y  a n d  c o nsist e nt  a d v o c at e  of  t h e o n e  
f ait h i n t his cit y,  w h o m  t h e E x p osit ori al  c hi ef  oft e n  h a d  
"t h e pri vil e g e " t o h e ar, J os e p h M ars h  is m ai nl y  
i n d e bt e d t o his  k n o wl e d g e  of  tr ut h.2 3

T h o u g h  Si nt z e ni c k  m a y  h a v e  o v er esti m at e d  M ars h's  
"i n d e bt e d n ess " t o T h o m as, 2 4  it is tr u e t h at t h e c o m bi n e d  
i nfl u e n c e of  B e e c h er,  M c Mill a n,  T h o m as,  t h e E n glis h  lit- 
er alists  a n d  ot h ers,  as  w ell  as  his  o w n  st u d y a n d  r efl e cti o n, 
l e d M ars h  t o affir m  t h e mill e n ni al  r est or ati o n of  Isr a el i n t h e 

■ ^l es h.
T h o m as  w as  d eli g ht e d  t h at M ars h  h a d  c o m e  ar o u n d  o n  

t his p oi nt,  a n d u p o n  his  r et ur n fr o m E n gl a n d  i n 1 8 5 0  
r es u m e d his c orr es p o n d e n c e wit h  M ars h.  T h e y  w er e  
m ut u all y  e n c o ur a g e d  b y  t h eir d o ctri n al  si mil ariti es, a n d  
T h o m as  e v e n a d v erti z e d t h e A g e  t o C o m e  i n t h e H er al d.  
T h o m as  wr ot e  t h at aft er  his  r et ur n t o A m eri c a:

w e  r el a n d e d i n N e w  Y or k,  a n d u p o n  i n q uiri n g aft er  
J os e p h, f o u n d t h at h e  h a d  pr o gr ess e d.  H e  h as  b e e n  i n 
t h e r e c ei pt of  all o ur  writi n gs  t o t h e pr es e nt  ti m e, a n d  
w e  h a v e  b e e n  t o R o c h est er  e x p o u n di n g  t h e W or d.  H e  
h as  b e e n  gr a d u all y  a p pr o a c hi n g  o ur  p ositi o n,  ass u m e d  
f or t h e first ti m e i n M ar c h,  1 8 4 7,  w h e n  w e  p ut  off  " all  
t h e s e nti m e nts, " a n d  p ut  o n  C hrist  i n b a ptis m.  H e  g ot  
s o f ar as  t o b e  as h a m e d  of  t h e n a m e  " A d v e ntist, " a n d  t o 
pr o p os e  a  u ni o n  of  his  p eri o di c al  wit h  t h e H er al d  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m!  H e  n o  l o n g er li k e d t o b e  c all e d  a n  A d v e ntist,  
a n d h as t h er ef or e c h a n g e d his p a p er's titl e fr o m 
" A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er "  t o " Pr o p h eti c  E x p osit or. "  B ut,  as  t o

2 3 ” R o c h est er,  N. Y.,  a n d s o m e of its R eli gi o us  V a g ari es, "  
H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  t o C o m e,  1 8 6 0,  2 2 6.

2 4 " ... as o ur  E x p osit ori al  fri e n d l at el y e x pr ess e d hi ms elf,  
T h o m as  w as  u n d ert a ki n g  t o b e  a l e a d er,' a n d t h o u g h J os e p h  

^ '̂ ■ v as i n d e bt e d f or m u c h  of  his n e w li g ht t o t h e Dr.  i n q u esii o n  
[si c], still it w as  n ot  d esir e a bl c  [si c] t o t h e E x p osit or  e dit or t h at 
t his i n d e bt e d n ess s h o ul d b e  i n a n y w a y  m a nif est. "  I bi d., 2 2 7.

2 5 " Hist ori c al R e mi nis c e n c es, "  H er al d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  A g e  
t o C o m e,  1 8 5 9,  6 6.



as

^ H ar bi n g er, A pril  1 6, 1 8 5 3.

:Q u ot e d  i n t h e A d v e nt  H ar bi n g er,  M a y  2 9, 1 8 5 2.

N ot e
e xt e n d e d t o t h os e w h o  s u p pli e d

2 6 p  • • * 1  ■ ■ . ・ -

^ A d v e nt H ar bi n g er,  M a y  2 9,  1 8 5 2.

C orr e cti o n:
T h e  S u m m er  Iss u e, 1 9 9 2,  w as  a  s p e ci al iss u e b ut  

w as  l a b el e d V ol.  5: 1.  Als o,  t h e first iss u e p u blis h e d  
j oi ntl y wit h  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  w as  5: 1.  
Li br ari es:  bi n d  b ot h  5: 1s  t o g et h er.

t o t h e g os p el.  H o w e v er,  t h er e w as  still ti m e f or M ars h  t o 
c h a n g e  his  mi n d;  t h eir r el ati o ns hi p w as  still c or di al.

T h at  is w h y  M ars h  w as  pl e as e d t o a n n o u n c e  
T h o m as  w as  g oi n g  t o d eli v er  a  s eri es of  l e ct ur es at  t h e J u n e,  
1 8 5 3  c o nf er e n c e  i n R o c h est er. 2 8  At  t h e c o nf er e n c e,  T h o m as  
c o n vi n c e d  f o ur p e o pl e  of  his  p ositi o n  a n d  r e b a pti z e d t h e m. 
J a m es M c Mill a n  w as  a m o n g  t h e b a ptis a n ds.

M ars h  a n d  his  c oll e a g u es  w er e  still u n c o n c er n e d.  Aft er 
w ar d,  J. B. C o o k  wr ot e  t h at i n s pit e of  t h e mi n or  d o ctri n al  
diff er e n c es,  h e  f o u n d t h e c o nf er e n c e  t o b e  o n e  of  t h e b est.  
T h e  mill e n ni u m,  t h e r ei g n of  t h e M essi a h  a n d  t h e s ai nts, t h e 
r est or ati o n of  Isr a el, a n d  t h e N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  N e w  E art h  
h a d  all  b e e n  dis c uss e d,  a n d  h e  f elt str e n gt h e n e d  i n t h e f ait h 
of  C hrist's  c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m.

( T o b e  c o nti n u e d  i n n e xt  iss u e.)

M a n y  t h a n ks ar e  
p h ot o c o pi es,  t h e us e  of  mi cr ofil m,  a n d  a c c ess  t o j o ur n als 
w hi c h  m a d e  t h e writi n g  of  t his arti cl e  p ossi bl e.  T h a n ks  ar e  
als o e xt e n d e d t o t h os e w h os e  c orr es p o n d e n c e,  q u esti o ns,  
a n d  c o m m e nts  c o ntri b ut e d  t o t his r es e ar c h, as  w ell  as  t h os e 
w h o  criti c all y r e vi e w e d t h e arti cl e.  T h es e  i n cl u d e J a n et  
Stils o n,  e dit or  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
Hist or y  N e wsl ett er,  C h ur c h  of  G o d  hist ori a n D a vi d  
Gr a h a m,  C hrist a d el p hi a n  Ti m  R y a n,  e x- C hrist a d el p hi a n ^ B ^  
All o n  M a x w ell,  a n d t h os e w h o  all o w e d  us  a c c ess t o t h e *  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
ar c hi v es.

t h at

c a n di d  c o n d u ct or  of  a  p a p er  w e  k n o w. 2 6
M ars h  r es p o n d e d t o T h o m as'  e ar n est q u esti o n,  

r e q u est e d:
W e  r e a dil y a d mit  t h at t h e q u esti o n,  " W h at is t h e 

g os p el ? "  is o n e  of  v ast  i m p ort a n c e, a n d  b ut  i m p erf e ctl y 
u n d erst o o d  b y  t h e gr e at  m ass  of  pr of ess e d  b eli e v ers  i n 
it; b ut  t o s a y u n q u alifi e dl y  t h at t h os e w h o  ar e  "ri g ht  o n  
all ot h er  s cri pt ur e s u bj e cts, b ut  wr o n g  i n t his, h e  
c a n n ot  b e  s a v e d, " is m or e  t h a n w e  c a n  d o;  f or if w e  
u n d erst a n d  t h e g e ni us  of  t h e t e a c hi n gs of  C hrist,  h e  
m a k es  pr o visi o n  f or t h e i m p erf e cti o ns i n k n o wl e d g e  of  
his  dis ci pl es.  T h e  v er y  n a m e,  dis ci pl e  i m pli es t his; f or a  
dis ci pl e  is a l e ar n er, a n d a l e ar n er is n ot  p erf e ct  i n 
k n o wl e d g e.  If t h e e dit or  of  t h e H er al d  m e a ns  t o b e  
u n d erst o o d t h at a m a n  c a n n ot b e s a v e d w h o  is 
i m p erf e ct i n k n o wl e d g e,  or  is p arti all y  wr o n g,  w e  
diff er  fr o m hi m. 2 7

M ars h  w e nt  o n  t o e x pl ai n  w h y  h e  di d  n ot  b eli e v e  i n r e
i m m ersi o n. First,  as t h e a p ostl es b a pti z e d  p e o pl e  i m
m e di at el y  u p o n  t h eir pr of essi o n  of  f ait h i n C hrist,  t h e b a p-  
lis a n ds m ust  h a v e  h a d  i n c o m pl et e k n o wl e d g e.  B a ptis m  
c o m es first; gr e at er  u n d erst a n di n g  c o m es l at er. S e c o n d,  
n eit h er  C hrist  n or  t h e a p ostl es  r e b a pti z e d p e o pl e  w h o  h a d  
gr o w n  i n k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e tr ut h. T hir d,  as b a ptis m  is a  
s y m b ol of  C hrist's  d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n, affir m ati o n  of  
t h at d o ctri n e  is s uffi ci e nt t o q u alif y  o n e  f or t h e a ct.  F o urt h,  
t h e Et hi o pi a n  e u n u c h  w as  b a pti z e d  aft er  pr of essi n g  f ait h i n 
C hrist  as  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  a n d  a " h e art y pr of essi o n  of  t h e 
s a m e f ait h, is all  t h at t h e S cri pt ur es  a ut h ori z e  us  t o r e q uir e 
of  c a n di d at es f or b a ptis m. "  Fift h,  t h e a p ostl es w er e  n ot  
r e b a pti z e d, e v e n aft er C hrist  h a d  ris e n fr o m t h e d e a d.  
" H e n c e, " h e  wr ot e,  " w e c o n cl u d e  t h at a p ers o n  w h o  b e 
li e v e d t h e g os p el,  t h o u g h i g n or a nt r el ati v e t o m a n y  t hi n gs 
p ert ai ni n g  t o it, w as  c o nsi d er e d  a  fit s u bj e ct f or b a ptis m,  b y  
C hrist  a n d his  a p ostl es, wit h o ut  b ei n g  r e q uir e d t o h a v e  
b a ptis m  r e p e at e d, as  his  k n o wl e d g e  s h o ul d i n cr e as e. "

B esi d es,  M ars h  w e nt  o n,  m ost  of  t h os e w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
b a pti z e d  d o  b eli e v e  i n G o d,  J es us, a n d a r es urr e cti o n t o 
i m m ort alit y i n t h e Ki n g d o m.  W h y  s h o ul d t h es e b e  r e
b a pti z e d  b e c a us e  of  s o m e i m p erf e ctl y u n d erst o o d  d et ails ?  
" S o m e h a v e  a d v a n c e d  f urt h er t h a n ot h ers  i n t h e s ci e n c e of  
t h e g os p el,  b ut  n o  o n e  (t h e E dit or  of  t h e H er al d  n ot  
e x c e pt e d,)  w e  a p pr e h e n d,  is p erf e ct  i n k n o wl e d g e,  or  h as  
c o m pl et e d  his  st u di es i n t h e s c h o ol of  C hrist.  T h e n,  s h all 
w e  s a y t h at n o  o n e's  b a ptis m  is v ali d ?  W e  c a n n ot. "

T h e  p oi nt  of  diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  T h o m as  a n d  M ars h  c a n  
b e  si m pl y st at e d: M ust  affir m ati o n  of  t h e pr e mill e n ni al  
Ki n g d o m  a n d r est or ati o n of  Isr a el pr e c e d e b a ptis m ?  
T h o m as  t o o k t h e affir m ati v e  p ositi o n,  a n d  M ars h  t h e n e g 
ati v e,  t h o u g h t h e y b ot h  a gr e e d  o n  t h e d o ctri n e  its elf. Y et  as  
f ar as  T h o m as  w as  c o n c er n e d, u ntil  M ars h  w as  b a pti z e d  
wit h  t his n e w  u n d erst a n di n g,  h e  w as  li vi n g i n dis o b e di e n c e

E M P H A TI C  DI A G L O T T

I n 1 8 5 7,  t h e fir m [ n e ws p a p er p u blis h er ―  d.]  s ol d o ut 
t o J o h n Wils o n,  a  h alf  br ot h er  of  B e nj a mi n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
t h e g e n er al pri nt er  a n d n e ws g at h er er  of  t h e fir m. T h e  
e q ui p m e nt  w as  t h e n di vi d e d,  B e nj a mi n  t a ki n g a  p orti o n  of  
t h e t y p e a n d st er e ot y pi n g wit h  hi m  t o a n ot h er  b uil di n g.  
B e nj a mi n  t h e n b e g a n  t h e p u bli c ati o n  of  a s h ort-li v e d 
r eli gi o us n e ws p a p er  c all e d  T h e  G os p el  B a n n er,  a n d  t h e n 
b e g a n  w or k  u p o n  w h at  w as  d es cri b e d  i n t h e l at e 1 9t h  
c e nt ur y  as  "t h e m ost  u ni q u e  b o o k  t h at w as  e v er  p u blis h e d, "  
his  E m p h ati c  Di a gl ott.  . . . F or  ei g ht y e ars,  B e nj a mi n  
Wils o n  " w or k e d h ar d  a n d st e a dil y t o a c c o m plis h his  
p ur p os e,  pr os e c uti n g  it oft e nti m es  u n d er  dis c o ur a gi n g  a n d  
e m b arr assi n g  cir c u mst a n c es.

— M e a d,  All e n.  C h a pt er  1 8. G e n e v a,  Illi n ois, S cs q ui c c nt c n ni al  
C o m m e m or ati v e  E diti o n,  1 9 8 5,  3 0 2.



pr e ci o us  pr o mis es  of  G o d's  W or d,  n ot  o nl y  at  E ast er,  b ut  t hr o u g h o ut t h e y e ar.

1 7 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L DA P RI L,  M A Y.  1 9 9 3

t h e p oliti c al  a n d  m at eri al  sit u ati o n. Aft er

w as  r oll e d a w a y. O nl y  t h e wr a p pi n gs  
w er e  l eft i nsi d e t h e t o m b. H e  w as  s e e n 

^ ^li v e  b y  m a n y  i nf alli bl e wit n ess es  ( A cts 
■ ^ 3);  b y  5 0 0  br et hr e n  at  t h e s a m e ti m e ( 1 

C or.  1 5: 6).
T h e  a p ostl es w e nt  e v er y w h er e pr o 

cl ai mi n g a cr u cifi e d, ris e n, a n d  c o mi n g  
S a vi or.  D a ys  e arli er  t h e y w er e  cr us h e d,  
d ef e at e d,  dis c o ur a g e d,  a n d  afr ai d.  T h e n  a  
t ot al c h a n g e  c a m e  o v er  t h e m, " T h e y  w er e  
all  fill e d wit h  t h e H ol y  S pirit ”  ( A cts 1 : 4). 
I n f a c e of  tr e m e n d o us p ers e c uti o n  a n d  o p 
p ositi o n,  t h e y w e nt  o ut  wit h  b ol d n ess  t o 
pr e a c h  a  ris e n C hrist  b e c a us e  t h e y k n e w  
H e  w as  ali v e — b a c k  fr o m t h e gr a v e.

J es us  di d n't  g o  o n  li vi n g d uri n g  d e at h.  
H e  g a v e  a  pr o p h e c y  of  His  w h er e a b o uts  
f or t h os e t hr e e d a ys.  u F or  as  J o n as w as  
t hr e e d a ys  a n d  t hr e e ni g hts  i n t h e w h al e's  
b ell y;  s o s h all t h e S o n  of  m a n  b e  t hr e e 
d a ys  a n d  t hr e e ni g hts  i n t h e h e art  of  t h e 
e art h” ( M att. 1 2: 4 0). J es us di d n't  g o  
a n y w h er e  or  pr e a c h  t o a n y b o d y  d uri n g  
t h os e t hr e e d a ys — n ot  a n y  m or e  t h a nJ o n a h 
di d  d uri n g  his  st a y i n t h e w h al e's  b ell y.  
J es us w as  i n t h e still n ess  of  d e at h  d uri n g  
t h at ti m e.

H e  Ass ur es  Us  of  I m m ort alit y i n t h e 
A g e  t o C o m e

O ur  L or d,  " w h o  s p o k e n e v er  li k e m a n  
s p o k e,”  s ai d:  " B e c a us e  Hi v e,  y e  s h all  li v e 
als o n (J o h n 1 4: 1 9). As  G o d  r ais e d u p  
J es us, s o H e  will  als o  r ais e u p  us.  P a ul  
cl e arl y  r e v e als t his f a ct t o us.  " A n d G o d  
h at h  b ot h  r ais e d u p  t h e L or d,  a n d  will  als o  
r ais e u p  us  b y  his  o w n  p o w er ” ( 1 C or.  
6: 1 4).  T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  m a k es  cl e ar 
t h at t h e d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  C hrist  
a c c o m plis h e d  w o n d erf ul  a n d  b asi c  t hi n gs 
f or e v er y  b eli e v er.  T h es e  t hi n gs ar e  o urs  
b e c a us e  of  o ur  p ositi o n  i n C hrist,  n ot  
b e c a us e  of  w h at  w e' v e  d o n e.  E ast er  cr o w ns  
wit h  c ert ai nt y  m a n's  h o p e  of  i m m ort alit y. 
T h e  f oll o wi n g h as  b e e n  us e d  m a n y  ti m es 
t o ill ustr at e t h e p oi nt.

D e at h  Is Li k e  a n  U ns pr o ut e d  B ul b

A m o n g  t h e p yr a mi ds  of  E g y pt  L or d

P ^r e  C o n q u er e d  D e at h  a n d  t h e Gr a v e  
( R e v. 1: 1 8)

T h e  b est  n e ws  t h e w orl d  e v er  h e ar d  
c a m e  o ut  of  a  gr a v e y ar d  n e ar  J er us al e m. 
J es us is ali v e  fr o m t h e d e a d!  E v er y  s u n
ris e is G o d's  E ast er  gr e eti n g.  J es us h as  
ris e n ( M att. 2 8: 6).

His  f oll o w ers c a m e  t o t h e t o m b e arl y  
S u n d a y  m or ni n g  t o e m b al m  Hi m,  n ot  t o 
c el e br at e His  r es urr e cti o n ( M ar k 1 6: 1).  
H o w  d o  y o u  r e p ort a  r es urr e cti o n ? W o ul d  
a n y o n e  b eli e v e  t h at y o u  t al k e d t o a n  a n 
g el ?  T his  f ell o w w h o  h as  ris e n fr o m t h e 
d e a d  will  m e et  y o u  i n a f e w d a ys  o n  a  
m o u nt ai n  a gr e e d  u p o n  e arli er  ( M att. 2 8: 1 6).  
J ust  h ustl e  o n  o v er  t h er e. H e'll  b e  w aiti n g  
f or y o u.

W h e n  J es us r os e fr o m t h e d e a d,  H e  
di d n't  g o  t o t h os e w h o  cr u cifi e d  Hi m  t o 
pr o v e  h o w  wr o n g  t h e y h a d  b e e n.  I nst e a d 
H e  w e nt  t o t h os e w h o  l o v e d Hi m  a n d  
n e e d e d  His  e n c o ur a g e m e nt  a n d  c o mf ort.  
W o ul d  w e  h a v e  d o n e  t h at, or  w o ul d  w e  
h a v e  tri e d t o pr o v e  h o w  wr o n g  Pil at e  a n d  
| h e P h aris e es  w er e ?  4 < I t ol d y o u  s o! ”

T h e  r es urr e cti o n  of  C hrist  di d n ' t c h a n g e

c a n  s a v e "t o t h e utt er m ost  [f or e v er] all  
t h at c o m e  t o G o d  b y  hi m,  s e ei n g h e  e v er  
li v et h t o m a k e  i nt er c essi o n f br t h e m " ( H e b. 
7: 2 5).

T h e  a n g el  i n vit e d t h e w o m e n  t o e x a m 
i n e t h e e m pt y t o m b. G o o d  e vi d e n c e is 
als o  a  f ull h e art  as  t h e h y m n  s a ys: " Y o u  
as k m e  h o w  I k n o w  H e  li v es ? H e  li v es 
wit hi n  m y  h e art. ”

E ast er  Pil at e  w as  still g o v er n or  of  J u d e a; 
C ai a p h as  w as  still t h e hi g h  pri est;  t h e 
s cri b es a n d P h aris e es  still h el d  r ei g n of  
r eli gi o us lif e; t h e t a x c oll e ct ors  still bl e d  
t h e p e o pl e  as  b ef or e;  t h e m o n e y  c h a n g ers  
still s at at  t h e t e m pl e c h e ati n g  t h e p e o pl e.

T h e n,  t o o, t h er e w as  t h e mi x e d  r e
s p o ns e  of  t h e dis ci pl es. S o m e  W ors hi p p e d  
hi m;  b ut  s o m e d o u bt e d ” ( M att. 2 8: 1 7).  
M y  f ait h f alt ers s o m eti m es.  I s us p e ct  y o urs  
d o es  t o o, a n d  I r e m e m b er  h o w  v er y  h u  m a n  
t h e dis ci pl es w er e.  T h e n  F m  e n c o ur a g e d.

T h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e r es urr e cti o n is n ot  
a tri vi al a p p e n d a g e  t o C hristi a nit y  t o b e  
a c c e pt e d  or  r ej e ct e d at  will.  It5 s t h e f o u n
d ati o n  of  o ur  C hristi a n  f ait h. If J es us 
C hrist  w as  n ot  b o dil y  r ais e d fr o m t h e 
gr a v e,  C hristi a nit y  is b as e d  o n  f als e h o o d. 
S e e  t h e s eri o us  i m pli c ati o ns w e  m ust  f a c e 
"if  t h e d e a d  ris e n ot "  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 1 2- 2 0).

M or e o v er,  t h e r es urr e cti o n is m e nti o n e d  
1 0 8  ti m es i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.  T h at's  
n o  us el ess  r e p etiti o n of  G o d's  W or d.  T h e  
p h ysi c al  r es urr e cti o n of  C hrist  is t h e v er y  
c or n erst o n e  of  o ur  f ait h a n d ass ur es  us  
t h at H e  w as  tr ul y t h e S o n  of  G o d — u d e-  
cl ar e d  t o b e  t h e S o n  of  G o d  wit h  p o w er  
...b y  t h e r es urr e cti o n fr o m t h e d e a d ”  
( R o m. 1: 4).

G o d  c o nti n u es  t o h o n or  t h e t esti m o n y 
of  all  w h o  pr o cl ai m  t h e ris e n C hrist  w h o

Pi ct ur e d  a b o v e is t h e t o m bst o n e of  y o ur  e dit or's  p ar e nts.  T h e y  li e b uri e d  i n 
Pr os p e ct  Hill  C e m et er y,  Fr o nt  R o y al,  Vir gi ni a.  H o w  t h a n kf ul w e  ar e  f or t h e pr o mis e  
of  o ur  S a vi or: " ・ ・ ・  t h e h o ur  is c o mi n g,  i n t h e w hi c h  all  t h at ar e  i n t h e gr a v es  s h all h e ar  
his  v oi c e.  A n d  s h all c o m e  f ort h ... ”  (J o h n 5: 2 8,  2 9).  W e  r ej oi c e i n t h e gr e at  a n d
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TS h e  s h o w e d  

m e  w h at  J e s u s  

w o ul d  h a v e  

b e e n  li k e h a d  

H e  b e e n  a  

m ot h er.

b y  P ast or  J effr e y  Fl et c h er  
H a m m o n d,  L A

Li n ds a y,  t h e E n glis h tr a v el er, c a m e a cr oss  
a m u m m y,  t h e i ns cri pti o n u p o n  w hi c h  
pr o v e d  t o b e  2, 0 0 0  y e ars  ol d.

I n e x a mi ni n g  t h e m u m m y  aft er  it w as  
u n wr a p p e d,  h e  f o u n d i n o n e  of  its cl os e d  
h a n ds  a  s m all  r o ot. H e  t o o k t h e littl e b ul b  
fr o m t h e cl os e d  h a n d  a n d  pl a nt e d  it i n ri c h 
s oil, all o w e d  t h e d e w  a n d  r ai n of  h e a v e n  
t o d es c e n d  u p o n  it, a n d  i n a  f e w w e e ks,  t o 
his  ast o nis h m e nt,  t h e r o ot b urst  f ort h a n d  
bl oss o m e d  i nt o a  b e a utif ul  fl o w er.

N o  m att er  h o w  l o n g d e at h  h as  k e pt  us  
i n t h e gr o u n d,  w h e n  t h e tr u m p et s o u n ds 
a n d  t h e S o n  s hi n es, a n d  it is ti m e f or t h e 
r es urr e cti o n of  o ur  b o di es,  t h e n t h e b ul b  
will  b urst  o p e n  i nt o a  n e w n ess  of  lif e as  
w e  h a v e  n e v er  k n o w n  b ef or e.

W e  t e n d t o s h y a w a y  fr o m t h e s u bj e ct 
of  d e at h,  a n d  m a n y  d e n y  its r e alit y. Fri e n ds,  
d e at h  is a  r e alit y. I h e ar d  of  a  w o m a n  w h o  
t ol d a  gr o u p  t h at s h e l ost h er  h us b a n d.  It

t h at s o m e w o m e n  ar e  c air yi n g  t h eir c o n c er ns  a  bit  
t o o f ar, n e v ert h el ess m e n  d o  n e e d  t o b e  m or e  
s e nsiti v e  a b o ut  t h e w a ys  t h e y tr e at w o m e n — w o m e n  
i n t h e w or k pl a c e,  w o m e n  i n t h e f a mil y, a n d  w o m e n  
i n t h e c h ur c h.

T h er e's  a  cli c h e  t h at s a ys, " B e hi n d  e v er y  s u c
c essf ul  m a n  y o u'll  fi n d a  g o o d  w o m a n. "  I'll l e a v e 
it t o t h e j u d g m e nt of  G o d  as  t o h o w  s u c c essf ull  a m,  
b ut  I will  s a y t his: W h at e v er  m e as ur e  of  s u c c ess I 
mi g ht  h a v e  i n t his lif e I o w e  i n gr e at  p art  n ot  t o j ust 
o n e,  b ut  t o m a n y  g o o d  w o m e n.

M y  m ot h er  h as  b e e n  t o m e  a  gr e at  e x a m pl e  ol O  
h u milit y.  S h e  e x e m plifi es  t h e w or ds  of  J es us,  "It  is 
m or e  bl ess e d  t o gi v e  t h a n t o r e c ei v e. " ( A cts 2 0: 3 5.)
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s o u n d e d as if t h e y w er e  s h o p pi n g a n d  
b e c a m e  s e p ar at e d,  b ut  w h e n  a  p ers o n  di es  
h e  is n ot  l ost, h e  is d e a d.  A n ot h er  e u p h e 
mis m  f or d e at h  w hi c h  m a k es  n o  s e ns e is 
p ass e d  a w a y "  or  j ust pl ai n  " p ass e d. "  It 
s o u n ds  as  if t h e d e c e as e d  p ass e d  fr o m t h e 
s e v e nt h gr a d e  t o t h e ei g ht h  gr a d e.

S o m e  ps y c hi atrists,  ps y c h ol o gists,  
c o u ns el ors,  a n d gri ef  t h er a pists ar e e n 
c o ur a gi n g  p e o pl e  t o us e  w or ds  s u c h as  
di e d,  d e a d,  a n d  d e at h  as  a  p art  of  f a ci n g 
r e alit y. I b eli e v e  t h at t his is e m oti o n all y  
h e alt h y.  D e at h  is a r e alit y, b ut  s o is t h e 
r es urr e cti o n.

W e  h a v e  a  pl e d g e,  a  d o w n p a y m e nt  o n  
i m m ort alit y ( 1 C or.  1 5: 2 0- 2 3).  T o d a y  w e  
ar e  s e e ki n g  et er n al  lif e ( R o m. 2: 7).  O b vi 
o usl y,  w e  d o  n ot  n o w  p oss ess  it. W h y  s e e k 
f or t h at w hi c h  w e  alr e a d y  h a v e ?

T h e  r es u n e cti o n is t h e c e ntr al  t h e m e of  
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  wit n ess.  E ast er  h as

H E R E  A R E  M A N Y  C O N C E R N S  
a b o ut  t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  t h at pl a g u e  o ur  s o ci et y 
a n d  o ur  c h ur c h es.  F e mi nis m  stri v es 

t o t hr o w off  t h e s h a c kl es  of w o m e n's  s u bs er vi e n c e  
t o m e n.  N o  l o n g er d o  t h e y wis h  t o pl a y  s e c o n d  
fi d dl e i n a  m al e- d o mi n at e d  s o ci et y. I n t h e c h ur c h  
t h er e ar e o n g oi n g  q u esti o ns  a b o ut t h e r ol es of  
w o m e n  i n mi nistr y ―  s p e ci all y  p ast or al  mi nistr y.  
I n t h e w or k pl a c e  s o ci et y is p ai nf ull y  b e c o mi n g  
a w ar e of  w a ys  i n w hi c h  w o m e n  ar e n ot  b ei n g  
pr o p erl y  r es p e ct e d b y t h eir m al e  c o- w or k ers.  
" S e x u al  h ar ass m e nt "  h as  b e c o m e  o n e  of  t h e gr e at  
b u z z w or ds  of  t h e ' 9 0's. W hil e  it is n o  d o u bt  tr u e

b e c o m e  a u ni v ers al,  j o yf ul c el e br ati o n,  
b ut  m a n y  C hristi a ns  h a v e  n ot  l e ar n e d t h e 
m e a ni n g  of  E ast er  f or e v er y d a y  lif e. W e  
all  n e e d  t o s a y  wit h  P a ul:  "I  w a nt  t o k n o w ^ K ^  
C hrist  a n d  t h e p o w er  of  his  r es urr e cti o n ▼  
a n d  t h e f ell o ws hi p of  s h ari n g  i n his  s uff er
i n gs, b e c o mi n g  li k e hi m  i n his  d e at h "  
( P hil. 3: 1 0,  N F V).  T h e  r es urr e cti o n p o w er  
of  J es us C hrist  is e x er cis e d  o n  b eli e v ers,  
bri n gi n gj ustifi c ati o n.  C hrist bi ds y o u  c o m e  
a n d  w ors hi p  t h e G o d  of  r es urr e cti o n  p o w er.  
H e  c a n  bri n g  a n e w  lif e i nt o y o ur  sit u
ati o n.

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or "r es urr e cti o n " is 
a n ast asis,  w hi c h  m e a ns  " a st a n di n g  or  a  
risi n g u p. "  O n e  pl a c e  i n t h e N e w  T est a 
m e nt  it h as  t h e pr efi x  " e x " ― e x a n ast asis  
w hi c h  m e a ns  " a  st a n di n g  u p  o ut  of 4 4  ( P hil. 
3: 1 1).  I n ot h er  w or ds  t h e c h ur c h  is pr o m 
is e d a  r es urr e cti o n o ut  fr o m a m o n g  ot h er  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 1)

T h e  M ost  I m p ort a nt 
W o m e n  i n M y  Lif e
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I n e v er  r e all y k n e w  
w h o  I w a s  u ntil  I 

m et  m y  wif e.

S h e  h as  c o nsist e ntl y  pl a c e d  t h e n e e ds  of  
h er  f a mil y first. S h e  h el d  m e  w h e n  I cri e d,  
s h e s a n g t o m e,  c h a n g e d  m e,  a n d  r e a d m e  

I nt o n es. S h e  list e n e d t o m y  pr a y ers.  S h e  
^s h o w e d  m e  w h at  J es us w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  

li k e h a d  H e  b e e n  a  m ot h er.  It's b e e n  s ai d 
t h at G o d  c o ul d n't  b e  e v er y w h er e  at  o n c e,  
s o  H e  m a d e  m ot h ers.  I affir m  t h e s e nti m e nt 
b e hi n d  t h at st at e m e nt. M y  m ot h er's  q ui et  
f ait h, h er  h u m bl e  s pirit, a n d  h er  u n w a v er 
i n g d e di c ati o n  t o t h e L or d  a n d  t o His  c h ur c h  
h a v e  s er v e d  as  m y  e x a m pl e  a n d  i ns pir ati o n 
t hr o u g h o ut m y  lif e. " H er  c hil dr e n  ris e a n d  
c all  h er  bl ess e d. "  It is a  gr e at  tri b ut e t o t h e 
f ait h of  m y  m ot h er  t h at e v e n  as  a d ults,  all  
f o ur of h er c hil dr e n c o nti n u e  i n t h eirf ait h—  
t hr e e of  us  ar e  i n v ol v e d i n mi nistr y.

M os es  t a u g ht Isr a el t h e i m p ort a n c e of  
h o n ori n g  t h eir m ot h ers  (it's t h e fift h c o m 
m a n d m e nt).  P a ul  r e mi n ds t h e c h ur c h  t h at 
w e  m ust  c o nti n u e  t o h o n or  o ur  m ot h ers.  
M ot h er's  D a y  c ert ai nl y  pr o vi d es  us  wit h  
a n o p p ort u nit y  t o h o n or  M o m,  b ut  t h at 
h o n or  n e e ds  t o e xt e n d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e y e ar  
a n d  t hr o u g h o ut o urli v es. I w o n *t  tri vi ali z e 
t h e c o n c e pt  of  h o n ori n g  m ot h ers  b y  s u g
g esti n g  t o y o u  w a ys  of  d oi n g  it. W e  all  
k n o w  h o w  t o h o n or  M o m;  t h e i m p ort a nt 

_  t hi n g is t h at w e  n e v er  f or g et t o c o nsist e ntl y

T h e y  d es er v e  e v er y  bit  of  h o n or  a n d r e
s p e ct  w e  c a n  gi v e.

M y  sist ers (I h a v e  t hr e e) h a v e  t a u g ht 
m e  h o w  t o g et  al o n g  wit h  w o m e n.  I h a v e  
oft e n  j o k e d t h at I h a d  t hr e e m ot h ers  gr o w 
i n g u p,  f or m y  t w o ol d er  sist ers i nsti n c
ti v el y c ar e d  f or m e  i n a  m ot h erl y  w a y.  O n e  
sist er r e a d b o o ks  t o m e  ( u n d o u bt e dl y t h e 
b asis  f or m y  lif el o n g l o v e of  r e a di n g), 
a n ot h er  sist er  pl a y e d  b all  wit h  m e  (I br o k e

h er  n os e  i n a  g a m e  of  o n e  o n  o n e).  T h e y  
t a u g ht m e  h o w  t o b e  fri e n ds wit h  girls.  M y  
y o u n g er  sist er  t a u g ht m e  h o w  t o b e  p ati e nt  
a n d  c o m p assi o n at e  t o w ar d t h os e s m all er  
a n d  l ess s kill e d t h a n m e.

W e  li v e i n a n a g e w h er e  s o ci et y i n 
g e n er al  a n d  m e n  i n p arti c ul ar  t e n d t o e x 
pl oit  w o m e n  s e x u all y. W o m e n  ar e  oft e n  
vi e w e d  as o bj e cts,  n ot  as p ers o ns.  M or e  
m e n  w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o dr a w  o n  t h eir atti 
t u d es t o w ar d sist ers a n d  a p pl y  t h e m t o t h e 
n o n-s p o us e  w o m e n  i n t h eir li v es. P er h a ps  
t h e n w o m e n  w o ul d  b e  l ess e x pl oit e d  a n d  
m or e  r es p e ct e d.

I n e v er  r e all y k n e w  w h o  I w as  u ntil  I 
m et  m y  wif e.  It is n o  a c ci d e nt t h at G o d  
s ai d,  “ T h e  t w o s h all  b e  o n e  fl es h. " I di d n't  
b e c o m e  a  w h ol e  p ers o n  u ntil  I m arri e d  h er.  
S h e  h as  all o w e d  m e  t o d o  s o m et hi n g I w as  
n e v er  c o mf ort a bl e  d oi n g  b ef or e  ... t o b e  
m ys elf.  Wit h  h er  I h a v e  f o u n d o n e  p ers o n  
wit h  w h o m  I c a n  b e  c o m pl et el y  o p e n  a n d  
h o n est  a b o ut  m ys elf . ・ ・ a n d  s h e  still l o v es 
m e.  P a ul  t ells us  h us b a n ds  t o l o v e o ur  
wi v es  as  C hrist  l o v e d t h e c h ur c h.  I' v e n ot  
b e e n  v er y  s u c c essf ul  at  t his, b utf m  tr yi n g. 
M e n,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m a n d e d  t o l o v e 
o ur  wi v es  li k e w e  l o v e o ur  o w n  b o di es.  W e  
ar e  t o li v e wit h  t h e m i n r es p e ct. T h e y  ar e  
n ot  o ur  sl a v es, t o b e  c o er c e d  or  b att er e d  
i nt o s u b missi o n; t h e y ar e  c o- h eirs  of  t h e 
gr a ci o us  gift  of  lif e ( 1 P et.  3: 7).

N o w  t h at w e  ar e  p ar e nts,  I s e e  m y  wif e  
i n n e w  w a ys.  N ot  o nl y  is s h e  a  fri e n d a n d  a  
l o v er, s h e is als o  t h e m ot h er  of  m y  c hil-

W h e n  P a ul  wr ot e  t o Ti m ot h y  h e  r e
mi n d e d  hi m  of  t h e f ait h w hi c h  b e g a n  i n 
Ti m ot h y's  gr a n d m ot h er,  L ois.  I c a n  i d e n
tif y wit h  Ti m ot h y,  f or I h a d  t h e w o n d erf ul  
bl essi n g  of  t w o gr a n d m ot h ers  w h o  w er e  
w o m e n  of  f ait h. B ot h  w o m e n  h a v e  s er v e d 
as gr e at  e x a m pl es of  f ait h b ot h  t o t h eir 
f a mili es a n d  t o t h eir l o c al c h ur c h es.  O n e  
gr a n d m ot h er,  e v e n  i nt o h er  ei g hti es,  c o n 
ti n u e d t o t e a c h S u n d a y  S c h o ol.  H o w  w o n 
d erf ul  it is t o b e  a  p art  of  a  m ulti- g e n er a 
ti o n al f a mil y of  f ait hf ul n ess— t o h a v e  t h es e 
gr e at  r es o ur c es fr o m w hi c h  t o dr a w.  I n t h e 
d a ys  b ef or e  w o m e n  s o u g ht offi ci al  p osi 
ti o ns of  mi nistr y,  t h e y c ert ai nl y  still mi nis 
t er e d. I w o n d er  h o w  m a n y  of  o ur  c h ur c h es  
w o ul d  b e  t h er e t o d a y if it h a d n't  b e e n  f or 
t h ef ait hf ul n ess a n d d e di c ati o n of o ur gr a n d- 
m ot h ers  t e a c hi n g S u n d a y  s c h o ol, pl a yi n g  
t h e pi a n o,  a n d  gi vi n g  o ut  l o v e a n d  h u gs  t o 
t h e littl e s u n b e a ms.

O ur  gr a n d m ot h ers  h a v e  s p e ci al n e e ds  
of  w hi c h  w e  m ust  b e  a w ar e.  I n m a n y  c as es  
t h e y ar e  al o n e.  W e  m ust  c ar e  f or t h e m b y  
s e ei n g t o it t h at t h e y ar e  n ot  l o n el y. If t h er e

"is  n o  f a mil y n e ar b y,  it is t h e pl a c e  of  t h e 
c h ur c h  t o visit  t h e m a n d  b e  t h eir f a mil y.

dr e n.  I n o w  s e e i n h er  m a n y  of  t h e s a m e 
q u aliti es  t h at I l o v e a n d  a p pr e ci at e  a b o ut  
m y  o w n  m ot h er.  T h e  s a m e  s a crifi ci al atti 
t u d e of  p utti n g  h er  f a mil y first is o b vi o usl y  
pr es e nt  i n h er  lif e. S h e  c ar es  c o nti n u all y  
f or o ur  f o ur c hil dr e n's m a n y  n e e ds  a n d  
d e m a n ds.  S h e  s u p p orts m e;  s h e  h el ps  m e.  
I a m  b ett er  at  w h at  I d o  b e c a us e  of  h er  l o v e 
a n d  s u p p ort.  I l o v e h er.

A n d  n o w  I h a v e  a d a u g ht er.  S h e  is 
s m all  a n d  pr e ci o us.  Itis h u m bli n g  f or m e t o 
k n o w  t h at h er  attit u d e a b o ut  h ers elf  a n d  
a b o ut  m e n  is g oi n g  t o c o m e  l ar g el y fr o m 
m e.  A  gr e at  d e al  of  h er  s elf- w ort h will  
c o m e fr o m D a d d y.  I m ust  t e a c h h er  t o 
r es p e ct h ers elf.  I m ust  t e a c h h er  t h at h er  
m ost  i m p ort a nt q u aliti es ar e h er  i n n er 
b e a ut y  a n d  h er  tr ust i n G o d.  I m ust gi v e  h er  
e n o u g h  l o v e a n d  aff e cti o n  as  s h e  gr o ws  u p  
s o t h at s h e will  n ot  b e  t e m pt e d t o s e e k it 
els e w h er e  i n u n h e alt h y  w a ys.  I m ust  n ot  
“ e x as p er at e  h er,  b ut  bri n g  h er  u p  i n t h e 
dis ci pli n e  a n d  i nstr u cti o n of  t h e L or d M  ( E p h. 
6: 4). It is a c h all e n gi n g r es p o nsi bilit y. 
T hr o u g h  t h e gr a c e  of  G o d,  m a y  I b e  s uffi
ci e nt  t o t h e t as k.

T h es e  ar e  o nl y  s o m e  of  t h e i m p ort a nt 
w o m e n  i n m y  lif e. T h er e  h a v e  b e e n  ot h ers:  
p ast ors *  wi v es,  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  t e a c h ers, 
a n d  n o w  as  a n  a d ult  t h er e ar e  m y  c o-l a b or-  
ers.  M a n y  d e di c at e d  C hristi a n  w o m e n  h a v e  
s er v e d as a  p ositi v e  i nfl u e n c e i n m y  lif e, 
a n d  c o nti n u e  t o d o  s o. P a ul  t ells us  t o tr e at 
t h es e w o m e n  as m e m b ers  of  o ur  f a mil y. 
T h e  ol d er  w o m e n  d es er v e  t o b e  tr e at e d 
wit h  t h e a g a p e  l o v e a n d  r es p e ct of  sist ers 
( 1 Ti m.  5: 2).  W hil e  s o ci et y c o nti n u es t o 
str u g gl e wit h  iss u es of  e q u alit y, s e x u al 
h ar ass m e nt,  p or n o gr a p h y,  a n d  t h e e x pl oi 
t ati o n of  w o m e n,  t h e c h ur c h  m ust  c o nti n u e  
t o s et  t h e hi g h est  of  st a n d ar ds.  W o m e n  ar e  
n ot  p erf e ct  m a d o n n as,  n or  ar e  t h e y o bj e cts;  
t h e y ar e  p art n ers  i n f ait h a n d  mi nistr y.  W e  
m ust  tr e at t h e m wit h  di g nit y.

T h er e  ar e m a n y  v al u a bl e  mi nistri es  
f or w o m e n  i n s o ci et y  a n d  i n t h e c h ur c h . F or  
t h os e w o m e n  w h o  l o o k at  t h eir li v es a n d  
d o u bt  t h e i m p ort a n c e oft h eir  a c hi e v e m e nts,  
l et t h e m b e  r e mi n d e d t h at " T h e h a n d  t h at 
r o c ks t h e cr a dl e  r ul es t h e w orl d. n  C hristi a n  
w o m a n h o o d  s h o ul d b e  c el e br at e d  f or t h e 
m a n y  c o ntri b uti o ns  w o m e n  m a k e  t o o ur  
f a mili es a n d  o ur  c h ur c h es.  I t h a n k G o d  f br 
t h e m a n y  C hristi a n  w o m e n  i n m y  lif e, l et 
t h e r e a d er b e  str o n gl y  e n c o ur a g e d  t o d o  t h e 
s a m e!
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( P art O n e  
of  T hr e e)

b y  P ast or  Fr a n cis  E.  B ur n ett  
B ell e  Pl ai n e,  I o w a

I. Isr a el

T h er e  w as  a  d efi nit e  b e gi n ni n g  t hr o u g h w hi c h  
o ur  G o d  br o u g ht  f ort h a  p e o pl e  c h os e n  of  Hi m.

Fr a n cis  B ur n ett  h as  b e e n  a  p ast or  i n o ur  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  all his  lif e, s er vi n g 
c h ur c h es  i n Miss o uri,  O hi o,  Mi c hi g a n,  a n d  
N o v a  S c oti a.  H e  w as  als o  n ati o n al  e v a n g el 
ist f or o ur  C o nf er e n c e  f or s e v er al y e ars.  
B ei n g  "r etir e d, M  h e  is n o w  p ast or  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  at K os zt a,  I o w a. H a vi n g  
d o n e  c o nsi d er a bl e  r es e ar c h o n  t h e s u bj e ct 
of  Isr a el, h e  is a bl e  t o e nli g ht e n  m ost  of  us

T h at  w as  t hr o u g h A br a h a m,  a d es c e n d a nt  of  
S h e m.  I n t h at li n e a g e w as  E b er,  N a h or,  T er a h,  
a n d  A br a h a m.  It is g e n er all y  a c c e pt e d  t h at u H e-  
br e w "  is a n a m e  d eri v e d  fr o m E b er.  It is als o  
t h o u g ht b y  s o m e t h at t h e m e a ni n g  p ert ai ns  t o 
t h os e fr o m t h e ot h er  si d e of  t h e ri v er, w hi c h  w as  
t h e E u p hr at es. 2  B ot h  u n d erst a n di n gs  w o ul d  p er 
t ai n t o A br a h a m.  T his  is all gi v e n  t o s h o w t h at 
A br a h a m  w as  n ot  a n  Isr a elit e b ut  w as  a  H e br e w.  
A br a h a m  w as  c h os e n  b e c a us e  of  his  c h ar a ct er.  
G o d's  d es cri pti o n  of  A br a h a m's  f ait h is f o u n d i n 
t h es e w or ds:  "I  h a v e  c h os e n  hi m,  s o t h at h e  will!  
dir e ct  his  c hil dr e n  a n d  his  h o us e h ol d  aft er  hi m  t o 
k e e p  t h e w a y  of  t h e L o r d  b y  d oi n g  w h at  is ri g ht 
a n d  j ust, s o t h at t h e L o r d  will  bri n g  a b o ut  f or 
A br a h a m  w h at  h e  h as  pr o mis e d  hi m "  ( G e n. 1 8: 1 9,  
NI V).  T h e  " pr o mis e " m a d e  t o A br a h a m  w as  a  
pr o mis e  wit h  m or e  t h a n o n e  p art.  H e  w as  t o h a v e  
a s o n e v e n i n his  ol d a g e, a n d t h at of  S ar a h.  
T hr o u g h  t h at s o n  his  d es c e n d a nts  w o ul d  m ulti pl y  
as  t h e u s a n d of  t h e s e a, " t h e "st ars  of  h e a v e n/'  or  
t h e " d ust of  t h e e art h. "  T o  o n e  wit h o ut  a n  h eir,  
t his w as  a st u p e n d o us ki n d  of  t hi n ki n g. Y et  t h e 
S cri pt ur es  t ell us  t h atu A br a h a m  b eli e v e d  G o d. "

T h e  s o n n a m e d  Is a a c w as  b or n,  w as  gi v e n  a  
wif e,  a n d  h a d  t w o s o ns  w h o  w er e  n a m e d  Es a u  a n d  
J a c o b. D uri n g  t h e pr e g n a n c y  t h e c hil dr e n  w er e  
str u g gli n g i n t h e w o m b  of  R e b e k a h.  R e b e k a h's  
r es p o ns e t o it w as,  " W h y is t his h a p p e ni n g  t o 
m e ? "  S h e  w e nt  t o i n q uir e of  t h e L or d.  T h e  L or d  
s ai d t o h er,  " T w o  n ati o ns  ar e  i n y o ur  w o m b,  a n d  
t w o p e o pl es  fr o m wit hi n  y o u  will  b e  s e p ar at e d;  
o n e  p e o pl e  will  b e  str o n g er  t h a n t h e ot h er,  a n d  t h e 
ol d er  will  s er v e t h e y o u n g er "  ( G e n. 2 5: 2 2,  2 3,  
NI V).

B e c a us e  of  d e c ei vi n g  his  f at h er t o g et  t h( 
first b or n's bl essi n g,  J a c o b  h a d  t o fl e e t h e a n g er  of  
Es a u.  H e  w e nt  t o H ar a n,  t h e h o m e  of  R e b e k a h's

H Y  S H O U L D  O N E  W RI T E  o n  a  
s u bj e ct wit h  a titl e t h at s e e ms t o 
r ef er t o all  p e o pl e  t o w h o m  G o d  h as  
gi v e n  lif e b ut  w h o  h a v e  c h os e n  t o 

li v e a n y  w a y  t h e y h a v e  d esir e d ?  I n A cts  1 7: 2 6  w e  
r e a d,"...  a n d  h at h  m a d e  of  o n e  bl o o d  all  n ati o ns  
f or t o d w ell  o n  all  t h e f a c e of  t h e e art h. " 1 A n ot h er  
tr a nsl ati o n r e a ds, * * G o d  st art e d  wit h  o n e  m a n  a n d  
m a d e  all fr o m hi m.,,  H o w e v er,  t h e a p ostl e, i n 
writi n g  t h e first C ori nt hi a n  l ett er, wr ot e,  " Gi v e  
n o n e  off e n c e,  n eit h er  t o t h e J e ws, n or  t o t h e 
G e ntil es,  n or  t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d "  ( 1 C or.  
1 0: 3 2).  T o  b e  s p e cifi c, t h e n, t h e p e o pl e  of  G o d  
ar e  s et  f ort h i n t h e Bi bl e.  T h e y  ar e  t h os e w h o  h a v e  
s er v e d Hi m  a n d  will  c o nti n u e  t o d o  s o e v e n  i nt o 
et er nit y. T o  b e  e v e n  m or e  s p e cifi c, t h e p e o pl e  
w h o  s er v e G o d  ar e  di vi d e d  i nt o t w o gr o u ps —  
Isr a el a n d  t h e c h ur c h.  T his  writi n g  will  b e  s e p a
r at e d i nt o t hr e e p orti o ns — Isr a el, t h e c h ur c h,  a n d  
t h e c o m p aris o n  a n d  c o ntr ast  b et w e e n  t h e t w o.

i n t his t hr e e- p art s eri es. If y o u' d  li k e t o c orr es p o n d wit h  hi m  his  
a d dr ess  is Rt  2,  B o x  1 3,  B ell e  Pl ai n e,  I A 5 2 2 0 8.
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Isr a el: A  S p e ci al  P e o pl e

Isr a el w as  s el e ct e d b y t h e G o d  of  
h e a v e n  t o b e  His.  T h e y  ar e  i n d e e d s h o w n 
t hr o u g h o ut b ot h  t h e Ol d  a n d  N e w  T est a-

Isr a el: If Y o u  O b e y

T h e  L or d  G o d  w as  v er y  s p e cifi c i n 
s etti n g f ort h t h e w a y  Isr a el s h o ul d li v e. 
Li vi n g  b y  His  ri g ht e o us n ess is n ot  u nli k e  
t h e pri n ci pl es  t a u g ht i n t h e N e w  T est a 
m e nt.  I n L e viti c us  2 6: 1 2  o n e  fi n ds t h e 
p ositi v e,  * *I  will  w al k  a m o n g  y o u  a n d  b e  
y o ur  G o d,  a n d  y o u  will  b e  m y  p e o pl e.,,  
T h e n  t h er e w as  a w ar ni n g,  " B ut if y o u  
will  n ot  list e n t o m e  a n d c arr y o ut  all  
t h es e c o m m a n ds, a n d if y o u  r ej e ct m y  
d e cr e es  a n d a b h or  m y  l a ws a n d f ail t o 
c arr y  o ut  all  m y  c o m m a n ds  a n d  s o  vi ol at e  
m y  c o v e n a nt,  t h e n I will  d o  t his t o y o u "

ti o n.' T h es e  ar e t h e w or ds  y o u  ar e t o 
s p e a k  t o t h e Isr a elit es " ( E x. 1 9: 5, 6, NI V).

I n t h at s et  ofl a ws  ( D e ut er o n o m y) G o d  
t ol d M os es,  " F or  y o u  ar e  a  p e o pl e  h ol y  t o 
t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d.  T h e  L o r d  y o ur  G o d  
h as  c h os e n  y o u  o ut  of  all  t h e p e o pl es  o n  
t h e f a c e of  t h e e art h  t o b e  his  p e o pl e,  his  
tr e as ur e d p oss essi o n.  T h e  L o r d  di d  n ot  
s et his  aff e cti o n  o n  y o u  a n d  c h o os e  y o u  
b e c a us e  y o u  w er e  m or e  n u m er o us  t h a n 
ot h er  p e o pl es. ... B ut  it w as  b e c a us e  t h e 
L o r d  l o v e d y o u  a n d k e pt  t h e o at h  h e  
s w or e t o y o ur  f or ef at h ers. . . . K n o w  
t h er ef or e t h at t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d  is G o d;  
h e  is a  f ait hf ul G o d,  k e e pi n g  his  c o v e n a nt  
of  l o v e t o a  t h o us a n d g e n er ati o ns  of  t h os e 
w h o  l o v e hi m  a n d  k e e p  his  c o m m a n ds "  
( D e ut. 7: 6- 9,  NI V).  T h e  S o n ci n o  C o m 
m e nt ar y  r e a ds o n  t his s e cti o n,  es p e ci all y  
v ers e  7,  " T h e r o ot m e a ni n g  of  t h e v er b  
「 's et''] is "t o  f ast e n t o g et h er.n  T h e  si g ni
fi c ati o n is: G o d  es p o us e d  Isr a el wit h  a n  
i n diss ol u bl e b o n d.' ”  I n f urt h er i nstr u c
ti o n G o d  s ai d,"...  f or y o u  ar e  a  p e o pl e  
h ol y  t o t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d.  O ut  of  all  t h e 
p e o pl es  o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e e art h,  t h e L o r d  
h as  c h os e n  y o u  t o b e  his  tr e as ur e d p os 
s essi o n " ( D e ut. 1 4: 2,  NI V).

F urt h er  i m p ort a n c e of  Isr a el's p osi 
ti o n b ef or e  G o d  is s h o w n i n t h e f oll o w
i n g. " F or  I c o ul d  wis h  t h at I m ys elf  w er e  
c urs e d a n d c ut off  fr o m C hrist  f or t h e 
s a k e of  m y  br ot h ers,  t h os e of  m y  o w n  
r a c e, t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el. T h eirs  is t h e 
a d o pti o n  as  s o ns; t h eirs t h e di vi n e  gl or y,  
t h e c o v e n a nts,  t h e r e c ei vi n g of  t h e l a w, 
t h e t e m pl e w ors hi p  a n d t h e pr o mis es.  
T h eirs  ar e  t h e p atri ar c hs,  a n d  fr o m t h e m 
is tr a c e d t h e h u m a n  a n c estr y  of  C hrisf *  
( R o m. 9: 3- 5,  NI V).  W e  ur g e  y o u  at  t his 
p oi nt  i n t his writi n g  t o f e el t h e i m p a ct of  
t h e pr o mis e(s)  of  G o d  t o Isr a el w h o  w er e  
a n d  ar e  c all e d  " his  tr e as ur e d p oss essi o n. "  
G o d  will  n ot  alt er  t h at w hi c h  h as  g o n e  o ut  
of  His  li ps. G o d  d o es  n ot  c h a n g e, n ot  
e v e n o n e  bit. T his  is w h y  y o u a n d I 
b eli e v e  t o d a y i n His S o nJ es us a n d  e x p e ct  
t h e f ut ur e t o b e  e x a ctl y as pr o mis e d.  
Isr a el w as  c h os e n  t o b e  a v er y  s p e ci al 
p e o pl e — t h e n, n o w,  a n d  i n t h e f ut ur e.

m e nts  t o b e  a s p e ci al p e o pl e.  T his,  of  
c o urs e,  is es p e ci all y  tr u e i n t h e Ol d  T es 
t a m e nt. T his,  h o w e v er,  d o es  n ot  m a k e  it 
of  a n y l ess v al u e.  O n e  c a n u n d erst a n d  
h o w  i m p ort a nt s u c h disti n cti o n  w as  i n 
t h es e w or ds:  " A n d  all  t h e p e o pl es  of  t h e 
e art h  s h all s e e t h at t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  
is c all e d u p o n  t h e e " ( D e ut. 2 8: 1 0,  
S o n ci n o).  T h e  c o m m e nt ar y  r e a ds, “ G o d  
f ulfills Isr a el's d esir es  as a d e m o nstr a 
ti o n t h at t h e y ar e  His  p e o pl e' *  ( S o n ci n o).6  
I n Ps al m  1 4 7: 1 9,  2 0  w e  r e a d, “ H e  h as  
r e v e al e d his  w or d  t o J a c o b, his  l a ws a n d  
d e cr e es  t o Isr a el. H e  h as  d o n e  t his f or n o  
ot h er  n ati o n;  t h e y d o  n ot  k n o w  his  l a ws. 
Pr ais e  t h e L o r d " ( NI V). T h e  A p ostl e  
P a ul  r e v e al e d t his s a m e f a ct i n R o m a ns  
9: 4,  5.

As  M os es  st o o d b ef or e  P h ar a o h  G o d  
c o m m a n d e d  hi m  t o s a y, " T h us  s ait h t h e 
L o r d , Isr a el is m y  s o n, e v e n m y  first
b or n " ( E x. 4: 2 2, KJ V).  T h e  H e br e w  
m e a ni n g  of  * ,first b or n,, is '' c hi ef.' " Fr o m  
H e br e w  a n d  J e wis h  hist or y,  w e  d o  k n o w  
t h at t h e p ositi o n  c arri e d  wit h  it t h e pri vi 
l e g e of  i n h erit a n c e. A n d  fi n all y i n t his 
s e g m e nt h a vi n g  t o d o  wit h  t h e s p e ci al
n ess  of  Isr a el w e  r e a d: " A n d t h e L o r d  
h at h  a v o u c h e d  t h e e t his d a y  t o b e  His  o w n  
tr e as ur e, as  H e  h at h  pr o mis e d  t h e e, a n d  
t h at t h o u s h o ul d est k e e p  all His  c o m 
m a n d m e nts;  a n d  t o m a k e  t h e e hi g h  a b o v e  
all  n ati o ns  t h at H e  h at h  m a d e,  i n pr ais e,  
a n d  i n n a m e,  a n d  i n gl or y;  a n d  t h at t h o u 
m a y est  b e  a  h ol y  p e o pl e  u nt o  t h e L o r d  
t h y G o d,  as  H e  h at h  s p o k e n "  ( D e ut. 2 6: 1 8,  
1 9,  S o n ci n o).  S o n ci n o  c o m m e nts: "I n  
pr ais e,  i n n a m e  a n d  i n gl or y,,  a m o n g  t h e 
n ati o ns  [is] b y  virt u e  of  Isr a efs s p e ci al 
r el ati o ns hi p t o G o d.' * 8

^ ^ G o d  叩 p e ar e d  t o J a c o b i n a dr e a m  a n d  

t ol d hi m  t o r et ur n t o t h e l a n d of his  f at h er. 
T his  w as  d o n e  a n d  J a c o b r et ur n e d wit h  
t w o wi v es,  t w o c o n c u bi n es,  el e v e n  s o ns,  
a n d o n e  d a u g ht er.  I n a d diti o n, h e  h a d  
l ar g e h er ds  of  c attl e  a n d  g o ats  a n d  fl o c ks 
of  s h e e p  pl us  c a m els  a n d  ot h er  h ol di n gs.  
S o o n  aft er r et ur ni n g, G o d  t ol d J a c o b, 
" G o u p  t o B et h el,  a n d d w ell  t h er e a n d  
m a k e  t h er e a n alt ar  u nt o  G o d,  t h at a p 
p e ar e d  u nt o  t h e e w h e n  t h o u fl e d d est fr o m 
t h e f a c e of Es a u  t h y br ot h er' *  ( G e n. 3 5: 1).  
D uri n g  t h e w ors hi p  p eri o d  at  B et h el,  G o d  
a p p e ar e d  a g ai n  t o J a c o b  a n d  s ai d, u Y o ur  
n a m e  is J a c o b, b ut  y o u  will  n o  l o n g er b e  
c all e d  J a c o b; y o ur  n a m e  will  b e  Isr a el.n  
G o d  s ai d f urt h er, "l a m  G o d  Al mi g ht y;  
b e  fr uitf ul a n d i n cr e as e i n n u m b er.  A  
n ati o n  a n d  a  c o m m u nit y  of  n ati o ns  will  
c o m e fr o m y o u,  a n d ki n gs  will  c o m e  
fr o m y o ur  b o d y M  ( G e n. 3 5: 1 0, 1 1,  NI V).  
E v e n  b ef or e  J a c o b a n d  his  gr e at  f a mil y 
a n d  p oss essi o ns  h a d  l eft P a d a n ar a m, G o d  
t ol d hi m,  " T h y n a m e  s h all b e  c all e d  n o  

^ ^ m or e  J a c o b , b ut  Isr a el: f or as  a  pri n c e  h ast  
p o w er  wit h  G o d  a n d  wit h  m e n,  a n d  

h ast  pr e v ail e d "  ( G e n. 3 2: 2 8,  KJ V).  T h e  
n a m e  m e a ns  "r ul er wit h  G o d, "  as  n ot e d  
i n t h e C o m p a ni o n  Bi bl e. 3  Fr o m  Str o n g's  
C o n c or d a n c e,  t h e H e br e w  m e a ni n g  is 
" h e  will  r ul e as  G o d. "  T h e  H e br e w  w or d  
is a  d eri v ati o n  of  t w o w or ds,  o n e  m e a n 
i n g "t h e Al mi g ht y "  a n d  t h e ot h er  m e a n 
i n g "t h e  pr e v ail er. " 4

It w as  aft er  G o d  h a d  br o u g ht  M os es  
b a c k  fr o m Mi di a n  t o l e a d t h e Isr a elit es 
o ut  of  E g y pt  t h at t h e i m p ort a n c e of  t h e 
n ati o n  b e g a n  t o b e  k n o w n.  G o d  t ol d M os es  
t o t ell t h e Isr a elit es, "I  will  t a k e y o u  as  m y  
o w n  p e o pl e,  a n d  I will  b e  y o ur  G o d.  T h e n  
y o u  will  k n o w  t h at I a m  t h e L o r d  y o ur  
G o d,  w h o  br o u g ht  y o u  o ut  fr o m u n d er  t h e 
y o k e  of  t h e E g y pti a ns. ... I a m  t h e L o r d "  
( E x. 6: 7, 8,  NI V).  It w as  aft er  t h e c oi ni n g  
o ut  of  E g y pt  w h e n  M os es  w as  pr e p ari n g  
t o as c e n d  i nt o t h e m o u nt ai n  t o r e c ei v e t h e 
L a w  t h at G o d  s ai d t o M os es,  " ' N o w if 
y o u  will  o b e y  m e  f ull y a n d k e e p  m y  
c o v e n a nts,  t h e n o ut  of  all  t h e n ati o ns  y o u  
Will  b e  m y  tr e as ur e d p oss essi o n.  Alt h o u g h  

't h e w h ol e  e art h  is mi n e,  y o u  will  b e  f or 
m e  a  ki n g d o m  of  pri ests  a n d  a  h ol y  n a-

r el ati v es. T h e  pl a c e w as  als o c all e d  
P a d a n ar a m.  J a c o b  w or k e d  f or L a b a n,  t h e 

_  br ot h er  of  R e b e k a h.  Aft er  t w e nt y y e ars  
| ^ G o d 叩 p e ar e d  t o J a c o b i n a dr e a m  a n d
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us  b e  r e mi n d e d of  t h e it e ms w e  h a v e  
l e ar n e d w hi c h  h a v e  b e e n  br o u g ht  o ut  i n 
t his arti cl e.  Isr a el is G o d's  "first b or n  s o n 
... tr e as ur e d p oss essi o n. n  T h e  G o d  w h o  
c a n n ot  li e will  n ot  br e a k  His  pr o mis e d  
v o w  t h at Isr a el w as  all  of  t h es e t hi n gs t o 
Hi m  a n d t h at H e  w o ul d  n e v er  f ors a k e 
t h e m. A n d  s o w e  e n d t his s e g m e nt wit h  
G o d's  W or d  fr o m Is ai a h: " ' F or a  bri ef  
m o m e nt  I a b a n d o n e d  y o u,  b ut  wit h  d e e p  
c o m p assi o n  I will  bri n g  y o u  b a c k.  I n a  
s ur g e  of  a n g er  I hi d  m y  f a c e fr o m y o u  f or 
a  m o m e nt,  b ut  wit h  e v erl asti n g  ki n d n ess  
I h a v e  c o m p assi o n o n  y o u,'  s a ys t h e 
L o r d  y o ur  R e d e e m er ”  (Is a. 5 4: 7, 8,  N T V).

o w ni n g  J e h o v a h  as  t h eir G o d.  T h os e  w h o  
"f oll o w e d t h at r o c kn  w er e  ri g ht e o us i n 
G o d's  si g ht. T h eir  r e d e m pti o n h as  b e e n  
a c c o u nt e d  f or alr e a d y  b e c a us e  t 
li e v e d G o d  a n d  f oll o w e d i n t h e w a ys  H e  
h a d  s h o w n t h e m. T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  d e 
s cri b e d i n his  l ett er t o t h e br et hr e n  i n 
R o m e  t h e diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  t h e f ait hf ul 
of  Isr a el a n d  t h os e w h o  h a d  b e e n  bli n d e d  
b y  u n b eli ef.  " W h at t h e n ? W h at  Isr a el 
s o u g ht s o e ar n estl y  it di d  n ot  o bt ai n,  b ut  
t h e el e ct  di d.  T h e  ot h ers  w er e  h ar d e n e d "  
( R o m. 1 1: 7,  NI V).  T h e  el e ct  of  Isr a el h a d  
r e c ei v e d w h at  w as  "s o u g ht  s o  e ar n estl y, "  
j ust li k e m a n y  f ait hf ul f oll o w ers of  J es us 
di d  l at er i n t h at "t h es e w er e  all c o m 
m e n d e d  f or t h eir f ait h, y et  n o n e  of  t h e m 
[ as y et  h a v e]  r e c ei v e d w h at  h a d  b e e n  
pr o mis e d  ...s o t h at o nl y  t o g et h er wit h  us  
[t h e c all e d- o uti n  C hrist]  w o ul d  t h e y [t h e 
c h os e n a n d f ait hf ul s ai nts pri or  t o t h e 
cr oss,  i n cl u di n g f ait hf ul Isr a el] b e  m a d e  
p erf e ct " ( H e b. 1 1: 3 9,  4 0,  NI V).  O n e  
c a n n ot  l e a v e o ut  t h at d uri n g  P a ul's  mi n 
istr y, a n d  i n f a ct, fr o m t h e ti m e t h at J es us 
b e g a n  his  mi nistr y,  t h e J e ws (Isr a elit es) 
w er e  b eli e vi n g  o n  J es us a n d a c c e pti n g  
Hi m  as  S a vi or.  W h e n  t h e y di d  t his, t h e y 
w er e  n o  l o n g er Isr a elit e as  t h e G e ntil el  
w er e  n o  l o n g er G e ntil e  b ut  w er e  " all  o n e  
i n C hrist  J es us " ( G al. 3: 2 7).

Isr a el: T h y  S a vi or,  T h y  R e d e e m er,  
t h e Mi g ht y  O n e  of  J a c o b

T h es e  ar e  t h e w or ds  gi v e n  t o Is ai a h: 
* lT h o u  s h alt als o s u c k t h e mil k  of  t h e 
n ati o ns,  a n d  s h alt  s u c k  t h e br e ast  of ki n gs;  
a n d  t h o u s h alt k n o w  t h at I t h e L o r d  a m  
t h y S a vi or,  a n d I, t h e Mi g ht y  O n e  of  
J a c o b, t h y R e d e e m er "  (Is a. 6 0: 1 6,  
S o n ci n o).  As  n ot e d  pr e vi o usl y,  t h os e w h o  
will  b e  r e g at h er e d ar e  t h e o n es  w h o  w er e  
c ast  o ut,  s c att er e d a n d  e xil e d  b e c a us e  of  
t h e si n a n d distr ust  i n t h e li vi n g G o d.  
Mi c a h's  d es cri pti o n  of  t h e r e g at h eri n g 
r e a ds: " *I n  t h at d a y/  d e cl ar es  t h e L o r d , 
* 1  will  g at h er  t h e l a m e;I will  ass e m bl e  t h e 
e xil es  a n d  t h os e I h a v e  br o u g ht  t o gri ef.  I 
will  m a k e  t h e l a m e a r e m n a nt, t h os e 
dri v e n  a w a y  a str o n g n ati o n.  T h e  L o r d  
will  r ul e o v er  t h e m i n M o u nt  Zi o n  fr o m 
t h at d a y  f or e v er * "  ( Mi c a h 4: 6,  7,  NI V).

Isr a el: T h o u  Art  Mi n e W

T h e  r e d e m pti o n of  G o d's  " c h os e n, "

( L e v. 2 6: 1 4- 1 6,  NI V).
L et  us  n o w  c o nsi d er  s o m e  of  t h e s cri p

t ur es t h at c o m e  fr o m t h e pr o p h ets  t h at l et 
Isr a el k n o w  e x a ctl y  w h at  w o ul d  h a p p e n  
if t h e y dis o b e y e d. "  ‘I will  s c att er  y o u  li k e 
c h aff  dri v e n  b y  t h e d es ert  wi n d.  T his  is 
y o ur  l ot, t h e p orti o n  I h a v e  d e cr e e d  f or 
y o u/  d e cl ar es  t h e L o r d , ' b e c a us e y o u  
h a v e  f or g ott e n m e  a n d tr ust e d i n f als e 
g o ds'  " (J er. 1 3: 2 4,  2 5,  NI V).  “ F or  t h e 
Isr a elit es will  li v e m a n y  d a ys  wit h o ut  
ki n g  or  pri n c e,  wit h o ut  s a crifi c e  ors a cr e d  
st o n es, wit h o ut  e p h o d or  i d ol " ( H os e a 
3: 4,  NI V).  *  T h er ef or e  b e c a us e  of  y o u,  
Zi o n  will  b e  pl o w e d  li k e a  fi el d, J er us a
l e m will  b e c o m e  a h e a p  of  r u b bl e, t h e 
t e m pl e hill a m o u n d  o v er gr o w n  wit h  
t hi c k ets " ( Mi c a h 3: 1 2,  NI V).  " ' W h e n I 
c all e d,  t h e y di d  n ot  list e n; s o w h e n  t h e y 
c all e d,  I w o ul d  n ot  list e n, * s a ys  t h e L o r d  
Al mi g ht y.  * 1  s c att er e d  t h e m wit h  a  w hirl 
wi n d  a m o n g  all t h e n ati o ns,  w h er e  t h e y 
w er e  str a n g ers.  T h e  l a n d w asl eft  s o  d es o 
l at e b e hi n d  t h e m t h at n o  o n e  c o ul d  c o m e  
or  g o *  "  ( Z e c h. 7: 1 3,  1 4,  NI V).

Isr a el h as  b e e n  p u nis h e d  f or dis o b e di 
e n c e  si n c e t h e ti m e of  t h e t w el v e s pi es,  if 
n ot  b ef or e  t h at. H o w e v er,  t h e s e v er est 
p u nis h m e nt  b e g a n  aft er  J os h u a a n d  t h at 
g e n er ati o n,  w hi c h  h a d e x p eri e n c e d s o 
m a n y  of  G o d's  gr e at  mir a cl es,  di e d.  N o  
ot h er  p e o pl e  i n t h e w orl d  h a v e  b e e n  s o 
p u nis h e d,  ar e e v e n  n o w,  or  will  b e  y et  
u ntil t h eir M essi a h,  o ur  S a vi or  J es us, 
r et ur ns t o f ulfill t h e pr o mis es  of  G o d  f or 
t h e f ut ur e. "' C o mf ort,  c o mf ort  m y  p e o pl e,  
s a ys  y o ur  G o d.  S p e a k  t e n d erl y t o J er us a
l e m, a n d pr o cl ai m  t o h er  t h at h er  h ar d  
s er vi c e  h as  b e e n  c o m pl et e d,  t h at h er  si n 
h as  b e e n  p ai d  f or, t h at s h e h as  r e c ei v e d 
fr o m t h e L o r d 's  h a n d  d o u bl e  f or all  h er  
si ns "  (Is a. 4 0: 1, 2, NI V).  T h o u g h  t hisist o 
b e  a p pli e d  t o t h e f ut ur e as  t h e t o n e of  t h e 
writi n g  i n di c at es, it d o es  s h o w w h at  G o d  
di d  t o Isr a el. It is n ot  y et  fi nis h e d. Fr o m  
J er e mi a h w e  r e a d, "I will  r e p a y t h e m 
d o u bl e  f or t h eir wi c k e d n ess  a n d  t h eir si n, 
b e c a us e  t h e y h a v e  d efil e d  m y  l a n d wit h  
t h e lif el ess f or ms of  t h eir vil e  i m a g es a n d  
h a v e fill e d m y  i n h erit a n c e wit h  t h eir 
d et est a bl e  i d ols " (J er. 1 6: 1 8,  NI V).  A g ai n,  
n o  ot h er  n ati o n  h as  b e e n  s o  p u nis h e d;  t h at 
is, n o  ot h ers  w h o  h a v e  h a d  G o d  as  h er  
pr ot e ct or,  pr o vi d er,  j u d g e, a n d  m or e.

As  w e  bri n g  t his s e g m e nt  t o a  cl os e,  l et

Isr a el: Wit h  Gr e at  C o m p assi o n

" Wit h gr e at  c o m p assi o n " r e v e als 
G o d's  S pirit  a n d  attit u d e  i n v ol v e d i n t h e 
r e d e e mi n g of kr a el. as p ortr a y e d  i n Is ai a h 
5 4.  As  a n  i ntr o d u cti o n t o t his s e g m e nt  j et 
us  b e  r e mi n d e d of  t h e c o n diti o n  of  t h at 
n ati o n,  t h e p e o pl e  c h os e n of  G o d.  As  
t h er e is t o d a y i n o ur  C hristi a n/ n o n- C hris-  
ti a n w orl d,  s o  t h er e w as  i n Isr a el. I n Isr a el 
t h er e w er e  al w a ys  a  f e w w h o  w er e  d e di 
c at e d  t o s er vi n g  G o d  a n d  ot h ers  t h at w er e  
n ot.  " U nl ess  t h e L o r d  Al mi g ht y  h a d  l eft 
us  s o m e s ur vi v ors, w e  w o ul d  h a v e  b e 
c o m e  li k e S o d o m,  w e  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  
li k e G o m orr a h "  (Is a. 1: 9,  NI V).  O n e  n e e d  
o nl y  r e a d t h e st or y of  t h e f ort y y e ars'  
w a n d eri n g  t o u n d erst a n d  P a ul's  r ef er
e n c e t o G o d's  n ot  b ei n g  " pl e as e d wit h  
m ost  of  t h e m. " B ut  t h er e w er e  a  f e w t h at 
f oll o w e d G o d's  l a ws a n d t h e gi vi n g  of  
t h e off eri n gs  f or pr ais e,  t h a n ks gi vi n g, 
a n d at o n e m e nt. P a ul  n a m es  s e v er al of  
t h e m i n H e br e ws  1 1.  T h os e  a n d m a n y  
m or e  w er e  f ait hf ul t o G o d  d uri n g  t h eir 
lif eti m es. T h e y  w er e  n ot  t h e si n n ers of  
Isr a el. T h e y  w er e  n ot  t h e " o ut c asts "  or  
t h e u n b eli e v ers  ( d o u bt ers). T h e y  w er e  
n ot  t h os e w h o  h a d  e y es  b ut  w er e  bli n d  
a n d  e ars  b ut  w er e  d e af,  ( S e e Is a. 4 2: 1 9;  
6: 9, 1 0;  M att.  1 3: 1 4- 1 6.)  M ost  of  t h e 
Isr a elit es w er e  si n n ers.  T h e y  tr a ns gr ess e d 
a g ai nst  G o d.  Is ai a h w as  t ol d t o c all  t h e m 
"r ul ers  of  S o d o m "  a n d  " p e o pl e  of  G o m or-  
r a h” (Is a. 1: 1 0,  NI V).

T h e  r e d e m pti o n of  Isr a el h as  t o d o  
wit h  t h e si n n ers  a n d  o ut c asts.  T h es e  w er e  
dis p ers e d  i nt o all p arts  of  t h e e art h  b e 
c a us e  of  dis o b e yi n g  G o d's  l a ws, b e c a us e  
of  dis b eli ef,  a n d  b e c a us e  of  o utri g ht  dis-
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Isr a el: I H a v e  L o v e d  Y o u

l,I h a v e  l o v e d y o u  wit h  a n  e v erl asti n g  
l o v e; I h a v e  dr a w n  y o u  wit h  l o vi n g ki n d 
n ess.  I will  b uil d  y o u  u p  a g ai n  a n d  y o u  
will  b e  r e b uilt, O  Vir gi n  Isr a el " (J er. 

参 3 1: 3,  4,  NI V).  A n ot h er  o utst a n di n g  s e c
ti o n of  S cri pt ur e  s h o wi n g  t h e r e d e m pti o n 

of  Isr a el is f o u n d i n Is ai a h 5 4.  "  ' Si n g, O

b arr e n  w o m a n,  y o u  w h o  n e v er  b or e  a  
c hil d;  b urst  i nt o s o n g, s h o ut f or j o y 
b e c a us e  m or e  ar e t h e c hil dr e n of  t h e 
d es ol at e  w o m a n  t h a n of  h er  w h o  h as  a  
h us b a n d, 1 s a ys t h e L o r d . . . . ' F or y o ur  
M a k er  is y o ur  h us b a n d 一 t h e L o r d  Al 
mi g ht y  is his  n a m e — t h e H ol y  O n e  of  
Isr a el is y o ur  R e d e e m er;  h e  is c all e d  t h e 
G o d  of  all t h e e art h.  T h e  L o r d  wll  c all  
y o u  b a c k  as  if y o u  w er e  a  wif e  d es ert e d  
a n d distr ess e d  i n s pirit . . . b ut  wit h  
e v erl asti n g  ki n d n ess  I will  h a v e  c o m p as 
si o n o n  y o u/  s a ys t h e L o r d  y o ur  R e-  
d e e m er,,  (Is a. 5 4: 1- 8,  NI V).

G o d  will  bri n g  b a c k  t h e t h o us a n ds 
u p o n  t h o us a n ds of  Isr a elit es fr o m t h e 
l a n d of  t h e e n e m y  (J er. 3 1: 1 6).  G o d  will  
f or gi v e all of  t h eir si n. "I will  cl e a ns e  
t h e m fr o m all  t h eir si n  t h e y h a v e  c o m mit 
t e d a g ai nst  m e  a n d  will  f or gi v e all t h eir 
si ns of  r e b elli o n a g ai nst  m e "  (J er. 3 3: 8,  
NI V).  " F or I will  t a k e y o u  o ut  of  t h e 
n ati o ns;  I will  g at h er  y o u  fr o m all t h e 
c o u ntri es  a n d  bri n g  y o u  b a c k  i nt o y o ur  
o w n  l a n d. I will  s pri n kl e cl e a n  w at er  o n  
y o u,  a n d  y o u  will  b e  cl e a n;  I will  cl e a ns e  
y o u  fr o m all  y o ur  i m p uriti es a n d  fr o m all  
y o ur  i d ols. I will  gi v e  y o u  a  n e w  h e art  a n d  
p ut  a  n e w  s pirit  i n y o u. ... A n d  I will  p ut  
m y  S pirit  i n y o u. ... Y o u  will  li v e i n t h e 
l a n d I g a v e  y o ur  f or ef at h ers; y o u  will  b e  
m y  p e o pl e,  a n d  I will  b e  y o ur  G o d.  I will  
s a v e y o u fr o m all y o ur  u n cl e a n n ess "  
( E z e k. 3 6: 2 4- 2 9 a,  NI V).  E z e ki el  3 7  s h o ws 
t h e c o n diti o n  of  m a n y  of  t h e Isr a elit es. 
,' T h er ef or e pr o p h es y  a n d s a y t o t h e m: 
' T his is w h at  t h e S o v er ei g n  L o r d  s a ys: O  
m y  p e o pl e,  I a m g oi n g  t o o p e n  y o ur  
gr a v es  a n d  bri n g  y o u  u p  fr o m t h e m; I will  
bri n g  y o u  b a c k  t o t h e l a n d of  Isr a el. T h e n  
y o u,  m y  p e o pl e,  will  k n o w  t h at I a m  t h e 
L o r d , w h e n  I o p e n  y o ur  gr a v es  a n d  bri n g  
y o u  u p  fr o m t h e m. I will  p ut  m y  S pirit  i n 
y o u  a n d  y o u  will  li v e, a n d  I will  s ettl e  y o u  
i n y o ur  o w n  l a n d. T h e n  y o u  will  k n o w  
t h at I t h e L o r d  h a v e  s p o k e n, a n d  I h a v e  
d o n e  it, d e cl ar es  t h e L o r d ' "  ( E z e k. 3 7: 1 2-  
1 4,  NI V).  T h e  pr o p h e c y  of  r es urr e cti o n is 
v er y  r e al. ( S e e Is a. 2 6: 1 9;  J o b 1 9: 2 5- 2 7;  
Ps a.  7 1: 2 0- 2 4;  D a n,  1 2: 2.)  R e m e m b er,  
t h e Isr a elit es t h at ar e b ei n g  r ais e d a n d  
br o u g ht  b a c k  fr o m e xil e d l a n ds al o n g  
wit h  t h e li vi n g ar e  n ot  t h e ri g ht e o us o n es.  
T h os e  p ers o ns,  als o  c all e d  t h e el e ct,  h a v e  
b e e n  a c c o u nt e d  f or b y  t h e writ er  of  t h e

' KJ V ( Ki n g J a m es V ersi o n).  NI V  cit ati o ns  
ar e N e w  I nt er n ati o n al V ersi o n.  Ot h er  Tr a ns 
l ati o ns ar e  n ot e d  i n t h e t e xt

2 J o h n B. D a vis,  e d.,  A  Di cti o n ar y  of  t h e Bi bl e  
( P hil a d el p hi a: W est mi nst er  Pr ess,  1 9 4 2),  p. 2 9 5.

' H u m p hr e y Milf or d,  T h e  C o m p a ni o n  Bi bl e  
( L o n d o n: O xf or d  U ni v ersit y  Pr ess,  n. d.),  p p.  4 7,  
5 0.

'J a m es Str o n g,  A  C o n cis e  Di cti o n ar y  of  t h e 
W or ds  i n t h e H e br e w  Bi bl e  i n Str o n g's  
E x h a usti v e  C o n c or d a n c e ( N e w Y or k:  A bi n g d o n-  
C o k es b ur y  Pr ess,  1 8 9 0),  # 3 4 7 8.

5 A.  C o h e n,  P h. D.,  e d.  T h e  S o n ci n o  B o o ks  of  
t h e Bi bl e:  C h u m as h , Fi v e  B  o o ks  of  M os es  ( 1 0t h 
e d.:  L o n d o n:  S o n ci n o  Pr ess,  1 9 7 1),  p.  1 0 2 6.

^ o h e n,  I bi d., p.  1 1 2 5.
' Str o n g, " U.,  # 1 0 6 0.
, C o h e n, I bi d., p.  1 1 2 0.
9 A.  C o h e n,  P h. D.,  e d.,  T h e  S o n ci n o  B o o ks  of  

t h e Bi bl e:  Is ai a h ( 1 0t h e d.: L o n d o n:  S o n ci n o  
Pr ess,  1 9 7 1),  p.  7.

H e br e w  l ett er: " T h es e ar e  all h er o es  of  
f ait h, b ut  t h e y di d  n ot  r e c ei v e w h at  w as  
pr o mis e d,  si n c e  G o d  h a d  m a d e  pr o visi o n  
f or us  t o h a v e  s o m et hi n g  b ett er,  a n d  t h e y 
w er e  n ot  t o r e a c h p erf e cti o n  e x c e pt  wit h  
us n  ( H e b. 1 1: 3 9,  4 0,  J er us al e m Bi bl e).  
T h e  "s o m et hi n g  b ett er "  is t h e first r es ur
r e cti o n of  all t h e s ai nts w h e n  J es us r e
t ur ns. T h e  cl e a nsi n g  of  t h e m ort al  n ati o n  
of  Isr a el will  b e  t hr o u g h J es us C hrist.  
" T his is w h y  C hrist  c a n m a k e  a n e w  
a gr e e m e nt  b et w e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n.  T h e  
p e o pl e  br o k e  G o d's  l a w w hil e  t h e y w er e  
li vi n g u n d er  t h e first a gr e e m e nt ( Ol d 
T est a m e nt  or  M os ai c  c o v e n a nt).  B ut  t h e 
d e at h  of  C hrist  w as  t h e pri c e  of  t h e N e w  
C o v e n a nt  t o s et t h e m fr e e fr o m si n.  N o w  
t h os e p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c all e d b y  
G o d  m a y  r e c ei v e t h e et er n al  i n h erit a n c e 
t h at G o d  pr o mis e d " ( H e b. 9: 1 5,  T h e  
Si m pl e  E n glis h  Bi bl e).  A  d es cri pti o n  of  
G o d's  cl e a nsi n g  a n d  Isr a el's r e p e nt a n c e 
is f o u n d i n Z e c h ari a h  1 2: 1 0  a n d  t hr o u g h 
1 3: 1.

O n e  i m p ort a nt it e m i n e x a mi ni n g  a n y  
a n d all of  t h e s cri pt ur es, es p e ci all y i n 
r e g ar d t o Isr a el, is t h e e m p h ati c O v er  
a n d  o v er,  it is writt e n,  ' T' will  d o  it, bri n g  
it t o p ass,  s e e t o its f ulfill m e nt. T h er e  is 
t h e T  t h at is d efi nit e.  N o  p ers o n  or  n o  
t hi n g c a n  st o p G o d  fr o m d oi n g  w h at  H e  
h as  s p o k e n.

His  “ first b or n, " His  " S o n, " His  u tr e as
ur e d p oss essi o n " is o n e  of  t h e m aj or  
p oi nts  fr o m Is ai a h. R e m e m b er,  Is ai a h is 

■ C o nsi d er e d  t h e l e a di n g pr o p h et  wit h  t his 
m aj or  pr o p h eti c  m ess a g e:  " B ut  n o w,  t his 
is w h at  t h e L o r d  s a ys, h e  w h o  cr e at e d  
y o u,  O  J a c o b, h e  w h o  f or m e d y o u,  O  
Isr a el: ' F e ar n ot,  f or I h a v e  r e d e e m e d 
y o u;  I h a v e  c all e d  y o u  b y  n a m e;  y o u  ar e  
mi n e' "  ( 4 3: 1, NI V).  " H a v e  c all e d " —  t h e 
l att er v er b  "i n di c at es t h e cr e ati o n of  a  
s p e ci al r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n  G o d  a n d  
Isr a el a n d  t h e l att er's a p p oi nt m e nt  t o His  
s er vi c e. * * 9  " Y o u will  b e  c all e d  t h e H ol y  
P e o pl e,  T h e  R e d e e m e d  of  t h e L o r d  ; a n d  
y o u  will  b e  c all e d  S o u g ht  Aft er,  T h e  Cit y  
n o  l o n g er D es ert e d "  (Is a. 6 2: 1 2,  NI V).

R e a d  t h e pr o p h e ci es  of  H os e a  a n d  
J er e mi a h 3 1  fr o m t h e N e w  I nt er n ati o n al 
V ersi o n,  " S e e,  I will  bri n g  t h e m fr o m t h e 
l a n d of  t h e n ort h  a n d  g at h er  t h e m fr o m 
t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h.  A m o n g  t h e m will  b e  
t h e bli n d  a n d  t h e l a m e, e x p e ct a nt  m ot h ers  
a n d  w o m e n  i n l a b or; a  gr e at  t hr o n g will  
r et ur n ... b e c a us e  I a m  Isr a el's f at h er, 
a n d  E p hr ai m  is m y  first b or n s o n.... * H e  
w h o  s c att er e d  Isr a el will  g at h er  t h e m a n d  
will  w at c h  o v er  his  fl o c k li k e a s h e p- 

^ ^ h er d.'  F or  t h e L o r d  will  r a ns o m J a c o b  
a n d  r e d e e m t h e m fr o m t h e h a n d  of  t h os e 
str o n g er t h a n t h e y. . . . T his  is w h at  t h e 
L o r d  s a ys:... ' R estr ai n y o ur  v oi c e  fr o m 
w e e pi n g  a n d  y o ur  e y es fr o m t e ars, f or 
y o ur  w or k  will  b e  r e w ar d e d/ d e cl ar es  t h e 
L o r d . S o  t h er e is h o p e  f or y o ur  f ut ur e/ 
d e cl ar es  t h e L o r d . * Y o ur  c hil dr e n  will  
r et ur n t o t h eir o w n  l a n d. * " (J er. 3 1: 8-  
1 7 a).  O n e  gr e at  pr o mis e  w as  m a d e  t o 
E p hr ai m.  " R et ur n,  O  Isr a el, t o t h e L o r d  
y o ur  G o d. ... 'I will  h e al  t h eir w a y w ar d 
n ess  a n d  l o v e t h e m fr e el y, f or m y  a n g er  
h as  t ur n e d a w a y  fr o m t h e m... . O E p hr ai m,  
w h at  m or e  h a v e  I t o d o  wit h  i d ols ? I will  
a ns w er  hi m  a n d  c ar e  f or hi m.  I a m  li k e a  
gr e e n  pi n e  tr e e; y o ur  fr uitf ul n ess c o m es  
fr o m m e'  " ( H os e a 1 4: 1- 8,  NI V).
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1

H

b y  K e nt  R oss,  Vi c e  Pr esi d e nt  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

T o  b eli e v e,  or  

r e p e nt, r e q uir e s 

c o n s ci o u s  

t h o u g ht, 

s o m et hi n g  n o  

i nf a nt c a n  d o.

E S AI D/ W D  C A M E  A N D  DI E D  
o n  t h e cr oss  f or o ur  si ns. "  I tri e d t o 
e x pl ai n  a g ai n  w h y  his  vi e w  w as  n ot  
c o m p ati bl e wit h  t h e Bi bl e.  H e  

s e e m e d t o u n d erst a n d  w h at  I w as  s a yi n g, b ut  it 
w as  o b vi o us  his  mi n d  w as n't  b ei n g  c h a n g e d.  H e  
c o n cl u d e d  o ur  dis c ussi o n  c o n c er ni n g  o ur  diff er 
e nt  u n d erst a n di n g  of  C hrist ol o g y  b y  s a yi n g i n 
s u m m ati o n, " W ell,  at  l e ast w e'r e  all  g oi n g  t o t h e 
s a m e  pl a c e  w h e n  w e  di e. "  I c o ul d  o nl y  r e p ort, "I  
t hi n k t h er e ar e  s e v er al m or e  t hi n gs w e  n e e d  t o 
dis c uss/'

W e  mi g ht  b e  i n cli n e d t o s hr u g  off  s u c h  diff er 
e n c es,  b ut  s o m e w h er e  al o n g  t h e li n e it's ti m e t h at 
w e  t a k e a  h ar d  l o o k at  w h at  is tr u e a n d  w h at  is n't 
tr u e. I n c ur w orl d  t o d a y t h er e ar e  m a n y  d e c ei v ers  
c alli n g  t h e ms el v es C hristi a ns.  B ut  t h er e h as  b e e n  
a  str a n g e  sil e n c e  t o a d dr ess  t h es e as  d e c ei v ers  b e 
c a us e  t h e y s e e m  t o h a v e  dr a w n  s o  m a n y  i nt o t h eir 
w e b.  M or e  a n d  m or e  of  us  s e e m  t o gi v e  i n t o f als e 
s yst e ms. W e  s e e  t h e m gr o wi n g  a n d  t h e y s e e m  s o 
d o mi n a nt  i n t h e r eli gi o us w orl d.

P er h a ps  it's o ur  N ort h  A m eri c a n  d efi niti o n  of  
s u c c ess w hi c h  m a k es  us  d o u bt  o ur  o w n  p er c e p 
ti o n of  w h at  is tr u e, a n d t h er e s e e ms t o b e  a  
r el u ct a n c e e v e n  o n  o ur  p art  t o a d dr ess  t h e iss u es 
i n v ol v e d b e c a us e  w e  s e e  t h es e d e c ei v ers  a c hi e v 
i n g gr e at',s u c c ess es. 5 * T h e y  h a v e  c h ur c h es  fill e d 
t o o v erfl o wi n g  w hil e  w e  h a v e  f e w c h ur c h es  of  
a n y  si z e at  all.  T h e y  m e et  r e a d y r es p o nsi v e n ess 
fr o m p e o pl e,  w hi c h  w e  oft e n  d o  n ot.  T h eir  t h e ol
o g y  is es p o us e d  b y  b o o ks  a n d  m a g a zi n es,  r a di o 
s h o ws  a n d  t el e visi o n e v a n g elists,  w hil e  w e  h a v e  
b ut  f e w v oi c es  r ais e d t o d ef e n d  Bi bli c al  tr ut h. 
W h at  is dist ur bi n g  is t h at e v e n  a m o n g  us  t h er e

h a v e  b e e n  s oftl y  s p o k e n  s u g g esti o ns t h at " m a y b e  
t h es e d o ctri n es  w e' v e  h el d  ar e n't  all  t h at i m p or
t a nt'' B e c a us e  w e  h a v e n't  b e e n  as l o vi n g, or  
s o ci all y  c o ns ci o us,  or  gr o wi n g  e x p o n e nti all y,  w e  
b e gi n  t o s us p e ct  t h at it is t h e d o ctri n es  w e' v e  h el d  
t h at m a y  n ot  b e  t h at i m p ort a nt, a n d  t h at t h e y ar e  
o nl y  n arr o w- mi n d e d  bi g otr y.

T h er e  h as  c o m e  o v er  us  a  str a n g e ti mi dit y 
c o nfr o nt  t h at w hi c h  is f als e a n d  u ntr u e.  T h es e  li e T - 
t ol d oft e n  e n o u g h  a n d  l o u d e n o u g h  h a v e  aff e ct e d  
us  a n d  c a us e d  us  t o d o u bt  o ur  o w n  r e a di n g of  t h e 
Bi bl e.  W e *  v e  b e c o m e  h esit a nt  t o s a y  tr ut h is tr ut h, 
a n d t h at f als e h o o d is f als e h o o d. It a p p e ars  t h at 
s o m e  a m o n g  us  m a y  h a v e  b e c o m e  s o  d es p er at e  t o 
s e e s o m e "s u c c ess " t h at w e  h a v e  s ai d, " M a y b e 
t h es e tr ut hs ar e tr u e, b ut  t h e y ar e n't all t h at 
i m p ort a nt. ,̂ T his  is a n  i n cr e di bl e st at e of  aff airs  
w h e n  t h at w hi c h  is tr ut h is s et asi d e  b e c a us e  of  
n u m b ers  a n d "s u c c ess " st ori es t h at w e  l o n g t o 
e x p eri e n c e.  S o m e  h a v e  b e c o m e  al m ost  willi n g  t o 
d e n y  t h e o b vi o us  m e a ni n g  of  S cri pt ur e  b e c a us e  it 
is n't p o p ul ar  a n d  ' " p oliti c all y c orr e ct. "

P er h a ps  t his is n ot  u n e x p e ct e d  as  t his a p p e ars  
t o b e  t h e st at e of  t h e e ntir e  c h ur c h, as  C hrist's 
r et ur n n e ars.  T h er e  is t o b e  a  l a c k of  c o n c er n  o v er  
w h at  is tr u e a n d w h at  is f als e. P a ul  wr ot e  t o 
Ti m ot h y  a b o ut  p e o pl e  w h o  ar e  n ot  c o n c er n e d  b ut  
r at h er " h e a p  t o t h e ms el v es t e a c h ers, h a vi n g  it c h
i n g e ars. "  P a ul  w ar n e d  t h os e of  T h ess al o ni c a  of  
t h os e w h o  w o ul d  p eris h  b e c a us e  t h e y f ail e d t o 
l o v e t h e tr ut h ( 2 T h es.  2: 1 0).

F or  s o m e, h o p ef ull y  f or m a n y,  e v e n  m ost  i n 
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  tr ut h h as  b e e n  vit al;  it c o nii ^ ^  
u es  t o b e  vit al  a n d  it d o es  still  m att er.  B e c a us e  t h at ’ 
is tr u e, b ei n g  c as u al  i n o ur  attit u d e  t o w ar d ot h er
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r eli gi o ns ( w hi c h m a y  b e  f als e a n d  t e a c h 
f als e h o o ds) b e c o m es  v er y d a n g er o us.  
T h er e  ar e s e v er al i m p ort a nt t e a c hi n gs 
l ^i at s h o ul d i n di c at e t o us  if a  c h ur c h  is 
c a c hi n g w h at  is tr u e or  w h at  is f als e. 
N ot e  t h es ef o ur m ar ks  of  w h at  is f als e, y et  
w h at  is wi d el y  t a u g ht i n m a n y  r eli gi o ns.

F o ur  M ar ks  of  F als e  R eli gi o n

1.  T h e  first m ar k  off als e  r eli gi o n  is t h e 
t e a c hi n g t h at G o d  is m or e  t h a n o n e  p er
s o n. T h er e  ar e  m a n y  c h ur c h es  t h at t e a c h 
s u c h  a  f als e u n d erst a n di n g  of  G o d.  T h e y  
t e a c h t h at G o d  is t hr e e i n di vi d u als, y et  
s o m e h o w o n e.  T his  "tri nit ari a n " t e a c h
i n g is n't f o u n d i n t h e Bi bl e.  Cl e arl y,  
bi bli c al  l a n g u a g e d es cri b es  t h e F at h er  
al o n e as G o d.  J es us is d es cri b e d  as t h e 
S o n  of  G o d,  s e nt b y  t h e F at h er.  H e  w as  
b or n  of  t h e vir gi n  M ar y  as  a  h u m a n.

C h ur c h es  t h at t e a c h t h at J es us  a n d  t h e 
F at h er  a n d  t h e H ol y  S pirit  ar e  o n e  G o d  
ar e  n ot  t e a c hi n g t h e Bi bl e.  R at h er,  it is a  
c orr u pti o n  of  t h e si m pl e, cl e ar  t e a c hi n g 
of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at pi ct ur es  J es us as t h e 
F at h er's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n.

I n a m ost  c o nf usi n g  w a y  t e a c h ers of  
^ his  f als e h o o d will  a gr e e  t h at J es us is t h e 
P) nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d,  b ut  will  i nsist 
t h at H e  is als o  G o d.  T h at  t his is i m p os
si bl e is a c k n o wl e d g e d  b y  all.  B ut  it is p a 
t h eti c all y e x c us e d a w a y b y  s a yi n g, * *If  
y o u  tr y t o u n d erst a n d  t h e tri nit y y o u * 1 1  
l os e y o ur  mi  n d,  b ut  if y o u  d o n't  b eli e v e  it 
y o u'll  l os e y o ur  s o ul. " P at h eti c  i n d e e d! 
a n d  a g ai n  t h e ol o gi c all y u ntr u e.

T h os e  w h o  k n o w  t h e Bi bl e  a n d  d esir e  
t o h ol d  t o its tr ut h r ej e ct t his t hi n ki n g 
i m m e di at el y. A n y  c h ur c h t h at t e a c h es 
t h e tri nit y s h o ul d  b e  a v oi d e d  as  it cl e arl y  
is t e a c hi n g s o m et hi n g f als e t h at is n ot  
f o u n d i n t h e Bi bl e.  A n y  p ers o n  w h o  is a  
p arti ci p a nt  i n s u c h a  c h ur c h  is f aili n g t o 
dis c er n  b et w e e n  w h at  is tr u e a n d  w h at  is 
f als e. T h es e  c h ur c h es  s h o ul d b e  a v oi d e d  
a n d  r e c o g ni z e d f or w h at  t h e y ar e.  P e o pl e  
w h o  h a v e  st art e d  att e n di n g  a  c h ur c h  t h at 
t e a c h es t his f als e h o o d s h o ul d  v er y  q ui c kl y  
g et  b a c k  t o s m d yi n g t h eir Bi bl e,  a n d  
l e a v e t h at c h ur c h.

2.  T h e  s e c o n d  m ar k  off als e  r eli gi o n  is 
t h e t e a c hi n g t h at at  d e at h  a  p ers o n's  s o ul

R e a v es  t h e b o d y  a n d  is r e w ar d e d eit h er  i n 
■  h e a v e n  or  h ell,  or  p er h a ps  a n  i nt er m e di
at e  st at e p e n di n g  j u d g m e nt. A g ai n,  t his

t e a c hi n g is cl e arl y  f als e if o n e  is t o b e 
li e v e t h e Bi bl e.  It is a  t e a c hi n g t h at c a m e  
i nt o C hrist e n d o m  b y  w a y  of  Gr e e k  p a 
g a nis m.  It d o es  s e e m a p p e ali n g  t o t hi n k 
t h at d e at h  d o es  n ot  e n d  e xist e n c e,  b ut  t h at 
s o m e h o w s o m et hi n g i m m ort al i n m a n  
li v es o n  i n a  n o n c or p or e al  st at e.

Y et  t h e Bi bl e  tr ut h is all  t o o pl ai n.  M a n  
is n ot  n at ur all y  i m m ort al, b ut  i m m ort al
it y is s o m et hi n g  t h at is s o u g ht  aft er  ( R o m. 
2: 7).  M a n  d o es  n ot  h a v e  a  s o ul... h e  is a  
s o ul. W h e n  G o d  f or ms a p ers o n  ( G e n. 
2: 7),  G o d  br e at h es  i nt o t h at p ers o n  t h e 
br e at h  of  lif e a n d  t h at c a us es  a  li vi n g or  
li v e s o ul. W h e n  t h at br e at h  fr o m G o d  
l e a v es t h e i n di vi d u al, t h at p ers o n  is a  
d e a d  s o ul. Br e at h  fr o m G o d  h as  n o  p er
s o n alit y. It is His  u ni q u e  a bilit y  t o gi v e  
lif e t o t h at w hi c h  h as  n o  lif e. W h e n  a  
p ers o n  di es  t h e br e at h  t h at G o d  first g a v e  
r et ur ns t o G o d,  a n d  m a n 一 a  d e a d  s o ul—  
li es u n c o ns ci o us  i n t h e gr a v e.  A  c h ur c h  
or  r eli gi o n t e a c hi n g t h at w h e n  d e at h  
o c c urs  a  p orti o n  of  t h at p ers o n  r e m ai ns 
ali v e  is n ot  t e a c hi n g tr ut h, b ut  s o m et hi n g 
t h at is f als e!

3.  T h e  t hir d m ar k  off als e  r eli gi o n is 
t h e t e a c hi n g t h at G o d's  r e w ar d f or m a n 
ki n d  is a  pl a c e  i n h e a v e n.  N o w h er e  i n t h e 
Bi bl e  is it t a u g ht t h at a n y o n e g o es  t o 
h e a v e n,  e x c e pt  J es us. E v e n  Ki n g  D a vi d,  
w h o  d es pit e  m a n y  si ns, is bi bli c all y  d e 
s cri b e d  as  a  " m a n  aft er  G o d's  o w n  h e art "  
( A cts 1 3: 2 2),  di e d  a n d  r e m ai n e d i n t h e 
gr a v e. H e  di d n ot as c e n d t o h e a v e n.  
H e br e ws  1 1 d es cri b es  p ers o n  aft er  p er 
s o n  w h o  b eli e v e d  G o d's  pr o mis es.  T h es e  
w er e  p e o pl e  s u c h as A br a h a m,  Is a a c, 
M os es,  Gi d e o n,  a n d  ot h ers,  y et  t h e c h a p 
t er c o n cl u d es  t h at n o n e  of  t h e m h as  r e
c ei v e d  t h e pr o mis es  of  G o d.  T h e  Bi bl e  i n 
H e br e ws  1 1: 3 9 s a ys, " T h es e w er e  all  
c o m m e n d e d  f or t h eir f ait h, y et  n o n e  of  
t h e m r e c ei v e d w h at  h a d  b e e n  pr o mis e d.  
G o d  h a d  pl a n n e d  s o m et hi n g  b ett er  f or us  
s o t h at o nl y  t o g et h er wit h  us  w o ul d  t h e y 
b e  m a d e  p erf e ct. "  N o w  t h e y all w ait  i n 
t h e gr a v e  u ntil  t h e ti m e of  G o d's  r e w ar d
i n g. T h e y  ar e  n ot  s o m e w h er e  off  i n h e a v e n  
...n ot  A br a h a m,  n ot  Is a a c, n ot  M os es,  
n ot  Gi d e o n  ... a n d  n ot  p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  
di e d  t hr o u g h o ut hist oi y.

T h at  ti m e of  r e w ar d is d es cri b e d  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e Bi bl e  as  t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d,  T h e  a p ostl es  w er e  p er mitt e d

t o e x p eri e n c e  a  bri ef  t ast e of  it b y  b ei n g  i n 
t h e pr es e n c e  of  J es us as H e  e x hi bit e d  
Ki n g d o m  p o w ers.  Aft er  C hrist's  as c e n 
si o n all  w h o  c o m e  t o b eli e v e  ar e  gi v e n  a  
f or et ast e of  t h e Ki n g d o m  b y  G o d's  H ol y  
S pirit,  G o d *s  pr o mis e  of  w h at  s h all b e  
( E p h. 1: 1 4).  B ut  A cts  3: 1 9- 2 1  d es cri b es  
it ulti m at el y  as  a  f ut ur e e v e nt  w h e n  J es us 
r et ur ns t o t his e art h.  I n f a ct, fi n all y e v e n  
G o d  Hi ms elf  will  c o m e t o t his pl a n et  
( R e v. 2 1: 3).  At  t h at ti m e J es us  h a n ds  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  o v er  t o G o d,  His  F at h er  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 2 4).

T his  is a n i m p ossi bl e c o n c e pt a n d  
t e a c hi n g f or f als e r eli gi o ns w h e n  t h e y 
t e a c h t h at J es us is o n e  wit h  t h e F at h er.  
H o w  c o ul d  t h e p ur p ort e d  J es us/ G o d  t ur n 
s o m et hi n g  o v er  t o Hi ms elf ?  Cl e arl y  e a c h  
b asi c  f als e h o o d t e n ds t o pr o d u c e  ot h
ers — s u c h as m a n  h a vi n g  a n i m m ort al 
s o ul  t h at at  d e at h  g o es  fl yi n g off  t o h e a v e n.  
I n f a ct, m a n y  ot h er  f a bri c ati o ns aris e  
fr o m i m p ossi bl e c o n c e pts. T h es e  ar e  
si m pl y f all a ci es, a n d  ar e  m ar ks  of  f als e 
r eli gi o n.

4.  T h e  f o urt h m ar k  of  f als e r eli gi o n 
c o n c er ns  t h e m att er  of  b a ptis m.  T h at  i n
f a nts m a y  b e  b a pti z e d  is o n e  t e a c hi n g 
w hi c h  d e p arts  fr o m t h e bi bli c al  t e a c hi n g 
a b o ut  b a ptis m.  T his  is f o u n d n o w h er e  i n 
t h e Bi bl e.  F urt h er,  t h e v er y  i nt e nt of b ei n g  
b a pti z e d  is t o m a k e  p u bli c  t h at w hi c h  t h e 
p ers o n  b eli e v es.  It is i m p ossi bl e f or a n  
i nf a nt t o b e  c o ns ci o usl y  c o m mitt e d  or  t o 
( b eli e v e) a n yt hi n g;  t h us a n  i nf a nt c a n n ot  
b e  s cri pt ur all y b a ptiz e d.

I n M ar k  1 6: 1 6 t h e Bi bl e  e x pli citl y  
s a ys, " H e t h at b eli e v et h  a n d  is b a pti z e d  
s h all  b e  s a v e d. "  T o  t e a c h t h at i nf a nts m a y  
b e  b a pti z e d  a n d  t h e n, w h e n  t h e y'r e ol d er,  
c o nfir m e d i n t h eir b eli efs,  vi ol at es  t h e 
Bi bl e's  cl e ar t e a c hi n g. W hil e  P et er  i n 
A cts  2: 3 8  s a ys, “ R e p e nt  a n d b e  b a p 
ti z e d/, its ess e nti al  t e a c hi n g r e m ai ns t h e 
s a m e. T o  b eli e v e,  or  r e p e nt, r e q uir es 
c o ns ci o us  t h o u g ht, s o m et hi n g n o  i nf a nt 
c a n  d o.

F urt h er,  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  is cl e ar 
t h at b a ptis m  is i m m ersi o n u n d er  w at er,  
n ot  a  s pri n kli n g of  dr o pl ets  o n  t h e f or e
h e a d.  T h e  w or d  c o mi n g  dir e ctl y  fr o m t h e 
Gr e e k  m e a ns  o nl y  " di p pi n g u n d er "  or  
i m m ersi o n. R o m a ns  6: 1- 4  is cl e ar  i n its 
i nt e nt t h at b a ptis m  r e pr es e nts d e at h  t o 
si n, b uri al  i n a  w at er y  gr a v e,  a n d  r es ur-
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TO h,  w h at  

pr e ci o u s  gift s  

t o gi v e  o ur  

c hil dr e n,  t h e 

gift s  of  ti m e 

a n d  t o u c h.

b y  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k  
H e ct or,  M N

h o n estl y  t o t h e Bi bl e  as  b ei n g  i ns pir e d b y  
t h e L or d  G o d.  N o  o n e  s h o ul d ass o ci at e  
hi ms elf  wit h  s u c h f als e t e a c hi n gs, b ut  
r at h er s h o ul d s e e k o ut  t h e tr ut h. Tr ut h  
v ers us  f als e h o o d s h o ul d n ot  b e  c o m pr o 
mis e d.  If a  c h ur c h  is t e a c hi n g y o u,  y o ur  
l o v e d o n es,  or  y o ur  fri e n ds t h at:

1.  J es us  is G o d,  or
2.  T h at  m a n  h as  a n  i m m ort al s o ul, or
3.  T h at  m a n ki n d's  r e w ar d is t o b e  

h e a v e n,  or
4.  T h at  b a bi es  c a n  b e  b a pti z e d,

y o u  s h o ul d s e p ar at e y o urs el v es  fr o m it.
F or  t o o l o n g w e  h a v e  s o u g ht t o b e  

g e ntl e  wit h  f als e t e a c hi n gs, t o n ot  m a k e  a  
str o n g  iss u e oft h eir a d ult er ati o n  of  G o d's  
tr ut h, b ut  w e  c a n n ot  all o w  it a n y  l o n g er. 
W e  m ust  b ol dl y  st a n d  f or w h at  is ri g ht. If

r e cti o n t o a  n e w  lif e. T h e  a n al o g y  is fr o m 
J es us * d e at h,  b uri al,  a n d  r es urr e cti o n. N o  
o n e  w o ul d  s u g g est t h at s pri n kli n g c o ul d  
r e pr es e nt t h at.

T h es e  f o ur t e a c hi n gs ar e t a u g ht i n 
m a n y,  e v e n  m ost  c h ur c h es.  All  f o ur ar e  
f als e. T h e y  c a n n ot  b e  s u p p ort e d b y  t h e 
Bi bl e.  I n dis c ussi o n  wit h  a s e mi n ar y  
pr of ess or  o n  t h e iss u e of  t h e tri nit y, I s ai d, 
* *I  j ust c a n't  fi n d a n y  Bi bl e  f or it. " His  
a ns w er  i n ess e n c e  w as  t h at, " Y es,  Bi bli 
c al  s c h ol ars hi p is o n  y o ur  si d e, b ut ... " 
H e  w e nt  o n  t o e x pl ai n  t h at t h e C h ur c h  
C o u n cils  of  t h e 4t h  a n d 5t h  c e nt uri es  
m a d e  cl e ar  w h at  t h e Bi bl e  w as  tr yi n g t o 
t e a c h. W h att h e Bi bl e  w as  tr yi n g t o t e a c h! 
I n cr e di bl e a n d i m p ossi bl e! N o  o n e  c a n  
s eri o usl y h ol d  s u c h vi e ws  if t h e y h ol d

h e  A pril  s u ns hi n e e n v el o p e d  m e  wit h  
w ar mt h  as  I h urri e d  t hr o u g h m y  y ar d  
w or k  d uti es  t h at m or ni n g.  T h e  l us h 
gr e e n  gr ass  w as  fi n all y l o n g e n o u g h  

f or its first m o wi n g  of  t h e s e as o n. O n c e  t h at w as  
c o m pl et e d,  t h er e w as  w e e d-tri m mi n g  t o d o  ar o u n d  
t h e c h ur c h  a n d  p ars o n a g e.  It w as  i m p ort a nt t h at t h e 
gr o u n ds  l o o k e d n e at  o n  t h at p arti c ul ar  d a y,  b e c a us e  
a  f u n er al w o ul d  b e  h el d  i n t h e c h ur c h  t h at aft er n o o n.  
S o,  t h o u g h t h e d a y  w as  fr es h wit h  t h e n e w n ess  of  
s pri n g,  t h e t as ks at  h a n d  s e e m e d  s hr o u d e d  wit h  s a d
n ess.

As  I r o u n d e d t h e c o m er  of  t h e h o us e,  t h e fr o nt 
p or c h  li g ht c a u g ht m y  e y e. T h e  li g ht fi xt ur e r e
s e m bl e d  a n  ol d-f as hi o n e d  l a nt er n; f o urs q u ar e p a n es  
of  gl ass  s urr o u n d e d t h e b ul b,  a n d  bl a c k- d o m e d  li d 
s at o n  t o p. N o w,  h o w e v er,  t h e li d w as  d a n gli n g  
a g ai nst  o n e  of  t h e gl ass  p a n es  b e c a us e  a  s cr e w  w as

missi n g.  A n d  st uff e d i nsi d e t h e l a nt er n w er e  dri e d  
bits  of  gr ass,  w e e ds,  a n d  m u d.  " H o w  i n t h e w orl d  di d  
t h at h a p p e n ? "  I p o n d er e d.  A n d  s u d d e nl y I r e ali z e d 
t h e pr e p ost er o us  tr ut h. A  bir d  h a d  d e ci d e d  t o tr y t o 
b uil d  its n est  i n m y  li g ht fi xt ur e. A m a zi n g!

I k n e w  at  o n c e  I n e e d e d  t o e m pt y  t h e l a nt er n of  
t his d e bris  b ef or e  t h e bir d  t o o k f urt h er a cti o n a n d  
b e g a n  a f a mil y. I cli m b e d  o n  o ur  st e p st o ol a n d,  
r e a c hi n g u p  hi g h,  p ut  m y  h a n d  i n t h e l a nt er n t o p ull  
o ut  t h e n esti n g  m at eri als.  A  s u d d e n ti n gli n g s e ns a 
ti o n zi p p e d  d o w n  m y  ar m a n d  m y  h e art  b e g a n  t o 
r a c e. Ti m e  st o o d  still  wit h  m o m e nt ar y  e n c h a nt m e nt.  
M y  fi n g erti ps h a d  g e ntl y  dis c o v er e d  t hr e e s m all, 
s m o ot h,  w ar m,  p ulsi n g  e g gs  !I g as p e d  i n dis b eli ef,  i n 
a w e,  i n m ar v el o us  w o n d er.

N e w  lif e h a d  alr e a d y  b e g u n.  It di d  n ot,  c o u W ^ >  
n ot,  w ait  f or a c o n v e ni e nt ti m e, a pr o p er  pl a c e  
a c c or di n g t o m y  st a n d ar ds. N o,  lif e c o nti n u e d its
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y o ur  c hil dr e n st art att e n di n g a n ot h er  
c h ur c h  b e c a us e  it h as  a  gr e at  y o ut h  gr o u p,  
or  if s o m e of  y o ur  y o u n g  a d ult fri e n ds 
st art  g oi n g  t o t his ol d er  c h ur c h  b e c a us e  
its mi nistr y  t o f a mili es ... i n q uir e, as k,  
fi n d o ut  w h at  t h at c h ur c h b eli e v es  r e
g ar di n g  t h es e f o ur criti c al iss u es. If it 
t e a c h es t h e Bi bl e  as  it cl e arl y  e x pr ess es  
its elf, w ell  a n d  g o o d.  B utif  a n y  c h ur c h —  
e x citi n g as it m a y  b e,  as  l ar g e as  it h as  
gr o w n,  as  vi br a nt  as  its w ors hi p  s er vi c es  
i n di c at e— is t e a c hi n g a n y  of  t h es e f o ur 
u ntr u e  d o ctri n es,  y o u  n e e d  t o h el p  y o ur  
f a mil y m e m b ers  a n d fri e n ds s e e t h at 
c h ur c h  f or w h at  itis... f als e r eli gi o n a n d  
d a n g er o us.  It s h o ul d b e  a v oi d e d li k e a  
pl a g u e.



w e

( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  1 2)
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( All S cri pt ur es  fr o m t h e N e w  I nt er n a
ti o n al V ersi o n.)

m e as ur e  of  all  t h e f ull n ess of  G o d. "  T h es e  
r e q u ests ar e  f or pr o gr essi v e  e x p eri e n c es  
t h at b e gi n  at  c o n  v ersi o n,  b ut  gr o w  d e e p er  
e a c h  d a y.

O n e  r e as o n c o n v erts s o m eti m es f all 
a w a y is disill usi o n m e nt  i n t h e ar e a of  
vi ct or y  o v er  si n a n d t e m pt ati o n. S o m e  
gi v e  u p  o n  t h e ms el v es, t h e c h ur c h, or  
G o d.  T h e y  e x p e ct  t o o m u c h  t o o s o o n,  
a n d  t h eir s pirit u al l e a d ers m a y  b e  s o m e
w h at  g uilt y  of  pr o m oti n g  t h os e f als e e x 
p e ct ati o ns. N o  w o n d er  t h e writ er  of  
H e br e ws  c alls ust o  p ers e v er a n c e : " Dr a w  
n e ar  t o G o d  wit h  a  si n c er e h e art  i n f ull 
ass ur a n c e  of  f ait h. . . . L et  us  h ol d  u n 
s w er vi n gl y t o t h e h o p e  w e  pr of ess. .,. 
L et  us  c o nsi d er  h o w  w e  m a y  s p ur o n e  
a n ot h er  o n  t o w ar d l o v e a n d  g o o d  d e e ds

t h eir h u n g er.  A n d  s o, I m ust  r et ur n t o m y  
s p yi n g p ositi o n  ar o u n d  t h e c o m er.

Wit hi n  d a ys,  I c o ul d  vi e w  t h e b a bi es'  
h e a ds  l o o ki n g o ut  of  t h e n est,  s e ar c hi n g  f or 
t h eir m ot h er  a n d  t h e n o uris h m e nt  s h e  w o ul d  
bri n g.  H o w e v er,  ti m e w as  lit er all y u fl yi n gn  
f or m e,  t o o. T h er e  w as  littl e o p p ort u nit y  f or 
m e  t o c h e c k  o n  o ur  n e w  "r esi d e nts "  as  t h e 
e n d  of  t h e m o nt h  s wiftl y  a p pr a o c h e d.  T h e n,  
wit h  littl e m or e  t h a n a  w e e k  u ntil  gr a d u 
ati o n d a y,  I g a z e d  u p  o n e  m or ni n g  at a  
str a n g el y  sil e nt  n est.  M y  st e p  st o ol i ns p e c
ti o n c o nfir m e d  w h at  I alr e a d y  k n e w.  T h e  
n est  w as  e m pt y.  T h e  bir ds  w er e  g o n e.  I n 
l ess t h a n a  m o nt h,  t h e e g gs  h a d  h at c h e d,  t h e 
bir ds  h a d  gr o w n,  l e ar n e d t o fl y, a n d  l eft. 
T h e  m ot h er *s  t as k w as  d o n e.  H er  fl e d gli n gs 
h a d  " gr a d u at e d ” t o i n d e p e n d e n c e. M y  
“ fl e d gli n g”  w as  gr a d u ati n g  t o o. W o ul d  h e  
"s o ar ”  a b o v e  t h e w orl d  a n d  its t e m pt ati o ns ? 
I c o ul d  o nl y  h o p e  a n d  pr a y.  A n d  tr ust.

T h e  m ot h er  r o bi n tr ust e d as  s h e m a d e  
h er  n est  i n m y  li g ht fi xt ur e. S h e  m a d e  d o  
wit h  w h at  s h e  c o ul d  fi n d, a n d  s h e  di d  w h at  
s h e  k n e w  h o w  t o d o,  a n d  s h e  tr ust e d G o d  f or 
t h e r est. S h e  n e v er  r e ali z e d t h at wit h  t h e 
fli c k of  a  s wit c h, t h e p or c h  li g ht c o ul d  b u m  
a n d  d estr o y  h er  n est  a n d  f a mil y. ( A n d st art 
a  fir e t h at c o ul d  b u m  d o w n  t h e p ars o n a g e!

c y cl e  as  G o d  h a d  est a blis h e d  it. A n d  i n t h e 
mi dst  of  t h e s orr o w of  t h at d a y,  n e w  lif e 
cr e at e d  h o p e.
| T h e  d a ys  p ass e d  s wiftl y aft er  m y  i ni- 
易  ti al dis c o v er y.  A  fl urr y of  a cti vit y w as  

o c c urri n g  i nsi d e a n d  o utsi d e  t h e p ars o n a g e,  
as w e  pr e p ar e d  f or o ur  s o n's hi g h  s c h o ol 
gr a d u ati o n  o n  M a y  3 1.  P ai nti n g,  r e p airs, 
e xtr a  cl e a ni n g  o c c u pi e d  m y  t h o u g hts c o n 
ti n u all y.

“ H o w  will  it all  g et  d o n e ? "  I w o ul d  as k  
m ys elf  e a c h  ni g ht.  I w as  c o n vi n c e d  m y  " T o  
D o ” list w as  gr o wi n g, n ot  di mi nis hi n g.  
A n d  e a c h  d a y  s e e m e d d et er mi n e d  t o r a c e 
b y  f ast er t h a n t h e o n e  pr e c e di n g  it.

B utift his  m ot h er  w as  "l osi n g  "t h er e  
w as  a n ot h er  m ot h er  o n  t h e pr e mis es  t h at 
w as  t a ki n g it all  i n stri d e.  T h e  m ot h er  r o bi n 
h a d  a  j o b t o d o,  t o o. A n d  s h e c arri e d  it o ut  
wit h  di g nit y,  p ati e n c e,  a n d  p ersist e n c e.

H o w  oft e n  w as  s h e  fri g ht e n e d fr o m h er  
n est  b y  a  visit or  at  t h e fr o nt d o or ?  (I q ui c kl y  
b e g a n  t o i nstr u ct o ur  fri e n ds a n d  a c q u ai n 
t a n c es t o pl e as e  us e  t h e b a c k  d o or  at all  
ti m es!) H o w  oft e n  w as  s h e t hr e at e n e d b y  
t h e l o u d dr o n e  of  t h e l a w n m o w er, or  q ui c k  
f o otst e ps o n  t h e si d e w al k  n e xt  t o t h e h o us e ?  
M o m e nt aril y,  s h e  w o ul d  fl e e t o t h e bi g  pi n e  
tr e e i n t h e fr o nt y ar d,  a n d  d eli v er  a  n o nst o p  
\s c ol di n g t o e a c h off e n d er. B ut  it n e v er  

l ast e d l o n g. D ut y  c all e d  h er.  H er  e g gs  n e e d e d  
h er  w ar mt h.  G o d  h a d  gi v e n  h er  t his t as k. It 
w as  e n o u g h.

H er  d e di c ati o n  b e c a m e  a  di v ersi o n  f or 
m e.  I oft e n  p a us e d  i n m y  w or k  t o ti pt o e 
al o n g t h e si d e w al k a n d p e e k  ar o u n d t h e 
c or n er of  t h e h o us e.  T h er e  o ur  m ot h er  r o bi n 
s at, p er c h e d  at o p  t h e li g ht fi xt ur e, p ati e ntl y  
w aiti n g.  W hil e  I s c urri e d ar o u n d d oi n g  
"i m p ort a nt ” t hi n gs, s h e s at q ui etl y.  A n d  
gr a d u all y,  I c a m e  t o r e ali z e w hi c h  m ot h er  
w as  a c c o m plis hi n g  t h e m ost,  a n d  s p e n di n g  
h er  ti m e m ost  wis el y.

A  cl e a n h o us e  a n d fr es h p ai nt  c a n't  
gi v e  a  c hil d  w ar mt h  a n d l o v e. O h,  w h at  
pr e ci o us  gifts  t o gi v e  o ur  c hil dr e n,  t h e gifts  
of  ti m e a n d  t o u c h.

O n e  bri g ht  aft er n o o n  I n oti c e d  t h e r o bi n 
w as  a bs e nt  fr o m h er  n est.  Wit h  a  m ot h er's  
i nt uiti o n I s e ns e d  s o m et hi n g h a d  c h a n g e d.  
O ut c a m e  t h e st e p  st o ol  o n c e  a g ai n.  I cli m b e d  
at o p  t h e s e at  s o  I c o ul d  str et c h  a n d  p e e k  i nt o 
t h e n est.  T hr e e  ti n y n a k e d  b a b y  bir ds  gr e et e d  
m y  e y es, wit h  n e c ks o utstr et c h e d,  e y es  
cl os e d,  a n d  b e a ks  wi d e  o p e n.  I m ar v el e d  at  
t his mir a cl e  of  G o d  f or o nl y  a  m o m e nt.  T h e  
m ot h er  bir d  w o ul d  s o o n r et ur n t o s atisf y

...l et us  n ot  gi v e  u p  m e eti n g  t o g et h er 

...l et us  e n c o ur a g e  o n e  a n ot h er — a n d  
all t h e m or e  as y o u  s e e t h e D a y  a p-  
pr o a c hi n g ”  ( H e b. 1 0: 2 2- 2 5).

L et  us  r e m e m b er t o pr a y f or t h e 
m e m b ers  of  o ur  c h ur c h es,  t h at t h e y will  
gr o w  i n t h eir e x p eri e n c e  of  t h e l o v e of  
C hrist,  t h at t h e y will  b e  "li k e a tr e e 
pl a nt e d  b y  str e a ms  of  w at er,  w hi c h  yi el ds 
its fr uit i n s e as o n  a n d  w h os e  l e af d o es  n ot  
wit h er ”  ( Ps a. 1: 3).  A n d  l et us  b e  f ait hf ul 
i n t e a c hi n g n e w  c o n v erts p arti c ul arl y  
t h at t h e d e cisi o n  t o f oll o w C hristis  n ot  a  
o n e-ti m e  d e cisi o n,  b ut  a  d ail y  c o m mit 
m e nt. R h

M y  h us b a n d  wis el y  s u g g est e d p utti n g  
m as ki n g  t a p e t e m p or aril y o v er  t h e li g ht 
s wit c h t o a v oi d  t h at p ossi bilit y.)

Y et,  wit h  t h e fli c k of  a s wit c h, 
k n o w  o ur  w orl d  c o ul d  dis a p p e ar  i n n u cl e ar  
fir e a n d  d estr u cti o n.  O ur  tr ust i n G o d  k e e ps  
t his t h o u g ht i n p ers p e cti v e.

T h e  Ps al mist  s ai d it v er y  w ell.  ° H e  
s h all  c o v er  t h e e wit h  his  f e at h ers, a n d  u n d er  
his  wi n gs  s h altt h o u  tr ust... T h o u  s h alt n ot  
b e  afr ai d  f or t h e t err or b y  ni g ht  n or  f or t h e 
arr o w  t h at fli et h b y  d a y;  ... n or  f or t h e 
d estr u cti o n  t h at w ast et h  at n o o n d a y.  B e 
c a us e  t h o u h ast  m a d e  t h e L o r d , w hi c h  is 
m y  r ef u g e, e v e n  t h e m ost  Hi g h,  t h y h a bit a-  
ti o n.”  ( Ps a. 9 1: 4 a,  5,  6 b,  9.)

T h e  r o bi n's n est  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n m y  
li g ht fi xt ur e, b ut  h er  lif e w as  li v e d i n t h e 
c ar e  of  t h e Al mi g ht y  ( M att. 6: 2 6).  W h er e  
di d  m y  lif e d w ell ?  I n a s p ar kli n g cl e a n  
h o m e,  or  i n t h e r ef u g e of  t h e L or d,  i n t h e 
s h a d o w  of  His  wi n gs ?

H o p e,  p ers e v er a n c e,  d e di c ati o n,  tr ust. 
S o  m a n y  l ess o ns fr o m o n e  littl e bir d.  S o  
m a n y  t h o u g hts t o e n c o ur a g e m y  lif e. 
S pri n g's  c o mi n g o n c e  a g ai n. P er h a ps  I 
s h o ul d  l o os e n t h e s cr e w  o n  o ur  p or c h  li g ht 
fi xt ur e. R h

Tr a nsf or m e d  . . . b y  t h e 
R e n e wi n g  of  Y o ur  Mi n d
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P a st or  R e x  C ai n  

i s a  m e m b er  of  

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e

C oll e g e/ G e n er al

C o nf er e n c e

B o ar d  of  Tr u st e e s  

a n d  P a st or  of  o ur

C o nf er e n c e

C h ur c h  at  

B e df or d,  O hi o.

b y  P ast or  R e x  C ai n  
B e df or d,  O H

T h e  h o m os e x u al  c o m m u nit y w o ul d  li k e t o 
c o m p art m e nt ali z e  us  as  str ai g ht-l a c e d  r eli gi o us 
bi g ot e d  f a n ati cs w h os e  mi n ds  ar e s e al e d a n d  
bi as e d  a g ai nst a n y n e w lif e-st yl es. T h at's  
o k a y.  W e' v e  b e e n  pi g e o n h ol e d  b ef or e,  p ers e 
c ut e d, b ut  tr ut h r e m ai ns tr ut h. B esi d es,  t his 
a b orti o n  of  n or m al c y  is n ot  n e w,  b ut  as  ol d  as  t h e 
Bi bl e.

It B e g a n  i n G e n esis

T h e  w orl d  w o ul d  li k e t o l a u g h off  S o d o m  a n d  
G o m orr a h  as a  f a n cif ul c hil d's  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  
st or y, b ut  I' m p ers u a d e d  ot h er wis e.  A  c urs or y  
r e a di n g is r e v e ali n g. W h at  al w a ys  c at c h es  m y  
att e nti o n  i n r e a di n g t his (si n c e I s e e  it h a p p e ni n g  
i n o ur  g e n er ati o n)  is t h at " T h e m e n  of  S o d o m,  
b ot h  y o u n g  a n d  ol d,  t o t h e l ast m a n,  s urr o u n d e d 
t h e h o us e "  ( G e n. 1 9: 4).  N ot e,  U T O  T H E  L A S T  
M A N. "  T h e  w h ol e  a d ult m al e  p o p ul ati o n  of  
t h es e t w o citi es w er e  h o m os e x u als.  Fr o m  
al m ost  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  r e c or d e d hist or y,  h o m o 
s e x u alit y w as  pr a cti c e d.  It n o w  a p p e ars  t o b e  a  
l ar g e a n d gr o wi n g  f or c e i n t h e w orl d  wit h  tr e
m e n d o us  p oliti c al  cl o ut t o l e gisl at e l a ws t h at 
s er v e t h eir a g e n d a. E v e n  Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  h as  
pr o mis e d  n ot  t o dis cri mi n at e  a g ai nst  t h e m. H o w  
l o n g will  it b e  u ntil  m a n y  citi es of  t h e w orl d  
c o nt ai n h o m os e x u als "t o t h e l ast m a n  [ or 
w o m a n] " ?  I b eli e v e  it will  gr o w  w ors e  u ntil  t h e 
e n d  of  t his a g e — pr o b a bl y  c o ntri b uti n g  i n l ar g e

p art  t o t h e e n d  c o mi n g!  F urt h er,  p ast ors  ( al o n g 
wit h  t h eir c h ur c h es)  w h o  t e a c h t h at it is m or all y  
wr o n g  will  b e  i n cr e asi n gl y p ers e c ut e d.

A n  A b o mi n ati o n  i n G o d's  E y es

W h e n  G o d  l e d Isr a el o ut  of  E g y pt,  h e  pr o m 
is e d H e  w o ul d  "l a y  n o n e  of  t h e dis e as es  of  E g y pt  
u p o n  t h e m " ( E x. 1 5: 2 6).  E vi d e ntl y  t h e s c o ur g e 
of  s e x u all y  tr a ns mitt e d dis e as es  ( S T D) w as  pr e v a 
l e nt, b as e d  o n  G o d's  d os  a n d  d o n'ts.  I n or d er  t o 
a v oi d  t h es e dis e as es  ( b esi d es n u m er o us  ot h ers),  
G o d  i nsist e d t h e y a v oi d  c ert ai n  pr a cti c es:

" Y o u s h all n ot  li e wit h  a  m al e  as  wit h  a  w o m a n;  
it is a n  a b o mi n ati o n ”  ( L e v. 1 8: 2 2,  R S V).
* * Y o u  s h all  n otli e  wit h  a n y b e ast  a n d  d efil e  y o ur 
s elf  wit h  it, n eit h er  s h all  a n y  w o m a n  gi v e  h ers elf  
t o a  b e ast  t o li e wit h  it: it is p er v ersi o n "  ( v. 2 3).  
" Y o u  s h all  n otli e  c ar n all y  wit h  y o ur  n ei g h b or's  
wif e,  a n d  d efil e  y o urs elf  wit h  h er "  ( v. 2 0).

T his  is a  mi n ut e  s a m pli n g fr o m t h e 6 1 3  l a ws 
gi v e n  f or m a n's  a n d  t h e n ati o n's  o w n  h e alt h  a n d  
w ell- b ei n g.  W h at  di d  t h e Cr e at or  of  m a n's  b o d y  
t hi n k of  t h es e p er v ert e d  r el ati o ns hi ps ? " T h e y  ar e  
a n  a b o mi n ati o n  i n m y  e y es "  ( L e v. 1 8: 2 2).

B ut  of  c o urs e,  a n y o n e  c all o us e d  a n d  u n will 
i n g t o o p e n  his  h e art  t o tr ut h will  r ej e ct t his 
i nstr u cti o n wit h o ut  bli n ki n g  a n e y e. M y  o nl y  
h o p e  is t h at s o m e o n e i n t h e r e a di n g a u di e n c e  is 
f e eli n g g uilt  i n his  i m m or al b e h a vi or,  b e c a us e  
G o d  is still w or ki n g  wit h  hi m.  H e  m a y  b e  w a nt 
i n g t o d o  ri g ht. P er h a ps  t h es e si m pl e  str ai g htf or
w ar d  st at e m e nts will  stri k e a s e nsiti v e c h or d.  I 
pr a y  y o u  will  t ur n fr o m y o ur  si nf ul w a ys.

' L L A D MI T  I T RI G H T  U P  fr o nt. 
I' m wit h  G o d  o n  t his. It c a n't  f ulfill 
t h e n at ur al  ( a n d ess e nti al) l a w of  
pr o cr e ati o n.  It's s elf-s er vi n g. It's 

r e p ulsi v e, at  l e ast t o m e.  Str o n g  t er ms, i n d e e d, 
b ut  n o  l ess t h a n t h e Cr e at or's  o w n!

N ot  a  Pl a g u e

P ers o n all y,  I' v e n ot  s e e n t h e AI D S  e pi d e ml ^ ^  
as a pl a g u e,  b ut  as a n at ur al  c o ns e q u e n c e  of
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W h at  di st ur b s  m e  
ar e  t h o s e w h o  

arr o g a ntl y  fl a u nt 
t h eir lif e- st yl e s a s  if it 

m att er s  n ot  t o t h e 
Cr e at or.

m ur d er  w hil e  p ast ori n g  a  c h ur c h ?  C o ul d  
I st e al a n d  c o nti n u e  st e ali n g w hil e  s er v
i n g a c o n gr e g ati o n  a n d b e  pl e asi n g  t o 
G o d ?  Or  e v e n  gr e e d y,  f or t h at m att er ?

H o m os e x u als  n o w  us e  t h e r ati o n al e 
t h at t h e y w er e  b or n  h o m os e x u als.  W ell,  
I w as  b or n  gr e e d y  wit h  m ur d er  a n d  l ust 
i n m y  h e art.  B ut  F m  e x p e ct e d  (t o pl e as e  
a n d  h o n or  G o d)  t o st o p  m y  m ur d eri n g,  or  
m y  gr e e d,  or  m y  l ust.

H o m os e x u alit y  is a  si n j ust li k e a n y  
ot h er. A n d  t h o u g h " b or n " wit h  it ( as 
a n y o n e is b o m  wit h  si n), it m ust  b e  
st o p p e d — p eri o d.  G o d  will  h el p  all si n
n ers  t o st o p  si n ni n g  w h e n  w e  r e a c h o ut  t o 
Hi m  f or ri g ht e o us n ess. " S e e k G o d  
a n d  fi n d hi m.  H e  is n ot  f ar fr o m e a c h  o n e  
of  us "  ( A cts 1 7: 2 7).

I' m n ot  a h o m os e x u al  b as h er.  I l o v e 
t h e m as  G o d  l o v es t h e m a n d  w a nt  t h e m 
t o h e ar  His  w ar ni n gs — a n d  y et,  t o o, His  
l o v e a n d s al v ati o n f or t h e m. A  cl assi c

W h at  G o d  H as  S ai d

"It is G o d's  will  t h at y o u  s h o ul d b e  
h ol y;  t h at y o u  s h o ul d a v oi d  s e x u al i m
m or alit y;  t h at e a c h  of  y o u  s h o ul d  l e ar n t o 
c o ntr ol  his o w n  b o d y  i n a  w a y  t h at is h ol y  
a n d  h o n or a bl e "  ( 1 T h es.  4: 3,  4,  NI V).

" Fl e e fr o m s e x u al i m m or alit y. All  
ot h er  si ns a  m a n  c o m mits  ar e  o utsi d e  his  
b o d y,  b ut  h e w h o  si ns s e x u all y si ns 
a g ai nst his  o w n  b o d y "  ( 1 C or.  6: 1 8,  
NI V).

" N o w  t h e n, m y  s o ns,  list e n t o m e;  p a y  
att e nti o n  t o w h at  I s a y. D o  n ot  l et y o ur 
h e art  t ur n t o h er  [ h arl ot's, v.  1 0]  w a ys  or  
str a y  i nt o h er  p at hs.  M a n y  ar e  t h e vi cti ms  
s h e h as  br o u g ht  d o w n;  h er  sl ai n ar e a  
mi g ht y  t hr o n g. H er  h o us e  [ of pr ostit u 
ti o n] is a  hi g h w a y  t o t h e gr a v e  [ AI D S ?], 
l e a di n g t h e m d o w n  t o t h e c h a m b ers  of  
d e at h "  ( Pr o v. 7: 2 4,  NI V).

" T h e L or d  will  p u nis h  m e n  f or all  
s u c h si ns.... F or  G o d  di d  n ot  c all  us  t o 
b e  i m p ur e, b ut  t o li v e a  h ol y  lif e. T h er e 
f or e, h e  w h o  r ej e cts t his i nstr u cti o n d o es  
n ot  r ej e ct m a n  b ut  G o d,,  ( 1 T h es.  4: 6- 8,  
NI V).

" N o w  r ef or m y o ur  w a ys  a n d  y o ur  a c 
ti o ns a n d  o b e y  t h e L or d  y o ur  G o d "  (J er. 
2 6: 1 3,  NI V).

" C o m e  o ut  fr o m t h e m [t h os e w h o  d o  
i ni qi ut y, v. 1 4],  a n d b e  s e p ar at e fr o m 
t h e m, s a ys t h e L or d,  a n d  t o u c h n ot hi n g  
u n cl e a n;  t h e n I will  w el c o m e  y o u * * ( 2 
C or.  6: 1 7,  R S V).

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 1)

Y o u  C a n't  P ersist  i n Si n  As  if It 
D o es n't  M att er

M a n y  h o m os e x u als  ar e  fl a u nti n g t h eir 
lif e-st yl es i n G a y  Pri d e  F esti v als  dr a w 
i n g t e ns of  t h o us a n ds. B ut,  m ost  dist ur b 
i n g t o m e  is t h at s o m e cl ai m  t h e y c a n  b e  
pr e a c h ers  a n d  a c c e pt a bl e  t o G o d  wit h o ut  

', c h a n gi n g t h eir si nf ul  b e h a vi or.  T h e y  n o w  
" h a v e  t h eir o w n  c h ur c h es.

C o ul d  I b e  a  m ur d er er  a n d  c o nti n u e  t o

i m m or al a n d  filt h y b e h a vi or.  W h y  w o ul d  
G o d  r e q uir e (i n or d er  t o a v oi d  dis e as es  
as  H e  pr o mis e d)  i n di vi d u als of  t h e n a 
ti o n of  Isr a el t o l e a v e t h e citi es  a n d  g o  t o 
t h e c o u ntr ysi d e t o d ef e c at e ?  N ot  o nl y  
t h at, b ut  stri ct i nstr u cti o ns w er e  t o di g  a  
h ol e  a n d  t h e n c o v er  t h e f e c es. W h at  di d  
G o d  k n o w  t h at w e  s e e m y et  n ot  t o h a v e  
l e ar n e d ? T h at  t h e f e c es c o nt ai ns e v er y  
ki n d  of  g er m  a n d b a ct eri a  t h at pl a g u es  
m a n ki n d  wit h  e v er y  i m a gi n a bl e dis e as e ! 
Dr.  M c Mill e n,  i n his  Xi O Q ^ N o n e  of  T h es e  
Dis e as es  ( 1 9 7 0), writ es  t his：

" N o o n e  c a n a p pr e ci at e  s o f ull y as a  
d o ct or  t h e a m a zi n gl y  l ar g e p er c e nt a g e  
of h u m a n  dis e as e  a n ds uff eri n g  w hi c h  is 
dir e ctl y  tr a c e a bl e t o w orr y,  f e ar, c o n 
fli ct, i m m or alit y, dissi p ati o n,  a n d  i g n o
r a n c e— t o u n w h ol es o m e  t hi n ki n g a n d  
u n cl e a n  li vi n g. T h e  si n c er e  a c c e pt a n c e  
of  t h e pri n ci pl es  a n d  t e a c hi n gs of C hrist  
wit h  r es p e ct t o t h e lif e of  m e nt al  p e a c e  
a n dj o y,  t h e lif e of  u ns elfis h  t h o u g ht a n d 
cl e a n li vi n g, w o ul d  at  o n c e  wi p e  o ut  
m or e  t h a n h alf  t h e diffi c ulti es,  dis e as es,  
a n d  s orr o ws  of  t h e h u m a n  r a c e. I n ot h er  
w or ds,  m or e  t h a n h alf  of  t h e pr es e nt  
affli cti o n of  m a n ki n d  c o ul d  b e  pr e v e nt e d  

F b y  t h e tr e m e n d o us pr o p h yl a cti c  p o w er  
of  a ct u all y  li vi n g u p  t o t h e p ers o n al  a n d  
pr a cti c al  s pirit of  t h e r e al t e a c hi n gs of  
C hrist "  ( p p. 6 4,  6 5).
AI D S,  t h e n, i n m y  vi e w  ( al o n g wit h  

a b o ut  2 6  ot h er  S T Ds),  is n ot  a  pl a g u e,  b ut  
a  n at ur al  c o ns e q u e n c e  of  u n cl e a n  b e h a v 
i or. G o d  k n e w  t his l o n g a g o  a n d  s o c o n 
d e m n e d s u c h pr a cti c es as i m m or al—  
bl u ntl y,  u a n  a b o mi n ati o n. "  G o d  w a nts us  
t o h a v e  u n o n e  of  t h es e dis e as es "  ( E x. 
1 5: 2 6).  H e  w a nts  t h e b est  f or His  cr e a 
ti o n, s o H e  h as  t ol d us  t o n ot  i n d ul g e i n 
c ert ai n  a cti viti es  f or o ur  o w n  g o o d  h e alt h  
a n d w ell- b ei n g  . . . t o s a y n ot hi n g  of  
pl e asi n g  o ur  Cr e at or!

w er e  " w as h e d, s a n ctifi e d a n d  j ustifi e d " 
...j ust li k e t h e gr e e d y,  t h e r o b b ers, a n d  
t h e r est.

All  si n n ers c a n  fi n d f or gi v e n ess o n c e  
w e  r e p e nt a n d t ur n a w a y fr o m si n a n d  
p urs u e  ri g ht e o us n ess.

Y es,  I' m h o m o p h o bi c,  b ut  n ot  i n t h e 
s e ns e  b ut  w h at  I w o ul d  w el c o m e  a  h o m o 
s e x u al w h o  w a nt e d  t o fi n d s al v ati o n as  
t h e Al mi g ht y  t e a c h es. W h at  dist ur bs  m e  
ar e t h os e w h o  arr o g a ntl y fl a u nt t h eir 
lif e-st yl es as  if it m att ers  n ot  t o t h e Cr e a 
t or. It d o es,  a n d  G o d  h as  s o  s ai d i n m a n y  
p arts  of  His  W or d.  " T h o u g h t h e y k n o w  
G o d's  d e cr e e  t h at t h os e w h o  d o  s u c h 
t hi n gs [ pr e c e di n g v ers es  ar e  c o n d e m n 
i n g h o m os e x u alit y]  d es er v e  t o di e,  t h e y 
n ot  o nl y  d o  t h e m b ut  a p pr o v e  t h os e w h o  
pr a cti c e  t h e m " ( R o m. 1: 3 2).

v ers e  o n  t his is f o u n d i n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  
6: 9:  " D o  y o u  n ot  k n o w  t h at t h e u nri g h 
t e o us will  n ot  i n h erit t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d ?  D o  n ot  b e  d e c ei v e d;  n eit h er  t h e 
i m m or al, n or  i d ol at ers, n or  a d ult er ers,  
n or  h o m os e x u als,  n or  t hi e v es, n or  t h e 
gr e e d y,  n or  dr u n k ar ds,  n or  r e vil ers, n or  
r o b b ers will  i n h erit t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  
A n d  s u c h w er e  s o m e of  y o u [i n t h e 
C ori nt hi a n  c h ur c h!]. B ut  y o u w er e  
w as h e d,  y o u  w er e  s a n ctifi e d, y o u  w er e  
j ustifi e d i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L or d  J es us 
C hrist  a n d i n t h e S pirit  of  o ur  G o d n  
( R S V). N ot e  t h at gr e e d  ( wit h w hi c h  w e  
ar e  b or n)  is list e d ri g ht al o n g  wit h  h o m o 
s e x u alit y!

Y es,  s o m e of  t h e f or gi v e n C ori nt hi a n  
br et hr e n  w er e  e vi d e ntl y  f or m er h o m o 
s e x u als. B ut  n o  l o n g er, b e c a us e  t h e y
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h a w n's  bl u e  e y es  s p ar kl e d as  h e  h el d  u p  t h e littl e 
p a c k ets  of  s e e ds  o n e  at  a  ti m e, g e ntl y  s h a ki n g  e a c h  
o n e  t o list e n t o t h e q ui et,  r ustli n g n ois e.  u U m m  
...c arr ots,  s q u as h,  gr e e n  b e a ns,  b e ets. ... I w o n d er  

h o w  m u c h  r o o m D a d  will  gi v e  m e  f or m y  g ar d e n.  M y  g ar d e n.  
... "H e  li k e d t h e s o u n d of  t h at. D a d  h a d  pr o mis e d  S h a w n  t h at 
h e  c o ul d h a v e  his  o w n  littl e g ar d e n  t his y e ar.  S h a w n  h a d  
"' h el p e d " his  f at h er wit h  t h eir f a mil y v e g et a bl e  g ar d e n  e v er  
si n c e h e  h a d  ri d d e n o n  f at h er's b a c k  i n t h e b a b y  c arri er.  H e  p ut  
d o w n  t h e s e e d p a c k ets  a n d  t ur n e d t o t h e n e w  s et  of  s m all s hi n y 
g ar d e ni n g  t o ols h e  h a d  r e c ei v e d f or his  birt h d a y — his  v er y  o w n  
s p a d e,  h o e,  a n d  bri g ht  bl u e  pl asti c  w at eri n g  c a n.  H e' d  e v e n  r e
c ei v e d  his  o w n  g ar d e ni n g  h at — a  s m all er  v ersi o n  of hisf at h er's.  
H e  tri e d it o n  a n d d a y dr e a m e d  a b o ut w or ki n g  al o n gsi d e  his  
f at h er, pr e p ari n g  t h e s oil, di g gi n g  t h e h ol es  t o pl a nt  t h e s e e ds, 
w at eri n g  a n d  c o v eri n g  t h e s e e ds. H e  c o ul d  h ar dl y  w ait!

S o o n,  alt h o u g h  h ar dl y  s o o n e n o u g h  f or S h a w n,  h e  a n d his  
f at h er w er e  o ut  pl a nti n g  t h e pr e ci o us  littl e s e e ds i n t h e e art h.  
F at h er  s h o w e d  S h a w n  h o w  d e e p  a n d  h o w  f ar a p art  t o pl a nt  e a c h  
ki n d  of  s e e d. W h e n  t h e y h a d  fi nis h e d, S h a w n  st o o d b a c k  a n d  
a d mir e d  his  g ar d e n.  N o w  if it w o ul d  all  j ust h urr y  u p  a n d  gr o w!  
t h o u g ht S h a w n t o hi ms elf,  dirt y  h a n ds  s h o v e d  d e e p  i nt o hisj e a n  
p o c k ets.

S h a w n  a w o k e  e arl y  n e xt  m or ni n g  a n d w as  e a g er  t o s e e if 
a n yt hi n g  h a d  c o m e  u p  y et.  H e  q ui c kl y  fi nis h e d his  br e a kf ast  
a n d r a n o utsi d e  t o c h e c k. H e  c o ul d n *t  b eli e v e  his  e y es — t h e 
g ar d e n  l o o k e d j ust t h e s a m e  as  it h a d  y est er d a y  e v e ni n g.  W h y,  
F at h er *s  t o m at o pl a nts  l o o k e d j ust li k e t h e y h a d  l ast ni g ht,  t o o. 
H e  e v e n  p o k e d  his  fi n g ers i nt o t h e s oil a n d  d u g  u p  a  f e w s e e ds, 
w hi c h  l o o k e d e x a ctl y  as  t h e y h a d  w h e n  h e  h a d  pl a nt e d  t h e m. H e  
r a n i nsi d e a n d  as k e d  his  f at h er, u Is t h er e s o m et hi n g wr o n g  wit h  
m y  g ar d e n ?  It's n ot  gr o wi n g ! *,

F at h er  s mil e d  at his  s o n  a n d  s ai d,  " Y o u  h a v e  t o b e  p ati e nt a n d  
l et G o d  d o  t h e r est. H e  k n o ws  h o w  t o m a k e  e v er yt hi n g  gr o w,  
j ust as  H e's  pl a n n e d.  Y o ur  j o b n o w  is t o w ait  a n d  tr ust G o d  t o 
gr o w  y o ur  g ar d e n.  L at er  y o u *ll  b e  a bl e  t o h el p  b y  w at eri n g,

w e e di n g,  a n d  e v e nt u all y  h ar v esti n g.  N o w  y o ur  j o b is t o l e ar n 
p ati e n c e. "

S h a w n  di d n't  es p e ci all y  li k e t h e s o u n d of  t h at. H e  al w a ys  
h a d  a  h ar d  ti m e w aiti n g  at  t h e d o ct or's  offi c e,  or  i n li n es at  t h e 
gr o c er y  st or e. H e  si g h e d d e e pl y,  a n d  d e ci d e d  t o g o  f or a  bi k e  
ri d e. T h e  n e xt  m or ni n g  S h a w n  c o ul d n't  r esist di g gi n g  u p  s o m e 
m or e  s e e ds fr o m his  g ar d e n  t o s e e if t h e y' d gr o w n  y et.  " A n d  
w h at  d o  y o u  t hi n k y o u'r e  d oi n g,  y o u n g  m a n ? "  s ai d his  f at h er 
b e hi n d  hi m.

H e  j u m p e d u p,  wi pi n g  his  dirt y  fi n g ers o n  his  p a nts,  “ O h, ' 
u h,  I w as  j ust c h e c ki n g  m y  s e e ds ... u h m,  t o s e e if t h e y w er e  
gr o wi n g  y et. "  S h a w n  c o ul d n'tr ais e  his  e y es  t o dir e ctl y  m e et  his  
f at h er's g a z e.

" S h a w n,  y o ur  g ar d e n  will  n e v er  gr o w  if y o u  k e e p  di g gi n g  u p  
t h e s e e ds  t o c h e c k  o n  t h e m. Y o u  n e e d  t o w ait p ati e ntl y  a n d  tr ust 
G o d.  H e  k n o ws  e x a ctl y  w h at  t o d o  t o m a k e  tli os e s e e ds gr o w.  
If y o u  w a nt  t o d o  s o m et hi n g, y o u  c a n  st art pr a yi n g,  t h a n ki n g 
G o d  f or t h e v e g et a bl es  H e's  g oi n g  t o gi v e  y o u, "  s ai d F at h er.

" H o w  c a n  I t h a n k G o d  f or t h e v e g et a bl es ? — w h y  t h e s e e ds 
ar e n't  e v e n  gr o wi n g  y et! "  e x cl ai m e d  t h e littl e b o y,  fr o w ni n g.

" T h at's all  p art  of  tr usti n g G o d.  J ust tr y it, a n d  y o u'll  s e e, " 
s ai d F at h er  wis el y.

S h a w n  f elt a littl e a w k w ar d wit h  his  pr a y ers  at first, b ut  
gr a d u all y  h e  f elt m or e  c o nfi d e nt.  S o o n  h e  s a w t h e ti n y gr e e n  
pl a nts  p us hi n g  t h eir w a y  t o w ar d t h e s u nli g ht. As  t h e y gr e w  a n d  
bl oss o m e d  a n d  b e g a n  t o b e ar  fr uit, S h a w n  m ar v el e d  at  G o d's 
p o w er,  all  st or e d i n e a c h  ti n y s e e d.

S h a w n  b e a m e d  u p  at  his  f at h er a n d  s ai d, " Y o u w er e  ri g ht, 
D a d;  G o d  d o es  k n o w  h o w  t o m a k e  e v er yt hi n g  gr o w!  All  I h a d  
t o d o  w as  t o w ait  p ati e ntl y  a n d  tr ust Hi m. "  A n d  S h a w n's e art hl y  
f at h er w as  n ot  t h e o nl y  o n e  w h o  s mil e d.

u W ait  f or t h e L o r d ; b e  str o n g  a n d  t a k e h e art  a n d  w ait  f or t h e 
L o r d " ( Ps a. 2 7: 1 4).

“ As  l o n g as  t h e e art h  e n d ur es,  s e e dti m e a n d  h ar v est,  c ol d  a n( ^ K >  
h e at,  s u m m er a n d  wi nt er,  d a y  a n d  ni g ht  will  n e v er  c e as e "  ( G e n.
8: 2 2).
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G o d's  P e o pl e
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Isr a el: H o n or  a n d  Pr ais e

all  bl essi n gs  fl o w.

Y es,  I' m H o m o p h o bi c
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 9)
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B U T  t h e y will  b e R E G A T H E R E D ；  
R E D E E M E D,  a n d  C L E A N S E D.  G o d  h as  
d e cl ar e d  it. It will  b e  d o n e  e x a ctl y as  it 
h as  b e e n  writt e n.  Pr ais e  G o d  fr o m w h o m

G o d  M a nif est ati o n:
A n  I ntr o d u cti o n 

( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  1 5)

E v e n  aft er  t h e L or d  G o d  h as  c a us e d  
His  wif e  ( als o c all e d  first b or n, tr e as ur e d 
p oss essi o n,  s o n, b el o v e d,  a n d m or e),  t o 
b e  s e p ar at e d fr o m Hi m,  t h at s a m e n ati o n  
will  b e c o m e  "t h e  h e a d "  a n d  n ot  "t h e  t ail. " 
"I will  gi v e  t h e m pr ais e  a n d h o n or  i n 
e v er y  l a n d w h er e  t h e y w er e  p ut  t o s h a m e. 
At  t h at ti m e I will  g at h er  y o u ; at  t h at ti m e 
I will  bri n g  y o u  h o m e.  I will  gi v e  y o u  
h o n or  a n d  pr ais e  a m o n g  all  t h e p e o pl es  of  
t h e e art h w h e n  I r est or e y o ur  f ort u n es 
b ef or e  y o ur  v er y  e y es ”  ( Z e p h. 3: 1 9 b,  2 0).

d e a d  o n es.  T h e  p h ysi c al  b o di es  of  C hris 
ti a ns i n t h e a g e t o c o m e will  b e  i n t h e 
li k e n ess of  C hrist  ( P hil. 3: 2 0;  1  J o h n  3: 2).  
T h e  g o o d  n e ws  of  E ast er  is t h at e v er y  
C hristi a n  w h o  di es  will  o n e  d a y  b e  r ais e d, 
e v e n  as  C hrist  w as.

T his  E ast er  a n c h or  y o ur  f ait h t o t his 
tr e m e n d o us f a ct. T his  c o ul d  b e  t h e gr e at 
est  d a y  i n y o ur  lif e. T h e  S pirit  of  G o d  c a n  
tr a nsf or m p e o pl e  i nt o w h at  G o d  w a nts  
t h e m t o b e.  M or e o v er,  t h e N e w  T est a
m e nt  d e cl ar es  t h at G o d  will  gi v e  b eli e v ers  
a  li k e r es urr e cti o n. T h e  e m pt y  t o m b s e als 
t h at pr o mis e.  J es us is t h e firstfr uits of  a  
gr e at  h ost  w hi c h  is t o f oll o w ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 2 0- 2 3).  T h e  d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  
J es us  is G o d's  gr e at  r e c ei pt m ar k e d  " p ai d  
i n f ull. *' W e  w er e  i n d e bt.  G o d  p ai d  it all  
t hr o u g h His  S o n.  H e  cl os e d o ut  t h e a c
c o u nt.  It's o ur  pri vil e g e  t o pr o cl ai m  t h at 
t h e t o m b of  t h e w ell- k n o w n  s ol di er is

gi v e n  G o d's  n a m e,  as  e x pl ai n e d  i n P hili p- 
pi a ns 2: 9.  S o  H e  c a n  c all  G o d's  n a m e  " M y  
n e w  n a m e ":  t h e n a m e  H e  h a d  r e c e ntl y 
b e e n  gi v e n.  T h us  b e c a us e  J es us c arri es  
t h e n a m e  of  G o d  es p e ci all y  si n c e His  as 
c e nsi o n,  w e  c a n  u n d erst a n d  w h y  H e  t ol d 
t h e a p ostl es  t o g o  a n d  b a pti z e  i n t h e n a m e  
of  t h e F at h er;  b ut  i n A cts  w e  r e a d of  t h e m 
b a pti zi n g  i n t h e n a m e  of  C hrist,  b e c a us e  
G o d's  n a m e  w as  gi v e n  t o C hrist.  W e  c a n  
n o w  pr o p erl y  u n d erst a n d  Is ai a h 9: 6,  w h er e  
c o n c er ni n g  J es us w e  ar e  t ol d: " His  n a m e  
s h all b e  c all e d, W o n d erf ul,  C o u ns ell or,  
t h e mi g ht y  G o d,  t h e e v erl asti n g  F at h er. 0  
T his  is a  pr o p h e c y  t h at J es us  w o ul d  c arr y  
all  t h e n a m es  of  G o d — t h at H e  w o ul d  b e  
t h e t ot al m a nif est ati o n  or  r e v el ati o n of  
L } o d  t o us.  It w as  i n t his s e ns e  t h at H e  w as  
c all e d " E m m a n u el, " m e a ni n g,  " G o d is 
wit h  us. "

" T h e a n g el of  t h e L or d  e n c a m ps  
ar o u n d  t h os e w h o  f e ar hi m,  a n d  h e  d eli v 
ers  t h e m. T ast e  a n d  s e e t h at t h e L O R D  is 
g o o d;  bl ess e d  is t h e m a n  w h o  t a k es r ef
u g e  i n hi m.  F e ar  t h e L O R D,  y o u  his  s ai nts,  
f or t h os e w h o  f e ar hi m  l a c k n ot hi n g "  
( Ps a. 3 4: 7- 9,  NI V).

" W h o  is a  G o d  li k e y o u,  w h o  p ar d o ns  
si n a n d f or gi v es t h e tr a ns gr essi o n ?
Y o u  d o  n ot  st a y  a n gr y  f or e v er b ut  d eli g ht  
t o s h o w m er c y "  ( Mi c a h 7: 1 8,  NI V).

T h e  f oll o wi n g ar e s o m e v ers es  f or 
y o ur  o w n  p ers o n al  st u d y:
G e n.  1: 2 7;  1 9: 4, 5, 2 4

E x.  1 5: 2 6
L e v.  1 8: 2 2;  2 0: 1 3;  2 6: 2 1
D e ut.  7: 1 5;  2 8: 5 8- 6 2
2  C hr o n.  2 1: 1 8
1 Ki n gs  1 4: 2 4
E z e k.  1 8: 2 6- 2 8
G al.  6: 7,  8
1  Ti m.  1: 9- 1 1
J a m es 1: 1 4,  1 5
J u d e 7
R o m.  1: 2 4- 3 2
2  P et.  2: 6  e

[ N o n e  of  T h es e  Dis e as es,  S.  I. M c Mill e n
M. D.,  Fl e mi n g  H.  R e v ell  C o.,  1 9 7 0.]

T h e y  w er e  b uri e d  wit h  C hrist  i n t h e w a 
t er y gr a v e  a n d  r ais e d t o " w al k  i n n e w n ess  
of  lif e”  ( R o m. 6: 3- 5;  C ol.  2: 1 2).  H a v e  y o u  
b e e n  b a pti z e d  i nt o C hrist  a c c or di n g  t o t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt ?  u W h y  d o  y o u  d el a y ?  
Aris e,  a n d b e  b a pti z e d,  a n d  w as h  a w a y  
y o ur  si ns, c alli n g o n  His  n a m e "  ( A cts 
2 2: 1 6,  N A S B).

Fi n all y,  l et us  r e p e at a  d e cl ar ati o n  of  
G o d  t hr o u g h M os es  t o Isr a el: " Y o u  ar e  a  
p e o pl e  h ol y  t o t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d.  O ut  of  
all  t h e p e o pl es  o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e e art h,  t h e 
L o r d  h as  c h os e n  y o u  t o b e  his  tr e as ur e d 
p oss essi o n,,  ( D e ut. 1 4: 2,  NI V).  T h e  s c at
t eri n g h as  b e e n  g oi n g  o n  f or m a n y  c e nt u 
ri es d u e  t o t h e r e b elli o n a n d r ef us al t o 
o b e y  G o d's  c o m m a  n ds,  st at ut es,  a n d  l a ws. 
C  T  T F  . t ... , A  E V  Y  L  C  L  C  '

e m pt y. His  e pit a p h  r e a ds, " H e h as  ris e n 
fr o m t h e d e a d. "

F oll o wi n g  t h e f o u n di n g of  t h e c h ur c h  
t h e a p ostl es b a pti z e d  t h os e w h o  tr ust e d 
t h e ris e n S a vi or.  C hristi a n  b a ptis m  b e 
c a m e t h e i d e ntif yi n g m ar k  of  f ait h i n 
C hrist.  It w as  a d mi nist er e d  t o t h os e w h o  
h a d  a c c e pt e d  C hrist,s  d e at h  as s a crifi c e.
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A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

N a m e.

A d dr ess  

St at e    
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bi m o nt hl y.
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BI B L E  

C O L L E G E

t o t h e c o mi n g of  t h e

,St u d e nts  i nt er est e d 

T es us  i n a n  at m os p h e  r e of  fr e e d o 
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

l e g e h as  a  u  ti q u ̂  

o n g oi n g  r est or ati o n of  n e gl e ct e d  n bli a  

Ki n g d o m.

i n s e ar c hi n gl) ut i

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O. B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M oir o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

B uzz ar d,  

i ct or

r ol e i n t h e 

il tr ut h prti

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d al e  of  y o ur  

s u bs cri pti o n.  If  t h e n u m b er  is 9 3. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
a  J u n e,  J ul y,  e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

Cit y -------------------------------------------St at e ------------Zi p

M mit o:  T h e  R E S Trr u n o N  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

Or e g o n,  Dli o ois  
N o qjr ofil  Or g.

Pl e as e  c h e c k  t h e 

m aili n g  l a b el t o 

t h e l eft f or y o ur  

R H  e x pir ati o n  

d at e  a n d  r e n e w 

pr o m ptl y  t o 

k e e p  T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  

H e r a l d

as  a  first c n oi c e\ "  

A nt h o n y  I 

I nstr

t g oi U  t h ^ ^ ^ hi n g 

i' ns n b ul d

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

□  M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

□  I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri m e d  b el o w.

□  I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  
p a y m e nt

□  S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1 yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr. $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.  
[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U. S.  f u n ds]. T h a n k  y o u.
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R o m a ns  1 3: 1- 7  ( N A S B)

" L cl e v er y  p ers o n  b e  i n s u bj e cti o n l o t h e g o v 
er ni n g  a ul h orili cs.  F or  ili cr e is n o  a ul h oril y  e x c e pt  
fr o m G o d.  a n d  t h os e w hi c h  e xist  ar e  est a blis h e d  
b y  G o d.  T h er ef or e  h e  w h o  r esists a ut h orit y  h as  
o p p os e d  t h e or di n a n c e  of  G o d;  a n d  t h e y w h o  h a v e  
o p p os e d  will  r e c ei v e c o n d e m n ati o n  u p o n  t h e m
s el v es. F or  r ul ers ar c  n ot  a  c a us e  of  f e ar f or g o o d  
b e h a vi or,  b ut  f or e vil.  D o  y o u  w a nt  t o h a v e  n o  f e ar 
of  a ul h oril y ?  D o  w h at  is g o o d,  a n d  y o u  will  h a v e  
pr ais e  fr o m t h e s a m e; f or it is a  mi nist er  of  G o d  l o 
y o u  f or g o o d.  B ui  if y o u  d o  w h ai  is c vil. b e  afr ai d;  
f or it d o cs  n ot  b e ar  t h e s w or d f or n ot hi n g;  f or it is 
a mi nist er  [s er v a nt] of  G o d,  a n a v e n g er w h o  
bri n gs  wr at h  u p o n  t h e o n e  w h o  pr a cti c es  e vil.  
W h er ef or e  it is n e c ess ar y  t o b e  i n s u bj e cti o n,  n ot  
o nl y  b e c a us e  of  wr atli,  b ut  als o  f or c o ns ci e n c e'  
s a k e. F or  b e c a us e  of  t his y o u  als o  p a y  t a x es, f or 
r ul ers ar c  s er v a nts  of  G o d,  d e v oti n g  t h e ms el v es t o 
t his v er y  tili n g. R e n d er  t o all  w h al  is d u e  t h e m: l a x 
l o w h o m  t a x is d u e;  c ust o m  t o w h o m  c ust o m;  f e ar 
t o w h o m  f e ar; h o n or  t o w h o m  h o n or. "

T h e  C hristi a n  is t o o b e y  山 c g o v er n m e nt al  
a utli orit y  u n d er  w hi c h  h e  li v es as  l o n g as  it d o cs  
n ot  c o nfli ct  wit h  d oi n g  G o d's  will.  T h es e  first- 
c c ni ur y  C hristi a ns  w er e  t o b e  i n s u b missi o n t o t h e 
br ut al  R o m a n  g o v er n m e nt,  t h e o n e  t h at n ail e d

U L Y  4  I S U N C L E  S A M' S  birt h d a y  
a g ai n.  H e'll  b e  2 1 7.  U n cl e  S a m  is t h e 
p ers o nifi c ati o n  of  Lli c  U. S.  G o v er n 
m e nt.  W h e n  w e  s p e a k of  W as hi n g 

t o n, D. C.,  w h er e  o ur  n ati o n's  g o v er n m e nt  is h e a d 
q u art er e d.  w e  m a y  si m pl y s p e a k of  U n cl e  S a m.  
Si mil arl y,  w e  s p e a k of  p a yi n g  o ur  ( a x es t o U n cl e  
S a m,  et c.  T his  is o ur  t w c nli cl h- c e nt ur y l a n g u a g e. 

W h at  is o ur  d ut y  t o o ur  c o u ntr y  a n d  t h e U. S.  
G o v cr n m c nl ?  C a n  o n e  b e  a  g o o d  C hristi a n  a n d  a  
g o o d  ciii z c n  at  di e  s a m e li m e ? W e  ar c  o n  r e c or d 
as s a yi n g w e  c a n. T h er e  n e e d b e  n o  c o nfli ct  
b et w e e n  t h e t w o. First  a n d f or e m ost w e  m ust  
stri v e t o b e  g o o d  C hristi a ns,  a n d s e c o n d, g o o d  
citi z e ns.  If di e  t w o ar c  n ot  c o m p ati bl e,  t h e n G o d  
h as  as k e d  di e  i m p ossi bl e of  us.

t h eir S a vi or  t o t h e cr oss.  O b e di e n c e  t o t h e st at e  is 
a n or di n a n c e  of  G o d.  " L et e v er y p ers o n  b e  i n 
s u bj e cti o n t o Hi e  g o v er ni n g  a utli oriti cs. " T his  
d efi n es  t h e o bli g ati o n  of  t h e C hristi a n  i n t his ar e a.  
T h e n  P a ul  s h o ws  w h y  h e  h as  t his o bli g ati o n.  Tli cr c  
is n o  h u m a n  a ulli orit y  e x c e pt  b y  G o d,  a n d  t h os e 
w hi c h  e xist  h a v e  b e e n  est a blis h e d  b y  G o d.

T h e  p hr as e ol o g y  str ess es  b ot h  t h e offi c e  h ol d er  
a n d  t h e offi c e.  N ot hi n g  is s ai d a b o ut  t h e f or m of  
g o v er n m e nt. T h e  p ass a g e  e m p h asi z es g o v e m-  
ni c nt  its elf a n d  its a d mi nistr at ors.  T o  r esist g o v-  
cr n m c nl al  a ut h orit y  is t o r csist G o d, a n d  t h os e w h o  
r esist s h all r e c ei v e c o n d e m n ati o n.  T h e  C hristi a n  
is a citi z e n as w ell  as a c h ur c h m e m b er.  P a ul  
pi ct ur es  t h e o b e di e nt  citi z e n  as b ei n g  w ort h y  of  
pr ais e  fr o m t h e g o v er n m e nt.  His  d es cri pti o n  of  t h e 
r uli n g a ut h orit y as t h e h el p er  or  a g e nt of  G o d  
s e e ms v er y  str o n g t o us.

T h e  o n e  w h o  br e a ks  l h e l a w o u g ht  l o 
b e c a us e  l h e R o m a n  s ol di er di d n,t  c arr y  his  s 
wit h o ut  a  p ur p os e.  H er e  is cl e ar c vi d c n c c  di al  G o d  
h as  or d ai n e d  f or c e ( di e s w or d) t o b e us e d  b y  
h u m a n  a ulli oriti cs t o pr e v e nt  a n ar c h y a n d t h e 
t yr a n n y of  e vil  i n h u m a n  s o ci et y.  T wi c e  i n v ers e  4  
t h e R o m a n  s ol di er is c all e d  t h e a g e nt  of  G o d,  di e  
a v e n g er  (t h e s at aii)  w h o  bri n gs  G o d's  wr at h  u p o n  
l h e e vil d o er.

T h e n  l h e a p ostl e  gi v es  t w o r e as o ns f or o b e di 
e n c e  t o g o v c m ni c nt al  a ulli oriti es:

1.  G o d's  wr at h  a d mi nist er e d  b y  r ul ers will  f all 
o n  t h e o n es  w h o  dis o b e y.  C hristi a ns  ar e t o b e  
f or e w ar n e d.

2.  T h e  C hrisli a n's  c o ns ci e n c e  d e cl ar es  t h at h e  
m ust  o b e y  l h e or di n a n c es  of  G o d.

S u b missi o n  t o ci vil  r ul ers is o n e  of  t h es e or di 
n a n c es.  Il i n v ol v es p a yi n g  t a x es, c ust o m d uti es,  
a n d  s h o wi n g  r es p e ct a n d  h o n or  l o lli os c e ntitl e d  t o 
it. T h es e  ar e  o bli g ati o ns  of  C hristi a ns  t o t h e r ul ers 
of  t h e l a n d i n w h at e v er  c o u ntr y  a n d  wit h  w h at e v er  
f or m of  g o v er n m e nt.  T h e  Bi bl e  s p e a ks t o all  ar e as  
of  lif e.

As  f oll o w ers ofJ es us,  w e  r ej oi c e w h e n  w e  h a v e  
g o o d  l e a d ers i n g o v er n m e nt.  " Wit h g o o d  m c nj|  
a ut h orit y,  t h e p e o pl e  r ej oi c e; b ut  wit h  t h e wi ci ^l  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  4)

cvil.be
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D o  All  S p e a k  i n T o n g u es ?
Alt o n  M a x w ell

M e m ori al  D a y
C h er yl  N or w o o d

W h at  D o es
J o h n 1: 1 R e all y  S a y
Si d  H at c h

G O D  B L E S S  A M E RI C A

G o d  bl ess  A m eri c a,
L a n d  t h at I l o v e,
St a n d  b esi d e  h er — a n d g ui d e  h er —

G o d  M a nif est ati o n  
i n M os es
D u n c a n  1 1  e ast er

Pr o mis e d  H e ali n g
D arr ell  R a n ki n,  D el b ert  R a n ki n,  
a n d  R uss ell  R a n ki n

O n e  Y e ar,  
T w o  Y e ars,  

T hr e e  y e ars.

H ollis  P artl o w e  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  

C hrist o p h er  S ei d ers  
B e c k y  H a U  

B ar b ar a  L a n dr y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k,  

S us a n  L a p p.  Dr.  Al v a  G.  B uff er.  
D el b ert  J o n es.  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  

G or d o n  L a n dr y  
M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c k y  H all.  T erri

Ts c h a e n n,  J u d y  M y ers.  H a n y  M c Mi n n

Fr o m  t h e m o u nt ai ns  t o t h e pr airi es —  
T o  t h e o c e a ns — w hit e  wit h  f o a m, 
G o d  bl ess  A m eri c a,  
M y  h o m e,  s w e et h o m e,  
G o d  bl ess  A m eri c a,  m y  h o m e,  s w e et  

h o m e.

R o a d,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w.  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  
H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x ti m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:  t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o ds  p o w er  
( A cts 1 : 8); J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  
( M att. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);  t h e 
m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar  
r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1).  a n d  lif e o nl y  t hr o u g h hi m  
( C ol. 3: 3):  t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 5 3. 5 4);  t h e d est m eti o n  oft h e  wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1 : 8); 
t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2). t h e c h ur c h  
t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7).  a n d  Isr a el t o b e  
m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a 6 0: 1- 3);  t h e 
^r estit uti o n  of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  b y  
t h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w orl d  
b e g a n * *  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  It als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e n
t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8).  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  t o s al v ati o n.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n 
pr ofit  C hrist  i a n c or p or ati o n  l o c at e d al  5  8 2 3  Tr a m m ell

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns b e gi n  wit h  
t h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n  f ull- y c ar 
s u bs cri pti o ns al  a n y  li m e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2  w h e n  c or 
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n.

E dit or:

Ass o ci at e  E dit o r:
M a k e- u p  E dit or:

T y p e s ett er:

Pr o ofr e a d er:

C o ntri b uti n g  E dit or s:

T H E

D E S TI T U TI O N
I X U E R A L D

J L A  V ol.  8 2,  N o.  4
A pril,  M a y,  1 9 9 3

S U B S C RJ  P TI O N S  

$ 1 2  
$ 2 1  

S 3 0

2 0 " F A T H E R S...  C hil dr e n
Ar e  U ni q u e "
J o h n  H e ar p

2 3 R et hi n ki n g  O ur  H erit a g e
J o h n  C arr

1 8 G o d's  P e o pl e — T h e  C h ur c h
Fr a n c es  E.  B ur n ett

1 0 M essi a h  i n t h e 
M aj or  Pr o p h ets  
E d G oit

1 6 M essi a h  i n t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt  
H ollis  P artl o w e

1 3 M essi a h  i n t h e 
Mi n or  Pr o p h ets  
R e x  F.  C ai n

A d dr ess  all  c orr es p o n d e n c e  t o: T h e  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0. 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

5 M essi a h  i n t h e L a w
G ar y  B ur n h a m

7 M essi a h  i n t h e Ps al ms
J a m es  M attis o n
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1 P et e r  2: 1 3- 1 7  ( N A S B)

" S u b mit y o urs el v es  f or t h e L or d's  s a k e t o e v er y h u m a n  
i nstit uli o n: w h et h er  t o a  ki n g  as  t h e o n e  i n a ut h orit y. ... F or  s u c h 
is di e  will  of  G o d. ... H o n or  all  m e n;  l o v e t h e br ot h er h o o d,  f e ar 
G o d,  h o n or  t h e ki n g. "

As  is t h e e as e  i n t h e R o m a ns  p ass a g e,  t h e f o c us of  di e  A p ostl e  
P et er  h er e  is g o v er n m e nt al  l e a d ers. W e  ar c  l o b e  i n s u b missi o n 
t o t h e m. T his  d o cs  n ot  m e a n  c o m p elli n g  c o m pli a n c e  wit h  e vil.  
P et er  als o  s ai d: " W e  o u g ht  t o o b e y  G o d  r at h er t h a n m e n',  ( A cts 
5: 2 9).  A w a k e n e d  C hristi a ns  ar e t h e o nl y  h o p e  of  a n y  n ati o n.  
' T h e wi c k e d  s h all b e  l u m e d i nt o s h e ol [t h e gr a v e]  a n d all t h e 
n ati o ns  t h at f or g et G o d "  ( Ps a. 9: 1 7).

S cri pt ur e  als o  s a ys: " Bl ess e d is t h e n ati o n  w h os e  G o d  is t h e 
L O R D. "  ( Ps a. 3 3: 1 2.)

" Ri g ht e o us n ess  c x alt ct h  a  n ati o n:  b ut  si n is a  r e pr o a c h t o a n y  
p e o pl e "  ( Pr o v. 1 4: 3 4).

I n 1 7 8 7,  B e nj a mi n  Fr a n kli n  s ai d:  " H er e  is m y  cr e e d.  I b eli e v e  
i n o n e  G o d,  t h e Cr e at or  of  t h e u ni v ers e.  T h at  h e  g o v er ns  it b y  his  
pr o vi d e n c e.  T h at  h e  o u g ht  t o b e  w ors hi p e d ? *  W e  n e e d  m or e  m e n  
li k e wis e  ol d  B e n  i n g o v er n m e nt  t o d a y. A m eri c a  h as  b e e n  ri c hl y 
bl ess e d  b y  t h e G o d  of  h e a v e n.  M a n y  n ati o ns  d o n't  h a v e  e n o u g h  
f o o d, w hil e  w e  e n c o ur a g e  f ar m ers t o gr o w  l ess. W e  e x p ort  m or e  
f o o d t h a n a n y ot h er  t w el v e n ati o ns  c o m bi n e d. A m eri c a ns  i n 
t er ms of b u yi n g  p o w er  ar e  t h e hi g h est- p ai d  w or k ers  i n t h e w orl d.  
A m eri c a ns  gi v e  m or e  t o b e n e v ol e nt  i nstit uti o ns t h a n t h e r est of  
t h e w orl d  c o m bi n e d.  A m eri c a  h as  n ot  fi nis h e d h er  r ol e i n w orl d  
hist or y.  I' m gl a d  I' m a n  A m eri c a n.

W hil e  w e  h a v e  d o n e  m a n y  t hi n gs ri g ht, w e  h a v e  m a n y  
pr o bl e ms  t o o. A n  a b u n d a n c e  of  j ustifi a bl e criti cis m  c o ul d b e  
l e vi e d a g ai nst  o ur  g o v er n m e nt.  C orr u pti o n  fr o m o n e  e n d  t o t h e 
ot h er  is w ell  k n o w n.  Y et  w e  ar e  t o h o n or  a n d  pr a y  f or o ur  l e a d ers.

( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2)
i n p o w er  t h e y gr o a n "  ( Pr o v. 2 9: 2,  L B).  Fr e e d o m  e x a cts  a  t erri bl e 
pri c e  s o m eti m es. T h o us a n ds  of  m e n  ( a n d w o m e n)  h a v e  gi v e n  
Ui cir  li v es s o w c  c o ul d  e nj o y  fr e e d o m. S o m e  c a m e  h o m e  fr o m 
w ars  ol d er  a n d  wis er;  ot h ers  c a m e  b a c k  cri p pl e d i n b o d y  a n d  
mi n d.  S o m e  di d n't  c o m e  b a c k  b ut  w er e  b uri e d  i n f ar- off l a n ds; 
s o m e  c a m e  h o m e  i n a  b o x  t o b e  b uri e d  i n a  f a mil y pl ot  or  c e m et er y  
n e ar  h o m e.  W h at e v er  t h e c as e, w c  h o n or  t h eir c o ur a g e a n d  
b e n efit  fr o m t h eir s a crifi c es.

I n m y  o pi ni o n,  i n c as es  li k e W orl d  W ar  H,  o ur  l e a d ers h a d  t w o 
c h oi c es:  d ef e n d  o urs el v es  or  n ati o n al  s ui ci d e. I' m t h a n kf ul t h e y 
c h os e  t h e f or m er, alt h o u g h  I h at e  w ar  wit h  a p ur pl e  p assi o n.  
S o m eti m es  w ar  is t h e l ess er of  t w o e vils.

" Gi v e  m e  y o ur  tir e d, y o ur  p o or,  
Y o ur  h u d dl e d  m ass es  y e ar ni n g  t o br e at h e  fr e e, 
T h e  wr et c h e d  r ef us e of  y o ur  t e e mi n g s h or e. 
S e n d  t h es e, t h e h o m el ess,  t e m p est-t ost t o m e,  
I lift m y  l a m p b esi d e  t h e g ol d e n  d o or! "

— Fr o m  t h e p o e m,  T h e  N e w  C ol oss us, \ 
b y  E m m a  L a z ar us.

1  Ti m ot h y  2: 1, 2  ( N A S B)

"I ur g e  t h at e ntr e ati es  a n d  pr a y ers,  p clili o ns,  a n d  Ui a n ks gi v-  
i n g, b e  m a d e  o n  b e h alf  of  all  m e n,  f or ki n gs  a n d  all  w h o  ar e  i n 
a ut h orit y,  i n or d er  t h at w e  m a y  l e a d a  tr a n q uil a n d  q ui et  lif e i n all  
g o dli n ess  a n d  di g nit y. "

As  C hristi a ns  w e  ar e  n ot  o nl y  t o h o n or  a n d  r es p e ct o ur  e art hl y  
l e a d ers, w c  ar e  t o pr a y  f or t h e m. W e  ar c  t o o p er at e  u n d er  t h e 
fr a m e w or k of  t h e g o v er n m e nt  t o r e a c h tli c l ost f or C hrist  a n d  
gr o w  di e  c h ur c h. P er h a ps  w e  c a n s e e m or e  cl e arl y n o w  t h e

i m p ort a n c e of  t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  g o v er n 
m e nt.  If t h e l e a d ers ar c  s y m p at h cli c t o C hristi a nit y,  o ur  j o b is( 
m u c h  e asi er.  " D e m o cr a c y  is n ot  a  p erf e ct  f o n n of  g o v er n m e nt,  
b ut  all  ot h er  f or ms ar e  s o m u c h  w ors e. "

Ar n ol d  T o y n b e e,  a  disti n g uis h e d  E n glis h  hist ori a n,  c o u nt e d  
ni n et e e n  ci vili z ati o ns  t h at h a v e  e xist e d  si n c e m a n  b e g a n  l o f or m 
g o v er n m e nts.  Of  t h e ni n et e e n,  o nl y  fi v e r e m ai n. O urs  is o n e  of  
t h e m.

L et  us  n e v er  f or g et t h at i n t h e fi n al a n al ysis, G o d  pr esi d es  
a b o v e  t h e aff airs  of  m e n.  H e  r ul es o v er  all.  H e  is S o v er ei g n.  H e  
is still o n  t h e t hr o n e. H e  will  h a v e  tli e l ast w or d.  T his  is G o d's  
c o u ntr y,  '' A m eri c a di e  B e a utif ul. "  W h at e v er  gr e at n ess  w c  h a v e,  
it is l o His  cr e dit.  L et  us  t o g et h er ai'fir m  o ur  f ait h i n di e  G o d  of  
hist or y  a n d  t h e C hrist  of  S cri pt ur e.
" M y  c o u ntr y  'lis of  T h e e,

S w e et  l a n d of  li b ert y,
Of  T h e e  I si n g:

L a n d  w h er e  m y  f at h ers di e d,
L a n d  of  t h e pil gri m's  pri d e.
Fr o m  c v,r y  m o u nt ai n  si d e
L et  fr e e d o m ri n g!

" O ur  f at h ers' G o d,  t o T h e e,
A ut h or  of  li b ert y,
T o  T h e e  w e  si n g.

L o n g  m a y  o ur  l a n d b e  bri g ht
Wit h  fr e e d o m's h ol y  li g ht;

Pr ot e ct  us  b y  T h y  mi g ht,
Gr e at  G o d,  o ur  Ki n g. "



^ M essi a h  i n t h e L a w

P a ul  i nf or m e d

t h e G al ati a n s

t h at n o n e  ot h er

A br a h a m' s
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“ p
t h a n J e s u s

C hri st  w a s

b y  P ast or  G ar y  B ur n h a m  
C e ntr e vill e,  V A

ulti m at e

off s pri n g  ( G al.

3: 1 6).

e n g a g e d  i n a m aj or  b attl e.  A d a m  a n d E v e  w er e  
u n a bl e  t o o v er c o m e  t h e c u n ni n g  of  t h e s er p e nt.  
O nl y  J es us  c o ul d  fr e e m a n ki n d  fr o m t h e vi c e-li k e  
gri p  of  d e at h  t h at si n h el d  u p o n  t h e h u m a n  r a c e 
f oll o wi n g t h at e pis o d e  i n E d e n.

T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  r e mi n d e d t h e E p h esi a ns,
H O ur  str u g gl e is n ot  a g ai nst  fl es h a n d  bl o o d,  
b ut  a g ai nst  t h e r ul ers, a g ai nst  t h e a ut h oriti es,  
a g ai nst t h e p o w ers  of  t his d ar k  w orl d  a n d  
a g ai nst  t h e s pirit u al  f or c es of  e vil  i n t h e h e a v 
e nl y  r e al ms " ( 6: 1 2).

F or  P a ul,  t h e o nl y  r e as o n a bl e s ol uti o n w as  t his: 
" P ut  o n  t h e f ull ar m or  of  G o d  s o t h at y o u  c a n  
t a k e y o ur  st a n d a g ai nst  t h e d e vil's  s c h e m es'' 
( 6: 1 1).

J ust as i n A d a m  a n d E v e's  d a y,  o ur  e n e m y  
" pr o wls  ar o u n d  li k e a  r o ari n g li o n " ( 1 P e L  5: 8).  A n  
att e m pt  t o wi n  t h e b attl e  i n o ur  o w n  h u m a n  str e n gt h  
is d o o m e d  t o f ail as  s ur el y  as  A d a m  a n d  E v e  f ail e d. 
B ut  o ur  s ur e  pr o mis e,  b e gi n ni n g  i n G e n esis,  is t h at 
if w e  b attl e  i n G o d's  p o w er  a n d  n ot  o ur  o w n,  t h e 
s er p e nt  will  fi n d hi ms elf  cr us h e d  a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n!

C o- h eirs  Wit h  C hrist

B e gi n ni n g  i n G e n esis,  s e v er al v ers es  w e a v e  a  
g e n e al o gi c al  t hr e a d w hi c h  r e v e als t h e a n c estr y  of  
di e  pr o mis e d  M essi a h.

S o m et hi n g  s p e ci al c o ul d  b e  e x p e ct e d  fr o m t h e 
li n e of  N o a h's  s o n S h e m  w h e n  N o a h's  pr o p h e c y  
a b o ut  hi m  c o nt ai n e d  t h e p hr as e  "t h e G o d of  S h e m "  
( G e n. 9: 2 6),  t h e first ti m e i n S cri pt ur e  s u c h a  
p ers o n al  d esi g n ati o n  is f o u n d.

A br a h a m  w as  t ol d his  offs pri n g  w o ul d  i n h erit 
t h e l a n d of  t h e C a n a a nit es  ( G e n. 1 2: 6),  a n d  e v e n 
t u all y " all p e o pl es  o n  e art h " ( 1 2: 3) w o ul d  b e  
bl ess e d  t hr o u g h hi m.  P a ul  i nf or m e d l h e G al ati a ns  
t h at n o n e  ot h er  t h a n J es us C hrist  w as  A br a h a m's  
ulti m at e  offs pri n g  ( G al. 3: 1 6).

T h es e  pr o mis es  t o A br a h a m  w er e  r e n e w e d t o 
his  s o n Is a a c ( G e n. 2 6: 3),  t o his  gr a n ds o n  J a c o b

R O P H E C Y  I S B O RI N G!',  " St u d y 
i n g pr o p h e c y  is us el ess! "  " N ot  pr o p h 
e c y a g ai n! " '' W h e n c a n w e  l e a m 
s o m et hi n g us ef ul ? "

D o  t h es e s o u n d li k e st at e m e nts y o u' v e  h e ar d  
b ef or e ?  D o  t h e y s o u n d li k e st at e m e nts y o u' v e 
m a d e  b ef or e ?  Or,  m a y b e  y o u' v e  j ust t h o u g ht 
tli e m; h a v e  y o u  b e e n  afr ai d  t o a ct u all y  v er b ali z e  
t h e m ?

I m a k e  n o  pr o mis es  t h at t his arti cl e  will  r e v o
l uti o ni z e t h e st u d y of  pr o p h e c y.  B ut  I d o  h o p e  it 
will  off er  y o u  a us ef ul,  pr a cti c al  a p pr o a c h t o 
vi e wi n g  t h e pr e di cti o ns  m a d e  a b o ut  M essi a h  i n 
l h e P e nt at e u c h — t h e first fi v e b o o ks  of  t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt.

A  M aj or  B attl e

F oll o wi n g  A d a m  a n d  E v e's  d e c e pti o n  b y  l h e 
s er p e nt  i n t h e g ar d e n  of  E d e n,  G o d  pr o n o u n c e d  a  
c urs e  u p o n  t h e s er p e nt. T h at  c urs e  i n cl u d e d t h e 
f oll o wi n g:

"I  will  p ut  e n mit y  b et w e e n  y o u  a n d  t h e w o m a n,  
a n d  b et w e e n  y o ur  offs pri n g  a n d  h ers;  h e  will  
cr us h  y o ur  h e a d,  a n d  y o u  will  stri k e  his  h e el "  
( G e n. 3: 1 5,  NI V).

W hil e  t h es e w or ds  h a v e  b e e n  u n d erst o o d  b y  
s o m e  t o lit er all y r ef er t o a  s n a k e  biti n g  t h e h e el  of  
m a n,  a n d  a  m a n  st o m pi n g  o n  t h e h e a d  of  a  s n a k e, 
m ost  bi bli c al  s c h ol ars a gr e e  t h at t his v ers e  is t h e 
Bi bl e's  first pr o p h e c y  a b o ut  J es us C hrist.  T h e y  
c all  it * * T h c Pr ot e v a n g eli u m, "  t h e first a n n o u n c e 
m e nt  of  l h e g o o d  n e ws  of  t h e g os p el.

Al  j ust t h e ri g ht ti m e, G o d  c a us e d  J es us  C hrist  
t o b e  b o m  of  a  w o m a n  ( G al. 4: 4),  a n d  t his pr o p h 
e c y  fr o m G e n esis  b e g a n  its f ulfill m e nt. J es us  di d  
i n d e e d s uff er, e v e n  t o t h e p oi nt  of  d e at h.  B ut  l h e 
cr us hi n g  bl o w  w as  d eli v er e d  b y  J es us Hi ms elf  
w h e n  H e  r os e fr o m t h e gr a v e!

W h at  m a k es  t his pr o p h e c y  us ef ul  t o y o u  a n d  
m e  t o d a y ? W e  m ust  all o w  it t o r e mi n d us  w e  ar e
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w hi c h  s a y s,  i n p art,

* * Y o u  h a v e  m a d e  t h e m t o b e  a ki n g 
d o m  a n d  pri ests  t o s er v e  o ur  G o d,  a n d  
t h e y will  r ei g n o n  t h e e art h "  ( 5: 1 0). 

J es us is i n d e e d t h e h eir  pr o p h esi e d  i n 
t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt.  H e  will  r et ur n o n e  d a y  
t o r ei g n o v er  t his w orl d.  B ut  H e  will  n ot  
r ul e al o n e.  Y o u  a n d  I will  r ul e wit h  Hi m!  
W e  t o o will  r ei g n o v er  t h e n ati o ns!

C o ul d  it b e  t h at g e n e al o g y is n't s o 
u ni m p ort a nt  aft er  all ?

O ur  L or d — A  Pr o p h et  Li k e  M os es

W hil e  M os es  w as  gi vi n g  a dis c o urs e  
o n  s o m e of  t h e l a ws G o d  h a d  pr es cri b e d  
f or Isr a el, G o d  pr o m pt e d  hi m  t o s a y,

' T h e L O R D  y o ur  G o d  will  r ais e u p  
f or y o u  a  pr o p h et  li k e m e  fr o m a m o n g  
y o ur  o w n  br ot h ers.  Y o u  m ust  list e n t o 
hi m. ... T h e  L O R D  s ai d t o m e, '...
I will  r ais e u p  f or t h e m a  pr o p h et  li k e 
y o u,  fr o m a m o n g  t h eir br ot h ers;  I will  
p ut  m y  w or ds  i n his m o ut h,  a n d  h e  will  
t ell t h e m e v er yt hi n g  I c o m m a n d  hi m.  
If a n y o n e  d o es  n ot  list e n t o m y  w or ds  
t h at t h e pr o p h et  s p e a ks  i n m y  n a m e,  I 
m ys elf  will  c all hi m  t o a c c o u nt * "  
( D e ut. 1 8: 1 5- 1 9).
A b o ut  1 5  c e nt uri es  l at er, t h e A p ostl e  

P et er,  s p e a ki n g u n d er  t h e i nfl u e n c e of  
G o d's  H ol y  S pirit,  q u ot e d  (i n A cts  3: 2 2,  
2 3)  fr o m t h es e v ers es  i n D e ut er o n o m y,  
i m pl yi n g t h e y l o o k e d a h e a d  t o t h e c o mi n g  
of  J es us  C hrist.  P et er  cl ai m e d  t his w as  a n  
e x a m pl e  of h o w  G o d  h a d  " pr o mis e d  l o n g 
a g o  t hr o u g h his  h ol y  pr o p h ets "  ( A cts 3: 2 1).

If w e  wis h  t o m a k e  pr a cti c al  a p pli c a 
ti o n of  t his pr o p h e c y,  t h er e ar e s e v er al 
t hi n gs of  w hi c h  w e  m ust  first t a k e n ot e.

T h e  pr o p h et  t o c o m e  ( C hrist) w o ul d  b e  
si mil ar t o M os es.  M os es  w as  c all e d of  
G o d  t o l e a d His  p e o pl e  Isr a el. As  w ell,  
J es us  w as  c all e d,  or  a n oi nt e d,  b y  His  G o d  
t o b e  a  l e a d er. M os es  w as  oft e n  gi v e n  t h e 
v er y  w or ds  of  G o d  t o s p e a k t o t h e Isr a el
it es. Li k e wis e,  J es us  s p o k e "j ust  w h at  t h e 
F at h er  h as  t ol d m e  t o s a y " (J o h n 1 2: 5 0).  
W h e n  M os es'  i nstr u cti o n w as  o b e y e d,  
Isr a el pr os p er e d;  w h e n  dis o b e y e d,  p u n 
is h m e nt f oll o w e d. If J es us * w or ds  ar e  n ot  
o b e y e d,  t h e c o ns e q u e n c e  is c ostl y.  J es us 
Hi ms elf  s ai d,

" N ot  e v er y o n e  w h o  s a ys  t o m e, 1  L or d,  
L or d/  will  e nt er t h e ki n g d o m of  
h e a v e n,  b ut  o nl y  h e  w h o  d o es  t h e will

T h e  D e at h  of  L e g alis m ■

T h er e  is at  l e ast o n e  a d diti o n al  si g nifi
c a nt  w a y  i n w hi c h  t h e P e nt et e u c h  l o o k e d 
f or w ar d t o J es us  C hrist.  N eit h er  a  c urs or y  
r e a di n g n or  a n  i n- d e pt h st u d y of  G e n esis  
t hr o u g h D e ut er o n o m y  will  r e v e al t his 
i m p ort a nt tr ut h. T his  tr ut h's f ull est r e v e
l ati o n a w ait e d  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  t o m a k e  
its a p p e ar a n c e.

I n a n att e m pt t o f err et o ut  t his vit al  
tr ut h, w e  mi g ht  b e gi n  wit h  s o m e  of P a ul's  
w or ds  t o t h e c h ur c h es  of  G al ati a,

" B ef or e  t his f ait h c a m e,  w e  w er e  h el d  
pris o n ers  b y  t h e l a w, l o c k e d u p  u ntil  
f ait h s h o ul d b e  r e v e al e d. S o  t h e l a w 
w as  p ut  i n c h ar g e  t o l e a d us  t o C hrist  
t h at w e  mi g ht  b e  j ustifi e d b y  f ait h. 
N o w  t h at f ait h h as  c o m e,  w e  ar e  n o  
l o n g er u n d er  t h e s u p er visi o n of  t h e 
l a w " ( G al. 3: 2 3- 2 5).

T h es e  v ers es  ( as w ell  as  t h e w h ol e  of  
t h e G al ati a n  l ett er) r e v e al ess e nti al  tr ut h 
a b o ut  t h e l a w of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt.  T h e y  
cl ai m t h e l a w i m pris o n e d p e o pl e.  H o w  
s o ?  It m a d e  d e m a n ds  t h at n o  h u m a n  b eii ^f  

c o ul d  p ossi bl y  e v er  c o m pl et el y  o b e y.  Tr y

( 3 5: 1 1, 1 2), a n d t o his  gr e at- gr a n ds o n  
J u d a h:

* * T h e s c e pt er will  n ot  d e p a n  fr o m 
J u d a h, n or  t h e r ul er's st aff fr o m b e 
t w e e n his  f e et, u ntil  h e  c o m es  t o w h o m  
it b el o n gs  a n d t h e o b e di e n c e  of  t h e 
n ati o ns  is his "  ( G e n. 4 9: 1 0).

T h e  pr o p h et  B al a a m  l at er s p o k e of  " a  
st ar  [ c o mi n g] o ut  of  J a c o b "  a n d  * 4a  s c e pt er 
[risi n g] o ut  of  Isr a el " ( N u m. 2 4: 1 7).  It is 
s u g g est e d t h at t his pr o p h e c y  s p o k e n ot  
o nl y  of  a  lit er al e v e nt  i n t h e n e ar  f ut ur e, 
b ut  als o  l o o k e d a h e a d  t o t h e e ntr a n c e  of  
M essi a h  (J es us C hrist)  i nt o t h e w orl d.

A n  a d diti o n al  n ot e  m a y  b e  m a d e  fr o m 
o utsi d e t h e P e nt at e u c h.  S p e a ki n g  of  
D a vi d's  s o n S ol o m o n,  a n d  ulti m at el y  of  
J es us  C hrist,  G o d  pr o mis e d  Ki n g  D a vi d,

* * Y o ur  h o us e  a n d  y o ur  ki n g d o m  will  
e n d ur e  f or e v er b ef or e  m e;  y o ur  t hr o n e 
will  b e  est a blis h e d  f or e v er " ( 2 S a m.  
7: 1 6).

W h y  st u d y s u c h a  t e di o us g e n e al o g y ?  
G o o d  q u esti o n!  L et  m e  s u g g est t w o r e a
s o ns.

First:  F or  t h e Isr a elit e p e o pl e,  a n c estr y  
w as  e xtr e m el y  i m p ort a nt. Di d  t h e a n c es 
tr y of  t h e o n e  w h o  cl ai m e d  t o b e  M essi a h  
fit t h e pr o p h e ci es  of  t h eir S cri pt ur es ? Y es!  
B ot h  M att h e w  ( c h a pt er 1) a n d L u k e  
( c h a pt er 3)  c orr o b or at e  t his f a ct. J es us  di d  
fit t h e g e n e al o gi c al  pr o p h e ci es  m a d e  a b o ut  
t h e c o mi n g  M essi a h.

S e c o n d:  Y o u  a n d  I, if w e  ar e  f oll o w ers 
of  C hrist,  h a v e  a  s h ar e  i n t h e t hi n gs C hrist  
is pr o p h esi e d  t o i n h erit. S e v er al  of  t h e 
pr o p h e ci es  j ust q u ot e d  t ell us  J es us will  
r ul e o v er  t h e n ati o ns;  t h e y will  b e  o b e di 
e nt  t o Hi m,  a n d  His  r ul e will  l ast f or e v er. 
I d o n't  k n o w  a b o ut  y o u,  b ut  if I a m  g oi n g  
t o s h ar e i n t h at i n h erit a n c e, I' d li k e t o 
k n o w  it!

A n d  i n f a ct t h e Bi bl e  st at es w e  will  
s h ar e  i n t h at i n h erit a n c e! T o  t h e G al ati a ns  
P a ul  wr ot e,

"If  y o u  b el o n g  t o C hrist,  t h e n y o u  ar e  
A br a h a m's  s e e d, a n d  h eirs  a c c or di n g  
t o t h e pr o mis e "  ( 3: 2 9).

A n d  t o t h e R o m a ns:
" N o w  if w e  ar e  c hil dr e n,  t h e n w e  ar e  
h eirs — h eirs  of  G o d  a n d  c o- h eirs  wit h  
C hrist,  if i n d e e d w e  s h ar e i n his  s uf
f eri n gs i n or d er  t h at w e  m a y  als o  s h ar e 
i n his  gl or y "  ( 8: 1 7).

I n R e v el ati o n  a s o n g is s u n g t o C hrist

of  m y  F at h er  w h o  is i n h e a v e n "  ( M att. 
7: 2 1).
O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  t h e o n e  w h o  will  

o b e y  J es us' w or ds  will  b e  li k e t h e wis e  
m a n  w h o  b uilt  his  h o us e  o n  t h e f o u n d a-l 
ti o n of  r o c k ( M att. 7: 2 4).

I n M os es'  d a y  t h e q u esti o n  w as,  " W h o  
will  b e  t his n e w  M os es-li k e  pr o p h et  G o d  
is pr o misi n g  t o r ais e u p ? "  I n J es us, d a y  
t h e q u esti o n  w as,  "Is  J es us  t his n e w  M os es-  
li k e pr o p h et  G o d  pr o mis e d  t o r ais e u p ? "  
T h e  q u esti o n  t o d a y is as k e d dir e ctl y  t o 
y o u,  " Ar e  y o u  r e all y l etti n g J es us  C hrist  
b e  t h e s ol e L or d  of  y o ur  lif e ? *,

D o  J es us a n d  His  w or ds  dir e ct  y o u  i n 
y o ur  h o m e ?  G ui d e  y o u  o n  t h e j o b ? M oti 
v at e  y o ur  wit n ess  t o ot h ers ?  R ei g n  o v er  
y o u  i n y o ur  p arti ci p ati o n  i n y o ur  l o c al 
c h ur c h ?

Y o u  c a n  a ns w er  f or n o  o n e  b ut  y o ur 
s elf.  B ut  y o u  m ust  d o  at  l e ast t h at m u c h.  Is 
it a  w ast e  of  ti m e t o st u d y t h e M essi a ni c  
pr o p h e c y  G o d  g a v e  t o M os es ?  Y es,  if I 
st u b b or nl y  r ef us e t o a d mitt h atJ es us  is t h e 
o n e  t h e pr o p h e c y  s p o k e of,  b ut  a v er y  
g o o d  us e  of  m y  ti m e if it str e n gt h e ns m y  
r es ol v e t o m a k e  J es us m y  L or d  i n e a c h  
a n d  e v er y  ar e a  of  m y  lif e.
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t o s o  fr ustr at e o ur  h u m a n  i n a bilit y t h at w e  
ar e  dri v e n  t o J es us C hrist  o n  o ur  k n e es!

b y  P ast or  J a m es  M attis o n  
P elz er,  S C

as  a n y o n e  mi g ht,  f ail ur e w as  i n e vit a bl e. 
E v e n  t h e m ost  g o dl y — M os es,  J os h u a, 
a n d ot h ers — w er e  u ns u c c essf ul i n p er 

k e e p  t h e l a w t hr o u g h h u m a n  eff ort!  Lis 
t e n c ar ef ull y!  If y o u  i nsist u p o n  tr yi n g t o 
k e e p  t h e l a w r at h er t h a n a c c e pti n g  J es us 
C hrist  b y  f ait h, y o u  c h e a p e n  t h e l a w!

B a c k  t o o ur  v ers es  fr o m G al ati a ns.  
Fi n all y,  P a ul  i nsists t h at si n c e f ait h i n 
C hrist  h as arri v e d, " w e ar e n o  l o n g er 
u n d er  t h e s u p er visi o n  of  t h e l a w. " I n f a ct, 
P a ul  e nli g ht e n e d  t h e C ol ossi a ns  b y  s a y
i n g t h e w or k  of  C hrist  o n  t h e cr oss  " c a n 
c el e d  t h e writt e n  c o d e "  ( C ol. 2: 1 4).

S o  n o w  w e  ar e  fr e e t o li v e as  w e  pl e as e,  
ri g ht ? N O!  W h at  ar e  w e  fr e e t o d o ?  W e  
ar e fr e e t o p urs u e  w h at  C hristi a nit y  is 
r e all y all a b o ut: a p ers o n al  r el ati o ns hi p 
wit h  J es us C hrist.  W e  s p e n d o ur  ti m e 
tr yi n g t o g et  t o k n o w  t h e o n e  w h o  f ulfill e d 
f or us  t h e r e q uir e m e nts of  t h e l a w, r at h er 
t h a n c o nti n ui n g  t o tr y t o f ulfill t h os e r e
q uir e m e nts  i n o ur  o w n  p o w er. As  w e  
d e v el o p  t his r el ati o ns hi p wit h  J es us, w e  
m a k e  Hi m  t h e L or d  of  o ur  li v es— all o w 
i n g H  i m  t o d  ir e ct o ur  t h o u g hts a  n d  a cti o ns  
o ut  of  t his r el ati o ns hi p, n ot  o ut  of  st eril e 
l e g al r e q uir e m e nts. ( G o b a c k  a n d  r e vi e w 
t h e pr e vi o us  s e cti o n of  t his arti cl e,  " O ur  
L or d — A  Pr o p h et  Li k e  M os es. ")

W h e n  will  w e  l e ar n t h at a n y s yst e m 
w hi c h  r eli es m er el y  o n  a  s et of  r ul es a n d  
r e g ul ati o ns, or  a  list of  d o's  a n d  d o n'ts,  is 
d o o m e d  t o f ail ? T h e  l a w of  G o d  r e c or d e d 
i n o ur  Ol d  T est a m e nt  h as  a  vit al  p ur p os e:

U S  I C W A S  A  P R O MI N E N T  P A R T  
of  p e o pl e's  li v es i n a n ci e nt ti m es, 
a n d  it pl a y e d  a  vit al  r ol e i n Isr a el as  
w ell  as i n a dj a c e nt l a n ds. H e br e w  

m usi c  w as  l ar g el y v o c al,  wit h  t h e l yr e a c c o m p a 
n yi n g  t h e h u m a n  v oi c e.  Si n gi n g  is first m e nti o n e d  
i n t h e Bi bl e  i n c o n n e cti o n  wit h  J a c o b's  d e p art ur e  
fr o m L a b a n  ( G e n. 3 1: 2 7).  M os es  a n d  Isr a el s a n g 
t h e first r eli gi o us s o n g r e c or d e d aft er  G o d  s a v e d

Isr a el at  t h e R e d  S e a  ( E x. 1 5: 1).  Miri a m  a n d  m a n y  
w o m e n  j oi n e d i n wit h  ti m br els (t a m b o uri n es). 
M a n y  ot h er  s o n gs ar e  r e c or d e d i n t h e Bi bl e,  i n
cl u di n g  M ar y's  w h e n  s h e w as  c h os e n  of  G o d  t o 
b e ar  t h e M essi a h  ( L u k e 1: 4 6- 5 5).  Si n gi n g  w as  
v er y  c o m m o n,  e v e n  u p o n  t h e di g gi n g  of  a  w ell,  
tri u m p h i n b attl e,  or  w el c o mi n g  h er o es  h o m e.  
D a vi d  wr ot e  s e v e nt y-t hr e e Ps al ms,  w hil e  S ol o 
m o n  wr ot e  a n ot h er  "t h o us a n d a n d  fi v e s o n gs " ( 1

tf e ctl y f oll o wi n g all  of  t h e l a w.
' W h y ?  W h y  w o ul d  G o d  e v er  gi v e  a  s et 
ofl a ws H e  k n e w  c o ul d n't  b e  f ull y o b e y e d ?  
T h es e  v ers es  t ell us:  " T h e  l a w w as  p ut  i n 
c h ar g e  t o l e a d us  t o C hrist. " Fr o m  t h e v er y  
b e gi n ni n g,  G o d's  i nt e nt w as  t h at t h e l a w 
w o ul d  s o  fr ustr at e p e o pl e  b e c a us e  of  t h eir 
i n a bilit y t o f oll o w it t h at, w h e n  C hrist  
a p p e ar e d,  t h e y w o ul d  b e  m or e  t h a n r e a d y 
t o a c c e pt  Hi m  as  a  r e pl a c e m e nt f or t h eir 
ill-f at e d att e m pts  at  k e e pi n g  t h e l a w.

H o w ?  H o w  c o ul d  G o d  gi v e  u p  o n  t h e 
l a w ? W ell,  H e  di d n't!  J es us  s ai d,

* * D o n ot  t hi n k t h at I h a v e  c o m e t o 
a b olis h t h e L a w  or  t h e Pr o p h ets;  I 
h a v e  n ot  c o m e  t o a b olis h  t h e m b ut  t o 
f ulfill t h e m " ( M att. 5: 1 7).

Si n c e  t h e h u m a n  r a c e w as  i n c a p a bl e of  
f ulfilli n g ( o b e yi n g) t h e l a w, G o d  s e nt 
J es us C hrist  t o d o  it f or m a n ki n d.  O nl y  
J es us C hrist  w as  a bl e  t o f ulfill ( o b e y) t h e 
l a w.

F urt h er,  P a ul  s ai d,
" D o w e,  t h e n, n ullif y  t h e l a w b y  t his 
f ait h ? N ot  at all! R at h er,  w e  u p h ol d

| t h e l a w " ( R o m. 3: 3 1).
F or  P a ul,  t h e l a w w as  gi v e n  gr e at er  

h o n or  w h e n  o n e  a c c e pt e d J es us C hrist  
t hr o u g h f ait h r at h er t h a n b y  att e m pti n g  t o

S o m e  C o n cl u di n g  T h o u g hts

T h e  st u d y  of  pr o p h e c y  d o es  n ot  h a v e  t o 
b e  b ori n g — n ot  e v e n  a  st u d y  of  t h e pr o p h e 
ci es  of  C hrist  i n t h e P e nt at e u c h.  W h e n  it 
is it's b e c a us e  w e  d o  n ot  m a k e  e v er y  eff ort  
t o m a k e  pr a cti c al  a p pli c ati o n  t o r e al lif e. 
I h a v e  att e m pt e d  t o d o  t h at wit h,  I h o p e,  at  
l e ast s o m e d e gr e e  of  s u c c ess.

W h e n  y o u  f e el y o u  ar e l osi n g lif e,s 
b attl es,  t a p i nt o t h e s u p er n at ur al ar m or  
G o d  m a k es  a v ail a bl e!

W h e n  y o ur  l ot i n lif e k e e ps  y o u  "l o w  
m a n  o n  t h e t ot e m p ol e, "  r e m e m b er t h at 
o n e  d a y  y o u  will  r ei g n wit h  C hrist  o v er  
t h e n ati o ns!

W h e n  y o ur  lif e s e e ms t o b e  fl o ati n g 
al o n g  wit h  n o  r e al dir e cti o n,  r e n e w y o ur  
c o m mit m e nt t o m a k e  J es us C hrist  t h e 
L or d  of  e v er y ar e a of  y o ur  lif e. I n His  
ti mi n g H e'll  pr o vi d e  s o m e dir e cti o n!

W h e n  y o ur  v er y b est  eff orts t o b e  
" g o o d "  a n d  t o " d o  t h e ri g ht t hi n g " e n d  i n 
f ail ur e, r e m e m b er J es us  h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  
" g o o d "  f or y o u  a n d  d o n e  "t h e  ri g ht t hi n g " 
f or y o u! M a k e  b uil di n g  y o ur  p ers o n al  
r el ati o ns hi p wit h  Hi m  pri orit y  # 1.  T h e  
" g o o d "  t h at H e will t h e n cr e at e  i n y o ur  lif e 
will  m a k e  y o u  w o n d er  h o w  y o u  c o ul d
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stri n gs), a n d  s a c k b ut ( a wi n d  i nstr u m e nt 
wit h  a  l o n g b e nt  t u b e wit h  a  m o v a bl e  sli d e 
li k e a tr o m b o n e). Ot h ers  s a y it w as  a  
stri n g e d i nstr u m e nt. E g y pt,  at  l e ast, us e d(  
t h e zit h er  a n d  t h e sistr u m.

M ost  of  t h e Ps al ms  attri b ut e d  t o D a vi d  
r efl e ct s o m e p eri o d  of  his  lif e. B o o k  I, 
Ps al ms  1- 4 1,  r efl e ct o n  D a vi d's  tr ust i n 
G o d  i n e arl y  a n d  mi d dl e  lif e, w hil e  B o o k  
II, Ps al ms  4 2- 7 2  r efl e ct o n  his  r eli a n c e 
u p o n  G o d  i n l at er lif e.

T h o u g h  t h e B o o k  of  Ps al ms  is l ar g el y 
c o m p os e d  of  d e v oti o n al  h y m ns,  pr ais e  t o 
G o d  fr o m t h e h e art,  p ers o n al  t esti m o n y, 
a n d t h a n ks gi vi n g, m a n y  of  t h es e p o eti c  
g e ms  h a v e  f ar-r e a c hi n g pr e di cti o ns,  es 
p e ci all y  c o n c er ni n g  M essi a h.  " Ps al m  2  is 
a m a g nifi c e nt  pr o p h eti c p a n or a m a of  
M essi a h's  r e d e m pti v e c ar e er  a n d  His  r e
t ur n as Ki n g  of  Ki n gs.  Ps al m  2 2  is a n  
a m a zi n g  d et ail e d  pr o p h e c y  of  t h e s uff er
i n g a n d  d e at h  of  C hrist  i n His  first a d v e nt.  
Ps al m  1 1 0  is a  f ar-r e a c hi n g pr o p h e c y  of  
C hrist  as a p er p et u al pri est.  Ps al m  1 6  
h er al ds  His  f ut ur e r es urr e cti o n. Ps al m  7 2  
e n visi o ns  t h e c oi ni n g  mill e n ni al  ki n g d o m "  
( C hrist a n d  His  Bri d e).  "I n all t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt,  t h er e is n o  m or e  pr a cti c al,  
i nstr u cti v e, b e a utif ul  or  p o p ul ar  b o o k  
t h e Ps al ms "  ( U n g er).

J es us' St at e m e nt

Aft er  His  r es urr e cti o n fr o m t h e d e a d,  
J es us  s ai d t o His  a p ostl es,  " T h es e  ar e  t h e 
w or ds  w hi c h  I s p a k e  u nt o  y o u,  w hil e  I w as  
y et  wit h  y o u,  t h at all t hi n gs m ust  b e  f ul
fill e d, w hi c h  w er e  writt e n  i n t h e l a w of  
M os es,  a n d i n t h e pr o p h ets,  a n d i n tli e 
ps al ms,  c o n c er ni n g m e "  ( L u k e 2 4: 4 4).  
u T h e n o p e n e d  h e  t h eir u n d erst a n di n g, t h at 
t h e y mi g ht  u n d erst a n d  t h e s cri pt ur es " ( v. 
4 5).

J es us i n t h e Ps al ms

B y  st u d yi n g t h e Ps al ms  i n t h e li g ht of  
w h at  t h e y s a y a b o ut  M essi a h,  w e  t o o c a n  
h a v e  o ur  u n d erst a n di n g  o p e n e d  as  t o w h o  
t his S a vi or  w as  t o b e,  w h at  H e  w as  t o 
s uff er, a n d w h at  H e  w as  t o d o.  I n t h e 
Ps al ms  t h er e ar e at l e ast t hirt y-si x ( 3 6) 
p arti c ul ar  t hi n gs m e nti o n e d  a b o ut t h e 
M essi a h,  J es us C hrist.  T h e y  gi v e  m a n y  
d et ails  a b o ut  His  lif e a n d m a n y  of  di e  n g  
ar e  q u ot e d  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  as  b ei n ®  
f ulfill e d b y  Hi m.  N oti c e  t h es e pr o p h e ci es

l o n gi n g f or s al v ati o n.
D a vi d  w as  s p e ci all y e n d o w e d  wit h  t h e 

gift  of  tli e H ol y  S pirit.  H e  is c all e d a  
pr o p h et i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  ( M att. 
2 7: 3 5).  D a vi d  w as  a s kill e d w arri or,  a  
wis e  ki n g,  a  pr of essi o n al  m usi ci a n,  a n d  a  
m a n  aft er  G o d's  o w n  h e art.  S o m e  of  t h e 
ps al ms  w er e  s et t o t u n es alr e a d y  i n e xis 
t e n c e. M a n y  J e wis h s o n gs ar e  c h ar a ct er-  
ti z e d b y  b ei n g  i n a  mi n or  k e y,  e n di n g  i n 
t h e n ot e  l a.

D a vi d  a n d  all  Isr a el pl a y e d  b ef or e  t h e 
L or d  " o n  all  m a n n er  of  i nstr u m e nts m a d e  
of  fir w o o d , e v e n  o n  h ar ps,  a n d  o n  ps alt er 
i es, a n d  o n  ti m br els, a n d  o n  c or n ets,  a n d  
o n  c y m b als "  ( 2 S a m.  6: 5).  First  C hr o n 
i cl es 1 6: 4- 6  gi v es  t h e n a m es  of  t h os e w h o  
w er e  o v er  t h e ps alt eri es,  h ar ps,  c or n ets,  
a n d c y m b als. S e c o n d  C hr o ni cl es  7: 6  
s p e a ks  a b o ut  t h e pri ests  a n d  L e vit es  usi n g  
t h e "i nstr u m e nts of  m usi c k  of  t h e L or d  
w hi c h  D a vi d  t h e ki n g  h a d  m a d e  t o pr ais e  
t h e L or d,  b e c a us e  his  m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or 
e v er. "

T h es e  ar e  t h e m usi c al  i nstr u m e nts us e d  
i n D a vi d's  d a y:

1.  L yr e,  a stri n g e d i nstr u m e nt of  t h e 
h ar p  cl ass.  It w as  t his m usi c al  i nstr u m e nt 
t h at D a vi d  pl a y e d  b ef or e  S a ul.

2.  H ar p.  T his  w as  a m usi c al  i nstr u
m e nt  of  stri n gs u p o n a n o p e n fr a m e, 
pl u c k e d  wit h  t h e fi n g ers.

3.  Ti m br el,  or  t a br et (t a m b o uri n e, 
Str o n g).  S a c hs  s a ys it w as  " a w o o d e n  
h o o p  v er y  pr o b a bl y  wit h  t w o s ki ns, " li k e 
a  dr u m  or  t o m-t o m.

4.  Tr u m p et.  R a m  or  g o at's  h or n  (s h o- 
f ar); als o  m a d e  of  m et al  ( N u m. 1 0).

5.  Fl ut e.  A  w o o d wi n d  i nstr u m e nt t h at 
w as  bl o w n.

6.  Ps alt er y.  ( Vi ol, Is a. 5: 1 2.)  P er h a ps  a  
s m all zit h er. A  w o o d e n  i nstr u m e nt, t h e 
s p e ci al  o n es  h a vi n g  1 0  stri n gs  ( Ps a. 3 3: 2)  
t u n e d t o t h e s o pr a n o  r e gist er (1  C hr o n.  1 5:  
2 0, 2 1 —  " o n  t h e S h e mi nit h,, ^  or  ei g ht h).

7.  Pi p e.  S e v er al  ki n ds  of  w o o d  i nstr u
m e nts  t h at w er e  bl o w n.

8.  C y m b als.  T w o  r o u n d e d m et al  i n
str u m e nts, al m ost fl at or  c o n e d, str u c k 
t o g et h er.

Ot h er  i nstr u m e nts m e nti o n e d  i n t h e 
Bi bl e  w er e  t h e d ul ci m er  (s o m e t hi n k it 
w as  p ossi bl y  a  b a g pi p e,  w hil e  ot h ers  t hi n k 
it w as  a  fl at pi e c e  of  w o o d  o n  w hi c h  w er e  
f ast e n e d t w o stri ps of  w o o d  cr oss e d  b y

Ki n gs 4: 3 2).  D a vi d's c h oir  h a d  2 8 8  v oi c es.  
D a vi d  i n v e nt e d m a n y  of  t h e m usi c al  i n
str u m e nts wit h  w hi c h  Isr a el pr ais e d  G o d  
( A m os 6: 5;  2  Clir o n.  7: 6).  M usi c  i n w or 
s hi p aft er t h e ti m e of  D a vi d  c o nti n u e d  
wit h  S ol o m o n  ( 2 C hr o n.  5: 1 2,  1 3 ； 9: 1 1),  
u n d er  J e h os h a p h at ( 2 0: 2 1, 2 3);  J o as h  
( 2 3: 1 3, 1 8); H e z e ki a h  ( 2 9: 2 7- 3 0); J osi a h 
( 3 5: 1 5, 2 5);E zr a  ( E zr a 2: 4 1; 3: 1 1; 7: 2 4);  
a n d N e h e mi a h  ( N e h. 7: 4 4;  1 0: 2 8).  T h e  
"s o n gs of Zi o n' *  w er e  f a m o us ( Ps a. 1 3 7: 3,  
4). '

T h e  B o o k  of  Ps al ms,  U n g er  s a ys  i n his  
B  i bl e Di cti o n ar y's  "Isr a efs  c oll e cti o n  of  
h y m ns  of  pr ais e  a n d  w ors hi p,  wi d el y  us e d  
i n t e m pl e a n d  s y n a g o g u e w ors hi p. "  T his  
p art  of  t h e Bi bl e  h as  b e e n  p arti c ul arl y  
c h eris h e d  b y  G o d's  p e o pl e  of  e v er y  a g e.  
W h o  h as n,t  h e ar d  of  a n d  l o v e d Ps al m  2 3 ?  
A n d  w h at  of  t h e ot h er  1 4 9 ?  u It w as  n o  
a c ci d e nt  t h at t h e first b o o k  p u blis h e d  i n 
A m eri c a  w as  a  tr a nsl ati o n of  Ps al ms.  T h e  
Ps al ms  a p pl y  t o e v er y  m o o d  a n d  t o e v er y  
l a n g u a g e of  t h e h u m a n  h e art.  It is t h e 
pr a y er  b o o k  of  J e ws,  C at h oli cs,  a n d  Pr ot 
est a nts  ali k e... it is t h e m usi c  of  h e a v e n "  
( T h e K e y  t o t h e Ps al ms,  S yl v est er  V er n o n  
Willi a ms).

T h e  a n ci e nt H e br e w  n a m e  t e hillir n 
m e a ns  s o n gs of  pr ais e,  or  h y m ns.  T h e  
w or d  Ps al ms  fr o m t h e Gr e e k  m e a ns  
" m usi c o n  stri n g  i nstr u m e nts, " or  "s o n gs 
a d a pt e d  t o s u c h m usi c. "

T h er e  ar e  1 5 0  Ps al ms  arr a n g e d  i n fi v e 
b o o ks  ( 1- 4 1; 4 2- 7 2;  7 3- 8 9;  9 0- 1 0 6;  a n d  
1 0 7- 1 5 0).  S e v e nt y-t hr e e  of  t h es e ps al ms  
ar e  as cri b e d  t o D a vi d  i n t h e titl es. D a vi d  
is c all e d  "t h e  s w e et ps al mist  of  Isr a el " ( 2 
S a m.  2 3: 1).  Ot h er  a ut h ors w er e  M os es  
( 9 0); S ol o m o n  ( 7 2, 1 2 7);  H er n a n  ( 8 8); 
Et h a n  ( 8 9); t h e S o ns  of K or a h  ( 4 2, 4 4- 4 9, 
8 4,  8 5,  8 7);  As a p h  ( 1 2 ps al ms);  w hil e  
f ort y- ni n e ar e a n o n y m o us. E zr a,  w h o  
pr o b a bl y  wr ot e  Ps al m  1 1 9,is  v er y  p ossi 
bl y  t h e c o m pil er  of  t h e Ps al ms.  H e  " w as  a  
r e a d y s cri b e  [s kill e d writ er  a n d  c o m pil er]  
i n t h e l a w of  M os es ”  ( E zr a 7: 6).  I n T h e  
K e y  t o t h e Ps al ms,  s p e ci al  c o m m e nts  ar e  
gi v e n  of  Ps al m  1 1 9.  N oti c e  t h e w o n d erf ul  
or d er  of  t his Ps al m.  It is arr a n g e d wit h  
ei g ht  v ers es  u n d er  e a c h  l ett er of  t h e H e 
br e w  al p h a b et.  It is a  ps al m  of  p ers o n al  
e x p eri e n c e  wit h  G o d  b y  o n e  w h o  h at es  si n 
a n d  l o v es G o d,s  W or d  a n d  ri g ht e o us n ess. 
It is b e a utif ul  a n d  m aj esti c,  e n di n g  wit h  a
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1 2.  Ps al m  1 1 8: 2 6.  M essi a h  w o ul d  ri d e 
tri u m p h a ntl y i nt o J er us al e m w hil e  t h e 
p e o pl es a n g  o ut,  " Bl ess e d  is h e  t h at c o m et h 
i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L or d. "  M att h e w  2 1: 9;  
M ar k  1 1: 9.

1 3.  Ps al m  4 1: 9; 5 5: 1 2- 1 4.  M essi a h  
w o ul d  b e  b etr a y e d  b y  a  cl os e  fri e n d.

" Mi n e o w n f a mili ar fri e n d, i n 
w h o m  I tr ust e d, w hi c h  di d  e at of  m y  
br e a d,  h at h  lift e d u p  his  h e el  a g ai nst  m e. "

"It w as  n ot  a n e n e m y t h at r e
pr o a c h e d  m e;  t h e n I c o ul d  h a v e  b or n e  it; 
n eit h er  w as  it h e  t h at h at e d  m e  t h at di d  
m a g nif y  hi ms elf  a g ai nst  m e...  b ut  it w as  
t h o u, a m a n  mi n e  e q u al, m y  g ui d e,  a n d  
mi n e  a c q u ai nt a n c e. "  J o/ vi 7 3.- 7 7, 2 7, - L u k e 
2 2: 4 8;  M ar k  1 4: 1 0,  1 8;  M att h e w  2 6: 2 1,  
2 3, 2 4,  2 5.

1 4.  Ps al m  6 9: 1 6- 2 0.  M essi a h's  h e art  
w o ul d  b e  br o k e n;  H e  w o ul d  b e  f ull of  
h e a vi n ess.  M att h e w  2 6: 3 7- 3 9.  H e  " b e g a n  
t o b e  v er y  s o n o wf ul a n d  v er y  h e a v y. ... 
M y  s o ul is e x c e e di n g s orr o wf ul, e v e n  
u nt o  d e at h. "  M ar k  1 4: 3 3, 3 4;  L u k e  2 2: 4 4:  
" B ei n g i n a n  a g o n y  h e  pr a y e d  m or e  e ar 
n estl y:  a n d  his  s w e at  w as  as  it w er e  gr e at  
dr o ps  of  bl o o d  f alli n g t o t h e gr o u n d.' 1

1 5.  Ps al m  2 7: 1 2; 3 5: 1 1. F als e  wit 
n ess es  w o ul d  li e a b o ut Hi m.  M att h e w  
2 6: 5 9,  6 0.

1 6.  Ps al m  2 2: 1 6.  " T h e y pi er c e d  m y  
h a n ds  a n d m y  f e et. " M essi a h  w o ul d  b e  
cr u cifi e d. M att h e w  2 7: 3 5;  M ar k  1 5: 2 4,  
2 5;  L u k e  2 3: 3 3;  J o h n 1 9: 1 5- 1 8,  2 0,  2 3;  
Z e c h ari a h  1 2: 1 0.

1 7.  Ps al m  2 2: 1 7.  T h e y  st ar e d at  Hi m.  
M att h e w  2 7: 3 6.

1 8.  Ps al m  2 2: 7,  8.  T h e y  m o c k e d  Hi m  
a n d  r e vil e d Hi m.  Ps al m  1 0 9: 2 5;  M att h e w  
2 7: 3 9- 4 3;  M ar k  1 5: 2 9- 3 2;  L u k e  2 3: 3 5,  
3 6.

1 9.  Ps al m  2 2: 1 8.  T h e y  p art e d  His  g ar 
m e nts  a m o n g  t h e m a n d  c ast  l ots f or His  
c o at.  M att h e w  2 7: 3 5;  M ar k  1 5: 2 4;  J o h n  
1 9: 2 3, 2 4.

2 0.  Ps al m  6 9: 2 1.  M essi a h  w o ul d  b e  
v er y  t hirst y. J o h n  1 9: 2 8.

2 1.  Ps al m  6 9: 2 1.  T h e y  w o ul d  gi v e  
Hi m  g all  a n d  vi n e g ar  t o dri n k.  M att h e w  
2 7: 3 4,  4 8;  M ar k  1 5: 2 3,  3 6;  L u k e  2 3: 3 6;  
J o h n 1 9: 2 9,  3 0.  At  first H e  w o ul d  n ot  
dri n k,  b ut  l at er H e  di d.

2 2.  Ps al m  3 1: 5.  H e  c o m mitt e d His  
s pirit t o G o d.  L u k e  2 3: 4 6.

2 3.  Ps al m  1 6: 1 0.  M essi a h  w o ul d  di e.

of  Hi m  w h o  is o ur  L or d  a n d  S a vi or,  t h e 
s h e p h er d of  t h e s h e e p, t h e br e a d  of  lif e, 
t h e o n e  w h o  t o d a y gi v es  us  str e n gt h a n d  

.. o m orr o w will  bri n g  et er n al lif e t o us  at  
5 h e  r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d.  V ers es  it ali

ci z e d i n t h e f oll o wi n g r ef er e n c es m e a n  
t h at t his is a  w or d-f or- w or d  q u ot e  fr o m 
Ps al ms.  W e  h a v e  tri e d t o p ut  t h e m i n 
c hr o n ol o gi c al  or d er.

1.  Ps al m  2: 2,  7,  1 2.  B or n  t h e S o n  of  
G o d,  t h e A n oi nt e d  O n e.  M att h e w  3: 1 7.  
A cts  1 3: 3 3;  H e br e ws  1 : 5; 5: 5;  J o h n  1: 1 4;  
3: 1 6.  T h o u  art  m y  S o n.  I h a v e  b e g ott e n  
t h e e.

2.  Ps al m  1 3 2: 1 1.  B or n  of  m a n ki n d  of  
t h e s e e d  of D a vi d.  A cts  1 3: 2 3;  L u k e  1 : 3 2; 
M att h e w  1: 1;  R o m a ns  1: 3.

3.  Ps al m  4 0: 6- 8. 1  c o m e  t o d o  t h y will,  
O  G o d.  H e br e ws] 0: 5- 9.  J es us  al w a ys  di d  
His  F at h er's  will.  J o h n  4: 3 4;  L u k e  2 2: 4 2.

4.  Ps al m  9 1: 1 1,  1 2.  I n J es us' t e m pt a
ti o n b y  t h e d e vil,  t h e d e vil  us e d  t his p as 
s a g e  t o t e m pt J es us  t o si n,  b ut  J es us  c o u n 
t er e d wit h  ar g u m e nt  fr o m a n ot h er  s cri p
t ur e.

5.  Ps al m  1 6: 1 0.  J es us w as  t h e H ol y  
O n e  of  w hi c h  D a vi d  s p o k e. M ar k  1: 2 4;  
A cts  3: 1 4;  2: 2 7;  1 3: 3 5.
， Ps al m  1 6: 1 0.  J es us w o ul d  b e  h ol y,  
wit h o ut  si n,  a n d  fill e d wit h  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  
J o h n 8: 4 6;  2  C ori nt hi a ns  5: 2 1;  1 P et er  
2: 2 2;  J o h n 3: 3 4.

6.  Ps al m  6 9: 9.  H e  w o ul d  h a v e  a  gr e at  
z e al  f or G o d.  Ps al m  1 1 9: 1 3 9;  J o h n  2. 7 7.

7.  Ps al m  7 8: 1, 2.  H e  w o ul d  t e a c h t h e 
W or d  of  G o d  b y  usi n g  p ar a bl es.  M att h e w  
1 3: 1 0- 1 7, 3 5;  Ps al m  4 9: 4.

8.  Ps al m  1 1 8: 2 2, 2 3.  H e  w as  t h e St o n e
t h e b uil d ers  r ef us e d.  : 4 2,• M or/:
1 2: 1 0, 1 1;  L u k e  2 0: 1 7;  A cts  4: 1 1; 1  P et er  
2: 4,  6, 7.  E p h esi a ns  2: 2 0.

9.  Ps al m  3 5: 1 9;  6 9: 4.  Isr a el h at e d  C hrist  
wit h o ut  a  c a us e.  J o h n  1 5: 2 5.

Ps al m  2 2: 6- 8. H e  w o ul d  b e  d e 
s pis e d, t h us r ej e ct e d. J o h n 1: 1 1.

Ps al m  2: 1- 3.  E v e n  aft er  His  as c e n 
si o n,  Isr a el g at h er e d  t o g et h er a g ai nst  Hi m.  
A cts  4: 2 5- 2 8.

1 0.  Ps al m  2 2: 1.  E v e n  G o d  w o ul d  f or
s a k e Hi m  as  H e  b e c a m e  Si n  P ers o nifi e d  
o n  t h e cr oss.  M att h e w 2 7: 4 6; M ar k  1 5 : 3 4.

1 1.  Ps al m  6 9: 8.  H e  w o ul d  b e c o m e  a  
t etr a n g er t o His  br et hr e n,  a n d a n  ali e n  t o 
^ His  m ot h er's  c hil dr e n. J o h n 7: 5;  M ar k
3: 2 1.  " H e  is b esi d e  hi ms elf *  (i ns a n e).

M att h e w  2 7: 5 0; M ar k  1 5: 3 7; L u k e 2 3: 4 6;  
J o h n 1 9: 3 0,  3 3.

2 4.  Ps al m  3 8: 1 1;  8 8: 8.  His  fri e n ds a n d  
ki ns m e n  w o ul d  st a n d af ar  off.  M att h e w  
2 7: 5 5;  M ar k  1 5: 4 0, 4 1;  L u k e  2 3: 4 9.

2 5.  Ps al m  3 4: 2 0.  N ot  o n e  of  His  b o n es  
w o ul d  b e  br o k e n.  J o h n 1 9: 3 6.

2 6.  Ps al m  6 9: 9.  “ T h e  i ns ults of  t h os e 
w h o  i ns ult t h e e h a v e  f all e n o n  m e "  ( NI V). 
' T h e p u nis h m e nt  d u e  t o t h e wi c k e d,  w h o,  
b y  t h eir s p e e c h es a n d a cti o ns, h a d  dis
h o n o ur e d  G o d,  w as  l ai d o n  m e  [ C hrist] " 
( B e ns o n C o m m.).  T h e  si ns of  all w h o  
h a v e dis h o n or e d G o d  w er e  l ai d o n  
M essi a h.  R o m a ns  1 5: 3; 1 C ori nt hi a ns  
1 5: 3.

2 7.  Ps al m  1 6: 8- 1 1.  G o d  w o ul d  r es ur
r e ct M essi a h  t o Et er n al  Lif e.  H e  w o ul d  
n e v er  c orr u pt. Ps al m  7 2: 1 5;  " H e s h all 
li v e. " A cts  2: 2 3, 2 4, 2 5- 2 7, 2 9, 3 0, 3/,  3 2;  
1 3: 3 0- 3 7, 3 5.

2 8.  Ps al m  1 1 0: 1,  5. M essi a h  w o ul d  
as c e n d  t o sit  at  G o d's  ri g ht h a n d.  M att h e w  
2 6: 6 4;  M ar k  1 2: 3 6;  1 4: 6 2;  1 6: 1 9 ； L u k e  
2 0: 4 2,  4 3;  2 4: 5 1;  A cts  2: 3 4,  3 5;  7: 5 5;  
R o m a ns  8: 3 4;  E p h esi a ns  1 : 2 0; C ol ossi a ns 
3: 1;  H e br e ws  1: 3,  1 3;  8: 1;  1 0: 1 2;  1 2: 2;  
D a ni el  7: 1 3.

2 9.  Ps al m  6 8: 1 8.  H e  l e d c a pti v e  t h at 
w hi c h  h a d  p ut  m e n  i nt o c a pti vit y  a n d  g a v e  
gifts  t o m e n.  E p h esi a ns  4: 8.

3 0.  Ps al m  1 1 0: 4.  M essi a h  w as  t o b e  a  
pri est  f or e v er aft er t h e or d er  of  M el-  
c his e d e k. H e  w o ul d  i nt er c e d e f or His  
p e o pl e  wit h  G o d.  H e br e ws  5: 6;  6: 2 0;  
7: 1 7;  R o m a ns  8: 3 4, 2 6, 2 7;  H e br e ws  7 : 2 5; 
9: 2 4;  1 J o h n  2: 1.

3 1.  Ps al m  1 1 0: 1, 2.  M essi a h  w o ul d  b e  
at  G o d's  ri g ht h a n d  u ntil  t h e ti m e c o m es  
f or G o d  t o s e n d  Hi m  b a c k  t o e art h  t o m a k e  
His  e n e mi es  His  f o otst o ol, a n d  r ul e o v er  
t h e mfr o m Zi o n. Ps al m  1 0 2: 1 6;  A cts 3: 1 9-  
2 1;  C ol ossi a ns  3: 1- 4;  A cts  1: 1 1.

3 2.  Ps al m  1 3 2: 1 1.  G o d  will  gi v e  M es 
si a h t h e t hr o n e of  His  f at h er D a vi d.  2  
S a m u el  7: 1 2,  1 3;  L u k e  1: 3 2;  A cts  2: 2 9,  
3 0;  R e v el ati o n  3: 7.

3 3.  Ps al m  4 5: 6.  " T h y  t hr o n e, O  G o d,  is 
f or e v er a n d e v er. *' H e br e ws  1: 8.  T h e 
w or d  " G o d "  h er e  m e a ns  d eit y,  t h at w hi c h  
is di vi n e,  a n  o bj e ct  of  w ors hi p.  M essi a h  
w as  t o b e c o m e  di vi n e  li k e His  F at h er  
w h e n  H e  r ul e d u p o n  His  t hr o n e.

3 4.  Ps al m  2: 6- 9.  G o d  will  s et  His  Ki n g  
o n  t h e h ol y  hill  of Zi o n,  H e  will  gi v e  Hi m
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J e s u s  h a d  a  

d o u bl e  cl ai m  t o 

Ki n g  D a vi d' s  

t hr o n e.

b y  P ast or  E d  G ott  
N ort h  T o n a w a n d a,  N Y

t h e h e at h e n  f or His  i n h erit a n c e, a n d  t h e 
e a n h  f or His  p oss essi o n.  H e  will  r ul e t h e 
n ati o ns  wit h  a  r o d of  ir o n. M att h e w  1 9: 2 8;  
2 5: 3 1- 3 4, 4 0;  R e v el ati o n  1: 5;  1 1: 1 5;  1 2: 5;  
1 7: 1 4;  1 9: 1 5;  J er e mi a h 2 3: 5.  T h e  Ki n g  
s h all e x e c ut e  j u d g m e nt a n d  j usti c e i n t h e 
e art h.  Is ai a h 2: 2- 4.  H e  will  t e a c h t h e n a 
ti o ns r e m ai ni n g aft er Ar m a g e d d o n  t h e 
w a y  of  G o d.

3 5.  Ps al m  4 5: 9,  1 1,  1 3,  1 4.  M essi a h  
w o ul d  h a v e  a  Bri d e,  a  Q u e e n.  R e v el ati o n  
1 9: 7;  2 1: 9.

3 6.  Ps al m  2: 1 2.  " Kiss t h e S o n,  l est h e  
b e  a n gr y  a n d  y e  p eris h. ... Bl ess e d  ar e  all  
t h e y t h at p ut  t h eir tr ust i n hi m. "

W e  ar e as k e d t o a c c e pt Isr a el's 
M essi a h  as  o ur  S a vi or  a n d  l o v e Hi m  a n d  
tr ust Hi m.  A cts  4: 1 2;  2: 3 8;  R e v el ati o n  
3: 2 0;  R o m a ns  1 0: 9, 1 0;  A cts  1 3: 3 8, 3 9.

C o n cl usi o n
If t h e w orl d  h a d  o nl y  t h e Ps al ms,  a n d

I B L E S T U D E N T S  C L A S SI F Y  
Is ai a h,  J er e mi a h,  E z e ki el,  a n d  D a ni el  
as  t h e M aj or  Pr o p h ets.  It is writt e n  
t h at " h ol y  m e n  of  G o d  s p a k e  as  t h e y 

w er e  m o v e d  b y  t h e H ol y  G h ost "  ( 2 P et.  1: 2 1 b).  
T h es e  m e n  ass u m e d  t h at t h eir M essi a ni c  pr o p h e 
ci es w er e  all t o b e  f ulfill e d at M essi a h's  first 
c o mi n g.  T h e y  di d  n ot  s e e t h at t h e C h ur c h  A g e  
w o ul d  i nt er v e n e b et w e e n  t h e cr oss  (s uff eri n gs of  
C hrist)  a n d t h e cr o w n (t h e gl or y  t h at s h o ul d 
f oll o w).

It is o ur  p ur p os e  t o tr a c e t h e pr o p h e ci es  of  t h e 
M essi a h's  first c o mi n g  t hr o u g h t h e M aj or  Pr o p h 
ets  a n d  d e m o nstr at e  t h at t h e y t estif y t o His  s e c o n d  
c o mi n g a n d affir m G o d's  ass ur a n c e t h at t h eir

all t h e ot h er  Ol d  T est a m e nt  b o o ks  w er e  
l ost, w e  c o ul d  still u n d erst a n d  w h o  G o d's  
M essi a h ―  a vi or — w o ul d  b e:  w h at  ki n d  
of  M a n  H e  w o ul d  b e,  m a n y  t hi n gs t h at 
w o ul d  h a p p e n  t o Hi m,  h o w  H e  w o ul d  t a k e 
o ur  r e pr o a c h es u p o n  Hi ms elf,  h o w  H e  
w o ul d  di e,  b e  r es urr e ct e d b y  His  F at h er,  
as c e n d t o G o d's  ri g ht h a n d  t o i nt er c e d e 
f or His p e o pl e,  a n d  c o m e  a g ai n  t o e art h  as  
Ki n g  of  e art h,  li vi n g f or e v er h er e  o n  e art h  
wit h  His  Q u e e n,  His  p e o pl e  i n t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  i n ri g ht e o us n ess a n d  p e a c e.

T h e  i ns pir e d N e w  T est a m e nt  writ ers  
w er e  gi v e n  u n d erst a n di n g  t h at c ert ai n  
Ps al ms  s p o k e  of  t h e M essi a h,  a n d  i n t ur n 
h a v e  t ol d us,  " T his is t h at w hi c h  w as  
s p o k e n b y  t h e pr o p h et. "

H a vi n g  t h er ef or e u  n d erst a n d  i n g  of  t his 
gr e at  a n d w o n d erf ul  h ol y  S o n  of  G o d,  
h o w  o ur  li v es will  c h a n g e,  h o w  w e  will  
s e e k  His  ri g ht e o us n ess wit h  all  o ur h e arts,

m ess a g es  of  a M essi a ni c  a g e will  b e  f ulfill e d 
t hr o u g h J es us, t h e C hrist  of  G o d.  O ur  t h o u g hts 
will  b e  f o c us e d o n  c ert ai n  k e y  p ass a g es  fr o m t h e 
M aj or  Pr o p h ets  a n d  a d diti o n al s cri pt ur es will  b e  
list e d f or f urt h er c o nsi d er ati o n. W ell  di d  J es us 
s a y, r ef erri n g t o t h e S cri pt ur es,  " T h e y ar e t h e y 
w hi c h  t estif y of  m e "  (J o h n 5: 3 9).

I S AI A H D E C L A R E S  
M E S SI A H' S  C O MI N G

Is ai a h h er al d e d  a  c all  t o r e p e nt a n c e t o a  si nf ul 
Isr a el wit h  t his e ntr e at y,  " L et  us  r e as o n t o g et h er, 
s ait h t h e L O R D:  t h o u g h y o ur  si ns b e  as  s c arl et, 
t h e y s h all b e  as  w hit e  as  s n o w; t h o u g h t h e y b e  r e 4 
li k e cri ms o n,  t h e y s h all b e  as w o ol "  (Is a. 1: 1 8).

a n d h a v e  as o ur  s ust ai ni n g h o p e  t h at 
Ki n g d o m  t o c o m e  t h at H e  will  est a blis h  
h er e  o n  e art h  w h e n  H e  r et ur ns.

P a ul  e x pl ai ns w ell  t his c h a n g e, t hisi 
n e w  w a y  ofli vi n g  t hr o u g h lif e wit h  C hrist "  
i n us  w h e n  h e  s a ys, " S e e w h at  t his g o dl y  
s orr o w h as  pr o d u c e d  i n y o u:  w h at  e ar 
n est n ess,  w h at  e a g er n ess t o cl e ar  y o ur 
s el v es,  w h ati n di g n ati o n,  w h at  al ar m,  w h at  
l o n gi n g, w h at  c o n c er n,  w h at  r e a di n ess t o 
s e e  j usti c e d o n e "  ( 2 C or.  7: 1 1,  NI V).

T his  arti cl e  c a n  b e  us e d  as  a  d ail y  st u d y 
g ui d e  t o s e e a n d  r elis h o ur  M essi a h  as  H e  
is s e e n  i n t h e Ps al nis.  If w e  w o ul d  c o n c e n 
tr at e e a c h  d a y  o n  t hr e e p oi nts  a b o ut  C hrist  
i n t h e Ps al ms,  at  t h e e n d  of  t h e m o nt h  w e  
w o ul d  b e  m u c h  ri c h er i n s pirit u alit y a n d  
i n k n o wi n g  b ett er  o ur  L or d  a n d  S a vi or.  
E nj o y  y o ur  r e a di n g a n d  p o n d eri n g! %
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Isr a el's hist or y  r a n ks of  r e b elli o n, dis o b e 
di e n c e,  a n d  its ulti m at e  s c att eri n g  a m o n g  
t h e n ati o ns.  G o d's  pr o p h ets  c o nti n u all y  
pr o cl ai m e d  t h e c o mi n g  of  a  b ett er  d a y  i n 
|t h c gl o o m  of  j u d g m e nts.

M essi a ni c  Pr o p h e ci es

I n d e cl ari n g  M essi a h's  birt h,  Is ai a h 
pr o p h esi e d,  " F or  u nt o  us  a  c hil d  is b o m,  
u nt o  us  a  s o n  is gi v e n:  a n d  t h e g o v er n m e nt  
s h all b e  u p o n  his  s h o ul d er: a n d  his  n a m e  
s h all b e  c all e d W o n d erf ul,  C o u ns ell or,  
T h e  mi g ht y  G o d,  T h e  e v erl asti n g  F at h er,  
T h e  Pri n c e  of  P e a c e.  Of  t h e i n cr e as e of  his  
g o v er n m e nt  a n d  p e a c e  t h er e s h all b e  n o  
e n d,  u p o n  t h e t hr o n e of  D a vi d,  a n d  u p o n  
his  ki n g d o m,  t o or d er  it, a n d  t o est a blis h  it 
wit h  j u d g m e nt a n d  j usti c e fr o m h e n c e 
f ort h e v e n  f or e v er.  T h e  z e al  of  t h e L O R D  
of h osts  will  p erf or m  t his " (Is a. 9: 6, 7).  N o  
C hristi a n  will  dis p ut e  t h e a p pli c ati o n  of  
t his pr o p h e c y  t o t h e M essi a h.

It is G o d's  pl a n  t o f ulfill t his pr o p h e c y  
i n its e ntir et y  t hr o u g h His  S o n ’s s e c o n d 
c o mi n g  a n d  t h e c o ns e q u e nt  ',r estit uti o n of  
all  t hi n gs, w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n b y  t h e 
m o ut h  of  all his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e 
w orl d  b e g a n "  ( A cts 3: 2 1  b).  T h e  pr o p h e c y  
of  G o d's  ki n g d o m  r est or e d o n  e art h,  r ul e d 
b y  His  a n oi nt e d, will  c o ns ur m n al c His  
u n c o n diti o n al  c o v e n a nt wit h  A br a h a m.  
G o d  is c o m mitt e d  t o est a blis hi n g  a  t h e o
cr ati c ki n g d o m  w h er e  P ar a dis e  will  b e  
r est or e d. Is ai a h als o  f or e c ast c h a n g es i n 
t h e a ni m al ki n g d o m  a n d  t h e e art h  its elf. 
(Is a. 3 5.)  T h es e  pr o p h e ci es ar e pl ai n,  
p ositi v e,  a n d  c ert ai n  of  f ulfill m e nt. T h er e  
is n o  s y m b olis m or  r o o m f or s pirit u al
i zi n g t h e w or ds  of  Is ai a h 1 1: 1- 1 2;  3 5: 1-  
1 0;  5 1: 3;  6 5: 2 5.

Vi r gi n  Bi rt h

I n o n e  of  Isr a el's d ar k er  d a ys,  Ki n g  
A h a z  w as  c o mf ort e d b y  Is ai a h. G o d,s  
pr o p h et  d e cl ar e d,  * * H e ar  y e  n o w,  O  h o us e  
of  D a vi d;  Is it a s m all t hi n g f or y o u  t o 
w e ar y  m e n,  b ut  will  y e  w e ar y  m y  G o d  
als o ? T h er ef or e  t h e L or d  hi ms elf  s h all 
gi v e  y o u  a  si g n; B e h ol d,  a vir gi n  s h all 
c o n c ei v e,  a n d  b e ar  a  s o n,  a n d  s h all  c all  his  
n a m e  I m m a n u el " (Is a. 7: 1 4).  T his  pr o p h 
e c y is o n e  of  m a n y  h a vi n g  d u al  f ulfill
m e nt.  It h a d  c o m pl eti o n  i n b ot h  M ar y  a n d  
a y o u n g  w o m a n  i n Is ai a h's ti m e. T his  
pr o p h e c y  is q u ot e d  as b ei n g  f ulfill e d i n 
M att h e w  1: 2 3. M att h e w's  r ef er e n c e t o 
J es us' birt h  d e cl ar es, * * W h e n  as  his  m ot h er  
M ar y  w as  es p o us e d t o J os e p h, b ef or e  
t h e y c ai n e  t o g et h er, s h e w as  f o u n d wit h  
c hil d of  t h e H ol y  G h ost "  ( M att. 1: 1 8).  
J es us h a d  a n  e art hl y  m ot h er,  b ut  H e  di d  
n ot  h a v e  a n  e art hl y  f at h er. T h e  aii g el of  
G o d  t ol d M ar y,  " B e h ol d, t h o u s h all c o n 
c ei v e  i n t h y w o m b,  a n d  bri n g  f ort h a  s o n, 

s h alt c all  his  n a m e  J E S U S. ... T h e  
H ol y  G h ost  s h all  c o m e  u p o n  t h e e, a n d  t h e 
p o w er  of  t h e Hi g h est  s h all o v ers h a d o w  
t h e e: tli cr ef or e als o  t h at h ol y  t hi n g w hi c h  
s h all b e  b o m  of  di c e  s h all b e  c all e d  t h e 
S o n  of G o d,,  ( L u k e 1: 3 1, 3 5).

P a ul  t h e a p ostl e  pr o cl ai m e d  t h e vir gi n  
birt h. " W h e n t h e f ul n ess of  ti m e w as  
c o m e,  G o d  s e nt f ort h his  S o n,  m a d e  of  a  
w o m a n,  m a d e  u n d er  t h e l a w " ( G al. 4: 4).

J E R E MI A H  P R O C L AI M S  
M E S SI A H' S  C O MI N G

G o d  or d ai n e d  J er e mi a h a pr o p h et  t o 
t h e n ati o ns  a n d  J u d a h i n p arti c ul ar.  H e  
d e cl ar e d  G o d's  i m p e n di n g j u d g m e nt a n d  
r ej e cti o n of  J u d a h.

W h o  Els e  B ut  J es us ?

Is ai a h 5 3  s k et c h es t h e s uff eri n gs a n d  
e x alt ati o n  of  t h e s er v a nt  as  " a  l a m b t o t h e 
sl a u g ht er,  a n d  as  a  s h e e p  b ef or e  h er  s h e ar
ers  is d u m b,  s o  h e  o p e n e d  n ot  his  m o ut h "  
( v. 7).  T his  p ortr ait  of  J es us  pr o cl ai ms  t h e 
d esi g n  of  His  d e at h  ( v. 4).  W h o  els e  w as  
w o u n d e d  f or o ur  tr a ns gr essi o ns a n d  
br uis e d  f or o ur  i ni q uiti es, if n ot  J es us ? 
T h e  N e w T est a m e nt  st or y  of  t h e E v a n g el 
ist P hili p  a n d  t h e Et hi o pi a n  e u n u c h  c o n 
si d ers t his s cri pt ur e a n d  its f ulfill m e nt i n 
J es us ( A cts 8: 2 6- 3 9.)  As  a r es ult, t h e 
e u n u c h  a c c e pt e d  J es us as  his  S a vi or,  w as  
b a pti z e d,  a n d  w e nt  o n  his  w a y  r ej oi ci n g. 
W e  w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o c o nsi d er  t his e x 
a m pl e.  C o nsi d er  Is ai a h 2: 3, 4;  2 6: 1 9- 2 1;  
2 8: 1 6;  4 0: 1- 5; 5 0: 6; 5 9: 2 0;  6 1 ； 6 2: 1 1;  
6 3: 1- 6;  6 5: 1 7- 2 5.

J es us' birt h.  J es us,  b ei n g  t h e s e e d  of  D a vi d  
a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h, h a d  a  ri g htf ul cl ai m  
t o t h e t hr o n e of  D a vi d.  ( R o m. 1: 3.)  I n a  
tr u er s e ns e t h e t hr o n e of  D a vi d  w as  als o  
c all e d  "t h e  tlir o n e of  t h e L O R D''  ( 1 C hr o n.  
2 9: 2 3).  T h e  f a ct t h at J es us is t h e S o n  of  
G o d,  b e g ott e n  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit,  m a k es  
Hi m  山 e  ri g htf ul h eir  i n a  m or e  si g nifi c a nt  
s e ns e.

T h e  r es urr e cti o n of  J es us C hrist  f ur
t h er t estifi es t o His  M essi a hs hi p  a n d  ri g ht 
t o sit  o n  t h e t hr o n e of  D a vi d,  ( A cts 2: 2 9-  
3 6.)  Isr a el l o n g e d f or t h e c o mi n g  M essi a h  
a n d  G o d  pl a n n e d  Isr a e Ps r est or ati o n a n d  
its a c c o m plis h m e nt t hr o u g h J es us' s e c
o n d  c o mi n g.  ( R o m. 1 1 : 2 6, 2 7.)  G o d  f ur
t h er pl a n n e d  t h at s al v ati o n f or t h e G e n 
til es w o ul d  c o m e  t hr o u g h J es us C hrist.  
( R o m. 1 1: 1 1- 1 5.)

U A  Ri g ht e o us  B r a n c h "

J er e mi a h  pr o p h esi e d.  liT h e  d a ys  c o m e . 
s ait h t h e L O R D,  t h at I will  r ais e u ni o

St a rtli n g  W or ds

I n t h e mi dst  of  t h es e a n n o u n c e m e nts  
h e  i n cl u d e d t h es e st artli n g w or ds,  “ T h e  
L O R D  h at h  cr e at e d  a n e w  t hi n g i n t h e 
e art h,  A  w o m a n  s h all c o m p ass a m a n "  
(J er. 3 1: 2 2 b).  T h e  f a ct t h at a  m a n- c hil d  is 
e nf ol d e d  i n t h e w o m b  of  a  w o m a n  is n ot  
n e w.  H er e,  h o w e v er,  is t h e str o n g i m pli
c ati o n  t h at t his e v e nt  is a  s p e ci al, s u p er 
n at ur al,  cr e ati v e  a ct  of  G o d.  I b eli e v e  it 
l o o ks f ar b e y o n d  t h e i m m e di at e f ut ur e 
a n d  i n c or p or at es e v e nts  t o b e  r e v e al e d i n 
G o d's  u nf ol di n g  p ur p os e.  T his  s cri pt ur e  
c o ul d  b e  o n e  of  m a n y  w hi c h  i n v ol v es a n  
i m m e di at e f ulfill m e nt i n t h e r el ati o ns hi p 
of  Isr a el wit h  G o d  a n d  its f ull er r e ali z a
ti o n i n t h e mir a c ul o us  vir gi n  birt h  ofJ cs us  
as  t h e a n oi nt e d  of  G o d.  It is i m p ort a nt t h at 
t his pr o p h e c y  w as  gi v e n  i n t h e c o nt e xt  of  
t h e s c att eri n g  a n d  r est or ati o n of  Isr a el a n d 
m or e  i m p ort a ntl y i n t h e b a c k gr o u n d  of  
t h e pr o p h e c y  of  G o d's  n e w  c o v e n a nt  wit h  
L h c  w h ol e  n ati o n  of  Isr a el.

Li n e a g e  of  D a vi d

T h e  mir a c ul o us  birt h  of  C hrist  f ul
fill e d Is ai a h's pr o p h e c y.  J os e p h  a n d  M ar y  
w er e  d es c e n d a nts  of Ki n g  D a vi d.  J os e p h's  
a n c est or w as  D a vi d's  s o n S ol o m o n;  
M ar y's  d es c e nt  w as  t hr o u g h D a vi d's  s o n 
N atli a n,  ( M att. 1: 1- 1 7; L u k e  3: 2 3- 3 8.)  
J es us  h a d  a  d o u bl e  cl ai m  t o Ki n g  D a vi d's  
t hr o n e. E v er y  d e v o ut  J e w k n e w  t h at G o d  
h a d  pr o mis e d  t h at t h e M essi a h  w o ul d  b e  
of  t h e li n e a g e of  D a vi d.  T h e  g e n e al o gi c al  
t a bl e w as  n e c ess ar y  t o c ertif y J es us' 

^ ^I cssi a hs hi p.  Hist or y's  t a p estr y is w o v e n  
山  t h e t hr e a ds fr o m t h e l o o m of  G o d  i n
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T h e  Mill e n ni al  T e m pl e

T h e  Pri estl y  w or k  of  Lli c  M essi a h  is Ui c  
cli m a x of  E z e ki el's  pr o p h e c y  of  t h e vi 
si o n  of  t h e Mill e n ni al  T e m pl e  ( A cts 1 5: 1 3,

D a vi d  a ri g ht e o us Br a n c h,  a n d a Ki n g  
s h all r ei g n a n d  pr os p er,  a n d  s h all e x e c ut e  
j u d g m e nt a n d  j usti c e i n t h e e art h. I n his  
d a ys  J u d a h  s h all b e  s a v e d, a n d  Isr a el s h all 
d w ell  s af el y;  a n d  t his is his  n a m e  w h er e b y  
h e  s h all b e  c all e d, T H E  L O R D  O U R  
RI G H T E O U S N E S S ”  (J cr. 2 3: 5, 6).  Tliis  
s cri pt ur e  is d e n ot e d  as  di e  M essi a ni c  h o p e.  
J er e mi a h  als o  h er al ds  its m ess a g e  i n J er e
mi a h  3 0: 8. 9  a n d  3 8: 1 5- 1 7.

p or at c  G o d's  f or gi v e n ess oflsr a cl's  i ni q
uit y.  J es us di e d  f or t h e w h ol e  h o us e h ol d  
of  Isr a el as  w ell  as  G e ntil es.  T h e  bl o o d  of  
J es us s h e d o n  C al v ar y's  Cr oss  f or g es di e  
f o u n d ati o n of  t his n e w  c o v e n a nt. It will  
n ot  b e r e ali z e d u ntil  G o d  h as  eff e ct e d  
Isr a el's s al v ati o n a n d r est or ati o n t o t h e 
pr o mis e d l a n d. (J cr. 3 2: 3 7- 4 4; R o m.  
1 1: 2 6, 2 7.) T his  r est or ati o n r e q uir es 
Isr a el's s pirit u al r c birtli, r e g e n er at e d b y  
J es us' s e c o n d c o mi n g.  J er e mi a h t al ks i n 
l h e s h ort t er m of  a  lit er al, p h ysi c al  c a pti v 
it y a n d  r et ur n fr o m B a b yl o n.  (J cr. 2 5: 9-  
1 4.)  I n t h e l o n g l e n n. h e  pr oj e cts  a n e w  
c o v e n a nt  f or G o d's  p e o pl e  w h o  r cj c ci c d 
His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n.  St u d y  J er e mi a h  
3: 1 4- 1 8;  2 4;  2 9: 1  - 3 3: 2 6.

T h e  E z e ki el  T a bl ets

I n r e c e nt y e ars  a tr e as ur e of  tr e m e n
d o us  ar c h a e ol o gi c al a n d  s pirit u al i m p or- 
l a n c c h as  s urf a c e d  i n J er us al e m k n o w n  as  
t h e E z e ki el  T a bl ets.  T h er e  ar c  si xt y-si x 
m ar bl c- a n d- bl a c k  b as alt  t a bl ets c o nt ai n 
i n g al m ost  t h e c o m pl et e  s cri pt of  E z e ki el  
i ns cri b e d i n b as  r eli ef. T h es e  t a bl ets c o ul d  
b e  of  e q u al  i m p ort a n c e t o t h e dis c o v er y  of  
L h e  D e a d  S e a  S cr olls.  T h e y  ar c  h o us e d  i n 
a  s m all m us e u m  c all e d  Y a d  B e n  Zi v,  t h e 
h o m e  of  l h e s e c o n d  pr esi d e nt  of  Isr a el, t h e 
l at e B e n  Zi v.  S o m e  Isr a eli s c h ol ars c o n 
n e ct e d  wit h  t h e m us e u m  h ol d  t h at t h es e 
l a bl cfs c o ul d  b e  t h e ori gi n al  t a bl ets fr o m 
E z e ki el's  t o m b, cr e at e d b y  t h e pr o p h et  
hi ms elf  or  b y  his  p u pils  aft er his  d e at h.  
T h er e  is m u c h  o n g oi n g  st u d y  c o n c er ni n g  
di es e  t a bl ets.

m ess a g e.  E z e ki el  pr o p h esi e d  G o d's  c ut 
ti n g off  of  Isr a el. "I will  o v ert ur n,  o v er 
t ur n, o v cri u ni  it: a n d  it s h all b e  n o  m or e,  
u ntil  h e  c o m e  w h os e  ri g ht it is; a n d  I will  
gi v e  it hi m "  ( E z e k. 2 1 : 2 7). Itistli c ri g ht of 
M essi a h,  t h e o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d,  
w h o  s h all  as c e n d  t o D a vi d's dir o n e.  ( L u k e 
1 : 31- 3 3;  Is a. 9: 7;  Z e c h.  9: 9,  1 0.)

E z e ki el's  pr o p h e c y  of  a  c o mi n g  M es 
si a h pr o cl ai ms  t h e r est or ati o n of  a  di c o-  
cr ati c ki n g d o m.  I n di e  li g ht of  f ulfill e d 
pr o p h e ci es  of  J es us' first a d v e nt a n d  
pr o p h e ci es  r el ati n g t o t h e r c cst a blis h m c nl 
of  G o d's  ki n g d o m  o n t his e art h, it is 
o b vi o us  lli cr e c a n a n d  will  b e  n o  f ulfill
m e nt  a p art  fr o m di e  p ers o n al  pr es e n c e  of  
J es us  C hrist.  T h e  w h ol e  n e w  a g e  d e p e n ds  
o n  His  lit er al r et ur n as pr o mis e d  ( A cts 
1: 1 1). All  t h at will  b e  r e ali z e d i n t h e 
Mill e n ni u m  h as  its ori gi n  i n J es us Clirisi.  
U n d er  His  r ul e t h e e art h  will  o n c e  m or e  
b e c o m e  a  g ar d e n  of  E d e n.  T h er e  will  b e  
gr e at s o ci al, e c o n o mi c, a n d cli m ati c  
c h a n g es, w ar  a n d dis e as e  will  b e  a b ol 
is h e d, t h e c h ur c h  a n d  st at e will  b e c o m e  
o n e  i n ai m a n d a cti o n, l o n g lif e will  b e  
r est or e d, a n d  di e  f ertilit y a n d  pr o d u cti vit y  
of  t h e e art h will  b e  r e est a blis h e d. ( S e e 
E z e k.  3 4: 2 3; 3 6: 3 3- 3 6; 3 7: 2 6- 2 8; Is a. 
6 1 : 6; 6 6: 2 3.)

E Z E KI E L  A N N O U N C E S  
M E S SI A H' S  C O MI N G

E z e ki el's  a n n o u n c c m c ni  of  M essi a h's  
c o mi n g  pr o p h esi es  i o e v e nts  of  His  s e c
o n d  c oi ni n g. N o  f a ct i n hist or y  is m or e  
fir ml y est a blis h e d  Ili a n t h e r e alit y of  J es us 
C hrist's  llrst c o mi n g.  I n as m u c h as  all  t h e 
pr o p h e ci es  of  M essi a h ' s  c oi ni n g  w er e  n ot  
c o ns u m m at e d at His  first c o mi n g, it is 
e vi d e nt  di al  t h er e m ust  b e  a  s e c o n d  c o m 
i n g.

T h e  offi c e  of  M essi a h  e m br a c es t h e 
w or k  of  Pr o p h et,  Pri est,  a n d Ki n g.  At  
J es us' first a d v e nt H e  w as  t h e Pr o p h et  
w h o m  M os es  pr e di ct e d  ( D c ul. 1 8: 1 5),  
a n d  as  s u c h H e  di e d  f or o ur  j ustifi c ati o n. 
H e  h as  as c e n d e d  t o t h e ri g ht h a n d  of  G o d  
a n d a cts as o ur  Pri est,  I nt er c ess or, a n d  
S a n ctil kr  ( H c b. 5: 1 4- 1 6;  7: 2 5).  W h e n  
J es us  r et ur ns as  H e  pr o mis e d  (J o h n 1 4: 3),  
H e  will  c o m e as " KI N G O F  KI N G S,  
A N D  L O R D  O F  L O R D S "  l o gl orif y  His  
C h ur c h.  I n G o d's  pl a n  J es us w as  b or n  t o 
b e  Ki n g.  (Is a. 6 0: 3 ； M att.  2: 2- 4; L u k e  
2: 1 1;  J o h n 1: 4 9;  1 8: 3 7.)

G o d's  p e o pl e, 山 c  w h ol e  h o us e  of  Is
r a el, w er e  r ul e d b y  a d y n ast y  of  ki n gs  
w h os e  li n e a g e d es c e n d e d fr o m Ki n g  
D a vi d.  Tliis  li n e a g e c e as e d  w h e n  J er us a
l e m w as  c o n q u er e d b y  B a b yl o n  i n 5 8 6  
B. C.  E z e ki el  2 1: 2 7  m ar ks  L h e  cl os e  of  t h e 
t h e o cr ati c ki n g d o m  a n d  t h e ''li m es of  di e  
G c ntil es,,  i n c e pti o n, d uri n g  w hi c h  all Is
r a el is s et asi d e u ntil M essi  all s h o ul d 
c o m e  t o r est or e t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  
e art h. A  f ut ur e t h e o cr ati c ki n g d o m  b e 
c o m es t h e m aj or  t o pi c of  t h e pr o p h et's

A  N e w  C o v e n a nt

E arl y  i n Isr a el's hist or y,  G o d  g a v e  
t h e m lli c L a w  at  Si n ai.  Isr a el di d n't  f ulfill 
G( k J' s  e x p e ct ati o ns  a n d  dis o b e y e d  Hi m,  
c a usi n g l h eir r ej e cti o n. A g ai nst  s u c h 
d es p air  a n d d ar k n ess, J er e mi a h pr o 
cl ai m e d. " B e h ol d, di e  d a ys  c o ni c, s ait h 
t h e L O R D,  t h at I will  m a k e  a  n e w  c o v c-  
n a ni  wit h  t h e h o us e  of  Isr a el, a n d  wit h  t h e 
h o us e  of  J u d a h: n ot a c c or di n g t o di e  
c o v e n a nt  t h at I m a d e  wit h  l h eir f atli crs i n 
t h e d a y  t h at I l o o k t h e m b y  t h e h a n d  t o 
bri n g  t h e m o ut  of  t h e l a n d of  E g y pt;  w hi c h  
m y  c o v e n a nt  t h e y br a k e,  allli o u g h  I w as  
a n  h us b a n d  u nt o  t h e m, s ait h t h e L O R D:  
b ut  tliis s h all b e  t h e c o v e n a nt t h at I will  
m a k e  wit h  t h e h o us e  of  Isr a el; Aft er  t h os e 
d a ys,  s ait h  t h e L O R D,  I will  p ut  m y  l a w i n 
t h eir i n w ar d p arts,  a n d writ e  it i n t h eir 
h e arts;  a n d will  b e  lli cir G o d,  a n d Lli c y  
s h all b e  m y  p e o pl e.  A n d  t h e y s h all l e a c h 
n o  m or e  e v er y m a n  his  n ei g h b o ur,  a n d  
e v er y  m a n  his  br ot h er,  s a yi n g. K n o w  di e  
L O R D:  f or t h e y s h all all  k n o w  m e.  fr o m 
di e  l e ast of  di e m  u ni o  t h e gr c ai csi  of  t h e m, 
s ait h lli c L O R D:  f or I will  f or gi v e lli cir 
i ni q uit y, a n d  I will  r e m e m b er lli cir si n  n o  
m or e',  (J cr. 3 1: 3 1- 3 4).  T his  pr o p h e c y  
e xt e n d e d  h o p e  i n Isr a el's gl o o m.  E v er y  
visi bl e  e vi d e n c e  of  di e  ol d  c o v e n a nt  h a d  
b e e n  d estr o y e d.  J er us al e m w as  b ur n e d,  
s a c k e d, a n d  l ai d r ui n b y  Ki n g  N e b u c h a d 
n e z z ar  a n d his  f oll o w ers. T h e  T e m pl e  
w as  a  h e artr e n di n g  r ui n. T h e  Ar k  of  t h e 
C o v e n a nt  w as  n o  m or e  ( pr o b a bl y c arri e d  
off  l o B a b yl o n).  ( 2 Ki n gs  2 4: 1 3; D a n.  
1 : 2.) M ost  of  t h e p e o pl e  w er e  sl a u g ht er e d  
i n B a b yl o ni a n  c a pti vit y.

T h e  s ur vi vi n g r e m n a nt w as  u n d er  
G c d ali a h's  r ul e. ( 2 C hr o n.  2 5.)  J er e mi a h 
pr o p h esi e d  t o t his gr o u p  his  m ost  gl ori o us  
m ess a g e.  Isr a el w as  g u ar a nt e e d  a n e w  
h e art  as  a  f o u n d ati o n f or G o d's  pr o mis e d  
bl essi n gs.  T his  n e w  c o v e n a nt  will  i n c or-
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b y  P ast or  R e x  F.  C ai n  
B e df or d,  O H

1 4;  E z e k.  4 0  - 4 8).  Z e c h ari a h  f or et ells 
gr e at  p h ysi c al  c h a n g e  i n t h e l a n d of P al es-  
li n e w h e n  J es us r et ur ns t o t h e M o u nt  of  
Qli v es  ( Z e c h. 1 4: 1 0). N ot e  t h e w or ds  
l ?ift e d u p "  a n d t h e di m e nsi o ns  t h at t ot al 
t hirt y-si x mil es.  T his  pl ai n  will  pr o vi d e  
t h e n e e d e d  c o nstr u cti o n ar e a f or t his 
T e m pl e.

e v er  a n d its p o w er  s h all n e v er  b e  tr a ns
f err e d t o a n ot h er  p e o pl e.

T h e  st o n e h as  b e e n  v ari o usl y  i nt er
pr et e d  as  t h e J e wis h n ati o n,  t h e C h ur c h,  
t h e M essi a h,  a n d t h e M essi a ni c  Ki n g 
d o m,  b ut  it is cl e ar  fr o m t h e S cri pt ur es  
t h at it is us e d  as  a  M essi a ni c  s y m b ol  ( G e n. 
4 9: 2 4;  Is a. 2 8: 1 6;  E p h.  2: 2 0;  1 P et.  2: 7, 8;  
M att.  2 1: 4 2, 4 3).

Y  T H E  TI M E  T H E  MI N O R  Pr o p h 
ets  t o o k p e n  i n h a n d,  t h e M essi a ni c  
Ki n g d o m  a n d  c o mi n g  D eli v er er  w as  
a  w ell- e ntr e n c h e d  J e wis h  h o p e.  Li k e  

D a ni el  w h o  r e a d J er e mi a h t o dis c o v er  t h e ti m e 
r e m ai ni n g  i nlsr a ers c a pti vit y,s o t h e Mi n or  Pr o p h-

t o M essi a h  i n Ps al m  8 0: 1 7  a n d o n e  H e  
us e d  fr e q u e ntl y d uri n g  His  e art hl y  mi nis 
tr y. H e  w as  c o n d u ct e d  t o t h e A n ci e nt  of  
D a ys  i n t h e visi o n,  " A n d t h er e w as  gi v e n  
hi m  d o mi ni o n,  a n d  gl or y,  a n d  a  ki n g d o m  
...w hi c h  s h all n ot  b e  d estr o y e d. "  ( D a n. 
7: 1 4;  Ps a.  2: 6- 9;  L u k e  1 9: 1 2.)

I n a  dis c ussi o n  of  M essi a h's  c o mi n g,  
w e  w o ul d  b e  n e gli g e nt  if w e  f ail e d t o r ef er 
t o D a ni el's  pr o p h e c y  of  t h e s e v e nt y  w e e ks  
d et er mi n e d  u p o n  his  p e o pl e  Isr a el a n d  
u p o n  J er us al e m. J es us  at  His  first c o mi n g  
r ef err e d t o t his s cri pt ur e  i n a ns w eri n g  His  
dis ci pl es'  q u esti o ns  c o n c er ni n g  t h e si g n 
of  His  c o mi n g  a n d t h e e n d  of  t h e w orl d  
( M att. 2 4: 3,  1 5- 2 7).  I n t his p ass a g e,  "t h e  
b a c k b o n e  of  pr o p h e c y, "  s p e cifi c r ef er
e n c e  is m a d e  t o t h e ti m e of  t h e c o mi n g  of  
M essi a h,  i. e., His  first c o mi n g,  His  cr u ci 
fi xi o n, t h e tri b ul ati o n, a n d ot h er  e v e nts  
( D a n. 9: 2 4- 2 7).

G o d's  W or d  pr o p h esi es  t w o s e p ar at e  
c o mi n gs  of  t h e M essi a h:  o n e  t o p ers e c u 
ti o n a n d d e at h,  t h e s e c o n d t o gl ori o us  
vi ct or y  o v er  t h e e n e mi es  of  G o d  a n d  Is
r a el. I n t his st u d y w e  h a v e  vi e w e d  t h e 
c o mi n g  of  M essi a h  i n t h e M aj or  Pr o p h ets  
a n d h a v e  n ot e d s o m e of  t h e f ulfill e d 
pr o p h e ci es  atJ es us'  first c o mi n g a n d  p oi nt  
o ut  t h at H e  will  r et ur n t o r e d e e m b ot h  
Isr a el a n d  t h e c h ur c h  i n t h e n e ar  f ut ur e. I n 
t h e i nt eri m l et us  o c c u p y  f or J es us a n d  
b e w ar e  of  f als e C hrists,  s u c h as D a vi d 
K or es h,  t h e s elf- d es cri b e d S o n  of  G o d.  
M a y  o ur  pr a y er  e v er  b e,  " E v e n  s o,  c o m e,  
L or d  J es us " ( R e v. 2 2: 2 0 b).

T h e  A n ci e nt  of  D a ys  - 
T h e  S o n  of  M a n

D a ni el  dr e a m e d  a dr e a m  a n d  h a d  vi 
si o ns  a n d  t ol d t h e s u m  of  t h e m att er  ( D a n. 
7: 1).  T h e  dr e a m  w as  t o a gr e at  e xt e nt  a  
r e p etiti o n of  t h e dr e a m  of  t h e f o ur gr e at  
w orl d  e m pir es t h at h a d  b e e n  gi v e n  t o 
N e b u c h a d n e z z ar  ( D a n. 2).  It p ortr a y e d  
fi er c e, wil d  b e asts  s y m b oli c al of  ki n g 
d o ms.  I n t his dr e a m,  D a ni el  b e h el d  t h e 
A n ci e nt  of  D a ys  ( D a n. 7: 9,  1 0).  H e  als o  
b e h el d  * lo n e  li k e t h e S o n  of  m a n "  ( D a n. 
7: 1 3).  T h e  ki n g d o ms  of  m a n  h a d  p ass e d  
a w a y  a n d  t h e pr o p h et  n o w  s a w  t h e i nst al
l ati o n of  C hrist  i n His  Mill e n ni al  Ki n g 
d o m.  D a ni el  o bs er v e d  t h at o n e  c a m e  wit h  
t h e cl o u ds of  h e a v e n  a n d w as  br o u g ht  
b ef or e  t h e A n ci e nt  of  D a ys.  At  His  first 
A d v e nt,  J es us pr o p h esi e d  t h at i n a  c o m 
i n g d a y  e v er y o n e  s h all s e e "t h e S o n  of  
m a n  c o mi n g  i n t h e cl o u ds  of  h e a v e n  wit h  
p o w er  a n d gr e at  gl or y. "  ( M att. 2 4: 3 0;  
R e v.  1: 7; A cts  1: 1 1.)  T h er e  c a n b e  n o  
q u esti o n  as  t o t h e i d e ntit y of  t h e * 4o n e  li k e 
a  S o n  of  m a n. "  It c o ul d  b e  n o  ot h er  t h a n 
o ur  L or d  Hi ms elf.  T his  titl e w as  as cri b e d

ets ( w h o o v erl a p p e d  wit h  s e v er al of  t h e M aj or  
Pr o p h ets)  r e a d t h e L a w.  Ps al ms,  a n d  Pr o p h ets  t o 
dis c o v er — t o t h eir j o y— t h at a n A n oi nt e d  w as  
s c h e d ul e d t o o n e  d a y  a p p e ar. T h us,  w h e n  w e 
p er us e  t h e writi n gs  of  s u c h g o dl y  m e n  as t h e 
Mi n or  Pr o p h ets,  w e  k n o w  t h e y ar e  e c h oi n g  b ot h

D A NI E L  A F FI R M S  
M E S SI A H' S  C O MI N G

D a ni el's  l o n g lif e e xt e n d e d fr o m 
N e b u c h a d n e z z ar  t o C yr us.  J es us dir e ctl y  
r e c o g ni z e d a ut h ors hi p  of  D a ni el's  b o o k  
of  pr o p h e c y.  ( M att. 2 4: 1 5;  M ar k  1 3: 1 4.)  
D a ni el,  i n r e c or di n g N e b u c h a d n e z z ar's  
visi o n  ( 2: 3 1- 4 5), h as  pr o vi d e d  Bi bl e  st u
d e nts  wit h  t h e A B C's  of  pr o p h e c y.  It 
d e cl ar es  t h e e v e nts  of  t h e l ast d a ys,  G e n 
til e Ti m es,  t h e c o mi n g  of  M essi a h,  a n d  
t h e r e est a blis h m e nt of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  o n e art h.  H e  pr o p h esi es  G o d's  di vi n e  
pr o gr a m  f or t h e f ut ur e. I n t his pr o p h e c y,  
D a ni el  d e cl ar es  u t h at t h e st o n e  w as  c ut  o ut  
of  t h e m o u nt ai n  wit h o ut  h a n ds,  a n d  t h at it 
br a k e  i n pi e c es  t h e ir o n, t h e br ass,  t h e 
cl a y, t h e sil v er, a n d t h e g ol d;  t h e gr e at  
G o d  h at h  m a d e  k n o w n  t o t h e ki n g  w h at  
l ^i all c o m e t o p ass  h er e aft er:  a n d  t h e dr e a m  
is c ert ai n, a n d t h e i nt er pr et ati o n t h er e of 
s ur e " ( D a n. 2: 4 5).  J ust as t h e st o n e f ell 
u p o n  t h e f e et of  t h e i m a g e a n d  cr us h e d  t h e 
w h ol e  t o pi e c es,  s o  t h e G o d  of  t h e h e a v e ns  
d e cl ar e d H e  w o ul d  s et u p  a Ki n g d o m  
w hi c h  s h o ul d n e v er  b e  d estr o y e d.  T his  
s h all b e  a Ki n g d o m  t h at s h all st a n d f or-
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t h eir c o nt e m p or ar y  m e nt ors  a n d  l h e p airi-  
ar c hs. T his  s a ys n o dii n g,  of  c o urs e, of  
writi n g  u n d er  tli c u n cti o n  of  G o d.

F or  tliis bri ef  s k et c h  of  di e  M  i n or Pr o p h 
ets'  a nii ci p ali o n  of  l h e c o mi n g  M cssi ali,  
I' v e c h os e n t o p o n d er  t h eir r e m ar ks 
c hr o n ol o gi c all y  as  t h e y a p p e ar e d  i n his 
t or y.

J O E L- 8 3 5- 7 9 6 B. C.

As  m e nti o n e d  i n t h e o p e ni n g li n es, 
t h es e pr o p h ets  w er e  st u d e nts  of  Ui c  p atri 
ar c hs.  J o el iss o m cii m cs c all e d t h e Pr o p h et  
of  t h e P c nt ai c u c h  i n as m u c h as 2 5  r ef er
e n c es  l o L h e  b o o ks  of  M os es  ar c  f o u n d i n 
his  Uir c c- c h a pt cr  pr o p h e c y.  H e  a d m o n 
is h e d pri m aril y  t h e si ns of  t h e s o ut h er n 
ki n g d o m.

J o el is gi v e n  a  fir m c o v e n a nt  f or Isr a el *s  
f ut ur e M essi a ni c  gl or y:

" T h e L or d  [ will] r o ar fr o m Zi o n *'  
( 3: 1 6 a).
''J er us al e m s h all b e  h ol y,  a n d  str a n g-

H O S E A — 7 5 5- 7 1 4  B. C.

O n e  al't er  a n ot h er,  G o d  s e n ds His  m e n  
t o a d m o nis h  t h eir n ati o n  a b o ut  tli cir l a m
e nt a bl e  si ns, y et  al w a ys  d e cl ari n g  h o p e.  
T h e  w or d  ''r et ur n " is f o u n d 1 5 ti m es i n 
H os e a  i n di c ati n g t h at if Lli c y  w o ul d,  G o d  
w o ul d  gl a dl y  f or gi v e. B ut  t h e n, as n o w,  
t h e w ar ni n gs  f ell o n  d e af  c ars  a n d  c all o us e d  
h e arts.  T hr o u g h  s e v er al ill ustr ati o ns, 
G o d's  l o v e a n d r csl or aii o n of  Isr a el is 
p ortr a y e d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e 1 4  c h a pt ers.

T h e  pri m ar y  M essi a ni c  t e xt i n H os e a  is 
3: 5:

^ Aft er w ar d  t h c c hil dr c n of  Isr a el s h all 
r et ur n a n d  s e e k tli c L O R D  t h eir G o d,  
a n d D a vi d  t h eir ki n g  [ pr o p h eti c all y 
C hrist — D a vi d  h a d b e e n d e a d  3 5 0  
y e ars];  a n d  lli c y s h all c o m e  i n f e ar l a 
Ui c  L O R D  a n d  t o his  g o o d n ess  i n U 】 4  
l att er d a ys. "

O B A DI A H — B 4 0  B. C.  or  5 9 7  B. C. ?

Il's diffi c ulii o  as c ert ai n  w h e n  O b a di a h  
li v e d. Dr.  J o h n W hit c o m b  Jr. pl a c es  hi m  
ar o u n d 8 4 0  B. C.,  a n d hist ori a n  R o b ert  
B o y d  at  5 9 7  B. C.  F or  o ur  p ur p os es  h er e,  
w e'll  gr ai n  O b a di a h  t h e e arli er  d al e.

O n e  mi g ht  c all O b a di a h's  lilll c o n e-  
c h a pi cr dis c o urs e  a l ett er of  d o o m f or 
aiili- S c niili cs ( v. 1 0).  Il's a d dr ess e d t o 
E d o m  ( pr es e nt- d a y J or d a n)  a n d  pr o mis es  
tli cir d e mis e  f or c o nst a ntl y p ers e c uti n g  
Isr a el ilir o u g h t h e c e nt uri es— v e n  t o t his 
d a y!

I n t his s h ort est b o o k  of  tli c Ol d  T est a 
m e nt,  w e  w o n't  fi n d m a n y  M essi a ni c  
pr o p h e ci es, b ut v ers es 1 7- 2 1 pr o mis e  
Isr a el's f ut ur e r e d e m pti o n a n d r est or a
ti o n.

W h e n  O b a di a h  pr e di cts.  ' T h er e s h all 
b e  n o  s ur vi v or i n l h e h o us e  of  Es a u "  ( v. 
1 8 b) a n d "t h e ki n g d o m s h all b e t h e 
L O R D' S "  ( v. 2 1). it's a p p ar e nt t his 
pr o p h et  w as  c o n vi n c e d.  Isr a el's e n e mi es  
w o ul d  o n e  d a y  b e  d estr o y e d  a n d Isr a el 
e x alt e d.  W hil e  t h er e ar c  n o  dir e ct  r ef er
e n c es  l o t his b o o k  i n l h e N e w  T csi a m c nt,  
a  c o m p a ni o n  p ass a g e  f or v ers e  2 1  mi g ht  
b e  R e v el ati o n  1 1: 1 5:  “ T h e  ki n g d o m  of  
t h e w orl d  h as  b e c o m e  t h e ki n g d o m  of  o ur  
L or d.''  O b vi o usl y,  O b a di a h  h a d  a c o m 
p elli n g  h o p e  f or Isr a el's f ut ur e gl or y.

ers  s h all n e v er  a g ai n  p ass  dir o u g h  it”  
( 3: 1 7 b).
"I n  ili at d a y ... t h e hills  s h all  H o w  wit h  
mil k ”  ( 3: 1 8).
"J u d a h s h all b e i n h a bit e d f or e v er' 
( 3: 2 0 a).
* T h c  L or d  d w ells  i n Zi o n "  ( 3: 2 1 b).
I n J o el's hi g hl y  pr o p h eti c  tliir d c h a p 

t er, w e  c a n h e ar  di e  N e w  T est a m e nt's  
r ef er e n c es i o it ( a n d f ulfill m e nts) as r e
g ar ds  G o d's  wr at h  ( 3: 1 1- 1 4 witli  R e v.  
1 4: 1 5- 2 0; 1 6: 1 6), t h e n e w  e art h ( 3: 1 8 
wit h  R e v.  2 1),  a n d  t h e "ri v er  of  lif e " ( 3: 1 8 
wit h  E z e k.  4 7  a n d  R e v.  2 2).

J o el k n o ws  f ut ur e gl or y  a w aits Isr a el 
i n t h e C o mi n g  A g e  of  Lli c  M essi a h,  b ut  n ot  
wiili o ul  tr a u m a: " F or  t h e d a y  of  t h e L O R D  
is gr e at  a n d  v er y  t erri bl e; w h o  c a n  e n d ur e  
it ? " ( 2: 1 l b.) T his  s h o ws G o d's  s e v erit y. 
B ui  w ait.  " R et ur n t o m e  wit h  all y o ur  
h e art. ... W h o  k n o ws  w h el h er  [ G o d] will  
n ot  t ur n a n d  r e p e nt, a n d  l e a v e a  bl essi n g  
b e hi n d  hi m ? "  ( 2: 1 2, 1 3.)  T his  p ortr a ys  
G o d's  g o o d n ess.

t o t h e n ortli cr n  ki n g d o m i n a ti m e of  
pr os p erit y,  b ut  als o  a  ti m e of  w aiit o n n css  
a n d  gr oss  si n. H e's  k n o w n  f or t h e " pl u m- 
bli n c "  e x pli c ati o n  ( 7: 7) t h at s er v e d as a  
s y m b ol  ofj u d g m c ni  a c c or di n g  t o t h cslri cll 

st a n d ar ds of  G o d's  ri g ht e o us n ess. I n his  
ni n e  c h a pt ers,  o nl y  i n 9: 1 1  -1 5  d o cs  A m os  
pr oj e ct  t h o u g hts t o tli c f ulfill m e nt of  Ui c  
M essi a ni c  A g e,  b ut  t h e y ar c  v er y  vi vi d:

* *l n  t h at d a y  I will  r ais e u p  t h e t a b er
n a cl e  of  D a vi d "  ( 9: 1 1).
"[Isr a el will]  p oss ess  ... E d o m  [J or
d a n]  a n d  all  n ati o ns''  ( 9: 1 2).
" D a ys ar c c o mi n g,  s a ys t h e L O R D,  
w h e n  l h e pl o w m a n  s h all o v ert a k e  L h e  
r c a p cr,, ( 9: 1 3).
"I  will  pl ai n  t h e m u p o n  t h eir l a n d, a n d  
t h e y s h all n e v er  a g ai n  b e  pl u c k e d  u p  
o ut  of  t h e l a n d w hi c h  I h a v e  gi v e n  
t h e m, s a ys t h e L O R D  y o ur  G o d "  
( 9: 1 5).
A m os'  visi o n ( dir e ct fr o m G o d)  is 

u n mist a k a bl e:  Isr a el's t a b er n a cl e ( 9: 1 1) 
will  b e  r est or e d. T h e  pr o p h et  s p e a ks of  
D a vi d's  t hr o n e r e est a blis h e d e v e n  b ef or e  
S ol o m o n's  t e m pl e w as  d estr o y e d!  N ot e  
h o w  J a m es q u ot es  a n d a p pli es A m os'  
pr o p h e c y  a b o ut 7 5 0  y e ars  l at er i n A cts  
1 5: 1 5- 1 7.  q

U n d er  di e  di vi n e  br e at h  of  G o d,  A m os'  
w as  i ns pir e d t o p e n  lli c gl ori o us  et er n al  
r est or ati o n of  D a vi d's  t hr o n e— t h e M es 
si a ni c ki n g d o m.  T h e  l a n d is t h eirs f or
e v er.

J O N A H — 7 8 4- 7 2 2  B. C.

All  O uisti a ns  a n d virt u all y  all t h os e 
w h o  a b a n d o n e d S u n d a y  S c h o ol  a n d  
c h ur c h i n tli cir y o ut h  still r e c all vi vi dl y  
t h e st or y of  J o n a h i n Ui c  w h al e.  J o n a h is 
a n ot h er  s h ort  b o o k  (f o ur c h a pt crs), b ut  t h e 
w h ol e  n arr ati v e  is a  p ortr a y al  of  t h e r es ur- 
r c cii o n h o p e.  S o m e  s c h ol ars s u g g est di al  
J o n a h is a  t y p e of  Isr a el b ei n g  s w all o w e d 
b ut  n e v er  di g est e d — di al  li k e J o n ali, Is
r a el will  b e  r e g ur git at e d fr o m t h e pit  ( 2: 6) 
of  d estr u cti o n.  (Il is r ci ni nis c c ni of  E z e k 
i el 3 7  a n d  t h e v all e y  of  dr y  b o n es:  Isr a el 
s h all aris e  i n l h e l ast d a ys  " a  mi g ht y  h ost "  
a n d  b e  gl ori H c d  as  G o d's  p e o pl e  o n  e art h.)

T h er e  is n o  dir e ct  M essi a ni c  r ef er e n c e, 
b ut  J es us  q u ot es  J o n a h  i n M ait h c w  1 2: 3 9-  
4 1 (t h us gi vi n g  s a cr e d cr e d e n c e l o t his 
oft e n- m ali g n e d  v ol u m e),  w h er ei n  f ut ur e 
j u d g m e nt a n d  r es urr e cti o n ar c  u n d er  dis
c ussi o n.  J o n aii 山 us  p ortr a y e d  b y  di vi n e  
pr o vi d e n c e  M essi a h's  c oi ni n g  a n d  b uri al  
( M att. 1 2: 4 0)  a n d  t h e r es urr e cti o n at  l h e 
M essi a h's  r et ur n. T h e  P h aris e es  w er e  
d c m a n di n g " asi g n'' ofJ cs us' M essi a hs hi p  
( M att. 1 2: 2 3,  3 8),  a n d  H e  cit es  J o n a h.

A M O S — 7 6 4- 7 5 5  B. C.

T his  pr o p h et  cl ai ms his  w or ds  w er e  
r e c ei v e d dir o u g h  a  visi o n  ( 1: 2). H e  s p o k e
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MI C A H — 7 4 0- 6 9 8  B. C.

T his  pr o p h et  of  d o o m  a n d  gl or y  li v e d 
t o s e e his  o w n  pr o p h e c y  f ulfill e d a g ai nst  
S a m ari a  w h e n  t h e t e n tri b es f ell t o Ass yri a  
i n 7 2 2  B. C.  H e  pr e a c h e d  w ar ni n gs  t o b ot h  
ki n g d o ms  b ut  w as,  li k e s o m a n y  ot h ers,  
i g n or e d. A g ai n  u n d er  t h e u n cti o n  of  t h e 
Al mi g ht y  ( " T h e w or d  of  t h e L or d  t h at 
c a m e t o Mi c a h " — 1: 1), h e s p o k e pr o 
p h eti c all y  of  t h e gl ori o us  M essi a ni c  A g e:

" B et hl e h e m ... fr o m y o u  ... o n e  w h o  
is t o b e  r ul er i n Isr a el " ( 5: 2). F ulfill e d,  
M att h e w  2: 2- 6.  M essi a h  arri v es.  " W e  
will  w al k  i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L O R D  
...f or e v er "  ( 4: 5). Isr a el's pr o mis e d  
r est or ati o n. C o m p ar e  7: 7- 1 7.  " T h e y  
[Isr a el] s h all d w ell  s e c ur e,  f or n o w  h e  
[r ef erri n g b a c k  t o v.  2 — M essi a h]  s h all 
b e  gr e at  t o t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h "  ( 5: 4). 
A n ot h er  mi n or  pr o p h et  dri v es  a n ot h er  

n ail  i nt o t h e c o v e n a nt  b o x  of  h o p e  f or 
Isr a el's f ut ur e gl or y!

T h er e's  n o  d o u bt  a b o ut it, a n ot h er  
mi n or  pr o p h et  w h o  dir e ctl y  r e c ei v e d "t h e  
w or d  of  t h e L or d "  ( 1: 1) w as  i ns pir e d t o 
r e c or d f or hist or y  ( pri m aril y Isr a el's) t h e 
d o mi n g  M essi a ni c  A g e.

5  N A H U M — 6 4 8- 6 2 0  B. C.

N ali u m  gi v es  a s c at hi n g pr o p h e c y  of  
Ni n e v e h's  " utt er e n d " ( 1: 8) b e c a us e  of  
gr oss  si n t h at h a d  e n g ulf e d t h e m aft er  
t h eir dr a m ati c  r e p e nt a n c e 1 0 0  y e ars  e ar 
li er u n d er  J o n a h. It w as  l ess t h a n 3 0 0  
y e ars  l at er t h at Al e x a n d er  t h e Gr e at  t o o k 
a n  e x p e diti o n  o v er  t h e sit e a n d  f ail e d t o 
r e ali z e h e  w as  w al ki n g  o v er  t h e r ui ns of  
o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  e m pir es  t h at e v er  e x 
ist e d ! H o w  tr u e w as  N a h u m's  di vi n e  f or e
c ast!

N o  dir e ct  M essi a ni c  p ass a g es  c a n  b e  
cit e d;  h o w e v er,  i n v ers es  7- 1 5  of  c h a pt er  
1 is J u d a h's h o p e — p arti c ul arl y  i n v ers e  
1 5,  " N e v er  a g ai n  s h all t h e wi c k e d  c o m e  
a g ai nst  y o u. "

Z E P H A NI A H — € 3 4- 6 2 5  B. C.

Li k e  virt u all y  all  t h e ot h er  mi  n or  pr o p h 
ets, Z e p h a ni ali  d eli v er e d " h ellfir e a n d  
bri mst o n e "  w ar ni n gs  t o a  w a y w ar d  p e o pl e,  
b ut  p er h a ps  it w as  his  bl u nt  w ar ni n gs  t h at 
r o m pt e d t h e gr e at  s pirit u al r e vi v al i n his  

u n d er  ki n g  J osi a h.
H e  s p e a ks  oft e n  (i n s pit e of  o nl y  t hr e e

T h at  w as  s p o k e n w hil e  B a b yl o ni a n  ar 
mi es  pr e p ar e d  t o i n v a d e. Isr a el will  b e  
p er m a n e ntl y  est a blis h e d  i n t h e M essi a ni c  
A g e.

H A B A K K U K — 6 2 5- 6 1 0  B. C.

U n d er  H a b a k k u k  t h e o mi n o us  r e v er
b er ati o ns  of  m ar c hi n g  B a b yl o ni a n  ar mi es  
c o ul d b e  f elt i n J u d a h. W hil e  t h e e art h  
s h o o k, t h e n ati o n's  h e art  st o o d still. B e 
c a us e t h e y r ef us e d t o r e p e nt, t h e d o o m  
pr e di ct e d  b y  s c or es  of  pr o p h ets  w as  n o w  
at  t h eir d o orst e p. N o w,  li k e t h e n, w e  oft e n  
p ut  off  r e p e nt a n c e u ntil  t h e " e n e m y "  is at  
o ur  g at e — t o o l at e!

H a b a k k u k  pr a y e d  w hil e  t h e d ust  r os e 
o n  t h e h ori z o n  w h er e  m ulti pl e  t e ns of  
t h o us a n ds of  ar m y  b o ots  m ar c h e d  t o w ar d 
G o d's  l a n d a n d  p e o pl e:

u Y et  I will  r ej oi c e i n t h e L O R D,  I will  
j o y i n t h e G o d  of  m y  s al  v ati o n "( 3: 1 8).  
W h y ?  u F or  t h e e art h  will  b e  fill e d wit h  
t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e gl or y  of  t h e 
L O R D,  as  t h e w at ers  c o v er  t h e s e a " 
( 2: 1 4). H a d  h e  r e a d Is ai a h 1 1 : 9 ? H o w  
s h all  a n y  e nt er  t h at gl ori o us  d a y ?  " B ut 
t h e ri g ht e o us s h all li v e b y  f ait h " ( 2: 4). 
Di d  P a ul  r e a d H a b a k k u k ?  S e e  G al a 
ti a ns 3: 1 1.
Y es,  H a b a k k u k  t o o--f or all  t h e " w o es "  

h e  pr o n o u n c e d  i n his  t hr e e c h a pt ers — w as  
w ar m e d  b y  t h e p er v asi v e  tr ut h t h at G o d  
h a d  pr o mis e d  t o all  His  f ait hf ul f oll o w ers, 
' T h e e art h  will  b e  fill e d wit h  t h e k n o wl 
e d g e  of  t h e gl or y  of  t h e L O R D "  ( 2: 1 4).

c h a pt ers)  of  t h e " d a y  of  t h e L O R D, "  w hi c h  
is al m ost u ni v ers all y  a gr e e d t o b e  t h e 
M essi a ni c  A g e.

“ All  t h e e art h  s h all b e  c o ns u m e d.  Y et  
...all  of  t h e m [Isr a el] m a y  c all  o n  t h e 
n a m e  of  t h e L O R D "  ( 3: 8, 9). " O n  t h at 
d a y  y o u  s h all n ot  b e  p ut  t o s h a m e.... 
Y o u  s h all n o  l o n g er b e  h a u g ht y  i n m y  
h ol y  m o u nt ai n "  ( 3: 1 1). " A r e m n a nt 
s h all  b e  p uri  fi e d”  ( 3: 1 1 - 1 4). ' T h e Ki  n g  
of  Isr a el [ M essi a h!], t h e L O R D,  is i n 
y o ur  mi dst. ... O n  t h at d a y  it s h all b e  
s ai d, * D o  n ot  f e ar, O  Zi o n,  " ( 3: 1 5). 
" At  t h at ti m e [ mill e n ni u m] I will  bri n g  
y o u  h o m e.  ... I will  m a k e  y o u  r e
n o w n e d  ... a m o n g  all  t h e p e o pl es  of  
t h e e art h, w h e n  I r est or e y o ur  f or- 
t u n es " ( 3: 1 9, 2 0).

Tr ul y, Z e p h a ni a h  r e v e als b ot h  t h e wr at h  
a n d  t h e l o v e of  G o d.  A  r e m n a nt of  Isr a el 
( cf. E z e k.  3 9: 2 5- 2 9;  R o m a ns  1 1) w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  tr u e t o t h eir G o d  will,  o n  t h at 
d a y,  fi n d u t h e Ki n g  of  Isr a el " i n t h eir 
mi dst!

H A G G AI — 5 2 0  B. C.

I n w or ds  of  a  f e w m or e  t h a n a n  a v er a g e  
c h ur c h  b ull eti n  ( 1, 1 3 1), H a g g ai  a d dr ess es  
a  s m all  "r e m n a nt  of  t h e p e o pl e "  ( 1: 1 2, 1 4) 
w h o  h a d  r et ur n e d fr o m t h e B a b yl o ni a n  
c a pti vit y.  H e  w as  t h e first of  t h e p ost 
e xil e  pr o p h ets.  His  m ess a g e  w as  f ar dif 
f er e nt a n d w as  r e c ei v e d f ar diff er e ntl y  
t h a n t h os e "si n n ers " of  pr e- e xil e  ti m es! 
T h e y  n o w  h a d  a h e art  f or t h e W or d  of  
G o d,  h a vi n g  s uff er e d mis er a bl y  i n e xil e.  
His  mi nistr y  l ast e d f o ur m o nt hs  wit h  f o ur 
m ess a g es  ( 1 :l; 2:l; 2: 1 0; 2: 2 0)  a n d,  i n t h e 
ti m e s e q u e n c e, s h o ul d b e  pl a c e d  i n E zr a  
b et w e e n  c h a pt ers  f o ur a n d  fi v e.

H a g g ai's  f o c us is t h e r e b uil di n g of  t h e 
d e v ast e d  a n d  gl ori o us  S ol o m o n's  t e m pl e. 
B ut  t h at gl or y  w as  n e v er  a g ai n  t o a p p e ar  
f or Isr a el— n ot  e v e n  at  C hrist's  ti m e 5 0 0  
y e ars  l at er w h e n  H er o d  r e b uilt t h e t e m pl e 
o n  a  gr a n d  s c al e.  T h at  t e m pl e w as  still l ess 
gl ori o us t h a n S ol o m o n's.  H o w e v er,  
M essi a ni c all y,  H a g g ai  ( h a vi n g t h e t e m pl e 
o n  his  mi n d  a n d  u n d er  i ns pir ati o n) writ es  
v er y  bri efl y  of  t h e f ut ur e Ki n g d o m  t e m pl e:

"I  a m  wit h  y o u,  s a ys  t h e L O R D ... M y  
S pirit  a bi d es a m o n g y o u;  f e ar n ot.  
O n c e  a g ai n  ... I will  s h a k e t h e h e a v 
e ns  a n d  t h e e art h  a n d  t h e s e a a n d  dr y  
l a n d; a n d  I will  s h a k e all n ati o ns,  s o 
t h at t h e tr e as ur es of  all n ati o ns  s h all 
c o m e  i n [t o t h e t e m pl e— o m p ar e  Is a. 
6 0: 5;  R e v.  2 1: 1 0,  2 2- 2 6  pl us  m a n y  
m or e  p ass a g es],  a n d I will  fill t his 
h o us e  wit h  s pl e n d or. [It h as n't  si n c e 
H a g g ai — t his m ust  b e  f ut ur e!]... 
T H E  L A T T E R  S P L E N D O R  O F T HI S  
H O U S E  S H A L L  B E  G R E A T E R  
T H A N T H E F O R M E R  [ of S ol o m o n's 
ti m e]... a n d  i n t his pl a c e  I will  gi v e  
pr os p erit y  ..( 2: 4- 9).

Wli at  a  t hi n g t o s a y w h e n  at  t his p oi nt  
t his s m all b a n d  of  p e o pl e  w as  str u g gli n g  
t o s ur vi v e ! O b vi o usl y,  H a g g ai  w as  s e ei n g 
t h e M essi a ni c  Ki n g d o m,  a n d  t e m pl e, f ar 
d o w n  t h e r o a d of  hist or y! As  H a g g ai  
a d m o nis h es  fi v e ti m es i n his  t w o c h a p 
t ers, " C o nsi d er. "



..Lli at  e v er y  
n  1  nit

u nl ess  ot h er wis e  d esi g n at e d.)

M essi a h  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt

1 H E  R E S TI T U rn O N  H E R A L D J U N E.  J U L Y. 1 9 9 31 6

F

( S cri pt ur al q u ot ati o ns  ar c  fr o m di e  R S V

b y  P ast or  H ollis  P artl o w e  
Or e g o n,  Illi n ois

[A b o v e  st al e d 5 2 0  B. C. — f ul- 
llll c d C hrisi's  e art hl y  mi nistr y.]

8)  T h e  b aili e  of  Ar m a g e d d o n  ( 1 4: 4- 
2 1) wi 山  R e v el ati o n  1 6: 1 4.

9 ) C hrist's  M essi a ni c  r ct u ni( 1 4: 4- 2 1)  
wit h  R e v el ati o n  1 9: 1 1- 1 6;  2 T h css al o ni-

O U R  W RI T E R S  H A V E A B L Y  pr e 
s e nt e d t h e first c o mi n g  of  M essi a h  
o n  t h e pr e c e di n g  p a g es  as H e  w as  
r e v e al e d i n Ui c  Ol d  T est a m e nt.  J es us  

j ust w al ks  a cr oss  t h e p a g es  of  di e  Ol d  T csl a m c nl  
i nl o t h e N e w  a n d a n n o u n c es: ' * 1 ai n H e.  I' m 
M essi a h,  S o n  of  A br a h a m,  S o n  of  D a vi d,  S o n  of

a  ns  1: 8-l();  R e v el ati o n  2 0: 1- 6.  a n d  m a n y  
ot h ers!

A d a m,  Ki n g  of  Isr a el, S o n  of  G o d.  I' m t h e gr e at  
pr o p h et  t h at G o d  h as  r ais e d u p  a m o n g  y o ur  c o u n 
tr y m e n li k e M os es "  ( D c ut. 1 8: 1 5- 1 8;  A cts  3: 2 2,  
2 3).  M al a c hi  h a d  pr o p h esi e d  tli atJ o h n di e  B a ptist  
w o ul d  a p p e ar  a n d pr e p ar e  di e  w a y  f or M essi a h,  
Ki n g  of  Isr a el ( M ai. 3: 1).  T h e n  aft er  4 0 0  sil e nf  

y e ars  (fr o m M al a c hi  t o M al Lli c w)  C hrist  w as  b or n.

Z E C H A RI A H — 5 2 0- 5 1 8  B. C.

T his  c o nt c m pr ar y  wit h  H a g g ai  w as  
di e  pr o p h et  of  r est or ati o n a n d gl or y.  It 
h as  b e e n  s ai d,  " H a g g ai  w as  a  r e alist wit h  
his  f e et o n  Ui c  gr o u n d  a n d  Z e c h ari a h  w as  
a  visi o n ar y  wit h  his  h e a d  i n l h e cl o u ds. "  
H o w  w o n d erf ul!  F or  of  all t h e Mi n or  
Pr o p h ets,  il is Z e c h ari a h  w h o  m ost  lifts 
o ur  h o p es  wit h  vi vi d  a n d u n mist a k a bl y  
cl e ar  w or ds  f or t h e M essi a ni c  A g e!  T o  
q u ot e  I h e m  h er e  w o ul d  l a k e f ar t o o m u c h  
s p a c e, b ut  I'll m e nti o n  a  f e w t o pi cs wit h  
r cl ai c d p ass a g es  f or y o u  t o p urs u e  o n  
y o ur  o w n.  His  pr o p h e ci es  c a n o nl y  i n
s pir e o ur  h e arts!

1 ) First  A d v e nt  ( 3: 8) wit h  M ar k  1 0: 4 5;  
P hili p pi a ns  2: 7.

2)  S p e a ki n g  t o G e ntil es  ( 9: 1 0) wit h  
J o h n 1: 1 2.

3)  E ntr y  i nt o J er us al e m ( 9: 9) wit h  
M att h e w  2 1: 1- 9.

4)  B etr a y e d  f or 3 0  pi e c es  of  sil v er 
( 1 1: 1 2 wit h  M att h e w  2 6: 1 4.  1 5).

5)  D es ert e d  b y  dis ci pl es  ( 1 3: 7) wit h  
M a n h e w  2 6: 3 1. 5 6.

6)  H a n ds  a n d  f e el pi er c e d  ( 1 2: 1 0) wit h  
J o h n 1 9: 3 4. 3 7.

7)  P ott er's  fi el d ( 1 1: 1 3) wit h  M att h e w  
2 7: 6. 7.

M A L A C HI — 5 4 0- 4 0 0  B. C.

A n d  I asi of  l h e Mi n or  Pr o p h ets — b ut  
c ert ai nl y  n ot  t h e l e ast— is M al a c hi.  H e  is 
oft e n  c all e d  " T h e  u n k n o w n  pr o p h et  wit h  
a n  a n g el's  n a m e "  d u e  t o l h e f a ct t h at his  
n a m e m e a ns  “ J e h o v a h's m ess e n g er. "  
F o ur  h u n dr e d  sil e nt  y e ars  f ol l o w his  m es 
s a g e— t h e ti m e b et w e e n  t h e T est a m e nts  
w h e n  n o  f urt h er v oi c e  fr o m G o d  w as  
h e ar d  u ntil  His  S o n  arri v e d  a n d  t h e c al e n 
d ar  b e g a n  wit h  1 A. D.  ( a n n o D o mi ni —  
Aft er  C hrist).

I n 1 0 0  y e ars  si n c e  H a g g ai  a n d  Z e c h ar 
i a h. Isr a el f ell b a c k  i nt o gr oss  si ns, i n
cl u di n g  i d ol atr y, t h a n ks i o f or ei g n wi v es  
w h o m  G o d  c o m m a n d e d  ili c y s h o ul d  n e v er  
m arr y.  M al a c hi's  m ess a g e  w as  r e c ei v e d 
b y lli c m aj orit y  wit h  i n di g n ati o n a n d  
arr o g a n c e.  " W h o.  m e ? ”

Y et,  as wit h  all t h e o di crs,  G o d  h a d  
“ j e w els " ( KJ V,  3: 1 7 — 山 i o s c w h o  "f e ar e d  
Lli c  L O R D.  Di al  Lli o u g hl  u p o n  his  n a m e "  
( 3: 1 6). T h e y  r ej oi c e d i n t h e pr o p h et's  
m ess a g e  of  f ut ur e gl or y  f or Isr a el. T h d  
k e y  l w o v ers es  f or Isr a el's f ut ur e gl or y  
w o ul d  b e  t h es e i n his  f o ur- c h a pt er b o o k:

*' F or  y o u  w h o  f e ar m y  n a m e  Lli c  S U N  
O F  RI G H T E O U S N E S S  S H A L L  
RI S E  [ C hrist, M essi a h]  witli  h e ali n g  
i n its wi n gs.  Y o u  s h all g o  f or di l e a p
i n g li k e c al v es  fr o m di e  st all. A n d  y o u  
s h all tr e a d d o w n  t h e wi c k e d,  f or t h e y 
will  b e  as h es  u n d er  di e  s ol es of  y o ur  
f e et, o n  t h e d a y  w h e n  I a ct  [ C hrist's 
r et ur n], s a ys  t h e L O R D  of  h osts "  ( 4: 2, 
3).
A n d  s o  w e  fi n d, i n o n e  w a y  or  a n otli cr,  

all  lli c Mi n or  Pr o p h ets  h a v e  s p o k e n a b o ut  
t h e M essi a ni c  A g e.

T h e  et er n al  q u esti o n,  t h e n, is Ulis:  Will  
y o u  b e  a m o n g t h at n u m b er  t h at u l c a ps 
li k e a  c alf  fr o m l h e st all " i n t h at M essi 
a ni c  D a y ?  D o  y o u  b eli e v e  l h e pr o p h et's  
m ess a g e ?  C hrist  is c o mi n g  t o est a blis h  a  
w orl d wi d e  ri g ht e o us Ki n g d o m  f or t h os e 
" w h o f e ar m y  n a m e. *'

J es us s ai d:
" T h es e ar c  m y  w or ds  ..' 

t hi n g writt e n  a b o ut m e  i n Hi e  l a w of  
M os es  a n d  di e  pr o p h ets  a n d t h e ps al ms  
m ust  b e  f ulfill e d,, ( L u k e 2 4: 4 4).

[ A b o v e st at e d  5 2 0  B. C. — y cl  t o 
b e  f ulfill e d.]

T h e  m ost  b e a utif ul  M essi a ni c  p ass a g e  
f or i n c i n t his m ar v el o us  Mi n or  Pr o p h et  is 
cl e ar  a n d  f orlliri g ht:

,• A N D T H E L O R D  WI L L  B E C O M E  
KI N G  O V E R  A L L  T H E  E A R T H;  
O N  T H A T  D A Y  [ His r et ur n— t h e 
M essi a ni c  A g e]  T H E  L O R D  WI L L  
B E  O N E  A N D  HI S  N A M E  O N E ”  
( 1 4: 9).
H all el uj a h!  " C o m e,  L or d  J es us ( R e v.

2 2: 2 0.)



C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

• hi s t o r y  n e w s l e t t e r

J u n e/J ul y, 1 9 9 3V ol u m e  5 N u m b er  5

M a r k  M.  M a t ti s o n

P art  2

J os e p h  M ars h 5 s D o ctri n al  D e v el o p m e nt  
a n d

C o nfli cts  wit h  C hrist a d el p hi a nis m

C h ur c h  of  G o d

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0

M orr o w.  G A  3 0 2 6 0

2 9 Cf.  " Tri als i n t h e C h ur c h  i n R o c h est er,  N. Y. — D e cisi o n  of  
C o u n cil,  & c., "  E x p osit or  a n d A d v o c at e,  S e pt e m b er  1 5, 1 8 5 7,  
2 1 1ff.

C h ur c h  S plit
Tr o u bl e  visit e d  t h e R o c h est er  C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n 1 8 5 6  

w h e n  M ars h  d e ci d e d  n ot  t o p u blis h  a n arti cl e b y  H. L.  
H asti n gs.  B eli e vi n g  t h at h e  w as  a cti n g  i n a c c or d a n c e  wit h  
t h e C h ur c h  dis ci pli n e  d es cri b e d  i n M att h e w  1 8,  H asti n gs 
r e pr o v e d M ars h,  a n d w h e n  M ars h  di d n ot  a c q ui es c e,  
H asti n gs  dr e w ot h ers i nt o t h e c o nfli ct. T h e  p oliti c al  
str u g gl e l e d t o a  tri al i n t h e R o c h est er  c h ur c h  i n 1 8 5 7,  at  
w hi c h  ti m e M ars h  w as  e x o n er at e d. Dis pl e as e d  at t h e 
o ut c o m e,  J. B. C o o k  a n d ot h ers  l eft t h e c h ur c h. B ut  t his 
w as  o nl y  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  M ars h's  tr o u bl es.

wit h  M ars h's  p ositi o n,  w o ul d  e v e nt u all y  b e  s w a y e d b y  t his 
dis c ussi o n. 3 0

I n t h e H er al d  of  M a y  1 8 5 8,  T h o m as  h a p pil y  r e p ort e d " A  
G os p el  Crisis  i n R o c h est er,  N. Y. "  H e  wr ot e:

Br o.  C h as e  fr o m Mi c hi g a n  h as r e c e ntl y b e e n  
pr e a c hi n g  at " C h a p el H all "  i n R o c h est er.  His  l ast 
dis c o urs e  w as  o n  B a ptis m.  H e  is s ai d t o h a v e  l ai d t h e 
s u bj e ct f airl y a n d  f ait hf ull y b ef or e  his  a u di e n c e,  i n t h e 
j u d g e m e nt of  t h e m aj orit y  of  t h e s o ci et y m e eti n g  at  t h at 
pl a c e.  Aft er  h e  h a d  fi nis h e d, Br o.  M c Mill a n  a n d Br o.  
Br a dfi el d,  t w o fri e n ds of  t h e tr ut h t h er e, w h o  h a v e  n ot  
o nl y  b eli e v e d  t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m,  b ut  wit h  
s cri pt ur al i nt elli g e n c e o b e y e d  it, r os e u p,  a n d  b or e  a  
f ait hf ul t esti m o n y t o t h e tr ut h als o. 3 1

H e  g o es  o n  t o r el at e t h at o n e  of  t h os e pr es e nt  c o nf ess e d  
his  n e e d  f or r e b a ptis m, a n d t h at t h e f oll o wi n g S u n d a y  
M ars h  a d dr ess e d C h as e's  p ositi o n  fr o m J a m es 1 : 2 5. 
M ars h's  s er m o n w as  f oll o w e d b y  a  bri ef  t al k b y  Si nt z e ni c k  
r ei nf or ci n g M ars h's  p ositi o n, ( T h o m as wr ot e  t h at 
Si nt z e ni c k  s ai d " a gr e at  d e al, "  b ut  Si nt z e ni c k  pr ot est e d  t h at 
t h e t al k w as  n ot  m or e  t h a n t e n mi n ut es  l o n g, a n d t h at 
T h o m as  h a d  mis q u ot e d  hi m 3 2 ). M c Mill a n  t h e n pr ot est e d  
a g ai nst  M ars h  a n d  Si nt z e ni c k  t h at tr u e b eli ef  m ust  pr e c e d e

F ull- Bl o w n  C o nfli ct  o v er  R e-i m m er si o n

T h e  y e ar  1 8 5 8  br o u g ht  wit h  it t h e f ull- bl o w n c o nfli ct  
o v er  r e b a ptis m. I n A pril  of  t h at y e ar,  M ar k  All e n  wr ot e  a n  
arti cl e  f or t h e E x p osit or  e ntitl e d  " Pr e-r e q uisit es  t o I m m er
si o n, " i n w hi c h  h e  ar g u e d  t h at a pr o p er  u n d erst a n di n g  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m  m ust  pr e c e d e  i m m ersi o n. M ars h  r es p o n d e d 
t h at " All c a n u n d erst a n di n gl y  b eli e v e  i n t h e d e at h  a n d 
r es urr e cti o n of  t h e S o n  of  G o d,  a n d  r e pr es e nt t h e s a m e b y  
b a ptis m.  T o  r e q uir e p erf e cti o n  i n d e gr e e  i n t h e w h ol e,  or  t h e 
f ull g os p el  of  t h e ki n g d o m,  o n  t h e p art  of  all, b ef or e  or  
s u bs e q u e nt  t o b a ptis m,  is r e q uiri n g a n  i m p ossi bilit y w hi c h  

G o d  d e m a n ds  of  n o  o n e. " 2 9
J. M. St e p h e ns o n  d e b at e d  t h e t o pi c wit h  M ars h  t hr o u g h 

t h e p a g es  of  t h e E x p osit or  at s o m e l e n gt h. A u g ust us  
Si nt z e ni c k,  t h e pri nt er  of  t h e E x p osit or  a n d  a  s y m p at hi z er

3 ° M ar k All e n,  " T h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  i n R o c h est er,  
N. Y., "  H er al d,  1 8 6 0, 1 3 1; Si nt z e ni c k,  " R o c h est er, N.  Y.,  a n d  
s o m e of  its R eli gi o us  V a g ari es, "  H er al d,  1 8 6 0,  2 2 8.

3 1  P a g e  1 0 9.
3 2 " A  C orr e cti o n,''  H er al d,  1 8 5 8,  1 5 4ff.  I n a l e n gt h y r e vi e w of  

Si nt z c ni c k's  c orr e cti o n, T h o m as  ar g u e d t h at h e  h a d  n ot  mis q u oi c d  
hi m,  b ut  h a d  q u ot e d  his  i nf or m a nt's l ett er w or d-f or- w or d;  h o w e v er,  
e v e n if l h e i nf or m a nt h a d mis q u ot e d  hi m,  his  " c orr e cti o n " w as  "i n  
eff e ct " t h e s a m e as w h at  t h e i nf or m a nt h a d  s ai d h e  s ai d.



gr as p  at e v er y o c c asi o n  t o bri n g

b e c o m e  s u c h i n d e e d a n d tr ut h b y

3 6 m ，A  G os p el  Crisis  i n R o c h est er,  N. Y., "  H er al d,  1 8 5 8, 1 1 0,
3 5 1  bi d..  M a y  1 5, 1 8 5 8,  6 6 0.
3 6 " T h c  Cl eri c al  S o n  of  a G h ost  i n S k y a n a  R ej e ct e d,  a n d t h e 

J es us P a ul  Pr e a c h e d  O b e y e d, "  H er al d,  1 8 5 8,  1 5 9.

b a ptis m,  a n d  e x h ort e d  b ot h  of  t h e m:
t o r etir e h o m e  a n d l e ar n t h e g os p el  t h e S a m arit a ns  
r e c ei v e d fr o m P hili p;  a n d  t o b e  i m m ers e d f or t h e n a m e  
of  J es us C hrist  i nt o r e missi o n of  si ns, as P et er  als o  
e nj oi n e d u p o n  t h e P e nt e c osti a n  First  Fr uits.  T his  
w h ol es o m e  e x h ort ati o n  w as  p u bli cl y  off er e d;  a n d  w e 
d o u bt  n ot,  r e c ei v e d as  u n p al at a bl e  e x h ort ati o n  si n c er el y  
a n d  aff e cti o n at el y pr es e nt e d,  is e ntitl e d  t o b e.  Aft er 
w ar ds  a littl e m or e  w as  a d d e d of  t h e s a m e s ort. T h e  
E dit or  [ M ars h] w as  t ol d b y  his  fri e n d t h at h e  l o o k e d 
u p o n  hi m  as  a n  u n b a pti z e d  m a n,  t h o u g h n o w,  i n d e e d, 
b eli e vi n g  t h e g os p el. 3 3  H e  b es o u g ht  hi m  t o c o nsi d er  
w h at  h e  w as  d oi n g,  a n d n ot  t o st a n d i n t h e w a y  of  
ot h ers,  of  w h o m  s o m e h a d  s p o k e n t o hi m of  his 
p ositi o n.  Br o.  Br a dfi el d  e x h ort e d  hi m  als o  t o t h e s a m e 
e n d; a n d p art e d  wit h  hi m  n ot  wit h o ut  h o p e  t h at h e  
w o ul d  b e c o m e  o b e di e nt  t o t h e ri g ht e o us n ess of  G o d  
t estifi e d b y  M os es  a n d  t h e pr o p h ets. ...

W e  ar e  gl a d  t o h e ar  t h at t hi n gs h a v e  c o m e  t o a  h e a d  
i n R o c h est er,  N. Y.  N o  r e al g o o d  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n t h at 
cit y u ntil w h at  is t h er e c all e d "t h e c h ur c h  of  G o d "  

a n i nt elli g e nt 
o b e di e n c e  t o t h e gl a d  ti di n gs of  t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.
...T h e y  h a v e h a d m a n y  d o ctri n al tr o u bl es i n 

R o c h est er,  w hi c h  h a v e  h a d  a wi n n o wi n g  eff e ct. O ur  
fri e n d C o o k  a n d  his  f a cti o n h a v e  b e e n  f a n n e d o ut;  a n d  
ot h ers  s c att er e d off  els e w h er e. All  t his w as  n e c ess ar y, 
t h at t h e a p pr o v e d  mi g ht  b e  m a d e  m a nif est. 3 4

I n t h e E x p osit or,  M ars h  wr ot e  t h at t h e s o- c all e d " G os p el  
crisis " w as  i n eff e ct a di al o g u e,  n ot  a n ar g u m e nt. It w as  
tr u e t h at Br ot h er  C h as e  h a d  pr e a c h e d  i n R o c h est er  o n  
b a ptis m,  a n d M c Mill a n  a n d Br a dfi el d  h a d  s p o k e n "i n  
a p pr o b ati o n  of  his  dis c o urs es, "  a n d  a n ot h er  w ort h y  br ot h er  
h a d  e x pr ess e d  d o u bts  a b o ut  t h e v ali dit y  of  his  b a ptis m.  It 
w as  als o tr u e t h at M ars h  h a d  pr e a c h e d  t h e f oll o wi n g 
S u n d a y  fr o m J a m es 1: 2 5,  b ut  it w as  n ot  tr u e t h at his 
s er m o n w as  pr e a c h e d  i n r es p o ns e t o C h as e.  I n f a ct, h e  h a d  
n ot  e v e n  dis c uss e d  t h e t o pi c of  b a ptis m.  H e  g o es  o n:

At  t h e cl os e  of  o ur  dis c o urs e,  i n h ar m o n y  wit h  us u al  
c ust o m,  w e  g a v e  li b ert y f or ot h ers  t o s p e a k. S e v er al

br et hr e n  s p o k e, a n d b a ptis m  w as  o n e  of  t h e v ari o us  
t o pi cs of  t h eir c o n v ers ati o n,  s o m e of  w hi c h  w as  r at h er 
h e at e d,  b ut  n o  m or e  s o t h a n is o c c asi o n all y  wit n ess e d  
a m o n g g o o d a n d c o ns ci e nti o us br et hr e n w h er e ( 
diff er e nt  s e nti m e nts ar e e nt ert ai n e d,  a n d fr e e d o m of  
s p e e c h is t ol er at e d. I nst e a d of  a " crisis " b ei n g  t h e 
r es ult, as  is r e pr es e nt e d b y  t h e H er al d,  w e  h a v e  r e nt e d 
o ur  pl a c e  of  w ors hi p  f or a n ot h er y e ar, a n d n ot 
wit hst a n di n g  t h e s a m e diff er e n c es  i n s e nti m e nt o n  
b a ptis m  still e xist, as  b ef or e,  w e  h a v e  n ot  m a d e  t his 
diff er e n c e  a s uffi ci e nt c a us e f or br e a c h  of  C hristi a n  
f ell o ws hi p a m o n g  us,  a n d  w e  si n c er el y h o p e  w e  n e v er  
s h all.

W h y  d o es  t h e e dit or  of  t h e H er al d  s e e m e a g erl y t o 
us  i nt o disr e p ut e  

b ef or e  his  r e a d ers ? W h at  h a v e  w e  d o n e  t o m erit  t h es e 
fr e q u e nt a n d u n pr o v o k e d  p ers o n al  att a c ks ? H e  o n c e  
a d o pt e d  a  v er y  diff er e nt  c o urs e,  ass o ci at e d  wit h  us  as  a  
f ell o w l a b or er, a n d  br ot h er,  at  t h e f a mil y alt ar  a n d  t a bl e 
of  t h e L or d. —  ur  s e nti m e nts o n  his  f a v orit e t o pi c, 
b a ptis m,  ar e  t h e s a m e n o w,  as  t h e n—  f w hi c h  f a ct h e  
w as  n ot,  a n d  is n ot,  i g n or a nt. W e  h a v e  n ot  wit h dr a w n  
o ur  f ell o ws hi p fr o m hi m;  a n d k n o w  n ot  w h y  h e  h as  
tr e at e d us as a n " a p ost at e, " i n o ur  "si ns, " b ei n g  
b a pti z e d  i n "t h e f ait h of  d e vils, "  & c.,  u nl ess  it b e,  t h at 

w e  h a v e  e x er cis e d  t h e ri g ht t o d o  as  h e  h as  d o n e,  vi z:  
t o fr e el y e x pr ess  o ur  s e nti m e nts o n  b a ptis m! 3 5

T h o m as  a n d  his  s u p p ort ers w er e  i n cr e asi n g t h eir eff orts  ( 
t o wi n  c o n v erts  fr o m t h e A g e-t o- C o m e  m o v e m e nt  w hi c h 
M ars h  h a d  b e e n  l e a di n g i n t h e w a k e  of  Mill eris m.  I n t h e 
s a m e m o nt h  t h at T h o m as  h a d  r e p ort e d R o c h est er's  " G os p el 
crisis, "  a  Mr.  S.  Willi a ms  r e p ort e d a  s u c c essf ul missi o n ar y  
tri p t o o n e  s u c h A g e-t o- C o m e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n P ort  P err y,  
C a n a d a:

T h er e  is a  c h ur c h  t h er e of  b et w e e n  t w e nt y a n d  t hirt y 
m e m b ers,  c alli n g  t h e ms el v es "t h e c h ur c h  of  G o d; "  a n d  
b eli e vi n g  i n t h e A g e  t o C o m e,  r est or ati o n of  t h e J e ws,  
r e a p p e ar a n c e of  C hrist,  a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  his  
Ki n g d o m  i n t h e C o v e n a nt e d  l a n d. B ut  I f o u n d t h at t h e y 
l a c k e d o n e  t hi n g, vi z.,  t h e o b e di e n c e  of  t h e f ait h. T h e  
m ost  of  t h e m t h er e t a k e " T h e  E x p osit or; "  i n w hi c h  I a m  
s orr y t o s e e fri e n d M ars h  t a k e s u c h a  s o p histi c al st a n d  
a g ai nst  t h at e nli g ht e n e d  o b e di e n c e  w hi c h  t h e o n e  f ait h 
d e m a n ds  [r e b a ptis m], s e ei n g t h at h e  is t h e m e a ns  of  
k e e pi n g  b a c k  m a n y  h o n est  h e arts  fr o m " o b e yi n g t h e 
tr ut h, " as  m a n y  of  t h e m l o o k u p  t o hi m  as  t h eir or a cl e.  
H o w  gl a d  s h o ul d I b e  t o s e e hi m  o b e y  t h e tr ut h; as I 
t hi n k t h at t hr o u g h "t h e E x p osit or "  h e  is o p er ati n g  as  a  
st u m bli n g- bl o c k  t o s o m e w h o  w o ul d  ot h er wis e  o b e y;  
a n d  his  c o n v ersi o n  w o ul d  m o v e  it o ut  of  t h e w a y. 3 6

Willi a ms  r e p orts t h at aft er  d eli v eri n g  ni n et e e n  m or e  l e e-.

- ^ T h o m as r ef e n e d i o t his e v e nt a g ai n i n " T h e G os p el  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  n ot  O n e  I d e a, b ut  l h e M a nif ol d  Wis d o m  of  G o d, "  H er al d,  
1 8 5 8, 1 3 1: " O n e of l h e m e m b ers  ( a n offi ci al m e m b er,  w c  
b eli e v e,) of l h e s o ci et y i n R o c h est er  l o w hi c h  h e [ M ars h] 
b el o n gs, a n d a v er y w ar m  p ers o n al fri e n d t o o, r e c e ntl y l ol d t h e 
el d er [ M ars h] t h at alt h o u g h h e  h a d  c all e d hi m  Br ot h er,  h e  l o o k e d 
u p o n hi m as a n u n b a pli z e d m a n,  y et n o w  
a n d b es o u g ht  hi m t o c o nsi d er w h at  h e  w as _
i n l h e w a y  of  ot h ers.  N o w  t his offi ci al  br ot h er  k n o ws  o ur  fri e n d,

will  d e e m  us  pr es u m pt u o us  or  u n c h arit a bl e  i n s a yi n g t h at w c  w ait  
f or pr o of  t h at l h e e dit or of  l h e E x p osit or  is a br ot h er  i n C hrist  at  

o ur  N e w  T est a m e nt  r e a di n g w c  n e v er  r e a d of  a nall; f or i n all o ur  N e w  r cst a m c nl r e a di n g w c  n e v er  
u n b a pti z e d br ot h er i n C hrist,  or a C hristi a n,  w e a k  or str o n g, 
si n c e l h e d a y of P e nt e c ost;  a n d his offi ci al fri e n d s a ys h e is 
u n b a pti z e d. "

3 4-

1 1 1.

b eli e vi n g  l h e g os p el;  
d oi n g, a n d n ot  st a n d

t h e e dit or, b ett er  t h a n w c  d o;  n eit h er  h e  n or  t h e r e a d er, t h er ef or e,



r es p o n d e d, "I c a n n ot  f ell o ws hi p y o u  as  a  br ot h er  i n C hrist,  
f or I k n o w  y o ur  p ositi o n. " 4 1

M a n y  at t h e c o nf er e n c e  dis a p pr o v e d  of  t h e s pirit of  
Willi a ms'  l ett er, a n d  it w as  d e ci d e d  t h at Willi a ms  w o ul d  n ot  
b e  s u p p ort e d a n d  p ai d  as  a n  e v a n g elist.

T hr e e  y e ars  l at er, " Willi a ms "  w as  e x p os e d  as  a  bi g a mist  
w h os e  r e al n a m e  w as  Mr.  S hilli b e er. 4 2

T h o m as  vs.  M a rs h  a n d Fi el d
T his  c o nfli ct  o v er  r e-i m m ersi o n, h o w e v er,  is n o w h er e  

m or e  a p p ar e nt t h a n i n t h e fl o o d of  l ett ers a n d a ni cl es i n 
b ot h  t h e H er al d  a n d  t h e E x p osit or  fr o m 1 8 5 8  t o 1 8 6 0.  I n 
F e br u ar y  of  1 8 5 8,  M ars h  wr ot e  a n  arti cl e  c all e d  " T h e T est  
of  B a ptis m, "  w hi c h  T h o m as  t o o k t o t as k i n a s eri es of  
arti cl es  e ntitl e d  " T h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  n ot  O n e  I d e a, 
b ut  t h e M a nif ol d  Wis d o m  of  G o d. "  H o w  c o ul d M ars h's  
first b a ptis m  h a v e  b e e n  v ali d  si n c e h e  h a d  n ot  u n d erst o o d  
t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el ? As  a Mill erit e,  
T h o m as  ar g u e d,  M ars h  h a d  tr e at e d G o d  as  a  li ar b y  d e n yi n g  
t h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el i n t h e fl es h. T h e  att a c ks w er e  
b e c o mi n g  l ess t h e ol o gi c al a n d  m or e  p ers o n al.

I n "I n c o nsist e n ci es of  Dr.  J. T h o m as, "  M ars h  wr ot e  t h at 
it w as  i n c o nsist e nt:

t o j u d g e ot h ers,  as h e  h as,  as "si n n ers, " " a p ost at es, "  
& c.,  b e c a us e  u n d er  t h e e x cit e m e nt of  1 8 4 3, t h e y 
e m br a c e d  s o m e err o n e o us  d o ctri n es  w hi c h  si n c e t h e n 
t h e y h a v e  r e n o u n c e d a n d c o nf ess e d t h eir mist a k e,  
w h e n  at  t h e s a m e ti m e gr e at er  si ns li e u n c o nf ess e d  at  
his  d o or. 4 3

T h e  " u n c o nf ess e d si ns " t o w hi c h  M ars h  all u d e d w er e  
e x pl ai n e d  b y  N at h a ni el  Fi el d.  I n a b o ut  t h e y e ar  1 8 4 0,  Fi el d  
e x pl ai n e d,  Al e x a n d er  C a m p b ell  h a d  as k e d  T h o m as  t o st o p  
p u blis hi n g  his  vi e ws  o n  c ert ai n  t o pi cs. It w as  r es ol v e d a n d  
a gr e e d  u p o n  t h at " c ert ai n  t hi n gs b eli e v e d  a n d  pr o p a g at e d  b y  
Dr.  T h o m as,  i n r el ati o n t o t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n,  t h e r es ur
r e cti o n of  t h e d e a d,  a n d  t h e fi n al d esti n y  of  t h e wi c k e d "  
w o ul d  n o  l o n g er b e  dis c uss e d  b y  T h o m as,  as  t h e y w er e  of  
n o  pr a cti c al  b e n efit.  I n c o m pli a n c e wit h  t his a gr e e m e nt,  
T h o m as  st o p p e d p u blis hi n g  t h e A p ost oli c  A d v o c at e,  b ut  
br o k e his c o v e n a nt t w o y e ars l at er w h e n  h e b e g a n  
p u blis hi n g  t h e I n v esti g at or. " T h e r e as o n w h y  Mr.  C a m p b ell  
r ef us es t o n oti c e  hi m, "  Fi el d  wr ot e,  "is, t h at h e  [ T h o m as] 
a ct e d i n b a d  f ait h, a n d vi ol at e d  his  pr o mis e  t o h ol d  t h e 
dis c ussi o n  of  his  vi e ws  i n a b e y a n c e. " 4 4

T h o m as  di d  n ot  t a k e t his arti cl e  li g htl y. It f or m e d t h e 
b asis  f or s e v er al arti cl es,  t h e first of  w hi c h  w as  e ntitl e d  
" T h e Dil e m m a  a n d its H o ms. " 4 5 T h o m as  pr ot est e d  t h e 
p ers o n al  att a c k a n d wr ot e  of  "t h e o c e a n  of  all C hris 
t e n d o m's s e nti m e nts, w h er e  M essrs.  M ars h  a n d Fi el d  ar e  
fl o u n d eri n g li k e d yi n g  fis h h ar p o o n e d  of  G alil e e,  a n d  all

I n his  pr es e n 
t ati o ns, Willi a ms  c o nsist e ntl y t o o k M ars h  a n d his  c ol 
l e a g u es t o t as k. C o m m e nti n g  o n  t h e c o nf er e n c e i n t h e 
H er al d,  h e  r h et ori c all y as k e d  M ars h  a n d  S w e et,  " W h y d o  
y o u  pr e a c h  t h e ki n g d o m  at  all,  if it is u n n e c ess ar y  f or f ait h ? 
W h y ?  b e c a us e  y o u  ar e  wit h  a p e o pl e  t h at b eli e v e  it, a n d  
fr o m w h o m  y o u  o bt ai n  't h e al mi g ht y  d oll ar,'  '， 4 °

T hr e e  d a ys  aft er  Willi a ms'  a p p oi nt m e nt  as  a n  e v a n g elist,  
M ars h  a n d  S w e et  t o o k Willi a ms  asi d e  a n d  as k e d  hi m  a b o ut  
a  l ett er of  his  w hi c h  h a d  b e e n  p u blis h e d  i n t h e J ul y H er al d.  
W h y  w o ul d  Willi a ms  n ot  c all M ars h  " Br ot h er, " b ut  o nl y  
" Fri e n d " ? Willi a ms  a ns w er e d  t h at h e  c o ul d  n ot  a c k n o wl 
e d g e  M ars h  as  a  br ot h er  i n C hrist,  f or h e  h a d  n ot  y et  b e e n  
b a pti z e d.  M ars h  pr ot est e d  t h at b y  t h at st at e m e nt, Willi a ms  
h a d " u n c hristi a ni z e d " hi m. Willi a ms  a ns w er e d t h at a  
C hristi a n  n ot  o nl y  b eli e v e d  t h e W or d,  b ut  o b e y e d  it. M ars h  
s ai d t h o u g h h e  h a d  us e d  his  i nfl u e n c e t o g et  Willi a ms  i nt o 
t h e fi el d as a n e v a n g elist,  h e  w o ul d  h a v e  t o bri n g  t his 
m att er  t o his  br et hr e n  if Willi a ms  di d  n ot  r etr a ct his 
st at e m e nt. Willi a ms  r ef us e d.

T h e  n e xt  m or ni n g  M ars h  as k e d  Willi a ms  t o r e c o nsi d er, 
b ut  h e  w o ul d  n ot.  As  M ars h  h a d  pr o mis e d,  h e  br o u g ht  t h e 
m att er  b ef or e  t h e c h ur c h,  r e a di n g e xtr a cts  fr o m t h e l ett er. 
A d di n g  t h at t h e iss u e of  r e b a ptis m s h o ul d n ot  b e  m a d e  i nt o 
a t est of  f ell o ws hi p, M ars h  t ur n e d t o Willi a ms  a n d  as k e d,  
" C a n y o u  f ell o ws hi p m e  as  a  Br ot h er  i n C hrist ? "  Willi a ms

t ur es o n  his  visit,  "si x w h o  h a d  b e e n  pr e vi o usl y  i m m ers e d 
i nt o t h e t h e ol o gi c al s o ns hi p, a n d w orl d- b ur ni n g  t h e or y of  
A nti c hrist  [i. e., t h e Mill erit e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e mill e n ni u m],  
c a m e  f or w ar d a n d  w er e  b a pti z e d  i nt o t h e o n e  f ait h. I n t h e 
w h ol e  I b a pti z e d  f o urt e e n i nt o t h e N a m e  of  t h e H ol y  O n e,  
w h o  ar e  n o w  r ej oi ci n g i n h o p e  of  t h e gl or y  of  G o d. " 3 7

Y et,  as  t h e f oll o wi n g i n ci d e nt will  ill ustr at e, M ars h  still 
b eli e v e d  t h at h e  c o ul d w or k  wit h  t h os e w h o  si d e d wit h  
T h o m as  o n  t h e iss u e of  r e b a pris m.

T w o  m o nt hs  l at er, a pr o p h eti c  c o nf er e n c e  w as  h el d  at  
P ort  P err y.  O n e  of  t h e s p e a k ers w as  s o m e o n e w h o  c all e d  
hi ms elf  "J o h n Willi a ms. "  Aft er  Willi a ms  h a d  c o ns e nt e d  t o 
s p e a k at  t h e c o nf er e n c e,  h e  "f o u n d t hr o u g h t h e E x p osit or  
t h at Fri e n d  M ars h  a n d  El d er  S w e et  w er e  als o  t o b e  t h er e. "3 8

O n  t h e first m or ni n g  of  t h e c o nf er e n c e, M ars h  as k e d  
Willi a ms  if h e  w o ul d  b e  willi n g  t o b e c o m e  a n  e v a n g elist  
( e v e n t h o u g h h e  k n e w  Willi a ms'  p ositi o n  o n  b a ptis m).  
Willi a ms  a gr e e d. It w as  pr o p os e d a n d s e c o n d e d t h at 
Willi a ms  s h o ul d b e c o m e  a n e v a n g elist, a n d  o n e  h u n dr e d 
d oll ars  w er e  i m m e di at el y pl e d g e d  t o hi m.  M ars h  pl a n n e d  t o 
r ais e m or e  f u n ds f or Willi a ms  t hr o u g h t h e E x p osit or.

I n o n e  of  his s er m o ns, Willi a ms  "i n vit e d t h e m t o 
e x a mi n e  t h eir r el ati o ns hi p t o A br a h a m,  i n t h e li g ht of  G o d's  
w or d,  b y  first b eli e vi n g  't h e gr e at  a n d  pr e ci o us  pr o mis es,'  
t h e n b a ptis m;  n ot  b a ptis m,  t h e n f ait h. "3 9
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T h e  HI S T O R Y  N E W S L E T T E R  is p u blis h e d  c o n c u n c nll y  wit h  T h e  / ? < 
Illi n ois. J a n et Stils o n,  E dit or,  G or d o n  L a n dr y.  C o m p osi n g  E dit or  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0. L cil crs  of  1

n a m e  of  C hrist,  t h e d o ct or  n ot  e x c e pt e d;  f or all h a v e  
b e e n  m or e  or  l ess d ef e cti v e  i n t h eir k n o wl e d g e  of,  a n d  
f ait h i n t h e g os p el. 5 0

I n " Hist ori c al R e mi nis c e n c es, " 5 1  T h o m as  r eit er at e d his 
p oi nt  t h at e x- Mill erit es  c o ul d  n ot  b e c o m e  C hristi a ns  wit h o ut  
s e e ki n g b a ptis m  i nt o t h e pr o p er  d o ctri n e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m.  
H e  t h e n d ef e n d e d  hi ms elf  a g ai nst  Fi el d's  c h ar g es t h at h e  
h a d  br o k e n  his  tr e at y wit h  C a m p b ell.

I n 1 8 3 4,  T h o m as  e x pl ai n e d,  h e  h a d  b e g u n  t o q u esti o n  
w h et h er  a p ers o n  d estit ut e  of  t h e " O n e F ait h "  pr e vi o us  t o 
his  i m m ersi o n c o ul d  b e  t h e s u bj e ct o n  t h e " O n e B a ptis m. " 
H e  h a d  als o  b e g u n  t o q u esti o n  w h et h er  m a n  w as  i m m ort al 
b y  n at ur e.  T h es e  q u esti o ns  dist ur b e d  t h e C a m p b ellit es.  H e  
h a d  n e v er  a gr e e d n ot  t o dis c uss  t h e m, h o w e v er;  h e  h a d  
a gr e e d  n ot  t o dis c uss  c ert ai n  t hi n gs a b o ut  t h e m. " C ert ai n  
t hi n gs " w as  a v a g u e  t er m; T h o m as  a gr e e d  t o t h e c o ntr a ct  
wit h  n o  i nt e nti o n of  c e asi n g  t o t e a c h t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n,  
b ut  i nt e n di n g t o a v oi d  t h e t o pi c of  t h e n o n-r es urr e cti o n  of  
i nf a nts, i di ots a n d  p a g a ns,  " ±i n gs " w hi c h  w er e  r el at e d t o 
t h e t o pi c of  m a n's  m ort alit y.

T h o m as  e x pl ai n e d  t h at it w as  i n 1 8 3 8,  n ot  1 8 4 0,  t h at 
C a m p b ell  h a d  visit e d  Ri c h m o n d,  Vir gi ni a.  T h o m as  w as  
n eit h er  r esi di n g n or  e diti n g a p a p er  t h er e, as Fi el d  h a d  
all e g e d;  r at h er, h e  w as  r esi di n g a n d  e diti n g  his  p a p er  f ort y 
mil es  a w a y  fr o m Ri c h m o n d.  T h o m as  w e nt  t o Ri c h m o n d  t o 
h e ar  hi m  pr e a c h;  C a m p b ell  pr e a c h e d  " at " hi m  a n d  " a g ai nst "  
hi m  i n a  t w o- h o ur dis c o urs e,  b ut  a fri e n d e n c o ur a g e d  hi m  
n ot  t o r e pl y o n  t h e s p ot, as t h e y w er e  i n t h e mi dst  of  
e n e mi es.

A  f e w d a ys  l at er C a m p b ell  w e nt  t o P ai n es vill e,  a b o ut  
ei g ht  mil es  fr o m T h o m as'  h o m e,  t o pr e a c h.  T h o m as  w e nt  
t o h e ar  hi m  a g ai n.  C a m p b ell's  cli q u e,  w h o  h at e d  T h o m as,  
s u g g est e d t h at C a m p b ell  c h all e n g e  T h o m as  t o a  d e b at e  o n  
t h e i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul, t hi n ki n g t h at T h o m as  w o ul d  b e  
c a u g ht off  g u ar d  a n d tr a m pl e d i nt o t h e d ust.  T h o m as  
a gr e e d. T h e  d e b at e  c o nti n u e d  f or t hr e e d a ys,  b ut  wit h o ut  
t h e r es ult d esir e d  b y  T h o m as'  e n e mi es.  T h e  d e b at e  w as  c ut  
s h ort, a n d  e a c h  s p e a k er w as  as k e d  t o t al k f or a n  h o ur  o n  
s o m e u nr el at e d  t o pi c. T h o m as  a c q ui es c e d, s p e a ki n g o n  1  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 3,  b ut  C a m p b ell  c h e at e d  a n d  s p o k e o n  t h e 
i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul aft er  all,  st e ali n g t h e o p p ort u nit y  t o 
h a v e  t h e l ast w or d  o n  t h e s u bj e ct. W ors e,  C a m p b ell  di d  n ot  
w a nt  t h e d e b at e  t o b e  p u blis h e d,  as  his  ot h ers  h a d  b e e n.

Aft er  t h e d e b at e,  T h o m as  a gr e e d t o a v oi d dis c ussi n g  
t h os e u n d efi n e d  " c ert ai n  t hi n gs " r el ati n g t o t h e m ort alit y  of  
m a n,  b ut  t h at w as  b e c a us e  h e  w as  i g n or a nt of  t h e g os p el.  
B esi d es,  t h e a gr e e m e nt  di d  n ot  st at e t h at h e  r e g ar d e d t h e m 
of  n o  pr a cti c al  b e n efit,  b ut  t h at t h os e w h o  dr aft e d  t h e 
d o c u m e nt  r e g ar d e d t h e m s o.

f or t h e w a v es  of  u nri g ht e o us n ess  aft er  't h e w a y  of  B al a a m  
s o n of  B os or!'  " 4 6  T h o m as  c ari c at ur e d  M ars h's  a n d  Fi el d's  

ar g u m e nt:
Dr.  T h o m as  si n n e d a g ai nst  t h e S u p er vis or  of  a  S e ct  

t w e nt y y e ars  a g o,  a n d  h as  s o m e i n c o nsist e n ci es e v e n  
n o w;  t h er ef or e t h e i m m ersi o n of  a n i g n or a m us—  n e  
pi o usl y  i g n or a nt of  t h e g os p el — is a v ali d  b a ptis m!  
Bl ess e d  a n d  b e a utif ul  l o gi c, i n w h at  t hi c k et or  c o ps e  of  
P ar a dis e  h ast  t h o u hi d t h ys elf! ' C o m m o n s e ns e!'  
w h er e  art t h o u ? A w a y  o n t h e wi n gs  of  li g ht t o 
E X P O SI T O RI A,  a n d  visit  t h es e m e n! 4 7

T h o m as  t h e n pr o c e e d e d  t o sl a n d er M ars h's  a n d Fi el d's  
Mill erit e  b a c k gr o u n d  o n c e  m or e,  r e p e ati n g t h e p o p ul ar  
m yt h  t h at t h e Mill erit es  s ol d " as c e nsi o n r o b es ":

W h at  t h e n, w o ul d  h e [ P a ul] h a v e s ai d t o E x-  
p osit ori al  J os e p h a n d N at h a ni el  h a d t h e y b e e n i n 
G al ati a  wit h  t h eir p hr e n ol o gi es  lit er all y cr a m m e d  ( as 
t h e y m ust  b e  c o nsi d eri n g t h e t hi n gs c o nt ai n e d)  wit h  
't h e s e nti m e nts of  all C hrist e n d o m,'  c a p p e d off  wit h  
w orl d  b ur ni n g  a n d dr y- g o o ds  as c e nsi o n  r o b es f or a n  
a eri el  fli g ht i n 1 8 4 3 1 4 8

T h o m as  w e nt  o n  t o d e pi ct  M ars h  as c a u g ht  o n  o n e  of  
t w o h or ns  of  a  dil e m m a.  Si n c e  M ars h  h a d  o n c e  b eli e v e d  i n 
t h e Mill erit e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e mill e n ni u m  a n d d e ni e d  t h e 
r est or ati o n of  Isr a el i n t h e fl es h, t h e n h e h a d  eit h er  
a p ost asi z e d si n c e his  c o n v ersi o n i n 1 8 2 8  (t h e y e ar  w as  
a ct u all y 1 8 2 3),  i n w hi c h  c as e h e  c o ul d n ot  r et ur n t o t h e 
f ait h, or  h e  h a d  n e v er  a ct u all y b e e n  c o n v ert e d.  T h o m as  
" c h arit a bl y " o pt e d  t o t ell M ars h  t h at h e  h a d  n ot  y et  b e e n  
c o n v ert e d, f or t h e n h e  still h a d  h o p e.  " A n i g n or a nt m a n  
mi g ht  v er y  h o n estl y  a n d si n c er el y b e c o m e  a Mill erit e,  
M or m o n,  M o h a m m e d a n,  J e w, P a pist,  I nfi d el, or  a n yt hi n g  
els e;  b ut  a m a n  o n c e  e nli g ht e n e d b y  G o d's  k n o wl e d g e —  
n o,  n e v er  sir, n e v er! " 4 9 M ars h  w as  eit h er i g n or a nt or  a  
dis h o n est,  wi c k e d  a p ost at e. T h es e  w er e  t h e o nl y  t w o 
o pti o ns.

R es p o n di n g  t o t his arti cl e,  M ars h  wr ot e  t h at:
T h es e  f e arf ul t hr e at e ni n gs ar e  us e d  b y  Dr.  T h o m as  

t o j ustif y hi m  i n j u d gi n g all  tr u e C hristi a ns  as  w ort h y  
a n d s ur e of  et er n al d a m n ati o n,  w h o  e m br a c e d t h e 
err ors  of  ' Mill eris m.' T h e  o nl y  h o p e  of  s al v ati o n h e  
off ers  t o t h e m, a n d  of  c o urs e  t o all  ot h ers  w h o  m a y  at  
a n y  ot h er  ti m e h a v e  e m br a c e d  a n y  ot h er  err or  is, t h at 
t h e y w er e  n ot  C hristi a ns  pr e vi o us  t o f alli n g i nt o t h eir 
err ors,  b ut  w er e  i g n or a nt of  t h e ' o n e f ait h,' a n d  w er e  
' a c c urs e d' 'si n n ers'! . . . T o  s a y t h at all pr of ess e d  
C hristi a ns  s ust ai n t h e c h ar a ct er  eit h er  of  ' a n a c c urs e d  
si n n er,' or  of  ' a n a c c urs e d a p ost at e,' w h o  h a v e  e m 
br a c e d  or  e nt ert ai n s o m e err ors i n f ait h, as Dr.  T.  
t e a c h es, is u n c hristi a ni zi n g  all,  wit h  t h e e x c e pti o n  p er 
h a ps  of  a f e w i ns pir e d p ers o ns,  w h o  e v er b or e  t h e
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All  m a n ki n d  ar e  wr o n g  i n e v er yt hi n g  a n d  c a n n ot  b e  
s a v e d u nl ess  t h e y a c k n o wl e d g e t h e ms el v es bl o c k 
h e a ds,  a n d a d o pt  t h e vi e ws  of  t his s e c o n d S ol o m o n.  
...His  El  pis  Isr a el is t h e s u m t ot al of  t h e G os p el,  a n d

ftii uti o n H er al d  b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  at Or e g o n,  
B e c k y  H all,  T y p cs cll cr.  A n n u al  S u bs cri pti o n,  $ 1 2. C h ur c h  of  G o d

i q uir y. M a n us cri pts  l o E dit or,  6 0 7  S.  4t h  St.,  Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1.

T o  Fi el d's  a c c us ati o n  t h at h e,  i n o b e di e n c e  t o C a m p b ell,  
a gr e e d  t h at "t h e d o ctri n e  h e  is n o w  t e a c hi n g, a n d  f or n ot  
b eli e vi n g  w hi c h,  h e  n o w  n o n-f ell o ws hi ps  e v er y b o d y,  w as  
pf  n o  pr a cti c al  b e n efit, "  T h o m as  wr ot e:
" N o w,  w h e n  N at h a ni el,  t h e g e ntil e  i n d e e d, p e n n e d  

t his, h e  d o u btl ess  gl e ef ull y  t h o u g ht h e  h a d  c or n er e d  us  
u p  i nt o a v er y  ti g ht pl a c e,  i n d e e d; b ut  w h e n  h e  h a d  
d o n e  l a u g hi n g a n d  r u b bi n g his  h a n ds,  a n d  a b o ut  t o e at  
us  u p  li k e br e a d,  h e  w o ul d  fi n d t h at w e  w er e  n ot  
t h er e.5 2

Fi el d  w as  n ot  willf ull y  l yi n g, T h o m as  e x pl ai n e d, b ut  
w as  j ust i g n or a nt or  st u pi d, or  b ot h.  T h o m as  h a d  d o n e  
" n ot hi n g 'i n o b e di e n c e  t o t h e di ct u m  of  A. C.,'  f or A. C.  
s ai d n ot hi n g  i n t h e pr e mis es;  s e c o n dl y, t h e d o ctri n e  w e  ar e  
n o w  t e a c hi n g as t h e g os p el  a n d its o b e di e n c e,  w e  w er e  
i g n or a nt of  i n 1 8 3 8. " 5 3

N eit h er  w as  it tr u e t h at T h o m as  h a d a b a n d o n e d  
p u bli c ati o n  of  t h e A d v o c at e  i n o b e di e n c e  t o t h e di ct u m;  o n  
t h e c o ntr ar y,  h e  h a d  c o nti n u e d  t o p u blis h  t h e A d v o c at e  f or 
a n ot h er  y e ar.

" H a vi n g t h us a n ni hil at e d  N at h a ni el  of  I n di a n a, " T h o m as  
pr o c e e d e d "t o wi p e  o ut  of  c o ntr o v ersi al e xist e n c e his  
br ot h er  J os e p h, of  R o c h est er,  N. Y. " 5 4
m e nt  wit h  C a m p b ellis m  c o ul d  n ot  b e  st yl e d as " gr e at si ns  
u n c o nf ess e d, " b e c a us e  h e,  u nli k e  M ars h,  h a d  n ot  o nl y  
c o nf ess e d his  err or, b ut  h a d  o b e y e d  t h e g os p el  b y  b ei n g  
b a pti z e d  i n 1 8 4 7.
， M ars h  a n d  Fi el d  w er e  q ui c k  t o r es p o n d i n t h e E x p osit or.  
M ars h  wr ot e  t h at:

T h e  c o ntr o v ers y  b et w e e n  us  a n d  Dr.  T h o m as  o n  t h e 
pr e-r e q uisit es  t o b a ptis m,  f or s o m e ti m e at first w as  
c o nfi n e d  t o t h e S cri pt ur es.  W e  m et  all  of  t h e d o ct or's  
ar g u m e nts, a n d as w e  t hi n k cl e arl y s h o w e d t h at his  
p ositi o n  w as  u ns cri pt ur al  a n d  u nr e as o n a bl e.  W e  tr e at e d 
hi m,  h o w e v er, — wit h  C hristi a n  c o urt es y,  a n d  f elt n o  
dis p ositi o n  t o m a k e  a  br e a c h  of  C hristi a n  fri e n ds hi p 
b et w e e n  us,  o n  a c c o u nt  of  a diff er e n c e  of  s e nti m e nt. 
B ut  h e m a nif est e d  a diff er e nt dis p ositi o n, a n d  
c o m m e n c e d  a  p ers o n al  att a c k  u p o n  us,  Dr.  N.  Fi el d,  
a n d ot h ers  w h o  s y m p at hi z e wit h  us  i n r ef er e n c e t o 
t h es e m att ers. 5 5

I n t h e arti cl e t h at f oll o w e d, Fi el d  c ari c at ur e d  T h o m as'  
b eli ef:

t h e cr e e d  of  his  br et hr e n.  It m a y  b e  c all e d  T h o m asis m,  
i n c o ntr a disti n cti o n  t o all  ot h er  is ms. It is a  w o n d erf ul  
pr o d u cti o n,  a n d as gr e at  a dis c o v er y  as t h e p hil os 
o p h er's  st o n e. N o  o n e  w h o  d o u bts  it, is fit f or t h e 
ki n g d o m  of  h e a v e n.  It c o nt ai ns  e v er yt hi n g  n e c ess ar y  t o 
s al v ati o n,  t h e t hr e e fr o gs [ of R e v el ati o n]  i n cl u d e d....

I a m  gl a d  t h at h e  h as  f o u n d m o ori n gs  at  l ast, a n d  is 
n o w  s atisfi e d. I li k e t h e d o ct or,  a n d t hi n k h e  m a y  d o  
s o m e g o o d.  . . . H e  cl ai ms ori gi n alit y  i n his  dis 
c o v eri es,  b ut  I t hi n k t h e E n glis h  lit er alists c o nsi d er a bl y  
i n a d v a n c e  of  hi m.  T h at,  h o w e v er,  is a m att er  of  n o  
i m p ort a n c e, pr o vi d e d  h e  is ri g ht. H e  p u blis h es  a n e at  
a n d  i nt er esti n g p eri o di c al  w ell  w ort h  t h e s u bs cri pti o n  
pri c e. 5 6

I n t h e s e c o n d i nst all m e nt of  " T h o m asis m, " 5 7  Fi el d  pr o m 
is e d t o a d dr ess  T h o m as'  vi e ws  i n a  s eri es of  arti cl es:

I h o p e  h e  will  n ot  t a k e it a miss,  b ut  k e e p  i n a  g o o d  
h u m or.  If h e  will  e at m or e  s u g ar, it will  n e utr ali z e  
s o m e of  t h e vi n e g ar  i n his  v ei ns.  H e  h as  li v e d t o o 
m u c h  o n  w or m w o o d.  I f e ar it h as  e n g or g e d  his  li v er 
a n d  m a d e  hi m  a  mis a nt hr o p e.  If h e  w a nts  t o r ef or m t h e 
w orl d  h e  m ust  e x or cis e hi ms elf  of  bitt er n ess. H ar d  
ar g u m e nts  a n d  s oft w or ds  will  d o  m or e  t h a n t h e c at- o'-  
ni n e  t ails t o c o n v ert m e n  t o his  vi e ws.  J os e p h a n d  
N at h a ni el  h a v e  N at h a ni el  h a v e  [si c.] dist ur b e d  his  
e q u a ni mit y  b y  p u blis hi n g  his  Vir gi ni a  c o m pr o mis e.  
D at es  a n d pl a c es  w er e  n ot  m at eri al  t o t h e f a ct. H e  
a d mits  t h at h e  di d  a c c e d e  t o it, b ut  e n d e a v ors  t o e x pl ai n  
it a w a y  b y  s p e ci al pl e a di n g.

... His  r e pl y s h o ws t h at all t h at I h a v e  s ai d a b o ut  
t h e c o m pr o mis e  is s u bst a nri all y tr u e. I n e v er  r ef us e d t o 
f ell o ws hi p t h e d o ct or,  b ut  si n c e his  c o n v ersi o n  t o his  
pr es e nt  vi e ws  h e  r ef us es t o f ell o ws hi p m e.  V er y  g o o d;  
e v er y  m a n  t o his  li ki n g.5 8

I n t h e t hir d i nst all m e nt,5 9 Fi el d  r ef ut e d T h o m as'  r ef u
t ati o n of  t h e c h ar g es  t h at h e  h a d  br o k e n  his  tr e at y wit h  t h e 
C a m p b ellit es:

I n his  " Hist ori c al R e mi nis c e n c es, "  h e  a d mits  e v er y  
m at eri al  f a ct i n m y  r e p ort of  t h e Vir gi ni a  c o m pr o mis e.  
H e  m er el y  q ui b bl es  a b o ut d at es, pl a c es  a n d c o n 
str u cti o ns. It is a  hist ori c al  f a ct, t h at e v er y b o d y  i n a n d 
o ut  of  Vir gi ni a,  o n c e  t h o u g ht t h at h e,  i n t h at c o m 
pr o mis e,  c e d e d a w a y his  ri g ht t o t e a c h t h e a bs ol ut e  
m ort alit y  of  m a n,  t h e d estr u cti o n  of  t h e wi c k e d,  a n d  t h e 
n o n-r es urr e cti o n  of  i nf a nts, i di ots a n d  P a g a ns.  Y e ars  
aft er w ar ds  h e  c o nf ess e d  t h at h e  di d  wr o n g  i n a gr e ei n g  
"t o h ol d  dis c ussi o n  of  t h es e s u bj e cts i n a b e y a n c e. "

B ut  n o w  h e  s a ys t h at h e  m e a nt  "t h e t hi n gs i n r el ati o n 
t h er et o "! W h at  n o ns e ns e!  . . . His  pl a y u p o n  t h e 
p hr as e ol o g y  of  t h e c o m pr o mis e  a n d  t h e s e ns e  t o w hi c h

5 6 I bi d：  6 0 5,  6 0 6.
5 1  E x p osit or,  M a y  1, 1 8 5 9,  V ol.  2 9,  N o.  2 3,  6 2 7,  6 2 8.
5 8/ bi d.,  6 2 8.
^ E x p osit or, M a y  1 5, 1 8 5 9,  V ol.  2 9,  N o.  2 4.
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I n r es p o ns e t o t h e s e c o n d c orr es p o n d e nt,  w h o  as k e d  t h at 
T h o m as  c o m m e nt  o n  Fi el d's  l at est arti cl e,  T h o m as  wr ot e  
t h at h e  h a d  t o o m u c h  i m p ort a nt writi n g  t o d o  a b o ut  ot h er  
t o pi cs. H e  w e nt  o n  t o writ e:  |

W e  h a v e  w e at h er e d  d uri n g  t h e p ast  t w e nt y o d d  
y e ars,  i nt e ns er h urri c a n es  t h a n t h e y c a n br e e z e  u p,  
t h o u g h t h e y mi g ht  bl o w  bi g  g u ns  till t h e y h a v e  cr a c k e d  
t h eir c h e e ks. L et  t h e m bl o w till t h eir wi n d  is 
e x h a ust e d. ...

W e  f e ar, t o o, t h at fri e n d M ars h  is a  h o p el ess  c as e.  
W e  c o m mis er at e his  bli n d n ess,  or  p er v ers e n ess,  or  
w h at e v er  els e  it m a y  b e  c all e d,  t h at pr e v e nts  hi m  fr o m 
o b e yi n g  t h e t n at h. . . . W h at e v er  p ers o n  or  t hi n g is 
a d v ers e i n pri n ci pl e  or  pr a cti c e  t o t h e g os p el  of  t h e 
ki n g d o m,  i n its si m pl e a p ost oli c  mi nistr ati o n,  is S at a n.  
T h o u g h  t h e y m a y  ass e nt  t o s o m e of  its pri n ci pl es,  t h e y 
mi x  t h es e u p  wit h  s o m u c h  of  t h eir o w n  f o olis h n ess, 
a n d  t h e s e nti m e nts of  t h e a p ost a c y [si c], t h at as  f ar as  
t h eir i nfl u e n c e g o es,  t h e y d estr o y t h e g os p el a n d  
p er v ert  t h e p e o pl e.  I n t his t h e y ar e  of  t h e S at a n,  a n d  
m ust  b e  r e b u k e d....

As  t o t h e s u g g esti o n of  "J. C. " t o c orr e ct  s o m e ol  
t h eir " ass erti o ns, " w e  c o n c ei v e  t h at it w o ul d  o nl y  b e  
ti m e a n d  tr o u bl e t hr o w n a w a y.  T h e y  will  ass ert  w h ai  
t h e y pl e as e,  a n d w h at  t h e y t hi n k will  b est  s er v e t h eir 
u n h all o w e d  p ur p os e.  It is i m p ossi bl e f or us  t o f oll o w 
t h e m t hr o u g h all t h e m a z es  of  t h eir cir c u ml o c uti o n. ...

A di e u,  t h e n, t o M essrs.  M ars h  a n d Fi el d,  f or t h e( 

pr es e nt.  Ti m e  m a y  c o m e  w h e n  t h e y will  a c k n o wl e d g e  
t h e tr ut h i n s pit e of  "t h e s e nti m e nts of  all C hris 
t e n d o m; " a n d w h e n  t h e y will  d e e pl y  r e gr et t h at t h e y 
e v er  s o u g ht o ur  d estr u cti o n.  T h er e  is a  mi n e  e x c a v ati n g  
u n d er  fri e n d M ars h's  f e et, w hi c h  w h e n  it e x pl o d es,  
will  k n o c k  a  h ol e  i nt o his  h ull  t h at will  f o u n d er hi m  i n 
t h e a b yss pr of o u n d.  His  eff orts t o si n k us  will  n ot  
e n a bl e hi m  t o fl o at. As  f or Dr.  Fi el d,  his  r e c kl ess 
i m p et u osit y u nfits  hi m  f or s u c c essf ul str at e g y a g ai nst  
t h e tr ut h. L et  hi m  t a k e c ar e  of  his  br ai ns,  or  h e  will  fi n d 
t h e m s c att er e d,  a n d  hi ms elf  Zi ors  d e  c o m b at  a m o n g  t h e 
t hi n gs t h at w er e.  . . . W e li k e t h e d o ct or,  m al gr e  t h e 
fl o c ks of  s h e e p a n d wi n d mills  h e  c h ar g es wit h  his 
s p e ar; a n d h a v e  n ot  y et  b e e n  a bl e t o g et  a n gr y wit h  
hi m.  If w e  c o ul d  o nl y  g et  t h e D o n  Q ui x ott e  o ut  of  hi m,  
a n d  t h e tr ut h i nt o hi m,  h e  is j ust t h e m a n  t o b e  all  ri g ht. 
W ell,  t his w orl d  will  n ot  st a n d still; s o w e  will  h o p e  o n  
t h at all  will  y et  b e  w ell,  e v e n  wit h  fri e n ds' M ars h  a n d  
Fi el d.  A m e n. 6 5

T h e  c o nfli ct  o v er  r e b a ptis m h a d  n o w  c o m e t o a h e a d.  
Y e ars  h a d  p ass e d  si n c e M ars h  h a d  affir m e d  t h e r est or ati o n 
of  Isr a el a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h, y et  h e  h a d  n e v er  b e c o m e  
o b e di e nt  t o t h at f ait h i n T h o m as'  esti m ati o n,  si n c e h e  
n e v er  r e p u di at e d his  f or m er b a ptis m.  T h o u g h  M ars h  
d esir e d  t o w or k  wit h  T h o m as  a n d t h os e w h o  w er e  i n

6 】 I bi d., 6 6 5.
6 2 I bi d：  6 6 5,  6 6 6.
6 3 cf. " Hist ori c al R e mi nis c e n c es, "  H er al d,  1 8 5 9, 6 5: " wit h  

J os e p h M ars h,  as a C hrist y a n,  Mill erit e,  or  o u g ht  els e, w c  h a v e  
h a d n o  e c cl esi asti c al r el ati o n. "

6 * * “ A  H o p el ess  C as e, "  H er al d,  1 8 5 9,  1 6 6.

h e a c c e pt e d it, m a y  g o  f or w h at  t h e y ar e w ort h.  
S e nsi bl e  m e n  will  c o nstr u e  it b y  t h e s o u n d. It is a  pl ai n  
a n d  i nt elli gi bl e d o c u m e nt,  w hi c h  pr e cl u d e d  t h e d o ct or  

fr o m pr e a c hi n g  o n  t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n,  d estr u cti o n,  
a n d t h e n o n-r es urr e cti o n  of  i nf a nts, i di ots, a n d p a 

g a ns. 6 0
H a vi n g  s ai d t his, Fi el d  w e nt  o n  t o c h astis e  T h o m as  f or 

b ei n g  s o u n ki n d  t o A d v e ntists:
T h e  d o ct or is v er y h ar d o n t h e A d v e ntists,  

Mill eris m,  a n d St orris m.  I f e ar h e  is u n gr at ef ul.  F or 
h a d  it n ot  b e e n  f or t h e A d v e nt  m o v e m e nt,  I d o  n ot  
b eli e v e  t h at t his d a y,  h e  w o ul d  h a v e  a  c or p or al's  g u ar d  
of  f oll o w ers. A  br o k e n  d o w n  e x- C a m p b ellit e,  h e  g o es  
n ort h  t o t a k e a d v a nt a g e  of  t h e m o v e m e nt,  a n d  is n o w  
b uil di n g  o n  ot h er  m e n's  f o u n d ati o n, a n d  al! t h e w hil e  
e x p osi n g  its r ott e n n ess! S u c h,  at  l e ast, is m y  o pi ni o n 
of  his  c o urs e.

Wit h  all his  ultr ais ms,  I c o ul d  h a v e  b o m e,  a n d  di d  
b e ar  wit h  hi m,  u ntil  h e  t ur n e d his  b a c k  o n  his  fri e n ds, 
b e c a us e  t h e y c o ul d n ot  s u bs cri b e t o his  vi e ws.  H e  
s u d d e nl y b e c a m e  i nt e ns el y s e ct ari a n, a n d wit h dr e w  
fr o m all  C hrist e n d o m,  m ys elf  i n cl u d e d, a n d  o p e n e d  his  
b att eri es  u p o n  e v er y b o d y  a n d  e v er yt hi n g,  n ot  e x a ctl y  
a c c or di n g  t o his  n oti o ns. 6 1

C o m m e nti n g  o n  t h e arti cl e,  M ars h  a d d e d  t h at T h o m as  
w as  " e xtr e m el y i n c o nsist e nt i n his  c o urs e,  t o s a y n ot hi n g  of  
his  m a nif est  i n gr atit u d e t o t h os e w h o  r ais e d hi m  fr o m 
o bs c urit y  t o his  pr es e nt  n ot ori et y  a m o n g us.  If h e  c o ul d  
f ell o ws hi p us a n d ot h ers  of  o ur  f ait h, w hi c h  h e w ell  
u n d erst o o d,  t h e n, u nl ess  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d, a n d w e  h a v e  
n ot,  h e  s h o ul d d o  it n o w,  or  a c k n o wl e d g e t h at h e  err e d  
t h e n. "6 2  T o  t his T h o m as  w o ul d  u n d o u bt e dl y  h a v e  a ns w er e d  
t h at h e  h a d  n e v er  r e all y f ell o ws hi p e d M ars h  i n t h e first 
pl a c e. 6 3

T w o  of  T h o m as'  c orr es p o n d e nts  i m pl or e d T h o m as  t o 
r et ali at e. O n e  of  t h e m, w h os e  n a m e  is n ot  gi v e n,  wr ot e:

Drs.  Fi el d  a n d  M ars h  ar e  o ut  as  l ar g e as  lif e i n " T h e  
E x p osit or, "  a n d  p o uri n g  t h e vi als  of  t h eir wr at h  o n  t h e 
d e v ot e d  h e a d  of  t h eir vi cti m;  t h at is, u p o n  y o urs elf.  
Y o ur  l ast arti cl e u p o n  t h eir c as e e vi d e ntl y c ut d e e p.  
P u blis hi n g  t h e tr ut h, a n d  a p pl yi n g  it t o t h eir i n di vi d u al 
c as es, is t o o h u mili ati n g  f or t h eir pri d e,  a n d m a k es 
t h e m s q uir m c o nsi d er a bl y. I f e ar t h at M ars h  is n o w  a  
h o p el ess  c as e;  f or I p er c ei v e  f or s o m e ti m e b a c k  t h at h e  
h as  b e e n  a p p ar e ntl y r etr o gr a di n g, es p e ci all y  si n c e h e  
h as  s et his  f a c e a g ai nst  t h e tr ut h. I a m  s orr y f or t his, as  
o n c e  I h a d  s o m e h o p e  t h at h e  w o ul d  f ull y o b e y  t h e 
g os p el. 6 4

6 0 l bi d., 6 6 4.

6 2 l bi d：  6 6 5,  6 6 6.
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Err at a  a n d O v ersi g ht  D e p art m e nt:

It w as  a n  o v ersi g ht  l ast iss u e ( H N 5: 4  A pril/ M a y,  
1 9 9 3)  t o n e gl e ct  a d di n g  J. W.  M c L ai n's  n a m e  t o t h e 
cr e dits  o n  t h e Li n ds a y/ C o n n er  p h ot o.  J. W.  M c L ai n  
t o o k t h e p h ot o  a n d h as  st at e d it w as  his  f a v orit e. 
T h a n k  y o u  f or s h ari n g it wit h  o ur  r e a d ers.

E pil o g u e
M ars h  s ol d t h e E x p osit or  t o T h o m as  N e w m a n  i n 1 8 6 0.  

N e w m a n  t o o k p os essi o n  of  it i n A u g ust  of  t h at y e ar.  M ars h  
b e g a n  p u blis hi n g  a br a n d  n e w  p u bli c ati o n,  T h e  Bi bl e  
T e a c h er.  H o w e v er,  M ars h  s o o n g a v e  u p  t h e p u bli c ati o n  
b e c a us e  of  a n  a p p ar e nt  c o nfli ct  of  i nt er ests ( b ot h N e w m a n  
a n d  M ars h  s er v e d t h e s a m e s u bs cri b ers). W hil e  e diti n g  T h e  
Bi bl e  T e a c h er,  M ars h  h a d  b e g u n  w or ki n g  o n  his  n e xt  b o o k,  
T h e  Li g ht  of  Lif e,  b ut  t o t h e b est  of  o ur  k n o wl e d g e  it w as  
n e v er  p u blis h e d.

Fr e e d  fr o m his  e dit ori al  r es p o nsi biliti es, M ars h  m a d e  his 
E ast er n  a n d N ort h er n  e v a n g elisti c  t o urs, b ut  his  d et eri 
or ati n g  h e alt h  b e g a n  t o hi n d er  his  eff orts. 6 9  B ef or e  m o vi n g  
t o C a n a d a,  M ars h  g a v e  his  s u p pl y of  A g e  t o C o m e  b o o ks  
( a n d t h e a c c o m p a n yi n g  s o n g b o o ks e ntitl e d  T h e  Mill e n ni al  
H ar p)  t o N e w m a n  f or distri b uti o n.  E v a n g elist  R. V.  L y o n  
d es cri b e d  t h e A g e  t o C o m e  as  h a vi n g  d o n e  " m or e g o o d  t h a n 
a n y ot h er  w or k  e v er p u blis h e d  o n  t h e s u bj e ct i n t his 
c o u ntr y. "

M ars h  b e c a m e  a m e m b er  of  t h e C hristi a n  c h ur c h i n 
Os h a w a,  C a n a d a,  p eri o di c all y  pr e a c hi n g.  Wit hi n  t w o y e ars,  
h e  h a d  gr o w n  r estl ess, d esiri n g  t o e m b ar k o n  a n ot h er  
e v a n g elisti c  t o ur. H e  b e g a n  t h e t o ur, b ut  di e d  i n Mi c hi g a n  
i n 1 8 6 3  of  t y p h oi d f e v er.

His  d e at h  w as  p ass e d  o v er  i n r el ati v e sil e n c e b y  m u c h  of  
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  p arti c ul arl y  b y  l e a d ers s u c h as t h e 
Wils o ns  w h o  s h ar e d T h o m as'  vi e ws  o n  b a ptis m.  Ot h er  
l e a d ers c o nti n u e d  t o c arr y  t h e t or c h, d ef e n di n g  t h e d o ctri n e  
of  t h e A g e  t o C o m e.

T h e  e q ui p m e nt  M ars h  h a d  us e d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e y e ars  h e  
h a d  b e e n  p u blis hi n g  w as  t h e s a m e e q ui p m e nt  t h at w as  us e d  
t o p u blis h  t h e R estit uti o n  ( b e g u n i n 1 8 7 1)  b ef or e  it w as  
ulti m at el y  d estr o y e d  i n t h e C hi c a g o  fir e. I n t h at s e ns e,  
M ars h  w as  t h e f o u n d er of  w h at  b e c a m e  t h e R estit uti o n 」 。  
t h o u g h C h ur c h  of  G o d  e xtr e mists ( T h o m asit es li k e H u g 
gi ns  a n d  s o m e of  t h e Wils o ns)  n e v er  p u bli cl y  a c k n o wl 
e d g e d t h at f a ct. I n 1 9 1 1 T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  w as  
f o u n d e d, h o w e v er,  a n d  it s o o n r e pl a c e d t h e R estit uti o n  as  
t h e offi ci al  m a g a zi n e  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.

A  C h ur c h  of  O n e
T h o u g h  T h o m as  h a d  bi d  M ars h  a di e u,  h e  di d  n ot  h esit at e  

t o p u blis h t h e r e m ar ks of  M ar k  All e n  a n d A u g ust us  
Si nt z e ni c k  i n 1 8 6 0.  I n " T h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  i n 
R o c h est er,  N. Y., " 6 6 All e n  j o yf ull y r e p ort e d t h at fi v e m or e  
h a d  b e e n  r e b a pti z e d i n R o c h est er.  T hr e e  of  t h e b a ptis a n ds  
w er e  fr o m C o o k's  c o n gr e g ati o n, a n d t w o of  t h e m fr o m 
M ars h's.  O n e  of  t h e c o n v erts fr o m M ars h's  c h ur c h w as  
Si nt z e ni c k,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  M ars h's  p u blis h er  f or n e arl y  t e n 
y e ars.  All e n  gl o at e d:

It is n o w  s o m e t hr e e y e ars  si n c e a  f a n ati c al pr e a c h er  
of  A d v e ntis m  fr o m t h e e ast 6 7  s u c c e e d e d i n estr a n gi n g  
fr o m Mr.  M ars h  a  p art  of  his  f or m er fri e n ds, t o g et h er 
wit h  J. B. C o o k.  T his  c a us e d a  d e a dl y  br e a c h  i n w h at  
w as  c all e d "t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d, "  w hi c h  br e a c h  h as  
n e v er  b e e n  cl os e d; b ut  e a c h  of  t h e t w o p arti es  h as  
cl ai m e d t h at its elf w as  t h e tr u e C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n

I R o c h est er,  a n d  t h e ot h er  n ot. ...
B ut  wit hi n  a  f e w m o nt hs  p ast  a  c h a n g e  f or t h e b ett er  

h as  t a k e n pl a c e,  a n d  t h at O n e  B o d y,  of  w hi c h  m a n y  
l o o k e d u p o n  J os e p h M ars h  as a h e a d,  h as  arri v e d at  
s u c h a  p erf e ct  st at e of  u nit y  t h at it c a n  n o  l o n g er b e  r e nt 
a n d  di vi d e d,  u nl ess  i n di vi d u alit y its elf b e  di vi d e d:  f or 
J os e p h is n ot  o nl y  h e a d,  b ut  s h o ul d ers a n d  fr o nt, a n d  
h a n ds  a n d f e et, a n d all t hi n gs i n all t hi n gs: f or t h at 
b o d y  is n o w  c o n c e ntr at e d  a n d  c o ns oli d at e d  i n hi ms elf,  
as h e  n o w  st a n ds e ntir el y al o n e i n R o c h est er — a n  
E dit or  a n d  Mi nist er  wit h o ut  a n y  C h ur c h  or  c o n 
gr e g ati o n — as t h at b o d y,  s o oft e n  n oti c e d  i n t h e E x 
p osit or  as  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  m e eti n g  i n C h a p el  H all,  
c e as e d  t o e xist  s o m e m o nt hs  a g o.

Si mil arl y,  Si nt z e ni c k  r ej oi c e d b e c a us e  M ars h  a n d  C o o k  
" h a v e  pr ett y  m u c h  l eft t h e fi el d, a n d  t h er e is n o w  a  pr os p e ct  
t h at Mill eris m  a n d  its bli g hti n g  i nfl u e n c es ar e  d e p art e d  fr o m 
o ur  mi dst. " 6 8

N ot  o nl y  h a d  M ars h  l ost t h e r es p e ct a n d  fri e n ds hi p of  
T h o m as  a n d t h os e w h o  s h ar e d T h o m as'  vi e ws o n  
r e b a ptis m; n o w  h e  h a d  l ost his  c h ur c h  as  w ell.

s y m p at h y wit h  T h o m as  o v er  t h e b a ptis m  iss u e, s u c h a  
u ni o n  c o ul d  n ot  b e  cr e at e d. B y  1 8 5 9,  M ars h's  willi n g n ess  
t o d ef e n d  his  vi e w  of  b a ptis m  h a d  d e g e n er at e d  i nt o a  
t y villi n g n ess t o j oi n a  m ut u al  n a m e- c alli n g  c o nt est.  T h o m as  
h ar p e d  o n  M ars h's  a n d Fi el d's  Mill erit e  p ast;  M ars h  a n d  
Fi el d  i n t ur n h ar p e d  o n  T h o m as'  C a m p b ellit e  p ast.  M ars h  
a n d  Fi el d  w er e  S at a n,  e n e mi es  of  t h e g os p el;  T h o m as  w as  a  
bitt er,  br o k e n- d o w n  e x- C a m p b ellit e.  M ars h  a n d  T h o m as  
w er e  s o n e ar  t o e a c h  ot h er,  y et  s o f ar.

6 ’W c  b eli e v e H.  L.  H asti n gs  is l h e pr e a c h er  t o w h o m  All e n  
r ef ers.

6 8 " R o c h cst er, N.  Y.,  a n d s o m e of  its R eli gi o us  V a g ari es, "  
H er al d.  1 8 6 0,  2 2 9.

6 9 " M y H e alt h  a n d D esi g ns, "  E x p osit or,  N o v.  2 8, 1 8 6 0, V ol.
1, N o.  1 3, 9 9.

1 0 R estit uti o n.  V ol.  5 6.  N o.  2 4.
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U rls h (f r o nt), R ol a n d Stils o n, F. L. A usti n,  F r a n cis

I n F ait h,  
H a n y  G o e kl er.

D e ar  J a n et:

I e nj o y e d  r e a di n g y o ur  arti cl e  i n t h e A pril- M a y  iss u e of  
T h e  H er al d  titl e d, " T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  A br a h a mi c  F ait h  a n d  
Ot h er  T h o u g hts. "  Als o  I e nj o y e d t h e pi ct ur e  of  Br os.  
C o n n er  a n d Li n ds a y.  T h o u g h  m u c h  diff er e nt  i n st yl e a n d  
p ers o n alit y,  t h e y w er e  t w o of  o ur  b est  mi nist ers.  I k n e w  
t h e m b ot h  r e al w ell.  Li n ds a y  w as  gr e at  o n  d o ctri n e  a n d  
pr o p h e c y  a n d C o n n er  w as  a c o m m a n di n g fi g ur e a n d  
s p e a k er. I h a v e  s at i n cl ass es  t a u g ht b y  e a c h  o n e  at  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e.  Br o.  Li n ds a y  w as  o n e  of  t h e I nstr u ct ors at  t h e 
si x w e e ks'  tr ai ni n g cl ass  I att e n d e d i n 1 9 3 7.  Br o.  Li n ds a y  
w as  a g o o d  t e a c h er i n t h at h e  w o ul d  as k q u esti o ns  t h at 
m a d e  t h e st u d e nts t hi n k. Br o.  C o n n er  w as  a fi n e s p e a k er, 
a n d his  b ei n g  a l a w y er s h o w e d i n his  l o gi c al a p pr o a c h t o 
s u bj e cts. H e  w as  a  fi n e si n g er  t o o.

Y o u  m e nti o n e d  Br o.  U n d er w o o d  as  b ei n g  E dit or  of  T h e  
R estit uti o n,  a n d l at er t h at t h er e w er e  h urt  f e eli n gs a n d  
c h ar g es of  fi n a n ci al wr o n g d oi n g.  T h at  I k n o w n ot hi n g 
a b o ut. Li n ds a y  w as  a f or m er s c h o ol t e a c h er a n d w as  a n  
h o n est  m a n.  I r e c all hi m  t elli n g m y  m ot h er  o n e  ti m e t h at 
aft er  h e  t o o k o v er  as e dit or  of  T h e  H er al d  h e  p ai d  s o m e 
d e bts  t h at a f o n n er mi nist er  h a d  l eft b e hi n d  w h e n  h e  l eft 
Or e g o n.  I a m n ot  s ur e  j ust w h o  t his mi nist er  w as.  S p e a ki n g  
of  h u n  f e eli n gs, Br o.  Li n ds a y  l eft Or e g o n  d e e pl y  h urt.  T his  
is w h at  h e  t ol d m y  m ot h er  a n d  m e.  H e  h a d  b e e n  t h e E dit or

M el vill e  L y o n  ( ri g ht e n d), 5t h  
Di c k  ( 6t h r o w  
u n k n o w n t o E dit o r  ( C o ul d b e S. E.  M a g a w).  If y o u k n o w,  
w rit e  m e.  — P h ot o  b y  J. W.  M c L ai n.

D e ar  J a n et,
T his  Stils o n/ M attis o n/ Dr a b e nst ott  e x c h a n g e  is e x citi n g  

r e a di n g. I' m r at h er dis a p p oi nt e d w e'r e  n o l o n g er t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e A br a h a mi c  F ait h.  I n m y  bli n d  i g n or
a n c e  o v er  t h e y e ars,  I b e c a m e  att a c h e d  t o t h e p hr as e,  b ut  I 
g u ess  n o w  I m ust  dr o p  it.

O ur  f a mil y is w ell.  E nj o y  h a vi n g  M ar k  h o m e  f or a  w hil e.
R e x  C ai n.

D e ar  R e x,
I als o r e gr et t h at o ur  c o nf er e n c e  di d  n ot  i n c or p or at e i n 

1 9 2 0 as C O G A F,  b ut  p er h a ps  w e  c o ul d st art a n e w  
m ar k eti n g  pr o m oti o n —  h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
wit h  a s u b h e a di n g, " F ait h i n A br a h a m's  G o d "  q u oti n g  
fr o m R.  V.  L y o n  i n t h e Pr o p h eti c  W at c h m a n,  O ct.  1 2,  
1 8 6 7,  — E dit or.,

of  T h e  H er al d  a n d t h e n w as  f or c e d o ut  w h e n  Br o.  A usti n  
w as  el e ct e d as E dit or.  Li n ds a y  w e nt  t o T e m p e,  Ari z o n a,  
a n d f or m a n y  y e ars  w o ul d  h a v e  n ot hi n g  t o d o  wit h  t h e 
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  H e  w o ul d  h ol d  m e eti n gs  at  diff er e nt,  
c h ur c h es d uri n g  t h e s u m m er. L at er  o n  Li n ds a y  b e c a mJ  

q uit e  ill a n d  w as  o ut  of  a cti o n  f or q uit e  s o m e ti m e. D uri n g  
his ill n ess p e o pl e w er e  s o g o o d  t o hi m,  s e n di n g hi m  
m o n e y,  c ar ds,  et c. W h e n  h e  r e c o v er e d h e  w as  a diff er e nt  
m a n.  H e  a g ai n  att e n d e d  c o nf er e n c e  at  Or e g o n,  a n d  h e  a n d  
Br o.  A usti n  a g ai n  w er e  o n  s p e a ki n g t er ms.

T h a n ks  f or y o ur  g o o d  arti cl e  i n T h e  H er al d.

B usi n ess  s essi o n of G e n e r al  
F a mili a r f a c es a r c

r o w; H a r v e y  K r o g h,  Willi a m  
l eft); L e ot a  H a ns o n  ( b a c k ri g ht). S p e a k e r —Ji m M attis o n  (l eft), S hi rl e y ( L o gs d o n)

B u r n ett,  F r e d Cl a uss e n  ( 3 r d r o w), D al e  D u n b a r  ( 2 n d r o w);
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T h e  Tr a nsiti o n  i n t h e F o ur  G os p els

T o w ar d  t h e e n d  of  C hrist's  mi nistr y  it 
b e c a m e  e vi d e nt  t h at t h e m essi a ni c  Ki n g 
d o m  pr e di ct e d  i n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  w o ul d  
n ot  b e  f ulfill e d at J es us' first c o mi n g,

c h ur c h a g e Isr a el's pr o gr a m  is n ot  pr o 
gr essi n g  a n d  h er  pr o mis e  of  G o d's  f ut ur e 
bl essi n g  a w aits  f ulfill m e nt i n t h e mill e n 
ni al  Ki n g d o m.

all h o u g h t h e dis ci pl es w er e  e xtr e m el y  
sl o w  t o u n d erst a n d  a n d  r el u ct a nt t o a c c e pt  
it. T h e  l a w c o v e n a nt  w as  f a di n g a w a y,  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  w as  t o b e  d el a y e d,  s et asi d e  
t e m p or aril y, a n d t h e c h ur c h w as  b ei n g  
i ntr o d u c e d. All  t his l eft t h e dis ci pl es  
g e n er all y  c o nf us e d.  T h e y  h a d  t h eir h e arts  
s et o n  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d s e e mi n gl y r e
f us e d t o a c c e pt  t h e d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n 
of  C hrist  a n d  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e c h ur c h.  
T h e y  w er e  dist ur b e d a b o ut b e c o mi n g  
s er v a nts.  T h e y  w a nt e d  t or ei g n wit h M essi a h  
ri g ht n o w.  T h e  dis ci pl es  w er e  f a ci n g a  
m aj or  crisis,  a n d  o n  t o p of  it all  J es us w as  
g oi n g  t o l e a v e t h e m (J o h n 1 6: 7).  T h e y  
w er e  all "s h o o k u p "  ri g ht d o w n  t o t h e 
s ol es of  t h eir f e et. T his  n e ws  m ust  h a v e  
f all e n li k e t h u n d er i n t h eir e ars.  I w o n d er  
if w e  s o m eti m es m a k e  t h eir mist a k e  b y  
pl a ci n g  s o m u c h  e m p h asis  o n  t h e Ki n g 
d o m  a n d n ot  e n o u g h o n  t elli n g p e o pl e  
h o w  t o g et  t h er e.

T his  tr a nsiti o n c o nti n u es  o n  i nt o t h e 
e arl y  c h a pt ers  of  A cts.  At  t h e as c e nsi o n  
t h e dis ci pl es  as k e d: " L or d, wilt  t h o u at  
t his ti m e r est or e a g ai n t h e ki n g d o m  t o 
Isr a el ? " ( A cts 1: 6.)  T h e y  w er e  still f o
c us e d  o n  t h e Ki n g d o m,  a n d  di d  n ot  r e ali z e 
w h at  C hrist  w as  t e a c hi n g. T h e y  a p p ar 
e ntl y h a d  n ot  gr a b b e d  t h e d o ctri n e  a n d  
pr o gr a m  f or t h e c h ur c h.  T h e y  s p o k e as  
m e n,  as fl es h, a n d di d n ot  s e e G o d's  
o v er all  pl a n.  J ust  b e c a us e  c o u ns el  c o m es  
fr o m C hristi a ns,  it d o es n't  m e a n  t h at it is 
fr o m C hrist.  It m a y  b e  or  it m a y  n ot  b e.

T his  tr a nsiti o n s o e vi d e nt  i n t h e G os 
p els,  a n d c o nti n u e d i n t h e first p art  of  
A cts,  s e e ms t o r e a c h its cli m a x i n A cts  
1 3: 4 6:  "' T h e n  P a ul  a n d  B ar n a b as  a ns w er e d  
t h e m [t h e J e ws]  b ol dl y:  ' W e h a d  t o s p e a k  
t h e W or d  of  G o d  t o y o u  first. Si n c e  y o u  
r ej e ct it a n d d o  n ot  c o nsi d er  y o urs el v es  
w ort h y  of  et er n al  lif e, w e  n o w  t ur n t o t h e 
G e ntil es *  " ( A cts 1 3: 4 6,  NI V).  At  t his 
p oi nt  itis cl e ar t h at Isr a el's pr o gr a m  is p ut  
o n  h ol d  u ntil  t h e m ess a g e  of  C hrist  cr u ci 
fi e d, ris e n, a n d  c o mi n g  a g ai n  is pr e a c h e d  
t o t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h.

J es us i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  b e c o m es  
n ot  o nl y  M essi a h  t o Isr a el b ut  t h e S a vi or  
of  t h e w orl d.  T h at's  h o w  w e  as  G e ntil es  
e nt er  b y  f ait h i nt o G o d's  r e d e m pti v e pl a n.  
" H a d  t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el r e p e nt e d at  P et er's  
c all  [ A cts 2],  t h e pr o p h eti c  pr o gr a m  o ut 
li n e d b y  J o el a n d  P et er  w o ul d  h a v e  c o n-

A  F or et ast e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m

D uri n g  His  p ast  e art hl y  mi nistr y,  J es us 
g a v e  m a n  a f or et ast e of  Ki n g d o m  c o n di 
ti o ns wit h  all t h e mir a cl es,  h e ali n gs,  et c.  
As  Is ai a h pr o p h esi e d:  " T h e n t h e e y es  of  
t h e bli n d  s h all b e  o p e n e d,  a n d  t h e e ars  of  
t h e d e af  s h all b e  u nst o p p e d.  T h e n  s h all 
t h e l a m e m a n  l e a p as  a n  h art  ( d e er), a n d  
t h e t o n g u es of  t h e d u m b  si n g... ( 3 5: 5, 
6).

W e  m ust  r e m e m b er t h at J es us pr e 
s e nt e d Hi ms elf  t o Isr a el as  h er  M essi a h  
a n d  Ki n g,  b ut  t h e J e ws  "r e c ei v e d  hi m  n ot "  
(J o h n 1: 1 1).

M or e o v er,  C hrist  c o m missi o n e d t h e 
t w el v e t o g o  t o Isr a el o nl y.  S ai d  H e  t o 
t h e m: * * G o  n ot  i nt o t h e w a y  of  t h e G e n 
til es, a n d  i nt o a n y  cit y  of  t h e S a m arit a ns  
e nt er  y e  n ot.  B ut  g o  r at h er t o t h e l ost s h e e p 
of  t h e h o us e  of  Isr a el " ( M att. 1 0: 5,  6).  
D uri n g  J es us * e art hl y mi nistr y  t h e l a w 
c o v e n a nt w as  still i n f or c e, t h e t e m pl e 
s yst e m w as  still o p er ati v e,  t h e S a b b at h  
w as  still b ei n g  o bs er v e d,  et c. T h e  n e w  
c o v e n a nt  c o ul d  n ot  c o m e  i nt o f or c e u ntil  
t h e d e at h  of  J es us, t h e o n e  w h o  m a d e  t h e 
will  ( H e b. 9: 1 6,  1 7).  A  l e p er t h at J es us 
h e al e d  w as  t ol d t o g o  t o t h e pri est  a n d  
off er  f or his cl e a usi n g  " a c c or di n g  as  M os es  
c o m m a n d e d "  ( L u k e 5: 1 4).

O n  a n ot h er o c c asi o n  a  w o m a n of C a n a a n  
r e q u est e d h e ali n g  f or h er  d a u g ht er  w h o  
w as  "s eri o usl y affli ct e d wit h  i ns a nit y " 
( M att. 1 5: 2 2,  L a ms a).  T o  h er  r e q u est, 
J es us  r e pli e d:1 1 ! a m  n ot  s e nt  b ut  t o t h e l ost 
s h e e p of  t h e h o us e  of  Isr a el.... It is n ot  
m e et  t o t a k e t h e c hil dr e n's  br e a d,  a n d  c ast  
it t o t h e d o gs "  ( v v. 2 4,  2 6).  J es us w as  
s a yi n g t h at it w as  n ot  ri g ht t o t a k e t h e 
bl essi n gs  of  Isr a el a n d  gi v e  t h e m t o t h e 
G e ntil es  ( d o gs). H o w e v er,  at  t h e w o m a n' s 
i nsist e n c e, J es us  h e al e d  h er  d a u g ht er.  T his,  
of  c o urs e, w as  b ef or e  t h e c h ur c h  c a m e  
i nt o e xist e n c e.

I n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  J es us a n d t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ar e  i ns e p ar a bl y li n k e d. 
Of  c o urs e  t his is e q u all y  tr u e i n t h e N e w  

■ ^ T est a m e nt  ( A cts 8: 1 2),  It's a  s m all w o n-  
t h at w h e n  J es us b e g a n  His  e art hl y  

mi nistr y  H e  a n n o u n c e d t o Isr a el: " R e-  
p e nt,  f or t h e ki n g d o m  of  h e a v e n  is at  
h a n d "  ( M alt. 4: 1 7).  T h e  Ki n g d o m of h e a v e n  
i n t his c o nt e xt  is t h e r ul e of  h e a v e n  ( or 
G o d)  o v er  t h e e art h.

J es us  h a d  c o m e  t o s et u p  t h e m essi a ni c  
Ki n g d o m  t h e n a n d  t h er e. G o d  w as  r e a d y; 
J es us  w as  r e a d y; b ut  His  p e o pl e  w er e  n ot  
r e a d y, s o it di d n't  h a p p e n.  I n vi e w  of  
n ati o n al  r ej e cti o n of  J o h n a n d Hi ms elf,  
J es us t h e n off er e d  a n i n vit ati o n t o i n di
vi d u als  t o b e c o m e  His  dis ci pl es  w hi c h  
b e c a m e  t h e n u cl e us  of  t h e c h ur c h.

F a ci n g  t his r ej e cti o n, J es us  r e c o g ni z e d 
t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  h e  w as  off eri n g  Isr a el 
w o ul d  n ot  b e  f ulfill e d s o o n, b ut  w o ul d  
c o m e  a b o ut  at  His  s e c o n d c o mi n g.  J es us 
h a d  b e e n  off eri n g  t h e Ki n g d o m  i n t h e 
f or m of  off eri n g  Hi ms elf  as  t h e M essi a h  
a n d  ki n g  oflsr a el.  As  w as  pr e di ct e d  i n t h e 
Ol d  T est a m e nt,  t his r ej e cti o n l e d J es us  t o 
t h e cr oss  w hi c h  w as  a  p art  of  G o d's  et er 
n al  pl a n  f or r e d e m pti o n of  t h e w orl d.

O n e  mi g ht  ill ustr at e t his r ej e cti o n wit h  
t h e e x p eri e n c e  of  Isr a el at K a d es h- B ar-  
n e a.  T h e  Isr a elit es h a d  c o m e  cl os e  t o t h e 
Pr o mis e d  L a n d  a n d  c o ul d  h a v e  e nt er e d  it, 
b ut  t e n of  t h e s pi es  s ai d t h e l a n d c o ul d  n ot  
b e  t a k e n. T h at  u n b eli ef  c ost  Isr a el a n ot h er  
3 8  y e ars  of  w a n d eri n g  i n t h e d es ert.  ( S e e 
D e ut er o n o m y  1: 4 6; 2: 1 4;  N u m b ers  1 3 : 2 6 
-1 4: 2 5.)  Isr a el's e nt eri n g  t h e l a n d fl o w
i n g wit h  mil k  a n d  h o n e y  w as  p ost p o n e d  
u ntil  t h at g e n er ati o n  di e d  a n d  a n e w  o n e  
c a m e  o n  t h e s c e n e  w hi c h  w e nt  i n a n d  t o o k 
C a n a a n  fr o m s e v e n h e at h e n  tri b es t h at 
i nf est e d t h e l a n d ( D e ut. 7: 1- 7).

I n a si niil ar w a y  t h e J e ws r ej e ct e d 
J es us' off er  of  t h e ki n g d o m  at His  first 
c o mi n g, a n d w er e  dis p ers e d  t o t h e f o ur 
p oi nts  of  t h e c o m p ass  ( L u k e 2 1 : 2 4). T h e  
ki n g d o m  w as  p ost p o n e d,  s et asi d e, d e 
l a y e d f or t h e m u ntil  t h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  
M essi a h  w h e n  t h e b eli e vi n g  r e m n a nt will  
a c c e pt Hi m  as t h eir Ki n g.  D uri n g  t h e 
i nt er- a d v e nt a g e,  G o d  h as  t ur n e d t o t h e 
n ati o ns  of  e art h  t o t a k e o ut  fr o m a m o n g  

a p e o pl e  f or His  n a m e  c oll e cti v el y  
^ ^ c all e d  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( A cts 1 5: 1 4;  

E p h.  3: 1 4,  1 5;  1 Ti m.  3: 1 5).  D uri n g  t h e
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A

( P art T w o  
of  T hr e e)

T h e  c h ur c h  i s a  

s el e ct e d  gr o u p  

f or a  v er y  

s p e cifi c

b y  P ast or  Fr a n cis  B ur n ett  
B ell e  Pl ai n e,  I A

ti n u e d o n  u ni nt err u pt e d.  It w o ul d  h a v e  
c ul mi n at e d  i n t h e r et ur n of  t h e M essi a h  
a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  His  ki n g d o m.  I n 
t h e f o ur G os p els,  t h e L or d  J es us a n d  His  
ki n g d o m w er e  off er e d  t o Isr a el. T his  
pr o gr a m  w as  off er e d  t o t h e m a g ai n  d uri n g  
t h e A cts  p eri o d,  b ot h  t o t h os e i n t h e l a n d 
a n d  t o t h os e i n t h e dis p ersi o n.  B ut  si n c e 
t h e y r ej e ct e d it a g ai n,  t his w o n d erf ul  ti m e, 
i n cl u di n g t h e o ut p o uri n g  oft h e  s pirit  u p o n

Isr a el, is p ost p o n e d  u ntil  a  f ut ur e D a y " —  
P ast or  Si d  H at c h,  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d,  
F e br u ar y- M ar c h,  1 9 9 3,  p a g e  1 9.

M essi a h  w as  b or n  at a ti m e of  gr oss  
d ar k n ess  a n d  s pirit u al  i g n or a n c e (Is a. 9: 2).  
P a g a nis m  a n d s u p erstiti o n r ei g n e d s u
pr e m e.  Gr e e k  m yt h ol o g y  h el d  m a n  i n its 
gri p. I nt o t h e w orl d  of  H er o d's  t a x es, 
C a es ar's  ar mi es, a n d  m a n's  i n h u m a nit y

P et er,  at  l e ast. B utit  f urt h er est a blis h e d  t h e o p p or 
t u nit y f or J es us  t o b uil d  t h er e o n. J es us  s ai d, " A n d  
I t ell y o u  t h at y o u  ar e  P et er,  a n d  o n  t his r o c k I will  
b uil d  m y  c h ur c h,  a n d  t h e g at es  of  H a d es  will  n ot  
o v er c o m e  it " ( M att. 1 6: 1 8,  NI V). "  ' T h e c h ur c h 新  
n ot  J u d ais m i m pr o v e d a n d  c o nti n u e d. *. .. "

C hristi a nit y  is a n e w  wi n e  p o ur e d  i nt o n e w  
wi n e-s ki ns.. .. J es us  d e cl ar e d  t h at t h e C h ur c h  w as  
s o m et hi n g f ut ur e. . . . P a ul  r e g ar d e d t h e tr ut h 
c o n c er ni n g  t h e C h ur c h  as  a  m yst er y  t h at *i n  ot h er  
g e n er ati o ns  w as  n ot  m a d e  k n o w n  u nt o  t h e s o ns  of  
m e n,  as  it h at h  n o w  b e e n  r e v e al e d u nt o  His  h ol y  
a p ostl es a n d pr o p h ets  i n t h e S pirit. *  " l " ' M y 
c h ur c h/ s a ys o ur  L or d,  c alli n g  t h e C h ur c h  His  
o w n;  a m a g nifi c e nt  e x pr essi o n  r e g ar di n g Hi m 
s elf, r e m ar ks B e n g el,  n o w h er e  els e  o c c urri n g  i n 
t h e G os p el. ,， 2 " T h e C h ur c h  h as  o n e  f o u n d ati o n, 
a n d o nl y  o n e,  t h e C hrist,  t h e S o n  of  t h e li vi n g 
G o d.  ” 3

" ' T h e c h ur c h  is b uilt  u p o n  t h e f o u n d ati o n of  
a p ostl es  a n d  pr o p h ets,  wit h  J es us  as  t h e c hi ef  c or 
n erst o n e *  ( E p h. 2: 2 0).  J es us is t h e o nl y  s ur e  f o u n
d ati o n  f or t h e b uil di n g, a n d  t h e o nl y  s uit a bl e  H e a d  
f or t h e b o d y.' "  T h e  Ol d  T est a m e nt  h as  t h e pr o p h e 
ci es  t o s h o w  t h atJ es us w as  t h e c or n erst o n e  w hi c h  
is t h e b e gi n ni n g  f or a n y f o u n d ati o n. " T h e st o n e 
t h e b uil d ers  r ej e ct e d h as  b e c o m e  t h e c a pst o n e;  t h e 
L O R D  h as  d o n e  t his... '' ( Ps a. 1 1 8: 2 2- 2 4,  N 1 V.)  
* * S o  t his is w h at  t h e S o v er ei g n  L O R D  s a ys: ' S e e, 
I l a y a  st o n e  i n Zi o n,  a  t est e d st o n e, a  pr e ci o us  c d(|

S  N O T E D  I N S E G M E N T  O N E,  t h e 
w orl d  is di vi d e d  i nt o t hr e e gr o u ps  of  
p e o pl e.  T h e y  ar eJ e ws,  G e ntil es,  a n d  
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  ( S e e 1 C or.  

1 0: 3 2.)  T his  g e n er al  c o n c e pt  is a c c e pt e d  b y  n e arl y  
all, if n ot  all, Bi bl e  st u d e nts. W h er e  d o es  o n e  
b e gi n  t o est a blis h  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e c h ur c h ?  
T h e  m ost  l o gi c al st arti n g p oi nt  is t o u n d erst a n d  
t h e m e a ni n g  of  t h e w or d  " c h ur c h. " It is t h e tr a ns
l ati o n of  t h e Gr e e k  e k kl esi a,  w hi c h  is f or m e d fr o m 
t w o b as e  w or ds:  " e k, " m e a ni n g  " o ut "; a n d " k a-  
l e o, " m e a ni n g  " c all. "  S o  p ut  t o g et h er t h e y f or m 
" o ut c all. "  Or,  e x pr ess e d  m or e  u n d erst a n d a bl y,  
" c all e d o ut. "  T h er ef or e,  t h e gr o u p  of  p ers o ns  
s p o k e n  of  as  t h e c h ur c h  is m a d e  u p  of  t h os e w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  u c all e d  o ut "  t o b e c o m e  a  diff er e nt  ki n d  
of  p e o pl e.

T h e  f or mi n g of  t h e c h ur c h  is m ost  i m p ort a nt 
a n d  c a n  b e  d et er mi n e d  b y  k n o wi n g  t h e W or d  of  
G o d.  T h e  c h ur c h  is b uilt  o n  a s oli d f o u n d ati o n. 
T h at  f o u n d ati o n is J es us C hrist.  T h e  f or m ati o n 
w as  fr o m J es us.  T h e  v erifi c ati o n  f or t his is f o u n d 
i n M att h e w's  a c c o u nt.  J es us h a d  as k e d t h e dis 
ci pl es  w h at  w as  b ei n g  s ai d a b o ut  Hi m.  W h at  di d  
t h e p e o pl e  t hi n k of  Hi m  a n d  w h o di d  t h e y t hi n k H e  
w as ?  A ns w er  w as  gi v e n  a n d t h e n J es us s ai d, 
“ ' B ut w h at  a b o ut  y o u ? ... W h o  d o  y o u  s a y I a m ?'  
Si m o n  P et er  a ns w er e d, * Y o u  ar e  t h e C hrist,  t h e 
S o n  of  t h e li vi n g G o d *  n ( M att. 1 6: 1 5, 1 6, NI V).  
T his  w as  a pr of o u n d  st at e m e nt. It est a blis h e d  
si m pl y, y et  f ort hri g htl y, w h at  t h e a p ostl es  k n e w;

t o m a n  J es us w as  b or n  as  t h e li g ht of  t h e 
w orl d  (J o h n 8: 1 2).

Hist or y  h as  a  w a y  of  r e p e ati n g its elf. It 
s e e ms  e v e n  n o w  t h at hist or y  h as  c o m e  
cir cl e. W e  li v e i n a w orl d  t h at at  
s e e ms h o p el ess,  b ut  t h e n t h er e is J es us  
C hrist,  M essi a h,  t h e S a vi or  of  t h e w orl d.  
C all  u p o n  Hi m  a n d c o nf ess y o ur  d e e p  
n e e d. « u
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J e s u s  d e cl ar e d  
t h at t h e C h ur c h  
w a s  s o m et hi n g  

f ut ur e....

will  n e v er  b e  dis m a y e d'  " (Is a. 2 8: 1 6,  
NI V).

As  o n e  e x a mi n es  t h e f a cts, it b e c o m es  
^ er y  e vi d e nt  t h e c h ur c h  is a  v er y  s p e ci al 
Jl e o pl e  t o G o d.  T h e  n u m b er- o n e  r e as o n is 

f o u n d i n t h e f a m o us w or ds  of  J o h n 3: 1 6,  
u F or  G o d  s o  l o v e d t h e w orl d,  t h at h e  g a v e  
his  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  t h at w h os o e v er  
b eli e v et h  i n hi m  s h o ul d n ot  p eris h,  b ut  
h a v e  e v erl asti n g  lif e. " P a ul  e n h a n c e d  t his 
t h o u g ht i n writi n g,  "' W hil e  w e  w ait  f or t h e 
bl ess e d  h o p e,  t h e gl ori o us  a p p e ari n g  of  
o ur  gr e at  G o d  a n d  S a vi o ur,  J es us C hrist,  
w h o  g a v e  hi ms elf  f or us  t o r e d e e m us  
fr o m all wi c k e d n ess  a n d t o p urif y  f or 
hi ms elf  a p e o pl e  t h at ar e  his  v er y  o w n,  
e a g er  t o d o  w h at  is g o o d ”  ( Tit us 2: 1 3, 1 4,  
NI V).  J es us' d e at h  w as  t o p ur c h as e  t h e 
b eli e v ers wit h  His  " o w n bl o o d "  ( A cts 
2 0: 2 8 b).  " F or y o u  k n o w  t h at it w as  n ot  
wit h  p eris h a bl e  t hi n gs s u c h as sil v er or  
g ol d  t h at y o u  w er e  r e d e e m e d fr o m t h e 
e m pt y w a y  of  lif e h a n d e d  d o w n  t o y o u  
fr o m y o ur  f or ef at h ers, b ut  wit h  t h e pr e 
ci o us bl o o d  of  C hrist,  a l a m b wit h o ut  
bl e mis h  or  d ef e ct "  ( 1 P et.  2: 1 8, 1 9,  NI V).

T h e  c h ur c h  h as  b e e n  c all e d.  Y es,  it is a  
s p e ci al  c alli n g  t o bri n g  h o n or  a n d  gl or y  t o 
j p o d t hr o u g h His  S o nJ es us.  " T o  t h e c h ur c h  
T)f  G o d  i n C ori nt h,  t o t h os e s a n ctifi e d i n 
C hrist  J es us  a n d  c all e d  t o b e  h ol y "  ( 1 C or.  
1 : 2 a). " B ut  t o t h os e w h o m  G o d  h as  c all e d,  
b ot h  J e ws  a n d  Gr e e ks,  C hrist  t h e p o w er  of  
G o d  a n d t h e wis d o m  of  G o d "  ( v. 2 4).  
"J ust  as  y o u  w er e  c all e d  t o o n e  h o p e  w h e n  
y o u  w er e  c all e d "  ( E p h. 4: 4 b,  NI V).  " B ut  
j oi n wit h  m e  i n s uff eri n g f or t h e g os p el,  
b y  t h e p o w er  of  G o d,  w h o  h as  s a v e d us  
a n d  c all e d  us  t o a  h ol y  lif e— n ot  b e c a us e  
of  a n yt hi n g  w e  h a v e  d o n e  b ut  b e c a us e  of  
his  o w n  p ur p os e  a n d gr a c e.  T his  gr a c e  
w as  gi v e n  us  i n C hrist  J es us b ef or e  t h e 
b e gi n ni n g  of  ti m e. " ( 2 Ti m.  1 : 8 b, 9,  NI V.)  
O n e  t hi n g t h at m a k es  t h e " c alli n g " v er y  
s p e ci al  is t o b el o n g  t o G o d.  " H o w  gr e at  is 
t h e l o v e t h e F at h er  h as  l a vis h e d o n  us,  t h at 
w e  s h o ul d  b e  c all e d  c hil dr e n  of  G o d ! a n d  
t h at is w h at  w e  ar e! "  ( 1 J o h n 3: 1 a,  NI V.)  
' T h er ef or e c o m e  o ut  fr o m t h e m a n d  b e  
s e p ar at e.... I will  b e  a  F at h er  t o y o u, a n d  
y o u  will  b e  m y  s o ns a n d  d a u g ht ers,  s a ys 
t h e L or d  Al mi g ht y "  ( 2 C or.  6: 1 7, 1 8,  

^ NI V).  W h at  a  bl ess e d  pri vil e g e  w hi c h  c a n  
R o m e  o nl y  t hr o u g h J es us.

T h e  c h ur c h  is a s el e ct e d gr o u p  f or a

T h e  c h ur c h  is t h e b asis  f or t h e tr ut h of  
G o d  t h at w as  t o b e  gi v e n  t o p e o pl e  of  
e v er y g e n er ati o n  si n c e J es us a n d t h e 
a p ostl es.  T h e  c h ur c h  h as  b e c o m e  ' Ti g hts " 
t o s h o w t h at J es us is t h e "li g ht of  t h e 
w orl d. "  P a ul  wr ot e  t o Ti m ot h y,  "If  I a m  
d el a y e d,  y o u  will  k n o w  h o w  p e o pl e  o u g ht  
t o c o n d u ct  t h e ms el v es i n G o d's  h o us e 
h ol d,  w hi c h  is t h e c h ur c h of  t h e li vi n g 
G o d,  t h e pill ar  a n d f o u n d ati o n of  t h e 
tr ut h " ( 1 Ti m.  3: 1 5,  NI V).  “ T h e  i m p or
t a n c e of  t h e c h ur c h  is t h at it is t h e o nl y  
gr e at  li vi n g wit n ess  of  g o o d n ess  a n d  ri g h
t e o us n essi n t h e e art h  t o d a y. G o d's  c h ur c h  
p e o pl e  st a n d  f or tr ut h. W h er e  els e  i n t his 
w orl d  is tr ut h f o u n d, or  ri g ht e o us n ess, or  
g o o d n ess,  e x c e pt i n t h e tr u e c h ur c h ?  
O utsi d e  t h e c h ur c h  t h er e is a f a mi n e of  
h e ari n g  t h e w or ds  of  t h e L or d.' ”  M u c h

v er y  叩 e cifi c  r e as o n. " Y o u  di d  n ot  c h o os e  
m e,  b ut  I c h os e  y o u  t o g o  a n d  b e ar  fr uit—  
fr uit t h at will  l ast (J o h n 1 5: 1 6,  NI V).  W e  
c a n  u n d erst a n d  t his i n t h e w or ds  of  J es us * 
pr a y er  as  r e c or d e d i n J o h n 1 7.  * * M y  pr a y er  
is n ot  f or t h e m al o n e.  I pr a y  als o  f or t h os e 
w h o  will  b eli e v e  i n m e  t hr o u g h t h eir 
m ess a g e,  t h at all  of  t h e m m a y  b e  o n e. ... 
M a y  t h e y als o  b e  i n us  s o t h at t h e w orl d  
m a y  b eli e v e  t h at y o u  h a v e  s e nt m e. ... I 
i n t h e m a n d  y o u  i n m e. ... F at h er,  I w a nt  
t h os e y o u  h a v e  gi v e n  t o m e  t o b e  wit h  m e  
w h er e  I a m "  (J o h n 1 7: 2 0- 2 4,  NI V).  T h e  
t h o u g hts i n t his p ar a gr a p h  s h o ul d h el p  
a n y o n e  s e e ki n g t o k n o w  w h y  t h e C hris 
ti a n w as  gi v e n  a n o p p ort u nit y  t o k n o w  
J es us. It is t o s h o w  t h e w orl d  w h o  J es us is 
a n d  t o bri n g  f ort h t h e gl or y  of  G o d  i n s o 
d oi n g.  P et er  wr ot e,  " T o G o d's  el e ct... 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c h os e n a c c or di n g t o t h e 
f or e k n o wl e d g e of  G o d  t h e F at h er,  b y  t h e 
s a n ctif yi n g w or k  of  t h e S pirit,  f or o b e di 
e n c e  t o J es us  C hrist  a n d  s pri n kli n g  b y  his  
bl o o d.  ( 1 P et.  1: 1,  2,  NI V).

e m p h asis  h as  b e e n  gi v e n  i n t his c e nt ur y  i n 
m e eti n gs  of  t h e C h ur c h es  of  G o d  a n d  i n 
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  as  
t o w h at  n a m e  s h o ul d  b e  us e d  a n d  j ust h o w  
it w as  t o b e  s et  f ort h. As  al w a ys,  t h e g ui d e  
s h o ul d b e t h e W or d  of  G o d.  " M u c h  
e m p h asis  a n d  i m p ort a n c e is pl a c e d  o n  t h e 
n a m e  of  t h e s ai nts i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.  
S o  ... w e,  als o,  s h o ul d u n d erst a n d  w h y  
e m p h asis  is pl a c e d  o n  t h e n a m e  of  G o d's  
p e o pl e.  . . . O w n ers hi p  of  t h e c h ur c h  
b el o n gs  t o t h e F at h er  of  J es us C hrist,  
J e h o v a h t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d.  T his  is e m 
p h asi z e d  m a n y  ti m es t hr o u g h o ut t h e S cri p 
t ur es. ... P a ul  c all e d  t h e c h ur c h  t h e c h ur c h  
of  G o d  a n d c h ur c h es of  G o d.  . . . T h e  
h o us e h ol d  of  G o d  is c all e d  t h e * c h ur c h  of  
t h e li vi n g G o d. * ... It is a  gr e at  h o n or  t o 
b e  k n o w n  b y  t h e w orl d  as  t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d.  L et  us  b e  s ur e  t o li v e u p  t o o ur  n a m e.  
T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  t h e n, is m a d e  u p  of  
t h os e p e o pl e  w h o  st a n d f or t h e tr ut h, a n d  
s p e a k it i n l o v e. A  gr e at  s a crifi c e w as  
m a d e  t o bri n g  s u c h  p e o pl e  t o G o d,  t o h el p  
t h e m t o b e c o m e  s ai nts. L et  us,  t h er ef or e, 
u n d erst a n d  it is a  gr e at  h o n or  f or us  t o b e  
c all e d  b y  t h e n a m e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  a n d  n ot  
bri n g  disr e p ut e  t o His  H ol y  n a m e,  b ut  
bri n g  t o it o nl y  h o n or,  r es p e ct, a n d  r e v er- 
e n c e.' ”

T h e  c h ur c h, t h e " c all e d o ut  o n es  i n 
J es us, " h as  b e e n  gi v e n  or  d es cri b e d,  b e 
c a us e  of  p ositi o n,  wit h  s o m e  v er y  disti n ct 
n a m es.  S o m e  of  t h os e n a m es  ar e:  C hris 
ti a n, w hi c h  m e a ns  t o f oll o w J es us  or  t o b e  
o n e  of  C hrist's  b eli e v ers  ( A cts 5: 1 4);  s ai nts 
( E p h. 4: 1 2);  a m b ass a d ors  ( 2 C or.  5: 2 0);  
br et hr e n  ( R o m. 1 2: 1);  t h e b o d y  ( 1 C or.  
1 2: 2 7);  h o us e h ol d  of  G o d  a n d b uil di n g  
( E p h. 2: 1 9- 2 2);  es p o us e d  t o o n e  h us b a n d,  
e v e n  J es us ( 2 C or.  1 1: 2);  t e m pl e of  t h e 
li vi n g G o d  ( 2 C or.  6: 1 6);  h eirs of  G o d  a n d  
j oi nt- h eirs wit h  J es us  ( R o m. 8: 1 7);  a n d  t o 
b e  t h e f ut ur e bri d e  or  wif e  of  J es us  ( R e v. 
1 9: 7- 9).

W e  c o n cl u d e  t his s e g m e nt d esiri n g  t o 
e m p h asi z e  t h e f a ct a n d  Bi bli c al  tr ut h t h at 
t h e c h ur c h  is disti n ct,  v er y  s p e ci al.  T h er e  
is n ot hi n g  li k e it s et f ort h i n G o d's  W or d.  
" T h e p ur p os e,  missi o n,  a n d w or k  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  ar e  t o gl orif y  G o d,  t o e v a n g eli z e  
t h e w orl d,  t o i nstr u ct a n d  e dif y  its m e m 
b ers  i n C hristi a n  d o ctri n e  a n d  c h ar a ct er,  
t o pr o m ot e  l o v e a n d f ell o ws hi p a m o n g  
b eli e v ers,  a n d  t o b e  a  m e di u m  f or C hris-
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' H e nr y Cl ar e n c e  T hi ess e n,  I nir o d u c- 
ti o n L e ct ur es  i n S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y

b y  P ast or  J o h n  H e ar p  
L a wr e n c e vill e,  O H

I n st e a d of  al w a y s  

criti ci zi n g  a n d  

c o m m u ni c ati n g  

y o ur  di s a p pr o v al,  

b e gi n  t o f o c u s o n  

y o ur  c hil d' s  

str e n gt h s.

m a d e  c o n c er ni n g  t h e gifts  gi v e n  t o C hristi a ns  i n 1 
C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 4- 7,  1 1.

AI SI N G  C HI L D R E N  I S O N E oft h e  
m ost  i m p ort a nt r es p o nsi biliti es a  m a n  
c a n  f a c e i n his  e ntir e  lif eti m e. H o w  
w ell  f at h ers f ulfill t h eir r ol e h as  b ot h  

i m m e di at e a n d et er n al i m pli c ati o ns. T h er e  ar e  
m a n y  f a c ets t o f at h eri n g, b ut  a criti c al ar e a is 
h el pi n g c hil dr e n d e v el o p t h eir G o d- gi v e n  
str e n gt hs.

A  f at h er o n c e  a p pr o a c h e d  his  p ast or  a n d  s ai d 
t h at h e  w as  c o m pl et el y  fr ustr at e d. O n e  of his  b o ys  
h a d  b e c o m e  s u c h a  dis ci pli n e  pr o bl e m  at  h o m e.  
T h e  d a d  s ai d, "I  j ust d o n't  u n d erst a n d  it. H e's  t h e 
o nl y  o n e  gi vi n g  m e  tr o u bl e, a n d  I' v e tr e at e d all  of  
m y  ki ds  t h e s a m e. "

W ell,  t h at w as  a p art  of  t h e pr o bl e m!  E v er y  
c hil d  is n ot  t h e s a m e.  E v er y  c hil d  is u ni q u e.  E a c h  
o n e  h as  s p e ci al i nt er ests, c ert ai n  str e n gt hs, a n d  
s o m e  w e a k n ess es.  Y o u  c a n't  tr e at all  c hil dr e n  t h e 
s a m e w h e n  t h e y ar e s o diff er e nt.  Tr e at  t h e m 
i m p arti all y, y es.  Tr e at  t h e m t h e s a m e, n o.  I n t his 
p arti c ul ar  c as e  t h e d a d's  e x p e ct ati o ns  w er e  t ot all y 
u nr e alisti c  i n li g ht of  his  s o n's  a biliti es.  Y o u  s e e, 
w h at  m a y  m oti v at e  o n e  c hil d t o p erf or m  m a y  
dri v e  a n ot h er  o n e  t o r e b el. A  si mil ar a p pJi c ati o n  is

( Gr a n d R a pi ds:  E er d m a n  P u b.,  1 9 4 9),  p p.  
4 0 5- 4 0 6.

2J a mi es o n,  F a uss et  a n d  Br o w n,  C o m 
m e nt ar y  o n  t h e W h ol e  Bi bl e  ( Gr a n d R a p 
i ds: Z o n d er v a n  P u b.,  1 9 6 7),  p.  9 3 1.

' Vi vi a n Kir k p atri c k,  Sr.,  L ess o n  1 0  i n 
Tr ut h  S e e k er's  Q u art erl y,  A d ult  L ess o ns,  
M ar c h,  1 9 5 3  ( Or e g o n, I L: C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  1 9 5 3),  p.  4 3.

4 T.  M.  F err ell,  L ess o n  1 1 i n Tr ut h  
S e e k er's  Q u art erl y,  A d ult  L ess o ns,  M ar c h,  
1 9 6 7  ( Or e g o n, I L: C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n 
er al  C o nf er e n c e,  1 9 6 7),  p.  4 7.

“ H e ， s C h os e n  W h o ? ”

A  bi bli c al  e x a m pl e  of  t his is f o u n d i n 1 S a m u el.  
I n c h a pt er 1 5,  t h e L or d  r ej e cts S a ul  as Ki n g  of  
Isr a el. T h e n  i n c h a pt er  1 6,  t h e L or d  gi v es  t h es e 
i nstr u cti o ns t o S a m u el,  His  pr o p h et  a n d  s p e cif  
s er v a nt, "I' m  s e n di n g  y o u  t o J ess e of  B et hl e h e m.

C hil dr e n  Ar e  I n di vi d u als

T o  f at h er eff e cti v el y,  it's ess e nti al  t o b e c o m e  
s e nsiti v e  t o e a c h c hil d'ss p e ci al i nt er ests a n d  ar e as  
of  str e n gt h. K e e p  i n mi n d.itis  hi g hl y  p ossi bl e  t h at 
t h eir G o d- gi v e n  a biliti es  w o n't  b e  c o nsist e nt  wit h  
y o ur  pr e c o n c ei v e d  e x p e ct ati o ns  f or t h e m.

Y o ur  d esir es  h a v e  t h e b est  of  i nt e nti o ns i n b a c k  
of  t h e m, n ot  e v er y  c hil d  h as  t h e c a p a cit y  t o b e  a  
str ai g ht 1 1  A "  st u d e nt, or  a n  all-st at e  q u art er b a c k.  
A ct u all y,  a  diss er vi c e  is d o n e  t o c hil dr e n  w h e n  
t h e y ar e  pr ess ur e d  t o e x c el  o nl y  i n ar e as  w e  t hi n k 
ar e i m p ort a nt. W h e n  t his is d o n e,  w e  m a y  b e  
o v erl o o ki n g  t h eir p ot e nti al  i n ar e as  of  gr e at er  c o n 
s e q u e n c e.

5j a m es  M attis o n,  L ess o n  1 2  i n Tr ut h  
S e e k er's  Q u art erl y  . A d ult L ess o ns, M ar c h,  
1 9 6 0  ( Or e g o n, I L: C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n 
er al  C o nf er e n c e,  i 9 6 0), p.  5 0.  i

6 l bi d. '
7 Al v a  H uff er,  S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y  

( Or e g o n, I L: T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R 
A L D,  1 9 6 0), p.  4 6 5.

ti a n s er vi c e. " ’ P a ul  g a v e  it disti n cti o n  i n 
t h es e w or ds:  " B e c a us e of  his  gr e at  l o v e 
f or us,  G o d  ... m a d e  us  ali v e  wit h  C hrist  
e v e n w h e n  w e  w er e  d e a d  i n tr a ns gr es
si o ns. ...A n d  G o d  r ais e d us  u p  wit h  
C hrist  ...i n or d er  t h at i n t h e c o mi n g  a g es  
h e  mi g ht  s h o w  t h e i n c o m p ar a bl e ri c h es of  
his  gr a c e .. .i n C hrist  J es us "  ( E p h. 2: 4- 7,  
NI V).
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t o visit  his  dir c c  br ot h ers.  H e  w as  s u p 
p os e d  t o g o  t h er e, d eli v er  s o m e s u p pli es, 
a n d  h urr y  b a c k  h o m e  wit h  t h e r e p ort. B ut  
t h at's w h er e  h e  m et  t h e P hilisti n e  gi a nt,  
G oli at h. ... N e e d  I s a y m or e ?

I' v e c h os e n  o n e  of  his  s o ns t o b e c o m e  
ki n g,  a n d I'll s h o w y o u w hi c h  o n e  t o 
a n oi nl. "

S o  S a m u el  m a d e  t h e tri p. T h e n  J ess e, 
J h c f at h er, h a d  s e v e n of  his  s o us p ass  

b ef or e  S a m u el.  B ut  S a m u el  s ai d, " T h e  
L or d's  c h os e n  is n o n e  of  t h es e. Ar c  t h es e 
all  Hi e  s o ns  y o u  h a v e ? "  " W ell,  t h er e is t h e 
y o u n g est  s o n, "  J ess e  a ns w er e d.  " B ui  h e's  
o ut  t e n di n g s h e e p. "

S a m u el  s ai d, * * S c n d  f or hi m  al  o n c e! "  
S o  J ess e o bli g e d.  T h e  S cri pt ur e  i m pli es 
t h at h e  w as  r el u ct a nt. M a y b e  h e  w as  t hi n k
i n g, " O h, c o ni c o n!  T h e  L or d  w o ul d n't 
c h o os e  D a vi d!  W h y,  h e's  s o y o u n g,  a n d  
diff er e nt  fr o m t h e r est of  m y  b o ys.  H e  
pl a ys  t h e h ar p.  H e  l o v es p o etr y,  a n d  h e's  
a d di ct e d  t o di al  sill y sli n gs h ot. H e  w o n't  
l a y di e  cr a z y  t hi n g d o w n.  A n d  h e  h as  t h e 
t e m p er a m e nt of  a r e d h e a d. S ur el y  G o d  
w o ul d n't  c h o os e hi m  f or a n yt hi n g  s p e
ci al! "

W ell ... w h e n  D a vi d  arri v e d,  L h e  L or d  
s ai d t o S a m u el,  " Ris e, a n oi nt  hi m.  H e's  
l h e o n e. "  J ess e w as  l o o ki n g o n  t h e o ut 
si d e, b ut  G o d  w as  l o o ki n g o n  t h e h e art  ( 1 
S a m.  1 6: 7, 1 2).  T h e  S cri pt ur e  s a ys t h at 
S a m u el  t o o k t h e h or n  of  oil  a n d  a n oi nt e d  
|iii n i n di e  pr es e n c e  of  his  br ot h ers,  a n d  
Tr o m  山 at  d a y  o n,  ' T h e S pirit  of  L h e  L or d  
c a m e  u p o n  D a vi d "  ( 1 S a m.  1 6: 1 3).

N o w,  pr o b a bl y  m ost  p e o pl e  c a n  e asil y  
r attl e off  t h eir fl a ws: t h e ki d  n e v er  cl e a ns  
his  r o o m ... p o or  gr a d es  i n m at h  ... 
al w a ys  p ut  t hi n gs off  t h at n e e d  t o b e  d o n e  
...w al c h cs  t o o m u c h  t el e visi o n ... 
a d di ct e d  t o t h os e st u pi d vi d e o  g a m es  
list e ns t o t h at mi n dl ess  l o u d m usi c  
n e v er  w a nts  t o b e  wit h  t h e f a mil y. P er 
h a ps  E p h esi a ns  6: 4  (fr o m v ari o us  tr a nsl a
ti o ns) h as  s o m e  h el pf ul  t h o u g hts. " F at h ers,  
pr o v o k e  n ot ... d o n't  o v er c orr e ct ... st o p 
e x as p er ati n g ... d o  n ot irrit at e y o ur  
c hil dr e n  i o a n g er  or  r es e nt m e nt, b ut  bri n g  
t h e m u p  wit h  t h e s ort of  e d u c ati o n a n d  
c o u ns el  di e  L or d  a p pr o v es/ *

O b vi o usl y,  pr o bl e m  ar e as h a v e  t o b e  
d e alt  wit h,  b ut  l ei m e  s u g g est a n ot h er  
a p pr o a c h. I nst e a d of  al w a ys criti ci zi n g  
a n d c o m m u ni c ati n g y o ur  dis a p pr o v al,  
b e gi n  t o f o c us o n  y o ur  c hil d's  str e n gt hs.  
D o n't  l et t h at g o  b y  t o o q ui c kl y.  A g ai n,  
b e gi n  t o f o c us o n  y o ur  c hil d's  str c n gi hs.  
Y es,  h e  d o cs  h a v e  t h e m. E n c o ur a g e  hi m  
i n ar e as  w h er e  y o u  c a n.  Li k e  J ess e,  m a y b e  
y o u  n e e d  i o s e e  y o ur  c hil d  t hr o u g h s o m e
o n e  cls c's e y es i n or d er  t o r e c o g ni z e 
s o m et hi n g p ositi v e.  Tr y  t al ki n g wit h  
s o m e o n e w h o  k n o ws  y o ur  c hil d  i n a  dif
f er e nt s etti n g t h a n at h o m e. P er h a ps  a  
c o a c h, fri e n d, t e a c h er, y o ut h  l e a d er, or  
a n y ot h er  a d ult w h o  mi g ht  k n o w  y o ur  
c hil d  w ell.  M a y b e  t his will  h el p  y o u  s e e 
y o ur  c hil d t hr o u g h G o d's  e y es,  a n d a p 
pr e ci at e  h o w  H e  v al u es  y o ur  c hil d.

F or  t h e First  Ti m e

N o w,  I ai n  s ur e  t h at t his e n c o u nt er  wit h  
S a m u el  c a us e d  J ess e t o s e c his  y o u n g est  
s o n i n a  br a n d- n e w  li g ht. It w as  a  m o m e nt  
of  tr ut h f or hi m.  P er h a ps  f or t h e first ti m e 
h e  r e c o g ni z e d t h at, y es,  t his y o u n g est  b o y  
w as  diff er e nt fr o m his  br ot h ers.  H o w 
e v er,  liis u ni q u e  a biliti es  a n d  u n us u al  i nt er
ests w er e  a ct u all y  G o d- gi v e n,  a n d t h e y 
n e e d e d  t o b e  affi n n e d.  I n f a ct, tli c y n e e d e d  
t o b e  d e v el o p e d  a n d i m pr o v e d. A p p ar 
e ntl y,  J ess e b e c a m e  a p er c e pti v e  f atli cr, 
b e c a us e  h e  b e g a n  t o d o  all  t h at h e  c o u  I d i o 
e n c o ur a g e  D a vi d  t o p urs u e  his  ar e as  of  
str e n gt h.  F or  e x a m pl e,  w h e n  t h e o p p ort u 
nit y  c a m e f or D a vi d  t o b e  Ki n g  S a ul's  
p ers o n al  m usi ci a n  i n t h e p al a c e,  J ess e  
e nt h usi asti c all y  gr a nt e d  his  p e n nissi o n.  
All  t h os e y e ars  of  pr a cti ci n g  di e  h ar p  p ai d  
off  aft er  all.

L at er  J ess e g a v e  his  s o n a n ot h er  n e w  
^ ^ x p cri c n c c.  H e  br o a d e n e d  his  e x p eri e n c e  

b y  s e n di n g hi m  t o lli c ar m y's  b attl cfr o nt

E n c o ur a g e m e nt  t o Gr o w

T hi n k  of  it. J ess e w as  a n  o bs c ur e  a n d  
h u m bl e  m a n,  b ut  h e  f ulfill e d w ell  his  r ol e 
as  a  f at h er. H e  affir m e d  D a vi d's  str e n gt hs,  
a n d h el p e d  hi m  d e v el o p  his  G o d- gi v e n  
a biliti es.  T o  t his d a y,  s o m e t hirt y c e nt u 
ri es l at er, J ess e  is still r e m e m b er e d as  t h e 
f at h er of  a  gr e at  ki n g!

N o w,  h er e  is t h e p oi ni  I w a nt  t o m a k e.  
D o n't  miss  it! P er c e pti v e  f at h ers al'fir m  
tli cir c hil dr e n, a n d e n c o ur a g e t h e m l o 
d e v el o p  tli cir u ni q u e  ar e as of  str e n gt h.  
O b vi o usl y,  m ot h ers  s h o ul d  als o  d o  t his as  
w ell.  B ut  i n t his d a y  of  a bs e nt  f at h ers. I' m 
es p e ci all y  c o n c er n e d  t h at D a d  s e es t his as  
s o m et hi n g i m p ort a nt t o d o.  A g ai n,  p er 
c e pti v e  f atli crs affir m  t h eir c hil dr e n,  a n d  
e n c o ur a g e  di e m  t o d e v el o p  t h eir u ni q u e  
ar e as  of  str e n gt h.  T his  mi nistr y  of c n c o ur-  
a g e m e nt is s p o k e n of  i n H e br e ws  3: 1 3  
a n d 1 0: 2 5.

W or ds  of  Wis d o m

A  f a v orit e p ass a g e  oft e n  r ef err e d i o 
c o n c er ni n g  t h e r aisi n g of  c hil dr e n  is Pr o v 
er bs  2 2: 6.  W e  ar c  t ol d t h er e: " Tr ai n  u p  a  
c hil d  i n t h e w a y  h e  s h o ul d g o:  a n d  w h e n  
h e  is ol d.  h e  will  n ot  d e p art  fr o m it. "

W e  us u all y  t hi n k of  t his v ers e  as a  
m a n d at e  l o t e a c h c hil dr e n  s pirit u al tr ut h, 
a n d  u n d o u bt e dl y  t h at's o n e  of  t h e m aj or  
m e a ni n gs.  B ut  t h er e is a n ot h er  m e a ni n g  
f o u n d i n di e  p hr as e.  ' Tr ai n u p  a  c hil d  i n 
t h e w a y  h e  s h o ul d g o *' lit er all y m e a ns  
" a c c or di n g  t ol h e c hil d's w a y.  ort h c c hil d's  
i n cli n ati o ns, his str e n gt hs, his u ni q u e  
a ptit u d es. "

S o  t h e p oi nt  is, t his v ers e  als o hi g h 
li g hts tli c p ar e nts'  r es p o nsi bilit y t o gi v e  
c hil dr e n  i n di vi d u al att e nti o n.  E n c o ur a g e  
t h e m t o d e v el o p  tli cir G o d- gi v c n str e n gt hs  
a n d  a biliti es.

P ers o n al  A p pli c ati o n

D a d,  ar c  y o u  a bl e at t his m o m e nt  t o 
disti n g uis h  i n y o ur  mi n d  t h e str c n gi hs 
u ni q u e  t o y o ur  c hil d  or  c hil dr e n ?  C a n  y o u  
a c c ur at el y  list tli cir s p e ci al ar e as  of  i nt er
est ?

N e w  H ori z o ns

It mi g ht  als o  b e  h el pf ul  if y o u c a n  t hi n k 
of  w a ys  t o br o a d e n  y o ur  c hil d's  e x p eri 
e n c es. I ntr o d u c e hi m  t o w h at  mi g ht  b e 
c o m e  n e w  ar e as  of  i nt er est. Visit  a  m u
s e u m  or  g o  t o a  p u p p et  s h o w.  T a k e  hi m  t o 
a  p o p  c o n c ert.  A  w h at ?  Y es.  a  p o p  c o n c ert  
c o ni pl ci e wit h  r efr es h m e nts if t h e y ar e  
a v ail a bl e.  Gi v e  ii a  tr y. A n ot h er  i d e a, l et 
hi m  s h a d o w  y o u  f or a  d a y  o n  t h e j o b a n d  
s e e w h at  y o ur  w or k  is al! a b o ut.  N a h.  h e  
w o ul d n't  b e  i nt er est e d, y o u  s a y.  H e y,  y o u  
mi g ht  j ust b e  s ur pris e d. H e  mi g ht  l o v e it. 
bi  f a ct, t his ki n d  of  e x p os ur e  c o ul d  tri g g er 
a n e w  i nt er est h e  mi g ht  h a v e,  a n d  h el p  y o u  
dis c o v er  o n e  of  his  l at e nt a biliti es. As  
ar e as  of  i nt er est a p p e ar,  a n d  t h e y will,  b e  
s ur e t o gi v e  afll n n ati o n  a n d  e n c o ur a g e 
m e nt.



B o o k  R e vi e w

Bi bl e  B asi cs

— R e vi e w e d,  b y  H ollis  P aril o w e
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b y  D u n c a n  H e ast er,  L o n d o n,  E n gl a n d
Bi bl e  B asi cs  is a v ail a bl e  fr o m I n e z S c h n ei d er,  1 0 1  S o ut h  S y mi n gt o n  A v e.,  
B alti m or e  M D  2 1 2 2 8  ( 3 6 0 p p.,  $ 7. 7 5.)  Ot h er  b o o ks  b y  H e ast er  fr o m t h e 

s a m e s o ur c e: T h e  L ast  D a ys  ( 3 7 5 p p.);  I n S e ar c h  of  S at a n  ( 1 4 5 p p.).

N O T E:  T w o  c o pi es  e a c h  of  Bi bl e  B asi cs  
a n d  I n S e ar c h  of S at a n h a v e  b e e n  d o n at e d  
t o t h e Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  Li br ar y.

f or t h e n o n- p ers o n alit y  of  s at a n.  u S at a n  is 
d efi n e d  as  ' a d v ers ar y' a n d ' d e vil' as  * a  
li ar/ a n  e n e m y  or  f als e a c c us er "  ( p. 1 8 3).

“ T h es e  w or ds  *  d e vil *  a n d 's at a n' ar e  
als o  us e d  t o d es cri b e  t h e wi c k e d,  si nf ul 
w orl d  or d er  i n w hi c h  w e  li v e. T h e  s o ci al, 
p olit c al. a n d  ps e u d o-r eli gi o us  hi er ar c hi es  
of  m a n ki n d  c a n  b e  s p o k e n  of  i n t er ms of  
*t h e  d e vil.'  T h e  d e vil  a n d s at a n i n t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt  oft e n  r ef er t o t h e p oliti 
c al a n d s o ci al p o w er  of  t h e J e wis h or  
R o m a n  s yst e ms. T h us  w e  r e a d of  t h e 
d e vil  c asti n g  b eli e v ers  i nt o pris o n  ( R e v. 
2: 1 0),  r ef erri n g t o t h e R o m a n  a ut h oriti es *  
i m pris o ni n g b eli e v ers''  ( p. 1 8 7).

P ers o nifi c ati o n  is d efi n e d  as  "s p e a k-  
i n g of  a n  a bstr a ct  i d e a as  if it is a  p ers o n.  
T h us  Pr o v er bs  9: 1 s p e a ks of  a w o m a n  
c all e d wis d o m  b uil di n g  a h o us e,  a n d  
R o m a ns  6: 2 3  li k e ns si n t o a p a y m ast er  
gi vi n g w a g es  of  d e at h "  ( p. 1 8 6). T h e  
a ut h or's  tr e at m e nt of  d e m o ns  is e q u all y  
t h or o u g h a n d  c o n vi n ci n g.

I n s pit e of  t h e li g ht criti cis m  i n t his 
r e vi e w, Bi bl e  B asi cs  is a  v al u a bl e  t o ol f or 
all C hristi a ns  r e g ar dl ess of  o n e's  p osi 
ti o n i n t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.  Writt e n  fr o m a  
c o n diti o n alist's p ers p e cti v e,  it will  fi n d 
wi d e  a c c e pt a n c e  a m o n g  o ur  r e a d ers hi p.

T his  w or k  b y  a w ell- k n o w n  a n d  pr o 
lifi c writ er  f r o m t h e C hrist a d el p hi a n  c o m 
m u nit y  is hi g hl y  r e c o m m e n d e d t o o ur  
r e a d ers hi p. I n t h e i ntr o d u cti o n t h e a ut h or  
st at es his  g o al:  u T o  a n al y z e  t h e Bi bl e's  
m ess a g e  i n a b usi n ess-li k e,  s yst e m ati c  
w a y. "  H e  k e e ps  his  f o c us o n  t his p ur p os e  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e b o o k.  I n a l ett er t o t his 
r e vi e w er, H e ast er  i n di c at e d t h e li k e n ess 
of  his  b o o k  t o S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y  b y  
Dr.  Al v a  G.  B uff er.  O n e  mi g ht  s a y t h at 
Bi bl e  B asi cs  is t o t h e C hrist a d el p hi a n  
c o m m u ni o n  w h at  S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y  is 
t o o ur  c o nf er e n c e.

St u d y  q u esti o ns  at t h e e n d of  e a c h  
c h a pt er  m a k e  Bi bl e  B asi cs  a p p e ali n g  f or 
Bi bl e  st u d y gr o u ps.

I n t h e c h a pt er, " T h e P ers o n alit y  of  
G o d, "  H e ast er  ar g u es  a  str o n g  c as e  "t h at  
G o d  is a  r e al, t a n gi bl e p ers o n,  wit h  a  b o d y  
si mil ar i n a p p e ar a n c e t o o ur  o w n "  a n d  
gi v es  c o n vi n ci n g e vi d e n c e "f or a p er 
s o n al, c or p or e al G o d, "  all of  w hi c h  is 
n e c ess ar y  "f or Hi m  t o h a v e  a s o n w h o  
w as  t h e i m a g e of His  p ers o n "  ( H e b. 1 : 3).

T h e  a ut h or  s e es  t h e pl ur al  pr o n o u ns  of  
G e n esis  as  r ef erri n g t o a n g els.lt  mi g ht  b e  
b ett er  t o i nt er pr et t h e pl ur al  pr o n o u ns  as  
t h e pl ur al  of  m aj est y  si n c e G o d  cr e at e d  
all t hi n gs al o n e a n d b y  Hi ms elf  (Is a. 
4 4: 2 4).  Ps al m  3 3: 6,  9  s e e m  t o t e a c h t h at 
G o d  s p o k e His  cr e ati o n  i nt o e xist e n c e.  
H e  di d n't  s h ar e t h e gl or y  wit h  a n y o n e.  
G e n esis  o n e is i n h ar m o n y  wit h  t his 
c o n c e pt. H e ast er's  c o n cl usi o n t h at a n 
g els  d o  n ot  si n or  di e  h as  str o n g bi bli c al  
s u p p ort.  H e  ri g htl y r e as o ns t h at if i m m or
t al a n g els  c a n  si n or  di e,  t h e n o ur  et er n al  
lif e i n G o d's  ki n g d o m  is p ut  i n j e o p ar d y.

T h e  c h a pt er  o n  ' T h e Pri n ci pl e  of  P er-  
s o nifi c ati o n "  is w ell  w ort h  t h e c ost  of  t h e 
b o o k.  O ur  C hrist a d el p hi a n  fri e n d affir ms  
t h at a r e c o g ni z e d f e at ur e of  t h e Bi bl e  is 
t h at i n a ni m at e or  n o n-li vi n g  t hi n gs ar e  
oft e n  p ers o nifi e d.  E x a m pl es  cit e d ar e  
wis d o m,  ri c h es, si n, t h e S pirit,  d e at h,  
Isr a el, a n d  t h e c h ur c h,  s o m e of  w hi c h  is 
a d a pt e d fr o m C hrist e n d o m  Astr a y  b y  
R o b ert  R o b erts.

As  w e  w o ul d  c ert ai nl y e x p e ct, t h e 
c o n diti o n al i m m ort alit y c o n c e pt is r e
fl e ct e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e b o o k.  H e ast er  d e als  
wit h  m a n's  c o n diti o n  i n d e at h,  t h e s o ul,  
et c.,  i n a  m ast erf ul  w a y.  " Fr o m  t h e ti m e 
of  d e at h  u ntil  t h e r es urr e cti o n, t h e b e 
li e v er h as  n o  c o ns ci o us  e xist e n c e  at  all,  
s e ei n g  t h at it is i m p ossi bl e t o e xist  i n a n y  
f or m wit h o ut  h a vi n g  a  b o d y "  ( p. 1 2 8).

Bi bl e  B asi cs  f oll o ws t h e n or m al  C hris 
t a d el p hi a n vi e w of  "li mit e d  r es urr e cti o n, M  
w hi c h  m a y  b e  a  s ur pris e t o s o m e of  o ur  
r e a d ers. T h e  wi c k e d  t o b e  r ais e d ar e  c all e d  
''r es p o nsi bl e wi c k e d, "  t h e o n es  w h o  h e ar d  
G o d's  pl a n.  T h e  t er m s e e ms s o m e w h at 
artifi ci al  i n as m u c h as  S cri pt ur e  s a ys all  
t h e d e a d  will  b e  r ais e d: U A 1 1  t h at ar e  i n t h e 
gr a v es "  (J o h n 5: 2 8,  2 9);  "t h e  s m all a n d  
t h e gr e at "  ( R e v. 2 0: 1 2);  "t h e j ust a n d  
u nj ust *'  ( A cts 2 4: 1 5).  O n e  w o ul d  b e  h ar d  
pr ess e d  t o fi n d a n y  ot h er  gr o u p  i n S cri p 
t ur e b esi d es  t h e "j ust a n d  u nj ust. "  J es us 
t a u g ht t h at t h e r esi d e nts of  T yr e  a n d  
S o d o m  w o ul d  b e  r ais e d f or j u d g m e nt 
( M att. 1 1: 2 1- 2 4).

Alt h o u g h  it will  m e et  a mi x e d  r e
s p o ns e  a m o n g  o ur  r e a d ers, t h e m ost  h el p 
f ul c h a pt er t o m e  is " G o d a n d E vil. "  
H e ast er  ar g u es  a m ost  c o n vi n ci n g  c as e

angels.lt


^ R et hi n ki n g  O ur  H erit a g e
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T

b y  J o h n  C arr
L a k es h or e  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  T e m p e,  4 Z

H E  F O U R T H  O F  J U L Y is a U m e  
f or c el e br ati n g t h e d e cl ar ati o n  b y  
o ur  c o u ntr y  of  its i n d e p e n d e n c e fr o m 
t h e Britis h.  B y  t h at a ct  a  n e w  n ati o n  

w as  b o m,  a  n ati o n  t o b e  b uilt  u p o n  fr e e d o ms n o  
ot h er n ati o n  h a d e x p eri e n c e d. T w o  h u n dr e d  
s e v e nt e e n y e ars  l at er t h e citi z e ns  of  t his n ati o n  
ar e  a g ai n i n t ur m oil a n d di visi o n  b as e d  o n  t h e 
s a m e cr y f or m or e  fr e e d o ms. O nl y  n o w t h e 
d e m a n d  is f or ri g hts t h at i nfri n g e o n  t h e ri g hts of  
ot h ers.  M or als  ar e  b ei n g  c h all e n g e d,  m ultit u di 
n o us  c ult ur al  b e h a vi ors  ar e  b ei n g  w o v e n  i nt o t h e 
n ati o n al  f a bri c. All  of  t h es e c h a n g es  ar e  c o mi n g  
at  a br e a k n e c k  p a c e,  a n d citi z e ns ar e  c o nf us e d  
a b o ut  h o w  t o r es p o n d. S e e mi n gl y,  t h e ol d  st a n
d ar ds  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d wit h  n o  n e w  cl e ar- c ut  
st a n d ar ds t o r e pl a c e t h e m.

D a ni el  t h e pr o p h et  wr ot e  a b o ut  s u c h a  li m e. 
H e  w as  i nt er pr eti n g a  dr e a m  of  t h e w orl d  r ul er. I n 
it h e  r e v e al e d t h e gl or y  of  f ut ur e w orl d  ki n g d o ms.  
W hil e  d es cri bi n g  t h e l ast of  t h es e ki n g d o ms  h e  
d es cri b e d  it as  b ei n g  c o m p os e d  of  ir o n a n d  cl a y.  
T h e  c o m bi ni n g  of  t h e ir o n a n d  cl a y  r e pr es e nts t h e 
i nt e n n arri a g e of  t h e di v ers e  p o p ul a c e  of  t h at 
n ati o n.  H o w e v er,  it als o  m e a ns  t h at t h e di v ers e  
n at ur e  of  t h e p e o pl es  m a ki n g  u p  t his ki n g d o m  
will  pr e v e nt  b o n di n g  fr o m t a ki n g pl a c e.

I n a  n ati o n  c o m p os e d  of  p e o pl e  all  fr o m o n e  
r a c e a n d  et h ni c  b a c k gr o u n d,  t h e h a n n o n y,  u n d er 
st a n di n g,  a n d  tr ust w hi c h  ar e  d e v el o p e d  b et w e e n  
its m e m b ers  h el p  t o a d h er e  e a c h  m e m b er  m or e  
cl os el y  t o t h e ot h er  m e m b ers.  B ut  t his ki n g d o m  
of  ir o n a n d  cl a y  of  w hi c h  D a ni el  writ es  is c o m 
p os e d  of  di v ers e  p e o pl es,  c ult ur es, a n d  b e h a v 
i or al pr a cti c es  w h 记 h  s o  c o nfli ct  wit h  o n e  a n ot h er  
t h at att e m pts  t o u nif y  t h e w h ol e  is H k e  tr yi n g t o 
m a k e  ir o n f o n n a  h o m o g e n e o us  u ni o n  wit h  cl a y.

At  t h e s a m e ti m e t his n e w  w orl d  ki n g d o m  h as  
t h e str e n gt h of  ir o n. Milit aril y  s p e a ki n g, t his 
n ati o n  will  b e  a bl e  t o d o mi n at e  t h e w orl d,  a n d

s u bj e ct its p e o pl e  t o its r ul e. W h e n  it c o m es t o 
milit ar y  str e n gt h, t h e U nit e d  St al es  r a n ks ri g ht at  
t h e l o p i n t h e w orl d.

W e  h a v e  r e as o n t o b e  c o n c er n e d t h at t h es e 
pr o p h e ci es b e ar  s u c h si mil ariti es t o o ur  o w n  
c o u ntr y. It is, i n l h e l e ast, a w ar ni n g  t o us  t h at 
s o m et hi n g  is a miss  i n o ur  l a n d as  c o m p ar e d  t o t h e 
p ast.  It is als o  a  w ar ni n g  a b o ut  di e  e n d  of  t his a g e  
f or m a n.  F or  t h es e pr o p h e ci es  of  D a ni el  e n d  wit h  
t h e d estr u cti o n  of  L h e  ki n g d o m  r e pr es e nt e d b y  t h e 
ir o n a n d  cl a y  mi xt ur e,  a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  W e  m ust  b e  r e a d y t o r e c o g
ni z e  a n d  o v er c o m e  t h es e c h all e n g es  t o o ur  w al k  
wit h  G o d.  T h e  A p ostl e  P et er  wr ot e  of  s u c h  t hi n gs 
w h e n  h e  s ai d: " Si n c e all t h es e t hi n gs ar e t o b e  
d estr o y e d  i n t his w a y,  w h at  s ort of  p e o pl e  o u g ht  
y o u  t o b e  i n h ol y  c o n d u ct  a n d  g o dli n ess,  l o o ki n g 
f or a n d  h ast e ni n g  t h e c o mi n g  of  l h e d a y  of  G o d.  
o n  a c c o u nt of  w hi c h  t h e h e a v e ns  will  b e  d e 
str o y e d b y  b ur ni n g,  a n d  t h e el e m e nts  will  m elt  
wit h  i nt e ns e h e at!  B ut  a c c or di n g  t o His  pr o mis e  
w c  ar e  l o o ki n g f or n e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  a  n e w  E art h  
i n w hi c h  ri g ht e o us n ess d w ells. M  ( 2 P et er  3: 1 1- 1 3.  
N A S B.)

P et er  as ks  t h e q u esti o n,  “ W h at  s ort of  p e o pl e  
o u g ht  y o u  t o b e  i n h ol y  c o n d u ct  a n d  g o dli n ess ?' *  
D o  y o u  k n o w  o n  w h at  pri n ci pl es  y o u  b as e  y o ur  
attit u d es  a n d  c o n d u ct  i n lif e ? Ar e  y o u  l osi n g y o ur  
f o c us o n  k n o wi n g  w h at  t o d o  w h e n  c o nfr o nti n g  
l o u g h q u esti o ns ?  Ar e  y o u  b ei n g  l e d t o c o nsi d er  
alt er n ati v es c o ntr ar y t o Bi bli c al  t e a c hi n gs ? I n 
s u c h  ti m es as  t h es e it is all  t h e m or e  i m p ort a nt f or 
us  t o bi n d  t o g et h er as a  c h ur c h f a mil y t o st a n d 
fir m o n G o d's  W or d  as o ur  st a n d ar d a n d t o 
c o nfr o nt  wit h  c o nfi d e n c e  t h e tri als t hr ust at  us  b y  
t h e w orl d.  M a k e  y o ur  st a n d t o k e e p  y o ur  f a mil y 
w ell  i nf or m e d o n  h o w  t o li v e f or G o d  a n d  m ai n 
t ai n a  st a bl e st a n d ar d f or y o ur  altit u d es  a n d  b e 
h a vi or. R H



“ H e y!  T h afs  O urs! "
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b y  K e nt  R oss,  Vi c e  Pr esi d e nt  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

W e  s p e n d  o ur  

ti m e e x a mi ni n g  

D a ni el' s  vi si o n s  

a n d  i m a g e s, 

J o h n' s  vi si o n s  i n 

R e v el ati o n,  a n d  

J e s u s'  

pr o p h e ci e s  

c o n c er ni n g  t h e 

e n d  of  t h e w orl d.  

T h at  i s all  

a p pr o pri at e  a n d  

o u g ht  t o b e,  b ut  

... w h at  t h e n ?

gr at ef ul,  b ut  o v er  t h e f a ct t h at p e o pl e  li k e Fis h er  
a n d  R ott e n b er g  ar e  j ust c o mi n g  t o a n  a p pr e ci ati o n  
of  t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at t h e y c all  "r e c e nt. "  
T h at  "r e c e nt " m ess a g e  is o n e  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
h as  k n o w n  si n c e its b e gi n ni n g.  T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  is c o mi n g i nt o hist or y a n d  will  t ot all y c h a n g e  
t h e p oliti c al  l a n ds c a p e. It will  b e  o n  t his e art h  a n d  
J es us will  r ul e i n G o d's  st e a d f or o n e  t h o us a n d 
y e ars.

R ott e n b er g  a d ds t w o m or e  cit ati o ns w hi c h  
f urt h er o u g ht  t o dist ur b  us. H e  q u ot es  J o h n T.  
P a wli k o ws ki,

U A 1 1  t al k of  a  'r e ali z e d es c h at ol o g y *  m ust  b e  
b uri e d  o n c e  a n d  f or all.  W h at  w e  C hristi a ns  i n 
o ur  f ait h n o w  pr of ess  is t h at t hr o u g h t h e c o m 
i n g of  C hrist  w e  h a v e  a  cl e ar er  visi o n  of  t hj 
fi n al di m e nsi o n  of  t h e ki n g d o m.
" Fis h er  als o  c o nt e n ds  t h at t h e t er m f ulfill m e nt 
s h o ul d  b e  'r es er v e d f or its pr o p er  es c h at ol o gi 
c al us a g e,  t h at is t o t h e E n d  ti m e w h e n  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  will  b e  m a d e  m a nif est  a n d  t h e O n e  
G o d,  t h e G o d  of  Isr a el, w 山  b e  all  i n all/  "  

I f e el m u c h  as  di d  t h at pr e vi o usl y  m e nti o n e d  
st u d e nt. ' T h at m a k es  m e  m a d!  W h o  d o  t h e y 
t hi n k t h e y ar e ?  t a ki n g a w a y  fr o m us  o ur  m ess a g e  
of  t h e Ki n g d o m ? ? "  T h at's  t h e w a y  I i m m e di at el y 
f elt, b ut  t h e n r e alit y b e g a n  t o s et i n as  I r efl e ct e d 
t h at it m a y  b e  t h at G o d,  w h o  e ntr ust e d  us  wit h  t h at

t e nt m e nt wit h  all o wi n g  it t o li e i dl e, h as  t ur n e d t o 
ot h ers  t o g et  t his m ess a g e  o ut!  P er h a ps  H e  h as  b e 
c o m e  dis c o nt e nt e d  wit h  o ur  eff orts.

It w as  a m ess a g e  t h at w as  disti n cti v e  t o a n d  
r e pr es e nt ati v e of  o ur  m o v e m e nt  fr o m its v er y  
b e gi n ni n gs.  W hil e  it m a y  w ell  b e  t h at t h e C h ur c h  
of  G o d  pr e c e d e d  t h e Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt,  it is 
als o  c ert ai n  t h at m a n y  of  o ur  e arl y  l e a d ers i n t his 
c o u ntr y h a d  r o ots i n t h e Mill erit e  m o v e m e nt.  
T h at  m o v e m e nt  h a d  Fi v e  F u n d a m e nt al  Pri n ci pl es.  
T h e  first t hr e e s p e a k t o t his iss u e of  t h e f ut ur e 
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d:  v  >

1)  T h e  e art h  will  b e  r e g e n er at e d, r est or e d t o

T  W A S  O V E R  4 0  Y E A R S  A G O  
t h at m y  f ol ks first br o u g ht  o ur  f a m
il y t o G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  b a c k  
w h e n  it w as  still h el d  at  t h e Or e g o n  

C h ur c h  of  G o d.  As  I r e c all, w e  st a y e d wit h  Mr.  
a n d Mrs.  S y d n e y  M a g a w  a n d t h eir f a mil y t h at 
y e ar.  I still r e c all dri vi n g  u p  f or t h e first s er vi c e 
a n d m y  c hil d,s  mi n d  b ei n g  o v er w h el m e d  wit h  
t h e pi ct ur e  of  p e o pl e  sitti n g o n  b e n c h es  all  o v er  
t h e l a w n. T h e  pi ct ur e  t h at r e m ai ns is of  t h e m 
sitti n g t h er e u n d er  t h e tr e es wit h  Bi bl es  o p e n  o n  
t h eir k n e es  i n d e e p  dis c ussi o n  c o n c er ni n g  S cri p 
t ur e. I r e m e m b er h e ari n g  t h e dis c ussi o ns  t h at h a d  
r e g ar d t o pr o p h e c y  a n d t hi n gs c o n c er ni n g t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  I w as  t o o y o u n g  a n d t o o 
i g n or a nt t o e nt er  i n o n  t h os e dis c ussi o ns,  b ut  t h at 
pi ct ur e  r e m ai ns wit h  m e,  of  G o d's  p e o pl e  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of G o d  i n d e e p  dis c ussi o n  c o n c er ni n g  t h e 
e xtr a or di n ar y m ess a g e  c o n c er ni n g  t h e c o mi n g  
Ki n g  a n d  Ki n g d o m.

T h at  c a m e  t o m y  mi n d  o v er  a n  i n ci d e nt i n o n e  
of  m y  cl ass es  at  Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  '' T h at 
m a k es  m e  m a d, "  w as  t h e r es p o ns e I first r e c ei v e d 
w h e n  I s h ar e d wit h  m y  P ast or al  Pr o c e d ur es  cl ass  
a n  arti cl e  I h a d  r e a d fr o m A pril  1 2,  1 9 8 9's  T h e  
C hristi a n  C e nt ur y,  e ntitl e d " C hristi a n F ulfill 
m e nt  a n d  J e wis h- C hristi a n Di al o g u e, M  b y  Is a a c 
C.  R ott e n b er g,  a  mi nist er  of  t h e R ef or m e d  C h ur c h  
i n A m eri c a.  I n t h at arti cl e R ott e n b er g  q u ot es ' m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  s e ei n g  o ur  c o n-  
s o m e a m a zi n g  w or ds  fr o m E u g e n e  Fis h er,

* lW hil e  e arli er  g e n er ati o ns  of  C hristi a n  t hi n k
ers  t e n d e d t o str ess  o nl y  t h e ' alr e a d y h er e,  as 
p e cts  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  k er y g m a,  m or e  
r e c e nt s c h ol ars hi p h as  s o u g ht t o r ei nt e gr at e 
t h e es c h at ol o gi c al  (l ast t hi n gs) ' n ot y et *  i nt o 
t h eir visi o n. I n ot h er  w or ds,  w e  o u g ht  n ot  t o 
m a k e  cl ai ms  f or r e d e m pti o n t o d a y as  if t h e 
ki n g d o m  of  G o d  h a d  all  e a d y  arri v e d,  a n d  w e  
s h o ul d n ot  s pirit u ali z e r e d e m pti o n i n s u c h a  
w a y  t h at w e  r e m o v e it fr o m hist or y. "

T h e  r e as o n t h e st u d e nt w as  i n c e ns e d w as  n ot  
o v er  t h e t hi n ki n g, f or w hi c h  w e  c a n b e  v er y



e v er y  r e gi o n.

M e m ori al  D a y

T 1I E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

s
b y  C h er yl  N or w o o d
N ort h  K e nt  C h ur c h,  R o c kf or d,  MI

u nif or m.  H e  l o o ks s o h e alt h y,  s o  str o n g,  
s o h a n ds o m e,  a n d  s o y o u n g  i n his  u ni 
f or m. H e  w as  o nl y  1 9  w h e n  t h e pi ct ur e  
w as  t a k e n― j ust o n e  m o nt h  b ef or e  h e  
w e nt  o v ers e as.  S h e  r e m e m b ers his  l ast 
w or ds,  u ril b e  b a c k,  M o m.  Aft er  t his w ar  
is o v er  a n d  w e  h a v e  m a d e  t h e w orl d  s af e 
a g ai n,  I'll b e  h o m e. "

L at er,  at  t h e c e m et er y,  s h e  l o o ks at  t h e 
l o n g r o ws of  w hit e  h e a dst o n es  wit h  
A m eri c a n  Fl a gs  w a vi n g  i n t h e li g ht 
br e e z e.  S h e  wi p es  t e ars fr o m h er  e y es  as  
s h e  t hi n ks of  h er  s o n  a n d  t h e t h o us a n ds of  
ot h er  s o ns,  h us b a n ds,  f at h ers, a n d  br ot h 
ers w h o  n e v er  m a d e  it b a c k  ali v e. S h e  
tri es t o t hi n k of  h o w  m a n y  y e ars  s h e h as  
m a d e  t his tri p— a n ot h er  M e m ori al  D a y.  
F or  milli o ns  of  p e o pl e,  t his is a d a y  f or 
f u n p arti es,  pi c ni cs,  a n d  c a m p o uts. B ut
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t h e E d e ni c  st at e, a n d  b e
t h e et er n al  a b o d e of  t h e r es urr e ct e d 
ri g ht e o us.
.2)  T h e  o nl y  Mill e n ni u m  s p o k e n  of  i n 
F  t h e Bi bl e  is a  p eri o d  of  1 0 0 0

y e ars  b et w e e n  t h e first a n d s e c o n d  
r es urr e cti o ns.
3)  All  pr o p h e ci es  h a v e  b e e n  f ulfill e d, 
e x c e pt  t h os e r el ati n g t o t h e 
c o mi n g  of  C hrist.
As  a  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  a n d  as  i n di

vi d u als  i n t h at c o nf er e n c e,  w e  h a v e  gr e atl y  
e nj o y e d  st u d yi n g  pr o p h e c y,  a n d  pr o p erl y  
s o. B ut  t o o fr e q u e ntl y w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  
b o g g e d  d o w n  i n t h e mi n uti a e  of  d et ails.  
W e  s p e n d o ur  ti m e e x a mi ni n g D a ni efs  
visi o ns  a n d i m a g es, J o h n's visi o ns  i n 
R e v el ati o n,  a n d  J es us' pr o p h e ci es  c o n 
c er ni n g  t h e e n d  of  t h e w orl d.  T h at  is all  
a p pr o pri at e  a n d  o u g ht  t o b e,  b ut. .. w h at  
t h e n ? T h at's t h e v er y  iss u e, " W h at  t h e n ? * * 
If it is st u d y  j ust t o tr y a n d  g et  t h e d et ails  
c orr e ct i n o ur  mi n ds,  t h e n t h at is n ot  
e n o u g h.  D o ctri n e  n e e ds  t o b e  st u di e d a n d  
tr ut h d et er mi n e d,  b ut  t h e n t h at tr ut h m ust  
b e  t ol d f or its m a k es  et er n al  diff er e n c es  
i n p e o pl e's  li v es.

I n t h e e arl y d a ys  of  t h e " a d v e ntist "  
hi o v e m e nt,  t h e es c h at ol o gi c al m ess a g e  
T as  t h e c a us e  of  gr e at  e x cit e m e nt,  b ut  t h e

g et  t h at m ess a g e  o ut  t o t h e w orl d.  It is 
g o o d  if w e  ar e  alr e a d y  d oi n g  o ur  p art  i n 
e v a n g eli zi n g  o ur  c o m m u niti es,  b ut  m or e  
is n e e d e d.  W e  n e e d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n,  a n d  
es p e ci all y y o u n g  p e o pl e,  w h o  b e c o m e  
c o n vi n c e d  t h att his m ess a g e  G o d  e ntr ust e d  
t o us  m ust  b e  pr o cl ai  m e d  f or t h e s al  v ati o n  
of  p e o pl e.

H o w ?  It m a y  b e  t hr o u g h t el e visi o n, 
wit h  w h at  P ast or  St e v e  T a yl or  h as  i niti
at e d i n Bl a n c h ar d,  Mi c hi g a n,  a n d n o w  
L af a y ett e,  I n di a n a. It m a y  b e  t hr o u g h 
pl a nti n g  of  n e w  c o n gr e g ati o ns  w h er e v er  
C h ur c h  of  G o d  p e o pl e  ar e  l o c at e d, b e  it 
Al as k a,  L as  V e g as,  M ai n e,  or  R ussi a.  It 
m a y  b e  t hr o u g h di al o g u e  wit h  ot h er  t h e o
l o gi a ns a n d mi nist ers,  vi a  m or e  e d u c a 
ti o n, or  mi nist eri al  m e eti n gs,  or  i nt e n
ti o n al c orr es p o n d e n c e, or  i nstr u m e nts 
s u c h as t h e J o ur n al  Fr o m  t h e R a di c al  
R ef or m ati o n.  It m a y  b e  t hr o u g h pr o v o c a 
ti v e "l ett ers t o e dit ors " i n n e ws p a p ers  
ar o u n d  t h e c o u ntr y.

H o w e v er  i n di vi d u als m a y  b e  l e d t o d o  
t h eir i n di vi d u al mi nistr y,  it s e e ms i m
p er ati v e  t h at w e  g et  b a c k  o n  t h e c utti n g  
e d g e  of  pr o cl ai mi n g  t his " g o o d  n e ws. "  It 
is n ot  a  j o b f or t h e pr of essi o n als,  b ut aj o b  
f or all w h o  b eli e v e,  i n e v er y  c h ur c h  a n d

r h

d esir e  of  t h e " a d v e ntist " l e ct ur ers w as  t o 
e n c o ur a g e  p e o pl e  t o c o m e t o f ait h, n ot  
j ust t o b e c o m e  pr o p h eti c  st u d e nts. P et er,  
i n t h e c o n cl u di n g  es c h at ol o gi c al  p ass a g e  
of  2  P et er,  c h a pt er  t hr e e, v ers es  1,  8, 1 1,  
i n di c at es t his as t h e t hr ust of  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  c h ur c h's pr e a c hi n g of  t h e 
g os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m:

" D e ar  fri e n ds, t his is n o w  m y  s e c o n d 
l ett er t o y o u.  I h a v e  writt e n  b ot h  of  
t h e m as  r e mi n d ers t o sti m ul at e  y o u  t o 
w h ol es o m e  t hi n ki n g... . B ut  d o  n ot  
f or g et t his o n e  t hi n g, d e ar  fri e n ds: 
Wit h  t h e L or d  a  d a y  is li k e a  t h o us a n d 
y e ars,  a n d  a  t h o us a n d y e ars  li k e a  d a y.  
T h e  L or d  is n ot  sl o w i n k e e pi n g  his  
pr o mis e,  as s o m e u n d erst a n d  sl o w
n ess. H e  is p ati e nt  wit h  y o u, n ot  
w a nti n g  a n y o n e  t o p eris h,  b ut  e v er y 
o n e  t o c o m e  t o r e p e nt a n c e.... Si n c e  
e v er yt hi n g  will  b e d estr o y e d  i n t his 
w a y,  w h at  ki n d  of  p e o pl e  o u g ht  y o u  
t o b e ? Y o u  o u g ht  t o li v e h ol y  a n d  
g o dl y  li v es as  y o u  l o o k f or w ar d t o t h e 
d a y  of  G o d  a n d  s p e e d its c oi ni n g. M  
W e  h a v e  n ot  l ost t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e 

g o o d  n e ws  of  t h e g os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d  a n d  t h e t hi n gs c o n c er ni n g  J es us  
C hrist,  b ut  it a p p e ars  w e  n e e d  t o r e ki n dl e 
wit hi n  o urs el v es  a  str o n g m oti v ati o n  t o

H E  G E T S  O U T  t h e p h ot o  
al b u m a n d r e m e m b ers t h e 
pl u m p  b a b y  t a ki n g t h os e u n 
c ert ai n first st e ps. A  f e w 

m or e  p a g es  a n d h er  b a b y  is o n  a n e w  
s hi n y  tri c y cl e. M or e  p a g es  g o  b y  a n d  s h e 
r e m e m b ers his  first d a y  of  s c h o ol, his  
littl e l e a g u e g a m es  a n d  his  first d at e  a n d  
t h at first c ar.  All  t o o s o o n, it s e e ms,  h e  is 
p os e d  wit h  his  c a p a n d g o w n  f or hi g h  
s c h o ol gr a d u ati o n,  n e ar  t h e e n d of  t h e 
al b u m. T u c k e d  i n a p a g e,  a h o m e m a d e  
M ot h er's  D a y  c ar d  f alls o ut.  Writt e n  i n 
his  o w n  h a n d writi n g,  t h e c ar d s a ys, "I  
l o v e y o u,  M o m., ^  Is n,t it f u n n y h o w  f ast 
t h e y gr o w, s h e t hi n ks. H o w  f ast t h at 
^ h u b b y  littl e b a b y  gr e w  u p  a n d  b e c a m e  a  
m a n.  O n  t h e l ast p a g e  of  t h e al b u m  is a  
pi ct ur e  of  a  h a n ds o m e  y o u n g  m a n  i n his

J U N E,  J U L Y, 1 9 9 3

f or h er,  t his is a d a y  f or m e m ori es,  f or 
w o n d eri n g  w h at  h er  s o n w o ul d  b e  li k e 
t o d a y. W h at  w o ul d  h e  b e  d oi n g ?  W h at  
w o ul d  h er  gr a n d c hil dr e n  b e  li k e ? W h at  
ki n d of  gr a n d m ot h er  w o ul d  s h e h a v e  
b e e n ?

Fr e e d o m  a n d  li vi n g i n t h e U nit e d  St at es  
is s o m et hi n g w e  t a k e f or gr a nt e d. B ut  
w h at  a t erri bl e pri c e  t o p a y;  s o m a n y  
t h o us a n ds of  str o n g, h e alt h y,  h o p ef ul  
y o u n g  m e n.  S h e  wis h es  e v er y o n e  w o ul d  
r e m e m b er t h e r e al m e a ni n g  of  M e m ori al  
D a y  a n d  u n d erst a n d  t h e c ost.  Ti m e  t o g o!  
S h e  pl a c es  t h e fl o w ers o n  his  gr a v e  a n d  
q ui etl y  l e a v es.

L et's  all  gi v e  t h a n ks t o G o d  t o d a y f or 
t h os e t h o us a n ds of  m e n  a n d  t h eir f a mili es 
w h o  p ai d  t h e ulti m at e  pri c e  f or o ur  fr e e
d o m. Rti



W h at  D o es e

J o h n 1: 1  R e all y  S a y ?
b y  Si d  H at c h

U s e d  wit h  ki n d

p er mi s si o n.

all  t hi n gs.M
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wSi d  H at c h

Bri ef  Bi bl e  St u di e s

F all,  1 9 9 1

V ol.  2 2  N o.  3

' Gr e e k pr os  t o n t h e o n. 仁
2 Cf.  Fr a n z  D elit zs c h's  H e br e w  N e w  T est a- / 
m e m.

E  W E R E  DI S C U S SI N G  t h e p ers o n  
of  Clirist  w h e n  s o m e o n e s p o k e u p  
a n d  s ai d, * * *I n  t h e b c gii uii n g  w as  t h e 
W or d,  a n d  t h e W or d  w as  wit h  G o d.  

a n d t h e W or d  w as  G o d.'  T h er e, "  t his p ers o n  
e x cl ai m e d.  * *l h a(  pr o v es  di al  J es us is G o d. "

T h e  p ass a g e  of  S cri pt ur e  w hi c h  t his i n di vi d
u al  q u ot e d  w as  t h e o p e ni n g  v ers e  of  t h e G os p el  of  
J o h n. It is a  c o m m o n  ass u m pti o n  t h at it t e a c h es 
t h e d eit y  of  C hrist.

" W or d "  i n Gr e e k  is l o g os. It o c c urs  o v er  3 0 0  
ti m es i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  a n d  si m pl y m e a ns  a  
s p o k e n  w or d,  a n  a c c o u nt,  a  s a yi n g, a  t e a c hi n g, a  
r e p ort, et c.

J o h n 1: 1 s a ys t hr e e t hi n gs a b o ut  t his l o g os or  
s p o k e n  w or d.  It w as  i n t h e b c gi mii n g.it  w as  witli  
G o d,  a n d  it w as  G o d.  W h al  d o  t h es e r e m ar k a bl e 
st at e m e nts  m e a n ?

T h e  p hr as e  * li n t h e b e gi n ni n g',  t ells us  i m m e
di at el y  t h at J o h n is t al ki n g a b o ut  cr e ati o n, t h e 
e v e nts d es cri b e d  i n G e n esis  O n e.  T h e  s p o k e n 
w or d  of  G o d  w as  t h e gr e at  f or c e i n t h os e m o m e n 
t o us d a ys.

T o  s a y t h at t h e W or d  w as  " wit h  G o d,' 1 t ells us  
t h at it w as  t h e s p o k e n w or d  of  G o d  Hi ms elf,  n ot  
t h at of  a n ot h er  p ers o n.  H er e  J o h n a ns w ers  t h e 
G n osti c  i d e a l h ai G o d  is t o o al o of  a n d  r e m ot e t o 
d o  t h e cr e ati n g  Hi ms elf,  a n d  s o H e  di d  it t hr o u g h 
a n  a g e nt.  T his  i d e a p e n etr at e d  C hristi a nit y  wit h  
t h e t e a c hi n g t h at t h e s e c o n d p ers o n  of  a tri u n e 
G o d  di d  t h e cr e ati n g.  ( C ol ossi a ns 1: 1 6  d o cs  n ot  
s a y  t h at C hrist  cr e at e d  all  t hi n gs. Il s a ys t h at G o d  
cr e at e d  all t hi n gs b e c a us e  of  Hi m  a n d  f or Hi m.)

T o  s a y t h at t h e s p o k e n w or d  w as  G o d  is a  
H e br ai c  w a y  of  s a yi n g Ur.it  it w as  mi g ht y  or  
p o w erf ul.  T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  is l h e os, b ut  its H e 
br e w  e q ui v al e nt  is ' el o hi m2  w hi c h  m e a ns  ess e n 
ti all y t h at s o m et hi n g is mi g ht y  or  p o w erf ul.

T h e  t hir d v ers e  of  l h e o p e ni n g  c h a pt er  of  t h e
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G os p el  of  J o h n t ells us  ili at t h e w orl d  w as  cr e at e d  
b y  t h e s p o k e n w or d:  " All t hi n gs w er e  m a d e  b y  it; 
a n d  wit h o ut  it w as  n ot  a n y  t hi n g m a d e  t h at w as  
m a d e. "  T his  is c o nfir m e d  b y  Ps al m  3 3: 6- 9  w hi c h  
s a ys t h at G o d  s p o k e a n d it w as  d o n e,  H e  c o m 
m a n d e d  a n d  t h e w orl d  st o o d f ast.

Fi n all y,  t h e f o urt e e nt h v ers e  of  J o h n O n e  t ells 
us  t h at t his l o g os or  s p o k e n  w or d  w as  m a d e  fl es h, 
a  h u m a n  b ei n g,  a n d  d w elt  a m o n g  us.  It d o cs  n ot  
s a y t h at G o d  b e c a m e  fl es h. It s a ys t h at G o d  
cr e at e d  "fl es h, "  a  h u m a n  b ei n g,  w h o  w o ul d  b e  His  
m ess e n g er  or  s p o k es m a n.

T h e  p ur p os e  of  t h e e ntir e  p ass a g e,  J o h n 1: 1- 1!  
is t o pr o v e  t h at J es us w as  G o d *s  M ess e n g er,  di e  
fi n al e x pr essi o n  of  His  will  a n d p ur p os e  t o l h e 
w orl d.  H e  w as  t h e s p o k e n w or d  i n c ar n at e, n ot  
G o d  i n c ar n at e. H e br e ws  1: 1, 2  s u ms  it all  u p  w h e n  
it s a ys  t h at i n ti m es p ast  G o d  s p o k e  i n v ari o us  a n d  
fr a g m e nt ar y w a ys,  es p e ci all y  t hr o u g h t h e pr o p h 
ets,  b ut  i n t h es e l ast d a ys  H e  h as  s p o k e n t o us  "i n  
a  S o n. "

T h e  p ers o n  w h o  q u ot e d  J o h n 1: 1 di d  s o as  
lli o u g h it s ai d,  "I n l h e b e gi n ni n g  w as  J es us, a n d  
J es us w as  wit h  G o d,  a n d  J es us  w as  G o d. "  T his  is 
i n d e e d l h e p o p ul ar  u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e v ers e,  
a n d  C hristi a n  p e o pl e  c a n  h ar dl y  b e  bl a m e d  if Lti c y  
l a k e il t his w a y.  T h e  r es p o nsi bilit y r ests u p o n  t h e 
s h o ul d ers of  r eli gi o us pr of essi o n als  w h o  t e a c h 
t his i nt er pr et ati o n. T h at,  h o w e v er,  is n ot  w h al  it 
s a ys.

A n  a m pli  fi e d p ar a p hr as e  of  J o h n 1: 1  w o ul d  b e:  
" G o d's s p o k e n w or d  w as  i n t h e b e gi n ni n g  at  
cr c ati o n.lt  w as  His  w or d,  n ot  t h e w or d  of  a n olli cr,  
a n d it w as  mi g ht y  a n d p o w erf ul — s uffi ci e ntl y  
p o w erf ul  t o cr e at e  all  t hi n gs. "

bcgimiing.it
crcation.lt
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b y  D u n c a n  H e ast er  
L o n d o n,  E n gl a n d

N ot e  t h at b ot h  

t h e S pirit- gift e d  

l e a d er s of  

M o s e s'  ti m e a n d  

t h e a n g el s  ar e  

c all e d  el o hi m.

H E  D O C T RI N E  O F  G O D  m a nif es 
t ati o n m ust  b e  f a mili ar t o m ost  r e a d
ers,  b ut  p er h a ps  w e  f ail t o al w a ys  
a p pr e ci at e  t h e d e gr e e  t o w hi c h  S cri p 

t ur e is fr a m e d t o e m p h asi z e  G o d's  m a nif est ati o n  
i n m e n.  T his  st u d y  s e e ks  t o d e m o nstr at e  h o w  o n e  
m a n  i n p arti c ul ar  c arri e d  G o d's  n a m e  a n d  r e pr e
s e nt e d G o d.  T h es e  c o n n e cti o ns  first st art t o d e 
v el o p  w h e n  w e  c ar ef ull y  c o nsi d er  E x o d us  7: 1,  
w h er e  G o d  s a ys t h at H e  w o ul d  m a k e  M os es  " as  
[ a] G o d  t o P h ar a o h, "  a n d  si mil arl y E x o d us  4: 1 6,  
w h er e  M os es  w as  t ol d "t h o u s h alt b e  t o [ A ar o n] 
i nst e a d of  G o d. "  T h er e  ar e  s o m a n y  ot h ers  t h at, 
alt h o u g h  i n di vi d u all y t h e y m a y  n ot  s e e m  si g nifi
c a nt,  w h e n  t a k e n all  t o g et h er t h e y a p p e ar  c o n cl u 
si v e t h at G o d  c h os e  t o es p e ci all y  m a nif est  Hi m 
s elf  t hr o u g h M os es:

1.  G o d's  m e m ori al  n a m e  of  Y a h w e h  m e a ns  "I  
will  b e  w h o  1  will  b e. "  H e  s ai d t o M os es,  * 7  will  
b e  wit h  t h y m o ut h "  ( E x. 4: 1 5),  as  if t o s a y  t h at H e  
w o ul d  b e  m a nif est e d  t hr o u g h t h e w or ds  M os es  
s p o k e.

2.  T h e  a n g el,  r e pr es e nti n g G o d,  t ol d M os es,  "I  
a m  c o m e  d o w n  t o d eli v er  [Isr a el] o ut  of  t h e h a n d  
of  t h e E g y pti a ns,  a n d  t o bri n g  t h e m u p  o ut  of  t h at 
l a n d'5 ( E x. 3: 8).  Y et  t w o v ers es  l at er t h e a n g el  
s a ys, "I will  s e n d t h e e u nt o  P h ar a o h,  t h at t h o u 
m a y est  bri n g  f ort h m y  p e o pl e  t h e c hil dr e n of  
Isr a el o ut  of  E g y pt "  ( E x. 3: 1 0).  T h e  si mil arit y of  
l a n g u a g e i n di c at es t h at t h e a n g el  w as  d el e g ati n g  
G o d's  p o w er  t o M os es.  It m ust  b e  f or t his r e as o n 
t h at t h e ( o n e) r o d r ef err e d t o i n E x o d us  is s o m e
ti m es c all e d  M os es'  r o d, a n d  ot h er  ti m es "t h e  r o d 
of  G o d "  (i. e., of  t h e a n g el; E x.  4: 2 0).  A  cl e ar  
e x a m pl e is i n E x o d us  9: 1 5,  2 2:  * *I [ G o d] will  
str et c h  o ut  m y  h a n d,  t h at I m a y  s mit e  t h e e a n d  t h y 
p e o pl e  wit h  p estil e n c e. ... A n d  t h e L O R D  s ai d 
u nt o M os es,  Str et c h  f ort h t hi n e h a n d t o w ar d

h e a v e n,  t h at t h er e m a y  b e  h ail. "  A n d  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  s u btl y m a k es  t h e s a m e p oi nt:  M os es  
U s u p p os e d his  br et hr e n  w o ul d  h a v e  u n d erst o o d  
h o w  t h at G o d  b y  his  [ M os es'] h a n d  w o ul d  d eli v er  
t h e m.... t his M os es ... di d  G o d  s e n d t o b e  a  r ul er 
a n d a d eli v er er  b y  t h e h a n d  of  t h e a n g el "  ( A cts 
7: 2 5,  3 5).

3.  T h e  a n g el  t ol d M os es  t o s p e a k  t h es e w or ds  t o 
P h ar a o h:  ' T h us s ait h  t h e L O R D,  I n t his t h o u s h alt 
k n o w  t h at I a m  t h e L O R D:  b e h ol d,  I will  s mit e 
wit h  t h e r o d t h at is i n mi n e  h a n d  u p o n  t h e w at ers. * *  
( E x. 7: 1 7).  T his  s o u n ds as  if G o d  i nt e n d e d t h er e t o 
b e  a n  a p p ar e nt  c o nf usi o n  b et w e e n  w h et h er  M os es  
w as  s p e a ki n g  a b o ut  hi ms elf  or  G o d.  M os es  s ai d,  "I  
will  s mit e wit h  t h e r o d, " t al ki n g pl ai nl y  a b o ut  
hi ms elf;  b ut  i n t h e pr e c e di n g  p hr as e  h e  s a ys, 
' T h o u s h alt  k n o w  t h at I a m  t h e L O R D' *;  i. e., " Y o u  
will  r e ali z e t h at I a m  r e pr es e nti n g Y a h w e h  w h e n  
y o u  s e e m y  mir a cl es! "

4.  W h e n  t h e p e o pl e  d es pis e d  M os es  t h e y w er e  
r e b u k e d " b e c a us e  t h at y e  h a v e  d es pis e d  t h e L O R D  
w hi c h  is a m o n g  y o u "  ( N u m. 1 1 : 2 0); i. e., M os es ?  
A  si mil ar e x a m pl e is f o u n d i n N u m b ers  2 6: 9:  
" D at h a n  a n d  A bir a m  . . . str o v e a g ai nst  M os es  
... w h e n  t h e y str o v e a g ai nst  t h e L O R D. * *  Ps al m  
7 8: 1 8- 2 0  c o m m e nts u p o n  h o w  Isr a el "t e m pt e d  
G o d  i n t h eir h e art  b y  as ki n g  m e at ... t h e y s p a k e 
a g ai nst  G o d;  t h e y s ai d, C a n  G o d  f ur nis h a  t a bl e ? 
...H e  [ G o d] s m ot e  t h e r o c k... c a n  h e  gi v e  br e a d  
als o ? . . . T h er ef or e  Y a h w e h  h e ar d  t his. * * T his  
p ass a g e  is cl e arl y all u di n g t o E x o d us  1 6: 2,  3,  
w hi c h  c hr o ni cl es  h o w  Isr a el t e m pt e d a n d s p o k e 
a g ai nst  M os es,  a c c usi n g  hi m  of  b ei n g  u n a bl e  t o 
pr o vi d e  f o o d f or t h e m, d es pit e  t h e f a ct h e  h a d  
pr e vi o usl y  s mitt e n  t h e r o c k t o pr o vi d e  w at er.  T h e  
m a n n er  i n w hi c h  it is r e c or d e d t h at Y a h w e h  h e ar d  
w h at  t h e Isr a elit es w er e  s a yi n g  a b o ut  G o d  w o ul d  
l e a d us  t o c o n cl u d e  t h at " G o d "  is us e d  as  a  r ef er-
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S o  W h at's  N e w ? “ F A T H E R S. .. C hil dr e n
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“C hil dr e n  t o d a y ar e  t yr a nt s. 
T h e y  c o ntr a di ct  t h eir p ar e nt s,  

g o b bl e  t h eir f o o d a n d  
t yr a n ni z e t h eir t e a c h er s.一
S o cr at e s,  4 7 0- 3 9 9  B. C. 一  

S el e ct e d.

I r e ali z e all  t h at I' m s u g g esti n g  r e q uir es p ati e n c e,  al o n g  wit h  
a  c o m mit m e nt  of  ti m e. It will  t a k e t h o u g ht, a  l ot of  pr a y er,  a n d  
e v e n  a c ert ai n a m o u nt  of  tri al a n d err or. B ut  D a d,  h e ar  t his. 
Affir mi n g  a n d  e n c o ur a gi n g  y o ur c hil d  t o d e v el o p  his  or  h er  G o d 
gi v e n  a biliti es  mi g ht  l e a d t o t h e m ost  si g nifi c a nt  c o ntri b uti o n  
y o u'll  e v er  m a k e  t o t h e c a us e  of  C hrist.  N o w,  t h er e's a  t h o u g ht 
t o h a n g  o nt o! « h  *

wit h  t h e w or d  of  G o d  t h at h e  m a nif est e d  
G o d  t o s u c h a  gr e at  d e gr e e;  a n d  i n t h at 
m ust  b e  a gr e at  c h all e n g e  t o us  i n o ur  
Bi bl e  st u d y.  T h us  t h e p e o pl e  pl e a d e d  t o 
M os es,  " S p e a k  t h o u wit h  us,  a n d  w e  will  
h e ar:  b ut  l et n ot  G o d  s p e a k  wit h  us ”  ( E x. 
2 0: 1 9).  T h us  b y  s p e a ki n g t o t h e m t h e 
w or d  of  G o d  w hi c h  t h e y w o ul d  n ot  h e ar  
dir e ctl y  fr o m G o d  t h e y m a d e  M os es  t h e 
r e pr es e nt ati v e of  G o d.  T h us  M os es  is 
d es cri b e d  i n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  4: 4  as  " T h e  
g o d  of  t his [J e wis h] w orl d. "

8.  T h er e  ar e  s e v er al i nst a n c es w h er e  
M os es  s a ys s o m et hi n g w hi c h  is cl e arl y  
o n  b e h alf  of  G o d,  b ut  t h e t e xt d o es  n ot  
t ell us  s p e cifi c all y t h at M os es  is s p e a k
i n g o n  G o d's  b e h alf.  T h us  t h e i m pr es
si o n is gi v e n  t h at M os es  is a  v er y  gr e at  
m a nif est ati o n  of  G o d.  D e ut er o n o m y  
3 1: 2 3 is a n e x a m pl e: M os es  s ai d t o 
J os h u a, " B e  str o n g a n d  of  a  g o o d  c o ur 
a g e:  f or t h o u s h alt  bri n g  t h e c hil dr e n  of  
Isr a el i nt o t h e l a n d w hi c h  I s w ar e u nt o  
t h e m: a n d  I will  b e  wit h  t h e e. " T h e  l ast 
p art  of  t h os e w or ds  ar e  cl e arl y  w or ds  of  
G o d  r at h er t h a n M os es  p ers o n all y,  a n d  
y et  M os es  s p o k e t h e m.

9.  " T h e L O R D  will  c o m e  d o w n  ... 
u p o n  m o u nt  Si n ai... . M os es  w e nt  d o w n  
[s a m e H e br e w  as  *  c o m e  d o w n *  ] u nt o  t h e 
p e o pl e "  (fr o m Si n ai;  E x.  1 9: 1 1,  2 5),  
i m pl yi n g t h at t h e L or d's  c o mi n g  d o w n  
u p o n  Si n ai  w as  mirr or e d  b y  M os es  c o m 
i n g d o w n  t o t h e p e o pl e.

1 0.  " A n d  M os es  di d  l o o k u p o n  all  t h e 
w or k,  a n d,  b e h ol d,  t h e y h a d  d o n e  it as

t h e L O R D  h a d  c o m m a n d e d,  e v e n  s o h a d  
t h e y d o n e  it: a n d M os es  bl ess e d  t h e m " 
( E x. 3 9: 4 3)  is f ull of  r ef er e n c es t o G o d's  
i ns p e cti o n of  t h e cr e ati o n  b a c k  i n G e n e 
sis,  a n d  His  bl essi n g  of  it aft er  s e ei n g  t h a ^ Fz 

t h e w or d  of  G o d  h a d  b e e n  f ull y o b e y e d.  
T his  i m pli es t h at t h e c o m pl eti o n  of  t h e 
t a b er n a cl e w as  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e J e w
is h h e a v e ns  a n d  e art h,  w hi c h  w er e  t o b e  fi
n all y  d estr o y e d  i n A.  D.  7 0  (s e e 2  P et er  3);  
a n d  t h at M os es  w as  r e pr es e nti n g G o d,  his  
i ns p e cti o n of  t h e w or k  of his  S pirit- gift e d  
h el p ers e c h oi n g G o d's  r e vi e w of  t h e 
a n g el's  w or k.  N ot e  t h at b ot h  t h e S pirit-  
gift e d  l e a d ers of  M os es'  ti m e a n d t h e 
a n g els  ar e  c all e d  el o hi m.

1 1.  Alt h o u g h  t o s o m e d e gr e e  w e  b e ar  
t h e N a m e, w e  ar e  s or e  t e m pt e d t o a b di c at e  
t h e v ast  r es p o nsi biliti es t his bri n gs  b y  
r e as o ni n g t h at G o d  h as  c h os e n us  t o 
m a nif est  Hi m  o v er  a n d  o v er  o ur  c h oi c e;  
a n d M os es  t o o h a d  t his pr o bl e m.  H e  is 
t ol d t o g o,  b e ari n g  G o d's  w or ds.  B ut  *' h e  
s ai d,  O  m y  L or d,  s e n d,  I pr a y  t h e e, b y  t h e 
h a n d  of  hi m  w h o m  t h o u wilt  s e n d " ( E x. 
4: 1 3).  T his  m ust  s ur el y r ef er t o t h e 
m e m ori al  n a m e,  "I  will  b e  w h o  I will  b e. "  
It is as if M os es  w as  s a yi n g " M a nif est 
y o urs elf  as  y o u  wis h.  If y o u  c h os e  
w ell,  O K,  F v e  g ot n o  c h oi c e. " T h u 恩 J  

i m m e di at el y " T h e a n g er of  t h e L O R D  
w as  ki n dl e d  a g ai nst  M os es. "  M os es  h a d  
t o l e a m t h at h e  h a d  b e e n  c h os e n  t o b e ar  
G o d's  N a m e,  a n d  it w as  f or hi m  t o l o v
i n gl y r es p o n d t o t h at h o n or.  T h e  s a m e 
a p pli es  t o us.

e n c e  t o M os es'  m a nif est ati o n  of  G o d.
5.  M os es  str et c h e d  o ut  his  ar m  a n d  r o d 

t o p art  t h e R e d  S e a;  t h at t his is w h at  
M os es  di d  is str ess e d i n t h e r e c or d ( E x. 
1 4: 1 6, 2 1, 2 6, 2 7).  B ut  ti m e a n d  a g ai n  w e  
ar e  r e mi n d e d h o w  t h e L or d  br o u g ht  Is
r a el o ut  wit h  a n  o utstr et c h e d  ar m  ( e. g.,  
E x.  1 5: 1 2),  a p p ar e ntl y  all u di n g  b a c k  t o 
M os es *  ar m  o utstr et c h e d  o v er  t h e R e d  
S e a.  T h e  m a n  of  G o d's  ri g ht h a n d  ( Ps a. 
8 0: 1 7)  is t h er ef or e pri m aril y  M os es  ( n ot e 
t h e E x o d us  c o nt e xt  of  Ps a.  8 0).

6.  Si mil arl y,  " Fr o m His  [t h e L or d *s]  
ri g ht h a n d  w e nt  a  fi er y l a w f or t h e m.... 
E v er y  o n e  s h all r e c ei v e of  T h y  w or ds.  
M os es c o m m a n d e d  us  a  l a w " ( D e ut. 3 3: 2-  
4).  T his  all i m pli es t h at M os es'  gi vi n g  
t h e l a w b y  his  h a n d  w as  as  a  m a nif est a 
ti o n of  G o d  gi vi n g  Isr a el t h e l a w. It w as  
b ot h  t h e l a w of  G o d,  a n d  of  M os es.  T h e  
l a w " w as  or d ai n e d  b y  a n g els  i n t h e h a n d  
of  a m e di at or *'  ( M os es; G al.  3: 1 9).  Y et  
fr o m t h e L or d *s  h a n d  w e nt  a fi er y l a w 
( D e ut.3 3: 2).  Gi v e n  t his gr e at  ass o ci ati o n  
of  M os es  wit h  G o d's  h a n d  it m a y  b e  
p ossi bl e  t o i nt er pr et " W o ul d  t o G o d  w e  
h a d  di e d  b y  t h e h a n d  of  t h e L O R D  i n t h e 
l a n d of  E g y pt ... f or y e  h a v e  br o u g ht  us  
f ort h i nt o t his wil d er n ess,  t o kill  t his 
w h ol e  ass e m bl y [ n o w, h er e]  wit h  h u n 
g er "  ( E x. 1 6: 3)  as m e a ni n g  " W e wis h  
y o u,  M os es — t h e h a n d  of  t h e L O R D —  
h a d  kill e d  us  t h e n b a c k  i n E g y pt,  i n t h e 
pl a g u es  w hi c h  y o u  br o u g ht,  r at h er t h a n 
d e ci d e  t o bri n g  us  o ut  h er e  t o kill  us. "

7.  It w as  b y  M os es'  cl os e  ass o ci ati o n

Ar e  U ni q u e,,
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 1)



• Pr o mis e d H e ali n g

mir a cl e s  w er e

d o n e  i n t h e

c o nt e xt  of

m e s s a g e.
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T
pr e a c hi n g  t h e 

Ki n g d o m

N ot e,  h o w e v er,  

t h at t h e s e

b y  P ast ors  D arr ell  a n d  D el b ert  R a n ki n  
C h ur c h  of  G o d,  B ell e  Pl ai n e,  I A a n d  
P ast or  R uss ell  R a n ki n
M a pl e  Gr o v e,  M N

H E  G R E A T  M E S SI A NI C  pr o p h 
e c y  of  Is ai a h 5 3  f or et ol d t h e d e at h  
of  J es us' s o ul as  a n  off eri n g  f or si n 
( w. 1 0- 1 2).  Is ai a h f or es a w J e h o 

v a h  off eri n g  t hr o u g h J es us t ot al h e ali n g  f or t h e 
t ot al m a n.  T h e  c o m pl et e  s c o p e of  h el p  a n d  h o p e  
t hr o u g h His  s a crifi c e is h e ali n g  fr o m si n a n d  
fr o m si c k n ess a n d  d e at h.

T o  a p pl y  t his gr a c e  as  G o d  w o ul d  gi v e  it. w e  
u n d erst a n d  it i n t h e p ers p e cti v e  of  t h e pr o p h ets.  
Is ai a h p er c ei v e d  t h at t h er e w as  str e n gt h a n d  
c o ur a g e  a v ail a bl e  f or t o d a y; b ut  h e  als o  s a w  f ull 
b o dil y  h e ali n g  i n t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  r est or e d 
o n  t h e e art h i n t h e a g e  t o c o m e (Is a. 3 5: 1- 1 0).  
J es us c a m e  pr e a c hi n g  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  t h e c o m 
i n g of  t h at Ki n g d o m.  H e  s h o w e d Isr a el w h at  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  t h e f ut ur e w o ul d  b e  li k e, w hi c h  w as  
His  w a y  of  c o nfir mi n g  t h e n ot- y ct-l ulfill c d  A br a-  
h a mi c  pr o mis es  ( M att. 4: 1 7,  2 3; R o m.  1 5: 8;  
A cts  2: 2 2;  H c b.  2: 3, 4).  T h e  r est or ati o n of  h e alt h  
t o m a n y  p e o pl e  d uri n g  J es us' mi nistr y  w as  i m
m e di at e  a n d  o n e  h u n dr e d  p er c e nt.  J es us t ells us  
tli at t his w as  w h at  Is ai a h f or es a w i n Is ai a h 5 3: 4,  
5 ( M att. 8: 1- 1 7; 1 1: 1- 5).  N ot e,  h o w e v er,  t h at 
t h es e mir a cl es  w er e  d o n e  i n t h c c o nt c xt of pr e a c h 
i n g t h e Ki n g d o m  m ess a g e.  T h e y  w er e  si m pl y il
l ustr ati o ns or  s a m pl es, t e m p or ar y as  t h e y w er e,  
of  t h e a g e t o c o m e,  c o n c er ni n g w hi c h  all t h e 
pr o p h ets  t estifi e d. T h es e  h e ali n gs  di d  n ot  r e
m o v e  m ort alit y  or  gr a nt  i n u n u nit y fr o m ill n ess, 
s o t h e y c o ul d  n ot  b e  vi e w e d  as  "r e ali z e d  es c h a 
t ol o g y. "

T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  s a w et er n al ( a g e-l asti n g) 
lif e as  a  h o p e  t h at w e  d o  n ot  s e c  t o d a y ( Tit us 1 : 2; 
R o m.  8: 2 4,  2 5).  T h o u g h  m a n y  ot h er  bl essi n gs  
w er e  f or t his a g e,  J es us t a u g ht t h at His  dis ci pl es  
w o ul d  r e c ei v e et er n al lif e i n t h e a g e t o c o m e  
( M ar k 1 0: 2 9, 3 0).  It is t h e r es urr e cti o n fr o m t h e 
d e a d  t h at will  t a k e a w a y  c orr u pti bilit y,  w e a k 

n ess,  p ai n,  s orr o w,  m ort alit y,  a n d  d e at h  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 4 2- 5 4;  1 J o h n 2: 2 5- 3: 3;  R e v.  2 0: 4- 6;  2 1: 4).

H a vi n g  r e c ei v e d t h e p o w er  of  G o d,  c a n  w e  
cl ai m a g u ar a nt e e d  h e ali n g  t o d a y ? I n R o m a ns  
8: 1 4- 2 6,  P a ul  s h o ws t h at e v e n  t h e tr ul y f ait hf ul 
u gr o a n  wit hi n  o urs el v es, "  a n d h a v e  ̂ i nfir mi 
ti es " a n d  ' "s uff eri n gs of  t his pr es e nt  ti m e,,' j ust 
li k e e v er y o n e  els e.  T h e  L or d  pr o mis e d  t o " h el p  
o ur  i nfir miti es, " b ut  w e  m ust  p ati e ntl y  w ait  f or 
a f ut ur e e v e nt w h e n  "t h e r e d e m pti o n of  o ur  
b o d y "  will  o c c ur.  W e  l o o k f or J es us t o c o m e  
fr o m h e a v e n  t o " c h a n g e o ur  vil e  b o d y,  t h at it 
m a y  b e  f as hi o n e d li k e u nt o  his  gl ori o us  b o d y. "  
T his  is G U A R A N T E E D!  ( Cf. P hil.  3: 1 0- 2 1;  
E p h.  1: 1 3,  1 4.)

I n J a m es 5: 1 3- 1 8,  G o d  off ers  h e ali n g  f or t h e 
s pirit a n d  t h e b o d y  t hr o u g h f or gi v e n ess of  si ns  
a n d  r est or ati o n of  h e alt h.  It is t h e si c k b eli e v er  
w h o  s u m m o ns  t h e el d ers,  n ot  t h e el d ers  w h o  c all  
t h e si c k  ( v. 1 4).  H e  is t o c all  w h e n e v er  h e  is si c k,  
n ot  w ait  f or his  d e at h b e d,  t o h a v e  t his s er vi c e. 
" A n d t h e pr a y er  of  f ait h s h all s a v e t h e si c k, a n d  
t h e L or d  will  r ais e hi m  u p "  ( v. 1 5).  H a vi n g  b e e n  
r ais e d i n a c o n gr e g ati o n t h at t a u g ht a n d  pr a c 
ti c e d t his s er vi c e, w e  o bs er v e d  G o d's  a ns w er  
w as  b ot h  t e m p or al a n d  et er n al  a c c or di n g  t o t h e 
p ers p e cti v e  of  t h e pr o p h ets.

N ot hi n g  i n J a m es 5: 1 5  i m pli es a g u ar a nt e e  
f or G o d's  I M M E DI A T E C U R E.  I n t h e t e xt G o d  
r es er v es u nt o  Hi ms elf  t h e pri vil e g e  of  t hr e e 
o pti o ns  i n a ns w eri n g  t h es e pr a y ers  of  f ait h: 1)  
Y es.  N O W.  2)  Y es,  b ut  W AI T  a w hil e;  li k e 
v ers es  1 0,  1 1.  J o b's f ait h c a n n ot  b e  f a ult e d; s o 
c o nsi d er  his  p ati e n c e  w hil e  h e  w ait e d  o ut  his  
ill n ess. 3)  Y es,  b ut  W AI T  till t h e R E S U R R E C 
TI O N  w h e n  J es us c o m es  ( Cf. R o m.  8: 2 3- 2 5;  I 
T h cs.  4: 1 4- 1 8; 1 C or.  6: 1 4; 1 5; M att.  1 1: 5;  
1 6: 2 1;  A cts  3: 1 5;  t h e Gr e e k  w or d  e g eir o.''r ais e  
u p, "  d es cri b es  t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  i n



n e e d "  ( H e b. 6: 4,  5;  4: 1 6).

D o  All  S p e a k  i n T o n g u es ?

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 3 0 AJ N E,  J U L Y. 1 9 9 3

A

t hr e e li m es t h at his  u t h o m i n t h e fl es h " b e  
r e m o v e d. G o d's  a ns w er  is n ot  al w a ys  t h e 
" y es "  t h at w e  w o ul d  li k e. H e  s ai d  t o P a ul,  
" M y  gr a c e  is s uffi ci e nt f or t h e e: f or m y  
str e n gt h is m a d e  p erf e ct  i n w e a k n ess. * *  
P a ul  a c c e pt e d  t h at a ns w er,  " M ost  gl a dl y  
t h er ef or e will  I r at h er gl or y  i n m y  i nfir
miti es,  t h at t h e p o w er  of  C hrist  m a y  r est 
u p o n  m e. "  T his  h u m bli n g  e x p eri e n c e  
di d n ot all o w P a ul  t h e err or of  s elf
e x alt ati o n  i n t h e t hi n gs of  t h e S pirit  ( 2 
C or.  1 2: 7- 1 1).

b y  Alt o n  M a x ell
H e al h ni o nt,  Vi ct ori a,  A ustr ali a

M O N G S T  P E N T E C O S T A L S,  t h e 
" gift''  of  t o n g u es is virt u all y  c e ntr al  
l o t h e r est of  t h eir t e a c hi n g a b o ut  t h e 
B a ptis m  wit h  t h e H ol y  S pirit.

I n c o n v ers ati o n  wit h  P e nt e c ost als,  I h a v e  f o u n d 
t h at t h e i nt e nsit y of  e m p h asis  o n  Lliis  e x p eri e n c e  
d o cs  t e n d t o v ar y  fr o m, " All c a n, e v e n if t h e y 
d o n't, "  t o * * A 1I  e v e nt u all y t o U A 1 1  m ust/,

H o w e v er,  f or m ost  of  t h e m, s p e a ki n g  i n t o n g u es 
is r e g ar d e d as  t h e i nf alli bl e pr o of  t h at t h e y h a v e  
r e c ei v e d t h e H ol y  S pirit.lt  is t h e si g n  t h at G o d  h as  
a c c e pt e d  t h e m. S o m e  e v e n  g o  s o  f ar as  t o s a y  t h at 
wit h o ut  t his gift,  n o  o n e  is b o m  a g ai n,  or  s a v e d  at  
all.

M y  pr o bl e m  wit h  t his ''i nf alli bl e pr o of'  is t h at, 
j u d g e d b y  w h at  t h e Bi bl e  r e all y d o es  s a y a b o ut  
l o n g u es, it is n ot  i nf alli bl e at  all!

It is n ot  i nf alli bl e pr o of  w h e n  t h e "s piril "  
w hi c h  i ns pir es t h e e x p eri e n c e  is cl e arl y  N O T  t h e 
S pirit  of  Tr ut h  pr o mis e d  b y  J es us. (J o h n 1 6: 1 3.)

It is n ot  i nf alli bl e pr o of  w h e n  it is a c c o m p a 
ni e d  b y  d a n g er o us  f als e t e a c hi n g— a b o ut w h o  
J es us is; a b o ut  w h at  t h e g os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  is; a b o ut w h at  t h e r e al C hristi a n  h o p e  is; 
a b o ut  t h e pl a c e  a n d  i m p ort a n c e of  b a ptis m;  a n d  
m ost  i m p ort a nt of  ail,  a b o ut  w h at  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  
r e al o b e di e n c e  t o J es us m e a ns.

It is n ot  i nf a Di bl e pr o of  i n t h os e w h o  t a k e t o 
t h e ms el v es a f als e s e ns e of  s e c urit y fr o m it; 
w h os e  lif est yl e s h o ws littl e c o n vi n ci n g  e vi d e n c e

B e  it gr a c e  t o b e ar  or  a  gr a ci o us  t o u c h 
of  G o d's  h e ali n g  h a n d,  w e  t ast e *' of  t h e 
h e a v e nl y  gift, "  u t h e g o o d  W or d  of  G o d, "  
* *t h c  p o w ers  of  t h e a g e  l o c o m e, "  a n d,  
h as  b e e n  t h e h erit a g e  of  t h e c h ur c h es  
G o d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e c e nt uri es,  h a v e  b e e n  
m a d e  ,' p art a k ers of  l h e H ol y  G h ost. "  
•' L et us  t h er ef or e c o m e  b ol dl y  u nt o  t h e 
t hr o n e of  gr a c e,  t h at w e  m a y  o bt ai n  
m er c y,  a n d  fi n d gr a c e  t o h el p  i n ti m e of

r h

m a n y  c as es).  " T his  is t h e c o nfi d e n c e  t h at 
w e  h a v e  i n hi m,  t h at, if w c  as k  a n y  t hi n g 
a c c or di n g  t o his  will,  h e  h c ar ct h  us:  a n d  
if w c  k n o w  t h at h e  h e ar  us,  w h ats o e v er  
w e  as k,  w e  k n o w  l h at w e  h a v e  t h e p eti 
ti o ns t h at w e  d esir e d  of  hi m "  ( 1 J o h n 
5: 1 4, 1 5).  J es us  pr a y e d  li k et hisi n G et hs e 
m a n e,  a n d  G o d  a ns w er e d a c c or di n g t o 
His  will  ( M alt. 2 6: 3 8,  3 9).

F urt h er m or e,  P a ul's  f ait h c a n n ot b e  
f a ult e d citli cr.  N or  w as  h e  s h ort  o n  p o w er  
( 2 C or.  1 2: 1 2).  Y et  h e  pr a y e d  e a m csll y

at all of  t h e fr uit w hi c h  is t h e r e al m ar k  of  t h e 
S pirit's  pr es e n c e,  ( G al. 5: 2 2- 2 5.)

It is n ot  i nf alli bl e pr o of  w h e n  it is f o u n d i n f al ^ ^ 
pr o p h ets,  a c c o m p a ni e d  b y  si g ns a n d  w o n d ers,  r  
w hi c h  e v e n  t h e el e ct  ar e  i n d a n g er  of  b ei n g  d e 
c ei v e d.  ( M att. 2 4: 2 4.)

It is n ot  i nf alli bl e pr o of  i n C at h oli cs,  w h o  still 
h ol d  t o all  t h e f als e l e a c hi n g of  t h eir f als e c h ur c h  
s yst e m.

N o  "s pirit u al " e x p eri e n c e  i n a n y o n e,  e v e n if 
r e al i n its elf, c a n  e v er  b e  i nf alli bl e pr o of  of  a n y 
t hi n g at all,  w h e n  a n  i d e nti c al b ut  f als e e x p eri 
e n c e  is f o u n d i n s o m a n y  ot h ers.

Bi bl e  tr ut h, fr o m t h e S pirit  of  T r ut h,  a b o ut  
s p e a ki n g i n t o n g u es, is t h at it is N O T  F O R  E V 
E R Y O N E.  I n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 7- 1 1,  P a ul  m a k es  
it q uit e  cl e ar  t h at it is o n e  of  a n u m b er  of  gifts  
gi v e n  i n di vi d u all y. J ust as  a  h u m a n  b o d y  is n ot  
all  e y e,  or  c ar,  or  h a n d,  or  h e a d,  or  f o ot, n eit h er  is 
t h er e o n e  si n gl e u ni v ers al  or  i n dis p e ns a bl e gift  
f or all. It is pl ai n  t h at n ot  all ar e a p ostl es, or  
pr o p h ets,  or  w or k ers  of  mir a cl es.  N eit h er  d o  all  
s p e a k i n t o n g u es. ( V ers es 2 7- 3 1.)

A n y  "s pirit "  w hi c h  cl ai ms  ot h er wis e,  is n ot  t h e 
S pirit  of  Tr ut h  pr o mis e d  l o t h os e w h o  l o v e J es us 
a n d  o b e y  Hi m.

W e  s h o ul d b e  c a uti o us  a b o ut  a n y  w h o  wr e ^ L  
t h e S cri pt ur es  t o pr es e nt  us  wit h  a "l yi n g  
d er. "( 2 T h es.  2,  9.) s

Spirit.lt
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T ot al  C ost  of  P art  A
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T ot al  N u m b er  of  Tr a cts

T ot al  C ost  of  P art  B S.

T ot al  of  P art  A 
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Cit y  Zi p  St at e  

L
N a m e.
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1. 9 5    
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2. 9 5  
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T ot al  of  P art  B  ( Tr a cis) 

A m o u nt  of  C o m pl et e  Or d er  

P ost a g e  &  H a n dli n g

T ot al

... Si g ns  of  J es us * C o mi n g  a n d  t h e 
E n d  of  t h e W orl d

..・ Si g ns  of  t h e Ti m es

... T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d
・. ・ T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ( S p a nis h)
・.  • T h e  Pr e  mill e n ni al  C o mi n g  of  C hrist
... T h e  P ur p os e  of  t h e Mill e n ni u m

BI B L E  D O C T RI N E T R A C T S

...B a ptis m

... C hristi a n  Tit hi n g,  A n  A ct  of  F ait h

.・ ・ G o d *s  L a ws  C o n c er ni n g  M arri a g e

...Is G oi n g  ( o H e a v e n  O ur  R e w ar d ?

... J es us  C hrist,  t h e O nl y  B e g ott e n  S o n  
of  G o d

・. ・ O n e  G o d
... R es urr e cti o n
・ ・ ・ S e v e n  Bi bl e  R e as o ns  f or C hrisli a n  

B a ptis m
... T h e  C o v e n a nts  of  Pr o mis e
・ • • T h e  Hist or y  of  B a ptis m
・ .・ T h e  M arri a g e  G o d  Pl a n n e d
・.•  T h e  M e a ni n g  of  t h e W or d  " S o ul "
..・ T h e  N at ur e  of  ( h e S o ul
...T w o  H ells
... W h at  1 1叩 p e ns  Aft er  D e at h ?
... W h at  is M a n ?
...W h o  O w ns  t h e W o ol ?

Fr e e  
2. 9 5  
3. 9 5  

・. ・ Si n g  t o t h e L or d
.. ・ S h elt er e d.  Pr ot e ct e d

S U N D A Y S C H O O L S U P P LI E S
Pl e as e  s p e cif y  st arti n g  d at e  f or q u art erli es
..・ Ki n d er g art e n  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai d  P a c k et
... Ki n d er g art e n  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
・ . ・ Ki n d er g art e n  Bi bl c-I n- Lif c  (f or t e a c h ers)
... Ki n d er g art e n  M a k c-I(/ T a k c-It  (f or st u d e nts)
・ ・ ・ Pri m ar y  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
... Pri m ar y  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
・.. Pri m ar y  St u d e nt's  B o o ks  ( 2) gr a d es  1- 3
• ・ ・ J u ni or  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
• ・ ・ J u ni or  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
...J u ni or  St u d e nt's,  gr a d es  4- 6
…  J u ni or  Hi g h  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
・ .. J u ni or  Hi g h  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
・ ・ ・ J u ni or  1  li g h St u d e nt's 一 T H E  R O C K
... T e e n- A g e  Cr e ati v e  T e a c hi n g  Ai ds  P a c k et
・ ・. T e e n  T e a c h er's  G ui d e
... T e e n- A g e  L ess o ns  I. D.  (f or Hi g h  S c h o ol)
・..  A d ult  T e a c h ers *  G ui d e
・. ・ A d ult  St u d e nt's

卜 ... S a m pl e  Kit  of  all  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  L ess o ns
(...S u p eri nt e n d e nts'  a n d  W or k ers *  S. S.  M a n u al

・. ・ S u n d a y  S c h o ol  O p e ni n gs  I d e a B o o k

BI B L E S T U D Y  C O U R S E S
・. ・ B er c a n  S cri pt ur e  St u di es.  N o  2 ( 5 2 l ess o ns)
...B Y F  F o c us
・. ・ T h e  N at ur e  a n d  D esti n y  of  M a n  ( 1 3 l ess o ns)
・. ・ W h er e  D o  I Fit ?  ( 8 l ess o ns — P artl o w e)

E V A N G  E LI S M  T R A C T S
Q u a ntit y

... A B C's  of  S al v ati o n
•.• A n  I n vit ati o n
・. ・ A n  I n vit ati o n t o Lif e
... B ett er  T h a n  M o n e y  i n t h e B a n k
... Bi bl e  F ait h  St a n d s  t h e T e st  of  Ti m e

... C a n  G o d  H el p  M e ?
• ・ ・ C a n  Y o u  B eli e v e ?
...D o  Y o u  E v er  T hi n k  A b o ut  G o d ?
... D o  Y o u  Pr ef er  I ns ur a n c e or  Ass ur a n c e ?
. ・.H a v e  a  G o o d  D a y
... H cr e* s  M y  Ti p

.. ・ M e et  M y  Fri e n d

... O n e  St e p  Fr o m  D e at h

・. ・ P u z zl e d ?
...S e e  W h at  R e al  L o v e  Is
... T h e  Bl o o d  B a n k  of  t h e Bi bl e
... Tr a v el er's  Cr e dit  C ar d
... Us e  t h e P ast  t o B uil d  a  F ut ur e
... W h y  B e  B a pti z e d ?
... Y o ur  I ntr o d u cti o n t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d

MI S C E L L A N E O U S  T R A C T S
... C h art  of  t h e A g es
.. ・ Fr o m  O n e  W h o  C ar es
・. ・ H o w  t o Gr o w  i n C hrist
... H o w  Y o ur  P ast or  C a n  I l el p Y o u
... W h at  C a n  W e  R e a d  T o ni g ht ?

BI B L E  P R O P H  E C Y  T R A C T S 、
... D e at h  of  t h e D oll ar  
... G o d's  T o m orr o w  

•.. N e ws d a y  1 9 9 2

』 P ost a g e  a n d  H a n dli n g

| Or d er  u p  t o S 1 0:  a d d  S 2. 4 0  |

■  Or d er  S 1 0  t o S 2 0:  a d d  2 0 % ■

■  Or d er  S 2 0  t o $ 9 9:  a d d 1 0 % ■

Or d er  $  1 0 0 +:  a d d  5 %  I

O v ers e as:  A ct u al  C ost I

S u p pli es  Or d er  F or m _ _ _ _ _ _
Q u a ntit y  P a rt  A

B O O K S  A N D  B O O K L E T S
.…  C hrist  or  C o nf usi o n  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)

..・ C o n c er ni n g  t h e N ati o ns  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)
•. ・ D a ni el's  Pr o p h eti c  O utli n e  of  I list oi y ( P artl o w c) . 9 5
・. ・ D ari n g  ( o Diff er  A d v e nt ur es  i n C o n diti o n al  

I m m ort alit y ( H at c h)
• ... E m p h ati c Di a gl ott  ( Wils o n)

・. ・ " E x c e pt "  ( b a ptis m. Bilt o n)
...First  Pri n ci pl es  ( M ars h)
・. ・ F u n d a m e nt als  of  t h e C hristi a n  F ait h  ( L y o n)
...G o d's  C o v e n a nt  wit h  A br a h a m  ( Li n ds a y)
•. ・ G o d's  Gr e at  Pl us  Si g n  t o t h e W orl d  ( P artl o w c)

| .. ・ M a ki n g  t h e M ost  of  Y o ur  M arri a g e  ( P artl o w c)
• ・ ・ " M ust N ot  Fi g ht "  ( Bilt o n) 

... O n e  G o d  (J u d d)
…  Pr o p h e ci es  of  t h e E n d  of  t h e W orl d  ( M attis o n)
...R ussi a.  Isr a el, C hrist  a n d  Y o u  ( Bilt o n)
・ • ・ S cri pt ur e  S e ar c h er's  Assist a nt
・. ・ S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y,  H ar d  C o v er  ( 1 l uff cr)
・ ..S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y, S oft  C o v er  (Il uff cr)

I ・. ・ T h e  Bi bl e:  Its Pri n ci pl es & T e xts Gl u g gi ns)
... T h e  A br a h a mi c  &  D a vi di c  C o v e n a nts

P a rt  B:  T h e  tr a cts list e d ar e a v ail a bl e fr o m t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  at  $ 3. 5 0  p er  h u n dr e d.  Pl e as e  or d er  e a c h  tr a ct i n l ots of  5 0.  
Y o u  m a y  or d er  si n gl e c o pi es  at  6 0  e a c h  a n d  a  mi ni m u m  of  2 5.

1. 9 5  
1 0 @  $ 1. 7 5  e a c h  or  1. 9 5

1. 9 5  
1. 9 5  

9. 9 5  
4. 9 5  
1. 1 5  
. 7 5 
. 7 5 
. 7 5 
. 7 5 

1. 9 5  
. 9 5 

3. 9 5  
3. 9 5  
1. 2 5  
. 9 5 

1 2. 9 5  
9. 9 5  
3. 9 5  
1. 7 5  

・.. T h e  C o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  of  t h e M essi a h  ( B u z z ar d) 4. 9 5
...T h e  L ast  Will  &  T est a m e nt  of  J es us  . 7 5 
・. ・ T h e  L a w,  S a b b at h  &  N. T.  C hristi a nit y  ( B u z z ar d) 1. 9 5
...T h e  Mir a cl e  of  P e nt e c ost  ( P artl o w c) 1. 9 5  
...T h e  S e v e nt h  D a y  S a b b at h  ( G os p el P u b  L e a g u e)  1 5 0

I ・. ・ Tri u m p h  of  t h e R es urr e cti o n,  1 7 6  p p..
S oft  C o v er  (I l uff cr)

•. ・ W h at  H a p p e ns  W h e n  W e  Di e ?  ( B u z z ar d)
... W or ds  of  Tr ut h,  S u bj e ct  C o n c or d a n c e
・. ・ W h o  Is J es us ?  ( B u z z ar d)
・.. Wr e st e d  S cri pt ur e s

、 H Y M N A L S
P .̂. ・ Ps al ms,  H y m ns,  a n d  S pirit u al  S o n gs

.. ・ L o os e  L e af  f or M usi ci a ns
「 C H U R C H S U P P LI E S

・. ・ B  叩  tis ni al C ertifi c at es  ( d o z. 5. 0 0)
... C ari n g  S yst e m  Fil e  F ol d ers

| E V A N G E LI S M  F LI P C H A R T
.. ・ O p p ort u nit y  of  El c m al  Lif e

I ... C orr es p o n d e n c e  c o urs e  侦
I ... L o os e  L e af  e diti o n
* ... B o u n d  e diti o n
I I S S U E S, P a p er b a c k  B o o ks

| ... T h e  C as e  A g ai nst  P or n o gr a p h y  ( Wil d m o n) L O O
| ・ .. T h e  H o m e  I n v a d ers ( Wil d m o n) 2. 0 0

S LI D E- C A S S E T T E P R O G R A M S
I G o d ^  Pl a n  f or T his  Pl a n et

| .. ・ O n e n ess  of  G o d

I ... W ort h  of  E a c h  P ers o n
... S al v ati o n  T hr o u g h  C hrist

I ... T h e  E m pt y  T o m b

| ... W ori d's O nl y  H o p e
• ... C hrisfs C o mi n g  Ki n g d o m
I . .・ All  Si x  C o m pl et e  Pr o gr a ms



T hi n g

 

F or  m or e  i nf or m ati o n c all: 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

St at e    

A T L A N T A  
BI B L E  

C O L L E G E

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  

Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

Bi bl e  C o H  
or ati o n  c\  

of  t h e 
ut er est e d  
m m os p h e  
K oll e g c\ i oi c e ^ 

仇 y  4  
I nstr]

.i q ut 
i bi d

Pl e as e  c h e c k  
t h e m aili n g  

l a b el t o t h e l eft 
f or y o ur  R H  e x 

pir ati o n  d at e  
a n d  r e n e w 

pr o m ptl y  t o 
k e e p  
T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d  

c o mi n g  t o y o ur  
h o m e  

bi m o nt hl y.

Cit y ------------------------------------------ St at e -----------  Zi p -------------

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

口  M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct, pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 l a m m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2 
p a y m e nt

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1 yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr,  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.
[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds]. T h a n k  y o u.

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e l o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  

s u bs cri pti o n.  If l h e n u m b eris  9 3  . OJt e x pir es  wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
a  J u n e,  j ul y, e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.
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P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L, V ol u m e  3 5,  N u m b er  5  
J ul y - A u g ust  1 9 9 3

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e

M ar a n at h a  ‘9 3





1 9 9 3  Gr a d u at e s

D a vi d  Kr o g h,  Pr esi d e nt

S et h  R ossC hrist y  R ossL e e  M c Mi n n

J as o n T ur n er

3

/

D a ni el  S m e a d

O ur  o utst a n di n g  gr a d u at es  ar c  pr e p ar e d  t o t a k e t h eir pl a c e  i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  as  l e a d ers a n d  w or k ers.
L e e  M c Mi n n  is pl a n ni n g  t o a c c e pt  a  p ast or at e  t his f all.
Clirist y  R oss  a n d  h er  h us b a n d  ar e  m o vi n g  t o O m a h a,  N e br as k a  t o p urs u e  M ast er's  D e gr e e  pr o gr a ms.
S ctli  R oss  is c o nti n ui n g  his  e d u c ati o n  i n Atl a nt a  t o r e c ei v e a  s e c o n d B a c h el or's  D e gr e e.
D a ni el  S m e a d  h as  b e e n  e m pl o y e d  b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  t o b e  t h e t e c h ni c al s u p er vis or of  t h e P u blis hi n g  

D e p art m e nt.
J as o n  T ur n er  is i nt er est e d i n s er vi n g as  a  p ast or  t his f all. H e  is e x pl ori n g  山 e  p ossi bilit y  of  st arti n g a  n e w  c h ur c h  i n t h e B el oit,  

Wis c o nsi n  ar e a.
A ar o n  W ells  will  c o nti n u e  as  a n  e m pl o y e e  of  tli c C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  i n c h ar g e  of  c o m p ut er  o p er ati o ns.
W e  ar c  gr at ef ul  f or t h e d e di c ati o n  of  e a c h  of  t h es e i n di vi d u als. T h e y  ar e  a  cr e dit  l o L h e  L or d,  t o t h e ms el v es, t o Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  

C oll e g e,  a n d  t o di e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  as  a  w h ol e.  As  f a c ult y a n d  st aff  w e  ar e  pl e as e d  wit h  tli eir s pirit u al d e v el o p m e nt,  t h eir a c a d e mi c  
p erf o n n a n c e,  t h eir pr es e nt  i n v ol v e m e nt i n mi nistr y,  ili cir pl a ns  f or f ut ur e mi nistr y,  tli eir l o v e f or l h e L or d,  a n d  t h eir l o v e f or G o d's  
tr ut h.

W e  pr a y  G o d's  ri c h est bl essi n gs  u p o n  t h e m i n t h eir f ut ur e mi nistr y.

T h e  f a c ult y a n d  st aff  of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  ar e  e xtr e m el y  pl e as e d  t o pr es e nt  t h e 1 9 9 3  gr a d u at es  of  A B C.  O n  l h e e v e ni n g  of  
.J u n e 1 1,  Or c g o n/ Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  o bs er v e d  il 5 5 0t h  c o m m c n c e m e nl.

R E
A ar o n  W ells



First- y e ar  st u d e nts i n cl u d e (fr o nt r o w I t o r): Clirist o p h cr  S ci d crs,  Gr e g  L a n dr y,  Aji d y  Cis n er os,  M eli n d a  N els o n,

4

M ar k  Ts c h a e n n,  Br a df or d  G as p ar,  D al e  H arsl u n a n;  ( b a c k r o w): A m y  B err y,  Br e nt  Si m o n,  J o h n N els o n,  J eff  
Zi m b e h n a n,  Br e nt  B e n gts o n,  a n d  M ar k  L o u d cr b a c k.  N ot  pi ct ur e d:  C ar ol  B o n c k,  R o y  B o n e k,  J as o n Br o w n,  J eff 
Gr a h a m,  D a vi d  H ol m es,  P hil  Os b or n,  Vi c ki  R a b e n b er g,  J os h u a W ar d,  a n d  Mi c h ell e  Y a g er.

R et ur ni n g  st u d e nts i n cl u d e (fr o nt r o w 1 l o r): C ar ol y n  S w art z,  C hrist y  R oss,  J uli e V a n c e;  ( b a c k r o w): St e v e  
Zi m b e h n a n,  L o n ni e  B e n n ett,  S et h  R oss,  a n d D a n  K e n n e d y.  N ot  pi ct ur e d:  J as o n C o o p er,  A ar o n  W ells,  L e e  
M c Mi n n, Ti m  Dris killj as o n  T ur n er,  D a ni el  Si n e a d,  M ar k  C ai n,  J er e m y  S mit h,  S us a n  S a v a g e,  L o n ni e  Cr ai g,  R y a n  
S mit h,  a n d  S h a w n  Y a g er.



S T A F F

D a vi d  Kr o g h K e nt  R oss

J o e M arti nA nt h o n y  B u z z ar d D al e  R a ms e y

5.

5

O ur  C o ntr oll ers:  
Ol d  a n d  N e w  

H arr y  M c Mi n n  
a n d  

T erri  Ts c h a e n n



C h or al e  ' 9 3 T o urs
N ort h  C ar oli n a;  a n d  B et h el  C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n S o ut h  C ar oli n a.

n oir.  N ort h  C ar oli n a;  S e c o n d  H o p e  A d v e nt  C h ur c h,  M o nr o e,

6

2 8  
A pril  2- 4

1 7  
1 8
1 8

T h os e  p arti ci p ati n g  i n t h e C h or al e  ar e  Br e nt  B e n gts o n,  A m y  
B err y,  J as o n Br o w n,  Br a d  G as p ar,  D al e  H arsl u n a n,  M eli n d a  
N els o n,  J o h n N els o n,  C hrist y  R oss,  S e 山  R oss,  C hris  S ci d ers,  
C ar ol y n  S w art z,  J uli e V a n c e,  a n d  Mi c h ell e  Y a g er.

T h e  1 9 9 2- 9 3  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  C h or al e  h as  tr a v el e d 
e xt e nsi v el y  d uri n g  山 e p ast  t w o m o nt hs.  T h e y  l eft Atl a nt a  o n  
M ar c h  1 9  f or tli cir S pri n g  C o n c ert  T o ur  w hi c h  i n cl u d e d pr es e n
t ati o ns al El d or a d o,  Illi n ois; M ors e  Mill,  St.  C h arl es,  a n d  R a y 
m or e,  Miss o uri;  M c Gi nt yt o w n,  M a g a zi n e,  a n d  R o y al,  Ar k a n 
s as;  G at es vill e,  T e x as;  H a m m o n d,  L o uisi a n a;  a n d  b a c k  t o N e w  
Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  i n M orr o w,  G e or gi a.  I n A pril,  t h e y visit e d  
t h e Vir gi ni a  C o nf er e n c e,  C h ur c h  of  R es urr e cti o n  H o p e  i n L c-

... M c Gi nt yt o w n C h ur c h,  M c Gi nt yt o w n,  A R  
Cl ar k  C h a p el  C h ur c h,  M a g a zi n e,  A R  

F or est  Hill  C h ur c h,  R o y al.  A R  
... G at es vill e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  G at cs vijl c.  T X

A B C  C H O R A L E  S C H E D U L E
M ar c h  1 9 R estit uti o n  C h ur c h.  El d or a d o,  I L 

2 0. . M ors e Mill  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  M ors e  Mill,  M O  

2 1  .. St. C h arl es  C oi n m.  C h ur c h.  St.  C h arl es,  M O  
2 1 R a y m or e  Bi bl e  C h ur c h.  R a y m or e,  M O  
2 2  

2 3  
2 4

2 5  
2 6  H 叩 p y  W o o ds  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  H a m m o n d.  L A

.. N e w Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h,  M orr o w.  G A  
....................................Vir gi ni a  C o nf er e n c e
C h ur c h  of  R es urr e cti o n  H o p e,  L e n oir,  N C  

S e c o n d  H o p e  A d v e nt,  M o nr o e,  N C  
B et h el  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  B cl h cl,  S C

Hi g h  at o p  M o u nt  M a g a zi n e,  t h e c h or al e  pr e p ar es  t o t a k e off  f or a n ot h er  
bl ess e d  d esti n ati o n  al o n g  t h e al m ost  3, 0 0 0  mil e  tr e k.

D al e  R a ms e y  h as  dir e ct e d  t h e C h or al e  si n c e its i n c e pti o n i n 
1 9 7 0.
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St e v e  F c w cll  t e a c hi n g a  P a st or al  C o u n s eli n g  Cl a s s  at  t h e r e c e nt 

Mi ni st er' s  C o nf er e n c e.

J U L Y,  A U G U S T,  1 9 9 3

J u d y  M y ers  will  c o nti n u e  as  Missi o n  C o or di n at or  d uri n g  t h e 
c o miii g  y e ar.  G a yl e  G ut hri e  will  c o nti n u e  as  C hristi a n  E d u c a 
ti o n C o or di n at or  a n d  P ast or  Ji m  Gr a h a m  will  c o nti n u e  as  Y o ut h  
C o or di n at or.

C h ur c h  B uil d er s  A p p e al
Cl wr c h  B uil d ers  A p p e al  # 7 0  h as  b e e n  iss u e d f or t h e J a y 

Str e et  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  K o k o m o,  I n di a n a. T his  c h ur c h  w hi c h  
w as  first or g a ni z e d  i n 1 9 2 7  h as  e x p eri e n c e d  c o nsist e nt  gr o wt h  
d uri n g  t h e p ast  fi v e y e ars.  T h e  c h ur c h  h as  p ur c h as e d  a  si x- a cr e  
tr a ct of  l a n d i n t h e s o ut h w est s e cti o n of  K o k o m o  f or $ 3 6, 0 0 0.  
L a n d  i n t h e ar e a  iss elli n gf or $ 2 5, 0 0 0  - $ 4 5, 0 0 0  p er  a cr e.  A  l ar g e 
s u b di visi o n is b ei n g  b uilt  a cr oss  Hi e  str e et fr o m t h e pr o p ert y.

T h os e  w h o  w o ul d  li k e t o assist  wit h  t his C h ur c h  B uil d ers  
A p p e al  s h o ul d s e n d c h e c ks t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  
C oiif cr e n c e  d esi g n at e d  f or C h ur c h  B uil d ers  A p p e al  # 7 0.

W e  w o ul d  als o  i n vit e o ur  r e a d ers t o b e c o m e  m e m b ers  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  B uil d ers  L e a g u e.  M e m b ers  ar e  as k e d  t o c o ntri b ut e  S 2 5  
or  m or e  t o e a c h  a p p e al.  T h er e  ar e  t w o a p p e als  e a c h  y e ar.  At  t h e 
pr es e nt  ti m e di e  r e ar e  n e arl y  8 5 0  C h ur c h  of  G o d  m e m b ers  w h o  
b el o n g  t o t h e L e a g u e.

Tri p  t o P er u
A n Ui o n y  B u z z ar d  a n d  Willi a m  W a c ht el  visit e d  Li m a,  P er u  

J u n e 4- 1 0  t o m e et  wit h  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n  t h er e a n d  t o dis c uss  t h e 
w or k  witli  M  ari o Ol c es e  a n d  B e d er  U c a n a y.  A  r e p ort of  t h eir tri p 
will  b e  pr o vi d e d  i n t h e n e xt  J o ur n al.

R u s si a n  O utr e a c h
Tr a c y  S a v a g e  a n d  Ol y a  Efi n a  h a v e  b e e n  visiti n g  m a n y  of  o ur  

c h ur c h es  t o r e p ort o n  o utr e a c h  a cti viti es  i n R ussi a.  T h e y  will  b e  
r el u mi n g t o St.  P et ers b ur g  f oll o wi n g t h e s u m m er G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e.  Tr a c y  w as  c o m missi o n e d  b y  t h e Pi n e  Gr o v e  Bi bl e  
C h ur c h  a n d t h e Mi n n es ot a  St at e  C o nf er e n c e.  W e  a p pr e ci at e  
tli eir i nl cr est i n missi o ns  a n d t h eir fi n a n ci al s u p p ort of  t his 
pr oj e ct.  W e  als o  a p pr e ci at e  di e  ot h er  c h ur c h es  a n d  gr o u ps  w h o  
h a v e  pr o vi d e d  m o n e y  f or tr a nsl ati o n a n d  pri nti n g  of  tr a cts a n d  
b o o kl ets.

N e w  C h ur c h e s  B ei n g  Pl a n n e d
F a mil y  Bi bl e  F ell o ws hi p  i n R o c kf or d,  Illi n ois is c o nsi d eri n g  

t h e pl a nti n g  of  a  n e w  c h ur c h  i n t h e B el oit,  Wis c o nsi n  ar e a.  N e w  
Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  i n M orr o w,  G e or gi a  is dis c ussi n g  t h e 
st arti n g  of  a n ot h er c h ur c h  i n t h e Atl a nt a  ar e a.  W e  ar e  gr at ef ul  f or 
t h es e n e w  c h ur c h es t h at h a v e  b e e n  st art e d wit h  a visi o n  of  
pl a nti n g  d a u g ht er  c h ur c h es.  W e  e n c o ur a g e  l o c al c h ur c h es  a n d  
st at e c oiil er e n c es  t o dis c uss  c h ur c h  pl a nti n g  o p p ort u niti es  i n 
t h eir ar e a.

Fi n a n ci al  U p d at e
T h e  C oll e g e/ C o nf er e n c e  fis c al y e ar  e n d e d  o n  M a y  3 1.  C o n-

(Pl e as e  t ur n p a g e  1 1)

A n n u al  M ar a n at h a  I s s u e
T h e  J ul y/ A u g ust  Pr o gr ess  J o ur n al is a n n u all y  d esi g n at e d  as  

t h e M ar a n at h a  iss u e t o t ell t h e st or y of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  
W e  r ej oi c e i n t h e si z a bl e e nr oll m e nt i n cr e as e f or t his s c h o ol 
y e ar.  W e  als o  r ej oi c e i n t h e m aj or  a c c o m plis h m e nts  w hi c h  ar e  
r efl e ct e d o n  t h e att a c h e d  p a g es.

Mi ni st er s'/ T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er a!  C o nf er e n c e  

w as  pl e as e d  t o h ost  t h e A n n u al  Mi nist ers'  C o nf er e n c e  f oll o w e d 
b y  o ur  T hir d  A n n u al  T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e.  It w as  a  pl e as ur e  
t o h a v e  s o m a n y  p ast ors  p arti ci p at e  i n b ot h  c o nf er e n c es.  W e  
a p pr e ci at e  t h e c h ur c h es  t h at pr o vi d e d  fi n a n ci al s u p p ort  f or tli eir 
p ast or  t o att e n d. ( S e e Att a c h e d  arti cl e f or a m or e  c o m pl et e  
r e p ort of  t h e T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e).

C oll e g e/ C o nf er e n c e  St aff
T erri  Ts c h a e n n  h as  b e e n  a p p oi nt e d C o ntr oll er  of  Atl a nt a  

Bi bl e  C oll e g c/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  S h e  r e
pl a c es  H arr y  M c Mi n n.  S h e  h as  b e e n  b o o k k e e p er  a n d  assist a nt  
t o t h e c o ntr oll er  d uri n g  t h e p ast  y e ar.  S h e  is t h e wif e  of  M ar k  
Ts c h a e n n  w h o  is a  st u d e nt at  t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e,

J uli e  Is h a m h as  b e e n  e m pl o y e d  t o r e pl a c e T erri  Ts c h a e n n  as  
^ B o o k k e e p er  a n d  assist a nt  t o t h e c o ntr oll er.  S h e  a n d  h er  h us b a n d  
Cl a yt o n  h a v e  m o v e d  l o Atl a nt a  w h er e  Cl a yt o n  will  b e  e nr oll e d  
at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  t his f all. W e  ar e  h a p p y  t o w cl c oi n eJ uli c 
t o o ur  st aff.

H ollis  P artl o w e,  I nt eri m E dit or  of  t h e R estit uti o n  H er al d,  h as  
c h os e n  n ot  l o a c c e pt  r c a p p oi nli n e ni l o t his p ositi o n  f or a n otli er  
y e ar.  A  s u c c ess or is b ei n g  s o u g hl.

W e  ar c  di a n kf ul  t o D e n nis  a n d  M ar y  C h c at w o o d  f or m a n a g 
i n g di e  a p art m e nt  b uil di n g  i n Or e g o n  d uri n g  di e  p ast  t w o y e ars.  
T his  b uil di n g  w as  s ol d o n  A pril  1 2.
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Pr o p o s e d  C o n stit uti o n al  
A m e n d m e nt s

P r e - Co n f e r e n c e  E v e n t s

T h e  Ti m b erl a n d  Bi bl e  C h ur c h,  S o ut h  B e n d,  I n di a n a 
is i n viti n g a n y o n e  t o c o m e  t o t h eir c h ur c h  o n  J ul y 2 5  
j ust pri or  t o di e st art of  t h e S u m m er  C o nf er e n c e.  
S er vi c es  will  b e  h el d S u n d a y  m or ni n g  wit h  g u est  
s p e a k er P ast or  Sl c p h c n  B ol h o us,  m e m b er  of  t h e G e n 
er al C o nf er e n c e  B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors,  f oll o w e d b y  a  
pi c ni c  di n n er.  If y o u  ar e  a bl e  t o att e n d,  pl e as e  c all  t h e 
c h ur c h  offi c e  2 1 9- 2 7 7- 8 5 7 7.  S o ut h  B e n d  is a b o ut  1 2 5  
mil es  n ort h e ast  of  L af a y ett e.

T h e  H e dri c k  C h ur c h  is h a vi n g  s p e ci al s er vi c es o n  
J ul y 2 5.  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  is at  9: 4 5  a n d  W ors hi p  is at  
1 1 : 0 0. A  m e al  will  b e  f ur nis h e d at  n o o n.  At  5: 0 0  P. M.  
t h er e will  b e a c o o k o ut a n d a pr o gr a m.  A  li mit e d 
a m o u nt  of  o v er ni g ht  a c c orr u n o d ati o ns  is a v ail a bl e  S at 
ur d a y  ni g ht.  Pl e as e  c all  3 1 7- 7 6 2- 6 3 9 5  f or r es er v ati o ns. 
H e dri c k  is a b o ut  3 5  mil es  w est  of  L af a y ett e.

R e g ul ar  S u n d a y  s er vi c es will  b e  h el d  at  N e w  H o p e  
C o m m u nit y  C h ur c h  i n L af a y ett e.  C all  3 1 7- 4 7 4- 6 7 6 3  
f or dir e cti o ns  t o t h e c h ur c h.

C o n f e r e n c e  P r o g r a m  C h a n g e s

T u es d a y  ni g ht  at 8: 3 0  t h e w ors hi p  a n d  pr ais e  ti m e 
will  c o nsist of  a c o n c ert b y  J o h n Ri c h ert.  H e  is a  
m e m b er  of  t h e Ti m b erl a n d  C h ur c h.

G a yl e  G ut hri e's  w or ks h o p  o n  C o nt e m p or ar y  Iss u es 
i n C hristi a n  E d u c ati o n  will  b e  m o v e d  fr o m W e d n es d a y  
1: 1 5  P. M.  t o T h urs d a y  at  1: 1 5  P. M.  A n  a d diti o n al  mi ni  
c o urs e h as b e e n a d d e d W e d n es d a y  at 1 1 : 0 0 A. M.  
p arti c ul arl y  f or p ast ors.  T h e  titl e is ' T h e P urs uit  of  
E x c ell e n c e "  b y  D o n n a  D e a n e. T hr e e  c o nti n ui n g  e d u c a 
ti o n u nits  will  b e  gr a nt e d  t o p ast ors  f or t a ki n g lliis 
c o urs e. T his  mi ni  c o urs e  will  b e  t h e c o m pli m e nt of  
mi ni  c o urs e  # 2  off er e d  o n  W e d n es d a y  at  9: 4 5  A. M.  
T his  s e mi n ar will  d e al  will  e x c ell e n c e  a n d  p ast or  pr o 
f essi o n alis m fr o m tli e vi e w p oi nt  of  a  l a y p ers o n  w h o  is 
als o i n v ol v e d i n a pr of essi o n.  T his  s essi o n will  b e  a  
li m e of  e n c o ur a g e m e nt.

A d u l t  Q ui z  T e a m

F or  m or e  t h a n 2 0  y e ars  C h ur c h  of  G o d  y o u n g  p e o pl e  
h a v e  p arti ci p at e d  i n t h e N ati o n al  Bi bl e  Q ui z  pr o gr a m.  
M a n y  w er e  ri c hl y bl ess e d  b y  t his st u d y a n d  m e m ori z a 
ti o n of  S cri pt ur e.  T his  y e ar,  a d ults  h a v e  b e e n  i n vit e d t o 
f o n n lli cir o w n  q ui z  pr o gr a m  b as e d  o n  t h e s a m e  m at e 
ri al b ei n g  st u di e d b y  t h e y o ut h.  Q ui z  c o m p etiti o n  will  
t a k e pl a c e  o n  T u es d a y  a n d  W e d n es d a y  aft er n o o ns at  
3: 4 5  P. M.

A  c o u pl e of  c h ur c h es h a v e  alr e a d y f or m e d q ui z  
t e a ms f or t his s urr u n er's  c o m p etiti o n.  T h e  m at eri al  t h at 
will  b e  us e d  f or c o m p etiti o n  is H e br e ws  1 0: 1 9- 1 3: 2 5,

R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1
At  tl) c S u m m er  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  P ast or  Fr a n cis  B u m cti  
m o v e d  a n d  P ast or  D arr ell  C ar d w ell  s e c o n d e d a  m oti o n  l o r ei n
st at e p art  of  Arti cl e  2,  S e cti o n  I, w hi c h  w o ul d  r e a d as  f oll o ws: 
" Atl a nt a Bi bl e  C oll e g e  w hi c h  w as  est a blis h e d  b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  A u g ust  8, 1 9 3 9,  as  Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C ol 
l e g e, e xists  t o e d u c at e  m e n  a n d  w oi n c n  f or C hristi a n  mi nistri es  
o n  t h e c oll e gi at e  l e v el tlir o u g h Bi bli c al  a n d  T h e ol o gi c al  st u di es, 
g e n er al  e d u c ati o n i n di e  arts a n d s ci e n c es, a n d pr of essi o n al  
st u di es i n p ast or al  mi nistr y  a n d  c h ur c h  v o c ati o n al  ar e as  d e e m e d  
d esir a bl e. * *
Tliis  pr o p os al  w as  t a bl e d l o b e  c o nsi d er e d  at  tli e 1 9 9 3  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e.
T h e  B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  w o ul d  li k e l o pr o p os e  t h at t h e d el e g at es  
a d o pt  t his c o nstit uti o n al  a m e n d m e nt,  ai) d  t h at it b e  pl a c e d  i n tli e 
B y- L a ws,  Arti cl e  I. w hi c h  p ert ai ns  l o t h e p ur p os e  of  Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll c g c/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  T h e  B o ar d  
pr o p os es  ti nt t h e a b o v e it e m b e c o m e  S e cti o n  2  a n d t h at Ui c  
pr es e nt  s e cti o n 2  b e  r e n u m b er e d s e cti o n 3.
E x pl a n ati o n:  T his  a m e n d m e nt  a c k n o wl e d g es  t h e or g a ni z ati o n  
of  o ur  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n 1 9 3 9  a n d  sl at es its p ur p os e.

R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 2

T h e  B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  pr o p os es  a n ai n c n d ni e m t o l h e 
C o nstit uti o n,  Arti cl e  2,  S e cti o n  3,  b  t o i ns ert di e  f oll o wi n g p hr as e  
afi cr  Ui e  w or ds  "l h e f oll o wi n g li c e ns e d or  or d ai n e d  nii nist ers ":  
" a u 由 ori z e d  u n d er  Ui e  a us pi c es  of  di e  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  Li 
c e ns e  B o ar d: ".
E x pl a n ati o n:  T his  a m e n d m e nt  w as  s u g g est e d b y  tli e Li c e ns e  
B o ar d.  It cl arifi es w hi c h  li c e ns e d a n d or d ai n e d  p ast ors  ar e  
eli gi bl e t o v ot e  at G e n er al  C oiil cr c n c e  d el e g at e  b usi n ess  s es
si o ns.

R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 3

T h e  B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  pr o p os es  t h e f oll o wi n g a m e n di n c ntt o  l h e 
C o nstit uti o n:  B y- L a ws,  Arti cl e  2,  S e cti o n  7,  n e w  G:  "l o  e m pl o y  
a  pr esi d e nt  w h o  s h all b e  r es p o nsi bl e l o t h e B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  f or 
a d mi nist eri n g  t h e d a y-t o- d a y  b usi n ess  of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e/  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  f or p crs oi ui el,  f or pl a njii n g,  a n d  f or s u c h 
s p e cifi c m att ers  of  b usi n ess  as s h all b e  assi g n e d hi m.  T h e  
pr esi d e nt  s h all  m e et  t h e q u alifi c ati o ns  gi v e n  i n I Tii n otli y  3, Tit us  
1,  a n d  s u c h  ot h er  S cri pt ur es  as  t e a c h l h e q u alifi c ati o ns  of  c h ur c h  
l e a d ers. T h e  pr esi d e nt  m a y  b e  eit h er  m al e  or  f e m al e. " 
T h e  pr es e nt  it e m G  will  b e  c h a n g e d  t o H.
E x pl a n ati o n:  T his  c o nslil uli o n al c h a n g e w as  pr o p os e d b y  
m e m b ers  of  tli e N ort h e ast  C o nf er e n c e.  T h e  C o nstit uti o n  a n d  B y-  
L a ws  c urr e ntl y  d o  n ot  m a k e  a n y  pr o visi o n  f or a n  a d mi nistr at or  
of  l h e C oll e g e/ C o nf er e n c e  ot h er  t h a n st ati n g  h e  h as  v oti n g  pri vi 
l e g es. T his  a m e n d m e nt  pr o vi d es  f or tli e p ositi o n,  tli e titl e, t h e 
q u alifi c ati o ns,  t h e d uti es,  a n d  t h e a c c o u nt a bilit y  of  t h e a d mi nis 
tr at or.



Gi v e  a n d
Y e  S h all  R e c ei v e

P ast ors  a n d  st u d e nts  at  1 9 9 3  Mi nist ers  C o nf er e n c e.

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 3

T h e  l a ws of  t h e U nit e d  Sl at es  G o v er n m e nt  h a v e  b e e n  
writt e n  t o e n c o ur a g e  c h arit a bl e gi vi n g.  It is p ossi bl e  t o 
d e d u ct  u p  t o h alf  of  o n e's  i n c o m e t h at h as  b e e n  gi v e n  t o a  
c h arit y,  as  a n  it e mi z e d d e d u cti o n  o n  f or m 1 0 4 0  S c h e d ul e  
A.  T h o u g h  m ost  b eli e v ers  ar e  c o m mitt e d  t o gi vi n g  t o di e  
L or d's  w or k  r e g ar dl ess of  t h e t a x c o ns e q u e n c es,  t a x l a ws 
p e n nit  e v e n  m or e  si z a bl e gifts  t o b e  gi v e n  t o di e  L or d's  
w or k  t h a n mi g ht  b e  i m a gi n e d.

O n e  m e a ns  of  gi vi n g  is t hr o u g h w h at  is offi ci all y  c all e d  
a  c h arit a bl e  r e m ai n d er tr ust.

W h at  h as  h a p p e n e d  is t h at di e  d o n or  w h o  w as  r e c ei vi n g 
- 0- i n c o m e fr o m t h e r e al est at e  a n d  w o ul d  h a v e  a p ot e n 
ti all y l ar g e l a x li a bilit y if t h e pr o p ert y  w er e  s ol d, is a bl e  t o 
r e c ei v e $ 4 0, 0 0 0  p er  y e ar  of  i nt er est i n c o m e.

T h er ef or e,  i n t his ill ustr ati o n t h e d o n or  b e n efits,  a n d  t h e 
L or d's  w or k  b e n cfits. T h e  l o os ers w o ul d  a p p e ar  t o b e  di e  
h eirs  of  t h e d o n or.  H o w e v er,  di al  c a n  b e  e asil y  r e m e di e d. 
T h e  d o n or  c a n  t a k e a  s m all  p orti o n  of  di e  $ 4 0, 0 0 0  of  a n n u al  
i n c o m e a n d  p ur c h as e  a  lif e i ns ur a n c e p oli c y  di al  will  p a y  
Ui e  h eir  a  c o m p ar a bl e  a m o u nt  w h e n  t h e d o n or  di es.

Si n c e  e a c h  p ers o n's  fi n a n ci al sit u ati o n is diff er e nt,  it is 
b est  t o c o ns ult  y o ur  o w n  fi n a n ci al pl a n n er  or  if y o u  w o ul d  
li k e t o b e  p ut  i n t o u c h wit h  a  C h ur c h  of  G o d  m e m b er  w h o  
c o ul d  gi v e  y o u  c o u ns el,  pl e as e  c o nt a ct D a vi d  Kr o g h  at  
B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0  or  c all 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7-  
4 2 6 1.

T h e  c h arit a bl e  r e m ai n d er tr ust is ess e nti all y  a  w a y  l o 
s ell l o w i n c o m e ass ets  t h at h a v e  i n cr e as e d i n v al u e,  a n d  
r ei n v est t h e c as h  i n i n c o m e pr o d u ci n g  i n v est m e nts wi di-  
o ut  p a yi n g  a n y  c a pit al  g ai ns  t a x o n  di e  s al e.

F or  e x a m pl e,  s u p p os e  s o m e o n e  h as  a  pi e c e  of  r e al est at e  
di al  pr o d u c es  n o  i n c o m e b ut  h as  i n cr e as e d i n v al u e  fr o m 
$ 1 0 0, 0 0 0  t o $ 5 0 0, 0 0 0  si n c e it w as  p ur c h as e d.  T h e  o w n er  
c a n  gi v e  it t o a  c h arit a bl e  tr ust. T h e  tr ust, s ells t h e pr o p erl y  
t a x fr e e a n d  (li e n b u ys  a  p ortf oli o  of  i n v est m e nts di al  e ar ns  
a n  a v er a g e  8 %  p er  y e ar,  or  $ 4 0, 0 0 0.  T his  i n c o m e is gi v e n  
i o tli c d o n or  a n d  his  s p o us e  as  l o n g as  t h e y li v e. At  di e  d e at h  
of  di e  d o n or  ( a n d s p o us e) t h e c h arit y  b e c o m es  di e  s ol e 
o w n er  of  Lli c  $ 5 0 0, 0 0 0  of  i n v est m e nts.

P ast ors  w er e  a bl e  t o s e c ur e  c o nti n ui n g  e d u c ati o n  cr e dit  att e n di n g  St e v e  
F c w clfs  c o u ns eli n g  cl ass  at  Mi nist ers  C o nf er e n c e.



T hir d  A n n u al  T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e  r

C h arl es  H u nti n g  a d dr essi n g  t h os e i n att e n d a n c e  at  t h e T h e ol o gi c al
C o nf er e n c e.

G e or g e  W esl e y  B u c h a n a n,  All o n  M a x w ell,  J a y  K u nts m a n,  Wiili ai n

1 0 P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L

A  p a n el  dis c ussi o n  at  t h e r e c e nt T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e.  L eft  t o ri g ht: 
G e or g e  W esl e y  B u c h a n a n,  All o n  M a x w ell,  J a y  K u nts m a n,  Wiili ai n  
W a c ht el,  a n d  G e off  D a vi es.

t o o ur  " u n or 山 o d o x "  vi e ws  t h a n e v a n g eli c al  " Bi bl e b eli e vi n g "  
c o ns er v ati v es.  T his  e x p os ur e  t o li b er alis m w as  mi n d  e x p a n di n g  
t o o ur  st u d e nts, w h o  oft e n  ass u m e  t h at all w h o  st u d y t h e Bi bl e  
a c c e pt  it as  a  di vi n e  r e v el ati o n.

Als o  visiti n g  us  w as  Pr of ess or  M ari aii  Hill ar  of T e x as  S o ul h-  
e ni U ni v ersit y.  H er e  o ur  c o n n e cti o n is e v e n m or e  u n us u al.  
M ari a n  Hill ar  c alls  hi ms elf  a n  at h eist  a n d  f o n n er C at h oli c  a n d  
B u d d hist.  W h at  p ossi bl e  r e as o n c o ul d  bri n g  hi m  i o o ur  c o nf er 
e n c e ?  Si m pl y  t h at h e  is P olis h  a n d  as  a  hist ori a n  a n d  p hil os o p h er  
is attr a ct e d  t o t h e P olis h  S o ci ni a n  br et hr e n  of  t h e 1 6 0 0's,  w h o  
pr o d u c e d  a r e m ar k a bl e d o c u m e nt  c all e d t h e R a c o vi aii  C at e 
c his m.  T his  b o o k  r e pr es e nts al m ost  e x a ctl y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
u n d erst a n di n g  of  J es us as M essi a h,  n ot  G o d.  Pr of ess or  Hill ar  
pl a ns  t o writ e  a  b o o k  o n  t h e P olis h  br ellir e n  as  a n  e x pr essi o n  of  
his  a d mir ati o n  of  t h es e Clirisli a ns  w h o  w er e  s o m u c h  g e ntl er  
t h a n di eir  ri v als i n t h e R o m a n  C at h oli c  C h ur c h.  M ari a n  c o nsi d 
ers  di al  tli eir g o o d  e x a m pl e  d es er v es  att e nti o n.  W h e n  h e  dis c o v 
er e d  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  (llir o u g h r e a di n g o ur  J o ur n al  fr o m 
t h e R a di c al  R ef or m ati o n),  h e  c a m e  t o s e e f or hi ms elf  a n  i nstit u
ti o n w hi c h  (i n his  w or ds)  * *siill t a u g ht t h os e m a g nifi c e nt  d o c-  
tri n es, " i. e., di al  G o d  is o n e  a n d  n ot  t hr e e. W e  c a n  o nl y  h o p e  t h at 
t h e pr of ess or  w as  pl e as e d  wi Ui  w h at  h e  s a w h er e.  H e  a d dr ess e d  
us  bri cll y  o n  his  f ortli c o mi n g writi n g  pr oj e ct.  It is i nt er esti n g t o 
n ot e  t h at di e  R a c o vi a n  C at e c his m  is c urr e ntl y  b ei n g  r e pri nt e d b y  
Cliristi a n  E d u c ati o n al  S er vi c es.

W e  w er e  d eli g ht e d  t o w el c o m e  J a y K u nts m a n  t o o ur  c o nl' er-  
e n c c.  H e  h a d  a b o ut  a  y e ar  e arli er  e n c o u nt er e d  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
lit er at ur e b y  b ei n g  l e nt a  b o o kl et  o n  J es us  w hi c h  a  fri e n d h a d  l eft 
l yi n g i n a  pil e  of  u nr e a d  b o o ks  f or s e v er al y e ars.  T h e  m ess a g e

M u c h  pr e p ar ati o n  a n d pr a y er  pr e c e d e d  o ur  T hir d  A n n u al  
T h e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e,  h el d  al  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  A pril  3 0  
- M a y 2.  S o m e  t w e nt y of  o ur  p ast ors  st a y e d  o n  f or t h e c o nf er e n c e  
a n d  t h e m or e  tli a n 1 0 0  w h o  att e n d e d  s essi o ns  i n cl u d e d a  n u m b er  
of  s p e ci al visit ors  a n d  s p e a k ers.

I h a d  c o m e  a cr oss A n c h or  Bi bl e  C o n v n e nt ar y o n  H e br e ws  
s o m e t hr e e y e ars  a g o.  T h e  a ut h or  of  di al  v ol u m e  is Pr of ess or  G.  
W.  B u c h a n a n,  a r etir e d t h e ol o gi a n of  W esl e y  T h e ol o gi c al  
S ci nii) ar }\ W as hi n gt oi),  D. C.  I h a d  b e e n  a m a z e d  t o r e a d i n his  
c oi n m c nls  o n  H e br e ws  1 1 di al  A br ali ai n  w as  e x p e cti n g,  al o n g  
wit h  all  N c w T csl ai n c m  C hristi a ns,  t o i n h erit di e  l a n d of  P al es 
ti n e, i. c., t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  n ot  “ g o  t o h e a v e n, "  at d e at h.  
B u c h a n a n  di al o g u es  witli  a  n u m b er  of  k e y  e x p osit ors  ( M off at, 
a n d  D elit zs c h,  et c.)  a n d  pr ot ests  t h at ̂ h e a v e n "  is n e v er  t h e g o al  
of  Bi bli c al  C hristi a ns.  A  l ett er t o G e or g e  B u c h aii a n  e x pr essi n g  
m y  d eli g ht  al his  pl ai n  t al k a b o ut  w h at  S cri pt ur e  t e a c h es pr o 
d u c e d  a fri e n dl y r e pl y a n d r e v e al e d di al  G e or g e  h a d  s p e nt a  
lif eti m e r es e ar c hi n g t h e iss u e of  di e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  als o  
t h e m att er  of  J es us b ei n g  l h e a g e nt  of  G o d  a n d  n ot  G o d  i n t h e 
Tri nit ari a n  s e ns e.  G e or g e  h as  l o n g s e e n t h at if y o u  r e a d t h e Bi bl e  
i n its H e br e w  c o nt e xt,  J es us is n ot  pr es e nt e d  as  G o d  b ut  as  His  
l e g al a g e nt, t h e M essi a h.  I ntri g u e d t o fi n d a disti n g uis h e d  
s c h ol ar c oilfi n ni n g  el e m e nts  of  o ur  A br a h a mi c  F ait h,  o ur  c oi n 
mil  t e e d e ci d e d  t o i n vit e G e or g e  B u c h a n a n  a n d  his  wif e  H arl c n c  
l o a d dr ess  us  at  A B C.  T his  h e  w as  d eli g ht e d  t o d o.  H e  s p o k e t o 
us  a b o ut  t h e g os p el  h o p e  f or t h e l a n d of  Isr a el. Il s h o ul d b e  a d d e d  
di al  s c h ol ars of  t h e li b er al s c h o ol, li k e G e or g e,  d o  n ot  s h ar e  o ur  
c ert ai nt y  a b o ut  t h e r es urr e cti o n, b ut  ar c  oft e n  m or e  s y m p at h cii c



All o n  M a x w ell  fr o m A ustr ali a  s p o k e  o n  < < T hi n gs  W hi c h  U nit e  Us. "

o

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 3 1 1

G o al  f or y e ar:  
$ 4 4 7, 5 5 0

C oll e g e/ C o nf er e n c e  U p d at e
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  7)

1 9 9 2- 1 9 9 3  
C u m ul ati v e  

B u d g et  N e e ds

-A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

T a p es  a n d vi d e o  r e c or di n gs of  di e  c o nf er e n c e  ar e  o bt ai n a bl e  
fr o m Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

G e or g e  W esl e y  B u c h a n a n,  a ut h or  of  t h e A n c h or  Bi bl e  C o m m e nt ar y  o n  
H e br e ws  s p o k e  o n  u T h c  G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  t h e L a n d. ”

lis h e d i n t h e E v a n g eli c al  Q u art erl y  n e xt  y e ar.  T h er e  w as  als o  a  
dis c ussi o n  o n  t h e '' Gift of  T o n g u es "  i n w hi c h  v ari o us  diff er e nt  
o pi ni o ns  w er e  r e pr es e nt e d.

C o nf er e n c es  li k e t his h el p  t o e xt e n d t h e i nfl u e n c e of  l h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  i nt o ar e as  w h er e  w e  h a v e  n ot  s o  f ar b e e n  visi bl e.  
W c  w a nt  oili er  st u d e nts  of  t h e Bi bl e  t o k n o w  of  o ur  e xist e n c e  a n d  
o ur  d esir e  l o s e e t h e ori gi n al  l e a c hi n gs of  J es us tri u m p h i n a  
w orl d  w hi c h  s e e ms  c ert ai nl y  t o h a v e  l ost its w a y  b ot h  d o ctri n all y  
a n d  ctlii c all y.  T h at  J es us w as  a  J e w w h os e  t e a c hi n g w as  r o ot e d 
i n H e br e w  S cri pt ur e  is a  si m pl e b ut  str a n g el y o v erl o o k e d  f a ct. 
S u c h  h as  b e e n  t h e p o w er  of  tr a diti o n t o s e p ar at e  J es us fr o m his  
o w n  t e a c hi n gs— a  p ar a d o x  w hi c h  s ur el y  c h all e n g es  us  t o a cti o n.  
" H e w h o  h as  t h e t e a c hi n gs of  J es us m ai nt ai ns  his  h ol d  o n  l h e 
F atli cr  a n d  tli e S o n "  ( 2 J o h n 9).

tri b uti o ns f or l h e y e ar  t ot al e d $ 3 8 6, 6 1 7  i n cl u di n g s o m e  s p e ci al  
b e q u ests.  W e  ar e  d e e pl y  gr at ef ul  t o all  w h o  h a v e  c o ntri b ut e d  t o 
t h e w or k  of  t h e C o nf er e n c e  a n d  C oll e g e  d uri n g  t his fis c al y e ar.

C o ntri b uti o ns  w er e  $ 6 0, 9 3 3  l ess t h a n o ur  G o al  f or Gi vi n g.  
A  p orti o n  of  t h e s h ortf all  w as  m a d e  u p  fr o m i n cr e as e d s al es,  a n d  
m u c h  l ar g er t uiti o n i n c o m e t h a n w as  a nti ci p at e d  t w o y e ars  a g o  
w h e n  t his b u d g et  w as  pr e p ar e d,  $ 1 6, 0 0 0  h as  als o b e e n  b or 
r o w e d fr o m r estri ct e d f u n ds t o c o v er  t his y e ar's  o p er ati o ns.  
T h es e  f u n ds m ust  b e  r e p ai d.

* C o ntri b uti o ns  n e e d e d  f or t h e n e w  fis c al y e ar  t h at b e g a n  J u n e 
1,  1 9 9 3  ar e  $ 4 2 2, 5 5 0.  Li  or d er  t o m e et  t h e g o al  f or gi vi n g  f or

a b o ut  J es us as  M essi a h  m a d e  g o o d  s e ns e  t o hi m  a n d  h e  f o u n d 
( as m a n y  h a v e)  di al  his  p arti ci p ali o n  i n a n  e v a n g eli c al  c h ur c h  
w as  m u c h  l ess e as y,  o n c e  h e  m a d e  k n o w n  his  dis c o v er y  t h at 
J es us is n ot  G o d.

T w o  visit ors  fr o m A ustr ali a c h all e n g c d us  witli  ( h eir v ari o us  
i nsi g hts a n d e m p h as es. B ot h  All o n  M a x w ell  wit h  his  wif e  
D or e e n,  a n d  G e off  D a vi es  pr e a c h e d  m e m or a bl e  s e n n o ns. Al 
l o n, as  a  f or m er C hrisl a d el p hi a n,  h as  c h a n g e d  his  bli n ki n g  o n  
a  n u m b er  ofiss u cs,  a n d  str ess e d  t h e n e e d  f or t a ki n g r a di c all y t o 
Ji c arl t h e '' diffi c ult " l e a c hi n gs of  l h e S er m o n  o n  di e  M o u nt,  
i n cl u di n g di e  c o m m a n d  of  Clirist  t o l o v e o ur  e n e mi es.  G e off  
D a vi es  str ess es a  w a n nt h  of  d e v oti o n  t o Clirist  a n d  h e  e n c o ur 
a g e d  us  b y  t elli n g of  us  of  his  r e c e nt c o n v ersi o n  t o tli c o n e n ess  
of  G o d  a n d  l o C o n diti o n al  I n u n orl alit y.

Olli er  s p e a k ers i n vit e d r efl e cti o n o n  di e  " M ar ks  of  a  Li vi n g  
C h ur c h "  ( C h arl es H u nti n g),  o n  Di v or c e  a n d  R e m arri a g e  ( Bill 
W a c ht el),  a n d  o n  L u k e's  E m p h asis  o n  di e  F ut ur e  R est or ati o n  of  
Isr a el i n A cts  1: 6  ( A ntli o n y B u z z ar d)  a n d  o n  Es c h at ol o g y  a n d  
Etlii cs  ( M ar k M atlis o n).  T h e  p 叩 cr  o n  A cts  1: 6  is i o b e  p u b-

| S 3 8 6, 6 1 7 | 
A ct u al  I n c o m e 
as  of  M a y  3 1

t his n e w  y e ar  c o n 
tri b uti o ns will  n e e d  
t o i n cr e as e b y  
n e arl y S 3 6, 0 0 0  
o v er  l ast y e ar.

W e  e n c o ur a g e  
e a c h C h ur c h  of  
G o d  f a mil y t o i n
cl u d e  tli e C oll e g e/  
C o nf er e n c e  i n ili eir 
gi vi n g f or t h e 
L or d's  w or k.
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R E P O R T  O F  T O D A Y S  
G O O D  N E W S  MI NI S T R Y

O HI O
Cl e v el a n d — B e c k y  J o y n er( 5/ 2/ 9 3)  b y  Ri c k  

P h yllis,  Sr.

O HI O
D a yt o n ~  l ar a Wi n kl c ( 5/ 1 9/ 9 3) b y  R al p h  

C hil ds.

I N DI A N A
B urr  O a k — T a b a di a  V a n d er M ar k  ( 3/ 8/ 9 2) » 

R o b ert  Ll o y d  ( 8/ 1 1/ 9 2), St e v e  D o w n e y  ( 8/ 1 1/ 
9 2),  Ai m c e  J o S c ott- ( 5/ 2/ 9 3), a n d  D a ni ell e  
R e n e e  W e a v er  ( 5/ 2/ 9 3) b y  D o n  N u n c m a k er.

N O R T H  C A R O LI N A
L e n oir — B c a ui c e  H ol d e n  ( 4/ 1 1/ 9 3) a n d  

M el o d y  H ar v e y  ( 5/ 9/ 9 3) b y  J a m es Rit c h.

I L LI N OI S
R o c kf or d — J a m es  R o d el yt o T aii u n y  Ai n es  

( 4/ 1 7/ 9 3) b y  G ar y  T ur n er.

c o u pl e  or  i n di vi d u al w h o  w o ul d  b e  i nt er est e d 
i n c o mi n g t o a r ur al ai * e a t o li v e a n d h ol d  
S u n d a y  s er vi c es f or a  s m all c h ur c h.

W e  h a v e  a  v er y  ni c e  p ars o n a g e  f or y o u  t o 
li v e i n a n d  a  pl a c e  f or y o u  t o g ar d e n  a n d  a  v er y  
ni c e  c h ur c h. T his  w o ul d  h el p  us h er e at  
H ol br o o k  a n d  h el p  y o u  s u p pl e ni c ni  y o ur S o ci al  
S e c urit y.  Pl e as e  s e n d  c orr es p o n d e n c e  i o: C url y  
Mill er,  Rt.  3,  B o x  9,  C a m bri d g e,  N e br as k a  
6 9 0 2 2  or  c all  c oll e ct  ( 3 0 8) 6 9 7- 4 7 9 9  or  M ar y  
L o u  H or n a d a y,  Rt.  2,  B o x  1 7 0,  Ar a p a h o e,  
N e br as k a  6 8 9 2 2  or  c all c oll e ct aft er  7  p. m.  
( 3 0 8) 9 6 2- 5 3 9 3.

A V AI L A B L E  F O R  P A S T O R A T E

A  y e ar  a g o, l h e T o d a y's  G o o d  N e ws  
Mi nistr y  m o v e d  fr o m Bl a n c h ar d.  Mi c hi g a n  t o 
L al' a y eti e,  I n di a n a w h e n  P ast or  St e v e  T a yl or  
m o v e d  t o b e c o m e  i n v ol v e d i n st alli n g a  n e w  
c h ur c h. T h e  p ast  y e ar  h as  b e e n a li m e of  
t hi n ki n g, pl a n ni n g,  a n d  pr a yi n g  r e g ar di n g di e  
f ut ur e of  T G N  a n d its s p e cifi c us e i n t h e 
est a blis h m e nt  of a  n e w  c h ur c h.  G o dl uis  o p e n e d  
s o m e w o n d erf ul  d o ors  of  o p p oil u nil y a n d  
gi v e n  s o m e  s p c ci H c  dir e cti o n  o n  h o w  h e  w a nts  
t o us e  t his mi nistr y.

O n e  of  di e  gr e at  bl essi n gs  is di al  G o d  h as  
pr o vi d e d  a  w or ki n g  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  tli c First  
Ass e m bl y  of  G o d  C h ur c h  i n L af a y ett e.  T his  
c h ur c h  h as  a  $ 1 0 0. 0 0 0  t el e visi o n f a cilit y witli  
a  v er y  pr of essi o n al  st u di o  a n d  a  vi d e o  t o ast er 
( a c o m p ut er pr o gr a m w hi c h  is e xtr e m el y  
v al u a bl e  i n vi d e o  pr o d u cti o n).  T h e  c h ur c h  
all o ws  T G N  tli e f ull us e  of  ili cir f a ciliti es a n d  
h el p  witli  p ers o n n el  i n t a pi n g pr o gr a ms.  Tli er e  
is a n  e x c h a n g e  of  s er vi c es  arr a n g e m e nt  w h er e  
St e v e  T a yl or  assists  t h e m wit h  t h eir pr oj e cts  
i n r et ur n.

I L LI N OI S
Or e g o n — M ari e  J oli ns, a g e 7 5,  m e m b er  

( 5/ 2 7/ 9 3) b y  D arr ell  M a d d o c k  a n d  Mi c h a el  
H off m a n.  M ari e  w as  t h e wif e  of  P asi or  Ar 
n ol d  J oli ns w h o  pr e c e c d e d  h er  i n d e at h.

A n  A d v e ni  Cliristi a n  C h ur c h  i n S h a m 
r o c k, T e x as  is l o o ki n g f or a  p asi or.  T h er e  ar e  
s e v er al a cti v e  f a mili es t h er e a n d  p ot e nti al  f or 
gr o wt h.  Tli e  c o n gr e g ati o n o w ns a c h ur c h  
b uil di n g  a n d  a  ilir c c- b c dr o o m p ars o n a g e.  A n y.  
o n e  i nt er est e d m a y  c o nt a ct  Mrs.  Fl o y d  P o er at  
8 0 6- 2 5 6- 5 1 5 7.

P A S T O R  N E E D E D

W e  at t h e H ol br o o k  C h ur c h  of  G o d  at  
H ol br o o k,  N e br as k a  ar e  l o o ki n g f or a  r etir e d

S er vi n g  o ur  c h ur c h es is di e  mi nistr y  of  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll c g c/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n 
er al  C o nf er e n c e.  Tr a ns p ort ati o n  is a n  i m p or
t a nt i n gr e di e nt i n t h at mi nistr y.

W e  ar e i n n e e d  of  d e p e n d a bl e  a ut o m o 
bil es. If y o u  ar e  c o nsi d eri n g  tr a di n g i n y o ur  
v e hi cl e,  w h y  n ot  gi v e  t h e tr a d e-i n t o l h e C ol-  
l e g c/ C o nf er c n c e f or us e  i n its mi nistri es ?  Y o u  
will  r e c ei v e a  t a x- d c d u ct a bl e r e c ei pt a n d  o ur  
h e art y  tli aii ks. I n a d diti o n,  y o u  will  g ai n  tli e 
s atisf a cti o n of  k n o wi n g  y o u  ar c  h a vi n g  a  vit al  
p a n  i n t h e L or d's  w or k.

Pl e as e  c o nt a ct  tli e Pr esi d e nt  at  1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7-  
4 2 6 1.

I L LI N OI S
R o c kf or d — Ni c h ol as  Pi n n o n  ( 1 1/ 2 9/ 9 2), 

Ti m ot h y  S pi c kl cr  ( 1 2/ 6/ 9 2), a n d  J o h n R o bi 
s o n ( 5/ 2/ 9 3) b y  G ar y  T ur n er.

M a c o m b — J a k e L u c a n  ( 4/ 2 5/ 9 3) a n d  
R o b ert  Fis h er  ( 5/ 2/ 9 3) b y  Ri c h ar d  Al c u m-  
br a c k.

P ast or  B o b  Al c u m br a c k  will  b e  a v ail a bl e  
f or a p ast or at e  o n  N o v e m b er  1, 1 9 9 3.  H e  
s e e ks  a  fl e xi bl e sit u ati o n w h er e  h e  c a n  att e n d  
a l o c al c oll e g e w hil e  p ast ori n g.  H e  c a n b e  
c o nt a ci c d  at  ( 8 1 5) 7 3 2- 2 0 2 7  ( H o m e) or  7 3 2-  
6 8 4 7  ( Offi c e) or 5 1 1 S  9lli  Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0 6 1.

P ast or  T o m  S c h mitt  is a v ail a bl e f or a  
p ast or al e.  H e  c a n  b e  c o nt a ct e d  at  ( 2 1 6) 9 6 3-  
0 6 1 4  or  9 9 7 7  D a n o w  P ar k  Dri v e  # 1 2 5  A,  
T wi ns b ur g,  O H  4 4 0 8 7.

T G N  h as  c o m pl et el y r e vis e d t h eir pr e ^ V  

gr a m  f or m at. D u e  t o t h e a c c ess t o t h e First ' 
Ass e m bl y  vi d e o  t o ast er, pr of essi o n al  gr a p h 
i cs ar e  n o w  i n cl u d e d i n tli e pr o gr a ms.  E a c h  
h alf  h o ur  pr o gr a m  is di vi d e d  i nt o tlir e e s e g 
m e nts:  1)  r efl e cti o ns - a  d e v oti o n al  s e g m e nt 
f e at uri n g o ut d o or  s c e n er y wit h  S cri pt ur al  
o v erl a ys,  s et t o m usi c;  2)  a  cl os er  l o o k - a  t e n 
mi n ut e  i n- d e pt h Bi bl e  St u d y;  3)  vi e w p oi nt  - 
dis c ussi o ns  b et w e e n  t w o or  m or e  i n di vi d u als 
o n  Cli ur cli/ Cliristi a n  li vi n g t o pi cs. I nt ers p ers e d 
b et w e e n  t h es e s e g m e nts ar c  3 0  s e c o n d c o m 
m er ci als.  Tli e y  ar c  us e d  t o a d v ertis e  t h e l o c al 
c h ur c h.  T h es e  pr o gr a ms  c a n b e  c ust o mi z e d  
f or ot h er  c h ur c h es w h o  wis h  t o us e  t h es e 
pr o gr a ms.  E a c h  pr o gr a m  is h ost e d  s o di al  
e a c h  s e g m e nt is i ntr o d u c e d a n d  e x pl ai n e d.

Tlir e e  pr o gr a ms  h a v e  b e e n  c o m pl et e d  a n d  
a  f o urt h o n e  is n e arl y  c o m pl et e d.  T h e  g o al  is 
t o c a bl e c ast tli es e pr o gr a ms  o n  a r ot ati n g 
b asis  a n d  pr o d u c e  a n  a d diti o n al  n e w  pr o gr a m  
o n c e  a  m o nt h  t o a d d  t o di e  r ot ati o n gi vi n g  a  
t ot al of  a b o ut 1 3  pr o gr a ms  witlii n  a y e ar's  
li m e.

Iii L af a y ett e,  it c osts  S 5 5  a  w e e k  t o c a bl e  
c ast a  o n e  h alf  h o ur  pr o gr a ni.  T his  c ost i n
cl u d es  a d v eilisi n g  o n  di e  c h a n n el  a b o ut  f ut ur ^ ^ 
pr o gr a ms  as w ell  as a listi n g i n t h e l o c， p  
t el e visi o n dir e ct or y p u blis h e d b y t h e cit y  
n e ws p a p er.

It a p p e ars  di al  tliis mi nistr y  c a n b e  a  tr e
m e n d o us  b o ost  i n est a blis hi n g  a  pr es e n c e  of  
t h e n e w  c o n gr e g ati o n  i n L af a y cit c.lt  will  als o  
pr o vi d e  a  " pr o vi n g  gr o u n d' *  f or tli e d e v el o p 
m e nt  of  t el e visi o n mi nistr y  t o b e n efit  ot h er  
c o n gr e g ati o ns  tl u o u g h o ut  o ur  c o nf er e n c e.

-St e v e  T a yl or

B A P TI S M S
C A LI F O R NI A

P o m o n a — A n dr e a  J o n es, W e n d y  J o n cs » 
a n d  S c ott  J o n es ( 4/ 1 8/ 9 3) b y  D cl b c n  J o n es.

Lafaycitc.lt


a r e

y o u k n o w  w h o  n e e ds  t o m a k e

1 3

P r a y  f o r t h e p ast o rs  of y o u r st at e  
c o nf e r e n c e.
Pr a y  f or is ol at e d m e m b ers  w h o  ar e n ot  a bl e t o m e et  
r e g ul arl y wit h  ot h er  b eli e v ers.
P r ais e  G o d  f o r y o u r h e rit a g e  of  f ait h.
Pr a y  t h at G o d  mi g ht  s p e a k t hr o u g h y o u t o s o m e o n e  
h urti n g.
P r a y  f o r s o m e o n e
C h rist,  L o r d.
Pr a y  f or a n  o p p ort u nit y  t o s h ar e y o ur  f ait h t his w e e k.
P r ais e  G o d  f o r t h e p r o mis e  of  a p e rf e ct  a g e t o 
c o m e.

P R A Y E R  A N D  

P r a y f o r y o u r c h u r c h f a mil y 
t o g et h e r i n w o rs hi p  t o d a y.

Pr a y  f or t h e s u c c essf ul i m pl e m e nt ati o n of  d e cisi o ns  m a d e  
at  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.
P r ais e G o d  f o r t h e f ait hf ul mi nist r y  of t h e 
A B C/ G e n e r al  C o nf e r e n c e  st aff.
Pr a y  f or Tr a c y  S a v a g e  as s h e r et ur ns t o St.  P et ers b ur g,  
R ussi a.
P r a y  f o r st u d e nts w h o  a r e m a ki n g  pl a ns t o 
att e n d Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  t his f all.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or His  f ait hf ul n ess i n y o ur  lif e.
P r a y f o r G o d's  S pi rit t o b e p r es e nt i n t h e 
a cti viti es of y o u r l o c al c h u r c h.
Pr a y  f or y o ur  p ast or  a n d  his  f a mil y t o d a y.
P r ais e  G o d  f o r t h e c h all e n g es H e  will  s e n d y o u r  
w a y  t his w e e k.
Pr a y  f or t h e br et hr e n  a n d  l e a d ers i n P er u.
P r a y  f o r t h e l e a d e rs of  y o u r n ati o n.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e b e a ut y  of  His  cr e ati o n.
P r a y  f o r t h e B a dill o  f a mil y i n M e xi c o.
Pr a y  f or n e w  st aff m e m b ers  as  t h e y ass u m e  r es p o nsi bilit y. 
P r ais e  G o d  f o r t h e d e di c at e d  y e a rs of  s e r vi c e of  
t h e O r e g o n  p u blis hi n g  st aff.
Pr a y  f or a  s u c c essf ul c o m pl eti o n  of  t h e m o v e  t o M orr o w.  
P r a y f o r t h e G r a nt  f a mil y, m e m b e rs  of t h e 
V all e y  Vi e w  C h u r c h,  w h o  a r e s e r vi n g i n mis 
si o ns mi nist r y.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e st e a df ast f ait h of  t h e br et hr e n  i n t h e 
P hili p pi n es.
P r a y  f o r i n di vi d u als w h o  f e el l e d of G o d  t o 
p u rs u e  missi o n  c ar e ers.
Pr a y  f or t h e B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  w h o  gi v e  of  t h eir ti m e t o 
l e a d t h e mi nistri es  of  t h e C o nf er e n c e.
P r ais e  G o d  f o r a r e c e nt a ns w e r  t o p r a y e r.
Pr a y  f or t h e l e a d ers hi p of  y o ur  l o c al c h ur c h.
P r a y  f o r b r et h r e n  i n I n di a.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e e dit ors  of  v ari o us  C o nf er e n c e  m at eri als.

o r r e gi o n al

P R AI S E — A u g ust,  1 9 9 3  

as y o u j oi nR e p ort  of  B a pti s m s

T ot al  5 8 0

1 7 0

1 6 8

5 5

M or e  c oi n pl et c  fi g ur es ar e  b ei n g  c oll e ct e d  wit h  d el e g at e  i nf o n n ati o n.*

C al e n d ar  of  E v e nt s
J ul y  1 1- 1 6

J ul y  2 5

J ul y  2 6- 3 0

C o nti n ui n g  Pr oj e ct s  i n Atl a nt a

I T E M

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 3

1 0 0  

5 0

2 5

1 0

1 0

9

3

8

1 0

1 0

6

1

A pril  1 , 1 9 9 3 - M a y 3 1,  1 9 9 3*  

A pril  1,  1 9 9 2-  M ar c h  3 1,  1 9 9 3*  

A pril  1,  1 9 9 1  - M ar c h  3 1, 1 9 9 2  

J u n e  1,  1 9 9 0 - M ar c h 3 1,  1 9 9 1

J a n.  1 - M a y  3 1 »  1 9 9 0

$ 4 0 1 5  s el e ct e d b y  d o n ors  

$ 1 2 5 5  s el e ct e d b y  d o n ors  

$ 1 0 0 1 0  s el e ct e d  b y  d o n ors

2, 0 0 0  b y  t h e Y e ar  2 0 0 0
J a n.  1, 2 0 0 0

W o o d  d e c ki n g  f or w al k w a y  

5'  s e cti o n

H ar d w ar e  f or d o ors  

L o a d(s)  of  gr a v el  

F e n c e:

1 0'  of  f e n c e- 8'  hi g h

1 0 0,  of  f e n c e-5' hi g h  

1 0 0'  of  f e n c e- 8 *  hi g h  

3 0 0,  of  f e n c e-5 *  hi g h  

S o d  ( 1, 0 0 0 s q u ar e f e et) 

R efri g er at ors  f or A pt  Bl d g  

St o v es  f or A pt  Bl d g  

O utsi d e  li g hti n g 

F a x  M a c hi n e

1 9 9 3  Y o ut h  C o n gr ess  at  J oli n Br o w n  U ni v er 
sit y, Sil o a m  S pri n gs,  A R

F ^ e- C o nf er e n c e  H o m e c o mi n g,  Ti m b erl a n d  
Bi bl e  C h ur c h,  S o utli  B e n d,  I N

A n n u al  S u m m er  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  at  P ur d u e  
U ni v ersit y,  L af a y ett e,  I N

H ol y  L a n d  Tri p  s p o ns or e d b y  A B C  

Ori e nt ati o n  f or A B C  Fr esl u n e n  

M e n's  R etr e at,  C ai n p  M a c k,  Milf or d,  I N 

A n n u al  Mi nist er's  C o nf er e n c e,  Atl a nt a,  G A

2 3

1 6 4

N U M B E R  
N E E D E D

S 8 0  2  s el e ct e d b y  d o n or  

S 3 0 0 1 s el e ct e d b y  d o n or  

$ 8 0 0  

$ 9 0 0

SI 6 0 1 s el e ct e d b y  d o n or  

$ 5 0 0 3  s el e ct e d b y  d o n ors  

$ 4 0 0 1 s el e ct e d  b y  d o n or  

$ 5 0 0

$ 4 5 0 $  1 0 8  c o ntri b ut e d

C O S T  S T A T U S  
( E a c h)

S e pt.  8- 1 5

S e pt.  1 6

N o v.  1 9,  2 0

A pril  2 6- 2 9

A p ril  2 9- M a y  1 F o urt h  A n n u al  Tli e ol o gi c al  C o nf er e n c e,  At 
l a nt a, G A
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B o o k  Off e r e d

5

6

7

8

T R U T H S
F O Rt h e y c o nti n u e i nas

T O D A Y
h e pr es e nts G o d's  m es as

y o ur

e x a m pl e t o a n u n-a n

w h e ne v e n

B Y  P A S T O R  S T A N  R O S S

7
P R O G R B S S  J O U R N A L1 4

Pr ais e  G o d  f or Tr a c y  S a v a g e  a n d h er mi nistr y  
t o R ussi a.
Pr a y  t h at G o d  mi g ht  pr o vi d e  m a n y  wit n essi n g  o p p ort u 
niti es  t o t h e p e o pl e  of  St.  P et ers b ur g.
Pr a y  t h at G o d  mi g ht  b e pr ais e d t hr o u g h y o ur  
w ors hi p  t o d a y.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or R o b ert o,  L u p e,  L e o n ar d o,  a n d Ali c e  
B a dill o *s  mi nistr y  i n M e xi c o.
Pr a y  f or h e ali n g f or s o m e o n e y o u k n o w w h o  is 
i n n e e d.
Pr a y  f or t h e st aff of  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  a n d Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e.
Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e gift of  His  S o n.

P R A Y E R A N D  P R AI S E — S e pt e m b er, 1 9 9 3
1  Pr a y  f or t h e y o ut h of  y o ur l o c al c h ur c h a n d t h e 

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.
2  Pr a y  f or p ast ors  b e gi n ni n g  n e w  mi nistri es  t his m o nt h.
3 S. O.  R oss  s er v e d t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er 

e n c e  ni n et e e n  y e ars  fr o m 1 9 6 1- 1 9 8 0.  D uri n g  t h os e y e ars  
h e  d e v el o p e d  a  cl os e  a n d  l o vi n g r el ati o ns hi p wit h  p e o pl e  
tlir o u g h o ur  c h ur c h es.  Aft er  s er vi n g t h e C o nf er e n c e,  h e  
“ r etir e d " l o his  ol d  h o m e  i n Lit c hfi el d,  Mi n n es ot a  w h er e  
h e  b e c a m e  t h eir p ast or  f or t h e n e xt  t e n y e ars,  b ef or e  r e all y 
r etiri n g i n 1 9 9 0.

O v er  t h e l ast y e ars  of his  lif e, S. O.  R oss  g a v e  o v er  1 1 0 0  
bri ef  m ess a g es  o n  his  r a di o pr o gr a m.  W h e n  h e  k n e w  t h at 
his  mi nistr y  w as  e n di n g,  h e  w a nt e d  t o l e a v e s o m et hi n g of  
his  w or k  f or ot h ers.  T his  s m all b o o k  c o nt ai ns  3 4  of  t h os e 
m ess a g es  h e  s el e ct e d t o b e  his  l e g a c y.

T h e  b o o k  m a y  b e  or d er e d  t hr o u g h t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  offi c es  at  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  
3 0 2 6 0.  A  d o n ati o n  of  $ 4  is s u g g est e d.  T his  will  b e  a d d e d  
t o l h e S. O.  R oss  M e m ori al  S c h ol ars hi p  at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e.

2 7 Pr a y  t h at y o u mi g ht  b e  
b eli e v er.

2  8 Pr ais e  G o d  f or n e w  b eli e v ers  i n y o ur  c h ur c h  f a mil y.
2 9 Pr a y f or t h e f ait h t o st a n d fir m 

t e m pt e d t o str a y.
3  0 Pr a y  f or t h e s o o n r et ur n of  C hrist  a n d t h at y o u  mi g ht  b e

f o u n d f ait hf ul.

9
1  0 Pr a y  f or M ari o  Ol c es e  i n Li m a,  P er u.
1  1 Pr a y  f or t h e pr e p ar ati o ns b ei n g m a d e  f or t his 

c o mi n g y e ar at A B C.
1  2 Pr ais e  G o d  f or y o ur  gr a n d p ar e nts.
1 3 Pr a y  f or t h e br et hr e n i n I n di a a n d t h e P hili p 

pi n e Isl a n ds.
1  4 Pr a y  f or D a vi d  Kr o g h  a n d K e nt  R oss  i n t h eir l e a d ers hi p 

r ol es.
1 5 Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e pr a y er  p art n ers  a n d fi n a n ci al 

s u p p ort ers of t h e C o nf er e n c e  a n d C oll e g e.
1  6 Pr a y  f or t h e n e w  st aff  m e m b ers.
1 7  Pr a y  f or S er g e y  a n d L u c y a  

Bi bl e  st u d y i n R ussi a.
1 8  Pr ais e  G o d  f or Ol y a  Efi n a  a n d  t h e h el p  s h e h as  pr o vi d e d  t o 

Tr a c y  S a v a g e.
1 9  Pr a y  f or y o ur p ast or  

s a g e t o y o u t o d a y.
2  0 Pr a y  f or y o ur  f a mil y a n d  fri e n ds.
2  1 Pr a y  f or t h e t e a c h ers i n y o ur l o c al c h ur c h.
2  2 Pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e b e a ut y  of  e a c h  s e as o n.
2 3 Pr a y  f or St e v e a n d P a m Gr a nt  i n t h e Mi d dl e  

E ast.
2  4 Pr a y  f or t h os e w h o  ar e  s e e ki n g G o d's  p at h  f or t h eir li v es.
2  5 Pr ais e  G o d  f or His  W or d  t o pr o vi d e g ui d a n c e  

f or y o ur lif e.
2  6 Pr a y  f or y o ur  c h ur c h  f a mil y a n d a n y  g u ests  w h o  w ors hi p  

wit h  y o u  t o d a y.



St u d e nt s  r e gi st er f or t h e n e xt  m or ni n g* s  cl a s s e s  a n d  t o ur s.A B C  i s r e a d y f or t h e al m o st  s e v e nt y  st u d e nt s  t h at att e n d e d  t hi s y e ar.
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Hi g h  S c h o ol  
I n vit ati o n al ' 9 3

I n vit ati o n al st u d e nt s  sit  a n d  li st e n i nt e ntl y t o t h e i n str u cti o n of  J o e  

M arti n.

T h e  e n d  of  a n  e v e ntf ul  w e e k e n d  i s s p e n di n g  w or s hi p  ti m e wit h  t h e 
m e m b er s  of  N e w  Fri e n d s  Bi bl e  C h ur c h.

T h e  C oll e g e  h ost e d  its l ar g est C oll e g e  I n vit ati o n al C o nf er e n c e  
e v er. A p pr o xi m at el y  6 2  st u d e nts a n d 1 8  s p o ns ors visit e d  t h e 
C a m p us  o n  t h e w e e k e n d  of  M ar c h  5- 7. W e  ar e gr at ef ul t o 
s p o ns ors w h o  m a d e  it p ossi bl e  f or st u d e nts t o c o ni c t o di e  
c a m p us.

T h e  st u d e nts t h at att e n d e d  I n vit ati o n al s e e m e d t o r e all y e nj o y  
t h e ti m e t h at t h e y s p e nt o n  c a m p us. T h e  st u d e nts w er e  a bl e  t o 
h e ar  t h e s o u n ds  of  " A b e's  Offs pri n g ",  a  b a n d  t h at ori gi n at e d  h er e  
at  t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  T h e y  w er e  als o  a bl e  t o p arti ci p at e  i n a  c h oir  
c o n c ert  o n  S at ur d a y  e v e ni n g.

St u d e nts  als o  t o o k p art  i n a n  e x p e diti o n t o C y cl or a m a  a n d  a n  
e x c ursi o n  t o Sl o n e  M o u nl ai n.



F a st  F or w ar d

T h e  F ast  F or w ar d  mi nistr y  pr o gr a m  w as  i n its s e c o n d y e ar  a n d  
u n d cr w c nl  s o m e c hi ui g cs  fr o m ils first y e ar.  I n di e  f all w e  w e nt  
t o a n All aiil a  Br a v es  g a m e. W e  br o k e  i nt o s m all gr o u ps  a n d  
w e nt  t hr o u g h a  si x w e e k  s eri es  of' lO n  Si g ht "  l ess o ns w h er e  e a c h  
gr o u p  w o ul d  g o  t o a  d esi g n at e d  pl a c e  t o h a v e  t h eir l ess o n. W e  
als o  h a d  f u n d-r ais ers s u c h as  c ar  w as h es  a n d  e g g  s al es t o r ais e 
m o n e y  f or s u m m er  c a m ps.

M ar k  C ai n  l eft t h e r a n ks at di e  e n d  of  wi nt er  q u art er  afl cr  
m or e  t h a n 1 1/ 2  y e ars  of  s er vi c e l o F ast  F or w ar d,  a n d  S cl h  R oss  
st e p p e d d o w n  fr o m t h e p ositi o n  of  Y o ut h  L e a d er  aft er  r u n ni n g 
di e  pr o gr a m  f or t w o y e ars.  It is e x citi n g  l o s e e  y o u n g er  sl u d c uis  
b e gi n  t o fill p ositi o ns  of  l e a d ers hi p. T h es e  i n cl u d e R y a n  S mit h,  
S us a n  S a v a g e,  Br a d  G as p ar.  J uli e V aii c c,  M ar k  Ts c h a c n n.  a n d  
otli crs  w h o  h a v e  h el p e d.  T h e  pr o gr a m  h as  a  bri g ht  f ut ur e.

C. M. G.  - T h e  C o m m u nit y  Mi ni str y  Gr o u p

If gr a c e  is m e eti n g  a  n e e d  wit h  a  gift,  t h e C. M. G.  att e m pts  t o 
fi n d L h e  n e e ds  of  o ur  ii n m c di at c c o m m u nit y a n d t h e n s h o w 
G o d's  gr a c e.  W e  h a v e  d o n e  Ulis  i n s e v er al w a ys.  First,  is di e  
di a p er  mi nistr y.  T hr o u g h  A B C  a n d  N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h,  
w e  c o nti n u e  t o s er vi c e  di e  c o m m u nit y  of  y o u n g  f a mili es w h o  ar e  
i n d es p er at e  n e e d. A  l ar g e di a p er  m a n uf a ct uri n g  c o m p a n y  
g e n er o usl y  c alls  us  o n  o c c asi o n  wi di  o v err u ns  a n d  l est p a c k a g es.  
S e c o n d,  w e  h a v e  a f o o d p a ntr y!  M e m b ers  of  t h e C. M. G.  b uilt  
s h el v es t o b e  pr e p ar e d  i n m c cli n g  c o m m u nit y  f o o d n e e ds.  O n  
c ol d  ( 3 0 °!) ni g hts  i n wi nt er,  C. M. G.  m e m b ers  dri v e  d o w nt o w n  
t o f e e d t h e h o m el ess.  O n e  ni g ht  a b o ut 5 0  p e o pl e  w er e  f e d! 
Fi n all y,  a n yilii n g  di al  a  y o u n g  c oll e g e  st u d e nt c a n  d o  l o m e et  
n e e d  i n o ur  c o mi n u nil y  w e  h a v e  tri e d or  mi g ht  tr y! W e, v e  d o n e,  
t ut ori n g, gi v e n  ri d es, b a b y-s at,  et c.! All  i n l h e n a m e  of  J es us! 
M attli e w  2 5: 3 5, 3 6  is o ur  g ui di n g  s cri pt ur e.  " Y o u  di d  it f or m e! "
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C alli n g  a n d  Vi sit ati o n  Mi ni str y  Gr o u p

St u d e nts  a n d  St aff  h a v e  mi nist er e d  t o m a n y  i n di vi d u als b y  
c alli n g i n h o m es  a n d i n l h e h os pit al,  as w ell  as distri b uti n g  
I c all eis i n di e  n ei g h b or h o o d  l o i n vit e p e o pl e  t o c h ur c h.  F oll o w 
u p  c alls  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  o n  p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  r e c ei v e d di a p ers.  
I n di vi d u als w h o  t el e p h o n e N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  t o as k  f or 
assist a n c e ar c  visit e d  a n d i n vit e d t o c h ur c h. M e m b ers  of  t his 
mi nistr y  gr o u p  h a v e  als o pr o vi d e d  tr a ns p ort ali o u t o c h ur c h  
s er vi c es a n d  t o gr o c er y  st or es.

G o d  h as  m a d e  us  a w ar e of  m a n y  n e e d y  i n di vi d u als. O ur  
mi nistr y  gr o u p  h as  w or k e d  l o m e et  p h ysi c al,  s pirit u al, a n d  
e m oti o n al  n e e ds.

Mi nistr y  Gr o u ps
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Pri s o n  a n d  N ur si n g  H o m e

T h e  m e m b ers  of  t his mi nistr y  gr o u p  h a v e  b e e n  visiti n g  t h e 
ar e a  n ursi n g  h o m e.  H e alt h  C ar e  of  L a k e  Cit y  o n  S u n d a y  aft er 
n o o ns,  a n d  Cl a yt o n  C o u nt y  D cl c nli o n al  C e nt er  o n  M o n d a ys  a n d  
W e d n es d a ys.  At  t h e n ursi n g  h o m e,  i n di vi d u als w al k  ar o u n d  tli e 
h all w a ys  a n d si n g c h or us es i n v ari o us  r o o ms l o s o m e of  t h e 
r esi d e nts. Al  t h e pris o n,  st u d e nts a n d  st aff l e a d t h e m e n  a n d  
w o m e n  i n t h eir w ors hi p  s er vi c es. E a c h  w e e k,  o n e  st u d e nt bri n gs  
lli c i n m at es t h e m ess a g e,  w hi c h  is v er y  u plifti n g  a n d  e n c o ur a g 
i n g t o t h e m.

T hr o u g h  t his mi nistr y,  w e  h a v e  r e ali z e d h o w vit al Lliis  
mi nistr y  is t o t h e m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o c a n n ol  g et  t o a  c h ur c h  f or 
s er vi c es, b ut  w h o  still wis h  t o w ors hi p  G o d.

C hil dr e n' s  Mi ni str y  Gr o u p

T h e  m e m b ers  of  t his mi nislr y  gr o u p  h a v e  h a d  t h e o p p ort u nit y  
t o r e a c h o utlli c  y o u n g er  c hil dr e n  of  t h e c o m m u nit y  s urr o u n d
i n g Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  I n v ol v e m e nt i n Lilis  n u nislr y  gr o u p  
r e q uir es d e di c ati o n  fr o m di e  st u d e nt  t o w ar d di e  d e v el o p m e nt  of  
l h e c hil dr e n  of  o ur  c o m m u nil y.

T h e  C hil dr e n's  Mi nislr y  Gr o u p  is r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e i nstr u c
ti o n of  t h e y o u n g er  a g e d c hil dr e n a n d n urs er y  c ar e d uri n g  
W e d n es d a y  a n d  S u n d a y  s er vi c es. T his  gr o u p  is als o  r es p o nsi bl e 
f or tli e Fri d a y  A Ft c ni o o n  Ki d's  Cl u b  t h at is h el d  at  N e w  Fri e n ds  
Bi bl e  C h ur c h.  T h e  gr o u p  pl a ns  a  li m e of  g a m es,  s n a c ks, a n d  
Bi bl e  st ori es f or lli os c t h at att e n d.

A B C/  N e w  Fri e n d s  S oft b all  Mi ni str y

N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  a n d  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  a d d e d  
a  n e w  t wist t o o ur  list of  a cti viti es  b y  f o n ni n g a  S oft b all  t e a m 
w hi c h  w as  i n v ol v e d i n a  l o c al cit y  l e a g u e. W e  p ur p os el y  c h os e  
n ot  t o b e  i n a  * C h ur c h  l e a g u e' i n or d er  i o b e  " S alt  a n d  Li g ht "  i n 
o ur  c o m m u nit y.  G o d  h as  tr ul y bl ess e d  us  i n t his ar e a.  W e  w er e  
a bl e  t o i n v ol v e s e v er al m e n  w h o  di d  n ot  pr e vi o usl y  ail c n d  N e w  
Fri e n ds  W ors hi p  S er vi c es  a n d  G o d  is all o wi n g bri d g es  t o b e  
b uilt  i n t his ar e a.

B est  of  all,  gr e at  f u n w as  h a d  b y  all,  a n d  w e  w er e  o n e  of  t h e 
b est  t e a ms i n t h e l e a g u e w hi c h  w as  r e all y s ur prisi n g. S oft b all  
) w as a gr e at  o p p orl u nit y  t o e nj o y  r e cr e ati o n, e a c h ot h er 、 a n d  
pr o vi d e d  e v a n g elisti c  o utr e a c h.  W e  pr ais e  G o d  f or all o wi n g  us  
tiiis e nj o y m e nt.



cl os er l o g clli cr. W e' v e  e x p eri e n c e d  G o d's  S pirit  w or k

N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h
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P ast or  D a v e  Ril e y  pr es e nts  G o d's  W or d  t o t h e st u d e nts  of  Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e.

S et h  R oss  b a pti z es  N or b ert o  Est e v es  i nt o t h e b o d y  of  N e w  Fri e n ds  a n d 
C hrist.

o utr e a c h  o p p ort u niti es  di al  h e  h as  gi v e n  t o us,  a n d  t h e c h a n c e  t o 
gr o w
t h r o u g h t h e Aft ers c h o ol  C hil dr e n's  Cl u b,  Pris o n  Mi nistr y,  F ast  
F or w ar d  Y o ut h  Mi nistr y,  C o m m u nit y  O utr e a c h,  a n d  of  c o urs e,  
w e e kl y  W ors hi p  t o o ur  Cr e at or  a n d  His  S o n.

W e  l o o k f or w ar d t o t h e m a n y  o p p ort u niti es  G c xl  will  gi v e  us  
i n t h e f ut ur e as  w ell  a n d  w e  t h a n k Hi m  f or t h e m. N e w  Fri e n ds  
Bi bl e  c h ur c h  e xists  t o b e  a  c h ur c h  w h er e  G o d's  p e o pl e  ar c  fr e e 
l o c x all Hi m,  b e  i n v ol v e d i n t h e us e  of  i n di vi d u al S pirit u al  
Gifl c d n css.  a n d  of  c o urs e,  pr o cl ai m  di e  Lr u Llis  of  G o d's  W or d  as  
w e  a w ait  t h e bl ess e d  r et ur n of  J es us C hrist  t o Uiis  E art h  a n d  t h e 
est a blis h m e nt  of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m.

A  gr e at  y e ar  is b e hi n d  us  h er e  at  N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  
of  G o d.  W e ' v e  b e e n  us e d  b y  G o d  i n a w es o m e  w a ys  a n d  w e  pr ais e  
Hi m  f or c o u nti n g  us  as  p art  of  His  pl a n.  As  y o u  ar c  a w ar e,  N e w  
Fri e n ds  is a r el ati v el y n e w  c h ur c h  w hi c h  m e ets  at t h e Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n w hi c h  b ot h  sl u d e nts, st aff  f a mili es, a n d  t h os e 
fr o m di e  l o c al c o m m u nit y  w ors hi p  t o g et h er. T his  p ast  y e ar  h as  
b e e n  a  y e ar  of  " Visi o n "  as  w e  h a v e  b e e n  i n v ol v e d i n “ R e a c hi n g  
G o d's  L ost  P e o pl e  a n d  Gr o wi n g  U p  I nt o Clirist  Wit h  T h e m. "

W e pr ais c  G o d  f or l h e m a n y b a ptis ms  t hr o u g h o ut【 h e y e ar,  l h e

a n d  T-s hirts  w er e  d esi g n e d  a n d  pri nt e d  f or s al e. T h e  S G A  als o  
v ot e d  l o gi v e  s o m e  fi n a n ci al assist a n c e  t o a n  A B C  st u d e nt  t o g o  
o n  a missi o ns  tri p ( o U 】 e P hili p pi n e  Isl a n ds i n t h e s u m m er.  
T hr o u g h  S G A  c o m mitt e es,  st u d e nt a cti vit y  f e es w er e  h ar d  a|  
w or k  all  y e ar  l o n g. ”

T his  y e ar  a  n u m b er  of  p ositi v e  dis c ussi o ns  h a v e  t a k e n pl a c e  
b et w e e n  t h e S G A  a n d  t h e St aff,  a n d  sl aff/st u d c nt  r el ati o ns h a v e  
b e e n  v er y  g o o d. I n f a ct, di e  c oll e g e  st aff  a p pr o a c h e d  t h e S G A  
a n d  as k e d  f or r e c o m m e n d e d c h a n g es  f or t h e St u d e nt  H a n d b o o k  
w hi c h  w er e  t y p e d u p  a n d  pr es e nt e d  t o t h e st aff b y  S et h  R oss.  
A n y  c h a n g es  di al  ar c  a c c e pt e d  b y  t h e st aff will  n ot  t a k e eff e ct  
u ntil  t h e f all of  * 9 4.

S G A  m e m b ers  (I t o r): J uli e V a n c e,  Br a df or d  G as p ar,  Pr esi d e nt  S et h  
R oss,  C hrist y  R oss,  a n d  M ar k  Ts h a e n n.

S G A
Tli e  St u d e nt  G o v er n m e nt  Ass o ci ati o n  w as  b usi er  t his y e ar  

tli a n it h as  b e e n  l h e p ast  s e v er al y e ars,  a n d  m u c h  w as  a c c o m 
plis h e d  o v er  t h e y e ar.  A  l ot of  a cti viti es  a n d  c h a n g es  pr o m pt e d  
b y  山 c  S G A  t h at h a d  si g nifi c a nt i m p a ct o n  di e  c a m p us. T h e  
S G A  m a d e  a  l ar g e ll n a n ci al c oi ni ni u n c ntl o  t h e st u d e nt b o d y  b y  
d e ci di n g  t o s u bsi di z e a n y  a p arli n c nl  w a nti n g  t o i nst all a  p h o n e,  
a n d  e v er y  a p art m e nt  t o o k a d v a nt a g e  of  t h e off er.  Als o,  a  c a n d y  
m a c hi n e  w as  p ur c h as e d  f or t h e d o w nst airs  l o u n g e i n l h e a p arl 
i n c nl b uil di n g,  a n d  it h as  pr o v e n  t o b e  a  v al u a bl e  a d diti o n.

O n e  c h a p el  a  i n o ntli w as  gi v e n  l o l h e S G A  as  st u d e nt f or u ms. T h e  t hir d a n n u al  St e a k  Fr y  t h at c o n cl u d es  t h e s c h o ol y e ar  w as  o n c e  
a g ai n  s p o ns or e d b y  t h e S G A  S o ci ul  C o m mitt e e.





T w o  Y e ars
i n Atl a nt a

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

4,

T h e  gr o u n d  br e a ki n g  b y  K e nt  R oss  a n d  Di c k  El dr e d  at  t h e pr es e nt  d a y  sit e 
of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  T h e  s c h o ol h as  gr o w n  i n s u c h a  s h ort ti m e.

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e
C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

u.s.  P O S T A G E  
P AI D  

P E R MI T  2 1  
N o n pr ofit  Or g a ni z ati o n

Willi  t h e l ar g est i n c o mi n g gr o u p  of  st u d e nts i n y e ars,  o n e  
c a n  s e e t h e eff e cti v e n ess  of  t h e m o v e  t o di e  Atl a nt a  ar e a.  
Wit h  st u d e nts a n d  f a c ult y r e a c hi n g o ut  t o t h e c oi m n u nil y,  
t o u c hi n g t h e li v es of  t h os e s urr o u n di n g us  wit h  t h e l o v e of  
J es us Clirist,  y o u  c a n  s e e o ur  a bilit y  t o eff e ct  p e o pl e. St u 
d e nts  n o w  r e c ei v e h a n ds- o n  tr ai ni n g i n mi nistr y  di al  w as  
n e v er  q uit e  a v ail a bl e  i n Or e g o n.  Illi n ois.
C o m e  a n d s e c w h at  p ossi biliti es  t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  c o ul d  
h a v e  i n st or e  f or y o u.  Y o u  n e v er  k n o w  w h at  t h e f ut ur e h ol ds  
f or Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e!

S e e  H o w  W e  H a v e  Gr o w n!
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Gr a n d p ar e nts  Ar e  S p e ci al *

A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 3T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 2

s
T h e
E di t o r 's
O pi ni o n

h a d  t h e m first. C hil dr e n  a n d gr a n d p ar e nts  ar e  
n at ur al  alli es.

I n t h es e l at er y e ars  of  lif e, p er h a ps  t h e gr e at est  
j o y of  all is s e ei n g t h e gr a n d c hil dr e n  gr o w  t o 
m at urit y  a n d  t a k e t h eir pl a c e  i n o ur  s o ci et y a n d  
es p e ci all y  i n t h e c h ur c h.  " W h e n  a  g o o d  m a n  di es,  
h e  l e a v es a n  i n h erit a n c e t o his  gr a n d c hil dr e n .. 
( Pr o v. 1 3: 2 2,  L B).

E P T E M B E R  1 2 I S Gr a n d p ar e nts'  
D a y.  H o w  q ui c kl y  t h e y e ars  r oll b y.  It 
s e e ms  o nl y  y est er d a y  y o u  w er e  y o u n g  
a n d  c ar efr e e,  li vi n g at  h o m e  u n d er  t h e 

c ar e  of  p ar e nts.  T h e n  c a m e  t h e c oll e g e  y e ars  or  
f ull-ti m e w or k.

N e xt  w as  m arri a g e;  l h e n c hil dr e n.  B ef or e  y o u 
k n e w  it t h e y w er e  gr o w n  a n d  s ettl e d  i n j o bs. T h e y  
ar e  m arri e d  a n d y o u  ar e  i n-l a ws. O n e  d a y  y o u  
r e c ei v e t h e n e ws  t h at y o u  ar e  a b o ut  t o b e  gr a n d 
p ar e nts.  S u c h  ar e  lif e's c y cl es.  T h er e  is n ot hi n g  
n e w  u n d er  t h e s u n ( E c cl. 1: 9).

S o m e  of  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt p e o pl e  i n t h e 
f a mil y ar e  gr a n d p ar e nts.  U nf ort u n at el y,  i n m a n y  
s e g m e nts of  o ur  W est er n  s o ci eti es, t h e art of  
gr a n d p ar e nti n g  h as  b e e n  n e arl y  l ost. I n o ur  m o 
bil e  s o ci et y m a n y  y o u n g  f a mili es m o v e  a w a y  t o 
p urs u e  c ar e ers  f ar a w a y  fr o m h o m e.

T h e  Bi bl e  t e a c h es r es p e ct f or a g e  a n d  its a c 
c o m p a n yi n g  wis d o m.  u Y o u  s h all gi v e  d u e  h o n or  
a n d  r es p e ct t o t h e el d erl y,  i n t h e f e ar of  G o d "  ( L e v. 
1 9: 3 2,  L B).

I n J a p a n t h er e is m u c h  m or e  r es p e ct f or t h e 
a g e d  t h a n i n o ur  W est er n  w orl d.  Y o u n g  p e o pl e  
ar e  s e e n gi vi n g  s e ats t o t h e el d erl y  o n  cr o w d e d  
s u b w a ys a n d i n cr o w d e d r o o ms. T h at  ki n d  of  
r es p e ct s e e ms  r ar e t o d a y i n o ur  c o u ntr y.  Wit h  t h e 
d e cli ni n g  r es p e ct f or a g e  c o m es  a n  att e n d a nt  l a c k 
of  r e g ar d f or e x p eri e n c e  a n d  wis d o m.

Aft er  t h e birt h  of  a c hil d a gr a n d m ot h er  is 
a bs ol ut el y ess e nti al. S o m e h o w  gr a n d m ot h ers  
k n o w  e v er yt hi n g  t h er e is t o k n o w.  N e w  p ar e nts  
m a y  r e a d m a n y  b o o ks  o n  h a vi n g  a n d  c ari n g  f or 
b a bi es,  w hi c h  is gr e at,  b ut  t h er e is n o  s u bstit ut ef or 
e x p eri e n c e.  E x p eri e n c e  is a  gr e at  t e a c h er. Gr a n d 
p ar e nts  c a n  f ulfill a  m u c h- n e e d e d  r ol e.

Pr o b a bl y  m a n y  n e w  f at h ers w o ul d  h a v e  n e arl y  
st ar v e d  if gr a n d m ot h ers  h a d  n ot  c o m e  t o t a k e o v er  
t h e h o us e h ol d  aft er  t h e n e w  b a b y  arri v e d.  N e v er  
u n d er esti m at e t h e i nfl u e n c e of  gr a n d p ar e nts.  
P er h a ps  t h e i m p ort a n c e of  gr a n d p ar e nts  is b est  
c a pt ur e d  i n Pr o v er bs  1 7: 6:  " A n  ol d  m a n's  gr a n d 
c hil dr e n  ar e  his  cr o w ni n g  gl or y.  A  c hil d's  gl or y  is 
his  f at h er, ^ ( L B). If Hil d a  a n d  I h a d  k n o w n  h o w  
m u c h  f u n gr a n d c hil dr e n  c o ul d  b e,  w e  w o ul d  h a v e

W h at  Is a  Gr a n d p ar e nt ?

" A gr a n d p ar e nt  b u ys  y o u  gifts  y o ur  m ot h er  
s a ys y o u  d o n't  n e e d.  A  gr a n d p ar e nt  is t h e o nl y  
b a b ysitt er  w h o  d o es n't  c h ar g e  m o n e y  t o w at c h  
y o u.  A  gr a n df at h er  c a n  al w a ys  b e  c o u nt e d  o n  t o 
b u y  a n yt hi n g  y o u  ar e  s elli n g  fr o m fl o w er s e e ds  t o 
t e n c h a n c es  o n  a  p o n y.  A  gr a n d m ot h er  will  p ut  a  
s w e at er o n  y o u  w h e n  s h e is c ol d,  f e e d y o u  w h e n  
s h e  is h u n gr y,  a n d  p ut  y o u  t o b e d  w h e n  s h e  is tir e d. 
A  gr a n d p ar e nt  will  b eli e v e  y o u  c a n  r e a d w h e n  y o 、  
h a v e  t h e b o o k  u psi d e  d o w n.  B ut  m ost  of  all  ■  
gr a n d p ar e nt  l o v es y o u. " — Er m a  B o m b e c k

W h at  Ar e  Gr a n d p ar e nts ?

" A gr a n d m ot h er  is a l a d y w h o  h as  n o  littl e 
c hil dr e n  of  h er  o w n.  S h e  li k es ot h er  p e o pl e's.  A  
gr a n df at h er  is a  m a n  gr a n d m ot h er. M

" Gr a n d p ar e nts  d o n't  h a v e  t o d o  a n yt hi n g  b ut  b e  
t h er e. T h e y  ar e  ol d  s o t h e y s h o ul d n't  pl a y  h ar d  or  
r u n. It is e n o u g h  if t h e y dri v e  us  t o t h e m ar k et  a n d  
h a v e  l ots of  di m es  r e a d y. W h e n  t h e y t a k e us  f or 
w al ks,  t h e y sl o w d o w n  p ast  t hi n gs li k e pr ett y  
l e a v es a n d c at er pill ars. T h e y  n e v er  s a y, 4 H urr y  
u p.

" Us u all y  gr a n d p ar e nts  ar e  f at, b ut  n ot  t o o f at t o 
ti e y o ur  s h o es. T h e y  w e ar  gl ass es a n d f u n n y 
u n d er w e ar.  T h e y  c a n  t a k e t h eir t e et h a n d  g u ms  
o ut.  Gr a n d p ar e nts  d o n't  h a v e  t o b e  s m art, o nl y  
a ns w er  q u esti o ns  li k e, * W h y  is n't G o d  m arri e d ? 1 
a n d  ' H o w c o m e  d o gs  c h as e  c als ? ' W h e n  t h e y r e a d 
t o ns t h e y d o n't  s ki p,  or  mi n d  if w e  as k  f or t h e s a m e  
st or y o v er  a g ai n ?'

" E v er y b o d y  s h o ul d tr y t o h a v e  a  gr a n d p ar e nt,  
es p e ci all y  if y o u  d o n't  h a v e  t el e visi o n, b e c a us e

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  4 ^ ^



C o nt e nts

2 4 " T h e  C o ur a g e  t o C h a n g e *'
8 G o d's  P e o pl e T h o m as  R.  S c h mitt

Fr a n cis  B ur n ett

2 6 T ell  M e  A g ai n
S us a n  L a p p

F e a t u r e s

2 E di t o r 's  O pi ni o n

2 1 E s p e ci a l l y  f o r  t h e  P a s t o r 's  W i f e

V bl.  8 2,  N o. 6

A d dr ess  all  c orr es p o n d e n c e  t o: T h e  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d

t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  a n d  Isr a el l o b e

s u bs cri pti o n.

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D3A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 3

E dit or:
Ass o ci at e E dit or:
M a k e- u p  E dit or:
T y p es ett er:
Pr o ofr e a d er:
C o ntri b uti n g  E dit ors:

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

H ollis P artl o w c  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  

C hrist o p h er  S ei d ers  
B e c k y  H all  

B ar b ar a  L a n dr y  
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k,  

S us a n  L a p p,  Dr.  Al v a  G.  B uff er,  
D el b ert  J o n es,  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,  

G or d o n  L a n dr y  
M aili n g  a n d  S u bs cri pti o ns:  B e c k y  H all,  T erri

Ts c h a c n n,  J u d y  M y ers,  H a n y  M c Mi n n

O n e  Y e ar,  
T w o  Y e ars,  
T hr e e  y e ars,

M ost  s u bs cri pti o ns  b e gi n  wit h  
t h e F e br u ar y  or  A u g ust  iss u e. 
R e a d ers  m a y  b e gi n  f ull- y e ar 
s u bs cri pti o ns al  a n y  ti m e. Us e  
t h e f or m o n  p a g e  3 2  w h e n  c or 
r es p o n di n g c o n c er ni n g y o ur

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d  
b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n-  
pr ofit C hristi a n c or p or aii o n  l o c at e d at  5 8 2 3 Tr a m m cll  
R o a d,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  
H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x ti m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:  t h e o n e n ess  
of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  
( A cts 1: 8);  J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b c g olt e n  S o n  
( M att. 1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);  t h e 
Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);  t h e 
m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);  t h e n e ar  
r et ur n  of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1),  a n d  1  if e o nl y  t hr o u g h hi  m  
( C ol. 3: 3);  t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  l h e d e a d  (J o h n 
5: 2 8);  l h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.
1 5: 5 3, 5 4);  l h e d estr u cti o n  of  t h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);  
t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  l h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2), t h e c h ur c h

t a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ( A cts 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  
lif e as  ess e nti al  t o s al v ati o n.

m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 6 0: 1- 3);  t h e 
'•r estit uti o n of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  b y  
t h e m o ut h  of  all  his  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w orl d  
b e g a n ”  ( A cts 3: 2 1).  It als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e n-

T H E  

r) E S TI T U TI O N 
I X T _I E R A L D

J L J L V bl.  8 2,  N o. 6
A u g ust,  S e pt e m b er,  1 9 9 3

P h ot o gr a p h  o n  c o v er  b y  

St e p h e n  M y ers,  Or e g o n,  I L.

S U B S C RI P TI O N S

S 1 2  
$ 2 1  
S 3 0

1 7 B a c k  t o t h e F ut ur e:  "t his  
G e n er ati o n "
Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n

1 9 S elf- Est e e m:  B ei n g  t h e 
P ers o n  G o d  I nt e n d e d
A ar o n  W ells

2 9 T h e y  Will  S a y  T h at  Y o u  
Ar e  M a d
Alt o n  M a x w ell

4 Dr yi n g  U p  of  t h e E u p hr at es
J a m es  M attis o n

2 2 J er e mi a h,  T h e  W e e pi n g
Pr o p h et
D a vi d  W.  C h e at w o o d

1 8 A d or ni n g  t h e D o ctri n e
Willi a m  W a c ht el

1 5 J ust f or t h e R e c or d
H ollis  P artl o w e

1 3 W h o  M e ?  ” T h e  P at h  P et er
T o o k "
D a vi d  Ril e y

1 4 " Y e  E dit or "  " R etir es "
A g ai n
H ollis  P artl o w e

7 A  B a d  R a p  W h y  C hristi a ns  
Ar e n't  A bs ol utists
C h u c k  C ols o n

5 Tr a nsf or m e d  b y  t h e R e n e w 
i n g of  Y o ur  Mi n d
Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k



w h at  p ar e nts  d o.  Gr a n d p ar e nts  ar e  i m p ort a nt p e o pl e!

Pi ct ur e d  a b o v e  ar e  Bri a n  ( 7 1/ 2)  a n d  Ki m b erl y  ( 5) H all  of  Or e g o n,  Illi n ois, y o w!
e dit or's  t w o gr a n d c hil dr e n.

Dr yi n g  U p  of  t h e E u p hr at es

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 34

b y  P ast or  J a m es  M attis o n  
P elz er,  S C

g e ntl e  l e a d ers hi p i n t h e h o m e.  Y o u n g  w o m e n  oft e n  d o n't  k n o w  h o w  t o b e  
pr o p erl y  m oti v at e d  wi v es  a n d  m ot h ers.  Gr a n d p ar e nts  h a v e  m u c h  t o c o ntri b ut e  
t o t h e f a mil y str u ct ur e a n d  e v e n  t h e m or al  fi b er of  a  n ati o n.  W e * d  d o  w ell  t o t ur n 
o ur  att e nti o n  a n d  r es p e ct t o t h e m. I n f a ct, all  t h e a d ults  i n t h e c h ur c h  s h o ul d 增  
i n v ol v e d i n t e a c hi n g a n d  dir e cti n g  t h e y o u n g er  o n es — m o d eli n g  t h e C hristi air  
lif e b ef or e  t h e m.

I d e all y gr a n d p ar e nts  s h o ul d  n e v er  h a v e  t h e pri m ar y  r es p o nsi bilit y  f or r e ari n g 
t h eir gr a n d c hil dr e n.  G o d  g a v e  t h at t o p ar e nts,  b ut  gr a n d p ar e nts  c a n  r ei nf or c e

r H

T h e  1 , 4 6 0- miI e-l o n g E p hr at es  Ri v er  b e gi ns  i n 
T ur k e y  a n d  fl o ws t hr o u g h T ur k e y,  S yri a,  a n d  Ir a q 
i nt o t h e P ersi a n  G ulf.  I n J a n u ar y, 1 9 9 0,  T ur kis h  
Pr esi d c nt T ur g ut  O z al.i n  a  c er e m o n y  att e n d e d  b y

t h e y ar e  t h e o nl y  gr o w n- u ps  w h o  h a v e  ti m e,'-—  
S el e ct e d.

•• A n d t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  y o u  h a v e  h e ar d  fr o m 
m e  i n t h e pr es e n c e  of  m a n y  wit n ess es,  t h es e 
e ntr ust  t o f ait hf ul m e n,  w h o  will  b e  a bl e  t o t e a c h 
ot h ers  als o * * ( 2 Ti m.  2: 2,  N A S B).  T his  cl e ar  
a d m o niti o n  fr o m P a ul  t h e a p ostl e  t o Ti m ot h y  is 
c ert ai nl y a p pli c a bl e t o gr a n d p ar e nts.  D o  y o ur  
c hil dr e n  a n d  gr a n d c hil dr e n  k n o w  J es us  C hrist  i n 
a  p ers o n al  w a y ?  L et's  t e a c h o ur  f a mili es w ell  i n 
w or d  a n d  i n d e e d  t h at w e  m a y  all i n h erit et er n al  
lif e i n t h e a g e  t o c o m e.  R e m e m b er  o ur  missi o n  is 
t o t e a c h ot h ers  t o t e a c h ot h ers  t o t e a c h ot h ers.

" Ol d er m e n  ar c t o b e  t e m p er at e, di g nifi e d,  
s e nsi bl e,  s o u n d i n f ait h, i n l o v e, i n p ers e v er a n c e' *  
( Tit us 2: 2,  N A S B).  O bs er v e  t h at Ulis  v ers e  is 
f o c us e d o n  " ol d er m e n "  a n d  m a n y  of  t h e m n o  
d o u bt  w er e  gr a n df at h ers.

V ers es  3  a n d  4  a d dr ess  ol d er  w o m e n.  *, 0 1 d cr  
w o m e n  li k e wis e ar e  t o b e  r e v er e nt i n t h eir b e 
h a vi or,  n ot  m ali ci o us  g ossi ps,  n or  e nsl a v e d  t o 
m u c h  wi n e,  t e a c hi n g w h at  is g o o d;  t h at t h e y m a y  
e n c o ur a g e  t h e y o u n g  w o m e n  t o l o v e t h eir h us 
b a n ds,  t o l o v e t h eir c hil dr e n. "  At  first gl a n c e  t h at 
m a y  n ot  s e e m  e art hs h a ki n g  i n i m p ort a n c e, b ut  if 
y o u  t a k e ti m e t o o bs er v e  o ur  h e cti c  m o d e m  
s o ci et y,  y o u  will  fi n d t h os e ar e  s o m e  of  t h e v er y  
q u aliti es  m ost  l a c ki n g.

Y o u n g  m e n  oft e n  d o n't  k n o w  h o w  t o b e  l o v
i n g, u n d erst a n di n g  h us b a n ds  a n d  h o w  t o e x ert

h e  si xt h a n g el  p o ur e d  o ut  his  b o wl  
u p o n  t h e gr e at  ri v er, t h e E u p hr at es;  
a n d  its w at er  w as  dri e d  u p,  t h at t h e 
w a y  mi g ht  b e  pr e p ar e d  f or t h e ki n gs  

fr o m t h e e ast "  ( R e v. 1 6: 1 2,  N A S B).

1 0, 0 0 0  p e o pl e,  st o o d  o n  t h e b a n k  of  t h e E u p hr at es,  
a n d  wit h  t h e p us h  of  a  b utt o n,  di v ert e d  t h e w at ers  
of  t h e E u p hr at es  i nt o t h e n e wl y  b uilt  gi a nt  At at ur k  
D a m.  T h e  T ur kis h  irri g ati o n pr oj e ct,  w h e n  fi n
is h e d, will  h a v e  1 5  d a ms  a n d 1 8  h y dr o el e ctri c  
p o w er  pl a nts.  T h e n  T ur k e y  will  h a v e  a  str a n gl e
h ol d  o n  t h e E u p hr at es  Ri v er,  w hi c h,  li k e t h e Nil e,  
is t h e lif e bl o o d of  t h at e ntir e  d es ert  r e gi o n. ( T h e 
Ti gris  a n d  E u p hr at es  j oi n i n Ir a q a b o ut  9 0  mil esjft  
fr o m t h e P ersi a n  G ulf.)
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^ Tr a nsf or m e d  b y  t h e
R e n e wi n g  of  Y o ur  Mi n d

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L DA U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 3 5

G( P art T w o  of  
T w o)

O D  I N T E N D S F O R  E V E R Y  C hris 
ti a n t o b e  tr a nsf or m e d b y  t h e r e n e w 
i n g of  t h eir mi n ds.  I n t his arti cl e  w e  
ar e  c o n cl u di n g  o ur  e x a mi n aii o n  of  

e x a ctl y  h o w  t h e pr o c ess  of  r e n e w al  tr a ns pir es i n 
t h e mi n d  of  t h e b eli e v er.

b y  P ast or  Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k  
M a c o m b,  I L

d e e p-r o ot e d  p att er ns  of  t hi n ki n g, a  w ell- c ulti v at e d  
w a y  of  l o o ki n g at t hi n gs, a n d  d e ali n g  wit h  sit u
ati o ns  ar o u n d  us.  It i n v ol v es c h ar a ct eristi cs  d e e p  
wit hi n  o ur  p ers o n aliti es.  T h er e  will  b e  m a n y  i m
m e di at e  c h a n g es t o b e  s ur e, b ut  t h e c o nti n ui n g  
w or k  of  G o d's  S pirit  wit hi n  us  will  bri n g  a b o ut  
tr a nsf or m ati o n as  e v e n  o ur  * *i n n er  m a n "  b e c o m es  
C hristli k e.I n o ur  first arti cl e  w e  s et f ort h h o w  t h e C hris 

ti a n lif e is a  pr o c ess  of  tr a nsf or m ati o n. E v e n  t h e 
m ost  mir a c ul o us  c o n v ersi o ns  d o  n ot  r ul e o ut  t h e 
pr o gr essi v e  n at ur e  of  C hristi a n  tr a nsf or m ati o n. 
" Att ai ni n g  t o t h e w h ol e  m e as ur e  of  t h e f ull n ess of  
C hrist "  ( E p h. 4: 1 3)  is a  lif eti m e pr oj e ct  of  m at u 
r ati o n. T his  pr o c ess  i n v ol v es tr a nsf or m ati o n of  
o ur  mi n ds  fr o m si nf ul t o s pirit u al. B e c o mi n g  
C hristli k e  d o es  n ot  h a p p e n  o v er ni g ht,  it i n v ol v es

t h e e ast  f or t h e J u d g m e nt of  G o d.
R e v el ati o n  9: 1 3- 1 6  s p e a ks a b o ut  t h e 

l o osi n g of  t h e f o ur a n g els  b o u n d  i n t h e 
E u p hr at es  t h at ar e  pr e p ar e d  f or t h e sl a y
i n g of  t w o h u n dr e d  t h o us a n d t h o us a n d 
( 2 0 0 milli o n)  m e n.

T his  r e mi n ds us  of  w h at  J er e mi a h  s ai d: 
* T h e  sl ai n  of  t h e L O R D  s h all  b e  at  t h at d a y  
fr o m o n e  e n d  of  t h e e art h  e v e n  u nt o  t h e 
ot h er  e n d  of  t h e e art h "  ( 2 5: 3 3). H o w e v er,  
C hristi a ns  will  b e  s a v e d fr o m t h at wr at h.  
As  P a ul  s ai d,  " G o d  h at h  n ot  a p p oi nt e d  us  
t o wr at h,  b ut  t o o bt ai n  s al v ati o n b y  o ur  
L or d  J es us C hrist "  ( 1 T h es.  5: 9).

w o ul d  b e  f o u g ht o v er  a c c ess  t o w at er.  ( All 
t his i nf or m ati o n t a k e n fr o m T h e  Gr e e n 
vill e,  S C  N e ws,  J a n u ar y 1 4, 1 9 9 0,  a n d  
Pr es e nt  D a y  E v e nts,  A ustr ali a.)

T h us  it is v er y  p ossi bl e  t h at t h e e ntir e  
w at er  s u p pl y of  t h e E u p hr at es  Ri v er  c a n  
b e  di v ert e d  fr o m t h e ri v er b e d  i nt o d a ms  
a n d  irri g ati o n c a n als,  a n d  n ot  fl o w at  all.

It is esti m at e d  t h at wit hi n  l ess t h a n 3 0  
y e ars  ( b y 2 0 2 0),  t h e p o p ul ati o n  of  t h e 
t w o-ri v er b asi n  will  d o u bl e  fr o m t h e pr es 
e nt 8 8, 0 0 0, 0 0 0  t o o v er  1 7 5, 0 0 0, 0 0 0.  If 
t his h a p p e ns,  t h e n e e d  f or w at er  t o gr o w  
f o o d will  b e c o m e  e v e n m or e  pr essi n g.  
P er h a ps  as  H uss ei n  s a ys, w at er  will  b e  a  
m aj or  f a ct or i n l ast- d a y e v e nts.  H o w e v er,  
t h e B  i bl e pr e di cts  t h at t h e l a c k of  w at er  i n 
t h e E u p hr at es  will  s er v e t h e p ur p os e  of  
G o d  t o all o w  h u g e  n u m b ers  of  m e n,  p er 
h a ps  2 0 0, 0 0 0, 0 0 0,  t o p o ur  i nt o Isr a el fr o m

J ust  St e p  O ut  a n d  W al k  t h e Aisl e

A c c or di n g  t o R o m a ns  1 2: 2  t his tr a nsf o m ati o n 
is a c c o m plis h e d  b y  t h e r e n e wi n g of  t h e mi n d  of  t h e 
b eli e v er.  I n t his arti cl e w e  will  att e m pt t o b e  
e xtr e m el y  pr a cti c al  i n o ur  dis c ussi o n  of  t h e r e n e w
i n g of  o ur  mi n ds.  It is m y  b eli ef  t h at s o m e i m m a
t ur e C hristi a ns  h a v e  f all e n a w a y fr o m t h e f ait h

E dit or's  N ot e:  T his  arti cl e  is a n  e x c er pt  
fr o m P ast or  M attis o n's  b o o k  o n  pr o p h e c y  
w hi c h  h e  is c urr e ntl y  r e p u blis hi n g.

O z al  pr o mis e d  S yri a  a n d  Ir a q: ' T ur
k e y  will  n e v er  us e  t h e w at ers  of  t h e E u 
p hr at es  as  a  t hr e at.... T his  w as  a  t e c h ni c al 
p e c essit y,  b ut  w e  h a v e  t a k e n all  p ossi bl e  
c ar e  n ot  t o c a us e  a n y  d a m a g e  t o o ur  n ei g h-  
b ors. "

T ur k e y,  S yri a,  a n d  Ir a q us e  t h e w at ers  
of  t h e E u p hr at es  f or irri g ati o n of  cr o ps.  
All  t hr e e c o u ntri es  h a v e  dr a w n  u p  esti 
m at es  of  h o w  m u c h  w at er  t h e y will  n e e d:  
T ur k e y  pl a n ni n g o n 2 7  billi o n  c u bi c  
m et ers;  S yri a,  1 3. 4  billi o n;  a n d Ir a q 1 8  
billi o n,  t ot ali n g 5 8  billi o n  c u bi c  m et ers.  
H o w e v er,  t h e E u p hr at es  o nl y  fl o ws 3 2  
billi o n  c u bi c  m et ers  p er y e ar.  T h e  pl a n n e d  
us a g e  is i m p ossi bl e. T h e  Ti gris  s u p pli es  
4 7  billi o n  c u bi c  m et ers  of  w hi c h  Ir a q is 
usi n g  3 2  billi o n  c u bi c  m et ers.

Ki n g  H uss ei n  ofJ or d a n  r e c e ntl y ( 1 9 9 0) 
pr e di ct e d  t h at t h e n e xt  Mi d dl e  E ast  w ar
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is t h e d e cisi o n  t o br e a k  o ut  of  t h e ol d  r uts 
a n d  p att er ns  of  t hi n ki n g a n d  b e h a vi or.

b e c a us e  t h e y w er e  u n d er  t h e i m pr essi o n 
t h at t h e c h a n g e i n t h eir li v es w o ul d  b e  
t ot al, i nst a nt a n e o us, a n d  c o m pl et e.  T h us  
t h e y w er e  n ot  pr e p ar e d  f or t h e str u g gl e 
wit h  ol d  h a bits  a n d  p att er ns  of  d e cisi o n 
m a ki n g,  m u c h  l ess t o d o, *s pirit u al b attl e. "  
S ur el y  m a n y  ar e  misl e d  i nt o t hi n ki n g t h at 
t h e vi ct or y  is o urs  w h e n  w e  w al k  t h e aisl e.

W h at  h a p p e ns  w h e n  a  p ers o n  a c c e pts  
t h e L or d  as  his  or  h er  S a vi or ?  W h at  li es at  
t h e h e art  of  a  g e n ui n e  c o n v ersi o n ?  S ur el y  
G o d's  S pirit  is at  w or k,  c alli n g  a n d  c o n 
vi cti n g.  S ur el y  t h er e is t h e n e w  "s pirit u al  
birt h "  ti nt t a k es pl a c e  as  a  p ers o n  pl a c es  
his  f ait h i n J es us C hrist,  r e p e nts of  his  
si ns, a n d  is b a pti z e d.  A c c or di n g  t o J o h n 
1: 1 3  w e  ar c  b o m  i nt o G o d's  f a mil y as  a n  
a ct  of  G o d.  A p art  fr o m G o d's  a cti v e  i n
v ol v e m e nt,  n o  p ers o n  c o ul d  b e  s a v e d,  f or 
it is G o d  w h o  f or gi v es o ur  si ns a n d  gi v es  
l h e H ol y  S pirit.

B ut  w h at  e x a ctl y  is it t h at a  p ers o n  c a n  
d o  t o tri g g er t his a cti v e  r es p o ns e b y  t h e 
L or d  G o d ?  Of  c o urs e,  it is t h at a  p ers o n  
pl a c es  his  f ait h i n J es us  C hrist.  A n d  fr o m 
w h er e  d o es  o ur  f ait h aris e ?  Alt h o u g h  w e  
oft e n  s p e a k  of  r e c ei vi n g J es us  C hrisf'i nt o  
o ur  h e arts, "  f ait h is a ct u all y  a n  a cti vit y  of  
t h e b eli e v er's  mi n d.  It is p ur el y  a n d  si m
pl y a d e cisi o n t o b eli e v e  G o d,  t o a ct  
a c c or di n g  t o t h e g os p el.

Br e a k  O ut  of  t h e Ol d  R uts

If  y o u  * v e  e v er  dri v e n  i n fr o z e n s n o w  or  
m u d  y o u  k n o w  a b o ut  t h e p erils  of  dri vi n g  
i n r uts. R uts  ar e  f or m e d i n t h e s n o w or  
m u d  b y  v e hi cl es  tr a v eli n g o v er  t h e s a m e 
p at h,  a n d  it c a n  b e c o m e  diffi c ult  l o br e a k  
o ut  of  t h os e r uts. Si nf ul  t h o u g ht p att er ns  
ar e  m u c h  li k e t h os e r uts o n  a n  ol d  c o u ntr y  
r o a d. W h e n  w e  f oll o w t h e s a m e  p att er n  of  
t hi n ki n g t h e o ut c o m e  will  b e  t h e s a m e—  
si n.  T h e  m or e  w e  r e p e at t h e s a m e  t h o u g hts 
a n d a cti o ns,  t h e m or e  e n gr ai n e d  o ur  b e 
h a vi or  b e c o m es.  A c c e pti n g  J es us C hrist

P ut  Y o ur  H a n d  o n  t h e T el e visi o n  S et,  
a n d  Pr a y  Wit h  M e  ...

S o m eli m es  t his si n g ul ar  a ct  of  t h e mi n d  
is s e p ar at e d  fr o m all  ot h er  d e cisi o ns  as  t h e 
w a y  t o b e  s a v e d.  W e' v e  all  h e ar d  pr e a c h 
ers  s a y, " All y o u  h a v e  t o d o  is b eli e v e  i n 
t h e L or d  J es us C hrist,  a n d y o u  will  b e  
s a v e d. " F ait h  i n J es us C hrist  is a n  a cti o n  
of  t h e mi n d  w hi c h  c a n n ot  st a n d al o n e.  If 
w e  tr ul y b eli e v e  t h at J es us di e d  f or o ur  
si ns, w e  m ust  als o b eli e v e  t h at w e  ar e  
si n n ers, a n d  st a n d i n n e e d  of  f or gi v e n ess. 
W e  r e c o g ni z e t h at w e  ar e  s pirit u all y  d e a d  
a p art  fr o m C hrist,  s e p ar at e d b y  o ur  si ns. 
F ait h  i n C hrist  m ust  iss u e i nt o a cti o n,  f or 
t h e first c o n v erts  i n J er us al e m b eli e v e d,  
b ut  t h e n as k e d, * * W h at s h all w e  d o ? "  
P et er  t ol d t h e m t o r e p e nt ( of l h eir si ns) 
a n d  b e  b a pti z e d.  F ait h  i n C hrist  n e c ess ar 
il y i n v ol v es, t h e n, a d e cisi o n  t o c h a n g e  
o ur  li v es, l o f oll o w t h e t e a c hi n gs of  J es us

C hrist  r at h er t h a n f oll o wi n g o ur  ol d  w a y  
of  lif e.

C hristi a n  b a ptis m u n d ers c or es t his 
pi v ot al  tr utli: " W e  w er e  t h er ef or e b uri e d  
wit h  hi m  t hr o u g h b a ptis m  i nt o d e at h  i n 
or d er  t h at, j ust as  C hrist  w as  r ais e d fr o m 
l h e d e a d  t hr o u g h t h e gl or y  of  t h e F at h er,  
w e  t o o m a y  li v e a  n e w  lif e. . . . F or  w e  
k n o w  t h at o ur  ol d  s elf  w as  cr u cifi e d  wit h  
hi m  s o  t h at t h e b o d y  of  si n mi g ht  b e  d o n e  
a w a y  wit h,  t h at w e  s h o ul d n o  l o n g er b e  
sl a v es t o si n.... I n t h e s a m e w a y,  c o u nt  
y o urs el v es  d e a d  t o si n b ut  ali v e  t o G o d  i n 
C hrist  J es us " ( R o m. 6: 4,  6,  1 1).  A n y  r e
s p o nsi bl e pr es e nt ati o n  of  t h e g os p el  i n
f or ms t h e pr os p e cti v e  c o n v ert t h at l h e 
d e cisi o n  t o a c c e pt  C hrist  is a  d e cisi o n  t o 
c h a n g e  o ur  w a y  of  lif e.

T h e  d e cisi o n  t o pl a c e  o ur  f ait h i n J es us 
C hrist  is t h er ef or e a  si m pl e,  y et  pr of o u n d  
d e cisi o n.lt  is t h e first st e p  i n est a blis hi n g  
a  n e w  w a y  of  lif e. A  p att er n  of  t hi n ki n g 
a n d  d e cisi o n- m a ki n g  d e v el o p e d  o v er  t h e 
c o urs e  of  t h e p ers o n's  lif e h as  b e e n  i nt er
r u pt e d, a n d  h o p ef ull y  br o k e n.  A  d e cisi o n  
h as  b e e n  r e a c h e d w hi c h  will  f or m t h e 
b asis  of  all  f ut ur e d e cisi o ns.  T h e  c o n v ert  
h as  e m b ar k e d  o n  a  n e w  j o ur n e y i n v ol vi n g 
a  n e w  w a y  of  t hi n ki n g a n d  a  n e w  p ers p e c 
ti v e. J es us s ai d, * * N o  m a n  c a n  s er v e t w o 
m ast ers, "  a n d  l h e n e w  b eli e v er  h as  j ust 
c h os e n  a  n e w  M ast er.J ust  as  it w as  n ot  t h e 
e as y  c h oi c e  t o c h o os e  t h e n e w  M ast er,  it 
will  n ot  b e  t h e e as y  c h oi c e  t o r e m ai n l o y al 
t o l h e n e w  M ast er.  As  a  str o n g u n d ert o w  
p ulls  t h e s wi m m er u n d er w at er,  t h e ol d  
p att er ns  of  t hi n ki n g ar e  e ntir el y  c a p a bl e  
of  dr o w ni n g  t h e n e w  b eli e v er.  H e n c e  it is 
vit al  t o ...

T h e  B attl e  f or O ur  T h o u g hts

I n J a m es 1: 1 4, 1 5  w e  fi n d t h e p att er n  of  
t hi n ki n g t h at l e a ds t o si n. Si nf ul  a cti o ns  
a n d  a cti viti es  b e gi n  as  t h o u g hts ar e  pr o c 
ess e d  i n o ur  mi n ds.  T o  br e a k  o ut  of  t h e 
r uts of  si n t h er e m ust  b e  a  tr a nsf or m ati o n 
t h at t a k es pl a c e  i n o ur  mi n ds.  T h e  tr a ns
f or m ati o n b e gi ns wit h  t h e d e cisi o n t o 
b eli e v e  i n J es us C hrist,  b ut  it c o nti n u es  as  
w e  l e ar n t o b eli e v e  i n J es us i n all sit u
ati o ns.  L et's  l o o k at  t h e p att er n  of  t hi n k
i n g t h at l e a ds t o si n:

" E a c h  m a n  is t e m pt e d. * * T e m pt ati o n  is 
a  f a ct of  lif e. T h er e  is n o  w a y  t o a v oi d  all  
t e m pt ati o n. A  m o n k  li vi n g i n a  m o n ast er y  
m a y  n ot  h a v e  t o d e al  wit h  c ert ai n  t e m pt a
ti o ns, y et  t h er e will  b e  ot h ers  h e  will  f a c e 
b e c a us e  of  his  e n vir o n m e nt.  J es us r e c o g
ni z e d  t h at His  f oll o w ers w o ul d  n ot  b e  
d eli v er e d  fr o m t his w orl d  of  si n, a n d  H e  
pr a y e d,  " M y  pr a y er  is n ot  t h at y o u  w o ul d  
t a k e t h e m o ut  of  t h e w orl d  b ut  t h at y o u  
w o ul d  pr ot e ct  t h e m fr o m t h e e vil o n e "  
(J o h n 1 7: 1 5).  It is wis e  t o a v oi d w h at ^ ^  
t e m pt ati o ns w e  c a n,  b ut  it is i m p ossi bl e 
a v oi d  all  t e m pt ati o n. W e  n e e d  t o a c c e pt  
t h e f a ct t h at t e m pt ati o n is a p art  of  l h e 
str u g gl e wit h  si n w e  will  al w a ys  h a v e  t o 
f a c e. T e m pt ati o n  di d  n ot  e n d  f or J es us 
f oll o wi n g t h e e pis o d e  wit h  s at a n i n t h e 
wil d er n ess.  T e m pt ati o ns  w er e  pr es e nt  
e v er y st e p of  t h e w a y,  y et  e v e n i n t h e 
g ar d e n  His  pr a y er  w as,  * * N ot  m y  will,  b ut  
t hi n e b e  d o n e. * *

* * H c is dr a g g e d  a w a y a n d e nti c e d. * *  
J a m es  m a k es  it cl e ar  t h at it is n ot  G o d  w h o  
t e m pts us  wit h  si n.  I n f a ct it is n ot e v e n  t h e 
o bj e ct  its elf w hi c h  t e m pts us.  J a m es s a ys 
it is o ur  o w n  e vil  d esir es  t h at dr a g  us  a w a y  
a n d  e nti c e  us.  I n ot h er  w or ds,  w e  g et  st u c k 
i n t h os e ol d  r uts, p att er ns  of  t hi n ki n g, a n d  
w e  fi n d it h ar d  t o br e a k  fr e e. A  d e cisi o n  t o 
all o w  J es us C hrist  t o b e  t h e L or d  of  o ur  
lif e i n cl u d es all o wi n g  Hi m  t o h a v e  c o n 
tr ol of  l h e a cti vi d cs  of  o ur  mi n ds,  a n d  t his 
m ust  b e  a n  ur g e nt,  c o nti n u al  pr a y er  of  t h e 
b eli e v er.  If t h e n e w  C hristi a n  c o m es t o 
c h ur c h r e g ul arl y, r e a ds his Bi bl e,  a n d —  
pr a ys,  all a p p e ars t o b e  fi n e o ut w ar dl 如 •  
B ut  J es us w a nts  t o g o  t o w or k  o n  o ur

decision.lt
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T h er e' s  a  w orl d  of  

diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  

a b s ol ut e s  a n d  

a b s ol uti s m.

Wi n ni n g  t h e B attl e

D uri n g  t h e st a g es of  t e m pt ati o n t h er e 
is al w a ys  ti m e t o st o p a n d  t hi n k. E v e  h a d  
ti m e t o st o p a n d  c o nsi d er  t h e c o m m a n d 
m e nt  of  t h e L or d.  T h e  y o u n g  b o y  i n o ur  
e arli er  ill ustr ati o n h a d  ti m e t o t hi n k a b o ut  
t h e c o m m a n d of  G o d,  ' T h o u s h alt n ot  
st e al. " T h er e  is al w a ys  ti m e t o st o p a n d  
t hi n k a b o ut t h e c h oi c e b ei n g  m a d e.  A  
g o o d  q u esti o n  t o g et  a  n e w  b eli e v er  o ut  of  
t h e ol d  r ut is, " W h at  w o ul d  J es us  d o  if H e

4
' F n a y t hi n k a b o ut  w h er e  h e  c o ul d  hi d e  it at  

h o m e,  a n d  h o w  h e  c o ul d g et  o ut  of  t h e

N  T HI S  P A S T  P R E SI D E N TI A L  
c a m p ai g n,  e v a n g eli c als  t o o k a b a d  
r a p— a n d  it's ti m e t o s et t h e r e c or d 
str ai g ht.

I h e ar d  it w h e n  a  fri e n d t ol d m e,  “ I h o p e  Bill  
Cli nt o n  wi ns.  T h e n  y o u  p e o pl e  i n t h e R eli gi o us  
Ri g ht  will  g et  w h at's  c o mi n g  t o y o u,  f or tr yi n g t o 
i m p os e y o ur  v al u es  o n  e v er y o n e  els e! * *

W e  h e ar d  t h e s a m e s n e eri n g t o n e e v er y  ti m e

st or e wit h o ut  b ei n g  c a u g ht.  T his  y o u n g  
b o y  is b ei n g  dr a w n  a w a y  a n d  e nti c e d  b y  
his  o w n  t h o u g hts. It is t h e p att er n  of  his  
t h o u g hts t h at is e nsl a vi n g  hi m.

" Aft er d esir e  h as  c o n c ei v e d,  it gi v es  
birt h  t o si n. "  T h e  s m all c ar  h a d  n o  p o w er  
o v er  t his y o u n g  b o y's  a cti o ns. B ut  t h e 
p o w er  of  his  t h o u g hts di d.  O ur  t h o u g ht 
p att er ns  c a n  b e c o m e  j ust li k e d e e p  r uts. 
T h e y  will  al w a ys  l e a d us  d o w n  t h e s a m e 
r o a d u nl ess  w e  t a k e d eli b er at e  a cti o n  t o 
c h a n g e  o ur  c o urs e.  Yi el di n g  o ur  t h o u g hts 
t o J es us C hrist  is j ust t h e a cti o n  w e  n e e d  
t o t a k e. T h es e  ol d  p att er ns  will  n ot  c h a n g e  
o v er ni g ht.  B ut  w e  n e e d  t o u n d erst a n d  t h at 
t h e y c a n  c h a n g e  i n ti m e. J es us  h as  br o k e n  
t h e p o w er  of  si n, a n d  if w e  will  all o w  Hi m  
t o b e  L or d  of  o ur  t h o u g hts, H e'll  s m o ot h 
o ut  t h e r uts.

t h e m e di a  m a d e  b o g e y m e n  o ut  of  P at  R o b erts c xi  
a n d  P at  B u c h a n a n.  T h e y' v e  c a pt ur e d  t h e R e p u b 
li c a n p art y  f or t h e r eli gi o us ri g ht, w e  w er e  t ol d. 
G e or g e  B us h  w as  j ust a  p u p p et  of  C hristi a n  f u n d a
m e nt alists,  w e  w er e  w ar n e d.

T h e  m e di a  w as  pl a yi n g  o n  a  w ell- est a blis h e d  
f e ar i n A m eri c a.  A  G all u p  p oll  f o u n d t h at 5 0  
p er c e nt  of  A m eri c a ns  ar e  w orri e d  a b o ut  f u n d a
m e nt alis m.  W h at  w orri es  t h e m is t h at f u n d a m e n-

d esir es  a n d  m oti v es  a n d  attit u d es,  f or si n 
s pri n gs fr o m d e e p  wit hi n  o ur  mi n ds.  J e
s us s ai d, " A g o o d  tr e e c a n n ot  b e ar  b a d  

t, a n d a b a d  tr e e c a n n ot b e ar  g o o d  
tn  ( M alt. 7: 1 8).
L et usill ustr at e h o w  a  p ers o n  is " dr a w n  

a w a y a n d e nti c e d', b y his o w n  e vil  
t h o u g hts. L et's  s a y a  y o u n g  b o y  is i n a  
st or e a n d  his  m ot h er  all o ws  hi m  t o w al k  
t hr o u g h t h e t o y d e p art m e nt.  H e  w al ks  
d o w n  a n  aisl e  w h er e  h e  s e es a  dis pl a y  of  
s m all c ars.  H e  l o o ks t hr o u g h t h e c ar d  a n d  
fi n ds o n e  h e  w o ul d  l o v e t o a d d t o his  
c oll e cti o n.  B ut  w h e n  h e  l o o ks at  t h e pri c e  
t a g h e  r e ali z es h e  d o es n't  h a v e  e n o u g h  
m o n e y  t o p ur c h as e  it. T h e  b o y  r e ali z es it 
is s m all a n d  h e  c o ul d  pr o b a bl y  st uff  it i n 
his  p o c k et  wit h o ut  b ei n g  c a u g ht,  b ut  h e  
q ui c kl y  d e ci d es  a g ai nst  st e ali n g it. S o  h e  
s ets  o ut  t o fi n d his  m ot h er  t o as k  if s h e  will  
b u y  t h e c ar  f or hi m.

L at er  a n ot h er b o y  is l o o ki n g at t h e 
s a m e dis pl a y  of  s m all c ars.  H e  k n o ws  h e  
d o es n't  h a v e  t h e m o n e y  t o p a y  f or t h e o n e  
h e  w a nts,  b ut  h e  r e ali z es it is s m all  e n o u g h  
t o p ut  i n his  c o at  p o c k et.  H e  t hi n ks a b o ut  
h o w  ni c e  it w o ul d  b e  t o h a v e  t his c ar,  a n d  
h o w  m u c h  f u n h e  w o ul d  h a v e  wit h  it. H e  
t hi n ks a b o ut  s h o wi n g it off  at  s c h o ol. H e

w er e  i n m y  pl a c e ? * *
A v oi d  sit u ati o ns  of  k n o w n  t e m pt ati o n. 

W e  c a n n ot  a v oi d  all  t e m pt ati o n, b ut  w e  
c a n  us u all y  a v oi d  ar e as  of  w e a k n ess,  a n d  
if y o u'r e  s eri o us a b o ut  li vi n g f or J es us 
y o u  will  d o  j ust t h at. I k n o w  of  a  m a n  w h o  
m a d e  a  v o w  t h at h e  w o ul d  n ot  e nt er a  
vi d e o  r e nt al st or e  b e c a us e  of  t h e t e m pt a
ti o n t o r e nt m o vi es  h e  k n e w  h e  s h o ul d n't 
b e  w at c hi n g.  A v oi di n g  t h e vi d e o  st or e 
s a v e d hi m  fr o m m a n y  n e e dl ess  t e m pt a
ti o ns. It w as  a  w a y  t o br e a k  o ut  of  a  si nf ul 
r ut. Ar e  t h er e t e m pt ati o ns t h at y o u  n e e d  t o 
a v oi d ? T o o  oft e n  C hristi a ns  pl a y  wit h  
t e m pt ati o n as  if it w er e  a  g a m e.  If it is a  
g a m e,  it is a  d e a dl y  g a m e:  " Si n,  w h e n  it is 
f ull gr o w n gi v es  birt h  t o d e at h "  (J as. 1: 1 5).

Fi n all y,  m e m ori z e  S cri pt ur e  r el ati n g 
t o y o ur  ar e as  of  w e a k n ess.  R e a d  t h e W or d  
of  G o d,  s e ar c hi n g  f or s cri pt ur es t h at d e al  
wit h  y o ur  ar e a  of  w e a k n ess.  It w o n't  b e  
h ar d  t o fi n d v ers es  t h at d e al  wit hit  s p e cifi
c all y. R e p e at  t h e s cri pt ur e e v er y  m or n 
i n g, a n d  e v er y  h o ur  o n  t h e h o ur.  R e p e at  it 
w h e n e v er  y o u  ar e  b ei n g  t e m pt e d, f or as  
y o u  r e p e at it, G o d's  W or d  is s p e a ki n g t o 
y o u.  Of  c o urs e,  t h e d e cisi o n  will  still b e  
y o urs.  F or  t h os e w h o  ar e s eri o us a b o ut  
li vi n g f or C hrist,  t h e a ns w er  li es i n b ei n g  
tr a nsf or m e d ... b y  t h e r e n e wi n g of  y o ur 
mi n d. * * h
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( P art T hr e e  
of  T hr e e)

b y  P ast or  Fr a n cis  B ur n ett  
B ell e  Pl ai n e,  I A

m e a n  w e  ar e  a bs ol utist  i n o ur  m e nt alit y.
A  b eli ef  i n a bs ol ut es  si m pl y  m e a ns  w e  

b eli e v e  t h er e is a  cr e at e d  or d er;  t h at t h er e 
ar e  virt u es — li k e c o ur a g e,  f ortit u d e, a n d  
p ati e n c e — w hi c h  ar e  m or all y  o bli g at or y;  
t h at t h er e ar e n or m ati v e p att er ns  f or 
m arri a g e,  b usi n ess,  a n d  g o v er n m e nt.

I n s h ort, w e  b eli e v e  t h at t h er e ar c  l a ws 
f or h u m a n  b e h a vi or  j ust as  t h er e ar e  l a ws 
f or t h e p h ysi c al  w orl d.

B eli e vi n g  t h es e t hi n gs d o es n't  m a k e  
y o u  a n  a bs ol utist  a n y  m or e  t h a n b eli e vi n g  
i n gr a vit y  d o es.  A n d  if I tr y t o p ers u a d e  
y o u  of  a  m or al  l a w, I' m n ot  "i m p osi n g  m y  
vi e ws "  a n y  m or e  t h a n if I t e a c h y o u  t h e 
eff e cts  of  gr a vit y.

B e c a us e  p c o pl cf ail  t o u n d erst a n d t h es e 
t hi n gs, C hristi a ns  ar e  gi v e n  a  b a d  r a p i n 
t o d a y's p oliti c al  cli m at e.  E v er y  Li m e  w e  
r ais e a  m or al  iss u e i n t h e p u bli c  ar e n a,  w e  
ar c  sl a p p e d d o w n,  s c ol d e d f or b ei n g  bi g 
ots,  a n d  a c c us e d  of  i m p osi n g o ur  v al u es.

M a y b e  it,s ti m e t o t a k e o ur  n ei g h b ors

U N D E R S T A N DI N G  T H E  A P O S T L E  P A U L

It is i m p ort a nt t o t a k e n ot e  t h at P a ul  di vi d e d  t h e 
p ers o ns  of  t h e w orl d  i nt o t hr e e di visi o ns:  t h e 
J e ws, G e ntil es,  a n d t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  
1 0: 3 2).  P a ul  w as  b o m  a  J e w, a ct u all y  a n  Isr a elit e 
i n t h e f ull m e a ni n g  of  t h e iss u e— a n d  s p e cifi c all y  
of  t h e tri b e of  B e nj a mi n.  " Cir c u m cis e d  t h e ei g ht h  
d a y,  of  t h e sl o c k of  Isr a el, of  t h e tri b e of  B e n 
j a mi n, a n  H e br e w  of  t h e H e br e ws;  as  t o u c hi n g t h e 
l a w, a  P h aris e e;  c o n c er ni n g  z e al,  p ers e c uti n g  t h e 
c h ur c h  ..( P hil. 3: 5,  6 a,  KJ V).  P a ul  l o v e d his  
h erit a g e  a n d w as  fi g hti n g f or it w h e n  h e  w as  
c all e d  of  G o d  f or a n ot h er  p ur p os e.  u F or  y o u  h a v e  
h e ar d  of  m y  pr e vi o us  w a y  of  lif e i n J u d ais m,  h o w  
i nt e ns el y I p ers e c ut e d  t h e c h ur c h  of  G o d  a n d  tri e d 
t o d estr o y  it. I w as  a d v a n ci n g  i n J u d ais m  b e y o n d  
m a n y  J e ws of  m y  o w n  a g e  a n d w as  e xtr e m el y  
z e al o us f or t h e tr a diti o ns of  m y  f at h ers " ( G al.

l alists a ct u all y  b eli e v e  i n m or al  a bs ol ut es.  
W h y  d o cs  t h at s e n d a  c hill  d o w n  p e o pl e's  
b a c ks ?  B e c a us e  山 e y  h a v e  c o nf us e d  b e-  
li cfi n a bs ol ut es  wit h  a bs ol utis ” 一 a  ri gi d 
m e nt alit y  t h at is i nfl e xi bl e, i n ati o n al, a n d  
h ostil e.

B ut  t h er e's a  w orl d  of  diff er e n c e  b e 
t w e e n a bs ol ut es  a n d  a bs ol utis m.

T his  is a  criti c al  p oi nt  f or us  t o gr as p.  
Y o u  s e e, e v er y  ti m e y o u  t a c k "is m "  o nt o  
a  t er m, y o u  c h a n g e  its m e a ni n g.  T hi n k  of  
t h e w or d  i n di vi d u al— a  g o o d  w or d,  s u g
g esti n g  i n di vi d u al di g nit y  a n d  w ort h.  B ut  
i n di vi d u al's” 】 d e n ot es s o m et hi n g alt o 
g et h er  diff er e nt — a n e g oisti c m e nt alit y  
t h at p uts  i n di vi d u al i nt er ests a b o v e  e v er y 
t hi n g els e.

T hi n k  ofs o m c ot h er e x a m pl cs: T h er e's  
a h u g e  diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  m at eri al  a n d  
m at eri alis m,  b et w e e n  h u m a n  a n d  h u m a n 
is m, b et w e e n  f e mi ni n e a n d  f e mi nis m.

S o  C hristi a ns  o u g ht  t o b ol dl y  m ai nt ai n  
t h e r e alit y of  a bs ol ut es.  B ut  t h at d o es n't

C o pi e d  fr o m Br e a k  P oi nt,  Pris o n  F ell o w 
s hi p, N o v e m b er  6,  1 9 9 2.  Us e d  wit h  p er 
missi o n.

o n e  b y  o n e  a n d  e x pl ai n  w h at  v al u es  ar e  i n 
t h e first pl a c e.  V al u es  ar e n't b as e d  o n  
pri v at e  c o n vi cti o ns w hi c h  w e  tr y t o i m
p os e  o n  o ur  f ell o w citi z e ns. V al u es  ar e  
b as e d  o n  o bj e cti v e  tr ut hs a b o ut  t h e cr e-[  
at e d  or d er,  a n d  w e  s e ar c h t h e m o ut  t h e 
s a m e w a y  w e  s e ar c h o ut  s ci e ntifi c l a ws.

S o  n e xt  ti m e s o m e o n e a c c us es  y o u  of  
b ei n g  a n  a bs ol utist,  e x pl ai n  t h e diff er e n c e  
b et w e e n  a bs ol ut es a n d a bs ol u Us * Y o u  
m a y  e v e n  w a nt  t o c all  i n f or a  tr a ns cri pt of  
t his c o m m e nt ar y  t o h el p  y o u  m a k e  y o ur  
c as e.

If  y o u  d e m o nstr at e  a  l o vi n g a n d  p ati e nt  
attit u d e w hil e  y o u'r e  t al ki n g, y o u  will  
pr o v e  b y  y o ur  o w n  a cti o n  t h at b eli e vi n g  i n 
a bs ol ut es  d o es n't  m a k e  y o u  a n  a bs ol utist.

1: 1 3,  1 4,  NI V).  T h at  f ait h w as  s h o w n w h e n  P a ul  
st o o d b ef or e  Ki n g  A gri p p a  a n d  s ai d, ' T h e y h a v e  
k n o w n  m e  f or a  l o n g ti m e a n d  c a n  t estif y, if t h e y 
ar e  willi n g,  t h at a c c or di n g  t o t h e stri ct est s e ct of  
o ur  r eli gi o n, I li v e d as  a  P h aris e e.  A n d  n o w  it is 
b e c a us e  of  m y  h o p e  i n w h at  G o d  h as  pr o mis e d  o ur  
f at h ers t h at I a m  o n  (ri al t o d a y. T his  is t h e pr o mis e  
o ur  t w el v e tri b es ar e  h o pi n g  t o s e e  f ulfill e d as  t h e y 
e ar n estl y  s er v e G o d  d a y  a n d  ni g ht.  O  ki n g,  it is 
b e c a us e  of  t his h o p e  t h at t h e J e ws  ar e  a c c usi n g  m e.  
W h y  s h o ul d a n y  of  y o u  c o nsi d er  it i n cr e di bl e t h at 
G o d  r ais es t h e d e a d ? ”  ( A cts 2 6: 5- 8,  NI V.)

B e c a us e  of  s u c h  d e di c ati o n,  G o d  k n e w  t h e ki n d  
of  e v a n g elist  t h at P a ul  w o ul d  b e c o m e  i n t a ki n g t h e 
g os p el  t o lit er all y t h o us a n ds of  p ers o ns.  T h e  st or y 
of  P a ul's  c o n v ersi o n is f o u n d i n A cts,  c h a pt er  
ni n e.  D uri n g  t h at e v e nt, P a ul  m et  a  m a n  n a m e d( ^  
A n a ni as  w h o  a ct e d  as  t h e m e di at or  b et w e e n  G o d



T H E  R E S Trr U TI O N  H E R A L DA U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 3 9

I sr a el, t h e n ati o n,  
i s s e p ar at e  fr o m 

t h e c h ur c h.

G o d "  i n C hrist  J es us.  It w as  t h e s a m e  ki n d  
of  s al v ati o n t h at P a ul  w as  ass ur e d  of  r e
c ei vi n g.

I n li g ht of  t h at w hi c h  h as  b e e n  pr e 
s e nt e d, l et us  e x a mi n e  s o m e of  t h e p as 
s a g es  t h at s e e m  t o b e  diffi c ult  t o i nt er pr et, 
t h at is, t o s e p ar at e  t h e c h ur c h  fr o m Isr a el. 
I n R o m a ns  2: 2 8, 2 9,  P a ul  writ es,  " A  m a n  
is n ot  a  J e w if h e  is o nl y  o n e  o ut w ar dl y,  
n or  is cir c u m cisi o n  m er el y  o ut w ar d  a n d  
p h ysi c al "  ( N T V). S o m e  tr y t o s h o w fr o m 
t his t h at t h e J e ws  j ust m a d e  a n  o ut w ar d  
si g n of  t h eir r eli gi o n a n d t h er ef or e f or
f eit e d t h eir ri g ht t o G o d's  pr o mis es  f or 
t h e m. L et  us  b e  f air i n l o o ki n g at  t h os e 
w or ds.  C ert ai nl y,  t h er e w er e  m a n y  i n Isr a el 
t h at di d  n ot  li v e "fr o m  t h e h e art "  b ut  o nl y  
U o ut w a ^ dl y., ^  H o w  m a n y  pr of essi n g  C hris 
ti a ns d o  y o u  k n o w  t h at " m a k e  a  s h o w "  of  
t h eir C hristi a nit y  ?  If  P a ul  w as  h er e  a m o n g  
o ur  c h ur c h es ( c o n gr e g ati o ns) t o d a y, h e  
w o ul d  b e  o bli g e d  t o writ e  i n t h e s a m e 
m a n n er  a b o ut pr es e nt- d a y  C hristi a nit y.  
Y es!  M a n y  Isr a elit es w er e  li vi n g t o i m
pr ess  ot h ers,  n ot  G o d.  T h e y  h a d  n ot  b e e n  
f ait hf ul, as  A br a h a m  t h eir f or ef at h er, a n d  
t his is w h y  G o d  g a v e  t h e n ati o n  a  bill  of  
s e p ar ati o n.  A n d  H e  ( G o d) e v e n  wit h dr e w  
t h e H ol y  S pirit  fr o m t h e T e m pl e,  a n d  
t h er ef or e fr o m Isr a el. H e  c a us e d t h e n a 
ti o n t o d o  wit h o ut  a  ki n g  si n c e t h e ti m e of  
Z e d e ki a h.  P a ul  k n e w  a n d d esir e d  t h at 
t h os e of his  ti m e w o ul d  gi v e  t h eir h e arts  t o 
J es us as  h e  h a d  d o n e.

T h e n  i n R o m a ns  9: 2 5- 2 9,  w e  h a v e  t h e 
r ef er e n c e fr o m Ol d  T est a m e nt  pr o p h ets  
t h at h as  t o d o  wit h  s al v ati o n.  " W h at  if h e  
di d  t his t o m a k e  t h e ri c h es of  his  gl or y  
k n o w n  t o t h e o bj e cts  of his  m er c y,  w h o m  
h e  pr e p ar e d  i n a d v a n c e  f or gl or y ―  v e n  
us,  w h o m  h e  als o c all e d,  n ot  o nl y  fr o m t h e 
J e ws  b ut  als o  fr o m t h e G e ntil es ? "  ( R o m. 
9: 2 3,  2 4,  NI V.)  O n e  m ust  e x a mi n e t h e 
w h ol e  of  c h a pt er ni n e. It b e gi ns  wit h  
"s p e a ki n g t h e tr ut h i n C hrist/ *  h a vi n g  
s orr o w a n d  a n g uis h  f or u t h os e of  m y  o w n  
r a c e, t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el”  ( R o m. 9: 1- 4,  
NI V).  I n c o nti n ui n g,  P a ul  wr ot e,  u F or  n ot  
all w h o  ar e d es c e n d e d  fr o m Isr a el ar e  
Isr a el. N or  . . . ar e t h e y all A br a h a m's  
c hil dr e n.  O n  t h e c o ntr ar y,  'It is t hr o u g h 
Is a a c t h at y o ur  offs pri n g  will  b e  r e c k
o n e d,'  ... It is t h e c hil dr e n  of  t h e pr o mis e  
w h o  ar e  r e g ar d e d as  A br a h a m's  offs pri n g.

w hi c h  C hrist  h at h  n ot  wr o u g ht  b y  m e,  t o 
m a k e  t h e G e ntil es  o b e di e nt,  b y  w or d  a n d  
d e e d,  t hr o u g h mi g ht y  si g ns a n d  w o n d ers,  
b y  t h e p o w er  of  t h e S pirit  of  G o d;  s o t h at 
fr o m J er us al e m, a n d r o u n d a b o ut u nt o  
Ill yri c u m, I h a v e  f ull y pr e a c h e d  t h e g os 
p el of  C hrist "  ( R o m. 1 5: 1 8, 1 9). His  
pr e a c hi n g  d e cl ar e d,  "I h a v e  b e e n  cr u ci 
fi e d wit h  C hrist  a n d  I n o  l o n g er li v e, b ut  
C hrist  li v es i n m e .. .n  ( G al. 2: 2 0,  NI V).

P a ul  w as  c all e d  t o t e a c h t h e G e ntil es.  
T his  w as  cl e arl y  est a blis h e d  at  a  m e eti n g  
i n J er us al e m of  t h e a p ostl es  a n d  el d ers,  
i n cl u di n g P a ul  a n d P et er.  " Si m e o n h as  
t ol d h o w  it first h a p p e n e d  t h at G o d  t o o k 
n oti c e  of  t h e G e ntil es,  t o c h o os e fr o m 
a m o n g  t h e m a p e o pl e  t o b e ar  his  n a m e;

a n d t his a gr e es wit h  t h e w or ds  of  t h e 
pr o p h ets,  as  S cri pt ur e  h as  it... t h at t h e y 
m a y  s e e k t h e L or d — all  t h e r est of  m a n 
ki n d, a n d t h e G e ntil es,  w h o m  I h a v e  
cl ai m e d  f or m y  o w n.  T h us  s a ys t h e L or d,  
w h os e  w or k  it is, m a d e  k n o w n  l o n g a g o "  
( A cts 1 5: 1 4- 1 8,  N E B).  H er e  is o n e  st at e 
m e nt  of  G o d  c o n c er ni n g  t h os e p ers o ns:  U I 
r e v e al e d m ys elf  t o t h os e w h o  di d  n ot  as k  
f or m e;  I w as  f o u n d b y  t h os e w h o  di d  n ot  
s e e k m e.  T o  a  n ati o n  t h at di d  n ot  c all  o n  
m y  n a m e  ... " (Is a. 6 5: 1,  N F V).  O n c e  
c o n v ert e d  t o J es us,  P a ul's  gr e at est  d esir e  
w as  t h at all  s h o ul d  c o m e  t o k n o w  J es us  as  
h e  di d.  His  z e al  f or J es us  aft er  c o n v ersi o n  
w as  e q u all y  as  gr e at  as  it w as  pr e vi o usl y  
w h e n  h e  " p ers e c ut e d  t h e c h ur c h  of  G o d. "  
Y E T,  u M y  h e art's  d esir e  a n d pr a y er  t o 
G o d  f or t h e Isr a elit es is t h at t h e y m a y  b e  
s a v e d' * ( R o m. 1 0: 1,  NI V).  I n r e alit y, P a ul  
w ell  k n e w  t h e t e a c hi n g of  t h e pr o p h ets  
t h at G o d  h a d  pr o mis e d  t h e r est or ati o n of  
Isr a el as a n ati o n  wit h  J es us as ki n g.  
R e m e m b er  t h e w or ds  of  t h e a n g el  t o M ar y:  
* * H e  s h all r ul e o v er  t h e h o us e  of  J a c o b 
f or e v er. " T h e  s al v ati o n  t h at P a ul  d esir e d  
f or t h e Isr a elit es w as  t h e " hi g h  c alli n g  of

a n d  P a ul.  It w as  t o A n a ni as  t h at G o d  s ai d, 
" T his m a n  is m y  c h os e n i nstr u m e nt t o 

flj h n y m y  n a m e  b ef or e  t h e G e ntil es  a n d  
t h eir ki n gs  a n d b ef or e  t h e p e o pl e  of  Is
r a el " ( A cts 9: 1 5,  NI V.)

Y et  P a ul  c o ul d n ot  f or g et his  o w n  
p e o pl e,  t h e J e ws. I n his  w o n d erf ul  d e cl a 
r ati o n t o t h e br et hr e n  i n R o m e,  h e  s ai d,  "I  
a m  n ot  as h a m e d  of  t h e g os p el  of  C hrist  
...t o t h e J e w first, a n d als o t o t h e 
G e ntil es, ^  ( R o m. 1: 1 6).  T his  is v erifi e d  as  
o n e  f oll o ws P a ul's  mi nistr y  writt e n  i n t h e 
B o o k,  of  A cts,  w hi c h  s h o ws  t h at w h er e v er  
h e  tr a v el e d h e  w e nt  first t o a  s y n a g o g u e.  
His  y e ar ni n g  f or his  o w n  p e o pl e  w as  s o 
gr e at  t h at h e  d e cl ar e d,  "I  h a v e  gr e at  s or
r o w a n d  u n c e asi n g  a n g uis h  i n m y  h e art,  
f ori c o ul d  wis h  t h at I m ys elf  w er e  c urs e d  
a n d  c ut  off  fr o m C hrist  f or t h e s a k e  of  m y  
br ot h ers,  t h os e of  m y  o w n  r a c e, t h e p e o pl e  
of  Isr a el " ( R o m. 9: 2- 4 a,  NI V).  A n d  P a ul  
s h o w e d  t h at his  " o w n  p e o pl e "  di d  h a v e  a n  
a d v a nt a g e  o v er  a n d  a b o v e  e v er y o n e  els e.  
" W h at  a d v a nt a g e,  t h e n, is t h er e i n b ei n g  a  
J e w, or  w h at  v al u e  is t h er e i n cir c u m ci 
si o n ?  M u c h  i n e v er y  w a y ! First  of  all,  t h e y 

^ a a v e  b e e n  e ntr ust e d  wit h  t h e v er y  w or ds  
G o d.  W h at  if s o m e di d  n ot  h a v e  f ait h ?

Will  t h eir l a c k of  f ait h n ullif y  G o d's  f ait h
f ul n ess ? N ot  at  all! "  ( R o m. 3: 1 - 4 a, NI V.)  
T his  e x alt ati o n  is f urt h er e m p h asi z e d  i n 
t h es e w or ds:  " T h e y ar e Isr a elit es: t h e y 
w er e  m a d e  G o d's  s o ns;  t h eirs is t h e s pl e n
d o ur  of  t h e di vi n e  pr es e n c e,  t h eirs t h e 
c o v e n a nts,  t h e l a w, t h e t e m pl e w ors hi p,  
a n d t h e pr o mis es.  T h eirs  ar e t h e p atri 
ar c hs,  a n d  fr o m t h e m, i n n at ur al  d es c e nt,  
s pr a n g t h e M essi a h.  M a y  G o d,  s u pr e m e 
a b o v e all, b e  bl ess e d  f or e v er! A m e n "  
( R o m. 9: 4,  5,  N E B).

W e  h a v e  pr es e nt e d  all t h es e t e xts t o 
s h o w P a ul's  d e e p  f e eli n g f or his  o w n  
p e o pl e,  t h e Isr a elit es. Y es,  P a ul  c all e d  
t h e m b y  t h at n a m e.  " M e n  of  Isr a el, a n d  y e  
t h at f e ar G o d,  gi v e a u di e n c e " ( A cts 
1 3 ： 1 6 b).  Y E T  P a ul  w ell  k n e w  w h at  his  
c alli n g e nt ail e d. 4, B ut  w e  pr e a c h  C hrist  
cr u cifi e d, u nt o  t h eJ e ws a st u m bli n g bl o c k,  
a n d  u nt o  t h e Gr e e ks  f o olis h n ess; b ut  u nt o  
t h e m w hi c h  ar e c all e d, b ot h  J e ws a n d  
Gr e e ks,  C hrist  t h e p o w er  of  G o d,  a n d  t h e 

■ pis d o m  of  G o d ”  ( 1 C or.  1 : 2 3, 2 4). H e  di d
g o  pri m aril y  t o t h e G e ntil es.  " F or  I will  
n ot  d ar e  t o s p e a k of  a n y  of  t h os e t hi n gs
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T h e  c h ur c h  
c a n n ot  cl ai m  a n y  

p art  of  I sr a el' s 
pr o mi s e s  fr o m 

G o d.

h a v e  c h os e n  y o u  a n d h a v e  n ot  r ej e ct e d 
y o u "  (Is a. 4 1: 8, 9,  NI V).  P a ul  wr ot e  t o t h e 
C ori nt hi a ns  a b o ut  Isr a efs l a c k of  s e ei n g  
a n d  u n d erst a n di n g.  " B ut  t h eir mi n ds  w er e  
m a d e  d ull,  f or t o t his d a y  t h e s a m e v eil  
r e m ai ns w h e n  t h e ol d  c o v e n a nt  is r e a d. It 
h as  n ot  b e e n  r e m o v e d, b e c a us e  o nl y  i n 
C hrist  is it t a k e n a w a y.  E v e n  t o t his d a y  
w h e n  M os es  is r e al, a v eil  c o v ers t h eir 
h e arts.  B ut  w h e n e v er  a n y o n e  t ur ns t o t h e 
L or d,  t h e v eil  is t a k e n a w a y M  ( 2 C or.  3: 1 4-  
1 6,  NI V).  Pr e vi o usl y  w e  h a v e  t w o i m p or
t a nt p oi nts  v erifi e d:  (l) G o d di d  n ot  r ej e ct 
His  p e o pl e,  a n d ( 2) t h er e is a r e m n a nt 
c h os e n  b y  gr a c e.

As  w e  c o nti n u e i n R o m a ns  el e v e n,  
v ers es  1 l- 1 3 a, it is v er y  e vi d e nt  j ust h o w  
m u c h  Isr a el w as  o n  t h e mi n d  of  P a ul.  
" A g ai n  I as k,  Di d  t h e y st u m bl e  s o  as  t o f all 
b e y o n d  r e c o v er y ? N ot  at  all!...  s al v ati o n  
h as  c o m e t o t h e G e ntil es  t o m a k e  Isr a el 
e n vi o us.  B utif ... t h eir l oss m e a ns  ri c h es

f or t h e G e ntil es,  h o w  m u c h  gr e at er  ri c h es 
will  t h eir f ull n ess bri n g!  I a m  t al ki n g t o 
y o u  G e ntil es. " P a ul  ar g u e d  all  t h e ti m e f or 
Isr a el, w hil e  r e ali zi n g t h e y w er e  bli n d  t o 
a c c e pti n g  t h eir M essi a h.

B ut  t a k e n ot e  of  t h es e w or ds:  "If  t h e 
p art  of  t h e d o u g h  off er e d  as  firstfr uits is 
h ol y,  t h e n t h e w h ol e  b at c h  is h ol y;  if t h e 
r o ot is h ol y,  s o ar e  t h e br a n c h es "  ( R o m. 
1 1: 1 6,  NI V).  T h e  " d o u g h "  r ef ers t o off er 
i n gs m a d e  i n Isr a el's w ors hi p.  " T h e first 
fr uits of  d o u g h "  a n d "t h e r o ot " r ef er t o 
A br a h a m  a n d  t h e ot h er  p atri ar c hs,  Is a a c 
a n d J a c o b. ( S e e P a ul's  str ess o n  "t h e  
f at h ers0  i n R o m a ns  9: 5  a n d 1 1 : 2 8.) “ T h e  
w h ol e  l u m p a n d  br a n c h es  r ef er t o G o d's  
p e o pl e,  Isr a el, w h o  h a v e  c o m e  fr o m t h e 
p atri ar c hs. ... T his  is a  l e g al h oli n ess  f or 
t h e gr o u p  b y  virt u e  of  t h eir b ei n g  G o d's  
c h os e n  p e o pl e. *, 3  P a ul  h a d  alr e a d y  writt e n  
t h at t h e "tr a ns gr essi o n "  of  Isr a el m e a nt

... * 1 will  h a v e  m er c y  o n  w h o m  I h a v e  
m er c y.' ... It d o es  n ot,  t h er ef or e, d e p e n d  
o n  m a n's  d esir e  or  eff ort,  b ut  o n  G o d's  
m er c y. "  ( R o m. 9: 6- 1 6,  NI V.)  Fi n all y  i n 
c h a pt er ni n e,  P a ul  q u ot es fr o m Is ai a h 
8: 1 4  a n d  2 8: 1 6  s h o wi n g Isr a el's d o w n 
f all.

T h e  pr e vi o us  q u ot es  fr o m H os e a  a n d  
Is ai a h d o  n ot  i n a n y  w a y  v erif y  t h at G o d  
is f ors a ki n g His  pr o mis e  t o Isr a el p ert ai n 
i n g t o t h eir r e d e m pti o n. P a ul  w as  s h o w
i n g t h at G o d  " will h a v e  m er c y  o n  w h o m  
[ H e will]  h a v e  m er c y. "  A g ai n,  t his is w h y  
P a ul  d esir e d  Lli at  Isr a el mi g ht  * * b c  s a v e d " 
i n CiiristJ cs us.lt  w as  f ar b ett er  t h a n e v e n  
w h at  will  b e  t h eirs al  t h e ti m e of  r c g at h cr- 
i n g. W e  will  f urtli er l o o k at t his i n t h e 
c o n cl usi o n.

O n e  s e cti o n of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at h as  
p u z zl e d m a n y  is R o m a ns  el e v e n. W e  
q u ot e:  " C h a pt ers  9- 1 1 ar e  dis p c ns ati o n al  
a n d e x pl ai n t o us  G o d *s  d e ali n gs  wit h  
'J e w' a n d  ' G e ntil e.' "  T h e  J e w is f or t h e 
li m e b ei n g  s et asi d e,  * u ntil  t h e f ul n ess of  
t h e G e ntil es  b e  c o m e  i n,' a n d  d uri n g  t his 
p eri o d ' bli n d n ess [ h ar d n ess] i n p art  is 
h a p p e n e d  t o Isr a el * * * ( 1 1: 2 5) ? L et  us  n ot  
g et  dist ur b e d  a b o ut  t h e w or d  " dis p e ns a 
ti o n, " f or it is f o u n d i n G o d's  d e ali n g  willi  
t h e p e o pl e  of  t h e w orl d  si n c e cr e ati o n.  
Dis p e ns ati o n  is d efi n e d  as  , *t h e ol o g y,4  t h e 
di vi n e  or d eri n g  of  t h e aff airs  of  t h e w orl d.  
A n  a p p oi nt m e nt or  arr a n g e m e nt as b y  
G o d'  " 2 A  g o o d  e x a m pl e  of  s u c h  " or d er "  
is f o u n d i n 2  P et er  3,  w h er e  t h e t hr e e 
A G E S  ar e  d es cri b e d — b ef or e  t h e fl o o d, 
t h e a g e  n o w,  a n d  t h e a g e  t o c o m e.  A  m aj or  
p oi nt  i n R o m a ns  el e v e n is i n v ers e  o n e:  
" Di d  G o d  r ej e ct his  p e o pl e ?  B y  n o  m e a ns ! " 
P a ul  c o nti n u e d  t o s h o w G o d's  m er c y  i n 
writi n g,  * * S o  t o o, at  t h e pr es e nt  ti m e t h er e 
is a  r e m n a nt c h os e n  b y  gr a c e.  ... W h at  
t h e n ? W h at  Isr a el s o u g ht s o e ar n estl y  it 
di d  n ot  o bt ai n,  b ut  t h e el e ct di d. T h e  
ot h ers  w er e  h ar d e n e d,  as it is writt e n. "  
( R o m. 1 1: 1- 8,  NI V.)

It is i m p ort a nt t o r e c o g ni z e t h at Isr a el 
h a d  b e e n  bli n d  t o t h e w a ys  of  G o d  f or 
h u n dr e ds  of  y e ars.  " H e ar,  y o u  d e af;  l o o k, 
y o u  bli n d,  a n d  s e e! W h o  is bli n d  b ut  m y  
s er v a nt, a n d d e af  li k e t h e m ess e n g er  I 
s e n d ? "  (Is a. 4 2: 1 8, 1 9,  NI V.)  T h e  a ns w er  
as  t o w h o m  t h e s er v a nt  is c a n  b e  f o u n d i n 
t h es e w or ds:  " B ut  y o u,  O  Isr a el, m y  s er
v a nt  ...I s ai d, * Y o u  ar e  m y  s er v a nt *; I

H ri c h es f or t h e G e ntil es. "  H e  t h e n br o u g ht  
i n t h e e x a m pl e  of  t h e oli v e  tr e e, t elli n g t h e 
br et hr e n  t h at t h e G e ntil es  w er e  gr aft e d  
i nt o t h e n at ur al  tr e e a n d  w er e  k n o w n  as  
" wil d oli v e  s h o ot. " H e  w ar n e d  t h e G e n ・  

til es n ot  t o b o ast:  " D o  n ot  b o ast o v er  t h os e 
br a n c h es.  If  y o u  d o,  c o nsi d er  t his: Y o u  d o  
n ot  s u p p ort  t h e r o ot, b ut  t h e r o ot s u p p orts  
y o u. ... B ut  t h e y w er e  br o k e n  off  b e c a us e  
of  u n b eli ef,  a n d  y o u  st a n d  b y  f ait h. D o  n ot  
b e  arr o g a nt,  b ut  b e  afr ai d. ... C o nti n u e  i n 
his  ki n d n ess.  Ot h er wis e,  y o u  als o  will  b e  
c ut  off  ( R o m. 1 1: 1 8- 2 2,  NI V).

Si n c e  t h e r o ot is A br a h a m  a n d  e v e nt u 
all y  Isr a el, w e  m ust  u n d erst a n d  t h at t h e 
pr o mis e  f or t h e c h ur c h  w hi c h  c a m e  fr o m 
A br a h a m  is t hr o u g h J es us  t h e C hrist.  ' Fi e 
pr o mis es  w er e  s p o k e n  t o A br a h a m  a n d  t o 
his  s e e d. T h e  S cri pt ur e  d o es  n ot  s a y , a n d 
t o s e e ds/  m e a ni n g  m a n y  p e o pl e,  b ut' a n d  
t o y o ur  s e e d, *  m e a ni n g  o n e  p ers o n,  w h o  is 
C hrisf *  ( G al. 3: 1 6,  NI V).  A g ai n,  w e  h a v e  
t o g o  b a c k  t o P a ul's  d e cl ar ati o n  t h at " a  
r e m n a nt c h os e n  b y  gr a c e "  h a d  c o m e  o ut  
of  t h e Isr a elit es. S o!  W e  m ust  a p pl y  t h e 
s a m e t o t h e G e ntil es,  n o w  b ei n g  gr aft e d  
i nt o t h e oli v e  tr e e. It is o nl y  b y  t h e gr a c e  
of  G o d  t h at s al v ati o n w as  m a d e  p ossi bl e  
f or t h e G e ntil es.  " F or t h e gr a c e  of  
t h at bri n gs  s al v ati o n h as  a p p e ar e d  t o all  
m e n ,* ( Tit us 2: 1 1,  NI V).  T h e  G e n di es  
w er e  br o u g ht  i nt o a  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  G o d  
t hr o u g h J es us C hrist.  G o d  h a d  pr o mis e d  
A br a h a m  t h at u all  p e o pl es  o n  e art h  will  b e  
bl ess e d  t hr o u g h y o u ”  ( G e n. 1 2: 3 b,  NI V).  
P a ul  wr ot e  i n t h e G al ati a n  l ett er, c h a pt er  
t hr e e, t h at t h e c o v e n a nt  m a d e  wit h  A br a 
h a m  w as  gi v e n  4 3 0  y e ars  b ef or e  t h e gi v 
i n g of  t h e l a w. T h at  c o v e n a nt,  wr ot e  P a ul,  
w as  m a d e  wit h  " y o ur  s e e d, m e a ni n g  o n e  
p ers o n,  w h o  is C hrist. "  T h e  c h ur c h  w as  
n ot  c all e d  o ut  of  Isr a el or  a n y  p art  of  t h e 
c o v e n a nt  m a d e  wit h  A br a h a m  e x c e pt  t h e 
p art  w h er e  t h e w orl d  w o ul d  b e  bl ess e d.  
T h e  c h ur c h c a n n ot cl ai m a n y p art  of  
Isr a el's pr o mis es  fr o m G o d.  I n f a ct, t h e 
p ositi o n  f or t h e c h ur c h  e v e n  n o w  is m u c h  
gr e at er  i n t h at t h e c h ur c h  h as  b e e n  c o m 
missi o n e d  t o t e a c h p e o pl e  i n all n ati o ns  
t h e w a y  of  s al v ati o n.  A n d  i n t h e f ut ur e t h e 
c h ur c h's  p ositi o n  will  b e  m u c h  gr e at er  
t h a n t h at of  Isr a el.

N o w  l et's l o o k at  t h e t h o u g ht of  E p h( ^ ^  
si a ns 2: 1 1,  1 2.  S o m e  us e  t his s e cti o n t u * 

cl ai m a p art  i n t h e pr o mis es  t o Isr a el.

CiiristJcsus.lt
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A n d  i n t h e f ut ur e 
t h e c h ur c h' s  

p o siti o n  will  b e  
m u c h  gr e at er  

t h a n t h at of  I sr a el.

J es us. W h e n  t h e y d o,  t h e y ar e  n o  l o n g er 
* *J e w  or  Gr e e k, "  b ut  o n e  i n J es us.

F or  m a n y  y e ars  a n d  i n m a n y  writi n gs  
o n  t h e Bi bl e  s u bj e cts, t h e t e xt f o u n d i n 
G al ati a ns  3: 2 9  h as  b e e n  us e d  t o t e a c h t h at 
o n c e  i n J es us  C hrist,  w e  a ut o m ati c all y  ar e  
a  p art  of  Isr a el. T his  is n ot  w h at  t h e t e xt 
t e a c h es. T o  b e gi n  wit h,  A br a h a m  w as  n ot  
a  p art  of  Isr a el. H e  w as  t h e gr a n df at h er  of  
J a c o b w h os e  n a m e  w as  c h a n g e d  t o Isr a el. 
B U T  A br a h a m  is s h o w n b ot h  i n t h e Ol d  
a n d  t h e N e w  T est a m e nts  t o b e  a m a n  of  
f ait h. I n f a ct, G al ati a ns  t hr e e b e gi ns  b y  
q u esti o ni n g  t h e "f o olis h G al ati a ns "  f or 
n ot  b eli e vi n g.  " Di d  y o u  r e c ei v e t h e S pirit  
b y  o bs er vi n g  t h e l a w, or  b y  b eli e vi n g  
w h at  y o u  h e ar d ? "  ( v. 2,  NI V).  •' C o nsi d er

a n d  h eirs  a c c or di n g  t o t h e pr o mis e "  is t o 
b e  f ait hf ul i n C hristJ es us. T h e e x a m pl e of 
A br a h a m's  f ait h w as  us e d  t o s h o w t h at 
G o d  is m er cif ul.  A n d  r e m e m b er, P a ul  
wr ot e  t h at w e  ar e  " h eirs  of  G o d,  a n d  c o 
h eirs  wit h  C hrist "  ( R o m. 8: 1 7).  * *It  w o ul d  
s e e m t h at s u c h o v er w h el mi n g  t esti m o n y 
w o ul d  c o n vi n c e  e v er y  f air- mi n d e d r e a d er 
t h at t h er e is a  gl ori o us  f ut ur e r est or ati o n 
i n st or e f or Isr a el. Y et  m a n y  s a y t h at w e  
m ust  i nt er pr et all  t his S cri pt ur e  * *s pirit u-  
all y, n  a n d  t h e y fritt er a w a y  t h e p oi nt  a n d  
t h e f or c e of  s u c h e x pli cit  d e cl ar ati o ns  i n 
att e m pti n g t o a p pl y t h e m t o t h e p ers e 
c ut e d  C h ur c h.  T his  is a  v er y  gr e at  err or,  
a n d w e  b eli e v e  it h as  aris e n  pri n ci p all y  
fr o m a  mis u n d erst a n di n g  of  P a ul's  ar g u 
m e nts  i n his  e pistl es. H e  d o es  n ot  c o n 
f o u n d Isr a el wit h  t h e C h ur c h  w h e n  h e  
s a ys,  " T h e y  ar e  n ot  all  Isr a el w hi c h  ar e  of  
Isr a el. " N or  d o es  h e  c o nf o u n d  t h e C h ur c h  
wit h  Isr a el w h e n  h e  m a k es  us  c hil dr e n  of  
A br a h a m  b y  f ait h, b ut  h e  d e m o nstr at es  
t h at w e  all st a n d b y  f ait h al o n e. I n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 0: 3 2  h e  m a k es  a  cl e ar  dis 
ti n cti o n b et w e e n  t h e J e ws, t h e G e ntil es,  
a n d  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  T h er e  ar e  s p e ci al 
bl essi n gs  f or t h e C h ur c h,  a n d s p e ci al  
bl essi n gs  f or Isr a e L " 5 A br a h a m  will  b e  i n 
t h e Ki n g d o m  b e c a us e  of  his  f ait h. F ait h 
f ul f oll o w ers i n C hrist  J es us  will  b e  wit h  
A br a h a m  a n d  h eirs  a c c or di n g  t o t h e pr o m 
is e, t h e pr o mis e  t o b e  wit h  J es us as  His  
bri d e  a n d  t o r ei g.i wit h  Hi m.

Fi n all y,  l et's e x a mi n e  G al ati a ns  6: 1 6.  
T his  v ers e — a n d es p e ci all y t h e l ast 
p hr as e — h as  b e e n  i nt er pr et e d b y  s e v er al 
i n v er y  r e c e nt ti m e as  i n cl u di n g t h e c h ur c h.  
" A n d as  m a n y  as  w al k  a c c or di n g  t o t his 
r ul e, p e a c e  b e  o n  t h e m, a n d  m er c y,  a n d  
u p o n  t h e Isr a el of  G o d "  ( G al. 6: 2 6,  KJ V).  
It is v er y  i m p ort a nt w h e n  l o o ki n g at  t his 
s e cti o n  of  G al ati a ns  si x,  v ers es  1 2  t hr o u g h 
1 7,  t o u n d erst a n d  w h at  P a ul  w as  t e a c hi n g. 
T h e  ar g u m e nt  i n t h e e ntir e  b o o k  of  G al a 
ti a ns w as  i n r e g ar d t o s er vi n g t h e l a w 
(fl es h as  wit h  c o n v ert e d  J e ws)  orJ es us  t h e 
C hrist,  It is t his s e cti o n t h at h as  t h e v er y  
f a m o us st at e m e nt m a d e  b y  P a ul.  " M a y I 
n e v er  b o ast  e x c e pt  i n t h e cr oss  of  o ur  L or d  
J es us C hrisf,  ( 6: 1 4, NI V).  J ust  b ef or e  t h at 
st at e m e nt, P a ul  h a d  writt e n,  " Y et t h e y 
w a nt  y o u  t o b e  cir c u m cis e d  t h at t h e y m a y  
b o ast  a b o ut  y o ur  fl es h " ( G al. 6: 1 3 b).  If 
o n e  i nt er pr ets c orr e ctl y ot h er  w or ds  of

A g ai n,  it is v er y  i m p ort a nt t o k n o w  w h at  
t h e c o nt e xt  pr es e nts.  * * A 1 1  of  us  als o  li v e d 
a m o n g t h e m [t h e w orl d]  at o n e ti m e, 

l ^r atif yi n g t h e cr a vi n gs  of  o ur  si nf ul n a 

t ur e a n d  f oll o wi n g i ts d esir es  a n d  t h o u g hts. 
Li k e  t h e r est, w e  w er e  b y  n at ur e  o bj e cts  of  
wr at h.  B ut...  G o d ... m a d e  us  ali v e  wit h  
C hrist  e v e n  w h e n  w e  w er e  d e a d  i n tr a ns
gr essi o ns — it is b y  gr a c e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  
s a v e d " ( E p h. 2: 3- 5,  NI V).  P a ul  i n cl u d e d 
his  o w n  lif e al o n g wit h  t h e G e ntil es  i n 
r el ati n g t o G o d's  wr at h.  P a ul  c o nti n u e d,  
" T h er ef or e,  r e m e m b er t h at f or m erl y y o u  
w h o  ar e  G e ntil es  b y  birt h  ... r e m e m b er 
t h at at  tli at ti m e y o u  w er e  s e p ar at e fr o m 
C hrist,  e x cl u d e d fr o m citi z e ns hi p  i n Is
r a el a n d  f or ei g n ers t o t h e c o v e n a nts  of  t h e 
pr o mis e,  wit h o ut  h o p e  a n d  wit h o ut  G o d  
i n t h e w orl d.  B ut  n o w  i n C hrist  J es us  y o u  
w h o  o n c e  w er e  f ar a w a y  h a v e  b e e n  br o u g ht  
n e ar  t hr o u g h t h e bl o o d  of  C hrisf'  ( E p h. 
2: 1 1- 1 3,  NI V).

W h at  P a ul  w as  t elli n g t h e G e ntil es  
w h o  t ur n e d C hristi a n  w as  t h at b ef or e  b ei n g  
i n J es us,  U Y O U  H A D  N O T HI N G  !,, 4lY o u  
w er e  n ot  citi z e ns  of  Isr a el. A n d  y o u  h a d  
n o  p art  i n t h e a gr e e m e nts  wit h  t h e pr o m-  

^ ^s es  t h at G o d  m a d e  t o his  p e o pl e.  Y o u  h a d  
/ Ri o h o p e,  a n d  y o u  di d  n ot  k n o w  G o d.  Y es,  

at  o n e  ti m e y o u  w er e  f ar a w a y  fr o m G o d.  
B ut  n o w  i n C hrist  J es us y o u  ar e  br o u g ht  
n e ar  t o G o d  t hr o u g h t h e bl o o d  of  C hrist's  
d e at h "  ( E p h. 2: 1 2 b, 1 3, N e w  C e nt ur y  
Tr a nsl ati o n).  " Y o u  w er e  f or ei g n ers. Y o u  
c o ul d n ot  b e  p art  of  Isr a el. Y o u  w er e  
str a n g ers t o t h e a gr e e m e nts of  G o d's  
pr o mis e.  Y o u  h a d  n o  h o p e.  Y o u  w er e  i n 
t h e w orl d  wit h o ut  G o d.  Y o u  us e d  t o b e  f ar 
a w a y,  b ut  n o w,  i n C hrist  J es us,  y o u  h a v e  
c o m e  n e ar.  T his  w as  m a d e  p ossi bl e  b y  t h e 
bl o o d  of  C hrist "  ( T h e Si m pl e  E n glis h  
Bi bl e).

L et  m e  r e p e at, P a ul  w as  t elli n g t h e 
G e ntil e  C hristi a ns,  t h e y h a d  n ot hi n g!  T h e  
G e ntil es  w er e  br o u g ht  t o a r el ati o ns hi p 
wit h  G o d  b y  t h e " bl o o d  of  C hrist., 1 N ot h 
i n g m or e,  n ot hi n g  l ess! T his  i n n o  w a y  
m a d e  t h e m a citi z e n  of  Isr a el, n or  di d  it 
d e p e n d  o n  a n y  p art  of  t h e c o v e n a nt  t h at 
h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b y  t h eir G o d  wit h  Isr a el. 
T h e  G e ntil es  h a d  b e c o m e  a p art  of  t h e 
" c all e d o ut "  o n es  i n C hrist  J es us. A n d  

^ ^ ^ir o u g h  all  of  t his t h e y w er e  "r e c o n cil e d  
J  t o G o d. n  Isr a el, t h e n ati o n,  is s e p ar at e 

fr o m t h e c h ur c h.  Y es,  t h e J e ws  c a n  a c c e pt

A br a h a m:  * H e  b eli e v e d  G o d. * ... U n d er 
st a n d, t h e n, t h at t h os e w h o  b eli e v e  ar e  
c hil dr e n  of  A br a h a m. ... S o  t h os e w h o  
h a v e  f ait h ar e  bl ess e d  al o n g  wit h  A br a 
h a m,  t h e m a n  of  f ait h " ( G al. 3: 6- 9,  NI V).

P a ul  c o nti n u e d  pr es e nti n g  ar g u m e nts  
b et w e e n  t h e l a w a n d ri g ht e o us n ess b y  
f ait h. H e  m a d e  t his v er y o utst a n di n g  
o bs er v ati o n,  a ct u all y  a  v erifi e d  f a ct. " H e  
r e d e e m e d us  i n or d er  t h at t h e bl essi n g  
gi v e n  t o A br a h a m  mi g ht  c o m e t o t h e 
G e ntil es  tlir o u g h C hrist  J es us, s o t h at b y  
f ait h w e  mi g ht  r e c ei v e t h e pr o mis e  of  t h e 
S pirif,  ( G al. 3: 1 4, NI V).  T his  is e x pl ai n e d  
i n ot h er  w or ds  of  P a ul.  " B e c a us e  y o u  ar e  
s o ns, G o d  s e nt t h e S pirit  of  his  S o n  i nt o 
o ur  h e arts,  t h e S pirit w h o  c alls  o ut, *  A b b a,  
F at h er/  ... A n d  si n c e  y o u  ar e  a  s o n,  G o d  
h as  m a d e  y o u  als o  a n  h eir "  ( G al. 4: 6,  7,  
NI V).  " O nl y if t h e r e q uir e m e nts of  f ait h 
a n d  b a ptis m  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c essf ull y  m et  
ar e w e  ' A br a h a m's s e e d, a n d h eirs  a c 
c or di n g  t o t h e pr o mis e.'  I n h erit a n c e i n t h e 
Ki n g d o m  is stri ctl y c o n diti o n al ? ^  T h er e  
c a n  b e  o nl y  o n e  i nt er pr et ati o n c o n c er ni n g  
G al ati a ns  3: 2 9.  T o  b e  " A br a h a m's  s e e d,
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T H E  G E N TI L E S

T h e  G e ntil es  i n P a ul's  ti m e a n d  b ef or e  
w er e  " wit h o ut G o d  a n d wit h o ut  h o p e. "  
T o d a y  t h e G e ntil es  ar e  still  " wit h o ut  G o d  
a n d  wit h o ut  h o p e "  u nl ess  t h e y ar e  br o u g ht  
t o J es us.

C O N T R A S T

Isr a el is G o d's  wif e,  n o w  s e p ar at e d  b ut  
t o b e  r e n e w e d a g ai n t o Hi m  as bri d e  of  
y o ut h,  f or " y o ur  M a k er  is y o ur  h us b a n d "  
(Is a. 5 4: 5).  T h e  c h ur c h  is J es us' " b o d y "  
c all e d  t o b e  s ai nts,  e n g a g e d  t o J es us, will  
b e  m arri e d  t o Hi m  ( 2 C or.  1 1: 2;  R e v.  1 9: 7,  

8).

b o d y wit h  m a n y  m e m b ers,  1 C ori nt hi a ns  
1 0: 1 7;  J es us is t h e " h e a d "  of  t h e " b o d y, "  
E p h esi a ns  4: 1 5;  c all e d C hristi a n,  A cts  
1 1 : 2 6; dis ci pl es,  A cts  6: 7;  b eli e v ers,  1.  
Ti m ot h y  4: 1 2;  br et hr e n,  1 T h ess al o ni a ns' w  
2: 1 4;  s ai nts,  E p h esi a ns  l:l; br a n c h( es) i n 
t h e vi n e,  J o h n 1 5: 5;  a  b uil di n g  li k e n e d t o 
t h e t e m pl e, 1 C ori nt hi a ns  3: 1 6, 1 7;  E p h e 
si a ns 2: 1 9- 2 2.  T h e  c h ur c h  is es p o us e d  t o 
J es us,  2  C ori nt hi a ns  1 1 : 2; a n d  will  b e  t h e 
bri d e  of  J es us, R e v el ati o n  1 9: 7,  8.

P a ul,  t h e c o n v ert e d  J e ws w h o  w er e  d e 
m a n di n g  t h e c o n v ert e d G e ntil es  t o b e  
cir c u m cis e d  w er e  n ot  i n t h e " b o d y " of  
J es us.  " Y o u  w h o  ar c  tr yi n g t o b e  j ustifi e d 
b y  l a w h a v e  b e e n  ali e n at e d  fr o m C hrist;  
y o u  h a v e  f all e n a w a y  fr o m gr a c e "  ( G al. 
5: 4,  NI V).

B a c k  i o G al ati a ns  6: 1 5  a n d  o n.  u N ci-  
t h cr cir c u m cisi o n n or  u n cir c u m cisi o n  
m e a ns  a n yt hi n g; w h at  c o u nts is a n e w  
cr e ati o n. "  T h e n  f oll o ws P a ul's  p etiti o n,  
p er h a ps a sil e nt pr a y er  i n his h e art,  
" W h o e v er t h e y ar e  w h o  t a k e t his pri n 
ci pl e  f or t h eir g ui d e,  p e a c e  a n d  a  m er c y  b e  
u p o n  t h e m " ( 6: 1 6, N E B).  T h e  "r ul e "  ( NI V 
a n d E m p h ati c  Di a gl oit)  or  " pri n ci pl e "  
( N E B), w as  t o h a v e  t h at d e di c at e d  lif e i n 
J es us.  ' T hr o u g h w hi c h  t h e w orl d  h as  b e e n  
cr u cifi e d  t o m e,  a n d  It o t h e w orl d. "  T h er e  
w as  n o  ot h er  w a y;  t h er e w as  n o  ot h er  
d e m a n d.

As  w e  h a v e  wit n ess e d  b y  t h e Bi bl e  i n 
t his s e cti o n,  " u n d erst a n di n g  P a ul, * *  it w as  
his  e ar n est  d esir e  l h al his  " o w n p e o pl e' *  
c o ul d  b e  s a v e d  wit h  t h e s a m e  h o p e  h e  h a d.  
His  " o w n p e o pl e',  w er e  al w a ys o n  his  
mi n d.  A n d  ti m e a n d  a g ai n  P a ul  w o ul d  d o  
or  s a y  t hi n gs t o i n cl u d e Isr a el. S o  it w as  as  
writt e n  i n G al ati a ns  6: 1 6 a.  P a ul  d esir e d  
" p e a c e  a n d  m er c y "  u p o n  a n y  w h o  w o ul d  
b e  " cr u cifi e d t o t h e w orl d, "  a n d b o ast  
o nl y  i n “ t h e cr oss  of  o ur  L or d  J es us  C hrist. "  
T h e n  h e  i n cl u d e d his  " o w n  p e o pl e, "  " u p o n  
t h e w h ol e  Isr a el of  G o d! "  ( N E B.) T h e  
Gr e e k  r e a ds, *' a n d  o n  t h e Isr a el of  t h e 
G o d "  ( E m p h ati c Di a gl ott).  N o w h er e  i n 
a n y of  t his writi n g  b y  P a ul,  G al ati a ns  
6: 1 2- 1 7,  d o  w e  fi n d t h e c o n v ert e d  J e ws 
b ei n g  t h e o n es  r ef err e d t o, n or  d o es  t his 
p hr as e,  "t h e Isr a el of  G o d, "  r ef er t o t h e 
c h ur c h.  R e m e m b er  t h e H e br e w  m e a ni n g  
of  Isr a el is "t o  r ul e wit h  G o d "  ( Str o n g's 
C o n c or d a n c e),  a n d t o h a v e  t h at n a m e  
c h a n g e  m e a nt  t h at " G o d  es p o us e d  Isr a el 
wit h  a n  i n diss ol u bl e b o n d "  (fr o m S o n ci n o  
C h u m as h).  A g ai n,  m a y  w e  b e  r e mi n d e d 
t h at t h e c h ur c h  is b uilt  u p o n  J es us C hrist.  
It is His  c h ur c h.  G o d  g a v e  t h e m e m b ers  
(t h os e w h o  b eli e v e  o n  J es us) t o Hi m.

Si n c e  t h e 5t h  a n d  6 t h c e nt uri es A. D.,  
t h er e h a v e  b e e n C hristi a n  l e a d ers a n d  
t e a c h ers w h o  h a v e  us e d  v ari o us  p hr as es  
t o r ef er t o t h e c h ur c h. All  cl ai m t o b e  
b as e d o n  P a ul's  w or ds,  "t h e Isr a el of  
G o d. ,,T h e p hr as es ar e u n e wIsr a el/ ,,,s piri-

t u al Isr a el, " a n d  t h e "tr u e  Isr a el. " W h e n  
t h es e p hr as es  ar e  us e d  ( a n d t h e p ast  t e a c h
i n gs s h o w t his), t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el is 
eit h er di mi nis h e d  i n i m p ort a n c e or  e x 
cl u d e d. H o w  c a n a " p e o pl e " c h os e n  of  
G o d  a n d  e v e n  gi v e n  a  n a m e  w hi c h  m e a ns  
" h e will  r ul e wit h  G o d "  b e  s u p pl a nt e d 
wit h  t h e c h ur c h  w hi c h  is t h e b o d y  of  J es us 
wit h  J es us as its h e a d ?  C o n c er ni n g  t h e 
p hr as e  u t h e Isr a el of  G o d, "  t h e I nt er pr et er's 
Bi bl e  st at es, " H e [ P a ul] n e v er  c all e d  t h e 
C h ur c h  t h e Isr a el of  G o d,  b ut  us e d  t h e 
w or d  , Isr a el * t o d esi g n at e  t h e J e wis h n a-  
ti o n.' * C h arl es  L.  F ei n b er g  st at es, “ T o  
cl ai m t h at all b eli e v ers  ar e  t h e Isr a el of  
G o d  is t o f ail t o r e ali z e t h e m e a ni n g  of  
G al ati a ns  6: 1 6  a n d t o l os e si g ht of  t h e 
cli m a x of  P a ul's  ar g u m e nt t hr o u g h o ut 
G al ati a ns.  It is ass ert e d t h at t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  r ef ers t o t h e c h ur c h  as  t h e n e w  
Isr a el. N eit h er  R o m a ns,  1 P et er,  n or  a n y  
ot h er  b o o k  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  t e a c h es 
t his vi e w;  it is r e a d i nt o t h e p ass a g es  t h at 
ar e  cit e d.  B e c a us e  P et er  s p e a ks  of  b eli e v 
ers  t o d a y as a  s pirit u al h o us e,  t h e i nf er
e n c e is n ot  t h at w e  ar e t h e h o us e  of  Is- 
r a el.' "

G O D » S  P E O P L E — T H E  “ C A L L E D  
O U T, ”  T H E  C H U R C H

B uilt  u p o n  J es us C hrist,  M att h e w
1 6: 1 8;  gi v e n  t o J es us,  J o h n 1 7: 2 0, 2 4;  t h e

G O D' S  P E O P L E — T H E  C H O S E N  
N A TI O N,  I S R A E L

S p e ci al,  D e ut er o n o m y  7: 6;  a n oi nt e d,  
Ps al m  1 0 5: 1 5;  n a m e d  aft er  G o d,  D a ni el  
9: 1 9;  all si n a n d  i ni q uit y t o b e  f or gi v e n, 
J er e mi a h  3 1 : 3 4; Mi c a h  7: 1 9, 2 0;  f or gi v e
n ess  will  b e  t hr o u g h t h e M essi a h,  Z e c h ar 
i a h 1 2: 9  -1 3: 1;  H e br e ws  9: 1 5;  r e d e e m e d 
of  G o d,  Is ai a h 6 2: 1;  G o d's  first b or n a n d  
als o  s o n, E x o d us  4: 2 2;  e n gr a v e d i n t h e 
p al ms  of  G o d *s  h a n ds,  Is ai a h 4 9: 1 6.

I n r est or ati o n ( R o m. 1 1 : 2 6), t o b e  r e
st or e d as a n ati o n,  J er e mi a h 3 1: 8- 1 2;  
E z e ki el  3 6: 2 1- 3 8;  3 7;  3 9: 2 3- 2 9  a n d  m or e;  
will  b e  a  li g ht t o t h e n ati o ns,  Is ai a h 6 0: 3;  
mi nist ers  a n d  t e a c h ers, Is ai a h 6 1: 6;  6 6: 1 9;  
all  n ati o ns  will  s er v e  Isr a el, Is ai a h 6 0: 1 2;  
pr ais e  a n d  f a m e i n e v er y  l a n d, Z e p h a ni a h  
3: 1 9,  2 0;  G o d  will  d w ell  i n Zi o n  i n t h e 
mi dst  of  Isr a el, Z e c h ari a h  8: 3.

' H u m p hr e y Milf or d,  T h e  C o m p a ni o n  Bi bl e  
( L o n d o n: O xf or d  U ni v ersit y  Pr ess,  n. d.), p.  1 6 6 1.

C  L.  B a m h art,  e d..  T h e  A m eri c a n  C oll e g e  
Di cti o n ar y  ( N e w Y or k:  R a n d o m  H o us e,  1 9 6 7),  
p.  3 4 9.

S A.  B er k el e y  Mi c k cls c n,  R o m a ns  i n C.  F.  
Pf eiff er  a n d  E v er ett  F.  H a ms o n, e ds., T h e W y cliff e  
Bi bl e  C o m m e nt ar y  ( C hi c a g o: M o o d y  Pr ess,  
1 9 6 8),  p.  1 2 1 6.

'J a m es M attis o n,  L ess o n  f or J a n. 9, 1 9 4 9  i n 
Tr ut h  S e e k er's  Q u art erl y  A  d ull  L ess o ns,  ( Or e g o n, 
I L: C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  1 9 4 9),  
p.  1 0.

冲. E.  B., J esiis  is C o mi n g  ( L o n d o n: Fl e mi n g  
H. R c v ell,  1 9 3 2),  p.  1 7 2.

《 I nt er pr et er's Bi bl e
G al ati a ns,  a n d  E p h esi a ns,  V ol.  X  ( N e w Y or k:  
A bi n g d o n- C o k es b ur y  Pr ess,  1 9 3 9).

' C h arl es L e e  F ei n b er g,  T h e  Pr o p h e c y  of  
Ez e ki el:  T h e  Gl or y  oft h e  L or d  ( C hi c a g o: M o o d y  
Pr ess,  1 9 6 9),  p.  2 3 5.
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W H O,  M E ?
" T h e  P at h  P et er  T o o k "

b y  P ast or  D a vi d  Ril e y  
M orr o w,  G e or gi a

( 1) L o y alt y  Ti es  P e o pl e  T o g et h er

F or  t h e m ost  p art,  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  p ortr a ys  
t h e dis ci pl es  as  a  " c all e d o ut n  gr o u p  of  m e n  w h o  
s h ar e d c o m m o n aliti es  b e c a us e  of  t h e o n e,  J es us 
C hrist,  t o w h o m  t h e y h a d  pl e d g e d  t h eir l o y alt y. 
P et er,  t h e fis h er m a n, w h o  w as  l o y al t o his  o c c u p a 
ti o n, c h a n g e d  his  f o c us a n d  b e c a m e  l o y al t o t h e

w o ul d,  his  l o y alt y f alt er e d.
H o w  a b o ut  y o u ?  H o w  is y o ur  l o y alt y t o J es us 

C hrist ?  H a v e  y o u  t a k e n t h e st e ps t o t ur n y o ur  lif e 
c o m pl et el y  o v er  t o Hi m ?  W h o  sits  o n  t h e "t hr o n e "  
of  y o ur  lif e ? F or  P et er  it w as  oft e n  hi ms elf,  b ut  t h e 
ris e n S a vi or  c h a n g e d  all  t h at. Y o u  s e e,  f or all  of  us  
t o d a y, J es us h as  ris e n a n d it's ti m e t o c o m mit  
w h ol e h e art e dl y  t o Hi m  ri g ht n o w.

Aft er  P et er  d e ni e d  J es us f or t h e t hir d ti m e, t h e 
Bi bl e  s a ys  i n L u k e  2 2: 6 1  u J es us  t ur n e d a n d  l o o k e d 
str ai g ht  at  P et er.  T h e n  P et er  r e m e m b er e d t h e w or d  
t h e L or d  h a d  s p o k e n t o hi m:  4  B ef or e  t h e r o ost er 
cr o ws  t o d a y, y o u  will  dis o w n  m e  t hr e e ti m es. * "  
W o w!  I r e a d t his a n d t hi n k t o m ys elf,  * lIf l o o ks 
c o ul d  kill, "  b ut  t h e n I r e ali z e t h at J es us, l o v e f or 
P et er  f ar o ut w ei g h e d  t h e a n g uis h  t h at c a m e  u p o n 
J es us at  t h e f a c e of  d e ni al.  P et er's  l o y alt y or  l a c k 
t h er e of is w h at  w e  n e e d  t o f o c us o n  f or a f e w 
m o m e nts.

L o y alt y  is s o  i m p ort a nt. " W h o,  M e ? "  Y es,  y o u ! 
J es us C hrist  is c alli n g y o u  t o a l o y alt y t h at is 
e x p e ct e d  of  all  w h o  f oll o w Hi m.  W e bst er  d efi n es  
l o y alt y as  *  " u ns w er vi n g  all e gi a n c e''  t o s o m e o n e  or  
s o m et hi n g, a n d  f or t h e C hristi a n  t h at l o y alt y is t o 
t h e Al mi g ht y  F at h er  a n d His  pr o mis e d  S a vi or,  
J es us t h e M essi a h.  J es us is c alli n g  e a c h  of  us  t o 
i m pr o v e o ur  l o y alt y a n d  I' d li k e t o s u b mit f o ur 
c h ar a ct eristi cs  ofl o y alt y  t h at w e  n e e d  i n o ur  li v es:

E S... F M  W RI TI N G  T HI S  f or y o u : 
T a k e  fi v e mi  n ut es  a n d  sit  d o w n,  r el a x, 
a n d r e a d t his s h ort arti cl e. I k n o w  
y o u'r e  b us y,  b ut  t h e A p ostl e  P et er  is 

o ur  s u bj e ct  a n d  h e  r e pr es e nts a  gr e at  e x a m pl e  f or 
us  t o f oll o w. T a k e  a  br e a k  fr o m y o ur  b us y  s c h e d
ul e  a n d  h a v e  a  l o o k f or a  f e w m o m e nts.

" W h o, m e ? "  P et er  s e e ms t o s a y t h es e w or ds  
l o u dl y, es p e ci all y  w h e n  w e  r e a d of  his  d e ni al  of  
t h e L or d  s h ortl y  b ef or e  His  cr u cifi xi o n.  T h e  a c c u 
s ati o n  c o m es  l o u d a n d  cl e ar,  " Y o u  als o  ar e  o n e  of  
t h e m, " a n d  P et er's  r es p o ns e is c o v er e d  i n d e ni al;  
" M a n, I a m  n ot! "

I e nj o y  st u d yi n g  a n d  l e ar ni n g  a b o ut  t h e A p ostl e  
P et er  b e c a us e  h e  r e mi n ds m e  s o m u c h  of  m y 
s elf— a n d  m ost  of  us,  f or t h at m att er.  H e  r e mi n ds 
us  t h at w e  h a v e  q u aliti es  t h at w e  r e all y d o n't  li k e. 
F or  i nst a n c e, h e  is e asil y  pr o v o k e d  t o a n g er  w hi c h  
b e c o m es  e vi d e nt  w h e n  h e  p ulls  o ut  his  s w or d a n d  
c uts  off  M al c h us'  e ar  j ust b ef or e  J es us  is arr est e d  
i n t h e g ar d e n  (J o h n 1 8: 1 0).  R e m e m b er,  it is P et er  
w h o mJ es us  h as  t o r e b u k e w h e n  it is m a d e  e vi d e nt  
t h at t h e S o n  of  G o d  is t o s uff er,  b e  h a n d e d  o v er  t o 
t h e a ut h oriti es,  a n d  b e  kill e d  t o f ulfill G o d's  pl a n  
l e a di n g u p  t o t h e r es urr e cti o n ( M att. 1 6: 2 1- 2 3).  
P et er  gi v es  us  a cl e ar  pi ct ur e  of  m ost  of  us —  
es p e ci all y  w h e n  it c o m es  t o t h e l o y alt y t h at w e  ar e  
r e q uir e d t o gi v e  t o G o d  a n d  His  S o n  J es us.

T h at's  w h at  I w a nt  us  t o f o c us o n  f or t h e n e xt  
f e w m o m e nts.  J es us  c all e d  P et er  t o l o y alt y a n d  his  
r es p o ns e r a n g o ut,  " W h o,  M e ? "  E v e n  P et er,  w h o  
w as  wit h  J es us d a y  a n d  ni g ht,  w as  t a u g ht b y  t h e 
M ast er,  a n d  e v e n  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o dis c o urs e  wit h  
Hi m,  h a d  a  w e a k n ess  w h e n  it c a m e  t o gi vi n g  t ot al 
l o y alt y. E v e n  w h e n  J es us  t ol d P et er  pl ai nl y  t h at h e  
w o ul d  d e n y  Hi m  a n d P et er  s ai d t h at h e  n e v er
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O U R  E DI T O R  I S R E TI RI N G  wit h  
t his iss u e. I pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e m a n y  
g o o d  s c h ol ars a n d f ait hf ul writ ers  
w h o  h a v e  c o ntri b ut e d  t o t h e p a g es  

of  T H E  H E R A L D  t h e l ast t hr e e y e ars.  Y o ur  m a n y  
h o urs  of  w or k  h a v e  e nli g ht e n e d, i ns pir e d, a n d  
e n c o ur a g e d  m a n y.  P m  es p e ci all y  t h a n kf ul t o t h e 
C o nf er e n c e  f or t h e o p p ort u nit y  a n d  pri vil e g e  t o 
s er v e as  i nt eri m e dit or  of  T H E  H E R A L D.  It h as  
b e e n  a ri c h, s atisf yi n g, a n d r e w ar di n g e x p eri 
e n c e.  F e e d b a c k  h as  b e e n  v er y  p ositi v e.

Arti cl es  w hi c h  I h a v e  o n  fil e s c h e d ul e d f or 
f ut ur e iss u es will  b e  f or w ar d e d t o t h e n e xt  e dit or.  
K E E P  R E A DI N G  T H E  H E R A L D!

t o s h ar e t h at s a m e ki n d  of  l o y alt y wit h  
e a c h  ot h er  i n t h e f a mil y of  G o d.  L o y alt y  
ti es G o d's  p e o pl e  t o g et h er i n u nit y,  a n d  
w e  ar e  s cri pt ur a D y c o m m a n d e d  t o stri v e  
f or it.

H ollis  P artl o w e
6 0 5  W e bst er

Or e g o n,  I L 6 1 0,  
8 1 5- 7 3 2- 3 7 2 〉

gr e at est  m a n  w h o  e v er  li v e d. T hi n k  of  t h e 
l o y alt y t h at y o u  s h o w t o y o ur  o w n  f a mi
li es. Y o u  k n o w  t h e ol d  pr a cti c e  t h at s a ys, 
"I  c a n  pi c k  o n  m y  littl e br ot h er,  b ut  w h e n  
t h e l o c al b ull y  b e gi ns  pi c ki n g  o n  M Y  littl e 
br ot h er  t h e n it's ti m e f or m e  t o st e p i n 
b e c a us e  n o b o d y  pi c ks  o n  m y  br ot h er. ^ ^  As  
C hristi a ns  w e  s h o ul d  s h o w  t h at s a m e  ki n d  
of  l o y alt y t o o ur  br ot h ers  a n d sist ers i n 
C hrist.  T h e  l o y alt y t h at ti es us  t o g et h er as  
t h e b o d y  of  C hrist  is s o m et hi n g  t h at s h o ul d 
n ot  b e  e asil y  br o k e n.  Oft e nti m es  it c a n  b e  
e x p e nsi v e  b e c a us e  it r e q uir es u n c o n di 
ti o n al l o v e o n  e a c h  i n di vi d u al's p art,  b ut  
it is n e c ess ar y.

J es us t ells us  i n t h e G os p el  of  J o h n, 
'' Gr e at er l o v e h as  n o  o n e  t h a n t his, t h at h e  
1  a y  d o w n  his  lif e f or his  fri e n ds " ( 1 5: 1 3). 
Tli e  S o n  of  G o d  k n e w  e x a ctl y  w h at  H e  
w as  s a yi n g. C hrist  k n e w  w h at  w as  a h e a d  
f or Hi m  wit h  r e g ar d t o t h e s uff eri n g a n d  
d e at h  H e  w o ul d  i n c ur f or t h e s a k e of  
m a n ki n d.  H e  k n e w  t h e tr u e m e a ni n g  of  
l o y all y. It is b e c a us e  of  His  l o y alt y t o us  
t h at w e  c a n  h a v e  et er n al  lif e. T h us  w e  ar e

( 2) L o y alt y  R e q uir es  T h at  O n e  
R e m ai n  St e a df ast  t o T h os e  H e  S er v es

All  p e o pl e  h a v e  t h os e ar o u n d t h e m 
w h o m  t h e y ar e s er vi n g i n t h e n a m e  of  
J es us C hrist.  N e arl y  all h a v e  p e o pl e  t h at 
t h e y ar e  " b ei n g  J es us t o. " L o y alt y  m e a ns  
t h at w h e n  y o u  m a k e  a c o m mit m e nt  t o 
s er v e s o m e o n e  i n t h e n a m e  of  J es us, y o u  
k e e pit. H er e at N e w Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  
w e  b eli e v e  t h at G o d  h as  gi v e n  us  a  visi o n  
t o r e a c h G o d's  l ost p e o pl e  a n d  wit h  t h e m 
gr o w  u p  i n C hrist.  W e  ar e  c all e d  t o s er v e 
t his c o m m u nit y a n d  t h os e i n di vi d u als w h o  
ar e p eris hi n g  u nl ess  t h e y h e ar  t h e g o o d  
n e ws  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d t h e 
s a vi n g  p o w er of  J es us  C hrist.  W h at  w o ul d  
h a p p e n  if w e  g a v e  u p  b e c a us e  w e  b e c a m e  
tir e d or  b or e d ?  W h at  w o ul d  h a p p e n  if o ur  
l o y alt y b e g a n  t o f a d e ? W h at  w o ul d  G o d

( 3) L o y alt y  D e m a n ds  Tr ust  a n d 
S p e a ks  t h e Tr ut h

As  w e  t hi n k a b o ut  P et er  a n d J es us'  
dis c o urs e  wit h  hi m  i n J o h n 2 1: 1 5- 1 9,  
l o y alt y is b ei n g  '' d e m a n d e d " fr o m P et er  
b y  t h e M ast er.  O v er  a n d  o v er  a g ai n,  J es us  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 0)

t hi n k if w e  d e ci d e d  w e  w er e  t o o b us y ?  I 
t hi n k w e  k n o w  t h e a ns w er  t o t h at. S er vi n g  
t h e l ost is vit al,  b ut  s o  is s er vi n g  e a c h  ot h er  
as  t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.  I g et  tir e d of  h e ar  
of  i n di vi d u als w h o  ar e  t o o b us y  a n d  t o o 
pr e o c c u pi e d  wit h  ot h er  t hi n gs t o c o m e  t o 
c h ur c h  o n  S u n d a y  m or ni n gs.  Ot h er  c o m 
mit m e nts  c o m e b ef or e  b ei n g wit h  t h e 
b o d y  of  C hrist,  a n d i n a s e ns e w h at  h as  
h a p p e n e d  is t h at t h eir l o y alt y h as  b e c o m e  
dil ut e d.  M y  fri e n ds, y o u  c a n't h a v e  it b ot h  
w a ys!  R e m e m b er  t h e w or ds  of  t h e writ er  
of  H e br e ws,  " L et  us  n ot  gi v e  u p  m e eti n g  
t o g et h er, as  s o m e  ar e  i n t h e h a bit of  d oi n g,  
b ut  l et us  e n c o ur a g e  o n e  a n ot h er,  a n d  all  
t h e m or e  as  y o u  s e e t h e D a y  a p pr o a c h-  
i n g. " ( H e b. 1 0: 2 5.)

Aft er  s er vi n g  f or 3 0  y e ars  as  a  f ull-ti m e p ast or  
(i n t hr e e c h ur c h es),  t hr e e y e ars  as  E dit or  of  T H E  
H E R A L D,  a n d  t e a c hi n g S yst e m ati c  T h e ol o g y  at  
t h e Bi bl e  c oll e g e  f or 2  1/ 2  y e ars,  I' m g oi n g  t o 
sl o w d o w n  a  bit.

H o w e v er,  I' m still a v ail a bl e  f or p ul pit  s u p pl y, 
s p e ci al m e eti n gs,  pr o p h eti c  c o nf er e n c es,  s e mi
n ars,  et c. R m
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E R H A P S  N O  S U BJ E C T  of  es c h a 
t ol o g y is m or e  d e b at a bl e  t h a n t h e 
gr e at  tri b ul ati o n w hi c h  J es us  s p o k e 
of  i n His  Oli v et  dis c o urs e.  W h o  is 

i n t h at ti m e p eri o d  a n d  w h o  es c a p es  it ? Is t his 
ti m e p eri o d  f ut ur e or  h as  it alr e a d y b e e n  f ul
fill e d ? W h e n  w e  c o m e  t o t his iss u e, g o o d  st u
d e nts  of  t h e W or d  g o  off  i n all  dir e cti o ns.  It is n ot  
m y  p ur p os e  h er e  t o c o nti n u e  t h e d e b at e,  b ut  t o 
s h ar e  wit h  y o u  s o m e  misi  nf or m ati o n  t h at c o nti n 
u es  t o c o m e a cr oss m y  d es k  c o n c er ni n g t h e 
pr etri b ul ati o n al  vi e w p oi nt  w hi c h  I pr ef er  t o c all  
t h e t w o- p h as e c o mi n g  of  C hrist.

It is all e g e d  t h at M ar g ar et  M a c D o n al d  of  P ort  
Gl as gl o w,  S c otl a n d,  h a d  a visi o n  of  b eli e v ers  
b ei n g  c a u g ht  a w a y.  It is f urt h er all e g e d  t h at s h e 
c o m m u ni c at e d  t his dr e a m  t o P ast or  E d w ar d  Ir v
i n g a n d  his  c o n gr e g ati o n  of  t h e C at h oli c  A p os 
t oli c C h ur c h  i n L o n d o n  ar o u n d  1 8 3 0.  T his  i nf or
m ati o n  is s ai d t o h a v e  b e e n  tr a ns mitt e d t o Mr.  
J a m es N els o n  D ar b y  a n d  t hr o u g h hi m  t o Dr.  C.  
I. S c ofi el d.  I n d u e  c o urs e,  it fl o o d e d t h e C hris 
ti a n c o m m u nit y.  It is ass u m e d  b y  s o m e  wit h o ut  
i n v esti g ati n g t h e f a cts t h at t h e pr etri b ul ati o n al  
r et ur n of  C hrist  ori gi n at e d  i n t his w a y.  S oli d  
d o c u m e nt ati o n  r ef ut es t h at cl ai m.

First,  it is i n a p pr o pri at e t o us e  t h e v oi c e  of  
hist or y  t o b uil d  or  bl ast  a  d o ctri n e.  W h at  r e all y 
c o u nts  is w h at  t h e W or d  of  G o d  t e a c h es. C ar ef ul  
st u d e nts  w o ul d  n ot  f oll o w t h e v oi c e  of  M ar g ar et  
M a c D o n al d  a n y  m or e  t h e n t h e y w o ul d  t h e v oi c e  
of  J os e p h  S mit h.  N o  o n e  c a n  st a n d i n a  c o urt  of  
j usti c e a n d c o n vi n c e t h e j u d g e a n d j ur y t h at 
M ar g ar et  M a c D o n al d  i nfl u e n c e d D ar b y  or  S c o 
fi el d. Y et  aft er  n e arl y  1 6 5  y e ars,  t h e att e m pt  is 
b ei n g  w a g e d  t o dis cr e dit  t h e cr e di bilit y  of  t h es e 
m e n  of  G o d  w h o  ar e  n ot  h er e  t o d ef e n d  t h e m
s el v es.

"It  is u nt hi n k a bl e  t h at Mr.  D ar b y,  w h o  w as  s o  
a d a m a ntl y o p p os e d t o w o m e n  t e a c hi n g m e n,  
w o ul d  f oll o w t h e dr e a m  of  a  w o m a n.  It is e q u all y  
i n c o ns o n a nt wit h  r e as o n t o b eli e v e  t h at a bril 
li a nt, g o dl y  m a n  li k e Dr.  S c ofi el d,  wit h  his  mi n d  
drill e d  i n l o gi c a n d  s kill e d  i n w ei g hi n g  e vi d e n c e  
as  a  f or m er l a w y er, a n d  wit h  his  c o nst a nt  e x h or 
t ati o n t o ri g htl y di vi d e  t h e W or d  of  tr ut h, w o ul d  
b e  i nfl u e n c e d b y  a  l o n e w o m a n's  visi o n ar y  r e
p ort,  es p e ci all y  w h e n  h e  n e v er  s o m u c h  as  m et  
h er. " 1

* * S h e  [ M ar g ar et M a c D o n al d]  d e cl ar es  t h at t h e 
c h ur c h will  g o  t hr o u g h 'fi er y tri als * fr o m t h e 
' wi c k e d' o n e  w h o  s h all b e  r e v e al e d ' wit h all  
p o w er  a n d  si g ns  a n d  l yi n g w o n d ers. *  T h e n,  e v e n  
m or e  cl e arl y , s h e  d e cl ar es 1  t h e tri als of  t h e c h ur c h  
is fr o m a nti c hrist * — w hi c h  t o s a y t h e l e ast is 
h ar dl y  a  pr etri b ul ati o n al  c o n c e pt " 2

T h er e  is n ot hi n g  i n t h e M ar g ar et  M a c D o n al d  
q u ot ati o ns  t o i n di c at e t h at s h e w as  a  pr etri b ul a-  
ti o nist. S h e  di d  n ot  disti n g uis h  b et w e e n  t h e r a p
t ur e a n d C hrist  c o mi n g wit h  t h e c h ur c h, b ut  
r at h er di vi d e d  t h e r a pt ur e its elf i nt o t w o or  m or e  
p arts  b as e d  o n  s pirit u al  r e a di n ess. " M ar g ar et  s a w 
a  s eri es of  r a pt ur es. . . . I n d e e d, s h e s e e m e d t o 
b eli e v e  t h at t h e c h ur c h  h a d  alr e a d y  e nt er e d  t h e 
tri b ul ati o n, a  p ossi bilit y  str e n gt h e n e d  b y  a  st at e 
m e nt  p u blis h e d  b y  E d w ar d  Ir vi n g, D e c e m b er,  
1 8 3 1,  i n T h e  M or ni n g  W at c h:  * W e  h a v e,  bl ess e d  
b e  G o d,  li v e d t o s e e t h e c o m m e n c e m e nt  of  t h e 
s e v e nt h vi al,  D U RI N G  T H E  O U T P O U RI N G  
O F  W HI C H  T H E  L O R D  WI L L  C O M E' "  ( R. A.  
H u e b n er,  e m p h asis his.  T his  is c ert ai nl y n ot  
pr etri b ul ati o n alis m) ?

T h e misi nf or m ati o n  a b o ut M ar g ar et  
M a c D o n al d  a n d  E d w ar d  Ir vi n g h as  b e e n  b uilt  u p  
b y  D a v e  M a c P h ers o n  i n his  b o o k  T h e  I n cr e di bl e 
C o v er  U p.  H e  w as  a  n e ws m a n  w h o  m a d e  c h ar g es
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1  L o gs  t o n, Fr a n kli n,  T h e  C h ur c h  Will  N ot  G o  
T hr o u g h  t h e Tri b ul ati o n,  p p.  1 4,  1 5,  R e g ul ar  
B a ptist  Pr ess,  B o x  9 5 5 0 0,  S c h a u m b ur g,  I L 
6 0 1 9 5.

2 St a nt o n,  G er al d,  K e pt  Fr o m  t h e H o ur,  p.  
3 2 8,  S c h o ettl c  P u blis hi n g  C o.,  I n c., P.  O.  B o x  
9 5 4,  Mi a mi  S pri n gs,  F L  3 3 1 6 6.

3 I bi d.t p.  3 2 9.
4 W al v o or d,  J o h n F.,  T h e  Bl ess e d  H o p e  a n d  

t h e Tri b ul ati o n,  p p. 4 3- 4 8, Z o n d er v a n  
P u blis hi n g  H o us e,  Gr a n d  R a pi ds,  MI  4 9 5 0 6.

' St a nt o n, p.  3 3 0.
6 I bi d.t p.  2 2 3.
7 R yri e,  C h arl es,  W h at  Y o u  S h o ul d  K n o w  

A b o ut  t h e R a pt ur e,  p p.  6 9,  7 0,  M o o d y  Pr ess,  
C hi c a g o.

U bi d.,  p.  7 2.

“T h e  mi si nf or m ati o n 
c o n c er ni n g  t hi s 

w h ol e  i s s u e 
b e c o m e s  m or e  

e vi d e nt  w h e n  w e  
l e ar n t h at all  of  t h e 

Ir vi n git e s w er e  
hi st ori ci st s. n

is m. . . . T h es e  ar e t h e ess e nti al f a cts 
c o n c er ni n g  t h e hist or y  of  pr etri b ul ati o n-  
alis m.  A ct u all y  b ot h  s yst e m ati c pr e-  a n d  
p osttri b ul a d o n alis m  ar e  r e c e nt d e v el o p-]  
m e nts,  si n c e  t h e c h ur c h  di d  n ot  st u d y  t h e 
fi el d of  es c h at ol o g y  u ntil  aft er  t h e R ef or 
m ati o n. " 8

I f e el b ur d e n e d  t o s h ar e t his i nf or m a
ti o n wit h  o ur  r e a d ers t o tr y a n d  cl e ar  u p  
t h e mis c o n c e pti o ns  t h at h a v e  b e e n  s o 
wi d el y  distri b ut e d  t o t h e C hristi a n  c o m 
m u nit y.  I w o ul d  hi g hl y  r e c o m m e n d r e a d
i n g a n y  or  all of  t h e b o o ks  list e d at  t h e 
e n d of  t his arti cl e. T h es e  f o ur a ut h ors  
h a v e  r es e ar c h e d a n d d o c u m e nt e d  t h eir 
cl ai ms  t h or o u g hl y. I h a v e  o nl y  s cr at c h e d  
t h e s urf a c e of  t h eir r es e ar c h i n t his ar 
ti cl e.

C ert ai nl y  all vi e ws  s h o ul d b e  r e pr e
s e nt e d f airl y. N ot hi n g  is g ai n e d  f or o n e's  
vi e w p oi nt  b y  i n a c c ur a ci es a n d  misi nf or 
m ati o n.  T o  d o  s o  k n o wi n gl y  is dis h o n est  
a n d u n b e c o mi n g  a s c h ol ar. T o  s p e a k 
wit h o ut  a d e q u at e  r es e ar c h l e a ds t o n ot h-

a g ai nst  pr etri b ul ati o n alis m  a n d  A F T E R 
W A R D  w e nt  t o gr e at  l e n gt hs t o fi n d 
hist ori c  v erifi c ati o n.

W al v o or d  m a k es  at l e ast fi v e criti 
cis ms  a g ai nst  M a c P h ers o n  *s  ar g u m e nts. 4  
A  r e a di n g of  t h e m is c ert ai nl y r e c o m
m e n d e d.  It is si g nifi c a nt t h at all t h e i n
f or m ati o n M a c P h ers o n  off ers  c o m es  
fr o m ar d e nt  p osttri bs  w hi c h  is o b vi o usl y  
o n e  si d e d. H e  q u ot es  P.  T.  Tr e g ell es  t h at 
t h e pr etri b  vi e w  ori gi n at e d  i n t h e y e ar  
1 8 3 2  i n E d w ar d  Ir vi n g's c h ur c h.  R.  A.  
H u e b n er,  c ar ef ull y a n al y zi n g t h e v ari 
o us  d o c u m e nts  c o mi n g  fr o m Ir vi n g a n d  
M a c D o n al d,  d e m o nstr at es  b y  l o n g q u o 
t ati o ns t h at ni n e  y e ars  b ef or e  1 8 6 4  Tr e 
g ell es  h a d  attri b ut e d t h e pr etri b  i d e a t o 
J u d ai z ers i n a n  att e m pt  t o d ef a m e  it a n d  
at  t h at ti m e a p p ar e ntl y  h a d  n ot  h e ar d  t h e 
i d e a t h at Ir vi n g w as  cr e dit e d  wit h  ori gi 
n ati n g  a s e cr et r a pt ur e. T h e  m or e  o n e  
d el v es  i nt o t his p eri o d  of  c h ur c h  hist or y,  
t h e m or e  c o nf usi o n  o n e  fi n ds. It is si g
nifi c a nt t h at M a c P h ers o n  m a d e  his 
c h ar g es  l o n g b ef or e  h e  di d  his  r es e ar c h. 
I n M a c P h ers o n's  q u ot ati o ns  o n e  s e ar c h es 
i n v ai n  f or a n y cl e ar pr etri b  t e a c hi n g. 
T h er e  is n o  pr o of  t h at M a c D o n al d  or  
Ir vi n g ori gi n at e d  t h e pr etri b  r a pt ur e t e a c h
i n g. " U n d er t h e cir c u mst a n c es, 5, s a ys 
W al v o or d,  "it  w o ul d  s e e m t h at c o m m o n  
h o n est y  w o ul d  c all f or D a v e  M a c P h er 
s o n t o writ e  a n ot h er b o o k  c o nf essi n g  
t h at his  e ntir e  p oi nt  of  vi e w  h as  n o  b asis  
i n f a ct as  f ar as  M a c D o n al d  a n d  Ir vi n g 
ar e  c o n c er n e d. ,， s

It a p p e ars e vi d e nt t h at t h e pr etri b  
c o n c e pt  ar os e  as  a  r efi n e m e nt of  t h e pr e 
mill e n ni al  s yst e m. " D uri n g t h es e p ast  
ni n et e e n  c e nt uri es  t h er e h as  b e e n  a  pr o 
gr essi v e r efi n e m e nt of  t h e d et ails  of  
C hristi a n  t h e ol o g y, b ut  n ot  u ntil  t h e l ast 
o n e  h u n dr e d  y e ars  h as  Es c h at ol o g y  c o m e  
t o t h e fr o nt t o r e c ei v e t h e m aj or  att e nti o n  
a n d  s cr uti n y  of  f or e m ost Bi bl e  s c h ol ars. 
It is n ot  t h at t h e d o ctri n e  of  C hrist's  
c o mi n g  or  a n y  of  its s p e ci al f e at ur es is 
n e w  or  n o v el,  b ut  t h at t h e d o ctri n e  h as  
fi n all y c o m e i nt o t h e pl a c e  of  pr o mi-  
n e n c eit  ri g htl y d es er v es.  Wit h  t h at pr o mi- 
n e n c e  t h er e h as  c o m e  a  gr e at er  dis c er n 
m e nt  of  pr o p h eti c  d et ail. *' 6

C ert ai nl y  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  e m p h a 
si z es t h e i m mi n e nt r et ur n of  C hrist,  b ut  
es c h at ol o g y  w as  n ot  a n  iss u e u ntil  aft er

i m mi n e n c y, n or  t h at t h e s e v e nti et h  w e e k  
of  D a ni el  w o ul d  i nt er v e n e b et w e e n  t h e 
r a pt ur e a n d t h e S e c o n d  A d v e nt,  d o c
tri n es t h at D ar b y  cl e arl y  t a u g ht i n t h e 
P o w ers c o urt  C o nf er e n c e  of  1 8 3 3....  
T h er e  is n o  c o n n e cti o n  b et w e e n  D ar b y's  
pr etri b ul ati o n alis m a n d t h e Ir vi n git e 
t e a c hi n g.' "

T h e  misi nf or m ati o n  c o n c er ni n g  t his 
w h ol e  iss u e b e c o m es  m or e  e vi d e nt  w h e n  
w e  l e ar n t h at all of  t h e Ir vi n git es w er e  
hist ori cists.

" As  f or t h e v er y  y o u n g  ( 1 5) a n d  c hr o ni 
c all y ill M ar g ar et  M a c D o n al d,  w e  c a n  
o nl y  tr ut hl y l a b el h er  as  a  *  c o nf us e d  r a p- 
t urist, wit h  el e m e nts  of  p arti al  r a pt uris m, 
p osttri b ul ati o n alis m,  p er h a ps  mi dtri b u-  
l ati o n alis m, b ut  n e v er  pr etri b ul ati o n al-

t h e r ef or m ati o n. T h er ef or e  it s e e ms 
str a n g e  f or a n y o n e  t o cl ai m  t h at his  vi e w  
of  t h e tri b ul ati o n is n e w er  or  ol d er  t h a n 
a n y o n e els e's. It s e e ms e vi d e nt t h at 
pr etri b m e n  i n r e c e nt y e ars st art e d a  
m aj or  m o v e m e nt  of  pr o p h eti c  st u d y a n d  
t h e p osttri b  c o n c e pt  is a  r e a cti o n t o t h at 
m o v e m e nt.  T h e  o b vi o us  p ur p os e, it 
s e e ms,  is t o s u g g est  t h at t h e pr etri b  vi e w  
h as  a  t e n d e n c y t o h er es y  a n d  t o tr y a n d  
s m e ar w h at  c a n n ot  b e  r ef ut e d wit h  e vi 
d e n c e.

* *It  is o n e  t hi n g t o r e c o g ni z e t h at t h e 
Ir vi n git es w er e  vit all y  i nt er est e d i n pr o p h 
e c y;  it is a n ot h er  t hi n g t o cl ai m  t h at t h e y 
t a u g ht a  pr etri b ul ati o n al  r a pt ur e; a n d  it is 
q uit e  a  diff er e ntt hi n g  t oi m pl y t h at D ar b y  
w as  i nfl u e n c e d b y  t h e m...

" T h e  Ir vi n git es o b vi o usl y  di d  n ot  t e a c h
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is k n o w n offi ci all y

M e m ori es  of  O B C
B y  M arj ori e  B ol h o us

R et ur ni n g  h o m e,  M o m,  D a d,  a n d  I t al k e d a n d  t al k e d.

T h e  first p art  of  A u g ust,  I tr a v el e d wit h  ot h er  m e m b ers  
of  t h e Ri pl e y  C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o Or e g o n  a n d  att e n d e d  o ur
c h ur c h  c o nf er e n c e.  M y  ol d est  br ot h er  Fr a n cis  still li v e d i n 
Or e g o n  aft er  fi nis hi n g Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n J u n e.

Ot h er  y o u n g p e o pl e

B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

br ot h er  Fr a n cis,  his  wif e  Iris, a n d t h eir b a b y  d a u 
M art h a  h a d  m o v e d  i nt o e v a n g elis m.

Fi n all y,  D a d  d e ci d e d  it w o ul d  b e  o k a y  f or m e  t o g o  t o

C h ur c h  ol  G o d  

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e

R e c e ntl y  Bri a n  Atr a,  a n  Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  gr a d u at e,  
t ol d us  a b o ut  a  w o n d erf ul  c o urs e  h e  h a d  r e c e ntl y fi nis h e d i n 
s e mi n ar y o n  t h e S y n o pti c  G os p els — M att h e w,  M ar k,  a n d  
L u k e.  H e  w as  v er y  a p pr e ci ati v e  of  t h e si mil ariti es of  t h e 
t hr e e p ar all el  a c c o u nts  of  C hrist's  a cti viti es a n d C hrist's  
w or ds.  E a c h  G os p el  writ er  off er e d  a sli g htl y u ni q u e  sl a nt 
or  e dit ori al bi as  t o his  r e c or d of  J es us' mi nistr y,  y et  t h e 
s el e cti o n of  st ori es is b asi c all y  t h e s a m e.

T his  iss u e of  t h e Hist or y  N e wsl ett er  f e at ur es t w o fi n e 
a ut h ors  writi n g  t h eir m e m oirs  c o v eri n g  a  si mil ar s u bj e ct—  
Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  a n d  its i nfl u e n c e i n t h e 1 9 4 0's  a n d  
b e y o n d.  T h e y  h a v e  n ot  c o nf err e d  wit h  e a c h  ot h er,  y et  t h e 
r e a d er will  s e e p ar all elis ms  of  s u bj e ct m att er,  a c q u ai nt 
a n c es, mi nistri es,  a n d m e m ori es.  T his  gi v es  t h e r e a d er a  
u ni q u e i nsi g ht i nt o t h e h a p p e ni n gs  at O B C — M ar g e  
str essi n g lif e at c oll e g e a n d Willis  ( D a d) str essi n g lif e 
o utsi d e  t h e c oll e g e  w alls,  a n d  t h e i nfl u e n c e t h e st u d e nts h a d  
u p o n  hi m  a n d  t h e c o m m u nit y  w hi c h  e v e nt u all y  l e d hi m  t o 
C hrist.

W e  s u g g est y o u  r e a d t h es e t w o s h ort arti cl es as o n e  
w o ul d  r e a d a n ot h er's di ar y.  T h e y  ar e li k e or al  hist or y  i n

w ar.  H a vi n g  p ers u a d e d  t h e s c h o ol a ut h oriti es  t o l et m e  t a k e 
L ati n  d uri n g  m y  l ast t w o y e ars  of  s c h o ol i nst e a d of  e arli er,  
I w as  r e a d y!

att e n d e d  t h e si x w e e ks'  S u m m er  Tr ai ni n g  S c h o ol  i n 1 9 4 2.  
E d,  B o b,  Ell e n,  a n d  H ar ol d  w er e  pl a n ni n g  t o att e n d  Or e g o n  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e  t h at f all.

It w as  t h e s u m m er of  1 9 4 3,  a n d  I h a d  gr a d u at e d  fr o m 
hi g h  s c h o ol i n M a y.  I w a nt e d  t o g o  t o c oll e g e. B ut  w h er e 
a n d  h o w ?

D uri n g  J ul y of  t h at s u m m er, I s u bstit ut e d  f or t h e Br o w n  
C o u nt y  F ar m  B ur e a u  s e cr et ar y i n Mt.  St erli n g.  T h at  w as  
e x citi n g.  It w as  f u n t o s p e n d t w o w h ol e  w e e ks  r o o mi n g i n 
t o w n.

S o  m y  t h o u g hts t ur n e d t o s e cr et ari al tr ai ni n g. Or  s h o ul d 
I a c c e pt  t h e s c h ol ars hi p  t o W est er n  Illi n ois T e a c h er's  C ol-I a c c e pt  t h e s c h ol ars hi p  t o W est er n  Illi n ois T e a c h er's  C ol 
l e g e i n M a c o m b ?  N urs e's  tr ai ni n g w o ul d  b e  p ai d  b y  t h e 
g o v er n m e nt  as n urs es  w er e  b a dl y  n e e d e d  b e c a us e  of  t h e

Ot h er  y o u n g p e o pl e w er e  t h er e fr o m c h ur c h es  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e c o u ntr y.  M a n y  of  t h es e I k n e w  fr o m h a vi n g

Or e g o n  w as  a  l o n g w a y  fr o m m y  h o m e  a n d  f a mil y. M y  
br ot h er  Fr a n cis,  his  wif e  Iris, a n d t h eir b a b y  d a u g ht er

j o ur n al f or m. T h e y  ar e pri m ar y  hist ori c al  writi n gs,  a n d  
p er h a ps  hist ori a ns  i n y e ars  t o c o m e  m a y  br o ws e  t h e m t o 
pi c k  o ut  n a m es,  d at es,  a n d  e v e nts  t o d o c u m e nt  a  r es e ar c h 
arti cl e  b e ari n g  u p o n  t h e m aj or  c h a n g es  w hi c h  d e v el o p e d  
wit hi n  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  d uri n g  t his ti m e p eri o d.  (It 
s hift e d t o pr o m oti o n  of  f or ei g n missi o ns  ar o u n d 1 9 4 8,  
w hi c h  h as  c o nti n u e d  t o t his d a y.)

O h,  y es,  t h e Bl a c k h a w k  St at u e  b y  L or a d o  T aft  h as  
r e c e ntl y b e e n  r e n o v at e d a n d  l o o ks g o o d  wit h  a  "f a c e lift. " 
T h e  ni g ht  M a xs o n's  M a n or  b ur n e d,  m a n y  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
m e m b ers  a n d  Or e g o n  r esi d e nts— y o u n g  a n d  ol d — st o o d o n  
t h e bl uff  a cr oss  t h e ri v er at  Bl a c k h a w k's  f e et a n d  w at c h e d  a  
l a n d m ar k cr u m bl e  i nt o ci n d ers. M e m ori es  a n d  m o ur ni n g  
m er g e d  i n t h at h o ur.  T aft's  ot h er  s c ul pt ur e w hi c h  M ar g e  
r ef err e d t o is k n o w n offi ci all y as " T h e F u n er al  
Pr o c essi o n. "  It is si x h o o d e d  fi g ur es b e ari n g  a  c as k et  al oft  
t h eir s h o ul d ers. T h at  ni g ht,  a n  er a  di e d  a n d  w as  c arri e d  off  
t o b e  l ai d t o r est. D o n't  m o ur n,  h o w e v er.  T h e  C h ur c h  of  
G o d  is ali v e a n d vi g or o us  a n d  M a xs o n's  M a n or  is t o b e  
r e b uilt!

N e xt  Iss u e: L ett ers  a n d  p h ot os  o nl y.

n  S Y N O P TI C  HI S T O R Y "
E dit ori al  b y  J a n Stils o n



t h e c oll e g e.  W hil e  i n Or e g o n,  t h eir f a mil y w as  a n  i m p ort a nt

i n a  fir e of  u n d et er mi n e d  c a us e  M ar c h  2 7,  1 9 9 3.t h e

h el pi n g  s et t h e t a bl es. W e  us e d  r e al li n e n t a bl e cl ot hs a n d  
cl ot h  n a p ki ns,  all w ell-st ar c h e d  a n d  ir o n e d. E a c h  p ers o n's

p art  of  t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h.
I n l at e O ct o b er,  1 9 4 3,  t h e c oll e g e  m o v e d  o n e  mil e  n ort h  

of  t o w n i nt o t h e m a nsi o n  t h er e. T his  w as  s ol d a  f e w y e ars

ot h er  C hristi a n  y o u n g  p e o pl e  w as  t h e b est.  Fri e n ds hi ps
Q c  二  cl * * ：  —  —  X  X.  . — . — 一 _ — — 1 1  2  _  ［ 口

_  n o w  a
wi d o w  als o ； H er  s o n, D al e  R a ms e y,  is M usi c  Dir e ct or  of

l at er a n d  is n o w  M a xs o n  M a n or. *
M y  S h ort h a n d  a n d E n glis h  I nstr u ct or, Vi vi a n  Kir k 

p atri c k,  b e c a m e  a g o o d  fri e n d. ( H e als o b e c a m e  m y

M a xs o n  M a n o r,  sit e of O r e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  d u ri n g  
ml d ・ 1 9 4 0's.  一 J. W.  M c L ai n  p h ot o.

* E dit or's  N ot e:  Tr a gi c all y.  M a xs o n  M a n or,  f or m er sit e of  
Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n t h e 1 9 4 0's,  b ur n e d  t o t h e gr o u n d

n a p ki n  w as  m ar k e d  wit h  a  s pri n g cl ot h es pi n  wit h  his  or  h er 
n a m e  o n  it. T h us  t h e n a p ki ns  c o ul d  b e  us e d  f or a  w e e k.

" M o m " m a d e  s ur e w e  us e d  o ur  m a n n ers.  T h er e  w as  n o  
r us hi n g t hr o u g h a  c af et eri a  li n e. S u n d a y  di n n er  w as  s er v e d 
at 1 p. m.  aft er e v er y o n e h a d  r et ur n e d fr o m c h ur c h. Of  
c o urs e,  w e  all  w or e  o ur  " S u n d a y b est. "

" S u n n y S o ut h, "  f or m all y k n o w n  as Er n est  B ar n u m,  
h ail e d  fr o m L o uisi a n a.  H e  w as  m usi c  dir e ct or  a n d  a  gr e at  
b arit o n e  si n g er.

Gr a n d  R a pi ds,  Mi c hi g a n,  a n d Vi vi a n  J o h ns o n fr o m 
H e ct or,  Mi n n es ot a.  ( M y d a u g ht er  a n d h er  h us b a n d  n o w  
p ast or  t h e c h ur c h i n H e ct or.)  T h e  J o h ns o n sist ers fr o m 
Mi n n e a p olis  w er e  o c c u p a nts  of  t h e ot h er  girls'  r o o m; als o  
i n t h e r o o m w as  L u cill e  Kr a us e  fr o m ar o u n d  T ol e d o,  O hi o.

T h e  b o ys  w er e  q u art er e d  i n t h e e ast  wi n g  a n d  us e d  t h e 
bi g  fr o nt st air w a y. W e  girls  w er e  r el e g at e d t o t h e b a c k  
st airs. T h e  c o n n e cti n g  d o or  b et w e e n  t h e h all w a ys  w as  k e pt  
l o c k e d.

" M o m " Br e w er,  D or m  M ot h er,  li v e d i n t h e M ast er  B e d 
r o o m, w hi c h  w as  als o b et w e e n t h e girls a n d b o ys.  A  
m arri e d  c o u pl e  h a d  a r o o m i n t h e b o ys'  s e cti o n. E m or y  
M a c y  w as  a st u d e nt a n d his  wif e  Mil dr e d  att e n d e d  s o m e 
cl ass es. S h e  h el p e d  " M o m " i n w h at e v er  w a y  s h e w as  
n e e d e d.  T h eir  fi v e- y e ar- ol d d a u g ht er  J o y c e als o  li v e d t h er e.

T w o  d o w nst airs  r o o ms at t h e c oll e g e w er e  c o n v ert e d  
i nt o cl assr o o ms.  T h e  h u g e  li vi n g r o o m w as  o ur  g at h eri n g  
pl a c e  f or d e v oti o n al a n d s o ci al ti m es. T h er e  w as  a n  
u n h e at e d  e n cl os e d p or c h  o n  t h e s o ut h si d e of  t h e h o us e.  
T h e  bi g  v er a n d a  o n  t h e e ast  o v erl o o k e d  R o c k  Ri v er.

Ali c e  C ar p e nt er,  Art  T e a c h er,  w as  s u c h a  d e ar  l a d y. S h e  
t o o k us  al o n g  t h e b a n ks  of  t h e ri v er o n e  d a y  f or s k et c hi n g 
G o d's  gr e at  o ut d o ors.  H er  cl ass es  w er e  i nt er esti n g f or all,  
e v e n  t h o u g h m ost  of  us  w er e  n ot  artisti c. I r e m e m b er I di d  
pr es e nt  a c h al k t al k ( wit h a n ot h er  st u d e nt's h el p)  t o t h e 
Or e g o n  C h ur c h  of  G o d  S u n d a y  S c h o ol.

W e  h a d  a  gr e at  ti m e at  t h at b e a utif ul  ol d  h o us e.  " M o m "  
Br e w er  w as  a w o n d erf ul  D or m  M ot h er  a n d  a gr e at  c o o k.  
St u d e nts  t o o k t ur ns d oi n g  dis h es  i n t h e " b utl er's p a ntr y. "  
G ar y  Fr a n c e  us e d  t o s a y, " Y o u ar e n't  a g o o d  dis h  dr y er  if 
y o u  c a n't  g et  off  w h at  t h e dis h  w as h er  miss e d. "

T h e  bi g  di ni n g  r o o m h el d  t w o h u g e  t a bl es. I e nj o y e d

d a g ht er's  f at h er-i n-l a w. H er  m ot h er-i n-l a w  W al ci e  a n d I 
t al k o n  t h e p h o n e  al m ost e v er y d a y,  s h ari n g a b o ut o ur  
m ut u al  c hil dr e n  a n d  gr a n d c hil dr e n.)

M y  r o o m m at es at  t h e c oll e g e  w er e  Ell e n  R a ms e y  fr o m

t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n Or e g o n  si n c e Br ot h er  Kir k p atri c k  
w o ul d  b e  t e a c hi n g s h ort h a n d f or t h at y e ar.  (I h a d  t a k e n 
t y pi n g i n hi g h  s c h o ol.)

Of  c o urs e,  m y  p ar e nts  w a nt e d  m e  t o h a v e  t h e Bi bl e  i n
str u cti o n, t o o. T h e y  k n e w  m ost  of  t h e p e o pl e  i n c h ar g e  of  
t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  It w as  a q u esti o n  of  h o w  I w o ul d  g et  
e n o u g h  m o n e y  f or t h e s c h o oli n g. Als o  u n d er  c o nsi d er ati o n  
w as  t h e dist a n c e  fr o m h o m e.  T h er e  w o ul d  b e  n o  w a y  1  
w o ul d  g et  b a c k  h o m e  b ef or e  C hrist m as.

W e  g ot  u p  e arl y  o n e  m or ni n g  ar o u n d  4: 0 0  o' cl o c k  e arl y  
i n S e pt e m b er.  D a d  t o o k m e  t o c at c h  t h e b us  i n Mt.  St erli n g  
at 5: 0 0.  I tr a v el e d fr o m t h er e t o P e ori a  a n d aft er  m a n y  
h o urs  of  ri di n g, w aiti n g,  a n d  c h a n g es  of  b us es,  I arri v e d  i n 
Di x o n.  A n ot h er  b us  c h a n g e  t o o k pl a c e  t h er e! I arri v e d  i n 
Or e g o n  ar o u n d  6: 0 0  p. m.  It w as  q uit e  a n a d v e nt ur e  f or a  
s h y 1 8- y e ar- ol d.

Fr o m  t h e Or e g o n  b us  st o p, Si n nissi p pi  H ot el,  I c all e d  
t h e h o us e  at  4 0 3  S o ut h  T hir d  Str e et,  w hi c h  w as  b ei n g  us e d  
as a d or mit or y.  E v e n  t h o u g h it w as  t h e s u p p er h o ur,  
H ar ol d  D o a n  c a m e  t o pi c k  m e  u p.  I' d m et  hi m  i n 1 9 4 2  at  
S u m m er  S c h o ol.  I r e all y f elt a w k w ar d arri vi n g i n t h eir 
mi dst  d uri n g  a  m e al.

As  I l o o k b a c k  o n  t his ti m e, es p e ci all y w h e n  m y  
d a u g ht er  P a ul a  w as  gr o w n,  m arri e d  at  al m ost 1 9,  a n d  l eft 
h o m e,  h o w  di d  m y  m ot h er  f e el ? I k n o w  s h e disli k e d  m y  
g oi n g  s o f ar a w a y  a n d  w as  a p pr e h e nsi v e  a b o ut  m y  l e a vi n g 
h o m e.  Tr u e,  it w as  o nl y  t w o h u n dr e d  mil es,  b ut  it t o o k t h e 
b ett er  p art  of  a  d a y  t o dri v e.  T his  w as  w ar  ti m e a n d  g as  w as  
r ati o n e d. B esi d es,  M o m  a n d D a d  h a d  n eit h er  t h e ti m e n or  
t h e m o n e y  t o c o m e visit  m e.  T h e y  w er e  h ar d- w or ki n g  
f ar m ers.

1 s u p p os e M o m  j ust m a d e  h ers elf  a c c e pt  t h e f a ct t h at s h e
w o ul d  n ot  s e e m e  u ntil  C hrist m as.  I di d  r e c ei v e a  l ett er e a c h  
w e e k  a n d wr ot e  i n r et ur n. M y  sist er H el e n,  1 1,  w as  still 
h o m e,  of  c o urs e. Als o,  m y  br ot h er  L o z ell e  w or k e d  as a  
f ar m h a n d  a n d still li v e d at h o m e. M y  mi d dl e  br ot h er  
H ar ol d  w as  st ati o n e d o v ers e as  wit h  t h e U. S.  Ar m y  Air  
F or c e  i n B ur m a.  M o m  h a d  gr e at  c o n c er n  f or his  w elf ar e.

C oll e g e  w as  a gr e at  e x p eri e n c e  f or m e.  Y es,  I l e ar n e d

s h ort h a n d a n d  i m pr o v e d m y  Bi bl e  k n o wl e d g e.  B ei n g  wit h

f or m e d ar e  still fl o uris hi n g. M y  r o o m m at e Ell e n  li v es 
Vir gi ni a.  W e  s e e e a c h  ot h er  at  c o nf er e n c es.  S h e  is



— J. W.  M c L ai n  p h ot o.

s eri es of  i n ci d e nts t o l e a d us

H o w  G o d  L e d  M e  t o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d
B y  Willis  T u r n e r

O n  S e pt e m b er  2 5, 1 9 3 9,  h a vi n g  b e e n  a r esi d e nt of  
Or e g o n,  Illi n ois, f or o nl y  a  y e ar  a n d  a  h alf,  I m arri e d  I d a 
M a e  Fri e m ut h.  I d a h a d  li v e d i n t h e Or e g o n  ar e a  all  h er  lif e. 
W e  m o v e d  i nt o a n a p art m e nt t w o h o us es  s o ut h of  t h e 
Or e g o n  C h ur c h  of  G o d  p ars o n a g e  o n  N ort h  T hir d  Str e et.  
Aft er  a b o ut  a m o nt h  w e  m o v e d  i nt o a  littl e h o us e  o n  N ort h  
Si xt h  Str e et  o w n e d  b y  t h e S.  J. Li n ds a ys  w hil e  t h e y w e nt  
t o Ari z o n a  f or t h e wi nt er.  T h e  littl e c o n v ert e d  h o us e  w as  t h e 
f or m er R estit uti o n  pri nt  s h o p. It h a d  a  c e m e nt  bl o c k  i n t h e 
mi d dl e  of  t h e li vi n g r o o m fl o or w h er e  a  pri nti n g  pr ess  h a d  
st o o d. It h a d  n o  pl u m bi n g.

G o d  w as  alr e a d y  s etti n g a
i nt o a  l o n g, h a p p y,  a n d  fr uitf ul ti m e wit h  G o d's  p e o pl e.

E arl y  o n  I m et  M uri el  R a n d all  H ass,  w h o  w as  g oi n g  t o 
t h e Or e g o n  Tr ai ni n g  S c h o ol  (l at er O B C)  a n d w as  a n  
e m pl o y e e  i n t h e or g a ni z ati o n  i n w hi c h  I w as  als o  w or ki n g.  
D uri n g  t his ti m e, I w or k e d  p art  ti m e at  t h e F ar m  B ur e a u  
g as oli n e  st ati o n. I m et  Ott o  Di c k  a n d Si d n e y  M a g a w,  
w as h e d  t h eir wi n ds hi el ds,  a n d  fill e d t h eir c ars wit h  g as.  
T h er e  w as  s o m et hi n g a b o ut  t h es e m e n  t h at w as  diff er e nt.  I 
w at c h e d  t h e m c ar ef ull y  a n d  wit h  i nt er est.

O n  A u g ust  1, 1 9 4 1,  I w as  hir e d  b y  t h e C o u nt y  F ar m

B ur e a u  as  m a n a g er  of  t h e c o u nt y  f ar m s u p pl y w ar e h o us e  i n 
Or e g o n.  It w as  at  t h at ti m e I b e c a m e  a w ar e  of  t h e y o u n g  
m e n  w h o  w er e  att e n di n g  t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n Or e g o n.  I 
l e ar n e d t h at it w as  a  p art  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.

T h e  S e c o n d  W orl d  W ar  w as  g oi n g  o n  at  t his ti m e, a n d  it 
w as  c o m m o nl y  t h o u g ht a n d  e x pr ess e d  t h at s o m e of  t h es e 
f ell o ws w er e  c o ns ci e nti o us  o bj e ct ors,  e v a di n g  t h e a mi y.  I 
w at c h e d  t h es e y o u n g  f ell o ws cl os el y.

O n  J u n e 2 0, 1 9 4 1,  o ur  d a u g ht er  J a n et ( Stils o n) w as  
b o m  t o I d a a n d  m e.  I h a d  n ot  b e e n  dr aft e d  y et.  I w as  l at er 
dr aft e d  a n d  r ej e ct e d.

Si n c e  o ur  w ar e h o us e  h a n dl e d  l ar g e t o n n a g es of  f e e ds, 
f ertili z ers, a n d  p etr ol e u m  pr o d u cts,  I oft e n  n e e d e d  p art-ti m e  
h el p  t o u nl o a d  tr u c ks a n d  b o x  c ars.  T h e  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  w as  
a  s o ur c e of  str o n g y o u n g  m e n  l o o ki n g f or p art-ti m e  w or k.  
E.  Mil o n  H all  ( w h o l at er b e c a m e  m y  p ast or),  Fr a n cis  
B ur n ett,  E.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h,  G ar y  Fr a n c e,  a n d I' m s ur e  
ot h ers  w er e  n o w  e nt eri n g m y  lif e. Alt h o u g h  t h e y w er e  
y o u n g  m e n  t h e n, t h er e w as  a n attit u d e of  s o bri et y a n d 
p ur p os e  i n t h eir li v es. I w at c h e d  t h e m a n d c o nt e m pl at e d  
w h at  w as  r e all y h a p p e ni n g  i n t h eir li v es.

I w as  r ais e d a M et h o dist  a n d m y  wif e  w as  r ais e d

O n e  s n o wst or m, w e  h a d  f u n pl a yi n g  i n t h e s n o w. I 
c h eris h  pi ct ur es  of  t h e b e a utif ul  s n o w-l a d e n tr e es a n d of  
st u d e nts cl o w ni n g  ar o u n d.  S o m e  st u d e nts br a v e d  t h e c ol d  
邸 n d  s k at e d t h e i c e o n  R o c k  Ri v er.  O n e  ni g ht  t hr e e of  us  
ri v alk e d  a cr oss t h e ri v er o n  t h e i c e a n d  e x pl or e d t h e Art  
C ol o n y.

S pri n gti m e  f o u n d s o m e of  us  o ut  i n b o ats  o n  t h e ri v er. A  
fri e n d, Ti m,  r o w e d m e  a cr oss  t h e ri v er o n e  S u n d a y  aft er 
n o o n.  W e  w al k e d  ar o u n d  t h e ar e a  of  Bl a c k h a w k  a n d  t h e 
Art  C ol o n y.  Ti m  t o o k m y  pi ct ur e  s e at e d o n  a  st at u e c all e d  
" T h e M us es. "  T his  st at u e still st a n ds o n  t h e L or a d o  T aft  
Fi el d  C a m p us.

T o  e ar n m o n e y,  I b a b y-s at  f or t h e F e ar er  c hil dr e n a n d  
cl e a n e d h o us e  f or Mrs.  W e yr a u c h  as w ell  as ot h er  o d d  
j o bs.

I st art e d w or ki n g  at K a bl e  N e ws  i n Mt.  M orris  i n 
N o v e m b er.  T his  w as  w ar  ti m e a n d  h el p  w as  h ar d  t o g et.  S o  
t h e c o m p a n y  s e nt a  c ar  d o w n  t o t h e c oll e g e  t o pi c k  u p  t hr e e 
ot h er  girls  a n d  m e  t o w or k  d uri n g  t h e aft er n o o n.

S o m eti m e  i n D e c e m b er,  1 9 4 3,  a y o u n g  m a n  st art e d 
w or k  at K a bl e  N e ws.  H e  als o w as  assi g n e d t h e j o b of  
b ei n g  o ur  c h a uff e ur. T h e  ot h er  girls  m a d e  m e  sit i n t h e 
fr o nt s e at. T his  y o u n g  m a n  l at er b e c a m e  m y  h us b a n d.  B ut  
t h at's a n ot h er  st or y.

Cl os e  t o fift y y e ars  h a v e  p ass e d.  M e m ori es  ar e e v e n  
m or e  pr e ci o us  t h a n e v er  n o w  t h at t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  h as  
m o v e d  a w a y  fr o m Or e g o n.



c h ur c h b uil di n g. G o d  bl ess e d

L ut h er a n.  N eit h er  of  us  w as  att e n di n g a n y c h ur c h. W e  
w e r e  n ot  C hristi a ns,  alt h o u g h  I h a d  h e ar d  t h e d o ctri n e  of  
t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g  of  J es us f or t h e first ti m e at  a g e 1 6  at  a  
B a ptist  C h ur c h  d uri n g  a  s er vi c e c o n d u ct e d  b y  a n  O gl es b y  
(I L) Bi bl e  C oll e g e  g os p el  t e a m. At  t h at ti m e I a c c e pt e d  
J es us s e cr etl y, b ut  w as  afr ai d  t o g o  f or w ar d. T his  f ail ur e 
h a u nt e d  m e  wit h  g uilt  f or m a n y  y e ars.

N o w  I w as  b e gi n ni n g  t o h e ar  t h at t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
t a u g ht a n d pr e a c h e d  t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g  of  J es us t o t h e 
e art h.  S o  I list e n e d wit h  i n cr e asi n g i nt er est

D uri n g  t his ti m e ( p ossi bl y t w o t o t hr e e y e ars  l at er) 
M yrl e  Cl a uss e n  as k e d  I d a a n d  m e  if s h e c o ul d  st o p, pi c k  u p  
J a n et, o ur  littl e d a u g ht er,  a n d t a k e h er  t o V a c ati o n  Bi bl e  
S c h o ol.  G o d  w as  still l e a di n g. J a n et w o ul d  bri n g  h o m e  h er  
h a n d w or k  w hi c h  M yrl e  h a d  s o i n g e ni o usl y cr e at e d f or 
t e a c hi n g h er  st u d e nts. W e  w o ul d  as k  J a n et w h at  t his w as  
a n d  wit h  all  t h e e x cit e m e nt  of  a  littl e c hil d,  s h e w o ul d  t ell us  
t h es e littl e Bi bl e  st ori es. Fr o m  a littl e c hil d w e  w er e  
l e ar ni n g Bi bl e  tr ut hs t a u g ht b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d!

Aft er  t h e V B S  w as  o v er,  w e  t h o u g ht it w as  i m p ort a nt 
f or o ur  d a u g ht er  t o b e  i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  b e c a us e  b ot h  of  us  
h a d  b e e n  i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  e v er y  S u n d a y  m or ni n g  w h e n  
w e  w er e  at  h o m e  as  ki ds,  b ut  di d n't  t hi n k it i m p ort a nt f or 
us  t o g o  as  a d ults. S o  e a c h  S u n d a y  m o mi n g  I' d t a k e J a n et  
t o S u n d a y  S c h o ol  a n d  l e a v e h er,  t h e n g o  d o w n  t o D o e d e n's 
u ntil  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  w as  o v er.  T h e n  aft er  a  ti m e I b e g a n  t o 
st a y m ys elf,  b ut  s at i n t h e b a c k  p e w.

Sist er  L eil a  W hit e h e a d  w as  t h e t e a c h er, a n d w h at  a  

w o m a n  of  G o d  s h e w as!  I d a di d n't  g o  y et,  b ut  aft er  a  w hil e 
w e  b e g a n  t o att e n d  as  a  f a mil y. W e  n o w  h a d  t w o c hil dr e n,  
J a n et A n n  a n d  G ar y.  G ar y  is n o w  p ast or  at  F a mil y  Bi bl e 
F ell o ws hi p  i n R o c kf or d,  I L, a n d  J a n et Stils o n  h as  b e e n  
Mi nist er  of  M usi c  t h er e t h e p ast  t w o y e ars. "

B a c k  t o l at e 1 9 4 0's  or  e arl y 5 0's,  Br o.  Si d n e y  M a g a w  
w as  p ast or  at  t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h  of  G o d,  b ut  his  u nti m el y  
d e at h  br o u g ht  Br o.  F.  L.  A usti n  as  i nt eri m p ast or.  H e  w as  
pr e a c hi n g  w h e n  w e  first b e g a n  t o att e n d.  I b eli e v e  h e  w as  
als o a n i nstr u ct or at O B C.  S o o n  aft er t his Br o.  J. R.  
L e Cr o n e  b e c a m e  t h e p ast or.  Br o.  Willi a m  W a c ht el  w as  a  
st u d e nt  at  O B C.  T h es e  t w o m e n  c a m e  t o o ur  h o m e  t o t al k t o 
us  a b o ut  t h e n e e d  t o m a k e  a  c o m mit m e nt  t o G o d  b y  a c 
c e pti n g  His  S o n  J es us C hrist.

O n  O ct o b er  1 4, 1 9 5 1,  I d a a n d I m a d e  a d e cisi o n  t o 
b eli e v e  G o d  a n d  a c c e pt e d  His  S o n  as  o ur  S a vi or.  W e  w er e  
b a pti z e d  t h at aft er n o o n  i n t h e R o c k  Ri v er.  T his  w as  1 8  
y e ars  aft er  I first h e ar d  a n d  b eli e v e d!

Al m ost  i m m e di at el y I f o u n d m ys elf  f as ci n at e d wit h  t h e 
c o n c e pt  of  c o n gr e g ati o n al  c h ur c h g o v er n m e nt — t h e i d e a 
t h at e a c h  C h ur c h  of  G o d  c h o os es  its o w n  l e a d ers hi p, its 
o w n  p ast or.  Ot h er  i d e as i ntri g u e d us  as  w ell:  a  C o nf er e n c e  
of  C h ur c h es  d oi n g  t hi n gs t o g et h er t h at e a c h  o n e  w as  n ot  
eff e cti v e  i n d oi n g  al o n e; a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  tr ai ni n g p ast ors  
a n d  t e a c h ers; a n d  a  missi o ns  pr o gr a m  r e a c hi n g ar o u n d  t h e 
w orl d.

I w as  first el e ct e d  as  a  tr ust e e i n t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h  a n d

wit h  Br o.  P a ul  J o h ns o n's h a n d  o n  m y  s h o ul d er, I l e ar n e d 
t h e dis ci pli n e  n e e d e d  t o att e n d  t o t h e d uti es  s et b ef or e  m e.  
H e  h a d  a  w a y  of  p oi nti n g  a  p ers o n  i n t h e ri g ht dir e cti o n,  it 
s e e m e d.

At  a l at er y e ar,  1 9 6 2,  m y  c o m p a n y tr a nsf err e d m e  t o " 
M a c o m b,  Illi n ois. W e  tr a nsf err e d o ur  m e m b ers hi p  t o t h e 
M a c o m b  C h ur c h  of  G o d.  W hil e  t h er e w e  h el p e d  b uil d  t h e 
n e w c h ur c h b uil di n g. G o d  bl ess e d us d uri n g t his 
e x p eri e n c e.  T hr e e  a n d a h alf  y e ars  l at er w e  m o v e d  t o 
R o c kf or d,  Illi n ois, i n t h e s pri n g of  1 9 6 6.  W e  att e n d e d  
Bl ess e d  H o p e  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  a n d  i n t h e l ast t w o y e ars  h a v e  
b e e n  att e n di n g  t h e n e w  C h ur c h  of  L o v es  P ar k/ R o c kf or d  
c all e d  F a mil y  Bi bl e  F ell o ws hi p.

I h a v e  b e e n  as k e d  t o writ e  d o w n  t h e pr o c ess  t h at c a us e d  
m e  t o b e c o m e  c o m mitt e d fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  m y  
c o n v ersi o n,  w h y  I h a v e  b e e n  st e a df ast f or t h es e m a n y  ( 4 2) 
y e ars,  a n d  i n v ol v e d at  a n  e arl y  d at e.  I h a v e  s e e n m y  e ntir e  
f a mil y— m y  d a u g ht er  a n d  h er  h us b a n d  a n d  t hr e e c hil dr e n,  
o ur  s o n, his  wif e  a n d  t h eir f o ur c hil dr e n,  all a c c e pt  C hrist.  
S e v er al  ar e  s er vi n g G o d  dili g e ntl y  n o w.

T h e  n e xt  y e ar  aft er  m y  c o n v ersi o n  I att e n d e d  t h e G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  t h at w as  t h e n h el d  at Or e g o n,  Illi n ois, i n 
c o n n e cti o n  wit h  t h e Illi n ois St at e  C o nf er e n c e.  I w as  el e ct e d  
t h at y e ar,  I b eli e v e,  t o t h e t h e n N ati o n al  S u n d a y  S c h o ol 
B o ar d  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  H ar ol d  D o a n  w as  t h e 
C h air m a n  of  t h e Ass o ci ati o n.  H e  als o  p ast or e d  a  c h ur c h  i n 
S o ut h  B e n d,  I n di a n a, a n d  br o a d c ast  a  s er m o n e a c h  S u n d a y,  
m or ni n g  o v er  a r a di o st ati o n i n C hi c a g o  ( W AI T). 
list e n e d t o his  m ess a g es  r e g ul arl y.

G o d  bl ess e d  m e  d uri n g  t h es e y e ars  t o h a v e  a  j o b t h at 
g a v e  m e  m u c h  fr e e d o m t o b e  a cti v e i n s o m a n y  r es p o n
si biliti es i n m y  c h ur c h  a n d  c o nf er e n c e.  I s er v e d as  S u n d a y  
S c h o ol  s u p eri nt e n d e nt at  t h e Or e g o n  C h ur c h,  as w ell  as  
ot h er  offi c es,  a n d  w as  pr esi d e nt  of  t h e Illi n ois St at e  C o n 
f er e n c e f oll o wi n g Br o.  J o h ns o n's m a n y  y e ars  of  s er vi c e.

At  t h e first c o nf er e n c e  h el d  a w a y  fr o m Or e g o n,  a b o ut  
1 9 5 4  or  ' 5 5, at  Q u a k er  H a v e n  C a m p  Gr o u n ds  i n I n di a n a, I 
w as  n o mi n at e d,  al o n g wit h  Br o.  Cl y d e  R a n d all,  t o b e  
Pr esi d e nt  of  t h e G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  T h e  r es p o nsi bilit y f ell 
t o m e  a n d  s o f or t hr e e y e ars  I w or k e d  o n  t h e C o nf er e n c e  
b o ar d.  T his  w as  a s pirit u al m o u nt ai n-t o p  e x p eri e n c e. I 
s er v e d wit h  m a n y  of  G o d's  p e o pl e:  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  a n d still ar e w o n d erf ul  fri e n ds t o t his d a y.  Sr.  
V er n a  T h a y er,  Br o.  W alt er  Wi g gi ns,  Sr.  L e ot a  H a ns o n,  
Br o.  Ji m W at ki ns,  Br os.  Ott o  Di c k,  V e mis  W olf e,  H ar v e y  
Kr o g h,  Jr., Srs.  L eil a  W hit e h e a d,  E v el y n  A usti n,  Br os. 
B e n  C ar p e nt er,  St a nl e y  R oss,  H ar ol d  D o a n ―  n  a n d  o n;  
li k e t h e writ er  of  t h e H e br e w  l ett er, s p a c e a n d  ti m e d ef y  m y  
listi n g all  t h e f ait hf ul wit n ess es  I' v e b e e n  bl ess e d  t o k n o w.  
I e x p e ct  t o s e e all  of  t h e m i n t h e gl ori o us  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d!  
W h at  a  d a y  t h at will  b e!  4

T o  G o d  b e  t h e gl or y,  gr e at  t hi n gs H e  h as  a n d  is d oi n g.  
H o w  gr e at  it is t o still b e  a bl e,  t o s o m e e xt e nt,  s er v e G o d  
wit h  s o  m a n y  b e a utif ul  p e o pl e  e v e n  t o t his d a y.

E v e n  s o, L or d  J es us, c o m e  q ui c kl y!
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b y  Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n  
C ol u m bi a  St ati o n,  O H

F T E R  LI S T E NI N G  T O  A  C O U P L E  
of  s er m o ns  o n  t h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  of  
C hrist  r e c e ntl y, I b e g a n  pl a yi n g  
ar o u n d  wit h  s o m e  n u m b ers  a n d c a m e  

u p  wit h  a n  i ntri g ui n g dis c o v er y.  I h a v e  al w a ys  
b e e n  c uri o us  a b o ut  t h e m e a ni n g  of  J es us * w or ds  
i n M att h e w  2 4: 3 4  w h er e  H e  pr e di ct e d,  * * V eril y  I 
s a y  u nt o  y o u,  T his  g e n er ati o n  s h all n ot  p ass,  till 
all  t h es e t hi n gs b e  f ull e d. " B uts e n n o ns  o n  C hrist's  
r et ur n sti m ul at e d m e  t o as k a g ai n: " C o ul d t his 
pr o vi d e  a  m at h e m ati c al  cl u e  l o t h e ti m e of  C hrist's  
r et ur n, p er h a ps  e v e n  i n m y  o w n  lif eti m e ? "

I n d e e d, Isr a el is a si g n- n ati o n or  G o d's  b a 
r o m et er c o n c er ni n g  His  pl a n  f or t h e Ki n g d o m  
A g e  t o c o m e  ( Z e c h. 9: 1 6;  Is a. 1 1: 1 0- 1 2).  J es us 
us es  t h e fi g tr e e as  a  m et a p h or  f or Isr a el a n d  t h e 
si g n  of  His  c o mi n g  ( M att. 2 4: 3 2- 3 6;  M ar k  1 3: 2 8;  
L u k e  2 1: 2 9),  j ust as  it's als o  fr e q u e ntl y us e d  i n 
t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  (J er. 2 4;  J o el 1: 6,  7;  H os.  
9: 1 0).  All  t h e si g ns  i n di c ati n g J es us ' r et ur n ( M att. 
2 4: 3- 3 1)  ar e  t o b e  f ulfill e d w h e n  t h e fi g tr e e p uts  
f ort h its l e a v es— t h at is, d uri n g  t h e g e n er ati o n  
w h e n  Isr a el is r e vit ali z e d o n c e  a g ai n.  C o ul d  t h at 
b e  t h e s a m e g e n er ati o n  w hi c h  s a w Isr a e Ps r e- 
g al h eri n g  as  a  n ati o n  i n M a y,  1 9 4 8 ?

Alt h o u g h  it c a n  b e  ar g u e d  t h at ,• g e n er ati o n " 
( Gr e e k, g e n e a)is  i nt e n d e d t o m e a n  n ati o n  or  r a c e, 
l et's s u p p os e  it is s p e cifi c all y  r ef erri n g t o a  p eri o d  
of  ti m e ( D e ut. 3 2: 7;  E x.  3: 1 5;  Ps a.  1 0 2: 2 4;  M att.  
1: 1,  1 7;  A cts  1 3: 3 6;  C ol.  1: 2 6).  M y  u n d erst a n d 
i n g of  a Bi bli c al  g e n er ati o n  of  ti m e is 2 0  t o 4 0  
y e ars. If t his is a c c ur at e, t h e n c o nsi d er h o w  
" g e n er ati o n *'  fits i nt o t h e hist ori c al  d at es  oflsr a efs  
r e birt h fr o m t h e ti m e of  t h e Zi o nist  m o v e m e nt  
si n c e 1 8 9 7  t o t h e pr es e nt.  T a k e  a l o o k at t h e 
f oll o wi n g list of  e v e nts  i n Isr a el's e arl y  m o d e m

b e gi n ni n gs  a n d  s e e if a  p att er n  c a n  b e  f o u n d: 
First  Zi o nist  C o n gr ess,  B as el  
B alf o ur  D e cl ar ati o n  
U. N.  P artiti o ns  P al esti n e  i nt o 
J e wis h/ Ar a b St at es  
J er us al e m b e c o m es  Isr a el's 
p oss essi o n  ( 6- D a y W ar) 1 9 6 7
Alt h o u g h  t h er e ar e  m a n y  i m p ort a nt d at es  i n 

m o d e m  Isr a el, t h e pr e c e di n g  list m ar ks  t h e mil e 
st o n es  of  Isr a el's pr o p h eti c  r ol e i n t h e S cri pt ur es  
as  a  si g n  of  t h e ti m es. T h e  c o n c e pt  ( C o n c e pti o n 
l e a di n g t o birt h  p a n gs ?  S e e  1  T h es.  5: 1- 3)  t h at 
f or m all y est a blis h e d  t h e ai m  of  m a ki n g  Isr a el a n  
i n d e p e n d e nt st at e b e g a n  i n 1 8 9 7.  T his  e n c o ur 
a g e d f u n dr aisi n g or g a ni z ati o ns  t o fi n a n c e t h e 
p ur c h as e  of  l a n d i n P al esti n e  a n d  u n d er writ e  t h e 
i m mi gr ati o n of  J e ws. B y  t h e o ut br e a k  of  W orl d  
W ar  I, t h o us a n ds of  J e ws  i m mi gr at e d t o t h e l a n d, 
w hi c h  l e d t o t h e B alf o ur  D e cl ar ati o n  of  N o v e m 
b er  2, 1 9 1 7,  w h e n  Brit ai n  a n n o u n c e d  its s u p p ort  
a n d  pl e d g e  t o h el p  est a blis h  a  J e wis h  h o m el a n d.  
T his  si g nifi c a ntl y p er p et u at e d  J e wis h p o p ul a
ti o n t o ris e b y  l e a ps a n d b o u n ds  ( M o v e m e nt 
wit hi n  t h e m ot h er's  w o m b ?),  y et  v ari o us  r estri c
ti o ns cl os e d  m u c h  of  t h e a n ci e nt  h o m el a n d  t o t h e 
J e ws.  Fi n all y,  aft er  W orl d  W ar n,  t h e n e xt  m aj or  
mil est o n e  o c c urr e d  o n  N o v e m b er  2 9, 1 9 4 7,  w h e n  
t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns  v ot e d  t o p artiti o n  P al esti n e  
i nt o a  J e wis h  a n d  a n  Ar a b  st at e.  T his  i n cl u d e d t h e 
birt h  of  Isr a el wit hi n  si x m o nt hs.

N ot e,  h o w e v er,  t h at Isr a el's birt h  w as  o nl y  
b e gi n ni n g  w h e n  it b e c a m e  a n  i n d e p e n d e nt st at e 
i n M a y,  1 9 4 8.  It st art e d t o e m er g e  b ut  c ert ai n  
t errit ori es w er e  n ot  y et i n h a bit e d, n a m el y  
J er us al e m,s W est er n  W all,  t h e o nl y  r e m n a nt of  
t h e S e c o n d  T e m pl e,  a n d  t h e b uri al  pl a c e  of  t h e
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a p p e ar  i n o ur  g e n er ati o n!
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A d or ni n g  t h e D o ctri n e
b y  P ast or  Willi a m  W a c ht el,  W e n at c h e e,  W A
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p ossi bl e.  All  t h es e f a ct ors of  p ers o n al  
c o n d u ct will  c ert ai nl y i nfl u e n c e t h eir 
d e cisi o n  w h et h er  t o a c c e pt  t h e cl ai ms  w e  
m a k e  f or C hristi a nit y,  or  w h et h er  t o r ej e ct 
t h e m!

S o m e  str o n gl y d o ctri n al C hristi a ns,  
w h o  pri d e  t h e ms el v es o n  t h eir ort h o d o x y,  
pr es e nt  a  t ast el ess a n d  u n p al at a bl e  ki n d  of  
r eli gi o n. T h e y  ar e n ot  "s e as o n e d wit h  
s alt " ( C ol. 4: 6;  L u k e  1 4: 3 4, 3 5).  T h e y  d o  
n ot  “ a d o m  t h e d o ctri n e "  as t h e y s h o ul d 
wit h  g o dl y  s pirit u alit y a n d l o vi n g ki n d- 
n ess.  T his  c a n  o nl y  bri n g  r e pr o a c h o n  t h e 
n a m e  of  C hrist  a n d  a  b a d  r e p ut ati o n o n  t h e 
c h ur c h  t h at p uts  u p  wit h  s u c h m e m b ers  
wit h o ut  s e e ki n g t o c orr e ct  a n d  dis ci pli n e ?!  
t h e m i n a c c or d  wit h  S cri pt ur e.

p atri ar c hs  i n H e br o n.  A n d  s o,  a n  i nt e gr al 
p orti o n  of  pr o p h e c y  r el ati n g t o J er us al e m 
w as  n ot  f ulfill e d. ( S e e J os h. 2 1: 4 3- 4 5;  
O b a di a h  1 7- 2 1;  D a n.  1 1: 3 1;  M att.  2 4: 1 4,  
1 5;  2  T h es.  2: 3, 4.)

T h e n,  t h e Si x- D a y  W ar  of  J u n e, 1 9 6 7,  
c ul mi n at e d  i n t h e r e u nifi c ati o n of  J er us a
l e m a n d  t h e o c c u p ati o n  b y  Isr a eli f or c es 
of  t h e W est  B a n k,  G ol a n  H ei g hts,  G a z a  
Stri p,  a n d  Si n ai  P e ni ns ul a.  B ut  t h e k e y  t o 
pr o p h e c y,  J er us al e m, h el ps  u nl o c k  t h e 
m yst er y  of  *'t his  g e n er ati o n "  a c c or di n g  
t o S cri pt ur e.  ( S e e Z e c h.  2.)

J es us, l a m e nt ati o n o v er  J er us al e m  
( M att. 2 3: 3 1- 3 9)  a n d dis c ussi o n  of  t h e 
t e m pl e a n d His  s e c o n d c o mi n g i n t h e 
v er y  n e xt  c h a pt er  of  M att h e w  ( 2 4: 1- 3) 
i n cl u di n g "t his g e n er ati o n "  ( v. 3 4)  is 
i ntri g ui n g i n vi e w  of  t h e f a ct t h at J er us a
l e m h as  b e e n  i n Isr a el's p oss essi o n  si n c e 
1 9 6 7.  Wit h  t his i n mi n d,  t h er e a p p e ars  t o 
b e  s o m e c o n n e cti o n b et w e e n  t h at d at e  
a n d  t h e g e n er ati o n  J es us  w as  r ef erri n g t o 
i n M att h e w.

N o w  w e  c o m e  t o a  f as ci n ati n g p att er n  
r e v e al e d b y  t h e f o ur d at es:  1 8 9 7,  1 9 1 7,  
1 9 4 7,  a n d 1 9 6 7.  First,  e a c h  o n e  e n ds  i n 
s e v e n, u n d erst o o d as G o d's  n u m b er.  
S e c o n d,  si m pl e arit h m eti c s h o ws t h at 
b et w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d 1 9 6 7  t h er e is a  li m e

s p a n  of  7 0  y e ars,  a  pr o p h eti c all y  si g nifi 
c a nt  n u m b er  s u c h as t h e 7 0  W e e ks  i n 
D a ni el  9: 2 4- 2 7.  T hir d,  a n d  m ost  i m p or
t a nt i n r e g ar d t o "t his  g e n er ati o n, "  is t h e 
p artiti o ni n g  of  P al esti n e  i nt o a  J e wis h 
h o m el a n d  l e a di n g t o Isr a efs birt h  a n d  
r est or ati o n.

J es us s ai d, " W h e n y e  s h all s e e all  
t h es e t hi n gs, k n o w  t h at it is n e ar,  e v e n  at  
t h e d o ors "  ( M att. 2 4: 3 3).  Isr a el c o nti n 
u es  t o b e  at  t h e c or e  of  pr o p h e c y  w h e n  
" all t h es e t hi n gs * * h a p p e n a n d t his 
c o ul d n't  b e  a n y  m or e  tr u e si n c e its b e 
gi n ni n g  birt h  i n 1 9 4 7.  T h at  y e ar  m ust  
h a v e  s o m et hi n g  t o d o  wit h  * *t his  g e n er a-  
ti o n. " If, f or e x a m pl e,  u t his g e n er ati o n "  
is 2 0  t o 4 0  y e ars,  t h e n it's n o  c oi n ci d e n c e  
t h at w h at  t o o k pl a c e  b et w e e n  1 9 4 7  a n d  
1 9 6 7  a m o u nts  t o 2 0  y e ars!

T h er e  is j ust o n e  pr o bl e m,  h o w e v er,  if 
w e  a d d  4 0  y e ars  t o 1 9 4 7.  J es us di d n't  
c o m e  i n 1 9 8 7,  di d  h e ?  S o,  w h e n  J es us 
s ai d * *t his  g e n er ati o n, " di d  H e  r e all y m e a n 
H e  w o ul d  c o m e  b y  t h at p eri o d ?  O b vi 
o usl y  n ot,  if w e  b eli e v e  i n His  lit er al, 
p h ysi c al  r et ur n ( M att. 2 4: 3 0).  B ut,  w h at  
if J es us w as n't  r e all y s a yi n g H e  w o ul d  
c o m e  wit hi n  t h e 4 0  y e ars  of  a  g e n er ati o n  
b ut  w as  a ct u all y  pr e di cti n g  t his w o ul d  
b e  t h e g e n er ati o n  b or n  d uri n g  t h at p e 

ri o d fr o m 1 9 4 7  t o 1 9 8 7 ?  T his  w o ul d  
m a k e  1 9 6 7,  t h e y e ar  Isr a el t o o k o v er  
c o m pl et e p oss essi o n  of  J er us al e m, as  
t h e f o c al p oi nt  of  t h e g e n er ati o n  p eri o d.

L et's  g o  a  st e p  f urt h er wit h  t his i d e a. 
S u p p os e  w e  a d d  t h e s cri pt ur al n u m b er,  
4 0,  t o 1 9 6 7,  w hi c h  c o m es t o t h e y e ar  
2 0 0 7.  M y  r e as o n f or d oi n g  t his is n ot  
b e c a us e  I ass ert,  as  s o m e d o,  t h at "t his  
g e n er ati o n "  s h o ul d b e gi n  at 1 9 6 7,  b e 
c a us e  I b eli e v e  it r e all y a p pli es  t o 1 9 4 7,  
as  E v e  st at e d.  M y  p ur p os e  f or a d di n g  4 0  
t o 1 9 6 7  si m pl y  s h o ws t h at t h os e b o m  2 0  
y e ars  b ef or e  a n d aft er t h at i m p ort a nt 
y e ar  will  still b e  ar o u n d,  m a n y  i n o ur  
pri m e,  if J es us w er e  t o c o m e  b y  2 0 0 7!  
N oti c e,  t h er e's t h at n u m b er  s e v e n  a g ai n!

A m  I s etti n g  t h e d at e  of  J es us' r et ur n ? 
D efi nit el y  n ot,  f or “ of  t h at d a y  a n d  h o ur  
n o  o n e  k n o ws ”  ( M att. 2 4: 3 6).  B ut  w h e n  
w e  g o  t o t h e S cri pt ur es  w e  g o  b a c k  t o t h e 
f ut ur e pr o p h e ci es  w hi c h  p oi nt  us  cl os er  
t o t h e s e as o n of  C hrist's  r et ur n. J es us 
t ells us  t o l e ar n fr o m t h e p ar a bl e  of  t h e 
fi g tr e e, Isr a el, b y  o bs er vi n g  t h at s u m
m er  is as  cl os e  as  t h e d o ors.  H o w  m o vi n g  
is t h e t h o u g ht t h at J es us  c o ul d  v er y  w ell

r h

s p e a k,  a n d  t h e a cti o ns  w e  d e m o nstr at e  all  
s e n d a  m ess a g e  t o p e o pl e  ar o u n d  us.  T h at  
m ess a g e  is o n e t h at p ortr a ys eit h er  
C hristli k e n ess  or  els e  t y pi c al h u m a n  c ar 
n alit y,  s elf- c e nt er e d n ess,  i m p ati e n c e, a n d  
pri d e.

P e o pl e  ar e q ui c k  t o r e a d a n d  j u d g e 
w h at  ki n d  of  " C hristi a ns "  w e  ar e  b y  w h at  
t h e y s e e i n t h e w a y  w e  r e a ct t o t h e m a n d  
t o ot h ers.  T h e y  r e c o g ni z e w h et h er  w e  ar e  
" g oi n g o ut  of  o ur  w a y "  t o b e  ki n d  a n d  
g e n er o us  t o ot h ers,  b e y o n d  t h e c all of  
“ d ut y, ”  or  w h et h er  w e  ar e  gr u d gi n g  a n d  
cl os e d- h e art e d  i n o ur  d e ali n gs  a n d  h u m a n  
r el ati o ns hi ps. T h e y  c a n t ell w h et h er  w e  
ar e  q ui c k  t o g ossi p  a n d  t e ar d o w n  ot h er  
p e o pl e  or  w h et h er  w e  s e e m a n xi o us al 
w a ys  t o e v al u at e  ot h ers  i n t h e b est  li g ht

O C T RI N E — t h e t e a c hi n g of  
S cri pt ur e — is vit all y  i m p or
t a nt! N o  C hristi a n  s h o ul d 
e v er u n d er esti m at e  its i m

p ort a n c e  i n a n y  w a y.  B ut  it is n ot  t h e o nl y  
t hi n g t h at is i m p ort a nt, or  t h e o nl y  t hi n g 
t h at is cr u ci al  t o s al v ali o n! T h e  A p ostl e  
P a ul  c alls  u p o n  b eli e v ers  t o als o  " a d or n  
t h e d o ctri n e "  ( Tit us 2: 1 0).  T o  a d or n  is t o 
d e c or at e,  t o m a k e  attr a cti v e,  t o m a k e  s o m e
t hi n g l o o k pl e asi n g  or  d esir a bl e.

T h e  d o ctri n es  of  t h e g os p el,  as  ess e n 
ti al as  t h e y ar e,  will  n ot  attr a ct  u n b eli e v ers  
if p e o pl e  w h o  pr of ess  t o f oll o w t h os e 
d o ctri n es  ar e  li vi n g i n a  w a y  t h at bri n gs  
dis cr e dit  o n  t h eir c h ur c h,  o n  C hristi a nit y,  
or  o n  t h e ms el v es as  i n di vi d u al b eli e v ers.  
T h e  attit u d es w e  r e v e al, t h e w or ds  w e
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S elf- Est e e m:  B ei n g  
t h e P ers o n  G o d  I nt e n d e d

b y  A ar o n  W ells
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  St u d e nt

H E  N E E D  F O R  t h e d e v el o p m e nt  of  
a g o o d  s elf-i m a g e a n d of  p ositi v e  
s elf- est e e m h as  b e c o m e  a n al m ost  
u ni v ers all y a c c e pt e d tr ut h a m o n g  

m e nt al  h e alt h  pr of essi o n als  i n t h e pr es e nt  a g e.  It 
is b eli e v e d  t h at p ositi v e  s elf- est e e m is n e e d e d  t o 
sti m ul at e us  i nt o h e alt h y  a cti o ns a n d a c hi e v e 
m e nts.  I n li g ht of  t his b eli ef  it is i nt er esti n g t o n ot e  
t h at o n e  esti m at e  s u g g ests t h at 9 5  p er c e nt  of  t h e 
p o p ul ati o n  t e n d t o c o m p ar e  t h e ms el v es u nf a v or a 
bl y  t o ot h ers.  ( 3, 3 1 3.)  If t his is t h e c as e, w h at  
i m p a ct s h o ul d o ur  C hristi a n  b eli efs  h a v e  o n  o ur  
s elf- est e e m ? S h o ul d  o ur  b eli ef  i n t h e tr ut h of  
G o d's  W or d  gi v e  us  a  b ett er  s elf-i m a g e,  or  s h o ul d 
o ur  k n o wl e d g e  of  o ur  si nf ul n at ur e  l e a v e us  f e el
i n g w ort hl ess ?  T his  p a p er  will  t a k e a  l o o k at  s o m e 
of  t h e c a us es  of  l o w s elf- est e e m a n d  will  tr y t o p ut  
f ort h a bi bli c al  m o d el  of  s elf- est e e m i n li g ht of  
G o d's  tr ut h.

J a m es D o bs o n,  i n his  b o o k  e ntitl e d " Hi d e  or  
S e e k "  pr o p os es  t h at t w o of  t h e m ai n  c a us es  of  l o w 
s elf- est e e m i n c hil dr e n ar e a n o v er e m p h asis  o n  
b e a ut y  a n d i nt elli g e n c e. Fr o m  t h e ti m e w e  ar e  
b o m  w e  ar e  c o nst a ntl y  b ei n g  j u d g e d o n  t h es e t w o 
crit eri a.  It is n ot  u n c o m m o n  f or a  m ot h er  t o b e  
d e pr ess e d  s h ortl y aft er  t h e birt h  of  h er  first c hil d  
b e c a us e  a  n e w b or n  b a b y  t e n ds t o b e  h o m el y.  " S h e  
h a d  s e cr etl y h o p e d  t o gi v e  birt h  t o a gri n ni n g,  
wi n ki n g,  bli n ki n g,  si x- w e e k- ol d G er b er  b a b y,  
h a vi n g  f o ur fr o nt t e et h a n d  r os y, pi n k  c h e e ks. "  ( 5, 
1 5.)  A  c ut e  b a b y  or  c hil d  g ets  m u c h  m or e  att e nti o n  
t h a n o n e  w h o  is b el o w  a v er a g e i n l o o ks or  is 
d ef or m e d.  W h e n  p ar e nts  pr a y  f or a  b a b y  t h at is 
s o o n t o b e  b o m  t h e y pr a y  "t h at  t h e b a b y  will  b e  
n or m al — t h at is, * a v er a g e. ,B utfr o m  t h at m o m e nt  
o n,  a v er a g e  will  n ot  b e  g o o d  e n o u g h.  T h eir  c hil d  
m ust  e x c el. "  ( 5, 3 7.)

W h e n  c hil dr e n  w h o  ar e h o m el y  or  ar e sl o w 
l e ar n ers e nt er  s c h o ol, t h e y ar e  i m m e di at el y ri di
c ul e d or  l a u g h e d at b y  ot h er  c hil dr e n w h o  ar e  
cr u ell y  i ns e nsiti v e t o t h eir misf ort u n es.  A n d  b e 
c a us e  of  o ur  w ors hi p  of  b e a ut y  a n d  i nt elli g e n c e, 
e v e n  t h os e w h o  ar e  a b o v e  a v er a g e  will  oft e n  f e el 
i n a d e q u at e c o m p ar e d  t o a n  u nr e alisti c  i d e al t h at is 
i m p ossi bl e t o r e a c h. W e  as p ar e nts  m ust  c o n 
st a ntl y b e  b uil di n g  o ur  c hil dr e n  u p  a n d  s h o wi n g  
t h e m h o w  s p e ci al t h e y ar e  r e g ar dl ess of  w h at  t h e 
w orl d  t hi n ks. U nf ort u n at el y  m a n y  c hil dr e n  gr o w  
u p  i n d ysf u n cti o n al  f a mili es w h er e  t h e y ar e  u n 
l o v e d a n d  a b a n d o n e d.  B e c a us e of  t his l a c k of  l o v e, 
t h e y h a v e  n o  d ef e ns e  a g ai nst  a  c ol d  cr u el  w orl d  
t h at w a nts  t o t e ar t h e m d o w n.  J o h n P o w ell  st at es 
t h at " w e  ar e  v er y  l ar g el y s h a p e d b y  ot h ers,  w h o,  
i n a n  al m ost  fri g ht e ni n g w a y,  h ol d  o ur  d esti n y  i n 
t h eir h a n ds.  W e  ar e, e a c h  of  us,  t h e pr o d u ct  of  
t h os e w h o  h a v e  l o v e d us...  or  r ef us e d t o l o v e us. "  
( 8, 2 9.)

L et's  n o w  t a k e a  cl os er  l o o k at  t h e m e a ni n g  of  
s elf- est e e m. S e v er al  diff er e nt  w or ds  ar e s o m e 
ti m es us e d  i nt er c h a n g e a bl y wit h  t h e w or d  l*s elf-  
est e e m. "  T h e y  i n cl u d e "s elf-i m a g e, " "s elf- c o n-  
c e pt, " a n d "s elf- a c c e pt a n c e. " H o w e v er,  t e c h ni
c all y  t h er e is us u all y  a  disti n cti o n  m a d e  b et w e e n  
t h e t er m "s elf- est e e m "  a n d  t h e t er ms ,4 s elf- c o n- 
c e pt "  a n d  "s elf-i m a g e. "  " S elf- est e e m "  r ef ers t o a n  
e v al u ati o n  o n e  m a k es  of  hi m-  or  h ers elf  i n t er ms 
of  w ort h,  c o m p et e n c e,  a n d si g nifi c a n c e. u S elf-  
c o n c e pt "  a n d  "s elf-i m a g e " i n v ol v e a  d es cri pti o n  
of  o n es elf  i nst e a d of  a n  e v al u ati o n.  ( 3, 3 1 4.)

Ellis  a n d  Gri e g er,  i n t h eir b o o k  H a n d b o o k  of  
R ati o n al- E m oti v e  T h er a p y,  i n cl u d e a l e n gt h y 
dis c ussi o n  o n  t his disti n cti o n,  a n d  t h e y c o n cl u d e  
t h at t h e s elf- e v al u ati o n w hi c h  s elf- est e e m  i nf ers 
is h ar mf ul.  T h e y  p osit  t h at " v al u e  is a  m e a ni n gl ess
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( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 0)

t e r m w h e n  a p pli e d t o m a n's  b ei n g "  a n d  
t h at it is "i n v ali d  t o c all  hi m  eit h er  ' g o o d' 
or  ' b a d.'"  ( 6,1 0 1.)  T h e y  m u c h  pr ef er  t h e 
t er m "s elf- a c c e pt a n c e, " w hi c h  t h e y d e 
s cri b e as  a  i n di vi d u al w h o  "f ull y  a n d  u n 
c o n diti o n all y  a c c e pts  hi ms elf  w h et h er  or  
n ot  h e  b e h a v es  i nt elli g e ntl y, c orr e ctl y,  or  
c o m p et e ntl y a n d w h et h er  or  n ot  ot h er  
p e o pl e  a p pr o v e,  r es p e ct, or  l o v e hi m. "  ( 6, 
1 0 1.)  I w o ul d  t e n d t o a gr e e  t h at t h er e ar e  
s e v er al n e g ati v e  as p e cts  i n r e g ar d t o s elf
e v al u ati o n, es p e ci all y if t h e e v al u ati o n  
i n v ol v es c o m p ari n g  o n es elf  t o a n ot h er,  
b ut  I b eli e v e  t h at w e  c a n  h a v e  a  s e ns e of  
v al u e  t h at c o m es  t o us  w h e n  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
r est or e d t o a  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  G o d  as  t h e 
H e a v e nl y  F at h er,  a n d  w e  h a v e  t h e ass ur 
a n c e  t h at w e  ar e  w ort h  a  l ot t o Hi m.  ( 3, 
3 1 5.)

T h e  b est  bi bli c al  d es cri pti o n  of  s elf- 
est e e m  t h at I f o u n d c o m es  fr o m C olli ns.  
H e  st at es t h at it i n cl u d es "( 1) a c c e pti n g  
m ys elf  as  a  c hil d  of  G o d  w h o  is l o v e a bl e, 
v al u a bl e,  c a p a bl e; ( 2) b ei n g  willi n g  t o 
gi v e  u p  c o nsi d eri n g  m ys elf  t h e c e nt er  of  
t h e w orl d;  ( 3) r e c o g ni zi n g m y  n e e d  of  
G o d's  f or gi v e n ess a n d  r e d e m pti o n.... I 
a m  w h at  I a m, a p ers o n  m a d e  i n G o d's  
i m a g e, a  si n n er  r e d e e m e d b y  G o d's  gr a c e,  
a n d  a  si g nifi c a nt  p art  i n t h e b o d y  of  C hrist. "  
( 3, 3 1 5.)

T h e  C hristi a n  e m p h asis  s h o ul d n ot  b e  
hi g h  s elf- est e e m as  m u c h  as  it s h o ul d b e  
hi g h  " C hrist- est e e m. "  ( 2, 2 0 0.)  T hr o u g h  
t h e bl o o d  of  J es us C hrist  o ur  si ns ar e  
w as h e d  a w a y  a n d  f or g ott e n. W e  b e c o m e  
n e w  cr e ati o ns.  " T h er ef or e, if a n y o n e  is i n 
C hrist,  h e  is a n e w  cr e ati o n;  t h e ol d  h as  
g o n e,  t h e n e w  h as  c o m e! "  ( 2 C or.  5: 1 7,  
NI V.)  M a n y  C hristi a ns  d o  n ot  h a v e  t h e 
s elf- est e e m  t h e y s h o ul d  h a v e  b e c a us e  " w e  
h a v e  b e e n  writi n g  o ur  c o nst a nt  si nf ul n ess 
i n c a pit al  l ett ers a n d  o ur  n e w n ess  i n C hrist  
i n s m all  l ett ers. " ( 2, 2 0 0.)

J a y A d a ms,  a w ell- k n o w n  C hristi a n  
c o u ns el or,  is a n  e x a m pl e  of  s o m e o n e  w h o  
e m p h asi z es  o ur  si nf ul n ess. H e  st at es t h at 
t h e "l o v e  of  s elf  is n ot  a  bi bli c all y  l e giti
m at e  e n d. "  ( 1, 1 4 7.) H e  e m p h asi z es  s cri p
t ur es li k e M att h e w  1 0: 3 9  a n d  1 6: 2 5  t h at 
t al k a b o ut  l osi n g o ur  lif e f or C hrist's  s a k e 
i n or d er  t ofi n dlif e.(l, 1 4 7.)  H e  als o  st at es 
t h at llT h e  Bi bl e  is n ot  i nt e n d e d t o' m a k e  us  
s atisfi e d wit h  o urs el v es  as  w e  ar e,  b ut  t o 
d estr o y  a n y  s atisf a cti o n  t h at m a y  e xist.' "

Bi bli o gr a p h y
1.  A d a ms,  J a y E.  T h e  C hristi a n  C o u ns el or's  

M a n u al.  Gr a n d  R a pi ds:  B a k cr B o o k  H o us e,  1 9 7 3.
2.  A y c o c k,  D a vi d  W.,  a n d  N o a k cr,  S us a n.  * * A  

C o m p aris o n of S elf- Est e c m L c v c Ei n E v a n g cli c al  
C hristi a ns  a n d  G e n er al  P o p ul ati o ns. "  J o ur n a/ q/ - 
Ps y c h ol o g y  a n d  T h e ol o g y,  V 1 3,  N o.  3, F all,  
1 9 8 5.

3.  C olli ns,  G ar y  R.,  C hristi a n  C o u ns eli n g:  A  
C o m pr e h e nsi v e  G ui d e.  D all as:  W or d  P u blis hi n g,  
1 9 8 8.

4.  Cr a b b,  L a wr e n c e  J. B asi c  Pri n ci pl es  of  
Bi bli c al  C o u ns eli n g.  Gr a n d  R a pi ds:  Z o n d cr v a n  
P u blis hi n g  H o us e,  1 9 7 5.

5.  D o bs o n,  J a m es.  Hi d e  or  S e e k.  Ol d T a p p a n,  
N e w  J ers e y:  Fl e mi n g  H.  R e v ell  C o m p a n y,  1 9 7 1.

6.  Ellis,  Al b ert,  a n d Gri e g er,  R uss ell.  
H a n d b o o k  of  R ati o n al- E m oti v e  T h er a p y.  N e w  
Y or k:  S pri n g er  P u blis hi n g  C o m p a n y,  1 9 7 7.

7.  M y ers,  R ut h.  ' " G o d's I nt e ns el y P ers o n al  
L o v e. "  Dis ci pl es hi p  J o ur n al,  VI 1,  N o.  1,  J a n./ 
F e b.,  1 9 9 1.

8.  P o w ell,  J o h n. W h y  A m  1  Afr ai d  t o L o v e ?  
Nil es,  Il E n ois: Ar g us C o m m u ni c ati o ns  C o.,  1 9 7 2.

9.  Tr o bis c h,  W alt er. L o v e  Y o urs elf.  D o w n ers  
Gr o v e,  Illi n ois: I nt er V arsit y Pr ess,  1 9 7 6.

1 0.  W ats o n,  P a ul  J., et  al.  " R eli gi osit y, Si n,  
a n d S elf- Est e e m. "  J o ur n al  of  Ps y c h ol o g y  

T h e ol o g y, V 1 3, N o. 2,  S u m m er,  1 9 8 5.

( 3, 3 1 4.) W h at  A d a ms  s a ys  is n ot  wr o n g;  it 
j ust h as  t h e wr o n g  e m p h asis.  I a gr e e  wit h  
J a m es  Gr a h a m  t h at t h e e m p h asis  of  m a n's  
si n  a b o v e  G o d's  gr a c e  is s pirit u al a b us e.  I 
fi n d it i nt er esti n g t h at R o b ert  S c h ull er  h as  
st at e d t h at o n e  r e as o n " m a n y C hristi a ns  
h a v e  b e h a v e d  s o b a dl y  i n t h e p ast  t w o 
t h o us a n d y e ars  is b e c a us e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
t a u g ht fr o m i nf a n c y t o a d ult h o o d ' h o w 
si nf ul' a n d  * h o w  w ort hl ess'  w e  ar e. "  ( 1 0, 
1 1 7.) 1  w o ul d  als o  li k e t o a d d  t h e p oi nt  t h at 
if w e  f o c us o n  o ur  si nf ul n ess  s o  m u c h  t h at 
w e  st art t o d es pis e  o urs el v es,  t h e n w e  
b e c o m e  e g otists  j ust li k e t h os e w h o  l o v e 
t h e ms el v es t o o m u c h  b e c a us e  t h e y ar e  
f o c us e d o nl y  o n  t h e ms el v es eit h er  w a y.  
( 9, 1 5.)

I t hi n k C olli ns  b e a utif ull y  d es cri b es  
t h e pr o p er  b al a n c e  b et w e e n  si n a n d  gr a c e  
b y  st ati n g t h at u s elf- w ort h m ust  n ot  b e  
c o nsi d er e d  t h e s a m e  as  s elf- w ors hi p,  t h at 
s elf-l o v e is n ot  t h e s a m e as s elfis h n ess, 
t h at s elf- affir m ati o n  is diff er e nt  fr o m s elf- 
c o n c eit,  t h at w e  c a n  b e  a w ar e  of  o urs el v es  
wit h o ut  b ei n g  a bs or b e d  i n o urs el v es,  t h at 
s elf- d e ni al  is n ot  t h e s a m e  as  s elf- d e ni gr a
ti o n, t h at p utti n g  off  t h e si nf ul  n at ur e  is n ot  
t h e s a m e as  p utti n g  y o urs elf  d o w n,  t h at 
h u milit y  is n ot  t h e s a m e as  h u mili ati o n,  
a n d  t h at b ei n g  u n w ort h y  is n ot  t h e s a m e  as  
b ei n g  w ort hl ess. "

L e ar ni n g  t o l o v e a n d  a c c e pt  y o urs elf  is 
cl os el y e nt wi n e d wit h  l e ar ni n g t o l o v e 
ot h ers  a n d  l e ar ni n g t o l o v e G o d.  I n or d er  
t o l o v e o urs el v es  w e  n e e d  t o f e el t h e l o v e 
fr o m ot h ers  i n a d diti o n t o G o d's  l o v e. 
" W e  n e e d  t o s e e  i n t h e mirr or  of  a n ot h er's  
e y es  o ur  o w n  g o o d n ess  a n d b e a ut y "  i n 
C hrist.  ( 8, 4 9.) B ut  m u c h  of  t h e ti m e it is 
h ar d  f or ot h ers  t o l o v e us  if w e  d o n't  l o v e 
t h e m first. A n d  i n or d er  t o tr ul y l o v e 
ot h ers  w e  h a v e  t o s e e t h e w ort h  a n d  l o v e 
t h at G o d  h as  b est o w e d  u p o n  us  b ef or e  w e  
c a n  s e e t h e w ort h  a n d  l o v e t h at H e  h as  
gi v e n  t o t h os e ar o u n d  us.

If as  c hil dr e n  w e  h a v e  n ot  b e e n  l o v e d 
b y  t h os e ar o u n d  us,  w e  m a y  fi n d it h ar d  t o 
s h o w l o v e. B ut  " all of  us  h a v e  s o m e c a 
p a cit y  t o l o v e, s o m e a bilit y  t o m o v e  t h e 
f o c us of  o ur  mi n ds  o ut  fr o m o urs el v es  t o 
t h e n e e ds,  h a p pi n ess,  a n d f ulfill m e nt of  
ot h ers. "  ( 8, 1 1 2.) I n t h e b e gi n ni n g  w e  m a y  
b e  a bl e  t o o nl y  l o v e a  littl e, b ut  t h e n w e  
will  b e  l o v e d a  littl e, w hi c h  i n t ur n will  
e m p o w er  us  t o l o v e s o m e m or e.  ' * T o t h e

e xt e nt t h at w e  ar e willi n g  t o m a k e  t h e 
eff ort  a n d  d e di c ati o n  t h at is i n v ol v e d, w e  
will  b e  n o uris h e d  a n d  str e n gt h e n e d  b y  t h e 
l o v e t h at w e  s h all r e c ei v e i n r et u m.n  ( 8,( 
1 1 2.)

I n c o n n e cti o n  t o w h at  w as  s ai d a b o v e,  
it c a n  b e  s e e n t h at o ur  s elf- est e e m will  
gr o w  i n pr o p orti o n  t o t h e ti m e w e  i n v ol v e 
o urs el v es  i n t h e li v es of  ot h ers.  I n E p h e 
si a ns  4,  P a ul  t al ks a b o ut  t h e b o d y  of  C hrist  
a n d  h o w  i m p ort a nt it is f or e a c h  p art  t o 
f u n cti o n pr o p erl y.  " Fr o m hi m  t h e w h ol e  
b o d y,  j oi n e d a n d  h el d  t o g et h er b y  e v er y  
s u p p orti n g li g a m e nt, gr o ws  a n d b uil ds  
its elf u p  i n l o v e, as e a c h p art  d o es  its 
w or k. "  ( E p h. 4: 1 6,  NI V.)  G o d  h as  gift e d  
e v er y o n e  wit h  a  t al e nt t h at will  e dif y  t h e 
b o d y  of  C hrist.  Cr a b b  st at es, "I n C hrist,  
G o d  h as  pr o vi d e d  e v er y  p ers o n  wit h  si g
nifi c a n c e,  a m e a ni n gf ul  p ur p os e  f or li v
i n g " a n d  t h at " G o d  h as  d esi g n e d  t h e l o c al 
c h ur c h as t h e pri m ar y  v e hi cl e  t hr o u g h 
w hi c h  p e o pl e  ar e  t o e x er cis e  t h eir si g nifi
c a n c e- pr o vi di n g  gifts. "  ( 4, 5 9.) If p ast ors  
ar e  d oi n g  all  t h e w or k  i n o url o c al c h ur c h es,  
t h e n t h e y ar e  u r o b bi n g t h eir p e o pl e  of  a n  
o p p ort u nit y  t o m e et  t h eir n e e ds  as G o d  
i nt e n d e d. " ( 4, 6 0.) W h e n  w e  as  t h e b o d y
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p e o pl e  s a v e d  t h eir 

t e ar s b e c a u s e  t h e

t e ar s w er e  

pr e ci o u s;  t h e y 

w er e  e vi d e n c e  of  

t h eir d e e p  

d e v oti o n  a n d  l o v e.

T  H A D  J U S T B E E N  O N E  of  t h os e 
d a ys. P o u n di n g  r ai n o n  t h e r o of 
a w a k e n e d m e  as d ar k  cl o u ds h o v 
er e d  o utsi d e  m y  wi n d o w.  M y  b a c k 

a c h e  a n n o u n c e d  t h at it h a d n *  t dis a p p e ar e d  d uri n g  
m y  ni g ht's  sl e e p. As  t h e h a n ds  of  t h e kit c h e n  
cl o c k  f urti v el y m o v e d  f ast er a n d  f ast er, I fr a nti c
all y  tri e d t o fi nis h e xtr a  cl e a ni n g  b ef or e  c o m p a n y  
arri v e d t h e n e xt  d a y.  H o w e v er,  c o nst a nt  p h o n e  
c alls a n d i nt err u pti o ns p e p p er e d  t h e m or ni n g  
h o urs.

T h e n  c a m e  t h e "t o p p er. "  I h a d  j ust e n o u g h  ti m e 
t o r u n s o m e err a n ds  b ef or e  m y  c hil dr e n  arri v e d  
h o m e  fr o m s c h o ol. B ut  as  I t ur n e d t h e k e y  i n t h e 
i g niti o n, sil e n c e gr e et e d  m e.  T h e  b att er y  w as  
d e a d.  T h at's  w h e n  t h e d a m  br o k e.

A  fl o o d of  t e ars b urst  f ort h, str e a mi n g d o w n  
m y  f a c e, s pl as hi n g o nt o  t h e st e eri n g w h e el.  T h e  
st e a d y dr o ps  fr o m m y  e y es  m at c h e d  t h e " pl o p,  
pl o p "  of  r ai n t h at r es o u n d e d o n  t h e wi n ds hi el d.  
Ti m e  s e e m e d  s us p e n d e d  as  m y  e m oti o n al  w o u n ds  
w er e  cl e a ns e d  wit h  s alt w at er. W h e n  I w as  fi n
is h e d, a  r efr es hi n g s e ns e  of  p e a c e  a n d  h o p e  e n v el 
o p e d  m e.  T h o u g h  t h e b att er y  w as  still d e a d,  I w as  
r e vit ali z e d. M y  t e ars w er e  a  t o ni c t o m y  s o ul.

W h e n  w e  f a c e t h e tr o u bl es of  t his lif e, t e ars 
bri n g  h e ali n g  a n d  r e n e w al. Tr ut hf ull y,  it's h e alt h y  
t o cr y.  Cr yi n g  c a n  r e m o v e c h e mi c als  t h at b uil d  u p  
d uri n g  e m oti o n al str ess. A c c or di n g  t o Gr e g g  
L e v o y  i n a  Ps y c h ol o g y  T o d a y  arti cl e,  t h e a m o u nt  
of  m a n g a n es e  st or e d i n t h e b o d y  aff e cts o ur  
m o o ds,  a n d  t h e b o d y st or es t hirt y ti m es as  m u c h  
m a n g a n es e  i n t e ars as  i n bl o o d  s er u m.  Bi o c h e mist  
Willi a m  Fr e y  s a ys t h e l a cri m al gl a n d,  w hi c h  
d et er mi n es  t h e fl o w of  t e ars, c o n c e ntr at es  a n d  
r e m o v es m a n g a n es e  fr o m t h e b o d y.  Fr e y  h as  als o  
i d e ntifi e d t hr e e ot h er  c h e mi c als st or e d u p  b y  
str ess a n d  r el e as e d b y  cr yi n g.

Pr ais e  G o d  t h at w e  ar e  f e arf ull y a n d  w o n d er 
f ull y m a d e.  G o d  cr e at e d  t e ars as  a  r el e as e v al v e  
f or us.  F or  as  t h e Ps al mist  s a ys, 4T h os e  w h o  s o w

i n t e ars will  r e a p wit h  s o n gs  of  j o y " ( Ps al m 1 2 6: 5,  
NI V).

C o ntr ar y  t o p o p ul ar  o pi ni o n,  t e ars ar e  a ct u all y  
a  si g n  of  str e n gt h;  t h e y t estif y t o o ur  l o v e, c ari n g,  
a n d  aff e cti o n.  T h e  H e br e w  p e o pl e  b eli e v e d  t his. 
I n f a ct, t h e y oft e n  s a v e d t h eir t e ars i n ti n y c er a mi c  
c u ps — "t e ar c u ps. " ( T h es e s a cr a m e nt al v ess els  
c a n  b e  f o u n d i n t h e N ati o n al  M us e u m  i n J er us a 
l e m.) W h e n  s o m et hi n g aff e ct e d  t h e m— g o o d  or  
b a d — t h e y pi c k e d  u p  t h eir t e ar c u ps  a n d  w e pt  i nt o 
t h e m. W h e n  t h e y w er e  d o n e,  t h e y c a p p e d  t h e t e ar 
c u ps a n d p ut  t h e m a w a y. T h e  H e br e w  p e o pl e  
s a v e d t h eir t e ars b e c a us e  t h e t e ars w er e  pr e ci o us;  
t h e y w er e  e vi d e n c e of  t h eir d e e p  d e v oti o n  a n d  
l o v e.

P er h a ps  t h at is w h y  D a vi d  p e n n e d  t h e w or ds  
f o u n d i n Ps al m  5 6: 8:  ' T h o u h ast  t a k e n a c c o u nt  of  
m y  w a n d eri n gs;  p ut  m y  t e ars i n T h y  b ottl e;  ar e  
t h e y n ot  i n T h y  b o o k ? "  ( N A S B.)

D o n al d  M.  Willi a ms,  i n T h e  C o m m u ni c at or's  
C o m m e nt ar y,  t ells us  t h at t h e w or d  " w a n d eri n gs "  
c o m es  fr o m a  H e br e w  w or d  t h at m e a ns  * *t o  s h o w 
gri ef.,,  H e  c o m m e nts  t h at D a vi d  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  
e x p eri e n ci n g  gri ef  b e c a us e  h e  w as  w a n d eri n g  i n 
r ej e cti o n. T his  ps al m  w as  writt e n  b y  D a vi d  w h e n  
t h e P hilisti n es  s ei z e d  hi m  i n G at h.

Y et  D a vi d  s ai d t o G o d,  “ P ut  m y  t e ars i n T h y  
b ottl e, "  or,  " P ut  m y  t e ars i n y o ur  t e ar c u p, "  E v e n  
i n his  d es p air,  D a vi d  w as  ass ur e d t h at his  t e ars 
w er e  pr e ci o us  t o G o d.  His  h e a v e nl y  F at h er  n ot  
o nl y  k n e w  of  D a vi d's  s orr o w, H e  w as  s a vi n g a n d  
r e m e m b eri n g e a c h  m o m e nt  of  h e art a c h e.  T h e y  
w er e  g at h er e d  i n G o d's  t e ar c u p;  t h e y w er e  writt e n  
i n G o d's  b o o k.

As  p ast ors 5 wi v es,  t h e str ess es i n o ur  li v es ar e  
s o m eti m es e n o n n o us. W e  s h ar e, wit h  o ur  h us 
b a n ds,  i n t h e pr o bl e ms  a n d  c o n c er ns  of  o ur  c o n 
gr e g ati o ns.  B ut  w h o  is t h er e t o list e n t o o ur  str u g gl es 
a n d  dis a p p oi nt m e nts ?  Hi d d e n  h urts  a c h e  wit hi n  
us;  l o n eli n ess s o m eti m es t hr e at e ns t o e n g ulf  us.

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 0)



A U G U S T.  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 3T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 2 2

J

J er e mi a h,
T h e  W e e pi n g  Pr o p h et

b y  P ast or  D a vi d  W.  C h e at w o o d  
R o c kf or d,  I L

Y o u  will  n oti c e  i n 
t h e s e v er s e s  t h at 
t h e s h e p h er d s  of  
t h e fl o c k w er e  t h e 

pr o bl e m.

p e o pl e  t o s urr e n d er  a n d  s o t o s a v e t h eir li v es ?
T his  m ess a g e,  c o mi n g  t o m e n  w h os e  d es p er at e  

n ati o n alis m  w as  all t h e y h a d  t o cli n g t o, w as  
c o m pl et el y  r ej e ct e d, a n d  t h e b e ar er  w as  r ej e ct e d 
wit h  his  m ess a g e.  J er e mi a h w as  r e g ar d e d as a  
m e d dl er  a n d a tr ait or, a n d p e o pl e,  n o bl es,  a n d  
ki n gs  alt er n at el y tri e d l o d o  hi m  t o d e at h.  Al 
t h o u g h h e  n e e d e d  t h e l o v e, s y m p at h y, a n d e n 
c o ur a g e m e nt  of  a  wif e,  h e  w as  n ot  p er mitt e d  t o 
m a n y,  a n d  i n t his pr o hi biti o n  h e  b e c a m e  a  si g n 
t h at lif e as  us u al  w as  s o o n t o c e as e  f or J e nis al er. ^

( 1 6:l- 4).4
C o m e  wit h  m e  as w e  

c o nsi d er s e v er al e v e nts  
i n J er e mi a h's lif e a n d  
w h at  t h os e e v e nts  mi g ht  
m e a n  t o us  i n t h e c h ur c h  
t o d a y. C a n  w e  l e a m fr o m 
t his f ait hf ul m a n  of  G o d ?  
W 山  w e  l e ar n fr o m hi m ?

J er e mi a h 2 6

T h e  L or d  gi v es  J er e
mi a h  a  m ess a g e  t o s h ar e 
wit h  t h e p e o pl e  of  J u d a h. 
T h e y  ar e  t o r e p e nt or  els e.  

As  s o o n  as  h e  d eli v er e d  t h e m ess a g e  t h e y d e ci d e d  
t h at J er e mi a h s h o ul d di e.  His  mi nistr y  w as  n ot  
w ell  a c c e pt e d.  T h e y  t h o u g ht e v er yt hi n g  w as  o k a y  
t h e w a y  it w as,  b ut  G o d  h a d  s o m et hi n g els e  i n 
mi n d.  J er e mi a h  st o o d  his  gr o u n d  a n d  e v e n  i n vit e d 
t h e m t o kill  hi m  if t h e y s o d esir e d,  b ut  t h at t h e y 
w o ul d  b e  s h e d di n g i n n o c e nt bl o o d.

D o es  t his h a p p e n  i n t his d a y  a n d  a g e ?  I h a v e  
h e ar d  r u m ors d uri n g  m y  e ntir e  mi nistr y  of  t h o《  
w h o  w a nt  t o r ej e ct t h e m ess e n g er  b e c a us e  t h e y 
d o n *t  li k e t h e m ess a g e.  It is a  s h a m e t h at p e o pl e

E R E MI A H  W A S  O N E  of  t h e gr e at 
est  H e br e w  pr o p h ets.  H e  w as  b o m  
i nt o a  pri estl y  f a mil y of  A n at h ot h,  a  
B e nj a mit e  t o w n t w o a n d  a  h alf  mil es  

n ort h c ast  of  J er us al e m. His  f at h er w as  Hil ki a h  
( 1: 1), n ot  t o b e  c o nf us e d wit h  t h e hi g h  pri est  
Hil ki a h  m e nti o n e d  i n 2  Ki n gs  2 2;  2 3.  B e c a us e  of  
t h e a ut o bi o gr a p hi c al n at ur e  of  his  b o o k,  it is 
p ossi bl e  t o u n d erst a n d  his  lif e, c h ar a ct er, a n d  
ti m es b ett er  t h a n t h os e of  a n y ot h er  H e br e w  
pr o p h et. 1

J er e mi a h's f ait hf ul
n ess  t o his  c all  u n d er  t h e 
m ost  diffi c ult  cir c u m 
st a n c es m a k es  hi m a  
pri m e  e x a m pl e  of  d e v o 
ti o n t o G o d  at  t h e gr e at 
est  p ers o n al  s a crifi c e. 2

J er e mi a h w as  c all e d  
t o b e  a  pr o p h et  at  a  m ost  
u n h a p p y  ti m e. Wit h  t h e 
f ail ur e of  J osi a h's r e
vi v al,  t h e fi n al d e cli n e  of  
t h e n ati o n  w as  u n d er  w a y.  
W h e n  h e  w as  c all e d, it 
w as  i nti m at e d t o J er e
mi a h  t h at his  m ess a g e  w o ul d  b e  o n e  of  c o n 
d e m n ati o n  r at h er t h a n s al v ati o n ( 1: 1 0, 1 8,  1 9).  
Y et  h e  w as  als o  gi v e n  a  m ess a g e  of  h o p e  ( 3 0: 1- 
3,  1 8- 2 2;  3 1: 1- 1 4,  2 3- 4 0).  T hr o u g h o ut  his  l o n g 
mi nistr y  of  m or e  t h a n 4 0  y e ars  his  pr e a c hi n g  
r efl e ct e d t his t h e m e of  j u d g m e nt. G o d  h as  ris e n 
e arl y a n d s e nt His  s er v a nts, t h e pr o p h ets,  b ut  
Isr a el w o ul d  n ot  h e ar  ( 7: 2 7; 4 4: 4,  5).  N o w  t h e 
f at e pr e di ct e d  f or a n  a p ost at e  n ati o n  i n D e ut er 
o n o m y  2 8- 3 0  w as  i n e vit a bl e. B a b yl o n  w o ul d  
c a pt ur e J u d a h, a n d it w o ul d  b e  b ett er  f or t h e
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P er h a p s  w e  c a n  
l e ar n fr o m J er e mi a h  

a n d  hi s  m e s s a g e  
t h at y o ur  p a st or  h a s  
s o m et hi n g  i m p ort a nt 
t o s h ar e  t h at n e e d s  

s o m e  ti m e t o 
c o n si d er.

J er e mi a h 1 1: 1 8- 2 3

As  y o u  c a n  s e e,  t his is n ot  t h e first ti m e 
J er e mi a h  w as  t hr e at e n e d. T h os e  w h o  wis h  
p o m ai nt ai n  t h eir p o w er  a n d r ul ers hi p 
o v er  t h e p e o pl e  d o n't  li k e t o h e ar  fr o m 
a n y o n e  w h o  mi g ht  h ol d  t h e m a c c o u nt 
a bl e  f or t h eir a cti o ns.

W h y  h a v e  s o m a n y  m e n  l eft t h e mi n 
istr y ? M ost  of  t h e ti m e it is v er y  si m pl e. 
T h e y  g et  tir e d of  fi g hti n g t h e s yst e m a n d  
g etti n g  b e at  o v er  t h e h e a d.  T h e  p e o pl e  
d o n't  w a nt  t o c h a n g e t h e w a y  t h e y ar e  
li vi n g a n d  d o n't  c ar e  a b o ut  t h e f ut ur e of  
t h e c h ur c h. All  t h e y ar e i nt er est e d i n is 
t h e pr es e nt  m o m e nt  a n d w h at  all t his 
c h a n g e  is g oi n g  t o m e a n  f or t h e m. If t h e y 
d o n't  li k e t h e m ess a g e,  t h e m ess e n g er  
h a d  b ett er  w at c h  o ut.

M a y b e  w e  p ast ors  s h o ul d  h a n g  i n t h er e 
l o n g er, b ut  aft er a w hil e  w e  b e gi n  t o 
b eli e v e  t h at w e  ar e n ot  w ort h y  of  o ur  
p ositi o n a n d s h o ul d st e p d o w n. H o w  
t h a n kf ul I a m  f or el d ers a n d  c o n gr e g a 
ti o ns t h at e n c o ur a g e d  m e  r at h er t h a n r e
f usi n g t o h e ar  m y  m ess a g e.

U nl ess  w e  as  G o d's  p e o pl e  ar e  willi n g  
t o h u m bl e  o urs el v es  a n d  c o m e  u n d er  t h e 

.l e a d ers hi p G o d  pl a c es  a m o n g  us,  w e  will  
' n ot s e e s u c c ess. G o d  c a n n ot  a n d  will  n ot

bl ess  a c o n gr e g ati o n or  n ati o n  t h at is 
g oi n g offi n  s e v er al  dir e cti o ns, es p e ci all y  
w h e n  t h os e w a ys  ar e  a g ai nst  G o d  a n d  His  
pri n ci pl es.

J er e mi a h 2 3: 1- 8

N ot  e v er yt hi n g t h at J er e mi a h h a d  t o 
s a y w as  n e g ati v e.  H e  als o  s h ar e d s o m e 
g o o d  n e ws  wit h  t h e p e o pl e.  It w as  oft e n  
t h e r eli gi o us l e a d ers hi p i n J u d a h  t h at w as  
t h e pr o bl e m.

L et  m e  s h ar e t his b ef or e  y o u  g et  t o o 
u ps et.  I b eli e v e  t h at m a n y  of  o ur  h e alt h y  
c h ur c h es  ar e  u n d er  g o o d  l e a d ers hi p a n d  
m o vi n g  i n t h e ri g ht dir e cti o n.  If C hrist  is 
tr ul y t h e h e a d  of  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  t h e l e a d
ers hi p i n t h e c h ur c h is s ol d o ut  t o t h e 
C hrist,  w e  h a v e  n ot hi n g  t o f e ar. It is o nl y  
w h e n  t h e l e a d ers hi p is m or e  c o n c er n e d  
wit h  t h eir o w n  pr o gr a ms  a n d pri oriti es  
a n d  d o n't  gi v e  C hrist  a ut h orit y i n t h eir 
li v es t h at t h e c h ur c h  is i n tr o u bl e.

ar e  s o q ui c k  t o pl a c e  j u d g m e nt wit h o ut  
g etti n g  t h e f a cts. Is t h e m ess a g e  i n h ar
m o n y  wit h  G o d  a n d  t h e B o o k ?  If s o, w h y  

[ d o w e  r ef us e t h e m ess e n g er ?  It h as  b e e n  
' n ot e d t h at it t a k es t w o t o f o ur y e ars  f or a  
p ast or  t o r e a c h a ti m e of  r es p e ct i n his  
mi nistr y.

B y  t h e n m ost  of  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n  c a n  
a n d  will  tr ust hi m.  H o w e v er,  at  t his p oi nt  
i n ti m e tr o u bl es oft e n  aris e  i n t h e c h ur c h  
fr o m a  p o w er  gr o u p  t o p ut  hi m  o ut  o n  his  
e ar.  Oft e n,  t h os e w h o  c all  t h e ms el v es t h e 
p e o pl e of  G o d  c o nti n u e t o r ej e ct t h e 
m ess e n g er  a n d  his  m ess a g e  if it d o es n't  
fit i nt o t h eir w a y  of  t hi n ki n g. P er h a ps  w e  
c a n  l e ar n fr o m J er e mi a h  a n d  his  m ess a g e  
t h at y o ur  p ast or  h as  s o m et hi n g  i m p ort a nt 
t o s h ar e  t h at n e e ds  s o m e  ti m e t o c o nsi d er.  
J ust b e c a us e  y o u  ar e  n ot  i n a c c or d  wit h  
hi m  d o es n't  m e a n  h e  is wr o n g  a n d  y o u  
ar e ri g ht. List e n  u p!  S e v er al  c h ur c h es  
h a v e  miss e d  G o d ' s  bl essi n g  b e c a us e  t h e y 
r ef us e d t o h e ar  t h e m ess a g e  or  t h e m es 
s e n g er.

' T e n n e y, M errill  C.  T h e  Z o n d er v a n  
Pi ct ori al  Bi bl e  Di cti o n ar y,  ( Gr a n d R a p 
i ds: Z o n d er v a n  P u blis hi n g  H o us e,  1 9 6 8),  
p.  4 1 0.

2 l bi d.
3 I bi d., p.  4 1 1.
*I bi d.

J er e mi a h 3 6: 2 0- 2 6

S o m e  of  y o u  w o ul d  pr o b a bl y  li k e t o 
b ur n  t his arti cl e  a n d  y o u  m a y  if y o u  w a nt  
t o, b ut  w h er e  d o es  t h at l e a v e y o u ?  If t h e 
s h o e fits, w e ar  it. Ri g ht ?  W e  d o n *t  g et  
ri g ht wit h  G o d  b y  b ur ni n g  t h e m ess a g e.  
J er e mi a h w as  t hr o w n i nt o pris o n,  t h e n 
i nt o a  cist er n;  b ut  t h os e w h o  r ef us e d his  
m ess a g e  s o o n l e ar n e d t h e y h a d  n ot  w o n  
t h e b attl e.  W h e n  J er us al e m  f ell J er e mi a h 
w as  s et fr e e. T h e  m ess e n g er  w as  s a v e d 
b y  his  G o d  a n d  m a n y  of  t h os e w h o  o p 
p os e d hi m  eit h er di e d or  w er e  t a k e n 
c a pti v e.

S o,  w h at  d o es  t his m e a n ?  M a y b e  w e  
s h o ul d  gi v e  m or e  t h o u g ht t o t h e m ess a g e  
G o d  gi v es  t o t h e m ess e n g er.  P er h a ps  w e  
s h o ul d  st art  t o f e ar G o d  a g ai n  a n d  n ot  g et  
t o t hi n ki n g w e  c a n  d o  as  w e  pl e as e  a n d  g o  
o ur  o w n  w a y.

I h a v e  a hi g h  r e g ar d f or J er e mi a h.  
W h at  G o d  as k e d  hi m  t o d o  h e  di d.  G o d  
r es c u e d hi m  ti m e a n d  a g ai n  as  H e  pr o m 
is e d. J er e mi a h w as  f ait hf ul wit h  t h e 
m ess a g e  a n d  willi n g  t o s uff er  t h e c ost.  H e  
c h os e  t o f e ar G o d  r at h er t h a n m a n.  W e  
w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o d o  t h e s a m e.  W h e n  G o d  
is lift e d u p  a n d e x alt e d, a n d w e  s e e k 
ri g ht e o us n ess a n d  tr ut h i n o ur  li v es, H e  
c a n  d o  a  gr e at  w or k  a m o n g  us.  W h e n  w e  
s et o ut  t o a c c o m plis h  o ur  o w n  g o als  a n d  
s et o ur  o w n  a g e n d a,  w e  mi g ht  fi n d o ur 
s el v es o n  t h e wr o n g  si d e of  t h e f e n c e. 
W h er e  d o  y o u st a n d t o d a y ? Ar e  y o u  
e n c o ur a gi n g  t h e m ess e n g er,  or  fi g hti n g 
hi m  t o ot h a n d  n ail ?  Ar e  y o u  i n h ar m o n y  
wit h  G o d,  or  r u n ni n g d o w n  t h e br o a d  
w a y  t h at l e a ds t o et er n al  d e at h ?

J er e mi a h m a d e  t h e d e cisi o n  t o f oll o w 
G o d  at  w h at e v er  t h e c ost.  W e  n e e d  m or e  
J er e mi a hs w h o  d esir e  t o pl e as e  G o d  a n d  
w ar n  G o d's  p e o pl e  of  t h e err or  of  t h eir 
w a y.  Will  y o u  a ns w er  t h at c all ?

Y o u  will  n oti c e  i n t h es e v ers es  t h at t h e 
s h e p h er ds  of  t h e fl o c k w er e  t h e pr o bl e m.  
T h er e  is a d a n g er,  w h e n  l e a di n g G o d's  
p e o pl e,  t o b e c o m e  s elf-s atisfi e d a n d  t o o 
c o mf ort a bl e.  W h e n  w e  ar e  t h e c a us e  of  
t h e fl o c k br e a ki n g  u p,  w e  m ust  a ns w er  t o 
G o d  f or o ur  mist a k es.

W h e n  a p ast or  or  a c h ur c h s h o ws a  
c o nti n ui n g  p att er n  of  dis a gr e e m e nts  a n d  
tr o u bl e, it is ti m e t o t a k e a  cl os er  l o o k at  
t h e pr o bl e m.  Y o u  will  al w a ys  fi n d t h os e 
w h o  d ef e n d  t h e wr o n g  or  j ustif y it i n 
s o m e  w a y.  T his  d o es  n ot  b uil d  t h e c h ur c h  
b ut,  i nst e a d, u n d er mi n es  it.
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Y

b y  T h o m as  R.  S c h mitt  
T wi ns b ur g,  O H

C h a n g e  i s n ot  

e a s y,  b ut  wit h o ut  

c h a n g e  fr o m 

w orl dli n e s s  t o

C hri sti a nit y,  w e  

h a v e  n o  h o p e  f or 

et er nit y.

A cts  9: 2 0,  S a ul  is r e c or d e d as  " at  o n c e "  pr e a c hi n g  
i n t h e s y n a g o g u es t h at J es us is t h e S o n  of  G o d.  
S a ul's  c o n v ersi o n,  his  c h a n g e fr o m J u d ais m t o 
C hristi a nit y,  w as  i m pr essi v e i n its s u d d e n n ess  a n d  
t ot alit y.

T h e  b eli e v ers  ar o u n d  S a ul  w er e  " ast o nis h e d "  
b y  his c o n v ersi o n  ( A cts 9: 2 1).  Y et,  S a ul  s e e m e d  t o 
t a k e t his lif e- c h a n gi n g e v e nt i n stri d e a n d o nl y  
m e nti o n e d  it a  f e w ti m es i n his  o w n  writi n gs.  Of  
his  c o n v ersi o n  h e  wr ot e  t h at it w as  t o f ulfill G o d's  
p ur p os es  ( G al. 1: 1 5),  w as  s u d d e n ( 1 C or.  1 5: 8;  
P hil.  3: 1 2),  w as  i n r e alit y a  n e w  cr e ati o n  of  G o d  ( 2 
C or.  5: 1 7),  w as  m er cif ul  ( 1 Ti m.  1: 1 3),  a n d  t h at h e  
a ct u all y  s a w t h e L or d  d uri n g  t h e D a m as c us  R o a d  
e x p eri e n c e a n d  w as  t h er ef or e as  q u alifi e d  as  t he _  
ot h er  a p ostl es ( 1 C or.  9: 1).  P a ul's  c o ur a g e  
c h a n g e  his  r eli gi o us b eli efs  a n d ori e nt ati o n  h a d  
f ar-r e a c hi n g c o ns e q u e n c es  t h at ar e  o nl y  hi nt e d  at  
i n A cts  9: 1 5.  T h er e,  J es us t ells A n a ni as  t h at S a ul  
is t h e c h os e n  i nstr u m e nt t o t h e G e ntil es.

S a ul  n ot  o nl y  c h a n g e d  his  r eli gi o us b eli efs,  b ut  
als o  t h e n a m e  b y  w hi c h  h e  w as  c all e d.  I n A cts  1 3: 9  
w e  r e a d, “ S a ul,  ( w h o als o  is c all e d  P a ul.) "  Aft er  
t h at s m all si d e n ot e  h e  is al w a ys  c all e d  P a ul  i n t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt.  P a ul  is t h e R o m a n  v ersi o n  of  his  
n a m e  a n d  fr o m t his p oi nt  o n  h e  c h os e  t o g o  b y  P a ul  
i n t h e G e ntil e  e n vir o n m e nt  i n w hi c h  h e  li v e d a n d  
mi nist er e d.  T his  n a m e  c h a n g e  s er v es t o ill ustr at e 
t h e r a di c al tr a nsiti o n t h at is n e e d e d  w h e n  o n e  
b e c o m es  a C hristi a n.  I n P hili p pi a ns  3: 1- 7,  P a ul  
s p e a ks of  t h e n e e d  f or a  t ot al s hift fr o m J u d ais m 
a n d its l e g alis m t o C hristi a nit y.  T h e  dis p e ns a-  
ti o n al n at ur e  of  G o d's  s al v ati o n  pl a n  f or m a n  fi n ds 
a  pri m e  e x a m pl e  i n P a ul.

P a ul  lists m a n y  of  t h e attri b ut es  t h at m a d e  hi m  
a  "J e w  of  J e ws "  i n v ers es  4- 6  of P hili p pi a ns  3.  H e  
w as  b or n  of  t h e "ri g ht "  tri b e, cir c u m cis e d  o n  t h e 
“ ri g ht " d a y,  of  t h e "ri g ht " r eli gi o us gr o u p  ( P h ari
s e es), w as  z e al o us  t o t h e p oi nt  of  p ers e c uti n g  t h e 
c h ur c h,  a n d f a ultl ess i n l e g alisti c ri g ht e o us n e ^ A 
T h es e  attri b ut es  g a v e  P a ul  st at us a n d  c o mf ort  
t h e ol d  w a y  of  J u d ais m, b ut  h e  c o nsi d er e d  it all

O U  P R O B A B L Y  H E A R D  t h e w or ds  
" c h a n g e "  a n d  " h o p e "  e n o u g h  d uri n g  
t h e p ast  pr esi d e nti al  el e cti o n  t o l ast 
y o u  a  lif eti m e. A n d  n o w  y o u  t ur n i n 

t h e p a g es  of  y o ur  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D  a n d  
h er e  t h e y ar e a g ai n! L et  us  e x a mi n e t h es e t w o 
w or ds  u n d er  t h e pr e mis e  t h at S a ul  of  T ars us/  
P a ul — t h e J e wis h  l e a d er/ C hristi a n A p ostl e — w as  
a n  i m p ort a nt c h a n g e  a g e nt  i n hist or y.  A  bri ef  l o o k 
at  P a ul's  lif e ill ustr at es t h e tr e m e n d o us c h a n g es  
h e  u n d er w e nt  i n lif est yl e, t hi n ki n g, a n d  p ositi o n.  
P a ul's  c o ur a g e  t o u n d er g o  r e al c h a n g e  h as  gi v e n  
r e al et er n al  h o p e  t o milli o ns  of  C hristi a ns.

T h e  first a n d  f u n d a m e nt al c h a n g e  f or S a ul  w as  
his  c o n v ersi o n.  I n A cts  9: 1  S a ul  w as  t hr e at e ni n g 
t h e b eli e v ers  wit h  " m ur d er o us "  t hr e ats a n d  s o u g ht 
t o us e  t h e a ut h orit y  of  t h e J e wis h  Est a blis h m e nt  t o 
a n est  t h os e b el o n gi n g  t o t h e W a y  ( of  C hrist).  S a ul  
w as  a  fir m b eli e v er  i n t h eJ u d ai c f ait h a n d  li v e d his  
lif e a c c or di n gl y.  O n  his  w a y  t o arr est  C hristi a ns  i n 
D a m as c us,  S a ul  w as  c o nfr o nt e d  b y  t h e L or d.' H e  
w as  bli n d e d  a n d  w as  as k e d  w h y  h e  p ers e c ut e d  t h e 
L or d.  S a ul  as k e d,  u W h o  ar e y o u,  L or d ? "  ( A cts 
9: 5.)  S a ul  w as  c o n vi n c e d  t h at h e  h a d  b e e n  s er vi n g 
t h e L or d  J e h o v a h of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  a n d  di d  
n ot  u n d erst a n d  t h e c h ar g e of  p ers e c uti n g  Hi m.  
T h e  n o w- bli n d  S a ul  w as  c h a n g e d  e n o u g h  at  t his 
m o m e nt  t h at h e  o b e y e d  t h e i nstr u cti o ns fr o m 
J es us  t o b e  l e d i nt o D a m as c us  a n d  w ait  f or dir e c 
ti o n.

I n D a m as c us,  A n a ni as,  w h o  is l at er c all e d  a n  
i m p e c c a bl e wit n ess  t o t h e r e alit y of  P a ul's  c o n 
v ersi o n  ( A cts 2 2: 1 0- 1 6),  h a d  t o tr ust t h e L or d  
c o n c er ni n g  S a ul  a n d  his  c h a n g e.  A n a ni as  k n e w  
t h at S a ul  w as  a  p ers e c ut er  of  t h e f ait hf ul a n d  h a d  
c o m e  t o D a m as c us  t o arr est  p e o pl e — p e o pl e  li k e 
A n a ni as.  H e  w as  j ustifi a bl y a p pr e h e nsi v e  of  v ol 
u nt aril y  s e e ki n g o ut  S a ul.  F ort u n at el y,  A n a ni as  
w as  o b e di e nt  a n d  w e nt  t o S a ul  a n d  l ai d h a n ds  o n  
hi m.  D uri n g  t his e x p eri e n c e  A n a ni as  wit n ess e d  t o 
S a ul  a n d e v e n c all e d hi m  " br ot h er. " S a ul  w as  
fill e d wit h  t h e H ol y  S pirit  a n d  w as  b a pti z e d.  I n



s a k e  of  t h e et er n al  Ki n g d o m.
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s a k e of  t h e g os p el.
P a ul  m a k es  it a b u n d a ntl y  cl e ar i n 1  

C ori nt hi a ns  9  t h at h e  di d  n ot  g o  t hr o u g h 
tr e m e n d o us c h a n g es j ust f or c h a n g e's  
s a k e. H e  u n d er w e nt  alt er ati o ns f or t h e 
r e as o ns t h at w e  m ust:  c h a n g e  f or o ur  s a k e 
i n et er nit y,  c h a n g e  f or t h os e ar o u n d  us,  
c h a n g e  f or o ur c hil dr e n's  s a k e,  a n d  c h a n g e  
f or t h e s a k e of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  
C hristi a n  tr a nsiti o n is n ot  c a pri ci o us  b ut  
is e n gi n e er e d  b y  t h e L or d  G o d  f or His  
p e o pl e  a n d  t h eir bl ess e d  h o p e  ( Tit us 2: 1 3).

If t h e A p ostl e  P a ul  w er e  t o a d dr ess  us  
as  a  c h ur c h,  I b eli e v e  h e  w o ul d  c h all e n g e  
us  t o h a v e  t h e c o ur a g e t o c h a n g e. O ur  
lif est yl e m ust  m et a m or p h os e  t o s h o w  tr u e 
c o n v ersi o n,  r e al c o n c er n  f or t h e l ost, a n d  
r e al h o p e  i n t h e f ut ur e r ei g n of  C hrist.  
C h a n g e  is n ot  e as y,  b ut  wit h o ut  c h a n g e  
fr o m w orl dli n ess  t o C hristi a nit y  w e  h a v e  
n o  h o p e  f or et er nit y.

P a ul  w o ul d  als o t ell us  t o all o w  a n d  
e v e n  e n c o ur a g e  t h e c h ur c h  t o c h a n g e . O ur  
m ess a g e  d o es  n ot  a n d  c a n n ot  c h a n g e,  f or 
w e  pr e a c h  t h e c o ns er v ati v e,  lit er al g os p el  
of  t h e Bi bl e.  O ur  m et h o ds  a n d  a p pr o a c h  
t o t h os e ar o u n d  us  m ust  c h a n g e  t o f a c e t h e 
r e aliti es of  o ur  d a y.  T h e  " C o m mitt e e of  
T e n * *  t h at w or k e d  i n 1 9 2 0  a n d 1 9 2 1 t o 
ass e m bl e o ur  f ell o ws hi p of  c h ur c h es  
e x c h a n g e d  m a n y  l ett ers ( pr es er v e d i n t h e 
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  Ar c hi v es)  c o n c er n 
i n g usi n g  '' m o d er n " b usi n ess t o ols t o 
c o m m u ni c at e  t h e m ess a g e.  T h e y  fi n all y 
d e ci d e d  i n f a v or of  usi n g  t e c h n ol o g y t o b e  
as  effi ci e nt  as  p ossi bl e.  T h e y  r e ali z e d, as  
P a ul  di d  o n  M ars'  hill,  t h at t h e g os p el  of  
h o p e  i n t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t h e s ai nts  is t h e 
et er n al,  a n d  t h at o n e  m ust  us e  t h e t e m p o
r al t o p oi nt  t o t h e et er n al.

I n t h e l ast el e cti o n  w e  w er e  c h all e n g e d  
t o c h a n g e,  t o h o p e  f or a  b ett er  f ut ur e. W e  
k n o w  t h at t h e h o p e  s p o k e n  of  w as  fl e eti n g 
a n d  t h e c h a n g es  w er e  n ot  i m p ort a nt. T h e  
r e al m ess a g e  of  c h a n g e w as  gi v e n  a n d  
li v e d b y  t h e A p ostl e  P a ul.  R e al  c h a n g e  f or 
all  p e o pl e  t h at w o ul d  gi v e  r e al h o p e  f or all  
et er nit y is P a ul's  l e g a c y a n d m ess a g e.  
M a y  y o u  a n d  Hi v e  o ur  li v es i n s u c h a  w a y  
t h at w e  aff or d  ot h ers  t h e o p p ort u nit y  t o 
c h a n g e  a n d  h o p e  i n t h e ris e n L or d  f or t h e

“ l oss " f or t h e s a k e  of  C hrist.  P a ul  c h a n g e d  
his  m ost  b asi c  t e n ets t o b e c o m e  t h e A p ostl e  
t o t h e G e ntil es.
. P a ul  s p e a ks  of  his  r ol e as  A p ostl e  t o t h e 
■ e ntil es  i n R o m a ns  1 1.  P a ul  m ust  h a v e  

f elt li k e Elij a h  i n 1 Ki n gs  1 9: 1 0- 1 8,  w h e n  
Elij a h  s p e a ks t o t h e L or d  c o n c er ni n g  t h e 
w a y w ar d n ess  of  t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el. T h e  
L or d  h a d  Elij a h  g o  i nt o t h e D es ert  of  
D a m as c us  t o a n oi nt ki n gs  w h o  w o ul d  
d estr o y  t h e f oll o w ers of  B a al  a n d  l e a d t o 
a p urifi e d  Isr a el. P a ul  s a w his  r ol e of  
bri n gi n g  s al v ati o n  t o t h e G e ntil es  as  g o o d  
n e ws  f or t h e G e ntil es,  b ut  als o  as  s o m e
t hi n g t h at w o ul d  c a us e  t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el 
t o c o m e  b a c k  t o t h e L or d.  P a ul  s h o ws t h at 
t h e pr o mis es  m a d e  t o t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el 
w er e  n ot  s et asi d e  or  gi v e n  t o a  '' S pirit u al 
Isr a el " (t h e c h ur c h),  b ut  t h at G o d  cr e at e d  
t h e C h ur c h  A g e  t o bri n g  f a v or u p o n  t h e 
r est of  t h e p e o pl e  of  His  cr e ati o n.

P a ul  l o o k u p his  n e w  r eli gi o us mi nistr y  
as  A p ostl e  t o t h e G e ntil es  wit h e v e n  gr e at er  
z e al t h a n w h e n  h e  w as  a P h aris e e.  I n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns  9: 1 9- 2 3,  h e  t ells of  his  z e al  
a n d n e w-f o u n d  o p e n n ess  t o all p e o pl es.  
As  a P h aris e e  h e  h a d  b e e n  n arr o w  i n his  
w orl d vi e w  a n d  arr o g a nt  i n t h e b eli ef  t h at 
kis  gr o u p  w as  t h e gr o u p  a n d  n o  o n e  els e  
Ti e e d  a p pl y.  As  a  C hristi a n,  h e  b e c a m e  " all  
t hi n gs t o all m e n "  s o t h at h e  mi g ht  wi n  
t h e m t o t h e w a y  of  C hrist.  P a ul's  C hris 
ti a n m ess a g e,  t h o u g h, di d  n ot  c h a n g e.  I n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 3, 4 h c  o utli n es  t h e b asi cs  
of  t h e g os p el  m ess a g e  h e  br o u g ht  t o t h e 
p e o pl e  a n d  c alls  it " of  first i m p ort a n c e. " 
W h at  h e  di d  c h a n g e  w as  t h e a p pr o a c h  or  
m et h o d  a n d s o m e of  t h e e x a m pl es t o 
m a k e  t h e m ess a g e  m or e  r e alisti c a n d  
*' cl os e t o h o m e *' f or his list e n ers. A n  
e x c ell e nt  m o d e m  e x a m pl e  of  t his is Dr.  
Cl ar e n c e  J or d a n's  T h e  C ott o n  P at c h  V er 
si o n of  t h e Bi bl e.  J or d a n, i n his  w or ds,  
e m b ar ks  o n  * la  c oll o q ui al  m o d e m  tr a nsl a
ti o n wit h  a  S o ut h er n  a c c e nt, "  t o bri n g  t h e 
Bi bl e  t o lif e f or his  r e a d ers i n S u mt er  
C o u nt y,  G e or gi a.  As  P a ui  us e d  t h e alt ar  
wit h  t h ei ns cri pti o n' F D A N  U N K N O W N  
G O D "  i n At h e ns  t o r el at e t o t h e At h e ni 
a ns,  s o  J or d a n us es  Atl a nt a  a n d  t h e G e or 
gi a  C o n v e nti o n.  T hr o u g h  it all t h e m es 
s a g e r e m ai ns t h e s a m e; o nl y  t h e m et h o d  
hr  a p pr o a c h  h as  c h a n g e d.
, T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul's  lif e w as  o n e  of  

c h a n g e.  H e  pr o b a bl y  w o ul d  n ot  b e  vi e w e d

as gr e at  " p ast or m at eri al "  b y  m ost.  H e  
c h a n g e d  his  b eli efs, h e c h a n g e d  his  n a m e,  
h e  c h a n g e d  w h er e  h e  li v e d— a n d  oft e n  h e  
c h a n g e d his  p ositi o n  a n d st at us i n t h e 
w orl d,  a n d  t h e list g o es  o n.  W hil e  w e  m a y  
w a nt  st a bilit y, it w as  b e c a us e  of  his  
c h a n g es  t h at y o u  a n d  I ar e  e n a bl e d  t o li v e 
o ur  li v es as C hristi a ns.  W e  m ust  g o  
t hr o u g h t h e first a n d  f u n d a m e nt al c h a n g e  
j ust li k e S a ul.  W e  m ust  t ur n fr o m o ur  
w orl d  as w e  k n o w  it a n d b e c o m e  a b e 
li e v er i n C hrist.  U nl ess  w e  b e c o m e  " b o m  
a g ai n "  w e  will  n ot  h a v e  et er n al  h o p e.  O ur  
c o n v ersi o n t o C hristi a nit y  mi g ht  n ot  
a p p e ar  t o b e  as  dr a m ati c  as  P a ul's,  b ut  w e  
m ust  m a k e  t h at r e al c h a n g e  i n o ur  h e arts  
a n d  mi n ds.

W e  m ust  als o c h a n g e fr o m o n e- u p-  
m a ns hi p  a n d  c o n d es c e n di n g  "s u p er  s piri
t u alis m " t o h u m bl e  s er vi c e  li k e P a ul.  T h e  
P h aris e es  w er e  gr e at  at  b o asti n g  of  t h eir 
f ait h a n d k n o wl e d g e  a n d g o o d n ess,  a n d  
P a ul  t ells us  t h at h e  w as  o n e  of  t h e b est.  
W e  m ust  m a k e  s ur e t h at w e  d o  n ot  l o o k 
d o w n  u p o n  t h os e w h o  d o  n ot  b eli e v e  t h e 
tr ut h or  s e e k  t o e x cl u d e  t h e m fr o m f ell o w
s hi p, t hr o u g h w hi c h  t h e y c o ul d  c o m e  t o 
u n d erst a n di n g.  O ur  s er vi c e  t o ot h ers  m ust  
b e  d o n e  i n h u milit y.  T h e  attri b ut es  t h at w e  
mi g ht  c o nsi d er  * lpr ofl  t a bl e " m ust  b e  c o n 
si d er e d as l oss f or C hrist.  P a ul  s et t h e 
e x a m pl e  f or us  i n h u m bl e  s er vi c e  t hr o u g h 
his  "l o w er e d "  p ositi o n  i n t h e w orl d's  e y es,  
t er ms i n pris o n,  a n d  w or ki n g  as a  * *l e nt-  
m a ki n g "  mi nist er.  W e  m ust  a p pr o a c h  o ur  
w orl d  i n h u milit y  a n d  i n C hrist's  l o v e.

P a ul  als o s h o w e d t h e c h a n g e fr o m 
el os e d-fist e d n ess t o o p e n- h a n d e d  s h ar
i n g. H e  m a d e  hi ms elf  a  "sl a v e " ( 1 C or.  
9: 1 9)  t o t h e p e o pl e  a n d  g a v e  e n dl essl y  of  
hi ms elf  i n or d er  t o wi n  t h e m t o C hrist.  H e  
i m p art e d t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e g os p el  t o t h e 
G e ntil e  w orl d  a n d n ot  j ust t h e cl os e d  
s o ci et y of  P h aris e es.  W e  m ust  stri v e t o 
off er  t h e g os p el  t o all t h e p e o pl e  ar o u n d  
us.  I n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  8,  P a ul  s p o k e of  t h e 
gr a c e of  t h e M a c e d o ni a n  c h ur c h es i n 
gi vi n g  fi n a n ci all y a n d  s et t h at u p  as a n  
e x a m pl e f or ot h ers.  P a ul's  e x a m pl e of  
gi vi n g  t o t h os e ar o u n d  hi m  is f ortifi e d b y  
J a m es * t e a c hi n g o n  f ait h i n a cti o n a n d  
J es us * w or ds  o n  h el pi n g  t h os e i n n e e d  i n 
M att h e w  2 5.  W e  m ust  stri v e  t o m a k e  o ur  
l e g a c y t h e s a m e as  P a ul's — h a n gi n g  o ur  
lif est yl e t o o n e  of  gi vi n g  t o ot h ers  f or t h e
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" N o w  t h e d w elli n g  of  G o d  is wit h  m e n,  a n d  h e  
will  li v e wit h  t h e m. T h e y  will  b e  his  p e o pl e,  a n d  
G o d  hi ms elf  will  b e  wit h  t h e m a n d  b e  t h eir G o d.  
H e  will  wi p e  e v er y  t e ar fr o m t h eir e y es.  T h er e  
will  b e  n o  m or e  d e at h  or  m o ur ni n g  or  cr yi n g  or  
p ai n,  f or t h e ol d  or d er  of  t hi n gs h as  p ass e d  a w a y "  
( R e v. 2 1: 3, 4,  NI V).

H E  R AI N  P E L T E D  A G AI N S T  t h e 
wi n d o w p a n es  as a  cl a p  of  t h u n d er 
s e nt  a  s h u d d er  t hr o u g h o ut t h e h o us e.  
A  p aj a m a e d  littl e girl  s c uff e d h er  

f u z z y pi n k  sli p p ers  a cr oss  t h e h all  w a y  fl o or t o w ar d 
h er  f at h er's ar m c h air  a n d  p o k e d  h er  t o usl e d h e a d  
u p  u n d er  t h e o p e n  n e ws p a p er.  "It's st or mi n g,  
D a d d y, "  a n n o u n c e d  t h e c hil d.

• * S o I' v e n oti c e d, "  s ai d F at h er,  s mili n g d o w n  
at  h er.

" C a n  I sit  wit h  y o u ? "  s h e  as k e d  i n a  ti n y v oi c e.  
" S ur e, c o m e  o n  u p, "  h e  r e pli e d, s c o oti n g t o 

o n e  si d e  of  t h e bi g  s oft  c h air,  o p e ni n g  t h e n e ws 
p a p er  d o or  t o a d mit his  littl e o n e.  " Ar e y o u  
s c ar e d ? " h e  as k e d,  str o ki n g  h er  bl o n d  h air.

" N o, n ot  v er y, "  s h e a ns w er e d  wit h  a  h u g.  "I  
w as  j ust w o n d eri n g ... c o ul d  w e  g o  s e e  Gr a n d p a  
t o d a y ? I h a v e n't  s e e n  hi m  f or a  l o n g, l o n g li m e. " 

" W ell,  Bri a n n a,  it *s n ot  a  v er y  ni c e  d a y  f or 
g oi n g  t o t h e c e m et er y  t o d a y, b ut  m a y b e  w e  c o ul d  
g o  t o m orr o w aft er n o o n, "  s ai d F at h er.

" N o,  I w a nt  t o s e e  Gr a n d p a,  n ot  j ust g o  t o t h e 
c e m et er y! "  Bri a n n a  s ai d e m p h ati c all y.

T h e  f at h er l o o k e d d o w n at his d a u g ht er  
t h o u g htf ull y a n d  t e n d erl y. " W e  w o n'ts e e Gr a n d p a  
a g ai n  u ntil  J es us  c o m es  b a c k  t o e art h.  R e m e m b er  
h o w  w e  t al k e d a b o ut  t h at b ef or e ?',

Bri a n n a's  fr o w n r e m ai n e d. S h e  w as  q ui et  f or 
a  m o m e nt,  t h e n s ai d,  " T ell  m e  a g ai n,  D a d d y.  T ell  
m e  h o w  it,s g oi n g  t o b e. "

" W ell w h e n  J es us c o m es  b a c k  t o e art h  fr o m 
h e a v e n,  all  t h e p e o pl e  w h o  b eli e v e d  i n J es us  a n d  
h a v e  di e d  will  c o m e  b a c k  t o lif e a g ai n. "

“ Will  Gr a n d p a  b e  ali v e  a g ai n ?  Will  I b e  a bl e  
t o s e e  hi m  a n d  h u g  hi m,  a n d  r e a d st ori es  wit h  hi m  
a g ai n ? "  s h e as k e d  i nt e ntl y.

" Y es,  h o n e y,  a n d  Gr a n d p a  w o n't  b e  si c k  a n y 
m or e,  eit h er.  H e  will  h a v e  a  h e alt h y  n e w  b o d y.  I n 
t h e Ki n g d o m  n o  o n e  will  e v er  g et  si c k  or  di e.  J ust 
t hi n k, n o  m or e  e ar a c h es  or  f e v ers. "

" A n d  n o  m or e  t hr o wi n g u p! "  a d d e d  Bri a n n a  
dr a m ati c all y.

v —

A n  a m us e d s mil e cr oss e d  h er  f at h er's f a c e. 
" T h at's ri g ht. A n d  t h e p o or  p e o pl e  w o n't  b e  
h u n gr y  e v er  a g ai n.  All  t h e a ni m als  will  b e  s af e  t o 
p et.  T h e  bi g  fi er c e li o n a n d  t h e littl e b a b y  l a m b 
will  s n u g gl e  u p  t o g et h er f or a  n a p. "

" Mrs.  M ur p h e y's  c at  w o n't  kill  t h e bir ds  a n y 
m or e, M  Bri a n n a  a d d e d s eri o usl y, n o d di n g  h er  
h e a d.

" T h er e  w o n't  b e  a n y  m or e  killi n g,  or  w ars,  or  
g u ns.  T h er e  will  b e  a  br a n d  n e w  h e a v e n  a n d a  
br a n d  n e w  e art h.  N o  m or e  p oll uti o n!  T h er e  will  
b e  a  n e w  cit y,  c all e d  t h e N e w  J er us al e m, w hi c h  
will  c o m e  d o w n  t o e art h  fr o m h e a v e n.  It'll b e  e v er  
s o  b e a utif ul — it will  s hi n e  a n d  s p ar kl e  wit h  g ol d,  
p e arls,  a n d  a  r ai n b o w of  c ol or e d  st o n es.

" Li k e  a  f air y-t al e c astl e ? "  i nt err u pt e d Bri a n n a. ^
" E v e n  b ett er  t h a n w e  c a n  dr e a m.  G o d  a n d  His  

S o n  J es us  will  b e  t h er e. W e'll  n e v er  cr y,  or  b e  s a d 
or  afr ai d  a g ai n,  b e c a us e  w e'll  all  b e  t o g et h er wit h  
J es us a n d  G o d  f or e v er/' F at h er  p a us e d  t h o u g ht
f ull y.

Bri a n n a  si g h e d, "I wis h  J es us w o ul d  c o m e  
b a c k  t o d a y. "

" M e,  t o o, " F at h er  s ai d wit h  a  p e a c ef ul  s mil e.



• Isr a eli P o p ul ati o n  Fi g ur es

* Fr o m  M a c o m b  B ull eti n
P ast or  R e x  C ai n,  P ast or

pr a y  i n

st u m bl e.”  ( R o m a ns 1 4: 2 1.)
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bri n g  m y  s o ns  fr o m f ar, a n d  m y  d a u g ht ers  
fr o m t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h. ... A n d  it s h all 
c o m e t o p ass  i n t h at d a y,  t h at t h e gr e at  
tr u m p et s h all b e  bl o w n,  a n d t h e y s h all 
c o m e  w hi c h  w er e  r e a d y t o p eris h. ... Y e  
s h all b e  g at h er e d  o n e  b y  o n e,  O  y e  c hil 
dr e n  of  Isr a el " (Is a. 4 3: 5,  6;  2 7: 1 3,  1 2).  
C ert ai nl y  t h es e pr o p h e ci es  ( a n d d o z e ns  of  
ot h ers)  ar e  i n t h e pr o c ess  of  f ulfill m e nt, 
b ut  m a n y  b eli e v e  t h at a n e v e n gr e at er  
r est or ati o n of  t h e s o ns of  J a c o b t o t h e 
H ol y  L a n d  will  t a k e pl a c e  aft er C hrist  
r et ur ns. P er h a ps  t h at is w h e n  Is ai a h's 
tr u m p et is s o u n d e d. J es us, it a p p e ars, is 
s p e a ki n g  of  t h e s a m e  tr u m p et i n M att h e w  
2 4: 3 1,  t h e tr u m p et t o r e g at h er t h e J e ws

“G o d,  I Wi s h  I C o ult Q uit! ”

* * O v er  t h e p ast  3 5  y e ars,  I r e m e m b er 
s a yi n g t his m a n y  ti m es, es p e ci all y  aft er  a  
r e al eff ort t o q uit  a n d f aili n g o n e  m or e  
|i m e.
" " Ci g ar ett es, o n c e w e  l e ar n h o w  t o 
s m o k e,  b e c o m e  e nj o y a bl e.  B ut  t h e y s o o n

t ur n i nt o a n e x p e nsi v e h a bit  w hi c h  is 
al m ost  i m p ossi bl e t o s h a k e. I tri e d m a n y  
ti m es b e c a us e  I h a d  m a n y  g o o d  r e as o ns t o 
st o p s m o ki n g: I h a v e  h e art  dis e as e  a n d  
o v er  t h e y e ars, d o ct ors  h a v e  str o n gl y 
a d vis e d  m e  t o q uit  ( e v e n g a v e  m e  t a p es 
a n d  pills  t o h el p  c ur b  t h e ur g e),  b ut  all  t o 
n o  a v ail. All  t h e ti m e I w o ul d  
e ar n est  f or G o d  t o h el p  m e.

" T h e n  o n e  d a y  I c a m e  t o r e ali z e t h at all  
m y  pr a yi n g  w as  i n v ai n ― G o d  s e e m e d  t o 
i g n or e m y  pl e a  a n d I w as  d o o m e d  t o 
s m o k e f or m y  lif eti m e. B ut  at  t h e s a m e  
ti m e, a  n e w  i d e a s e e m e d t o c o m e  t o m e.  
I di d n't  r e ali z e it at  t h e ti m e, b ut  t his w as  
G o d's  h el p.  T h e  k e y  s e e m e d t o b e  will 
i n g n ess o n  m y  p art  t o m a k e  a  c o ntri b u 
ti o n. C hrist  will  n ot  k n o c k  t h e ci g ar ett e  
o ut  of  m y  m o ut h;  it's m y  r es p o nsi bilit y 
n ot  t o p ut  it i nt o m y  m o ut h!  S o  wit h  t his 
i d e a I p ut  t h e m d o w n  a n d pr a y e d  f or

str e n gt h t o b e  a bl e  t o wit hst a n d  t h e dis
c o mf ort,  t h e wit h dr a w als,  t h e t or m e nt, I 
w as  willi n g  t o g o  t hr o u g h w h at e v er  it 
t o o k t o n ot  s m o k e a g ai n.

" T o  m y  w o n d erf ul  s ur pris e,  t h er e w as  
n o  t or m e nt, a littl e dis c o mf ort,  b ut  t h e 
str e n gt h w as  t h er e a n d I w as  a bl e t o 
o v er c o m e  t h e d esir e  t o s m o k e.

"I r e all y e x p e ct e d t o n n e nt b e y o n d  
b eli ef  as  it al w a ys  c a m e  w h e n  I tri e d t o 
q uit  o n  m y  o w n.  B ut  o n c e  a g ai n  a  si m pl e 
i d e a pr o d u c e d  gr e at  r es ults. T h a n k  G o d  
f or His  l o v e a n d  b ei n g  a w ar e  of o ur  n e e ds  
a n d h el pi n g  us  w h e n  w e  as k a n d ar e  
willi n g  t o c o ntri b ut e. *'
( B o b K n e bl,  C arr ollt o n,  T X.)
"It is ri g ht n ot  t o . . . dri n k  wi n e  or  d o  
a n yt hi n g t h at m a k es  y o ur  br ot h er

fr o m t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h.  " A n d h e  s h all 
s e n d his  a n g els,  wit h  a gr e at  s o u n d of  a  
tr u m p et, a n d  t h e y s h all  g at h er  t o g et h er his  
el e ct  fr o m t h e f o ur wi n ds,  fr o m o n e  e n d  of  
h e a v e n  t o t h e ot h er. "  C o m p ar e  M ar k  
1 3: 2 7.  It is c ert ai nl y  r e as o n a bl e t o c o n 
cl u d e  t h at Is ai a h a n d  J es us  ar e  s p e a ki n g  of  
t h e s a m e  tr u m p et, i n as m u c h as  J es us  f ol
l o ws u p  His  a n n o u n c e m e nt a b o ut t h e 
tr u m p et wit h  His  p ar a bl e  of  t h e fi g tr e e i n 
b ot h  M att h e w  a n d  M ar k.  M ost  st u d e nts 
u n d erst a n d  t h at t h e fi g tr e e r e pr es e nts 
Isr a el t hr o u g h o ut S cri pt ur e.  S e e  M att h e w  
2 1: 1 8- 2 0;  J o el 1: 6,  7;  H os e a  9: 1 0;  J er e
mi a h  2 4: 1- 5;  L u k e  1 3: 6- 9.

— H ollis  P artl o w e

S R A E L' S  P O P U L A TI O N  
t ot als 5, 1 6 5, 0 0 0,  u p  2. 5 %  
fr o m a  y e ar  a g o.  J e ws fr o m 
t h e f or m er S o vi et  U ni o n  

m a k e u pt h e c o u ntr y'sl  ar g est  et h ni c  gr o u  p  
wit h  6 1 7, 0 0 0  p e o pl e,  s ur p assi n g  t h e M o 
r o c c a n c o m m u nit y's 5 0 0, 0 0 0.  — Fr o m  
T h e  W all  Str e et  J o ur n al.

C ert ai nl y  o n es  w h o  ar e  t u n e d i nt o w orl d  
e v e nts  i n li g ht of  t h e pr o p h eti c  S cri pt ur es  
ar e  n ot  s ur pris e d at  t h e r et ur n of  t h e J e ws 
t o t h eir a n ci e nt h o m el a n d.  G o d  s ai d t o 
Isr a el: " F e ar  n ot:  f or I a m  wit h  t h e e: I will  
bri n g  t h y s e e d fr o m t h e e ast,  a n d  g at h er  
t h e e fr o m t h e w est;  I will  s a y  t o t h e n ort h,  
Gi v e  u p;  a n d  t o t h e s o ut h,  K e e p  n ot  b a c k:

P ers o n al  T esti m o n y

■  h e  F O L L O WI N G  t esti- 
—, m o n y  is fr o m B o b  K n e bl,  a  
；, d e ar  fri e n d of  mi n e  I m et  i n
■  D a yt o n,  O hi o,  o v er  2 0  y e ars  

a g o w h e n  h e  w as  n e ar  d e at h.  H e  c o n 
q u er e d  al c o h ol  a n d,  l at er, ci g ar ett es.  H e  
wr ot e, h o p e  t h e f oll o wi n g h el ps  s o m e
o n e  w h o  is h a vi n g  tr o u bl e wit h  ci g ar ett es  
a n d  w a nts  t o st o p! "



a n d

B y  P ast or  H 况 lis P ar a g e

G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
C h ur c h  of  G o di n t h eB y  S e v e n  P a st or s

T W O  N E W  B O O K L E T S
A V AI L A B L E

Or d er  b ot h  b o o kl ets  fr o m:
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T h e  L ast  Will  a n d T est a m e nt  of  J es us  C hrist.  T h e  f o c us of  t his 
b o o kl et  is o n  s al v ati o n  a n d  w o ul d  b e  h el pf ul  i n s h ari n g  y o ur  f ait h 
wit h  y o ur  fri e n ds. It r e v e als h o w  t h e n e w  c o v e n a nt  is i n t h e f or m 
of  a  will  a n d  h o w  it c a m e  i nt o f or c e w h e n  J es us di e d.

“ F or  w h er e  a  c o v e n a nt  is, t h er e m ust  of  n e c essit y  b e  t h e d e at h  
of  t h e o n e  w h o  m a d e  it. F or  a  c o v e n a nt  is v ali d  o nl y  w h e n  m e n

F or  w h or o  a  ［ 二 •- 

黑 竺 即  b o  i h e d e at h

， .广 . 一 一sir o n gi h  at  all

ar e  d e a d,  f or it is n e v er  i n f or c e w hil e  t h e o n e  w h o  m a d e  it li v es " 
( H e b. 9: 1 6, 1 7,  N A S B). Us e  t his b o o kl et  t o p oi nt  y o ur  u n c h ur c h e d  
fri e n ds t o C al v ar y  a n d h el p  C hristi a ns  g ai n  r e ass ur a n c e t h at 
t h eir si ns ar e  g o n e  a n d  of  t h eir p ositi o n  i n t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.  
C ost  7 5  奴

T h e  L ast  Will

T est a m e nt

°f J es us C hrist

m u st  al s o  of  
— F or  a

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

C hrist  S p e a ks  t o t h e C h ur c h  T o d a y,  writt e n  b y  s e v e n  p ast ors  
i n o ur  c o nf er e n c e,  w o ul d  b e  a p pr o pri at e f or mi d w e e k  Bi bl e  
st u d y, a n  el e cti v e  S u n d a y  s c h o ol cl ass,  h o m e  Bi bl e  st u d y, et c.

T his  b o o kl et  e x p o u n ds o n  t h e s e v e n l ett ers t o t h e s e v e n 
c h ur c h es  i n Asi a  Mi n or  r e c or d e d i n R e v el ati o n  2  a n d  3  wit h  a n  
i ntr o d u cti o n t o t h e w h ol e  b o o k.  C ost  $ 1. 9 5.

t e st a m e nt i s. t h er e r* ・- ・ 

尸 ％ 心 茹 指 篇 舄 :盅 盘 E  _
" of  n o  sir o n ot h  f … F  o e a d -。 曲 r wi”  
( H e b. 9: 1 6,  1 7).  ， e  , h e t e sf a, or i » v et h*
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T h e y  Will  S a y  
T h at  Y o u  Ar e  M a d

b y  Alt o n  M a x w ell
H e at h ni o nt,  Vi ct ori a,  A ustr ali a

N  T H E  C H U R C H  A T  C O RI N T H,  
a  sit u ati o n  h a d  aris e n  i n w hi c h  s o m e 
'' u ni nf or m e d " m e m b ers  of  t h e 
c h ur c h  ( 1 C or.  1 2: 1)  h a d  i ntr o d u c e d 

dis or d er  a n d  c o nf usi o n  i nt o t h eir m e eti n gs.  T h er e  
w as  i mi n at urit y a n d a l a c k of  u n d erst a n di n g  
a b o ut  gifts  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  S o m e  of  t h e m h a d  
all o w e d  t h e ms el v es t o b e  d e c ei v e d  b y  o ut w ar d  
a p p e ar a n c e,  a n d h a d  r e c ei v e d a n ot h er  J es us, a  
diff er e nt  g os p el,  a n d  a  DI F F E R E N T  S PI RI T.  ( 2 
C or.  1 1: 3,  4.)  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  d e c ei v e d  b y  f als e 
a p ostl es  DI S G UI S E D  as  s er v a nts of  ri g ht e o us
n ess.  ( 2 C or.  1 1: 1 5.)

P a ul  s e e ms t o s u g g est t h at s o m e  f or m er h e a 
t h e ns n e e d e d  t o l e ar n t h e i m p ort a nt diff er e n c es  
b et w e e n  r e al gifts  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit  a n d t h eir 
f or m er "s pirit u al " e x p eri e n c es r es ulti n g fr o m 
t h e w ors hi p  of  i d ols. S o m e  of  t h e m w er e  s o 
i g n or a nt of  r e alit y t h at t h e y w er e  a ct u all y  gi vi n g  
t h e ms el v es o v er  t o s pirits w hi c h  i ns pir e d t h e m 
t o c urs e  J es us! ( 1 C or.  1 2: 2,  3.)

S p e a ki n g  i n t o n g u es h a d  b e e n  el e v at e d  o ut  of  
all  pr o p orti o n  t o its us ef ul n ess  a n d,  w ors e  still, 
w as  b ei n g  pr a cti c e d  i n a  m ost  u ni nt elli g e nt  a n d  
u n h el pf ul  w a y.  S o m e  w er e  s p e a ki n g  i n t o n g u es 
wit h o ut  i nt er pr et ati o n, c o m m u ni c ati n g  n ot hi n g  
at  all t o t h eir h e ar ers.  ( 1 C or.  1 4: 6- 1 1.)  Ot h ers  
w er e  s p e a ki n g  i n t o n g u es all  at  o n c e,  cr e ati n g  a n  
u n h ol y  c o nf usi o n  w hi c h  l eft t h e m o p e n  t o w ell-  
d es er v e d  a c c us ati o ns  of  m a d n ess ! ( 1 C or.  1 4: 2 3.)

P a ul's  p oi nt  is t h at all  of  t his c o nf usi o n  c o ul d  
n ot  p ossi bl y  b e  fr o m t h e G o d  of  p e a c e.  G o d  I S 
N O T  t h e a ut h or  of  s u c h  c o nf usi o n.  ( 1 C or.  1 4: 3 3.)  
It f oll o ws, b y  i nf er e n c e, t h at if G o d  is n ot  t h e

a ut h or  of  it, t h e n n eit h er  ar e  t h es e dis or d erl y  
“ gifts "  i ns pir e d b y  t h e H ol y  S pirit.

T his  s a m e  C ori nt hi a n  dis or d er  a n d  c o nf usi o n  
is f o u n d a m o n gst  P e nt e c ost als  t o d a y. It is c o m 
m o n  t o e n c o u nt er  "ti m es  of  w ors hi p * *  w h er e  all  
ar e  e n c o ur a g e d t o " w ors hi p i n t h e S pirit, M  all  
s p e a ki n g al o u d  i n t o n g u es at  t h e s a m e ti m e.

T HI S  I S N O T  W O R S HI P!  It is n ot  t h e H ol y  
S pirit.  It is n ot  fr o m G o d.  R at h er,  t his is t h e v er y  
t hi n g w hi c h  P a ul  w as  tr yi n g t o eli mi n at e  fr o m 
t h e C ori nt hi a n  c h ur c h. It is t o b e  r ej e ct e d as  
c o nf usi o n.  T w o,  or  at  t h e m ost  t hr e e, e a c h i n 
t ur n, a n d  t h e n o nl y  if i nt er pr et e d, is t h e Bi bli c al  
li mit f or or d er  a n d  p e a c e.

It is als o c o m m o n t o h e ar  w h at  t h e y c all  
" Si n gi n g  i n t h e S pirit/ *  w h er e  t h e w h ol e  ass e m bl y  
si n gs  i n t o n g u es t o g et h er.lt s h o ul d  b e  o b vi o us  t o 
h o n est  h e arts  t h at t h e a d diti o n  of  a  littl e m usi c  t o 
a  pr a cti c e  c o n d e m n e d  b y  P a ul  d o es  n ot  m a k e  it 
a n y  m or e  fr o m G o d  t h a n t h e s a m e  t hi n g wit h o ut  
m usi c.  G o d  is n ot  t h e a ut h or  of  " m usi c al  c o nf u-  
si o n " a n y  m or e  t h a n of  a n y  ot h er  c o nf usi o n!

S o m eti m es  t his "si n gi n g i n t h e S piri C,  is 
j ustifi e d b y  t h e cl ai m  t h at it s o u n ds s o  b e a utif ul  
t h at it m ust  b e  fr o m G o d.  H o w e v er,  P a ul  als o  
t ol d t h e C ori nt hi a ns  t h at “ b e a ut y "  c o ul d b e  
d e c e pti v e.  W e  m ust  b e  c ar ef ul  n ot  t o m a k e  t h e 
mist a k e  of  j u d gi n g " gifts " m er el y  o n  o ut w ar d  
a p p e ar a n c e.

I a m  l e d t o t h e i n es c a p a bl e c o n cl usi o n  t h at 
t h os e w h o  j ustif y t h es e dis or d erl y  pr a cti c es  ar e  
at b est  ' U ni nf or m e d, " a n d at w orst,  p ossi bl y  
d e c ei v e d  b y  t h e s a m e  f als e s pirit  w hi c h  l e d t o t h e 
dis or d er  a n d  c o nf usi o n  at  C ori nt h.

together.lt


W h o  M e ?  " T h e  P at h  P et er  T o o k ”
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  1 4)

T e ars  i n a  B ottl e
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 1)
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S o,  w h e n  t h e c ar es ―  r t h e j o ys―  f 
lif e n e xt  aff e ct  y o u,  l et t h e t e ars fl o w. 
T h e y  d e cl ar e  y o ur  l o v e a n d d e v oti o n.

B ut  P a ul  t ells us  o ur  G o d  is c all e d  t h e 
F at h er  of  m er ci es,  t h e G o d  of  all  c o mf ort  
( 2 C or.  1: 3.)  H e  is t h er e t o list e n a n d  
c o ns ol e.  H e  is t h er e t o g at h er  e a c h  t e ar. H e  
is t h er e t o r e m e m b er e a c h  h e art a c h e.

g et  i n v ol v e d i n t h e c h ur c h  a n d  t h e li v es of  
ot h ers  w e  will  i n e vit a bl y h a v e  s o m e  f ail
ur es,  b ut  t h e o nl y  r e al f ail ur e is t o q uit  a n d  
gi v e  u p.  ( 8, 1 0 0.)

I w o ul d  li k e t o e n d  wit h  t h e n ot e  t h at 
G o d's  l o v e ( a n d J es us') is i nt e ns el y p er 
s o n al.  " G o d  cr e at e d  h u m a n  b ei n gs  f or his

is m a ki n g  s ur e  t h at P et er u n d erst a n ds  w h at  
l h e m e a ni n g  of  c o m pl et e  l o y alt y is. C hrist  
li k e wis e d e m a n ds  o ur  l o v e f or Hi m  t o d a y. 
W e m ust  b e  i n t h e b usi n ess  of  f e e di n g His  
s h e e p.  If a  s h e p h er d  is w ort h  his  s alt,  h e'll  
g o  t h e e xtr a  mil e  f or his  s h e e p. J es us  l a ys 
it all  o ut  f or us  w h e n  H e  cl e arl y  st at es t h at 
o n e  m ust  e v e n  b e  r e a d y, willi n g,  a n d  a bl e  
t o "l a y  d o w n  his  o w n  lif e f or his  fri e n ds. " 
Tr u e  l o v e d e m a n ds  a  s p e ci al ki n d  of  l o y
alt y  t o e a c h  otli er.  Oft e nti m es  w e  ar e  t o o 
b us y  w or ki n g  b e hi n d  e a c h  ot h er's  b a c k  i n 
distr ust  a n d  dis h o n est y  t h at o nl y  g ets  us  
i nt o tr o u bl e. S p e a k  t h e tr ut h i n l o v e, a n d  
l et y o ur br ot h cr  orsisl er  k n o w  t h at y o u c a n  
b e  tr ust e d a n d  t h at y o u  e x p e ct  t h e m t o b e  
tr ust w ort h y f or y o u.  J es us r e q uir es n ot h 
i n g l ess.

( 4) Fi n all y,  L o y alt y  R e q uir es  a  Str o n g  
S e ns e  of  R es p o nsi bilit y

T h e  w or ds  r a n g o ut  fr o m t h e M ast er's  
li ps, “ F O L L O W  M E! ”  Y o u  k n o w,  at  t h at 
p oi nt,  I d o u bt  t h at it o c c urr e d t o t h e 
dis ci pl es  n ot  l o f oll o w J es us.  I b eli e v e  t h at 
t h e dis ci pl es  k n e w  a n d  f elt t h e p o w er  of  
J es us  a n d  w er e  c o m p ell e d  t o f oll o w Hi m.  
Di etri c h  B o n h o eff er  s a ys t h at t h e dis 
ci pl es  * * b u m e d  l h eir b o ats. "  I n ot h er  w or ds,  
t h e y w er e  s o s ol d o ut  t o t h e M a n  fr o m 
G alil e e  t h at t h e y l eft t h eir li v eli h o o d i n t h e 
b a c k gr o u n d.  It w o ul d n't  h a v e  m att er e d  if 
t h e y h a d  s et  fir e t o t h eir b o ats  b e c a us e  t h e y 
r e all y di d n't  h a v e  a n y  us e  f or t h e m a n y 
m or e.  I fi n d it a  br e at h  of  fr es h air  w h e n  I 
h e ar  of  i n di vi d u als l e a vi n g pr e vi o us  lif e
st yl es t o s er v e G o d  wit h  all t h eir h e arts.  
M a n y  c o m e  t o t h e Bi bl e,  a n d  t h e y ar e  i n 
G o d's  h a n ds.  M a n y  I h a v e  t h e pri vil e g e  of  
w or ki n g  wit h  h a v e  " b ur n e d  t h eir b o ats, * * 
a n d  I pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e m. Y o u  c a n  b u m  
y o ur  o w n  b o at  ri g ht w h er e y o u  ar e;  si m pl y 
gi v e  G o d  y o ur  l o y alt y a n d H e  will  us e  
y o u!

I' m r e mi n d e d of  a  st or y  t h at I r e a d n ot  
t o o l o n g a g o  a b o ut  a  fir e t h at o c c urr e d  i n 
C hi c a g o  i n 1 9 8 4.  Fir e m e n  w er e  c all e d  t o 
t h e s c e n e o n  a  c ol d  D e c e m b er  ni g ht.  At  
first it s e e m e d li k e a  r o uti n e c all,  b ut  t h e n 
t h e fir efi g ht ers dis c o v er e d  t h e b o di es  of  a

m ot h er  a n d  fi v e c hil dr e n  h u d dl e d  i n t h e 
kit c h e n  of  a n  a p art m e nt.  T h e  fir efi g ht ers 
c a m e  t o t h e c o n cl usi o n  ( h at t h e m ot h er  
c o ul d h a v e  es c a p e d wit h  t w o or  t hr e e 
c hil dr e n, b ut  c o ul d n't d e ci d e  w h o  t o 
c h o os e.  I nst e a d, s h e d e ci d e d  t o w ait  f or 
t h e fir efi g ht ers. All  of  t h e m di e d  of  s m o k e 
i n h al ati o n. T h e  p oi nt  is, t h er e ar e  ti m es 
w h e n  y o u  j ust d o n't  l e a v e l h e o n es  y o u  
l o v e. T h er e  ar e  ti m es w h e n  l o y alt y t a k es 
o v er  a n d  " b o ats  g et  b ur n e d. "  M y  fri e n ds, 
t h at's t h e ki n d  of  l o y alt y J es us C hrist  
d es er v es ! It's ti m e t o g et  i n t u n e wit h  w h at  
G o d  w a nts  of  us  a n d  r a di c all y gi v e  Hi m  
o ur  l o y alt y.

Tr a diti o n  t ells us  t h at P et er  w as  cr u ci 
fi e d u psi d e  d o w n  b e c a us e  h e  di d n't  f e el 
w ort h y  t o b e  cr u cifi e d  i n t h e s a m e  w a y  o ur  
S a vi or  w as.  I n a n y  c as e, P et er  dis pl a ys  
t w o si d es ofl o y alt y  t h at w e  m ust  b e  a w ar e  
of.  First,  b e  a w ar e  Ui at  it's e as y  t o d e n y  o ur  
L or d  a n d  sli p  i nt o a  st at e  of  disl o y alt y.  It *s 
e as y  t o d e n y  hi m  w h e n  w e  ar e  t al ki n g t o

gl or y,  f or f ell o ws hi p wit h  hi m  a n d  f or his  
pl e as ur e. "  ( 7, 2 8.)  H e  r ej oi c es wit h  e a c h  
o n e  of  us  as w e  s e e t h e tr ut h a n d H e  
gri e v es  f or e a c h  of  us  as  w e  e x p eri e n c e  t h e 
p ai n  t h at is br o u g ht  o n  b y  o ur  si n. W h at  
tr e m e n d o us v al u e  H e  h as  l a vis h e d u p o n  
us  t hr o u g h His  i nfi nit e gr a c e  a n d  l o v e. %

T h e y  bri n g  y o u  h o p e  a n d  h e ali n g.  A n d  
ass ur e d,  G o d  is c o u nti n g  e a c h  o n e. r h

o ur  fri e n ds. It's e as y t o h a n g  o nt o  o ur  
b o ats.  S e c o n d,  P et er  gi v es  us  a n  e x a m pl e  
of  s u pr e m e l o y alt y— a l o y alt y w e  m ust  
h a v e  i n or d er  t o s er v e  o ur  G o d  t h e w a y  H e  
d e m a n ds.  E a c h  of  us  f ails a n d  f alls s h ort  of  
w h at  G o d  r e q uir es of  us,  b ut  b e  ass ur e d,  
m y  fri e n ds, t h at j ust as J es us r ei nst at e d 
P et er,  s o  H e  c a n  r ei nst at e y o u.  If y o u  f e el 
li k e t h er e's n o  h o p e  b e c a us e  y o u  h a v e n't  
b e e n  l o y al t o J es us C hrist,  d o  n ot  b e  dis 
h e art e n e d.  N o w  is t h e ti m e t o r e n e w y o ur  
l o y alt y t o Hi m  R e n e w  y o ur  d e v oti o n  t o 
y o ur  S a vi or.  R e n e w  y o ur  all e gi a n c e t o 
y o urs elf,  y o ur  f a mil y, y o ur  c h ur c h,  a n d  
t h e p e o pl e  ar o u n d  y o u  w h o  ar e  c o u nti n g  
o n  y o u.  P et er  w as  a  f ail ur e i n m a n y  ar e as,  
b ut  r e ali z e d t h er e w as  still  h o p e  f or hi m.  I n 
t h e w or ds  of  J es us  t h e S a vi or  a n d  i n t h e a c 
ti o ns of  P et er  t h e a p ostl e, " F oll o w m e,  
b u m  y o ur  b o ats,  a n d gi v e  t o m e  y o ur  
l o y alt y. " " W h o,  m e ? "  Y es,  H e's  t al ki n g t o 
y o u! r h

S  elf- Est e e m : B  ei n g  
t h e P ers o n  G o d  I nt e n d e d

( C o nti n u e d  fr o m p a g e  2 0)
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3 Pr er e q uisit e  t o T e a c hi n g  - A  Pr o p er  Attit u d e

6 S elf- Est e e m:  B ei n g  t h e P ers o n  G o d  I nt e n d e d

2 Vir gi n  Birt h,  a  B asi c  T e a c hi n g  of  S cri pt ur e

3 M a n's  L o n gi n g  f or P e a c e  a n d  S e c urit y  Li nf or d  W.  M o or e

4 Y es,  I' m H o m o p h o bi c
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Di c k  El dr e d

All o n  M a x w ell

Willi a m  W a c ht el
Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n  
C h u c k  C ols o n

Mi c h a el  P.  Br o w n  
Mi c h a el  H off m a n  
R u b y  M c C asli n  
T h o m as  R.  S c h mitt  
D a vi d  Ri c h ert  
J. Arl e n  M ars h  
All o n  M a x w ell

Br e n d a  J. S w art z  
J a m es M attis o n  

J o h n H e ar p  
J o h n R ailt o n  
F.  L.  A usti n  
K e nt  R oss  
Si d  H at c h

C h er yl  N or w o o d
G ar y  B ur n h a m

E d  G oit
R e x  F.  C ai n
H ollis  P artl o w e
J a m es M attis o n
J a n et  Stils o n

S us a n  L a p p  
J effr e y Fl et c h er  
Mi c h a el  M attis o n  
J a ni c e  H art  
St e v e  T a yl or  
E u ni c e  P e ars o n  
St e p h e n  B ol h o us  
E.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h  
J. Arl e n  M ars h

R a y  H all
S.  O.  R oss  
J a m es M attis o n
Si d  H at c h  
D a vi d  Ril e y

A ar o n  W ells  

N a n c y  R a n ki n  
S.  O.  R oss
E.  Ri c h ar d  S mit h  
P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k  
S us a n  L a p p  
Willi a m  W a c ht el  
D el b ert  R a n ki n  
All o n  M a x w ell  
D ar c e y  D e m mitt  
H ollis  P artl o w e

Milli e  L a ni n g  
R e x  F.  C ai n

6 J ust f or t h e R e c or d
4 L ess o ns  fr o m a  Mi ni at ur e  M ot h er
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  E p h es us
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  L a o di c e a
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  P er g a m os
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  P hil a d el p hi a
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  S ar dis
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  S m yr n a
1 L ett er  t o t h e C h ur c h  at  T h y atir a
3 L or d's  S u p p er

6 A d or ni n g  t h e D o ctri n e
6 B a c k  t o t h e F ut ur e
6 B a d  R a p

3 B e y o n d  t h e V a nit y  of  E art hl y  Gr e at n ess

,M e m ori al  D a y
5 M essi a h  i n t h e L a w

| G o d  K e e p  o ur  L a n d
%  G o d  M a nif est ati o n:  A n  I ntr o d u cti o n

5 G o d  M a nif est ati o n  i n M os es
4, 5, 6  G o d's  P e o pl e  ( T hr e e P arts)
2 G o d  Will  S u p pl y

2  Gr e at est  Pr o mis e
4  Gr o wi n g  P ati e n c e  S us a n  L a p p
5  H e y!  T h at's  O urs!  K e nt  R oss
3  Isr a el a n d  t h e C h ur c h  - T w o  S e p ar at e  Gr o u ps

H ollis  P artl o w e

6 Dr yi n g  u p  of  t h e E u p hr at es
5 " F at h ers  ... C hil dr e n  Ar e  U ni q u e "
1  F or gi v e  a n d  F or g et
3  F or gi v e n
4  F o ur  M ar ks  of  F als e  R eli gi o n

3 Gift  of  L a n g u a g es
2  Gi vi n g  Cr e dit  t o t h e M ast er  D esi g n er

Di a n a  M orris o n  Vi c e
St e p h e n  B ol h o us  
D u n c a n  H e ast er  

D u n c a n  H e ast er  
Fr a n cis  B ur n ett  
S us a n  L a p p

D o n al d  G.  N u n e m a k er

6 J er e mi a h, t h e W e e pi n g  Pr o p h et
D a vi d  W.  C h e at w o o d  

H ollis  P artl o w e  
P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k  
D a vi d  C h e at w o o d  
D a vi d  Wilst er m a n  
G or d o n  L a n dr y  
H ollis  P artl o w e  
J o n C h e at w o o d  
J o n T.  W el c h  
Al a n  C ai n  
R e x  C ai n

2  W al ki n g  i n Gr a c e
3  W e  M ust  b e  B or n  A g ai n
5  W h at  D o es  J o h n 1 :1 R e all y  S a y ?
6  W h o  M e ?  “ T h e  P at h  P et er  T o o k "
2 Willi a m  Gr e e n w ell  a n d  t h e Ri pl e y  C O G

4  Pr o mis e  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit
5  Pr o mis e d  H e ali n g

D arr ell  R a n ki n,  D el b ert  R a n ki n,  &  R uss ell  R a n ki n
5 R et hi n ki n g  O ur  H erit a g e  J o h n C arr

5 M essi a h  i n t h e M aj or  Pr o p h ets
5 M essi a h  i n t h e Mi n or  Pr o p h ets
5 M essi a h  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt
5 M essi a h  i n t h e Ps al ms
2 Mi d ni g ht  a n d  M or ni n g

2  Mi nistr y,  C o m mit m e nt,  S a crifi c e,  J o y P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k
3  M or e  Bl ess e d
4  M ost  I m p ort a nt W o m e n  i n M y  Lif e
4 Of  First  I m p ort a n c e
2 O p p ort u nit y
4 P ar a d e  Fit  f or a  Ki n g
2 P ast or's  Dil e m m a
2 P at c hi n g  P ot h ol es  f or t h e Ki n g
4 Pl a nti n g  Ti m e
2 Pr a y er  H as  W h at  P o w er ?

E d  G oit
4 Tr a nsf or m e d  ... b y  t h e R e n e wi n g  of  Y o ur  Mi n d  

Ri c h ar d  Al c u m br a c k

1  C h a n gi n g  C h all e n g es
2  C o nstr u cti v e  Criti cis m
6 C o ur a g e  t o C h a n g e
3  D a n g er o us  F o c us
3 D a ys  of  R e c k o ni n g
5 D o  All  S p e a k  i n T o n g u es ?
1 D o ctri n e  of  t h e H ol y  Tri nit y:  Is It Tr u e  or  F als e ?

3 S hi p wr e c k
1 St e w ar ds hi p

3 S u c c ess ?  H a p pi n ess ?
6 T e ars  i n a  B ottl e
6 T ell  M e  A g ai n
3 T e m p est  i n a  T e a p ot ?
3  T errit ori al  D o m ai n  of  t h e K O G
6 T h e y  Will  S a y  T h at  Y o u  Ar e  M a d
4  T o  Li v e  wit h  C hrist
4 T o m b  of  t h e W ell- K n o w n  S ol di er
3 " T o t h e T o p  of  t h e Hill  a n d  t h e V all e y  B el o w "
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A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

N a m e.

A d dr ess  

St at e    

A T L A N T A  
BI B L E  

C O L L E G E

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  

Or e g o n,  Illi n ois 
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O. B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

Pl e as e  c h e c k  
t h e m aili n g  

l a b el t o t h e l eft 
f or y o ur  R H  e x 

pir ati o n  d at e  
a n d  r e n e w 

pr o m ptl y  t o 
k e e p  
T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d  

c oi ni n g  t o y o ur  
h o m e 

bi m o nt hl y.

Cit y St at e ----------  Zi p -------------

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct, pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  
a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2 
p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1  yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr, $ 3 0.
[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds]. T h a n k  y o u.

S u b s cri pti o n  E x pir ati o n s

T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n.  If t h e n u m b eris 9 3. 0,it e x pir es wit h  t h e F e b m ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 3.  A  9 3. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  
aJ u n ej ul y,  e x pir ati o n.  T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b eri n  k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  
s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.
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