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E DI T O RI A L

M y  O pi ni o n R e a d er's  R es p o ns e

T O  T H E  E DI T O R ：B y  K e nt  R oss,  E dit or

b ot h  r e alisti c

W or d  of  G o d ?  W h er e

h a v e  tr a diti o n all y

el d ers  a n d  el d ers

w or ds  a n d h a v e

“ l ait y” ;

m ust  "s ettl e f or n ot hi n g

n ot  j ust " wit h w or ds

— M ar k  M attis o n

O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 4T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 2

W e  li v e i n a  b o u ntif ull y  bl ess e d  

l a n d wit h  a  w o n d erf ul  h erit a g e  b as e d  
u p o n  a  f ait h i n G o d,  b ut  s o m et hi n g  

h as  g o n e  t erri bl y wr o n g.  N e ws p a 

p er  c ol u m nists  writ e  a b o ut  it, t el e * 

visi o n  c o m m e nt at ors wri n g  t h eir 

h a n ds  a b o ut  it, b ut  n o  o n e  is off er 
i n g m u c h  i n t h e w a y  of  s u g g esti o ns.

It p er h a ps  is si m plisti c all y n ai v e  

t o s u g g est t h at w e' v e  b e e n  s e ar c h 
i n g i n t h e wr o n g  ar e as,  a n d  l o o ki n g 
i n t h e wr o n g  dir e cti o n.  P ast or  W all y  
Wi n n er,  of G ut hri e  Gr o v e,  r e c e ntl y 

s p o k e i n Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e's  

c h a p el  s er vi c e a n d  r ef err e d t o J  er e *  

mi a h  6 ： 1 6ff,

fir e p ast ors,  s plit i nt o s e p ar at e c o n gr e 

g ati o ns,  it is e vi d e nt  t h at o ur  s pirit u al  
w al k  is n ot  w h at  it o u g ht  t o b e.  T h at  is 

n ot  ai m e d  at  a n y o n e  i n p arti c ul ar,  b ut  
at  all  of  us  i n g e n er al.  W hi c h  of  us  f e el 

c o mf ort a bl e t h at w e'r e  s e ar c hi n g t h e 

s cri pt ur es,  as  di d  t h e B er e a ns ?  W hi c h  of  
us  c a n  f e el a n y  e m p at h y  f or P a ul's  a d- 
m o niti o n  f or " pr a yi n g u n c e asi n gl y ? ”  

W h er e  ar e  t h e el d ers  a n d  d e a c o ns  t h at 

c a n a n d d o m e et  t o g et h er t o d el v e  
d e e pl y, wit h  t h eir p ast ors, i nt o t h e 

ar e t h e y o u n g  
p e o pl e  s o c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  s pirit u alit y  

t h at t h e y or g a ni z e t h e ms el v es t o b e  
B er e a ns,  aft er  A cts  1 7: 1 1 ?

T h a n k  G o d  t h at t h er e ar e  s o m e t h at 
y et  r e m ai n a n d  ar e  b ei n g  f ait hf ul t o t h e 

c alli n g  of  C hrist,  b ut  I f e ar t h e y ar e  pr e 
ci o us f e w. W e  n e e d  gr a n d p ar e nts  t o 

l o v e t h eir o w n  c hil dr e n  a n d  gr a n d c hi b  
dr e n  b a c k  t o t his w al k.  W e  n e e d  p ar 

e nts  t o m o d el  t h at lif est yl e t h at “ L o v es  
t h e L or d  wit h  all t h eir h e art  a n d  s o ul 

a n d mi n ds. "  W e  n e e d  y o u n g  p e o pl e  
w h o  w a nt  t o b e  s pirit u all y ^ mi n d e d  a n d  
ar e willi n g  t o p a y  t h e pri c e.

It a p p e ars  t h at a  ti m e of  p ers e c uti o n  
is c o mi n g  i n w hi c h  w e  will  b e  t est e d f or 
o ur  f ait h. A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  r e p orts t h at 
s o m e 4, 5 0 0  i n M al a wi  h u n g er  t o k n o w  
G o d's  W or d  f or m a n.  M a y  t h at b e  tr u e 

f or us,  t h at w e  mi g ht  o n c e  a g ai n  " h u n g er  
a n d t hirst f or ri g ht e o us n ess;0 t h at w e  
mi g ht  wit h  t h e Ps al mist  s a y, “ O h,  h o w  
I l o v e y o ur  l a w. I m e dit at e  o n  it all  d a y  
l o n g” ； t h at w e  mi g ht  b e m or e  c o m 
pl et el y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  . . . l o vi n g 

or  t o n g u es, b ut  
wit h  a cti o ns a n d i n tr ut h” (I J o h n  
3: 1 8).

I a p pr e ci at e d G ar y  B u m h a m's  
arti cl e  i n t h e R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D.  
Its a p pr ais al  of  t h e pr o bl e ms  f a ci n g 

t o d a y *s p ast ors  w as  
a n d  m u c h ， n e e d e d.

G ar y's  c all  f or p ast ors  t o " b uil d  

a  l e a d ers hi p t e a m i n t h e c h ur c h  t o 

s h ar e t h e b ur d e n  of  mi nistr y 0 is 
ri g ht o n  t ar g et. T his  will  b e a  

diffi c ult  t as k, h o w e v er.  Ol d  tr a di

ti o ns di e  h ar d,  a n d  t h e b eli ef  t h at 

“ t h e p ast or n  d o es  t h e w or k  of  t h e 
o n e  of

W e  n e e d  t o c all  a n  e ntir e  n ati o n  
b a c k  t o s e e ki n g  f or G o d,  b ut  b ef or e  
w e  d o  t h at w e  m ust  d o  s o m et hi n g 
els e. W e  m ust  b e  c all e d b a c k  t o 
G o d  as  a  c h ur c h,  a n d  as  i n di vi d u als. 
It is n ot  c orr e ct  t h at w e  st a n d i n 
j u d g m e nt a n d  w a g gl e  o ur  fi n g ers at  
ot h ers  w h e n  t h er e is a gr e at  s piri * 
t u al e m pti n ess  a mi dst  us.

W h e n  c h ur c h es  fi g ht i nt er n all y,

c h ur c h will  c ert ai nl y b e  
t h e m.

I b eli e v e  t h at t h e m ost  eff e cti v e  
w a y  t o b uil d  t h es e l e a d ers hi p t e a ms 

i n o ur  c h ur c h es is t o a b olis h t h e 
disti n cti o n  w e  

m a d e  b et w e e n  " p ast ors ” a n d  " el d-  
ers. " P ast ors  ar e  

ar e  p ast ors  ( A cts 2 0: 1 7,  2 8;  1 P et.  
5: 1,  2).  As  s u c h, n o  N e w  T est a 

m e nt  c h ur c h w as  e v er r u n b y  a  
si n gl e p ast or  att e m pti n g  t o s h o u k  
d er  all  t h e b ur d e ns  of  t h e c h ur c h;  
t h e p ast ors  of  first c e nt ur y  c h ur c h es  
w er e  al w a ys  pl ur al  i n n u m b er.

F urt h er m or e,  t h e j o b of  p ast ors  
is n ot  pri m aril y  t o mi nist er,  b ut  t o 
e q ui p G o d's  p e o pl e t o mi nist er  
( E p h. 4 ： 1 2).  T h e  pr a cti c al  c or ol 
l ar y of  "t h e pri est h o o d  of  all b e-  
li e v ers” is t h at i n t h e C hristi a n  

c h ur c h, t h er e is n o  "l ait y ” ； o ur  
c h ur c h es  ar e  n ot  t o b e  fill e d wit h  
"l a y m e n ” b ut  wit h  " mi nist ers. ” I 
w h ol e h e art e dl y  c o n c ur  wit h  G ar y  
t h at w e  
l ess t h a n t h e c h ur c h  b ei n g  a  b o d y  
— as G o d  i nt e n d e d —  e a c h  
m e m b er  s er vi n g a c c or di n g  t o t h eir 

G o d- gi v e n  gifts. "

T his  is w h at  t h e L or d  s a ys ： St a n d  
at  t h e cr ossr o a ds  a n d  as k  f or t h e 
a n ci e nt  p at hs,  as k  w h er e  t h e g o o d  
w a y  is, a n d  w al k  i n it, a n d  y o u will  
fi n d r est f or y o ur  s o uls. B ut  y o u  
s ai d, ' W e will  n ot  w al k  i n it.”  I a p 
p oi nt e d  w at c h m e n  o v er  y o u  a n d  
s ai d, ' List e n t o t h e s o u n d of  t h e 
tr u m p et!n  B ut  y o u  s ai d, ' W e will  
n ot  list e n.n  T h er ef or e  h e ar,  O  n a *  
ti o ns, o bs er v e,  O  wit n ess  w h at  
will  h a p p e n t o t h e m. H e ar,  O  
e art h ： I a m bri n gi n g  dis ast er  o n  
t his p e o pl e, t h e fr uit of t h eir 
s c h e m es, b e c a us e  t h e y h a v e  n ot  
list e n e d t o m y ， 
r ej e ct e d m y  l a w.
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w h e n  c orr es p o n di n g  c o n c er ni n g  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n.
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“ T. V.'s  D a n g er o us  I nfl u e n c e0 .....................

“ A  N ati o n  U n d er  G o d ： Ar e  W e  I n d e e d ? "

' T hirt y Y e ars  a n d  C o u nti n g ” ..........

<f N e w  Y or k  Cit y:  1 9 4 4 4 9 9 4 ° ..........

“ Fr o m  N e w p ort  t o W est  M e m p his ”

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  
O F  P U B LI S HI N G  

D a ni el  S m e a d

“ R e m e m b eri n g  t h e Pr o mis e * 1 b y  St e v e  J o n es .................

" M a ki n g S e ns e  of  Lif e's  C h a n g es ” b y  Mi c h el e  Mill ar d  

" C a n t h e Fl u  B e  Us e d  As  a Mi nistr y ? ” b y  J a ni c e H art  

u W h at  H as  H a p p e n e d  t o O ur  Y o u n g  A d ults ? ” b y  D o n  N u n e m a k er.. 9  

" T h a n k  Y o u,  L or d ”  b y  J o y c e H o us m a n ............................................... 2 4

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

J uli e Is h a m

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  
C O O R DI N A T O R

J as o n  C atli n

T Y P E S E T T E R

A m y  B err y

E DI T O R

K e nt  R oss

' T el e visi o n Vi e wi n g " ...................................................

" Y o ur  V al u es  a n d  t h e V al u es  of  W as hi n gt o n,  D. C. ”  

"' G o o d M or ni n g,  Mrs.  J o n es "' .....................................

“ Bl a m e  It o n  S o ci et y " ...................................................

" D o es P o p ul ar  C hristi a nit y  M a k e  A n y  S e ns e ? 1.......

" S p a c es hi p  E art h  C a m e  Wit h  I nstr u cti o ns0 ..............

“ W h e n  C hil dr e n  R a p e ” ........................................... ....

' N ot hi n g Li k e  a  Cr yi n g  B a b y  t o Kill  t h e M o o d ”  ..... 

“ G e n eti c  Si n ? ” ..............................................................

T h e  R e s t t r hi o n  H e r a l d  
Att n ：  K e nt  R oss  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

“ O ur  C hristi a n  H erit a g e ”  b y  C.  E.  L a p p .............................

" T h e P eril o us  Ti m es  of  t h e L ast  D a ys ” b y  H ollis  P artl o w e  

" T h e D e v el o p m e nt  of  Bi bli c al  U nit ari a nis m:  P art  O n e ”  

b y  Al  I o n M a x w ell .....................................................

“ T h e  Tri nit y  D o ctri n e  a n d  S al v ati o n ” b y  St e v e  J o n es ......

“ P e a c e ： R h et ori c  or  R e alit y ? ” b y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us .............

“ Pr o p h e c y  a n d  P oliti cs "  b y  M ar k  M attis o n .........................

“ A  St u d y  of  L u k e  2 3: 4 3 ” b y  Willi a m  W a c ht el ...................

“ G o o d  R e as o ns  f or S u n d a y  S c h o ols:  T h e  P ur p os es  of  S u n d a y  S c h o ol 0  

b y  K e nt  R oss .............................................................................2 2

Tr a m m ell  R o a d,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  
3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  H e r a l d  is m ail e d  si x ti m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es ：

lis h e d b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  
n o n pr ofit  C hristi a n  c or p or ati o n l o c at e d at 5 8 2 3

T H E

R estit uti o n

• t h e o n e n ess  of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);
• t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  ( A cts 1: 8);
• j es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  ( M at匚  1 6: 1 6),  

a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);
• t h e Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);
• t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6 ： 4);
• c h e  n e ar  r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1),  a n d  lif e o nl y  

t hr o u g h Hi m  ( C ol. 3: 3);
• t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 5: 2 8);
• t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  1 5 5 3,  

5 4);
• t h e d est m e ci o n  of  t h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);
• t h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  

u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 3 2);
• c h e  c h ur c h  t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  Hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  

a n d  Isr a el t o b e  m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 
6 0: 1- 3);

• t h e a r estit uti o n of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  O o d  h at h  s p o k e n 
b y  c h e  m o ut h  of  all  His  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e t h e w orl d  
b e g a n "  ( A c o 3: 2 1).

• k  als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n 
t h e n a m e  of  J es us  C hrist  f or t h e r e missi o n of  si ns  ( A cts 
2  J 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  lif e as  ess e nti al  c o  s al v ati o n.
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O ur  h e alt hf ul  d a ys  ar e  at  a n  e n d
A n d  si c k n ess h as  c o m e  o n . 
Fr o m  y e ar  t o y e ar  b e c a us e  o ur  h e arts  ■  
a w a y  fr o m G o d  ar e  g o n e.

Ar o u n d  1 7 4 0  t h e pr e a c hi n g  of  J o n 
at h a n  E d w ar ds  a n d  G e or g e  W hitfi el d  

w er e  i nstr u m e nt al i n ki n dli n g  t h e Gr e at  

A w a k e ni n g.  W hitfi el d  bl a m e d t h e 
r e as o n 
.s o 

m e n  
m e n

O n  b o ar d  t h e T al b ot  i n 1 6 2 9  t h e P u 
rit a n J o h n  Hi g gi ns o n  wr ot e,  < 4 W e  g o  t o 

pr o p a g at e  t h e g os p el  i n A m eri c a. ”

G o v er n or  J o h n Wi nt hr o p  pr e a c h e d  
fr o m t h e d e c ks  of  t h e fl a gs hi p Ar b ell a:  

" T h e  L or d  will  b e  o ur  G o d  a n d  d eli g ht  

t o d w ell  a m o n g  us,  f or w e  c o nsi d er  t h at 

w e  s h all  b e  as  a  cit y  u p o n  a  hill,  t h e e y es  
of  all  p e o pl e  ar e  u p o n  us. "

H o w e v er,  pr os p erit y l e d t o a dr y  
f or m al r eli gi o n. Mi c h a el  Wi g gl es w ort h  
wr ot e,

l u k e w ar m cl er g y: ' T h e i 
c o n gr e g ati o ns h a v e b e e n  
b e c a us e  t h e y h a d  d e a d  

c a n d e a d

T h e  M a yfl o w er  c o m p a ct  writt e n  
t h e e arl y  Pil gri ms  st at e d, “ I n t h e n a m e  

of  G o d,  a m e n. ・.•  H a vi n g  u n d ert a k e n,  

f or t h e gl or y  of  G o d  a n d  t h e a d v a n c e *  
m e nt  of  t h e C hristi a n  F ait h  ... [ w e] d o  

b y  t h es e pr es e nts  s ol e m nl y a n d  m ut u *  
all y i n t h e pr es e n c e  of  G o d  a n d o n e  

a n ot h er, c o v e n a nt a n d c o m bi n e o ur *  
s el v es t o g et h er i nt o a  ci vil  b o d y  p oliti c

t o t h e m. H o w  

li vi n g c hil dr e n ? 1 2
P atri c k  H e nr y  s p o k e t o t h e H o us e  of  

B ur g ess es  o n  M ar c h  2 3, 1 7 7 5:  u Is lif e s o 
d e ar,  or  p e a c e  s o s w e et, as t o b e  p ur 
c h as e d  at  t h e pri c e  of  c h ai ns  a n d  sl a v * 

er y ? F or bi d  it, al mi g ht y  G o d!  I k n o w  
n ot  w h at  c o urs e  ot h ers  m a y  t a k e, b ut  as  
f or m e,  gi v e m e  li b ert y or  gi v e m e  
d e at h. ”

T h e  D e cl ar ati o n  of  I n d e p e n d e n c e of  
1 7 7 6  s a ys, “ W e  h ol d  t h es e tr ut hs t o b e  
s elf- e vi d e nt, t h at all m e n  
e q u al. .. Y et  e v ol uti o n  is n o w  t a u g ht 
i n m ost  of  o ur  s c h o ols, a n d  t h er e 
b e e n  p e n alti es  i nfli ct e d o n  t h os e

l a u g ht er, ri di c uli n g m e.  1  h er e is n o  

q u esti o n  t h at t h e i ns pir ati o n w as  fr o m 
t h e H ol y  S pirit, ... [ w hi c h] c o mf ort e d  
m e  wit h  r a ys of  m ar v el o us  i ns pir ati o n 

fr o m t h e H ol y  S cri pt ur es. ...

M I a m  a  m ost  u n w ort h y  si n n er, b ut  1  
h a v e  cri e d  o ut  t o t h e L or d  f or gr a c e  a n d  
m er c y,  a n d  t h e y h a v e  c o v er e d  m e  c o m 
pl et el y.  I h a v e  f o u n d t h e s w e et est  c o n *  
s ol ati o n si n c e I m a d e  it m y  w h ol e  
p ur p os e  t o e nj o y His  m ar v el o us  pr es 

e n c e.  F or  t h e e x e c uti o n  of  t h e j o u m e y 
t o t h e I n di es, I di d  n ot  m a k e  us e  of  
i nt elli g e n c e, m at h e m ati cs,  or  m a ps.  It 
is si m pl y t h e f ulfill m e nt of  w h at  Is ai a h 
h a d  pr o p h esi e d.

< gN o  o n e
a n y  t as k i n t h e n a m e  of  o ur  S a vi o ur,  if 
it is j ust a n d  if t h e i nt e nti o n is p ur el y  f or 
His  s er vi c e.' "

y o u n g m a n  c a m e t o 
A m eri c a  t o l o o k f or his  
gr e at n ess.  H e  l o o k e d i n 
t h e c o urts. H e  l o o k e d 

i n t h e v oti n g  c h a m b ers.  

H e  l o o k e d i n t h e b usi n ess es.  Fi n all y,  h e  

f o u n d t h e fir e i n o ur  p ul pits.
If y o u  h a v e  tr a v ell e d a cr oss  o ur  n a 

ti o n, h a v e  y o u  p ass e d  t hr o u g h a  vill a g e  
s o s m all t h at it di d n't  h a v e  at  l e ast o n e  
c h ur c h ?  E v e n  s m all vill a g es  m a y  h a v e  
s e v er al c h ur c h es.

If y o u  c o m p ar e t h e c urr e n c y fr o m 
e v er y  n ati o n,  y o u  will  fi n d t h at w e  ar e  
t h e o nl y  o n e  t h at h as  "I n G o d  W e  
Tr usf , pri nt e d  o n  e v er y  c oi n  a n d  bill.

O ur  n ati o n  is at  t h e cr ossr o a ds.  If w e  

w a nt  t o r et ai n t his C hristi a n  h erit a g e,  
w e  m ust  f oll o w t h e c o ur a g e of  o ur  
f or ef at h ers a n d  g et  i n v ol v e d, e v e n  if it 
is o nl y  t o writ e  a  l ett er t o o ur  c o n gr ess 
m a n  or  b e gi n  e a c h  d a y  b y  r e a di n g t h e 
S cri pt ur es.

E x a ctl y  w h at  ki n d  of  m e n  w er e  r e * 
s p o nsi bl e f or t h e f o u n di n g a n d  l e a di n g 
of  o ur  c o u ntr y ?

C hrist o p h er  C ol u m b us  a ut h or e d a  

v ol u m e  c all e d B o o k  of  Pr o p h e ci es.  I n it 
h e  s ai d, “ Il w as  t h e L or d  w h o  p ut  i nt o 
m y  mi n d  (I c o ul d  f e el His  h a n d  u p o n  
m e)  t h e f a ct t h at it w o ul d  b e  p ossi bl e  t o 
s ail fr o m h er e  t o t h e I n di es. All  w h o

h e ar d  of  m y  pr oj e ct  r ej e ct e d it wit h  

T h er e  is



m e m or y,
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T h e  P eril o us  Ti m es

of  t h e L ast  D a ys

p
l ett er t o Ti m ot h y,  P a ul  gi v es

t h at it h a d  a  w or m  i n it.
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w as  a  
m or e

g ers,  i nt e m p er at e a n d  fi er c e, str a n g ers  
t o all g o o d n ess,  tr ait ors, a d v e nt ur ers,

B y  H ollis  P artl o w e,  
Or e g o n,  I L

Q u a k er,  
t h a n

n at ur al  aff e cti o n; t h e y will  b e  i m pl a * 
c a bl e i n t h eir h atr e ds, s c a n d a b m o n-

1, 0 0 0 v ers es fr o m m e m or y,  a n d his  
f at h er c o ul d  r e a d t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  
i n t h e ori gi n al  Gr e e k.

H arr y  S.  Tr u m a n  h a d  a  c oll e cti o n  of  
5 0 0  Bi bl es.

A br a h a m  Li n c ol n  s ai d,  u k  [t h e Bi bl e]  
is t h e b est  gift  G o d  h as  gi v e n  t o m a n.  
All  t h e g o o d  t h e S a vi or  g a v e  t o t h e 
w orl d  w as  c o m m u ni c at e d  t hr o u g h t his 
b o o k. 0 5

If o ur  c h ur c h  is t o g o f or w ar d, I m ust  
b e c o m e  d e di c at e d.  I m ust  tit h e (t h e 
o nl y  pr o mis e  gi v e n  wit h  a  c h all e n g e).  I 
m ust  r e a d m y  Bi bl e,  a n d  I m ust  pr a y.  A  
fir e st arts wit h  o n e  m at c h.  *

s w oll e n  wit h  s elf-i m p ort a n c e.  T h e y  will  
b e  m e n  
G o d,  m e n  
f or m of  r eli gi o n, b ut

I n 1 7 8 9,  w h e n  o ur

G e or g e  W as hi n gt o n,  w as  s w or n i n, h e  
p ut  o n e  h a n d  o n  t h e Bi bl e  a n d  o n e  o n  
his  h e art.  It is n o w  a tr a diti o n w hi c h  
Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  als o  f oll o w e d.

P ast or  H e nr y  M u hl e n b er g,  a L u *  
t h er a n mi nist er  a n d c o nt e m p or ar y  of

W as hi n gt o n,  s ai d, “ His  E x c ell e n c y  
G e n er al  W as hi n gt o n  . . . d o es n ot  

b el o n g  t o t h e s o- c all e d  w orl d  of  s o ci et y,  
f or h e  r es p e cts G o d's  w or d,  b eli e v es  i n 
t h e at o n e m e nt t hr o u g h C hrist,  a n d  
b e ars  hi ms elf  i n h u milit y  a n d g e ntl e *  
n ess.  T h er ef or e,  t h e L or d  G o d  h as  als o  
si n g ul arl y, y e a,  m ar v el o usl y,  pr es er v e d  
hi m  fr o m h ar m  i n t h e mi dst  of  c o u nt 

l ess p erils,  a m b us c a d es, f ati g u es, a n d  
h as  hit h ert o  gr a ci o usl y  h el d  hi m  i n His  
h a n d  as a  c h os e n  v ess el. 1 * 4

J o h n Q ui n c y  A d a ms  c o n v ert e d  t h e 
Ps al ms  i nt o h y m ns.

W o o dr o w  Wils o n  r e a d 
S cri pt ur e  e v er y  ni g ht

T h e o d or e  R o os e v elt  a n n ot at e d  p as 
s a g es i n t h e Ki n g  J a m es  V ersi o n  w hi c h  

h e  r e a d r e g ul arl y.
D wi g ht  Eis e n h o w er  

His  m ot h er  c o ul d q u ot e

a  c h a pt er  of

pr o m ot e d  cr e ati o n.  H o w e v er,  i n 
t h e l ast f e w y e ars  e v ol uti o n h as  b e e n  
dis pr o v e d.  T h e  missi n g  li n ks ar e still 
missi n g,  et c.,  b ut  t h e m ess a g e  h as  n ot  
g ott e n  t o t h e s c h o ols.

T h o m as  J eff ers o n s p e nt m a n y  e v e *  
ni n gs  i n t h e W hit e  H o us e  c o n d e nsi n g  
t h e g os p els  i nt o a v ol u m e  c all e d T h e  
Lif e  a n d  M or als  of  J es us of  N az ar et h.  

H o w e v er,  h e  w as  a h u m a nist  a n d a  
U nit ari a n  a n d  str e n u o usl y  o bj e ct e d  t o 
t h e i n cl usi o n of  p hr as es  i n t h e D e cl ar a 
ti o n of  I n d e p e n d e n c e r ef erri n g t o G o d.  
B ut  C o n gr ess  pr e v ail e d. 3

first pr esi d e nt,

A U L T H E  A P O S T L E  wr ot e  
his l ast e pistl e, S e c o n d  
Ti m ot h y,  w hil e  h e w as  a  
pris o n er i n a R o m a n  d u n 
g e o n.  Tr a diti o n  s a ys h e  w as  

b e h e a d e d s h ortl y t h er e aft er. I n t his 
us a  

d et ail e d  d es cri pti o n  of  t h e p eril o us  ti m es 
of  t h e l ast d a ys.

<f Y o u  m ust  f a c e t h e f a ct: t h e fi n al 
a g e of  t his w orl d  is t o b e  a ti m e of  
tr o u bl es. M e n  will  l o v e n ot hi n g  b ut  
m o n e y  a n d  s elf; t h e y will  b e  arr o g a nt,  

^ ^ o astf ul,  a n d  a b usi v e; wit h  n o  r es p e ct 
p ar e nts,  n o  gr atit u d e,  n o  pi et y,  n o

1  D a vi d  All e n  L e wis,  Pr o p h e c y  2 0 0 0,  N e w  
L e af  Pr ess,  P O  B o x  3 1 1,  Gr e e n  F or est,  A R  
7 2 6 3 8,  p p.  1 0 6- 1 0 7.

2 D a vi d  All e n  L e wis,  p p.  1 0 8- 1 0 9.
3 D a vi d  All e n  L e wis,  p.  1 1 0.
4 D a vi d  All e n  L e wis,  p.  1 1 2.
5 Q ui d e p osts,  F e b.  1 9 9 2,  p.  1 7.

w h o  p ut  pl e as ur e  i n t h e pl a c e  of  
w h o  pr es er v e  t h e o ut w ar d  

ar e a st a n di n g  
d e ni al  of  its r e alit y. K e e p  cl e ar  of  m e n  
li k e t h es e " ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 * 5,  N E B).

T h e  a p ostl e  gi v es  us  1 9  m or al  si g ns 
i n di c ati v e of  t h e cl osi n g of  t his a g e.  
B ei n g  w ar n e d,  w e  m ust  pr e p ar e  f or a  
t ur b ul e nt j o ur n e y a h e a d. M a k e  n o  
mist a k e  t h e cl osi n g  d a ys  of  t his w orl d  
s yst e m will  b e  st or m y.

T h e  st or y is t ol d of  a n  Ar a b  w h o  
a w a k e n e d i n t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e ni g ht  
a n d  w as  v er y  h u n gr y.  H e  lit a  c a n dl e,  
a n d  b e g a n  t o e at  d at es  t h at w er e  b esi d e  
his  b e d.  H e  t o o k o n e,  h el d  it u p  t o t h e 
li g ht, a n d  s a w t h at it h a d  a  w or m  i n i c 
S o  h e  t hr e w i c o ut  of  t h e t e nt. T h e n  h e  
t o o k a n ot h er d at e,  h el d  it u p  t o t h e 
li g ht, s a w a w or m  i n it, a n d t hr e w i c 
a w a y.  T h e  s a m e t hi n g h a p p e n e d  a  t hir d 
ti m e. T h e n  h e  bl e w  o ut  t h e c a n dl e  a n d  
g o b bl e d  u p  t h e r est of  t h e d at es.

( C o nti n u e d o n  P a g e  1 5)
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b e

T h e

mir a c ul o usl y  b e g ot *

P art  O n e:  E ur o p e

R t er m

Bi bli c al  U nit ari a ns,

a p pr e ci ati o n of
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D e v el o p m e nt  of
Bi bli c al  U nit ari a nis m

• T h at t h e s o ur c e  of  His  p erf e ct  o b e di *  

e n c e w as  n ot i n s o m e i n h er e nt 

“ h y bri d  di vi nit y, "  b ut  i n His  p erf e ct  
l o v e f or t h e O n e  Tr u e  G o d,  His  
F at h er.

• T h at t h e H ol y  S pirit  is n ot  t h e t hir d 

p ers o n  of  t h e Tri nit ari a n  Cr e e ds,  
b ut  t h e di vi n e  pr es e n c e  a n d  p o w er  of  
G o d,  t hr o u g h w hi c h  H e  w or ks  t o 

a c hi e v e  His  p ur p os e  i n His  cr e ati o n.

• T h at as  a  m a n,  J es us w as  m a d e  ( cr e * 
at e d) e x a ctl y li k e all ot h er  m e n,  

m ort al,  s u bj e ct t o t e m pt ati o n, c a *  

p a bl e  of  si n, a n d n e e di n g  t o l e ar n 

o b e di e n c e.
s o ur c e

E C O G NI ZI N G  U ni 
t ari a ns T o d a y  

W e  us e t h e

' U nit ari a ns'' t o d es cri b e  

t h os e w h o  r ej e ct t h e 

d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y,  i n f a v or of b eli ef  

i n G o d  as  o n e  p ers o n  o nl y.  H o w e v er,  t o 

a v oi d  c o nf usi o n  w e  als o  n e e d  t o d efi n e  
t h e diff er e n c e b et w e e n t w o s orts of  

U nit ari a nis m.  I n t his arti cl e w e  ar e  
m ai nl y  c o n c er n e d  wit h  Bi bli c al  U nit ari 
a nis m, a n d  w e  us e  t h at t er m t o a v oi d  

c o nf usi o n  wit h  t h e ot h er  str e a m,  w hi c h  
w e  will  c all R ati o n alist  U nit ari a nis m.  

Hist ori c all y,  t h e y b e g a n as virt u all y  

i d e nti c al i n t h e ol o g y a n d  pr a cti c e.
I n p ast  ti m es all  U nit ari a ns  a p p e al e d  

t o t h e S cri pt ur es,  i nt er pr et e d b y  r e as o n. 

H o w e v er,  i n t h e 1 9t h c e nt ur y, t h e 
R ati o n alist  U nit ari a ns  b e g a n t o l a y 
r at h er m or e  e m p h asis  o n  h u m a n  u r e a- 

s o n " a n d  p ers o n al  e x p eri e n c e,  t h a n o n  
b eli ef  b as e d  o n  a n  i ns pir e d Bi bl e.  M ost  
c o nt e m p or ar y R ati o n alist  U nit ari a ns  
n o w  f oll o w t his li n e. T h e y  c a n  us u all y  
b e  i d e ntifi e d b y  t h e us e  of  t h e a ct u al  

w or d  ̂ U nit ari a n 0 i n n a mi n g t h eir 
c h ur c h es.

T o d a y,  a m o n gst  t h e R ati o n alists  it is 
n o l o n g er ess e nti al t o b eli e v e i n a  
p ers o n al  G o d,  t h e Vir gi n  Birt h,  mir *  
a cl es, or  t h e i ns pir ati o n of  t h e Bi bl e.

• T h at t h e F at h er  al o n e is t h e O n e  
Tr u e  G o d;

• T h at  J es us  C hrist  is t h e h ur n a n  s o n  of  

t h e O n e  Tr u e  G o d,  ( b ut N O T  G o d  

t h e S o n);

• T h at J es us w as
t e n of  a  vir gi n  m ot h er  b y  t h e p o w er  
of  t h e O n e  Tr u e  G o d;

• T h at b ef or e  His  b e g ett al  J es us di d  

n ot  e xist  i n p ers o n al  f or m, eit h er  as  
p art  of  t h e T  ri nit ari a n G o d,  or  as  t h e 
Ari a n  s pirit- b ei n g. R at h er  H e  w as  
pl a n n e d  b y  G o d  fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g,  

a n d s p o k e n of  b y t h e pr o p h eti c  
W or d  of  G o d  as t h e f ut ur e M A N  

w h o  w o ul d  b e c o m e  t h e s a vi o ur of  
si n n ers a n d  i n h erit t h e w orl d.

• T h at J es us b e g a n  His  e xist e n c e  ( as all  
ot h er  m e n  d o)  at His  birt h,  w h e n  t h e 

W or d  s p o k e n b y  G o d  w as  f ulfill e d
• T h at J es us w as  n ot  t h e t w o n at ur ，  

“ G o d- M a n ”  of  t h e T  ri nit ari a n cr e e ds, 
b ut  w as  b o m  wit h  o nl y  o n e  n at ur e  

( h u m a n).
as  a  m a n,

T his  t h e ol o g y is al m ost  al w a ys a c 
c o m p a ni e d  b y  t h e d o ctri n e  of  " C o n di-  
ti o n al I m m ort alit y. " A  pr o p er  u n d er 
st a n di n g of  h u m a n  m ort alit y  is hi g hl y  
r el e v a nt t o o ur  

c o m pl et e h u m a nit y  of  J es us a n d

D efi ni n g  Bi bli c al  U nit ari a n  T h e ol o g y  

Bi bli c al  U nit ari a n  b eli ef c a n  

bri efl y  s u m m ari z e d as  f oll o ws:

B y  All o n  M a x w ell,  

A ustr ali a

F or  s o m e, a bs ol ut e  st a n d ar ds of  m or al 
it y ar e r ej e ct e d a n d l eft t o i n di vi d u al 

“ c o ns ci e n c e. ”  M a n y  ar e  " U ni v ers alisl ”  

i n t h eir e x p e ct ati o n  of  s al v ati o n. W h at  

b e g a n  as a  C hristi a n  m o v e m e nt  is n o  
l o n g er e ntitl e d  t o t h at d es cri pti o n.

o n  t h e ot h er  
h a n d,  h a v e  s ur vi v e d as Bi bl e  c e nt er e d  

gr o u ps,  m ai nt ai ni n g  a  d et er mi n e d  st a n d  
f or f ait h i n t h e O n e  Tr u e  G o d,  His  

Vir gi n  b o m  S o n,  a n d  t h e tr ut h of  t h e 
Bi bl e.  T h e  Bi bli c al  U nit ari a ns  d o  n ot  

r ej e ct r e as o n, b ut  t h e y d o  a c c e pt t h e 
a ut h orit y  of  t h e S cri pt ur es  as t h e s ol e 
s o ur c e of  r e v el ati o n a b o ut G o d.  Al 

t h o u g h t h eir t h e ol o g y is U nit ari a n,  i n 
t h e ol d er  s e ns e of  t h e w or d,  m a n y  ar e  
c ar ef ul  a b o ut  usi n g  t h e w or d  at  all,  l est 
t h e y b e  c o nf us e d  wit h  t h e R ati o n alists  
a n d U ni v ers alists.  I n t his arti cl e w e  
s h all c o n c e ntr at e  o ur  att e nti o n  o n  t h e 
Bi bli c al  U nit ari a ns.



• T h at f or all

l a b elli n g t h e d o ctri n e its elf

t his
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T h e  D o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y
B y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  a n d  C h arl es  H u nti n g

a n d  t h e W orl d wi d e  C h ur c h  of  G o d.  Ess e nti al  r e a di n g f or all i n s e ar c h of  t h e G o d
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s p e ci al  i nt er est t o f or m er  J e h o v a h  Wit n ess es,  a n d  t h os e e xiti n g  t h e W a y  I nt er n ati o n al

C hristi a nit y's
S elf-I nfli ct e d  

W o u n d
A  bi bli c al  a n d  hist ori c al  e x a mi n ati o n  of  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y,  i n cl u di n g 

dis c ussi o n  of  a  c o nt e m p or ar y  s c h ol arl y tr e n d t o w ar ds bi bli c al  u nit ari a nis m.  Of

bi bli o gr a p h y.  $ 9. 9 5,  pl us  $ 1. 0 5  p ost a g e.  Pl e as e  or d er  fr o m: A d a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  l ・ 8 0 0 ・ 3 4 74 2 6 1.

A KI v e;  F  B « u a rl  

C X M ks  F
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A U  r ej e ct i nf a nt b a ptis m  a n d  m ost,  
( b ut n ot  all) pr a cti c e  b eli e v er ’s b a p 
tis m.

I h e a ni n g of  s al v ati o n. T his  d o ctri n e  is 

bri efl y  st at e d b el o w ：

Ori gi n

U nit ari a n  t h e ol o g y is n ot  n e w. It 

b a c k  t o t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  ti m e.
G o d  w h o  cr e at e d t h e w orl d  is 

d efi n e d  b y  M os es  as  O N E.  T h er e  is n o  
ot h er  ( D e ut. 6: 4).  T h e  writ ers  of  t h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt  w er e  als o  U nit ari a ns.  
J es us Hi ms elf  c o nfir m e d t h e U nit ari a n  
t h e ol o g y of  M os es,  w h e n  H e  dir e ct e d  

att e nti o n t o t h e w ors hi p  of  t h e s a m e 

O N E  L O R D  ( M ar k 1 2: 2 9- 3 0).  B eli ef  
i n J es us as  a  s u b or di n at e  b ei n g,  disti n ct  
fr o m G o d,  c o nti n u e d  t o b e  t h e m aj orit y

• T h at G o d  (t h e F at h er)  al o n e h as  
i m m ort alit y.

• T h at m a n ki n d  d o es  n ot  p oss ess  i n
h er e nt  i m m ort alit y, or  a n  "i m m ort al  
s o ul. ”

• T h at t h e h u m a n  r a c e is m ort al  a n d  

t h at d e at h  is a  sl e e p i n w hi c h  n o  p art  
of  t h e h u m a n  p ers o n alit y  s ur vi v es 
t h e d e at h  of  t h e b o d y.

m e n  (i n cl u di n g J es us,)  
i m m ort alit y is a  c o n diti o n al  gift,  i m
p art e d at t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t h e 
b o d y, a n d r es er v e d o nl y  f or t h os e 
w h o  b eli e v e  a n d  o b e y  G o d.

o pi ni o n  u ntil  w ell  i nt o t h e t hir d c e n *  
t ur y. T h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y,  as  w e  

k n o w  it, di d  n ot  e xist

S u p pr essi o n

B eli ef  i n a J es us w h o  h a d  n o  r e al 
h u m a nit y,  b ut  w as  a  pr e- e xist e nt  s pirit 
w h o  m er el y  ass u m e d  t h e a p p e ar a n c e  of  
a  m a n,  s urf a c e d t o w ar ds t h e e n d  of  t h e 

first c e nt ur y. It w as  t his h er es y  w hi c h  
m oti v at e d  t h e A p ostl e  J o h n  t o writ e  his  
G os p el  a n d  his  t hr e e e pistl es,  r e p u di at
i n g t h e t e a c h ers as " a nti c hrists ” a n d  

as "t h e  
s pirit  of  a nti c hrist M  ( 1 J o h n 2: 1 8;  4 ： 3).

H o w e v er,  d es pit e  J o h n's r ej e cti o n, 
t h e d o ctri n e of  a pr e- e xist e nt  J es us 
c o nti n u e d t o i n v a d e t h e C h ur c h.  It 

gr a d u all y  c h a n g e d f or m u ntil,  i n t h e 
F o urt h  c e nt ur y,  J es us w as  el e v at e d  t o a  
pl a c e  i n a ' Tri- u n e” G o d h e a d.  I n t h e 

t h e ol o gi c al j ar g o n of  t h e "s c h ol ars, ”  
n e w  J es us is s ai d t o h a v e  u i m p er- 

s o n al h u m a n  n at ur e, 0  wit h o ut  a ct u all y  
b ei n g  a h u m a n  p ers o n!

Att e n d e d  b y  p oliti c al  i ntri g u e a n d  
m u c h  bl o o ds h e d,  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e 
Tri nit y  b e c a m e  t h e c o m p uls or y  m aj or 
it y o pi ni o n.  B y  I m p eri al d e cr e e  it w as  
e nf or c e d u n d er  t hr e at of  d e at h. Al 
t h o u g h t h e i niti al s u p pr essi o n w as  pri 
m aril y  dir e ct e d  a g ai nst Ari a ns,  ot h er  

" h er eti cs, " i n cl u di n g U nit ari a ns,  als o  
f o u n d t h e ms el v es u n d er  t hr e at

of  t h e Bi bl e.  8  1/ 2 x 1 1  f or m at, t a p e- b o u n d, 1 7 4  p a g es,  c o pi o us f o ot n ot es a n d

F or  m or e  t h a n a  t h o us a n d y e ars,  e vil 

m e n  i n t h e Tri nit ari a n  m ai nstr e a m  
us e d  t his e vil  l a w t o j ustif y t h e m ur d er  
of  " h er eti cs. " B ot h  Ari a nis m  a n d  U ni-  

t ari a nis m w er e  eff e cti v el y  s u p pr ess e d.

It is d o u btf ul w h et h er  U nit ari a n  
t e a c hi n g w as  e v er  q u e n c h e d  t ot all y, f or 
t h e tr u e li g ht is n e v er  o v er c o m e  b y  
d ar k n ess (J o h n 1: 5) D ar k n ess  is c er 
t ai nl y t h e pr o p er  bi bli c al  l a b el f or t h e 
m ur d er o us  h atr e d  i n w hi c h  t h e m aj or 
it y s o u g ht t o d estr o y  all  o p p ositi o n  ( 1 
J o h n 2: 8- 1 1;  3: 1 3),  t hi n ki n g t h at t h e y 
di d  G o d  s er vi c e (J o h n 1 6: 2)!  ( T w e nti * 
et h- c e nt ur y  " c ull b ust ers ”  b e w ar e!)

H o w e v er  U nit ari a nis m  d o es n ot  
s urf a c e a g ai n  t o a n y  m aj or  d e gr e e,  i n 
t h e visi bl e  hist or y  of  t h e c h ur c h,  u ntil  
t h e 1 6t h  c e nt ur y.  T his  is p er h a ps  u n d er-  
st a n d a bl e. I n t h e f a c e of  p ot e nti al  
m art yr d o m,  m ost  U nit ari a n  b eli e v ers  

w o ul d  h a v e  k e pt  a f airl y l o w pr ofil e!  
P ossi bl y  als o, t h e r el ati v el y f e w w h o  
mi g ht  h a v e  e xist e d  w er e  l ost si g ht  of  i n 
t h e br o a d er  g e n er al  p ers e c uti o ns  b y t h e 
m ai nstr e a m  c h ur c h  a g ai nst  ot h er  " h er e-  
li es.” It w as  t h e c ust o m t o b u m  t h e 
writi n gs  of  " h er eti cs ”  a n d  t o er as e  t h eii 
m e m or y  fr o m t h e r e c or d, as f er as  
p ossi bl e.  W h at e v er  t h e f a cts, t his writ er  
d o es  n ot  h a v e  a c c ess  t o e n o u g h  of  t h e 
hist or y t o d o m or e  t h a n s p e c ul at e  

( p er h a ps a  littl e wis hf ull y,)  a b o ut  t his 

p eri o d. =
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c o u ns eli n g  o n  c a m p us,  h el pi n g  p e o pl e  
d e al  wit h  iss u es. M y

w e  
o ur  

pr o mis e  of  t h e Bi bl e.  It h as

B y  Mi c h el e  

Mill ar d

It m a y  als o  
s o v er ei g n. W e

i n h a bit a nts ar e  as  
(Is a. 4 0: 2 2).  N o

sis st e als o ur  
u p o n  it a n d  it l o o ms l ar g er. B ef or e  l o n g 
it d w arfs  G o d  Hi ms elf  a n d  w e  f e el as  if 
w e  li v e i n a  u ni v ers e  g o n e  m a d,  s pi n ni n g 
o ut  of  c o ntr ol.

B ut  G o d  is f ait hf ul, e v e n  w h e n  
ar e n't ( 2 Ti m.  2: 1 3).  H e  c alls t o 
mi n d  s o m e 
b e e n  f a mili ar t o us.  It is a  tr ut h, f or g ot
t e n i n t h e mi dst  of  tr o u bl e.

W e  r e c all t h at G o d  is i n c h ar g e  of  
t his u ni v ers e,  a n d  t h at " n ot hi n g  will  b e  
i m p ossi bl e wit h  G o d "  ( L u k e 1: 3 7).  W e  
m a y  e v e n  c hi d e  o urs el v es  t h at w e  f or g ot 
s u c h a  t hi n g. O ur  F at h er  p art e d  t h e s e a 
f or t h e Isr a elit es, s e nt  fir e fr o m h e a v e n  
at  Elij a h's  pr a y er,  str u c k d o w n  t h e h ost  
of  S e n n a c h eri b  a n d  r ais e d J es us C hrist  
fr o m t h e d e a d.  A n d  w e  fr et o v er  tri vi a.

o c c ur  t o us  t h at G o d  is 
s e e G o d  e nt hr o n e d i n 

t h e h e a v e ns  ( Ps al m 9 3: 1),  t h o u g h H e

n e w  t as k, tr ai ni n g 
st u d e nts  t o h el p  ot h er  st u d e nts,  is pr o a c 
ti v e a n d i n v ol v es gr o u ps, m ar k eti n g,  
p u bli c  r el ati o ns a n d  a d mi nistr ati o n. 1  
h a v e  als o  m o v e d  fr o m p art  ti m e t o f ull 
ti m e. T his  is a  l ot of  "s hifti n g g e ars. "

I a m  n ot  al o n e.  A  t h o us a n d fr es h m e n 
ar e  o n  c a m p us i n a n e w  e n vir o n m e nt.  
F all  its elf s h o ws c h a n g e  wit h  t ur ni n g 
l e a v es a n d s h ort e ni n g d a ys. W e  all  
c h a n g e  —  t h at m a y  b e  o n e  of  t h e f e w

h as  b e e n  sil e nt  f or a  1  it d e w hil e.  T h e  e art h's  
gr ass h o p p ers  b ef or e  Hi m  
o n e  c a n h ol d  b a c k  His  

h a n d  a n d pr e v e nt  Hi m  fr o m h el pi n g  us  
( D a n. 4: 3 5). T h e  sit u ati o n is p erf e ctl y  
u n d er  His  c o ntr ol. H e  w or ks  all t hi n gs 
t o g et h er f or g o o d  t o t h os e of  us  w h o  l o v e 
Hi m  ( R o m. 8: 2 8).

M a y b e  w e  d w ell  f or
wit h o ut  a  s e ns e of  His  pr es e n c e  i n o ur  li v es. 
O ur  pr a y ers  b e c o m e  stilt e d, o ur  c o m mit *  
m e nt  t o t h e g os p el,  l a c kl ust er. J es us, s al v a * 
ti o n, t h e et er n al  F at h er,  t h e p o w er  of  G o d,  
all a p p e ar  t h e or eti c al.

a g ai n,  t h e pr o mis es  of  G o d  
a m  wit h  y o u,  d o  n ot  b e

l oss of  fr e e d o m a n d  sl e e p; a  n e w  
m e a ns  t h e l oss of  f a mili ar pl a c es  a n d

c o nsist e nt  el e m e nts  of  lif e.
W h y  c a n

O ut  of  n o- w h er c  
c o m es t h e s u d d e n 
r e ali z ati o n t h at 
G o d *s  pr o mis es  ar e  
tr ust w ort h y, a n d  w e  
ar e  c o mf ort e d  a g ai n.  
Ifs as  if w c  h a d  f or * 

B y  St e v e  J o n es g ott e n  t h at G o d  is 
f ait hf ul. A  p ett y  cri *  

c o mf ort. W e  m e dit at e

T his  c a n  o nl y  h a p p e n  as  w e  st u d y, as  
w e  c all t o mi n d  t h e pr o mis e of  o ur  
c o v e n a nt- k e e pi n g  G o d.  O urs  s h o ul d b e  
t h e attit u d e  of  t h e Ps al mist:  U I tr e as ur e 
y o ur  w or d  i n m y  h e art  s o t h at I m a y  n ot  
si n a g ai nst  y o u ” ( Ps al m 1 1 9: 1 1).  *

ot h ers  w h o  n e e d  str u ct ur e  a n d  r o uti n e.
P ositi v e  as p e cts t o c h a n g e i n cl u d e 

n e w  c h all e n g es, n e w  o p p ort u niti es  f or 
gr o wt h  a n d  l e ar ni n g, a n d  a  f ertil e gr o u n d 
f or d e v el o pi n g  f ait h. C hristi a ns  h a v e  a  
s u p er n at ur al r es o ur c e f or d e ali n g  wit h  
c h a n g es i n lif e —  t h e O n e  w h o  n e v er  
c h a n g es.  F ait h  pr o vi d es  st a bilit y w h e n  

_ s e e m c h a oti c. It k e e ps  us  t u n e d 
i nt o o urs el v es,  u n d erst a n di n g  t h at w e  
m a y  n e e d t o t a k e c ar e of  o urs el v es  
s pirit u all y, p h ysi c all y  a n d e m oti o n all y  
i n or d er  t o m a k e  tr a nsiti o ns. F ait h  gi v es  
us  G o d's  p ers p e cti v e  o n  lif e —  c h a n g es  
t h at s e e m m o n u m e nt al  t o us m a y  b e  
tri vi al i n t h e et er n al p ers p e cti v e.  F ait h  
gi v es  us  c o ur a g e t o f a c e t h e u n k n o w n,  
a n d  li v e wit h  t h e dis c o mf ort  of  l etti n g g o  
of  t h e f a mili ar. W e  ar e  r e mi n d e d of  j es us 
C hrist,  t h e s a m e y est er d a y,  t o d a y a n d  
f or e v er. *

s e v er al r e as o ns f or t h at: 
m or e

c o m e  n at ur all y.

C h a n g e  is i n m y  
t h o u g hts. T h e  offi c e  
wi n d o w  I l o o k 
t hr o u g h h as  c h a n g 
e d. T his  s u m m er, I 
tr a nsiti o n e d fr o m 
o n e  j o b t o a n ot h er,  
a n d fr o m o n e  p er *  
s p e cti v e t o a n ot h er.  
I pr e vi o usl y w as

d e pt hs  of  t h e s e a ” ( Mi c a h 7: 1 9).
S o m eti m es  w e  f all. W e  m a k e  a  m ess  

of  t hi n gs. W e  w o n d er  h o w  G o d  c a n  e v er  
bl ess  us  a g ai n.  A  littl e of  t his is a p pr o pri *  
at e.  W e  s h o ul d f e el mis er a bl e  aft er  w e  
si n,  as  D a vi d,  P et er,  a n d  ot h ers  h a v e.  B ut  
b ef or e  w e  l a ps e i nt o e x c essi v e s orr o w, 
h e a v e n  s e n ds a m ess a g e  of  gr a c e  a n d  
m er c y:  " B ut y o u ar e a G o d  r e a d y t o 
f or gi v e, gr a ci o us  a n d m er cif ul,  sl o w t o 
a n g er  a n d  a b o u n di n g  i n st e a df ast l o v e”  
( N e h. 9: 1 7).  “ If w e  c o nf ess  o ur  si ns, h e  
w h o  is f ait hf ul a n d  j ust will  f or gi v e us  o ur  
si ns  a n d  cl e a ns e  us  fr o m all  u nri g ht e o us-  
n ess ” ( 1 J o h n 1: 9).

I b eli e v e  w e  c o ul d  gr e atl y  a c c el er at e  
t h e e n c o ur a g e m e nt  pr o c ess  b y  st u d yi n g 
a n d m e dit ati n g  u p o n S cri pt ur e.  T h e  
m or e  w e  m e dit at e  o n  s u c h t hi n gs, t h e 
m or e  li k el y w e  ar e  t o r e m e m b er t h e m at  
a n o p p ort u n e  ti m e. J es us d ef e at e d  t h e 
d e vil  i n t h e wil d er n ess  wit h  t h e S cri p 
t ur e — H e  k n e w  His  Bi bl e.  If w e  w a nt  t o 
e m er g e v 记 t ori o us w e  m ust  li v e, m o v e  
a n d  h a v e  o ur  b ei n g  i n G o d *s  pr o mis es.

as  w e  st u d y, 
c all t o mi n d  t h e pr o mis e of

c h a n g e b e diffi c ult ? B ot h  
p ositi v e  a n d  n e g ati v e  c h a n g es  cr e at e  str ess. 
I s e e
1. E v e n  p ositi v e  c h a n g e  is

n e w  r o uti n e d o es  n ot
2.  C h a n g es  cr e at e l oss es. A  b a b y's  birt h  

m e a ns 
j o b 
p e o pl e.

4.  M a n y  ar e as  of  lif e 
t a ki n g e v e n  _

5.  S o m e  p e o pl e

T h e n,  o n c e  
c o m e t o mi n d.  "I a m  wit h  y o u,  
afr ai d,  f or I a m  y o ur  G o d;  I will  str e n gt h e n 
y o u,  I will  h el p  y o u,  I will  u p h ol d  y o u ”  (Is a. 
4 1: 1 0).  “ I will  n e v er  l e a v e y o u  or  f ors a k e 
y o u ” ( H e b. 1 3: 5).

O n  a n ot h er  o c c asi o n,  t e m pt ati o n t hr e at * 
e ns  t o s w all o w us  u p.  T h e  l ust of  t h e e y es,  
t h e l ust of  t h e fl es h a n d  t h e pri d e  of  lif e 
s u d d e nl y b e c o m e m or e  i nt er esti n g t h a n 
virt u e.

T h e n  G o d  s e n ds S cri pt ur e  i nt o o ur  
t h o u g hts a n d  w e  ar e  e n c o ur a g e d  —  e n c o ur 
a g e d  e n o u g h  t o k e e p  fi g hti n g. " F or  si n will  
h a v e  n o  d o mi ni o n  o v er  y o u,  si n c e y o u  ar e  
n ot  u n d er  l a w b ut  u n d er  gr a c e ” ( R o m.

o ur  si ns i nt o t h e

3. C h a n g e  r e q uir es dis c o mf ort.  Willi a m  
Bri d g es,  i n Tr a nsiti o n  —  M a ki n g  S e ns e  of  
Lif e's  C h a n g es t gi v es  t h e a n al o g y of  a  
tr a p e z e artist.  H e  r el e as es o n e  b ar,  a n d  
u ntil  h e  gr a bs  a n ot h er  h e  is i n tr a nsiti o n. 
Y o u  l et g o  of  t h e f a mili ar, g o  t hr o u g h 
i ns e c urit y, a n d t h e n gr a b s o m et hi n g  
t h at h el ps  y o u  f e el s e c ur e a g ai n.

c a n  c h a n g e  at  o n c e,  
gr e at er  e n er g y  f or r es p o ns e.

_ _ ar e m or e  a d a pt a bl e, a n d  
h a n dl e c h a n g es m or e  s m o ot hl y t h a n
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B y  J a ni c e  H art

di d n't  t a k e

I h a d  t o l et ot h ers
m a d e

a p pr o a c hi n g. T h e

t o Y o u.  I l o v e

W H A T  H A S  H A P P E N E D  T O  O U R  Y O U N G  A D U L T S ?

t o e m *

i n cl u di n g S at ur d a ys  a n d  S u n d a ys.  Pl us  h e
R e c e ntl y  I h a v e  h a d  a  n u m b er  of  j o b h a d  w or k e d  s e v er al " 2 4 h o ur  s hifts. " ( N ot
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R e c e ntl y,  I w as  v er y  ill wit h  t h e fl u. 
It all  b e g a n  e arl y  o n  a  M o n d a y  m or ni n g.

o ur  y o u n g  
c a n  w e  I

a ns w er

B y  D o n  
N u n e m a k er

if t h e y ar e  w or ki n g  t h os e l o n g a n dI t ur n e d t h e m d o w n, d u e 
o n e

m a d e  of  t h e m t h at I 
f o u n d i n M ars h all  
C o u nt y,  I n di a n a. 
S cri pt ur e  s a ys "t h e  
l o v e of  m o n e y  is t h e 
r o ot of  all e vil” (I 
Ti m.  6: 1 0).  H a v e  e m 
pl o y ers  o pt e d  t o w or k  
p e o pl e  f or s u c h l o n g 
h o urs b e c a us e of

gr e at  s e cr et ar y. S h e  t al k e d t o 
o v er  t h e 

p h o n e  a n d  a ns w er e d  p h o n e  c alls  all  d a y.  
P o or  Ji m is n ot  us e d  t o c o mi n g h o m e

g et h er,  ti m e f or 
n ot es.
' I still s a y if H e  h a d  gi v e n m e  ti c k ets 
t o H a w aii  I w o ul d  h a v e  list e n e d! T h a n k  
y o u  L or d  f or t h e ti m e t o r est a n d  list e n 

y o u  L or d.  *p e o pl e. I gr a d u at e d  t o s oli d f o o d 
w as  v er y  w e a k,  I

c ar e of  its elf. S o  I b e g a n  t o 
p ost p o n e  e v er yt hi n g. E v e n  if I

pr e a c h e d at a  
r a n gi n g fr o m M et h o dist

a n d  d oi n g  m y  w or k  t o o, b ut  h e  pit c h e d  i n 
as  w ell.

L at e  T u es d a y  e v e ni n g  I g ot  m u c h  w ors e,  
a n d  Ji m t al k e d m e  i nt o g oi n g  t o t h e e m er 
g e n c y  r o o m. T h e  d o ct or  c o nfir m e d  it w as  a  
vir al  i nf e cti o n I w o ul d  j ust h a v e  t o ri d e o ut.  
I w as  s e nt  h o m e  wit h  t h e c o mf orti n g  t h o u g ht 
t h at it c o ul d  t a k e a n ot h er  c o u pl e  of  d a ys  f or 
m e  t o f e el s o m e r eli ef.

I a m  n ot  a  q uitt er  b ut  I h a d  t o gi v e  i n t o 
t his b u g  a n d  l et ot h er  p e o pl e  h a n dl e  m y  lif e 
f or m e.  I h a d  t o l et ot h ers  c ar e f or m e.  
W h e n  y o u  ar e a c ar e- gi v er it is h ar d  t o 
a c c e pt c ar e fr o m ot h ers. B ut  I h a d hit  
b ott o m  a n d  r e all y di d n't  c ar e  a b o ut  all  t h e 
ot h er  "t hi n gs " i n m y  lif e. I h a d  t o t hi n k 
a b o ut g etti n g  b ett er  a n d e v er yt hi n g els e  
w o ul d  t a k e 
c a n c el or  
t h o u g ht I mi g ht  f e el b ett er  i n t w o or  t hr e e 
d a ys  I still r e arr a n g e d. T his  b u g  h a d  fi n all y 
g ott e n  m y  att e nti o n  —  or  w as  it t h e L or d ?  
Di d  H e  w a nt  m y  att e nti o n ?  H e  c o ul d  h a v e  
s e nt m e  t o H a w aii  f or a  w e e k  —  I w o ul d  
h a v e  list e n e d! Or  w o ul d  I ?

T h e  w e e k e n d  w as  
f o ur of  us  h a d  pl a n n e d  t o g o  t o m y  i n-l a ws 
i n P e n ns yl v a ni a  f or t h e a n n u al  f a mil y p k >  
ni c.  I w as  i n n o  c o n diti o n  f or tr a v el, f o o d 
or  p e o pl e. I gr a d u at e d  t o s oli d f o o d o n  
Fri d a y  a n d alt h o u g h I

ti m e p a y,  b ut  littl e ti m e f or a  f a mil y lif e, a n d  
w ors hi p  of  G o d  o n  a  S u n d a y  w o ul d  b e  r ar e.

* w er e  t h e
wit h  S at ur d a y  w or k  n e arl y  al w a ys

o nl y  f or o v er 

I n t h e p ast  s e v er al m o nt hs  I h a v e  ar e  c o m p elli n g  t h e w or k ers  t o p ut  i n si g nifi *
n u m b er of  c h ur c h es, c a nt  o v erti m e.  M a n y  of  o ur  y o u n g  a d ults  d o  

U nit e d  n ot  h a v e  t h e o pti o n  t o d e cli n e  s u c h 
C h ur c h  of  C hrist.  T h e  s a m e u ns ettli n g pl o y m e nt.  
p h e n o m e n o n  e xists  i n t h es e c h ur c h es  as

M ost  li k el y m a n y  e m pl o y e es,  t hr o u g h- 
f a ct or. M a n y  i n d ustri es o ut  t h e c o u ntr y, ar e h a v n g  t h e d e m a n ds

It w as  a d a y  f ull of  a p p oi nt m e nts a n d  
c o m mit m e nts,  n ot hi n g  u n us u al  f or m e.  
I h a d  d e ci d e d  t o m a k e  c hili i n t h e 
cr o c k p ot f or t h e f a mil y di n n er. B ut  
b ef or e I c o ul d fi nis h t h e t as k, I w as  
r u n ni n g t o t h e b at hr o o m.  I h a d  all t h e 
t y pi c al s y m pt o ms of  t h e cl assi c fl u. It 

m e  l o n g t o r e ali z e I w o ul d 
h a v e t o r e arr a n g e m y  d a y! M y  t w o 
d a u g ht ers  b e c a m e  m y  n urs es.  Alis a  ( 1 0) 

m e  t e a a n d  dr y  t o ast a n d  t o o k m y  
t e m p er at ur e fr e q u e ntl y. I d o z e d  i n a n d  
o ut  m ost  of  t h e d a y, w h e n  I w as n't  
r u n ni n g b a c k  a n d  f ort h!

T u es d a y  m or ni n g  I w as  w ors e.  Alis a  
w as  r e all y w orri e d.  S h e  s at n e xt  t o m e  
o n  t h e b e d  a n d  as k e d, u H o w  l o n g ar e  
y o u  g oi n g  t o b e  si c k ? ” I t ol d h er  I h a d  
h o p e d  t o b e  b ett er  t o d a y. T e ars  s w ell e d 
i n h er  e y es  as  s h e  a p pr o a c h e d  h er  s e c o n d  
q u esti o n.  " Ar e  y o u  g oi n g  t o... will  y o u.  
・. “ Di e ? ”  I as k e d  h er.  Alis a  f ell a p art  
at  t his p oi nt  a n d  s h e  di d n't  m a k e  m e  f e el 
a n y  b ett er!  I r e ass ur e d h er  t h at wit h  h er  
e x c ell e nt  n ursi n g  s kills  T d  b e  fi n e. S ar a h  
( 1 3) w as  a  
m y  b oss  f or m e,  t o o k n ot es

pr ofit ?  T h e  o b vi o us  a ns w er  is " y es. "
W h e n  w or ki n g  s u c h  l o n g h o urs  t h er e 

is littl e ti m e f or e xtr as. O n e  of  t h e 
" e xtr as "  is t h e w ors hi p  of  G o d.  T h at  m a y  
n ot  s e e m l o gi c al t o y o u,  b ut  I c a n  o nl y  
r e c o m m e n d t o t h e c h ur c h  l e a d ers hi p t o 
l o o k ar o u n d.  If n ot  m a n y  y o u n g  a d ults  
ar e i n v ol v e d i n t h e c h ur c h, fi n d o ut  
w h er e  t h e y ar e.  O n c e  y o u  d o  y o u  c a n  tr y 
t o bri n g  t h e m b a c k i nt o t h e c h ur c h,  
e v e n  i , 
tiri n g h o urs.

a d ults ?  W h er e
bri n g  t h e m b a c k ? m a n d at or y.  Sl e e p  i n aft er  w or ki n g  si x d a ys

'j o n e  f a ct or y I s a w a  y o u n g  c h ur c h  m e m b er  
a g gr essi v e w h o m  I h a d  n ot  s e e n f or q uit e  a  w hil e.  H e

,, , t h e first t w o i n a r o w, or  g o  t o c h ur c h  —  it s h o ul d b e
q u esti o ns.  B ut  t h e t hir d will  n e e d  t o b e o b vi o us  w hi c h  o pti o n  is b ei n g  s el e ct e d. At  
a ns w er e d  b y  e a c h  c h ur c h.  W h e n  t h e y 
a ns w er t h at q u esti o n a n : 一  
c a m p ai g n  t o r etri e v e t h os e y o u n g  p e o pl e  t ol d m e  his  a v er a g e  w or k  d a y  w as  1 5  h o urs,
c a n  b e gi n.  i „ ~  .

O n e  c o m p a n y w or ks  1 2 h o ur  s hifts, 
i n m a n y  of  o ur  c h ur c h es. H ar dl y  a n y t hr e e d a ys  o n  a n d t w o d a ys  off,  t h e n t h e 
y o u n g  a d ults  ( a g es 1 8- 3 5)  w er e  pr es e nt c y cl e  r e p e ats. T h er e  w o ul d  b e  l ots of  o v er-  
at  t h e s er vi c es.

T h e  p ast ors  s ai d t h at t his w as  n or-  .
m al,  w hi c h  r ais es q u esti o ns.  W h at  h as At  a n ot h er  pl a nt  1 0  h o ur  s hifts 
h a p p e n e d  t o o ur  y o u n g  a d ults ?  W h er e  n or m,  
ar e  t h e y ? H o w  
I m a y  p ossi bl y

off ers  i n m a n a g e m e nt  wit h  i n d ustri es i n l o n g aft er w ar d  h e  c h a n g e d  j o bs.) 
m y  ar e a.
m ostl y  t o

c o ul d g et ar o u n d  
sl o wl y a n d  d o  si m pl e 
t hi n gs f or m ys elf.  I 
h a d  n ot  h a d  a  f e v er 
f or 2 4  h o urs  a n d  I f elt 
t h at fi n all y t his b u g  
w as  gi vi n g u p. I 
t h o u g ht Ji m a n d  t h e 
girls  s h o ul d g o  o n  u p  
t o P e n ns yl v a ni a.  It w as  
ni g ht  a n d  I c o ul d  c all  fri e n ds if I n e e d e d  
h el p.

T h e  w e e k e n d  al o n e  g a v e  m e  ti m e t o 
t hi n k a b o ut  a l ot of  t hi n gs. First,  h o w  
bl ess e d  I a m i n m y  f a mil y. It r e all y w as  
h ar d  o n  t h e m t o h a v e  m e  d o w n  a n d  o ut  
f or s o  l o n g. B ut  it g a v e  t h e t hr e e of  t h e m 
a  c h a n c e  t o mi nist er  t o m e.  I h a d  n e v er  
t h o u g ht of  t h e fl u as  a n  o p p ort u nit y  f or 
mi nistr y,  b ut  str a n g er t hi n gs h a v e  h a p 
p e n e d  I s u p p os e! I h a d  m a n y  ni c e  p h o n e  
c alls  fr o m fri e n ds c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  m e.  
B ut  m ost  i m p ort a nt, it g a v e  ti m e f or m y  
L or d  a n d I t o s p e n d q u alit y  ti m e t o

m e  t o list e n a n d t a k es
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B y  St e v e  J o n es,  

J o n es b or o,  Q A

m e  

list e n e d

T h e  Tri nit y
D o ctri n e  a n d

us

s u c h t a cti cs t o

it y is b uilt  o n  fli ms y bi bli c al  e vi d e n c e  
— a  str a y  pr o of-t e xt  h er e  a n d  t h er e. T o  

e x a mi n e  t h e d o ctri n e  criti c all y  is t o kill  
i L Ort h o d o x y  a p p ar e ntl y k n o ws t his 
a n d  r es orts t o t e nif yi n g t hr e ats t o pr e 

v e nt  a n y  r e al s cr uti n y.

It is m y  c o nt e nti o n, h o w e v er,  t h at 
t h e ort h o d o x  cl ai m  is n ot  o nl y  m a ni p u 
l ati v e, b ut  f als e. E v e n  if t h e Tri nit y  
d o g m a  w er e  tr u e, a b eli ef  i n it c o ul d  
n e v er  b e  a r e q uir e m e nt f or s al v ati o n.  
T his  is t h e c as e  f or s e v er al  r e as o ns. T h e  
first is t h at t h e d o ctri n e  is n ot  pl ai nl y  
r e v e al e d i n S cri pt ur e. D o es  G o d  bi n d  

r e d e m pti o n t o a t e a c hi n g t h at is n ot  
s p ell e d  o ut  f or us  u n mist a k a bl y ?  W o ul d  
H e  pl a c e  o ur  s al v ati o n i n s u c h a pr e-  
c ari o us  p ositi o n ?  W e  d e n y  t h at t his is 
c o nsist e nt  wit h  t h e o n e  w h os e  "st at ut es  
ar e  tr ust w ort h y, m a ki n g  wis e  t h e si m pl e ”  
( Ps al m 1 9: 7).

O U  C A N  B E  wr o n g  
a b o ut  a l ot of  t hi n gs, 
b ut  if y o u  ar e wr o n g  
a b o ut  w h o  G o d  is, y o u  
ar e wr o n g  e n o u g h t o 

l os e y o ur  s o ul f or all  et er nit y. 0

T h os e  w er e  t h e w or ds  of  a w ell *  
k n o w  c ult  h u nt er  w h o  w as  c o nsi g ni n g  

t o et er n al  p u nis h m e nt  all w h o  dis b e-  
li e v e t h e Tri nit y  d o g m a.  I n o n e  utt er 

a n c e, h e  h a d  s e v er e d all U nit ari a ns  
fr o m t h e b o d y  of  C hris L  T h e  w or ds  hit  

wit h  a d u e s e ns e of  al ar m as I 
o n  m y  c ass ett e  pl a y er  t o his  

t a p es o n  "t h e  c ults. ”  Aft er  all, I di d n't  
w a nt  t o l os e m y  s o ul. I w a nt e d  t o b e  

ort h o d o x,  n ot  c ulti c.

F or  y e ars,  I h a d  t his s e nti m e nt  b ur n e d  
i nt o m y  c o ns ci e n c e.  A n y o n e  w h o  d ar e d  

q u esti o n  t h e G o d h e a d  of  C hrist  w as  
l ost, d a m n e d,  d e c ei v e d  a n d  n ot  t o b e  
list e n e d t o. T h e  ps y c h ol o gi c al  b arri er  
b et w e e n  m e  a n d  t h e tr ut h of  S cri pt ur e  
w as  n e arl y  i m p e n etr a bl e. N o  w o n d er.  It 
w as  a  b arri er  of  f e ar a n d  i nti mi d a ci o n. 
S u c h  w alls  f all h ar d.

k  s h o ul d c o m e  as  n o  s ur pris e t o 
t h at ort h o d o x y  us es
k e e p  its f ol d h e d g e d  i n- T h e  Pr ot est a nt  
d e n o mi n ati o ns  c a n
c h ur c h  m e m b ers  tr ul y pr a cti c e  t h e s ol a 
S cri pt ur a  of  t h e R ef or m ati o n.  T h e  Tri n *

E v e n  t h e m ost  ar d e nt  d ef e n d ers  
t h e Tri nit y  will  a d mit  t h at t h e d o ctri n e  

is n ot  t a u g ht e x pli citl y a n y w h er e i n 
S cri pt ur e.  T h e y  c o nf ess  t o us  t h at t his 
cr u ci al  t e n et, n e c ess ar y  f or et er n al  lif e, 

is "i nf er e nti al. " It m ust  b e  d u g  o ut  a n d  

pi e c e d  t o g et h er b y  t h e ol o gi a ns. Aft er  

m u c h  cr oss-r ef er e n ci n g, hi g hl y  s el e c * 
ti v e pr o of-t e xti n g  a n d p hil os o p hi c al  
e x pl a n ati o n,  t his d o ctri n e  s o n e c ess ar y  
f or o ur  s al v ati o n sl o wl y e m er g es.  T h e  
q u esti o n  h er e  is al m ost  t o o o b vi o us  t o 
as k ： W h y  di d n't  J es us or  t h e writ ers  of  
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  j ust c o m e  o ut  a n d  
st at e it pl ai nl y ?  W e  w o ul d  e x p e ct  t his 
of  a d o ctri n e  s o i n dis p e ns a bl e f or o ur  
et er n al  w ell- b ei n g.  T o  o bs c ur e  it w o ul d  
b e  t o i m p eril us  all, es p e ci all y t h os e 
w h os e  i nt ell e cts c a n n ot  r e a dil y e xtr a ct  
t his "i nf err e d ”  t e a c hi n g fr o m t h e p a g es  

of  S cri pt ur e.
S o m e  m a y  o bj e ct  t h at t h e c oll e cti v e  

mi n ds  of  t h e C h ur c h  s ettl e d  t h e m att er  
l o n g a g o  a n d  it r e m ai ns f or us  t o 
r e c ei v e i L B ut  t h e c orr u pt m e di e v ^ ^  

c h ur c h m a d e  t his s a m e cl ai m a b o ut  
tr a ns u bst a nti ati o n, t h e a d or ati o n of  
M ar y  a n d i n d ul g e n c es. T h e  B er e a n  
s pirit will  n ot  t ol er at e t h e i d e a: " b e ，  

li e v e it b e c a us e  t h e C h ur c h  i n g e n er al  
d o es. ” T h o u g htf ul  C hristi a ns  r es p o n d 
t o bi bli c al  pr o of,  n ot  a p p e als  t o tr a di * 

li o n a n d  f alli bl e c h ur c h  c o u n cils.  Pr ot *  
est a nts,  es p e ci all y  t h os e e n a m or e d  wit h  
L ut h er's  h er oi c st a n d, s h o ul d b e  
as h a m e d  t o e m pl o y  s u c h a n  ar g u m e nt.

A  s e c o n d r e as o n t h at t h e Tri nit y,  
e v e n  if tr u e, c o ul d  n ot  b e  n e c ess ar y  f or 

s al v ati o n is t h at it gi v es  t h e p hil os o p h er  
a n d  s c h ol ar a n  a d v a nt a g e  o v er  t h e c o m 
m o n  f ol k. As  st at e d e arli er,  t h e Tri nit y  

is a  d o ctri n e  t h at m ust  b e  c o nstr u ct e d  
c ar ef ull y  i n t h e s c h ol ar's  st u d y. It is n ot  
r e a dil y dis c o v er e d  b y  t h e u ni nt elli g e n c  
B ut  t his w o ul d  h o p el essl y  c o ntr a di ct  
P a ul's  t e a c hi n g： " W h er e is t h e wis e  
m a n ?  W h er e  is t h e s c h ol ar ? W h er e  is 
t h e p hil os o p h er  of  t his a g e ? H as  n ot  
G o d  m a d e  f o olis h t h e wis d o m  of  
w orl d ? *  ( 1 C or.  2: 2 0).  I n n at e wis d o ^ ^
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H O L Y  

S PI RI T

c a m e  
disti n cti o n  fr o m t h e

U nit ari a n  C hristi a n  b e  i n *

i n all t h e 
b o o k  of  A cts.

Fi n all y,  t h e Tri nit y  d o ctri n e  c a n n ot  

b e  r e q uir e d f or s al v ati o n  b e c a us e  it is n ot  
a m o n g  t h os e t hi n gs t h at ar e cl e arl y  st at e d  as  

n o n- n e g oti a bl e , s a vi n g tr ut hs. J o h n s a ys 

t h at w e  m ust  b eli e v e  t h at J es us is t h e 
C hrist  ( 1 J o h n 5: 1),  c o m e i n t h e fl es h 
(i. e., h u m a n  —  1 J o h n  4 ： 2),  t h e s o n of  
G o d  ( 4: 1 5). k  is si g nifi c a nt  t h at h e  s a ys 
n ot hi n g of  a r e q uir e d b eli ef i n his  
G o d h e a d.  W h y  w o ul d  h e  o mit  s u c h a  

tr ut h, if it is a  tr ut h ?
M ost  bi bli c al  e x a m pl es  of  C hristi a ns  

s hi p wr e c ki n g t h eir f ait h i n v ol v e i m- 
t h e f ail ur e t o r e c ei v e

ci v  i o us *
B ut

n o w h er e  d o  w e  r e a d t h at s o m e o n e  w as  

l ost b e c a us e  h e  di d  n ot  b eli e v e  i n t h e 
Tri- u nit y  of  G o d.  N e v er.

S o m e  Tri nit ari a ns  tr y t o b uil d  a  c as e 
fr o m J o h n 8: 2 4 ： "I t ol d y o u  t h at y o u  
w o ul d  di e  i n y o ur  si ns; if y o u  d o  n ot  
b eli e v e  t h at I a m  [t h e o n e  I cl ai m  t o b e],  
y o u  will  i n d e e d di e  i n y o ur  si ns ”  (J o h n 

8: 2 4  NI V).  T h e y  will  p oi nt  o ut  t h at t h e 
ori gi n al  r e a ds o nl y  "I a m, ” a d esi g n a 
ti o n G o d  gi v es  Hi ms elf  i n E x o d us  3: 1 4.  
B ut  t h e tr a nsl at ors, t h e ms el v es Tri ni 
t ari a ns, a d mit  t h at "I  a m "  i m pli es "I  a m  

h e, ”  or  "I a m  t h e o n e  I cl ai m  t o b e. ”  T o  
ass ert  t h at J es us h er e  is cl ai mi n g  t o b e  
t h e v er y  G o d  of  A br a h a m,  Is a a c a n d  
J a c o b d o es  n ot  fit His  d e cl ar ati o ns  i n 
t his v er y  c h a pt er.  F or  e x a m pl e,  H e  s a ys 
t h at t h e F at h er  s e nt  Hi m  ( v. 1 6),  i m pl y * 
i n g s u b or di n ati o n. H e  s a ys t h at H e  

fr o m G o d ” ( v. 4 2),  i m pl yi n g a  
o n e  G o d.  J es us 

als o s a ys, “ If I gl or y  m ys elf,  m y  gl or y  
m e a ns  n ot hi n g ”  ( v. 5 4 a);  b ut  if H e w er e  

G o d,  His  gl or y  w o ul d  b e  p erf e ctl y  m e a n *  

i n gf ul.
I n t his c h a pt er  s u p p os e dl y t e a c hi n g 

His  u n d eri v e d  D eit y,  C hrist  s a ys t h at 
t h e F at h er —  n ot  Hi ms elf —  is t h e G o d  
t h e J e ws cl ai m  as t h eir G o d  ( v. 5 4 b).  

A m a zi n g  t h at t h e r e q uir e m e nt of  b e 
li e vi n g i n J es us as  G o d  is s urr o u n d e d  b y  
st at e m e nts m a ki n g  Hi m  a  s u b or di n at e 
m a n  disti n ct  fr o m t h e G o d  of  Isr a el!

Aft er  all  is s ai d, ort h o d o x y's  t hr e ats 
dis a p p e ar  li k e t h e m or ni n g  f o g. T h e y  

ar e b as e d  o n  n ot hi n g  b ut  p art y  s pirit  
a n d  l o v e of  d o mi ni o n.  T h e y  ar e  h oll o w,  
e m pt y,  u ns cri pt ur al  a n d  s h o ul d  fri g ht e n 
n o  o n e  w h o  l o v es t h e tr ut h.

L et  n o  
ti mi d at e d b y  s u c h r h et ori c.

m or alit y,  n ot  
c ert ai n m et a p h ysi c al  pr o p ositi o ns.  

D e m  as l o v e d t h e w orl d  a n d f ors o o k 
P a ul.  Ot h ers  d e ni e d t h e

L or d  a n d F A T H E R  t ur n e d gr a c e  
i nt o l as 
n  e  ss .

t h e es *  
a n n o u n c e

W h e n  S a ul  w as  c o n v ert e d o n  t h e 

D a m as c us  r o a d, t h er e w as  n ot  o n e  w or d  

m e nti o n e d  t o hi m  a b o ut J es us b ei n g  
t h e " G o d- m a n/' N ot  a s yll a bl e a b o ut  
“ O n e  G o d  i n T hr e e P ers o ns. ”  C ert ai nl y  
S a ul,  as  a  m o n ot h eisti c  P h aris e e,  w o ul d  
h a v e n e e d e d s u c h i nstr u cti o n. J es us 
g a v e  hi m  n o n e.  H o w  t h e n, c o ul d  s u c h  
a t e a c hi n g b e  n e c ess ar y  f or s al v ati o n ? 
P et er  pr e a c h e d  t h e g os p el  t o C or n eli us 1 
f a mil y a n d t h e y r e c ei v e d t h e S pirit.  
A g ai n,  t h e Tri nit y  d o ctri n e  is missi n g  
fr o m his  s er m o n. T h er e  is n ot hi n g  i n 

t h e e ntir e  a c c o u nt  a b o ut  J es us b ei n g  of  
u o n e  s u bst a n c e ” wit h  t h e F at h er.  D e *  
s pit e  t his, t h e f a mil y pr ais e d  G o d,  s p o k e 
mir a c ul o usl y  i n ot h er  l a n g u a g es a n d  
w as  b a pti z e d i nt o C hrist  T h e y  w er e  
s a v e d  wit h o ut  t h e Tri nit y  d o g m a.  T his  
is t h e c as e i n all t h e s er m o ns of  t h e

a n d g e ni us  ar e n ot  n e c ess ar y  t o dis *  
c o v er t h e s a vi n g tr ut h of  t h e g os p el.  
T h e  d ull est  i nt ell e ct as  w ell  as  t h e m ost  
a c ut e c a n  s a vi n gl y e m br a c e t h e m es *  
s a g e of  C hrist  T his  is p art  a n d  p ar c el  
of  t h e g os p efs  u ni v ers alit y.

T h e  Tri nit ari a n  cl ai m is a t a cit 
d e ni al of  t his w o n d erf ul  tr ut h. W e  

m ust  u n d erst a n d  t h e n oti o n  of  " h y p os-  
t asis”  a n d  t h e pl ur alit y  of  p ers o ns  i n t h e 
G o d h e a d,  t h e y s a y. W e  m ust  pl u m b  

t h e d e pt hs of  Ni c e n e  i n n o v ati o ns, 
c o nstr u ct e d al m ost w h oll y  fr o m p hi-  
l os o p h y, if w e  wis h  t o i n h erit lif e et er 
n al.  W e  m ust  b e ar  i n mi n d  t h at J es us 
s o m eti m es  s p e a ks  as  m a n ( 
G o d  —  e v e n

i n di c at es t his f or

s o m eti m es  as  
t h o u g h t h e S cri pt ur e  

n e v er  i n di c at es t his t or us.  A n d  h o w  
m a n y  c a n  c o m pr e h e n d  s u c h t hi n gs ? It 
is a  c o m pl ai nt  fr o m Tri nit ari a ns 1 o w n  
li ps t h at s o f e w ort h o d o x  C hristi a ns  

c a n  u n d erst a n d,  arti c ul at e  a n d  d ef e n d  

t h e Tri nit y  d o g m a.  T his  is s ur el y a n  

i n di ct m e nt a g ai nst  t h e i d e a t h at s u c h a  

d o ctri n e  c o ul d b e  n e c ess ar y  f or s al v a * 

li o n.

T hir dl y,  t h e Tri nit ari a n  cl ai m is 
f als e b e c a us e  it c o ntr a di cts  t h e si m pl e  c o n

v ersi o n  a c c o u nts  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  
N o w h er e  d o  w e  e v er  
a p ostl es  d e m a n di n g  b eli ef  i n t h e Tri n *  

i c y b ef or e  a  si n n er c a n  b e  s a v e d. J es us 
t ol d Z a c c h e us,  t h e w o m a n  at  t h e w ell,  
t h e w o m a n  w e e pi n g  at his  f e et a n d  
m a n y  ot h ers  t h at t h e y h a d  r e c ei v e d lif e 
et er n al. T h eir  f ait h h a d  s a v e d t h e m 
( L u k e 7: 5 0,  e. g.). W h at  w as  
s e n c e  of  t his f ait h ? Di d  J es us 
t o t h es e s a v e d  p e o pl e  t h at H e  w as  G o d  
t h e S o n,  S e c o n d  P ers o n  of  t h e Tri nit y ?  
Di d  H e  t ell t h e m t h at H e  w as  "f ull y  
m a n  a n d  f ull y G o d ” a n d  d e m a n d  t h at 
t h e y b eli e v e  it o n  p ai n  of  d a m n ati o n ?



U ns ur e 2 % 7 %

m e a ni n g.  W hi c h  of  t h es e b est

Fr o m  a  U. S.  N e ws  a n d W orl d  R e p ort  s ur v e y, cit e d  i n R eli gi o us
Br o a d c asti n g t J ul y- A u g ust 1 9 9 4.

O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 4T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 1 2

9 5 %
3 %

2 %
3 %

2 %
5 %

N eit h er  
U ns ur e

Ot h er  
U ns ur e

5 1 %
3 8 %

5 %

W hi c h  of  t h es e st at e m e nts 
f e eli n gs a b o ut  t h e Bi bl e ?

A)  T h e  Bi bl e  is t h e a ct u al  w or d  of  G o d  t o b e  t a k e n lit er all y, 
w or d  f or w or d.

B)  T h e  Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d w or d  of  G o d,  b ut  n ot  e v er yt hi n g  
i n it c a n  b e  t a k e n lit er all y.

c o m es  cl os est t o d es cri bi n g  y o ur

D o  y o u  t hi n k a  p ers o n  c a n  b e  a  g o o d  C hristi a n  or  J e w if h e  
or  s h e d o es  n ot  att e n d  c h ur c h  or  s y n a g o g u e ?

Y es  8 2 %  U ns ur e
N o  1 1 %

C)  T h e  Bi bl e  is a n  a n ci e nt  b o o k  of  l e g e n ds, hist or y,  a n d  m or al  
pr e c e pts,  r e c or d e d b y  m a n.

3 4 %A ct u al  w or d
I ns pir e d w or d  4 6 %
L e g e n ds  1 6 %

D o  y o u  b eli e v e  i n G o d ?
Y es
N o

S o m e  p e o pl e  d es cri b e  t h e ms el v es as  h a vi n g  tr a diti o n al m or al  
v al u es  a n d  as  a c c e pti n g  G o d's  a ut h orit y  as  r e c or d e d i n t h e Bi bl e.  
Ot h ers  d es cri b e  t h e ms el v es as  h a vi n g  m or al  v al u es  dr a w n  fr o m 
a  m or e  i n di vi d u alisti c s e ar c h f or 
d es cri b es  y o u ?

Tr a diti o n al
I n di vi d u alisti c
B ot h

Y e ar
w h ol e  isas a

W o ul d  y o u  s a y t h at y o u  h a v e  b e e n  b o m  a g ai n  or  h a v e  h a d

— S o ur c e:  Ni els e n  M e di a  R es e ar c h
1 3 %

_  a
b o m- a g ai n  e x p eri e n c e — t h at is, a  t ur ni n g p oi nt  i n y o urlif e  w h e n

A v er a g e  D ail y  T el e visi o n  Vi e wi n g  
( p er h o us e h ol d)

A v er a g e  h o urs  p er  d a y

1 9 6 0
1 9 6 5
1 9 7 0
1 9 7 5
1 9 8 0
1 9 8 5
1 9 9 0
1 9 9 2

I n cr e asi n g 
L osi n g  
N eit h er

N o  5 1 %
U ns ur e/r ef us e d  3 %

A  N A TI O N  U N D E R  G O D ： 
A R E  W E  I N D E E D ?

y o u  c o m mitt e d  y o urs elf  t o J es us C hrist ?  If y es,  w as  t his a  s u d d e n  
e x p eri e n c e, a gr a d u al  e x p eri e n c e,  or  b ot h ?

At  t h e pr es e nt  ti m e, d o  y o u  t hi n k r eli gi o n 
i n cr e asi n g its i nfl u e n c e o n  A m eri c a n  lif e or  l osi n g its i nfl u e n c e ? 

2 1 %  B ot h  2 %
6 5 %  U ns ur e/r ef us e d  8 %
4 %

Y es/s u d d e n
Y es/ gr a d u al  2 0 %
Y es/ b ot h  1 3 %

T V' S  D A N G E R O U S  I N F L U E N C E T E L E VI SI O N  VI E WI N G

a m o n g  t h os e i m pr ess e d b y  y o ur  J a n u ar y 2 9  f e at ur e

t h a n t h e a v er a g e  w or k 

t e e n a g ers h a v e  a diffi c ult  ti m e disti n g uis hi n g

t w o h o urs  
t el e visi o n p er  d a y  t h a n t h e y di d  t hr e e d e c a d es  a g o.

s a m e T V  i n d ustr y 
c o nti n u es  t o r e ass ur e t h at s a m e  A m eri c a n  p u bli c  t h at s e c o n ds, 
mi n ut es,  e v e n  e n dl ess  h o urs  of  T V  vi ol e n c e  d o  n ot  i nfl u e n c e 
t h e vi e wi n g  p u bli c  t o w ar d vi ol e nt  b e h a vi or,  n or  o ur  c hil dr e n  

i n cli n e d 
t o b e c o m e  br ut al  t o w ar d t h eir p e ers,  p ar e nts,  t e a c h ers a n d  
ot h er  a ut h orit y  fi g ur es.

If t h e T V  i n d ustr y is ri g ht i n t his r es p e ct, t h e n c or p or at e  
A m eri c a  is w asti n g  its m o n e y,  b ut  if P e psi  a n d  ot h ers  ar e  ri g ht, 
t h e n t h e T V  i n d ustr y s h o ul d  b e  c all e d  t o a c c o u nt a bilit y  f or t h e 
t o n e nt of  vi ol e n c e,  pr o mis c uit y  a n d  i n di vi d u al a n d  c or p or at e  
a b us e  w hi c h  it m o d els  t o a n  i m pr essi o n a bl e p u bli c.

—  rl M esl e,  i n a l ett er t o t h e e dit ors  of  t h e K a ns as  Cit y  St ar

I a m
arti cl es  o n  t h e tr e m e n d o us c ost  of  T V  a ds  d uri n g  t h e S u p er 
B o wl ：  P e psi- C ol a,  $ 7. 2  milli o n  f or si x bri ef  s p ots,  Al a m o  R e nt *  
A * C ar,  I n c., $ 2. 7  milli o n  f or o n e  9 0-s e c o n d  s p ot, et c.

A n d  w h y  t h es e m assi v e  e x p e n dit ur es,  at  t h e 1 9 9 4  r at e of  
$ 9 0 0, 0 0 0  p er  3 0  s e c o n ds ?  O b vi o usl y,  it is t h e e x p e ct ati o n  t h at 
e v e n  t h es e bri ef  e x p os ur es  will  i nfl u e n c e t h e vi e wi n g  p u bli c  
t o r et ur n t h eir a d  i n v est m e nts b y  t h e p ur c h as e  of  t h eir g o o ds  
or  s er vi c es —  a n d  pr o b a bl y  w e  will.

B ut  h o w ir o ni c t h at m u c h  of  t h at

n or  o ur  
[t o w ar d a c c e pti n g  vi ol e n c e  a n d  t h us b e c o mi n g]  m or e

i m p ort a nt t h a n t h e q u a ntit y  of  t el e visi o n 
m or e  br ut al  vi ol e n c e  a n d 

i e v er b ef or e.  It h as  b e e n

A n al ysis:  A m eri c a ns  ar e w at c hi n g  n e arl y  
m or e
T o d a y,  t h e a v er a g e A m eri c a n  w at c h es  n e arl y  5 0  h o urs  a  
w e e k  of  t el e visi o n— t e n h o urs  m or e  
w e e k.

P er h a ps  m or e  
is t h e q u alit y.  T o d a y,  t h er e is i 
e x pli cit s e x o n  t el e visi o n t h a n 
esti m at e d  t h at b y  t h e ti m e t h e a v er a g e  c hil d  r e a c h es a g e  1 8,  
h e will  h a v e wit n ess e d  m or e  t h a n 1 5, 0 0 0 m ur d ers  o n  
t el e visi o n or  i n t h e m o vi es.  R es e ar c h  s h o ws t h at c hil dr e n  
a n d e v e n _  
b et w e e n  w h at  is fi cti o n a n d  w h at  is r e alit y. A c c or di n g  t o 
r es e ar c h ers,M ... h e a v y  e x p os ur e  t o t el e vis e d vi ol e n c e  is o n e 
of  t h e c a us es  of  a g gr essi v e  b e h a vi or,  cri m e,  a n d  vi ol e n c e  i n 
s o ci et y.  T el e visi o n  vi ol e n c e  aff e cts  y o u n g st ers  of  all  a g es,  of  
b ot h  g e n d ers,  at  all s o ci o e c o n o mi c l e v els a n d  all l e v els of  
i nt elli g e n c e.... k  c a n n ot  b e  d e ni e d  or  e x pl ai n e d  a w a y. ”  I n 
a d diti o n, a 1 9 9 1 s ur v e y r e v e al e d t h at o nl y  2  p er c e nt  of  
r es p o n d e nts t h o u g ht t h at t el e visi o n s h o ul d  h a v e  t h e gr e at est  
i nfl u e n c e o n  c hil dr e n's  v al u es,  b ut  5 6  p er c e nt  b eli e v e  t h at 
it h as  t h e gr e at est  i nfl u e n c e— m or e  t h a n p ar e nts,  t e a c h ers, 
a n d  r eli gi o us l e a d ers c o m bi n e d.
— B e n n ett,  Willi a m,  T h e  I n d e x of  L e a di n g  C ult ur al  I n di c at ors, p. 2 1

0 6
2 9
5 6
0 7
3 6
0 7
5 50
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p ai d  a n y  att e nti o n  t o it a n y  m or e.  S e c o n d,  h e

t h e t hi n gs y o u

fi nis h e d

O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 4 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D1 3

M W h at  h a p p e n e d  i n A m eri c a  b et w e e n  ' G o o d 
m or ni n g,  Mrs.  J o n es * a n d  ' S h ut u p,  bit c h' ? *'  A n d  h er  s e c o n d  
q u esti o n  w as:  ' W h o is g oi n g  t o d o  s o m et hi n g a b o ut  it产

b e  t h e s hi ni n g 
t o b uil d.

Y O U R  V A L U E S  A N D  T H E  V A L U E S  
O F  W A S HI N G T O N,  D. C.  

B y  G ar y  B a u er

h o n or. If y o u will  d o t h es e t hi n gs, t h e n t his gr e at  
w e  will  a g ai n  b e  t h at

n or  
es c a p e it b e c a us e  it is e v er y w h er e  —  o n

h o m os e x u als  t o s er v e
b e e n  h a ul e d  i nt o c o urt  aft er  c o urt  i n C alif or ni a,  Illi n ois, a n d  
ot h er  st at es t o a ns w er  f or t h eir cri m es.  A n d  Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  
h as  p u nis h e d  t h e m b y  r ef usi n g t o a d dr ess  t h eir a n n u al  j a m b or e e 
(t h e first ti m e a  sitti n g pr esi d e nt  h as  d o n e  s o i n t his c e nt ur y).

Y o u  h a v e w at c h e d  w hil e  t h e c o n d o m ( n ot P e psi)  h as  
b e c o m e  t h e s y m b ol  of  a  n e w  g e n er ati o n  —  a  s y m b ol  d eli b er at el y  
a n d  e nt h usi asti c all y  pr o m ot e d  b y  W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.,  wit h  y o ur  
t a x d oll ars,  i n t h e n a m e  of  M s e x e d u c ati o n. M  N eit h er  y o u  
y o ur  c hil dr e n  c a n _  
r a di o, o n  t el e visi o n, i n fil ms, i n m a g a zi n es,  i n s c h o ols.

S o,  y o u  s a y, " W h at  c a n  I d o ? n  T h e  r e al a ns w er  is t o fi g ht f or 
c ar e a b o ut. F or  m ost  A m eri c a ns,  lif e is n't 

e x e c uti v e  or d ers,  c o n gr essi o n al  l e gisl ati o n, a g e n c y  r e g ul ati o ns, 
or  j u di ci al d e cr e es.  It's a  h el pi n g  h a n d  a n d  g o o d  n ei g h b ors.  k *s  
b e dti m e  pr a y ers  a n d  l o vi n gl y p a c k e d  l u n c h b o x es.  It's h ar d  
w or k  a n d a littl e s o m et hi n g p ut  a w a y f or t h e f ut ur e. N o  
g o v er n m e nt  c o m m a n ds t h es e t hi n gs. N o  g o v er n m e nt  c a n  
r e pli c at e t h e m. T h e y  ar e d o n e  n at ur all y,  fr e el y, o ut  of  l o v e, 
c o n c er n,  a n d  c o m mit m e nt.

St a n d  f or t h os e t hi n gs. B eli e v e  i n t h os e t hi n gs. I nsist t h at 
t h e p oliti ci a ns  w h o  as k f or y o ur  v ot es  d ef e n d  t h os e t hi n gs 
wit h o ut  s h a m e or  e m b arr ass m e nt.  T e a c h  y o ur  c hil dr e n  t h os e 
t hi n gs. I ns pir e t h e m t o l o v e w h at  y o u  l o v e a n d  t o h o n or  w h at  
• y o u 
e x p eri m e nt i n li b ert y will  s ur vi v e, a n d  
s hi ni n g cit y  u p o n  a hill.

B L A M E  I T O N  S O CI E T Y
B y  G ar y  B a u er

N ot  t o o l o n g a g o  t h er e w as  a  tri al i n W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  t h at 
m a d e  t h e n ati o n al  n e ws.  It i n v ol v e d a  s c h o ol t e a c h er w h o  h a d  
i niti at e d s e x u al  r el ati o ns hi ps wit h  t hr e e of  his  st u d e nts.  O n c e,  
h e  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  a  p ari a h;  n o w,  h e  is a  c el e brit y  w h o  h as  
g o n e  o n  t h e t al k s h o w cir c uit  t o s m u gl y d ef e n d  his  a cti o ns.  
First,  h e  all e g e d  t h at alt h o u g h  h e  k n e w  t h er e w as  a  l a w t h at 
pr o hi bit e d  hi m  fr o m sl e e pi n g wit h  his  st u d e nts, h e  t h o u g ht 
t h at n o  o n e  _  
all e g e d  t h at his  c o n d u ct  w as  e x c us a bl e  b e c a us e  girls  ar e  a  l ot 
m or e  s e x u all y  a cti v e  t h es e d a ys.  T hir d  —  a n d  t his is " m o d e m  
m a n ” i n all his  gl or y  —  h e  all e g e d t h at h e  s uff er e d fr o m a  
m e nt al  dis or d er  a n d  c o ul d  n ot  c o ntr ol  hi ms elf  w h e n  f or c e d t o 
b e  ar o u n d  b e a utif ul  y o u n g  f e m al es. It w as  n ot  his  f a ult, y o u  s e e,  
it w as  s o ci et y's.

H o w  t hi n gs h a v e  c h a n g e d! M y  f at h er w as  a n  u n e d u c at e d  
m a n.  H e  dr o p p e d  o ut  of  s c h o ol i n or d er  t o h el p  his  f a mil y 
t hr o u g h t h e Gr e at  D e pr essi o n.  I d o n 、 t hi n k h e  e v er  ~  
r e a di n g a  b o o k  i n his  lif e. B ut  h e  g a v e  m e  s o m e  of  t h e s o u n d est 
a d vi c e  a  p ar e nt  c a n  gi v e  a  c hil d.  H e  t ol d m e  a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n:  
F o u  ar e  g oi n g  t o m a k e  mist a k es.  E v er y b o d y  d o es.  B ut  w h e n  
y o u  m a k e  a  mist a k e,  t a k e r es p o nsi bilit y f or it. T h at's  t h e m ar k  
of  a m a n. ” W h at  h a p p e n e d  i n A m eri c a  b et w e e n  t h e ti m e 
w h e n  p e o pl e  o w n e d  u p  t o t h eir mist a k es  a n d  w h e n  t h e y st art e d 
bl a mi n g  it o n  s o ci et y ?

“ G O O D  M O R NI N G,  M R S.  J O N E S ”  
B y  G ar y  B a u er

Y o u  pr o b a bl y  w orr y  a b o ut  t h e e c o n o m y,  a b o ut  j o bs, a b o ut  
t h e d efi cit.  Y o u  w orr y  a b o ut e ar ni n g a li vi n g w a g e,  a b o ut  
o w ni n g  a  h o m e,  a b o ut  s a vi n g  f or y o ur  c hil dr e n's  e d u c ati o n.  B ut 
y o u  s h o ul d  w orr y  m ost  of  all  a b o ut  w h at  h as  g o n e  wr o n g  wit h  
t h e h e art  a n d  s o ul of  A m eri c a.

W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  d o es  n ot  h a v e  t h e a ns w ers —  it is n't e v e n  
as ki n g t h e ri g ht q u esti o ns.  T h e  ri g ht q u esti o ns  w er e  as k e d  
r e c e ntl y i n a  l ett er t o t h e L os  A n g el es  Ti m es  writt e n  b y  a  s c h o ol  
t e a c h er. Mrs.  J o n es t ol d t h e e dit ors  t h at s h e h a d  t a u g ht i n t h e 
p u bli c  s c h o ol s yst e m a n d  e nj o y e d  a  s u c c essf ul a n d  r e w ar di n g 
c ar e er.  It w as  h er  h a bit  t o e nt er  t h e cl assr o o m  e a c h  d a y  a n d  
a d dr ess h er  st u d e nts b y  s a yi n g, “ G o o d  m or ni n g,  cl ass. "  T h e  
st u d e nts w o ul d  r es p o n d, P o o d  m or ni n g,  Mrs.  J o n es. " T h e n  
t h e y w o ul d  g et  o n  wit h  t h e d a y's  t as ks. T his  h a p p e n e d  f or m a n y  
y e ars  u ntil  s h e fi n all y r etir e d.

I n t h e f all of  1 9 9 3,  Mrs.  J o n es d e ci d e d  t h at it w as  ti m e t o 
g o  b a c k  t o t e a c hi n g. S h e  w as,  of  c o urs e,  a  bit  n er v o us  a b o ut  
f a ci n g st u d e nts a g ai n,  s o s h e pr e p ar e d  v er y  c ar ef ull y.  S h e  w as  
r eli e v e d w h e n  s h e  fi n all y e nt er e d  t h e cl assr o o m  a n d  s a w all  t h e 
bri g ht,  y o u n g  f a c es. C ert ai nl y,  t h e cl ot h es  a n d  t h e h air  st yl es 
w er e  m u c h  diff er e nt,  b ut  s h e  r e mi n d e d h ers elf  t h at, t h es e t hi n gs 
al w a ys  c h a n g e d  fr o m y e ar  t o y e ar.  Wit h  gr o wi n g  c o nfi d e n c e,  
s h e s ai d i n a fri e n dl y t o n e, " G o o d m or ni n g,  cl ass. " A n d  a  
st u d e nt  sitti n g i n t h e fr o nt r o w s h o ut e d, “ S h ut  u p,  bit c h! ”  All  
t h e ot h er  st u d e nts l a u g h e d.

T h e  first q u esti o n  Mrs.  J o n es as k e d  t h e L os  A n g el es  Ti m es  
e dit ors w as:

If y o u  ar e  li k e m ost  A m eri c a ns  t o d a y, y o u  ar e  s k e pti c al  a b o ut  
W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.,  a n d  ri g htl y s o. H o w e v er,  I a m  n ot  s ur e t h at 
y o u  r e ali z e j ust h o w  diff er e nt  y o ur  v al u es  ar e  fr o m t h e v al u es  
t h at pr e v ail  i n t h e n ati o n's  c a pit al.

Y o u  b eli e v e t h at g o v er n m e nt is a li mit e d i nstr u m e nt. 
W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  b eli e v es  t h at g o v er n m e nt  c a n cr e at e a  
ut o pi a  o n  e art h.

Y o u  b eli e v e  i n a t hi n g c all e d  "tr ut h. ” W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  
b eli e v es  i n t h e al bi m p ort a n c e  of  m or al  r el ati vis m.

Y o u  b eli e v e  i n t h e i m p ort a n c e of  f ait h, c o m m u nit y, a n d  
f a mil y. W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  b eli e v es  i n t h e al bi m p ort a n c e  of  t h e 
st at e a n d  t h e “ n e w  w orl d  or d er. M

Y o u  b eli e v e  t h at A m eri c a  c o ul d  o n c e  m or e  
“ cit y u p o n a hill ” t h at its first s ettl ers str o v e 
W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  b eli e v es  t h at it is t h at cit y.

A m  I e x a g g er ati n g ?  I n r e c e nt y e ars,  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a bl e  t o 
s e e all  s orts  of  i n di c ati o ns t h at t h e v al u es  of  W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.  
ar e  n ot  y o urs.  Y o u  h a v e  w at c h e d,  f or i nst a n c e, h o w  t h e m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  w h o  pr o d u c e  t h e g o o ds  a n d  s er vi c es  w e  all  b e n efit  
s o  tr e m e n d o usl y fr o m h a v e  b e e n  br a n d e d  as  u gr e e d y  c a pit alists "  
b e c a us e  t h e y h a v e  d ar e d  t o s u c c e e d.  T h es e  ar e  t h e i n di vi d u als 
w h o  h a v e  dri v e n  t h e e c o n o mi c  m a c hi n e  t h at m a k es  p ossi bl e  
all t h e gr a n d  s c h e m es of  W as hi n gt o n  b ur e a u cr ats,  b ut  t h e y 
h a v e  b e e n  c o n d e m n e d  n o n et h el ess.

Y o u  h a v e  w at c h e d  w hil e  t h e B o y  S c o uts  of  A m eri c a  —  of  
^ B all  p e o pl e!  —  h a v e  b e e n  tr e at e d li k e cri mi n als.  Y o u  s e e, t h e 

B o y  S c o uts  ar e  st u b b or n as  w ell  as  b a c k w ar d.  T h e y  still i nsist 
o n  f oll o wi n g all  s orts  of  o ut m o d e d  pr a cti c es,  li k e usi n g  t h e w or d  
" G o d ” i n t h eir o at h  of  all e gi a n c e a n d r ef usi n g t o all o w  

i n l e a d ers hi p p ositi o ns.  S o  t h e y h a v e



F E A T U R E

P e a c e:
R h et ori c or

R e alit y ?
T h e  w or ds  of  Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y

I
pl e as  a n d  pr o m  is es f or " p e a c e  a n d  s af et y. "

of  u n w all e d vill a g es,
si g n e d b y U S  pr esi d e nt

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 41 4

B y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us,  

F o nt hill,  O nt ari o

f or a  f or m al p e a c e  tr e at y.
t o n ot e

t o 
s orr o w

bri n g  
b et w e e n  J or d a n

ot h er  ni g ht m ar e  of  w ar  

n e w  c urr e n c y

ar e c o nti n u all y  

t al ki n g ( a n d t al ki n g, a n d  t al ki n g), t h e n 
c o m es s u d d e n d estr u cti o n,  t h e d a y  of  
t h e L or d  b e gi ns.

D o es  t h e r e alit y of  p e a c e  a gr e e  
t h e r h et ori c ? C o nsi d er  t h es e t hr e e 
tr ut hs a b o ut  p e a c e  a n d  t h e f ut ur e,

1) T h e  Bi bl e  w ar ns  of  a F A L S E  
P E A C E  w hi c h  is c o n n e ct e d t o t h e 
e m er g e n c e  of  t h e A nti c hrist  (t h e i m * 
p ers o n at or  of  t h e tr u e C hrist  a n d  Ki n g).  

T h e  Ol d  T est a m e nt  pr o p h et  E z e ki el  
p ortr a ys  Isr a el i n t h e e n d  ti m es as  a  l a n d 

at r est, li vi n g 
s e c ur el y wit h o ut  w alls,  b ars or  g at es  
( 3 8: 1 1). It is t h e n t h at t h e s u d d e n 
d estr u cti o n  of  a n i n v asi o n fr o m t h e 
n ort h  i nt err u pts t h eir f als e p e a c e.  [ T h at 
f or c e fr o m t h e n ort h  m a y  b e  f or m er 
m e m b er  n ati o ns  of  t h e S o vi et  U ni o n.  
W ar  m a y  b e  t h eir a nti d ot e  t o a f aili n g 

e c o n o m y.] D a ni el  ( 9: 2 4 * 2 7) f or et ells 
t h e m a ki n g  of  a c o v e n a nt (tr e at y) 

b et w e e n  D a ni el's  p e o pl e  (Isr a el) a n d  a  
o n e  " w e e k, ”  
” T h e  m ost  

u n d erst a n d t his ti m e

It is i nt er esti n g t o n ot e  t h at t h e 

p e a c e  a gr e e m e nts  of  1 9 7 9,  1 9 9 3,  a n d  
1 9 9 4  w er e  all f or m all y si g n e d at t h e 
s a m e W hit e  H o us e  d es k.  At  t h e m ost  
r e c e nt c er e m o n y t h er e w as  a n a b u n 
d a n c e  of  p e a c e  r h et ori c. R a bi n ： " A n-  

m a y  b e  o v er. "  
Cli nt o n ： " A n e w  c urr e n c y of  h o p e  is 

s ur gi n g t hr o u g h t h e Mi d dl e  E ast. ”  
H uss ei n  v o w e d t o bri n g a n e n d t o 
bl o o ds h e d  a n d  

a n d  Isr a el.

P e a c e  is fi n all y c o mi n g  t o t h e tr o u b
l e d Mi d dl e  E ast,  s a y t h e p oliti ci a ns.

ar e  bl a r *  
i n g li k e fir e al ar ms  i n t h e mi n ds  of  all  

w h o  a nti ci p at e t h e r et ur n of  J es us —  
" w hil e t h e y ar e s a yi n g, ' P e a c e a n d  

s af et y! , M W hil e  t h e y

C o nsi d er  t h e r h et ori c of  p e a c e  w e  
h a v e  h e ar d  r e g ar di n g t h e n ati o ns  of  t h e 
Mi d e ast.  I n 1 9 7 9 t h e C a m p  D a vi d  
A c c or d  w as

Ji m m y C art er,  A n w ar  S a d at  a n d  
M e n a c h e m  B e gi n.  It w as  a  p e a c e  tr e at y 
b et w e e n  Isr a el a n d  E g y pt.  I n 1 9 9 1 at  
t h e M a dri d  p e a c e  c o nf er e n c e  t h e s u p er
p o w ers  d e ci d e d  t o b e c o m e  c at al ysts  i n 
c o m p elli n g t h e Mi d e ast  p arti es t o 
n e g oti at e  wit h  o n e  a n ot h er  a n d  w or k  
o ut  a  p e a c ef ul  s ettl e m e nt  t o t h eir diff er 
e n c es. I n 1 9 9 3  a n  a gr e e m e nt  w as  r ati
fi e d b et w e e n  Isr a el a n d t h e P al esti n e  
Li b er ati o n  Or g a ni z ati o n  [ P L O] gr a nt *  
i n g s elf- g o v er n m e nt f or P al esti ni a ns.  
N o w,  i n 1 9 9 4,  a  d e cl ar ati o n  h as  b e e n  
iss u e d b y  Isr a el a n d  J or d a n  r e n o u n ci n g 
t h e " hist ori c  b elli g er e n c y "  of  a  4 6  y e ar  
l o n g st at e of  w ar  a n d  pl e d gi n g  t o w or k

“ pri n c e ” ( A nti c hrist) f or 
lit er all y f or o n e "s e v e n,  
l o gi c al w a y  t o 
p eri o d,  a n d t h e w a y  t h at b est  h ar m o *  
ni z es  wit h  t h e w h ol e  of  S cri pt ur e,  is a  
p eri o d  of  s e v e n y e ars.  L o o k  f or 
s ort  of  s e v e n  y e ar  tr e at y b et w e e n

A M  A  C H RI S TI A N  p as ，  
t or w h o  is p art  of  a n a d *  
v e ntist  gr o u p.  T h at  m e a ns  I 
a m a nti ci p ati n g  t h e lit er al 

r et ur n of  t h e L or d  J es us 

C hrist  t o r ei g n a n d  r ul e t h e e art h  [ T h e 

w or d  a d v e nt m e a ns  " c o mi n g. ” ] T h e  
di vi n e  pr o mis e  gi v e n  at  His  as c e nsi o n  
w as,  ' T his J es us w h o  h as  b e e n  t a k e n u p  
fr o m y o u  i nt o h e a v e n,  will  c o m e  i n j ust 
t h e s a m e w a y  as  y o u  h a v e  w at c h e d  Hi m  
g o  i nt o h e a v e n ” ( A cts 1: 1 1).

I n h ar m o n y  wit h  m y  bi bli c al  a d v e nt *  
ist h o p e  I al w a ys h a v e  a n  o utl o o k  o n  
n e ws  e v e nts  w hi c h  m a y  b e  f ulfill m e nts 
of  i m p ort a nt pr o p h eti c  si g ns of  J es us' 
c o mi n g.  O n e  of  t h os e i m p ort a nt i n di c a
t ors o c c urr e d  t h e l ast f e w d a ys  of  J ul y 
w h e n  Ki n g  H uss ei n  of  J or d a n  a n d  Pri m e  
Mi nist er  Yit z h a k  R a bi n  of  Isr a el si g n e d 
a  d e cl ar ati o n  o n  t h e S o ut h  L a w n  of  t h e 
W hit e  H o us e  i n W as hi n gt o n,  D. C.

T h at  a cti o n m a d e  Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y  
st u d e nts  t hi n k of  I T h ess al o ni a ns  5: 2, 3:  
“ F or  y o u  y o urs el v es  k n o w  f ull w ell  t h at 
t h e d a y  of  t h e L or d  will  c o m e  j ust li k e 
a t hi ef i n t h e ni g ht  W hil e  t h e y ar e  
s a yi n g, T e a c e  a n d  s af et y! 1 t h e n d estr u c 
ti o n will  c o m e u p o n  t h e m s u d d e nl y. "  
T h e  t er m " d a y of  t h e L or d 0 r ef ers t o 
G o d's  d a y  of  j u d g m e nt a n d  t h e c o mi n g  
of  J es us C hris L  It will  b e  pr e c e d e d  b y



a n d

n e v er

T h e  P eril o us  Ti m es  of  t h e L ast  D a ys

k n o w t h at n ot hi n g
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B y  H ollis  P artl o w e  

( C o nti n u e d Fr o m  P a g e  5)

s us, 
r ei g n, p e a c e  will  b e  
— it will  b e  r e alit y!

A b o ut  1 0 0  p e o pl e  di e d  i n a b o m b  
bl ast  at Ar g e nti n a's  m ai n  J e wis h 
c e nt er,  m a ki n g  it t h e w orst  att a c k  
a g ai nst  J e ws  o utsi d e  Isr a el si n c e  t h e 
h ol o c a ust.

i nt er n ati o n al p oliti ci a n.  [ Will 

c er e m o n y

M u c h  of  h u m a nit y  is i g n or a nt of  all  
t h es e t hi n gs, e x p e cti n g  t h at t h e pr es e nt  
or d er  of  lif e will  c o nti n u e  i n d efi nit el y. 
J es us s ai d,

a n d  a n
t h er e b e a W hit e  H o us e  

usi n g  t h e s a m e d es k  a g ai n ?] T h e  f als e 
p e a c e  of  t h at c o v e n a nt  will  e n d  wit h  

“ t h e wi n g  of  a b o mi n ati o ns  ・ ・ ・  o n e  w h o  
m a k es  d es ol at e. "  " W hil e t h e y ar e  s a y * 

i n g, T e a c e  a n d  s af et y! 1 t h e n d estr u c *  

ti o n will  c o m e  u p o n  t h e m s u d d e nl y. "

2) T h e  ris e of  A N TI- S E MI TI S M  

m e a ns  t h e r e alit y of  p e a c e  d o es  n ot  f ull y 

e xist  f or t h e J e wis h  p e o pl e.  T h e  T or o nt o  
St ar,  J ul y 2 3  iss u e, r e p ort e d a n  e x pl o *  
si o n i n B u e n os  Air es:

D o  n ot  f ail t o u n d erst a n d  t h at a p art  
fr o m t h e r ei g n of  J es us t his pl a n et  will  
n ot  k n o w  tr u e p e a c e. It m att ers  n ot  
h o w  m a n y  si g ni n g  c er e m o ni es  o c c ur  o n  
t h e W hit e  H o us e  l a w n! O nl y  Ki n g  
J es us will  bri n g  a n d est a blis h g e n ui n e  
p e a c e  b et w e e n  t h e n ati o ns.  W h e n  J e * 

t h e Ki n g  of  ki n gs  c o m es  a g ai n  t o 
m or e  t h a n r h et ori c

T h e  c o mi n g  of  t h e S o n  of M a n  will  
b e  j ust li k e t h e d a ys  of  N o a h  . ・. 
t h e y w er e  e ati n g  a n d  dri n ki n g,  t h e y 
w er e  m arr yi n g  a n d  gi vi n g  i n m ar *  
ri a g e ... a n d  t h e y di d  n ot  u n d er 
st a n d  u ntil  t h e fl o o d c a m e  a n d  t o o k 
t h e m all  a w a y,  s o s h all t h e c o mi n g  
of  t h e S o n  of  M a n  b e  ( M att h e w 
2 4: 3 7- 3 9).

n e e d  n ot  dr e a d  t h e d ar k.
As  w e  l o o k a h e a d, w e  m ust  

r e ali z e t h at t h e w orl d's  w orst  d a ys  
ar e f ut ur e, wit h  

t h e wi n ni n g  t e a m.

T h er e  will  b e  n o  
of  His  g o v er n m e nt

a n d b est d a ys  
b eli e v ers  o n
T h er e  is t erri bl e u n c ert ai nt y  f or 
m a n y,  b ut  t h e n t h er e is J es us  C hrist  
Cl as p  y o ur  h a n d  i n His  a n d l et 
Hi m  l e a d y o u  g e ntl y  d o w n  lif e *s 

p at h w a y  i nt o et er nit y. *

a c ut e. As  w e  w ait  f or Hi m,  l et's a v oi d  
pr o p h eti c  b ur n o ut  w hil e  al w a ys b ei n g  
o n  pr o p h eti c  al er L

N o  m att er  h o w  d ar k  t h e ni g ht,  w e  
k n o w t h at G o d  is still i n c o ntr ol.  
Alt h o u g h  t h e c o mi n g y e ars will  n o  
d o u bt bri n g m or e  s o ci al u p h e a v al,  
e c o n o mi c t ur m oil a n d f urt h er m or al  
d e cli n e, w e  k n o w t h at n ot hi n g  c a n  
s e p ar at e us fr o m G o d's  l o v e ( R o m. 
8: 3 5 * 3 9).  B e c a us e  H e  is wit h  us, w e

D e ni al  is t h e n u m b er o n e  
es c a p e  h at c h  f or us  h u m a ns.  N o a h's  
g e n er ati o n  li v e d as if G o d  di d  n ot  

e xist, u n a w ar e  t h at j u d g m e nt w as  
h a n gi n g  h e a vil y  o v er  t h eir h e a ds.  
D o n 、 m a k e  t h eir mist a k e!

J ust as t h e fi n al mi n ut es  of  a  
cl os el y f o u g ht f o ot b all g a m e ar e  
t h e m ost  e x citi n g,  s o als o  k n o wi n g  
t h at t h e e n d is " n e ar ” m a k es  o ur  
S pirit u al  c o m mit m e nt  all  t h e m or e

e n d t o t h e i n * 
cr e as e of His  g o v er n m e nt  or  of  
p e a c e,  o n  t h e t hr o n e of  D a vi d  a n d  
o v er  his  ki n g d o m,  t o est a blis h it 
a n d  t o u p h ol d  it wit h  j usti c e a n d  
ri g ht e o us n ess fr o m t h e n o n  
f or e v er m or e (Is ai a h 9: 7).

[ T h e c e nt er w as  us e d f or w ors hi p,  
a d mi nistr ati o n  offi c es  of  J e wis h s o ci al 
a g e n ci es, a n d t h e tr a ci n g of  N a zi  w ar  

cri mi n als w h o  es c a p e d  fr o m G er m a n y  
t o Ar g e nti n a.]  O n  J ul y  2 6  R e ut er's  wir e  
s er vi c e r e p ort e d t h at t h e Isr a eli a m b as *  

s a d or t o G er m a n y  h a d  visit e d  t h e f or
m er  N a zi  d e at h  c a m p  at  B u c h e n w al d  t o 
e x pr ess his c o u ntr y's o utr a g e  o v er  a  
w e e k e n d  r a m p a g e b y n e o- N a zi  s ki n 

h e a ds.  A b o ut  2 0  n e o- N a zis  h a d  st or m e d

t hr o u g h t h e c a m p  s h o uti n g  " Si e g  H eil, ”  

t hr o wi n g st o n es at  b uil di n gs  a n d  gi vi n g  

t h e N a zi  s al ut e. H e  st at e d: " W e ar e  
c o n c er n e d  b e c a us e  w e  ar e  s e ei n g t h es e 
t hi n gs i n diff er e nt  p arts  of  G er m a n y  t o o 
oft e n  t o r e g ar d t h e m as c h a n c e. ”  T h e  

r e alit y of  p e a c e  d o es  n ot  m at c h  t h e 

r h et ori c. A nti- S e mitis m  is gr o wi n g  
ar o u n d t h e w orl d.  As  it gr o ws tr u e 

p e a c e  f or J e ws is i n gl o b al  d e cli n e.
3)  O nl y  t h e P RI N C E  O F  P E A C E  

will  bri n g  l asti n g p e a c e  t o o ur  tr o u bl e d 
w orl d.  T h e  a n ci e nt pr o p h ets  f or et ell 
t h e p e a c ef ul  r ei g n ofj es us,  t h e M essi a h,  
w h e n  h e  c o m es  a g ai n.

R ej oi c e  gr e atl y,  O  d a u g ht er  of  Zi o n!  
S h o ut  i n tri u m p h, O  d a u g ht er  of  
J er us al e m! B e h ol d  y o ur ki n g is 
c o mi n g  t o y o u  ・ ・ ・  t h e b o w  of  w ar  
will  b e  c ut  off  a n d H e  will  s p e a k 
p e a c e t o t h e n ati o ns  ( Z e c h ari a h 
9: 9,  1 0).

Mi c a h  4 ： 2,  3 " M a n y n ati o ns  will  

c o m e  a n d  s a y, < C o m e  a n d  l et us  g o  u p  
t o t h e m o u nt ai n  of  t h e L or d' ・ ・ ・  t h e n 
t h e y will  h a m m er t h eir s w or ds i nt o 
pl o ws h ar es  a n d  t h eir s p e ars i nt o pr u n 
i n g h o o ks;  n ati o n  will  n ot  lift u p  s w or d  
a g ai nst n ati o n,  a n d n e v er  a g ai n will  

t h e y tr ai n f or w ar. ”
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h a v e  s p e nt c o nsi d er a bl e

ci e n c y is t h at w ell
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Pr o p h e c y  
a n d

B y  M ar k  M attis o n,  

Qr a n d  R a pi ds,  MI

t h e g a p
Isr a el a n d  t h e "s ai nts "  of  D a ni el  7.  T h at  

is t o s a y, u n b eli e vi n g  Isr a elit es m ust  
b e c o m e  C hristi a ns  i n or d er  t o b e  " o n  
G o d's  si d e. " H o w  els e  c o ul d  t h e r e b uilj ^( 
T e m pl e  i n J er us al e m b e  a  " h ol y  pl a c e ；

A c c or di n gl y,  if t h e fi n al e n e m y  
G o d  ( a c c or di n g t o pr o p h e c y)  will  b e  a n  
Ar a b  l e a di n g a n  Ar a b  e m pir e,  t his d o es  

n ot  m e a n  t h at all pr es e nt- d a y  Ar a bs  

ar e  e n e mi es  of  G o d.  N or  will  it m e a n  
t h at e v er y  Ar a b  will  b e  e vil  w h e n  t h at 

ti m e d o es  c o m e.  D uri n g  t h e h ol o c a ust,  
n ot  e v er y G er m a n  w as  a N a zi.  S o m e  

G er m a n  C hristi a ns  pr ot est e d  Hitl er's  

a cti o ns.
Si mil arl y,  n ot  e v er y  J e w or  m o d e m  

Isr a eli is a c hil d of  G o d.  I n J o h n  

c h a pt er 8,  s e v er al J e ws t al ki n g wit h  
J es us s ai d " A br a h a m is o ur  
( v. 3 9, NI V).  J es us dis a gr e e d: u Y o u  
b el o n g  t o y o ur  f at h er, t h e d e vil ” ( v. 4 4,  
NI V).  “ H e  w h o  b el o n gs  t o G o d  h e ars  
w h at  G o d  s a ys. T h e  r e as o n y o u  d o  n ot  

h e ar  is t h at y o u  d o  n ot  b el o n g  t o G o d ”  
( v. 4 7,  NI V).

G o d  is n ot

N  HI S  O U T S T A N DI N G  
b o o k  O ur  F at h er  A br a h a m, 1 
M ar vi n  Wils o n  writ es:

T h e  C hristi a n  c o m m u *  
nit y  n e e ds t o gi v e  f ar 

m or e  att e nti o n t o t h e pr a cti c al  
i m pli c ati o ns of pr e mill e n ni al  
t h o u g ht o n  t h e c o n c e pts  of  hist or y  
a n d  s o ci al j usti c e t h a n t h e y h a v e  
gi v e n  i n t h e p ast. 2

T his  is a n  i m p ort a nt p oi nt,  a n d  it is 
p arti c ul arl y  r el e v a nt t o us. T hr o u g h  
t h e y e ars  w e  
ti m e st u d yi n g Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y  a n d  t h e 
e v e nts s urr o u n di n g J es us' S e c o n d  
C o mi n g.  H o w e v er,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l ess 
q ui c k  t o gr a p pl e  wit h  t h e s o ci al a n d  
et hi c al  c o ns e q u e n c es  of  o ur  pr o p h eti c  

f ait h. T h e  o b vi o us  d a n g er  of  t his d efi *  

w e  m a y  b e  t e m pt e d t o 
dr a w si m plist 记  p oliti c al  c o n cl usi o ns  
fr o m o ur  st u d y of  pr o p h eti c  d et ails.

I b eli e v e  t h at a c c or di n g t o Bi bl e  
pr o p h e c y,  a  l as- d a y Ar a b  c o nf e d er a c y  
will  att e m pt t o a n ni hil at e Isr a el ( cf. 

Ps a.  8 3: 1 * 8).  I als o b eli e v e  t h at t h e 
a nti c hrist hi ms elf  will  b e  a Mi d dl e *  
E ast er n  p ers o n a g e,  pr o b a bl y  a n  Isl a mi c 

Ar a b.
W h at  p oliti c al  r a mifi c ati o ns a m  I t o 

dr a w  fr o m t his ? Li k e  m a n y  C hristi a ns,  
I c o ul d c o n cl u d e t h at G o d  is si di n g

b y e n d orsi n g a n y a n d e v er y o n e  
Isr a efs a cti o ns,  n o  m att er  h o w  i m m or al 
or  u nj ust.  Ir o ni c all y, I c o ul d  t h e n e n d  

u p  si di n g  wit h  u n b eli e vi n g  J e ws  a g ai nst  
P al esti ni a n  C hristi a ns!

T his  t y p e of  c o n cl usi o n  w o ul d  b e  at  
o d ds  wit h  t h e r est of  m y  C hristi a n  f ait h. 
H o w,  t h e n, m a y  I r e c o n cil e m y  pr o 
p h eti c  c o n vi cti o ns wit h  m y  c o n vi c *  
ti o ns a b o ut  t h e g os p el ?

I n his  s er m o n t o C or n eli us'  h o us e *  
h ol d,  P et er  s ai d: ‘1  n o w  r e ali z e h o w  tr u e 

it is t h at G o d  d o es  n ot  s h o w f a v oritis m 
b ut  a c c e pts  m e n  fr o m e v er y  n ati o n  w h o  
f e ar hi m  a n d  d o  w h at  is ri g ht " ( A cts 
1 0: 3 4, 3 5,  NI V,  e m p h asis mi n e).  I n 
C hrist  t h er e is n eit h er  J e w n or  Gr e e k,  
A m eri c a n  n or  Ar a b,  R ussi a n  n or  Ir a qi. 
“ G o d  d o es  n ot  s h o w f a v oritis m. M

o n  t h e si d e of  m o d e m  
Isr a el as  o v er  a g ai nst  t h e Ar a bs;  H e  is 

r at h er o n t h e si d e  of  His  c hil dr e n,  t h os e 
fr o m all  n ati o ns  w h o  h a v e  c all e d  o n  
n a m e  of  J es us ( R o m. 1 0: 1 1 * 1 3).  T h  
n ot  t o s a y, h o w e v er, t h at G o d  h as  
r ej e ct e d Isr a el a c c or di n g  t o t h e fl es h: 
" Di d G o d  r ej e ct his p e o pl e ? B y  n o  
m e a ns!  I a m  a n  Isr a elit e m ys elf, ” P a ul  
wr ot e,  u a  d es c e n d e nt  of  A br a h a m,  fr o m 
t h e tri b e of  B e nj a mi n.  G o d  di d  n ot  
r ej e ct his  p e o pl e,  w h o m  h e  f or e k n e w”  

( R o m. 1 1: 1,  2).

T h er e  r e m ai ns, h o w e v er, a gr e at  
t e nsi o n i n m y  pr o p h eti c  o utli n e.  F or  if 
I a m i nt er pr eti n g Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y  c or *  
r e ctl y —  a n d  I' m t hi n ki n g pri m aril y  of  
D a ni el  a n d M att h e w  2 4, as w ell  as  
p ass a g es  li k e Ps al m  8 3  —  t h e n G o d  will  
b e  o n  t h e si d e of  Isr a el as o p p os e d  t o 
t h e h ostil e  Ar a b  f or c es. H o w  is t his 

t e nsi o n t o b e  r es ol v e d ?
T h er e  is o nl y  o n e  w a y  I k n o w  t o 

r es ol v e t h e t e nsi o n, a n d  t h at is t o cl os e  
b et w e e n  m o d e m  u n b eli e vi n g

wit h  t h e m o d er n  st at e of  Isr a el a g ai nst  
t h e “ e vil ”  Ar a bs.  I c o ul d  t h e n r es p o n d 

of



i n C hrist's  bl o o d ?  T h us,  if

b as e d
t h e si d e of  j usti c e. H e

• M att e  t al M a Bi  恤 顺 ・  P. O.  8 di  1 0 0, 0 0 0  -I m, G A
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A  S ol uti o n  t o t h e 
Ri d dl e  of  t h e 

N e w  T est a m e nt

1 ( Gr a n d R a pi ds,  Ml:  E er d m a ns  P u b.  C o.),  
1 9 8 9.

2 I bi d.tp.  2 6 6.

JI制 .， p.  2 7 5.

D a ni efs  Pr o p h eti c  
O utli n e  of  

W orl d  
Hist or y

Itll ： C O MI N G  

^() 1  Till:  
珈 M

ar e  willi n g  t o h ast e n  us  t o w ar d it G o d *s  
p e o pl e  m ust  n ot  or g a ni z e  m or e  < 4 Cr u *  
s a d es ” s u c h as w e  s a w i n t h e Mi d dl e  
A g es.  D a ni el  wr ot e  t h at i n t h e l ast d a ys,  
“ t h e p e o pl e  w h o  k n o w  t h eir G o d  will  
fir ml y r esist " t h e a nti c hrist  ( 1 1: 3 2); b ut  
t h eir r esist a n c e is n ot  s ai d t o b e  wit h  
vi ol e n c e. C hristi a ns  r esist e vil wit h  
g o o d  ( R o m. 1 2: 1 7- 2 1).  W hil e  w e  w ait  
f or G o d's  pl a ns  t o u nr a v el  i n His  ti m e, 
o ur  d ut y  is t o s pr e a d t h e g os p el  a n d  
w or k  f or p e a c e. As  M ar vi n  Wils o n  
wr ot e:

( M att. 2 4 ： 1 5) ?  H o w  c o ul d  Isr a el's r eli

gi o n  b e  a  " h ol y  c o v e n a nt ?'  ( D a n. 7: 2 8)  
if it w er e  n ot  t h e n e w  c o v e n a nt  s e al e d 

o ur  u n d er *  
st a n di n g is c o n e ct,  b ef or e  t h e tri b ul a
ti o n b e gi ns  m a n y  Isr a eli J e ws will  b e 
c o m e  C hristi a ns.  ( T his will  b e  diffi c ult  

if Tri nit ari a n  C hristi a nit y  is t h eir o nl y  
o pti o n,  w hi c h  is s o m et hi n g f or us  t o 
t hi n k a b o ut.)

T his  t y p e of  “ i m pli e d”  pr e di cti o n  is 
n ot  n e w t o us. O ur  b eli ef  t h at t h e 

J er us al e m T e m pl e  will  b e r e b uilt is 

o n  si mil ar r e as o ni n g. N o  N e w  
T est a m e nt  p ass a g e  pr e di ct e d  t h at t h e 

T e m pl e  w o ul d  b e  d estr o y e d  a n d  r e b uilt 
pri or  t o t h e tri b ul ati o n a n d  t h e S e c o n d  

C o mi n g.  H o w e v er,  t h e N e w  T est a 
m e nt  d o es  pr e di ct  t h at t h e T e m pl e  will  
pl a y  a n i m p ort a nt r ol e i n t h at p eri o d  

( M att. 2 4 ： 1 5;  2  T h ess.  2: 4).  T h us,  w e  
c o n cl u d e  b y  i m pli c ati o n t h at it m ust  b e  
r e b uilt, alt h o u g h it is n ot  s p e cifi c all y 

st at e d.

Si mil arl y,  t h e Bi bl e  n o w h er e  p r e *  

di et e d  t h at B a b yl o n  w o ul d  b e  r e b uilt 
pri or  t o t h e tri b ul ati o n. H o w e v er,  t h e 

Bi bl e  cl e arl y p ortr a ys B a b yl o n  as a  
p o w erf ul  n ati o n  i n t h e l ast d a ys  (Is a.

G o d  is o n  
l o v es all p e o pl e.  O n e  c a n n ot b e  
pr o- Ar a b  a n d a nti-Isr a el; n eit h er  
c a n o n e  b e pr oJsr a el a n d a nti 
Ar a b.  W h at,  t h e n, is o ur  r es p o nsi
bilit y ?  It is t o pr a y,  t o e n c o ur a g e,  
a n d  t o w or k  f or a p er m a n e nt  a n d  
f air s h ari n g of  t h e l a n d b et w e e n  
t w o p e o pl es,  Ar a bs  a n d  J e ws, wit h  
a  m a xi m u m  of  j usti c e a n d  a  mi ni 
m u m  of  i nj usti c e ? s

1 3: 6 * 1 3;  R e v.  1 7, 1 8).  As  Ir a q h as  gr o w n  
m or e  p o w erf ul  i n t h e l ast f e w y e ars  w e  
s e e t h at B a b yl o n  is i n d e e d b ei n g  r e
b uilt,  pr o b a bl y  i n pr e p ar ati o n  f or t h e 
tri b ul ati o n.

S o  it is wit h  t h e cr e ati o n  of  t h e St at e  
of  Isr a el. T h e  Bi bl e  n o w h er e  pr e di cts  a  

r est or ati o n of  Isr a el i n a  st at e of  u n b e 
li ef; y et  if t h e J e ws i n Isr a el w er e  t o b e  
p ers e c ut e d  i n t h e tri b ul ati o n p eri o d,  
s ur el y t h er e h a d  t o b e  J e ws i n Isr a el.

O n e  b y  o n e  w e  h a v e  s e e n m aj or  
p oliti c al  e v e nts  w hi c h  bri n g  t h e w orl d's  

n ati o ns  cl os er  i nt o li n e wit h  t h e pi ct ur e  

of  Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y.  T h e  r est or ati o n of  
n ati o n al  Isr a el a n d t h e r e b uil di n g of  
B a b yl o n  ar e t w o of  t h es e e v e nts. T h e  
r e b uil di n g of  t h e T e m pl e  a n d  t h e wi d e 
s pr e a d c o n v ersi o n  of  J e ws ar e  t w o s u c h  

e v e nts  w hi c h  w e  m a y  e x p e ct  t o s e e i n 
pr e p ar ati o n  f or t h e tri b ul ati o n p eri o d.

I n t h e m e a nti m e,  h o w e v er,  r e m e m * 
b eri n g  t h at G o d  is n ot  " o n  t h e si d e " of 
u n b eli e v ers,  w e  m ust  c a uti o n  o urs el v es  

a g ai nst  c h a m pi o ni n g  n ati o n alisti c  st at es  
w h e n  t h eir a cti o ns  ar e  u n g o dl y.  Bi bl e  
pr o p h e c y  h a p p e ns  o n  G o d *s  ti m et a bl e, 

n ot o urs.  S o m e  C hristi a ns  s e e m  t o w a nt  
s o b a dl y  t o s e e Ar m a g e d d o n  t h at t h e y
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— A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

r ais e d q u esti o ns  h o w  s u c h

t h e a d mi nistr ati o n

m a k e  s elf c e nt er e d w hi n ers  i nt o s elf

r e pr essi o n, w hi c h  is e vil,  d estr u cti v e,  a n d  si nf ul its elf. T h e y

wif e.  It s a ys  y o u  d o n't  d o  w h at  y o u  w a nt  —  y o u  d o  w h at
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B e h a v e  or  b e  d a m n e d.  B eli e v e  a n d  b e  s a v e d.

— Fr o m  P a ul  H ar v e y 、 r a di o br o a d c ast  of  M a y  2 8,  1 9 9 4

S P A C E S HI P  E A R T H  C A M E  
WI T H  I N S T R U C TI O N S

as  a  _
t h e b o o k  s h elf, b e c a us e  s p a c es hi p e art h

W H E N  C HI L D R E N  R A P E  
b y  D o n  F a y

c o m e  n at ur all y  t o 
w e  s e e m

C e ntr al  P e n ns yl v a ni a  t el e visi o n st ati o ns c arri e d t h e 
st or y  of  t hr e e t hirt e e n- y e ar- ol d b o ys  a c c us e d  of  att e m pt e d  
r a p e of  a  cl ass m at e  i n t h e s c h o ol d ar k  r o o m. T h e  i n ci d e nt 

a n u nt hi n k a bl e  t hi n g c o ul c ^ ^  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d,  a n d  it s h o o k t h e c o m pl a c e nt  c o m m u nit y ^ ^  
T h e  a d mi nistr ati o n  s et i n pl a c e  pr o c e d ur es  t o r e d u c e t h e 
ris k, b ut  n eit h er  t h e c o m m u nit y n or  
a d dr ess e d t h e s c h o o Ps p art  i n t h e i n ci d e nt or  l o o k e d at  
c a us es.

C o nsi d er:  I n s ci e n c e cl ass, t h e b o ys  l e ar n e d t h e y w er e  
n ot  cr e at e d i n t h e i m a g e of  G o d,  b ut  w er e  a ni m als,  
a c ci d e nts  of  n at ur e.  A n y  w o n d er  t h e y a ct e d  li k e b e asts ?

I n s o ci al st u di es t h e y l e ar n e d t o n ot  p ass  j u d g m e nt o n  
t h e b e h a vi or  of  ot h ers,  t h at all  b e h a vi or  is e q u all y  a c c e pt a bl e,  
all lif est yl es ar e  e q u all y  v ali d.  T h e y  l e ar n e d t o c h o os e  t h e 
lif est yl e t h at gi v es  gr e at est  pl e as ur e,  t o d e m a n d  t h e ri g ht 
t o d e ci d e  f or t h e ms el v es w h at  is ri g ht a n d  w h at  is wr o n g.  
S o  t h es e t e e n a g e b o ys  t o o k t h e ri g ht t o s atisf y t h e pr ess ur e  
of  t h eir n e wl y  d e v el o p e d  s e x dri v e  i n t his off e nsi v e  w a y.

I n h e alt h  cl ass  t h e y l e ar n e d it is n at ur al,  h e alt h y,  a n d  
g o o d  t o s atisf y s e x u al d esir e  wit h o ut  t h e r estr ai nt of  m or al

L o v e  is t h e m ar k  of  tr u e C hristi a nit y,  b ut  if a n y o n e  
dis a gr e es  t h at t h e O n e  G o d  of  t h e Bi bl e  is r e all y t hr e e 
P ers o ns,  h e  m ust  b e  r ej e ct e d as  a  h er eti c  a n d  s h o ul d  e x p e ct  
t o b u m  f or e v er.

T h e  wi c k e d  will  b e  j u d g e d a n d  p u nis h e d  f or e v er w h e n  
J es us r et ur ns, b ut  t h e wi c k e d  d e a d  ar e alr e a d y  u n d er g oi n g  
e v erl asti n g  p u nis h m e nt,  b ef or e  t h e r et ur n of  J es us.

If y o u  h a v e  diffi c ult y  b eli e vi n g  t h at t h e et er n al  i m m ort al 
G o d  di e d  or  t h at t h e all- k n o wi n g  G o d,  J es us, di d  n ot  k n o w  
c ert ai n  f a cts ( M ar k 1 3: 3 2),  or  t h at t h e al k m er cif ul G o d  
i nt e n ds t o t ort ur e f or e v er  a n d  e v er  m a n y  of  his  cr e at ur es,  y o u  
m a y  wis h  t o s e e k a  s a n er a n d  s o u n d er  w a y  of  u n d erst a n di n g  
t h e Bi bl e.

a c c e pt e d t his p er missi o n t o e x pr ess t h eir n e w, d e e p  
f e eli n gs.

T e a c h  y o u n g  p e o pl e  t h e y ar e  a ni m als,  t h e n e x p e ct  t h e m 
t o a ct  li k e a ni m als.  T e a c h  t h e m s e x u al m or alit y  is o nl y  a  
m att er  of  p ers o n al  pr ef er e n c e,  t h e n e x p e ct  t h e m t o li v e 
wit h o ut  r estr ai nt —  t h at u ni q u e  h u m a n  q u alit y  s u p p os e d  
t o disti n g uis h  us  fr o m a ni m als.

T e a c h  y o u n g  p e o pl e  it's O K  t o b e c o m e  s e x u all y a cti v e  
o utsi d e  m arri a g e,  t h e n e x p e ct t h e m t o a g gr essi v el y  f or c e 
t h e ms el v es o n  t h e d ef e ns el ess.  ,

W e  c a n *t h a v e  C hristi a n  b e h a vi or  wit h o ut  t e a c hir ^ 
C hristi a n  v al u es.  W e  r e a p w h at  w e  s o w,  n ot  w h at  w e  r ef us e 
t o s o w!

t h at B o o k  or  d e n y  it. W e  c a n  c h all e n g e  it, r e vil e it, r e writ e 
it, r ej e ct it. B ut  w h e n  w e * v e  d o n e  o ur  w orst,  it will  still b e  
t h er e —  w aiti n g  f or us.  H a u nti n g  us.  C alli n g  o ut  t o us.

A m eri c a ns,  pi c k  a  d a y  —  a n y  d a y.  Pi c k  a  n e ws p a p er —  a n y 
p a p er.  Fi g hti n g  i n Isr a el. H atr e d  i n H aiti.  W ar  i n B os ni a,  
Y e m e n,  a n d  R w a n d a.  Fr a u d  i n t h e U. S.  a n d  t h e U. K.  N e o-  
f as cist i n It al y. N e o- c o m m u nist  i n P ol a n d.  L a ws uits,  r a cis m, 
s c a n d al, a n d  dr u gs.  Si n g a p or e's  s e ni or mi nist er,  L e e  Q u a n  
Y o o  r e c e ntl y o bs er v e d:  " H u m a n  b ei n gs,  r e gr ett a bl e t h o u g h it 
b e,  ar e  i n h er e ntl y vi ci o us. "  A n d  o n  t his pl a n et  i n r e b elli o n, 
h e  is ri g ht, of  c o urs e. Cri m e,  di v or c e,  a b orti o ns, s c a n d al,  
i n c o m p et e n c e, gr e e d,  irr es p o nsi bilit y c o m e  n at ur all y  t o us.

P u bli c  offi ci als  s e e k r e m e di es f or ills w e  s e e m h el pl ess  t o 
pr e v e nt.  W e  pil e  l a ws o n  l a ws s e e ki n g  s al v ati o n  b y  l e gisl ati o n 
b e c a us e  t h e t e n M os es  br o u g ht  d o w n  f or m t h e m o u nt ai n  ar e  
t o o si m pl e t o b e  si g nifi c a nt.

S o,  h o w  d o  w e  
dis ci pli n e d a d ults ? M or e  g o v er n m e nt pr o gr a ms ? M or e  
r e g ul ati o ns ? W ell,  c o m m u nis m  tri e d t h at a n d  f ail e d. W h at  if, 

l ast r es ort, w e  g o  b a c k  t o t h e b o o k  s h elf, t o t h e b a c k  of  
c a m e  wit h  a  b o o k  of  

i nstr u cti o ns. M a y b e  w e  o u g ht  t o s e e w h at  it s a ys. It s a ys w e  
s h o ul d  n ot  b e  sl ot hf ul i n b usi n ess;  i n f a ct, it s a ys h e  w h o  d o es  
n ot  w or k  l et hi m  n ot  e at!  It s a ys w o m e n  s h o ul d  w e ar  m o d est  
a p p ar el.  It s a ys  d o n't  st e al a n yt hi n g.  It s a ys A N Y T HI N G!  It 
s a ys d o n'l  g et  dr u n k,  p eri o d.  It s a ys y o u  sl e e p  o nl y  wit h  y o ur  
o w n  wif e.  It s a ys  y o u  d o n't  d o  w h at  y o u  w a nt  —  y o u  d o  w h at  
y o u  o u g ht.  A n d  f or t h os e w h os e  c o ns ci e n c es  ar e  a n est h eti z e d,  
it s p e cifi es w hi c h  is w hi c h.

S o  A m eri c a ns,  if t h at B o o k,  t h at n e gl e ct e d  B o o k  w er e  n ot  
a  di vi n el y  i ns pir e d r o a d m a p  fr o m h er e  t o h er e aft er,  it w o ul d 
still b e  t h e b est  r ul e b o o k f or a  g o o d  lif e h er e.  W e  c a n  i g n or e

J es us, t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w h o  is t h e et er n al G o d  a n d  
i m m ort al, di e d  s o t h at y o u,  w h o  ar e  alr e a d y  i m m ort al, c a n  
g ai n  i m m ort alit y. If y o u  d o n *t  a c c e pt t h e d e at h  of  t h e 
i m m ort al G o d,  t h at G o d,  w h o  is f ull of  c o m p assi o n  a n d  
m er cif ul,  will  t ort ur e y o u  i n fir e a n d  bri mst o n e  f or e v er a n d  
e v er.

If y o u  a c c e pt  t h e d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  t h e S e c o n d  
P ers o n  of  t h e Tri u n e  G o d,  J es us,  y o u  will  at  d e at h  e nj o y  bliss  
i n h e a v e n,  alt h o u g h  J es us pr o mis e d  his  f oll o w ers t h at t h e y 
w o ul d  i n h erit t h e e art h  ( M att. 5: 5).  Alt h o u g h  y o u  will  n ot  
r e all y di e,  b ut  li v e o n  as  a  dis e m b o di e d  i m m ort al s o ul, y o u  
will  als o  n e e d  t o b e  r es urr e ct e d t o g ai n  et er n al  lif e w h e n  
J es us r et ur ns.

J es us, as  G o d,  w as  o m nis ci e nt,  b ut  as  S o n  of  G o d,  i. e., 
G o d,  h e  s ai d  h e  w as  i g n or a nt of  c ert ai n  f a cts ( M ar k 1 3: 3 2).
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w e  ar e

bir ds  ar e  f o u n d t o

— " S o m e Pr e p ost er o us  Cl ai ms  T h at  I nfi d elit y Is G e n eti c, "
C al  T h o m as

T h o u g h  t h e Ti m e  arti cl e  d o es  h a v e  a  s e nt e n c e  or  t w o a b o ut  
m or alit y  a n d  h o w  it b attl es  a g ai nst  h u m a n  n at ur e,  a n d  Wri g ht  
c orr e ctl y n ot es  M w e  ar e n ot  n at ur all y  m or al  a ni m als/ 1 h e  
l ar g el y i g n or es t h e n e e d  t o i nf us e t h e " n at ur al ”  p ers o n  wit h  a  
m or al  c o m p ass — f or o ur  o w n  g o o d.  " A c c or di n g  t o e v ol uti o n ar y  
ps y c h ol o g y, n  h e  writ es,  u \t is n at ur al  f or b ot h  

ti m e, u n d er

d e vi o us
T hi n k  It O v er ” is a  d e c e pti v el y  a d or a bl e  8- p o u n d  d oll,  
u gl y * y o u- g ot-t o-l o v e-it  ki n d  of  cr e ati o n  wit h  a  wi c k e d  —  a n d  
a p p ar e ntl y  eff e cti v e  —  t wist.

T his  hi g h-t e c h  n e w b or n,  w hi c h  h as  a  mi cr o pr o c ess or  i n its 
b a c k,  s hri e ks a  hi g h- pit c h e d  cr y  at  r a n d o m i nt er v als d a y  a n d  
ni g ht,  a n d  c a n  b e  sil e n c e d  o nl y  b y  b ei n g  "f e d. ”  F e e di n g  t his 
b a b y  d e m a n ds  t h at t h e t e e n a g er i ns ert a  k e y  i nt o its b a c k  a n d  
h ol d  it f or 2 0  t o 3 0  mi n ut es  —  t h e a v er a g e  ti m e it t a k es t o 
f e e d a  r e al n e w b or n.

T h e  d oll  m a y  j ust a c c o m plis h  w h at  a d v o c at es  of  a bsti n e n c e  
a n d  cr us a d ers  f or c o n d o m  us e  o nl y  dr e a m:  t h at t h eir m ess a g e  
t o " w ait u ntil  y o u *r e  ol d er ” b e  h e ar d.

A n e c d ot al  e vi d e n c e  fr o m fi el d st u di es  wit h  h o m e  e c o n o mi cs  
st u d e nts i n a  S a n  Di e g o  s c h o ol i n di c at es t h at " B a b y  T hi n k  It 
O v er ” is a  s cr e a mi n g s u c c ess.

T e e n- a g e  girls  w er e  as k e d  t o t a k e t h e <J b a b y M  h o m e  f or t hr e e 
d a ys.  T h e  girls  still h a d  t o att e n d  t h eir cl ass es,  bri n gi n g  t h e 
“ b a b y ”  a n d  its r e q uisit e p ar a p h er n ali a  —  di a p er  b a g,  str oll er,  
c ar  s e at —  wit h  t h e m.

li k el y m al e  g orill as  ar e  t o f all f or m a n y  f e m al e 
w e  m o v e  i nt o " g e n eti c  l e g a c y.”

T hr e e  d a ys  —  a n d  l o n g ni g hts  —  l at er, t h e t e m p or ar y 
“ m o ms ” n e arl y  h url e d  M B a b y  T hi n k  It O v er ” at  t h eir h o m e  
e c o n o mi cs  t e a c h er.

St a g g eri n g  wit h  f ati g u e a n d  d o w nri g ht  s url y, t h e y s ai d  t h e y 
w er e  g oi n g  t o p ost p o n e  m ot h er h o o d.  ( * T m g o n n a  w ait  at  l e ast 
1 0  y e ars, ” d e cl ar e d  o n e girl.  ̂ N e v er/ 1 v o w e d  a n ot h er.) A  
s o p h o m or e “ m o m ”  pr o n o u n c e d  t h e b a b y  ̂ b a si c all y  a  bi g  p ai n  
i n t h e b utt. M

M ari a  Mit c h ell,  w h o  s u p er vis es a pr e g n a n c y  pr e v e nti o n  
i niti ati v e t h at w or ks  wit h  Atl a nt a  s c h o ol  st u d e nts  —  fi n ds t h e 
i n v e nti o n i ntri g ui n g.

" E v e n  w h e n  t h e y pl a n  t o g et  pr e g n a nt,  t h e y d o n't  pl a n  t o 
b e  p ar e nts/ *  s h e s ai d. ' T h e m or e  y o u  c a n  si m ul at e  r e alit y t h e 
m or e  y o u  c a n  g et  t h e m ess a g e  a cr oss. ”

“ I c a n't w ait  t o g et t h e m/1 s ai d R e b e c c a  R h o d es,  
Al a b a m a  h o m e  e c o n o mi cs  t e a c h er, w h o  h as  or d er e d  si x.

M T h e  u n e n di n g  d e m a n ds,  t h e f ati g u e a n d  e m oti o n al  str ess 
t h at c o m e  wit h  c ari n g  f or a  n e w b or n  will  pr o vi d e  t h e m wit h  
a  r e alisti c e x p eri e n c e  t h at all  t h e l e ct uri n g i n t h e w orl d  c a n't  
pr o vi d e, ”  s h e s ai d. , <W e ,ll h a v e  t h e b o ys  t a k e, t h e d olls  h o m e,  
as  w ell  as  girls.  Aft er  all, t h e girls  d o n 、 a ct  al o n e. ”

w ar  wit h  f at h er h o o d, " 
B y  M o n a  C h ar e n.

pr o d u cts  a n d  l o us y t est s c or es.
B ut  t h e m ost  w orris o m e  as p e ct  of  t h e d e cli n e  of  c h ar a ct er  

is r efl e ct e d i n f a mili es. T o  a n  u n pr e c e d e nt e d  d e gr e e,  A m eri c a n  
m e n  ar e  n ot  p erf or mi n g  t h eir j o bs as  f at h ers.

J ust  w h er e  o ur  p er v asi v e  f ail ur e t o d e v el o p  a n  i n n er lif e is 
l e a di n g us is e vi d e nt i n t h e Ti m e  m a g a zi n e  c o v er st or y 
“ I nfi d elit y: It M a y  B e  I n O ur  G e n es. ”  T h e  arti cl e,  e x c er pt e d  
fr o m a  n e w  b o o k  b y R o b ert  Wri g ht,  e x a mi n es  t h e " e m er gi n g  
fi el d” of  e v ol uti o n ar y ps y c h ol o g y  a n d  pr es e nts  st u di es t h at 
c o nt e n d m o n o g a m y  a n d f ait hf ul n ess i n m arri a g e  ar e  
e x c e pti o n  a n d  a d ult er y  a n d  di v or c e  ar e

Wri g ht  as ks us t o a c c e pt t his vi e w b e c a us e  
s u p p os e dl y r el at e d t o bir ds.  B e c a us e  s o m e 
b e  pr o mis c u o us,  Wri g ht  r e as o ns, m a n y  h u m a ns  ar e,  t o o.

"It is t o m a n's  e v ol uti o n ar y  a d v a nt a g e, * * s a ys Wri g ht,  "t o  
s o w his s e e ds f ar a n d wi d e. "  A n d  w h at  h as b e e n t h e 
s o ci ol o gi c al i m p a ct of  t h at vi e w ?  F at h erl ess  c hil dr e n  gr o wi n g  
u p  i n u n dis ci pli n e d  h o m es  a n d  t h e e v ol uti o n  of  cri m e  i nt o a  
s eri o us t hr e at t o t h e g e n er al  w elf ar e.

Fr o m  bir ds,  Wri g ht  m o v es  o n  t o g orill as.  H e  as ks us  t o 
c o nsi d er  st u di es  o n  t h e si z e  of  g orill a  t esti cl es. T h e  bi g g er  t h e y 
ar e,  t h e m or e  
g orill as.  Fr o m  t h er e

T h e  f or c es t h at w er e  u nl e as h e d  b y,  r o u g hl y s p e a ki n g,  
W o o dst o c k  —  a l a m e nt a bl e a n ni v ers ar y —  h a v e b e e n  

- o ur  ci vili z ati o n f or 3 0  y e ars.
T h es e  y e ars  h a v e  wit n ess e d  a t h or o u g h g oi n g att a c k  o n  t h e 
A m eri c a n  c h ar a ct er.  I nst e a d of  i n c ul c ati n g n oti o ns  of  h o n or,  

. w e  h a v e  b e c o m e a
n ati o n  of  s elf ^ pit yi n g w hi n ers,  f ast wit h  a l a ws uit a n d  sl o w 
wit h  c hil d-s u p p ort  c h e c ks. W e  w all o w  i n e x c us es  f or p o or

m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
—  at s o m e ti m e, u n d er  s o m e cir c u mst a n c es  —  t o c o m mit  
a d ult er y  or  t o s o ur o n  a m at e  ...”

It m a y  b e  n at ur al,  w hi c h  is w h y  w e  n e e d  s o m et hi n g m or e  
t h a n n at ur e,  p er h a ps  s o m et hi n g  s u p er n at ur al,  t o h el p  us  f ulfill 
t h e m arri a g e  v o w  " as l o n g as  w e  b ot h  s h all li v e.M

E v e n  Wri g ht  h as  tr o u bl e m a ki n g  his  o w n  c as e.  H e  r e g ul arl y 
us es  t h e w or d  " d esi g n " w h e n  r ef erri n g t o h u m a ns  a n d t h e 
h u m a n  mi n d.  B ut  a  d esi g n  m ust  h a v e  a  d esi g n er  —  a  fi g ur e 
Wri g ht  tri es t o e x cl u d e  fr o m t h e e q u ati o n.

N O T HI N G  LI K E  A  C R YI N G  B A B Y  T O  KI L L  T H E  M O O D  
B y  C hristi n a  C h e a k al os

A n  u n e m pl o y e d  r o c k et s ci e ntist  h as  i n v e nt e d a  d e h ci o usl y
---- j w a y  t o d et er  t e e n a g ers fr o m h a vi n g  b a bi es.  “ B a b y
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i n g t h at t h e d e a d

t h e y di e.  J es us a n d

w h e n  his  b o d y

will  b e t h e N e w  E art h  aft er  J es us E n glis hm ost  of v ersi o ns
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St u d y  of
L u k e  2 3: 4 3

B y  Willi a m  W a c ht el,  

W e n at c h e e,  W A

4  m e nti o ns  o v er  a n d  
t h e d e a d  i n C hrist

E S U S  A N S W E R E D  
hi m , 'I t ell y o u  t h e tr ut h, 
t o d a y y o u will  b e wit h  
m e  i n p ar a dis e " ( N 1 V).

T his  t e xt is oft e n  
q u ot e d  i n s u p p ort  of  t h e p o p ul ar  t e a c h- 

ar e c o ns ci o us a n d  

t h at t h e ri g ht e o us g o  t o p ar a dis e  or  t o 
h e a v e n  as s o o n as
t h e r e p e nt a nt t hi ef t o w h o m  H e  m a d e  
t h e pr o mis e  of  p ar a dis e  w er e  cr u cifi e d  

t o g et h er a n d  di e d  t h e 

ass u m e d t h at t his

m a n  is n o w  
i m m ort al or  t h at his  "s o ul ” or  "s pirit'  
c o nti n u es t o li v e o n  
di es.  I n f a ct, t h e Bi bl e  st at es t h at G o d  
“ al o n e  is i m m ort al” ( 1 Ti m.  6: 1 6)  a n d  

t h at h u m a n  i m m ort alit y c a n  c o m e  o nl y  
t hr o u g h r es u n e cti o n at t h e r et ur n of  
J es us C hrist  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 2 3,  5 0 * 5 4).

S e c o n dl y,  t h e Bi bl e  t e a c h es t h at t h e 

d e a d  ar e  " asl e e p " a n d  t h at t h e y " k n o w

s a m e d a y.  S o  it is 
pr o mis e i n v ol v e d 

t h eir s ur vi v al as c o ns ci o us "s o uls " or  

“ s pirits " t h at c o ul d  tr a v el t o a  pl a c e  of  
bliss  i m m e di at el y aft er  d e at h.  If t his is 
ass u m e d,  it is n at ur al  t o s e e i n t his t e xt 

a  str o n g  s u p p ort  f or w h at  is c all e d  "t h e  
i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o u L ”

S e v er al  pr o bl e ms aris e, h o w e v er,  
w h e n  t his t e xt is s o  us e d.  First  of  all,  t h e 
Bi bl e  n o w h er e  s a ys t h at

h a d  off er e d  

e v er s at d o w n  
G o d. "  Pl a ci n g  t h e 
w or d  “ f or e v er "

c o m m a  

m e a ns
r e m ai n i n h e a v e n  al w a ys a n d  

r et ur n t o e art h. T his  is a n

c o m es  b a c k  t o t his pl a n et  t o c arr y  o u L  

t h e pr o mis e d  "r est or ati o n  of  all  t hi n gs”  
( A cts 3 ：  1 9 * 2 1 ；  R e v.  2: 7;  2 1: 5;  2 2: 2, 1 4,  

1 9).
W h y,  t h e n, d o es  t h e t e xt s e e m t o s a y 

t h at J es us a n d t h e t hi ef w o ul d  s o m e * 
h o w  b e  i n p ar a dis e  t h e s a m e d a y  t h e y 
di e d ?  W e  b eli e v e  t h at t h e Bi bl e  d o es  

n ot  c o ntr a di ct its elf a n d t h at t h er e 
m ust  b e  a S cri pt ur al  s ol uti o n t o t h e 
a p p ar e nt  pr o bl e m.

W h e n  w e  l o o k at t h e e arl y Gr e e k  
m a n us cri pts  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  w e  

dis c o v er  t h at t h er e w as  n o  p u n ct u ati o n  

i n t h e m. P u n ct u ati o n  w as  l at er a d d e d  
b y  t h e e dit ors  t o m a k e  f or e asi er  r e a d * 
i n g. P u n ct u ati o n,  t h e n, is a m att er  of  
e dit ori al i nt er pr et ati o n a n d, w hil e  
c o n v e ni e nt, is n ot  n e c ess aril y  c orr e ct  

i n e v er y  c as e.
A n  e x a m pl e of  i n c orr e ct p u n ct u a *  

ti o n i n o ur E n glis h  Bi bl es  —  l at er 
c orr e ct e d  —  is f o u n d i n H e br e ws  1 0: 1 2.  

T h e  e arl y e diti o ns of  t h e Ki n g  J a m es 
V ersi o n  r e a d: " B ut t his m a n,  aft er  h.  

s a crifi c e f or si ns, f or * 

t h e ri g ht h a n d  of  
b ef or e  t h e 

t h at J es us will  
n e v er  

o b vi o us  

c o ntr a di cti o n  t o t h e oft-r e p e at e d  pr o m *  

is e t h at H e  will  c o m e  a g ai n  s o m e d a y!  
W h e n  t h e e dit ors  r e ali z e d t h eir err or,  
t h e y m o v e d  t h e c o m m a t o f oll o w t h e 
w or d  u f or e v er.M  Pr es e nt  e diti o ns  s h o w  

o n  t h e

n ot  a n yt hi n g 0  ( E c cl. 9: 5).  T h e  A p ostl e  
P a ul's  dis c ussi o n  of  t h e r es urr e cti o n i n 

1  C ori nt hi a ns  1 5  a n d  1 T h ess al o ni a ns  

o v er  a g ai n t h at 
ar e  sl e e pi n g. J es us 

pr o mis e d  t h at H e  w o ul d  " w a k e ”  L a z ar us  
u p  w h e n  H e  r ais e d hi m  fr o m t h e d e a d  

(J o h n 1 1: 1 1 4 4).
T hir dl y,  " p ar a dis e ”  is n e v er  d es cri b e d  

i n t h e Bi bl e  as  a  pl a c e  t h at is i n h e a v e n  
or  t h at is n o w  i n e xist e n c e  s o m e w h er e.  
( W e will  c o nsi d er  b el o w  P a ul's  us e  of  

t h e w or d  i n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  1 2.)  T h e  

w or d  is of  P ersi a n  ori gi n, m e a ni n g  

“ p ar k ”  or  " g ar d e n, " a n d is us e d  i n t h e 

S e pt u a gi nt  —  t h e Gr e e k  tr a nsl ati o n of  

t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  —  t o r ef er t o t h e 
G ar d e n  of  E d e n,  i n G e n esis  2  a n d 3.  
T h e  B o o k  of  R e v el ati o n  us es  t h e w or d  

t o d es cri b e  t h e r est or e d p ar a dis e  t h at 
will  b e  o n  t h e N e w  E art h  aft er  J es us

t his c h a n g e,  w hi c h  pl a c es  str ess 
o n c e-f o p all  s a crifi c e of  J es us.

T h e  ori gi n al  Gr e e k  t e xt of  H e br e ws  
1 0: 1 2  ( a n d t h e r est of  t h e N e w  T est a *  
m e nt)  h as  n o  c o m m as,  s o tr a nsl at ors 

s u p pl y t h e m a c c or di n g  t o w h at  s e e ms 
t o t h e m t o b e  t h e c o n e ct  s e ns e. Pr o b a *  
bl y  i n m ost  c as es  t h e y h a v e  d o n e  a  g o o d  

j o b i n t h e w a y  t h e y h a v e  i ns ert e d p a n e *  

t u ati o n i nt o t h eir tr a nsl ati o n. W e  b e 
li e v e, h o w e v er,  t h at t h er e is e vi d e n c e  
a v ail a bl e t o s h o w t h at t h e c o m m a  i n 
L u k e  2 3: 4 3  h as  b e e n  wr o n gl y  pl a c e d  
m ost  of  o ur  E n glis h  v ersi o ns  of  t h、 7

o n e

o n



i n w hi c h

H e br e w  w a y  of  str essi n g

t h at t h e N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d
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dis c ussi o n  at t his p oi nt.  H e  is t al ki n g 

a b o ut  " visi o ns  a n d  r e v el ati o ns fr o m t h e

s ol e m n ass ur a n c e  

b e  f ulfill e d.

T h e  f a ct t h at t h e Gr e e k  t e xt r e a ds 

"t h e ”  p ar a dis e  s u g g ests t h at J es us h as  i n 
mi n d  t h e d efi nit e a n d w ell- k n o w n  

p ar a dis e  d es cri b e d  i n S cri pt ur e  —  t h e 
G ar d e n  of  E d e n  r est or e d. " P ar a dis e ” is 
n ot  si m pl y  a  v a g u e  c o n c e pt,  d e n oti n g  a  
c o n diti o n  of  bliss,  as it h as  c o m e  t o b e  
us e d.  It is a  s p e cifi c pl a c e  t h at will  b e  

r est or e d at  a  s p e cifi c ti m e!
T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul's  us e  of  t h e t er m 

“ p ar a dis e ”  i n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  1 2: 3  n e e ds

Bi bl e!  If o n e  alr e a d y  b eli e v es  t h at t h e 

d e a d  ar e  c o ns ci o us  a n d  t h at p e o pl e  c a n  

g o  t o p ar a dis e  as  s o o n as  t h e y di e,  o n e  
c a n e asil y pl a c e t h e c o m m a b ef or e  
"t o d a y. ”  If o n e  b eli e v es  t h at t h e Bi bl e  

t e a c h es t h at t h e d e a d  ar e asl e e p a n d  
t h at p ar a dis e  will  b e  r est or e d o nl y  at  

s o m e f ut ur e ti m e, t h e n o n e  will  pl a c e  
t h e c o m m a  aft er  "t o d a y. "  T h e  Qr e e k  t e xt 

will  p e m ut  eit h er  of  t h es e pl a c e m e nts  of  t h e 
c o m m a!

It s h o ul d b e n ot e d t h at s c h ol ars 
h a v e  r e c o g ni z e d t h at "t o d a y ” is oft e n  

us e d as a H e br e w  w a y  of  str essi n g a  

c o m m a n d  or  pr o mis e.  W e  s e e t his o v er  

a n d  o v er  i n t h e B o o k  of  D e ut er o n o m y,  
w h er e  M os es  w ar ns  t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el 

"t o d a y " t h at t h e y m ust  o b e y  t h eir G o d.  
It is n ot  t h at t h e y m ust  o b e y  Hi m  t o d a y 
o nl y,  b ut  t h e w ar ni n g  is gi v e n  "t o d a y "  

( D e ut. 4 ： 4 0 ；  5: 1 ；  6: 6 ；  7: 1 1 ；  8: 1, 1 1  et c.).  
W e  us e  a si mil ar e m p h asis i n E n glis h  
w h e n  w e  s a y, ' T m t elli n g y o u  t his ri g ht 

n o w! n  S u c h  a st at e m e nt i m pli es m or e  

t h a n is e x pr ess e d  b y  t h e pr es e nt  t e ns e 

of  t h e v er b:  it m e a ns  t h at w e  w a nt  t h e 

h e ar er  t o t a k e h e e d  t o o ur  w or ds!

L et's  e x p eri m e nt wit h  pl a ci n g  t h e 

c o m m a aft er "t o d a y ” i n L u k e  2 3 ： 4 3 ： 
“ Tr ul y  I t ell y o u  t o d a y, Y o u  will  b e  wit h  
m e  i n p ar a dis e/ *  ( A w or d-f dr * w or d  tr a ns

l ati o n of  t h e Gr e e k  t e xt is: " Tr ul y t o 
y o u  I s a y t o d a y wit h  m e  y o u  will  b e  i n 

t h e p ar a dis e ").  Wit h  s u c h a  r e n d eri n g, 

t h e e m p h asis  is o n  t h e pr o mis e  its elf—  
t h at of  b ei n g  wit h  J es us i n p ar a dis e.  

T h e  w or d  "t o d a y ” is t h er e t o gi v e  
t h at t h e pr o mis e  will

L or d ” ( v ers e 1).  A m o n g  t h es e h e  d e *  

s cri b es o n e i n w hi c h  a p ers o n  w as  
" c a u g ht u p ”  or  " c a u g ht a w a y ”  i nt o t h e 
“ t hir d h e a v e n ” ( v ers e 2),  or  "t h e  p ar a-  

dis e n ( v ers e 3). H e  d o es n ot  k n o w  
w h et h er  t his visi o n  w as  "i n  t h e b o d y ”  or  

" o ut of  t h e b o d y ” 一  w h et h er  t h e 

p ers o n  s o tr a ns p ort e d p er c ei v e d  it as  

o n e  of  b ei n g  m o v e d  b o dil y  or  i n a n 
ot h er  w a y.  ( C o m p ar e E z e ki el's  visi o ns,  

i n w hi c h  h e  s e e m e d tr a ns p ort e d b o dil y  
fr o m B a b yl o n  t o J e ms al e m.) T h e  t er m 

“ t hir d h e a v e n ” m a y  b e  u n d erst o o d  as  
t hir d i n pl a c e  or  i n ti m e. S o m e  t hi n k 

P a ul  m e a ns  "t hir d "  i n a  g e o gr a p hi c al  or  

l o c ati o n al s e ns e. B ut  t h e A p ostl e  P et er  

t ells us
E art h  will  b e  t hir d as  a  m att er  of  ti m e
s e q u e n c e ( 2 P et er  3: 3 * 1 3).  W e  pr o p os e  

c h at w h at  P a ul  is s a yi n g is t h at i n a  
w as  t a k e n i nt o t h e

N E W  Y O R K  CI T Y ： 1 9 4 4 4 9 9 4  

b y  G ar y  B a u er

T h e  F a mil y  R es e ar c h  C o u n cil  r e * 

c e ntl y  c o n d u ct e d  a  st u d y  a b o ut  w h at  

N e w  Y or k  Cit y  w as  li k e fift y y e ars  

a g o. I n 1 9 4 4,  N e w  Y or k  Ci c y  h a d  

1 5 0, 0 0 0  m or e  i n h a bit a nts t h a n it 

d o es  i n 1 9 9 4.  Y et  9 7  p er c e nt  of  all  
c hil dr e n b o m  i n 1 9 4 4  w er e  m e m 
b ers  of  t w o- p ar e nt f a mili es. I n 1 9 9 4,  

o nl y  5 0  p er c e nt  g o  h o m e  t o h o us e *  
h ol ds  h e a d e d  b y a m ot h er  a n d a  
f at h er. I n 1 9 4 4, a t ot al of  f ort y 
p e o pl e  di e d  of  g u ns h ot  w o u n ds.  I n 

ar e s h ot a n d  
kill e d  e v er y t e n d a ys.  I n 1 9 4 4,  o n e  
h u n dr e d  b a bi es  w er e  s e nt  t o or p h a n-  

a g es. I n 1 9 9 4,  t h o us a n ds of  b a bi es  

ar e  a b a n d o n e d,  s o m e  m er el y  d e p os *  
it e d i n tr as h c a ns a n d r estr o o ms. 
W h at  h a p p e n e d  t o N e w  Y or k  b e *  

t w e e n 1 9 4 4  a n d 1 9 9 4 ?

C o ntr ast  t h at e x p eri e n c e t o t h e 

tr a g e d y e arli er t his y e ar i n W est  

M e m p his,  Ar k a ns as  ( w hi c h h as  b e e n  
r e p e at e d i n c o u ntl ess  ot h er  c o m m u 
niti es) ： T hr e e  ni n e * y e ar- ol ds  w e nt  

o ut  t o pl a y  a n d  n e v er  c a m e  h o m e  
T h e  n e xt m or ni n g,  t h eir b o di es  

w er e  f o u n d. T h e y  h a d  b e e n  b e at e n  

t o d e at h  a n d  l eft i n a  dr ai n a g e  dit c h.  
A  f e w d a ys  l at er s e v er al t e e n a g ers, 
all e g e dl y i n v ol v e d i n t h e o c c ult,  
w er e  arr est e d  f or t h e cri m e.

W h at  h a p p e n e d  i n A m eri c a  b e ，  
t w e e n m y  y o ut h  a n d t h os e b o ys *  
y o ut h ?  Is t h er e a  p ar e nt  t o d a y w h o  
d o es  n ot  f e ar f or his  or  h er  c hil dr e n's  
s af et y e v e n i n s u p p os e dl y "s af e ”  

c o m m u niti es ?

visi o n  t his p ers o n  

f ut ur e a n d  s a w t hi n gs as  t h e y will  b e  o n  
t h e N e w  E art h,  t h e ti m e of  t h e, u t hir d 

h e a v e n, ” w h e n  "t h e p ar a dis e  of  G o d ”  

( R e v. 2: 7)  will  b e  r est or e d! f

F R O M  N E W P O R T  T O  W E S T  M E M P HI S  
b y  G ar y  B a u er

I gr e w  u p  i n a  bl u e  c oll ar  t o w n 

c all e d N e w p ort,  K e nt u c k y,  w h er e  

e v er y  n ei g h b or h o o d  w as,  it s e e m e d, 
o n  t h e wr o n g  si d e of  t h e tr a c ks. 
P e o pl e  g e n er all y  w or k e d  h ar d,  dr a n k  

h ar d,  a n d  li v e d h ar d.  W h e n  I w as  
ni n e  y e ars  ol d,  I w as  l u c k y t o g et  a n  
o c c asi o n al  q u art er  t o s p e n d o ut  of  

m y  f at h er's w e e kl y  o v erti m e  p a y,  
w hi c h  w as  a b o ut  fift y c e nts. Wit h  
n ot hi n g  b ut  a  p e a n ut  b utt er  s a n d * 
wi c h  i n m y  p o c k et,  I w o ul d  us u all y  
l e a v e t h e h o us e  o n  a  s u m m er  m or n-  

i n g a n d st a y o ut  u ntil  d ar k. M y  

fri e n ds a n d I r o a m e d e v er y w h er e  
a n d n e v er  o n c e  di d  w e  h a v e  a n y 
t hi n g t o f e ar i n t h at r o u g h- a n d * 

t u m bl e t o w n.
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I n m y  e x p eri e n c e wit h  S u n d a y  
S c h o ols  it h as  b e c o m e  a p p ar e nt t h at

Diff er e nt  e m p h as es  f or ・ ・ ・  diff er e nt  
a g e  gr o u ps

c h ur c h es  
st at e-

b e  r ais e d i n s o n g, 
pr es e nt ati o ns  m a d e,  pr a y ers  off er e d  u p,  
or  c oll e ct e d  a n d  off er e d  u p,  a n d m es 
s a g es pr o cl ai m e d  t o w hi c h  i n di vi d u als 
c a n  s a y a n  " A m e n " i n a gr e e m e nt.

C ert ai nl y  n urt uri n g  a n d  e v a n g elis m  
c a n  a n d  d o  als o  h a p p e n  i n o ur  w ors hi p  
s er vi c es, b ut  t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ol  m a y  
a k o  b e  a  pl a c e  w h er e  t h es e c a n  eff e c *  
ti v el y b e  d o n e.  I n f a ct t h er e m a y  b e  
ti m es a n d  sit u ati o ns i n w hi c h  t h e y c a n  
m or e  eff e cti v el y b e d o n e i n S u n d a y  
S c h o ol

a n y of  o ur  
h a v e visi o n  
m e nts,  w hi c h  us u all y  
h a v e t hr e e c o m p o 
n e nts ：  1)  t o gl orif y  a n d  

w ors hi p  G o d,  2)  t o n urt ur e  a n d  e d u c at e  
t h e p e o pl e  of  G o d,  a n d  3)  t o e v a n g eli z e  
l ost p e o pl e.  T h e y  m a y  b e  st at e d diff er *  
e ntl y a n d pri oriti z e d  diff er e ntl y, b ut  
g e n er all y  t h e y c o nt ai n  t h os e t hr e e p arts.

O ur  c h ur c h  s er vi c es ar e  t h e pri m ar y  
a v e n u e i n w hi c h  t h e w ors hi p  is e x 
p e ct e d  t o h a p p e n.  It is t h e s er vi c e i n 
w hi c h  v oi c es  c a n

diff er e nt  a g e  gr o u ps.
C hil dr e n,  u p  t o a b o ut t h e fift h or  

si xt h gr a d e, n e e d t o b e  gi v e n b asi c  
k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e Bi bl e  st ori es t h at ar e  
t h e f o u n d ati o ns f or f ait h. T o o  oft e n  
st u d e nts c o m e  t o t h e Bi bl e  c oll e g e  n ot  
k n o wi n g  t h e st ori es of  t h e Ol d  or  N e w  
T est a m e nt.  It s e e ms t h e Bi bl e  is a  
m yst eri o us  b o o k.  M a n y  ar e  u n a w ar e  of  
p e o pl e  li k e J os h u a, A br a m,  Is a a c “ a n d  
is it R e b e k a h  or  R a c h el, n  or  w h at  a b o ut  
P hil e m o n,  or  J o h n M ar k ?

T h os e  e arl y gr a d es  ar e  
dr e n  ar e  o p e n  t o a n d  e nt h usi asti c  a b o ut  
t h es e gr e at  st ori es of  f ait hf ul m e n  a n d  
w o m e n.  T h e y  n e e d  t o b e  gi v e n  t h e 
b asi c  i nf or m ati o n u p o n  w hi c h  t o b uil d  
t h eir o w n  w al k  of  f ait h.

N ot  s ur prisi n gl y  t h e Bi bl e  e v e n  s p e a ks 
t o t h at p ur p os e  w h e n  P a ul  wr ot e  t h at

“ T h es e  t hi n gs h a p p e n e d  t o t h e m 
e x a m pl es, a n d w er e  writt e n  d o w n  as  
w ar ni n gs  f or us  o n  w h o m  t h e f ulfill * 
m e nt  of  t h e a g es h as  c o m e, ” (I C or.  
1 0: 1 1).

S o  i n t h e gr a d e  s c h o ol cl ass es  S u n *  
d a y  S c h o o k  n e e d  t o e m p h asiz e  a n  e d u 
c ati o n  i n t h e b asi c  st ori es of  t h e Bi bl e.

T e e ns,  p er h a ps  gr a d es  s e v e n  t hr o u g h 
t w el v e, h a v e  diff er e nt  n e e ds.  T h er e  is 
pr es e ntl y  a  gr e at  d e al  of  e m p h asis  o n  
r el ati n g t o p ar e nts  a n d  p e ers,  o n  
a ct u ali z ati o n, a n d t h os e t h e m es c er 
t ai nl y h a v e  t h eir pl a c e.

H o w e v er  it is als o  i n t h os e t e e n y e ars  
t h at t h er e n e e ds  t o b e  a  str o n g  e v a n g el *  
isti c e m p h asis  i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass es.  
I n t h es e y e ars  t h er e is a  u ni q u e  o p e n *  
n ess t o G o d's  c all t h at n e e ds t o b e  
a d dr ess e d. W h e n  t h e fii n d a m e nt al 
k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e Bi bl e  h as alr e a d y  
b e e n  t a u g ht, t e e ns ar e  t h e n m o vi n g  i n 
t h e dir e cti o n  of  a cti n g  o n  t h os e st ori es 
of  f ait h a n d  m a ki n g  t h eir o w n  c o m mit ?  
m e nt  t o t h e L or d.

If d e cisi o ns  ar e  n ot  m a d e  f or C hrist  
i n t h e t e e n y e ars,  it b e c o m es  i n cr e as * 
i n gl y l ess li k el y t o h a p p e n  as  t h e y e ars  
p ass.  S o  it is i m p er ati v e t h at t h er e b e  a  
str o n g  e m p h asis  o n  e v a n g elis m  i n t h e t e e n 
cl ass es.

T h e  A d ult  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass es  
s e e m t o b e  w h er e  w e  ar e  h a vi n g  t h e 
m ost  diffi c ult y  i n a d dr essi n g  p e o pl e's  
p er c ei v e d  n e e ds.  Of  c o urs e  w e  al w a ys  
n e e d  t o c o nti n u e  t o c o m m u ni c at e  Bi bl e  
k n o wl e d g e  a n d Bi bl e  tr ut h, a n d w e  
c o nti n u e  t o n e e d  a n  e m p h asis  o n  e v a n 
g elis m,  b ut  i n t h e a d ult  y e ars  t h e e m 
p h asis  s h o ul d b e  o n  f ell o ws hi p.

Est a blis hi n g  cl os e  r el ati o n al b o n ds  
i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass es c o n n e cts  
i n di vi d u als ti g htl y t o t h e c h ur c h,  a n d  
ulti m at el y  t o t h e L or d.  T h es e  c o m e  
a b o ut  i n p art  b e c a us e  of  s h ar e d tr ut hs 
of  t h e Bi bl e,  b ut  us u all y  n ot  at  first.

P e o pl e  n e e d  t o f e el l o v e d a n d a c 
c e pt e d b y t h os e alr e a d y wit hi n  t h e 
or g a ni z ati o n.  C off e e  ti m es, s h ari n g  ti m ^ ^ 
a n d  pr a y ers,  e v e n  p arti es  ar e  w h at

B y  K e nt  R oss,
R e x,  Q A

t h er e ar e  at  l e ast t hr e e diff er e nt  e m p h a *  
s es t h at n e e d  t o b e  c o nsi d er e d  f or t hr e e



St arti n g  wit h  t h e wi nt er  q u art er  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  will

wit h  " L e x ers t o Ti m ot h y, ” i n D e c e m b er.  B el o w
l ess o ns a n d  t h eir a ut h ors,  lli e q u art erl y's  n e w  e dit or  is K e nt  R oss.

P a ul's  C h ar g e  t o Ti m ot h y — J as o n  T ur n er;

3.2.

4.3.

5.4.

6.

7.
7.

8, 8.

9. 9.

1 0.

1 1.

1 2.

气 1 3. 1 3.

5.
6.

T his  s pri n g, i n t h e Tr ut h  S e e k er *s  Q u art erl y:  
" O ur Pr o p h eti c  F ait h ”

A cts  1 6: 1,  I Ti m ot h y  1: 1 * 1 7,  II Ti m ot h y  
1: 3 ・ 7
O n e  G o d,  O n e  M e di at or — A nt h o n y
B u z z ar d;  I Ti m ot h y  2
Bis h o ps  a n d  D e a c o ns 一  t e p h e n B ol h o us
I Ti m ot h y  3
T h e  Birt h  ofj es us ~ c h  R oss;  L u k e  1: 2 6-  
5 5
T a k e  H e e d — T o m  S c h mitt;  I Ti m ot h y  4  
C h ur c h  R el ati o ns hi ps:  P art  1 — Al a n  C ai n;

p u blis h  a  s eri es  of  n e w  Tr ut h  S e e k ers *  Q u art erl y  l ess o ns. W c  b e gi n  
ar e list e d di e

I Ti m ot h y  6 3- 2 0  • » • • - —

Fl et c h er;  II Ti m ot h y  1: 8- 1 8
P assi n g  o n  t h e F ait h — M ar k  M attis o n;  
H  Ti m ot h y  2: 1- 1 3

N u n e m a k er;  II Ti m ot h y  2: 1 4 * 2 6
P eril o us  Ti m es — H ollis  P artl o w e;
II Ti m ot h y  3
Pr e a c h  t h e W or d — S c o c c  R oss;  II Ti m ot h y  4

G e ntl y  a n d  P ati e ntl y  T e a c hi n g — D o n  

P eril o us  Ti m es — H ollis  P artl o w e;

O v ert ur n e d,  O v ert ur n e d,  O v er  ai m e d! —  
W all y  Wi n n er;  1  C hr o n.  1 7 3, 7- 1 4,  E z e k.  
2 1:  2 4- 2 7,  L u k e  1: 3 0- 3 3
F o ur  W orl d  E m pir es  —  D e n nis  B al d wi n;  
D a ni el  2: 2 & 2 8, 3 1 5
R est or ati o n  of  Isr a el —  R uss ell  M a g a w;  
E z e ki el  3 6: 1 7- 3 8
Ar a b  Alli a n c e  —— Fr a n cis  B u m e c c ；  Ps al m  
8 3
T h e  R et ur n  ofj es us  —— S c ott  D e a n e;  M at 
t h e w 2 4: 1 5 * 3 1
T h e  R es urr e cti o n  of  t h e D e a d  —  K ei c h  
Willi a ms;  1  C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 1 9- 2 3, 5 1- 5 8;  
R e v.  2 0: 6
G o g  a n d  M a g o g  —  Arl e n  R a n ki n;  E z e k-  
i el 3 8: 1- 2 3
M a n  of  Si n — J eff  Fl et c h er;  2  T h ess al o ni 
a ns  2: 1 * 1 7
Si g ns  of  t h e Ti m es  —  Willi a m  W a c ht el;  
L u k e  2 1: 2 5 3 6
C o mi n g  J u d g m e nt  —  G ar y  S mit h;  J o h n  
5: 1 9- 2 4,  A cts  1 7 3 0 3 1 ；  R e v,  2 0: 1 1 4 5  
T h e  T h o us a n d  Y e ars  —  G or d o n  L a n dr y;  
R e v el ati o n  2 0: 1 * 6,  Ps al m  7 2: 1 * 1 1, 1 7 * 1 9  
N e w  H e a v e ns  a n d  N e w  E art h  —  B o b  
H u d dl es c u n;  R e v.  2 1: 1- 7,  2 2: 1- 5;  1 C or.  
1 5: 2 4- 2 8

1. W h y  t h e A br a h a mi c  F ait h ?  —  J o e  J a m es; G e n.  1 2: 1- 3,  
1 5: 1- 6,  1 7: 3- 8,  G al.  3 5 9,  2 6- 2 9

2.

I Ti m ot h y  5: L 1 6
C h ur c h  R el ati o ns hi ps:  P art  2 — J o n  Li p p ert;
I Ti m ot h y  5:  1 7- 2 5  a n d  6: 1,  2
D a n g ers  of  M at eri alis m — J o e M arti n;
I Ti m ot h y  6 3 * 2 0
C all e d  A c c or di n g  t o G o d's  Gr a c eJ eff
Fl et c h er;  II Ti m ot h y  1: 8 * 1 8
P a ci n g  o n  t h e F ait h — M ar k  M attis o n;

CJ C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 4 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D2 3

l ati o ns hi ps t h at dr a w  n e w  p e o pl e

n ot  v al u e d

i m p ort a ntl y, i n 

t o C hris L

L o o ki n g  A h e a d:

I n t h e n e xt  f o ur iss u es I will  b e 
[s p e n di n g f urt h er ti m e d e v el o pi n g

Iss u e #  5  —  Pr o m oti o ns
Y es,  t h e y s e e m " h o k e y "  t o s o m e, b ut  

t h e y als o w or k  wit h  m a n y.  B ut  w h at

ar e

fi g ht a b o ut it t h e y o u n g er  o n es  j ust 
st o p p e d c o mi n g

ki n d  of  pr o m oti o ns  w or k ?  W h at  
t h e y f or ? Ar e  t h e y l e giti m at e ?

a c hi e v e d a m e as ur e  of  s u c c ess,  

t h er e m a y  b e  a b ett er  w a y.

Iss u e #  6  _  Vit al  S u n d a y  S c h o ols:  
A  K e y  f or C h ur c h es  T h at  W a nt  t o 
Qr o w!

T h e  d a y  of  t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ol  is n ot  
o v er.  Il's d e at h  h as  b e e n  pr o cl ai m e d  at  
ot h er  ti m es, b ut  it s ur vi v es. F or  t h os e 
c h ur c h es t h at c at c h t h e visi o n,  t h eir 
S u n d a y  S c h o ol  c a n  b e  a  " k e y  el e m e nt 0  
i n s e ei n g t h eir c h ur c h es r e vi v e a n d  
r es ur g e b ot h  i n att e n d a n c e  a n d, m or e  

c o n v ersi o ns  of  p e o pl e

t o e m p h asiz e n urt uri n g  f or 
es p e ci all y,  b ut  als o  f or p e o pl e  gr o wi n g  

u p  i n t h e c h ur c h.  S o m e  of  t h os e gr o w  
u p  a n d t h e n o ut  of  t h e c h ur c h a n d  
d o n't  r et ur n, a n d  n eit h er  d o  t h eir c hi b  
dr e n.

Iss u e #  4  —  A d ult  Cl ass es
T o o  oft e n  t h es e h a v e  f ail e d t o ar o us e  

i nt er est a n d  c o m mit m e nt  o n  t h e p art  of  

o ur  y o u n g er  a d ults. O ur  ol d er  a d ults  
h a v e  v al u e d  t h e m. U nf ort u n at el y,  t h e 
v er y  t hi n gs t h e y v al u e d  w er e  
b y  t h e y o u n g  a d ults, b ut  r at h er t h a n

Iss u e #  3  —  T h e  L e a d ers  of  
t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ol

M ost  S u n d a y  S c h o ols  h a v e tr a di
ti o n all y b e e n  dir e ct e d b y a S u n d a y  
S c h o ol  S u p eri nt e n d e nt  ・. ・  m a y b e  a  
m o m  wit h  s e v er al ki ds  of  t h at " S u n d a y  
S c h o ol  a g e, "  or  b y  a n  ol d er  p ers o n  i n 

t h e c h ur c h  w h o  " h as al w a ys b e e n  t h e 

S u p eri nt e n d a nt ” T h e y  m a y  h a v e  
a m e as ur e  of  s u c c ess, b ut

■ cl os e  r el . , ,

cl os el y t o g et h er wit h  t h e l o n g-ti m e 
m e m b ers.

T o o  oft e n  o ur  A d ult  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  
cl ass es  s p e n d m ost  of  t h eir ti m e g oi n g  

o v er  t h e l ess o n m at eri al.  T his  is fi n e 

m at eri al,  b ut  it is n ot  w h at  is m ost  
i m p ort a nt t o n e w  p e o pl e.  T h e y  c a n n ot  
gr as p m u c h  of t h e m at eri al.  T h eir  
h e arts  y e ar n  f or cl os e n ess  wit h  l o vi n g 

p e o pl e.  T h at  d o es  n ot  c o m e b y  a d ult  
l ess o n m at eri al  as  oft e n  as  it c o m es  b y  

p e o pl e  s p e n di n g ti m e wit h  t h e m a n d  
l e ar ni n g a b o ut  t h e m.

A d ult  S u n d a y  S c h o ol  cl ass es n e e d  

n e w  p e o pl e

t h e m es t h at I h a v e  pr e vi o usl y  m e n *  
ti o n e d. T h e  c h a n g es  a d v o c at e d  ar e  n ot  
n e w.  I n f a ct t h e y ar e ol d.  T h e y  h a v e  
alr e a d y  b e e n  tri e d, a n d  t est e d a n d  f o u n d 

t o b e  s u c c essf ul.
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T H A N K  Y O U,  L O R D

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

St at e  

I t h a n k Hi m  f or all  g o o d  t hi n gs 
All  t h e ri c h n ess of  m y  d a ys 

F or  e v er y  s mil e of  e v er y  c hil d  
A n d  all t h eir c h ar mi n g  w a ys.

P er h a ps  I s h o ul d h a v e  r e ali z e d 
T h at  wit h o ut  a littl e p ai n  

I c o ul d  n ot  tr ul y a p pr e ci at e  
G o o d  h e alt h  w h e n  it c a m e  a g ai n.

I c o ul d  n ot  b e ar  t o t hi n k of  lif e 
Wit h o ut  h er  s p e ci al s mil e 

M y  h e art  a n d  lif e s e e m e d e m pt y  
A n d  s o s a d, f or q uit e  a w hil e.

B y  
J o y c e  H o us m a n

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D
P E R MI T  2 1

M orr o w,  G e or gi a  
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0

M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

Cit y  - ---------------------------------------------- St at e -------------  Zi p ---------------------  

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

A n d  y et  i n lif e t h er e h a v e  b e e n  ti m es

W h e n  I' v e w o n d er e d,  w h y,  L or d  m e ?
W h e n  h e alt h  h as  f ail e d m y  b o d y  
W h e n  I q u esti o n e d,  w h at  will  b e ?

I t h a n k m y  L or d,  f or all  H e's  d o n e  
F or  pl e as ur es  a n d  f or p ai ns  

M y  h o m e,  m y  f a mil y, m y  lif e 
F or  s u ns hi n e a n d  t h e r ai ns.

I' v e as k e d  His  bl essi n g  t o r est or e 
M e  t o m y  f or m er s elf

B ut  n o w  I s mil e wit h  s w e et r e c all 

T h e  d a ys  w e  s p e nt t o g et h er 
F or  l a u g ht er s h ar e d 

a n d  s o m eti m es t e ars 
F or  j o y i n a n y  w e at h er.

F or  t h e s m ells of  fl o w ers 

i n s u m m er
F or  wi nt er  w hit e,  c ol d  s n o w

F or  t h e cl e a n  fr es h air  I br e at h e  

F or  all  of  n at ur e  t h at I k n o w.

D e ar  R Es m v n o N  H e r a l d ,
I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x  w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d  t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d — 1 yr.  $ 1 2, 2  yr,  $ 2 1,  3  yr.  $ 3 0.
[ Britis h s u bs cri b e n  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

S o  t o d a y I t h a n k m y  L or d  i n d e e d
F or  all  of  lif e I'll s e e

T h e  g o o d,  t h e b a d,  t h e s o n o w, y es
E v er yt hi n g  H e's  s e nt t o m e.  r h

Pl e as e  c h e c k  
t h e m aili n g  

l a b el t o t h e l eft 
f or y o ur  R H  

e x pir ati o n  d at e  
a n d  r e n e w 
pr o m ptl y  

t o k e e p  
T h e  

R e s ti t u ti o n  
H e r a l d  

c o mi n g  t o y o ur  
h o m e  

bi m o nt hl y.

A n d  i n ti m e H e  bl ess e d  m e  
A n d  g a v e  b a c k  m y  f or m er h e alt h.

I l ost a  s p e ci al l o v e d o n e  
W h o m  E d  h a d  f or m a n y  y e ars  
A n d  fr o m m y  e y es a n d  h e art  
Iss u e d t e n t h o us a n d s alt y t e ars.

Alt h o u g h  I miss  h er  still s o m eti m es 
I t h a n k t h e L or d  f or y e ars  I h a d  

T o  s h ar e h er  l o vi n g a n d  h er  c ar e  
A n d  s o I l e ar n e d, 

d e at h  is n ot  all  b a d.

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n.  

If  t h e n u m b er  is 9 5. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 5.  A  9 5. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  J u n e,  ul y  e x pir ati o n.  
T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.
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V O L U M E  8 4,  N U M B E R  2  

D E C.- J A N.  1 9 9 4- 1 9 9 5



T A B L E O  F C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E SH E R A L D

3V ol.  8 4,  N o.  2:  D e c e m b er  1 9 9 4,  J a n u ar y, 1 9 9 5

4

6

7

8u Gr a c e  B e y o n d  t h e M a n g er "  b y  E d w ar d  G oit,  Sr,

1 2^ S el e cti o ns  Fr o m  Dis ci pl es hi p "  b y  J. H ei nri c h  Ar n ol d

1 4A  S ur v e y  of  A m eri c a n  R eli gi o us  Tr e n ds

1 8S el e ct e d  Bi bl e  V ers es

1 9“ W h at  C hil d  Is T his ? ”

2 0" G o d D o es  A ns w er  Pr a y er "  b y  G ar y  T ur n er

2 2“ A  N e w  Y e ar  P ers p e cti v e ”  b y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us

A D D R E S S  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E T O C O L U M N S

1 6

1 6

1 7
T h e  R e si t t u d o s  H e r a l d  ©  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d

E DI T O R' S  N O T E B O O K

1 0

1 0

1 0“ Bi bl es  P e n etr at e  t h e W orl d ”

1 0u Britis h  B eli efs "

1 0“H o m o s e x u al  C o u nt"

F R O M  O U R  C H U R C H E S

u W h o  W o ul d  Miss  Us ? " 1 1

“ L o v e " 1 1

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4,  J A N U A R Y, 1 9 9 52TI E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

Pl e as e  us e  t h e f or m o n  p a g e  2 4  
w h e n  c orr es p o n di n g  c o n c er ni n g  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n.

“ Mi cr o c hi p  I m pl a nt C a n  H el p  L o c at e  Y o ur  L ost  P ets "

" S af e,  L e g al,  a n d  C a n c er o us " .....................................

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S  

J uli e  I s h a m

T Y P E S E T T E R

A m y  B e r r y

E DI T O R

K e nt  R oss

T E C H NI C A L DI R E C T O R  
O F  P U B LI S HI N G  

D a ni el  S m c a d

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  
C O O R DI N A T O R  

J a s o n  C alli n

T h e  R Esr n v n o N  H e r a l d  
Ali n:  K e nt  R oss  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

b y  l h e C h ur c h of  G o d  G e n er a!  C o nf cr c n c c,  a  n o n pr ofit  
C hristi a n  c or p or ati o n  l o c at e d at  5 8 2 3 Tr ai n m cll  R o a d,  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  H e r a l d  
is m ail e d  si x  ti m es a  y e ar.

T h e  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:

“ W h at  D o es  G o d  W a nt  F or  C hrist m as ? ”  b y  Vi c ki e  S c hl e g el

" T h e Pr o mis e d  M essi a h's  First  a n d  S e c o n d  C o mi n gs "

b y  D e n nis  B al d wi n ........................................................

“ H e  S h all  B e  Gr e at "  b y  R uss ell  Di c k ers o n ..........................

" L et E art h  R e c ei v e  H er  Ki n g "  b y  H ollis  P artl o w e ...............

" C hrist m as  I m a g es " b y  J o y c e H o us m a n ........................

u Is J es us G o d  or  t h e S o n  of  G o d ? ”  b y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  

" S pr e a di n g  S o m e  W ar mt h  i n t h e C ol d "  b y  G a y e  Dill e y

T H E

R estit uti o n

• t h e o n e n ess  of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);
• t h e H ol y  S pirit  is G o d's  p o w er  ( A cts 1 : 8);
• J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b c g oii c n  S o n  ( M a u. 

1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);
•l h e Bi bl e  is t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m. 3: 1 6);
• t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);
• t h e n e ar  r ci u m of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1),  a n d  lif e o nl y 

t hr o u g h Hi m  ( C ol. 3: 3);
• t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  l h e d e a d  (J o h n 5: 2 8);
• t h e i m m ort ali z aii o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 3,  

5 4) ；
• t h e d estr u cti o n  of  t h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1: 8);
•l h e fi n al r est or ati o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  

u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2);
• l h e c h ur c h  t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  Hi m  ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  

a n d  Isr a el t o b e  m a d e  h e a d  o v er  G c nlil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 
6 0: 1- 3);

• l h e M r csiit uli o n of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  
b y  t h e m o ui h  of allllis h ol y  pr o p h ets  si n c e  l h e w orl d  
b e g a n * *  ( A cts 3: 2 1).

• It als o  fir ml y a d v o c at es  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  i m m ersi o n i n 
t h e n a m e  of  J es us C hrist  f or l h e r e missi o n of  si ns 
( A cts 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o ns e cr at e d  lif e as  css c nii al  t o s aJ- 
v aii o n.
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V E R Y  Y E A R  A T  
C hrist m as  ti m e m y  
c hil dr e n a p pr o a c h  
m e  wit h  t h e q u es 
ti o n: M M o m,  w h at  d o  

y o u  w a nt  f or C hrist m as ? "
I us e d  t o t ell t h e m, “ O h,  n ot h 

i n g, r e all y, " n ot  w a nti n g  t h e m 
t o d e pl et e  tli eir m e a g er  c as h  r e
s er v es.

Wit h  t h e p assi n g  y e ars,  h o w 
e v er, I s a w t h at m y  r es p o ns e 
distr ess e d  t h e m. T h eir  l o n g f a c es 
s h o w e d h o w  m u c h  t h e y w a nt e d  
t o b e  a bl e  t o gi v e  m e  s o m et hi n g. 
S o  I m a d e  a  p oi nt  of  s u g g esti n g 
s o m e  aff or d a bl e  it e ms tli at t h e y 
c o ul d  p ur c h as e,  wr a p  a n d  pr es 
e nt  t o m e  at  C hrist m as.

H o w  c o ul d I m a k e  t h e m 
u n d erst a n d  w h at  I w a nt e d  w as  
f ortli e m t o l o v e G o d,  t o b e  h a p p y  
a n d  t o gr o w  str o n g ?  T h e y  w o ul d  
h a v e  l o o k e d at  m e  wit h  a n  e x 
pr essi o n  t h at d e cl ar es,  u B o y,  s h e 
h as  r e all y g o n e  ar o u n d  t h e b e n d  
t his ti m e!”

O n  a  f e w o c c asi o ns  I a ct u all y  
t ol d t h e m t h at w h at  I w a nt e d  
m ost  w as  f or t h e m t o b e  ni c e  t o 
m e,  t o b e  ki n d  t o e a c h  otli er,  a n d  
t o d o  as t h e y w er e  as k e d. B ut

t h e y still w e nt  o ut  t o b u y  s o m e  ki n d  of  
a  pr es e nt  f or m e.

I a m  b ett er  a bl e  t o u n d erst a n d  t h eir 
d esir e,  t h o u g h, w h e n  I c o nsi d er  m y  r e
l ati o ns hi p wit h  m y  h e a v e nl y  F at h er.  
T h e  t hi n gs t h at I gi v e  t o hi m  —  m y  
s er vi c e o n c h ur c h c o m mitt e es, m y  
tit h es, m y  att e n d a n c e  at  Bi bl e  st u di es 
a n d  c h ur c h  s er vi c es, a n d  m y  c o m m u 
nit y  s er vi c e — ar e  s uit a bl e. B ut  I n e e d

0  
o

O

t o as k, “ W h at  d o Y o u  r e all y 
w a nt  fr o m m e,  F at h er ? "

His  r e q u ests m a y  s e e m 
si m pl e, b ut  t h e y ar e a ct u all y  
q uit e  diffi c ult f or m e:  r eli n
q uis hi n g  m y  w orri es  a n d  f e ars, 
s etti n g asi d e  m y  o w n  g o als  a n d  
d esir es,  d yi n g  t o s elf  a n d  li vi n g 
i n C hrist.  T o  t h es e r e q u ests I 
r e pl y, u T h es e  ar e t o u g h r e
q u ests,  L or d! ”

Li k e  m y  c hil dr e n, I w o ul d  
r at h er gi v e G o d  s o m et hi n g 
pr ett y  t h at I c a n  wr a p  i n s hi n y 
p a p er  a n d  c ol orf ul  ri b b o ns. B ut  
i n r e alit y I k n o w  t h at w h at  H e  
w a nts  fr o m m e  is m y  h e art 一  
br o k e n a n d c o ntrit e, f or His  
S pirit  t o li v e i n.

T his  C hrist m as,  a n d e v er y  
d a y,  I will  gi v e  m y  h e a v e nl y  
F at h er  t h e gift  t h at H e  r e all y 
w a nts.  N o  pr ett y  p a p er,  n o  f a n c y 
ri b b o ns. J ust m y  h e art  f or His  
h o m e,  r h

— R e pri nt e d  (r o m D e cisi o n,  D e c.  1 9 9 3

o
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T h e  Pr o mis
First  a n d  S e c
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2. T h e  M essi a h  w h o  u s h all 
a p p e ar  t h e s e c o n d  ti m e wit h 
o ut  si n u nt o  s al v ati o n. *, 5

1.  u Its a p p e ari n g  t o all  m e n, ， n  i n 
t h e p ers o n  of  t h e M essi a h  w h o  
u a p p e ar e d  o n c e  i n t h e e n d  of  
t h e w orl d  t o p ut  a w a y  si n b y  
His  s a crifi c e.” 4

g a v e  Hi ms elf  f or t h e c h ur c h,  s o  t h at 
H e  mi g hts a n ctif y  a n d  cl e a ns e  it..., 
a n d  mi g ht  pr es e nt  it t o Hi ms elf  a  
gl ori o us  c h ur c h  ...， h ol y  a n d  wit h 
o ut  bl e mis h. 1 4

T h e  D e si g n  of  Gr a c e
B ef or e  s uit a bl e r es p e ct c a n  

b e  gi v e n  f or G o d's  gr a c e  —  
r e v e al e d t hr o u g h t h e M essi a h  
— w e  s h o ul d tr y t o u n d erst a n d  
its str u ct ur e. Gr a c e  a n d  tr ut h:

t e a c h us  t o d e n y  u n g o dli n ess  a n d  
w orl dl y  l usts, a n d t o li v e s o b erl y, 
ri g ht e o usl y, a n d  g o dl y  i n t his pr es 
e nt  w orl d  ( Tit. 2: 1 2).

T h e  M essi a h,  w h o  w as  f ull of  gr a c e  
a n d  tr ut h, a p p e ar e d  t o p ut  a w a y  si n  b y  
His  s a crifi c e. T his  c o ul d m e a n  m or e  
t h a n p ast  si ns. It c o ul d  als o  i n cl u d e t h e 
str e n gt h  a n d  m at urit y  t o s a y n o  t o u t h e 
si n w hi c h  s o e asil y  b es ets  us' ”  i n t h e 
pr es e nt.

T h e  si g nifi c a n c e  of  t his c a n  als o  b e  
s e e n i n t h e M essi a h  w h o  “ e nt er e d  i nt o 
h e a v e n,  n o w  t o a p p e ar  i n t h e pr es e n c e  
of  G o d  f or us. &  H e  is a v ail a bl e  t o h el p  
us  li v e t h e lif e of  vi ct oi y.  T h e  M essi a h  
is o ut  i n fr o nt, l e a di n g o n w ar d  t o vi c 
t or y — r at h er t h a n al w a ys l a g gi n g 
b e hi n d  t o pi c k  u p  a n d  p ut  t o g et h er t h e 
pi e c es  —  c o ul d gr e atl y  e n h a n c e  o ur  
f ait h.

S u c h  a  str u ct ur e c arri es  f or w ar d t o 
t h e S e c o n d  A p p e ari n g  of  t h e M essi a h,  
w h e n  u h e  s h all a p p e ar wit h o ut  si n 
u nt o  s al v ati o n. " 。 W hil e  w e  li v e ri g ht e
o usl y  a n d  g o dl y  i n t his pr es e nt  w orl d,  
str u ct ur e d gr a c e  d e ni es  u n g o dli n ess  
a n d  w orl dl y  l usts, e xt e n di n g  a  c o nti n 
u al  f b c us o n  “ t h at bl ess e d  h o p e  a n d  
gl ori o us  a p p e ari n g. ” 】 。

T H E  FI R S T  A D V E N T
A n  a d v e nt  is " a  c o mi n g "  or  " a n  a p-

p e ari n g. ” “ B e h ol d,  t h y Ki n g  c o m et h  
u nt o  t h e e” ( Z e c h. 9: 9).  All  t o o oft e n  
o ur  M essi a h's  First  A d v e nt  is li mit e d 
t o t h e m a n g er.  H e  m ust  als o  b e  s e e n  as  
a " Ki n g ri di n g o n  a  c olt,  j ust, l o wl y 
a n d h a vi n g s al v ati o n " —  s al v ati o n 
br o u g ht  b y  t h e gr a c e  of  G o d. 1 1 T his  
off ers  a m pl e gr o u n ds  f or Zi o n's  r e
j oi ci n g a n d s h o uti n g as w ell  as o ur  
o w n  m a nif est ati o ns  of  e m oti o ns r e g 
g ar di n g  t h e First  A d v e nt.  "

M al a c hi  e n visi o n e d  t h e A d v e nt  of  
t h e M ess e n g er  of  t h e C o v e n a nt  wit h  
“ d eli g ht ” ( M ai. 3: 1- 3). His  c o mi n g  
w o ul d  m e a n  p urifi c ati o n,  cl e a nsi n g  
e v e n  t h e pri ests  w h o  off er e d  u t h e bl o o d  
of b ulls  a n d  of  g o ats. .. s a n ctif yi n g  t o 
t h e p urif yi n g  of  t h e fl es h. ， M 2  T h e  p uri 
fi ers n e e d e d  cl e a nsi n g  f ort h e ms el v es, 
ill ustr at e d b y  t h e hi g h  pri est  w h o  of 
f er e d bl o o d  u f or hi ms elf,  a n d f or t h e 
err ors  of  t h e p e o pl e. * * 1 3

T h e  First  A d v e nt  of  t h e M essi a h  
c a n  b e  s e e n as  a n e pi p h a n y  of  gr a c e,  
r e a c hi n g fr o m t h e m a n g er  t o t h e cr oss.  
T h e  p a n or a m a  i n cl u d es t h e m a n g er  
a n d  t h e e m pt y  t o m b, wit h  t h e cr oss  i n 
f ull vi e w.  J es us:

H E
A P P E A R A N C E  
O F  G R A C E

G o d's  a m a z 
i n g gr a c e  c a n  b e  

s e e n i n t h e p ers o n  of  t h e M es 
si a h, b y  w h o m  u gr a c e  a n d  tr ut h 
c a m e. " 】  W hil e  tr ul y u t h e L a w  is 
h ol y, a n d t h e c o m m a n d m e nt  
h ol y,  a n d  j ust, a n d  g o o d/ * 2  gr a c e  
a n d  tr ut h s ur p ass e d  t h e 1  a w.  T his  
c o m bi n ati o n  w as  s o pr o mi n e nt  
i n G o d's  pl a n  t h at H e  el e ct e d  t o 
p ers o nif y  it i n t h e M essi a h.

T o  m or e  f ull y vi e w  t h e si g
nifi c a n c e  of  t h at gr a c e,  w e  will  
c o nsi d er:
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H n.  1: 1 7
2  R o m.  7: 1 2
5  Tit.  2: 1 1
4 H e b.  9: 2 6
5 H e b.  9: 2 8
6  Tit.  2: 1 2
7  H e b.  1 2: 1

e ars  of  t h e d e af  will  b e  u nst o p p e d,  
a n d  t h e l a m e will  l e a p as  a  d e er. ... 
I n his  r ei g n s orr o w a n d  si g hi n g will  
fl e e a w a y  (Is. 3 5).

S E A S O N A L  R E T R O S P E C TI O N  
A N D  I N T R O S P E C TI O N

N o  gr e at er  gift  is a v ail a bl e  d uri n g  
t his s e as o n  of  gi vi n g  t h a n a  r e n e w al of  
o ur  f ait h i n t h e First  A d v e nt  a n d  o ur 
h o p e  i n t h e S e c o n d  A d v e nt.  It is e as y  
t o mis pl a c e  t h e f ait hf ul s a yi n g  u C hrist  
J es us c a m e i nt o t h e w orl d  t o s a v e 
si n n ers 1 1 d uri n g  t his s e as o n  of  A d v e nt.

If i n f a ct t h e e pistl e  ofll  Ti m ot h y  is 
t h e l ast of  P a ufs  writi n gs,  h e  c o ul d  
h a v e  off er e d  n o  m or e  fitti n g e pit a p h:

H e n c ef ort h  t h er e is l ai d u p  f or m e  a  
cr o w n  of  ri g ht e o us n ess, w hi c h  t h e 
L or d,  t h e ri g ht e o us  j u d g e, s h all  gi v e  
m e  at  t h at d a y:  a n d  n ot  t o m e  o nl y,  
b ut  u nt o  all  t h e m als o  t h at l o v e His  
a p p e ari n g  (II Ti m.  4: 8).

8  H e b.  9: 2 4
9  H e b.  9: 2 8
1 0 Tit  2: 1 3
1 1 Tit  2: 1 1
1 2 H e b.  9: 1 3
1 3 H e b.  9: 7
1 4 E p h.  5: 2 5- 2 7

M O R E  T H A N  A N  E V E N T
T h e  S e c o n d  A d v e nt  m ust  b e  l o o k e d 

u p o n  as  m or e  t h a n a  f ut ur e e v e nt.  T h e 
m ess a g e  fr o m t h e t w o st a n di n g b y  i n 
w hit e  a p p ar el r ef err e d t o "t his s a m e  
J es us. n 1 8  T h e  S e c o n d  A d v e nt  p oi nts  us  
t o a  p ers o n,  l o v e d a n d  a w ait e d.  P et er's  
w or ds  t o t h os e s c att er e d t hr o u g h o ut 
P o nt us,  G al ati a,  C a p p a d o ci a,  Asi a,  a n d  
Bit h y ni a  w er e  t o p e o pl e  w h o  uh a d  n ot

T H E  P R O P H Er S  VI E W
Is ai a h's M essi a h  w o ul d  r ei g n u p o n  

t h e ±r o n e  of  D a vi d  a n d  o v er  his  ki n g 
d o m.  “ Of  t h e i n cr e as e of  His  g o v er n 
m e nt  a n d p e a c e  t h er e w o ul d  b e  n o  
e n d n (Is. 9: 7).  D uri n g  his  “ ri g ht e o us 
r ei g n” "

t h e d es ert  will  bl oss o m  a n d  r ej oi c e 
wit h  j o y a n d  si n gi n g,... t h e e y es  of  
t h e bli n d  will  t h e n b e  o p e n e d,  t h e

T H E  S E C O N D  A D V E N T
H o w  c o ul d  di e  dis ci pl es  h a v e  k n o w n  

t h at m a n y  pr o p h e ci es t h e y t h o u g ht 
w er e  a p pli c a bl e t o M essi a h's  lif e i n 

t h eir d a y  a w ait e d a S e c o n d  A d v e nt ?  
" B ut w e  tr ust e d t h at it h a d  b e e n  H e  
w hi c h  s h o ul d  h a v e  r e d e e m e d Isr a eln 1 5  
ar e  w or ds  w hi c h  s p e a k of  dis a p p oi nt 
m e nt.  J es us' ass ur a n c es  of  a S e c o n d  
^ d v e nt  i n l at er d a ys  g a v e  r e n e w e d 
" o p e,  e v e n  as  it d o es  f or us.

As  t h e l ast m e as ur es  of  t h e First  
A d v e nt  pl a y e d,  t h e dis ci pl es  w o n d er e d  
al o u d if t h e M essi a h  " w o ul d at t h at 
ti m e r est or e a g ai n t h e Ki n g d o m  t o 
Isr a el.,， 1 6 T w o  i n w hit e  a p p ar el l at er 
f o c us e d t h e dis ci pl es'  att e nti o ns o n  
t h e S e c o n d  A d v e nt.  " T his  s a m e J es us 
.. ・ s h all s o c o m e  i n li k e m a n n er  as  y e  
h a v e  s e e n hi m  g o  i nt o h e a v e n "  ( A cts 
1: 1 1).  T his  t h e n b e c a m e  t h eir a n d  o ur 
u Bl ess e d  H o p e. ”

1 5 L k.  2 4: 2 1
1 6 A cts  1: 6
n  Is a. 3 2: 1
1 1  A cts  1: 1 1
1 9 1 P et.  1: 8

s e e n b ut  l o v e d J es us t h e M es 
si a h/ * E v e n  t h o u g h t h e y c o ul d  
n ot  s e e Hi m  t h e y b eli e v e d  " wit h  
a n i n e x pr essi bl e j o y.， M 9  S o m e 
w h er e  al o n g t h e w a y  t h e y h a d  
c e as e d l o o ki n g f or w ar d t o t h e 
e v e nt  a n d h a d  d e v el o p e d  a n  e x 
p e ct ati o n  f br t h e p ers o n  of  t h e 
S e c o n d  A d v e nt.  T h eir  li v es b e-  
c a m e e nt wi n e d  wit h His, ass h o ul d  
o urs.

“ W h e n  C hrist  [t h e M essi a h],  
w h o  is o ur  lif e, s h all a p p e ar,  t h e n 
s h all y e  als o  a p p e ar  wit h  Hi m  i n 
gl or y ” ( C ol. 3: 4).  H e  (t h e M es 
si a h)  is m y  lif e. I h a v e  b e c o m e  s o 
e nt wi n e d i n Hi m  t h at I h a v e  n o  
lif e a p art fr o m Hi m.  Is H e  y o ur  
lif e ar e y o ur  pri v at e  a n d s o ci al 
li v es s e p ar at e fr o m y o ur  C hris 
ti a n e x p eri e n c e ?  O ur  h o p e  i n t h e 
S e c o n d  A d v e nt  is b uilt  u p o n  o ur  
f ait h i n His  First  A d v e nt  o ur  e x
p e ct ati o n  i n t h e S e c o n d  A d v e nt  is 
f o nifi e d b y  l etti n g t h e M essi a h  
d eli v er  us  fr o m si n.



F E A T U R E

H e  S h all  B e
Gr e at

I

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4  J A N U A R Y, 1 9 9 5TI E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 6

— R e pri nt e d  fr o m 
T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 

A u g u st  3 1, 1 9 6 4.

B y  R uss ell  Di c k ers o n,  
Lit c hfi el d,  Mi n n es ot a

N  T H E  FI R S T  C H A P T E R  
of  L u k e,  v ers e  3 2  b e gi ns,  
u H e  s h all b e  gr e at. "  T his  is 
o n e  of  t h e m ost  b e a utif ul,  
o n e  of  t h e m ost  d y n a mi c,  y et  

o n e  of  t h e m ost  n e gl e ct e d  d es cri pti o ns  
of  J es us i n t h e Bi bl e  — u H e  s h all b e  
gr e at. "  H o w e v er,  w h e n  y o u  r e all y t hi n k 
a b o ut it, t h e w or d  " gr e at ” d o es  n ot  
m e a n  m u c h  i n o ur  l a n g u a g e t o d a y. 
H ar dl y  a d a y  g o es  b y  t h at w e  d o  n ot  
h e ar  t his w or d  us e d o v er  a n d o v er  
a g ai n.

O n e  of  t h e r e as o ns t h at m a n y  of  o ur  
g o o d  E n glis h  w or ds  h a v e  n o  m e a ni n g  
is m o d er n  a d v ertisi n g.  E v er y  pr o d u ct  
s ol d h as  t o b e  b ett er  t h a n t h e ot h er,  s o 
m a n y  of  o ur  E n glis h  w or ds  h a v e  l ost 
t h eir i d e ntit y. E v er yt hi n g  is " gr e at ”  
t o d a y: t his c ar is gr e at,  t h at s o a p is 
gr e at,  t his t o ot h p ast e is gr e at,  t h at br a n d 
is gr e at;  i n f a ct, " gr e at " is o ut- d at e d.  
S u c h  w or ds  as  f a nt asti c, f a b ul o us a n d  
tr e m e n d o us ar e  n o w  b ei n g  r ui n e d b y  
o ur  a d v ertis ers.

N o n et h el ess,  w h e n  t h e Bi bl e  w as  
tr a nsl at e d s o m e f o ur h u n dr e d  y e ars  
a g o,  gr e at  m e a nt  gr e at.  J es us w as  n ot  
d es cri b e d  as  f a nt asti c, f a b ul o us, orst u-  
p e n d o us.  H e  w as  si m pl y d es cri b e d  as  
gr e at.  B ut  t h e n, gr e at  h a d  n ot  l ost its 
m e a ni n g.  T h e y  h a d  n o  hi g h- pr ess ur e  
s al es t al k a b o ut  s u c h a n d  s u c h a  pr o d 
u ct  i n t h e d a ys  of  Ki n g  J a m es. U nli k e

y et  li v e d a  lif e fr e e fr o m si n. W e  r e all 
i z e t h at t o m a n y  ps y c h ol o gists  si n is a  
m a n- m a d e  t h e or y w hi c h  h as  n o  s ci e n
tifi c b asis.  T o  o n e  w h o  f e els t h e pr es 
e n c e a n d p o w er  of  si n, a n y o n e  w h o  
c a n  li v e a  lif e fr e e fr o m si n  d es er v es  t o 
b e  c all e d  gr e at.

B e c a us e  w e  C hristi a ns  d o  b eli e v e  
i n t h e p o w er  a n d pr es e n c e  of  si n, is 
a n ot h er  r e as o n w e  c all C hrist  gr e at.  
T h e  G o d  w e  w ors hi p  is m or all y  p er 
f e ct a n d  p ur e.  Y et  w e  h u m a ns  s e e m t o 
t hri v e o n  i m m or alit y a n d  si n, s o t h er e 
is a  gr e at  g ulf  b et w e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n.  
J es us fills t h at g a p  f or us.  W e  ar e  n o w  
c hil dr e n  of  G o d,  t h a n ks t o J es us  C hrist.  
A n y o n e  w h o  gi v es  us  fr e e d o m fr o m 
o ur  f e eli n gs of  si n a n d  g uilt  is w ort h y  
t o b e  c all e d  gr e at.

T h e  t h o u g ht of  d e at h  h as  al w a ys  
b e e n  dr e a d e d  b y  m e n.  I m m ort alit y h as  
b e e n  s o u g ht i n s o m e f or m or  ot h er  b y  
n e arl y  e v er y  tri b e a n d  p e o pl e  si n c e  t h e 
b e gi n ni n g  of  r e c or d e d hist or y.  N at u 
r all y t h e n, a n y o n e  w h o  w o ul d  g u ar a n 
t e e et er n al lif e w o ul d  b e  gr e at  i n t h( 
e y es  of  m e n.  J es us h as  d o n e  t his. N ot  
o nl y  h as  H e  g u ar a nt e e d  t h e b eli e v er  
et er n al  lif e, H e  h as  o v er c o m e  t h e p o w er  
of  t h e gr a v e  t o pr o v e  t o t h e w orl d  t h at 
H e  h as  t h e ri g ht t o g u ar a nt e e  et er n al  
lif e.

T h er e  will  al w a ys  b e  t h os e w h o  s a y 
t h at J es us w as  t h e gr e at est  d e c ei v er  
t h at e v er  li v e d. T h er e  will  al w a ys  b e  
t h os e w h o  cl ai m t h at C hristi a nit y  is 
si m pl y b orr o w e d  a n d gl orifi e d  m y 
t h ol o g y. N e v ert h el ess,  t h es e s a m e 
p e o pl e  c a n n ot d e n y  t h at J es us w as  
gr e at.  T h es e  s a m e p e o pl e  c a n n ot  e v er  
s a y  t h at a n y o n e  w h o  c a n  d o  t h e t hi n gs 
t h at J es us cl ai m e d  t o d o  is n ot  w ort h y  
t o b e  c all e d  gr e at.  W c  C hristi a ns  k n o w  
t h at J es us c a n  d o  t h es e tili n gs. T h at  is 
w h y  w e  c all Hi m  gr e at.

t his pr o d u ct  or  t h at pr o d u ct,  J es us w as  
tr ul y gr e at.

T o  s a y  t h at J es us  w as  tr ul y t h e gr e at 
est  m a n  t h at e v er  li v e d, w o ul d  n ot  b e  
a n  e x a g g er ati o n.  W e  r e ali z e t h at gr e at 
n ess  is h ar d  t o d efi n e;  b ut  o n e  of  t h e 
t ests of  gr e at n ess  is t h e m ar k  o n e  l e a v es 
u p o n  hist or y.  At  t h e ti m e, J es us w as  
pr o b a bl y  s o i nsi g nifi c a nt t o t h e his 
t or y of  t h e w orl d  t h at H e  is m e nti o n e d  
o nl y  a  f e w ti m es b y  s e c ul ar  hist ori a ns.  
E v e n  t h o u g h o v erl o o k e d  b y  s e c ul ar 
hist ori a ns,  J es us h as d o n e  m or e  t o 
c h a n g e hist or y  t h a n a n y ot h er  m a n.  
T h e  n a m e  of  J es us h as  c a us e d  w ars  t o 
b e  f o u g ht, cr us a d es  t o b e  w a g e d,  a n d  
n ati o ns  t o ris e a n d  f all. S ur el y  n o  o n e  
or  n o  t e n m e n  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e c o urs e  
of  hist or y  li k e J es us. T o d a y  t h er e ar e  
n e arl y  o n e  billi o n  c o nf essi n g  C hris 
ti a ns i n t h e w orl d,  a n d  it w o ul d  b e  h ar d  
t o esti m at e  t h e milli o ns  t h at h a v e  pr o 
f ess e d C hrist  i n t h e p ast  t w o t h o us a n d 
y e ars.  H o w e v er,  t h es e ar e f a cts t h at 
ar e  of  i nt er est o nl y  t o t h e s e c ul ar his 
t ori a ns. W h y  is J es us gr e at  t o t h os e 
w h o  c o nf ess  Hi m  as  S a vi o ur ?

Pr o b a bl y  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt r e a
s o n is t h at H e  is t h e S o n  of  G o d.  N o  
ot h er  p ers o n  c a n  m a k e  t his cl ai m.  J es us 
w as  b e g ott e n  of  G o d.  T h at  i n its elf is 
e n o u g h r e as o n t o c all a m a n  gr e at.  
A n ot h er  r e as o n t h at w e  C hristi a ns  c all  
C hrist  gr e at  is t h at H e  w as  f ull y m a n,
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B y  H ollis  P artl o w e,  

Or e g o n,  Illi n ois

S A  A C  W A T T S  I S c o nsi d er e d  
t h e f at h er of  E n glis h  h y m n ol-  
o g y  (tli e st u d y  of  h y m ns).  H e  
pr o vi d e d t h e c h ur c h wit h  
al m ost  6 0 0  h y m ns.  His  cl as 

si cs i n cl u d e: " W h e n  I S ur v e y  t h e W o n 
dr o us  Cr oss, "  " O G o d,  O ur  H el p  i n 
A g es  P ast, "  " W e'r e  M ar c hi n g  t o Zi o n, "  

Si n g  t h e Mi g ht y  P o w er  of  G o d, n  a n d  
"J es us  S h all  R ei g n. ”

P er h a ps  t h e m ost  n ot e w ort h y  c o ntri 
b uti o n  fr o m W atts  is t h e C hrist m as  ti m e 
f a v orit e, u J o y  t o t h e W orl d ! T h e  L or d  Is 
C o m e. ” N oti c e  s o m e of  t h e t e mii n ol- 
o g y  of  t his gr e at  h y m n:  "J o y t o t h e 
w orl d,  t h e L or d  is c o m e;  L et  e art h  r e
c ei v e  h er  Ki n g  ... J o y t o t h e e art h,  t h e 
S a vi or  r ei g ns ... N o  m or e  l et si ns a n d  
s orr o w gr o w; N or  t h or ns i nf est t h e 
gr o u n d;  H e  c o m es  t o m a k e  His  bl ess 
i n gs fl o w, F ar  as  t h e c urs e  is f o u n d ... 
H e'll  r ul e t h e w orl d  wit h  tr ut h a n d  gr a c e,

T h o u  s h alt c o n c ei v e  i n t h y w o m b,  
a n d  bri n g  f ort h a  s o n, a n d  s h alt  c all  
his  n a m e  J E S U S. H e  s h all b e  gr e at,  
a n d  s h all b e  c all e d t h e S o n  of  t h e 
Hi g h est:  a n d t h e L or d  G o d  s h all 
gi v e  u nt o  hi m  t h e t hr o n e of  his  f a
t h er D a vi d:  a n d  h e  s h all r ei g n o v er  
t h e h o us e  of  J a c o b f or e v er;  a n d  of  
his  ki n g d o m  t h er e s h all b e  n o  e n d  
( L u k e 1: 3 1- 3 3).

P art  of  t his p ass a g e  w as  f ul
fill e d at  C hrist *s  first c o mi n g.

T h e  r est will  b e  c ar 
ri e d f ort h t o 
f ulfill m e nt 

、 w h e n  J es us 
， c o m es t h e 

s e c o n d ti m e. 
“ E v e n

c o m e,  L or d  J e
s us 0  ( R e v el ati o n 
2 2: 2 0). %

T h e y  will  c o m e  t o J er us al e m t o w ors hi p  
t h e L or d  i n dr o v es.  S e e  Is ai a h 2: 1- 4  a n d  
Mi c a h  4: 1  - 4. T h es e  pr o p h e ci es  f o c us o n  
t h e f ut ur e a g e  w h e n  J es us  C hrist  is r ei g n
i n g o v er  t his e ntir e  pl a n et  fr o m D a vi d's  
t hr o n e i n J er us al e m, t h e H ol y  Cit y.

Wit h  w ars  a n d f a mi n es, gr aft  a n d  
gr e e d,  l usts a n d  h at e,  e vi d e n c e  d e m a n ds  
t h at i n a  lit er al a n d  n ati o n alisti c  s e ns e, 
t h e S o n  of  G o d  is n ot  r ei g ni n g o v er  e art h  
t o d a y. It is s elf- e vi d e nt t h at t his is n ot  
His  p ur p os e  i n t h e c h ur c h a g e. T o d a y  
C hrist  c o nti n u es t o b uil d  His  c h ur c h  
( e k kl esi d), t h e b o d y  of  b eli e v ers  c all e d  
o ut  of  all n ati o ns  ( R e v. 5: 9, 1 0).  I n t h e 
f ut ur e a g e, b eli e v ers  of  all a g es will  
i n h erit G o d *s  et er n al  ki n g d o m  w h e n  t h e 
e art h  is fill e d wit h  t h e gl or y  of  t h e L or d  
as  t h e w at ers  c o v er  t h e s e a (Is ai a h 1 1 : 9; 
N u m b ers  1 4: 2 1).

P er h a ps  w e  c a n  s e e  m or e  cl e arl y  n o w  
t h at Is a a c W atts *  gr e at  h y m n  is m u c h  
m or e  s uit e d t o t h e mill e n ni u m  t h a n t h e 
m a n g er.  Wit h  t h at i n mi n d  c o nsi d er  t h e 
a n g efs stri ki n g a n n o u n c e m e nt t o t h e 
p e as a nt  girl  c h os e n of  G o d  t o b e  t h e 
vir gi n  m ot h er  of  o ur  L or d.

A n d  m a k e  t h e n ati o ns  pr o v e,  T h e  gl ori es  
of  His  ri g ht e o us n ess ..

T h e  A d v e nt  m ess a g e  e m br a c es  b ot h  
c o mi n gs  of  C hrist.  W e  s e e  t h e s h e p h er ds 
a n d wis e m e n  fi n di n g t h eir w a y  t o t h e 
m a n g er  t o w ors hi p  e art h's  ri g htf ul Ki n g.  
A n g eli c  h osts  s w ar m e d d o w n  t h e s k y
w a ys  fr o m h e a v e n.  A  n e w  st ar  a p p e ar e d  
i n di e  s k y.

B ut  w h e n  w e  l o o k cl os er  at  t h e w or ds  
of  t h e h y m n  w e  r e ali z e t h at p er h a ps  it is 
m or e  of  a s e c o n d c o mi n g s o n g t h a n a  
C hrist m as  C ar ol.  Is a a c W atts  w as  pr o b a 
bl y  writi n g  i n t h e pr o p h eti c  pr es e nt  as  
t h o u g h t h e f ut ur e w er e  alr e a d y  h er e.

O b vi o usl y,  t h e L or d  d o es n't  r ei g n 
o v er  tli e e art h i n ri g ht e o us n ess t o d a y 
a n d n at ur e  d o es n't  b e n d  b e n e at h  His  
s w a y. M e n  w orl d wi d e  ar e  n ot  e m pl o y 
i n g t h eir s o n gs  i n a nt h e ms  off eri n g  w or 
s hi p t o Hi m.  T h e  n ati o ns  d o  n ot  pr o v e  
tli e gl ori es  of  ri g ht e o us n ess e x c e pt  i n》  
t h e m ost  li mit e d a n d  i n di vi d u al —  \ 
s e ns e.

I n t h e f ut ur e, 
w h e n  J es us 
r ei g ns o v er  
t h e w h ol e 《  
e arlli  i n tr ut h ' 
a n d ri g ht e o us
n ess,  t h e n ati o ns  
will  u l e ar n w ar  
n o m or e. ”
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B e y o n d  
t h e M a n g er

B y  E d w ar d  G oit,  Sr.,  

N.  T o n a w a n d a,  N Y

B et hl e h e m' s  D e cl ar ati o n
G o d's  gr a c e  is B et hl e h e m's  d e cl a 

r ati o n. Is ai a h's pr o p h e c y,  " F or  a  c hil d  
will  b e  b o m  t o us,  a  s o n will  b e  gi v e n  
us "  (Is a. 9: 6 a)  w as  t w o-f ol d: ( 1) u a  
c hil d  will  b e  b or n, ”  ( 2) u a  s o n will  b e  
gi v e n. ” Bi bl e  st u d e nts u ni v ers all y  
a p pl y  t his pr o p h e c y  t o J es us C hrist.

T h er e  is a  st or y a b o ut  t h e d a y  A br a 
h a m  Li n c ol n  w as  b o m  i n K e nt u c k y.  A  
n ei g h b or  h ail e d  a  m a n  fr o m t o w n a n d  
s ai d, " A n y n e ws  d o w n  at  t h e vill a g e,  
E zr a ? "

“ W ell,  S q uir e  M c L e a n's  g o n e  t o 
W as hi n gt o n  t o s e e M a dis o n  s w or n i n, 
a n d ol d  S p ell m a n  t ells m e  t h at t his

G o d' s  D eli v eri n g  L o v e
G o d  d eli v ers  m a n ki n d  fr o m sit u

ati o ns  fr o m w hi c h  it c o ul d  n e v er  d e 
li v er its elf. H e  h as  m a d e  pr o visi o n  f or 
m a n's  r est or ati o n t o f ell o ws hi p a n d  
t h e gift  of  et er n al lif e i n t h e bl ess e d  
gift of His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n.  O ur G o d  
h as  st a y e d t h e e x e c uti o n  of  si n's p erif

H RI S T M A S  I S A  st or y 
of  birt h  a n d gi vi n g,  b ut  
m u c h  m or e.  A  y o u n g  
c o u pl e, pr o u d t o bri n g  
t h eir first b or n c hil d  h o m e  

fr o m t h e h os pit al, pl a c e d  t h eir pr e 
ci o us b a b y i n a b e a utif ul w o o d e n  
cr a dl e. O v er  t h e n e xt  f e w m o nt hs  h e  
gr e w  a n d t h e cr a dl e t h at o n c e  s w al
l o w e d t h e c hil d  c o ul d  n o  l o n g er c o n 
t ai n hi m.  T h e  b o y  di d  n ot  st a y i n t h e 
cr a dl e  f or e v er. H e  o ut gr e w  it.

W e  c a n n ot  h a v e  C hrist m as  wit h o ut  
t h e m a n g er — b ut  J es us di d  n ot  st a y i n 
di e  m a n g er  l o n g. W e,  t o o, m ust  o ut 
gr o w  t h e cr a dl e.  M ost  of  o ur  li v es ar e  
li v e d o utsi d e  t h e cr a dl e.  J es us * gr o wt h  
w as  n at ur al  a n d n or m al.  H e  gr e w  i n 
wis d o m  a n d  st at ur e as H e  d e v el o p e d  
t hr o u g h c hil d h o o d.  L u k e  2: 2 0  N A S B *  
d e cl ar es,  " A n d  t h e C hil d  c o nti n u e d  t o 
gr o w  a n d  b e c o m e  str o n g,  i n cr e asi n g i n 
wis d o m;  a n d t h e gr a c e  of  G o d  w as  
u p o n  Hi m. "

O nl y  L u k e  r e p orts J es us *  c hil d h o o d  
a n d  His  a c c o u nt  is bri ef.  L u k e  2: 4 0- 5 2  
c o n d e ns es  J es us' first t w el v e y e ars  of  
lif e a n d  f or e c asts His  f ut ur e. It i ntr o
d u c es  t h e sil e nt  y e ars  of  gr o wt h  w hi c h  
c o ns u m m at e  i n His  mi nistr y.

T h e  " b a b y J es us " is s w e et a n d  
s h o ul d  b e  r e m e m b er e d, b ut  t h e r e alit y 
of  t h e C hrist m as  st or y  is t h at w h e n  t h e

B o n a p art e  f ell o w h as  c a pt ur e d m os g  
of  S p ai n.  W h afs  n e w  o ut  h er e,  n ei g h 、  
b or ? ”

“ N ot hi n g  at  all,  e x c e pt  a  n e w  b a b y  
d o w n  at  T o m  Li n c ol n's  h o us e.  N ot h 
i n g e v er  h a p p e ns  o ut  h er e ? * 1

T h e  birt h  of  A br a h a m  Li n c ol n,  b ut  
it w as  c o nsi d er e d  n ot  i m p ort a nt! T h e  
birt h  ofJ es us  C hrist  w as  n ot  i m p ort a nt 
t o m a n y  p e o pl e.  T o  m a n y  milli o ns,  t h e 
tr u e m e a ni n g  of  C hrist m as  is still u n 
i m p ort a nt.

J es us * l o wl y birt h  i n B et hl e h e m  of  
J u d e a a n d t h e s h elt er of  a m a n g er  
br o u g ht  t h e G R A C E  of  G O D  n e arl y  
t w o t h o us a n d y e ars  a g o  as  s h e p h er ds 
h urri e dl y  m a d e  t h eir w a y  t o "s e e  t his 
t hi n g t h at h a d  h a p p e n e d  w hi c h  t h e 
L or d  h as  m a d e  k n o w..( L u k e 2: 1 5 b).  
Si n c e  t h e n, m a n ki n d  h as  c o m m e m o 
r at e d t his gift  e a c h  C hrist m as  s e as o n. 
C hrist m as  h as  c o m e a n d g o n e  o n c e  
m or e  a n d  n o w  it b e h o o v es  us  t o r e a c h 
b e y o n d  t h e gr a c e  of  t h e m a n g er  a n d  
a c c e pt  t h e "s o n ”  gi v e n.

L u k e  d e cl ar e d  G o d's  r ol e i n gr a c <  
w h e n  h e  wr ot e,  u T h e  gr a c e  of  G o d  w a F  
u p o n  hi m "  ( L u k e 2: 4 0).  G o d's  gr a c e  
s p e a ks of  m a n's  ali e n ati o n fr o m his  
Cr e at or  t o r e c o n cili ati o n wit h his  h e a v 
e nl y  F at h er.  It is writt e n,  "f or  all  h a v e  
si n n e d a n d f all s h ort of  t h e gl or y  of  
G o d ” ( R o m. 3: 2 3).  M a n's  s e p ar ati o n 
fr o m G o d  is t h e dir e ct  r es ult of  si n, f or 
G o d  a b h ors  si n.

P e o pl e  c a n n ot si n a n d g et a w a y  
wit h  it. G o d  h as  est a blis h e d d efi nit e  
li mits f or His  cr e ati o n. H e  h as  s ai d, 
" B e h ol d,  all  s o uls  ar e  mi n e;  t h e s o ul of  
t h e f at h er as  w ell  as  t h e s o ul of  t h e s o n 
is mi n e.  T h e  s o ul w h o  si ns will  di e "  
( E z e k. 1 8: 4).

u b a b y  J es us ,, gr e w  u p  H e  w as  t h e S o n  
of  M a n.  Li k e  J es us,  v v e  m ust  gr o w  a n d  
all o w t h e C h ur c h  t o n urt ur e  us  a n d  
dir e ct  us  i nt o a  cl os er  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  
o ur  S a vi or  a n d  L or d.
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' Fr o m a  c art o o n,  ( C) 1 9 1 8  H. T.  W e bst er,  
N e w  Y or k  W orl d  P u blis hi n g  C o m p a n y,  c o ur 
t es y Illi n ois St at e  Hist ori c al  S o ci et y,  S pri n g 
fi el d, Illi n ois.

t o gi v e  a  si nf ul cr e ati o n  o p p ort u-  
t o a c c e pt  r e d e m pti o n, r e p e nt ofits  

si ns a n d  r e c ei v e t h e gift  of  et er n al  lif e. 
( S e e R o m.  6: 2 3.)

G o d  gi v es  s al v ati o n  fr e el y b e c a us e  
H e  l o v es us.  G o d  s h o ws  His  l o v e i n t h e 
gift  of  His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  s o t h at 
si nf ul m a n ki n d  mi g ht  li v e t hr o u g h 
Hi m.  G o d  is still i n t h e b usi n ess  of  f or
gi v e n ess  f or " w h os o e v er ” r e p e nts of  
his  or  h er  si ns. H e  d eli g hts  i n m er c y ! 
( S e e Mi c a h  7: 1 8,  1 9.)

d a y  t h e y will  h er al d  t h e d a w ni n g  of  
t h at b ett er  d a y.  E v er y o n e  y e ar ns  f or 
t h at b ett er  d a y  of  c el e br ati o n w h e n  
u t h e g o v er n m e nt  will  r est o n  His  s h o ul
d ers  ...t h e z e al of  t h e L or d  of  h osts  
will  a c c o m plis h  t his " (Is a. 9: 6 b- 7).

* N A S B  r ef er e n c e d t hr o u g h o ut ar 
ti cl e. e

E xt e n d e d  Gr a c e

Is ai a h's t w o-f ol d pr o p h e c y  e xt e n ds  
b e y o n d  B et hl e h e m's  m a n g er.  His  d e c 
l ar ati o n, u a s o n will  b e  gi v e n "  (Is a. 
9: 6)  s p e a ks  of  t h e C R O S S.  Dis c ussi o n  
of  J es us' d e at h,  b uri al  a n d r es urr e c
ti o n, a n d His  c o mi n g ki n g d o m,  ar e  
m usts  i n t h e C hrist m as  S e as o n.  u J es us 
is t h e r e as o n f or t h e s e as o n !'' T h e  m es 
s a g e of  t h e a n g el of  t h e L or d  t o t h e 
s h e p h er ds w as,  " D o n ot  b e  afr ai d;  f or 
b e h ol d,  I bri n g  y o u  g o o d  n e ws  of gr e at  
j o y w hi c h  s h all b e  f or all t h e p e o pl e;  
l or t o d a y i n t h e cit y  of  D a vi d  tli er e h as  
b e e n  b o m  f or y o u  a S a vi or,  w h o  is 
C hrist  t h e L or d M  ( L u k e 2: 1 0, 1 1).  T h e  
g o o d  n e ws  f or all  p e o pl e  is t h at t h er e is 
a S a vi or.  T h e  m a n g er  of  B et hl e h e m  
a n d t h e cr oss of  C al v ar y  ar e i nt er
t wi n e d. G o d's  gr a c e  e xt e n ds  b e y o n d  
B et hl e h e m's  m a n g er.

F or gi v e n ess  of  si ns w as  G o d's  
di vi n e  p ur p os e  “ b ef or e  t h e f o u n d ati o n 
of  t h e w orl d "  ( R e v. 1 3: 8). F or gi v e 
n ess is n ot  a c h a n g e i n o ur  mi n ds  
t o w ar d G o d  b ut  a c h a n g e i n G o d's  
mi n d  t o w ar d us.  E v e n  w h e n  w e  w er e  
d e a d  i n o ur  tr a ns gr essi o ns G o d,  ri c h i n 
m er c y  b e c a us e  of  His  gr e at  l o v e, 
r e a c h e d o ut  a n d m a d e  us ali v e t o
g et h er  wit h  C hrist.  It is writt e n,  u F or  
b y  gr a c e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  s a v e d  t hr o u g h 
f ait h; a n d  t h at n ot  of  y o urs el v es,  it is 
t h e gift  of  G o d ” ( E p h. 2: 8).

T h e  A p ostl e  P et er,  wit h  a h e al e d  
l a m e b e g g ar  cli n gi n g t o hi m  at t h e 
t e m pl e, s ai d,  “ M e n  of  Isr a el... R e p e nt

t h er ef or e a n d  r et ur n t h at y o ursi ns m a y  
b e  wi p e d  a w a y, ... a n d  t h at H e  m a y  
s e n d J es us, t h e C hrist  a p p oi nt e d f or 
y o u,  w h o m  h e a v e n  m ust  r e c ei v e u ntil  
t h e p eri o d  of  r est or ati o n of  all t hi n gs 
a b o ut  w hi c h  G o d  s p o k e b y  t h e m o ut h  
of His h ol y  pr o p h ets  fr o m a n ci e nt  ti m en  
( A cts 3: 1 2- 2 1).

T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  a n d B ar n a b as  
w er e  c o m missi o n e d  b y  t h e A nti o c h  
c h ur c h  t o g o  f ort h o n  missi o n ar y  j o ur
n e ys  pr e a c hi n g  t h e W or d  of  G o d.  I n 
d e cl ari n g  t h e r es urr e ct e d J es us, P a ul  
s ai d, “ T h er ef or e  l et it b e  k n o w n  t o 
y o u,  br et hr e n,  t h at t hr o u g h Hi m  f or
gi v e n ess  of  si ns is pr o cl ai m e d  t o y o u,  
a n d t hr o u g h Hi m  e v er y o n e w h o  b e 
li e v es is fr e e d fr o m all t hi n gs, fr o m 
w hi c h  y o u  c o ul d  n ot  b e  fr e e d t hr o u g h 
t h e L a w  of  M os es ” ( A cts 1 3: 3 8,  3 9).  
T his  gr e at  tr ut h is c o nfir m e d b y  t h e 
A p ostl e  J o h n.  " F or  t h e L a w  w as  gi v e n  
t hr o u g h M os es;  gr a c e  a n d  tr ut h w er e  
r e ali z e d t hr o u g h J es us C hrist "  (J o h n 
1: 1 7).

Gr a c e  is off er e d  t o w h os o e v er  will  
a c c e pt J es us as S a vi or.  It is writt e n,  
u B utt o  e a c h  o n e  of  us  gr a c e  w as  gi v e n  
a c c or di n g  t o t h e m e as ur e  of  C hrist's  
gift * * ( E p h. 4: 7). G o d  h as pr o vi d e d  
a d o pti o n i nt o His  f a mil y f or t h e r e
d e e m e d  t o b e  His  s o ns a n d  d a u g ht ers.  
A c c or di n g  t o His  W or d,  t his is 
"t hr o u g h f ait h i n C hrist  J es us. F or  all  
of  y o u  w h o  w er e  b a pti z e d  i nt o C hrist  
h a v e  cl ot h e d  y o urs el v es  wit h  C hrist n  
( G al. 3: 2 6,  2 7).

G o d's  gr a c e  r e a c h es b e y o n d t h e 
m a n g er  of  B et hl e h e m.  H a v e  y o u  o ut 
gr o w n  t h e cr a dl e ? As  y o u  m o v e  b e 
y o n d  t h e A B C's  of  C hristi a nit y,  l et t h e 
gr a c e  of  t h e m a n g er  b e  a  s pri n g b o ar d 
f or t h e n e w  y e ar  u p o n  w hi c h  y o u  g o  
f ort h. Fill e d  wit h  wis d o m,  b uil d  y o ur  
C hristi a n  c h ar a ct er  as  y o u  c o nti n u e  i n 
G o d's  gr a c e.

T h er e  is a  b ett er d a y  c o mi n g!  C hrist 
m as  is a n i n vit ati o n t o a  c el e br ati o n  
y et  t o c o m e. A n g els  h er al d e d  J es us' 
birt h  i n t h e B et hl e h e m  ni g ht,  a n d  o n e
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— b y  Mi c h a el  F o x  
Atl a nt a  J o ur  n al- C oristil uti o n

B RI TI S H  B E LI E F S
O n e  i n f o ur Britis h  c h ur c h g o ers  d o es n *t  
b eli e v e  i n t h e Vir gi n  Birt h,  a c c or di n g  t o 
a s ur v e y p u blis h e d  i n t h e S u n d a y  E x 
pr ess.  T h e  n ati o n wi d e  p oll,  c o n d u ct e d  
b y  t h e M O RI  I nstit ut e, als o  f o u n d t h at 
o n e  i n 1 0  d o n't  b eli e v e  i n t h e r es urr e c
ti o n of  C hrist,  w hil e  a t hir d of  t h os e 
p oll e d  d o n't  b eli e v e  i n S at a n  or  h ell.

_  A C T S,  N o v e m b er  1 9 9 4,  p.  1 3.

BI B L E S  P E N E T R A T E  T H E  W O R L D  
W hil e  t h e U S  is virt u all y  o v erfl o wi n g  
wit h  n e w  v ersi o ns  a n d  e diti o ns  of  t h e 
Bi bl e,  p e o pl e  ar o u n d  t h e w orl d  c o nti n u e  
t o w ait  t o r e a d t h e W or d  of  G o d  i n t h eir 
o w n  l a n g u a g e. I n Afri c a,  s ai d V ett a  
M e n gist u,  i nt er n ati o n al e x e c uti v e  dir e c 
t or of  t h e I nt er n ati o n al Bi bl e  S o ci et y  i n 
Afri c a,  o v er  1, 8 0 0  m aj orl a n g u a g es e xist  
Of  t h os e, o nl y  2 5 0  h a v e  Bi bl es.  C ur 
r e ntl y i n pr o c ess  ar e  4 0  tr a nsl ati o n pr oj 
e cts  of  l a n g u a g es c o m m o nl y  s p o k e n or  
u n d erst o o d.

— A C T S,  N o v e m b er  1 9 9 4,  p.  1 3.

i z e d st at e b y  st at e, mi cr o c hi p  p et  I D will  b e  a  bl essi n g,  
i n d e e d.

Mi cr o c hi p  I D t e c h n ol o g y is s af e  f or p ets,  a n d  a d v ers e  
r e a cti o ns f oll o wi n g s u b c ut a n e o us i m pl a nt ati o n ar e  e x 
tr e m el y r ar e, s o I s e e n o  r e as o n w h y  y o u  s h o ul d n't  h a v e  
y o ur  c at  “ c hi p p e d. "  Ot h er  r e a d ers mi g ht  as k  f or c hi ps  at  
t h eir l o c al s h elt ers, t h us e n c o ur a gi n g  t h eir us e.

I n ci d e nt all y, mi cr o c hi p  I D's ar e  als o  b ei n g  us e d  o n  
h ors es  a n d  e x p e nsi v e  br e e di n g  st o c k a n d  m a y  s o o n b e  
us e d  o n  c attl e a n d ot h er  f ar m a ni m als t o h el p  tr a c e 
dis e as e  pr o bl e ms — a n d  of  c o urs e,  as  a  h u m a n e  alt er n a 
ti v e t o t h e b ar b ari c  pr a cti c e  of  h ot-ir o n  br a n di n g.

S A F E,  L E G A L,  
A N D  C A N C E R O U S

' T h e sil e n c e y o u  h e ar/  s ai d att or 
n e y  S c ott  S o m er vill e  i n W orl d  t w o 
w e e ks  a g o, “ is t h e o nl y  ar g u m e nt  
t h e y h a v e. "  Mr.  S o m er vill e  w as  
r ef erri n g t o t h e a b orti o n i n d ustr y 
sil e n c e c o n c er ni n g  st u di es li n ki n g 
a b orti o n  wit h  i n cr e as e d ris k of br e ast 
c a n c er;  h e  c o ul d  j ust as  e asil y  h a v e  
b e e n  r ef erri n g t o t h e r e a cti o n i n s o m e 
j o ur n alisti c q u a n ers  t o t h e b o m b 
s h ell  N o v e m b eriss u e  of  t h e J o ur n al  
of  t h e N ati o n al  C a n c er  I nstit ut e. 
T h e  t w o n ot a bl e  e x c e pti o ns: Ti m e  
a n d  N B C's  D at eli n e. s u m m e d 
u p  u [I]t w o ul d  b e  u nf ort u n at e  if t h e 
f all o ut fr o m t h e a b orti o n  w ars  st o ps 
s o m e s ci e ntists fr o m f oll o wi n g u p  
o n  i m p ort a nt cl u es. "  Att e nti o n  m e di a  
w at c h d o gs:  Ifs u p  t o y o u  n ot  t o l et 
t h at h a p p e n.

— W orl d,  N o v.  1 2,  1 9 9 4.  p.  8.

H O M O S E X U A L  C O U N T \ 
A  st u d y of  Britis h  s e x u al b e h a vi or  h as  
f o u n d t h e n u m b er  of  h o m os e x u als  t o b e  
f ar l o w er t h a n pr e vi o usl y  t h o u g ht. A c 
c or di n g  t o S e x u al  B e h a vi or  i n Brit ai n,  
o nl y  1. 1 %  of  Britis h  m e n  r e p ort e d h a v 
i n g a h o m os e x u al  p art n er  d uri n g  t h e 
pr e vi o us  y e ar,  a n d  o nl y  1. 4 %  s ai d t h e y 
h a d  a  m al e  p art n er  at  s o m e  p oi nt  i n t h eir 
lif e, w hil e  6. 1 %  r e p ort e d s o m e s ort of  
" h o m os e x u al e x p eri e n c e, * * a br o a dl y  
d efi n e d  t er m t h at i n cl u d es t o u c hi n g. 
A m o n g  w o m e n,  3. 4 % r e p ort e d a  
“ h o m os e x u al  e x p eri e n c e, "  a n d  1. 7 % h a d  
h a d  a  l es bi a n s e x u al p art n er.  T h e  n u m 
b ers  ar e si g nifi c a ntl y l o w er t h a n t h e 
m u c h- p u bli ci z e d  o n e-i n-t e n  fi g ur e p ut  
f ort h i n t h e 1 9 4 8  Ki ns e y  R e p ort,  b ut  ar e  
i n li n e wit h  ot h er  m or e  r e c e nt st u di es. 
T h e  s ur v e y,  t h e m ost  e x h a usti v e  e v er  of  
Britis h  s e x u al b e h a vi or,  w as  c o n d u ct e d  
i n 1 9 9 0- 9 1  , a n d i n v ol v e d i nt er vi e ws wit h  
1 8, 8 7 6  p e o pl e.

— A C T S,  N o v e m b er  1 9 9 4,  p.  1 3 、

Mi cr o c hi p  I m pl a nt C a n  H el p  L o c at e  Y o ur  L ost  P ets
Q:  R e c e ntl y  o ur  l o c al H u m a n e  S o ci et y  h as  off er e d,  

f or $ 2 5,  a  lif eti m e c o m p ut er  c hi p  t o b e  i nj e ct e d wit h  a  
n e e dl e  b et w e e n  t h e s h o ul d er  bl a d es  of  a  c at  or  d o g.

A p p ar e ntl y,  all n e w  a ni m als  b ei n g  a d o pt e d  g et  a  
c hi p.  N o w  w h e n  str a y a ni m als  ar e  pi c k e d  u p,  t h e y1  r e 
s c a n n e d w h e n  br o u g ht  t o t h e s h elt er.

Pl e as e,  off er  y o ur  t h o u g hts o n  t h es e i m pl a nt e d 
c hi ps. Ar e  t h er e k n o w n  m e di c al  si d e eff e cts ?  If y o u  
h a d a n i n d o or/ o ut d o or c at, w o ul d  y o u h a v e  it 
" c hi p p e d " ?

A : 1  ' m g e n er all y  a g ai nst  n e w  a n d  u n n e c ess ar y  t e c h
n ol o gi es,  as  m ost  r e a d ers of  m y  c ol u m n  k n o w,  b ut  t h e 
mi cr o c hi p  i d e ntifi c ati o n s yst e m y o u  d es cri b e  is a n  
e x c ell e nt  a d v a n c e  i n h el pi n g  wit h  p et  l oss, o w n er  i d e n
tifi c ati o n a n d  p et  t h eft. O n c e  t h e s yst e ms  ar e  st a n d ar d-



" W h o  W o ul d  Miss  Us ? ”

— G ut hri e  Gr o v e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  b ull eti n.

L o v e

— E dit or,  I o w a St at e  N e wsl ett er
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P a ul  us e d  “ a g a p e "  si x ti m es i n E p h esi a ns  5: 2 2- 3 3.  " P hi ・ 
l a d el p h os'' a p p e ars  i n v ers e  ei g ht  of  1 P et er  3: 1- 1 2  a n d  
" P hil a d el p hi a * 9 i n v ers e  o n e  of  H e br e ws  1 3: 1- 4.  T h e  
d e pt hs  of  t h es e ki n ds  of  l o v e ar e  t o filt er t hr o u g h o ut e v er y  
as p e ct  of  C hristi a n  lif e. T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  n e v er  us es  
t h e t er m " er os "  t o d es cri b e  C hristi a n  r el ati o ns hi ps. M ost  
oft e n  i n di c at e d t h e r o m a n c e of  u nr estr ai n e d  d esir e,
t y pi c al of  p a g a n  f ertilit y rit es, t e n di n g t o er o d e  r at h er t h a n 
t o e dif y  g o dl y  r el ati o ns hi ps.

L et  us  s u p p os e t h at l ast S u n d a y's  s er vi c e  w as  t h e l ast 
t h at t his c o n gr e g ati o n  w o ul d  e v er  b e  p er mitt e d  t o h ol d.  
W h o  i n t his c o m m u nit y  w o ul d  miss  us  t h e m ost ?  W o ul d  
t h e p o or ?  T h e  or p h a ns ?  T h e  wi d o ws ?  Or  t h e si n n ers ?  Or  
w o ul d  it p er h a ps  b e  t h e utilit y  c o m p a ni es, t h e c o ntr a c 
t ors, a n d  t h e b uil di n g  s u p pl y  p e o pl e ?  C o mf ort a bl e  b uil d 
i n gs ar e  i m p ort a nt a n d  n e c ess ar y.  B ut  s h o ul d  t h e y b e  o ur  
m aj or  i m p a ct o n  t h e c o m m u nit y ?

Ar e  w e  wi el di n g  t h e pr o p er  f or c es f or g o o d  i n o ur  
c o m m u nit y ?  Ar e  w e  l o v e d a n d  a p pr e ci at e d  b y  t h e p e o pl e  
f or t h e g o o d  t hi n gs w e  ar e  d oi n g ?  I n w h at  w a ys  d o  w e  
t o u c h t h e li v es of  t h os e p e o pl e  o utsi d e  o ur  cir cl e of  
f ell o ws hi p ? Ar e  w e  d oi n g  as  m u c h  as  w e  ar e  c a p a bl e  of  
d oi n g  a n d  s h o ul d b e  d oi n g ?

I n m a n y  w a ys  w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  a s o ci et y f or m ut u al  
e difi c ati o n. O ur  w ors hi p  s er vi c es s h o ul d b e  ti m es of  
m ut u al  e difi c ati o n  a n d  u p b uil di n g.  B ut  w e  s h o ul d  d e p art  
fr o m t h e m t o s er v e  h u m a nit y.  O ur  L or d  w as  d es cri b e d  as  
a  p ers o n  “ w h o  w e nt  a b o ut  d oi n g  g o o d/ *  ( A cts 1 0: 3 8.)  H e  
will  n ot  b e  s atisfi e d wit h  us  if w e  d o  a n y  l ess t h a n f oll o w 
i n his  f o otst e ps ( 1 P et er  2: 2 1).

A  c o nf us e d,  c h a oti c,  c o n v ulsi n g  w orl d,  g as pi n g  f or 
lif e a n d br e at h,  will  n ot  b e  t o u c h e d b y  a t a m e c h ur c h,  
m o ut hi n g  ti m e- w or n cli c h es  a n d  pi o us  pl atit u d es.

T o  aff e ct  a  dirt y  w orl d,  it will  t a k e a  p ur e  c h ur c h;  t o 
i nf e ct a  s a d w orl d,  it will  t a k e a  j o y o us c h ur c h;  t o r a pt ur e

a n a p at h eti c  w orl d,  it will  t a k e a c o n vi ct e d c h ur c h; t o 
c h all e n g e  a  d yi n g  w orl d,  it will  t a k e a  li v e c h ur c h;  t o h e al  
a  si c k w orl d,  it will  t a k e a  w ell  c h ur c h.

It will  t a k e a  c h ur c h  u n afr ai d  of  c a n c er,  u n aff e ct e d  b y  
r o a d bl o c ks, u nfli n c hi n g  i n t h e f a c e of  criti cis m, a n d  
u n m o v e d  b y  p ers e c uti o n.  It will  t a k e a  c h ur c h  t h at d ar es  
t o dr e a m  bi g,  t o w or k  l o n g, t o pr a y  d es p er at el y,  t o pl a n  
c ar ef ull y,  t o fi g ht br a v el y,  t o st or m t h e g at es  of  e vil  a n d  
l et h ar g y. It will  t a k e a  c h ur c h  t h at is u n willi n g  t o c o m pr o 
mis e,  m or e  t h a n willi n g  t o s a crifi c e,  m or e  t h a n r e a d y t o b e  
i n c o n v e ni e n c e d, a n d  m or e  t h a n a n xi o us  t o ris k.

It will  t a k e a  c h ur c h  w h os e  str e n gt h  is e q u al  t o h er  t as k.
It will  t a k e a c h ur c h wit h  G o dl y  g ust o,  pr e v aili n g  

pr a y er,  d e m o nstr ati v e d et er mi n ati o n, a n d vi ct ori o us  
v e nt ur e  t o wi n  t h e b attl e.

It will  t a k e a  c h ur c h  di vi n el y  s e nt, m o vi n g,  pl a n ni n g,  
c o n q u eri n g  wit h  s u p er n at ur al p o w er!

" A g a p e " ( pr o n o u n c e d " a g a p a y ” )is t h e Gr e e k  t er m 
c h os e n  f or G O D L Y  l o v e. It a p p e ars  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  
a b o ut  2 2 0  ti m es i n its v ari e d  n o u n,  v er b  a n d  m o dif yi n g  
f or ms. T his  l o v e fr o m G o d  c a n  o nl y  b e  e x p eri e n c e d  or  
e x pr ess e d  if w e  ar e  r el at e d t o Hi m.

“ P hil a d el p hi a "  a n d si mil ar Gr e e k  t er ms s p e a k of  
B R O T H E R L Y  l o v e. T h es e  c o n c e pts  ar e  ess e nti al  t o t h e 
C hristi a n  lif e a n d  a p p e ar  al m ost  ni n et y  ti m es i n t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt.  T his  t er m of  l o v e m ust  b e  g ui d e d  b y  t h e hi g h er  
f or m, lta g a p e fft t o a v oi d  a  mis g ui d e d  br ot h erl y  aff e cti o n.

F or  i nst a n c e, t h e i nti m a c y of  m arri a g e  is t o pr a cti c e  
tla g a p e "  t o i ns ur e a s u c c essf ul a n d  l asti n g r el ati o ns hi p.



S el e cti o ns  fr oir

♦  *
t o gr a y er
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l e ct u dl r e c o g niti o n of  t h e tr ut h a n d  t h ^ n li vi n g a  lif e t h at c o nf or ms  t o it, w h e n  t h e ^r ut h is n ot  y et  a ct u all y  
， gi v e n  b y  G o d  i nt o o ur  h e arts  a n d  ̂ uls.

^f oll o w  C hj  
o ur  d e di c d

KV

少 -

W h e n  J es us  s e nt  t w o dis ci pl es  t o f et c h a  d o n k e y's  c olt  
o n  P al m  S u n d a y,  t h e y h a d  n o  ot h er  t as k i n t h e w h ol e  
w orl d  m or e  i m p ort a nt t h a n f et c hi n g it. If s o m e o n e h a d  
s ai d t o t h e m, " Y o u ar e  c all e d  t o gr e at er  t hi n gs; a n y o n e  
c a n  f et c h a  d o n k e y, n  a n d  t h e y h a d  n ot  d o n e  it, t h e y w o ul d  
h a v e  b e e n  dis o b e di e nt.  B ut  t h er e w as  n ot hi n g  gr e at er  f or 
t h e m at  t h at m o m e nt  t h a n t o f et c h t h e d o n k e y  f or C hrist.  
F or  m ys elf  a n d  f or e a c h  i n di vi d u al I wis h  t h at w e  mi g ht  
d o  e v er y  t as k, gr e at  or  s m all, i n t his o b e di e n c e.  T h er e  is 
n ot hi n g  gr e at er  t h a n o b e di e n c e  t o C hrist.

a n d  a g ai n.

a  I， i

n ot  c o m pl et e.  O nl y  w h e n  w e  e m pt y  o urs el v es  c o m pl et el y,  w h e n  w e  gi v e  e v e-  
l e w or k.. 4s  l o n g as  w e  w or k  i n o ur  o w n  v a nit y,  w e  will  f ail. C hrist  s h o ws  us  

f ^ ail a n d  st a n d  i n His  w a y,  as  a  c h ur c h  a n d  as  i n di vi d u als. Dis ci pl es hi p

2 4)  ar e  n ot  t a k e n

T hi n gs  g o  wr o n g  i n c h ur c h es  a n d  C hristi 血  c o m n ni-  
一  •.  j 一 一  c • .. ♦

o n e  a n ot h er  b ef or e  bi di n g  a

wit h

7  w a nt  *  e n c o ur a g e  a n y o n e  w h o  f e els dis c o ur a g e d  b e c a us e  of  h a vi n g  m a d e  u ns u c c essf ul  att e m pts  您  华.  二

: o C hri §|ii ^ n .  _ _ _ _ _ _
i mr c a n H( …

h o w  t e nj bl y w e %il  a n d  st a n d  i n His  w a y,  as  a  c h ur c h  a n d  as  i n di vi d u als. Dis ci pl es hi p
» * * • *  —  一- 一 ■  土 — i *二 ，  一 ♦  一

g e n ui n e  a n d  r e m ai ns g e n ui n e,  a n d  t h at w e  d o  n o  m or e — b ut  als o

… _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ — 上 二 一
niti es  ̂ b e c a us e  J es us 〉 w or ds  a b o ut  m a| c S g  p e a c e  wit h

? h  w wss-

>  I A c

.I n a n d  of  o urs el v es  w e  c a n n ot  f oll o w C hrist;  w e  ar e  all  e q u all y  u n a bj e.  B ut  t h at is b e c a us e ' 
坤  t o C hristri ^ n ot  c o m pl et e.  O nl y  w h e n  w e  e m pt y  o urs el v es  c o m pl et el y,  w h e n  w e  gi v e  e v e-  

r yt M A g o ^r  t pjii m; c a n H e  w or k. ^s  l o n g as  w e  w or k  i n o ur  o w n  v a nit y,  w e  will  f ai L C hrist  s h o ws  us

5 is rr ot ^ q u esti o n o P o ur  o w n ^ oi p g; m att er  of  m a ki n g  r o o m f or t h e L or d  s o t h at H e  c a n  li v e i n us.  

H o W  i m p ort a nt itis t h at o ur  lif e is g e n ui n e  a n d  r e m ai ns g e n ui n e,  a n d  t h at w e  d o  n o  m or e — b ut  als o  
n ot  t h e l e ast bit  l ess— t h a n G o d  r e q uir es of  us  at  a n y  m o m e nt!  T h er e  is a  d a n g er  of  c o mi n g  t o a n  i nt el-

> usl y  a p y m oi ^

i n g t o 4ii ^ w or ds： * F p >fi g  t nj Afij e mis w e ^ h o ul d > ot ^ o m e 、

a m o n g us.  J F o o ^ oft e n it h a p p e ns  t h at
* : ― 一 *  *) g et h er.

ti nW e  m ust  Cl e ar  t hi n gs u p  
a n d  a g ai n.

A 2 丁. .专

) o ut m aj cifi g  p e a c  

州 扁 演 M  
. _ n or e Tj es u ^ftirt ^(  

t his, a n d  as  His  f oll d w ers w e  Sir e  e ntrii ^ &  wit h  w

曲 a k e  of  t h e L or d's  S u n p er  u nl ess  t h er e is 
.i c e a m o n g us Tf o p ^ D H e n 「  , 一 , J  

4 t hi n gs ar ej eft  u ni ^s oi v e d  e w h eiij ^J ^ e ^ pr a y  t o g etfi e 
y e  o n e  a n ot h er J^ g ai

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4,  J,



I Di s ci pl e s hi p

h ui wl e  n e a n.

H E R A L Dm m o N

w a nts  t o b e  b a pti z e d  t o as k  hi ms elf,  " A m  I willi n g,  f or t h e s a k e of  J es u S,  t o 
l o v e n ot hi n g  m or e  t h a n Hi m  —  n eit h er  wif e,  p ar e nts,  n or  c hil dr e n  —  s o  t h at 

m y  br ot h 乙

' D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4,  J A N U A R X W 9 5 - !

； art

h e  c a n  li v e i n m e ?  A m  I willi n g  
ers ? ”  If y o u  ar e  n ot,  d o n't  
b e  willi n g  t o di e  f or Hi n ^ Qi  
li v e i n y o ur  h e ar uJ ^  .J S 
ur e.

‘A *

It is b ett er  t o r e m ai n u n b a pti z e d  t h a n t o t a k e t h e st e p h alf- h e art e dl y  f or 
t h e s a k e of  p ar e nts  or  s o m e o n e y o u  l o v e, or  i n or d er  t o fi n d s e c urit y i n 
c h ur c h  m e m b ers hi p.  B a ptis m  m ust  b e  a  p ers o n al  d e cisi o n.  N o  o n ^ c a n  m a k e  
it f or y o u.  Jf e 一  * .

Milli o ns  of  p e o pl e  ar e  b a pti z e d,  b ut  f or m a n y  of  t h e m b a ptis m  is a  c o m 
pl et el y  d e a d  f or m wit h  n o  m e a ni n g  w h ats o e v er.  I w o ul d  a d vi 艇  ifi y d n e A v ^ Q
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N Y

P A

3 2 %
2 4 %

W V

1 9 %

R eli gi o us  pr ef er e n c e

2 8 %

1 6 %

T h e  Mi d w est  oft e n  is d es cri b e d

3 2 % 3 2 %It is u nf ort u n at e t h at w e

h a v e  n o  si mil ar i nf or m ati o n

o n  C a n a d a . S u c h  w o ul d  b e 5 9 % R eli gi o us  pr ef er e n c e
5 6 %

4 2 %
C a n a d a.

Pr ot e st a nt C at h oli c1 5 %
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 1 6 %

 3

3 % 2 %  
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J e wi s h

Rl
-N J
M D

 D C

D E

h el pf ul  i n pl a n ni n g  f or e x p a n 

si o n of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n

B el o n g  t o a  Bi bl e  
st u d y  gr o u p

2 8 %

□  s

— Fr o m  P R R C  E m er gi ni n g  Tr e n ds,  
V ol.  1 6,  N o.  7,  S e pt.  1 9 9 4

B eli e v e  Bi bl e  is a  
c oll e cti o n  of  f a bl es 
a n d  l e g e n ds

B eli e v e  t h e Bi bl e  
is t h e lit er al w or d  
of  G o d

n at e d  b y  Pr ot est a nt  a n d  F u n d a m e n 

t alist b eli efs,  t h e E ast  cl ai ms  m a n y  

a d h er e nts of  t h e C at h oli c,  Ort h o 

d o x,  a n d  J e wis h f ait hs. Its Pr ot es 

t a nts ar e  m or e  li k el y t o pr ef er  m ai n 

str e a m a n d li b er al d e n o mi n ati o ns

I I E ast
■  U. S.  A v er a g e

1 % 2 %

J e wi s h

N o n e:  Mi d w est  8 %.  N ati o n al  9 * ；  Ot h e r:  Mi d w est  3 %,  
Ntti o n al  6 %;  O rt h o d o x:  Mi d w est  1  %,  N ati o n al  1  %

B eli e v e  t h e Bi bl e  
is t h e lit er al w or d  
of  G o d

t h a n t h e F u n d a m e nt alist  p ers u a 

si o ns t h at ar e s o pr e v al e nt  els e 

w h er e.

C o m p ar e d  t o ot h er  r e gi o ns of  t h e 

n ati o n  w hi c h  s o oft e n  ar e d o mi-

as  t h e " h e artl a n d "  of  A m eri c a,  a n d  

fr o m o ur  p ers p e cti v e  of  c o n d u cti n g  

m a n y  s ur v e ys  o n  t h e r eli gi o us atti 

t u d es a n d  b e h a vi or  of  t h e p e o pl e  of  

t h e r e gi o n, t h e d es cri pti o n  fits w ell.

C o nsi d er  s elf 
u b or n  a g ai n n or  
e v a n g eli c al  

2 8 %

E a st  R e m ai n s  Li b er al
R e si d e nt s  of  t h e E a st  t e n d t o h ol d  m or e  

li b er al r eli gi o u s b eli ef s  t h a n t h e r e st of  t h e U nit e d  
St at e s  a n d  hi g h er  pr o p orti o n s  of  C at h oli c s  a n d  
J e w s  li v e i n t h e E a st.  

I I Mi d w est
■  U. S.  A v er a g e

B eli e v e  Bi bl e  Is a  
c oll e cti o n  of  f a bl es 
a n d  l e g e n ds

丝  1 6 %
 

2 8 %

2 6 %

2 8 %  
— 2 6 %

B el o n g  t o a  Bi bl e  
st u d y  gr o u p

2 9 %  2 8 %

Q  I

C o nsi d er  s elf 
" b or n  a g ai n n or  
e v a n g eli c al  

4 2 %

' H e artl a n d' R eli gi o n
Mi d w e st er n er s  cl o s el y  r efl e ct t h e 
n ati o n al  a v er a g e  i n r eli gi o u s b eli ef s  
a n d  t h eir l e v el of  p arti ci p ati o n  i s 
g e n er all y  hi g h er  t h a n t h e E a st  or  W e st  
b ut  sli g htl y  l o w ert h a n i n t h e S o ut h.

5 6 %
4 3 %.

Dl  Di
Pr ot e st a nt C at h oli c
N o n e.  E asi  9 %,  N ati o n al  9 %;  Ot h e r  E ast  7 %,  
N ati o n *!  6 %;  Oti h o d o x:  E ast  2 %,  N ati o n al  1  %
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V A
K Y

T N
O K A R

M S

T X

3 2 %

7 0 % R eli gi o us  pr ef er e n c e

5 6 %

4 2 %

1 5 %

A K

W A

M T< ?

o p e n  i n O R
I D

W Y

N V U T
C O

C A

A Z N M3 2 %

1 9 %
R eli gi o us  pr ef er e n c e

4 8 %

3 3 %
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HI  C >

2 % 2 %

J e wi s h

1 % 2 %  

J e wi s h

B eli e v e  t h e Bi bl e  
is t h e lit er al w or d  
of  G o d

B eli e v e  Bi bl e  is a  
c oll e cti o n  of  f a bl es 
a n d  l e g e n ds

I I S o ut h
H  U. S.  A v er a g e

B el o n g  t o a  Bi bl e  
st u d y  gr o u p  

2 9 %

C o nsi d er  s elf 
" b or n  a g ai n ”  or  
e v a n g eli c al  

5 8 %

T h e  S o ut h er n  st at es u n d o u bt 

e dl y  c o nt ai n  t h e gr e at est  c o n c e n 

tr ati o n a n d  hi g h est  l e v els of  r eli

gi o us  f er v or i n A m eri c a.  C o nsis 

t e ntl y o v er  t h e y e ars  t h e p e o pl e  of  

t h e S o ut h  h a v e  r a n k e d at  t h e t o p 

— oft e n  b y  wi d e  m ar gi ns  —  i n 

r e gi o n al c o m p aris o ns  of  r eli gi o us 

attit u d es, b eli efs,  a n d b e h a vi or,  

as  m e as ur e d  b y  G all u p  s ur v e ys.

B eli e v e  t h e Bi bl e  
is t h e lit er al w or d  
of  G o d  

4 6 %

D

T h er e  is n o  q u esti o n  t h at r eli

gi o us  b eli ef  a n d  pr a cti c e  i n t h e W est  

fr e q u e ntl y diff ers  fr o m t h at f o u n d 

i n t h e r est of  t h e c o u ntr y.  P arti ci p a 

ti o n l e v els us u all y  ar e  t h e l o w est of  

a n y r e gi o n. Still,  t h e y ar e hi g h  

c o m p ar e d t o t h os e of  t h e i n h a bi

t a nts of  m a n y  ot h er  p arts  of  t h e 

w orl d.  T h e  h e a dli n es  a n d st ori es 

a b o ut  t h e bi z arr e  pr a cti c es  of  r eli

gi o us  c ults  a n d  fri n g e gr o u ps  o n  t h e 

W est  c o ast  c a n  o bs c ur e  t h e f a ct t h at 

t h e m aj orit y  of  r esi d e nts of  t h e ar e a  

still h ol d  r eli gi o us b eli efs  t h at us u 

all y  ar e  si mil ar  t o w h at  is pr a cti c e d  

els e w h er e i n t h e U nit e d  St at es,  if 

n ot  al w a ys  wit h  t h e s a m e  i nt e nsit y.

2 1 %

1 6 %

 

B eli e v e  Bi bl e  is a  
c oll e cti o n  of  f a bl es 
a n d  l e g e n ds

1 6 %
 

2 8 %

N C

A L  I G A/  I

2 6 %  is % m
Pr ot e st a nt C at h oli c

N o n e:  S o ut h  7 %,  N ati o n al  9 %;  Ot h e r  S o ut h  5 «,  
N at  5 %;  O rt h o d o x  &  M o r m o n:  S o ut h  1 %,  Nil.  1 %

C o nsi d er  s elf 
" b or n  a g ai n ”  or  
e v a n g eli c al  

4 2 %

R eli gi o n:
W e st er n  St yl e
W e st er n er s  t e n d t o b e  m or e  
t h eir r eli gi o u s b eli ef s  wit h  l o w er 
r eli gi o u s p arti ci p ati o n  t h a n t h e r e st of  
t h e U nit e d  St at e s.

 W est

■  U. S.  A v er a g e

B el o n g  t o a  Bi bl e  
st u d y  gr o u p

2 8 %

S o ut h er n  St yl e  R eli gi o n
S o ut h er n er s  t e n d t o b e  m or e  c o n s er v ati v e  i n 
t h eir r eli gi o u s b eli ef s  w h e n  c o m p ar e d  t o t h e r e st 
of  t h e c o u ntr y  a n d  9 9 %  pr of e s s  t o b eli e v e  i n 
G o d  a s  c o m p ar e d  t o 9 4 %  n ati o n all y. F-

2 5 %  2 6 %

Pr ot e st a nt C at h oli c
N o n e:  W est  1 5 %,  N ati o n al  9 %;  Ot h e r:  W c »t  5 %,  
N a u  5 %;  O rt h o d o x  &  M o r m o n:  W est  4 %,  N i l 1  %
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Is J es us G o d  or

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4,  J A N U A R Y, 1 9 9 5T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  II E R A L D 1 6

u A p p ar e ntl y  P a ul  di d n ot  c all J es us G o d "  ( S y d n e y C a v e,  
D o ctri n e  of  t h e P ers o n  of  C hrist,  p.  4 8).

B y  J o y c e  
H o us m a n

O pi ni o ns  ar e di vi d e d.  W h at  is ast o nis hi n g is t h at m a n y  
c ar el essl y  ass u m e  t h at t h e p o p ul ar,  m aj orit y  o pi ni o n  is t h e ri g ht 
o n e.  I nst e a d of  c arr yi n g  o ut  a t h or o u g h i n v esti g ati o n of  t h e 
q u esti o n  t h e y si m pl y si d e wit h  t h e vi e w  w hi c h  s e e ms t o h a v e  
t h e ri g ht a ut h oriti es  b a c ki n g  it. T his  pr o c e d ur e  is irr ati o n al. T h e  
i nt elli g e nt a p pr o a c h t o t h e q u esti o n,  u W h o  is J es us " is t o 
e x a mi n e  all  t h e e vi d e n c e  t h or o u g hl y a n d  pr a y erf ull y.

O n  w h at  b asis  d o  s o m a n y  s e e m  t o t hi n k t h at Bill y  Gr a h a m,  
f or e x a m pl e,  r at h er t h a n u ni v ersit y  pr of ess ors  of  t h e ol o g y, h as  
t h e ri g ht a ns w er t o t h e q u esti o n  of  J es us' i d e ntit y ? Bill y  
Gr a h a m  h as  a d mitt e d t h at h e  d o es  n ot  c o nsi d er hi ms elf  a  
t h e ol o gi a n a n d  t h at h e  wis h e d  t h at h e  c o ul d  h a v e  gi v e n  m or e  
ti m e t o st u d y. Y et  w h e n  Gr a h a m's  arti cl e,  u W h o  is J es us ? " 
( D e cisi o n, A pril  1 9 9 4)  c o n cl u d es t h at “ J es us is G o d.  O ur  
e art hl y  li v es a n d  o ur  et er n al  d esti ni es  d e p e n d  o n  o ur  b eli ef  i n 
t h at f a ct/ * m a n y  a p p e ar  t o c o nsi d er  t h e q u esti o n  cl os e d.  W h at,  
h o w e v er,  if t h e y h a d  c o ns ult e d  a  wi d er  r a n g e of  a ut h oriti es:

u P a ul  h a bit u all y  diff er e nti at es  C hrist  fr o m G o d "  ( C.J. C a d o u x, 
A  Pil gri m's  F urt h er  Pr o gr ess,  p.  4 0).
u P a ul  n e v er  e q u at es  J es us  wit h  G o d ,, ( J h e Pr o bl e m  of  C hrist  i n 
t h e T w e nti et h  C e nt ur y,  W. R.  M att h e ws,  p.  2 2).
" P a ul  n e v er  gi v es  t o C hrist  t h e n a m e  or  d es cri pti o n  of  G o d "  ( C. 
A n d ers o n  S c ott,  Di cti o n ar y  of  i h e A p ost oli c  C h ur c h,  V ol.  I, p.  
1 9 4).
u W h e n  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  writ ers  s p e a k of  J es us C hrist,  t h e y 
d o  n ot  s p e a k  of  Hi m  n or  d o  t h e y t hi n k of  Hi m  as  G o d "  (J. M. 
Cr e e d,  T h e  Di vi nit y  of  J es us  C hrist,  p.  2 2).
“ K arl  R a h n er  p oi nts  o ut  wit h  s o  m u c h  e m p h asis  t h at t h e S o n  i n 
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  is n e v er  d es cri b e d  as * h o  t h e os * ( G o d)”  
( A. T. H a ns o n,  Gr a c e  a n d  Tr ut h).
" T h e  cl e ar  e vi d e n c e  of  J o h n  is t h at J es us  vi g or o usl y  r ef us es t h e 
cl ai m  t o b e  G o d  or  His  s u bstit ut e ”  (J. A. T. R o bi ns o n,  T w el v e  
M or e  N e w  T est a m e nt  St u di es,  p p.  1 7 5- 6).
" T h e writ er  of  R e v el ati o n  c arri es  t h e e q u ati n g  of  C hrist  wit h  
G o d  t o t h e f u n h est p oi nt  s h ort  of  m a ki n g  t h e m et er n all y  e q u al.  
Clirist  is still lt h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e cr e ati o n  of  G o d'  ( 7: 1 4) b y;  
w hi c h  is pr o b a bl y  t o b e  u n d erst o o d  t h at H e  Hi ms elf  w as  p art  or

j o h ns, b o ots,  w o ol  mitt e ns,  h e a v y  j a c k ets, a n d  s c ar v es f or 
a m o nt h  or  s o. H o w e v er,  c arr yi n g t e n p o u n ds  of  wi nt er  
cl ot hi n g  d o es n't  k e e p  us  fr o m t a ki n g c ar e  of  o ur  h u n gr y  
a ni m als  or  fr o m e nj o yi n g  h y m n  si n gs,  C hrist m as  pr o gr a ms  
at c h ur c h a n d s c h o ol, sl ei g h ri d es a n d t h e us u al  pr e 
C hrist m as  f esti viti es. W e  m a y  h a v e  r e d n os es  ( a n ort h er n  
cli m at e  s y n dr o m e)  a n d  c ol d  fi n g ers b ut  w e  h a v e  t his s e as o n 
t h at G o d  gi v es  us. Wit h  His  pr ot e cti o n  w e'll  m a k e  it 
t hr o u g h t o s pri n g o n c e  m or e.  r h

T h e  wi nt er  wi n ds  h o wl * r o u n d t h e 
c o m er  of  m y  h o us e  m a ki n g  pr o mis es.  It 
b e ars  t h e li g ht fl a k es of  e arl y  s n o wf alls  t o 
c o v er  t h e r a v a g es of  t h e h ar d  fr e e z e w hi c h  
m a d e  all t h e pl a nt  lif e a  u nif or m  br o w n.  
N ot  a s mi d g e n of  c ol or i n m y  fl o w er 
g ar d e ns,  n o  s m all a ni m als  or  f o wl w a n 
d er  t h e b ar n  y ar d.  Il's a li m e f or e v er y 
t hi n g t o li v e i n d o ors. T h e  air  is c ol d,  t h e 

gr o u n d  w hit e,  a n d  it's b e a utif ul.
It's ti m e t o f ertili z e t h os e h o us e pl a nts,  r e p ot a  f e w, a n d  

t al k t e n d erl y t o t h e m t o e n c o ur a g e  t h e m t o bl oss o m.
T h e  s e wi n g  m a c hi n e  s h o ul d b e  m y  l o n e c o m p a ni o n  b e 

c a us e  C hrist m as  is a' c o mi n g  a n d  t h e gr a n d c hil dr e n's  gifts  
n e e d  t o b e  s e w n.  I l o v e t h e bri g ht,  e as y  t o c ar e  f or f a bri cs f or 
s al e  t h es e d a ys.  It's h ar d  n ot  t o b u y  t o o m u c h  f a bri c. T h at's  
o n e  pl a c e  w h er e  I c a n  b e  m u c h  t o e xtr a v a g a nt  f or m y  p o c k 
et b o o k.  B esi d es  t h e m o n e y  s p e nt,  w h er e  o n  e art h  c a n  I st or e 
w h at  I b u y  u ntil  i ns pir ati o n m o v es  m e  t o s e w it ?

C hrist m as  m e a ns  f a mil y, a n d  t h at m e a ns  I'll b e  cl e a ni n g  
h o us e  q uit e  oft e n.  Hi k e  t o h a v e  s o m e  b a k e d  g o o di es  i n t h e 
fr e e z er, h a n d y  f or dr o p-i n  c o m p a n y. S o  I' d b ett er  s p e n d 
e xtr a  ti m e i n t h e kit c h e n.  T h e  c o nf usi o n a n d c o m m oti o n  
t h at a c c o m p a n y  t his j o y o us ti m e c ert ai nl y  k e e p  m e  fr o m 
b ei n g  b or e d  wit h  wi nt er!

H er e  i n Mi n n es ot a  w e' v e  alr e a d y  b e e n  li vi n g i n l o n g-



t h e S o n  of  G o d ?
t h e cr e ati o n "  ( C. A n d ers o n  S c ott,  Di cti o n ar y  of  t h e A p ost oli c  
C h ur c h,  V ol.  I, p.  1 8 5).
"I n  A cts  2: 3 4, 3 5  it is t h e attri b ut e  of  l or ds hi p w hi c h  is gi v e n  t o 
J es us;  H e  is n ot  e q u at e d  wit h  Y a h w e h ”  ( H o w ar d M ars h all,  t h e 
T y n d al e  C o m m e nt ar y  o n  A cts,  p.  8 0).
"J es us is n ot  G o d  b ut  G o d's  r e pr es e nt ati v e, a n d as  s u c h, s o

—  y  A nt h o n y  B uzz ar d

F or  a  c o m pl et e  i n v esti g ati o n of  t h e m ost  if n p ort ai u q u esti o n  
a b o ut  w h o  G o d  is, writ e  f or T H E  D O C T RI N E  O F  T H E  T RI N 
I T Y ( 1 9 9 4, 1 7 2  p a g es),  b y  A nt h o n y  B uzz ar d  a n d  C h arl es  
H u nti n g,  a v ail a bl e  fr o m Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  P. O.  B o x  
1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0,

c o m pl et el y  a n d  t ot all y a cts  o n  G o d's  b e h alf  t h at h e  st a n ds i n 
G o d's  st e a d b ef or e  t h e w orl d. ... T h e  G os p el  of  J o h n cl e arl y  
st at es t h at G o d  a n d  J es us ar e  n ot  t o b e  u n d erst o o d  as  i d e nti c al 
p ers o ns,  as i n 1 4: 3 8,  't h e F at h er  is gr e at er  t h a n I.' " (J a c o b 
J er v ell,  J es us  a n d  t h e G os p el  of  J o h n.  p.  2 1).

T h e  tr ai n e d pr of essi o n al  Bi bl e  s c h ol ar is n ot  n e c ess aril y  
wr o n g.  A b o v e  ar e  e x a m pl es  of  t h e fi n di n gs of  s o m e of  t h e 
bri g ht est  st u d e nts of  S cri pt ur e.  All  h a v e  t h eir d o ct or at e  i n t h e 
fi el d of  t h e B  i bl e a n d  its i nt er pr et ati o n. S h o ul d n't  t h eir v oi c e  b e  
h e ar d ?  P o p ul ar  r eli gi o n h as  f or t o o l o n g bli n d e d  t h e mi n ds  of  
si n c er e  c h ur c h- g o ers  t o alt er n ati v e  vi e ws  o n  m aj or  t h e ol o gi c al 
iss u es. R h
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S P R E A DI N G  S O M E  W A R M T H  I N T H E  C O L D

B y  G a y e  Dill e y

w e

p ut  o n  a  bi g  di n n er  f or a n y o n e  w h o  w as  al o n e  or  l o n el y. W e  
h a d  n o  i d e a h o w  m a n y  p e o pl e  w o ul d  c o m e or  e v e n if 
a n y o n e  w o ul d  c o m e.  W e  p ut a n a di n  t h e l o c al p a p er  a n d  w e  
h a d  ar o u n d  6 0  p e o pl e.  W h at  a w o n d erf ul  d a y.  W e  d e c o 
r at e d a  C hrist m as  tr e e ( m a d e h o m e m a d e  or n a m e nts),  h a d  
h ors  d' o e u vr e,  s er v e d a  l ar g e di n n er  wit h  e v er yt hi n g  p os 
si bl e, a n d  t h e n s a n g C hrist m as  c ar ols.  Of  c o urs e  d ess ert  
w as  t h e l ast, b ut  d efi nit el y  n ot  t h e l e ast.

O n e  of  m y  r e as o ns f or d oi n g  t his, asi d e  fr o m w a nti n g  t o 
r e a c h o ut,  w as  s o m e w h at  s elfis h. I w a nt e d  t o t e a c h m y  s o n 
( n o w 1 2)  t h at C hristi n as  w as  m u c h  m or e  t h a n e ati n g  a n d  
g etti n g  pr es e nts.  I w a nt e d  hi m  t o k n o w  t h at gi vi n g  of  
y o urs elf,  as  C hrist  di d,  c o ul d  bri n g  y o u  m u c h  m or e  pl e as 
ur e  t h a n a n y gift  c o ul d. W e  t o o k p art  of  o ur  C hrist m as  
m o n e y,  w hi c h  w e  w o ul d  h a v e  s p e nt  o n  gifts  f or e a c h  ot h er,  
a n d  us e d  it t o h el p  p a y  f or t h e f o o d w e  s er v e d. W e  b ot h  
c a m e  a w a y  fr o m t h at d a y  f e eli n g s o  fill e d wit h  G o d's  l o v e 
t h at w e  st art e d pl a n ni n g  f or t h e n e xt  y e ar.

W e  still h a v e  o ur  tr a diti o n al C hrist m as,  at h o m e  o n  
C hrist m as  E v e,  b ut  h o p ef ull y  o n  C hrist m as  D a y  w e  will  b e  
a bl e  t o c o nti n u e  t o gi v e  t o t h os e w h o  ar e  l ess f ort u n at e 一  
n ot  b y  gi vi n g  all  t h at m u c h,  j ust a  littl e of  o urs el v es.

W h e n  I t hi n k of  t h e C hrist m as  S e as o n,  I g et  a  v er y  w ar m  
f e eli n g i nsi d e. I s u p p os e  t h at is b e c a us e  w h e n  I gr e w  u p,  n o  
m att er  w h at,  o ur  f a mil y w as  t o g et h er o n  C hrist m as  E v e.  W e  
w o ul d  h a v e  a  l ar g e w o n d erf ul  s u p p er a n d  t h e n aft er  e v er y 
o n e  h el p e d  t o cl e a n  u p,  w e  w o ul d  all  sit  ar o u n d  t h e tr e e a n d  
o p e n  gifts.  I al w a ys  h a d  a s e c ur e f e eli n g t h at w e  w o ul d  
al w a ys  b e  t o g et h er at  C hrist m as.

W e  k e pt  t h at tr a diti o n e v e n  aft er  w e  gr e w  u p  a n d h a d  
f a mili es of  o ur  o w n.  O n  r ar e o c c asi o ns  n ot  e v er y o n e  w as  
a bl e  t o b e  t h er e f or C hrist m as  b e c a us e  of  b ei n g  i n t h e ar m y  
or  i n t h e h os pit al.  B ut  I c a n  o nl y  t hi n k of  a  f e w ti m es w h e n  
t his o c c urr e d.

As  I' v e gr o w n  ol d er,  I h a v e  al w a ys  w a nt e d  t o r e a c h o ut  
t o p e o pl e  w h o  ar e  l ess f ort u n at e t h a n m ys elf  a n d  tr y t o gi v e  
t h e m s o m e of  t h e w ar m  f e eli n gs t h at I w as  s o f ort u n at e t o 
h a v e  as a c hil d. I h a v e  n e v er  h a d  a n o v er a b u n d a n c e  of  
m o n e y,  s o  I w as n't  s ur e  h o w  t o d o  s o m et hi n g  li k e t h at— or  
e v e n  w h er e  t o st art 一  u ntil  l ast y e ar  ar o u n d  S e pt e m b er.  I 
w as  t al ki n g t o a  l a d y i n o ur  c h ur c h  a n d  e x pr ess e d  m y  d esir e  
t o r e a c h o ut.  S h e  s ai d t h at s h e a n d  h er  f a mil y h a d  t al k e d 
a b o ut  d oi n g  di e  s a m e  t hi n g. H a,  h a!  W h er e  t h er e is a  will,  
G o d  will  fi n d a  w a y.

W e  p ut  o ur  h e a ds  t o g et h er, a n d  l ast C hrist m as  D a y
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J ust as  m a n  is d esti n e d  t o di e  o n c e,  a n d  

aft er  t h at t o f a c e j u d g m e nt, s o C hrist  w as  

s a crifi c e d  t o di e  o n c e  t o t a k e a w a y  t h e si ns 

of  m a n y  p e o pl e;  a n d  h e  will  a p p e ar  a  s e c

o n d  ti m e, n ot  t o b e ar  si n, b ut  t o bri n g  

s al v ati o n t o t h os e w h o  ar e  w aiti n g  f or hi m.

H e br e ws  9: 2 7, 2 8

I s a w h e a v e n  st a n di n g o p e n  a n d t h er e 

b ef or e  m e  w as  a  w hit e  h ors e,  w h os e  ri d er is 

c all e d F ait hf ul  a n d Tr u e.  Wit h  j usti c e h e  

j u d g es a n d m a k es  w ar.  His  e y es ar e li k e 

bl a zi n g  fir e, a n d o n  his  h e a d ar e m a n y  

cr o w ns.  H e  h as  a  n a m e  writt e n  o n  hi m  t h at 

n o  o n e  b ut  h e  hi ms elf k n o ws.  H e  is dr ess e d  

i n a  r o b e di p p e d  i n bl o o d,  a n d  his  n a m e  is 

t h e W or d  of  G o d.  T h e  ar mi es of  h e a v e n  

w er e  f oll o wi n g hi m,  ri di n g o n  w hit e  h ors es  

a n d  dr ess e d  i n fi n e li n e n, w hit e  a n d  cl e a n.  

O ut  of his  m o ut h  c o m es  a  s h ar p  s w or d wit h  

w hi c h  t o stri k e d o w n  t h e n ati o ns.  " H e will  

r ul e t h e m wit h  a n  ir o n s c e pt er. " H e  tr e a ds 

t h e wi n e pr ess  of  t h e f ur y of  t h e wr at h  of  

G o d  Al mi g ht y.  O n  his  r o b e a n d  o n  his  t hi g h 

h e  h as  t his n a m e  writt e n:  KI N G  O F  KI N G S  

A N D  L O R D  O F  L O R D S.

" At t h at ti m e if a n y o n e s a ys t o y o u,  

T o o k,  h er e  is t h e C hrist !' or,  ' T h er e h e  is! * 

d o  n ot  b eli e v e  it. F or  f als e C hrists  a n d  f als e 

pr o p h ets  will  a p p e ar a n d p erf or m  gr e at  

mir a cl es  a n d  si g ns  t o d e c ei v e  e v e n  t h e el e ct  

— if t h at w er e  p ossi bl e.  S e e,  I h a v e  t ol d 

y o u  a h e a d  of  ti m e. S o  if a n y o n e  t ells y o u,  

' T h er e h e  is, o ut  i n t h e d es ert,'  d o  n ot  g o  

o ut,  or  ' H er e h e  is, i n t h e i n n er r o o ms/ d o  

n ot  b eli e v e  it. F or  as  t h e li g ht ni n g c o m es  

fr o m t h e e ast  a n d  fl as h es t o t h e w est,  s o  will  

b e  t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e S o n  of  M a n. "

M att h e w  2 4: 2 3- 2 7

“ ・ ・ ・  a n d t h at h e  m a y  s e n d t h e C hrist,  

w h o  h as  b e e n  a p p oi nt e d f or y o u  —  e v e n  

J es us. H e  m ust  r e m ai n i n h e a v e n  u ntil  t h e 

ti m e c o m es  f or G o d  t o r est or e e v er yt hi n g,  

as  h e  pr o mis e d  l o n g a g o  t hr o u g h his  h ol y  

pr o p h ets. "  A cts  3: 2 0,  2 1

" M e n  of  G alil e e, M  t h e y s ai d,  “ w h y  d o  y o u  

st a n d h er e  l o o ki n g i nt o t h e s k y ? T his  s a m e 

J es us, w h o  h as  b e e n  t a k e n fr o m y o u  i nt o 

h e a v e n,  will  c o m e  b a c k  i n t h e s a m e  w a y  y o u  

h a v e  s e e n hi m  g o  i nt o h e a v e n. " A cts  1: 1 1

u Y o u  will  b e  wit h  c hil d  a n d  gi v e  birt h  t o 

a s o n, a n d y o u  ar e t o gi v e  hi m  t h e n a m e  

J es us.  H e  will  b e  gr e at  a n d  will  b e  c all e d  t h e 

S o n  of  t h e M ost  Hi g h.  T h e  L or d  G o d  will  

gi v e  hi m  t h e t hr o n e of his  f at h er D a vi d,  a n d  

h e  will  r ei g n o v er  t h e h o us e  of  J a c o b f or

e v er;  his  ki n g d o m  will  n e v er  e n d. "

L u k e  1: 3 1- 3 3



1.  W h at  C hil d  is t his, w h o,  l ai d t o r est,

1 ft

r
cr oss

1

of  
of
of

s o n
s o n
s o n

M a
M a
M a

h ast e,  
h ail,  
j o y.

h ast e  t o bri n g hi m l a u d, t h e b a b e,  t h e
h ail  t h e W or d  m a d e  fl es h, t h e b a b e,  t h e
j o y,  f or C hrist  is b or n,  t h e b a b e,  t h e

w h o m  a n - g els gr e et  wit h  a n-t h e ms  s w e et, w hil e  s h e p- h er ds w at c h  ar e k e e p  - i n g ? 
G o o d  C hris-ti a ns,  f e ar; f or si n - n ers h er e t h e si - l e nt W or d  is pl e a d  -i n g. 
T h e Ki n g  of ki n gs s al - v a  - ti o n bri n gs; l et l o v - i n g h e arts  e n-t hr o n e  hi m.

W h at  C hil d  Is T his ?
S o  t h e y h urri e d  off  a n d  f o u n d M ar y  a n d  J otf p h,  a n d  t h e b a b y,  w h o  u < u  l yi n g i n t h e m a n g er.  L k.  2: 1 6

o n  
2.  W h y  li es h e i n s u c h m e a n  es  - t at e w h er e  o x a n d ass ar e
3.  S o  bri n g  hi m i n - c e ns e, g ol d,  a n d m yrr h,  c o m e,  p e as- a nt,  ki n g,  t o

尊  
is C hrist  t h e Ki n g,  w h o m  s h e p- h er ds g u ar d a n d a n  - g els  si n g; 

b e b or n e f or m e,  f or y o u;  
hi g h, t h e vir - gi n si n gs h er l ul - l a - b y;

T his, t his
N ails,  s p e ar s h all pi er c e  hi m  t hr o u g h, t h e
R ais e,  r ais e t h e s o n g o n

M a  - r y s l a p is sl e e p-i n g, 
f e e d - i n g ? 
o w n hi m.
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B y  G ar y  T ur n er,  

R o c kf or d,  Illi n ois

H E  T E L E P H O N E  R A N G  
a n d a v oi c e  o n  t h e ot h er  
e n d  s ai d,  u Mrs. T ur n er,  t his 
is D C F S  ( D e p art m e nt of  
C hil dr e n  a n d  F a mil y  S er v 

i c es). W e h a v e  a  t w o y e ar ol d.  Will  y o u 
t a k e hi m ? "  Gl e n d a  a n d I h a d b e e n  
f ost er p ar e nts  f or f o ur y e ars.  W e  b ot h  
w or k e d  o utsi d e  t h e h o m e  a n d  h a d  s ai d 
w e  w o ul d  o nl y  t a k e s c h o ol a g e d  c hil 
dr e n.  W e  fir ml y r est at e d o ur  p oli c y,  
b ut  b y  t h e e n d  of  t h e c o n v ers ati o n  h a d  
a gr e e d  t o t a k e a  l o o k at  t his littl e g u y.  
W e  w e nt  o v er  t o g et h er a n d,  i n a n  i n
st a nt,  w e  a gr e e d.  O ur  li v es w er e  a b o ut  
t o c h a n g e  f or e v er.

u Littl e  J o h n” 】 c a m e t o o ur  h o m e  
a n d  w as  i m m e di at el y t h e littl e br ot h er  
t o o ur  f o ur c hil dr e n.  H e  w as  a  t err or! 
H e  c o ul d n *t t al k. H e  w as  e xtr e m el y  
a cti v e a n d i nt o e v er yt hi n g. H e  bit  
a n y o n e w h o  pi c k e d  hi m  u p,  a n d h e  
si n gl e- h a n d e dl y  d estr o y e d  all  t h e dr a w 
ers  i n t w o a nti q u e  dr ess ers.  H e  h at e d  
his  c ar  s e at, s o e v er y w h er e  w e  dr o v e  
h e  s cr e a m e d  at  t h e t o p of his  l u n gs. W e  
e nr oll e d  hi m  i n a  d a y  c ar e  t h at w or k e d  
wit h  dis a bl e d  c hil dr e n. S o o n  h e  w as  
e x p ell e d;  w e  w er e  as k e d  n e v er  t o bri  n g  
hi m  b a c k.  W h e n  h e  w e nt  t o b e d  at  
ni g ht  w e  w er e  e x h a ust e d,  b ut  st a y e d 
u p  t o e nj o y  t h e p e a c e  a n d  q ui et.  T h e n,

t a k e hi m ? ”  M y  h e art  j u m p e d, a n d  t his . 
ti m e I a gr e e d  i n a  fl as h. Littl ej o h n  w as  ・  
c o mi n g h o m e.  T h e  s e c o n d y e ar  h e  
li v e d wit h  us w as  m u c h  diff er e nt.  
Alt h o u g h  h e still c o ul d n't t al k, h e  
s ettl e d i nt o o ur  r o uti n e a n d  b e c a m e  a  
j o y t o h a v e  ar o u n d.  A  fri e n d w as  o p e n 
i n g a d a y  c ar e, a n d s h e w or k e d  w ell  
wit h  J o h n. S h e  w as  p ati e nt  a n d  u n d er 
st a n di n g, a n d  h e  l o v e d it t h er e. H e  n o  
l o n g er s cr e a m e d i n t h e c ar, a n d h e  
di d n't  dri v e  us  cr a z y  w h e n  w e  w e nt  
o ut  i n p u bli c.  H e  w as  n o w  a n a cti v e  
f o ur y e ar  ol d.  B ut  it di d n't  l ast l o n g. 
A g ai n,  t h e s yst e m s e nt hi m  h o m e. 2  
A g ai n,  w e  gri e v e d  f or t his littl e b o y.  
B ut  t his ti m e Gl e n d a  a n d I k n e w  w e  
h a d  t o t a k e a  diff er e nt  a p pr o a c h. W e  
fi g ur e d t h at if w e  w er e  g oi n g  t o s e e 
t his c hil d  a g ai n  v v e  n e e d e d  t o b efri e n d  
his  p ar e nts  a n d  g et  t o k n o w  t h e m. T h at  
w as  h ar d!

It w as  l at e wi nt er  or  e arl y  s pri n g. 
Eit h er  w a y  it w as  c ol d  o utsi d e.  I s p ot
t e d J o h n's D a d  fr o m m y  c ar, w al ki n g  
b esi d e  t h e str e et. I t h o u g ht a b o ut  dri v ・.  
i n g o n  b y  hi m;  h e  w o ul d n ^t  e v e n  k n o w ，  
1 w as  ar o u n d.  B ut  I di d n't.  I st o p p e d, 
r oll e d d o w n  t h e wi n d o w  a n d as k e d  
hi m  if h e  w o ul d  li k e a ri d e. H e  a c 
c e pt e d  wit h  s o m e h esit a n c y.  H e  w as  
d oi n g  o d d  j o bs i n t h e ar e a a n d w as  
w al ki n g  s o m e dist a n c e  t o g et  a  b ottl e  
of  p o p  at  a  gr o c er y  st or e. Wliil e  I w as  
w aiti n g  f or hi m  i n t h e p ar ki n g  l ot, G o d  
s p o k e  t o m e  a n d  s ai d,  " T a k e  hi m  o ut  t o 
l u n c h.” I wi n c e d  a n d t h o u g ht, “ N ot  
m e!  N ot  t h e w a y  h e's  dr ess e d  a n d  
s m ells. ”  B ut  I di d. W e  w e nt  t o W e n d y's  
a n d pr o b a bl y  f or t h e first ti m e i n his  
lif e, s o m e o n e b o u g ht  hi m  l u n c h. H e  
o p e n e d  u p  a n d  b e g a n  t o t al k a n d  i n a  
h alf  h o ur  I l e ar n e d m or e  a b o ut hi m  
a n d  his  f a mil y t h a n I h a d  f o u n d o ut  i n 
t h e pr e vi o us  t w o y e ars.  I f o u n d o ut  
t h at, li k e a n y o n e  els e,  h e  h urt,  t o o. I 
s h ar e d m y  f e eli n gs a n d  t h o u g hts, of 
f er e d hi m  a d vi c e  a n d  i n vit e d hi m  a n d  
his  f a mil y t o c o m e  t o o ur  c h ur c h.  H e  
m utt er e d  s o m et hi n g a b o ut  h a vi n g  his

as  u n e x p e ct e dl y  as  t h e first c all  c a m e  
t h e s e c o n d  —  h e  w as  g oi n g  h o m e.  W e  
p a c k e d  his  b a gs  a n d  his  t o ys, a n d  w e  
w er e  h e art  br o k e n.

I c o ul d n't  u n d erst a n d.  W e  s h o ul d 
h a v e  b e e n  gl a d  t h at h e  w as  g o n e;  f or 
t h e first ti m e i n a  y e ar  w e  li v e d n or m al  
li v es a g ai n. H o w e v er,  w e  h a d m et  
J o h n's p ar e nts  d uri n g  t h e y e ar. W e  
di d n't  t hi n k m u c h  of  w h at  h e  w as  
r et ur ni n g h o m e  t o. I h urt b a dl y  f or hi m 
b ut  t h er e w as  n ot hi n g  I c o ul d d o. I 
c a m e  t o t h e p oi nt  t h at I t ur n e d it o v er  
t o t h e L or d.  I b e g a n  t o f e el s o m e  p e a c e,  
b ut  I f e ar e d w e  w o ul d  n e v er  s e e hi m  
a g ai n  or  e v e n  k n o w  w h at  h a p p e n e d  t o 
hi m.

M o nt hs  p ass e d,  I w as  w or ki n g  i n 
t h e y ar d  o n e  aft er n o o n  w h e n  t h e p h o n e  
r a n g i nsi d e. A g ai n  it w as  D C F S.  " Littl e  
J o h n is b a c k  i n t h e s yst e m. Will  y o u
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1 W e  c all  t his b o y  M Liltl e  J o h n "  b e c a us e  o ur  
s e c o n d  s o n is n a m e d  J o h n.

2  Fr o m  t h e i nf or m ati o n w c  h a v e  b e e n  a bl e  t o 
g et,  J o h n  h as  b e e n  i n at  l e ast t hr e e h os pit als,  1 2  
orl  3  f ost er h o m es,  a n d  n e arl y  a  d o z e n  s c h o ols. 
As  I writ e  t his, h e  is s e v e n  y e ars  ol d.

3  N a m e  c h a n g e d  t o pr ot e ct  c o nfi d e nti alit y.
4  J o h n's t w o br ot h ers  a n d  o n e  sist er h a v e  

b e e n  a d o pt e d  b y  a  p ast or  a n d  his  wif e  i n Ar k a n 
s as.  J o h n  c a m e  o ul of a  f ost er f a mil y w hi c h  h a d  
hi m  i n c h ur c h t hr e e ti m es a w e e k,  h e  r u ns 
ar o u n d  t h e h o us e  si n gi n g a b o ut  J es us a n d  His  
l o v e f or us.

s as. T h e y  t o o k o ur  n a m e,  t h a n k e d us  
p olit el y  f or o ur  i nt er est, a n d  w e  n e v er  
h e ar d  fr o m t h e m a g ai n.

I n M ar c h,  1 9 9 4, 1  c all e d  t h e A d o p 
ti o n U nit  a n d  w as  i nf or m e d t h at J o h n 
h a d  b e e n  a d o pt e d  a n d  w as  o ut  of  t h e 
s yst e m. T h e y  w o ul d n't  gi v e  m e  a n y  
i nf or m ati o n a n d  t h e y w o ul d n't  p ut  hi m  
i n c o nt a ct  wit h  us.  O n c e  a g ai n  it l o o k e d 
li k e J o h n w as  g o n e.  T his  ti m e it l eft 
littl e d o u bt  t h at it w as  f or g o o d.  B ut  
t his ti m e I f elt p e a c e  i nst e a d of  h urt.  
P e a c e  t h at I di d n't  u n d erst a n d.  W h at  
h a d  h a p p e n e d  t o m y  l o v e f or hi m ?  
W h y  di d n *t  I h urt  li k e I h a d  b ef or e ?  I 
still pr a y e d  t h at J o h n w o ul d  b e  i n a  
C hristi a n  f a mil y w h er e  h e  w o ul d  b e  
r ais e d t o k n o w  J es us. 4 I pr a y e d  t h at 
o n e  d a y  I w o ul d  s e e J o h n i n G o d's  
ki n g d o m.  I pr a y e d  t h at s o m e h o w  J o h n 
w o ul d  b e  l o v e d a n d n urt ur e d  t o t h e 
p oi nt  t h at h e  c o ul d  m a k e  a ki n g d o m  
diff er e n c e  i n t h eli v es of p e o pl e  ar o u n d  
hi m.  “ G o d, ”  I s ai d, “ Y o u  k n o w  w h at  
h e  n e e ds  a n d h e  is t ot all y i n y o ur  
h a n ds.  K e e p  hi m  s af e. n Wit h  t h at, I 
k n e w  J o h n w o ul d  b e  alri g ht.

It w as  S at ur d a y  m o mi n g,  t h e d a y  
b ef or e  M ot h er's  D a y,  a n d  t hi n gs w er e  
as  h e cti c  as  us u al.  O ur  gr a n d d a u g ht er,  
As hl e y  w as  h o m e  wit h  us  fr o m At 
l a nt a. W e  h a d  a  bi g  d a y  pl a n n e d  at  t h e 
c h ur c h  f or M ot h er's  D a y  a n d  t h e n w e  
w er e  l e a vi n g t o r et ur n As hl e y  t o h er  
p ar e nts.  I n t h e m ail  I n oti c e d  a  l ett er 
fr o m t h e D e p art m e nt  of  H u m a n  S er v 
i c es, Lit d e  R o c k,  Ar k a ns as.  It i nf or m e d 
us  t h at J o h n  h a d  b e e n  a d o pt e d  b ut  h a d  
alr e a d y  b e e n  r et ur n e d t o t h e s yst e m. If 
w e  still w a nt e d  hi m,  h e  w o ul d  b e  o urs!  
Littl e  J o h n w as  c o mi n g h o m e!  T his  
ti m e f br g o o d!

Aft er  a  l o n g, t e di o us s u m- 
m er,  J o h n  is at  h o m e  wit h  us / 
a g ai n. H e  is a v er y  s p e ci al I. 
littl e b o y.  B esi d es  his  h a v- j ——  
i n g all  s orts of  e m o-  
ti o n al pr o b 
l e ms, w e  
h a v e

f o u n d t h at h e  is pr ett y  si c k p h ysi c all y.  
H e  h as  b e e n  di a g n os e d  wit h  M arf a n  
S y n dr o m e.  T h e  dis e as e  c a us es r a pi d 
gr o wt h,  w e a k e ns  his  h e art,  c a us es  his  
j oi nts t o n ot  f u n cti o n pr o p erl y  a n d  af 
f e cts his  e y es. B ot h  his  e y es * l e ns es 
ar e  d et a c h e d  a n d  h e  h as  diffi c ult y  s e e
i n g. H e  will  s o o n b e  ei g ht  y e ars  ol d.  
H e  c a n't  r e a d. H e  c a n't  writ e  a n d  h e  is 
w a y  b e hi n d  i n s c h o ol. H e  h as  b e e n  
b o u n c e d  fr o m s c h o ol t o s c h o ol,  h o m e  
t o h o m e.  O ur  pr a y er  n o w  is f or p a 
ti e n c e a n d  u n d erst a n di n g  as  G o d  h e als  
all  of  t h e wr o n gs  t h at h a v e  b e e n  c o m 
mitt e d  a g ai nst  hi m  i n his  y o u n g  lif e. 
W e  h a v e  f oll o w e d t h e i nstr u cti o ns of  
J a m es 5: 1 3- 1 6 a n d h e h as b e e n  
a n oi nt e d  wit h  oil  b y  t h e el d ers  of  t h e 
c h ur c h. W e  as k all of  y o u  w h o  ar e  
r e a di n g t his t o lift " Littl e J o h n " u p  
b ef or e  t h e L or d  a n d pr a y  f or h e ali n g  
o n  his  b e h alf.  W e  tr ust G o d  t o c o n 
ti n u e t o w or k  t h e mir a cl e  H e  h as  b e e n  
w or ki n g  i n J o h n's lif e. *

o w n  c h ur c h " w h e n t h e y c o ul d g et  
k h er e. ” As  I dr o p p e d hi m  off,  G o d  
s p o k e t o m e  a g ai n. As  Ji m 3 w al k e d  
ar o u n d  t h e b a c k  of  t h e c ar,  I q ui c kl y  
r oll e d d o w n  t h e wi n d o w  a n d  s ai d, u if 
y o u  w o ul d  li k e a  ri d e o n  S u n d a y,  gi v e  
m e  a  c all  a n d  w e  will  pi c k  y o u  u p. "  H e  
n o d d e d  a n d  w e nt  b a c k  t o w or k.  S at ur 
d a y  ni g ht  t h e p h o n e  r a n g —  h e  a n d  
J o h n w a nt e d  t o g o  t o c h ur c h.  F or  s e v
er al  w e e ks,  Littl e  J o h n a n d  his  f a mil y 
c a m e  t o c h ur c h  o n  a  r e g ul ar b asis.  As  
a m att er  of  f a ct, t h e y w er e  oft e n  t h e 
first t o s h o w u p  a n d  t h e l ast t o l e a v e. 
T h e y  s e e m e d t o li k e us,  a n d o d dl y  
e n o u g h,  w e  all  s e e m e d t o li k e t h e m.

B ut  o n c e  a g ai n,  w e  l ost Littl e  J o h n. 
T his  ti m e it l o o k e d li k e it w o ul d  b e  f or 
g o o d.  T h e y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e y w er e  m o v 
i n g t o Ar k a ns as  a n d w o ul d  n ot  b e  
b a c k.  F or  t h e t hir d ti m e i n t w o y e ars,  
w e  f elt li k e o ur  h e arts  w er e  ri p p e d 
fr o m o ur  c h ests.  F or  t h e t hir d ti m e i n 
t w o y e ars  I t ur n e d u Littl e  J o h n ”  o v er  
t o t h e L or d.  T his  ti m e I as k e d  Hi m  t o 
j n a k e a  ki n g d o m  diff er e n c e  i n J o h n's 
lif e a n d h el p  hi m  a n d  his  f a mil y. I n 
l ess t h a n a m o nt h,  w e  r e c ei v e d a  c all  
fr o m t h e St at e of  Ar k a ns as.  T h e y  as k e d  
if w e  w o ul d  t a k e hi m  a  t hir d ti m e as  a  
f ost er c hil d. J o h n w as  b a c k  i n t h e 
s yst e m,  b ut  t his ti m e h e  w as  n ot  c o m 
i n g t o o ur  h o m e.  T h e  j u di ci al s yst e m 
i nt er v e n e d a n d  w o ul d  n ot  all o w  hi m  t o 
cr oss st at e li n es. A g ai n,  o ur  h e arts  
w e nt  o ut  f or hi m,  a n d w e  pr a y e d  t o 
G o d  o n  his  b e h alf.

W e  w er e  a bl e t o k e e p  i nf or m e d 
o v er  t h e y e ars  a b o ut h o w  J o h n w as  
d oi n g.  W e  n e v er  k n e w  w h er e  h e  w as.  
W e  n e v er  s a w  hi m  fr o m 1 9 9 0  t o 1 9 9 4.  
B ut  i n S e pt e m b er,  1 9 9 3,  w e  h a d  a  r a y 
of  h o p e  s hi n e f ort h. First  J o h n's D a d  
c all e d, a n d t h e n Ar k a ns as *  D e p art 
m e nt  of  H u m a n  S er vi c es.  J o h n  w as  u p  
f or a d o pti o n. W e  w er e  t ol d if w e  
w a nt e d  hi m  t o g et  o ur  n a m e  o n  t h e list. 
W e  c all e d  i m m e di at el y, b ut  w e  w er e  
n ot  gr e et e d  wit h  a  f a v or a bl e r es p o ns e. 
T h e y  i nt e n d e d t o pl a c e  hi m  i n Ar k a n-
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B y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us  

F o nt hill,  O nt ari o

k n o w n  el e m e nts. It's all n e w.  T h er e  
will  b e  a  mi x  of  p ositi v e  a n d  n e g ati v e  
e x p eri e n c es,  b ut  e x a ctl y  w h at  t h e y will  
b e  w e  d o n't  k n o w.  W h e n  t h e p e o pl e  of  
Isr a el w er e  a b o ut t o e nt er  t h e pr o m 
is e d l a n d G o d  s ai d  t o t h e m,4 4  Y o u  h a v e  
n ot  p ass e d  t his w a y  b ef or e. "  (J os h u a 
3: 4)  T h eir  f ut ur e w as  all  n e w  a n d  
k n o w n  t o t h e m j ust as  t h e e x p eri e n c e! ^  
of  1 9 9 5  ar e  n e w  a n d  u n k n o w n  t o us.

P r o c e e d  I nt o 1 9 9 5
H a vi n g  l o o k e d b ot h w a ys  w e'r e  

n o w  r e a d y t o pr o c e e d  i nt o t h e n e w  
y e ar. H o w  s h all w e  pr o c e e d ?  W h at  
s h o ul d  b e  o ur  o utl o o k ?  W h at  e x p e ct a 
ti o ns s h o ul d  w e  h a v e ?  W h at  s h o ul d  b e  
o ur  v al u e  s yst e m f or pr o c essi n g,  fil
t eri n g a n d di g esti n g  t h e i nf or m ati o n 
a n d  e x p eri e n c es  t h at w e  will  e n c o u n 
t er ?

W e  c a n  pr o c e e d  t hr o u g h 1 9 9 5  wit h  
eit h er  a mi cr os c o p e  or  a p air  of  bi n 
o c ul ars.  B ot h  ar e  i nstr u m e nts of  m a g 
nifi c ati o n  b ut  wit h  diff er e nt  p ers p e c 
ti v es. A  mi cr os c o p e  e nl ar g es ti n y 
it e ms, s o m e s o s m all t h at t h e n a k e d  
e y e c o ul d n e v er  s e e t h e m. Wit h  a  
mi cr os c o p e  t h e littl est t hi n gs l o o m 
l ar g e b ef or e  us.  A  p air  of  bi n o c ul ars  
bri n gs  it e ms fr o m t h e v a nis hi n g  p oi nt  
of  t h e h ori z o n  i nt o cl e ar  vis u al  d efi ni-

F  A L L  T H E  GI F T S  
y o u r e c ei v e d d uri n g  
t his r e c e nt h oli d a y  
s e as o n  t h er e is o n e  t h at 
y o u pr o b a bl y  o v er 

l o o k e d. Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  gi v e n  a n e w  
y e ar;  w e  all  h a v e ! T h e  ol d  y e ar  of  1 9 9 4  
h as  b e e n  r e pl a c e d b y  t h e n e w  m o d el  
k n o w n  as 1 9 9 5.

Wit h  s o m e of  t h e C hristi n as  gifts  
w e  r e c ei v e d t h er e w as  a n  a c c o m p a n y 
i n g b o o kl et  of  i nstr u cti o ns, a n  o w n efs  
m a n u al.  If a n o w n er's  m a n u al  c a m e  
wit h  t h e gift  of  a  n e w  y e ar  t h e fi rst p a g e  
mi g ht  r e a d s o m et hi n g li k e t his: u E n-  
t eri n g a  n e w  y e ar  is m u c h  li k e cr ossi n g 
a  b us y  str e et; w e  n e e d  t o l o o k i n b ot h  
dir e cti o ns  a n d  t h e n pr o c e e d. ”

First  w e  m ust  l o o k at  t h e p ast  y e ar.  
I n pr e p ari n g  f or a  n e w  y e ar  w e  n e e d  t o 
r efl e ct o n  t h e ol d  y e ar's  m aj or  e v e nts,  
j o ys a n d  s orr o ws, tri u m p hs a n d  tr a g e
di es.  W e  h o p e  w e  gr e w  a littl e wis er  
a n d  i m pr o v e d o ur  c h ar a ct er  a n d  dis p o 
siti o n as  w e  a d d e d  a n ot h er  y e ar  t o o ur  
s u m t ot al of  lif e e x p eri e n c e.  W e  w a nt  
t h e n e w  y e ar  t o b uil d  o n  t h e gr o wt h  
g ai ns  of  t h e ol d  y e ar.

S e c o n d  w e  l o o k i n t h e o p p osit e  di 
r e cti o n, t o w ar d t h e f ut ur e. It *s diffi c ult  
t o s e e t h e f ut ur e wit h  t h e s a m e cl arit y  
w e  s e e  t h e p ast.  T h er e  ar e  t o o m a n y  u n-
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F oll o w  T h e  L or d
W h e n  t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el w er e  

a b o ut  t o e nt er  t h e pr o mis e d  l a n d G o d  
t ol d t h e m t h at si n c e t h e y h a d  u n ot  
p ass e d  t his w a y  b ef or e "  t h e y w er e  t o 
f oll o w t h e ar k  of  t h e c o v e n a nt  c arri e d  
b y  t h e pri ests.  T h e  ar k  w as  o n e  of  t h e

F o c u s  o n  Et er n al  V al u e s
W e  n e e d  t o us e  bi n o c ul ar  visi o n  

a n d s e e o ur  li v es i n t er ms of  G o d's  
et er n al t a p estr y. L o n g  a g o s o m e o n e  
wr ot e,  " O nl y o n e  lif e, ' T will s o o n b e  
p ast,  O nl y  w h at's  d o n e  f or C hrist  will  
l ast.”  T h o u g h  n ot  a  Bi bl e  v ers e  it c er 
t ai nl y r e pr es e nts a Bi bl e  t e a c hi n g. 
I M u c h of  lif e is o b vi o usl y  t e m p or ar y 
a n d  tr a nsit or y. Al m ost  all  of  t h e t hi n gs 
w e  s w e at a n d  l a b or t o a c q uir e  ar e  n ot  
g oi n g  t o l ast. T h e  o nl y  t hi n gs t h at will  
s ur vi v e i nt o et er nit y ar e i nt a n gi bl e: 
t h e W or d  of  G o d  (I P et er  1 : 2 5); f ait h, 
h o p e  a n d  c h arit y  (l o v e) (I C ori nt hi a ns  
1 3: 8- 1 3); a n d d e e ds of  mi nistr y  
( M att h e w. 1 0: 4 1,  4 3; I C ori nt hi a ns  
3: 1 2- 1 5).

As  w e  li v e a n d  t h e n e w  y e ar  of  1 9 9 5  
w e  n e e d  t o m ai nt ai n  a  pr o p er  p ers p e c 
ti v e. W e  n e e d  t o p a y  att e nti o n  t o t h e 
t hi n gs t h at c o u nt  f or et er nit y  a n d n ot  
b e  s o c o ns u m e d  wit h  t h e t hi n gs t h at 
will  n ot  l ast.

ti o n. T h e  bi n o c ul ars  bri n g  i nt o f o c us a  
dist a nt  p a n or a m a  e n a bli n g  us  t o s e e 
f ar b e y o n d  o urs el v es  all at  o n c e.

W e  c a n l o o k at lif e wit h  eit h er  
mi cr os c o p e  visi o n  or  bi n o c ul ar  visi o n.  
W e  c a n all o w t h e littl e i nsi g nifi c a nt 
it e ms of  lif e t o b e c o m e  f ar l ar g er t h a n 
t h eir r e al i m p ort a n c e s o t h at t h e y s o o n 
d o mi n at e  us;  or  w e  c a n  s e e o urs el v es  
as p art  of  a l ar g e ti m e pi ct ur e  t h at 
str et c h es f ar b e y o n d t h e i m m e di at e 
m o m e nt.

visi bl e  s y m b ols  of  G o d *  s  pr es e n c e  wit h  
t h e m. I n ot h er  w or ds,  G o d  w as  t elli n g 
t h e m t h at si n c e  t h e y di d n't  k n o w  w h er e  
t h e y w er e  g oi n g  t h e y w er e  t o f oll o w 
Hi m.

As  w e  pr o c e e d  t hr o u g h 1 9 9 5  w e  
m ust  m a k e  s ur e t h at o ur  r el ati o ns hi p 
wit h  G o d  is o n e  of  b ei n g  s e nsiti v e t o 
His  dir e cti o n  f or o ur  li v es. W e  n e e d  t o 
b e  cl os e  f oll o w ers of  t h e o n e  w h o  s e es 
t o m orr o w m or e  cl e arl y t h a n w e  s e e 
y est er d a y.  T h e  l yri cs of  a p o p ul ar  
C hristi a n  c a m pfir e  c h or us  st at e, “ M y  
L or d  k n o ws  t h e w a y  t hr o u g h t h e wil 
d er n ess,  All  I h a v e  t o d o  is f oll o w. " 
T h at's  a  gr e at  w a y  f or t h e l ast p a g e  of  
a n  o w n er's  m a n u al  f or a  n e w  y e ar  t o 
r e a d— “ k e e p  f oll o wi n g t h e L or d. ” 伞
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I Li k e  t h e

C h ur c h  of  G o d

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

Cit y  

Zi p  St at e  

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns

t h e n u m b er  is 9 5. 0, it e x pir es  wit h  i h e F c b m ar y/ M ar c h iss u e, 1 9 9 5.  A  9 5. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  J u n e/J ul y  c x pir ali o n.

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

A d dr ess  C orr e cti o n  R e q u est e d

E arl y  i n D e c e m b er  I m et  wit h  di e  
Mi nist eri al  R e c o g niti o n  B o ar d  at t h e 
Ti m b erl a n d  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  i n S o ut h  B e n d.  
W e  h a d  a  g o o d  m e eti n g  a n d  p art  of  it w as  
a n  e nj o y a bl e  i nt er vi e w wit h  St e v e  a n d  
P at  Zi m b el m a n.  S at ur d a y  m or ni n g  I 
s p o k e t o a  gr o u p  of  I n di a n a's y o ut h  a n d  
y o ut h  l e a d ers. S u n d a y  I w as  pri vil e g e d  
t o pr e a c h  t o t h e Ti m b erl a n d  c o n gr e g a 
ti o n. T h e  a u dit ori u m  w as  b e a utif ul,  t h e 
p e o pl e  w er e  e x cit e d  a b o ut  t h eir c h ur c h  
a n d  e n c o ur a gi n g  of  m e.  P ast or  J o h n  a n d  
Ali c e  R ailt o n  w el c o m e d  m e  i nt o tli eir 
h o m e  a n d  I e nj o y e d  t h eir w ar m  h os pit al 
it y a n d  f ell o ws hi p.

All  of  t his is t o s a y t h at I li k e t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d.  It's a  s p e ci al o p p ort u 
nit y  I e nj o y  as  a n  e m pl o y e e  of  o ur  C ol 
l e g e a n d  C o nf er e n c e  t o b e  a bl e  t o tr a v el 
a m o n g  o ur  c h ur c h es.  I r e all y e nj o y  d oi n g  
t h at f or I s e e s o m a n y  g o o d  t hi n gs h a p
p e ni n g.

T o o  oft e n  o ur  att e nti o n  is dr a w n  t o 
tr o u bl e d sit u ati o ns, a n d y es,  w e  h a v e  
t h os e. B ut  w e  als o  h a v e  c o n gr e g ati o ns

D e ar  R Es m u n o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x  w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  
t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n l o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  
E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d —  
l yr. S 1 2, 2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr,  $ 3 0.

[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  s u bs ai pti o n.  If 
t h e n u m b er  is 9 5. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F c b ni ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 5.  A  9 5. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  J u n e/J ul y  e x pir ati o n.  
T his  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d al e  a n d  s er v e as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

o ur  n ei g h b ors,  a n d  m ost  i m p ort a ntl y ^ 
t o o ur  f a mili es. I

4)  W e  n e e d  t o fill o ur  c h ur c h es wit h  
s o n gs  of  pr ais e  a n d  h y m ns  of  a d or a 
ti o n ...n ot  j ust b y  a  f e w l e a d ers, b ut  
b y  all  of  C hrist *  s p e o pl e.

5)  W e  n e e d  t o l o vi n gl y l e a d o ur  y o u n g  
p e o pl e  t o a v oi d  t h e e nti ci n g  t e m pt a
ti o ns of  lif e a n d b e  d e v ot e d  t o t h e 
t hi n gs of  G o d  ( q u ai nt a n d  n ai v e,  is n't 

it).
6)  W e  n e e d  t o r e c o v er t h e s pirit  ofj o y  w e  

f o u n d a m o n g  o n e  a n ot h er,  b y  m e et 
i n g wit h  o n e  a n ot h er  a n d  l o vi n g a n d  
e n c o ur a gi n g  o n e  a n ot h er ... " a n d  s o 
m u c h  m or e  as  y o u  s e e t h e d a y  a p-  
pr o a c hi n g. "

T h a n ks  Ti m b erl a n d,  b ut  als o  t h a n ks 
t o all  t h e c h ur c h es  F v e  visit e d  ... s u c h 
as H ol br o o k,  H arli n g e n,  Lit c hfi el d,  
O m a h a,  W at erl o o, H e ct or,  P o m o n a,  Si mi  
V all e y,  W e n at c h e e,  B el oit,  St.  C h arl es,  
H a p p y  W o o ds  ...I h o p e  I c a n  visit  all  of  
t h e ot h ers  i n t h e f ut ur e. G o cfs  p e o pl e  ar e  
l ar g el y g o o d  p e o pl e,  w h o  l o v e His  C hrist,  
a n d l o o k f or His  R et ur n.  I n t h e N e\ 4  
Y e ar,  l et's d e v ot e  o urs el v es  t o b ei n ^  
m or e  p erf e ctl y  t h e B o d y  of  C hrist.

u.s.  P O S T A G E
P AI D  

P E R MI T  2 1  
M orr o w,  O c or gii  
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

fr o m s m all o n  d o w n  t o ti n y t h at ar e  
j o yf ul littl e b e a ms  of  li g ht. It s e e ms  t h at 
t h os e tr o u bl e d sit u ati o ns l o o m s o l ar g e 
t h at w e  f or g et t h e g o o d  s er m o ns  t h at ar e  
b ei n g  pr e a c h e d,  t h e s pirit u al  gr o wt h  t h at 
is h a p p e ni n g  a n d t h e p e o pl e  t h at ar e  
c or ni n g  t o f ait h.

I wis h  t h er e w er e  m or e.  I k n o w  t h er e 
is n ot  e n o u g h. I k n o w  t h at w e  c o ul d  
dis miss  all  of  t his as  u r os e- c ol or e d s er- 
e n di pit y, ” b utl  d o n't  t hi n k t h at w o ul d  b e  
c orr e ct.  T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  is c all e d  t o 
b e  p art  of  G o d's  Pl a n,  of  C hrist's  C h ur c h,  
a n d  w e  n e e d  t o li v e li k e it! T h er e  ar e  si x 
t hi n gs t o d o:

1)  W e  n e e d  t o pr e a c h  t h e G os p el  i n a  
s pirit  of  a nti ci p ati o n  a n d  e x p e ct ati o n  
o v er  w h at  C hrist  will  d o  i n a n d  
t hr o u g h us.

2)  W e  n e e d  t o p ut  a w a y  t h e a n g er  a n d  t h e 
bitt er n ess  w hi c h  all  t o o e asil y  sli ps  i n 
a m o n g e v e n l o vi n g c o n gr e g ati o ns,  
a n d  d e v ot e  o urs el v es  t o g etti n g  al o n g  
...“ a  u nit y  of  t h e S pirit  i n t h e b o n d

of  p e a c e ”  ki n d  of  t hi n g.
3)  W e  n e e d  t o b eli e v e  i n t h e 

Bi bl e *s m ess a g e  s o 
str o n gl y a n d t h at it is s o 
i m p ort a nt t h at w e  d o  m or e  
i n t h e w a y  of  t e a c hi n g it t o
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A  V A R E  W E  M A KI N G  A  
DI F F E R E N C E ?

MI S SI O N S:  n
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T h e  Gl or y  of  t h e Ki n g d o m

V ol.  8 4,  N o.  3:  F e br u ar y,  M ar c h,  1 9 9 5

A D D R E S S  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O

P U as e  us e  t h e f ar m o n  p a gi  2 4
w ht n  c orr es p o n di n g  c o n c er ni n g  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n.

TI  E  R E S TI T U TI O N  II E R A L D F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C  J, 1 9 9 52

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

J uli e  Is h a m

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  
O F  P U B LI S HI N G  

D a ni el  S m e a d

P R O O F R E A D E R

S ar a h  B u z z ar d

E DI T O R

K e nl  R oss

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  
C O O R DI N A T O R  

J a s o n  C atli n

T Y P E S E T T E R

A m y  B err y

T h h  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d  
Att n:  K e nt  R oss  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

W e  n e e d  t o r e mi n d o urs el v es  a n d  b e  
r e mi n d e d of  it p eri o di c all y.  T h e  c o mi n g  
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  will  b e  ri c h b e y o n d  o ur  
a bilit y t o c o m pr e h e n d b e c a us e  w e  ar e  
fi nit e a n d  m ort al.  W e  g ai n  gli m ps es  of  it 
o n  o c c asi o n  . . . i n t h os e m o m e nts  at  
b a ptis m,  w h e n  a  p ers o n  c o m pl et es  t h eir 
st e p i nt o G o d's  f a mil y ... or  t h at tr a n
s c e n d e nt m o m e nt  w h e n,  as  a n e w  p ar 
e nt,  w e  h ol d  o ur  c hil d  f or t h e first ti m e 
... or t h at m o m e nt  of  q ui et  j o y w h e n,  as  
p art  of  t h e b o d y  of  C hrist,  w e  p art a k e  of  
t h e e m bl e ms  r e pr es e nti n g C hrist's  b o d y  
a n d  bl o o d.

T h os e  m o m e nts  ar e  a  s p ur  t o e n c o ur 
a g e  a  r e c o m mit m e nt of  o ur  li v es t o t h e 
L or d.  B ut  it s e e ms  s o m eti m es t h at t h os e 
m o m e nts  ar e  t o o f e w a n d  t o o i nfr e q u e nt. 
T h e  a ut h or  of  H e br e ws  writ es  t h at it is 
e xtr e m el y  i m p ort a nt t h at w e  r e m e m b er 
t o g at h er  wit h  t h e f a mil y of  G o d,  a n d  
t h at m or e  fr e q u e ntl y as  w e  n e ar  t h e e n d  
of  t h e a g e.

B ut  t h e f a ct is t h at it is g etti n g  e asi er  
t o n ot  c o m e  t o g et h er. T o o  m a n y  s a y  t h e y 
h a v e n *t  ti m e f or g etti n g  t o g et h er i n st at e 
a n d r e gi o n al c o nf er e n c es.  T h e y  d o n't  
m e a n  t h at, n ot  r e all y. W h at  t h e y m e a n  is 
t h at t h e y *r e n ot  i nt er est e d i n it, or  t h at 
t h eir s c h e d ul es h a v e  b e c o m e  s o b us y  
wit h  ot h er  a cti viti es  t h at t h e y h a v e  d e 
ci d e d n ot  t o m a k e  t h e ti m e f or t h es e 
c h ur c h a cti viti es, w hi c h  fr a n kl y d o n't  
i nt er est t h e m m u c h.

W h at  a mist a k e  t h at h as  b e e n  a n d  
c o nti n u es t o b e.  It *s a l o n el y a n d u n 
p o p ul ar  p ositi o n  t o ar g u e  f or m or e  i n
v ol v e m e nt  i n t h es e a cti viti es,  b ut  t h e 
s m all, i n cr e m e nt al st e ps w e  t a k e a w a y  
fr o m t h e cl os e n ess  of  f ell o ws hi p l ess e n 
e v e n m or e  t h e u nit y  w e  o u g ht  t o b e  
e x p eri e n ci n g, a n d w e  l os e t h os e m o 
m e nt ar y  gli m ps es  of  t h e Ki n g d o m.  N ot  
e ntir el y,  b ut  o v er  a  p eri o d  of  y e ars  it is a  
l ar g e l oss.

O ur  c hil dr e n  d o n't  d e v el o p  r el ati o n
s hi ps  wit h  ot h ers  of  u li k e pr e ci o us  f ait h/, 
a n d  t h at l e a ds t o m arri a g es  o utsi d e  of  t h e

b y  O k  C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a  n o n pr ofit  
一 - - - _ _ _ _ _ 一  w  一 -g c — e _ _ _ _ _ _ _

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T h e  H e x a l d  
is m ail e d  si x ti m es a  y e ar.

T i c e R E yr m m o N  H e r a l d  a d v o c at es:

T H E

R estit uti o n
H E R A L D

• t h e or w n e s s  of  G o d  ( 1 C or.  8: 6);
• t h e H ol y  S pirit  i s G o d' s  p o w er  ( A ct s 1 : 8);
• J es us C hrist  is G o d's  o nl y  b e g o u e n  S o n  ( M all. 

1 6: 1 6),  a n d  is o ur  M e di at or  ( 1 Ti m.  2: 5);
• t h e Bi bi cis  t h e i ns pir e d W or d  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 6);
• t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n  (J o b 4: 1 7;  Ps a.  1 4 6: 4);
• t h e n e ar  r et ur n of  C hrist  ( A cts 1: 1 1),  a n d  hf c  o nl y  

t hr o u g h Hi m  ( C ol. 3: 3);
• t h e lit er al r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  (J o h n 5: 2 8);
• t h e i m m ort ali z ati o n of  t h os e i n C hrist  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 3,  

5 4);
• t h e d estr u cti o n  of  t h e wi c k e d  ( R e v. 2 1 : 8);
• t h e fi n al r esl or aii o n of  Isr a el as  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  

u n d er  t h e ki n gs hi p  of  C hrist  ( L u k e 1 : 3 2);
• t h e c h ur c h  t o b e  j oi nt h eirs  wit h  Ifi m ( R o m. 8: 1 7),  

a n d  Isr a el t o b e  m a d e  h e a d  o v er G e ntil e  n ati o ns  (Is a. 
6 0: 1- 3);

• t h e "r estit uti o n  of  all  t hi n gs w hi c h  G o d  h at h  s p o k e n  
b y  t h e m o ut h  of  all His  h ol y  pr o p h ets  si  n e e  t h e w orl d  
b e g a n ” ( A cts 3: 2 1).

• h  al  s o  fir ml y a d v o c at e s  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  i m m er si o n i n 
t h e n a m e  of  J e s u s  C hri st  f or t h e r e mi s si o n of  si n s  
( A ct s 2: 3 8),  a n d  a  c o n s e cr at e d  lif e a s  e s s e nti al  l o s al-  
v ali or v

f ait h. T h at  i n its elf is n ot  b a d  or  
wr o n g,  e x c e pt  t h at t o o oft e n  t h at h as  
l e d t h os e s a m e y o u n g  p e o pl e  t o 
a b a n d o n  t h e pr e ci o us  tr ut hs of  t h e 
Bi bl e  t o g o  i nt o p o p ul ar  a n d  ort h o 
d o x  r eli gi o n. St e p  b y  st e p,  f a mil y b y  
f a mil y, w e  l os e t o u c h wit h  o n e  
a n ot h er a n d wit h  t h e f ait h “ o n c e  
c o m mitt e d t o t h e s ai nts. "

M a y b e  w e  c a n't c h a n g e w h at  
s e e ms a n i n e vit a bl e c o urs e,  b ut  w e  
n e e d  t o tr y. Y o u  w h o  r e a d t his n e e d  
t o r e m e m b er t h os e gli m ps es  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  t h at c a n  h a p p e n  i n ti m es 
of  s w e et f ell o ws hi p at  a st at e c o n 
f er e n c e. N o,  n ot  st at e c o nf er e n c es  
as  t h e y t o o oft e n  ar e,  b ut  st at e a n d  
r e gi o n al c o nf er e n c es t h at dr a w  us  
cl os e  a n d  i nfl a m e a n d  i m p assi o n us  
a n e w  wit h  o ur  h o p e  of  t h e r et ur n of  
J es us C hrist  t o t his e art h.

W e  n e e d  t o e n c o ur a g e  a n d ai d  
o ur  p ast ors  t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e 
mi nist eri al  c o nf er e n c es  a n d  r etr e ats. 
T h e y  n e e d  t o b e  e n c o ur a g e d  t o b e  a n  
e n c o ur a g e m e nt. Oft e n  t h e y t h e m
s el v es  ar e  fr ustr at e d o v er  t h e l a c k a
d aisi c al  att e n d a n c e a n d p arti ci p a 
ti o n at st at e a n d r e gi o n al e v e nts.  
I nt er n all y t h e y as k w h y  t h e y a n d  
t h eir f a mili es s h o ul d  att e n d  a n d  p ar 
ti ci p at e w h e n  s o  m a n y  i n t h eir o w n  
c h ur c h es  ar e n't  p arti ci p ati n g.

T h at's  w h y  y o u r e a d ers, t h e 
c o m mitt e d  o n es,  n e e d  t o b e  s p e ar 
h e a di n g  a r et ur n t o t h e f ell o ws hi p 
a n d  tr a ns c e n d e nt m o m e nts  w h e n  w e  
gli m ps e,  al b eit  o nl y  m o m e nt aril y,  
t h at c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m.

I' d li k e t o s e e y o u  at G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e  t his s u m m er. I' d li k e t o 
s e e y o u at C hristi a n  W or k er's  
S e mi n ar  n e xt  m o nt h.  I n e e d,  t hr o u g h 
y o u,  t o c at c h  a  gli m ps e  of  C hrist's  
Ki n g d o m  ... y es,  t hr o u g h y o u!

5

T i(e  R e s t t t u ti o n  H e r a l xj  ©  is o w n e d  a n d  p u blis h e d

C hrisli a n c o q x >r ati o n  l o c at e d at  5 8 2 3  Tr a m m el  I R o a d,
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" T h e  Hist or y  of  t h e L or d *s  H ar v est  I nt e m ati o n aln  
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" C o m m o n  T hr e a d  of  S cri pt ur e "  b y  D o n n a  K e n n e d y  

“ T h e  Pr of essi o n  of  Missi o n ar y "  b y Tr a c y  S a v a g e  .... 

u Gi vi n g  t o Missi o ns ”  b y  J u d y M y ers .....................

F or  i nf or m ati o n, pl e as e  c o nt a ct  K e nt  R oss,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0. 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1.

C hri sti a n  W or k er' s  S e mi n ar  ' 9 5
A pril  2- 7, 1 9 9 5

" A m  I E v er  Gl a d  t o Li v e  i n t h e S n o w  B elt! "  

b y  J o y c e H o us m a n ...................... .

.. 4 

.. 8 

1 0  

1 1  

u H o w  t o B e c o m e  a  Missi o n ar y:  A n  E d u c ati o n al  Pr o c ess ? "  

b y J o e  M arti n ................................................

“ A St u d y  of P hili p pi a ns  l: 2 0 ・ 2 6 " b y W Uli a m W a c ht el..  

" M a ki n g  His  I m pri nt " b y  R ut h  G art n er .......................

"I n di a:  T e n  Y e ars  L at e ， ' b y  M ar d y  L a wr e n c e .............

" T h e  D e v el o p m e nt  of  Bi bli c al  U nit ari a nis m:  P art  T w o "  

b y  All o n  M a x w ell ........................................

" C ult ur al  C o nt e xt  of  Missi o ns ”

b y M ar d y  L a wr e n c e ............................................

P ast or  Vi vi a n  Kir k p atri c k  st arts off  wit h  a  hist or y  of 
o ur  i n v ol v e m e nt i n missi o ns.  D o n n a  K e n n e d y  writ es  of 
t h e l o v e of  G o d  f or t h e l ost w hi c h  e vi d e n c es  its elf t hr o u g h 
S cri pt ur e.  Tr a c y  S a v a g e,  b a c k  bri efl y  fr o m R ussi a,  writ es  
c o n c er ni n g  t h e c alli n g  t o missi o ns.  T h e  fi n a n ci al u n d er 
writi n g  of  missi o n  eff orts  is a d dr ess e d  b y  J u d y  M y ers,  o ur  
St aff  C o or di n at or.  J o e  M arti n,  i nstr u ct or at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e,  writ es  of  t h e e d u c ati o n  n e e d e d  i n pr e p ar ati o n.  
Fi n all y,  M ar d y  L a wr e n c e  writ es  of  t h e tri p s h e r e c e ntl y 
t o o k wit h  h er  h us b a n d  Bill  t o I n di a, a n d t h e n of  t h e 
i m p ort a n c e of  u n d erst a n di n g  c ult ur es  t o b e  eff e cti v e  i n 
missi o ns  w or k.

W e  h o p e  t h at e a c h  arti cl e  e n c o ur a g es  y o ur  h e art  t o b e at  
f ast er as  y o u  c o nsi d er  y o ur  pl a c e  i n t his eff ort.  F or  s o m e 
it m a y  b e  t o u n d er gir d  t his eff ort  wit h  pr a y er,  f or ot h ers  
t o fi n a n ci all y s u p p ort it, a n d  f or ot h ers  t o pr e p ar e  t o g o.  
u A n d  t his g os p el  of  t h e ki n g d o m  s h all b e  pr e a c h e d  i n t h e 
w h ol e  w orl d  f or a wit n ess  ... a n d  t h e n s h all t h e e n d  
c o m e. " s

I S SI O N S, MI S SI O N S,  MI S SI O N S.  
T his  iss u e is fill e d wit h  s e v e n arti cl es  
f o c us e d o n  t his t h e m e of  missi o ns!

T h e  L or d  c alls  us,  His  dis ci pl es,  t o 
wit n ess  a b o ut Hi m  a n d t h e c o mi n g  

Ki n g d o m  e v er y w h er e, t o o ur  n e ar  n ei g h b ors  a n d  t h os e 
w h o  ar e f ar a w a y. F or  y e ars  t h os e ass o ci at e d  wit h  t h e 
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  e nt h us e d f or missi o ns.  
W o n d erf ul  eff orts  w er e  m a d e  t o r e a c h o ut  t o t h e w orl d,  
b ut  oft e n  t h os e pr o gr a ms di d n't  a c hi e v e all t h at w e  
dr e a m e d  t h e y w o ul d.

Wit hi n  t h e h e arts  of  m a n y  p e o pl e  t hr o u g h o ur  c h ur c h es  
t h er e is a  l o n gi n g t o s e e t h e d a y  w h e n  a  cl e ar  pr es e nt ati o n  
of  t h e g os p el  is b ei n g  m a d e  i n c o u ntr y  aft er  c o u ntr y.

Mi n n es ot a,  w h os e  c o nf er e n c e  h as  al w a ys  b e e n  vit all y  
i nt er est e d i n missi o ns,  s p e ar h e a d e d  a  m o v e m e nt  t o est a b 
lis h a " missi o ns  s e n di n g a g e n c y. "  T h e  G e n er al  C o nf er 
e n c e  a d o pt e d  it, a n d  n o w  w e  ar e  a g ai n  m o vi n g  a h e a d  wit h  
C hrist's  c o m m a n d.
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T h e  Hist or y  of  t h e 
L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al

FI R S T  B E C A M E  a c q u ai nt e d  
wit h  missi o ns  as  a  b o y  of  ni n e  
or  t e n w h e n  o ur  littl e c h ur c h  
i n H ol br o o k,  N e br as k a  c ol 
l e ct e d cl ot hi n g  t o s e n d t o t h e 

p o or, n e e d y  p e o pl e  of  Di g b y,  N o v a  
S c oti a.  T h at  w or k  b e c a m e  a f ull-ti m e 
eff ort of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n a b o ut  
1 9 5 7.  T h e  i m a g e I h a d  of  N o v a  S c oti a  
w as  t h at of  a  p o or,  d estit ut e,  d o w ntr o d 
d e n  ar e a, w h er e  all t h e p e o pl e  w o ul d,  
wit h  j o y, gl a dl y  a c c e pt  all  t h e c ast- offs  
w e  c o ul d  s e n d t h e m.

W h y  d o  I t ell y o u  t his ? B e c a us e  t h e 
Di g b y  I w o ul d  l at er visit  w as  q uit e  dif 
f er e nt fr o m t h e i m a g e I h a d  c o nj ur e d  u p  
as a c hil d. It w as  a b e a utif ul,  t hri vi n g 
ar e a,  ri c h wit h  s c e n er y, a  pr o u d  hist or y  
a n d  fis hi n g i n d ustr y, a n d  a b u n d a nt  wit h  
t o urists. M y  mis c o n c e pti o n  a b o ut  N o v a  
S c oti a  is ill ustr ati v e of  t h e i m a g es t h at 
w e  h a v e  t o o oft e n  h a d  a n d  c o nti n u e  t o 
h ol d  a b o ut missi o ns.  It is t h os e mis 
s h a p e n i m a g es t h at n e c essit at e d  a n d  l e d 
t o t h e cr e ati o n of  t h e L or d's  H ar v est  
I nt er n ati o n al —  a n a g e n c y t h at w o ul d  
d e v el o p  pr o p er  i m a g es of  t h e missi o n  
fi el d, a n d fr o m t h os e u n d erst a n di n gs  
d e v el o p  a visi o n  a n d m a k e  wis e  d e ci 
si o ns a b o ut t h e pr o cl a m ati o n  of  t h e 
g os p el  o n  t h e missi o n  fi el d.

Missi o ns  a n d  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d
T o  u n d erst a n d  t h e L or d's  H ar v est  

I nt er n ati o n al, l et m e  first t a k e y o u  b a c k  
a n d r e vi e w w h at  h as  b e e n  a ri c h, al 
t h o u g h li mit e d i n v ol v e m e nt of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n missi o ns.  T h e  first 
missi o n  eff ort  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  w as  
wit h  a n  or g a ni z ati o n  c all e d  Bi bl e  F ait h  
Missi o n.  T his  w as  a  j oi nt eff ort  of  t h e 
A d v e nt  C hristi a ns  a n d t h e C h ur c h  of  
G o d.  It w as  b as e d  o n  w h at  Br o.  Cl y d e  
R a n d all,  i n his  b o o k  Hist ori c al  W a y 
m ar ks  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d,  c all e d a  
" n o v el  i d e a " —  t h at of  b asi n g  a  missi o n  
o n  w or k  b ei n g  c o n d u ct e d  b y  n ati o n als.  
T his  e arl y w or k  w as  c e nt er e d o n  a n  
eff ort  alr e a d y  b ei n g  d o n e  i n I n di a. Mrs.  
S ar a h  K.  T a yl or,  ori gi n all y  a n  A d v e nt  
C hristi a n,  w as  t h e f o u n d er of  t his w or k  
w hi c h  pr e d at e d  t h e or g a ni z ati o n  of  t h e 
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  Mrs.  T a yl or  w as  
or d ai n e d  i nt o t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  at  t h e 
1 9 1 4  f all c o nf er e n c e  of  t h e Mi n n es ot a  
St at e  C o nf er e n c e.  As  y o u  c a n  s e e, t h e 
Mi n n es ot a  C o nf er e n c e,  t h e gr o u p  w hi c h  
pr o p os e d  t h e f o u n d ati o n of  t h e L or d's  
H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al, w as  e arl y  i n v ol v e d 
i n missi o ns  a n d  h as  c o nti n u e d  t his i nt er
est  t o t h e pr es e nt  d a y.  At  o n e  p oi nt,  t h e 
w or k  i n I n di a e v e n  o w n e d  its o w n  pri nt
i n g pr ess.  W h e n  Sr.  T a yl or  a n d  t h e m ai n  
n ati o n al  w or k er  di e d,  t h e w or k  d et eri o 
r at e d a n d f ell i nt o ot h er  h a n ds.  J o h n

M a n o a h  a n d  S.  S.  M a n o a h  w o ul d  c arr y  
o n  o v er  t h e y e ars  i n a  li mit e d w a y.

T h e  n e xt  m ai n  p us h  i nt o missi o ns  b y  
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  b e g a n  i n t h e l at e 5 0s  
a n d  e arl y  6 0s.  T h e  Di g b y,  N o v a  S c oti a  
w or k  b e g a n  i n 1 9 5 7.  I n 1 9 6 1  Br o.  H ar 
ol d  D o a n  tr a v el e d t o t h e P hili p pi n es  
f oll o w u p  o n  c o nt a cts  t h er e. Br o.  a n d  
L a wr e n c e  tr a v el e d t o I n di a i n 1 9 6 3  a n d  
h el p e d  t o i nfl u e n c e us  t o s u p p ort t h at 
w or k.  O v er  t h e y e ars t h e Mi n n es ot a  
C o nf er e n c e  h a d  m ai  nt ai n e d  c o nt a cts  wit h  
t h e M a n o a hs.  It w as  a b o ut t h at s a m e  
ti m e t h at t h e Bl a n c h ar d,  Mi c hi g a n  
c h ur c h's w or k  wit h  mi gr a nt  w or k ers  
fr o m M e xi c o  l e d t o a  w or k  i n t h e vill a g e  
of  L a b or  Vi ej a,  a n d Br o.  D e a n  M o or e  
w as  s e nt t o M e xi c o  as  a  missi o n ar y  i n 
1 9 6 3. L at er  w e  w o ul d  h a v e  w or k  i n 
Afri c a,  L e b a n o n,  et c., a n d w e  t h o u g ht 
w e  w er e  w ell  o n  t h e w a y  t o b ei n g  e x 
tr e m el y s u c c essf ul i n missi o ns.

S o  t h e l o gi c al q u esti o n is, " W h ai  
h a p p e n e d  t o all t h es e eff orts ? "  I w o ul d  
li k e t o a ns w er t his fr o m t h e w or ds  of  
P a ul  i n I C ori nt hi a ns  1 3: 1 1.  P a ul  s a ys,  
" W h e n  I w as  a  c hil d,  I us e d  t o s p e a k as  
a  c hil d,  t hi n k as  a  c hil d,  r e as o n as  a  c hil d ; 
w h e n  I b e c a m e  a  m a n,  I di d  a w a y  wit h  
c hil dis h  t hi n gs.”  As  w e  b e g a n  t o gr o w  
s pirit u all y i n missi o ns,  w e  b e g a n t o 
r e ali z e t h at m a n y  of  t h e t hi n gs w e  
d oi n g  w er e,  i n ess e n c e,  c hil dli k e,  b o n V  s
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o ut  of  i n n o c e n c e. S a yi n g  t his is n ot  t o 
di mi nis h  t h e p ast  or  its i m p ort a n c e i n 
est a blis hi n g  o ur  b asis  i n missi o ns.  E v 
er y o n e  b e gi ns  as  a  c hil d  ( p h ysi c all y a n d  
s pirit u all y). As  w e  b e g a n  t o gr o w,  m a 
t ur e, a n d  g ai n  e x p eri e n c e,  o ur  attit u d es  
a n d u n d erst a n di n g b e g a n  t o c h a n g e.  
B ei n g  tr u e t o o ur  h erit a g e,  al m ost  all  of 
o ur  eff orts,  o ur  a cti o ns,  o ur  fi el ds, w er e  
b as e d  o n  t h e s a m e err o n e o us  ass u m p 
ti o n of  t h e ori gi n al  Bi bl e  F ait h  Missi o n  
— t h at w e  c o ul d  s u c c e e d wit h  i n di g e
n o us  w or k ers  b y  fi n a n ci all y s u p p orti n g 
t h e m. Al m ost  all  ot h er  missi o n  a g e n ci es  
h a v e  h a d t o w or k  t hr o u g h t h e s a m e 
gr o wi n g  p ai ns.  O ur eff ortsst u m bl e d o v er  
t h at b asi c,  i n n o c e nt ass u m pti o n. T h e  
pr o bl e m wit h  s u p p orti n g i n di g e n o us 
w or k ers  ( w h e n I s a y  t his, I d o  n ot  s e e k  t o 
di mi nis h  t h e f a ct t h at m a n y  of  t h os e 
p or k ers  w er e  s pirit u al, d e di c at e d,  a n d  
^ ell-i nt e nti o n e d)  is t h at it is h ar d  f or us

B ut,  as  w e  b e g a n  t o u n d erst a n d  w h at  
w as  h a p p e ni n g  (I w o ul d  c all  it s pirit u
all y  m at uri n g  i n missi o ns),  t h e d e cisi o n  
w as  m a d e  t h at w e  w o ul d  n o  l o n g er s e n d 
s u p p ort t o i n di g e n o us w or k ers.  I w o ul d  
li k e t o m a k e  s e v er al c o m m e nts a b o ut  
t his. T o d a y,  m a n y  w ell-i nt e nti o n e d  
p e o pl e  ( a n d I d o n't  e x cl u d e  m ys elf  fr o m 
t his gr o u p)  h a v e  l o o k e d b a c k  a n d  c o m 
pl ai n e d  t h at t his d e cisi o n  r ui n e d C h ur c h  
of  G o d  missi o ns.  Aft er  e d u c ati o n a n d  
all o wi n g  m y  o w n  i d e as t o m at ur e,  I h a v e  
c o m e t o u n d erst a n d  t h at p er h a ps  t h e 
o p p osit e  is tr u e —  p er h a ps  it will  b e  t h e 
v er y  s al v ati o n of  C h ur c h  of  G o d  mis 
si o ns. It is t his hist or y  t h at h as  l e d t o 
w h er e  w e  ar e t o d a y —  att e m pti n g t o 
d e v el o p  a  m at ur e,  eff e cti v e  tr ai ni n g a n d  
s e n di n g a g e n c y.  T h e  d e cisi o n  t h at w as  
m a d e  s e v er al y e ars  a g o w as  br o u g ht  
a b o ut  b y  t h e m at ur e  u n d erst a n di n g  of  
i n di vi d u als w h o  h a d  b e e n  d e e pl y  i n

t o m o nit or  e x p e n dit ur es — t o k n o w  h o w  
t h e m o n e y  is b ei n g  us e d.  Fi n a n ci al  s u p
p ort,  alt h o u g h  gi v e n  fr o m t h e b ott o m  of 
o ur  h e arts,  is a  c o nst a nt  t e m pt ati o n f or 
i n di g e n o us w or k ers.  It h as  b e e n  pr o v e n  
t hr o u g h st u di es  t h at it r ais es missi o n ar 
i es a b o v e  t h os e t h e y ar e  mi nist eri n g  t o, 
it is a  c o nst a nt  t e m pt ati o n f or w or k ers,  it 
c a us es j e al o usi es, a n d it r e d u c es t h e 
i m p ort a n c e of  n ati o n als  s u p p orti n g  t h eir 
o w n  w or k ers.  I n t h e l o n g r u n it c a n  
r et ar d t h e gr o wt h  of  a missi o n  fi el d. 
Ulti m at el y,  t h e r es ult of  o ur  w ell-i nt e n 
ti o n e d, c hil dli k e eff orts w as  li mit e d 
eff e cti v e n ess  a n d  s u c c ess.  I n s o m e  c as es  
t h e m o n e y  e v e n  h el p e d  t o d estr o y  t h e 
fi el d b e c a us e  of  t h e a b o v e st at e d r e a
s o ns. It is diffi c ult  f or us,  i n o ur  w est er n  
c ult ur e,  t o u n d erst a n d  h o w  gi vi n g  s o m e
t hi n g t h at s h o ul d  l o gi c all y b e  a n  ass et  (t o 
tr a ns p ort ati o n, m usi c,  or  mi nistr y,  et c.)  
c a n  b e c o m e  a  st u m bli n g bl o c k.
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T h e  Birt h  of  t h e A g e n c y
T his  is t h e b a c k gr o u n d  of  w h er e  

C h ur c h  of  G o d  missi o ns  w as  a  c o u pl e  of  
y e ars  a g o. T h e  Mi n n es ot a  C o nf er e n c e  
of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  still h as  a n  a cti v e  
Missi o n ar y  S o ci et y  a n d s er vi n g o n  t h e 
s o ci et y c a us e d a  dis c ussi o n  t o b e gi n  t o 
d e v el o p  a m o n g t h e mi nist ers  of  t h e 
c o nf er e n c e.  W e  w er e  c o n c er n e d a b o ut  
w h er e  w e  pr es e ntl y  w er e  i n missi o ns.  
A cts  1 : 8 st at es, 4 4 Y o u  s h all  r e c ei v e  p o w er  
w h e n  t h e H ol y  S pirit  h as  c o m e u p o n  
y o u;  a n d  y o u  s h all  b e  M y  wit n ess es  b ot h  
i n J er us al e m, a n d i n all J u d e a a n d  
S a m ari a,  a n d  e v e n  t o t h e r e m ot est p art  of  
t h e e art h. ” W e  u n d erst o o d  t his as a  
m a n d at e  —  as t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  w e  
h a v e  n o  c h oi c e!  T h e  L or d  di d n't  l ell us  
t h at w h e n  w e  h a d  c o m pl et e d  t h e j o b at  
h o m e  w e  s h o ul d t h e n g o  t o ot h er  pl a c es

i n t h e w orl d.  T h e  t hr e ef ol d ar e as  of  s er v
i c e w er e  t o b e  a c c o m plis h e d  si m ult a n e 
o usl y.  At  t h e ti m e t h at dis c ussi o n  b e g a n,  
all  w e  h a d  w as  a n  A d vis or y  C o m mitt e e.  
If y o u  h a v e  e v er  s er v e d o n  a n  a d vis or y  
c o m mitt e e,  y o u  will  fi n d t h at at  ti m es it 
is a  fr ustr ati n g j o b. Y o ur  h a n ds  ar e  ti e d 
w h e n  it c o m es  t o a cti o n!  N o  m att er  h o w  
m u c h  st u d y g o es  i nt o y o ur  r e c o m m e n
d ati o ns,  y o u  c a n  o nl y  a d vis e.  O ur  w or k

i n missi o ns  c o nsist e d  of  tr yi n g t o c orr e 
s p o n d wit h  a n d  r es p o n d t o t h e n e e ds  of  
t h os e w h o  c o nt a ct e d  us.  T h er e  w as  n o  
i nt er n al w a y  f or t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o 
tr ai n its o w n  p e o pl e  w h o  f elt c all e d t o 
t h e missi o n  fi el d. A n d  if t h e y w er e  
tr ai n e d, w e  h a d  n o  pl a c e  or  w a y  of  
s e n di n g t h e m t o a  C h ur c h  of  G o d  fi el d. 
T his  c a us e d  a  gr e at  d e al  of  fr ustr ati o n 
wit hi n  o ur  gr o u p.

As  a n  a d  h o c  c o m mitt e e,  w e  b e g a n  t o 
l o o k at  w h at  w er e  s e v er al of  o ur  c o n 
c er ns. W e  w er e  all d e di c at e d  t o t h e 
i m p ort a n c e of  t h e tr ut h of  t h e S cri pt ur es,  
i n cl u di n g w h at  w e  s o m eti m es c all  
C h ur c h  of  G o d  disti n cti v es.  F or  us,  t his 
cr e at e d  a  pr o bl e m  i n s e n di n g  o ur  p e o pl e  
wit h  ot h er  missi o n  s e n di n g a g e n ci es  
w h er e  v er y  oft e n  a  Tri nit ari a n  st at e m e nt 
h a d  t o b e  si g n e d.  W e  c o nt a ct e d  s e v er al

a g e n ci es  t o c h e c k  o n  t his r e q uir e m e nt. 
W e  w er e  t ol d t h e y w o ul d  n ot  a c c e pt  us  
u nl ess  w e  w o ul d  si g n  t h e st at e m e nt a n d  
t e a c h t h e m at eri al  t h e y s e nt  us.  W e  w o ul d  
n ot  b e  all o w e d t o s h ar e o ur  i m p ort a nt 
tr ut hs. W e  als o n ot e d t h e d y n a mi c  
C h ur c h  of  G o d  y o u n g  p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  
s er v e d a n d ar e pr es e ntl y  s er vi n g wit h  
ot h er  a g e n ci es,  oft e nti m es  si m pl y fr us
tr at e d wit h  t h e l a c k of  a n y C h ur c h  of  
G o d  a g e n c y.  O ur  o bs er v ati o n  s e e m e d t o 
b e  t h at e v er y  ti m e w e  tr ai n e d s o m e o n e at  
ot h er  r eli gi o us  tr ai ni n g s c h o ols,  w e  e n d e d  
u p  l osi n g t h e m. T w o  t hi n gs t h e n m oti 
v at e d  o ur  d esir e  t o st e p b e y o n d  w h er e  
w e  pr es e ntl y w er e:  t h e m a n d at e  f or 
missi o ns  a n d  t h e i m p ort a n c e of  G o d's  
tr ut hs.

N e xt  w e  a d dr ess e d  h o w  w e  c o ul d  g et  
fr o m w h er e  w e  w er e  t o w h er e  w e  w a nt e d  
t o b e.  W e  d e ci d e d  t h at w e  n e e d e d  a  w a y  . 
of  tr ai ni n g C h ur c h  of  G o d  missi o n ari es  w  
a n d a pr of essi o n al  a g e n c y  f or s e n di n g 
t h os e missi o n ari es.  W e  s a w  t h e n e e d  f or 
s o m e a ut o n o m y  fr o m t h e B o ar d  of  Di 
r e ct ors as  t his w o ul d  b e  a  tr ai n e d a g e n c y  
— wit h  a b ett er  u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e 
n e e ds  a n d  r e q uir e m e nts of  missi o ns  t h a n 
t h e B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors.  O ur  first dis c us 
si o n t ur n e d t o st arti n g  o ur  o w n  tr ai ni n g 
s c h o ol i n Mi n n es ot a,  st arti n g o ur  o w n  
s e n di n g a g e n c y,  a n d  s oli citi n g  o ur  o w n  
f u n ds u n d er  t h e a us pi c es  of  t h e Mi n n e 
s ot a  Missi o n ar y  S o ci et y.  N ot o nl y  w o ul d  
t his h a v e  b e e n  a tr e m e n d o us u n d ert a k 
i n g, b ut  w e  als o r e c o g ni z e d it w o ul d  
h a v e  b e e n  p ot e nti all y h ar mf ul t o t h e 
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  if w e  h a d  st art e d 
c o m p eti n g  f or f u n ds. It is pr o b a bl y  e as 
i er t o r ais e f u n ds f or missi o ns  t h a n a n y 
t hi n g els e.  T h us  w e  d e ci d e d  t o e n c o ur 
a g e  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er 
e n c e  t o est a blis h  a  missi o n  tr ai ni n g a n d  
s e n di n g a g e n c y. Wit h  t his t h o u g ht i n 
mi n d,  t h e mi nist ers  of  t h e Mi n n es ot a  
C o nf er e n c e  c o nt a ct e d Pr esi d e nt  D a vi d,  
Kr o g h,  g ot  t o g et h er wit h  J u d y M y ers, 、 ，

v ol v e d  i n C h ur c h  of  G o d  missi o ns  fr o m 
t h e l at e 1 9 5 0s.  S o m e  h a v e  m a d e  t h e m 
t h e vill ai ns  of  C h ur c h  of  G o d  missi o ns  
— t his is a  t erri bl e i nj usti c e. T h os e  w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  criti ci z e d  ar e  t h e s a m e o n es  
w h o  h a d t h e m ost  i n v ol v e m e nt a n d  
e x p eri e n c e  i n missi o ns.  T h e y  h a d  l e ar n e d 
s o m e v al u a bl e l ess o ns as p art  of  t h e 
m at uri n g  pr o c ess.  I h a v e  h e ar d  it as k e d,  
"If  y o u  h a d  a  b usi n ess  t h at w as  f aili n g, 
w o ul d  y o u  c o nti n u e  t o d o  as  y o u  h a d  i n 
t h e p ast,  or  w o ul d  y o u  tr y t o l e ar n a n d  
m a k e  c h a n g es t h at w o ul d  c a us e it t o 
s u c c e e d ? n  I d o u bt  t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o n 
w as  e v er a n eff ort t o p ull  b a c k  fr o m 
missi o ns;  i nst e a d it w as  a n  eff ort  t o q uit  
w asti n g  m o n e y  a n d r ui ni n g g o dl y  i n
di g e n o us  w or k ers.  It is e as y  f or t h os e 
wit h o ut  p ers o n al  i n v ol v e m e nt, wit h o ut  
t h e b a c k gr o u n d,  wit h o ut  t h e u n d erst a n d 
i n g, t o sit b a c k  a n d  t o criti ci z e,  b ut  t h e 
wis e  m a n  b as es  his  d e cisi o n  o n  pr o p er  
u n d erst a n di n g  a n d  c u n e nt  i nf or m ati o n. 
I h a v e  c o m e  t o u n d erst a n d  t h at t h e d e ci 
si o n w as  ri g ht —  a n d it h as  l e d us  t o 
w h er e  w e  ar e  t o d a y.

一

It is diffi c ult  f or us  .. .t o u n d erst a n d  
h o w  gi vi n g  s o m et hi n g  t h at s h o ul d  
l o gi c all y b e  a n  ass et  c a n  b e c o m e  a  

st u m bli n g  bl o c k.
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S o m eti m es  m or e  h ar m  t h a n g o o d  
c o m es  o ut  of  t h e m ost  w ell-  

i nt e nti o n e d a cti o ns.

s e n d  o ur  m o n e y  t o h el p  t h os e p o or  p e o pl e  
i n ot h er  c o u ntri es.  T his  w o ul d  b e  a  c o 
l oss al mist a k e.  As  t his a g e n c y  b e c o m es  
tr ai n e d, w e  n e e d  y o ur  h el p.  W e  n e e d  y o u  
t o l e ar n t o tr ust t h e wis d o m  of  t his a g e n c y  
i n k n o wi n g  h o w  t o d e al  wit h  sit u ati o ns  
t h at m a y  aris e.  S o m eti m es  y o u  m a y  h a v e  
t o a c c e pt  d e cisi o ns  wit h o ut  k n o wi n g  t h e 
s p e cifi cs b e c a us e  of  t h e c o nfi d e n c es  
i n v ol v e d. Pl e as e  d o  n ot  tr y t o cir c u m-

T h e  A g e n c y's  P ur p os e
Wit h  t h at b a c k gr o u n d,!  w o ul d  li k e t o 

s h ar e w h at  I s e e as  t h e p ur p os e  of  t h e 
L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al b as e d  o n  
h o w  it c a m e  i nt o e xist e n c e. I d o n't  s e e 
o ur  pri m ar y  p ur p os e  as d e ali n g  wit h  
m o n e y  r e q u ests fr o m fi el ds or  s er vi n g  as  
a  m ai nt e n a n c e  or g a ni z ati o n  f or o ur  pr es-  
e nt  w or ks.  First  of  all,  t h e L or d's  H ar-  

■  v est  I nt er n ati o n al h as  t h e r es p o nsi bilit y 
of  b e c o mi n g a pr of essi o n al  s e n di n g 
a g e n c y.  T his  w as  i n cl u d e d as  p art  of  t h e 
m oti o n  t h at w as  m a d e.  A n  u ntr ai n e d  
s e n di n g a g e n c y  c o ul d  e asil y  r e p e at t h e 
c hil dli k e mist a k es  of  t h e p ast.  At  t his 
p oi nt  tr ai ni n g o ur  a g e n c y is j ust as  
i m p ort a nt as tr ai ni n g t h e missi o n ari es  
t h e ms el v es. It w as  e x p eri e n c e  a n d  tr ai n
i n g t h at e n a bl e d i nf or m e d p e o pl e  t o 
r e ali z e w h at  w as  h a p p e ni n g  o n  o ur  fi el ds. 
J ust as a b e gi n ni n g,  t his tr ai ni n g m ust  
i n cl u d e s u c h ar e as  as missi o n  s ci e n c e  
its elf, u n d erst a n di n g  v ari o us  c ult ur es,  
a n d  a n  u n d erst a n di n g  of  w orl d  p oliti cs.  
Y o ur  pr es e nt  a g e n c y  is alr e a d y  i n v ol v e d 
i n t his l o n g-r a n g e, c o nti n ui n g  eff ort.  W e  
h a v e  alr e a d y st u di e d a b o o k  c all e d  A  
P e o pl e  f or His  N a m e  b y  f or m er mis 
si o n ar y P a ul  A.  B e als.  At  t h e pr es e nt  
ti m e s e v er al of  us  ar e t a ki n g a c orr e 
s p o n d e n c e c o urs e  c all e d  “ P ers p e cti v es  
o n  t h e W orl d  C hristi a n  M o v e m e nt. ”

I t ell y o u  t h es e t hi n gs f or a  s p e cifi c  
.p ur p os e.  W e  w o ul d  all li k e t o r us h o ut  

a n d  b e c o m e  i n v ol v e d i n missi o ns  a n d

o ur  n ati o n al  missi o n ar y  c o or di n at or,  a n d  
wr ot e  t h e m oti o n  t o est a blis h  t h e tr ai n
i n g a g e n c y.  T his  pr o p os al  w as  first t a k e n 
t o t h e Mi n n es ot a  Missi o n ar y  S o ci et y,  
t h e n t h e Mi n n es ot a  St at e  B o ar d,  a n d  
fi n all y s e nt  t o t h e B o ar d  of  Dir e ct ors  f or 
i n cl usi o n i n t h e Pr o gr ess  J o ur n al,  s o it 
c o ul d  b e  v ot e d  o n  at  t h e 1 9 9 3  G e n er al  
C o nf er e n c e.  At  t h at c o nf er e n c e, t h e 
m oti o n  t o cr e at e  a  tr ai ni n g a n d  s e n di n g 
a g e n c y  w as  p ass e d.

Vi vi a n  Kir k p atri c k  is p ast or  
of  t h e H e ct or  C h ur c h  l o c at e d i n 
H e ct or, Mi n n es ot a.  H e  c urr e ntl y  
s er v es o n  t h e Missi o n  S e n di n g  
A g e n c y  f or t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
( A br a h a mi c F ait h).

v e ntits  d e cisi o ns  or  s e n d  m o n e y  t o fi el ds 
wit h o ut  g oi n g t hr o u g h t h e a g e n c y.  
S o m eti m es  m or e  h ar m  t h a n g o o d  c o m es  
o ut  of  t h e m ost  w ell-i nt e nti o n e d  a cti o ns.  
T his  b o ar d  is y o ur  pr of essi o n al  b o ar d,  
stri vi n g fr o m t h eir tr ai ni n g t o a c c o m 
plis h  w h at  is b est,  t h at t h e g os p el  mi g ht  
b e  s h ar e d i n all  c o u ntri es.

As  I s e e it, t h e ot h er  k e y  p ur p os es  of  
t h e L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al ar e  t o 
est a blis h a tr ai ni n g pr o gr a m  f br mis 
si o n ari es, a n d  t h e n t o s e n d missi o n ari es  
t o d e v el o p  a n d  est a blis h  missi o n  fi el ds 
w h er e  t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  mi g ht  b e  s h ar e d.

All o w  m e  t o s h ar e a  c o u pl e  of  ot h er  
t h o u g hts. Pl e as e  b e  p ati e nt! A  g o o d  
missi o n  pr o gr a m  will  n ot  h a p p e n  o v er 
ni g ht. I n o ur  h ast e,  w e  c o ul d r e p e at 
mist a k es  of  o ur  i n n o c e nt y o ut h.  It will

t a k e f o ur t o si x y e ars  aft er  t h e first v ol 
u nt e ers  r es p o n d t o t h e c all  of  G o d  b ef or e  
w e  h a v e  t h e m tr ai n e d a n d  r e a d y f or t h e 
fi el d. T h e n  it will  t a k e ti m e t o est a blis h  
n e w  fi el ds b ef or e  r es ults ar e  s e e n.  W h e n  
y o u  s e n d y o ur  c hil dr e n, y o ur  y o u n g  
p e o pl e,  y o ur  fri e n ds, t h e y will  n e e d  y o ur  
fi n a n ci al s u p p ort, y o ur  pr a y er  s u p p ort, 
y o ur  c o nst a nt  e n c o ur a g e m e nt,  b ut  y o u  
will  als o  n e e d  t o l et t h e m g o ! T h at  l ess o n 
will  n ot  c o m e  e asil y.  It is si m pl y t his: 
o n c e  y o u  h a v e  s e nt t h e m t o t h e L or d's  
H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al, t h e y c o m e  u n d er  
t h e j uris di cti o n of  t h at s e n di n g a g e n c y.  
O n  t h e fi el d t h eir pr o bl e ms,  fi n a n c es, 
v a c ati o ns, f url o u g hs, et c. ar e t o b e  
h a n dl e d  b y  t h e s e n di n g  a g e n c y.  W e  m ust  
l e ar n t o s u p p ort wit h o ut  i nt erf er e n c e.

T his  m a y  b e  o nl y  a  p ers o n al  g o al,  b ut  
I l o o k f or w ar d t o t h e d a y  w h e n  e v er y  
missi o n  fi el d is s u p er vis e d b y  tr ai n e d 
missi o n ari es  w h o m  w e  s e n d— w or ki n g  
wit h  i n di g e n o us w or k ers  w h o  ar e  s u p 
p ort e d  b y  t h eir o w n  p e o pl e.  It is o nl y  
t h e n t h at w e  will  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c essf ul  i n 
t h e eff orts  w e  b e g a n  wit h  t h e r e c o m
m e n d ati o n  of  t h e Missi o n  S e n di n g  
A g e n c y.  *
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G o d  b e nt  d o w n  t o t h e e art h H e  h a d  
cr e at e d  a n d  f or m e d m a n  wit h  His  o w n  
h a n ds.  T h e n  H e  b e nt  d o w n  f urt h er a n d  
br e at h e d  His  o w n  br e at h  i nt o t his f or m. 
G o d,  i n d e e d, c o nsi d er e d His  r el ati o n
s hi p wit h  m a n  i n a  diff er e nt  li g ht t h a n 
t h e r est of  cr e ati o n.

E v er yt hi n g  w as  gr e at  f or a  w hil e  a n d  
t h e n m a n  f ail e d G o d.  Fr o m  t h at p oi nt  
u ntil  t h e pr es e nt,  G o d's  w or k,  G o d's  
d esir e,  h as  b e e n  t o r e c o n cil e m a n  t o 
Hi ms elf,  t o bri n g  m a n  b a c k  i nt o t h at 
s p e ci al r el ati o ns hi p.

T his  is t h e c o m m o n  t hr e a d t hr o u g h
o ut  S cri pt ur e,  st arti n g i n t h e Ol d  T est a 
m e nt  a n d m o vi n g  t hr o u g h t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt:  G o d  w or ki n g  t o r est or e His  
p e o pl e  t o Hi ms elf.

W e  s o m eti  m es  s e e  t h e G o d  of  t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  as  u nl o vi n g  a n d  j u d g m e nt al, 
y et  i n r e alit y it w as  n ot  G o d  w h o  br o u g ht  
j u d g m e nt o n  His  p e o pl e.  T h e  p e o pl e  
k n e w  w h at  G o d  e x p e ct e d;  t h e y als o  k n e w  
t h e c o ns e q u e n c es  of  dis o b e di e n c e.  M a n  
br o u g ht  j u d g m e nt u p o n  hi ms elf.  G o d  
w as  si m pl y f ait hf ul t o His  w or d.

T h e n  t h e L or d  G o d  f or m e d m a n  of  
t h e d ust fr o m t h e gr o u n d a n d  
br e at h e d  i nt o his  n ostrils  t h e br e at h  
of  lif e, a n d m a n  b e c a m e  a li vi n g 
b ei n g  ( G e n. 2: 7).

A n d  j ust as  G o d's  w or d  of  j u d g m e m 
is s ur e,  s o is His  w or d  of  d eli v er a n c e  or  
r e c o n cili ati o n. I n 2  C hr o ni cl es  7: 1 2- 1 6  
w e  fi n d G o d's  r es p o ns e t o S ol o m o n's  
pr a y er  at  t h e d e di c ati o n  of  t h e t e m pl e. 
S ol o m o n's  pr a y er  is r e c or d e d i n c h a pt er  
6.  H er e  h e  bri n gs  b ef or e  t h e L or d  s o m e 
of  t h e c o ns e q u e n c es  t h at c o ul d  f all o 【( 
t h e p e o pl e  b e c a us e  of  t h eir si n. H e  pr es 
e nts e a c h e x a m pl e a n d t h e n p etiti o ns  
G o d  o n  b e h alf  of  his  p e o pl e.  S ol o m o n  
as ks G o d:  If t h e y will  r et ur n t o Y o u,  
c o nf ess  Y o ur  n a m e,  t ur n fr o m t h eir si n 
a n d pr a y, t h e n will  Y o u  h e ar  fr o m 
h e a v e n,  f or gi v e t h eir si n a n d r est or e 
t h eir l a n d ?

G o d  k n e w  Isr a el w o ul d  r e b el, y eti n 2  
C hr o ni cl es  7: 1 2- 1 6 H e  m a k es  t his pr o m 
is e t o S ol o m o n:  H e  w o ul d  m a k e  Hi m 
s elf  a v ail a bl e  f or His  p e o pl e  t o r et ur n t o 
Hi m.  His e ars  w o ul d  al w a ys  b e  att e nti v e  
t o t h eir pr a y ers  a n d  His  e y es  a n d  h e ari  
w o ul d  c o nti n u all y  b e  a v ail a bl e  t o t h e m. 
T his  pr o mis e  w as  k e pt  a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n

S T H E R E  A  C O M M O N  
t hr e a d or  a c o m m o n t h e m e 
t h at r u ns t hr o u g h S cri pt ur e ?  
If t h er e is, w h at  is it ? W h at  
bi n ds  t h e w h ol e  of  S cri pt ur e  

t o g et h er ?
T h e  w h ol e  of  S cri pt ur e  s p e a ks of  a  

r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n  m a n ki n d  a n d his  
Cr e at or.  I n t h e first c h a pt er  of  t h e Bi bl e,  
G o d  m a k es  it v er y  cl e ar  w hi c h  p art  of  
His  cr e ati o n  H e  t o o k s p e ci al i nt er est i n.

I n G e n esis  c h a pt er  o n e,  v ers es  4, 1 0,  
1 2,  1 8, 2 1, 2 5,  a n d  3 1  t ell us  w h at  G o d  
s a w w h e n  H e  vi e w e d  e a c h  st a g e of  His  
cr e ati o n.  E a c h  s e g m e nt  l e a ds t o t h e st at e
m e nt  u it w as  g o o d "  u ntil  w e  g et  t o t h e 
fi n al st a g e, t h e cr e ati o n of  m a n.  H er e  
G o d  e x cl ai m e d  t h at it w as  " v er y  g o o d. "

G oi n g  b a c k  t hr o u g h t h e cr e ati o n  
a c c o u nt,  w e  s e e h o w  G o d  cr e at e d t h e 
w orl d.  V ers es  3, 6, 9, 1 1, 1 4, 2 0  a n d  2 4  
t ell us  t h at G o d  s p o k e t h e w or ds  a n d  
li g ht, w at ers,  v e g et ati o n,  c el esti al  li g hts, 
w at er  cr e at ur es a n d l a n d a ni m als a p
p e ar e d.  H o w e v er,  i n G e n esis  1: 2 6  w e  
ar e  t ol d t h at G o d  m a d e  m a n  i n His  i m
a g e.  M a n  is s p e ci al n ot  o nl y  i n t h e f a ct 
t h at h e  w as  m a d e  i n G o d *s  i m a g e, b ut  i n 
t h at G o d  g ot  p ers o n all y  i n v ol v e d i n His  
cr e ati o n.  G o d  c o ul d  h a v e  s ai d,  “ L et  t h er e 
b e  m a n "  a n d  m a n  w o ul d  h a v e  a p p e ar e d;  
b ut  H e  di d  n ot.



( R e g ar di n g pr a y er  o n  b e h alf  of  m e n):
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B y  
J o y c e  H o us m a n

T his  is g o o d  a n d  a c c e pt a bl e  i n t h e 
si g ht of  G o d  o ur  S a vi or  w h o  d e 
sir es all m e n  t o b e  s a v e d a n d t o 
c o m e  t o t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  tr ut h ( 1 
Ti m.  2: 3,  4).

A n d  w h at  is tr ut h ? J o h n 3: 1 6  a n d  
R o m a ns  5: 8  t ell us  t h at G o d  l o v e d us  s o 
m u c h  H e  s e nt  His  o w n  S o n  t o di e  s o w e  
m a y  h a v e  a  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  Hi m.  T his  
is tr ut h. J es us  is t h e o nl y  w a y  f or m a n  t o 
r e c o n cil e hi ms elf  t o G o d.  B ut  h o w  will  
m a n ki n d  k n o w  t his ? W h os e  r es p o nsi
bilit y  is it t o pr o cl ai m  t his tr ut h of  r e c o n
cili ati o n ?

S e c o n d  C ori nt hi a ns  5: 1 8- 2 0  t ells us.  
It is mi n e!  It is y o urs!  It is t h e r es p o nsi
bilit y  of  e v er y  c hil d of  G o d;  G o d  h as  
gi v e n  us  t h e mi nistr y  of  r e c o n cili ati o n. 
H e  h as  c o m mitt e d t o us  t h e w or d  of

r e c o n cili ati o n. W e  ar e  a m b ass a d ors  f or 
C hrist.  W h e n  t h e w orl d  l o o ks at  us,  t h e y 
s e e J es us. W h at  w e  d o  wit h  o ur  h a n ds,  
w h at  w e  s a y  wit h  o ur  m o ut hs,  w h er e  w e  
all o w  o ur  f e et t o t a k e us,  will  eit h er  r e c
o n cil e  o ur  n ei g h b or  t o G o d  or  l e a d hi m  
a w a y.  T h e  c h oi c e  is o urs.

— n o  d o u bt  r e m ar ki n g o n  t h e s pl e n di d d a y.
S u ns et  t his e v e ni n g  is s p e ct a c ul ar.  I p a us e d  o n  m y  w a y

T h e  L or d  is n ot  sl o w a b o ut His  
pr o mis e,  as  s o m e  c o u nt  sl o w n ess,  
b ut is p ati e nt t o w ar d y o u, n ot  
wis hi n g  f or a n y  t o p eris h  b ut  all  t o 
c o m e  t o r e p e nt a n c e ( 2 P et.  3: 9).

i n t h e hist or y  of  Isr a el. T h e  p e o pl e  si n n e d. 
T h e y  w er e  p u nis h e d b y  b ei n g  s e nt i nt o 
c a pti vit y.  T h e y  cri e d  o ut  t o G o d  f or f or
gi v e n ess  a n d d eli v er a n c e.  G o d  h e ar d  
a n d  a ns w er e d  t h eir pr a y ers.

T his  is a  diff er e nt  vi e w  of  t h e h ars h  
G o d  of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt.  It s h o ws a  
c o m p assi o n at e  G o d  d esiri n g  a n d  w or k 
i n g t o w ar d t h e r est or ati o n of His  p e o pl e.  
T his  c o m p assi o n at e G o d  of  t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  is t h e s a m e G o d  w e  fi n d i n 
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.

D o n n a  K e n n e d y  is a  
missi o n ar y-i n-tr ai ni n g  w h o  h as  
pr e vi o usl y p arti ci p at e d i n 
missi o n  o utr e a c h es  t o R ussi a.

gl a d t o li v e i n t h e s n o w b elt *,  
d a ys.  T h e  s u n  s h o n e  bri g htl y,  t h e 
t e m p er at ur e w as  m o d er at e,  t h er e 
w er e  e v e n  a  f e w dri ps  c o mi n g  off  

t h e e a v es.  H o w  gl ori o us  wi nt er  c a n  b e!  T h e  
g e es e a n d t ur k e ys, all m at ur e  n o w,  sit i n 
s u n n y  s p ots  or  w al k  ar o u n d  l o o ki n g f or s pill e d 
gr ai n  a n d  s m all st o n es  o n  t h e r o a d w a y. Aft er  
a f e w w e e ks  of  s n o w, wi n ds,  a n d l o w t e m
p er at ur es,  t h e y w el c o m e  t his l o v el y d a y.  T h e  
bir ds,  m ostl y  s p arr o ws,  h o p  a b o ut  e nj o yi n g  a  
l eis ur el y m e al  i nst e a d of  a h ast y  f ast f o o d 
m e n u.  T h e y  s e e m  t o b e  c o n v ersi n g  i n t h eir c hir p y  v oi c es

fr o m t h e h e n  h o us e  wit h  m y  d o z e n  e g gs  t o a d mir e  it. T h e  
wis p y  cl o u ds  w hi c h  h a d  b e e n  h a n gi n g  ar o u n d  
all d a y  w er e  s uff us e d wit h  a p e a c h y  a pri c ot  
c ol or.  T h e  s k y b e hi n d  t h e m w as  s o bl u e  t h at it 
w o ul d  b e  h ar d  t o i m a gi n e a m or e  p ur e  c ol or.  
Cl os e  t o t h e h ori z o n  t h e cl o u ds  w er e  e d g e d  wit h  
m olt e n  g ol d.  T h e  sil h o u ett es  of  tr e es a g ai nst  t his 
s pl e n d or c o m pl et e d a p ai nti n g  t h at o nl y  G o d  
c o ul d  m a k e.  I st o o d a n d  s o a k e d i n t his m ast er 
pi e c e  till m y  f e et b e g a n  t o f e el n u m b.  W h at  a  
w o n d erf ul  fi nis h t o a  p erf e ct  wi nt er  d a y!

T o m orr o w  c o ul d  b e  c ol d,  bl ust er y  a n d  mis 
er a bl e  as  s o m e Mi n n es ot a  wi nt er  d a ys  c a n  b e.  

B ut,  G o d  willi n g,  t h er e will  b e  a f e w of  t h es e pr e ci o us  
j e w el- 1 H e e  d a ys  t hr o w n i n t o lift o ur  s pirits a n d  m a k e  t h e 
wi nt er  a  m a gi c al  ti m e. *
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B y  Tr a c y  S a v a g e  

M orr o w,  G e or gi a

e art h  b ut  als o  t o t h e i n n er m ost p arts.  T h e  
L or d  all o ws  us  t o f oll o w o ur  p assi o ns  
a n d  d esir es  w h e n  t h e y ar e  i n His  will.  H e  
b uil ds  o n  w h at  w e  h a v e  a n d w h at  w e  
off er  Hi m.  Wit h  m e,  it w as  a  s o c c er  tri p 
t o R ussi a  t h at s p ar k e d t h e i nt er est a n d  
n o w  I' m s er vi n g t h er e as  a  missi o n ar y.

P e o pl e  n e e d  t o r e ali z e t h at b ei n g  a  
missi o n ar y  is n't j ust f or ot h ers  or  ot h er  
p e o pl e's  ki ds.  It is n ot  a  pr of essi o n  f or 
t h e w e a k,  st u pi d or  u ns u c c essf ul  b ut  f or 
t h os e w h o m  G o d  h as  c h os e n.  G o d  h as  
b e e n  v er y  gr a ci o us  t o m e.  Wit h  all t h e 
str e n gt h  a n d  t al e nt G o d  h as  gi v e n  t o m e,  
I h a v e  c h os e n  t o f oll o w w h er e  m y  p at h  
w o ul d  l e a d i n R ussi a.  I c o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  
a n yt hi n g  I w a nt e d  t o b e  i n lif e, I c o ul d  
h a v e  g o n e  a n y w h er e,  b ut  I c h os e  t o b e  
e m pl o y e d  b y  t h e Ki n g  i n His  p ers o n al  
s er vi c e. Pr ais e  t h e L or d  H e  f o u n d m e(  
w ort h y  of  t his h o n or e d  p ositi o n.  B ei n g  
o n  t h e Ki n g's  p a yr oll  g o es  f ar b e y o n d  
fi n a n c es. H e  d o es  pr o vi d e n e e ds  a n d  
m or e  b ut  it is f ar m or e  r e w ar di n g a n d  
e x citi n g  n ot  o nl y  t o s e e t h e L or d  p o ur  
o ut  His  s pirit i n t h e li v es of  p e o pl e  
t o d a y, b ut  als o t o b e  a p art  of  t h eir 
tr a nsf or m ati o n a n d  f ut ur e s al v ati o n.

B ei n g  a  missi o n ar y  is a n  h o n or e d  a n d  
pri vil e g e d  p ositi o n.  I e n c o ur a g e  y o u  t o 
i n v est y o ur  li v es i n t his h o n or  a n d 1 
c h all e n g e  y o u  t o e n c o ur a g e  ot h ers  t o d o  
t h e s a m e. If  y o ur  c alli n g  is n't t o b e c o m e  
a  missi o n ar y,  y o ur  s u p p ort a n d  e n c o ur 
a g e m e nt  of  o n e  is j ust as  i m p ort a nt. W e  
ar e  a  t e a m. M a y  w e  pr e p ar e  t h e w a y  f or 
o ur  L or d  t o c o m e  q ui c kl y, 站

W O U L D  LI K E  T O  T A L K  
a b o ut  t h e pr of essi o n  of  mis 
si o n ar y.  B ei n g  a  missi o n ar y  is 
a c ar e er  o pti o n  w h et h er  y o u  
ar e  a  st u d e nt d e ci di n g  w h at  t o 

st u d y  a n d  w h at  t o d o  wit h  y o ur  lif e or  if 
y o u  ar e  a n  ol d er  a d ult  w h o  m a y  b e  c o n
si d eri n g a  c ar e er  c h a n g e.

I r e ali z e t h at m a n y  of  y o u  m a y  b e  
s atisfi e d a n d c o mf ort a bl e wit h  w h er e  
y o u c urr e ntl y ar e. H o w e v er,  m a y b e  
a n ot h er d a y  G o d  will  i ns pir e y o u i n 
a n ot h er  dir e cti o n.  I b eli e v e  it is g o o d  t o 
t al k t o y o u n g  p e o pl e  a b o ut t his c ar e er  
o pti o n,  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y ar e  y o u n g.  It is 
n e v er  t o o e arl y  t o pl a nt  a  s e e d.

P e o pl e  ar e  al w a ys  as ki n g  ki ds,  " W h at  
d o  y o u  w a nt  t o b e  w h e n  y o u  gr o w  u p ? "  
W h at  pri d e  a  p ar e nt  m ust  f e el w h e n  t h eir 
c hil d  s a ys t h e y w a nt  t o b e  a  d o ct or.  F or  
m a n y  y e ars  t his h as  b e e n  a  p ositi o n  of  
pr esti g e  a n d  h o n or.  Tr ul y,  w h at  a  gr e at  
pr of essi o n — w h at  s atisf a cti o n  o n e  m ust  
h a v e  aft er s a vi n g a lif e, t o s e e t h at 
i n di vi d u al w al k  o ut  t h e d o or.  Pl e as e  d o n *  t 
t a k e t his wr o n g  —  f or if b ei n g  a  d o ct or  
is y o ur  c alli n g i n lif e a n d t h e L or d *s  
usi n g y o u t h er e, t h ai's gr e at.  T o d a y,  
t h o u g h, T m  n ot  a d v o c ati n g  t h at pr of es 
si o n; e n o u g h  p e o pl e  alr e a d y  d o  t h at.

As  I s ai d e arli er,  w h at  a  gr e at  f e eli n g 
it m ust  b e  t o b e  a bl e  t o h el p  s a v e a  lif e.

Tr a c y  S a v a g e  p arti ci p at es  i n 
a  missi o n ar y  o utr e a c h  t o St.  P e 
t ers b ur g, R ussi a.  S h e  is c ur 
r e ntl y c o nti n ui n g  h er  e d u c ati o n  
at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n M or 
r o w, G e or gi a.

T h e gr of essi o n

J es us  C hrist  off ers  a  m u c h  gr e at er  s al v a
ti o n t h a n t h at p erf or m e d  at  a  h os pit al.  H e  
n ot  o nl y  off ers  c o m pl et e,  t ot al, a n d  et er 
n al  h e ali n g  fr o m c a n c er,  AI D S,  d e pr es 
si o n, et c.,  b ut  H e  off ers  h e ali n g  of  o ur  
d e a d,  r ott e d b o di es,  p utti n g  t h e m b a c k  
t o g et h er n e v er  t o f ail a g ai n.  It m a y  f e el 
g o o d  t o s e e  a  p ati e nt  w al k  o ut  t h e h os pi 
t al d o or,  b ut  it *s a n i n cr e di bl e f e eli n g 
k n o wi n g  y o u *ll  s e e a n e w  br ot h er  or  
sist er  i n C hrist  o ut  w al ki n g  o n  str e ets of  
g ol d  w h e n  G o d ' s  ki n g d o m  is est a blis h e d  
u p o n  t h e e art h!

B ei n g  a  missi o n ar y  is n ot  at  all li k e 
w h at  p e o pl e  t hi n k. R ar el y  d o  t h e y w e ar  
l oi n- cl ot hs a n d e at gr u b  w or ms  as a  
st a pl e p art  of  t h e di et.  Alt h o u g h  s o m e  
l e d t o t h e b us h  of  Afri c a  m a y  li v e li k e 
t his, t h e st er e ot y p e of  a missi o n ar y  is 
us u all y  wr o n g.  O n e  c o ul d  b e  a  missi o n 
ar y  n ot  o nl y  t o t h e utt er m ost  p arts  of  t h e
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A U L' S  W O R D S  T O  T H E  
c h ur c h  i n C ori nt h  pr o vi d e  
s o m e f o o d f or t h o u g ht as  
w e  c o nsi d er h o w  t o gi v e  
f or missi o ns.  I n 2  C ori nt hi

a ns  8: 3- 5,  h e  t ells t h e m a b o ut  t h e gi vi n g  
of  t h e M a c e d o ni a n  c h ur c h es:

B y  J u d y  M y ers  

Or e g o n,  I L

獭 渣 妍 w 海 尸 ： … … .、q 二
注 溪 :g g 忑 襟 削 对 :* "*心 、 ：*•戒 、 、 ? ；'泊 哙; H  
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I n R o m a ns  1 0: 1 3- 1 5 a  w e  r e a d:

" E v er y o n e  w h o  c alls  o n  t h e n a m e  of 
t h e L or d  will  b e  s a v e d. "  H o w,  t h e n, 
c a n  t h e y c all  o n  t h e o n e  t h e y h a v e  
n ot  b eli e v e d  i n ? A n d  h o w  c a n  t h e y 
b eli e v e  i n t h e o n e  of  w h o m  t h e y 
h a v e  n ot  h e ar d ?  A n d  h o w  c a n  t h e y 
h e ar  wit h o ut  s o m e o n e  pr e a c hi n g  t o 
t h e m ? A n d  h o w  c a n t h e y pr e a c h  
u nl ess  t h e y ar e  s e nt ?

T w o  gr o u ps  of  p e o pl e  ar e  i n v ol v e d i n 
t his p ass a g e  —  t h os e w h o  g o  a n d  t h os e 
w h o  s e n d.  I b eli e v e  all  of  us  f all i nt o o n e  
of  t h es e t w o gr o u ps.  W e  ar e  eit h er  c all e d  
t o g o  or  c all e d  t o s e n d.  G o d  h as  a  pl a n  f or 
e a c h  of  us.  If y o u  d o n't  k n o w  w h at  His 
pl a n  is f or y o u,  s p e n d ti m e s e e ki n g t o 
l e ar n it, a n d  w h e n  y o u  h a v e,  b e  tr u e t o 
t h at c alli n g  wit h  all  of  y o ur  b ei n g.

If y o u  ar e  c all e d  t o b e  t h e "s e n d er, "  
y o u  ar e  j ust as  i m p ort a nt t o t h e t as k as  if 
y o u  w er e  t h e u m ess a g e  b e ar e d'!

A  “ s e n d er " is o n e  w h o  pr o vi d es  t h e 
n e c ess ar y  s u p p ort f or t h e missi o n ar y.  
T h er e  ar e  t w o vit all y  i m p ort a nt r ol es w e  
n e e d  t o c o nsi d er  as  “ s e n d ers.”  First,  t h e 
r ol e of  i nt er c ess or. T h e  si n gl e gr e at est  
gift  t h at c a n  b e  gi v e n  t o a  p ers o n  o n  t h e 
fi el d is t h e k n o wl e d g e  t h at b a c k  at  h o m e,  
s o m e o n e  is pl e a di n g  f or t h e m a n d  t h eir 
mi nistr y.  T h e y  n e e d  t h e ass ur a n c e  t h ai 
t h eir mi nistr y  a n d t h e p e o pl e  t h e y ar e  
s er vi n g r e all y m att er.  S e c o n d,  t h e r ol e 
of  fi n a n ci al s u p p ort er. N o  missi o n  c a n  
f u n cti o n wit h o ut  fi n a n ci al gi vi n g.  Fr o m 
a  br o k e n,  b ur d e n e d  h e art  f or a  l ost a n d  
d yi n g  w orl d  c a n  c o m e  s a crifi ci al  gi vi n g  
f or t h e pri vil e g e  of  b ei n g  a p art  of  a  
mi nistr y.  T his  fi n a n ci al gi vi n g  c a n  c o m e  
i n m a n y  f or ms: o n e-ti m e  gift,  m o nt hl y  
c o ntri b uti o n, f ait h pr o mis e  off eri n g,  
p ers o n al  tit h e, or  tr ust. H o w e v er  it c o m es,  
it s h o ul d  b e  d o n e  b e c a us e  of  a  d esir e  t o 
s e e  G o d *s  p ur p os e  f ulfill e d. T h at  is w h at

F or  I t estif y t h at t h e y g a v e  as  m u c h  
as  t h e y w er e  a bl e,  a n d  e v e n  b e y o n d  
t h eir a bilit y.  E ntir el y  o n  t h eir o w n,  
t h e y ur g e ntl y  pl e a d e d  wit h  us  f or t h e 
pri vil e g e  of  s h ari n g  i n t his s er vi c e  t o 
t h e s ai nts.  A n d  t h e y di d  n ot  d o  as  w e  
e x p e ct e d,  b ut  t h e y g a v e  t h e ms el v es 
first t o t h e L or d  a n d  t h e n t o us  i n 
k e e pi n g  wit h  G o d's  will.

I b eli e v e  t h er e ar e s e v er al i m p ort a nt 
gi vi n g  pri n ci pl es  i n t h es e v ers es  t h at w e  
n e e d  t o c o nsi d er:

1 . u t h e y g a v e  as  m u c h  as  t h e y w er e  
a bl e,  a n d  e v e n  b e y o n d  t h eir a bilit y''  —  
T h e  M a c e d o ni a n  c h ur c h es  g a v e  s a crifi-  
ci all y. T h e  v ers es  j ust pri or  t o t h es e 
m e nti o n  s e v er e tri als a n d  e xtr e m e  p o v 
ert y,  y et  t h e y g a v e  i n "ri c h  g e n er osit y.' 1 
O ur  gi vi n g  n e e ds  t o b e  d o n e  i n t h e s a m e 
m a n n er.

2.  ' " e ntir el y o n  t h eir o w n " — P a ul  h a d  
n ot  pl e d  wit h  t h e m f or t h eir s u p p ort;  t h e y 
h a d  m a d e  t h at c h oi c e  fr e el y. E a c h  of  us  
M e e ds  t o c o nsi d er  w h at  w e  c a n  d o,  a n d  
t h e n d o  it of  o ur  o w n  fr e e will.

Missi o ns

3.  " pri vil e g e  of  s h ari n g  i n t his s er vi c e  
t o t h e s ai nts "  一  T h e y  c o nsi d er e d  t h eir 
gi vi n g  a  pri vil e g e  a n d  t h e y c o nsi d er e d  it 
t o b e  a  w a y  t h at t h e y c o ul d  b e  p art n ers  i n 
t h e mi nistr y.  W e  t o o n e e d  t o a d o pt  t his 
w a y  of  t hi n ki n g.

4.  ilg a v e  of  t h e ms el v es first t o t h e 
L or d'  —  B ef or e  d oi n g  a n yt hi n g, t h e y 
s o u g ht G o d  a n d His  l e a di n g. H e  pr o
vi d e d  t h e dir e cti o n  i n t h eir li v es. H e  
n e e ds  t o als o  pr o vi d e  t h e dir e cti o n  i n o ur  
li v es. B ef or e  w e  d o  a n yt hi n g,  w e  n e e d  
first t o s e e k G o d's  l e a di n g.

5.  u a n d  t h e n t o us  i n k e e pi n g wit h  
G o d's  wiir  — T h e y  u n d erst o o d  G o d's  
d esir e  f or all  t o c o m e  t o a  s a vi n g  k n o wl 
e d g e  a n d  a c c e pt a n c e  of  His  S o n.  T h us  
t h e y ali g n e d  t h e ms el v es wit h  t h os e g oi n g  
o ut  t o t e a c h t h e w orl d.  O ur  gi vi n g  n e e ds  
t o b e  a n  o ut gr o wt h  of  o ur  u n d erst a n di n g  
of  t h e will  of  G o d.

__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

宓 & W E
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H o w  t o B e c o m e  a  Missi o n ar y:
A n  E d u c ati o n al  Pr o c ess ?

B y  J o e  M arti n
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e v e n  i n v ol v e a n  i n n er cit y  eff ort.  W e  ar e  
r e c o m m e n di n g a n  i nt er vi e w a n d  e v al u 
ati o n  wit h  t h e l o c al p ast or  a n d  t h e i n di
vi d u al c o or di n ati n g  t h e tri p. W e  ar e  als o  
r e c o m m e n di n g s o m e t y p e of  cr oss- c ul 
t ur al tr ai ni n g r el ati v e t o t h e l e n gt h of  t h e 
e x p eri e n c e  d esir e d.  T his  s h o ul d i n cl u d e 
a  r e vi e w of  c ult ur al  t a b o os a n d  diff er e nt  
c ult ur al  m a n n ers.  F or  t h e l o n g er e x p eri 
e n c es,  s o m e l a n g u a g e h el ps  wit h  p ossi 
bl y  a  first ai d  a n d  h y gi e n e  c o urs e.

L e v el  t w o is f or t h e s u p p ort er or  
h el p er  f or t h e l o n g-t er m missi o n ar y.  W e  
ar e  e n visi o ni n g  t his t o b e  i n t h e ar e a  of  
si x m o nt hs  u p  t o a  c o u pl e  of  y e ars  at  a  
ti m e. Wit h  t his l e v el, it is s u g g est e d  t h at 
t h er e b e  i nt er vi e ws wit h  t h e l o c al p ast or,  
wit h  t h e Missi o ns  C o or di n at or  ( at pr es 
e nt  J u d y M y ers)  a n d  als o  wit h  t h e mis 
si o n  a g e n c y.  It is r e c o mi n e n d e d t h at o n e  
t a k e t esti n g i n t h e ar e as of  s pirit u al 
gift e d n ess,  a ptit u d e,  et c. A  m ai n  f o
c us  of  t h e e d u c ati o n  will  b e  cr oss-  
c ult ur al tr ai ni n g wit h  a f o c us o n  
l a n g u a g e, c ult ur al  t a b o os, g e o gr a 
p h y,  a n d wit h  t h e p ossi bilit y  of  
t h e a g e n c y  r e c o m m e n di n g t h at 
t h e p ers o n  t a k e t h e " P ers p e c-  
ti v es,, c o urs e.  T his  is a  c o urs e  
o n  t h e c urr e nt  st at us of  mis 
si o n ar y w or k  a n d tr ai ni n g 
off er e d  f or b ot h  cr e dit a n d 《  
n o n- cr e dit.  T his  m a y  b e  t a k e n

b y  m ail.  A  f urt h er as p e ct  of  e d u c ati o n  
f or t his l e v el m a y  b e  a  bi bli c al  r e vi e w of  
s o m e f u n d a m e nt als a n d  h o w  t o pr es e nt  
C hrist  a n d  G o d's  tr ut h t o ot h ers.  Als o,  
t h er e will  b e  a  m e di c al  e d u c ati o n  ass ess 
m e nt  wit h  a  p ossi bl e  r e vi e w of  first ai d  
a n d  h y gi e n e.

L e v el  t hr e e a n d s u bs e q u e nt e d u c a 
ti o n is f o c us e d o n  s o m e o n e  i nt er est e d i n 
a m aj or  c o m mit m e nt. A g ai n,  t h er e 
s h o ul d b e  i nt er vi e ws t o d et er mi n e  i nt er
est  wit h  t h e l o c al p ast or,  t h e Missi o ns  
C o or di n at or,  
a n d  t h e n 
wit h  
t h e

O W  D O E S  O N E  b e 
c o m e  a  missi o n ar y ?  T h e  
s o ur c e  of  C hristi a n  mis 
si o n is cl e ar:  J es us s ai d 
t o t h e m, uG o  i nt o all  t h e 

w orl d  a n d  pr e a c h  t h e g o o d  n e ws  t o all  
cr e ati o n *,  ( M ar k 1 6: 1 5).  K eit h  Gr e e n  h as  
a n  e x c ell e nt  li n e i n o n e  of  his  s o n gs  t h at 
s a ys,  “ J es us  c o m m a n ds  us  t o g o,  it s h o ul d 
b e  t h e e x c e pti o n  if w e  st a y. ”  E a c h  C hris 
ti a n k n o ws  t h at h e  or  s h e  m a y  n ot  b e  a bl e  
t o g o  t h o us a n ds of  mil es  a w a y  b ut  t h e y 
ar e  t o b e  missi o n ari es  t o t h eir c o m m u 
nit y a n d n ei g h b ors. If o n e  is st a yi n g 
i nsi d e o n e *s  h o m e  n ot  c o m m u ni c ati n g  
t h e g o o d  n e ws,  o n e  is n ot  o b e yi n g  J es us' 
pri m ar y  c o m m a n d.  T h o u g h  t h er e is n o  
q u esti o n  as  t o w h et h er  a  C hristi a n  is t o 
b e  i n missi o ns,  t h er e ar e  diff er e nt  c all 
i n gs a n d d esir es  r e g ar di n g t h e t y p e of  
missi o ns  o n e  will  d o  —  c o m m u nit y,  
st at e,  n ati o n al  or  f or ei g n. F or  t h os e i nt er
est e d  i n t h e l att er t y p e of  missi o ns,  t his 
arti cl e  will  pr o vi d e  c urr e nt  t hi n ki n g fr o m 
t h e " L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al”  s e n d 
i n g a g e n c y  as  t o t h e e d u c ati o n  pr o c ess  t o 
b e c o m e  a  missi o n ar y.

At  pr es e nt,  t h er e ar e  t hr e e l e v els of  
p ossi bl e  c o m mit m e nt  a n d  c o ns e q u e ntl y  
t hr e e l e v els of  e d u c ati o n  s u g g est e d b y  
t h e s e n di n g a g e n c y. L e v el  o n e  is f or 
s o m e o n e i nt er est e d i n a si x m o nt hs  or  
l ess cr oss- c ult ur al e x p eri e n c e.  T his c o ul d
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c o ns ult ati o n,  pl e as e  c o nt a ct:

A B C
A T L A N T A  BI B L E  C O L L E G E
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%'s  M or e  T h a n  a n  E d u c ati o n  
It's a  W a y  of  Lif er

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  

Att n:  K e nt  R oss  

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

J o e  M arti n  is a n  i nstr u ct or at  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  i n 
M orr o w,  G e or gi a.  H e  h as  s er v e d 
o n  t h e Missi o n  S e n di n g  A g e n c y  
f or t h e C h ur c h  of G o d  
( A br a h a mi c F ait h).

pr e p ar e  w ell,  f or t h e c h all e n g e  is gr e at/,  
I n J a m es  R ut z's  b o o k,  7 7 z  O p e n  C h ur c h.  
t h er e is a  c h a pt er  e ntitl e d , < € T h e  S e cr et  of  
Tr u e  Gr e at n ess:  T a ki n g  t h e H ar d  R o a d. "  
T h er e  R ut z  wr ot e  of  Ar n ol d  S c h w ar z 
e n e g g ers  tr ai ni n g —  t h e h ar d,  ar d u o us  
e x er cis e  h e  w e nt  t hr o u g h t o g et  w h er e  h e  
di d.  W h at  w e  ar e  d oi n g  is s o i m p ort a nt 
a n d  ur g e nt  t h at t h e A g e n c y  ur g es  y o u  t o 
c o nsi d er  i nt er vi e wi n g a n d a p pl yi n g if 
G o d  m a y  b e  c alli n g y o u  t o missi o ns  
s er vi c e. It will  n ot  b e  e as y.  Y o u  will  b e 
c o m e fr ustr at e d wit h  t h e s yst e ms i n
v ol v e d  a n d  t h e h o o ps  t h at w e  a n d  ot h ers  
ar e  e x p e cti n g  y o u  t o j u m p t hr o u g h, bi n  
r e m e m b er t h e ur g e n c y  a n d  i m p ort a n c e 
of  u G o  i nt o all  t h e w orl d  a n d  pr e a c h  t h e 
g o o d  n e ws  t o all  cr e ati o n. "  w

L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n ati o n al A g e n c y.  
I n t his ar e a  t h er e will  b e  e xt e nsi v e  t est
i n g f or gift e d n ess,  p ers o n alit y,  a ptit u d e,  
et c. b ot h  wit hi n  t h e C o nf er e n c e  a n d  
A g e n c y  a n d  als o  wit h  a n  e xt er n al  t esti n g 
gr o u p.  T h er e  ar e s e v er al pr of essi o n al  
t esti n g a g e n ci es s p e cifi c all y us e d b y  
missi o n  or g a ni z ati o ns  t o ass ess o n e's  
p ers o n alit y  a n d  m at c hi n g  t o a  l o n g-t er m 
missi o n  eff ort.  At  t his p oi nt,  t h er e is t o 
b e  a f or m al a p pli c ati o n  a n d  e v al u ati o n  
b y  t h e A g e n c y.  If a c c e pt e d  o n e  e nt ers  
i nt o f or m al tr ai ni n g.

T h e  f or m al tr ai ni n g is a n  e d u c ati o n al  
pr o c ess  t h at will  c o v er  f o ur- pl us y e ars.  
F or  t his e d u c ati o n,  w e  ar e  at  pr es e nt  of 
f eri n g t w o o pti o ns.

O pti o n  o n e  will  i n v ol v e f o ur y e ars  at  
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  pl us  a n i nt er n- 
s hi p/ missi o n ar y e x p eri e n c e d uri n g  or  
aft er  t h e f or m al e d u c ati o n.  Wit h  a d vis e 
m e nt  fr o m K e nt  R oss,  t h e a c a d e mi c  
d e a n,  it is s u g g est e d  t h at t his e nt ails  t w o 
h u n dr e d  a n d  el e v e n  q u art er  h o urs  fr o m 
Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  l e a di n g t o a  
b a c h el or's  d e gr e e.  It is t o i n cl u d e a  wi d e  
r a n g e of  Bi bl e,  mi nistr y,  a n d g e n er al  
e d u c ati o n  c o urs es  wit h  s o m e s p e cifi cs 
s u c h as t h e af or e m e nti o n e d  " P ers p e c 
ti v es”  c o urs e,  a  m e di c al  i nt e nsi v e, cr oss-  
c ult ur al c o m m u ni c ati o ns, c ult ur al a n 
t hr o p ol o g y, et c. Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  
at  pr es e nt  r e q uir es a n  ass o ci at e's  d e gr e e

fr o m Cl a yt o n  St at e  C oll e g e  if all w or k  
f or t h e b a c h el or's  is d o n e  at  A B C.  T h at  
ass o ci at e's  d e gr e e  i n v ol v es s o m e  ni n et y-  
o n e  q u art er  h o urs  a n d  is i n cl u d e d as  p art  
of  t h e t w o h u n dr e d  a n d  el e v e n.

O pti o n  t w o is a n  e d u c ati o n al  pr o c ess  
t h at will  c o v er  b asi c all y  t h e s a m e  a m o u nt  
ofti m e  b ut  will  all o w  t h e c a n di d at e  t o d o  
t w o y e ars  i n t h e l o c al c o m m u nit y  s etti n g 
i n c o or di n ati o n  wit h  t h e l o c al p ast or  a n d  
c h ur c h, a n d als o t w o y e ars  at Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  T his  w as  e n c o ur a g e d  
si n c e t h er e m a y  b e c as es w h er e  a  
c a n di d at e's  missi o n ar y  i nt er est m a y  b e  
b ett er  s er v e d b y  a  l o c al c oll e g e  a n d  t h e 
l o c al c h ur c h  —  f or i nst a n c e, if o n e  w er e  
i nt er est e d i n s er vi n g i n P ol a n d,  a n d a  
l o c al c h ur c h w as  n e ar  a l ar g e P olis h  
c o m m u nit y  w h er e  t h e c a n di d at e  c o ul d  
b e gi n  t o l e ar n t h e r u di m e nts of  t h e P ol 
is hl a n g u a g e a n d  i nt er a ct wit h  t h e p e o pl e  
w hil e  att e n di n g  t h e ar e a  c oll e g e  or  u ni 
v ersit y.  T h e  a d diti o n al  t w o y e ars  w o ul d  
b e  c o v eri n g  Bi bl e  a n d  mi nistr y  c o urs es,  
al o n g  wit h  a n y  a d diti o n al  r e c o m m e n d a
ti o ns, at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.

It l o o ks li k e a  l ot, d o es n'  t it ? I r e m e m
b er  B u c k mi nst er  F ull er,  t h e i nt ell e ct u al 
i n v e nt or of  t h e g e c xl esi c  d o m e,  dis c uss 
i n g t h e e n vir o n m e nt  wit h  a  gr o u p  of  c ol 
l e g e st u d e nts.  H e  s ai d , “ W h at  w e  h a v e  t o 
d o  is s o i m p ort a nt a n d  ur g e nt  t h at w e  
m ust  b e  c ar ef ul t o t a k e o ur  ti m e a n d

G E N E RI C  C A P TI O N  ( C h o os e O n e):

a.  u C o m c  u n d er  G o d's  W or d. ”
b.  " D el v e  i nt o G o d's  Pr o mis es. 0
c.  u B o g g c d  d o w n  i n L e viti c us ?  L et  us  h el p. ”
d.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _(s u b missi o ns a c c e pt e d)
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HI S  T E X T  I S O F T E N  
us e d  t o s u p p ort t h e i d e a 
t h at t h e A p ostl e  P a ul  
wis h e d  t o di e  s o t h at h e  
c o ul d  g o  i m m e di at el y t o 

h e a v e n  a n d  b e  wit h  C hrist.  It is t h o u g ht 
t o b e  a " diffi c ult t e xt " f or t h os e w h o  
b eli e v e  t h e Bi bl e  t e a c h es t h at t h e d e a d  
ar e asl e e p a n d d o  n ot  g et  t o b e  wit h  
C hrist  u ntil  t h e ti m e of  t h e r es urr e cti o n 
at  His  c oi ni n g.

T h e  cl ai m  of  s o m e  t h at P a ul  wis h e d  t o 
g o  t o h e a v e n  at  d e at h  r e pr es e nts hi m  as  
f a c e d wit h  o n e  of  t w o c h oi c es: lif e or  
d e at h.  T h e  l att er e v e nt, as t h e y s e e it, 
w o ul d  e n a bl e  hi m  "t o  d e p art  a n d  b e  wit h  
C hrist ”  ( v. 2 3).  Y et,  w h e n  all  of  P a ul *s  
t e a c hi n gs a b o ut  t h e f ut ur e lif e ar e  st u d
i e d a n d c o m p ar e d, a s eri o us q u esti o n  
aris es  as  t o t his p o p ul ar  i nt e qjr et ati o n of 
w h at  P a ul  s a ys h er e.

W h y,  f or i nst a n c e, di d  h e  t e a c h i n 1  
T h ess al o ni a ns  4  t h at t h e w a y  C hristi a ns  
g et  t o " b e  wit h  wit h  L or d ”  ( v. 1 7)  is b y  
b ei n g r es urr e ct e d at His  " c o mi n g "  
( v. 1 5)  a n d  b y  b ei n g  c a u g ht  u p  t o m e et  
Hi m  aft er  H e  d es c e n ds  fr o m h e a v e n  
( w. 1 6, 1 7) ?  T h er e  is n ot hi n g  h er e  a b o ut  
g oi n g  t o b e  wit h  t h e L or d  w h e n  o n e  di es,  
or  a b o ut  i n di vi d u als p assi n g  o n e  b y  o n e  
i nt o t h e h e a v e ns  w h e n e v er  t h e y di e.  N o,  
P a ul  d es cri b es  t h e g at h eri n g  of  a n  e ntir e

pr:.  • 非•... •
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B y  Willi a m  M.  W a c ht el  

W e n at c h e e,  W A

^ ^ 1: 2 0- 2 6

c o ns ci o us  or  t h at t h e y ar e ali v e “ wit h  
C hrist ”  d uri n g  a s u p p os e d u i nt er m e di- 
at e st at e " b et w e e n  d e at h  a n d  r es urr e c
ti o n.

Ar e  w e  t o b eli e v e,  t h e n, t h at P a ul  
c o ntr a di cts  hi ms elf  i n P hili p pi a ns  1 : 2 0- 
2 6,  or  t h at h e  h a d  r e c ei v e d "f urt h er  li g ht”  
o n  t h e st at e of  t h e d e a d  b y  t h e ti m e h e  
wr ot e  t his l ett er ? S o m e  writ ers  h a v e  s o 
st at e d or  s u g g est e d. It s e e ms str a n g e,  
h o w e v er,  t o s e e k t o h ar m o ni z e  P a ul's  
writi n gs  b y  s u c h  i nt er pr et ati o ns. R at h er,  
it w o ul d  s e e m wis er  t o as k  w h et h er  t h e 
a p p ar e ntl y  c o nfli cti n g  i d e as c a n  i n f a ct 
b e  f o u n d t o fit t o g et h er i n a  c o nsist e nt  
a n d  h ar m o ni o us  m a n n er!

W h e n  w e  e x a mi n e  t h e t e xt i n P hili p 
pi a ns  w e  dis c o v er,  f or e x a m pl e, t h at 
P a ul  r e all y is n ot  s a yi n g t h at h e  d o es  n ot  
" k n o w "  w h et h er  h e  w o ul d  c h o os e  lif e or  
d e at h. M ost  of  o ur  E n glis h  v ersi o ns  
r e n d er t h e Gr e e k  w or d  us e d  h er e  ( g n or- 
iz o) as  " k n o w "  or  s o m e  s y n o n y m  m e a n 
i n g t h e s a m e. B ut  if g n oriz o  m e a ns  
" k n o w ”  h er e,  it is t h e o nl y  i nst a n c e i n 
t h e e ntir e  N e w  T est a m e nt  w h er e  it is s o 
tr a nsl at e d! T his  v er b  o c c urs  2 5  ti m es i n 
t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  a n d  i n e v er y  ot h er  
t e xt it is tr a nsl at e d u t o m a k e  k n o w n "  or  
u t o d e cl ar e. "  M o ult o n  a n d Milli g a n *s  
st a n d ar d w or k,  T h e  V o c a b ul ar y  of  t h e 
Gr e e k  N e w  T est a m e nt,  ass ess es t h e 
m e a ni n g  a n d  us a g e  of  t his w or d  i n t h e 
K oi n e  Gr e e k  p a p yri  a n d  st at es t h at u ii 
h as  d efi nit el y  t h e m e a ni n g ' m a k e  k n o w n ' 
as  i n all its N T  o c c urr e n c es  ( e v e n P hil.  
1: 2 2) "  ( p. 1 2 9).

T his  o u g ht  t o al ert  us  t o t h e f a ct t h at 
s o m et hi n g q u esti o n a bl e  m a y  b e  g oi n g  
o n  i n t h e mi n ds  Qf  tr a nsl at ors w h o  r e n d er 
g n oriz o  as " k n o w ” i nst e a d of  M m a k e  
k n o w n "  or  '' d e cl ar e. " Is it b e c a us e  t his 
v er b  c a n n ot b e ar  its r e g ul ar m e a ni n g  
h er e,  or  b e c a us e  t h os e tr a nsl at ors ar e  
i m p osi n g a vi e w  of  t h eir o w n  o n  w h at  
P a ul  is s a yi n g ? Ar e  w e  t o ass u m e  t h at 
P a ul  d o es  n ot  k n o w  w hi c h  of  t h e t w o 
c h oi c es  h e  w o ul d  m a k e,  or  r at h er t h at h e  
d o es  n ot  t ell his  r e a d ers w hi c h  c h oi c e  h e  
w o ul d  pr ef er ?

gr o u p  at  o n e  li m e i nt o t h e pr es e n c e  of  
t h e S a vi or,  a n d  t h at t o t a k e pl a c e  at  His  
r et ur n! It will  b e  a gr a n d  a n d  gl ori o us  
r e u ni o n f or all  t h e f ait hf ul fr o m b ot h  t h e 
Ol d  a n d  N e w  T est a m e nt  a g es  —  t his is 
t h e u b ett er  t hi n g " t o w hi c h  t h e a ut h or  of  
H e br e ws  als o l o o k e d f or w ar d ( 1 1: 3 9, 
4 0).

T h e  s a m e s c e n ari o is d e pi ct e d  i n 1 
C ori nt hi a ns  1 5, w h er e  P a ul  d e cl ar es  t h at 
t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  i n C hrist  
o c c urs  " at his  c o mi n g ,, ( v. 2 3).  It is 
st at e d t h at m e a n w hil e  t h e d e a d  h a v e  
“ f all e n asl e e p "  ( v v. 1 8,  2 0,  5 1).  C hrist  
Hi ms elf  is s ai d t o h a v e  sl e pt i n d e at h,  
b ei n g  t h e U firstfr uits of  t h os e w h o  h a v e  
f all e n asl e e p ” ( v. 2 0).  T h e  p ass a g e  i n 
1 T h ess al o ni a ns  4  als o  d es cri b es  t h e d e a d  
i n C hrist  as "t h os e w h o  h a v e  f all e n 
asl e e p " ( v v. 1 3, 1 4, 1 5). N ot hi n g  i n 
eit h er  p ass a g e  i m pli es t h at t h e d e a d  ar e

聂  Qf  A £St u d y  of L 幺 #!

P hili p pi a ns
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R e m e m b er  t his: W h o e v er  s o ws  s p ar
i n gl y will  als o  r e a p s p ari n gl y, a n d  
w h o e v er  s o ws g e n er o usl y  will  als o

Gi vi n g  t o Missi o ns  
( C o nti n u e d  fr o m P a g e  1 1)  

r e a p g e n er o usl y.  E a c h  m a n  s h o ul d 
gi v e  w h at  h e  h as  d e ci d e d  i n his  h e art  
t o gi v e,  n ot  r el u ct a ntl y or  u n d er  
c o m p ulsi o n,  f or G o d  l o v es a  c h e er 
f ul gi v er.  A n d  G o d  is a bl e  t o m a k e  
all  gr a c e  a b o u n d  t o y o u,  s o  t h at i n all  
t hi n gs at  all ti m es, h a vi n g  all t h at 
y o u  n e e d,  y o u  will  a b o u n d  i n e v er y  
g o o d  w or k.  As  it is writt e n:  " H e  h as  
s c att er e d  a br o a d  his  gifts  t o t h e p o or;  
his  ri g ht e o us n ess e n d ur es  f or e v er. " 
N o w  h e  w h o  s u p pli es s e e d t o t h e 
s o w er a n d  br e a d  f or f o o d will  als o  
s u p pl y a n d i n cr e as e y o ur  st or e of 
s e e d a n d  will  e nl ar g e  t h e h ar v est  of 
y o ur  ri g ht e o us n ess. Y o u  will  b e  
m a d e  ri c h i n e v er y  w a y  s o t h at y o u  
c a n  b e  g e n er o us  o n  e v er y  o c c asi o n,

As  a  m att er  of  f a ct, h e  d o es  t ell t h e m 
q uit e  cl e arl y  w h at  h e  w a nts:  u t o d e p art  
a n d  b e  wit h  C hrist. n  B ut  h e  h as  alr e a d y  
st at e d t h at h e  d o es  n ot  d e cl ar e  w hi c h  of  
枫 。 s p e cifi c  alt er n ati v es  h e  w o ul d  c h o os e  
— w h et h er  t o k e e p  o n  li vi n g or  t o di e.  
Eit h er  of  t h es e t w o w o ul d  i n v ol v e c er 
t ai n a d v a nt a g es  a n d dis a d v a nt a g es  f or 
hi m  a n d  f or his  r e a d ers.

If h e w er e  t o k e e p  o n  li vi n g, t his 
w o ul d  m e a n  "fr uitf ul  l a b or”  ( v. 2 2,  N F V)  
f or hi m  a n d w o ul d  r es ult i n " pr o gr ess  
a n d j o y i n t h e f ait h " ( v. 2 5) f or his  
r e a d ers. It w o ul d  als o  all o w  P a ul  t o e x alt  
C hrist  i n w h at e v er  cir c u mst a n c es his  
lif e w o ul d  bri n g  ( v. 2 0).  If, o n  t h e ot h er  
h a n d,  h e  w er e  t o di e,  his  m art yr d o m  
w o ul d  e x alt  C hrist.  His  f ait hf ul n ess u nt o 
d e at h  w o ul d  g ai n  hi m  a  m art yr's  cr o w n  
( R e v. 2: 1 0)  i n t h e d a y  w h e n  cr o w ns  ar e  
a w ar d e d  ( 2 Ti m.  4: 8).  His  e x a m pl e  as  a  
m art yr  w o ul d  str e n gt h e n ot h er  C hris 
ti a ns t o b e  f ait hf ul d es pit e  p ers e c uti o n  

〔 a n d  m art yr d o m.  F or  P a ul's  r e a d ers, t h e 
dis a d v a nt a g e  of his  d e at h  w o ul d  b e  t h eir 
l osi n g hi m  a n d  his  c o nti n u e d  mi nistr y.

T his  bri n gs  us  t o t h e f a ct t h at P a ul  
d o es  d es cri b e  w h at  is his  r e al d esir e,

w e  ar e  s e e ki n g f or i n t h e missi o ns  pr o 
gr a m  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  W e  d esir e  
i n di vi d u als a n d c h ur c h es w h o  will  b e  
p art n ers  i n t h e missi o ns  mi nistri es  w e  
ar e  i n t h e pr o c ess  of  d e v el o pi n g.  D uri n g  
t h e n e xt  f e w y e ars  w e  n e e d willi n g  
"s e n d ers ” t o h el p  tr ai n i n di vi d u als f or 
missi o ns  s er vi c e. W e  n e e d  p art n ers  t o 
pr a y  r e g ul arl y a n d  f er v e ntl y f or c urr e nt  
mi nistri es  b ot h  at  h o m e  a n d  a br o a d.  W e  
n e e d  t h e “ m ess a g e  b e ar ers ”  t o st e p f or
w ar d  a n d  d e cl ar e  t h eir c all.

w hi c h  w e  fi n d t o b e  a  t hir d alt er n ati v e:  
“ t o d e p art  a n d  b e  wit h  C hrist. ”  P a ul  s a ys 
t h at t his u is b ett er  b y  f ar”  ( v. 2 3,  NI V).  
At  t his p oi nt  h e  pil es  o n  s u p erl ati v es  t o 
e x pr ess  h o w  m u c h  m or e  h e  d esir es  t his 
t hir d alt er n ati v e.  It is b ett er  t h a n a n y  t w o 
ot h er  c h oi c es  b e c a us e  it is t h e b est  of  all!  
H e  h as  alr e a d y  t ol d us  t h at h e  will  n ot  
d e cl ar e  w h et h er  h e  w o ul d  c h o os e  d e at h  
or  m ort al  lif e. If u t o di e "  m e a ns  t h at h e  
t h e n, b y  m e a ns  of  d e at h,  g ets  t o d e p art  
a n d  b e  wit h  C hrist,  h e  h as  o b vi o usl y  t ol d 
us  w h at  h e  s ai d  h e  w o ul d  n ot  t ell us ! C a n  
w e  b eli e v e  t h at P a ul  h as  c o ntr a di ct e d  
hi ms elf  wit hi n  t w o a dj oi ni n g  v ers es  ( 2 2 
a n d  2 3) ?

I n v ers e  2 3  P a ul  s a ys h e  is “ pr ess e d  
o ut ”  b y  t h e t w o t hi n gs h e  h as  alr e a d y  
m e nti o n e d  一  t o li v e or  t o di e.  Ar n dt  a n d  
Gi n gri c h  tr a nsl at e: "I a m  h ar d  pr ess e d  
(t o c h o os e)  b et w e e n  t h e t w o”  ( p. 7 9 7).  It 
is i n t h e s e nt e n c e j ust pr e c e di n g  t his 
st at e m e nt  t h at h e  s a ys, u  A n d  w h at  I s h all 
c h o os e  I d o  n ot  m a k e  k n o w n. ”  W e  m ust  
c o n cl u d e,  t h er ef or e, t h at w h e n  h e  s a ys 
h e  w a nts  t o d e p art  a n d  b e  wit h  C hrist  h e  
is n ot  s a yi n g  t h at h e  w a nts  t o di e  i n or d er  
t h at h e  m a y  s o d e p art!

a n d  t hr o u g h us  y o ur  g e n er osit y  will  
r es ult i n t h a n ks gi vi n g t o G o d.  T his  
s er vi c e t h at y o u  p erf or m  is n ot  o nl y  
s u p pl yi n g  t h e n e e ds  of  G o d's  p e o pl e  
b ut  is als o o v erfl o wi n g  i n m a n y  
e x pr essi o ns  of  t h a n ks t o G o d.  B e 
c a us e  of  t h e s er vi c e b y  w hi c h  y o u  
h a v e  pr o v e d  y o urs el v es,  m e n  will  
pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e o b e di e n c e  t h at 
a c c o m p a ni es  y o ur  c o nf essi o n  of  t h e 
g os p el  of  C hrist  a n d  f or y o ur  g e n er 
osit y  i n s h ari n g  wit h  t h e m a n d  wit h  
e v er y o n e  els e.  A n d  i n t h eir pr a y ers  
f or y o u  t h eir h e arts  will  g o  o ut  t o 
y o u,  b e c a us e  of  t h e s ur p assi n g  gr a c e  
G o d  h as  gi v e n  y o u.  T h a n ks  b e  t o 
G o d  f or his  i n d es cri b a bl e gift!  ( 2 
C or.  9: 6- 1 5).

W h at,  t h e n, is h e  r e all y s a yi n g ?  P a ul  
h a d alr e a d y writt e n  t h at at C hrist's  
c o mi n g,  w h e n  H e  d es c e n ds  fr o m h e a v e n,  
t h e r es urr e ct e d a n d  gl orifi e d  s ai nts  will,  
i n f a ct, d e p art  (fr o m t h e s urf a c e of  t h e 
e art h)  t o u m e et  t h e L or d  i n t h e aif  ( 1 
T h ess.  4: 1 7).  T h e y  will  b e  " c a u g ht  u p "  
or  “ s n at c h e d a w a y ”  ( Gr e e k, h ar p az d)  i n 
t h e cl o u ds f or t h e gr a n d  a n d gl ori o us  
r e u ni o n wit h  t h eir L or d  —  a n d "s o "  
( Gr e e k, h o ut os,  " b y s u c h m e a ns' 〉 b e  
f or e v er " wit h  t h e L or d. "  ( W h e n t h e S pirit  
of  t h e L or d  U s u d d e nl y  t o o k P hili p  a w a y "  
( A cts 8: 3 9  —  Gr e e k,  h ar p az d),  P hili p  
d e p art e d  fr o m t h e pr es e n c e  of  t h e Et hi o 
pi a n  e u n u c h  a n d w as  t a k e n t o a n ot h er  
l o c ati o n!)

P a ul  c o nsist e ntl y  m a g nifi es  t h e r es
urr e cti o n  of  b eli e v ers  at t h e r et ur n of  
C hrist as  t h e “ bl ess e d  h o p e ”  ( Tit us 2:1 3 ) 
t o b e  h el d  b ef or e  o ur  e y es. H e  n e v er  
e x alts  d e at h  (it is a n  e n e m y\  —  1 C or.  
1 5: 2 6)  n or  d o es  h e  i m pl y t h at it is a  
m e a ns  b y  w hi c h  t o e nt er  i nt o C hrist  
pr es e n c e!  P hili p pi a ns  1 : 2 O- 2 6 is wr o n gl y  
s o i nt er pr et e d —  yi el di n g  a  c o ntr a di c 
ti o n wit hi n  t h e t e xt its elf a n d  a  cl as h  wit h  
P a ufs  o w n  t e a c hi n gs els e w h er e! *
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r e vi e w e d a n d i m pr o v e d. B ut  it di d n't  
a p p e ar  t h at t h e s c h o ol s yst e m  w as  g oi n g  
t o d o  a n yt hi n g  a b o ut  it. I f elt t h e j o b of  
r e vi e wi n g t h e b o o ks  o n  t h e list w as  t o o 
bi g  a  j o b f or m e.  T h er e  w er e  o v er  t w o 
h u n dr e d  b o o ks  t o r e vi e w.

S o  I d e ci d e d  t o ar o us e  all  t h e C hris 
ti a n h el p  i n R os w ell  I c o ul d.  T h er e  ar e  
o v er  o n e  h u n dr e d  c h ur c h es  i n R os w ell.  
I st art e d c alli n g  e a c h  p ast or  t o e x pl ai n  
t h e h el p  I n e e d e d  a n d  t o as k  f or n a m es  
a n d  p h o n e  n u m b ers  of  p e o pl e  w h o  mi g ht  
b e  i nt er est e d i n h el pi n g  r e vi e w t h e s c h o ol 
b o o ks.  I g ot  t o g et h er f ort y-t w o C hris 
ti a ns t o h el p.  I di vi d e d  t h e b o o ks  i nt o 
gr o u ps  of  t hr e e t o fi v e p er  p ers o n  a n d  
s e nt t h e n a m es  of  t h e b o o ks  a n d a n  
e v al u ati o n s h e et f or e a c h  v ol u nt e er  t o 
fill o ut.

W h e n  t h e e v al u ati o n s h e ets w er e  
t ur n e d i n, I c at e g ori z e d  t h e m u n d er  o n e  
of  t hr e e h e a di n gs:  " G o o d, " " F air, ”  a n d  
" U n a c c e pt a bl e. " I m a d e  c o pi es  of  t h e 
r e p ort s h e et t o h a n d  o ut  a n d pr es e nt e d  
t h e m, al o n g  wit h  a  s p e e c h,  at  a  m e eti n g  
wit h  t h e R e a di n g  C urri c ul u m  A d o pti o n  
C o m mitt e e  I h a d  b e e n  i n vit e d t o. A  T V  
st ati o n h a d  a  r e p ort er t h er e wit h  a  c a m
er a  b e c a us e  t his w as  a  h ot  pi e c e  of  n e ws.  
I' m s ur e t h e c o m mitt e e  f elt t h e h e at  of  
pr ess ur e fr o m b ot h  si d es: t h e li b er al 
m e di a  a n d  p ar e nts  w h o  di d n't  li k e w h at  
w e  w er e  d oi n g,  a n d  c o ns er v ati v e  C hris-

HI L EI W A S  gr o w 
i n g u p,  I w as  a  q ui et,  
s h y girl  w h o  n e v er  
t al k e d m u c h.  Si n c e  
b ei n g  i nj ur e d i n a n  

a c ci d e nt i n 1 9 6 7, m y  lif e h as  b e e n  
c o m mitt e d  o n e  h u n dr e d  p er c e nt  t o s er v
i n g m y  Cr e at or  a n d G o d.  B ut  I n e v er  
dr e a m e d  of  h a vi n g t h e str e n gt h a n d  
c o ur a g e  t o w a g e  a  str o n g b attl e  f or t h e 
L or d  i n w hi c h  I f elt I w as  st a n di n g  al o n e,  
s urr o u n d e d b y  w ol v es.

It st art e d f o ur y e ars  a g o. M y  s o n, 
Bri a n,  t h e n i n t h e s e v e nt h  gr a d e,  w as  p ut  
i n A c c el er at e d  L a n g u a g e  Arts,  a n  a d 
v a n c e d E n glis h  cl ass t h at d e alt  wit h  
criti c al  t hi n ki n g. I f elt pr o u d.

S e v er al  d a ys  aft er  s c h o ol st art e d, I 
h a p p e n e d  t o s ki m  t hr o u g h t h e b o o k  m y  
s o n h a d  b e e n  assi g n e d  t o r e a d. It w as  
e ntitl e d  T e n  Littl e  I n di a ns, b y  A g at h a  
C hristi e.  J ust  s ki m mi n g, I f o u n d t hirt y
ei g ht  s w e ar w or ds,  a p o e m  t h at m e n 
ti o n e d t hr e e m et h o ds  of  s ui ci d e, t w o 
r ef er e n c es t o r eli gi o n as a m a ni a,  t h e 
m ur d er er's  writi n g  of  his  l ustf ul d esir e  
t o gi v e  his  m ur d ers  artisti c, brilli a nt  
pl a n ni n g,  a n d a c o n cl u di n g d et ail e d  
d es cri pti o n  of  t h e ni n e  m ur d ers  h e  h a d  
c o m mitt e d a n d  his  s ui ci d e d esi g n e d  t o 
l o o k li k e a  t e nt h m ur d er.  I w as  s h o c k e d.

W h e n  I fill e d m y  h us b a n d  i n o n  t h e 
c o nt e nts  of  t h e b o o k,  h e  as k e d,  " W h at  is

t h e p ur p os e  of  o ur  t w el v e- y e ar- ol d r e a d
i n g t his b o o k ?  Is it t o t e a c h hi m  t e n w a ys  
of  m ur d er  or  f o ur w a ys  of  s ui ci d e ? "

I c o m pl ai n e d a b o ut t h e b o o k t o 
Bri a n's  t e a c h er a n d  t o t h e R os w ell  I n d e
p e n d e nt  S c h o ol  Distri ct  dir e ct or  of  
e d u c ati o n.  I w as  t ol d t h e b o o k  h a d  b e e n  
a p pr o v e d b y  t h e R e a di n g  C urri c ul u m  
A d o pti o n  C o m mitt e e,  a n d  t h at it is pr a c 
ti c all y i m p ossi bl e t o fi n d a c urr e ntl y  
p u blis h e d  b o o k  t h at d o es  n ot  h a v e  o n e  or  
m or e  s w e ar w or ds  i n it. I w as  als o  t ol d 
t h at, wit h  o n e  e x c e pti o n,  t h e ot h er  b o o ks  
t o b e  assi g n e d  i n t h e A c c el er at e d  L a n 
g u a g e  Arts  cl ass  w er e  as  b a d  or  w ors e.

I i m m e di at el y p ull e d  o ur  s o n o ut  of 
t h e a c c el er at e d cl ass a n d p ut  hi m  i n 
r e g ul ar E n glis h.  Alt h o u g h  t h e p ur p os e  
of  t h e A c c el er at e d  L a n g u a g e  Arts  cl ass  
w as  t o gi v e  t h e bri g ht er  c hil d  m or e  of  a  
c h all e n g e,  I fi g ur e d m y  s o n  di d  n ot  n e e d  
t h at ki n d  of  c h all e n g e  —  o n e  of  m ur d er,  
s ui ci d e,  b a d  l a n g u a g e, a n d  r eli gi o n b as h 
i n g.

I e x pr ess e d  m y  c o n c er ns  i n a  l ett er t o 
t h e e dit or  of  t h e R os w ell  D ail y  R e c or d.  
I e n d e d  wit h  a  pl e a  t o p ar e nts  t o b e  a w ar e  
of  w h at  t h eir c hil dr e n ar e r e a di n g i n 
s c h o ol a n d a s u g g esti o n t h at if t h e y 
di d n't  li k e t h e m at eri al,  t h e y s h o ul d d o  
s o m et hi n g a b o ut  it.

I c ert ai nl y  f elt t h at t h e b o o ks  o n  t h e 
R e a di n g  C urri c ul u m  List  s h o ul d b e
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w as  w or ki n g  o utsi d e  t h e s yst e m. B ut  b y  
t h e e n d  of  t h at s c h o ol y e ar,  s h e d e ci d e d  
w h at  w e  p ar e nts  h a d  d o n e  h a d  pr o v e d  t o 
b e  f or t h e b ett er m e nt  of  p art  of  t h e s ys
t e m. W e  w er e n't  o ut  j ust t o m a k e  tr o u bl e. 
Si n c e  t h e n, s h e h as  g o n e  o ut  of  h er  w a y  
t o b e  fri e n dl y t o m e.  T his  w as  m y  first 
p art  i n b ei n g  i n v ol v e d wit h  or  i n t h e 
s c h o ol s yst e m.

S h ortl y  aft er  t his, a fri e n d of  mi n e  
s u g g est e d  I a p pl y  f or a  s u bstit ut e  t e a c h
i n g j o b si n c e I h a d  e n o u g h  c oll e g e  cr e d 
its. T v e  b e e n  s u bstit ut e t e a c hi n g i n t h e 
p u bli c  s c h o ol f or t w o a n d a h alf  y e ars  
n o w.  T wi c e  w h e n  t h e e v ol uti o n  t h e or y 
c a m e u p,  I t a u g ht it j ust as it is —  a  
t h e or y. I l o v e d s h o oti n g it f ull of  h ol es  
wit h  r e as o ns w h y  it is n't tr u e a n d  t a ki n g 
t h e o p p ort u nit y  t o pr es e nt  t h e Cr e ati o n  
si d e of  t h e st or y as  w ell.  I h a v e n't  b e e n  
fir e d y et.

T w o  y e ars  a g o,  P a m,  t h e n e w  dir e ct or  
of  s e c o n d ar y e d u c ati o n, as k e d m e  t o 
s er v e o n a c o m mitt e e of  t e a c h ers t o 
s el e ct  t h e b est  s ci e n c e  b o o ks  f or R os w ell  
s c h o ols  f or t h e n e xt  si x y e ars.

I w as n't  s u p er  h a p p y  a b o ut  a n y  of  t h e 
s ci e n c e b o o ks  o n  t h e St at e  A p pr o v e d  
List.  All  of  t h e m st at e t h e e v ol uti o n  
t h e or y as  f a ct, n ot  as  t h e or y. S o m e  b o o ks  
r ef err e d t o e v ol uti o n  t hr o u g h o ut. O c h er  
b o o ks  o nl y  m e nti o n e d  it i n o n e  c h a pt er  
t o w ar d t h e e n d.  All  I c o ul d  d o  w as  pi c k  
t h e l e ast off e nsi v e  b o o k  a n d w or k  t o
w ar d  its a c c e pt a n c e.

T h e  c o m mitt e e  m e m b ers  c h os e t h e 
b o o k  s eri es I f elt w as  t h e b est  of  t h os e 
off er e d.  If T m o n t h e c o m mitt e e  a g ai n  i n 
a n ot h er  fi v e y e ars,  I h o p e  I'll b e  a bl e  t o 
h el p  s el e ct a n  e v e n  b ett er  b o o k  s eri es.

P a m  s a w I h a d  b e e n  a tr ust w ort h y 
c o m mitt e e  m e m b er,  s o s h e s e nt m e  a n  
a p pli c ati o n  f or a  j o b o n  t h e St at e  I nstr u c
ti o n al M at eri als  C o m missi o n.  I a p pli e d  
t o t h e St at e  D e p art m e nt  of  E d u c ati o n  
a n d w as  a p p oi nt e d as o n e  of  t w e nt y 
c o m missi o n ers.  It is o ur  j o b t o s el e ct a

s u b c o m mitt e e  of  t e a c h ers a n d  p ar e nts  t o 
r e vi e w r e pr es e nt ati v e s a m pl es of  bi d 
di n g  p u blis hi n g  c o m p a ni es.  T h e  diff er 
e nt  s u bj e cts of  s c h o ol m at eri al  ar e  di 
vi d e d  i nt o si x gr o u ps.  E a c h  y e ar  o n e  of  
t h e gr o u ps  of  m at eri al  is r e vi e w e d. T his  
y e ar  w e  ar e  r e vi e wi n g m at h,  m usi c,  a n d  
art.

M y  m ai n  c o n c er n  is t o k e e p  N e w  A g e  
i d e as, h u m a nisti c  t e a c hi n gs, h o m os e x 
u al  ri g hts, a n d  disr es p e ct  t o a n y  p ers o n  
off  t h e N e w  M e xi c o  a c c e pt a bl e  m at eri
als  list. T his  d o es n ' t m e a n  t h at a n y  s c h o ol 
i n N e w  M e xi c o  c a n't  b u y  wit h  t h eir o w n  
m o n e y  a  b o o k  s eri es t h at is n ot  o n  t h e 
st at e a c c e pt a bl e m at eri als  list. B ut  at  
l e ast w e  will  b e  d oi n g  w h at  w e  c a n  t o 
h el p  pr ot e ct  t h e c hil dr e n i n N e w  
M e xi c o's  s c h o ols.

W h e n  I w as  f or mi n g m y  s u b c o m mit
t e e, I tri e d t o a c q uir e  as  m a n y  C hristi a n  
p ar e nts  as  I c o ul d.  H o w e v er,  T m  dis a p 
p oi nt e d  I w as n't  a bl e  t o i nt er est as  m a n y  
C hristi a n  p ar e nts  as  t e a c h ers. I s e nt o ut  
i nf or m ati o n t o o v er  8 0  c h ur c h es i n 
R os w ell,  b ut  F v e  l e ar n e d t h at is n't as  
eff e cti v e  as  c alli n g  b y  p h o n e  a n d  t h e n 
f oll o wi n g u p  wit h  i nf or m ati o n b y  m ail.

Alt h o u g h  I h a v e n't  b e e n  p ai d  o n e  
c e nt f or t h e c o m mitt e e a n d c o m mis 
si o n er w or k  F v e  d o n e,  I c o nsi d er  t his 
w or k  cr u ci al.  As  a  d a u g ht er  of  G o d,  T m  
b us y  m a ki n g  His  i m pri nt o n  m y  c o m 
m u nit y  w h er e v er  I c a n. I' m tr yi n g t o 
h el p  dir e ct  m y  c o m m u nit y i n t h e w a y  
t h at w o ul d  b e  pl e asi n g  t o G o d.  I d o n't  
e x p e ct t o wi n  e v er y b attl e,  b ut  I d o  
e x p e ct t o al w a ys fi g ht f or t h e L or d.  I 
k n o w  I will  b e  a  wi n n er  i n t h e e n d  w h e n  
J es us r et ur ns, s o I d o n't  w orr y  a b o ut  
w h et h er  I wi n  or  l os e a n y  s kir mis h es. 1 
j ust k e e p  fi g hti n g.

H o w  a b o ut  y o u ?  Ar e  y o u  i nf or m e d ? 
Ar e  y o u  a cti v e ? Ar e  y o u  h el pi n g  t o 
i m pr o v e y o ur  c o m m u nit y ?

ti a n p ar e nts  w h o  t h o u g ht t h e R e a di n g  
C urri c ul u m  List  n e e d e d s cr uti n y a n d  
i m pr o v e m e nt.

B e c a us e  of  t h e w or k  C hristi a n  p ar 
e nts  di d  t o g et h er, s e v er al o bj e cti o n a bl e  
b o o ks  w er e  t a k e n off  t h e R e a di n g  C ur 
ri c ul u m List.  T h er e  w as  vi ct or y  i n t h e 
e n d,  b ut  it h a d n't  b e e n  a n  e as y  j o b. I h a d  
s uff er e d f or it.

It t o o k c o ur a g e f or m e  t o t al k t o 
Bri a n's  E n glis h  t e a c h er a n d  t o t h e e d u
c ati o n al  dir e ct or.  Aft er  m y  l ett er t o t h e 
e dit or  w as  p u blis h e d,  t h er e w er e  s e v er al 
ot h er  l ett ers p u blis h e d  r e g ar di n g w h at  I 
w as  d oi n g  —  s o m e i n f a v or a n d  s o m e 
v er y  m u c h  a g ai nst.

T h er e  w as  m u c h  t al k i n t h e s c h o ols  
a n d  i n all  R os w ell.  E v er y w h er e  I w e nt,  
I c o ul d f e el p e o pl e's  e y es  o n  m e.  M y  
e ars  str ai n e d t o h e ar  m y  n a m e  a n d  criti 
cis m  of  w h at  I w as  d oi n g.  Tr ns ur e  a  l ot 
of  w h at  I f elt w as  m y  i m a gi n ati o n. B ut  
t h e t e nsi o n a n d  str ess w er e  still r e al a n d  
t o o k t h eir t oll o n  m e.  I s o m eti m es  l a c k e d 
a n y  a p p etit e  a n d  m a n y  a  ni g ht h a d  tr o u bl e 
sl e e pi n g.

O n e  of  t h e w e e ks  t h at C hristi a n  p ar 
e nts  w er e  r e vi e wi n g b o o ks  h a p p e n e d  t o 
b e  N ati o n al  B o o k  W e e k.  T h e  m e di a,  
w h o  l o v e t o h oll er  " C e ns or! " a n d  " N o  
c e ns or! "  d e ci d e d  t o m a k e  m e  t h eir s c a p e
g o at.  I w as  i nt er vi e w e d o n  c a m er a b y  
t w o of  R os w el Ts  t hr e e T V  st ati o ns. I 
w as  willi n g  t o a ns w er  t h eir q u esti o ns.  
B ut  t h e r e p orts o n  t h e T V  c a m e  a cr oss  
n e g ati v el y  a g ai nst m e,  dist orti n g  t h e f a cts 
a n d  a c c usi n g  m e  of  t hi n gs t h at w er e n't  
tr u e.

B ut  I d o  h a v e  o n e  p ositi v e  c o m m e nt  
o n  t h e m e di a.  T h e  R os w ell  p a p er  c all e d  
m e  i n f or a n i nt er vi e w d uri n g  w hi c h  I 
t ol d m y  st or y a n d a ns w er e d  q u esti o ns.  
T h e  r e p ort t h e y wr ot e  a n d p u blis h e d  
w as  a c c ur at e  a b o ut  w h at  I w as  d oi n g.

At  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e p ar e nt al  b o o k  
r e vi e w, t h er e w as  str ess  b et w e e n  m ys elf  
a n d  t h e dir e ct or  of  e d u c ati o n  b e c a us e  I
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e ars

E,  M A R D Y,  BI L L,  
a n d P at  L a wr e n c e,  
w e nt  t o I n di a t o 
e v al u at e t h e p h ysi 
c al, s pirit u al a n d  

m a n a g eri al  c o n diti o ns  of  o ur  t w o mis 
si o n  c h ur c h es  i n B a n g al or e,  s o ut h  I n di a: 
t h e T h o m as  T o w n  C h ur c h  of  G o d  of  t h e 
A br a h a mi c  F ait h  a n d  t h e C hrist  U ni o n  
C h ur c h  i n L alji  N a g ar.  As  a  m e m b er  of  
t h e b o ar d  of  t h e L or d's  H ar v est  I nt er n a
ti o n al, I n c. ( L. H.I.),it w as  m y  ( M ar d y's) 
r es p o nsi bilit y t o r e p ort t o t h e b o ar d  a n d  
t o o ur  c o nstit u e n c y.

I n di a a p p e ars  t o h a v e  a  l ar g er mi d dl e  
cl ass  t h a n w h e n  w e  w er e  l ast t h er e 1 0  
y e ars  a g o.  P o p ul ati o n  c o ntr ol  is t al k e d 
a b o ut  b ut  pr e di cti o ns  ar e  t h at b y  t h e y e ar  
2 0 1 0  I n di a's p o p ul ati o n  will  e x c e e d  
C hi n a's  w hi c h  is n o w  o v er  o n e  billi o n.  
Ni n et y  p er c e nt  of  t h e p o p ul ati o n  still 
li v e at  t h e p o v ert y  l e v el.

S al ari es  f or a  si x d a ys  p er  w e e k  f a c
t or y w or k er  ar e  $ 5 0  p er  m o nt h;  a  r e gis
t er e d n urs e,  $ 7 0  p er  m o nt h;  a d o ct or  
fr es h o ut  of  tr ai ni n g, $ 1 1 0  p er  m o nt h;  
a n d  t h e h e a d  d o ct or  at  a  1 5 0-  b e d  h os pi 
t al, aft er  1 5  y e ars  e m pl o y m e nt,  $ 2 7 0  p er  
m o nt h.  N o  o n e  o w ns  a  c ar  e x c e pt  a  f e w 
p e o pl e  i n t h e w e alt h y  a n d  u p p er  mi d dl e  
cl ass es.  S. S.  M a n o a h,  a  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
p ast or,  o n c e  b o u g ht  a c ar  b ut  wit hi n  a  
f e w w e e ks,  b e c a us e  of  j e al o us y, s o m e
o n e  p ut  s u g ar  i n his  g as  t a n k a n d  r ui n e d

t er-i n-l a w of  S. S.  M a n o a h)  a p pli e d f or 
t el e p h o n e s er vi c e fi v e y e ars  a g o  a n d  s h e 
j ust r e c ei v e d t h e s er vi c e  w hil e  w e  w er e  
t h er e. T h e  tr affi c m a z e  is u n b eli e v a bl e;  
p e d estri a ns,  c attl e,  d o gs,  b ull o c k- p ull e d  
c arts, a ut o-ri c ks h a ws, m ot or c y cl es,  
m ot ors c o ot ers,  bi c y cl es,  c ars,  tr u c ks, a n d ^ ^  
b us es  w er e  all h o n ki n g  a n d w e a vi n ^ ^ ^  
a b o ut  li k e m ar bl es,  g olf b alls  a n d  t e n nis 
b alls  c arri e d  o n  a  tr a y b y  a  dr u n k e n  m a n.  
S o m e  of  t h e a ni m als  si m pl y  l a y a b o ut  i n 
t h e r o a d. W e  w er e  s ur pris e d  t h at w e  o nl y  
s a w si x a c ci d e nts!

W e  all  t o o k a  o n e- d a y  tri p t o V ell or e  
H os pit al.  It w as  si x h o urs  r o u n d tri p a n d  
t h e r ail f ar e w as  t e n d oll ars  e a c h.  It is a  
n o n- d e n o mi n ati o n al  C hristi a n  h os pit al,  
t h e l ar g est h os pit al  i n s o ut h e ast Asi a,  
wit h  1, 5 0 0  b e ds.  T h e  st aff  of  5 0 0  d o c 
t ors als o  s e e  2, 0 0 0  o ut p ati e nts  p er  d a y.  I 
as k e d  o n e  of  t h e d o ct ors  h o w  t h e y ar e  
a bl e  t o g et  s o  m a n y  d o ct ors  t o w or k  t h er e 
e v e n  t h o u g h t h eir p a y  is l ess t h a n a n y  
ot h er  h os pit al  i n I n di a. H e  s ai d, u B e-  
c a us e  w e  li k e t h e C hristi a n  at m os p h er e. n  
O nl y  7 0 %  of  t h e d o ct ors  ar e  C hristi a ns  
t h e ms el v es. I w as  i m pr ess e d b y  t h eir 
l ar g e c h a p el t h at d o mi n at e d  t h e c e nt er  
of  t h e b uil di n gs  a n d t h e f a ct t h at t h e y 
h a v e  fi v e s er vi c es p er  d a y  —  i n fi v e 
l a n g u a g es —  wit h  s o u n d pi p e d  t o t h e 
w ar ds  s o t h e i n p ati e nts c a n  h e ar.

L at er  w e  b e c a m e a c q u ai nt e d wit h  —  / 
t w o of  f o ur d o ct ors  a n d  t h eir wi v es  w h o,

t h e m ot or.  Gr aft  is r a m p a nt; al m ost  n o  
o n e  o bt ai ns  a  j o b, g ets  m u c h  of  a n yt hi n g  
a c c o m plis h e d  t hr o u g h t h e g o v er n m e nt,  
or  wi ns  a  l a ws uit wit h o ut  p a yi n g  bri b es.

Litt er  is e v er y w h er e.  T h er e  ar e a p 
p ar e ntl y  n o  l a ws or  e d u c ati o n  dis c o ur 
a gi n g  it. Dr.  N a yl or  at  B a n g al or e  B a ptist  
H os pit al,  w h o m  Bill  w or k e d  wit h,  s ai d 
it is pr o b a bl y  b e c a us e  t h e y ar e  s o b us y  
w o n d eri n g  w h er e  t h eir n e xt m e al  is 
c o mi n g  fr o m t h at t h e y h a v e n *t  ti m e or  
e n er g y  t o c o nsi d er  t h os e t hi n gs.

B a n g al or e,  a cit y  of  a p pr o xi m at el y  
f o ur milli o n  p e o pl e,  is s ai d t o b e  t h e 
f ast est gr o wi n g  cit y  i n t h e w orl d.  It is 
c all e d t h e G ar d e n  Cit y  a n d is i n d e e d 
b e a utif ul,  si x f e et a b o v e t h e gr o u n d,  
wit h  m a n y  fl o w eri n g tr e es a n d  s hr u bs. 
T h er e  ar e  als o  t w o l ar g e cit y  p ar ks,  w ell  
l a n ds c a p e d, wit h  l ots of  artisti c all y  
s h a p e d fl o w er b e ds.  W e  ar e gl a d  t h e 
p e o pl e  h a v e  t h es e t o e nj o y. B el o w  si x 
f e et t h e litt er, gr affiti,  b ull o c ks,  c o ws  
a n d c al v es, d o gs,  h u m a n  a n d a ni m al  
dr o p pi n gs,  c ar d b o ar d l e a n-t o s h a c ks, 
o p e n  s e w ers, u n b eli e v a bl e  tr affi c c o n
g esti o n,  a n d tr e m e n d o us air p oll uti o n  
a n d  o d or  d etr a ct  fr o m t h e b e a ut y.

E xt e nsi v e  str e et  w or k,  w hi c h  is v er y  
b a dl y  n e e d e d,  a n d  c o nstr u cti o n  of  offi c e  
a n d  a p art m e nt  b uil di n gs  ar e  i n pr o gr ess.  
W e  d o n't  r e m e m b er s e ei n g a n y a p art 
m e nt  b uil di n gs  b ef or e.  T h e y  ar e  still all  
f or t h e w ell-t o- d o.  E mil y  R o b erts  (sis-
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W e  m et  c oll e cti v el y  a n d  i n di vi d u all y 
m a n y  ti m es wit h  t h e G. B.  a n d  m a n y  of

o ur  p e o pl e  t h er e, a n d  r e a d t h e mi n ut es  of  
t h eir m e eti n gs  ( w hi c h E mil y  R o b erts  
h as  m eti c ul o usl y  k e pt).  I list e n e d c ar e
f ull y a n d pr a y erf ull y  t o e v er y o n e  w h o  
s p o k e a n d as k e d m a n y  q u esti o ns,  b ot h  
of  t h os e ass o ci at e d  wit h  us  a n d t h os e 
ass o ci at e d  wit h  ot h er  C hristi a n  c h ur c h es  
or  or g a ni z ati o ns  or  C hristi a n  h u m a n  
s er vi c e  or g a ni z ati o ns.  I es p e ci all y  tri e d 
t o k n o w  t h e h e art  of  t h e p e o pl e  a n d  t h eir 
p ers o n al  r el ati o ns hi p a n d c o m mit m e nt  
t o t h e L or d.  I als o  t a u g ht e v e ni n g  Bi bl e  
st u di es at  t h e T h o m as  T o w n  a n d  L alji  
N a g ar  c h ur c h es.

Bill  w or k e d  as  a  d o ct or  i n B a n g al or e  
B a ptist  H os pit al,  a C hristi a n  h os pit al  
w h os e  c hi ef  of  st aff  is a  d o ct or  fr o m t h e 
U. S.  T h e  L or d  h as  w or k e d  mi g htil y  
t hr o u g h R e b e k a h  N a yl or  as  a s ur g e o n, 
h os pit al  a d mi nistr at or,  a n d  missi o n ar y.  
S h e  is t h e o nl y  S o ut h er n  B a ptist  mis 
si o n ar y  still  all o w e d  i n all  of  I n di a. E v er y  
y e ar  t h e g o v er n m e nt  t hr e at e ns t o dis al 
l o w h er  vis a.  Bill  als o  pr e a c h e d  a s er
m o n  at  e a c h  of  o ur  c h ur c h es  a n d  l e d a  
Bi bl e  st u d y  o n e  e v e ni n g  f or t h e h os pit al  
m e n's  gr o u p.  P at  us e d  h er  b usi n ess  a n d  
a c c o u nti n g  s kills t o h el p  i n t h e b usi n ess  
offi c e  at  t h e h os pit al,  a n d  s h e a n d  Bill  
c ar ef ull y  c h e c k e d  t h e fi n a n ci al r e c or ds 
of  o ur  c h ur c h es  a n d  of  t h e G. B.  S h e  als o  
h el p e d m e  b y  d oi n g s o m e e x c ell e nt  
t e a c hi n g i n t h e e v e ni n g Bi bl e  st u di es. 
S h e  r el at e d w ell  wit h  t h e p e o pl e  of  all  
a g es,  b ut  t h e y o ut h  es p e ci all y  e nj o y e d  
h er.  T h e  h os pit al  pr o vi d e d  Bill  wit h  a  
c ar of  s orts  a n d  a  dri v er  as  n e e d e d . W h e n  
w e  w er e n't  wit h  hi m,  P at  a n d  I m o v e d  
a b o ut b y  a ut o-ri c ks h a w f or 2 5  t o 6 0  
c e nts  p er  ri d e ( 2 or  3  p ers o ns  i n cl u d e d).

T h e  T h o m as  T o w n  C h ur c h  w as  b uilt  
i n 1 9 6 6.  It w as  t h e l ar g est c h ur c h  b uilti n  
B a n g al or e  i n 2 5  y e ars  a n d  is a  b e a utif ul  
b uil di n g  t h at s e ats a b o ut  t w o h u n dr e d  
p e o pl e.  T h e  att e n d a n c e  is a b o ut  7 0  p er 
s o ns i n cl u di n g c hil dr e n.  Si n gl e-f a mil y  
h o m es  o c c u pi e d  b y  Hi n d u  f a mili es n o w  
f ull y s u n o u n d it.

P at  a n d I w er e  i m pr ess e d wit h  a  
m o nt hl y  S at ur d a y  w o m e n *s  m e eti n g.  
M ost  of  t h e l a di es w er e  ol d er  w o m e n  I 
h a d  s e e n  i n t his gr o u p  i n pr e vi o us  visits.  
S u m at hi  M a n o a h,  wif e  of  P ast or  S. S.  
M a n o a h,  l e d t h e m i n a dis c ussi o n  r e
g ar di n g  t h e gifts  of  t h e S pirit.  E v er y o n e  
k n e w  w h at  t h eir gifts  w er e  a n d  t ol d h o w  
t h e y w er e  usi n g  t h e m.

F u n ds  w er e  r e c e ntl y  c oll e ct e d  t hr o u g h 
t h e C h ur c h  B uil d ers  L e a g u e  f or b a dl y  
n e e d e d  r e p air of  t h e r o of a n d  w alls,  t o 
c o v er  t h e o p e n  s e w ers, a n d  t o pr o vi d e  
fl us h t oil ets wit h  cit y s e w er c o n n e c 
ti o ns. T h e  m o n e y  is i n t h e b a n k,  w aiti n g  
first f or t h e m o ns o o ns  t o p ass,  a n d  n o w  
f or s pri n g. P e o pl e  s e e m t o b e  c ol d er  
t h er e. M a n y  w er e  b u n dl e d  i n c o ats  a n d  
s c arfs i n N o v e m b er  w h e n  w e  t h o u g ht it 
w as  i d e al s hirt-sl e e v e w e at h er.

P ast or  S. S.  M a n o a h  is a  6 5- y e ar- ol d  
m a n  of  t h e mi d dl e- mi d dl e  e c o n o mi c  
cl ass. H e  pr e a c h es  at T h o m as  T o w n  
C h ur c h  at  9 : 0 0 a. m.  t wi c e p er  m o nt h  a n d  
l a y m e n pr e a c h  alt er n at e S u n d a ys.  H e  
offi ci at es  at w e d di n gs,  b a ptis ms,  a n d  
f u n er als. H e  is i m p ort a nt as  a  fr o nt m a n  
alt h o u g h  h e  is n ot  a  l e a d er. His  s er vi c es 
ar e  ri gi d a n d  rit u alisti c, b ut  t h e p e o pl e  
s e e m t o li k e t h at as  m ost  of  t h e c o n gr e 
g ati o n  c o m es  fr o m C at h oli c  b a c k gr o u n ds  
a n d  it gi v es  c o nti n uit y.  H e  r el at es b est  
wit h  c hil dr e n  a n d  t h e u n e d u c at e d.  H e's  
l o o ki n g t o w ar d r etir e m e nt a n d i n t h e 
m e a nti m e  h e' d  I汰 e t o p ast or  j ust t h e 
L alji  N a g ar  C h ur c h.

Fr o m  all  a p p e ar a n c es  t h e L alji  N a g ar  
C h ur c h  is r u n ni n g s m o ot hl y.  P ast or S. S.  
M a n o a h  als o  pr e a c h es  t h er e t w o S u n 
d a ys  p er  m o nt h  a n d  l a y m e n pr e a c h  t h e 
ot h er  S u n d a ys.  W e  w er e  pl e as e d  wit h  
t h e s pirit u al gr o wt h  of  o n e  of  t h es e l a y 
pr e a c h ers,  w h o  h as  b e e n  i n t h e c h ur c h  
m a n y  y e ars.

W e  c ert ai nl y  c o v et  y o ur  pr a y ers  f or 
G o d's  g ui d a n c e  a n d  i nt er v e nti o n as  t h e 
w or k  i n I n di a is c o nti n u e d. *

at gr e at  s a crifi c e of  m o n e y,  m at eri al  
p oss essi o ns,  li vi n g c o mf orts,  pr o xi mit y  
t o f a mil y, a n d t h e e d u c ati o n of  t h eir 
c hil dr e n,  pl a n  t o pr o vi d e  m e di c al  c ar e  t o 
o n e  of  t h e m ost  b a c k w ar d,  u n d er pri vi 
l e g e d, r e m ot e ar e as  of  I n di a w h er e  n o  
m e di c al  c ar e is a v ail a bl e. T h es e  f o ur 
m e n  w er e  cl ass m at es  i n m e di c al  s c h o ol 
a n d e a c h  f elt G o d's  c all at t h at ti m e. 
T h e y  a gr e e d t h at t h e y w o ul d  e a c h  b e 
c o m e a s p e ci alist i n a diff er e nt  fi el d 
b ef or e  g oi n g  t o t his ar e a.  S u bs e q u e ntl y  
t hr e e of  t h e m m arri e d  d o ct ors,  w h o  h a v e  
als o  s p e ci ali z e d i n diff er e nt  fi el ds, a n d  
t h e ot h er  m arri e d  a  t e a c h er. I n M a y  of 
1 9 9 5  t h e l ast of  t h e s p e ci alt y  e d u c ati o ns  
will  b e  fi nis h e d a n d t h e y will  all b e  
s ettl e d t h er e. H o w  w e  a d mir e t h e m! 
T his  is e vi d e n c e  of  t h e w o n d erf ul  pr o d
u ct  of  V ell or e  M e di c al  C oll e g e  a n d  

os pit al.
S e v er al  y e ars  a g o,  i n or d er  t o c o m pl y  

wit h  I n di a n g o v er n m e nt  r e g ul ati o ns, w e  
est a blis h e d a c h arit a bl e s o ci et y wit h  a  
c o nstit uti o n  a n d  b yl a ws  a n d  a  g o v er ni n g  
b o d y  ( h er e aft er r ef e n e d t o as  G. B.)  t o 
c o n d u ct  t h e s o ci et y b usi n ess.  T h e y  ar e  
r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e c h ur c h pr o p erti es  
( m o v a bl e a n d i m m o v a bl e), a pi e c e  of  
l a n d, t h e a p p oi nt m e nt of  p ast ors,  a n d  
pr es e nti n g  y e arl y  fi n a n ci al r e p orts t o t h e 
I n di a n g o v er n m e nt  f or a u dit. F ait hf ul  
m e m b ers  of  t h e ori gi n al  G. B.  h a d  diffi 
c ult y fi n di n g s e v e n m e m b ers  c a p a bl e  
a n d  willi n g  t o s er v e.  M a n y  h a v e  w a nt e d  
t o s er v e w h o  w er e  eit h er  i n c a p a bl e or  
h a d  wr o n g  m oti v es.  T his  y e ar  w e  g ot  t o 
r e all y k n o w  e a c h of  t h es e s e v e n G. B.  
m e m b ers  a n d  ar e  v er y  pl e as e d  wit h  t h eir 
a biliti es a n d c o m mit m e nt t o t h e L or d  
a n d t o o ur  c h ur c h es.  T h e y  h a v e  s p e nt 
m a n y,  m a n y  h o urs  i n G. B.  m e eti n gs,  
a p p e ari n g i n c o urt, m e eti n g  wit h  t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o ns  t o tr y t o cl e ar  u p  mis u n-  

_  d erst a n di n gs,  a n d  h e ari n g  t h e c o m pl ai nts
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ti o n h e  w as  b ur n e d,  a  m art yr e d  vi cti m  of  
t h e d ar k n ess  of  s pirit i n w hi c h  C al vi n  
a n d  his  f oll o w ers w al k e d  ( 1 J o h n  4: 2 0).

L ali us  S o ci n us  ( 1 5 2 5- 1 5 6 2)
S o ci n us  w as  a n It ali a n. H e  w as  

st u d yi n g Gr e e k  a n d H e br e w  i n Z uri c h

O D E R N  U nit ari a nis m  
h as  its r o ots a m o n g  
s o m e  of  t h e e arl y  A n a
b a ptists i n H oll a n d,  
P ol a n d  a n d  Tr a ns yl v a 

ni a  i n t h e 1 6t h  c e nt ur y.

w h e n  S er v et us w as  b ur nt. T h e  
cir c u mst a n c es  attr a ct e d  his  att e nti o n  t o 
t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y,  w hi c h,  aft er  
st u d y, h e  c a m e  t o r ej e ct.

H e  w as  disi n h erit e d  b y  his  f at h er f or 
his  vi e ws,  a n d f oll o wi n g his  f at h er's 
d e at h,  his  s h ar e  of his  f at h er's est at e  w as.  
s ei z e d b y  t h e I n q uisiti o n. H e  s p e nt t h e ™ 
r est of  his  lif e i n e xil e  i n Z uri c h.

His  t h e ol o gi c al vi e ws  s ur vi v e d his  
d e at h,  a n d  his  p a p ers  w er e  i n h erit e d b y  
his n e p h e w,  F a ust us  S o ci n us,  w h o  
b e c a m e  p er h a ps  t h e m ost  f a m o us of  t h e 
U nit ari a n  pi o n e ers.

Mi c h a el  S er v et us  ( 1 5 1 1 7- 1 5 5 3)
T h e  S p a ni ar d,  Mi c h a el  S er v et us,  

t h o u g h n ot  a n A n a b a ptist,  a p p e ars t o 
h a v e  b e e n  t h e first w ell- d o c u m e nt e d  
U nit ari a n  of  t h e 1 6t h  c e nt ur y.  Aft er  at 
t e n di n g t h e c or o n ati o n of  E m p er or  
C h arl es  V  at  B ol o g n a  i n 1 5 3 0,  h e  b e 
c a m e distr ess e d  b y  p a p al  ost e nt ati o n  
a n d t h e e m p er or's d ef er e n c e  t o t h e 
w orl dl y  p o p e.  C o nt a ct  wit h  r ef or m ati o n 
l e a d ers i n Fr a n c e  a n d  S wit z erl a n d  l e d 
hi m  f urt h er a w a y fr o m C at h oli cis m.  
F oll o wi n g  p ers o n al  st u d y of  t h e S cri p 
t ur es h e  r ej e ct e d t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri n 
it y a n d  p u blis h e d  his  b o o k,  Err ors  of  t h e 
Tri nit y,  i n 1 5 3 1,  w hi c h  attr a ct e d t h e 
c o n d e m n ati o n  of  C at h oli cs  a n d  Pr ot es 
t a nts ali k e.

Aft er  a b o ut 1 5 4 6  h e  f ell o ut  wit h  
C al vi n,  i n c urri n g t h e l att er's d et er mi n e d  
a n d  o p e n  a ni m osit y.

I n 1 5 5 3,  i n L y o n,  h e  p u blis h e d  a n 
ot h er  m aj or  w or k  a g ai nst  t h e Tri nit y.  H e 
w as  t a k e n b y  t h e I n q uisiti o n, b ut  es 
c a p e d  t o G e n e v a,  w h er e  h e  w as  a n est e d  
b y  t h e R ef or m ers.  At  C al vi n's  i nsti g a-

A d a m  P ast or  ( b o m c. 1 5 1 1)
R u d ol p h  M art e ns  w as  a  f or m er Fl e m 

is h C at h oli c  pri est  w h o  c h a n g e d  his  n a m e  
t o A d a m  P ast or  w h e n  h e  b e c a m e  a n  
A n a b a ptist  i n 1 5 3 3.  A  c o nt e m p or ar y  of  
M e n n o  Si m o ns,  h e  w as  or d ai n e d  b y  
Si m o ns  a n d  Dir k  P hilli ps  as  a n  e v a n g el
ist i n 1 5 4 2.

H e  w or k e d  cl os el y  wit h  Si m o ns  u ntil
1 5 4 7,  w h e n  t h e y f ell o ut  o v er  P ast or's  
t e a c hi n g t h at J es us di d  n ot  e xist  i n a n y  
p ers o n al  f or m b ef or e  His  c o n c e pti o n,  
a n d  w as  t o b e  c o nsi d er e d  di vi n e  o nl y  i n 
t h e s e ns e t h at G o d  d w elt  i n Hi m.  I n
1 5 4 8,  aft er a c o u pl e of  u ns u c c essf ul  
att e m pts  at  r e c o n cili ati o n,  h e  w as  fi n all y  
e x c o m m u ni c at e d b y Si m o ns  f or his  
U nit ari a n  b eli ef.

P ast or  is t h o u g ht b y  s o m e r e p ut a bl e 
hist ori a ns  t o b e  t h e Fl e mis h  A n a b a ptist  
visit or  t o P ol a n d  w h o  w e nt  b y  t h e n a m e  
S pirit us. W h et h er  or n ot t his 
i d e ntifi c ati o n is a c c ur at e, S pirit us  is 
cr e dit e d wit h  t h e i ntr o d u cti o n of  
U nit ari a n  t h e ol o g y t o P ol a n d  i n 1 5 4 6.

F a ust us  S o ci n us  ( 1 5 3 9- 1 6 0 4)
F a ust us  S o ci n us  w as  t h e n e p h e w  of  

L ali us  S o ci n us.  B y  1 5 5 9  h e  h a d  b e e n  
d e n o u n c e d  b y  t h e I n q uisiti o n a n d  f or c e d 
t o fl e e i nt o e xil e.  I n Z uri c h,  i n 1 5 6 2,  h e  
a c q uir e d his  u n cl e's  p a p ers.  S h ortl y  
aft er w ar ds,  i n L y o n,  h e  wr ot e  his  first 
w or k,  i n w hi c h  C hrist  is d es cri b e d  as  
“ di vi n e  b y  offi c e  r at h er t h a n b y  n at ur e. "

I n 1 5 6 3, b y gi vi n g o ut w ar d  
s u b missi o n t o t h e C at h oli c  C h ur c h,  h e  
m a n a g e d  t o r et ur n t o It al y w h er e  h e  
r e m ai n e d f or 1 2  y e ars.

F or c e d  t o l e a v e It al y a g ai n, h e  
e v e nt u all y  s ettl e d  i n Cr a c o w,  P ol a n d,  i n 
1 5 7 9,  w h er e  h e  b e c a m e  a  l e a di n g fi g ur e 
a m o n gst  t h e alr e a d y  est a blis h e d  P olis h ^ ^  
Br et hr e n.  T h er e  h e  c o m m e n c e d  t h e w or k  J  了
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T h e  I nfl u e n c e of  t h e
R a c o vi a n  C at e c his m

T h e  R a c o vi a n  C at e c his m  is t h e 
c o nf essi o n  of  f ait h of  t h e P olis h  Br et hr e n.  
It w as  first p u blis h e d  i n P ol a n d  ar o u n d  
1 5 7 5,  a n d is o n e  of  t h eir b est- k n o w n  
writi n gs.

A  r e visi o n w as  p u blis h e d  i n t h e P olis h  
l a n g u a g e i n 1 6 0 5.  T his  e nl ar g e d a n d  
a n n ot at e d  e diti o n  w as  b e g u n  b y  F a ust us  
S o ci n us  a n d P et er  St at ori us  Jr., w h o  
b ot h  di e d  b ef or e  fi nis hi n g t h e w or k.  It 
w as  c o m pl et e d b y ot h ers  aft er t h eir 
d e at hs.

D uri n g  t h e f oll o wi n g c o u pl e of  
c e nt uri es, t h e 1 6 0 9  L ati n  v ersi o n  a n d  
ot h er  s u bs e q u e nt L ati n  e diti o ns w er e  
wi d el y  cir c ul at e d  a n d  r e a d b y  s c h ol ars  
i n ot h er  c o u ntri es.  It w as  als o  tr a nsl at e d 
i nt o m a n y  ot h er  l a n g u a g es, i n cl u di n g 
D ut c h,  G er m a n  a n d  E n glis h,  m a ki n g  it 
a v ail a bl e  t o t h e c o m m o n  p e o pl e  of  t h os e 
c o u ntri es.

Wit h o ut  d o u bt,  t his d o c u m e nt  h as  
b e e n,  dir e ctl y  or  i n dir e ctl y, o n e  of  t h e 
m aj or  i nfl u e n c es i n t h e r e- e m er g e n c e of  
U nit ari a n  t h e ol o g y as a si g nifi c a nt 
m o v e m e nt.

T h e  1 6t h  C e nt ur y
I n E n gl a n d  t h er e ar e  v a g u e,  l ess t h a n 

c ert ai n  r ef er e n c es t o d e ni al  of  t h e Tri nit y  
as  f ar b a c k  as  1 3 2 7  a n d  1 4 0 1,  w h e n  t w o 
w er e  b ur n e d  u n d er  t h at a c c us ati o n . T h er e  
ar e ot h er  p oi nt ers  i n t h e 1 5t h  c e nt ur y,  
w hi c h  ar e  als o  l ess t h a n c ert ai n.

T h e  Tr a ns yl v a ni a n  C h ur c h
I T h e  p ar all el d e v el o p m e nt of  
P nit ari a nis mi n P ol a n d's cl os e  n ei g h b or,

Tr a ns yl v a ni a,  di d  n ot  i n v ol v e a n yt hi n g  
li k e t h e s a m e p ers e c uti o ns.  It w as  
pr ot e ct e d  b y  t h e st at e b y  l e gisl ati o n 
e n a ct e d i n 1 5 7 1. I n R o m a ni a  a n d  
H u n g ar y  t his C h ur c h  h as  s ur vi v e d  t o t h e 
pr es e nt  ti m e, wit h o ut  s u c c u m bi n g t o t h e 
r ati o n alist i nfl u e n c es e x p eri e n c e d i n 
ot h er  l a n ds.

I n 1 6t h- c e nt ur y  E n gl a n d  a nti *  
Tri nit ari a n  t e a c hi n g d efi nit el y  w as  
m a ki n g  a n a p p e ar a n c e, p ar all eli n g  
d e v el o p m e nts  o n  t h e c o nti n e nt.  M a n y  of  
t h e D ut c h  A n a b a ptists  w h o  fl e d t o 
E n gl a n d  i n 1 5 3 5  c a m e  u n d er  s us pi ci o n.  
S o m e  w er e  f o u n d w h o d e ni e d  t h e Tri nit y, 
a n d  w er e  f or c e d t o r e c a nt.

A n  E n glis h  pri est,  J o h n Ass h et o n,  
w as  tri e d b ef or e  t h e ki n g  i n 1 5 4 8,  a n d  
a d mitt e d  d e n yi n g  t h e Tri nit y.  H o w e v er  
h e  als o  r e c a nt e d, f or f e ar of  t h e st a k e.  
Ar o u n d  t h at ti m e a n u m b er  of  ot h ers  
w er e  als o tri e d a n d f or c e d t o r e c a nt 
u n d er t hr e at of  d e at h. Ot h er  a nti 
Tri nit ari a ns  w h o  r ef us e d t o r e n o u n c e 
t h eir f ait h w er e  b ur nt  or  i m pris o n e d.

It is n ot  e as y  t o b e  c ert ai n  h o w  m u c h  
of  t his a nti- Tri nit ari a n  s e nti m e nt w as  
Ari a n,  a n d h o w  m u c h  w as  U nit ari a n.  
T h e  a ut h oriti es w h o  p ers e c ut e d  t h e m 
w er e  n ot  al w a ys  a w ar e  of  t h e diff er e n c es,  
a n d t e n d e d t o b e i n dis cri mi n at e i n 
gr o u pi n g  all  " h er eti cs ”  w h o  d e ni e d  t h e 
Tri nit y  as  eit h er  Ari a n  or  A n a b a ptist

of  r e visi n g t h e R a c o vi a n  C at e c his m,  b ut  
di e d  b ef or e  it w as  c o m pl et e d.

I n t h e 1 6t h a n d 1 7t h c e nt uri es,  
U nit ari a n  t h e ol o g y fl o uris h e d i n P ol a n d  
w h er e  f or a  ti m e it g ai n e d  s o m e d e gr e e  
of  p oliti c al  as c e n d a n c y. A  u ni v ersit y  
w as  est a blis h e d,  fr o m w hi c h  gr a d u at es  
c arri e d  t h e U ni  t ari a n t e a c hi n g t hr o u g h o ut 
E ur o p e  (t h o u g h n ot  wit h  hi g hl y  visi bl e  
s u c c ess).

H o w e v er,  i n a r es ur g e n c e of  
C at h oli cis m,  fi er c e p ers e c uti o n  r es ult e d 
i n t h e virt u al  e xti n cti o n  of  t h e P olis h  
U nit ari a n  m o v e m e nt.  S o m e w h er e  
ar o u n d 1 6 3 8 t h e u ni v ersit y w as  
d estr o y e d.  B y  1 6 6 0  a  d e cr e e  w as  p ass e d  
b y  w hi c h  U nit ari a ns  w er e  r e q uir e d t o 
dis p os e  of  all pr o p ert y  a n d l e a v e t h e 
ki n g d o m wit hi n  t hr e e y e ars. M a n y  
c a pit ul at e d t o t h e R o m a n  C h ur c h,  
l o w e v er m a n y  t h o us a n ds l eft t h eir 
o m es  a n d  s o u g ht  as yl u m  i n e xil e.  T h e y  

w er e  s c att er e d  t hr o u g h o ut E ur o p e,  t a ki n g 
t h eir r a di c al t h e ol o g y wit h  t h e m.

M a n y  tr a v ell e d t o H u n g ar y,  
Tr a ns yl v a ni a,  Pr ussi a,  Sil esi a  a n d  
M or a vi a.  I n Pr ussi a  es p e ci all y,  t h e y w er e  
r e c ei v e d a n d p er mitt e d  t o est a blis h  
c h ur c h es  f or U nit ari a n  w ors hi p.

Ot h ers  f o u n d r ef u g e i n H oll a n d  w h er e,  
pr e v e nt e d b y t h e a ut h oriti es fr o m 
o bt ai ni n g  s e p ar at e pl a c es  of  w ors hi p,  
t h e y w er e  e v e nt u all y  a bs or b e d  a m o n gst  
t h e offi ci all y t ol er at e d Tri nit ari a n  
A n a b a ptist  gr o u ps.

Ot h ers  fl e d t o E n gl a n d,  w h er e  t h e 
s e e ds of U nit ari a nis m h a d  b e e n  gr o wi n g,  
at  ti m es q ui etl y,  a n d  at  ot h er  ti m es u n d er  
fi er c e p ers e c uti o n,  f or a  c e nt ur y  or  m or e.  
H er e  t h e y f o u n d a h a v e n,  t h o u g h l ess 
t h a n s e c ur e. T h e y  w er e  h el p e d  b y  t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o ns f or m e d t hr o u g h t h e 
i nfl u e n c e of  J o h n  Bi d dl e  (s e e b el o w).

T h e  1 7t h  C e nt ur y
It w as  i n t h e 1 7t h c e nt ur y t h at 

U nit ari a nis m  m a d e  a  cl e arl y  i d e ntifi a bl e 
a p p e ar a n c e  i n E n gl a n d.  T h e  R a c o vi a n  
C at e c his m  a n d  t h e writi n gs  of  F a ust us  
S o ci n us  p e n etr at e d  t h e r eli gi o us w orl d  
of  E n gl a n d  t o s u c h a n e xt e nt t h at 
" S o ci ni a nis m "  b e g a n  t o b e  us e d  as  a n  
e pit h et t o l a b el t h os e " h er eti cs " w h o  
a gr e e d  wit h  t h e m.

S o ci ni a nis m  c a m e  t o a  p ai nf ul  birt h  
i n E n gl a n d  i n t h e f a c e of  d et er mi n e d  
a ni m osit y.

I n 1 6 4 8,  offi ci al  o p p ositi o n  r e a c h e d 
its w orst  e x pr essi o n w h e n  t h e 
Pr es b yt eri a n  m aj orit y  i n P arli a m e nt  
p ass e d t h e n ot ori o us  '' Or di n a n c e f or 
P u nis hi n g  H er esi es  a n d  Bl as p h e mi es.' *  
T his  e vil l a w w as  dir e ct e d  pri n ci p all y  
a g ai nst a nti- Tri nit ari a ns, pr a ctiti o n ers  
of  b eli e v er *s  b a ptis m  ( a n d r ej e ct ors of
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k n o w  w h at  t o s a y  a n d  d o  t o pl e as e  us.  At  
l e ast t hr e e I n di a ns fr o m ot h er  C hristi a n  
or g a ni z ati o ns  t ol d us,  “ E v er y o n e  w a nts  
t o b e  a p ast or  b e c a us e  it c a n  b e  e as y  
w or k  a n d  a  g o o d  w a y  t o m a k e  a  li vi n g. "

F v e  t o u c h e d o n  j ust a f e w of  t h e 
cr oss- c ult ur al  diff er e n c es,  e x p eri e n c e d  
i n o v ers e as  w or k.  M y  a m biti o n  f or o ur  
or g a ni z ati o n  is t h at w e  l e ar n fr o m o ur

eit h er  dili g e nt  or  s u c c essf ul  i n f ulfilli n g 
t his pl e d g e,  a n d t h e “ d ef e n d ers  of  t h e 
F ait h n still m a n a g e d  t o pr os e c ut e  
" h er eti cs " f or s o m e ti m e aft er w ar ds

I n 1 6 6 2, t h e bi g ot e d a nti- P urit a n  
P arli a m e nt p ass e d t h e “ A ct  of  
U nif or mit y, n  w hi c h  w as  ai m e d  a g ai nst  
n o n- c o nf or mists  of  all  ki n ds.  H o w e v er  
p u bli c  o pi ni o n  gr a d u all y  f or c e d c h a n g e.  
E v e nt u all y,  i n 1 6 8 9,  t h e " R eli gi o us  
T ol er ati o n  A ct ”  g a v e  r eli ef t o diss e nt ers  
of  all ki n ds,  a n d t h e w orst  r eli gi o us 
p ers e c uti o ns  b e g a n  t o a b at e.

(It s h o ul d b e  n ot e d  h er e,  i n f air n ess, 
t h at r eli gi o us p ers e c uti o n  i n E n gl a n d  
w as  n ot  dir e ct e d  s ol el y a g ai nst a nti 
Tri nit ari a ns.  Ot h er  n o n- c o nf or mists  of

A bs ol ut el y  n ot!  Y es,  t h e w orl d  is si c k 
wit h  si n; G o d  s a ys  it's g oi n g  t o g et  e v e n  
w ors e.  B ut  H e  d o es n't  t ell us,  u If t hi n gs 
g et  b a d,  y o u  c a n  gi v e  u p. "  H e  e x p e cts  us  
t o fi g ht i n His  ri g ht e o us ar m y,  t o pr e a c h  
t h e g os p el,  a n d  t o lift hi g h  His  st a n d ar ds  
a n d  v al u es  as  l o n g as w e  h a v e  br e at h.  
W e  d o n't  h a v e  ti m e t o e v al u at e o ur 
s el v es  w h et h er  w e  t hi n k w e  q u alif y  t o b e  
a  s ol di er  f or t h e L or d.  E v er y  C hristi a n  is 
a  s ol di er f or t h e L or d.

M a k e  a  m ar k  f or t h e L or d.  A n d  n e v er,  
n e v er,  n e v er  gi v e  u p!

— R e pri nt e d  fr o m Bi bl e  A d v o c at e,  
D e c.  1 9 9 3.  p p.  6, 7,  1 6.

N o w  t h at w e  ar e  pr o vi di n g  e d u c ati o n al  
o p p ort u niti es  a n d  g ui d eli n es,  I b eli e v e  
t h at w e  will  s o o n b e  r e a d y t o m o v e  o ut  
i nt o t h e w orl d.

W e  m ust  r e m e m b er o ur  missi o n  of  
s pr e a di n g t h e g os p el  of  s al v ati o n  a n d  of  
m a ki n g  dis ci pl es  w h o  m a k e  dis ci pl es  
( M att. 2 8: 1 9, 2 0).

e x p eri e n c es  a n d  fr o m t h os e of  t h e m a n y  
s e as o n e d  missi o n  or g a ni z ati o ns  t h at h a v e  
o n e  t o t w o h u n dr e d  y e ars  of  e x p eri e n c e.  
S o m eti m es  i n r ei n v e nti n g t h e w h e el  it 
t ur ns o ut  s q u ar e i nst e a d of  r o u n d. I b e 
li e v e p ast or al tr ai ni n g pl us s p e cifi c 
missi o ns  tr ai ni n g a n d  e x p eri e n c e  u n d er  
s e as o n e d missi o n ari es  is ess e nti al i n 
or d er  t o pr e v e nt  pr o bl e ms  i n t h e f ut ur e.

I d o n't  r e c o m m e n d t h at a n y o n e  st art 
w or k  o utsi d e  a  s yst e m or  a n  or g a ni z a
ti o n. It is a l ot e asi er a n d a l ot l ess 
str essf ul t o w or k  o n  t h e i nsi d e of  w h at  
y o u  w a nt  t o i m pr o v e. B e  a w ar e  of  e v e 
r yt hi n g i n y o ur  c hil d's  s c h o ol  t h at is p art  
of  his  or  h er  e d u c ati o n. B e  a n a cti v e  
P T  A  m e m b er.  Assist  y o ur  c hil d's  
t e a c h er. R u n  f or t h e s c h o ol b o ar d.  V ol 
u nt e er  t o b e  o n  t e xt b o o k c o m mitt e es.  
A n yti m e  y o u  n e e d  s o m e  e xtr a  h el p,  d o n't  
h esit at e  t o c all  ot h er  c h ur c h es  a n d  gi v e  
ot h er  C hristi a ns  t h e c h a n c e  t o h el p  y o u  
w or k  t o w ar d w h at  is ri g ht a n d g o o d.  
D o n't  e x p e ct t o s e e e y e t o e y e wit h

i nf a nt b a ptis m), p a cifists,  a n d  Ar mi ni a ns.  
S e v e n s p e cifi c " h er esi es " w er e  
p u nis h a bl e  b y  d e at h,  " wit h o ut  b e n efit  of  
Cl er g y. "  Si xt e e n  l ess s eri o us “ err ors "  
w er e  t o b e  p u nis h e d  b y  i m pris o n m e nt.

T h e  l a w w as  n ot  p o p ul ar  wit h  t h e 
P arli a m e nt ar y  mi n orit y.  It c a us e d  m u c h  
c o ntr o v ers y, a n d i n t h e mi dst  of  ot h er  
p oliti c al  u nr est  of  t h e Cr o m w elli a n  er a  it 
b e c a m e  d or m a nt.  I n 1 6 5 1- 2  Cr o m w ell,  
w h o  f a v or e d r eli gi o us t ol er a n c e, s e c ur e d  
t h e p ass a g e  of  his  u A ct  of  O bli vi o n, n  
w hi c h  s et fr e e m a n y  a c c us e d  of  v ari o us  
cri m es,  i n cl u di n g h er es y.  I n 1 6 5 3,  w h e n  
Cr o m w ell  b e c a m e  Pr ot e ct or,  h e  pl e d g e d  
hi ms elf  t o g u ar a nt e e  r eli gi o us fr e e d o m 
t o all.  H o w e v er,  Cr o m w ell  w as  n ot  r e all y

M a ki n g  His  I m pri nt ( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  1 7)  

a n y o n e  els e —  e v e n  ot h er  C hristi a ns.  
Tr y  t o c o n c e ntr at e  o n  a  c o m m o n  c a us e.
If y o u  k e e p  y o ur  e y es  o n  t h at g o al,  y o u  
c a n fi n d m u c h  h el p  fr o m ot h er  C hris 
ti a ns. Y o u  d o n't  n e e d  t o st a n d al o n e.

St art  o ut  e v er y d a y  wit h  S cri pt ur e  
a n d  pr a y er.  Y o u  al w a ys  w a nt  G o d  t o b e  
wit h  y o u  i n e v er yt hi n g  y o u  s a y,  d o,  a n d  
e v e n  t hi n k. As k  Hi m  t o g ui d e  a n d  dir e ct  
y o u  i n w h at  H e  w a nts  y o u  t o d o  e a c h  
d a y,  a n d t o gi v e  y o u  t h e str e n gt h a n d  
c o ur a g e  t o d o  it.

Y es,  t h e w orl d  is g etti n g  w ors e  a n d  
w ors e.  B ut  d o es  t h at gi v e  us  t h e e x c us e  
t o q uit  tr yi n g t o w or k  f or t h e L or d ?

all ki n ds  s uff er e d as w ell.  It w as  t his 
s a m e 1 7t h- c e nt ur y  r eli gi o us i nt ol er a n c e 
w hi c h  dr o v e  t h e Pil gri m  f at h ers t o s e e k 
fr e e d o m fr o m p ers e c uti o n  i n a  n e w  l a n d. 
I n t h e 2 5  y e ars  b ef or e  t h e R eli gi o us  
T ol er ati o n  A ct,  s o m e 8, 0 0 0 n o n 
c o nf or mists ar e s ai d t o h a v e  di e d i n 
pris o n  a n d  6 0, 0 0 0  s uff er e d i n ot h er w a ys, 
t hr o u g h fi n es a n d  l oss of  pr o p ert y.  S u c h  
w as  t h e "l o v e ”  i ns pir e d b y  t h e “ C hrisi ”  
of  t h e est a blis h e d  C h ur c h!)

T h e U nit ari a ns  q ui c kl y t o o k 
a d v a nt a g e of  a n y i n cr e asi n g fr e e d o m. 
B y  1 6 7 2  a m e m b er  of  P arli a m e nt  w as  
c o m pl ai ni n g  t h at S o ci ni a n  b o o ks  w er e  
s elli n g  as  o p e nl y  as  t h e Bi bl e,  s
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b ett er.  T his  e x c us es  t h e m fr o m a n y  
r es p o nsi bilit y t o h el p  t h e n e e d y.

, M ost  p e o pl e  r e m o v e t h eir s h o es  u p o n  
e nt eri n g  t h e c h ur c h  e v e n  t h o u g h s h o es  
ar e  all o w e d.  E v er y o n e  r e m o v es t h eir 
s h o es w h e n  e nt eri n g  t h e p ul pit  ar e a.  
H o w  c o ul d  t h e y tr ust o ur  s pirit u alit y  
w h e n  w e  di d n't  k n o w  t his!

s e v er al  w o m e n  b ef or e  w e  u n d erst o o d  
t h at o n e.

• It is u n a c c e pt a bl e  t o t o u c h f o o d or  
p e o pl e  wit h  t h e l eft h a n d.  I n m a n y  
c o u ntri es  w h er e  t h er e is n o  t oil et p a p er  
t h e y us e  t h eir l eft h a n d. W e  o nl y  
dis c o v er e d  t h at o n  t his l ast tri p. H o w  
w e  m ust  h a v e  r e p uls e d a n d  off e n d e d  
t h e m!

• T h er e  is a  d efi nit e  pr ot o c ol  as  t o h o w  
a n d  w h o  pr es e nts  g arl a n ds  (l eis), d o n e  
r o uti n el y at  w el c o m es  a n d  f ar e w ells.

I If t h e y h a d n't  b e e n  u n d erst a n di n g,  
Bill  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d t o

• C o m m u ni o n  is a d mi nist er e d b y  t h e 
p ast or  fr o m a  c o m m o n  c h ali c e  wit h  
.t h e p e o pl e  k n e eli n g  at  t h e alt er.  T h e  
， m e n  all  g o  first. All  I k n e w  t o d o  w as  

pr a y.  G o d  is m er cif ul  —  n o n e  of  us  
g ot  si c k fr o m s h ari n g  i n t h at.

• T h e  d e a d ar e pl a c e d  o utsi d e t h eir 
h o m es f or vi e wi n g,  wit h  i c e k e pt  
u n d er  t h eir b e d  a n d  p erf u m e  p eri o di 
c all y  s pr a y e d o v er  t h e m. T h e y  m ust  
b e  b uri e d  wit hi n  2 4  h o urs.  W e  w o ul d  
h a v e  miss e d  s o m e f u n er als if t h e y 
h a d  n ot  s e nt  r u n n ers t o t ell us  t o c o m e  
q ui c kl y.

T h es e  ar e  j ust a  f e w c ult ur al  diff er 
e n c es t h at w e  h a v e  l e ar n e d a b o ut a n d  
t h er e m ust  b e  m a n y  m or e  t h at w e  still 
d o n't  u n d erst a n d,  e v e n  aft er  m a n y  r el a
ti v el y l o n g visits.

T h e  w or k  i n I n di a is dir e ct e d  b y  t h e 
G o v er ni n g  B o d y  ( h er e aft er r ef err e d t o 
as G. B.).  It is a g o v er n m e nt-r e q uir e d  
e ntit y w h os e  p ur p os e  is t o o v ers e e  t h e 
pr o p ert y  a n d  t o s u b mit y e arl y  fi n a n ci al 
r e p orts f or a u dit. T h e y  als o h a v e  t h e 
r es p o nsi bilit y of  s el e cti n g  p ast ors.  T h e y  
ar e  r e q uir e d t o m e et  o n c e  a  y e ar,  b ut  t his 
gr o u p  m e ets  at  l e ast m o nt hl y  d u e  t o t h e 
l a c k of  ot h er  a d e q u at e  l e a d ers hi p i n t h e 
c h ur c h es.  T h e y  h a v e  tri e d i n m a n y  w a ys  
t o e n c o ur a g e  a n d h el p  r ais e u p  l e a d er
s hi p. W e  ar e  v er y  pl e as e d  wit h  t h e d e di 
c ati o n  of  t h es e s e v e n G. B.  m e m b ers  t o 
G o d  a n d  t o o ur  c h ur c h es.

W hil e  i n B a n g al or e,  i n a n  i nt er vi e w 
wit h  H arr y  B us h,  S o ut h er n  B a ptist  mis 
si o n ar y  s u p er vis or  of  s o ut h e ast  Asi a,  h e  
s ai d, “ M ost  p e o pl e  w h o  c o m e  h er e,  t h e 
first t hi n g t h e y w a nt  t o d o  is r e a c h i nt o 
t h eir p o c k ets.  T his  is t h e w orst  t hi n g 
t h e y c a n d o.  It h as  d o n e  m u c h  m or e  
h ar m  t h a n g o o d.  T h e y  w a nt  t o b uil d  
s hi n y n e w  b uil di n gs  a n d  st a n d b a c k  a n d  
s a y 'Is n't it w o n d erf ul  w h at  G o d  h as  
d o n e ? *  N ot  s o. T h e  p e o pl e  h a v e n't  b e e n  
pr o p erl y  dis ci pl e d  a n d tr ai n e d a n d  
h a v e n't  t h e e x p eri e n c e t o t a k e o n  t h at 
ki n d  of  r es p o nsi bilit y. It cr e at es  e n v y,  
j e al o us y, strif e,  a n d  c o nf usi o n,  a n d  t a k es 
t h e f o c us off  G o d  a n d  His  l o v e a n d  His  
pl a ns  f or n o w  a n d  et er nit y. n

H e  s ai d t h at w h e n  t h e y s e n d o ut  a  
s h ort t er m mi nistr y  t e a m t h e y e x pl ai n

• I n s o m e c o u ntri es  t h e p e o pl e  b eli e v e  
t h at si n c e t h e y ar e b or n  l ess pri vi 
l e g e d t h a n w e,  it is t h eir ri g ht t o t a k e 
fr o m us  i n a n y w a y  t h e y c a n. T h e y  
d o n't  c o nsi d er  it st e ali n g.

t h es e t hi n gs t o t h e m at  ori e nt ati o n  b e 
f or e t h e y g o,  d uri n g  t h eir st a y, a n d  aft er  
t h e y l e a v e a n d  still  oft e n  s o m e  sli p  m o n e y  
t o s o m e o n e,  t hi n ki n g t h e p ers o n  or  gr o u p  
t h e y ar e  h el pi n g  is a n  e x c e pti o n  t o t h e 
r ul e.

"I n  d e ali n g  cr oss- c ult ur all y, n  h e  s ai d , 
“ I e x pl ai n, ' L et's h a v e  a cl e ar  u n d er
st a n di n g. I bri n g  n o  m o n e y,  n o  s u p pli es 
— o nl y  t h e W or d  of  G o d  t o h el p  y o u  
gr o w  t o b e c o m e  c hil dr e n  of  G o d/  T h e  
g o al  is t o k n o w  t h eir h e arts. It is a  
t erri bl e i ns ult t o G o d  t o t hi n k t h at t h e 
g o al  is j ust t o g et  p e o pl e  b a pti z e d  a n d  
i nt o t h e p e w. ”

H e  als o  s ai d, "I h a v e  p e o pl e  k n o c k 
i n g o n  m y  d o or  all  h o urs  of  t h e d a y  a n d  
ni g ht;  all  t h eir st ori es s e e m s o tr u e a n d  
d es p er at e.  I h a v e  o c c asi o n all y  gi v e n  t e n 
d oll ars  t o t h e ar e a or  distri ct  o v ers e er  
a n d  w h e n  t h e p e o pl e  c o m e  t o m e  I dir e ct  
t h e m t o hi m.  H e  k n o ws  t h e p e o pl e  a n d  
t h eir r e al n e e ds;  I d o n't. "

H e  e x pl ai n e d h o w  c ar ef ull y t h e y 
s u p er vis e  a n d  dis ci pl e  a  n e w  w or k  u ntil  
a s oli d c or e h as  j ell e d. T h e y  m ust  b e  
s pirit u all y m at ur e  a n d  h a v e  f u n cti o ni n g 
d e a c o ns  a n d  el d ers  b ef or e  t h e y pr o vi d e  
a n ati o n al  p ast or.  E v e n  t h e n t h e y gi v e  
t h e m v er y  littl e fi n a n ci al h el p.  H e  s ai d, 
"If  y o u  w a nt  t o s h ar e  y o ur  w e alt h  gi v e  i( 
t o a n y or g a ni z ati o n  t h at h as  q u alifi e d  
a n d  tr ust w ort h y n ati o n als  t o o v ers e e  t h at 
it is s p e nt wis el y. "

W hil e  i n I n di a w e  als o  m et  wit h  Mr.  
V o n  W ort e n,  c h air m a n  of  all  t h e B a ptist  
w or k  i n I n di a. H e  t ol d m e,  " C h ur c h es  
t e n d t o b e  p ast or  c o ntr oll e d a n d gr e ai  
c ar e  is n e e d e d  as  t o w h o  is a p p oi nt e d.  
O n c e  a p p oi nt e d  it is v er y  diffi c ult  t o g et  
ri d of  t h e m. Y o u  will  pr o b a bl y  n e e d  v er y  
g o o d  l e g al a d vi c e  i n or d er  t o k n o w  h o w  
t o pr o c e e d  wit h  t h at diffi c ult  t as k. * *

Missi o n ar y-is m  c a n  b e  a  r a c k et. W e  
h a v e  r e c ei v e d m a n y  l ett ers fr o m p e o pl e  
w h o  b ar el y  m et  us  —  or  e v e n  t o o k o ur  
n a m e  a n d  a d dr ess  fr o m o ur  l u g g a g e t a gs 
— pr et e n di n g  t o h a v e  m et  us.  O n c e  w e  
s e n d t h e m o ur  pri nt e d  m at eri als,  t h e y

( C o nti n u e d o n  P a g e  2 2)

• M e n  a n d  w o m e n  sit  o n  o p p osit e  si d es 
of  t h e c h ur c h,  wit h  t h e w o m e n  tr yi n g 
t o k e e p  t h eir h e a ds  c o v er e d  wit h  t h e 
l o os e e n d  of  t h eir s aris;  t his d e m a n ds  
c o nst a nt att e nti o n  b e c a us e  t h e y ar e  
sli p p er y. P at  a n d I w er e  o b vi o usl y  
" disr es p e ctf ul " b ut I h a d n e v er  
t h o u g ht of  t h at b ef or e  a n d  t h e y w er e  
t o o p olit e  t o t ell us.
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• I n Hi n d uis m  t h e b eli ef  is t h at p e o pl e  
s uff er i n t his lif e b e c a us e  t h e y w er e  
b a d  i n t h eir p ast  lif e; t h er ef or e s uff er
i n g n o w  will  m a k e  t h eir n e xt  lif e 

( C o nti n u e d o n  P a g e  2 3)

M ail  t o: T h e  R Esrr n m o N  H e r a l d , 
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

• M ost  of  t h eir m arri a g es  ar e  still ar 
r a n g e d b y  t h e p ar e nts,  a n d t h er e is

• Ni n et y  p er c e nt  of  t h e p e o pl e  li v e at  
t h e p o v ert y  l e v el a n d ar e m e nt all y  
pr e o c c u pi e d  wit h  w h er e  t o g et  t h eir 
n e xt  m e al,  s o  it is diffi c ult  f or t h e m t o 
c o n c e ntr at e  o n  o ur  s h ort-t er m  t e a c h
i n gs. It is als o  diffi c ult  f or t h e m t o 
i m a gi n e t h at w e,  t h e w e alt h y  A m eri 
c a ns, w o ul d  h a v e  a n yt hi n g t o off er  
t h e m b ut  m o n e y.  It t a k es ti m e t o b uil d  
r el ati o ns hi ps a n d  c o nfi d e n c e  i n p e o pl e  
a n d  i n G o d.

sit u ati o ns. E v e n  w h e n  n ati v es  s p e a k  
E n glis h,  t h eir a c c e nts  a n d diff er e nt  
w a ys  of  p hr asi n g  m a k e  it diffi c ult  t o 
c at c h  t h e m e a ni n g  of  w h at  t h e y ar e  
s a yi n g.  P e o pl e  all  o v er  t h e w orl d  t e n d 
t o s a y or  n o d  4t y es J, w h e n  t h e y d o n't  
u n d erst a n d.  I n o ur  cit y  c h ur c h es  of  
I n di a, f o ur l a n g u a g es ar e s p o k e n  
w hi c h  e v e n  m a k es  t h eir c o m m u ni c a 
ti o n wit h  e a c h  ot h er  diffi c ult.  (I n t h e 
vill a g es  t h e y s p e a k t h e di al e ct  of  t h e 
l o c alit y.)

c o nti n ui n g  f e m al e o p pr essi o n  b y  t h e 
d o wr y  s yst e m. T h e  c ast e  s yst e m is 
still v er y  m u c h  ali v e alt h o u g h  d e 
ni e d.  All  t his dr a m ati c all y  eff e cts  t h e 
w a y  t h e n ati v es  l o o k at  e a c h  ot h er  a n d  
cr e at es c o nf usi o n w h e n  C hristi a ns  
e x p e ct  t h e m t o b eli e v e  all  ar e  cr e at e d  
e q u al.

u.s.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  
M orr o w,  G e or gi a  
N oii pr ofil  Off.

D e ar  R Es m u n o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 l a m m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d  t h e m a g a zi n e  
t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  
E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d —
1  yr,  $ 1 2,  2 yr. $ 2 1, 3 yr. $ 3 0.

[ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d  U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

n d erst a n di n g  missi o ns  i n 
t h e c o nt e xt of  i n di vi d u al 
c ult ur es is cr u ci al t o t h e 
s u c c ess  of  a n y  e n d e a v or  t o 
b uil d  u p  p e o pl e  i n t h e L or d . 

O ur  r e c e nt tri p t o I n di a, al o n g wit h  
n u m er o us  tri ps all  o v er  t h e w orl d  i n t h e 
p ast  3 1  y e ars  a n d  o ur  i nt er a cti o n wit h  
missi o n ar y  or g a ni z ati o ns  a n d  t h eir l e a d
ers, h as  pr o m pt e d  us  t o a d dr ess s o m e 
iss u es w e  b eli e v e  n e e d  s eri o us c o nt e m 
pl ati o n  a n d  pr a y er  b y  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e.  O ur  d esir e  is t o 
i n cr e as e o ur  eff e cti v e n ess  as  b e ar ers  of  
t h e g os p el  t o all  t h e w orl d.

W e  h a v e  b e e n  t o B a n g al or e,  I n di a t e n 
ti m es n o w  a n d  I w o ul d  s a y w e'r e  o nl y  
j ust b e gi n ni n g  t o k n o w  a n d  u n d erst a n d  
t h e c ult ur e.  I will  tr y t o r el at e s o m e  of  t h e 
t hi n gs w e  h a v e  a n d  ar e  l e ar ni n g. I b e 
li e v e t h e y h a v e  dir e ct  b e ari n g  o n  o ur  
attit u d es  a n d  a cti o ns  i n t h e ar e a  of  f ut ur e 
missi o ns,  b ot h  i n I n di a a n d  ot h er  p arts  of  
t h e w orl d  w h er e  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  is i n v ol v e d.
• C o m m u ni c ati o n  f or u n d erst a n di n g  is 

tr ul y a diffi c ult art i n t h e b est  of

• I n t h e U. S.,  i n t h e m ar k et pl a c e,  t h er e 
is n o  dis cri mi n ati o n  f or r eli gi o us  c o n 
vi cti o n,  w hil e  i n I n di a, C hristi a ns  ar e  
dis cri mi n at e d a g ai nst. T his  m a k es  
b e c o mi n g  a  C hristi a n  v er y  diffi c u h  
t h er e. I n s o m e  p arts  of  t h e w orl d  it is 
a d v a nt a g e o us t o b e c o m e  at l e ast a  
n o mi n al  C hristi a n.  I n A m eri c a,  
tif yi n g o n es elf  as  a  C hristi a n  c a n  
us e d  t o est a blis h  b usi n ess  a n d  p oliti 
c al cr e di bilit y. I n Afri c a,  w e  f o u n d 
t h at m ost  j ust g o  al o n g wit h  t h eir 
tri b al l e a d er.

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e nti G es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n.  If 

t h e n u m b er  is 9 5. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 5.  A  9 5. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  Ji m e/J ul y e x pir ati o n.  
T his  m et h o d  will  assist  Ui e  s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.
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N e xt  I s s u e
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O mi n o u s  Si g n s

T h e  h orrif yi n g  p ois o n  g as  att a c k o n  T o k y o's  
s u b w a y  s yst e m  r e mi n d e d us  h o w  v ul n er a bl e  w e  ar e

i n a  fr e e s o ci et y. W hil e  m e m b ers  of  t h e " m yst er y  
c ult "  w er e  b ei n g  arr est e d,  e dit ori als  i n J a p a n a n d  
els e w h er e  as k e d  t h e q u esti o n,  “ W h y  di d n't  y o u  i n
v esti g at e  t his c ult  e arli er  a n d  h a v e  t h e m u n d er  s ur- 
v eill a n c e ? "  M y  first r es p o ns e is t o a gr e e  wit h  t his 
q u esti o n,  b ut  t h er e is a n  o mi n o us  s pirit  i n w a nti n g  
t o i n v esti g at e str a n g e  "r eli gi o us  c ults. "

O n  S u n d a y  aft er n o o n,  M ar c h  2 6,  a  p a n el  of  e x 
p erts  w as  dis c ussi n g  t his i n ci d e nt i n J a p a n, a n d  
s p e a ki n g of  h o w  v ul n er a bl e  U. S.  s o ci et y is t o j ust 
s u c h a n  o c c urr e n c e.  T h eir  c o n cl usi o n  w as  t h at it 
will  o nl y  t a k e s o m e i n ci d e nt li k e J a p a n's h a p p e n 
i n g h er e  i n t h e U. S.  a n d  w e  will  u s e e h o w  m u c h  of  
o ur  fr e e d o m will  b e  c urt ail e d. "

T h e  t hr e at is t h er e .. . f or t h e fr e e d o m t h at w e  
h a v e  s o m u c h  c o m e  t o t a k e f or gr a nt e d  ... a n d  f or 
all  " c ults "  t h at d o n *t  fit i n wit h  t h e n or m.  T h e  t hr e at 
of  tri b ul ati o n a n d p ers e c uti o n  l o o ms o n  t h e h ori 
z o n.

Gl or y,  H all el uj a h!

W e  j ust c el e br at e d t h e E ast er  s e as o n. T h at  al 
w a ys  bri n gs  j o y t o a  C hristi a n's  h e art  as  h e  c o nsi d
ers  t h e cr u cifi xi o n  a n d  m or e  i m p ort a ntl y t h e R es ur 
r e cti o n. As  a  p ers o n  gr o ws  ol d er  t h at iss u e, t h e R es-  
u n e cti o n,  t a k es o n  m or e  a n d  m or e  i m p ort a n c e.

O n e  b y  o n e  p ast ors  b ur y  f ait hf ul m e m b ers  of  
t h eir c o n gr e g ati o ns,  f a mili es s e p ar at e fr o m l o v e d 
f a mil y m e m b ers,  g o o d  fri e n ds c o m e  t o t h e e n ds  of 
t h eir li v es. T h at  c o ul d  bri n g  o n  d e pr essi o n,  a n d  f or 
s o m e it d o es,  b ut  it d o es  n ot  n e e d  t o, f or t h er e is 
s o m et hi n g b e y o n d  d e at h.

S o m et hi n g  h a p p e n e d  t h er e at  t h e t o m b s o m e
ti m e d uri n g  t h e ni g ht!  T h e  st o n e w as  r oll e d a w a y  
...t h e " b o d y "  w as  n ot  t h er e... s o m et hi n g  h a d  h a p
p e n e d!  T h at  s o m et hi n g, t h e R es u n e cti o n  of  J es us, 
s h o w e d t h e F at h er's  p o w er  a n d  a ut h orit y  as  H e  p ut  
n e w  lif e i nt o t h e b o d y  of  His  S o n.  T h at  n e w  br e at h  
of  lif e w as  o n e  of  i m m ort alit y a n d  i n c orr u pti bilit y 
— t h e first o n e  wit h  t his n e w  lif e of  G o d!

T h at  is o ur  h o p e  a n d  a nti ci p ati o n.  It will  h a p p e n  
f or t h os e f ait hf ul m e m b ers  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  b uri e d,  
f or t h os e l o v e d o n es  fr o m w h o m  w e' v e  b e e n  s e p a
r at e d, a n d  f or t h os e g o o d  fri e n ds w e  miss  s o  d e arl y.  
"I n  a  m o m e nt,  i n t h e t wi n kli n g of  a n  e y e,  at  t h e l ast 
tr u m p..

Wit h  t h es e t hi n gs i n mi n d  a n d  b e c a us e  w e  ar e  t h e 
“ R estit uti o n  H er al d, "  o ur  n e xt  iss u e will  b e  d e v ot e d  
t o t h e m att ers  c o n c er ni n g  t h e " e n d ti m es " a n d  t h e 
c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m!  Y o u'll  w a nt  t o h a v e  t his iss u e i n 
y o ur  h o m e.  E xtr a  c o pi es  m a y  b e  pr e- or d er e d.  T h e  
c ost  will  b e  $ 3. 0 0  f or e xtr a  c o pi es. “
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T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B U S HI N G  

D A NI E L  S M E A D

E D n O R

K E N T  R O S S

“ T h e  L ost  S e x  a n d  C ult ur e  St u d y "  b y  P hili p  Y a n c e y

( R e pri nt e d fr o m C hristi a nit y  T o d a y,  D e c.  1 2,  1 9 9 4,  p.  8 0)

“ As  a  T hi ef  i n t h e Ni g ht ”  b y  N or m a n  J. M c L e o d  

j ( R e pri nt e d fr o m T h e  R Es m v n o N  H e r a l d , M a y  2 2, 1 9 5 1,  p p.  5, 6)

" R es urr e cti o n  H o p e "  b y  J a m es  A.  P atri c k  
( R e pri nt e d fr o m T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , M ar c h  3 1,  1 9 4 2,  p p.  1,  1 1)

" L o v est  T h o u  M e ? "  b y  F.  L.  A usti n  
( R e pri nt e d fr o m T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , A pril  1 0, 1 9 2 8) L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R

J A S O N  C A T U N

n p E s err a
A M Y  B E R R Y

M A 1 U N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

J U LI E  I S H A M

P L E A S E  U S E  T H E  F O R M  O N  P A G E  2 4  W H E N  C O R R E S P O N D 

I N G C O N C E R NI N G  Y O U R  S U B S C RI P TI O N.

* T h e  M or al  F o u n d ati o ns  of  S o ci et y ”  b y  M ar g ar et  T h at c h er  
( R e pri nt e d fr o m I m pri mis, M ar c h,  1 9 9 5)

A D D R E S S  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h b  R B J m v n o N  H b h a l d . A T T N:  K E N T  R O S S,  P. O.  B O X  
1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  O A  3 0 2 6 0

T H E  R Etr m ni O M  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  1 4.  N U M B E R  4:  A P RI L,  M A Y.  1 9 9 S

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

T J i b R B y m v n o w H m A L D  ©  I S  O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  

B Y  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E,  A  

N O N P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T  

5 8 2 3  T R A M M E L L  R O A D,  P. O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  

G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H k k a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R.
T h b  Ri x m v n o N  H e k a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

" E pit a p h  of  U n b eli e v ers n  
b y  H ollis  P artl o w e

“ T h e  A gi n g  of  a  C ult "  
b y  K e nt  R oss

“ T h e  D e v al ui n g  of  A m eri c a, , b y  Willi a m  J. B e n n ett  
( R e pri nt e d fr o m T h e  D e v al ui n g  of  A m eri c a:  

T h e  Fi g ht  F or  O ur  C ult ur e  a n d  O ur  C hil dr e n,  p p.  1 6 9- 7 1, 2 0 6- 7,  2 1 0)

-T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R.  8: 6);

・  T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D * S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T. 1 6: 1 6),  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  ( 1 TI M.  2: 5);
・  T H E  BI B L E  I S  T H E  I N S PI R E D  W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M  

3: 1 6) ；
・  T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A.  1 4 6: 4);

-T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1).  A N D  
LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3);

. T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F  T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 3);  、

・  T H E  I M M O R T A U Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  ( 1 
C O R.  1 5 ^ 3. 5 4);

. T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1: 8);

-T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L  A S  T H E  KI N G 

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);
.T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 

8: 1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L  T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1- 3);

・  T H E  - R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N O S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  
P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N "  ( A C T S 3: 2 1).

.I T A L S O  FI R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  
I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  

T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 8),  A N D  A  C O N S E 
C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.
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— T h o m as  S c ott,  E ast er  A n g els

— K arl  B art h,  D o g m ati cs  i n O utli n e
— G e or g e  W.  Wis e m a n,  E x p osit or

— P hilli ps  Br o o ks,  A n  E ast er  C ar ol
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T h e  E ast er  m ess a g e  t ells us  t h at o ur  e n e mi es,  si n,  t h e c urs e  a n d  
d e at h,  ar e  b e at e n.  Ulti m at el y  t h e y c a n  n o  l o n g er st art  mis c hi ef.  
T h e y  still b e h a v e  as  t h o u g h t h e g a m e  w er e  n ot  d e ci d e d,  t h e 
b attl e  n ot  f o u g ht; w e  m ust  still r e c k o n wit h  t h e m, b ut  f u n d a
m e nt all y  w e  m ust  c e as e  t o f e ar t h e m a n y  m or e.

T o m b,  t h o u s h alt  n ot  h ol d  Hi m  l o n g er; 
D e at h  is str o n g,  b ut  Lif e  is str o n g er; 
Str o n g er  t h a n t h e d ar k,  t h e li g ht;
Str o n g er  t h a n t h e wr o n g,  t h e ri g ht;
F ait h  a n d  H o p e  tri u m p h a nt s a y 
C hrist  will  ris e o n  E ast er  D a y.

E ast er  m ust  b e  r eli v e d.
W h er e  is t h e z e al  t h at f oll o w e d E ast er's  birt h ?
T h e  f ait h t h at d o o m e d  t h e s o ull ess g o ds  of  e art h ?
N o  s h a d o w, lif el ess s pirit  of  r e p os e
Pr e v ail e d  t h at cl o u dl ess  m o m  w h e n  C hrist  ar os e.  
T h e  E ast er  at m os p h er e  c a n n ot  r e vi v e
A  t or pi d f ait h t h at t hi n ks its elf ali v e.

A n g els,  r oll t h e r o c k a w a y;
D e at h,  yi el d  u p  t h y mi g ht y  pr e y:  
S e e,  H e  ris es fr o m t h e t o m b, 
Gl o wi n g  wit h  i m m ort al bl o o m.

Al-l e-l u-i a!  Al-l e-l u-i a!
C hrist  t h e L or d  is ris e n t o d a y!



— A n o n y m o us

— C hristi n a  G e or gi n a  R oss etti,  E ast er  C ar ol

J es us  w or e  t h e t h or ns a w a y.— T h o m as  K ell y,  C o m e,  Y e  S ai nis

_  M arti n  L ut h er:  I n t h e B o n ds  of  D e at h

A P RI L,  M A Y  1 9 9 5

S pri n g  b ursts  t o d a y,
F or  C hrist  is ris e n a n d  all  t h e e art h's  at  pl a y.

M a y  E ast er  D a y
T o  t h y h e art  s a y,

“ C hrist  di e d  a n d  r os e f or t h e e. " 
M a y  E ast er  ni g ht  
O n  t h y h e art  writ e,

U O  C hrist,  I li v e t o T h e e. ”

I n t h e b o n ds  of  D e at h  H e  l a y 
W h o  f or o ur  off e n c e  w as  sl ai n;

B ut  t h e L or d  is ris e n t o- d a y,
C hrist  h at h  br o u g ht  us  lif e a g ai n,  

W h er ef or e  l et us  all  r ej oi c e, 
Si n gi n g  l o u d, wit h  c h e erf ul  v oi c e,

H all el uj a h!

C o m e,  y e  s ai nts, l o o k h er e  a n d  w o n d er,  
S e e  t h e pl a c e  w h er e  J es us l a y;
H e  h as  b urst  His  b a n ds  as u n d er;
H e  h as  b or n e  o ur  si ns a w a y;
J o yf ul ti di n gs,
Y es,  t h e L or d  h as  ris e n t o d a y.



F E A T U R E
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B Y  J A M E S  A.  P A T RI C K
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s a n ds  of  y e ars  i n a d v a n c e  t h e t hi n gs w e  
s e e h a p p e ni n g  b ef or e  o ur  e y es.  "I n  t h e 
l ast d a ys  p eril o us  ti m es s h all c o m e "  ( 2 
Ti m.  3: 1).  T h e  w or d  “ p eril o us "  is t a k e n 
fr o m t h e s a m e  Gr e e k  w or d  as  t h e w or ds  
“ e x c e e di n g fi er c e " i n M att h e w  8: 2 8.  
T h e  t w o m e n  p oss ess e d  wit h  d e vils  w er e  
s ai d t o b e  " e x c e e di n g fi er c e. " S o,  t h e 
ti m es i n w hi c h  w e  li v e ar e  " e x c e e di n g  
fi er c e "— a n d  I b eli e v e  n o  o n e  will  tr y t o 
s a y  ot h er wis e.  L u k e  2 1 : 2 6r e a ds: " M e n's  
h e arts  f aili n g t h e m f or f e ar, a n d  f or l o o k
i n g aft er  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e  c o mi n g  
o n  t h e e art h. "  L o o k  o v er  t h e w orl d  t o s e e 
if y o u  c a n  fi n d a n yt hi n g  a n y w h er e  t h at 
w o ul d  h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y t o q ui et  a  m a n's  
f e ars. T his  si g n, wit h  s o m e ot h ers  t h at 
will  pr o b a bl y  h a p p e n  i n t h e n e ar  f ut ur e, 
p ort e n ds  t h at t h e e n d is n e ar,  f or t h e 
M ast er  s ai d, " W h e n t h es e t hi n gs b e gi n

O W M U C H H O P E h a v e  
w e  C hristi a ns  i n t h es e 
l ast d a ys ?  Is it w a v er 
i n g ? Or,  is it "s ur e a n d  
st e df as U a n d  w hi c h  e n-  

t er et h i nt o t h at wit hi n  t h e v eil;  w hit h er  
t h e f or er u n n er is f or us  e nt er e d,  e v e n  
J es us " ( H e br e ws 6: 1 9, 2 0) ?

D o  I h e ar  s o m e o n e s a y, " W h at e vi 
d e n c e  h a v e  y o u  t h at t h e h o p e  y o u  b eli e v e  
a n d  t e a c h is tr u e ? If G o d  is a  G o d  of  l o v e 
a n d is all- p o w erf ul, w h y  d o es  H e  n ot  
st o p t h e t erri bl e sl a u g ht er, st ar v ati o n,  
mis er y,  a n d w o e ? "  T h es e  v er y  c o n di 
ti o ns m e nti o n e d  ar e str o n g e vi d e n c es  
t h at G o d  is a n d  is t h e ki n d  of  G o d  t h e 
Bi bl e  s a ys H e  is, b e c a us e  t h e Bi bl e  
t e a c h es t h at j ust s u c h  t hi n gs will  h a p p e n  
i n t h e l ast d a ys.  N o n e  e x c e pt  a  di vi n e  
mi n d  c o ul d  s o  a c c ur at el y  p oi nt  o ut  t h o u-

t o c o m e  t o p ass,  t h e n l o o k u p,  a n d  lift u p 
y o ur  h e a ds;  f or y o ur  r e d e m pti o n dr a w et h  
ni g h,,  ( L u k e 2 1: 2 8).

D o  I h e ar  s o m e o n e s a y, a g ai n,  “ W h y  
d o es  G o d  all o w  s u c h t hi n gs ? " T h e  
s w er is, G o d  is all o wi n g  m a n  t o g o  
o w n  w a y.  G o d  tri e d m a n  o n  t h e i n di vi d
u al  pl a n,  b ut  m a n  r e b ell e d a n d  r e b ell e d 
a n d  r e b ell e d, till fi n all y G o d  c h os e  t h e 
o n e  ri g ht e o us m a n  i n t h e w orl d,  A br a 
h a m,  a n d  d e alt  wit h  his  s e e d u ntil  t h e 
ki n g d o m  ofisr a el  w as  f or m e d. G o d  t h e n 
tri e d t o d e al wit h  t h e Isr a elit es i n a  
t h e o cr ati c w a y,  b ut  t h e y r e b ell e d a n d  
r e b ell e d  a n d  r e b ell e d u ntil  H e  g a v e  t h e m 
u p  t o t h eir o w n  w a y.  D o  n ot  bl a m e  G o d  
f or w h at  is b ei n g  d o n e;  bl a m e  m a n.

W h at  is t h e w a y  o ut ?  Aft er  t h e first 
W orl d  W ar,  t h o us a n ds a n d  t h o us a n ds of  
p e o pl e  t ur n e d t o s pirit u alis m, t h e o
s o p h y,  a n d  s o  f ort h, tr yi n g t o fi n d s o m e 
i nf or m ati o n as t o t h e w h er e a b o uts  a n d  
c o n diti o ns  of  t h eir l o v e d d e a d  o n es.  T h e  
st a m p e d e t o w ar d t h es e f als e d o ctri n es  
w as  w ors e  i n E n gl a n d  t h a n i n A m eri c a.  
T h e  mi nistr y  of  E n gl a n d  m a d e  a  f e e bl e 
pr ot est,  b ut  w h at  c o ul d  t h e mi nist ers  d o ?



li o ns t o u n c o v er  t ast y m ors els  hi d-

g ar d e ni n g  a m biti o n  k n o ws  n o  b o u n ds  at  t his s e as o n. I' d a n d  d o z e ns  of  v ari eti es  of  d u c ks,  f m

s ot a. W e  pr o b a bl y  will  h a v e  m or e

f or e s pri n g offi ci all y  pr o cl ai ms  it-

T h e n  of  c o urs e  w e  n e e d  t o c h e c k  o ur  n urs er y  q u art ers  f or G o d  pr o mis es  s pri n g will  c o m e.
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I st a n d a n d  a m  j u d g e d f or t h e h o p e  of  t h e 
pr o mis e  m a d e  of  G o d  u nt o  o ur  f at h ers: 
u nt o  w hi c h  pr o mis e  o ur  t w el v e tri b es, 
i nst a ntl y s er vi n g G o d  d a y  a n d ni g ht,  
h o p e  t o c o m e.  F or  w hi c h  h o p e's  s a k e. 
Ki n g  A gri p p a,!  a m  a c c us e d  of  t h e J e ws. 
W h y  s h o ul d  it b e  t h o u g ht a  t hi n g i n cr e d
i bl e wit h  y o u,  t h at G o d  s h o ul d r ais e t h e 
d e a d ? M  ( A cts 2 6: 6- 8).

W h y  di d  P a ul  str ess r es urr e cti o n s o 
str o n gl y as  his  h o p e ?  "If  t h e d e a d  ris e 
n ot,  t h e n is n ot  C hrist  r ais e d: a n d if 
C hrist  b e  n ot  r ais e d, y o ur  f ait h is v ai n:  
y e  ar e  y et  i n y o ur  si ns. T h e n  t h e y als o  
w hi c h  ar e  f all e n asl e e p  i n C hrist  ar e  p er-  
is h e d " ( 1 C or.  1 5: 1 6- 1 8).  R es urr e cti o n  
h o p e  is t h e o nl y  bi bli c al  h o p e,  a n d  es p e 
ci all y  i n t h es e l ast d a ys  of  sl a u g ht er a n d  
w o e.  r h

L et  us  g et  b a c k  t o t h e t h o u g ht wit h  
w hi c h  w e  st art e d —  h o p e.  W h at  is o ur  
h o p e ?  Is it t h e s a m e as P a ufs  h o p e ?  
W h at  w as  P a u Fs  h o p e ?  u W h e n  P a ul  
p er c ei v e d  t h at o n e  p art  w er e  S a d d u c e es,  
a n d  t h e ot h er  p art  P h aris e es,  h e  cri e d  o ut  
i n t h e c o u n cil,  M e n  a n d  br et hr e n,  I a m  a  
P h aris e e,  t h e s o n of  a P h aris e e:  of  t h e 
h o p e  a n d  r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d  I a m  
c all e d i n q u esti o n,,  ( A cts 2 3: 6).  A g ai n  
P a ul  s ai d: " T his  I c o nf ess  u nt o  t h e e, t h at 
aft er  t h e w a y  w hi c h  t h e y c all  h er es y,  s o 
w ors hi p  I t h e G o d  of  m y  f at h ers, b eli e v 
i n g all t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e  writt e n  i n t h e 
l a w a n d  i n t h e pr o p h ets:  a n d  h a v e  h o p e  
t o w ar d G o d,  w hi c h  t h e y t h e ms el v es als o  
all o w,  t h at t h er e s h all b e  a  r es urr e cti o n 
of  t h e d e a d,  b ot h  of  t h e j ust a n d  u nj ust ”  
( A cts 2 4: 1 4,  1 5).

O n c e  m or e  I q u ot e  fr o m P a ul:  u N o w

T h eir pli g ht  c a n  b est  b e  ill ustr at e d b y  t h e 
pli g ht  of  a n  e v a n g elist  w h o  h el d  s o m e  
m e eti n gs  i n B uff al o,  Mi n n es ot a  (t h e 
c o u nt y  s e at  of  Wri g ht  C o u nt y,  i n w hi c h  
I w as  b or n).  T h er e  w er e  a n u m b er  of  
s pirit u alists li vi n g i n a n d ar o u n d t h e 
t o w n. T h e  e v a n g elist  t o o k o c c asi o n  t o 
b er at e  t h e s pirit u alists, u ntil  o n e  e v e 
ni n g  h e  pr e a c h e d  a s er m o n o n  t h e i m
m ort alit y  of  t h e s o ul. At  t h e cl os e  of  t h e 
s er m o n,  a  m a n  i n t h e a u di e n c e  st o o d u p  
a n d  s ai d, U I d o n't  s e e w h y  y o u  b er at e  us  
s pirit u alists s o s e v er el y, w h e n  y o u  l a y 
d o w n  t h e tr a c k w e  r u n o ur  tr ai n o n. "  
T his  st at e m e nt is a bs ol ut el y tr u e. T h e  
d o ctri n e  of  i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul  is t h e 
f o u n d ati o n of  all  f als e r eli gi o ns. S pirit u 
alis m, t h e os o p h y, s u p p os e d i m m ort al
it y of  t h e s o ul —  n o n e  c a n  b e  t h e w a y  
o ut.  W h at,  t h e n, is t h e w a y  o ut ?

b e  wis hf ul  t hi n ki n g b ut  t h e c al e n d ar  c a n ^  b e  all  wr o n g!  W e  a  f e w w e e ks  t h e y * 1 1  b e  j oi n e d b y  t h e
ar e  cl os er  t o s pri n gs  ] ' .、 _ ..............................

t h e c hi c ks  a n d  s a niti z e it a n d  t h e f e e d ers a n d  w at er ers.

air.  T h e  tr e es ar e  mil es  a w a y  fr o m b ei n g  gr e e n,  b ut  t h er e's t h e m o n. T h e y  m a k e  l o n g er e x p e di-  
a n  e x p e ct a n c y a b o ut  t h e m —  a s w elli n g of  t h e b u ds,

fl o w ers’ s o m e n e w  v ari eti es  of  v e g et a bl es,  a n d  d efi nit el y s pri n g  bir ds.
m or e  e n er g y  t o h a n dl e  it all.  Of  c o urs e  w e  still h a v e  s o n w  p os-

T h e  a d v ertis e m e nts  f or b a b y  c hi c ks  h a v e  arri v e d.  S h o ul d  si bl e  s n o w d a ys  l eft h er e  i n Mi n n e-
w e  or d er  a  f e w gr e e n  e g g  l a y ers or  sti c k  t o eit h er  br o w n  or  
w hit e  e g g  l a y ers ? M a y b e  w e  s h o ul d b u y  a n ot h er  e x oti c s n o w, e v e n  a  s n o wst or m  or  t w o b e-  
ass ort m e nt a n d e nj o y s e ei n g t h e j o k es n at ur e  pl a ys  o n  f or e s pri n g offi ci all y  pr o cl ai ms  it-
c hi c k e ns.  W e'll  n e e d  a  f e w m e at  c hi c k e ns  or  br oil ers  t o o. s elf,  b ut  wi nt er's  b a c k  is br o k e n  a n d

gf  E E " — — %  
s a p p y  s m ell  w hi c h  is o nl y  h alf  i m a gi n ar y. S o m e  of  t his m a y  d e n  b y  t h e s n o w  d uri n g  t h e wi nt er.  I n

I a m  s urr o u n d e d  b y  s e e d  c at al o gs,  a n ot h er  s ur e  si g n.  M y  m e a d o wl ar ks,  m o ur ni n g  d o v es,  g e es e

li k e a  diff er e nt  fr uit tr e e ( m a y b e a pri c ot),  m or e  p er e n ni al l o o ki n g f or w ar d t o t h e c h oir  s o n g  of

Wi nt er  is o n  t h e w a n e  —  h o w  c a n  I t ell ? W h e n  t h os e T h e  wil d  bir ds  ar e m or e  a cti v e  
bl ust er y  wi n ds  ar e n't  bl o wi n g,  t h er e's a  m ell o w n ess  i n t h e n o w.  T h e  w ar mt h  of  t h e s u n s p urs

Wi nt er  W a ni n g,  S pri n g  C o mi n g
B y  J o y c e  H o us m a n
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— A n  o p p ort u nit y  t o us e  y o ur  gifts  a n d  t al e nts t o s er v e G o d  a n d  ot h ers!  一

W e  ar e  l o o ki n g f or p e o pl e  of  all  a g es  t o d e v ot e  a  p orti o n  
of  t h eir s u n u n er— e v e n  as  littl e as  o n e  w e e k  —  t o assist  o ur  
c h ur c h es wit h  c alli n g, V a c ati o n  Bi bl e  S c h o ol,  or  V B S  

， pr o m oti o n  a n d f oll o w- u p. F or  m or e  i nf or m ati o n pl e as e  
writ e  t o A m y  B err y  or  S ar a h  B u z z ar d  at Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0,  or  c all  
1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1.

W h at  Ar e  Y o u  D oi n g  T his  S u m m er ?

F E A T U R E

L o v est  T h o u  M e ? "
B y  F.  L.  A usti n

I
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N  S Y M P A T H Y  D O E S  T H E  
C hristi a n  h e art  r e a c h o ut  u nt o  
t h e c o ns ci e n c e-stri c k e n  P et er  
as t hr e e ti m es t h e S a vi o ur's  
t e n d er t h o u g h s e ar c hi n g  q u es 

ti o n is pl a c e d,  u L o v est  t h o u m e ? n It 
w as  n ot  t h e v oi c e  of  o n e  c arr yi n g a  
cr o w n  of  t h or ns; it w as  t h e v oi c e  a n d  
e y e  of  Hi m  w h o  h a d  p ass e d  t hr o u g h 
d e at h,  w h o  h a d  sl e pt  t h e c hill  sl e e p  t o a  
fi nis h a n d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  tri u m p h a ntl y 
r ais e d; it w as  H e  w h o  w as  s p e a ki n g  
wit h  a v oi c e  e c h oi n g  f ort h fr o m gl a d  
i m m ort alit y.

" L o v est t h o u m e ? "  c o ul d  b ut  h a v e  
h a d  a  f ar d e e p er  a n d  m or e  s e ar c hi n g 
m e a ni n g  t o P et er  t h a n w as  p ossi bl e  i n

t h e h o urs  of  t h at bitt er  a g o n y of  t h e 
S a vi o ur's  p assi o n  a n d  tri al. T h er e  w as  
n o  e x c us e  f or P et er's  d e ni al,  b ut  t h er e 
w as  gr e at  r e as o n w h y  P et er  c o ul d  n o w  
t hri c e a ns w er  t h e S a vi o ur  i n u n mist a k 
a bl e  w or ds.

" L o v est t h o u m e ? "  ar e  w or ds  still 
vi br a nt  i n t h e h e art  of  e v er y tr u e f bl- 
l o w er of o ur L or d.lt  is j ust as  n e c ess ar y  
f or y o u  a n d  f or m e  t o c o nfir m  P et er's  
r e pl y a n d  t o ass ur e  t o Hi m  o ur  l o v e as  
it w as  f or P et er.  W e,  t o o, h a v e  all  t o o 
oft e n  d e ni e d  o ur  L or d.

U p o n  t his a n ni v ers ai y  m e m ori al  of  
His  r es urr e cti o n, w h at  b ett er  c o ul d  e a c h  
tr u e C hristi a n  d o  t h a n t o ass ur e  wit h  
w or d,  wit h  h e art,  wit h  a cti o n  tr u e, wit h

lif e's d e v oti o n,  t h at w e,  t o o, l o v e Hi m  
w h o  di e d  f or us.  %

u

ourLord.lt


F E A T U R E

E ast er
R efl e cti o ns

B y  H arr y  G o e kl er

E

■
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h e  t h at li v et h a n d  w as  d e a d;  a n d  b e h ol d  
I a m  ali v e  f or e v er m or e, A m e n;  a n d  h a v e  
t h e k e ys  of  h ell  a n d  of  d e at h. "

T h e  h o p e  of  C hrist  hi n g es  o n  t h e tr ut h 
of  t h e r es urr e cti o n of  J es us  C hrist  fr o m 
t h e d e a d,  b e c o mi n g  t h e firstfr uits of  all  
w h o  sl e e p i n d e at h.  J es us t ol d His  dis 
ci pl es, " B e c a us e I li v e, y e  s h all li v e 

als o. "  S o  t h e n E ast er  b e c o m es  a  
ti m e of  j o y, h o p e,  a n d  i ns pir a- 

\ ti o n f or C hris 
ti a ns t hr o u g h- 

it t h e 
w orl d.  f

o us  w or ds!  " H e  is n ot  h er e,  b ut  is ris e n. " 
Aft er  His  r es urr e cti o n  J es us  a p p e ar e d  

o nl y  t o t h os e w h o  h a d  k n o w n  a n d  s er v e d 
Hi m.  Li k e wis e,  w h e n  J es us r et ur ns, it 
will  b e  t o t h os e w h o  h a v e  l o v e d a n d  
s er v e d  Hi m.

H e br e ws  9: 2 8  d e cl ar es,  " S o C hrist  
w as  o n c e  off er e d  t o b e ar  t h e si ns of 
m a n y;  a n d  u nt o  t h e m t h at l o o k f or 
hi m  s h all h e  a p p e ar  t h e s e c o n d g « 
ti m e wit h o ut  si n u nt o  s al v a- 
ti o n.”

I n R e v el a 
ti o n 1: 1 8  J es us

A S T E R  I S A  TI M E  O F  
h o p e  a n d  j o y f or C hristi a ns.  
E ast er  m a k es  a  diff er e n c e,  
t h e diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  lif e 
a n d d e at h,  li g ht a n d  d ar k 

n ess,  h o p e a n d d es p air. T hr o u g h  t h e 
' m ess a g e of  E ast er,  w e  h a v e  a n  e n dl ess  
h o p e  i nst e a d of  a h o p el ess  e n d.  E ast er  
j oi ns wit h  s pri n gti m e  i n pr o cl ai mi n g  lif e 
a b u n d a nt  a n d  e v erl asti n g  lif e.

T h e  r es urr e cti o n of  J es us fr o m t h e 
d e a d  d e m o nstr at e d  s u p er n at ur al p o w er  
o v er  g e ol o g y  —  t h e st o n e w as  r oll e d 
a w a y; o v er  h u m a n  g o v er n m e nt  —  t h e 
R o m a n  s e al w as  br o k e n;  o v er  t h e mili 
t ar y — t h e s ol di ers w er e  as  d e a d  m e n;  
o v er  d e at h  its elf i n t h at J es us  c o n q u er e d  
d e at h  a n d  r os e t o lif e.

T h e  w o m e n  h a d  c o m e  t o t h e t o m b 
t o a n oi nt t h e b o d y  of  J es us. T h e y  
f o u n d t h e st o n e r oll e d a w a y.  L u k e  
2 4  t ells us  t h e y e nt er e d t h e t o m b 
a n d  di d  n ot  fi n d t h e b o d y  of  J es us. 
As  t h e y w er e  m u c h  p er pl e x e d,  s u d
d e nl y  t w o m e n  st o o d  b y  t h e m i n s hi n
i n g g ar m e nts  a n d  t h e y w er e  afr ai d.  
T h e  m e n  s ai d t o t h e m, " W h y s e e k 
y e  t h e li vi n g a m o n g  t h e d e a d ?  H e  is 
n ot  h er e,  b ut  is ris e n. " W h at  gl ori-



T h e

B y  H ollis  P artl o w e

w
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E pit a p h  of  
U n b eli e v ers

H A T W O U L D  Y O U  li k e writ 
t e n o n  y o ur  t o m bst o n e ? T h at,s 
n ot  t h e m ost  j o yf ul t h o u g ht, 
b ut  ifs a  s o b eri n g o n e.  L et's  
t al k a b o ut  it.

S o m e w h er e  i n N e w  E n gl a n d  a t o m bst o n e 
r e a ds: " H er e li es t h e b o d y  of  H el e n  Tr e nt;  s h e 
ki c k e d  u p  h er  h e els  a n d a w a y s h e w e nt ? *  Dr.  
J a m es D o bs o n's  m ot h er  s u g g est e d f or h er  e pi 
t a p h: U I t ol d y o u  I w as  si c k. "  A n ot h er  t o m bst o n e 
s a ys  si m pl y: U I g o of e d. "  T o  s u m  u p  o n e's  w h ol e  
lif e i n t h es e w or ds  is n ot  v er y  f u n n y.

I h o p e  I d o n't  c o m e  a cr oss  w eir d,  b ut  F v e  
d e v el o p e d  a n  i nt er est i n w h at  p e o pl e  p ut  o n  t h eir 
t o m bst o n es. A n ot h er  e pit a p h  i n N e w  E n gl a n d  
s a ys: " H er e  li es t h e b o d y  of  H el e n  Y o u n g.  O n  
M a y  2 2, 1 9 2 6  I l e ar n e d t o c o ntr ol  m y  t o n g u e.”  
A n ot h er  t o m bst o n e r e a ds: " Y o u  c a n't  wi n. ” T h at  
t ells y o u  s o m et hi n g a b o ut  t h e p ers o n  sl e e pi n g  at  
t h e b as e  of  it. It s u g g ests a  h o p el ess,  n e g ati v e  
attit u d e. T h e  C hristi a n  s a ys: U I s h all wi n. ”  
" T h a n ks b e  t o G o d  w h o  gi v es  us  t h e vi ct or y  
t hr o u g h o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist ”  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 7).  
T h e  C hristi a n  r a c e is a vi ct or y  r a c e. u W e  ar e  
m or e  t h a n c o n q u er ors  t hr o u g h hi m  t h at l o v e d us ”  
( Roi t l  8: 3 7).  A  f ait h t h at d o es n't  t a k e us  b e y o n d  
t h e gr a v e  l e a v es a  gr e at  d e al  t o b e  d esir e d.

S cri pt ur e  t e a c h es us  t h at w h e n  b eli e v ers  di e  
w e  ar e  n ot  t o s orr o w  f or t h e m as  ot h ers  w h o  h a v e  
" n o h o p e ” ( 1 T h ess.  4: 1 3).  A p p ar e ntl y  s o m e

h a v e  n o  h o p e  b e y o n d  t h e gr a v e.  O n  t h eir t o m b
st o n e c o ul d  b e  writt e n  “ N O  H O P E. ”

I n c o ntr ast,  P a ul  t h e a p ostl e  gi v es  b eli e v ers  a  
bri g ht  a n d  gl ori o us  f ut ur e. " F or t h e L or d  hi ms elf  
s h all d es c e n d  fr o m h e a v e n  wit h  a  s h o ut, wit h  t h e 
v oi c e  of  t h e ar c h a n g el,  a n d  wit h  t h e tr u m p of  G o d:  
a n d t h e d e a d  i n C hrist  s h all ris e first. T h e n  w e  
w hi c h  ar e  ali v e  a n d  r e m ai n s h all  b e  c a u g ht  t o g et h er 
wit h  t h e m i n t h e cl o u ds,  t o m e et  t h e L or d  i n t h e air;  
a n d  s o  s h all  w e  e v er  b e  wit h  t h e L or d ”  ( w. 1 6 -1 7).  
B ot h  d e a d  C hristi a ns  a n d  t h e o n es  still  li vi n g at  t h at 
m o m e nt  m e et  t h e L or d  at  t h e s a m e ti m e.

I n a n  ol d  c e m et er y  i n E n gl a n d,  t h er e a p p e ars  a n  
e pit a p h  w hi c h  is r e m ar k a bl e f or t h e i ns piri n g his 
t or y it r el at es i n s u c h a bri ef  m a n n er:  "I h a v e  
si n n e d, I h a v e  r e p e nt e d, I h a v e  tr ust e d, I h a v e  
l o v e d, I r est, I s h all ris e, I s h all r ei g n. " T his  is a n  
e x pr essi o n  of  d e e p  f ait h b as e d  o n  G o d's  W or d.  All  
w h o  b eli e v e  a n d  tr ust i n G o d  h a v e  ass ur a n c e  of  lif e 
b e y o n d  t h e gr a v e,  e v e n  et er n al  lif e i n t h e c o mi n g  
ki n g d o m.

A  littl e b o y  st o o d wit h  his  f at h er l o o ki n g at  a  
gr o u p  of  p u p pi es  i n t h e wi n d o w  of  a p et  s h o p. 
u W hi c h  o n e  w o ul d  y o u  li k e ? " t h e f at h er as k e d.  
P oi nti n g  t o o n e  t h at w as  w a g gi n g  ifs t ail, t h e b o y  
r e pli e d: "I' d  li k e t h e o n e  wit h  t h e h a p p y  e n di n g. ”  
C hristi a nit y  h as  a  h a p p y  e n di n g.

Lif e  is pr e ci o us.  J es us  C hrist  is t h e o nl y  h o p e  of 
lif e b e y o n d  t h e gr a v e.  Fri e n d,  d o n *t  l o o k i nt o t h e 
s u ns et wit h o ut  t h e S a vi o ur,  s
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M a r g a r et  
T h at c h e r  is a  
f o r m e r P ri m e  
Mi nist e r  of  
G r e at  B rit ai n.  
S h e  is c u r r e ntl y  
s e r vi n g i n t h e 
H o us e  o  f 
L o r ds.

R o m a n  E m pir e,  wr ot e  t elli n gl y of  t h e 
c oll a ps e of  At h e ns,  w hi c h  w as  t h e 
birt h pl a c e  of  d e m o cr a c y.  H ej u d g e d  t h at, 
i n t h e e n d, m or e  t h a n t h e y w a nt e d  
fr e e d o m, t h e At h e ni a ns  w a nt e d  s e c urit y. 
Y et  t h e y l ost e v er yt hi n g —  s e c urit y, 
c o mf ort,  a n d  fr e e d o m. T his  w as  b e c a us e  
t h e y w a nt e d  n ot  t o gi v e  t o s o ci et y  b ut  f or 
s o ci et y t o gi v e  t o t h e m. T h e  fr e e d o m 
t h e y w er e  s e e ki n g w as  fr e e d o m fr o m 
r es p o nsi bilit y. It is n o  w o n d er,  t h e n, t h at 
t h e y c e as e d t o b e  fr e e. I n t h e m o d e m  
w orl d,  w e  s h o ul d r e c all t h e At h e ni a ns *  
dir e  f at e w h e n e v er  w e  c o nfr o nt  d e m a n ds  
f or i n cr e as e d st at e p at er n alis m.

T o  cit e a m or e  r e c e nt l ess o n i n t h e 
i m p ort a n c e of  m or al  f o u n d ati o ns, w e  
s h o ul d  list e n t o C z e c h  Pr esi d e nt  V a cl a v  
H a v el,  w h o  s uff er e d gri e v o usl y f or 
s p e a ki n g  u p  f or fr e e d o m w h e n  his  n ati o n  
w asstill  u n d er  t h e t h u m b of  c o m m u nis m.  
H e  h as  o bs er v e d,  "I n  e v er y o n e  t h er e is 
s o m e l o n gi n g f or h u m a nit y's  ri g htf ul 
di g nit y,  f or m or al  i nt e grit y, a n d f or a  
s e ns e t h at tr a ns c e n ds t h e w orl d  of  
e xist e n c e. "  His  w or ds  s u g g est t h at i n 
s pit e of  all t h e dr e a d t err ors of  
c o m m u nis m, it c o ul d n ot cr us h t h e

R E A T  B RI T AI N,  w hi c h  
s h ar es  m u c h  of  h er  hist or y  
i n c o m m o n  wit h  A m eri c a,  
h as  als o  d eri v e d  str e n gt h  
fr o m h er  m or al  f o u n d

ati o ns,  es p e ci all y  si n c e  t h e 1 8t h  c e nt ur y,  
1  w h e n  fr e e d o m gr a d u all y  b e g a n  t o s pr e a d 
t hr o u g h o ut h er  s o ci et y. M a n y  p e o pl e  
w er e  gr e atl y  i nfl u e n c e d b y  t h e s er m o ns  
of  J o h n W esl e y  ( 1 7 0 3- 1 7 9 1), w h o  t o o k 
t h e bi bli c al  et hi c  t o t h e p e o pl e  i n a  w a y  
w hi c h  t h e i nstit uti o n al C h ur c h  its elf h a d  
n ot  d o n e  pr e vi o usl y.

B ut  w e  i n t h e W est m ust als o  r e c o g ni z e 
o ur  d e bt  t o ot h er  c ult ur es. I n t h e pr e-  
C hristi a n  er a,  f or e x a m pl e, t h e a n ci e nt  
p hil os o p h ers  li k e Pl at o  a n d  Arist otl e  h a d  
m u c h  t o c o ntri b ut e  t o o ur  u n d erst a n di n g  
of  s u c h  c o n c e pts  as  tr ut h, g o o d n ess,  a n d  
virt u e. T h e y  k n e w f ull w ell  t h at 
r es p o nsi bilit y w as  t h e pri c e  of  fr e e d o m. 
Y etitis  d o u btf ul  w h et h er  tr ut h, g o o d n ess,  
a n d  virt u e  f o u n d e d o n  r e as o n al o n e  w o ul d  
h a v e  e n d ur e d  i n t h e s a m e  w a y  as  t h e y di d  
i n t h e W est,  w h er e  t h e y w er e  b as e d  u p o n  
a  bi bli c al  et hi c.

Sir  E d w ar d  Gi b b o n  ( 1 7 3 7- 1 7 9 4), 
a ut h or  of  T h e  D e cli n e  a n d  F all  of  t h e

r eli gi o us f er v or of  t h e p e o pl es  of E ast er n  
E ur o p e  a n d  t h e S o vi et  U ni o n.

S o  l o n g as  fr e e d o m, t h at is, fr e e d o m 
wit h  r es p o nsi bilit y, is gr o u n d e d i n 
m or alit y  a n d r eli gi o n, it will  l ast f ar 
l o n g er t h a n t h e ki n d  t h at is gr o u n d e d  
o nl y  i n a bstr a ct,  p hil os o p hi c al  n oti o ns.  
Of  c o urs e,  m a n y  f o es of  m or alit y  a n d  
r eli gi o n h a v e  att e m pt e d t o ar g u e t h at 
n e w  s ci e ntifi c dis c o v eri es  m a k e  b eli ef  
i n G o d  o bs ol et e,  b ut  w h at  t h e y a ct u all y  
d e m o nstr at e  is t h e r e m ar k a bl e a n d  u ni q u e  
n at ur e  of  m a n  a n d  t h e u ni v ers e.  It is h ar d  
n ot  t o b eli e v e  t h at t h es e gifts  w er e  gi v e n  
b y  a  di vi n e  Cr e at or,  w h o  al o n e  c a n u nl o c k  
t h e s e cr ets  of  e xist e n c e. 阳
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t o d a y a gr e e
T o c q u e vill e.  W e  ar e a m o n g t h e m ost  
r eli gi o us p e o pl e  i n t h e w orl d  ( a Cit y

b e  r e g ar d e d as  " a s u p pl e m e nt t o l a w i n 
t h e g o v er n m e nt  of  m e n, "  a n d as "t h e  
al p h a  a n d  o m e g a  of  t h e m or al  l a w. "

Fr o m  S a m  A d a ms  t o P atri c k  H e nr y  
t o B e nj a mi n  Fr a n kli n  t o Al e x a n d er 
H a milt o n,  all  of  t h e F o u n d ers  i nt e n d e d 
r eli gi o n t o pr o vi d e  a m or al  a n c h or  f or 
o ur  li b ert y i n d e m o cr a c y.  A n d  all  w o ul d  
b e  p u z zl e d  w er e  t h e y t o 
r et ur n t o m o d er n- d a y  
A m eri c a.  F or  t h e y w o ul d  
fi n d, a m o n g  c ert ai n  elit e  
cir cl es i n t h e a c a d e m y  
a n d  i n t h e m e di a  a  s c or n 
f or t h e p u bli c  e x pr essi o n  
of  r eli gi o us v al u es  t h at 
cl as h es  dir e ctl y  wit h  t h e 
F o u n d ers *  visi o n  of  r eli gi o n as  a  fri e n d 
of  ci vi c  lif e. B ut  it is n ot  e n o u g h  m er el y  
t o i d e ntif y t h e i nt e nt of  t h e F o u n d ers.  It 
is als o  n e c ess ar y  t o d ef e n d  it.

T h e  first q u esti o n  w e  s h o ul d as k  
o urs el v es  is: W h y  di d  t h e F o u n d ers  s e e 
a  c o n n e cti o n  b et w e e n  r eli gi o us v al u es  
a n d p oliti c al li b ert y ? Al e xis  d e  
T o c q u e vill e,  t h e Fr e n c h  st at es m a n,  
hist ori a n,  a n d a ut h or of  t h e cl assi c  
D e m o cr a c y  i n A m eri c a,  p oi nts  t o a n

a ns w er.  " Li b ert y  r e g ar ds r eli gi o n ... as  
t h e s af e g u ar d of  m or alit y,  a n d  m or alit y  
as  t h e b est  s e c urit y  ofl a w  
a n d  t h e s ur est pl e d g e  of 
t h e d ur ati o n  of  fr e e d o m. " 
I n s h ort, T o c q u e vill e  
c o n cl u d e d, r eli gi o n u is 
m or e n e e d e d i n

d e m o cr ati c  r e p u bli cs t h a n 
i n a n y  ot h ers., ^  A m eri c a ns  

wit h

E O R G E  W as hi n gt o n  
w ar n e d  i n his  F ar e w ell  
A d dr ess,  " Of all t h e 
dis p ositi o ns a n d h a bits  
w hi c h  l e a d t o p oliti c al  

pr os p erit y,  r eli gi o n a n d m or alit y  ar e  
i n dis p e ns a bl e s u p p orts ... A n d  l et us  
wit h  c a uti o n  i n d ul g e t h e s u p p ositi o n  t h at 
m or alit y  c a n b e m ai nt ai n e d  wit h o ut  
r eli gi o n.n  O ur  ot h er  F o u n d ers  a gr e e d.  
J o h n  A d a ms,  a  M ass a c h us etts U nit ari a n,  
a gr e e d i n n o  u n c ert ai n t er ms: " O ur  
C o nstit uti o n  w as  m a d e  o nl y  f or a  m or al  
a n d r eli gi o us p e o pl e. It is w h oll y  
i n a d e q u at e t o t h e g o v er n m e nt  of  a n y  
ot h er ? *  J a m es  M a dis o n,  a n  E pis c o p ali a n,  
i nsist e d t h at " b ef or e a n y m a n  c a n b e  
c o nsi d er e d  as  a  m e m b er  of  Ci vil  S o ci et y,  
h e  m ust  b e  c o nsi d er e d  as  a  s u bj e ct  of  t h e 
G o v er n or  of  t h e U ni v ers e. "  A n d  e v e n  
T h o m as  J eff ers o n, t h e gr e at  d eist  w h o  
w as  d e e pl y  s k e pti c al of  s e ct ari a nis m  i n 
a n y f or m, a gr e e d. H e  as k e d,  u C a n  t h e 
li b erti es of  a n ati o n  b e  t h o u g ht s e c ur e 
w h e n  w e  h a v e  r e m o v e d t h eir o nl y  fir m 
b asis,  a  c o n vi cti o n  i n t h e mi n ds  of  t h e 
p e o pl e  t h at t h es e li b erti es ar e  t h e gift  of  
G o d ? "  R eli gi o n,  h e  c o n cl u d e d,  s h o ul d

L *  j
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c o m mit m e nt t o li b ert y 
of c o ns ci e n c e —  
i n cl u di n g t h e fr e e d o m  t o 

b eli e v e  or  n ot  t o b eli e v e  a n d  m a n y  ot h er  
li b erti es —  f oll o ws, i n g o o d  p art,  fr o m

...It w o ul d  b e  —  it is —  tr a gi c i n d e e d 
t o fi n d t h at t h e p assi n g  of  ol d-f as hi o n e d  
s us pi ci o n  of  p arti c ul ar  r eli gi o ns h as  b e e n  
f oll o w e d, wit h  b ar el y  a n i nt err u pti o n, 
b y  a  n e w  s us pi ci o n  of o ur br o a d  r eli gi o us 
tr a diti o n o n  t h e p art  of  s e c ul ari  z e d  elit es,  
f ar m or e  s o p histi c at e d, a bit  b ett er  
dis g uis e d,  b ut  n o  l ess di visi v e,  n o  l ess 
r e pr e h e nsi bl e, n o  l ess d a m a gi n g  [t h a n 
t h e ol d  di visi o ns  b et w e e n  Pr ot est a nt  a n d  
C at h oli c,  G e ntil e  a n d J e w] . . . T h e  
J u d e o- C hristi a n  tr a diti o n is n ot  a  s o ur c e 
of  f e ar i n t h e w orl d;  it is a  gr o u n d  of h o p e  
... N o o n e  d e m a n ds  d o ctri n al  a d h er e n c e  
t o a n y  r eli gi o us b eli efs  as  a  c o n diti o n  of  
citi z e ns hi p, or  
citi z e ns hi p,  h er e.  B ut  at  t h e s a m e ti m e 
w e  s h o ul d n ot  d e n y  w h at  is tr u e: t h at 
fr o m t h e J u d e o- C hristi a n  tr a diti o n c o m e  
o ur  v al u es,  o ur  pri n ci pl es,  t h e a ni m ati n g  
s pirit of  o ur  i nstit uti o ns. T h at  tr a diti o n 
a n d  o ur  tr a diti o n ar e  e nt a n gl e d.  T h e y  ar e  
w e d  t o g et h er. W h e n  w e  h a v e  dis d ai n  f or 
o ur  r eli gi o us tr a diti o n, w e  h a v e  dis d ai n  
f or o urs el v es.

t h e r es p e ct f or r eli gi o n still f elt b y  t h e 
m aj orit y  of  A m eri c a ns.  It is ir o ni c t h at 
a n y o n e  w h o  a p p e als  t o r eli gi o us v al u es  
t o d a y r u ns t h e ris k of  b ei n g  c all e d  
“ di visi v e "  or  att a c k e d as a n  e n e m y  of  
pl ur alis m.  F or  t h e r e a di n ess of  m ost  
A m eri c a ns  t o d ef e n d  t ol er a n c e a n d  
e q u alit y  d o es  n ot  d eri v e  o nl y  fr o m a n  

a bstr a ct all e gi a n c e t o 
E nli g ht e n m e nt  i d e als. It 
als o c o m es fr o m a  
c o n cr et e  all e gi a n c e  t o t h e 
J u d e o- C hristi a n et hi c.  
T h at  f ait h is d e e p,  ali v e  
a n d  i m p ort a nt i n a n d  t o 
A m eri c a.

H E  F A T E  O F  
o ur  d e m o cr a c y  
is i nti m at el y 
i nt ert wi n e d —  

" e nt a n gl e d, " if y o u  will  
— wit h  t h e vit alit y  of  t h e 

J u d e o- C hristi a n  tr a diti o n... T h e  attit u d e  
t h at r e g ar ds " e nt a n gl e m e nt " wit h  
r eli gi o n as s o m et hi n g a ki n t o 
e nt a n gl e m e nt  wit h  a n  i nf e cti o us dis e as e  
m ust  b e  c o nfr o nt e d  br o a dl y  a n d  dir e ctl y

U ni v ersit y  of  N e w  Y or k  st u d y d o n e  i n 
1 9 9 1  r e v e al e d t h at n e arl y  9 0  p er c e nt  of  

t h e A m eri c a n  p e o pl e  
i d e ntif y t h e ms el v es 
r eli gi o usl y as C hristi a ns  
or  J e ws, w hil e  o nl y  7. 5  
p er c e nt  cl ai m  n o  r eli gi o n).

O ur  v er y
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c a m p us f or a n y of  t h e m. Fi n all y,  
s us p e cti n g  t h at I mi g ht  n e v er  fi n d a  d at e  
w h e n  t h e pr esi d e nt  of  t h e u ni v ersit y  
w o ul d  b e o n  c a m p us a n d r e a d y t o 
p u bli cl y  dis c uss  t h e iss u e, I a c c e pt e d  t h e 
i n vit ati o n t o s p e a k a n d  l eft a m pl e  ti m e 
f or dis c ussi o n  wit h  f a c ult y a n d  st u d e nts  
aft er w ar d. O n  A pril  1 8,  I tr a v el e d t c. 
P al o  Alt o  t o off er  m y  j u d g m e nt o n  w h a(  
h a d  t a k e n pl a c e  at  St a nf or d:

St a nf or d *s  d e cisi o n  . . . t o alt er  its 
W est er n  C ult ur e  pr o gr a m  w as  n ot  a  
pr o d u ct  of  e nli g ht e n e d  d e b at e,  b ut  
r at h er a n  u nf ort u n at e  c a pit ul ati o n  of  
pr ess ur e  p oliti cs  a n d i nti mi d ati o n. 
D o es  a n y o n e d o u bt  t h at s el e cti n g 
w or ks  b as e d  o n t h e et h ni cit y or  
g e n d er  of  t h eir a ut h ors tri vi ali z es 
t h e a c a d e mi c e nt er pris e ? D o es  
a n y o n e r e all y d o u bt  t h e p oliti c al  
a g e n d a  u n d erl yi n g  t h es e pr o visi o ns ?  
T h e  e v e nts ... at  St a nf or d  s er v e as  a  
stri ki n g e x a m pl e of  w h at  All a n  
Bl o o m  h as  c all e d  " T h e Cl osi n g  of  
t h e A m eri c a n  Mi n d. M  I n t h e n a m e  of  
" o p e ni n g mi n ds ” a n d " pr o m oti n g  
di v ersit y/ *  w e  h a v e  s e e n i n t his 
i nst a n c e t h e cl osi n g  of  t h e St a nf or d  
mi n d,  f

T hr o u g h o ut  t h e t w o- y e ar d e b at e,  
t a cti cs of  i nti mi d ati o n w er e  e m pl o y e d  
b y CI V  s u p p ort ers. Fr e e  a n d o p e n  
dis c ussi o n  w as  dis c o ur a g e d;  o p p o n e nts  
w er e  p u bli cl y t a k e n t o t as k b y t h e 
St a nf or d  a d mi nistr ati o n  w hil e  a  pr o- CI V  
st u d e nt gr o u p  t h at o c c u pi e d  Pr esi d e nt  
D o n al d  K e n n e d y's  offi c e  f or fi v e h o urs  
a n d  r el e as e d a s et of  t e n d e m a n ds  w as  
n ot  dis ci pli n e d  or  e v e n  c e ns ur e d  f or t h e 
o c c u p ati o n.  I n t h e e n d,  t h e a d o pti o n  of  
CI V  w as  a  p oliti c al,  n ot  a n  e d u c ati o n al,  
d e cisi o n.

Aft er  St a nf or d  d e ci d e d  t o alt er  its 
W est er n  C ult ur e  pr o gr a m  i n 1 9 8 5,  a  gr o u p  
of  st u d e nt or g a ni z ati o ns  i n vit e d m e  t o 
d eli v er  a n a d dr ess a n d, t h e y h o p e d,  
e n g a g e i n a d e b at e  wit h  Pr esi d e nt  
K e n n e d y.  I w as  a n xi o us  t o m a k e  a  str o n g 
c as e  as  I h a d  d o n e  as  c h air m a n  of  t h e 
N ati o n al  E n d o w m e nt  f or t h e H u m a niti es  
f or t h e st u d y of  W est er n  c ult ur e. I 
a c c e pt e d t h e i n vit ati o n, k n o wi n g  f ull 
w ell  t h at t h e c e ntr al  q u esti o n  u n d erl yi n g  
t h e St a nf or d  d e b at e  w as  u n d er  d e b at e  o n  
ot h er  c a m p us es a cr oss t h e c o u ntr y. 
St a nf or d,  s o m eti m es r ef e n e d t o as  t h e 
" H ar v ar d of  t h e W est, "  is a fl a gs hi p 
u ni v ersit y.  W h at  it d o es  m att ers.

M y  offi c e  off er e d  a  h a n df ul  of  d e b at e  
d at es  t o Pr esi d e nt  K e n n e d y,  b ut  w e  w er e  
t ol d t h at h e  w as  n ot  g oi n g  t o b e  o n

N  T H E  S P RI N G  O F  1 9 8 6,  a  
s m all b ut  v er y  v o c al  gr o u p  
of  st u d e nts  c all e d  o n  St a nf or d  
U ni v ersit y  t o a b olis h a  
fr es h m a n c o urs e c all e d  

W est er n  C ult ur e,  b y  all  a c c o u nts  o n e  of  
t h e m ost  p o p ul ar  c o urs es  off er e d  o n  t h e 
c a m p us. I n its pl a c e,  t h e y pr o p os e d  a  
c o urs e t h at w o ul d  e m p h asi z e t h e 
" c o ntri b uti o ns of  c ult ur es disr e g ar d e d  
a n d/ or  dist ort e d  b y  t h e pr es e nt  p ^ o gr a m. ,, 
T his  m ar k e d  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  a  st e a d y 
str e a m of  c h ar g es  a g ai nst t h e W est er n  
C ult ur e  pr o gr a m,  its s u p p ort ers,  a n d  t h e 
W est er n  tr a diti o n t h at s ust ai n e d t h e 
pr o gr a m  —  c h ar g es  of  r a cis m, s e xis m, 
i m p eri alis m, elitis m, a n d  et h n o- c e ntris m.  

T w o  y e ars  l at er t h e St a nf or d  f a c ult y 
s e n at e m et  t o dis c uss r e pl a ci n g t h e 
W est er n  C ult ur e  pr o gr a m  wit h  a n e w  
c o urs e c all e d “ C ult ur es,  I d e as, a n d  
V al u es "  ( CI V). T h e  f a mili ar  c or e  r e a di n g 
list of  fift e e n si g nifi c a nt w or ks  i n 
W est er n  p hil os o p h y  a n d lit er at ur e w as  
t o b e  t hr o w n o ut.  I nst e a d, CI V  i nstr u ct ors 
w o ul d  d e ci d e  y e ar  b y  y e ar  w h at  t h e 
c o nt e nt  of  t h e c o urs e  w o ul d  b e.  A n d  t h e 
i nstr u ct ors w o ul d  h a v e  t o i n cl u d e w or ks  
b y  " w o m e n, mi n oriti es,  a n d  p ers o ns  of 
c ol or, n  a n d  at  l e ast o n e  w or k  p er  q u art er  
t h at e x pli citl y  a d dr ess es  iss u es of  r a c e, 
g e n d er,  or  cl ass.



T H E  P A S S O V E R

Br e a ki n g  t h e
B o n d s  of  Sl a v er y
P ass o v er  c a n  m e a n  b ot h  p h ysi c al  a n d  s pirit u al  fr e e d o m.

P a s s o v er  p oi nt s  p e o pl e  t o t h e L a m b.

P a s s o v er  I s o ur  p at h  t o R e s urr e ctl o nl
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J ei wi s h  p e o pl e  f o c u s o n  G o c T s  i n v ol v e m e nt 
I n t h eir li v e s d uri n g  P a s s o v er.

S pirit u al  b o n d a g e  I s al s o  br o k e n  
t hr o u g h t h e P a s s o v er  L a m b.

T hr o u g h o ut  hist or y,  G o d  h as  st e p p e d  i n t o r es c u e His  p e o pl e  
a n d  f ulfill His  pr o mis es  t o t h e f ait hf ul. M a n y  y e ars  aft er  t h efirst 
P ass o v er,  as  t h e J e wis h  p e o pl e  c el e br at e d  t h eir fr e e d o m fr o m 
E g y pti a n  sl a v er y, G o d  a ct e d  a g ai n.  T his  ti m e, H e  m o v e d  i n a  
mir a c ul o us  w a y  t o pr o vi d e  s pirit u al  fr e e d o m t o His  p e o pl e  a n d  
all w h o  b eli e v e  i n His  n a m e.  His  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  J es us, 
b e c a m e  o ur  R e d e e m er.  His  birt h,  lif e, d e at h  a n d  r es urr e cti o n 
fr e e us  et er n all y  fr o m t h e sl a v er y of  si n a n d  d e at h.

h a v e  a d d e d  t h eir i nt er pr et ati o ns, l e g e n ds a n d  tr a diti o ns. T o d a y,  
t h er e ar e  o v er  1, 2 0 0  diff er e nt  v ersi o ns  of  t h e H a g g a d a h.

I n k e e pi n g  wit h  J e wis h tr a diti o n, o ur  M essi a h,  t h e L or d  
J es us, m a d e  pr e p ar ati o ns  t o k e e p  t h e P ass o v er  w h e n  H e  s e nt 
P et er  a n d  J o h n  i nt o J er us al e m t o pr e p ar e  f or w h at  w e  n o w  c all  
t h e “ L ast  S u p p er. “

W hil e  P ass o v er  d e m o nstr at es  o ur  G o d's  c o m mit m e nt t o 
br e a ki n g  p h ysi c al  a n d  s pirit u al b o n ds  t h at l e a d t o d e at h,  o ur  
M essi a h's  r es urr e cti o n a d ds a w h ol e  n e w  di m e nsi o n  t o o ur  
s al v ati o n. N o  l o n g er ar e  w e  es c a p e d  sl a v es l o o ki n g o v er  o ur  
s h o ul d ers  f or t h e p urs ui n g  E g y pti a n  ar m y.  W e * v e  g ai n e d  et er n al  
fr e e d o m. E v e n  d e at h  h as  n o  m or e  d o mi ni o n.

* * T h e  sti n g  of  d e at h  is si n,  a n d  t h e p o w er  of  si n  is t h e l a w. B ut  
t h a n ks b e  t o G o d!  H e  gi v es  us  t h e vi ct or y  t hr o u g h o ur  L or d  
J es us C hrist "  ( 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 5 6,  5 7).  B e c a us e  Y es h u a  o ur  
L or d  h as  ris e n a n d o v er c o m e  d e at h,  w e  c a n  t a k e p art  i n His  
vi ct or y  t h at h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  w o n.  W e  c a n  b o ast  of  t h e f a ct t h at 
o ur  L or d  h as  ris e n —  a n d  w e  will  als o  ris e wit h  Hi m.

— T h e  C h os e n  P e o pl e,  s pri n g 1 9 9 5.

T h e  tr a diti o n al P ass o v er  s er vi c e is c all e d  a  " S e d er " a n d  is 
c o n d u ct e d  i n t h e h o m e.  W h e n  h a vi n g  a  S e d er,  t h e f a mil y us es  
a  b o o k  k n o w n  as  t h e H a g g a d a h  w hi c h  m e a ns  “ t o t ell. " It t ells 
t h e st or y of  P ass o v er  a n d  of  G o d's  r e d e m pti v e gr a c e.  T h e 
H a g g a d a h  w as  ori gi n all y  bri ef.  B ut  s u c c e e di n g g e n er ati o ns

It is i m p ossi bl e t o c o nsi d er  P ass o v er  a n d  o v erl o o k  t h e L a m b.  
D uri n g  t h e first P ass o v er  i n E g y pt,  t h e bl o o d  of  t h e L a m b  
c a us e d  t h e L or d's  j u d g m e nt t o “ p ass  o v er "  t h e h o m es  t h at w er e  
c o v er e d  i n t h e bl o o d — a  t y p e of  r e d e m pti o n w hi c h  is f ulfill e d, 
of  c o urs e,  i n o ur  M essi a h,  Y es h u a,  t h e L a m b  of  G o d.

N ot  o nl y  is t h e L a m b  k e y  t o o ur  u n d erst a n di n g  of  P ass o v er.  
T h e  L a m b  is als o  k e y  t o o ur  u n d erst a n di n g  G o d's  pr o visi o n  of  
s al v ati o n.

W h e n  G o d  w as  gi vi n g  t h e T e n  C o m m a n d m e nts  t o M os es  
a n d  t h e H e br e ws,  H e  c o ul d  h a v e  d es cri b e d  Hi ms elf  i n m a n y  
w a ys.  Cr e at or  of  t h e u ni v ers e.  Al p h a  a n d  O m e g a.  Ki n g  of  
ki n gs.  Li g ht  of  t h e w orl d.  L or d  G o d  Al mi g ht y.

B ut  i nst e a d, i n E x o d us  2 0,  G o d  d es cri b es  Hi ms elf  t o M os es  
b y  s a yi n g,  “ I a m  t h e L or d  y o ur  G o d,  w h o  br o u g ht  y o u  o ut  of  t h e 
l a n d of  E g y pt,  o ut  of  t h e h o us e  of  sl a v er y. "

Fr o m  t h e v er y  b e gi n ni n g,  G o d  d efi n e d  Hi ms elf  t o His  p e o pl e  
t hr o u g h p ers o n al i n v ol v e m e nt i n t h eir li v es. H e  m et  t h eir 
d e e p est  n e e ds  ... r es c u e d t h e m w h e n  all  h u m a n  m e a ns  h a d  

J ' f ail e d... a n d  p erf or m e d  t h e i m p ossi bl e as  a  wit n ess  b ot h  t o t h e 
p ers e c ut e d  a n d  t h os e w h o  w er e  p ers e c uti n g.
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C hristi a ns  M a k e  t h e B est
Missi o n ari es

B y  B o b  S e e
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s er vi c e,  a  c ar d  r e m e m b eri n g a  birt h d a y,  
a  g et  w ell  c ar d  i n t h e m ail,  et c.  T h es e  ar e  
b ut  a  p art  of  y o ur  a m m u niti o n  s h o wi n g 
t h at y o u  c ar e  as  C hrist  s h o w e d His  l o v e 
f or y o u.

W e  m ust  vi e w  o urs el v es  as  p e a c ef ul  
c o m b at a nts  —  usi n g  o ur  c o m m u ni c a 
ti o n s kills t o r e a c h o ur  t ar g et a u di e n c e  
a n d  o v er c o m e  t h eir i g n or a n c e. W e  n e e d  
t o c oll e ct  c o n cr et e  e x a m pl es  t h at pr o v e  
t h at s er vi n g o ur  L or d  a n d  S a vi or  is ef 
f e cti v e a n d w ort h w hil e.  T his  is n ot  
e g otis m  or  s elf- a g gr a n di z e m e nt ! T his  is 
s ur vi v al. W e  m ust  r e a c h t h e p e o pl e  
ar o u n d  us  n ot  j ust o n c e  b ut  m a n y  ti m es 
o v er  m a n y  y e ars  b e c a us e  t h e i ni q uit y of  
t h e w orl d  will  c o nti n u e  t o u n d o  w h at 
e v er  g o o d  w e  att e m pt  t o d o.  It m a y  f e el 
u n c o mf ort a bl e,  y et  w e  m ust  b e c o m e  t h e 
o n g oi n g  r e pr es e nt ati v es ( missi o n ari es) 
f dr C hris L W e  n e e d  t o k n o w  t h os e ar o u n d  
us,  t h eir b a c k gr o u n ds  t h eir p ers o n al  
i nt er ests, e v e n  t h eir “ p et  p e e v es. ”  Fi n d 
i n g c o m m o n gr o u n d  wit h  p e o pl e  is a  
g o o d  first st e p  t o t al ki n g a b o ut  t h e h ar d  
iss u es of  a  c h a n g e d  lif e.

W e  c a n  us e  t h e e v er y d a y  s kills t h at 
w e  n at ur all y  p oss ess  a n d  t h e L or d  will  
a d d  t o t h es e as  n e e d e d.  W e  m ust n't  b e

S  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  
b o d y  of  C hrist,  w e  w er e  
n e v er  tr ai n e d t o b e  mis 
si o n ari es. Y et,  m or e  a n d  
m or e,  t h e s ur vi v al  of  t h e 

C hristi a n  w al k  a n d t h e f ut ur e of  n e w  
c o n v erts  t o C hristi a nit y  d e p e n ds  o n  o ur  
a bilit y  t o fi g ht t h e i nfl u e n c e of  t h e e vil  
t h at s urr o u n ds  us.

W e  m ust  r e m e m b er w h y  w e  e nt er e d  
t h e ar e n a  of  C hristi a nit y.  W e  w a nt e d  t o 
b e  i ns pir e d, t o b e  i nf or m e d, t o br o a d e n  
a n d  d e e p e n  o ur  o w n  k n o wl e d g e  of  C hrist  
a n d  t h e ki n g d o m  H e  pr o cl ai m e d.  T h os e  
s a m e  g o als  c a n  b e  br o u g ht  t o t h e pr o c ess  
of  r e a c hi n g o ur  fri e n ds a n d  n ei g h b ors.  
W h e n  w e  writ e  a  l ett er, m a k e  a  c all,  or,  
b est  y et,  visit  a  p ers o n  i n n e e d,  w e  n e e d  
t o r e m e m b er o ur  visi o n  of  a  C hrist-fill e d  
lif e. W e  n e e d  t o i ns pir e, i nf or m, br o a d e n  
a n d d e e p e n  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  p e o pl e  
w h o  m a y  h a v e  v er y  littl e i d e a of  w h at  or  
w h o  w e  ar e.

W e  n e e d  t o s h o w t h e m t h e fr uits of  
o ur  l a b or: a  ki n d  w or d  of  c o mf ort,  a  visit  
t o a  si c k  p ers o n  at  h o m e  or  i n t h e h os pi 
t al, a  b a g  of  gr o c eri es  t o a  l ess f ort u n at e 
f a mil y, a n  i n vit ati o n t o c h ur c h,  a  fri e n dl y 
w el c o m e  t o a  n e w  f a c e at  y o ur  c h ur c h

a d v o c ati n g  f or  o urs el v es;  t h at is t h e w orst  
c as e  w e  c a n  pr es e nt  t o n o n- C hristi a ns.  
W e  m ust  b e  a d v o c at es f or o ur  S a vi or  
a n d  f or t h e f ut ur e st at e of  t h e p ers o n  t o 
w h o m  w e  ar e  t al ki n g.

W e  m ust  k e e p  r e mi n di n g t h e p e o pl e  
of  t h e w orl d  t h at C hrist  h as  pr es e nt e 4 ^ >  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  t o t h e m as  a fr e e 
gift  a n d t o r ej e ct it is t h e m ost  c ostl y  
e x p e n dit ur e t h at t h e y will  e v er m a k e.  
S h ar e  y o ur  r e b uilt lif e wit h  a n ot h er, r ”
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V al u es

P er h a ps  it w as  t h e d a y  1 0- y e ar- ol ds  c o ul d  n a m e  m or e  br a n ds  of b e er  t h a n U. S.  pr esi d e nts.  B ut  s o m e w h er e  al o n g  t h e r e c e nt

— Ps y c h ol o g y  T o d a y,  J a n u ar y/ F c br u ar y 1 9 9 4

“ W h e n  t h e 'st at e' d e ci d es  t h at it 
w o n't  ' pr o hi bit' killi n g  b a bi es,  it 
is n *t 'st a yi n g o ut *  of  a b orti o n  a n y  
m or e  t h a n a 4 st at e * w hi c h  d e ci d es  it 
w o n'l  ' pr o hi bit' killi n g  bl a c ks  is 
st a yi n g o ut  of ci vil ri g hts. "—  
G R E G G  C U N NI N G H A M  i n I n
P ers p e cti v e.

u As  a  writ er  a n d  t hi n k er, Mr.  H a v el  
h as  h a d  c ert ai n  a d v a nt a g es  n ot  gi v e n  
t o A m eri c a n  i nt ell e ct u als. T h at  is, h e  
h as  li v e d u n d er  a g e n ui n el y  o p pr es 
si v e s yst e m, b e e n  i m pris o n e d a n d  
a ct u all y e n d ur e d st at e p u nis h m e nt  
f or t h e e x pr essi o n  of his  art  a n d  vi e ws.  
O ur  o w n  artists  a n d  i nt ell e ct u als m ust  
c o nt e nt t h e ms el v es wit h  m a n uf a c-

" T h e D e cl ar ati o n  of  I n d e p e n d e n c e 
st at es t h at t h e Cr e at or  g a v e  m a n  t h e 
ri g ht t o li b ert y. It s e e ms m a n  c a n  
r e ali z e t h at li b ert y o nl y  if h e d o es  n ot  
f or g et t h e O n e  w h o  e n d o w e d hi m  
wit h  it.” 一 Cz e c h osl a v o ki a 1  s 
Pr esi d e d  V A C L A V  H A V E L,  i n a n  
a c c e pt a n c e  a d dr ess  o n  wi n ni n g  t h e 
P hil a d el p hi a  Li b ert y  M e d al.

" W e  ar e  cl os er  t h a n e v er  t o s e ei n g  a b or 
ti o n dis a p p e ar  fr o m l ar g e s e g m e nts of  
t h e c o u ntr y  si m pl y b e c a us e  t h e fr uit of  
t h e l ast 1 0  y e ars  of  e x p os ur e  is b e gi n ni n g  
t o ri p e n. T his  is b e c a us e  a b orti o n  is a  
u ni q u e  e vil  i n t h at it c a n  o nl y  b e  l e g all y

d o n e  b y  t h e m ost  t h or o u g hl y tr ai n e d 
a n d s p e ci ali z e d pr of essi o n  i n 
A m eri c a ―  o ct ors.  R e g ar dl ess  of  
t h e r h et ori c of  t h e A M A  a n d t h e 
l a ws pr ot e cti n g  c hil d  killi n g,  if t h e 
d o ct ors  r ef us e t o d o  it, it w o n't  g et  
d o n e ： 1 — Pr o-lif e  a cti vist  J O S E P H  
F O R E M A N,  a n n o u n ci n g  pl a ns  t o 
s et u p  a  n e w  or g a niz ati o n  t o dis
c o ur a g e  y o u n g  d o ct ors  fr o m j oi n
i n g t h e a b orti o n  i n d ustr y.

w a y,  o ur  c ult ur e  h as  b e c o m e  s o t h or o u g hl y m a n uf a ct ur e d  b y  m ar k et ers  t h at it is n o  l o n g er a bl e  t o gi v e  r e al s ust e n a n c e t o 
t h o us a n ds of  A m eri c a ns.  I nst e a d of  gr o wi n g  u p  o n  h o m e m a d e  st ori es  i n w hi c h  w e  l e ar n a b o ut  o urs el v es,  w e  ar e  f e d m ass-  
pr o d u c e d  i m a g es t h at fit o nl y  a f e w, sti g m ati zi n g a n d m ar gi n ali zi n g  t h e r est. As  if t his w er e n't  b a d  e n o u g h, w e  ar e  
s u bsi di zi n g o ur  o w n  d e h u m a ni z ati o n  b e c a us e  w e  ar e  f or c e d t o p a y  t h e hi d d e n  pr o m oti o n al  c ost  at  t h e c h e c k o ut  c o u nt er.

t ur e d f a nt asi es of  st at e o p pr essi o n  a n d  
ass a ults  o n  fr e e d o m.... It m ust  t h er ef or e 
s e e m p e c uli ar  t o Mr.  H a v el  t o wit n ess  
w h at  is g oi n g  o n  i n A m eri c a  w h er e — if 
li b er al est a blis h m e nt o pi ni o n  is t o b e  
b eli e v e d — t h e gr e at est  t hr e ats t o fr e e
d o m  a n d d e m o cr a c y  t o d a y ar e s c h o ol 
pr a y ers,  r a di o a n d  T V  mi nistri es,  e v a n 
g eli c al  C hristi a ns  s e e ki n g  p u bli c  offi c e,  
a n d  a n y  a n d  all  us e  of  a  p u bli c  a c c o m m o 
d ati o n  f or r eli gi o us a cti vit y/,  — E dit o 
ri al i n T h e  W all  Str e et  J o ur n al.

X ： :

•:苦
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Still  Y o u  W al k e d
B y  J o h n  N or d b er g

Y o u  k n e w  t h at I di d n *t  b eli e v e  i n y o u,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  t h at I w o ul d  dis a p p oi nt  a n d  h urt  y o u,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  t h at I w o ul d n *t  l o v e y o u  t h e w a y  t h at I s h o ul d,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  t h at I w o ul d n *t  p ut  y o u  first i n m y  lif e, 
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  m e  b ett er  t h a n I k n e w  m ys elf,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  all  of  m y  s h ort c o mi n gs,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.

Y o u  s ai d t h at y o u  w o ul d  n e v er  l e a v e m e,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  s ai d t h at y o u  l o v e d m e  m or e  t h a n I' d e v er  k n o w,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  s ai d t h at y o u  w o ul d  s a crifi c e  e v er yt hi n g  f or m e,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  s ai d t h at y o u  w a nt e d  t o b e  a n  e x a m pl e  f or m e,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  s ai d t h at m ost  p e o pl e  will  n e v er  u n d erst a n d,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.
Y o u  k n e w  w h at  a w ait e d  y o u  at  t h e t o p of  C al v ar y,  
b ut  still y o u  w al k e d.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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— S o ut h er n  C alif or ni a  C hristi a n  Ti m es
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R o m e w ar d  B o u n d

E pis c o p al  Bis h o p  J oi ns  Pr ot est a nt  C o n v erts  t o C at h oli cis m

S o m et hi n g  h a p p e n e d  o n  E ast er  D a y  w hi c h  m a d e  
C hrist  m or e  ali v e  o n  t h e str e ets of  J er us al e m f ort y 
d a ys  aft er  His  cr u cifi xi o n  t h a n o n  t h e d a y  of  His  Tri 
u m p h al  E ntr y.  A  f als e r e p ort mi g ht  l ast f ort y d a ys  
b ut  t h e C h ur c h  w hi c h  w as  f o u n d e d o n  a  Ris e n  C hrist  
h as  l ast e d f or ni n et e e n  c e nt uri es,  pr o d u ci n g  g e n er a 
ti o ns of  t h e r a c e's fi n est c h ar a ct ers  a n d  n o w  i n cl u d
i n g s o m e si x h u n dr e d  milli o n  m e m b ers.

— R al p h  W.  S o c k m a n,  P ul pit  Pr e a c hi n g

M e di c al  C o u n cil  R e q uir e s  
A b orti o n  Tr ai ni n g

T h e  gr o u p  t h at g o v er ns  tr ai ni n g of  p h ysi ci a ns  
d e ci d e d  t h at o bst etri c al  r esi d e nts m ust  b e  t a u g ht 
h o w  t o p erf or m  a b orti o ns,  t h e a c cr e dit ati o n  C o u n cil  
f or Gr a d u at e  M e di c al  E d u c ati o n  s ai d  r esi d e nts m ust  
t a k e tr ai ni n g u nl ess  t h e y h a v e  a  m or al  or  r eli gi o us 
o bj e cti o n.  T h e  c o u n cil  c a n  wit h h ol d  a c cr e dit ati o n  
fr o m h os pit als,  w hi c h  w o ul d  t h e n l os e f e d er al f u n ds.

— N ati o n al  a n d  I nt er n ati o n al R eli gi o n  R e p ort

A  l e a di n g c o ns er v ati v e  bis h o p  i n t h e E pis c o p al  C h ur c h  is 
l e a vi n g t h e d e n o mi n ati o n  t o b e c o m e  a  R o m a n  C at h oli c.

Cl ar e n c e  C.  P o p e,  Jr., bis h o p  of  F ort  W ort h,  a n n o u n c e d  i n 
l at e O ct o b er  t h at h e  will  l e a v e t h e E pis c o p al  C h ur c h.  H e  a n d  his  
wif e,  M art h a,  will  b e c o m e  R o m a n  C at h oli cs,  f oll o wi n g a  
h a n df ul  of  ot h er  Pr ot est a nt  l e a d ers w h o  h a v e  c o n v ert e d i n 
r e c e nt y e ars.

P o p e,  6 5,  will  r etir e at  t h e e n d  of  1 9 9 4.  O n  s a b b ati c al t his 
f all, P o p e  w ait e d  u ntil his  s u c c ess or, J a c k I k er, h a d  b e e n  
c o ns e cr at e d  b ef or e  m a ki n g  his  o w n  a n n o u n c e m e nt.

P o p e  s ai d h e  h a d  b e e n  t hrill e d at t h e p ossi biliti es  of  a n  
“ or g a ni c  r e u ni o n b et w e e n  R o m e  a n d C a nt er b ur y "  i n r e c e nt. 
y e ars.  B ut  it h as  b e c o m e  a p p ar e nt  t o P o p e  si n c e t h e C h ur c h  of  
E n gl a n d  v ot e d  t w o y e ars  a g o  t o or d ai n  w o m e n  pri ests  t h at “ t h e 
pil gri m a g e 0  h e  l o n g e d t o t a k e u c or p or at el y  w o ul d  n o w  h a v e  t o 
b e  t a k e n al o n e. "  P o p e  h as  c all e d  t h e or di n ati o n  of  w o m e n  " a  
tr a g e d y/,

Fr o m  t h e B ott o m  U p w ar d s

T h e  tr u e C hristi a n  r eli gi o n... d o cs  n ot  b e gi n  at  
t h e t o p, as all ot h er  r eli gi o ns d o;  it b e gi ns  at t h e 
b ott o m.  Y o u  m ustr u n  dir e ctl y  t o t h e m a n g er  a n d  t h e 
m ot h er's  w o m b,  e m br a c e  t his I nf a nt a n d  Vir gi n's  
C hil d  i n y o ur  ar ms,  a n d  l o o k at  Hi m  —  b o m,  b ei n g  
n urs e d,  gr o wi n g  u p, g oi n g  a b o ut  i n h u m a n  s o ci et y,  
t e a c hi n g, d yi n g,  risi n g a g ai n,  as c e n di n g  a b o v e  all  
t h e h e a v e ns,  a n d  h a vi n g  a ut h orit y  o v er  all  t hi n gs.

— M arti n  L ut h er  i n L e ct ur es  o n  G al ati a ns

P or n o gr a p h y,  Y e s;  M c D o n al d 9 s,  N o

B e xl e y,  O hi o  ( E P) —  R esi d e nts  of  B e xl e y,  a w ell-t o- d o  
c o m m u nit y  i n C ol u m b us,  O hi o,  ar e  w a gi n g  a  b attl e  o v er  a  s e x- 
ori e nt e d  b usi n ess  i n t h eir t o w n. T h e y  w a nt  t o k e e p  it.

N ei g h b ors  ar e  fi g hti n g a  pr o p os al  t o t e ar d o w n  t h e p o m  s h o p 
a n d  r e pl a c e it wit h  a  M c D o n al d's.  St e v e  El b ert,  w h o  li v es j ust 
b e hi n d  B e xl e y  Vi d e o  wit h  his  wif e  A nit a  D a ws o n  a n d  t h eir t w o 
c hil dr e n,  s ai d, " W e t hi n k f ast f o o d is e q ui v al e nt  t o p or n o gr a 
p h y,  n utriti o n all y  s p e a ki n g. "

N ei g h b ors  s a y t h e vi d e o  st or e d o es n't  cr e at e  m u c h  tr affi c, 
a n d  t h e y f e ar t h e litt er, tr affi c a n d  o d ors  t h e y b eli e v e  w o ul d  a c 
c o m p a n y  a  M c D o n al d's.
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Hi g h  M ar k s  

f or H o m e  S c h o ol er s

O ur  tr o u bl e is w e  w a nt  t h e p e a c e  wit h o ut  t h e Pri n c e.

— A d dis o n  L eit c h  

{ C hristi a nit y  T o d a y,  D e c.  2 2, 1 9 7 2)

L o w  Q u alifi c ati o n s  f or R eli gi o n  E d K or

I n s e ar c h of  a  n e w  r eli gi o n r e p ort er, T h e  W as hi n gt o n  P ost  
pl a c e d  a n oti c e  o n  its c o m p a n y  b ull eti n  b o ar d  as ki n g t h os e 
i nt er est e d t o n otif y  t h e e dit ors.  T h e  n oti c e  r e a d: " T h e i d e al 
c a n di d at e  is n ot  n e c ess aril y  r eli gi o us n or  a n  e x p ert  i n r eli gi o n/,

— N ati o n al  a n d  I nt er n ati o n al R eli gi o us  R e p ort,  1/ 2 3/ 9 5

L o st  Bl e s si n g

u Ass e m bl e  y o urs el v es  t o g et h erM  ( H e b. 1 0: 3 4,  3 5).

W h at  is t h e bl essi n g  t h at p e o pl e  l os e b y  n ot  att e n di n g  c h ur c h  
s er vi c es ?  T h e  gr e at est  bl essi n g  l ost is t h e h e ari n g  of  t h e W or d  
of  G o d.  T o o  m a n y  ti m es w e  f or g et t h at w h at  t h e pr e a c h er  is 
pr e a c hi n g  is n ot  his  w or d,  b ut  t h e W or d  of  t h e L or d.

I n t h e W or d  of  t h e L or d  t h er e is s al v ati o n,  bl essi n g,  pr o mis e.  
W h e n  w e  d o  n ot  att e n d  s er vi c es w h er e  t h e W or d  of  t h e L or d  is 
pr e a c h e d,  w e  d o  n ot  h e ar  t h at W or d,  a n d  t h us w e  h a v e  littl e d e 
f e ns e a g ai nst  S at a n,  a n d  w e  p eris h.  It is g o o d  t o c o m e  i nt o t h e 
h o us e  of  t h e L or d.  D a vi d's  attit u d e  s h o ul d b e  o urs:  U I w as  gl a d  
w h e n  t h e y s ai d  u nt o  m e,  L et  us  g o  i nt o t h e h o us e  of  t h e L O R D. "

Ar e  y o u  e ati n g  w e e kl y  ( or w e a kl y)  of  t h at br e a d  of  lif e ? Is 
h e ari n g  t h e W or d  of  G o d  a  bl essi n g  y o u  l os e ?

H el p  M e  T o d a y

T his  d a y,  I t hi n k will  b e  a  c o m m o n  d a y,  
D e v oi d  of  v e nt ur e,  ris k or  t hrill or  s h o w;
Ei g ht  w or ki n g  h o urs,  pl o d di n g  i n a  r o w
Li k e  l a g gi n g s h e e p, w h os e  h er d er  I m ust  b e —  A n d  Y o u,  

w h o  m a d e  m e,  k n o w  I h at e  s u c h d a ys.
I c a n  f a c e d a n g er  or  t h e pr ess  of  h ast e,
Cr u el  s h o c k or  s u d d e n u pr o ar  a n d  al ar m,
Or  I c a n  l a u g h a n d  pl a y  t h e m err y  cl o w n,
Or  a ct  a  p art  t o m as k  s o m e d es p er at e  n e e d —  B ut  s o m et hi n g 

li m ps i n m e  w h e n  d a ys  ar e  d ull.
A n d  s o I as k  Y o ur  h el p  t his c o m m o n  d a y.
H el p  m e  t o k e e p  s w e et w h e n  t h er e is n o n e  t o s e e;
H el p  m e  t o b e  p ati e nt  t h o u g h t h er e b e  n o  pr ais e,

A n d  br a v e  wit h o ut  t h e s p otli g ht or  a p pl a us e,  
A n d  h o n est  i n t h e s e cr et, u ns e e n  a cts.

D e ar  Fri e n d,  w h o m  I f e el b ut  c a n n ot  s e e, H el p  m e  t o d a y.

— fr o m P o e ms  T h at  T o u c h  t h e H e art  b y  Elsi e  R o bi ns o n

U n cl e ar  O n  T h e  C o n c e pt

A n  A u g ust  Ass o ci at e d  Pr ess  r e p ort o n  t h e Pit ki n  
C o u nt y  j ail i n As p e n,  C ol o.,  c o nt ai n e d  o nl y  pr ais e  
fr o m f or m er i n m at es. T h ej ail,  w hi c h  h as  a  li br ar y, 
g y m,  vi d e o c ass ett es  f or r e nt a n d  l u x uri o us vi e ws  of  
R e d  M o u nt ai n,  w as  a p pl a u d e d  b y  D e wi  S u k ar n o,  
wi d o w  of  t h e f or m er I n d o n esi a n di ct at or,  w h o  o n c e  
di d  2 4  d a ys  f or ass a ult:  "I  will  tr e as ur e m e m ori es  of  
t h e j ail t h e r est of  m y  lif e. "

J ust  aft er  a  C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d  di o c es e  fir e d R e v.  
A nt h o n y  Fr e e m a n  of  W est  S uss e x  i n J ul y  b e c a us e  
h e  b a d  a d mitt e d  i n a  r e c e nt b o o k  t h at h e  d o es  n ot  
b eli e v e  i n G o d,  6 5  of  Fr e e m a n's  c oll e a g u es  si g n e d 
a l ett er pr ot esti n g  t h eir s u p eri ors, "i nt ol er a n c e. " 
A n d  t h e n i n O ct o b er,  O a kl a n d,  C alif.,  C at h oli c  
Bis h o p  J o h n  C u m mi ns,  f a ci n g a  s h ort a g e  of  cl er g y,  
r e a p p oi nt e d  t h e R e v.  J o h n  Gil m or e  as  a  p aris h  pri est  
d es pit e  k n o wi n g  t h at Gil m or e  s e cr etl y  f at h er E t w o 
c hil dr e n  i n t h e 1 9 8 0s.  ( Gil m or e h as  si n c e t a k e n a  
v o w  of  c eli b a c y.)

— Fr o m  t h e c ol u m n  “ N e ws  of  t h e W eir d/ *  pri nt e d  i n 
T h e  Atl a nt a  J o ur n al!

T h e  Atl a nt a  C o nstit uti o n,
J a n u ar y  2 2, 1 9 9 5

H o m e  s c h o ol  c hil dr e n  s c or e d  i n t h e 7 7t h  p er c e n 
til e i n r e a di n g, m at h,  a n d  l a n g u a g e arts  i n st a n d ar d 
i z e d a c hi e v e m e nt  t ests. S c or es  w er e  f or K- 1 2  c hil 
dr e n.  St atisti cs  w er e  c o m pil e d  fr o m t h e 1 9 9 4  I o w a 
T ests  of  B asi c  S kills.  M or e  t h a n 7 0 0, O C X)  c hil dr e n  
ar e  s c h o ol e d at  h o m e  i n t h e U nit e d  St at es  t o d a y.

— N ati o n al  a n d  I nt er n ati o n al R eli gi o n  R e p ort,  
1 2/ 2 6/ 9 4,  r e pri nt e d i n 

A m eri c a n  F a mil y  Ass o ci ati o n  J o ur n al,  M ar c h  1 9 9 5,  p.  4.
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T h e  L ost  S e x  a n d  C ult ur e  St u d y
B y  P hili p  Y a n c e y

w
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a  s o ci et y r et ai ni n g its e n er g y  af 
t er a c o m pl et e n e w  g e n er ati o n  
h as  i n h erit e d a tr a diti o n w hi c h  
d o es  n ot  i nsist o n  pr e- n u pti al  a n d  
p ost- n u pti al  c o nti n e n c e. n

F or  R o m a n,  Gr e e k,  S u m eri a n,  
M o oris h,  B a b yl o ni a n,  a n d A n 
gl o- S a x o n  ci vili z ati o ns, U n wi n  
h a d s e v er al h u n dr e d  y e ars of  
hist or y  t o dr a w  o n.  H e  f o u n d wit h  
n o  e x c e pti o ns  t h at t h es e s o ci et y  
fl o uris h e d d uri n g  er as t h at v ，  
u e d  s e x u al fi d elit y. I n e vit a bl y, 
s e x u al m or es  w o ul d  l o os e n a n d  
s o ci eti es w o ul d  s u bs e q u e ntl y  
d e cli n e,  o nl y  t o ris e a g ai n  w h e n  
t h e y r et ur n e d t o m or e  ri gi d s e x 
u al  st a n d ar ds.

U n wi n  s e e m e d at a l oss t o 
e x pl ai n t h e p att er n  y et  it s o i m
pr ess e d  hi m  t h at h e  pr o p os e d  a  
s p e ci al cl ass  of  " Al p h a " citi z e ns  
i n Gr e at  Brit ai n.  T h es e  i n di vi d u
als  of  u n us u al  pr o mis e  w o ul d  t a k e 
v o ws  of  c h astit y  b ef or e  m arri a g e  
a n d  o bs er v e  stri ct  m o n o g a m y  af 
t er m arri a g e  —  all  f or t h e s a k e  of  
t h e E m pir e,  w hi c h  n e e d e d  t h eir 
t al e nts. s

HI L E  
M U C H  O F  
t h e m e di a  is 
b u z zi n g  
a b o ut a n e w  

s ur v e y  o n  s e x  i n A m eri c a,  T m  
still t hi n ki n g a b o ut a b o o k,  
S e x  a n d  C ult ur e,  p u blis h e d  i n 
1 9 3 4. I dis c o v er e d  it i n t h e 
wi n d o wl ess  w arr e ns  of  a  l ar g e 
u ni v ersit y  li br ar y, a n d I f elt 
li k e a n  ar c h a e ol o gist  m ust  f e el 
u n e art hi n g  a n  artif a ct  fr o m t h e 
c at a c o m bs.

S e e ki n g  t o t est t h e Fr e u di a n  
n oti o n t h at ci vili z ati o n is a  
b y pr o d u ct  of  r e pr ess e d s e x u 
alit y,  t h e s c h ol ar  J. D.  U n wi n  
st u di e d 8 6  diff er e nt  s o ci eti es.  
His  fi n di n gs st artl e d m a n y  
s c h ol ars —  a b o v e  all,  U n wi n  
hi ms elf —  b e c a us e  all  8 6  d e m 
o nstr at e d  a  dir e ct  ti e b et w e e n 
m o n o g a m y  a n d t h e ̂ e x p a n 
si v e e n er g y ”  of  ci vili z ati o n.

U n wi n  h a d  n o  C hristi a n  
c o n vi cti o ns a n d a p pli e d n o  
m or al  j u d g m e nt: "I off er  n o  
o pi ni o n a b o ut ri g ht n ess or  
wr o n g n ess. n  N e v ert h el ess,  h e  
h a d  t o c o n cl u d e, “ I n h u m a n  
r e c or ds t h er e is n o  i nst a n c e of
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1.  T h e  m o v e m e nt  l os es its i d e ntit y 
a n d  f o c us. T h e  first g e n er ati o n,  
or  t w o, is e nt h us e d a n d fill e d 
wit h  vi br a n c y  f or its m ess a g e.  Its 
cl e ar  p ur p os e  a n d  f o c us is t o t a k e 
its u ni q u e  m ess a g e  t o t h e r est of  
m a n ki n d.

ot h er  c h ur c h es  i n p arti c ul ar  ar e  
wr o n g  . ・. a n d  t h e e n e m y.

U nf ort u n at el y,  t h er e is n o  ni c e,  
e as y  si xt h  st e p  w h er e b y  e v er yt hi n g  
w or ks  its elf o ut  a n d  all  is w ell  wit h  
a  m o v e m e nt  a g ai n.  U nl ess  t h er e is 
a  r e c o v er y of  t h e m o v e m e nt ' s  ori gi
n al  f o c us, it is u nli k el y  t h at it c a n  
r e v ers e its elf a n d  b e  r e n e w e d. T h at  
r e q uir es c ar ef ul  st u d y  of  t h e Bi bl e,  
d e v oti o n  t o pr a y er  a n d  f asti n g f or 
G o d's  l e a d ers hi p, a n d a h u m bl e  
willi n g n ess  t o l et t h e L or d  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  l e a d His  C h ur c h!  « «

2.  T h e  m o v e m e nt  l os es its a nt a g o 
nis m  a g ai nst  t h e r est of  s o ci et y 
a n d  t h e ot h er  c h ur c h es.  B e c a us e  
it is s o c o n vi n c e d  of  t h e "ri g ht-  
n ess ” of  its o w n  m ess a g e  a n d  
u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e Bi bl e,  it 
f e els t h at s o ci et y  i n g e n er al,  a n d

5.  T h e  m o v e m e nt  pr o p os esfr e n eti c  
r e n e w al eff orts. T h e  pr e vi o us  
st e ps  r es ult i n a  d e cli n e  of  m e m 
b ers hi p  a n d  fi n a n ci al s u p p ort

HI L E  N O T  A T  
all  li ki n g t h e t er m 
< < c ult , > t o d es cri b e  
us  —  it is i n a p
pr o pri at e  t o us e  of  

a  c o n gr e g ati o n al gr o u p  —  n e v er 
t h el ess t h er e ar e  fi v e o bs er v ati o ns  
a b o ut  t h e a gi n g  of  a  m o v e m e nt  t h at 
b e ar  c o nsi d er ati o n.

T h e y  n e e d  t o b e  c o nsi d er e d  a n d 
t h e n a d dr ess e d. As  a m o v e m e nt  
a g es:

4.  T h e  m o v e m e nt's  str u g gl es b e ・  
c o m e  i nt er n al, wit hi n  t h e m o v e 
m e nt  its elf. T h er e  is oft e n  a  g e n 
er ati o n al str u g gl e o v er t h e 
m o v e m e nt's  dir e cti o n  —  o n  
w h at  it will  pl a c e  its e m p h asis.  
C h ur c h es  r ef o c us fr o m e v a n g el 
is m a n d t e a c hi n g t h e 
m o v e m e nt's  m ess a g e  t o ot h er  
e x pr essi o ns.

3.  T h e  m o v e m e nt  l os es its e v a n g el 
isti c f er v or. N o  l o n g er ar e  t h os e 
o utsi d e  t h e m o v e m e nt  vi e w e d  as  
d a n g er o us  e n e mi es. O v er  ti m e 
t h e y ar e  s e e n  l ess as  a nt a g o nists,  
a n d  m or e  as  mis g ui d e d  br ot h ers.  
As  l at er g e n er ati o ns  ris e t h e y as k  
t h e ms el v es w h at  t h eir gr a n d p ar 
e nts w er e  t hi n ki n g w h e n  t h e y 
d e n o u n c e d  ot h er  m o v e m e nts.  
T h e y  s e e p e o pl e  i n ot h er  m o v e 
m e nts  as  s u c h  g o o d  p e o pl e  t h at it 
w o ul d  b e  wr o n g  t o c o nsi d er  t h e m 
wr o n g.  T h e  r es ult is t h at if t h os e 
ot h er  p e o pl e  ar e n ot  " wr o n g, "  
t h e n t h er e is l ess e v a n g elisti c  
f er v or —  b e c a us e t h e 
m o v e m e nt's  m ess a g e  is n o  m or e  
“ ri g ht” t h a n t h e ot h er  gr o u p's  
m ess a g e.  N e w  g e n er ati o ns  vi e w  
as arr o g a nt t h e pr e vi o us  
g e n er ati o n's  i nsist e n c e o n  its 
u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e Bi bl e  as  
b ei n g  "ri g ht. ”
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B e h ol d,  h e  is i n t h e d es ert;  g o  n ot  
f ort h: b e h ol d,  h e  is i n t h e s e cr et 
c h a m b er,  b eli e v e  it n ot  F or  as  t h e 
li g ht ni n g c o m et h  o ut  of  t h e e ast,  a n d  
s hi n et h e v e n  u nt o  t h e w est;  s o s h all 
als o  t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e S o n  of  m a n  b e  
( M att 2 4: 2 3, 2 6, 2 7).

eff e ct  t h at w e  d o  n ot  k n o w  t h e e x a ct  ti m e 
H e  will  c o m e, a n d s o w e  s h o ul d b e  
w at c hi n g  all  t h e ti m e. * T h er ef or e  l et us  
n ot  sl e e p, as  d o  ot h ers;  b ut  l et us  w at c h  
a n d  b e  s o b er " ( v. 6).  If w e  k n e w  w h e n  
J es us w as  c o mi n g, w e  c o ul d s et o ur  
al ar m  cl o c ks  a n d  pr o c e e d  t o g o  s o u n dl y 
t o sl e e p. W e  w o ul d  n ot  n e e d  t o w a 顶 h.  
T h at  is t h e v al u e  of  u n c ert ai nt y.  It k e e ps  
us  e v er  al ert  a n d  r e a d y t o d o  t h e ri g ht 
t hi n g t o o ur  n ei g h b or,  t o a ct  i n a  tr ul y 
C hristi a n  m a n n er  wit h  all ass o ci at es.  
W e  ar e  n ot  t e m pt e d t o t hi n k t h at b e c a us e  
J es us is n ot  c o mi n g  f or s o m e ti m e w e  
c a n  g o  o ut  a n d  g at h er  i n s o m e  ill- g ott e n 
g ai n.

T h os e  w h o  h a v e  s et d at es  f or t h e 
L or d's  r et ur n, a n d h a v e  f o u n d t h e m
s el v es t o b e  wr o n g,  h a v e  i n v e nt e d all  
m a n n er  of  d o ctri n es  t o c o v er  t h e c h a gri n  
t h e y h a v e  e n d ur e d.  T h e  m ost  c o m m o n  
s u bt erf u g e  of  t his cl ass  of  p e o pl e  is t h at 
J es us  is alr e a d y  h er e.  H e  h as  c o m e  t o His  
o w n,  b ut  t h e r est of  t h e w orl d  d o es  n ot  
r e ali z e t h at H e  h as  c o m e.  T h es e  p e o pl e  
h u nt  a bstr us e  pr o p h eti c  utt er a n c es  t h at 
s e e m  t o b olst er  t h eir t e a c hi n gs, b ut  n e v er  
o n c e  h a v e  t h e y pr o d u c e d  a n y  pl ai n  st at e 
m e nt  t h at s a ys  s o. T y p es  a n d  a p o c al y p 
ti c st at e m e nts fr o m D a ni el  or  t h e b o o k  
of  R e v el ati o n  ar e  t esti m o n y t h at J es us  is 
c o mi n g  t o His  C h ur c h  first a n d  t h e n t o 
t h e w orl d.  T h os e  w h o  h ol d  t o s u c h  t e a c h
i n gs will  l et y o u  k n o w  t h e y ar e  of  t h e 
tr u e C h ur c h,  b ut  y o u  ar e  n ot  b e c a us e  y o u  
d o  n ot  k n o w  of  J es us * c o mi n g.  T h e n  at  
fr e q u e nt i nt er v als, t h er e will  c o m e  t h os e

" B e h ol d, h e  c o m et h wit h  cl o u ds; a n d  
e v er y  e y e  s h all s e e hi m,  a n d  t h e y als o  
w hi c h  pi er c e d  hi m:  a n d  all  ki n dr e ds  of  
t h e e art h s h all w ail  b e c a us e  of  hi m * *  
( R e v. 1 : 7). T h e  a n g els  w h o  s p o k e  t o t h e 
A p ostl es  at  t h e ti m e of  J es us' as c e nsi o n  
s ai d H e  w o ul d  c o m e  t h e s a m e w a y  H e  
w e nt  ( A cts 1: 1 1).  U ntil  s u c h ti m e as I 
c a n b e  s h o w n pl ai n er  st at e m e nts t h a n 
t h es e, I b eli e v e  t h at w h e n  J es us c o m es,  
it will  b e  wit h  o n e  gr e at  fl as h a n d  all  t h e 
w orl d  s h all k n o w it si m ult a n e o usl y. 
D o ctri n es  b as e d  u p o n  o bs c ur e  t e xts, 
a bstr us e  r e as o ni n g,  or  o n  i n di vi d u al i nt er
pr et ati o ns  of  a p o c al y pti c  utt er a n c e  will  
n ot  alt er  m y  o pi ni o n.

H E  L A S T  W O R D S  J es us  
s p o k e  b ef or e  H e  as c e n d e d  
t o h e a v e n  t ol d t h at J es us'  
f oll o w ers ar e  n ot  t o k n o w  
t h e e x a ct  ti m e J es us s h all 

r et ur n. H e  s p o k e p arti c ul arl y  a b o ut  t h e 
r est or ati o n of  t h e ki n g d o m  t o Isr a el, b ut  
t h at e v e nt  is m ost  d e ci d e dl y  p oi nt e d  o ut  
as  c oi n ci di n g  wit h  J es us' s e c o n d c o m 
i n g. A g ai n  a n d a g ai n si n c e t h e ti m e 
J es us d e p art e d,  r eli gi o us l e a d ers h a v e  
b e e n  s etti n g  d at es  f or His  r et ur n. D uri n g  
t h e Mi d dl e  A g es,  E us e bi us  a n d  J uli us 
Afiri c a n us  s ai d  H e  w o ul d  r et ur n at  1 0 0 0  
A. D.  Ar c h bis h o p  Uss h er  s et t h e d at e  at  
2 0 0 0  A. D.  W e  ar e  m or e  f a mili ar wit h  
t h e l e gi o n of  m or e  r e c e nt c h ur c h  l e a d ers 
w h o  h a v e  s et  all  m a n n er  of  d at es  f or t h e 
gr e at est  e v e nt  of  all  ti m e.

S cri pt xir e  d efi nit el y  r e c or ds t h at t h e 
ti m e is n ot  k n o w n.  J es us s ai d t wi c e i n 
t h e s a m e dis c o urs e,  " Of t h at d a y  a n d  
h o ur  k n o w et h  n o  m a n,  n o,  n ot  t h e a n g els  
of  h e a v e n,  b ut  m y  F at h er  o nl y ... W at c h,  
t h er ef or e: f or y e  k n o w  n ot  w h at  h o ur  
y o ur  L or d  d ot h  c o m e "  ( M att. 2 4: 3 6, 4 2).  
M or e  r e c e ntl y, it h as  b e e n  ar g u e d  t h at 
f oll o w ers of  J es us  w h o  w er e  l o o ki n g f or 
His  c o mi n g  w o ul d  k n o w  t h e li m e b e 
c a us e  of  st at e m e nts  m a d e  b y  t h e A p ostl e  
P a ul  i n t h e l ett er t o t h e T h ess al o ni a ns.  
T h e  A p ostl e  s ai d,  " Y e,  br et hr e n,  ar e  n ot  
i n d ar k n ess,  t h at t h at d a y  s h o ul d o v er 
t a k e y o u  as  a  t hi ef, ( 1 T h ess.  5: 4).  P e o pl e  
ar g u e  t h at it is o nl y  t o t h e u n b eli e v er  t h at 
t h e c oi ni n g  of  t h e L or d  will  b e  as  a  t hi ef. 
T h e  s e ns e  of  t h e w h ol e  p ass a g e  is t o t h e

w h o  t ell y o u  s o m e  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n, a n d  
y o u  ar e  l eft. S u c h  a  o n e  will  s a y t h e y 
h a v e  n oti c e d  r e c e ntl y t h at s o  m a n y  ri g ht
e o us  p e o pl e  h a v e  di e d,  a n d  u n d o u bt e dl y  
t h e y h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n, a n d  w e  ar e  l eft i n 
t his v al e  of  w o e ! W h e n  t h at d o ctri n e  w as  
first t a u g ht i n m y  pr es e n c e,!  di d  b e c o m e  
s o m e w h at dist ur b e d.  N o  m or e!  I n n o  
pl a c e  d o es  t h e S cri pt ur e  m a k e  a n y  s u c h 
st at e m e nt. W e  h a v e  s e v er al pl ai n  st at e
m e nts  t o t h e c o ntr ar y.

T h e n  if a n y  m a n  s a y u nt o  y o u,  L o,  
h er e  is C hrist,  or  t h er e; b eli e v e  
n ot ... If t h e y s h all s a y u nt o  y oi W
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wit  a n d  ar g u m e nt  of  i nfi d elit y, 
n a m el y,  t h at n o  m a n  e v er  r e
p e nt e d  4  b ei n g  a  C hristi a n  g

-r

—— H a n n a h  M o or e

• T h er e is o n e  si n gl e f a ct 
w hi c h  w e  m a y  o p p os e  t o all  t h e

- -

1.  N ot  e v er y o n e  is g oi n g  t o b e  
s a v e d

wil d est  dr e a ms.  W e  h a v e  n ot  t h e sli g ht 
est  i d e a of  w h e n  it s h all b e,  b ut  if w e  ar e  
l o o ki n g f or it, w e  c a n  h a v e  s o m e  i d e a of  
t h e ti m e of  His  c o mi n g.  G o d  h as  gi v e n  
si g ns, b ut  w e  c a n n ot  al w a ys  b e  s ur e  t h at 
w e  h a v e  i nt er pr et e d His  si g ns  c orr e ctl y.  
T h e  f a ult is n ot  i n t h e si g ns b ut  i n t h eir 
u n d erst a n di n g.  L et  us  w at c h,  t h er ef or e, 
f or w e  k n o w  n ot  w h at  h o ur  o ur  L or d  
d ot h  c o m e, s

I will  b e  a  fri e n d.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n b e  a  citi z e n  

I will  b e  a p atri ot.

T h e  W orl d wi d e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  is e x p eri e n ci n g  a  l oss of  m e m b ers hi p  a n d  a  c ut- b a c k  
of  pr o gr a ms  i n t h e pr o c ess  of  m o vi n g  fr o m b eli efs  o n c e  c all e d  q u asi- C hristi a n  a n d  
c ulti c  t o a  m or e  ort h o d o x  C hristi a n  i d e ntit y. T h e  c h ur c h  is k n o w n  f or its t el e visi o n 
mi nistr y  a n d  m a g a zi n e,  T h e  Pl ai n  Tr ut h,  a n d o n c e  t a u g ht t h e d o ctri n e  of  Britis h  
Isr a elis m, w hi c h  h ol ds  t h at A n gl o- S a x o ns  ar e  t h e l ost tri b e[s] of  Isr a el.

T o d a y  t h e 9 5, 0 0 0- m e m b er  c h ur c h  is c o pi n g  wit h  a  o n e-t hir d  l oss i n r e v e n u e a n d  a  
t e n p er c e nt  l oss of  m e m b ers hi p,  a c c or di n g  t o t h e N ati o n al  &  I nt er n ati o n al R eli gi o n  
R e p ort  ( M ar c h 2 0).  T h e  5 6- a cr e  d e n o mi n ati o n al  h e a d q u art ers  sit e  is f or s al e,  alt h o u g h  
offi ci als  s a y t h e c h ur c h  is n ot  h e a d e d  f or b a n kr u pt c y.

A  l e a d er s a ys t h at t h e l oss es st e m fr o m a  w h ol es al e  r e visi o n of  d o ctri n e  i n t h e l ast 
fi v e y e ars.  W hil e  t h e d e n o mi n ati o n  o n c e  r ej e ct e d t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y,  it is n o w  
a c c e pt e d,  as  w ell  as  a d o pti n g  t h e t e a c hi n g t h at s al v ati o n is t hr o u g h gr a c e  r at h er t h a n 
f oll o wi n g bi bli c al  l a ws.

S o m e d a y,  w h e n  G o d's  o w n  g c x xi  ti m e 
h as b e e n r e a c h e d, J es us will  c o m e  
t hr o u g h t h e cl o v e n  s ki es  t o t a k e o v er  t h e 
ki n g d o ms  of  t his w orl d,  t o r ais e t h e 
d e a d,  t o c h a n g e  t h e li vi n g, t o p ut  d o w n  
all  a ut h orit y  a n d  p o w er,  i n ot h er  w or ds  
t o p erf or m  t h e m ost  r a di c al r e v ol uti o n 
t h e w orl d  h as  e v er  s e e n. W or ds  f ail t o 
e x pr ess t h e gr a n d e ur  of  t h at gl ori o us  
r e v ol uti o n, b e c a us e  it is b e y o n d  o ur

his  d e at h b e d ：

： .

I will  d o  m or e  t h a n c ar e
I will  h el p.

I will  d o  m or e  t h a n b e  f air 
I will  b e  ki n d.

I will  d o  m or e  t h a n f or gi v e
I will  f or g et.

«  A M . q

f or Li vi n g
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n b el o n g  

/ will p arti ci p at e,
I wi n  d o  m or e  t h a n b eli e v e  

I will  pr a cti c e.

s a v e d
2.  M or e p e q)l e  will  b e  l ost t h a n 

wi n  b e  s a v e d,
3.  M a n y  e x p e cti n g  t o b e  s a v e d 

wi n  b e  l ost
4.  N o  o n e  will  b e  s a v e d aft er  

d e at h,
5.  Hiis  c o ul d  b e  y o ur  l ast o p 

p ort u nit y  t o b e  s a v e d.

I will  f or g et.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n dr e a m  

I will  w or k.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n t e a c h 

I will  i ns pir e.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n e ar n  

t will e nri c h.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n gi v e  

I will  s er v e.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n li v e

I will  gr o w.
I will  d o  m or e  t h a n b e  fri e n dl y



M A R A N A T H A !
Is It Ti m e  T o  R e n e w ?

Tliis  m et h o d  will  assist  t h e s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e  as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d
Cit y  

St al e    

9 6. 0

K R O G H1 9 9 2 TI F F A N Y  “  

J O N E S B O R O G A  3 0 2 3 6

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n. Il

t h e n u m b er  is 9 6. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e F c br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 6.  A  9 6. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  J u n e/J ul y  e x pir ati o n
Tl 、 ：。 — j r e ifr »r n'fl P W al

D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

- 0 3 6 0 8 0 0 1
P ^ S T O R/ M R S  D A VI D

------ r L N

M ail  t o: T h e  R Es n r u n o N  H e r a l d , 
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M o r r o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T 2 1  

M o n o w,  G e or gi a  
N o n pr o Ht  Or g.

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d  t h e m a g a zi n e  
t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n t o t h e p ers o n  lisl e d b el o w.  

E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d —  
l yr. S 1 2, 2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.

( Britis h s u bs cri b ers s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.



J U N E,  J U L Y,  1 9 9 5V O L.  8 4,  N O.  5A  H E R A L D  O F  T H E  C O MI N G  KI N G D O M  O F  G O D

T h e  F ut u r e:

W h at  D o e s

t h e Bi bl e

S a y  A b o ut  It ?



E DI T O RI A L

Mi x e d
F e eli n gs  . .

A
a s e ns e

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D J U N E,  J U L Y, 1 9 9 52

b y  K e nt  R oss

E dit or

S  I W RI T E  T HI S,  T M  f e eli n g 
t o m b y  t w o e m oti o ns.  It's gr a d u 
ati o n ti m e at Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e,  a n d  w e  h a v e  st u d e nts  
fi nis hi n g t h eir st u di es a n d  wit h  

of  a nti ci p ati o n e nt eri n g i nt o t h eir 
mi nistri es.  S o m e  ar e  h e a di n g  i nt o t h eir i nt er n
s hi ps. Ot h ers,  h a vi n g  c o m pl et e d  t h eir F o u n 
d ati o n  y e ar ort h eir  C h ur c h  L e a d ers hi p  c o urs es,  
n o w  h e a d  t o t h eir h o m es  t o c o nti n u e  s e c ul ar  
e d u c ati o n  a n d t o f u n cti o n i n t h eir c h ur c h es  
wit h  e n h a n c e d mi nistr y  s kills. T h eirs  is a n  
o utl o o k  of  h o p e  a n d  e x p e ct ati o n.

B ut  t o d a y a  t a p e arri v e d  i n m y  offi c e  t h at 
t ells oft h e  d e v el o p m e nt  of  t e c h n ol o g y, f u n d e d 
i n p art  b y  o ur  g o v er n m e nt,  t h at all o ws  f or a n 
i d e ntifi c ati o n c hi p  t o b e  i m pl a nt e d b y  r e g ul ar 
h y p o d er mi c  n e e dl e  t h at all o ws  a bs ol ut e  i d e n
tifi c ati o n of  e a c h  i n di vi d u al. W h er e as  p e o pl e  
w o ul d  b e  l e er y of  s o m e s ur gi c al pr o c e d ur e,  
h a vi n g  a "s h ot ” d o es n't  s e e m t hr e at e ni n g. 
W h at  will  b e  i nj e ct e d is j ust t h e si z e of  a  
h u m a n  h air,  b ut  is a  tr a ns mitt er t h at will  all o w  
c o m pl et e i d e ntifi c ati o n of  e v er y i n di vi d u al 
e v er y w h er e.  T h at  i nf or m ati o n bri n gs  m y  ot h er  
e m oti o n  ... o n e  of  dis q ui et u d e.  T h os e  w h o  
h ol d  t o t h e tr ut h of R e v el ati o n  —  a n d  t o t h e lit
er al n ess  of  m ost  of  it —  will  r e c all t h e 1 3t h

c h a pt er  a n d s h u d d er o v er  w h at  is t o c o m e.  
T h e  s ci e ntist w h o  d e v el o p e d  t his c hi p r e
p ort e d  f urt h er t h at t h eir t esti n g r e v e al e d t h at 
t h e d e vi c e  n e e d e d  t o b e  i m pl a nt e d w h er e  t h e 
s ki n m a k es  t h e m ost  r a pi d t e m p er at ur e 
c h a n g es  i n r es p o ns e t o t h e air.  T h e  t w o pl a c es  
t h e y dis c o v er e d  w er e  ( y o u' v e alr e a d y s us-j 
p e ct e d  t h e a ns w er)  o n  t h e f or e h e a d a n d t h(r 
b a c k  of  t h e h a n d.

T h e  bl essi n g  w e  c el e br at e  i n t his iss u e is 
t h e h o p e  of  t h e r et ur n of  J es us  t o t his e art h  —  
b ut  t h at als o m e a ns  t h at t h e ti m e of  i nt e ns e 
p ers e c uti o n  or  tri b ul ati o n is n e ari n g.  T hr e e  
arti cl es  i n t his iss u e a d dr ess  t h e pl a c e  of  t h e 
Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n.  Y o u'll  w a nt  t o r e a d a n d  
c ar ef ull y  c o nsi d er  w h at  e a c h  writ er  s a ys.  Pr a y  
f or u n d erst a n di n g.

T h er e  is s o m u c h  t o s a y o n  t h es e e n d  ti m es 
t h at t h e n e xt  iss u e will  als o h a v e  m or e  e n d  
ti m es arti cl es  t o gi v e  a  f ull er pi ct ur e  of  w h ai  
s h all c o m e  t o p ass.  W e  k n o w  t h at ulti m at el y  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  will  a p p e ar. M a y  t h at 
c o m e  q ui c kl y  e n o u g h,  f ort h os e w h o  l o o k f or 
Hi m  t o a p p e ar t h e s e c o n d ti m e. E v e n  s o. 
c o m e,  L or d  J es us! s
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1 2
u T h e  Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n ”1 4 b y  E d w ar d  B e n d er

1 6

1 8

2 0
" T h e  Mill e n ni u m,,2 2 b y  J a m es M attis o n

N a m e  

A d d r ess

Cit y St at e Zi p

J U N E,  J U L Y,  1 9 9 5 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D3

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

E orr o R
K E N T  R O S S

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M o r r o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R
J A S O N  C A T LI N

T Y P E S E T T E R

A M Y  B E R R Y

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B LI S HI N G

D A NI E L  S M E A D

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

J U LI E  I S H A M

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  M.  N U M B E R  5:  J U N E,  J U L Y,  1 M S

“ T h e  U nit e d  N ati o ns  a n d  t h e N e w  W orl d  Or d er "  
b y  T o m  N e w

T h b  R a xi r n m a N  H e r a l d  &  I S O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  

B Y  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E,  A  

N O N P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T  

5 8 2 3  T R A M M E L L  R O A D,  P. O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W.  

G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H e x a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R
T h e  R Es m u n o w  H e k a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

" T h e  D e cli n e  of  F ait h  I n t h e L ast  Ti m es n  
b y  R e x  C ai n

" R a pt ur e  of  t h e F ait hf ul:  W h e n ? ”  
b y  G or d o n  L a n dr y

" C hrist's  C o mi n g  Is i n T w o  P h as es ”  
b y  H ollis  P artl o w e

“ T h e  D e cli n e  i n M or alit y n  
b y  J o n Li p p ert

“ C h a n g e  of  A d dr ess ”  
b y  E d  G oit

“ T h e  Si g n  of  Isr a el”  
b y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us

A D D R E S S  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R E J r n v n o N  H e m a l d , A T T N:  K E h T T  R O S S,  P. O.  B O X  

1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

-T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R.  8: 6);

• T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D  S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

• J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T. 1 6: 1 6),  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  ( 1 TI M.  2: 5);

-T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D( 2 T T M  

3: 1 6) ；
• T H E  M O R T A U T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A.  1 4 6: 4);

-T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  

LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3);

. T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 8);

-T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  ( 1 

C O R.  1 5: 5 3, 5 4);
• T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1: 8);

-T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L  A S  T H E  KI N Q  

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S 1  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);
.T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  W T T H  HI M  ( R O M 

8: 1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L  T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N  
TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1- 3);

• T H E  - R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  

P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N *  ( A C T S 3: 2 1)
-I T A L S O  FI R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  

I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  
T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 8).  A N D  A  C O N S E 

C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.

T his  m et h o d  will  assi rt t h e 
s u bs c ri b e r  i n k e e pi n g  U bt  o n  
his  e x pi r ati o n( Ul e  a n d  s e r v e 
u  a  r e mi n d e r  f o r r e n e w al.

S u bs c ri pti o n  E x pI r a U c n c  
T h e  t h r e e- di git n u m b e r  o o  

t h e l o p ri g ht  of  y o u r  a d d r ess  
l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al  
d al e  of  y o u r  s u bs e n p d o o. If 
t h e n u m b e r  is 9 6. 0,  it e x pi r es  
wit h  t h e F e b n u r y/ M a r c h  is
s u e, 1 9 9 6. A  9 6. 2 n u m b e r  
m e a ns  a  J u n e J ul y  e x pi r ati o o.

D e a r  R E m n m o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e a s o n:

□  M y  a d dr e s s  l a b el i s i n c orr e ct; pl e a s e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g e s.

□  I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e n u g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d d r ess  p ri nt e d  b el o w.

□  I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs c ri pti o n t o t h e p e rs o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

□  S u bs c ri pti o n  r e n e w al,  p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  —  1 y r.  $ 1 2,  2  y r.  $ 2 1, 3  y r,  $ 3 0. [ B ritis h s u bs c ri b e rs  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.) T h a n k  y o u.



S O CI E T YO U R

T h e  D e cli n e  of  F ai f i n t h e L ast  Ti m es

“ w

ti l e  r e s ti t u ti o n  h e r a l d J U N E,  J U L Y, 1 9 9 54

H E N  T H E  S O N  O F  m a n  c o m es,  
will  h e fi n d f ait h o n  e art h ? "  
( L u k e 1 8: 8,  R S V).

a n d bi bli c al.  W e  m ust  n ot  gi v e  u p  n o w  j ust w h e n  t h e 
c o m er c o ul d b e  t ur n e d. It t a k es ti m e f or c h a n g es i n 
t h e ol o gi c al c o n c e pts  t o r e a c h t h e p ul pits.  B ut  a  m o v e m e nt  
i n t h e ri g ht dir e cti o n,  I t hi n k, is u n d er  w a y.  R e m e m b er  
w h e n  t h e lit er al r et ur n of  C hrist  t o e art h  w as  p o o h- p o o h e d  
b y  ort h o d o x y ?  Or  t h e lit er al r et ur n of  Isr a el t o t h eir l a n d 
br o u g ht  ri di c ul e —  or  w ors e ?  N ot  a n y  m or e;  y o u  h e ar  
b ot h  pr e a c h e d  all t h e ti m e. S o m e  m ar v el o us  b o o ks  ( a u
t h or e d n ot  o nl y  b y  o ur  o w n  p e o pl e)  h a v e  b e e n  writt e n  o n  
t h e sl e e p  of  t h e d e a d  a n d  t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n.

As  m or e  Tr ut h  w a nts  t o b urst  o ut,  t h e r esist a n c e 
m o u nt,  s o  w e  m ust  st a n d  fir m a n d  b e  c o u nt e d.  D o n't  gi v 线 P  
u p  o n  y o ur  ( o ur) f u n d a m e nt al f ait h a n d b eli ef  i n o ur  
disti n cti v e  t e a c hi n gs. Tr ut h  will  pr e v ail  b ut  it c a n b e  
c ostl y  at  ti m es.

T h er e  will  b e  f als e t e a c h ers a m o n g  y o u,  w h o  will  
s e cr etl y  bri n g  i n d estr u cti v e  h er esi es,  e v e n  d e n yi n g  
t h e M ast er  w h o  b o u g ht  t h e m, bri n gi n g  u p o n  t h e m
s el v es  s wift  d estr u cti o n.  A n d m a n y  will  f oll o w t h e h 
li c e nti o us n ess, a n d b e c a us e  of  t h e m t h e w a y  of  
tr ut h will  b e  r e vil e d ( 2 P et.  2: 1,  2,  R S V).

b y  R e x  C ai n  

B e df or d,  O H

" G u ar d t h e tr ut h t h at h as  b e e n  e ntr ust e d  t o y o u  b y  
H ol y  S pirit  w h o  d w ells  wit hi n  us "  ( 2 Ti m.  1: 1 4,  R S V)J ^

R I!

I s a w  it h a p p e n  wit h  m y  o w n  
e y es . N o  d o u  bt  a b o ut  it. I sli p p e d 

ri g ht i nt o t h e " ol d s c h o ol " a n d  di d n't  e v e n  f e el t h e p ai n.  
W h er e  di d  t h e y e ars  g o  t h at pl a c e d  m e  h er e ?

I g u ess  it h a p p e ns  i n e v er y  g e n er ati o n  —  t h e ol d est  o n e  
l a m e nts t h e " pr o gr essi v e n ess "  of  t h e n e w est  o n e.  S ur el y  
w e  c a n  s e e wit h  cl e ar er  e y es  t h a n t h os e B a b y  B o o m ers  or  
t h e X  G e n er ati o n!

W ell,  it m att ers  n ot  w h at  I of  t h e " ol d  s c h o o F * t hi n k or  
w h at  m o d e m  p oliti c all y  c orr e ct m ai nstr e a m  ort h o d o x y  
t e a c h es; l et's j ustr et u m t o T h e  R o c k  t h at h as  wit hst o o d  t h e 
p o u n di n g  of  mill e n ni u ms.  Itr e m ai ns u n alt er e d,  u n c o m pr o 
mis e d.

I n m y  o w n  ti m e F v e  s e e n  a  " w at eri n g  d o w n "  of  e v e n  o ur  
o w n  d e n o mi n ati o n's  f u n d a m e nt al t e n ets. T h e  fir e f br st a n d
i n g f or o ur  disti n cti v e  f ait h h as  w a n e d.  I c a n  r e c all s o m e 
r e al s p ar ks fl yi n g o v er  d o ctri n e  at  o ur  Mi nist ers *  C o nf er 
e n c es  b a c k  i n t h e 5 0s  a n d  6 0s.  S o m e  wit h  gr e at  v al or  w er e  
d et er mi n e d  t o k e e p  it p ur e.  B ut  t h at p assi o n  h as  b e e n  c o m 
pr o mis e d  si n c e t h e n a n d  w e *r e  m ost  li k el y t o " w a n n a  g et  
al o n g ”  a n d  n ot  c o nfr o nt  a  misst at e m e nt  of  t e a c hi n g h er e,  or  
a  bl at a nt  mist a k e  t h er e.

W e  d o n't  li k e b ei n g  diff er e nt.  N eit h er  d o  w e  li k e b ei n g  
p oi nt e d  o ut  as  o d d  or  m a y b e  e v e n  a  c ult.  B ut,  w h e n  w e  st a n d  
fir m f or t h e W or d  of  G o d  as  w e  u n d erst a n d  it, all  pr et e ns es  
ar e  stri p p e d  fr o m us  a n d  w e  ar e  eit h er  a p pl a u d e d  or  p ers e 
c ut e d.  Ifs a v er y t e n u o us pl a c e  t o b e.  I n o ur  s o ci et y,  e v er y 
o n e  a v oi ds t his p ositi o n  1  汰 e a p estil e n c e;  b ut  g e n ui n e  
C hristi a ns  c a n't  aff or d  s u c h l u x ur y. J es us n e v er  s ai d t h e 
w orl d  w o ul d  l o v e us;  r at h er t h e y w o ul d  h at e  us  ( M att 
1 0: 2 2;  2 4: 9).  O ur  w affli n g  o n  Tr ut h  is v er y  w orris o m e  t o 
m e  a n d  o ur  hist ori c  u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h e Bi bl e  m ust,  at  all  
c osts,  b e  pr ess e d  at  e v er y  o p p ort u nit y.  M a n y  s eri o us  t hi n k
ers  i n r eli gi o us cir cl es ar e  t o d a y r e e v al u ati n g, v er y  s eri
o usl y,  t h e i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul,  t h e pl a c e  of  t h e d e a d  a n d  
s o m e of  o ur  ot h er  t e a c hi n gs t h at h a v e  m a d e  us  u ni q u e

F als e  t e a c h ers. W e  h a v e  m a n y!  Tr ut h  will  b e  r e vil e d. 
Fr o m  t h e b e gi n ni n g!  M a n y  will  f oll o w t h e li es. H o w  w ell  
w e  k n o w!  W e  c a n  o nl y  i nfl u e n c e i n o ur  o w n  cir cl e,  b ut  l ei 
us  b e  a b o ut  d oi n g  it wit h  all  o ur  p o w er  u as [ w e] s e e t h e 
D a y  dr a wi n g  n e ar *'  ( H e b. 1 0: 2 5).  P ers o n all y,  I d o n ' t t hi n k 
t h er e's m u c h  ti m e l eft t o st a n d  f or ri g ht w h e n  wr o n g  is s o 
str o n g. Il's tr u e t h at w e  li v e i n t h e ti m es of  w hi c h  P a ul  
wr ot e,  “ T h er e  ar e  t h os e ... w h o  will  list e n t o a n y b o d y  
[ b ut] c a n  n e v er  arri v e  at  a  k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e tr ut h " ( 2 Ti m.  
3: 6, 7,  R S V).

As  w e  a p pr o a c h  t h e e n d  of  t his c e nt ur y  a n d  t his mill e n 
ni u m,  l et us  b e  c o g ni z a nt  t h at t h e e n d  of  t his a g e,  as  w e  
k n o w  it, is r a pi dl y a p pr o a c hi n g  a n d  t h at w e  m ust  b e  l o y al 
t o G o d  i n h ol di n g  u p  —  at  all  c osts  —  t h e Tr ut h.

%
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" F or  i n j ust a  v er y  littl e w hil e,  * H e  w h o  is c o mi n g  will  c o m e  a n d  will  
n ot  d el a y , n ( H e b. 1 0: 3 7).

“ D e ar  fri e n ds, n o w  w e  ar e  c hil dr e n  of  G o d,  a n d  w h at  w e  will  b e  h as  
n ot  y et  b e e n  m a d e  k n o w n.  B ut  w e  k n o w  t h at w h e n  h e  a p p e ars,  w e  
s h all b e  li k e hi m,  f or w e  s h all s e e hi m  as  h e  is " ( 1 J o h n 3: 2).

« s s ，

" T h e  S pirit  a n d  t h e bri d e  s a y 
' C o m e!' A n d  l et hi m  w h o  
h e ars  s a y, ' C o m e!' W h o e v er 
is t hirst y, l et hi m  c o m e;  a n d  
w h o e v er  wis h es,  l et hi m  t a k e 
t h e fr e e gift  of  t h e w at er  of  
lif e”  ( R e v. 2 2: 1 7).

「e r

蛾 e  
^ill

" M e n  of  G alil e e/ *  t h e y s ai d, " w h y  d o  y o u  st a n d 
h er e  l o o ki n g i nt o t h e s k y ? T his s a m e  J es us,  w h o  
h as  b e e n  t a k e n fr o m y o u  i nt o h e a v e n,  will  c o m e  
b a c k  i n t h e s a m e  w a y  y o u  h a v e  s e e n  hi m  g o  i nt o 
h e a v e n "  ( A cts 1: 1 1).

\ 0档 ' S o 6  .

簿 避 :葺 次 a c g
免 bri Z.  a  s e c g  ㈣ j p 土 竺 血 快  

碱 童 萨 需 s 普
" R e p e nt,  t h e n, a n d  t ur n t o G o d,  s o  t h at y o ur  
si ns m a y  b e  wi p e d  o ut,  t h at ti m es of  r e
fr es hi n g m a y  c o m e  fr o m t h e L or d,  a n d  t h at 
h e  m a y  s e n d t h e C hrist,  w h o  h as  b e e n  a p 
p oi nt e d  f or y o u  —  e v e n  J es us. H e  m ust  
r e m ai n i n h e a v e n  u ntil  t h e ti m e c o m es  f or 
G o d  t o r est or e e v er yt hi n g,  as  h e  pr o mis e d  
l o n g a g o  t hr o u g h his  h ol y  pr o p h ets "  ( A cts 
3: 1 9- 2 1).

妙 眼 璀 e
6 双 e
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" H e  w h o  t estifi es t o 
t h es e t hi n gs s a ys, 
' Y es, I a m  c o mi n g  
s o o n . * A m e n.  
C o m e,  L or d  J es us " 
( R e v. 2 2: 2 0).
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M or alit y  as d efi n e d i n 
S cri pt ur e  b y  t h e A p ostl e  

P a ul:  " Fi n all y, br ot h ers,  
w h at e v er  is tr u e, w h at-  

is n o bl e,  w h at e v er  is 
w h at e v er  is p ur e,  

is l o v el y, 
a d mir a bl e  

e x c el-

pl a n a-  
ti o ns. Y et,  
m or e  e m b ar-  
w o ul d  t h e sit u a-  
if it w er e  J es us as k-

e v er  
ri g ht, 
w h at e v er  
w h at e v er  is 
— if a n yt hi n g  is 
l e nt or  pr ais e w ort h y  
t hi n k a b o ut s u c h 
t hi n gs. W h at e v er  y o u  
h a v e  l e ar n e d or  r e c ei v e d or  
h e ar d  fr o m m e,  or  s e e n  i n m e  —  
p ut  it i nt o pr a cti c e.  A n d  t h e G o d  of  
p e a c e  will  b e  wit h  y o u "  ( P hil. 4: 8,  9,  
NI V).

I m m or alit y as  d efi n e d  i n S cri pt ur e  b y  t h e 
A p ostl e  P a ul:  u B ut  m ar k  t his: T h er e will  b e  t er
ri bl e ti m es i n t h e l ast d a ys.  P e o pl e  will  b e  l o v ers 
of  t h e ms el v es, l o v ers of  m o n e y  b o astf ul,  pr o u d,  a b u 
si v e, dis o b e di e nt  t o t h eir p ar e nts,  u n gr at ef ul,  u n h ol y  
wit h o ut  l o v e, u nf or gi vi n g,  sl a n d er o us,  wit h o ut  s elf- c o ntr ol,  
br ut al,  n ot  l o v ers of  t h e g o o d,  tr e a c h er o us, r as h, c o n c eit e d,  
l o v ers of  pl e as ur e  r at h er t h a n l o v ers of  G o d  —  h a vi n g  a  f or m 
of  g o dli n ess  b ut  d e n yi n g  its p o w er "  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1- 5).

I r e c e ntl y h e ar d  t h e st or y t ol d a b o ut  a  m a n  w h o  h a d  st art e d 
a b usi n ess  fr o m n ot hi n g  a n d  h a d  b uilt  it i nt o a t hri vi n g c o n 
c er n.  T h e  b uil di n g  a n d  gr o u n ds  w er e  b e a utif ul,  sit u at e d i n t h e 
b est  of  l o c ati o ns. P e o pl e  w o ul d  dri v e  b y  j ust t o s e e its b e a ut y  
All  w h o  e nt er e d  w er e  g e n ui n el y  w el c o m e d,  a n d  d esir e d  t o b e  a  
p art  of  t his b usi n ess.  N e e dl ess  t o s a y; b usi n ess  t hri v e d.

O n e  d a y  t h e o w n er,  i n s e ar c h  of  a  n e w  c h all e n g e,  d e ci d e d  t o 
g o  t o S o ut h  A m eri c a  t o st art  a  si mil ar  e nt er pris e.  H e  s p e nt  m u c h  
ti m e wit h  his  s u p er vis or a n d e m pl o y e es  dis c ussi n g  h o w  t h e 
b usi n ess  s h o ul d b e  r u n i n his  a bs e n c e.  H e  pr o mis e d  t o als o  
s e n d m o nt hl y  l ett ers wit h  f urt h er i nstr u cti o ns, a n d t o a ns w er  
a n y  q u esti o ns  t h at t h e y mi g ht  s e n d t o hi m.

T h e  o w n er  w or k e d  h ar d  est a blis hi n g  t h e n e w  b usi n ess,  a n d  
tr u e t o his  w or d  h e  s e nt m o nt hl y  l ett ers b a c k  t o t h e s u p er vis or 
wit h  a d d e d  i nstr u cti o ns.

Aft er  a  p eri o d  of  t hr e e y e ars,  wit h  t hi n gs g oi n g  w ell  i n S o ut h  
A m eri c a,  t h e o w n er  r et ur n e d h o m e  t o c h e c k  o n  his  ori gi n al  
i nt er est. O n  his  first p ass  h e  dr o v e  ri g ht p ast  t h e pr o p ert y  b e 
c a us e  h e  di d  n ot  e v e n  r e c o g ni z e it. T h e  l a w n h a d  b e e n  t a k e n

o v er  b y  w e e ds  w hi c h  st o o d t w o f e et t all. S o m e  of  t h e tr e es h a d  
b e e n  u pr o ot e d  b y  a  st or m, a n d  h a d  b e e n  l eft as  t h e y h a d  f all e n 
Wi n d o ws  h a d  b e e n  br o k e n  o ut  i n v ari o us  p arts  of  t h e b uil di n g  
a n d  n ot  r e pl a c e d. As  h e  e nt er e d  t h e r e c e pti o n ar e a  t h er e w as  n o  
gr e eti n g,  o nl y  tr as h h er e  a n d  t h er e, d yi n g  pl a nts,  a n d  dirt y  c ar  
p et.  W or k ers  mill e d  ar o u n d  ai ml essl y  as  m a c hi n er y  w as  br o 
k e n  d o w n  a n d  n o  o n e  s e e m e d t o k n o w  w h at  t o d o.

T h e  o w n er  e v e nt u all y  f o u n d t h e s u p er vis or a n d cl e ar e d a  
pl a c e  w h er e  t h e y b ot h  c o ul d  sit. " W h at h as  h a p p e n e d  h er e  i o 
c a us e t his m ess  a n d r ui n m y  b usi n ess ?,,  t h e o w n er  as k e d.  
4 T hi n gs  h a v e n't  g o n e  w ell  si n c e  y o u  l eft, " w as  t h e s u p er vis or's 
r e pl y. " Di d n't  y o u  r e c ei v e m y  l ett ers ? " t h e o w n er  as k e d.  " S ur e  
w e  di d, "  c a m e  t h e q ui c k  r e pl y. " E v er y m o nt h  w h e n  y o ur  l et
t ers c a m e  w e  all  g ot  t o g et h er t o r e a d t h e m al o u d.  E a c h  d e p art 
m e nt  t h e n r er e a d t h e l ett ers a n d st u di e d t h e m. S o m e  gr o u ps  
e v e n  m e et  o n c e  a  w e e k  aft er  w or k  t o t al k a b o ut  t h eir f a v orit e 

l ett ers. W e  h a v e  m a n y  p e o pl e  w h o  c a n  q u ot e  l ai g e p orti o ns  
of  s e v er al of  y o ur  l ett ers ?' T h e o w n er  s at i n sil e n c e  f or a  

ti m e. T h e n  h e  t ur n e d t o his  s u p er vis or  a n d  s ai d,  " H o w 
is it t h at y o u  s a y I a m  y o ur  b oss,  y et  y o u  h a v e  n ot  

d o n e  w h at  I as k e d  y o u  t o d o ? "  S h a m e  c o v er e d  
t h e r e d d e n e d f a c e of  t h e s u p er vis or  as  h e  s ai 

i n sil e n c e.
W h at  a n  e m b arr assi n g  m o m e nt!
b e  c all e d o n  t h e c ar p et b ef or e  di e  

b oss  k n o wi n g  w h at  y o u  h a v e  
f ail e d t o d o,  a n d  h a vi n g  b e e n  

w ell  i nstr u ct e d i n h o w  t o 
d o  it. T h er e  is n o  es 

c a p e,  n o  p ossi bl e  e x-  
ti o n f or y o ur  a c-  

h o w m u c h  
p assi n g  

ti o n b e  
i n  g

y o u  t h e s a m e  q u esti o n ?  
B ut  J es us h as  as k e d t h e 
q u esti o n,  " W h y d o  y o u  c all  
m e  ' L or d, L or d/  a n d  d o  n ot  d o  
w h at  I s a y ? ”  ( L u k e 6: 4 6).  “ A h,  b ut  
I h a v e  d o n e  w h at  y o u  as k e d, " y o u  
mi g ht  s a y i n r e pl y. "I  w as  b a pti z e d  a n d  I 
att e n d  c h ur c h  q uit e  r e g ul arl y. " " B ut  t h er e is 
m or e/ *  c o m es  J es us'  r e pl y. U I a m  m or e  t h a n a  
littl e c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  y o ur  lif est yl e, a b o ut  y o ur  
r e cr e ati o n al a cti viti es, t h e t hi n gs y o u  w at c h,  t h e 
t hi n gs y o u  s a y. I w o n d er  e x a ctl y  w h er e  y o ur  tr e as ur e
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is a n d  bl us h  at  w h er e  y o ur  t h o u g hts 
ar e. It gi v es  m e  c o n c er n  t h e w a y  

y o u  s o m eti m es tr e at ot h er  
p e o pl e;  w h at  y o u  s a y a n d  

t hi n k a b o ut  t h e m. I a m  a  
littl e c o nf us e d a b o ut  

l a c k of  fr uit. It a p-  
m e  t h at y o u  

n or e d  m u c h  
H o w  c a n  

n o t 
a n d

y o ur  
p e ars  t o 
h a v e i g- 
of  w h at  I s ai d, 
t his b e ?  H a v e  y o u  
h a d  e n o u g h  t e a c h ers 
pr e a c h ers ?  D o  y o u  n ot  
u n d erst a n d  m y  w or ds ?  
Pl e as e  e x pl ai n t o m e  h o w  I 
c o ul d  h a v e  m a d e  it m or e  cl e a n "

Y o u  s e e, t h er e is n o  e x c us e f or 
dis o b e di e n c e.  W e  c a n n ot s el e cti v el y 
o b e y.  P arti al  o b e di e n c e  is dis o b e di e n c e.  
W h y  a m  I c oi ni n g  o n  s o str o n g ?  T h e  Bi bl e  
h as  gi v e n  us  s o m e d efi nit e  w ar ni n gs  a b o ut  t h e 
e n d  ti m es t h at w e  n e e d  t o b e  a w ar e  of.

P a ul  t ells us  i n 2  Ti m ot h y  4: 3,  4,  * T h e  ti m e will  
t o m e w h e n  m e n  will  n ot  p ut  u p  wit h  s o u n d d o ctri n e.  
I nst e a d, t o s uit t h eir o w n  d esir es,  t h e y will  g at h er  ar o u n d  
t h e m a  gr e at  n u m b er  of  t e a c h ers t o s a y w h at  t h eir it c hi n g e ars  
w a nt  t o h e ar.  T h e y  will  t ur n t h eir e ars  a w a y  fr o m t h e tr ut h a n d  
t ur n asi d e t o m yt hs., ^  L o o k  at  t h e pr olif er ati o n  of  t al k s h o ws  
wit h  e x p ert  aft er  e x p ert  a n n o u n ci n g  his  or  h er  s ol uti o ns t o t h e 
pr o bl e ms  of  t o d a y. M a n y  s o u n d v er y  “ s pirit u al, " y et  pr o m ot e  
i d e as c o ntr ar y  t o w h at  t h e L or d  h as  l ai d o ut  i n S cri pt ur e.  I h e ar d  
o n e  s o- c all e d a ut h orit y  s a y, " D o n't  y o u  t hi n k w e  ar e  all  g oi n g  
t o s o m e h o w m a k e  it ? " It w as  l ess a  q u esti o n  t h a n a  st at e m e nt  
t h at it di d  n ot  m att er  w h at  w e  d o,  G o d  will  a c c e pt  us  i nt o His  
pr es e n c e  r e g ar dl ess of  o ur  b e h a vi or

As  I writ e  t his I h a v e  b e e n  r o c k e d i n r e c e nt m o nt hs  at  t h e 
n e ws  of  v ari o us  C hristi a ns  f alli n g i nt o i m m or al a cti viti es.  C hris 
ti a ns of  all  a g es  h a v e  tr a d e d i n t h eir r el ati o ns hi p wit h  t h e L or d  
f or fl e eti n g m o m e nts  of  p ers o n al  gr atifi c ati o n.  S o m e  of  t h es e 
p e o pl e  h a v e  c o nti n u e d  o n  as  if t h e y h a d  d o n e  n ot hi n g  wr o n g.  
Ot h ers  h a v e  t ot all y l eft t h e f ell o ws hi p. Gr a c e  is t h eir cr y  It's 
c h e a p  gr a c e,  n ot  a m a zi n g  gr a c e.  It is o b vi o us  t h at t h e y d esir e  
C hrist  as  S a vi or,  b ut  will  h a v e  n ot hi n g  t o d o  wit h  Hi m  as  L or d.  
T his  d e cli n e  i n m or alit y  s h o ul d n ot  s h o c k us,  y et  it d o es.  I n 
M att h e w  c h a pt er  2 4,  J es us a ns w ers t h e dis ci pl es *  q u esti o ns  
r e g ar di n g t h e si g ns of  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e.  M a n y  of  t h es e si g ns 
o ur  y o u n g est  p e o pl e  c o ul d  list. I n v ers es  1 0- 1 2  ar e  s o m e si g ns

n ot  m e nti o n e d  as oft e n.  u At  t h at ti m e m a n y  will  t ur n a w a y  
fr o m t h e f ait h a n d  will  b etr a y  a n d  h at e  e a c h  ot h er;  a n d m a n y  
f als e pr o p h ets  will  a p p e ar  a n d  d e c ei v e  m a n y  p e o pl e.  B e c a us e  
of  t h e i n cr e as e of  wi c k e d n ess,  t h e l o v e of  m ost  will  gr o w  c ol d. "  

M a n y  will  t ur n a w a y  fr o m t h e f ait h. T h e y  will  h at e  a n d  b e 
tr a y e a c h  ot h er.  M a n y  will  b e  d e c ei v e d.  T h e  l o v e of  m ost  will  
gr o w  c ol d. I h e ar d  t h e r es ults of  a s ur v e y r e c e ntl y t h at s ai d 
a m o n g p e o pl e  w h o  c o nsi d er e d  t h e ms el v es t o b e  c o m mitt e d  
C hristi a ns,  o nl y  8 %  r eli e d o n  G o d's  W or d  f or dir e cti o n  i n t h eir 
li v es. Is n't t h at ast o u n di n g ?  It is e as y  t o s e e  w h y  J es us  us es  t h e 
w or ds  " m a n y "  a n d  " m ost. "  It is als o  e as y  t o s e e h o w  J es us  c a n  
as k  a n ot h er  e m b arr assi n g  q u esti o n  of  us  i n L u k e  1 8: 8:  " W h e n  
t h e S o n  of  M a n  c o m es,  will  h e  fi n d f ait h o n  t h e e art h ? "

W h o  ar e  t h e " m a n y” ？  W h o  ar e  t h e " m ost ” ？  D o  y o u  w ors hi p  
wit h  s o m e o n e o n  S u n d a y  w h o  will  b e  d e c ei v e d ?  Will  t h e p er 

s o n b e hi n d  y o u  o n e  d a y  h at e  a n d  b etr a y  y o u ?  H o w  will  t h e 
i n cr e as e of  wi c k e d n ess  aff e ct  y o ur  l o v e ? J ust  t o m a k e  s ur e 

y o u  u n d erst a n d,  l et m e  e m p h asi z e  t hr e e w or ds  J es us 
us es:  M a n y.  M ost.  Will.  J es us  is n't t al ki n g a b o ut  j ust 

a f e w. H e  is d es cri bi n g  gr e at  n u m b ers.  " M osl "  
i m pli es t o m e  m or e

s a y t h at t h e y mi g ht,  or  t h at it is p ossi bl e;  
J es us s a ys t h at t h e y will.

Y et  t h er e is still h o p e.  T h e  e n d  h as  
n ot  y et  c o m e.  If w e  h a v e  si n n e d 

H e  will  f or gi v e us,  b ut  w e  m ust  
p ut  a w a y all i m m or alit y 

fr o m o ur  li v es. W e  m ust  
b e  o n  g u ar d  t o n ot  l ei 

g ai n  a h ol d  i n o ur  
w e  b e gi n o ur  

ti m e wit h  t h e 
s h o ul d  
y o u

s i n  
li v es. As  
d ail y  q ui et  
L or d w e  
s a y, “ W h at  will  
h a v e  m e  d o  t o d a y, 
L or d ? ” a n d e n d o ur  
q ui et ti m e wit h  " y es,  
L or d. "  S p e n d  ti m e i n t h e 
W or d  a n d i n pr a y er  d ail y.  Fi n d  
s o m e o n e w h o m  y o u  c a n tr ust t o 
h ol d  y o u  a c c o u nt a bl e  f or y o ur  b e h a v 
i or i n C hrist.  B e  r e a d y f or t h e d a ys  a h e a d;  
h ol d  f ast t o C hrist!  s
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b y  T o m  N e w

Gr e e n bri er,  A R

I b eli e v e  m a n y  

C hristi a ns  
h a v e  t h eir 

((h e a ds  i n t h e 

s a n d ”  i n 

r e g ar d  t o t h e 

ti m es i n w hi c h  

w e  ar e  li vi n g.

o n  y o ur  s pirit u al ar m or  a n d  r e p ort f or d ut y,  as  w e  
h e a d  i nt o t h es e l ast d a ys. "

A  f e w y e ars  a g o  d uri n g  t h e P ersi a n  G ulf  W ar,  
t h e t h e n pr esi d e nt  G e or g e  B us h  b e g a n  s p e a ki n g  
a b o ut  a  " N e w  W orl d  Or d er. ”  T h at  p hr as e  tr o u bl e d 
m e,  alt h o u g h  I h a d  s u p p ort e d G e or g e  B us h  i n t h e 
l ast el e cti o n.  It w as  as  if a n  al ar m  w e nt  off  i n t h e 
b a c k  of  m y  br ai n.  B ut  first I h a d  t o o v er c o m e  a  
p oliti c al  bi as  i n or d er  t o s e e t hi n gs i n t h e ri g hi ^ ^ 
p ers p e cti v e,  a pr o p h eti c  p ers p e cti v e.  I t hi n k t h a ^ F 
oft e n  C hristi a ns  l et s u c h p oliti c al  bi as es  o v er 
s h a d o w t h e pr o p h eti c  tr ut hs t h at s h o ul d e nli g ht e n  
us  t o e v e nts  t h at will  ulti m at el y  bri n g  a b o ut  t h e 
S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  J es us C hrist.

W h e n  G e or g e  B us h  c all e d  a  c e as e-fir e  i n t h e 
Ir a qi- U nit e d N ati o ns  c o nfli ct,  it w as  t h e U nit e d

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E  LI V E  I N A  TI M E  W H E N  
m u c h  of  Bi bl e  pr o p h e c y  is 
c o mi n g  t o p ass.  Si g ns  all  ar o u n d  
us  t ell us  t h at J es us is c o mi n g  
s o o n.  T h es e  si g ns  ar e  li k e s piri 

t u al r o a d si g ns of  c a uti o n,  w ar ni n g  a n d  i nf or m a
ti o n. G o d  h as  s e e mi n gl y pr ess e d  t h e “ f ast f or- 
w ar d "  b utt o n  t h at will  l e a d us  t o t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e  
a n d  His  ulti m at e  will,  r es ulti n g i n t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  o n  t his e art h.  I b eli e v e  t h at w e  ar e  n ot  w al ki n g  
or  j o g gi n g, b ut  r a ci n g t o w ar ds:

1.  T h e  N e w  W orl d  Or d er
2.  T h e  m ar k  of  t h e b e ast
3.  T h e  s e c o n d c o mi n g  of  C hrist
4.  T h e  est a blis h m e nt  of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m

Y et  I b eli e v e  m a n y  C hris 
ti a ns h a v e  t h eir " h e a ds  i n t h e 
s a n d "  i n r e g ar d t o t h e ti m es i n 
w hi c h  w e  ar e  li vi n g. C ar es  of  
t his w orl d  ar e  c h o ki n g  t h es e 
bi bli c al  pr o p h eti c  tr ut hs fr o m 
t h eir h e arts.  M a n y  ar e  b ei n g  
d e c ei v e d  a n d ar e bli n d e d  t o 
t h e r e al iss u es of  s pirit u al 
pr e p ar e d n ess.  S a dl y,  t h at d a y  
m a y  " c o m e  u p o n  t h e m li k e a  
tr a p " as  pr o p h esi e d  i n G o d *s  
w or d.  J es us s ai d, c o n c er ni n g  
t h e C h ur c h,  t h at m a n y  will  b e  
as  u n pr e p ar e d  as  t h e f o olis h 
vir gi ns,  a n d will  r u n o ut  of  
s pirit u al oil  at  t h e “ mi d ni g ht  
cr y  • " T h e  c all  t o t h e C hristi a n  
t o d a y is,4 4  A  w a k e!  Aris e!  G et
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W e  ar e  h e a d e d  f or a  c as hl ess  
w orl d  s o ci et y d esi g n e d  b y  t h e w orl d  

b a n ki n g  c o m m u nit y.

A n d  t h e dr a g o n  st o o d  o n  t h e s h or e  of  
t h e s e a. A n d  I s a w a  b e ast  c o mi n g  
o ut  of  t h e s e a. H e  h a d  t e n h o ms  a n d  
s e v e n  h e a ds,  wit h  t e n cr o w ns  o n  his  
h o ms,  a n d  o n  e a c h  h e a d  a  bl as p h e 
m o us  n a m e.  T h e  b e ast  I s a w r e
s e m bl e d  a  l e o p ar d, b ut  h a d  f e et li k e 
t h os e of  a  b e ar  a n d  a  m o ut h  li k e t h at 
of  a  li o n. T h e  dr a g o n  g a v e  t h e b e ast

N ati o ns  i n B os ni a.  W h y  is t his Pr esi d e nt  
tr yi n g t o gi v e  t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns  m or e  
p o w er  t h a n e v er  b ef or e ?  C o ul d  t his b e  
t h e u b e ast  c o mi n g o ut  of  t h e s e a " of  
n ati o ns,  as  t h e A p ostl e  J o h n  d es cri b es  i n 
R e v el ati o n  1 3: 1 ?

N oti c e  h o w  e m p h ati c Pr esi d e nt  B us h  
w as,  as  h e  s ai d, " W h e n  w e  ar e  s u c c ess
f ul, a n d  w e  will  b e! "

W e  q u esti o n  w h y  t h e Pr esi d e nt  of  t h e 
U nit e d  St at es  w a nt e d  t o str e n gt h e n t h e 
U nit e d  N ati o ns.  Pr esi d e nt  B us h  s ai d  t h at 
t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns  n o w  h as  a  c h a n c e  t o 
b e c o m e  w h at  its f o u n d ers e n visi o n e d.  
W h at  di d  t h e y e n visi o n ?  Is t h e U nit e d  
St at es  t o l os e its s o v er ei g nt y  t o t h e p o w er  
a n d  a ut h orit y  of  t his N e w  W orl d  Or d er ?

Si n c e  t h e n, w e  h a v e  s e e n a  r e- e m er- 
g e n c e  of  a n  al m ost  d e a d  a n d  i n eff e cti v e 
U nit e d  N ati o ns.  It h as  c o m e  t o lif e a g ai n  
i n pl a c es  s u c h  as  S o m ali a,  B os ni a,  H aiti,  
a n d  ot h er  p arts  of  t h e w orl d.  O ur  o w n  
tr o o ps u n d er  Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  h a v e  
J) e g u n  t a ki n g t h eir or d ers  fr o m t h e U nit e d

w orl d  s o ci et y d esi g n e d  b y  t h e w orl d  
b a n ki n g  c o m m u nit y.  All  of  t his m o d e m  
t e c h n ol o g y is alr e a d y  i n pl a c e  t o f ulfill 
t h e r ol e of  t h os e b e asts.  I n f a ct, t h e 
t e c h n ol o g y is alr e a d y  t h er e t o f ulfill t h e 
t e xt i n R e v el ati o n  1 3: 1 6:

H e  als o  f or c e d e v er y o n e,  s m all a n d  
gr e at,  ri c h a n d  p o or,  fr e e a n d  sl a v e, 
t o r e c ei v e a  m ar k  o n  his  ri g ht h a n d  or  
o n  his  f or e h e a d, s o  t h at n o  o n e  c o ul d  
b u y  or  s ell u nl ess  h e  h a d  t h e m ar k,  
w hi c h  is t h e n a m e  of  t h e b e ast  or  t h e 
n u m b er  of  his  n a m e.

S o m e  b eli e v e  t his c o ul d b e  a v er y  
s m all c o m p ut er  c hi p  i ns ert e d u n d er  t h e 
s ki n. Alr e a d y  t h e y ar e e x p eri m e nti n g  
wit h  pl a ci n g  a s m all i nf or m ati o n c hi p  
a n d  tr a c ki n g d e vi c e  u n d er  t h e s ki n of  
d o gs  a n d  c ats  s o t h at t h e y c a n  n e v er  b e  
l ost or  st ol e n. C a n  t h e m ar k  of  t h e b e ast  
f or m a n ki n d  b e  f ar b e hi n d ?

O n e  of  t h e h e a ds  of  t h e b e ast  h a d  a  
f at al w o u n d,  b ut  t h e f at al w o u n d  h a d  
b e e n  h e al e d.  C o ul d  t his b e  s p e a ki n g 
a b o ut a s yst e m of  g o v er n m e nt,  r at h er 
t h a n a  p ers o n ?  It c ert ai nl y  is a n  i nt er est
i n g c o n c e pt.

T h e  i d e a of  a  w orl d  g o v er n m e nt  h as  
b e e n ar o u n d si n c e t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  
m a n ki n d.  T h e  w orl d  h as  s e e n m a n y  of  
t h es e d o mi n ati n g  w orl d  p o w ers  t hr o u g h
o ut  its hist or y.  W e  m e nti o n e d  b ef or e  t h e 
e m pir es  of  Ass yri a,  B a b yl o ni a,  M e d o-  
P ersi a,  Gr e e c e  a n d  R o m e.  B ut  n ot  si n c e  
R o m e  h as  t h er e b e e n  s u c h w orl d  d o mi 
n ati o n.  N ot  t h at m a n  h as  n ot  tri e d, h e  h as  
j ust b e e n  u ns u c c essf ul.  F oll o wi n g  "t h e  
w ar  t o e n d  all  w ars/ *  as  W orl d  W ar  I w as  
c all e d, t h e L e a g u e  of  N ati o ns  w as  
f or m e d, u n d er  t h e l e a d ers hi p of  Pr esi 
d e nt  W o o dr o w  Wils o n.  T his  att e m pt  at  
a w orl d  g o v er ni n g  b o d y  di e d,  m ai nl y  
d u e  t o l a c k of  s u p p ort fr o m t h e 
Pr esi d e nt's  o w n  c o u ntr y, t h e U nit e d  
St at es.  P art  of  t h e r e as o n f or t his l a c k 
w as  d u e  t o t h e pl a n ni n g  of  its h e a d q u ar 
t ers t o b e  o n  f or ei g n s oil, i n E ur o p e.  
E v e n  t h o u g h t h e L e a g u e  of  N ati o ns  
e v e nt u all y  di e d,  t h e c o n c e pt  n e v er  di d.

his  p o w er  a n d  his  t hr o n e a n d  gr e at  
a ut h orit y  ( R e v. 1 3: 1, 2,  NI V).

M a n y  b eli e v e  t h at it is t h e d e vil  w h o  
h as  gi v e n  p o w er  t o t his e n d-ti m e  s ys
t e m. Als o  t his s yst e m h as  m a n y  of  t h e 
s a m e c h ar a ct eristi cs as b e ast  w orl d  
p o w ers  b ef or e  it, s u c h as  B a b yl o n,  t h e 
M e d o- P ersi a n  E m pir e,  a n ci e nt  Gr e e c e,  
a n d R o m e.  T his  n e w  s yst e m will  h a v e  
all of  t h eir p o w ers  c o m bi n e d. H o w  is 
t his p ossi bl e ? B e c a us e  n ot  o nl y  h as  
k n o wl e d g e  i n cr e as e d, b ut  w e  h a v e  h a d  
a n  i nf or m ati o n e x pl osi o n!  W e  li v e i n t h e 
a g e  of  t h e “ i nf or m ati o n s u p er- hi g h w a y n  
wit h  m o d er n  c o m p ut ers a n d f a x m a 
c hi n es. W e  ar e  h e a d e d  f br a c as hl ess

ati o ns  t h at s et t h e r e q uir e m e nts of  t h e 
p e a c e  a gr e e m e nt  f or Ir a q. Pr esi d e nt  B us h  
e m p h asi z e d  t h e f a ct t h at t h e U nit e d  St at es  
w as  fi g hti n g u n d er  t h e a us pi c es a n d  
dir e cti o n  of  t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns.  H e  als o  
st at e d t h at n o  n ati o n  w o ul d  a g ai n ris e 
a g ai nst t h e “ F a mil y of  N ati o ns/ *  b e 
c a us e  as  a dir e ct  r es ult of  t h e Ir a qi a n d  
U nit e d  N ati o ns  w ar,  t h e w orl d  w as  
u nit e d.  P o w erf ul  w or ds!

Pr esi d e nt  B us h  c all e d f or a N e w  
W orl d  Or d er  u n d er  t h e a ut h orit y  of  t h e 
U nit e d  N ati o ns.  H e  g a v e  a s p e e c h o n  
J a n u ar y 1 7,  1 9 9 2,  w hi c h  w as  q u ot e d  i n 
t h e St.  L o uis  P ost  Dis p at c h.  H e  s ai d:

T his  is a  hist ori c  m o m e nt.  W e  h a v e  
i n t his p ast y e ar  m a d e  gr e at  pr o gr ess  
i n e n di n g  t h e l o n g er a  of  c o nfli ct  a n d  
C ol d  W ar  (t h at is wit h  t h e S o vi et  
U ni o n).  W e  h a v e b ef or e  us t h e 
o p p ort u nit y  t o f or g e f or o urs el v es  
a n d f or f ut ur e g e n er ati o ns  a N e w  
W orl d  Or d er.  A  w orl d  w h er e  t h e 
r ul e of  l a w, n ot  of  t h e j u n gl e, g o v 
er ns t h e c o n d u ct  of  n ati o ns.  W h e n

) w e  ar e  s u c c essf ul, a n d  w e  will  b e!  
W e  h a v e  a  r e al c h a n c e  at  t his N e w  
W orl d  Or d er,  a n  or d er  i n w hi c h  a  
cr e di bl e  U nit e d  N ati o ns  c a n  us e  its 
p e a c e  k e e pi n g  r ol e t o f ulfill t h e pr o m 
is e a n d  visi o n  of  t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns  
f o u n d ers.
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“ W h o  is li k e t h e b e ast ?  W h o  c a n  
m a k e  w ar  a g ai nst  hi m ? ”  T h e  b e ast  
w as  gi v e n  a m o ut h  t o utt er  pr o u d  
w or ds  a n d  bl as p h e mi es  a n d  t o e x er-

m e nt  mi g ht  u s a v e t h e e n vir o n m e nt "  b y  
r estri cti n g a n d  p u nis hi n g  c o u ntri es  w h o  
vi ol at e  e n vir o n m e nt al  l a ws. P e o pl e  will  
i niti all y w el c o m e  s u c h a  g o v er n m e nt  t o 
s ol v e  all  t h es e pr o bl e ms ! T hi n k  a b o ut  it: 
n o  m or e  f e ar of  s e n di n g y o ur  s o ns a n d  
d a u g ht ers  h alf w a y  ar o u n d  t h e w orl d  t o 
fi g ht a w ar!  Is n't t h at w h at  Pr esi d e nt  
B us h  s ai d i n his  s p e e c h ?  T h at  n o  n ati o n  
will  b e  a bl e  t o ris e a g ai n  li k e Ir a q a n d  
t a k e o v er  a n ot h er  n ati o n  li k e K u w ait ?

cis e his a ut h orit y f or f ort y-t w o 
m o nt hs.  H e  o p e n e d  his m o ut h  t o 
bl as p h e m e  G o d,  a n d  t o sl a n d er his  
n a m e  a n d his  d w elli n g  pl a c e  a n d  
t h os e w h o  li v e i n h e a v e n.  H e  w as  
gi v e n  p o w er  t o m a k e  w ar  a g ai nst  t h e 
s ai nts a n d t o c o n q u er t h e m ( R e v. 
1 3: 4 b- 7).

S o  t h er e is a g o v er n m e nt  t h at is 
c o mi n g t h at will  e v e nt u all y  m a k e  w ar  
a g ai nst  all  C hristi a ns  o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e 
e art h.  I b eli e v e  t h at t his p ers e c uti o n  of  
t h e C h ur c h  h as  alr e a d y  b e g u n.  N oti c e  
h o w  C hristi a ns  ar e  b ei n g  tr e at e d b y  t h e 
n e ws  m e di a,  a n d  m a d e  f u n of  i n sit c o ms 
a n d  m o vi es.  W h e n  is t h e l ast ti m e a n y-

S e n.  B o b  D ol e,  R- K a n.,  st at e d 
d uri n g  t h e S e n at e  d e b at e  t h at his  
offi c e  w as  r e c ei vi n g 2, 0 0 0  p h o n e  
c alls p er  d a y  a g ai nst  G A T T/ W T O  
a n d  o nl y  t w o or  t hr e e c alls f or it. 
Y et,  h e  still v ot e d  f or it.

Ot h er  s e n at ors als o r e c ei v e d 
p h o n e  c alls  at  t h e r at e of  1, 0 0 0  t o 1 
a g ai nst  G A T T,  b ut  still v ot e d  f or it. 
C o n gr ess  v ot e d  t o m a k e  t h e U nit e d  
St at es  a  W orl d  Tr a d e  Or g a ni z ati o n  
m e m b er  d es pit e  t h e f a ct t h at t h e 
o nl y  p u bli c  o pi ni o n  s ur v e y  t a k e n o n  
t h e s u bj e ct ( Y a n k e k o vi c h) s h o w e d 
t h e A m eri c a n  p e o pl e  o v er w h el m 
i n gl y o p p os e d  t o it.

Is t h at d e m o cr a c y  i n a cti o n ? Is 
t h at t h e c h a n g e  t h e A m eri c a n  p e o pl e  
v ot e d  f or o n  N o v e m b er  8 ?  Or  is it 
bi g  g o v er n m e nt  b usi n ess  as  us u al ?

o n e  s a w eit h er  a  C hristi a n  or  a  mi nist er  
p ortr a y e d  i n a p ositi v e  li g ht ? T o d a y,  
C hristi a ns  ar e  p ortr a y e d  as ri g ht- wi n g 
f a n ati cs w h o  bl o w  u p  a b orti o n  cli ni cs,  
a n d  “ h o m o p h o b es "  w h o  h a v e  a n  i nt ol er
a n c e  of  alt er n ati v e  lif est yl es li k e h o m o 
s e x u alit y  a n d  l es bi a nis m. C hristi a ns  ar e  
p ortr a y e d  as  c h arl at a ns  li k e Br ot h er  I k e, 
Ji m m y B a k k er,  a n d Ji m m y S w a g g art.  
C hristi a ns  n e e d  t o “ w a k e  u p  a n d  s m ell 
t h e c off e e n  c o n c e mi n g  t h e ti m es i n w hi c h  
w e  ar e  li vi n g.

Si n c e  t h e P ersi a n  G ulf  W ar,  o ur  
C o n gr ess  a n d Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  h a v e  
c arri e d  t his p us h  t o a  w orl d  g o v er n m e nt  
b y  si g ni n g t w o w orl d  tr a d e a gr e e m e nts,  
c o m m o nl y k n o w n as N A F T A  a n d  
G A T T.  I w as  a m a z e d  t o h e ar  t h at m a n y  
c o n gr ess m e n  n e v er  r e a d t h e bill,  or  k n e w  
w h at  it c o nt ai n e d  b ef or e  t h e y v ot e d  o n  it. 
M ost  A m eri c a ns,  w h e n  as k e d,  di d  n ot  
k n o w  w h at  it w as  all a b o ut,  a n d  c o ul d  
n ot  e x pl ai n it. Y et,  w h e n  t h e y l e ar n e d 
m or e  a b o ut  t h es e t w o bills,  m a n y  t h oj 
s a n ds  of  A m eri c a ns  c all e d  t h eir s e n at ors  
a n d  c o n gr ess m e n  t o v ot e  a g ai nst  it. I n a n  
arti cl e i n t h e C o ns er v ati v e  C hr o ni cl e  
e ntitl e d “ P ersist e nt  Eff orts  T o w ar d  
W orl d  G o v er n m e nt, n  P h yllis  S c hl afl y  
writ es:

Aft er  Hill er's  T hir d  R ei c h's  f ail ur e at  
w orl d  d o mi n ati o n,  a n ot h er  att e m pt  w as  
m a d e.  I n f a ct, e v e n b ef or e  t h e e n d of  
W orl d  W ar  U,  t h e d esi g ns  f or t h e f or m
i n g of  t h e U nit e d  N ati o ns  w er e  o n  t h e 
dr a wi n g  b o ar d  of  t h e " alli e d  Bi g  T hr e e, M  
R o os e v elt,  C h ur c hill,  a n d St ali n.  F ol 
l o wi n g W orl d  W ar  U,  t h e s u c c essf ul  
est a blis h m e nt  of  t his r uli n g b o d y  w as  a  
r e alit y, t his li m e i n t h e U nit e d  St at es,  
wit h  h e a d q u art ers  i n N e w  Y or k  Cit y.  
H o w  c o ul d  t h e A m eri c a n  p e o pl e  r ej e ct it 
n o w ?  Of  c o urs e  m u c h  of  t h e fi n a n ci n g 
f or it c a m e fr o m t h e p o c k ets  of  t h e 
A m eri c a n  p e o pl e.

Si n c e  its est a blis h m e nt, t h e U nit e d  
N ati o ns  h as  h a d  s m all  s u c c ess  i n s ol vi n g  
w orl d  pr o bl e ms,  a n d  v er y  littl e p o w er.  
B ut  r e c e ntl y a r e birt h of  t h e U nit e d  
N ati o ns  h as  t a k e n pl a c e.  N ot  si n c e t h e 
d a ys  of  t h e R o m a n  E m pir e  h as  t h er e 
b e e n  a  r e al w orl d  g o v er n m e nt.  B ut  as  w e  
dr a w  cl os e  t o t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e,  t h er e is 
a gr e at  p us h  t o m o v e  t o w ar d a N e w  
W orl d  Or d er,  W h at  b ett er  w a y  t o s ol v e 
gl o b al  pr o bl e ms  t h a n t hr o u g h a gl o b al  
g o v er n m e nt ?

T h e  w h ol e  w orl d  w as  ast o nis h e d  
a n d  f oll o w e d t h e b e ast  M e n  w or 
s hi p p e d t h e dr a g o n  b e c a us e  h e  h a d  
gi v e n  a ut h orit y t o t h e b e ast, a n d  
t h e y als o  w ors hi p p e d  t h e b e ast  a n d  
as k e d,  “ W h o  is li k e t h e b e ast ?  W h o  
c a n  m a k e  w ar  a g ai nst  hi m ? "  ( R e v. 
1 3: 3 b,  4).

W h e n  t his s yst e m t a k es o v er,  t h e 
w h ol e  w orl d  will  b e  a m a z e d  at  its p o w er,  
a n d  t h e p e o pl e  of  t h e w orl d  will  w el 
c o m e  it. J ust t hi n k of  t h e b e n efits  of  a  
w orl d  g o v er n m e nt!  W e  w o ul d  h a v e  n o  
m or e  w ars;  w e  w o ul d  h a v e  e c o n o mi c  
st a bilit y, m or e  c o ntr ol of  f a mi n e a n d  
cri m e, p o p ul ati o n  c o ntr ol, a n d b ett er  
assist a n c e i n ti m es of  n at ur al  dis ast ers  
s u c h as e art h q u a k es, h urri c a n es  a n d  
fl o o ds. T hi n k  of  t h e b e n efits  i n t h e 
m e di c al  fi el d i n d e ali n g  wit h  p estil e n c e,  
dis e as e,  a n d  pl a g u es!  A  w orl d  g o v er n-

W h e n  is t h e l ast ti m e a n y o n e  s a w 
eit h er  a  C hristi a n  or  a  mi nist er  
p ortr a y e d  i n a  p ositi v e  li g ht ?
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[ T h e C h ur c h]  h as  a  s pirit of  sl u m b er 
i n r e g ar d  t o its 

s pirit u al  pr e p ar ati o n

I n c o n cl usi o n, I w a nt  t o q u ot e  t h e 
w or ds  a n  a n g el  s p o k e t o J o h n  i n R e v el a 
ti o n 1: 3:  " Bl ess e d  is t h e o n e  w h o  r e a ds 
t h e w or ds  of  t his pr o p h e c y,  a n d  bl ess e d  
ar e  t h os e w h o  h e ar  it a n d  t a k e t o h e art  
w h at  is writt e n  i n it, b e c a us e  t h e ti m e is 
n e ar. ”

Y es,  t h e ti m e is v er y  n e ar!

f or c e”  i n v a di n g o ur  citi es,  e v e n  if it 
is f or s u c h a  n o bl e  p ur p os e  a n d  di 
r e ct e d b y  a  U. N.  hi g h  c o m missi o n er.

U n d ert h e Cli nt o n a d mi nistr ati o n U. S.  
tr o o ps t a k e t h eir or d ers  fr o m t h e U. N.  
g e n er als. I n Cli nt o n's  o n e  h o ur  a n d  
t w e nt y mi n ut e  St at e  of  t h e U ni o n  a d
dr ess i n J a n u ar y, h e us e d t h e w or d  
“ gl o b al ”  a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n  i n m e nti o ni n g  
t h e n e e d  f or us  t o c o m p et e  i n a  u gl o b al  
e c o n o m y., , It s e e ms  n ot  t o m att er  w h et h er  
w e  v ot e  D e m o cr at  or  R e p u bli c a n,  w e  
ar e  still h e a d e d  t o w ar d t his N e w  W orl d  
Or d er.  All  of  o ur  li vi n g p ast  Pr esi d e nts  
s u p p ort e d  t h es e w orl d  tr a d e a gr e e m e nts,

H e  als o  f or c e d e v er y o n e,  s m all a n d  
gr e at,  ri c h a n d  p o or,  fr e e a n d  sl a v e, 
t o r e c ei v e a  m ar k  o n  his  ri g ht h a n d  or  
o n  his  f or e h e a d, s o  t h at n o  o n e  c o ul d  
b u y  or  s ell u nl ess  h e  h a d  t h e m ar k,  
w hi c h  is t h e n a m e  of  t h e b e ast  or  t h e 
n u m b er  of  his  n a m e.

i n s pit e of  t h e l a c k of  s u p p ort of  t h e 
A m eri c a n  p e o pl e.  O n e  of  t h e first st e ps 
e n  r o ut e t o t his gl o b al  o c c u p ati o n  h as  t o 
b e  m o n et ar y  a n d  e c o n o mi c  c o n c er ns.

As  y o u  c a n  s e e,  t h e s pirit u al f or c es of  
wi c k e d n ess  ar e alr e a d y  at w or k  as  w e  
r a c e t o w ar d t h e f ulfill m e nt of  R e v el a 
ti o n 1 3: 1 6, 1 7:

A W A K E!  A RI S E!  O C H U R C H O F  
G O D,  T H E  C R O W NI N G  D A Y  I S 
N E A R!

It is n't a n y  c oi n ci d e n c e  t h at 8 0  p er 
c e nt  of  t h e t h e l a m e d u c ks  i n C o n 
gr ess  v ot e d  pr o- G A T T.

T h e  d a y  aft er  t h e G A T T/ W T O  
v ot e,  t h e E ur o p e a ns  st art e d  g a n gi n g  
u p  i n a  bl o c  a n d  r o u n di n g u p  T hir d  
W orl d  Alli es  t o v ot e  f or t h eir c a n di 
d at e  f or W orl d  Tr a d e  Or g a ni z ati o n  
s e cr et ar y g e n er al a n d a g ai nst t h e 
U. S.  c a n di d at e.

W alt er  Cr o n kit e  h as  l o n g si n c e 
i d e ntifi e d hi ms elf  as  a  li b er al, b ut  I 
di d n *t  k n o w  u ntil  [r e c ei vi n g a  f u n d- 
r aisi n g] l ett er t h at t his l o n gti m e f a
t h er fi g ur e of  ni g htl y  T V  n e ws  w as  
s o c o m mitt e d  t o pl u n gi n g  A m eri c a  
i nt o w orl d  g o v er n m e nt

Cr o n kit e  ur g es  a  " gl o b al  c all "  f or 
" dr a m ali c c h a n g es " i n t h e U. N.  
C h art er  t o s et u p  " p er m a n e nt  U. N.  
p e a c e k e e pi n g  f or c es,,, < ka p er m a n e nt  
I nt er n ati o n al Cri mi n al  C o urt "  ( y o u 
c a n b et  it w o n't  h a v e  a n y Bill  of 
Ri g hts  g u ar a nt e es),  " a str o n g a n d  
w ell-f u n d e d  C o m missi o n  f or S us 
t ai n a bl e D e v el o p m e nt  t o pr ot e ct  t h e 
e art h's  at m os p h er e  a n d  o c e a ns, "  a n d  
u a str o n g a n d w ell-f u n d e d  Hi g h  
C o m missi o n er  of  H u m a n  Ri g hts "  
(t h at s ur el y is n't c o nstit uti o n al  t er
mi n ol o g y).

All  of  t h es e c h a n g es  ar e  d esi g n e d  
t o b e  p art of  a "r ei n vi g or at e d'' U nit e d  
N ati o ns  t h at will  b e  a bl e  "t o f or g e 
g e n ui n e,  e nf or c e a bl e i nt er n ati o n al 
s ol uti o ns ? 1 T h e  U N's  5 0t h  a n ni 
v ers ar y  t his s pri n g is t h e d at e  w h e n  
all  t his is s u p p os e d t o h a p p e n.

T h es e  c h a n g es i n o ur  c o nstit u 
ti o n al f or m of  g o v er n m e nt  mi g ht  
s o u n d t o o " w a y o ut " f or m a n y  
A m eri c a ns  t o r es p o n d  p ositi v el y.  B ut  
d o n *t  b e  t o o s ur e.

B U T  T H A T' S  N O T  A L L.  
Cr o n kit e  h ol ds  o ut  t h e e x p e ct ati o n  
t h at a  r ei n vi g or at e d U nit e d  N ati o ns  
will  e v e n s ol v e o ur  U. S.  d o m esti c  
dr u g  pr o bl e m.  T h at's  a t all or d er!  
It's h ar d t o s e e h o w t h e U nit e d  
N ati o ns  c o ul d p ossi bl y  s ol v e o ur  
d o m esti c  dr u g  pr o bl e m.

Or  t h at w e  w o ul d  w a nt  it t o! T h e  
A m eri c a n  p e o pl e ar e u nli k el y  t o 
a c c e pt a f or ei g n " p e a c e k e e pi n g

W e  k n o w  t h es e t hi n gs m ust  c o m e  t o 
p ass,  a n d  t h e n t h e e n d  will  c o m e.  W e  ar e  
t ol d t o t h e n l o o k u p  a n d  lift o ur  h e a ds  f or 
o ur  r e d e m pti o n is n e ar. B ut  m y  bi g  
c o n c er n is f or t h e sl e e pi n g C h ur c h  i n 
t h es e l ast d a ys.  If it is n ot  t ot all y asl e e p,  
it h as  a  s pirit  of  sl u m b er  i n r e g ar d t o its 
s pirit u al pr e p ar ati o n.  W h er e  will  y o u  b e  
at  Mi d ni g ht ?  ( M att. 2 5: 1- 1 3).

W e  ar e  t ol d t h at i n t h e l ast d a ys  G o d  
will  s e n d  a  str o n g,  p o w erf ul  d el usi o n,  s o 
t h at p e o pl e  w o ul d  b eli e v e  t h e li e ( 2 
T h ess.  2: 1 1).  W e  ar e  als o  t ol d t h at t h er e 
will  b e  a gr e at  f alli n g a w a y, a n d t h at 
m a n y  will  b e  d e c ei v e d ( M att. 2 4: 1 0,  
1 1).  W e  s e e t h e f ulfill m e nt of  t his i n 
m a n y  of  o ur  c h ur c h es.

W e,  as  C hristi a ns,  s h o ul d n ot  p ut  o ur  
f ait h i n m e n  or  t h e p oliti c al  p arti es  t h e y 
r e pr es e nt. W e  s h o ul d tr ust i n t h e L or d,  
a n d l o o k t o His  W or d  f or g ui d a n c e,  
i nf or m ati o n a n d  w ar ni n g  as  w e  s e e  t hi n gs 
c o m e t o p ass.  J es us s ai d, " B e h ol d! I 
c o m e  q ui c kl y  a n d  m y  r e w ar d is wit h  m e,  
a n d  I will  gi v e  t o e v er y o n e  a c c or di n g  t o 
w h at  h e  h as  d o n e *,  ( R e v. 2 2: 1 2).  W e  
k n o w  t h at p art  of  t h at r e w ar d will  b e  
G o d's  N e w  W orl d  u n d er  t h e l e a d ers hi p 
of  C hrist.  It will  b e  a ki n g d o m, a n d  
C hristi a ns  will  b e  pri ests,  t o s er v e o ur  
G o d  a n d t o r ei g n o n  t h e e art h ( R e v. 
5: 1 0).
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I S R A E L S H A L L  E N D U R E
G o d  pr o mis e d  t h at H e  w o ul d  n e v er  all o w  Isr a el t o b e  

d estr o y e d:

T h us  s a ys t h e L or d,  W h o  gi v es  t h e s u n  f or li g ht b y  
d a y,  a n d  t h e fi x e d or d er  of  t h e m o o n  a n d  t h e st ars 
f or li g ht b y  ni g ht,  W h o  stirs u p  t h e s e a s o t h at its 
w a v es  r o ar; T h e  L or d  of  h osts  is His  n a m e:  If t his 
fi x e d or d er  d e p arts  fr o m b ef or e  m e,  d e cl ar es  t h e 
L or d,  t h e n t h e offs pri n g  of  Isr a el als o  s h all c e as e  
fr o m b ei n g  a  n ati o n  b ef or e  M e  f or e v er. T h us  s a ys 
t h e L or d,  If t h e h e a v e ns  a b o v e  c a n  b e  m e as ur e d,  
a n d t h e f o u n d ati o ns of  t h e e art h s e ar c h e d o ut  
b el o w,  t h e n I will  als o  c ast  off  all  t h e offs pri n g  of  
Isr a el f or all  t h at t h e y h a v e  d o n e,  d e cl ar es  t h e L or d  
(J er. 3 1: 3 5- 3 7).

T hr o u g h  n u m er o us  p ers e c uti o ns  i n hist or y  m a n y  h a v e  
att e m pt e d  t o d estr o y  Isr a el —  al w a ys  f aili n g. O nl y  if t h e 
est a blis h e d  p att er ns  of  n at ur e  w er e  t o b e  r e m o v e d c o ul d  
Isr a el e v er  b e  er a di c at e d.  T h afs  a  pr ett y  g o o d  g u ar a nt e e  
of  c o nti n uit y.

T h e  p e o pl e  of  Isr a el w er e  c h os e n  b y  G o d  t o b e  t h e 
o bj e cts  of His  l o v e, t h e pri m ar y  r e ci pi e nts of  t h e W or d  of  
G o d  ( R o m. 3: 2),  t h e r a c e a n d n ati o n  fr o m w hi c h  t h e 
M essi a h  w o ul d  b e  b o m,  a n d  t h e n ati o n al  r e pr es e nt ati v es 
of  t h e Al mi g ht y  t o h u m a nit y.  W h e n  t h e y c a m e  o ut  of  
E g y pt  G o d  s ai d t o t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el:

Y o u  ar e  a h ol y  p e o pl e  t o t h e L or d  y o ur  G o d;  t h e 
L or d  y o ur  G o d  h as  c h os e n  y o u  t o b e  a  p e o pl e  f or 
His  o w n  p oss essi o n  o ut  of  all  t h e p e o pl es  w h o  ar e  
o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e e art h.  T h e  L x)r d  di d  n ot  s et His  
l o v e o n  y o u  n or  c h o os e  y o u  b e c a us e  y o u  w er e  m or e  
i n n u m b er  t h a n a n y  of  t h e p e o pl es,  f or y o u  w er e  t h e 
f e w est of  all  p e o pl es,  b ut  b e c a us e  t h e L or d  l o v e d 
y o u  a n d k e pt  t h e o at h  w hi c h  H e  s w or e t o y o ur  
f or ef at h ers, t h e L or d  br o u g ht  y o u  o ut ... ( D e ut. 
7: 6- 8).

G o d  s el e ct e d t h e m f or His  p ur p os es.  D u e  t o t h at di vi n e  
s el e cti o n t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el h a v e  al w a ys  b e e n  a  si g n t o 
t h e w orl d  of  t h e d esi g n  a n d  f ait hf ul n ess of  G o d.  As  w e  
c at al o g  v ari o us  t e xts c o n c er ni n g  Isr a el w e  c a n s e e t h e 
si g n at ur e of  G o d  o n  Isr a el i n t hr e e w a ys  t h at m a k e  t h e m 
a  si g n t o t h e w orl d.

T h e o d or  H er z el  c o n v e n es  t h e First  Zi o nist  
C o n gr ess  i n S wit z erl a n d  t o w or k  t o w ar d t h e es 
t a blis h m e nt of  a  n ati o n.
B alf o ur  D e cl ar ati o n  i n w hi c h  Brit ai n,  e x er 
cisi n g  j uris di cti o n o v er  P al esti n e  as  a  r es ult of  
W orl d  W ar  I, f a v ors t h e est a blis h m e nt of  a  
n ati o n al  h o m e  f or  t h e J e ws i n P al esti n e.
As  a  r es ult of  U nit e d  N ati o ns'  a cti o n  f oll o w
i n g W orl d  W ar  II, P al esti n e  is di vi d e d  i nt o t w o 
p arts:  o n e  f or t h e Ar a bs,  o n e  f or t h e J e ws. T h e  
J e wis h  st at e  of  Isr a el is b o m!  Is ai a h f or et ol d t h e 
s u d d e n n ess  of  t h e n ati o n's  birt h:

B ef or e  s h e tr a v ail e d, s h e br o u g ht  f ort h; b e 
f or e h er  p ai n  c a m e,  s h e g a v e  birt h  t o a  b o y.  
W h o  h as  h e ar d  s u c h a  t hi n g ? W h o  h as  s e e n

A  s e c o n d r e as o n t o k n o w  t h at Isr a el will  e n d ur e is 
b e c a us e  G o d  is pr es er vi n g  t h e m o ut  of  f ait hf ul n ess t o t h e 
p atri ar c hs.  * * Fr o m  t h e st a n d p oi nt  of  G o d's  c h oi c e  t h e y ar e  
b el o v e d  f or t h e s a k e of  t h e f at h ers * * ( R o m. 1 1: 2 8).

T hir d,  Isr a el will  e n d ur e  b e c a us e  G o d  still h as  a  w or k  
f or t h e m t o d o.  I n all e g or y  f or m P a ul  c o m p ar es  Isr a el t o 
t h e br a n c h es  of  a n  oli v e  tr e e t h at w er e  c ut  off  b ut  will  b e  
gr aft e d  b a c k  i nt o t h e tr e e a g ai n:

T h e y  als o  if t h e y d o  n ot  c o nti n u e  i n t h eir u n b eli ef,  
will  b e  gr aft e d  i n; f or G o d  is a bl e  t o gr aft  t h e m i n 
a g ai n.  F or  if y o u w er e  c ut off  fr o m w h at  is b y  n at ur e  
a wil d  oli v e  tr e e, a n d w er e  gr aft e d  c o ntr ar y t o 
n at ur e  i nt o a  c ulti v at e d  oli v e  tr e e, h o w  m u c h  m or e  
s h all t h es e w h o  ar e  t h e n at ur al  br a n c h es  b e  gr aft e d  
i nt o t h eir o w n  oli v e  tr e e ( R o m. 1 1: 2 3,  2 4).

At  t h e c o mi n g  of  C hrist  t h e n at ur al  br a n c h es  (Isr a el) will  
b e  r est or e d. Isr a el is b ei n g  pr es er v e d  f or a  f ut ur e mi nistr y  
w hi c h  Is ai a h, Z e c h ari a h  a n d  s e v er al ot h er  pr o p h ets  d e 
s cri b e d  f or us.  G o d's  pr es er v ati o n  of  Isr a el is a  si g n t o t h e 
w orl d  of His  s o v er ei g nt y a n d  f ait hf ul n ess t o His  pr o m 
is es.

- •

B y  St e p b

I S R A E L' S M O D E R N  HI S T O R Y
T h o u g h  t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el h a v e  b e e n s c att er e d  

t hr o u g h o ut t h e w orl d,  G o d  h as  b e e n  m o vi n g  i n t h e p ast  
c e nt ur y.  H e  is pr e p ari n g  t h e st a g e  f or Isr a efs di vi n e  f u
t ur e t hr o u g h t h e e v ol uti o n  of  a  p oliti c al  st at e. C o nsi d er  
t h es e mil est o n es:
1 8 9 7
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□  B ol h o u s

I S R A E LI F U T U R E
T h e  p e o pl e  of  Isr a el will  c o nti n u e  t o b e  a  si g n t o t h e

All  of  t his m o d e m  hist or y  s h o ws  us  t h at G o d  is g etti n g  
r e a d y t o w or k  wit h  Isr a el. T h e y  ar e  His  si g n t o t h e w orl d  
t h at H e  is still i n c o ntr ol.  As  y o u  s e e t h e h a n d  of  Pr o vi 
d e n c e  i n Isr a efs c o nt e m p or ar y  hist or y  —  s e e G o d!

C O N C L U SI O N
Isr a el h as  al w a ys  b e e n  a n d  will  al w a ys  b e  a  si g n t h at 

p oi nts  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t o G o d.  T h e  si g n  of  Isr a el b e g a n  
w h e n  G o d  first c all e d  t h e p e o pl e  o ut  of  E g y pt;  it is a  si g n 
w hi c h  will  c o nti n u e  i nt o t h e r ei g n of  C hrist  It is a  si g n 
w hi c h  w e  m ust  n ot  i g n or e, f or Isr a el is G o d's  si g n t o us  
of  His  f ait hf ul n ess t o His  r e d e m pti v e pl a ns. 一

w orl d  i nt o t h e mill e n ni al  a g e.  T h e  gr e at est  r e g at h eri n g of  
Isr a el as  a  p e o pl e  will  o c c ur  u n d er  t h e r ei g n of  C hrist:

It will  c o m e  a b o ut  i n t h at d a y  t h at t h e n ati o n  will  
r es ort t o t h e r o ot of  J ess e,  w h o  will  st a n d  as asi g n al  
f or t h e p e o pl es;  a n d His  r esti n g pl a c e  will  b e  
gl ori o us.  T h e n  it will  h a p p e n  o n  t h at d a y  t h at t h e 
L or d  will  a g ai n  r e c o v er t h e s e c o n d  ti m e wit h  His  
h a n d  t h e r e m n a nt of  His  p e o pl e,  w h o  will  r e m ai n, 
fr o m Ass yri a,  E g y pt,  P at hr os,  C us h,  El a m,  S hi n ar,  
H a m at h,  a n d  fr o m t h e isl a n ds of  t h e s e a. A n d  H e  
will  lift u p  a st a n d ar d f or t h e n ati o ns,  a n d will  
ass e m bl e t h e b a nis h e d  o n es  of  Isr a el, a n d will

g at h er  t h e dis p ers e d  of  J  u d a h  fr o m t h e f o ur c o m ers  
of  t h e e art h  (Is a. 1 1: 1 0- 1 2).

N ot e  t h at t h e "r o ot  of  J ess e”  一  J es us  C hrist  —  is t h e o n e  
w h o  is t h e si g n al a n d  c a us e  f or t his ulti m at e  r e g at h eri n g 
of  Isr a el t o h er  h o m el a n d.

O n e  p ur p os e  of  t h e r e g at h eri n g of  Isr a el b y  J es us is 
t h eir n ati o n al  c o n v ersi o n. Isr a el will  fi n all y r e c o g ni z e 
a n d  a c c e pt  J es us as  t h eir M essi a h.  Z e c h ari a h  s a ys:

I will  p o ur  o ut  o n  t h e h o us e  of  D a vi d  a n d  o n  t h e 
i n h a bit a nts of  J er us al e m, t h e S pirit of  gr a c e  a n d  of  
s u p pli c ati o n, s o t h at t h e y will  l o o k o n  M e  w h o m  
t h e y h a v e  pi er c e d;  a n d  t h e y will  m o ur n  f or Hi m,  as  
o n e  m o ur ns  f or a n  o nl y  s o n, a n d  t h e y will  w e e p  
bitt erl y  o v er  Hi m,  li k e t h e bitt er  w e e pi n g  o v er  a  
first- b or n. I n t h at d a y  t h er e will  b e  gr e at  m o ur ni n g  
i n J er us al e m . . . I n t h at d a y  a f o u nt ai n will  b e  
o p e n e d  f or t h e h o us e  of  D a vi d  a n d  f or t h e i n h a bi
t a nts of  J er us al e m,  f or si n a n d  f or i m p urit y ( 1 2: 1 0, 
1 1;  1 3: 1).

T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  t ells us,  "t h us  all  Isr a el will  b e  s a v e d; 
j ust as it is writt e n,  t h e D eli v er er  will  c o m e  fr o m Zi o n.  H e  
will  r e m o v e u n g o dli n ess  fr o m J a c o b. A n d  t his is M y  
c o v e n a nt  wit h  t h e m, w h e n  I t a k e a w a y  t h eir si ns " ( R o m. 
1 1 : 2 6,2 7). T h er e  will  b e  a  gr e at  r e p e nt a n c e b y  t h e r a c e of  
Isr a el a n d  t h e s al v ati o n  ofJ es us  will  at  l ast b e  a c c e pt e d  b y  
t h os e f or w h o m  it w as  ori gi n all y  i nt e n d e d.

Isr a el will  b e  a  si g n b y  f ulfilli n g h er  ori gi n al  missi o n  
— t o b e  a  li g ht of  G o d's  s al v ati o n  t o t h e n ati o ns  (Is a. 4 9: 6;  
A cts  1 3: 4 7).  T h e  n ati o n  a n d  t h e ki n g d o m  w hi c h  will  n ot  
s er v e  Isr a el will  p eris h  (Is a. 6 0: 1 2).  T h e  p e o pl e  of  Isr a el 
will  h a v e  a mi g ht y  t e a c hi n g mi nistr y  t o t h e w orl d  t o 
d e cl ar e  t h e Al mi g ht y:  "I n t h os e d a ys  t e n m e n  fr o m t h e 
n ati o ns  of e v er y  l a n g u a g e will  gr as p  t h e g ar m e nt of a  J e w 
s a yi n g,  L et  us  g o  wit h  y o u,  f or w e  h a v e  h e ar d  t h at G o d  is 
wit h  y o u ”  ( Z e c h. 8: 2 3).

s u c h t hi n gs ? C a n  a  l a n d b e  b o m  i n o n e  d a y ?  
C a n  a  n ati o n  b e  br o u g ht  f ort h all  at  o n c e ?  As  
s o o n  as  Zi o n  tr a v ail e d, s h e  als o  br o u g ht  f ort h 
h er  s o ns ( 6 6: 7, 8).

I n t h e J u n e  Si x  D a y  W ar,  Isr a el g ai ns  t h e ol d  
cit y  of  J er us al e m, t h e W est  B a n k,  G a z a  stri p,  
Si n ai  p e ni ns ul a  a n d  G ol a n  h ei g hts.
I n t h e O ct o b er  Y o m  Kj p p ur  W ar  E g y pt  a n d  
S yri a  att a c k  Isr a el. Isr a el c o u nt er att a c ks  a n d  d e 
f e ats h er  e n e mi es.
C a m p  D a vi d  A c c or d — p e a c e  tr e at y b et w e e n  
Isr a el a n d  E g y pt
J er us al e m d e cl ar e d  t h e c a pit al  ofisr a el.  S e v 
er al  n ati o ns  of  t h e w orl d  d e n o u n c e  t h e a cti o n.

1 9 9 1 M a dri d  P e a c e  C o nf er e n c e;  s u p er p o w ers  
c o m p el  t h e Mi d dl e  E ast er n  p arti es  t o n e g oti at e  
a  p e a c ef ul  s ettl e m e nt t o t h eir diff er e n c es.

1 9 9 3  A gr e e m e nt  b et w e e n  Isr a el a n d  t h e P L O  gr a nt 
i n g s elf- g o v er n m e nt  f or P al esti ni a ns  i n J eri c h o 
a n d  G a z a  r e gi o ns.

1 9 9 4  D e cl ar ati o n  b et w e e n  Isr a el a n d  J or d a n r e
n o u n ci n g  t h e hist ori c  b elli g er e n c y  of  a  4 6- y e ar  
st at e of  w ar,  a n d  pl e d gi n g  t o w or k  f or a  f or m al 
p e a c e  tr e at y.
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T h e  Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n
A  Hist ori c al  P ers p e cti v e

“ W h at  s h all b e  t h e si g n of  y o ur  c o mi n g ? "  3.  u [ W h a ^) b

J U N E,  J U L Y, 1 9 9 5T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 1 4

b y  E d w ar d  B e n d er  

P elz er,  S C

h e n  t h e w or d  "tri b ul ati o n " is dis 
c uss e d it bri n gs  t o mi n d  s e v er al 
m aj or  pr o p h eti c  t e xts of  t h e Bi bl e.  
S o m e  ar e: 1 J n. 2: 1 8- 2 2;  4: 1- 3;  2  
J n. 7;  2  T h ess.  2;  a n d  M att.  2 4.

T h e  w or d  “ a nti- c hrist "  is o n e  of  t h e first t er ms t h at 
c o m es  t o mi n d  w h e n  dis c ussi n g  pr o p h e c y.  M ost  will  
b e  s h o c k e d t o k n o w  t h at t his w or d  o nl y  a p p e ars  fi v e 
ti m es i n t h e S cri pt ur es  —  all  i n 1 a n d  2  J o h n.  T o d a y,  
w e  oft e n  t hi n k of  " a nti "  as  d es cri bi n g  s o m e o n e w h o  
is a g ai nst  a  c ert ai n  pri n ci pl e,  s u c h as  U a nti- A m eri-  
c a n. ”  H o w e v er,  t h e w or d  is us e d  diff er e ntl y  i n t h e 
S cri pt ur es.  " A nti, " a c c or di n g t o A  Gr e e k- E n glis h  
L e xi c o n  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  b y  A m dt/ Gi n gri c h,  is 
us e d  "i n  or d er  t o i n di c at e t h at o n e  p ers o n  or  t hi n g is, 
or  is t o b e,  r e pl a c e d b y  a n ot h er,  i nst e a d of,  i n pl a c e  of  
・ ・ ・ " ( p. 7 3).  T h e  f oll o wi n g S cri pt ur es  s er v e as  g o o d  
e x a m pl es  of  t h e m e a ni n g  of  " a nti ": " B ut w h e n  h e  
h e ar d  t h at Ar c h el a us  di d  r ei g n i n J u d e a i n t h e r o o m 
[i n  t h e pl a c e]  of  his  f at h er H er o d,  h e  w as  afr ai d  t o g o  
hit h er *,  ( M att. 2: 2 2).  “ If a  s o n s h all as k  br e a d  of  a n y  
of  y o u  t h at is a  f at h er will  h e  gi v e  hi m  a  st o n e ? or  if 
h e  as k  a  fis h, will  h e  f or a  fis h [i nst e a d  of  a  fis h] gi v e  
hi m  a  s er p e nt ? "  ( L k. 1 1: 1 1).  O n c e  w e  u n d erst a n d  t h e 
bi bli c al  m e a ni n g  of  " a nti "  as  s u bstit uti o n,  it is e as y  t o 
s e e t h at " a nti ・ c hrist " m e a ns  "s u bstit ut e  C hrist. "  T h e  
u a nti- c hrist[s] 0  ar e  p e o pl e  w h o  p ass  t h e ms el v es off  
as  r e pr es e nt ati v es of  C hrist  (s e e 2  C or.  1 1: 1 3- 1 5).  
T h e  R o m a n  C h ur c h's  r e pr es e nt ati v es h a v e  d o n e  t his 
f or c e nt uri es.

A n ot h er  as p e ct  of  t h e Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n  is t h e f a ct 
t h at, pri or  t o it, t h er e will  b e  “ a f alli n g a w a y " ( 2 
T h ess.  2: 3).  Str o n gs  C o n c or d a n c e  d efi n es  t h e Gr e e k

w or d  f or u f alli n g a w a y " ( a p ost as y) as u d ef e cti o n  
fr o m t h e tr ut h... f ors a k e. " Lit er all y,  t h er e m ust  b e  a  
d e p art ur e  fr o m t h e t e a c hi n gs of  G o d  a n d His  S o n,  
J es us  C hrist.  O n e  of  t h e m ost  s eri o us  of  t h es e err ors  
c a m e,  a c c or di n g  t o t h e A p ostl e  J o h n,  w h e n  d e c ei v ers  
t a u g ht " n ot [t h at] J es us C hrist  is c o m e  i n t h e fl es h. 
T his  is a  d e c ei v er  a n d  a n  a nti- c hrist "  ( 2 J n. 7).  T h e  
t e a c hi n g t h at J es us is n ot  t h e o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n  
G o d  b ut  t h e i m m ort al G o d  of  Cr e ati o n  is t h e s pirit 
a nti- c hrist. T his  t e a c hi n g ori gi n at e d  fr o m p ers o ns  
w h o  w er e  o n c e  t h e s ai nts of  t h e C h ur c h.  A g ai n,  t h e 
R o m a n  C h ur c h  pr o m ot e d  t h e t e a c hi n g of  t h e Tri nit y.  
A c c or di n g  t o J o h n's l ett ers t his t e a c hi n g w as  e v e n  
ar o u n d  w hil e  J o h n  w as  ali v e.  H e  c alls  its pr o p o n e nts  
d e c ei v ers.

T h e  " a nti- c hrist "  or  u m a n  of  si n ”  " o p p os et h  a n d  
e x alt et h  hi ms elf  a b o v e  all  t h at is c all e d  G o d  ...s o t h at 
h e  as  G o d  sitt et h  i n t h e t e m pl e of  G o d "  ( 2 T h ess.  2: 4).  
T h e  w or d  "sitt et h " is t h e w or d  “ c at h e dr al " ( k ai h- 
i d'z o), i m pl yi n g t o s et, a p p oi nt,  s ettl e,  or  d w ell.  u E x  
c at h e dr a's  t h e e x pr essi o n  us e d  t o d es cri b e  t h e P o p e' 、  
w or ds  as h e  s p e a ks fr o m t h e s e at offi ci all y;  s u c h 
offi ci al  c o m m u ni c ati o ns ar e c o nsi d er e d i nf alli bl e. 
T h er e  h a v e  b e e n ti m es w h e n  h e  h as pr o cl ai m e d  
hi ms elf  t h e Vi c ar  of  C hrist,  a n d G o d  o n  t h e e art h.  
C o m p ar e  t h at t h o u g ht wit h  t h e r est of  2  T h ess.  2.

W h e n  t h e Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n  is m e nti o n e d  m ost  of  
us  t ur n o ur  t h o u g hts t o M att h e w  2 4.  J es us w as  o n  t h e 
M o u nt  of  Oli v es  t e a c hi n g t h e dis ci pl es  w h e n  t h e y 
as k e d hi m  t hr e e q u esti o ns: 1. u W h e n  s h all t h es e 
t hi n gs b e ? ”  (<l T h er e  s h all n ot  b e  l eft h er e  o n e  st o n e 
u p o n  a n ot h er, t h at s h all n ot  b e  t hr o w n d o w n. ”)2.
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t w e e n t h e e n d  of  t h e Gr e at  Tri b ul a 
ti o n a n d t h e S e c o n d  C o mi n g  of  
J es us, e arl y 1 8 0 0s t hr o u g h mi d-  
1 9 0 0s.

C.  M att.  2 4: 2 9  —  Tr a nsiti o n  p eri o d  
b et w e e n  t h e e arl y si g ns a n d t h e 
p h ysi c al  si g ns of  His  c o mi n g,  l at e 
1 7 0 0s  t hr o u g h t h e pr es e nt  ti m e.

i n. M att.  2 4: 3 0- 3 1  —  Si g ns  of  t h e lit
er al  e n d  of  t h e a g e.  T his  is a  d es cri p 
ti o n of  t h e e v e nts  t h at will  cl os e  o ut  
t his a g e  a n d  us h er  i n t h e o n e-t h o u 
s a n d  y e ar  r ei g n of  C hrist  s p o k e n  of  
i n R e v.  2 0: 1- 6.

s h all b e  t h e si g n] of  t h e e n d of  t h e 
w orl d  ? n

A  si m pl e o utli n e  of  M att h e w  2 4  is 
pr o vi d e d  b el o w.

I L u ... a n d  w h at  s h all b e  t h e si g n  of  t h y 
c o mi n g,  a n d  of  t h e e n d  of  t h e w orl d ? ”  
“ E n d "  i n t his t e xt is c o ns u m m ati o n  
of  t h e a g e "'

A.  “ Gr e at  tri b ul ati o n”  ( M att. 2 4: 2 1, 2 2)  
— fr o m 5 3 6  A D  - 1 7 9 6 A D.  A  
p eri o d  w h e n  s o m e w h er e b et w e e n  
5 0  a n d  7 0  milli o n  p e o pl e  w er e  kill e d.

:B.  M att.  2 4: 2 3- 2 8  —  T h e  ti m e b e-

I will  s u m m ari z e s o m e of  t h e a b o v e  
o utli n e.  T h e  p a p al  R o m a n  E m pir e  l ast e d 
t w el v e h u n dr e d  a n d si xt y y e ars,  fr o m 
5 3 6  t o 1 7 9 6.  D uri n g  t h at ti m e s o m e  5 0  t o 
7 0  milli o n  p e o pl e  w er e  p ut  t o d e at h,  
m ost  of  t h e m J e ws a n d  C hristi a ns  w h o  
b eli e v e d  i n t h e O N E  T R U E  G O D.  T h er e  
n e v er  will  b e  a p ers e c uti o n  li k e t his 
a g ai n  b e c a us e  t h er e ar e  n ot  5 0  milli o n  
tr u e C hristi a n  b eli e v ers  w h o  t e a c h t h e 
O N E  T R U E  G O D.  If t his ti m e h a d  n ot  
b e e n  s h ort e n e d  b y  t h e s u p pr essi o n  of  t h e 
ar m y of  p a p al R o m e  i n 1 7 7 3 G o d *s  
C h ur c h  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  t ot all y d e 
str o y e d ( M att. 2 4: 2 1, 2 2).

"I m m e di at el y  aft er  t h e tri b ul ati o n of  
t h os e d a ys  s h all  t h e s u n  b e  d ar k e n e d * *  ( v. 
2 9).  It s h o ul d b e  p oi nt e d  o ut  t h at aft er  
t h e s u p pr essi o n of  t h e ar m y  a n d  b ef or e  
t h e a ct u al  e n d  of  t h e 1 2 6 0  y e ars,  t h er e 
w as  d ar k n ess  o v er  all  of  N ort h  A m eri c a  
o n  M a y  1 8, 1 7 8 0.  C o n c er ni n g  t his e v e nt,  
t h e A dl er  Pl a n et ari u m  a n d  Astr o n o mi 
c al  M us e u m  st at e d: " T h e  q u esti o n  of  a  
pr e v aili n g  d ar k n ess  o v er  N ort h  A m er 
i c a is still u nr es ol v e d,  a n d w e  ar e n ot  
a bl e  t o off er  a n  e x pl a n ati o n.  It is c ert ai n  
t h at n o  s ol ar e cli ps e  o c c urr e d  o n  t h at 
d at e. "

M a n y  b eli e v e  t h at t h os e w h o  h ol d  t h e 
hist ori c al  i nt er pr et ati o n of  pr o p h e c y  
t e a c h t h at all  tri b ul ati o n a n d  p ers e c uti o n  
f or t h e C h ur c h  is o v er.  T HI S  I S N O T  
A C C U R A T E!  It is i m p ort a nt t h at w e

I. “ T ell  us,  w h e n  s h all  t h es e t hi n gs b e ? n

A.  M att.  2 4: 4- 1 2  —  G e n er al  si g ns t o 
pr e c e d e  e a c h  of  t h e t hr e e p eri o ds.

1. M att.  2 4: 6  —  u t h e e n d  is n ot  y et, M  
i. e. d estr u cti o n  of  J er us al e m, 7 0  
A D.

a. T his  w or d  " e n d " is t h e Gr e e k  
w or d  t e V- os, m e a ni n g  " a p oi nt  
ai m e d  at  as  a  li mit. " T his  is n ot  
t h e s a m e  w or d  us e d  i n M att.  2 4: 3  
t o d es cri b e  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e.

B.  M att.  2 4: 1 3- 2 0  —  A  d es cri pti o n  of  
t h e d estr u cti o n  of  J er us al e m i n 7 0  
A D.

1.  M att.  2 4: 1 3, 1 4  —  u e n d, n  s a m e  as  
2 4: 6.  It is i m p ort a nt t h at w e  cl e arl y  
u n d erst a n d  t h at t h e " e n d "  s p o k e n

、 of  i n v ers es  1 3  a n d  1 4  is n ot  r ef er
ri n g t o t h e c o ns u m m ati o n of  t h e 
a g e,  b ut  r at h er t h e e n d  of  J er us a 
l e m. C o m p ar e  t h e t w o diff er e nt  
Gr e e k  w or ds.

2.  M att. 2 4: 1 4 一 G os p el  of  ki n g d o m  
pr e a c h e d  i n all  t h e w orl d.

a.  T his  w as  a c c o m plis h e d  i n P a ul  *  s 
d a y:  S e e  C ol.  1: 5, 6, 2 3;  es p e ci all y  
R o m.  1: 8;  1 6: 1 9.

b.  “ W h e n  t h e S o n  of  m a n  c o m et h,  
s h all h e  fi n d [t h e] f ait h o n  t h e 
e art h ? "  ( L k. 1 8: 8).

c.  “ S a b b at h ” ( v. 2 0) —  d uri n g  
J e wis h er a,  n ot  C hristi a n.

A ut h or's  n ot e:  I h a v e  writt e n  a  2 0- p a g e  
p a p er  t h at d o es  t his s u bj e ct m u c h  m or e  
j usti c e t h a n d o es  t his s h ort arti cl e. If 
r e q u est e d I will  s e n d a  c o p y  t o y o u.

cl arif y  t h e diff er e n c e  b et w e e n  U tri b ul a- 
ti o nM  a n d  * T h e  Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n ? *  T h e  
Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n  is p ast  as w e  h a v e  
s h o w n a b o v e.  H o w e v er,  t h e C h ur c h,  as  
l o n g as  it is i n e xist e n c e,  will  h a v e  tri b u
l ati o n. " W e m ust  t hr o u g h m u c h  
tri b ul ati o n e nt er i nt o t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d ”  ( A cts 1 4: 2 2). “ Y e a,  a n d  all t h at 
will  li v e g o dl y  i n C hrist  J es us  s h all  s uff er 
p ers e c uti o n  ( 2 Ti m.  3: 1 2; cf.J n.  1 6: 3 3).  
H o w e v er,  t h e Bi bl e  is j ust as  cl e ar  t h at 
n o  pr a cti ci n g  b eli e v er  will  e v er  e n d ur e  
t h e wr at h  of  t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d,  u t h e 
wr at h  of  G o d  u p o n  t h e c hil dr e n  of  dis-  
o b e di e n c e "  ( E p h. 5: 6).  ' F or G o d  h at h  
n ot  a p p oi nt e d  us  t o wr at h,  b ut  t o o bt ai n  
s al v ati o n b y  o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist "  ( 1 
T h ess.  5: 9).  T h e  tr u e s ai nts will  b e  pr o 
t e ct e d fr o m t h e wr at h  a n d  i n di g n ati o n of  
t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d  j ust as Isr a el w as  
pr ot e ct e d  fr o m t h e l ast pl a g u es.  Wr at h  
c o m es  fr o m t h e h a n d  of  G o d  b ut  p ers e 
c uti o n  or  tri b ul ati o n is pl a c e d  o n  m a n  b y  
m a n.

J ust  b e c a us e  t h e Gr e at  Tri b ul ati o n  is 
p ast  is n o  si g n t h at w e  c a n  t a k e it e as y.  
W e  s h o ul d  b e  pr a yi n g  a n d  f asti n g w hil e  
t h e bri d e gr o o m  is a w a y  (s e e M att  9: 1 4,  
1 5).  G e n ui n e  f oll o w ers of  t h e O n e  Tr u e  
G o d  a n d  His  S o n  J es us C hrist  will  b e  
p ers e c ut e d  b e c a us e  of  t h eir f ait h a n d  
c o n vi cti o n.  W e  n e e d  t o d a y t o b e  hi di n g  
G o d's  W or d  i n o ur  h e arts  ( mi n ds a n d  
b ei n gs)  s o  w h e n  t h at h o ur  c o m es  w e  will  
b e  a bl e  t o st a n d.

I c o u ns el  t h e e t o b u y  of  m e  g ol d  tri e d 
i n t h e fir e, t h at t h o u m a y est  b e  ri c h; 
a n d  w hit e  r ai m e nt, t h at t h o u m a y est  
b e  cl ot h e d,  a n d  t h at t h e s h a m e  of  t h y 
n a k e d n ess  d o  n ot  a p p e ar;  a n d  a n oi nt  
t hi n e e y es  wit h  e y es al v e,  t h at t h o u 
m a y est  s e e. As  m a n y  as I l o v e, I 
r e b u k e a n d c h ast e n:  b e  z e al o us  t h er e
f or e, a n d  r e p e nt ( R e v. 3: 1 8, 1 9).
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b y  H ollis  P artl o w e  

Or e g o n,  I L

U R  S A VI O U R' S  R E T U R N  
WI L L  i n cl u d e t w o m aj or  as 
p e cts.  O n e  as p e ct r ef ers t o 
C hrist's  c o mi n g i nt o t h e air  
f or t h e c h ur c h.  T h e  ot h er  as 

p e ct  r ef ers t o C hrisfs  c o mi n g  t o t h e e art h  wit h  
t h e c h ur c h,  T h e  first as p e ct  c o n c er ns  C hris 
ti a ns; t h e s e c o n d  as p e ct  c o n c er ns  Isr a el a n d  t h e 
n ati o ns.  I n t h e first as p e ct,  C hristis  r e v e al e d as  
L or d  a n d  Bri d e gr o o m;  i n t h e s e c o n d,  H e  is r e
v e al e d  as  M essi a h  a n d  Ki n g.  T h e  first as p e ct  is 
t h e bl ess e d  h o p e  of  C hristi a ns;  t h e s e c o n d as 
p e ct  will  r es ult i n t h e cl e a nsi n g  a n d  e x alt ati o n  
ofisr a el.  S o m e  Bi bl e  st u d e nts  d es cri b e  t h e first 
as p e ct  of  C hrist's  c o mi n g  as  t h e "r a pt ur e, "  a n d  
t h e s e c o n d  as p e ct  as  t h e "r e v el ati o n. "  C hrist's  
c o mi n g/ br  t h e c h ur c h  will  pr e c e d e  His  c o mi n g  
wit h  t h e c h ur c h  ( Dr. Al v a  G.  H uff er,  S yst e m 
ati c  T h e ol o g y,  p p.  4 9 1).

St u d e nts  w h o  h ol d  t h e f ut uristi c i nt er pr et ati o n 
of  pr o p h e c y  s e e t h e first 6 9  w e e ks  ( 4 8 3 y e ars)  as  
hist or y,  a n d t h e l ast w e e k  ( 7 y e ars)  as f ut ur e. 
P er h a ps  n o  o n e  w o ul d  p ut  t h e C h ur c h  i n t h e first 
6 9  w e e ks.  W h y  p ut  t h e C h ur c h  i n t h e 7 0t h,  si n c e 
all  7 0  w e e ks  w er e  d e cr e e d  u p o n  Isr a el ? It is c all e d  
“ t h e ti m e of  J a c o b's [Isr a el's] tr o u bl e. " It's n e v er]  
c all e d  “ t h e ti m e of  t h e C h ur c h's  tr o u bl e. "

J es us c all e d  it " gr e at tri b ul ati o n " a n d a d d e d  
t h at u nl ess  t h at ti m e p eri o d  is s h ort e n e d n o  fl es h 
w o ul d  b e  s a v e d, " b ut f or t h e el e ct's  s a k e t h os e 
d a ys  s h all b e  s h ort e n e d” ( M att. 2 4: 2 1,  2 2). h  
s e e ms pr ett y  cl e ar  t h at t h e el e ct  i n t his c o nt e xt  is 
Isr a el. I n t his Oli v et  dis c o urs e,  J es us  s p e a ks  of  t h e 
S a b b at h  d a y,  t h e T e m pl e,  s a crifi c es, u gr e at  dis 
tr ess i n t h e l a n d a n d wr at h  u p o n  t his p e o pl e/  
J er us al e m, a n d u t his p e o pl e ” b ei n g  “ l e d a w a y  
c a pti v e  i nt o all  n ati o ns > ,, et c.  ( L u k e 2 1: 2 3, 2 4).  It 
w o ul d  s e e m  str a n g e  t o a p pl y  t h at t er mi n ol o g y t o 
t h e C h ur c h.  It d o es n't  s e e m  t o fit. B esi d es,  D a ni el  
w as  t ol d t wi c e i n o n e  v ers e  t h at t his u n pr e c e 
d e nt e d  "ti m e of  distr ess ”  w as  t o b e  u p o n  < 4 y o ur  
p e o pl e ” 一  Isr a el ( D a n. 1 2: 1).  T h e  C h ur c h  is 
h ar dl y,  if at  all,  i n vi e w  i n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt.

D a ni el' s  7 0  W e e k s  of  Pr o p h e c y  f or I sr a el
D a ni el  9: 2 4- 2 7  c o nt ai n  a  c o m pr e h e nsi v e  pr o 

gr a m  f or Isr a el fr o m t h e pr o p h et's  d a y  u ntil  t h e 
ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is s et u p.  M ost  st u d e nts s e e t h e 
t ot al ti m e p eri o d  as  4 9 0  y e ars.  It s e e ms cl e ar  t h at 
t h e e ntir e  p eri o d  ( 7 x 7 0 =  4 9 0  y e ars)  w as  d e cr e e d  
u p o n  "t h y p e o pl e, M  D a ni efs  p e o pl e,  Isr a el, a n d  
"t h y h ol y  cit y, ”  J er us al e m. T o  r e a d t h e C h ur c h  
i nt o t his ti m e fr a m e is c o ntr ar y  t o t h e w h ol e  t e n or 
of  D a ni el.  If w e  g et  off  o n  t h e wr o n g  f o ot h er e,  
wit h  t his b asi c  pr o p h e c y,  w e  will  b e  off  tr a c k 
f art h er d o w n  t h e r o a d.

T hr e e  Gr o u p s  of  M a n ki n d  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 3 2)
All  of  m a n ki n d  is di vi d e d  i nt o t hr e e gr o u ps  —  

t h e J e ws, t h e G e ntil es  a n d t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.  
P er h a ps  i g n ori n g t his k e y  v ers e  is t h e c a us e  of  
m u c h  of  t h e c o nf usi o n  as  t o w hi c h  gr o u ps  ar e  i n or  
o ut  of  t h e tri b ul ati o n p eri o d.  T o  r e a d t h e C h ur c h ^ ^
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ar e  t o b e  c o n v ert e d  a n d  s e al e d ( R e v. 7;  
1 4: 1- 5).  I n a d diti o n  t o t h e m, t h er e is a  
w h ol e  m ultit u d e  c o n v ert e d " of  all n a
ti o ns a n d ki n dr e ds,  a n d p e o pl e a n d  
t o n g u es”  ( R e v. 7: 9).

T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  C h ur c h  d o es  n ot  
i n cl u d e s ai nts of  all  a g es.  It di d  n ot  e xist  
u ntil  J es us  c a m e  a n d  b uilt  it ( M att 1 6: 1 8).  
I n f a ct t h e r e v el ati o n of  t h e C h ur c h  w as  
a  “ m yst er y "  (s e cr et) u ntil  t h e ti m e of  t h e 
A p ostl es  ( E p h. 3 : 2- 8; C ol. 1 : 2 4- 2 6;R o m.  
1 6: 2 5). T h e  C h ur c h  w as  n ot  f or m e d 
u ntil  t h e J e ws  r ej e ct e d t h eir M essi a h  a n d  
t h e ki n g d o m  H e  c a m e  t o est a blis h.  T h e  
f o ur G os p els  m a k e  t h at cl e ar.

R e al  e vi d e n c e  t h at t h e C h ur c h  m ust  
e n d ur e  t h e tri b ul ati o n p eri o d  is l a c ki n g. 
T h e  C h ur c h  is a n  or g a nis m  q uit e  disti n ct  
fr o m b eli e v ers  i n t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  
p eri o d  a n d b eli e v ers  i n t h e tri b ul ati o n 
p eri o d  as w ell.  T h at  p eri o d  is J e wis h 
ti m e, t h e s e v e nti et h  w e e k  d e cr e e d  u p o n  
Isr a el. N e v er  ar e tri b ul ati o n s ai nts r e
f err e d t o as t h e C h ur c h  ( e k kl esi d), t h e 
b o d y  of  C hrist,  t h e i n d w elt b y C hrist,  t h e 
bri d e  of  C hrist,  t h e s u bj e ct  of  tr a nsl ati o n 
(r a pt ur e), or  as  h a vi n g  b e e n  b a pti z e d  b y  
t h e S pirit.  T h e  C h ur c h  is u ni q u e  i n h er  
c alli n g,  n at ur e  a n d  ti m e.

T h e  tri b ul ati o n p eri o d  c o n c er ns  t hr e e 
cl ass es:  ( 1) t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el; ( 2) t h e 
p a g a n  G e ntil e  w orl d;  ( 3) t h e s ai nts, or  
el e ct,  w h o  will  li v e i n t h at gr e at  ti m e of  
tr o u bl e. T h e  w or d  e k kl esi a  ( c h ur c h) is 
n e v er  us e d  i n a tri b ul ati o n p ass a g e,  t o 
t h e b est  of  m y  k n o wl e d g e.  If t h e C h ur c h  
is s e e n i n t h e tri b ul ati o n, t h e b ur d e n  of  
pr o of  t o l o c at e it is o n  t h os e w h o  s o 
t e a c h.

T h e  L a st  Tr u m p et
( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 1,  5 2)

M u c h  of  t h e dis c ussi o n  a b o ut t h e 
tri b ul ati o n is f o c us e d o n  t h e "l ast  tr u m p " 
w hi c h  is s o m eti m es c o nf us e d  wit h  t h e 
s e v e n  tr u m p ets of R e v el ati o n  8- 1 1. 1  s e e 
n o  r el ati o n b et w e e n  t h e t w o. T h e  l ast 
tr u m p et is a  c o m m a n d  f or t h e d e a d  i n 
C hrist  t o a w a k e, t o aris e, t o p ut  o n

i m m ort alit y a n d  b e  gl orifi e d  wit h  C hrist.  
T h e  tr u m p ets of  R e v el ati o n  a n n o u n c e  
G o d's  wr at h  o n  si n a n d  r e b elli o n. T h e  
“ l ast tr u m p”  h as  n o  r el ati o n t o Isr a el, t h e 
n ati o ns  or  t h e u ns a v e d  d e a d.  It c o n c er ns  
t h e C h ur c h  o nl y.  T h e  “ l ast tr u m p”  m ust  
b e  u n d erst o o d  t h e n t o r el at e t o t h e ti m e 
or d er  i n di c at e d b y  t h e c o nt e xt. T h e  
p ur p os e  of  t his tr u m p et is t o ass e m bl e  
t h e C h ur c h.  T h e  r e as o n t h at it is c all e d  
t h e l ast tr u m p et is t h at it is t h e fi n al 
si g n al of  t his a g e. It t er mi n at es t h e 
C h ur c h's  a cti viti es  i n t his lif e a n d  h er 
al ds  t h e gl a d  d a y  of  m e eti n g  h er  L or d.  It 
is n ot  s o u n d  t h e ol o g y t o c arr y  t h e t h o u g ht 
b e y o n d  t his a n d  l o c at e iti n a n ot h er  ar e a  
of  u nr el at e d  S cri pt ur e.

T h e  us e  of  tr u m p ets w as  v er y  c o m 
m o n  i n t h e Gr e e k  a n d  R o m a n  w orl d  of 
N e w  T est a m e nt  ti m es. P a ul  di d  n ot  gi v e  
t h e C ori nt hi a ns  a n y  i n di c ati o n of  w h at  
h e m e a nt  b y "t h e l ast tr u m p. " T his 
i m pli es t h at t h e y alr e a d y  k n e w  w h at  h e  
m e a nt  b y  t h e t e m x O n e  h as  t o ass u m e  
t h at.

I n t h e a n ci e nt  w orl d,  tr u m p ets w er e  
s o u n d e d t o ass e m bl e f or b attl e,  t o at 
t a c k, t o r etr e at, t o r e ass e m bl e aft er  b attl e.  
T h e n  t h e l ast tr u m p et w as  s o u n d e d t o 
h e a d  f br h o m e.  T his  is pr o b a bl y  t h e 
t er mi n ol o g y P a ul  w as  usi n g.  I n J e wis h 
w ars  t h e l ast tr u m p et s o u n d e d w as  t h e 
tr u m p et of  r e ass e m bl y or  r et ur n fr o m 
b attl e.  E x a m pl es  ar e  f o u n d i n 2  S a m u el  
1 8: 1 6  a n d  2 0: 2 2.  T his  w as  als o  f a mili ar 
t o t h e p e o pl e  of  P a ul's  d a y.  It w as  i n 
c o m m o n us e  i n c o n n e cti o n wit h  t h e 
R o m a n  ar m y.  O nl y  t h os e li vi n g i n s u b
missi o n  t o t h e tr u m p et w o ul d  r es p o n d t o 
its si g n al.  T h e  tr u m p of  G o d  ass o ci at e d  
wit h  t h e r a pt ur e of  t h e C h ur c h  will  h a v e  
t h e s a m e  ki n d  of  f u n cti o n or  p ur p os e  as  
t h e l ast tr u m p et of  b attl e  i n t h e a n ci e nt  
w orl d.  P er h a ps  f or t his r e as o n, P a ul  
c all e d  it "t h e l ast tr u m p. "

It m ust  als o  b e  p oi nt e d  o ut  t h at t h e 
b o o k  of  R e v el ari o n,  wit h  its r e v el ati o n 
c o n c er ni n g  all  s e v e n tr u m p ets, w as  n ot  

( C o nti n u e d o n  B a c k  C o v er)

T h e  C h ur c h  N ot  i n Vi e w  i n 
R e v el ati o n  4- 1 8

T his  l e n gt h y p ass a g e  f o c us es o n  t h e 
^• gr e at  tri b ul ati o n. I n t h e i ntr o d u cti o n t o 

t his gr e at  pr o p h eti c  b o o k  ( c h. 1),  a n d  i n 
t h e s e v e n l ett ers t o t h e s e v e n hist ori c al  
c h ur c h es  ( c hs. 2,  3),  t h e C h ur c h  { e k kl e
si a, u a  p e o pl e  c all e d  o ut ” )is m e nti o n e d  
at  l e ast 1 6  ti m es, b ut  it is n ot  m e nti o n e d  
a g ai n u ntil  c h a pt er  1 9,  at  t h e m arri a g e  
s u p p er. W h y ?

T his  p ass a g e  is us u all y  e q u at e d  wit h  
t h e s e v e nti et h w e e k  of  D a ni el,  "J a c o b's  
tr o u bl e”  (J er. 3 0: 3- 8),  t h e U gr e attri b ul a-  
ti o n”  ( M att. 2 4: 2 1, 2 2),  a n d  t h e "ti m es  of  
tr o u bl e s u c h as n e v er  w as  si n c e t h er e 
w as  a  n ati o n "  ( D a n. 1 2: 1).  T his  a g ai n  is 
J e wis h  ti m e ( D a n. 9: 2 4).  T h e  p ur p os e  of  
t his p eri o d  is n ot  t o p urif y  t h e C h ur c h.  It 
h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  p urifi e d  b y  t h e bl o o d  of  
C hrist.  "I n  a  m o m e nt,  i n t h e t wi n kli n g of  
a n  e y e "  t h e C h ur c h  will  b e  m a d e  i m m or
t al a n d gl orifi e d wit h  C hrist  ( 1 C or.  
1 5: 5 2).  T h e  m ai n  p ur p os e  of  t h e tri b ul a
ti o n is t o p urif y  Isr a el i n pr e p ar ati o n  f or 
h er  e x alt ati o n  i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

H o w e v er,  tri b ul ati o n s ai nts  ar e  cl e arl y  
gs e e n  i n t his p eri o d.  Tl w  1 4 4, 0 0 0  of  Isr a el

i nt o Isr a el's pr o gr a m  l e a ds t o u ns o u n d  
i nt er pr et ati o n. W h e n  t h e Bi bl e  writ ers  
us e  t h e t er m “ Isr a el " t h e y ar e  r ef erri n g 
t o t h e p h ysi c al  d es c e n d a nts  of  A br a h a m  
t hr o u g h his  gr a n ds o n  J a c o b  w h os e  n a m e  
w as  c h a n g e d  t o Isr a el.

As  w e  a p pr o a c h  a n y  p ass a g e  w e  m ust  
d et er mi n e  w hi c h  gr o u p  is i n vi e w.  W h o  
is s p e a ki n g, t o w h o m,  w h at  is t h e ti m e 
fr a m e, et c. ?  T o  i g n or e t his b asi c  r ul e of  
h er m e n e uti cs  is n ot  wis e  a n d  will  l e a d t o 
n ot hi n g  b ut  c o nf usi o n. T his  a p pr o a c h  
c ert ai nl y c o m m e n ds t h e t w o- p h as e 
c o mi n g  of  C hrist.  Ot h er  vi e ws  us u all y  
tr a nsf er t h e pr o p h e ci es  of  Isr a el t o t h e 
C h ur c h  i n a s pirit u al m et h o d  of  
h er m e n e uti cs. T his c o n c e pt is us u all y  
i d e ntifi e d wit h  a mill e n ni alis m.  Pr e mill e-  
n ari a ns  r ej e ct it wit h  v er y  f e w e x c e p 
ti o ns.
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R a pt ur e  of  t h e F ait hf ul:  W h e n ?
A  P ost- Tri b ul ati o n  Vi e w
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b y  G or d o n  L a n dr y  

Or e g o n,  I L

tr u m p. If t his l ast tr u m p is n ot  t h e l ast tr u m p et of  
R e v el ati o n  1 1,  w hi c h  l ast tr u m p is it ?

T h e  T h ess al o ni a n  t e xt d e pi cts  w h at  h as  c o m e  t o 
b e  c all e d  “ t h e r a pt ur e,M  i. e., t h e c at c hi n g  a w a y  of  
t h e s ai nts  t o m e et  t h e L or d  i nt h e air as H e  d es c e n ds  
wit h  t h e p o w er  a n d a ut h orit y t o est a blis h His  
F at h er's  Ki n g d o m  h er e  u p o n  t h e e art h.  Y o u  
n ot e  t h at h er e,  t o o, t h e tr u m p et s o u n ds.  Is t h er e a n y ^ *  
r e as o n t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e t hr e e t e xts d o  n ot  h er al d  
t h e s a m e e v e nt ?

“ B ut, "  s o m e o n e  will  ar g u e,  “ P a ul  c o nti n u e d  i n 
1 T h ess al o ni a ns  5  wit h  t his st at e m e nt, ' G o d h at h  
n ot  a p p oi nt e d  us  t o wr at h,  b ut  t o o bt ai n  s al v ati o n  
b y  o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist' "  ( v. 9).  I n d e e d t his is 
tr u e. B ut  n oti c e  t h at i n t h e R e v el ati o n  S cri pt ur e  
G o d's  wr at h  is n ot  p o ur e d  o ut  u ntil  t h e gi vi n g  of  
r e w ar ds t o t h e s ai nts. Wit h  t h e s o u n di n g of  t h e 
ot h er  si x tr u m p ets, p u nis h m e nts  h a v e  b e e n  m et e d  
o ut  i n c at a cl ys mi c  e v e nts,  b ut  G o d *s  wr at h  h as  
b e e n  wit h h el d.  It is fi n all y u nl e as h e d  wit h  t h e 
s e v e nt h  tr u m p et. W h at  t h e s ai nts  will  e n d ur e  i n t h e 
cl osi n g  d a ys  of  m a n's  r ul e is t h e tri b ul ati o n. T h e  
tri b ul ati o n is n ot  G o d's  wr at h;  it is m a n's  wr at h  
p o ur e d  o ut  u p o n  G o d's  p e o pl e.  T h at  m a n y  of  
G o d's  s ai nts will  b e  sl ai n  d uri n g  t h e tri b ul ati o n is 
q uit e  e vi d e nt  fr o m R e v el ati o n  2 0: 4:

I s a w t hr o n es, a n d t h e y s at u p o n  t h e m, a n d  
j u d g m e nt w as  gi v e n  u nt o  t h e m: a n d  1 s a w t h e 
s o uls of  t h e m t h at w er e  b e h e a d e d  f or t h e wit 
n ess  of  J es us, a n d  f or t h e w or d  of  G o d,  a n d  
w hi c h  h a d  n ot  w ors hi p e d  t h e b e ast,  n eit h er  his

\ HI S  W RI T E R  H A S  H E L D  A L L  vi e ws  
| of  t h e c o mi n g  r a pt ur e. At o n e  ti m e, t h e
I pr e-tri b ul ati o n  r a pt ur e h el d  a  f as ci n a- 
匕 ti o n f or m e,  pr o b a bl y  b e c a us e  it r e- 

- l e as e d m e  fr o m t h e f e ar of  i m p e n di n g 
h orri bl e  t ort ur e. B ut  as  ti m e p ass e d  it s e e m e d  m or e  
r e as o n a bl e t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e C h ur c h  h a d  t o r e c o g
ni z e  t h e a nti c hrist  b ef or e  h e  att e m pt e d  t h e i nsi di
o us  cri m e  of  c o m pl et e  g e n o ci d e  u p o n  t h e f ait hf ul. 
O n e  h a d  t o k n o w  hi m  t o o p p os e  hi m.  Br o.  J a m es  
M attis o n  br o u g ht  t o m y  att e nti o n  a  c o m bi n ati o n  of 
v ers es  w hi c h  c o n vi n c e d  m e  t h at t h e s ai nts w o ul d  
g o  t h o u g h t h e tri b ul ati o n. T h at  c o m bi n ati o n of  
v ers es  is R e v el ati o n  1 1: 1 5;  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 5 1,  
5 2;  a n d  1 T h ess al o ni a ns  4: 1 5- 1 7.

T h e  t e xt i n R e v el ati o n  1 1  d es cri b es  t h e us h er 
i n g i n of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  b y  t h e s o u n di n g of  
t h e s e v e nt h (l ast) tr u m p et b y  t h e s e v e nt h a n g el.  
T h e  t w e nt y-f o ur el d ers  ( v. 1 6)  s ai d:

W e  gi v e  t h e e t h a n ks, O  L or d  G o d  Al mi g ht y,  
w hi c h  art,  a n d  w ast,  a n d  art  t o c o m e;  b e c a us e  
t h o u h ast  t a k e n t o t h e e t h y gr e at  p o w er,  a n d  
h ast  r ei g n e d. A n d  t h e n ati o ns  w er e  a n gr y,  a n d  
t h y wr at h  is c o m e,  a n d  t h e ti m e of  t h e d e a d,  t h at 
t h e y s h o ul d  b e  j u d g e d, a n d  t h at t h o u s h o ul d est 
gi v e  r e w ar d u nt o  t h y s er v a nts  t h e pr o p h ets,  a n d  
t o t h e s ai nts,  a n d  t h e m t h at f e ar t h y n a m e,  s m all 
a n d  gr e at;  a n d  s h o ul d est d estr o y  t h e m w hi c h  
d estr o y  [ c orr u pt] t h e e art h  ( w. 1 7,  1 8).

T h e  C ori nt hi a ns  S cri pt ur e  p ortr a ys  t h e r es ur
r e cti o n t a ki n g pl a c e  at t h e s o u n di n g of  t h e l ast
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I m m e di at el y aft er  t h e tri b ul ati o n of  
t h os e d a ys  s h all t h e s u n b e  d ar k 
e n e d,  a n d  t h e m o o n  s h all n ot  gi v e  
h er  li g ht, a n d  t h e st ars  s h all  f all fr o m 
h e a v e n,  a n d  t h e p o w ers  of  t h e h e a v 
e ns  s h all b e  s h a k e n; a n d  t h e n s h all 
a p p e ar  t h e si g n  of  t h e S o n  of  m a n  i n

S u m m er's  h er e,  F m  f airl y p ositi v e  
a b o uti L  E v er y o n e  is g etti n g  t h at br o w n  
as  a  b err y  c o m pl e xi o n  b e c a us e,  t h a n k 
G o d,  t h es u n h as w ar m e d  u p  o ur  w orl d.  
T h e  f ar m is l o o ki n g ali v e  wit h  cr o ps  
p o p pi n g  o ut  of  t h e s oil a n d gr e e n  
b e gi n ni n g  t o t a k e o v er  t h e d ar k  fi el ds.

M y  g ar d e n  is yi el di n g its e arl y  
s u m m er d eli g hts. As p ar a g us  (I 
dr e a m e d  of  t h e t ast e f or t h e l ast t hr e e 
m o nt hs),  r h u b ar b, cris p  r a dis h es, a n d  
t e n d er gr e e n  o ni o ns.  T h e  l ett u c e is 
n e arl y  bi g  e n o u g h  a n d  h o w  w o n d erf ul  
t h e first g ar d e n  s al a d  will  t ast e!

T h e  b a b y  c hi c ks  ar e  all  f e at h er e d 
o ut  a n d  t h e b e ef  c al v es  h a v e  n e arl y  all  
arri v e d.  M a m as  a n d  b a bi es  ar e  a n x 
i o us t o g o  o ut  t o p ast ur e  a n d  e at  gr ass.  
T a ki n g  t h e c o ws  t o p ast ur e  is a n  e v e nt

of  i m p ort a n c e, es p e ci all y  t o t h e gr a n d c hil 
dr e n.  W e  cr oss  t h e n ei g h b or's  f ar m a n d  s o 
n e e d  a  f e w p e o pl e  t o es c ort  t h e c o ws. A  
c o u pl e of  h ors es,  f o ur- w h e el ers a n d t w o 
pi c k u ps  fill e d or  ri d d e n b y  a d ults  a n d  c hil 
dr e n  f oll o w t h e p ar a d e  of  c o ws.  Q uit e  oft e n  
a  n e w b or n  c alf  h as  t o b e  c arri e d  b y  h ors e  
b e c a us e  h e  c a n't  k e e p  u p.  O n c e  t h er e t h e 
ki ds  will  h a v e  t o w al k  d o w n  t o t h e st o c k 
p o n d  a n d  t oss a  f e w st o n es.  B y  t h e ti m e w e  
g et  h o m e  e v er y o n e  is r e a d y f or  p o p c or n  a n d  
c o o ki es.  A n ot h er  f a mil y S u n d a y  aft er n o o n  
h as  s p e d  b y.  Y es,  it's r e all y s u m m er  n o w.

I t hi n k o n e  of  t h e t ur k e y h e ns  h as  b e g u n  
t o s et  T h e  n ests  h a v e  b e e n  hi d d e n  w ell  a n d  
I s e e  h er  o nl y  bri efl y  t o w ar d e v e ni n g  w h e n  
s h e l e a v es h er  n est  t o e at  S o o n  t h e ot h er  
h e ns  will  ass u m e  t h eir m at er n al  d uti es  t o o. 
P o or  ol d  t o m t ur k e y will  h a v e  t o st mt  a n d

gr e at est  of  all  tri b ul ati o ns is gr a p hi c all y  
o utli n e d  i n v ers es  2 1  a n d  2 2.  It will  s ur
p ass  t h e h orr ors  of  t h e Ass yri a ns,  w h o  
r eli e d o n  t al es of  t h eir vi ci o us n ess  t o 
stri k e f e ar i nt o t h e h e arts  of  t h eir e n e 
mi es.  It will  o ut d o  t h e atr o citi es  of  t h e 
B a b yl o ni a ns,  w h o  r el e ntl essl y s u b d u e d 
t h e ci vili z ati o ns  of  t h eir d a y.  It will  g o  
b e y o n d  t h e t err ors g e n er at e d  b y  r ut hl ess 
R o m a n  ar mi es,  w hi c h  gr o u n d  t h eir e n e 
mi es  t o d ust  a n d cr u cifi e d  h u n dr e ds  if 
n ot  t h o us a n ds. It will  s u p ers e d e  Hitl er's  
d e pr a vit y  a n d  h ei n o us n ess.  It will  e v e n  
s ur p ass St ali n's  hi d e o us n ess,  t o w h o m  
t h e d estr u cti o n  of  h u m a n  lif e w as  o nl y  a  
st e p pi n g  st o n e t o a m assi n g  p o w er.  T h at  
gr e at  tri b ul ati o n will  s e e  t h e d estr u cti o n  
of  u nt ol d  n u m b ers  of  C hristi a ns.  B ut  it 
will  als o  s e e t h e d efi ni n g  of  tr u e C hris 
ti a ns w h e n  t h e y ar e  tri e d i n t h e fir e. If w e  
ar e  a m o n g  t h at n u m b er,  l et us  pr a y  t o b e  
str o n g t o t h e d e at h.

h e a v e n:  a n d  t h e n s h all all  t h e tri b es 
of  t h e e art h m o ur n,  a n d  t h e y s h all 
s e e t h e S o n  of  m a n  c o mi n g  i n t h e 
cl o u ds of  h e a v e n  wit h  p o w er  a n d  
gr e at  gl or y  ( w. 2 9,  3 0).

s h o w off  t o t h e c hi c k e ns  f w a  w hil e.
T h er e  will  b e  n o  g e es e  t his y e ar  —  

t h e c o y ot es  t o o k all b ut  t w o g a n d ers  
t his wi n 效 .F 1I  miss  s e ei n g t h e g os 
li n gs ar o u n d.  I s u p p os e  e v e n  c o y ot es  
h a v e  t o e at.

L o v el y  c h e erf ul  fl o w ers n o d  t h eir 
h e a ds  i n m y  fl o w er g ar d e ns.  It's n ot  
h ar d  t o fi n d e n o u g h  t o m a k e  c ol orf ul  
b o u q u ets  f or c h ur c h.  I j ust n e e d  t o fi n d 
m or e  h o urs  t o c h as e  t h os e cr a z y  w e e ds  
a n d  gr u b  o ut  t h e q u a c k  gr ass.  If q u a c k  
gr ass  w er e  o n  t h e e n d a n g er e d  s p e ci es 
list F d  b e  et er n all y  gr at ef ul!

I d o  l o v e e arl y  s u m m er a n d  all  t h e 
gifts  of  n at ur e  C k xi  h as  gi v e  us.  E v e n  
q u a c k  gr ass  c a n  b e  e n d ur e d  b e c a us e  
t h e r e w ar ds of  t h e s e as o n  ar e  s o  gr e at!

— b y  J o y c e  H o us m a n

i m a g e, n eit h er  h a d  r e c ei v e d  his  m ar k  
u p o n t h eir f or e h e a ds, or  i n t h eir 
h a n ds;  a n d t h e y li v e d a n d  r ei g n e d 
wit h  C hrist  a  t h o us a n d y e ars.

S e c o n d  T h ess al o ni a ns  2: 7  is s o m e
ti m es us e d  t o tr y a n d pr o v e  t h at t h e 
p hr as e,  u h e  w h o  n o w  l ett et h [ hi n d ers] 
will  l et, u ntil  h e  b e  t a k e n o ut  of  t h e w a y, ”  
r ef ers t o a  pr e-tri b ul ati o n  r a pt ur e. T his  
c a n n ot b e. P a ul  e arli er b es o u g ht  t h e 
br et hr e n  u b y  t h e c o mi n g of  o ur  L or d  
J es us C hrist,  a n d b y  o ur  g at h eri n g  t o
g et h er  u nt o  hi m "  ( v. 1),  t h at t h e y b e  n ot  
s h a k e n or  tr o u bl e d t h at t h e d a y  of  t h e 
c o mi n g  of  C hrist  w as  i m mi n e nt. A  f all
i n g a w a y  h as  t o c o m e  first, s ai d P a ul,  
a n d  t h e m a n  of  si n h as  t o b e  r e v e al e d. H e  
will  sit “ i n t h e t e m pl e of  G o d,  s h e wi n g  
hi ms elf  t h at h e  is G o d "  ( v. 4).  W h o e v er  
or  w h at e v er  u h e  w h o  n o w  l ett et h " m a y  
b e,  it d o es  n ot  r ef er t o t h e s ai nts —  
u nl ess  it b e  i n a  “ f alli n g a w a y "  m o d e  ( v. 
3).

M att h e w  2 4  c o nt ai ns  a  v er y  pr e ci o us  
t o u n d erst a n di n g  t h e or d er  of  e v e nts  

■r el ati v e  t o t h e c o mi n g  of  C hrist.  It s h o ul d 
n ot  b e  dis p e ns ati o n ali z e d  a w a y. J es us 
w ar n e d  of  d e c e pti o n  e arl y  a n d  oft e n  i n 
t his dis c o urs e  ( w. 4,  5, 1 1, 2 3- 2 6).  T h e

T h er e  is n o  i n di c ati o n o n  J es us' p art  t h at 
H e  will  c o m e  p art w a y,  r e c ei v e His  s ai nts, 
w ait  wit h  t h e m f or s e v e n  y e ars  ( or e v e n  
t hr e e a n d a h alf  y e ars)  u p  i n t h e s k y 
s o m e w h er e, a n d t h e n c o m e o n  t o t h e 
e art h.  H e  will  r et ur n fr o m h e a v e n  as  H e  
w e nt  t o h e a v e n  ( A cts 1: 9- 1 1).  N ot hi n g  
is s ai d i n A cts  1 or  a n y w h er e  els e  a b o ut  
Hi m  h esit ati n g  f or t hr e e a n d a h alf  or  
s e v e n y e ars  o n  His  w a y  t o t h e F at h er's  
t hr o n e. H e  will  r et ur n i n t h e cl o u ds  of  
h e a v e n  as  H e  as c e n d e d  t o m e et  His  F a 
t h er. T h e  diff er e n c e  is t h at His  fri e n ds 
will  m e et  Hi m  o n  His  w a y  d o w n  a n d  will  
es c ort  Hi m  b a c k  t o e art h.  If  t h os e fri e n ds 
h a v e  di e d  or  b e e n  kill e d  b ef or e h a n d,  
t h e y will  b e  r es urr e ct e d b ef or e  m a ki n g  
t his j o ur n e y. If t h er e ar e fri e n ds still 
ali v e  w h e n  t h e ti m e c o m es,  t h e y will  b e  
c h a n g e d t o b e  li k e Hi m  b ef or e  t h e y 
m a k e  t h e j o ur n e y.

T h e  ti m e dr a ws  ni g h.  " B e  t h o u f ait h
f ul u nt o  d e at h,  a n d I will  gi v e  t h e e a  
cr o w n  of  lif e”  ( R e v. 2: 1 0). *
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B e h ol d  t h e m a n  w h os e  n a m e  is t h e B R A N C H;  
a n d  h e  s h all gr o w  u p  o ut  of  his  pl a c e,  a n d  h e  
s h all b uil d  t h e t e m pl e of  t h e L O R D:  E v e n  h e  
s h all b uil d  t h e t e m pl e of  t h e L O R D;  a n d h e  
s h all  b e ar  t h e gl or y,  a n d  s h all  sit  a n d  r ul e u p o n  
his  t hr o n e; a n d  h e  s h all b e  a pri est  u p o n  his  
t hr o n e: a n d  t h e c o u ns el  of  p e a c e  s h all b e  b e 
t w e e n t h e m b ot h  ( Z e c h. 6: 1 2 b- 1 3).

b y  E d  G oit

N ort h  T o n a w a n d a,  N Y

O D A Y  G O D' S  A N D  HI S  S O N  
J es us'  a d dr ess  is h e a v e n,  t o m or
r o w t h e e art h. J es us o ur  Hi g h  
Pri est,  pr es e ntl y  “ at t h e ri g ht 
h a n d  of  G o d, ^  ( R o m. 8: 3 4),  s o o n 

will  r et ur n t o e art h  as  H e  a n d  ot h ers  h a v e  
pr o mis e d.  Z e c h ari a h  d e cl ar e d:

W h e n  M essi a h  b uil ds  t his mill e n ni al  T e m pl e,  it 
will  b e  j ust as lit er al as t h e T a b er n a cl e  a n d t h e 
t e m pl es of  S ol o m o n  ( 9 6 2 B C),  Z er u b b a b el  ( 5 1 6 
B C)  a n d  H er o d  ( 2 0- 6 6 A D).

G o d's  W or d  pr o p h esi es  t h at J es us s h all s o o n 
r et ur n t o e art h  t o r e est a blis h G o d's  ki n g d o m  wit h  
t h e c o nstr u cti o n  of  t h e mill e n ni al  T e m pl e  as  o n e  of  
His  G o d- gi v e n  assi g n m e nts.  T his  r est or ati o n will  
o c c ur  i n t h e “ ti m es of  r estit uti o n” ( A cts 3: 2 1;  
1 5: 1 3- 1 6).  T his  will  bri n g  t o p ass  i n d u e  ti m e t h e 
pr o p h e c y,  “ B e h ol d,  t h e t a b er n a cl e of  G o d  is wit h  
m e n,  a n d  h e  will  d w ell  wit h  t h e m, a n d  t h e y s h all 
b e  his  p e o pl e,  a n d  G o d  hi ms elf  s h all  b e  wit h  t h e m, 
a n d  b e  t h eir G O D "  ( R e v. 2 1 : 3). A  cl assi c  J e wis h 
r es p o ns e t o c at astr o p h e  h as  b e e n  t o r e n e w lif e. T h e  
st at e of  Isr a el is a m o d e m  mir a cl e  m a nif est e d  
t hr o u g h its pr o cl a m ati o n  of  i n d e p e n d e n c e, M a y  
1 4,  1 9 4 8.  Isr a efs r attli n g s k el et o n ( E z e k. 3 7: 1-  
1 4),  s h a k e n b y  t h e Zi o nists,  f or et ells a G o d- di 

r e ct e d e x o d us  w h e n  H e  will  s e n d  m a n y  fis h ers a n d  
h u nt ers  t o r et ur n His  p e o pl e  t o t h eir l a n d fr o m all  
t h e l a n ds w h er e  H e  h as  dri v e n  t h e m (J er. 1 6: 1 4- 1 6;  
Is a. 1 1: 1 2).

Y est er d a y,  c hil dl ess A br a m  a n d S ar ai  a ct e d  
f o olis hl y b y  att e m pti n g  t o s p e e d  u p  G o d's  pl a n  of  
pr o mis e d  s e e d ( G e n. 1 6: 2- 4, 1 1- 1 2).  T o d a y,  s o m e 
of  Isr a el f e v eris hl y r us h t h e pr e p ar ati o ns  t o s p e e d 
u p  G o d's  pl a n  f or t h e r est or ati o n of  t h e T e m pl e  
a n d  t h e M essi a ni c  a g e.  I n pr o c ess  is t h e g at h eri n ^ K x  
a n d  ass e m bli n g  i n Isr a el of  T e m pl e  b uil di n g  s u p 
pli es,  s oli cit ati o n  of  m o ni es,  u ni v ersit y  st u di es  t o 
r est or e t h e a n ci e nt pr e c e pts  a n d st at ut es of  t h e 
M os ai c  l a w a n d  c o nsi d er ati o ns  of  t h e pri est h o o d  
a n d  pr es cri b e d  T e m pl e  w ors hi p.

T h e  Si x- D a y  W ar  of  1 9 6 7  r es ult e d i n Isr a efs 
s e c uri n g  t h e ol d  cit y  of  J er us al e m  a n d  t h e T e m pl e  
M o u nt  ar e a  f or t h e first ti m e i n n e arl y  t w o t h o u
s a n d y e ars.  J er us al e m's a c q uisiti o n h as  m a d e  
p ossi bl e  t h e T e m pl e's  r est or ati o n, r e-i m pl e m e nt
i n g T e m pl e  w ors hi p  a n d its d ail y  s a crifi c es a n d  
off eri n gs.

I b eli e v e  G o d's  W or d  i n di c at es t h at t h er e will  
b e  t w o m or e  t e m pl es b uilt  i n t h e J er us al e m ar e a.  
T h e  first is t o b e  b uilt  b y  s o m e of  Isr a el i m m e di- 
at el y b ef or e D a ni el's pr o p h esi e d  "s e v e nti et h  w e e k "  
or  d uri n g  t h e first h alf  of  t h at ti m e p eri o d  ( D a n. 
9: 2 4- 2 7).  T h e  s e c o n d  is t o b e  b uilt  b y  t h e M essi a h  
aft er  His  s e c o n d c o mi n g  a n d  t h e r e est a blis h m e nt 
of  G o d's  ki n g d o m  ( Z e c h. 6: 1 2 b- 1 3).

A p p ar e ntl y  t h e first T e m pl e's  e xist e n c e  is r e al
i z e d i n t h at ti m e p eri o d  w h e n  "t h e  pri n c e  t h at s h all 
c o m e ”  c o nfir ms  a  c o v e n a nt  of  p e a c e  wit h  Isr a el 
f or o n e  w e e k  a n d it r u pt ur es i n t h e mi dst  of  
w e e k  ( D a n. 9). I n Isr a el pr e p ar ati o ns  f or t hi S ^:



J o h n s e e ms  t o c o nfir m  t his:
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ti er, T or o nt o,  O n uri o:  Fr o nti er  R es e ar c h  P u b 
li c ati o ns, 1 9 9 0,  p.  6 3.

■  I bi d.、 p.  6 6.

T h e  a n g els  st e x xi s a yi n g,  " Ris e  a n d  
m e as ur e  t h e t e m pl e of  G o d,  t h e al 
t ar, a n d t h os e w h o  w ors hi p  t h er e. 
B ut  l e a v e o ut  t h e c o urt w hi c h  is 
o utsi d e  t h e t e m pl e, a n d  d o  n ot  m e as 
ur e  it, f or it h as  b e e n  gi v e n  t o t h e 
G e ntil es.  A n d  t h e y will  tr e a d t h e 
h ol y  cit y u n d er  f o ot f or f ort y-t w o 
m o nt hs, , ( R e v. 1 1: 1- 2,  N KJ V).

T h e  i m p ort a n c e of  t his ar c h a e ol o gi 
c al  r es e ar c h c a n n ot  b e  o v er esti m at e d.  
If Isr a el c a n  pr o v e  c o n cl usi v el y  t h at 
t h e ori gi n al  T e m pl e  st o o d i n t his 
o p e n  ar e a  n ort h  of  t h e D o m e  of  t h e 
R o c k,  t h e n it is c o n c ei v a bl e t h at 
t h e y c o ul d  r e b uil d t h e T e m pl e  h er e  
wit h o ut  dist ur bi n g t h e M usli m  
D o m e. 2

E n d n ot es
1 Gr a nt  R.  J effr e y, H e a v e n  t h e L ast  Fr o n-

T h e  Ar k.  of  t h e C o v e n a nt  r e m ai n e d i n 
t h e T e m pl e  u ntil t h e e n d of  Ki n g  
S ol o m o n's  r ei g n w h e n  it w as  r e m o v e d 
t o Et hi o pi a.  It is k n o w n  t h at it w as  n ot  
pr es e nt  i n t h e s e c o n d  T e m pl e  aft er  Isr a el 
r et ur n e d fr o m t h e B a b yl o ni a n  c a pti vit y  
i n 5 3 6  B C.  J er e mi a h  s p e a ks  of  its i m p or
t a n c e i n t h e f ut ur e (J er. 3: 1 5- 1 7).  T his  
pr o p h e c y  i m pli es a  cr u ci al  r ol e f or t h e 
Ar k  i n t h e e v e nts  l e a di n g u p  t o t h e r e
b uil di n g  of  t h e T e m pl e  a n d  its d e mis e.  
M u c h  r es e ar c h h as  b e e n  c o n d u ct e d i n 
As ks u m,  Et hi o pi a,  t h e a n ci e nt  c a pit al  of  
t h e Q u e e n  of  S h e b a,  c o n c er ni n g  t h e Ar k  
of  t h e C o v e n a nt.

I n a d diti o n  t o t h e l ost Ar k,  t h e as h es  
of  t h e r e d h eif er  ar e  als o  vit al  t o Isr a el's 
pl a ns  f or r e b uil di n g t h e T e m pl e.  T h e  
s a crifi c e of  t h e r e d h eif er  w as  vit al  i n 
a n ci e nt  Isr a el. A c c or di n g  t o t h e T al m u d  
a n d  r a b bis, it is ess e nti al  t h at Isr a el r es
u m e  t h e s a crifi c e of  t h e as h es  of  t h e r e d 
h eif er  i n or d er  t o cl e a ns e t h e T e m pl e  
M o u nt  a n d  pri est h o o d  ( N u m. 1 9: 2- 1 0).  
A c c or di n g  t o t h e Mis h n e h  T or a h  b y  
R a m b a m,  t h e c er e m o ni al  b ur ni n g  of  t h e 
r e d h eif er  h a p p e n e d  o nl y  s e v e n  ti m es i n 
J e wis h  hist or y:  o n c e  b y  M os es,  o n c e  b y  
E zr a  a n d  fi v e ot h er  ti m es u ntil  t h e d e 
str u cti o n of  t h e s e c o n d T e m pl e.  T h e  
as h es  w hi c h  r e m ai n e d fr o m e a c h  pr e vi-

^ ^tri b ul ati o n  T e m pl e  ar e s e nsiti v e, r eli

gi o us  a n d  p oliti c al.  T h e  M osl e m  D o m e  
of  t h e R o c k  is l o c at e d o n  t h e T e m pl e  
M o u nt  a n d  its r e m o v al c o ul d  pr e ci pit at e  
a h ol y  w ar  b et w e e n  t h e Ar a b  a n d  J e w. 
T his  pr o bl e m  is n ot  i ns ur m o u nt a bl e a n d  
t h e T e m pl e  will  b e  b uilt.  Its pr e cis e  
l o c ati o n is s u bj e ct t o di al o g u e.

J e wis h  T al m u di c  writi n gs  d ati n g  pri or  
t o t h e b ur ni n g  of  t h e T e m pl e  i n A D  7 0  
ar e q u ot e d  i n t h e Mis h n e h  T or a h  b y  
R a m b a m.  T h e y  d e cl ar e  t h at t h e T e m pl e  
w as  n ot  b uilt  d e a d  c e nt er  o n  t h e T e m pl e  
M o u nt,  t h e l o c ati o n n o w  o c c u pi e d  b y  
t h e D o m e  of  t h e R o c k.  " R a m b a m  st at es 
tli at ± e  T e m pl e  C o urt y ar d  w as ... s et  off  
f art h er fr o m t h e s o ut h er n ( w all) of  t h e 
T e m pl e  M o u nt  t h a n fr o m (t h e w all  of)  
a n y  ot h er  dir e cti o n.' *  R a m b a m  q u ot e d  
s o ur c es t h at d e cl ar e  t h at t h e T e m pl e  
its elf w as  sit u at e d dir e ctl y  o p p osit e  t h e 
E ast er  G at e  o n  t h e n ort h er n  p art  of  t h e 
T e m pl e  M o u nt.

R e c e nt  ar c h a e ol o gi c al  dis c o v eri es  b y  
A Dr.  As h er  K a uf m a n  a n d  t h e af or e  m e  n-  
^ Ri o n e d  T al m u di c  d o c u m e nt ar y  s o ur c es 

h a v e  c o n vi n c e d  m a n y  J e wis h a n d  e v a n 
g eli c al s c h ol ars t h at Ki n g  S ol o m o n's  
T e m pl e  w as  b uilt  i n t h e ar e a  n ort h  of  t h e 
D o m e  of  t h e R o c k.

I n r e c e nt y e ars  t h er e h as  b e e n a  
c o m p ar ati v el y  s e cr et  ar c h a e ol o gi c al  di g  
k n o w n  as  t h e W est er n  W all  E x c a v ati o n.  
Si n c e  t h e Si x- D a y  W ar,  Isr a eli ar c h a e 
ol o gists  h a v e  b e e n di g gi n g  a  t u n n el n ort h  
fr o m Wils o n's  Ar c h  al o n g t h e s a cr e d  
W est er n  W all.  T h er e  t h e e n or m o us  
H er o di a n  f o u n d ati o n st o n es, e a c h of  
w hi c h  m e as ur es  o v er  4 6  x  1 0  x  1 0  f e et, 
h a v e  b e e n  p h ot o gr a p h e d.  H u n dr e ds  of  
f e et b el o w  t h e a c c u m ul at e d r u b bl e of  
t h e r ui ns of  t h e T e m pl e,  t h e ar c h a e ol o 
gists  h a v e  u n c o v er e d  a li n k wit h  t h at 
tr a gi c d a y  w h e n  t h e R o m a n  ar m y  b ur n e d  
t h e T e m pl e.  It h as  b e e n  d o c u m e nt e d  t h at 
s o m e  of  t h e a ct u al  as h es  fr o m t h e b ur n 
i n g of  t h e T e m pl e  o n  t h e ni g ht  of  A v  i n 
A D  7 0  h a v e  b e e n  l o c at e d t h er e i n a  l ar g e 

^ ^ cr a c k  i n t h e f o u n d ati o ns of  t h e T e m pl e.  
1  R e n o w n e d  l e ct ur er a n d  a ut h or  Gr a nt  

R.  J effr e y st at es:

o us  s a crifi c e w er e  a d d e d t o t h e n e w  
as h es  t o pr o vi d e  c o nti n uit y,  a  p er p et u al  
s a crifi c e.

A  p ur e  r e d h eif er  is v er y  r ar e. Ti m e  
m a g a zi n e  r e p ort e d o n  O ct o b er  1 6, 1 9 8 9  
t h at t h e C hi ef  R a b bi  of  Isr a el s e nt  a  t e a m 
of  s ci e ntists t o E ur o p e  i n A u g ust  t o 
o bt ai n  fr o z e n e m br y os  of  a  br e e d  of  r e d 
h eif ers  w hi c h  will  b e  us e d  t o r ais e a  p ur e  
r e d h eif er  o n  a n  Isr a eli c attl e  r a n c h. T his  
r e p ort c o nfir ms  t h at J e wis h a ut h oriti es  
h a v e  d e ci d e d  t o c o n d u ct  a ni m al s a cri 
fi c es o n c e  m or e.  It is o b vi o us  t h at pr e p a 
r ati o ns f or a n ot h er  T e m pl e  i n J er us al e m  
pr o c e e d.

T w e nt y-si x  h u n dr e d  y e ars  a g o,  E z e k  - 
i el f or es a w t h e r e birt h of  Isr a el a n d  
d es cri b e d  t h e mill e n ni al  T e m pl e  i n m u c h  
d et ail  ( E z e k. 4 0: 1- 4 6: 2 4).  Isr a el a n d  t h e 
n ati o ns  will  s e e  t h e m a nif est e d  gl or y  of 
J es us C hrist  w h e n  H e  r et ur ns fr o m 
h e a v e n.  His  v ari e d  r ol es as  J u d g e,  Ki n g,  
T e a c h er,  S h e p h er d  a n d  R e d e e m er  will  
b e  s e e n b y  all. H e  will  r e c ei v e m e n's  
w ors hi p  as  a  p erf e ct  a n d  j ust p e a c e  c o m es  
f ort h fr o m J er us al e m.

J ust as  G o d  g a v e  M os es  t h e p att er n  
f or t h e T a b er n a cl e  ( E x. 2 5: 8- 9) a n d  
D a vi d  t h e pl a n  f or S ol o m o n's  T e m pl e  ( 1 
C hr o n.  2 8: 1 0- 1 3),  H e  g a v e  E z e ki el  t h e 
m ast er  pl a n  f or a  lit er al f ut ur e T e m pl e  i n 
t h e l a n d of  Isr a el ( E z e k. 4 1;  4 3: 1 0- 1 1).  
T h e  mill e n ni al  T e m pl e's  str u ct ur e, 
pri est h e x xi,  rit u al mi nistr y,  a n d  str e a m  
of  h e ali n g  w at ers  ar e  d es cri b e d  i n t his 
pr o p h e c y  i n gr e at  d et ail.  T h e  ar e a,  c o urt 
y ar d,  g at es,  c h a m b ers a n d w alls  ar e  
vi vi dl y  o utli n e d.  Its p ur p os e  will  b e  t o 
d e m o nstr at e  G O D' S  H O LI N E S S  t o t h e 
n ati o ns  i n a  c h a n g e d  Isr a el.

E z e ki efs  G o d- gi v e n  visi o n  r e v e als 
t h e i m p ossi bilit y of  its f ulfill m e nt i n a n y  
p ast  t e m pl e. Its r e ali z ati o n a w aits f ul
fill m e nt i n t h e s e c o n d a d v e nt  of  J es us 
C hrist  a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  of  t h e mil 
l e n ni al ki n g d o m,  s
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b y  Ji m  M attis o n
P elz er,  S C

H E  C O MI N G  T H O U S A N D- Y E A R  
r ul e of  C hrist  o n  e art h  is k n o w n  as  t h e 
mill e n ni u m.  J es us  will  c o m e  fr o m t h e 
ri g ht h a n d  of  G o d  i n h e a v e n  t o t h e 
e art h  a n d  r ul e a  t h o us a n d y e ars  u ntil  

all  e n e mi es  of  G o d  ar e  p ut  d o w n  ( 1 C or.  1 5 : 2 4- 2 6). 
It will  b e  t h e ti m e w h e n  t his e art h,  gr o a ni n g  u n d er  
t h e w ei g ht  of  si n, will  b e  r est or e d t o its E d e ni c  
c o n diti o n  ( A cts 3: 1 9- 2 1).

T h e  G ol d e n  A g e  will  b e gi n  wit h  C hrist  d e 
s c e n di n g  a n d  r es urr e cti n g t h e d e a d  ri g ht e o us  p e o pl e  
t o et er n al  lif e. T h e y  s h all r ei g n wit h  Hi m  d uri n g  
t his r est or ati o n ti m e ( R e v. 2 0: 6).  T h e  r est of  t h e 
d e a d  m ust  w ait  u ntil  t h e e n d  of  t h e t h o us a n d y e ars  
f or t h eir r es urr e cti o n, a n d  it will  b e  f or j u d g m e nt. 

T h e n,  C hrist  will  t ur n o v er  t h e cl e a ns e d  
a n d  r est or e d e art h  t o His  F at h er  s o t h at 
G o d m a y b e u alli n air(l  C or.  1 5: 2 8).

D uri n g  t his p eri o d  of  C hrist's  r ul ers hi p o v er  e art h,  
a  n u m b er  of  c h a n g es  will  t a k e pl a c e.  P er h a ps  t h e 
b est  w a y  t o d es cri b e  t h e mill e n ni u m  is t o s e e t h e 
c h a n g es  t h at will  t a k e pl a c e  i n e a c h  ar e a.

S ai nt s  I m m ort al

" W e s h all n ot  all sl e e p, b ut  w e  s h all all b e  
c h a n g e d ... t h e d e a d  s h all b e  r ais e d i n c orr u pti bl e, 
a n d  w e  s h all b e  c h a n g e d  ... t his c orr u pti bl e  m us —  
p ut  o n  i n c orr u pti o n, a n d  t his m ort al  m ust  p ut  o ， ' 
i m m ort alit y,, ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 1- 5 3).

W e  l o o k f or J es us t o c o m e fr o m h e a v e n  t o 
tr a nsf or m o ur  l o wl y b o di es  s o  t h e y will  b e  li k e His  
( P hil. 3: 2 1).

W e  w h o  ar e still ali v e at  J es us' c o mi n g will  
c ert ai nl y n ot  

pr e c e d e  
t h os e 

s ai nts
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m ultit u d es,  h o w  H e  h e al e d  t h e si c k a n d  
r est or e d bli n d  e y es  a n d  d e af  e ars.  W h y  
w o ul d n't  H e  d o  t h e s a m e w h e n  H e  h as  
all  p o w er  o n  e art h ?

G o d  h as  n ot  pr o mis e d  t o r est or e a n y  
of  m a n's  d oi n gs,  o nl y  

t h e g o o d  c o n diti o ns  G o d  p ut  h er e  
i n t h e b e gi n ni n g.

w h o  h a v e  di e d.  T h e  L or d  Hi ms elf  will  
c o m e  i n gr e at  gl or y  a n d  wit h  t h e tr u m p et 
of  G o d.  T h e  d e a d  C hristi a ns  will  ris e 
first, Aft er  t h at, t h e li vi n g C hristi a ns  
will  b e  c a u g ht u p  wit h  t h e m t o m e et  
C hrist  i n t h e air ( 1 T h ess.  4: 1 6- 1 7).  
T h e n,  C hrist  a n d  His  bri d e  will  d es c e n d  
t o g etli ert o e art h  w h er e  H e  will  b e gi n  t h e 
t h o us a n d- y e ar r ul e.

W orl d  P e a c e.  N o  M or e  W ar
W h e n  J es us  r ei g ns i n J er us al e m, t h e 

n ati o ns  of  e art h  will  tr a v el t o J er us al e m  
t o l e ar n of  G o d's  w a ys.  J es us will  s ettl e 
dis p ut es  f or m a n y  p e o pl e.  S w or ds  will  
b e  h a m m er e d  i nt o pl o ws,  a n d s p e ars 
i nt o pr u ni n g  h o o ks.  T h e  n ati o ns  will  n ot  
g o  t o w ar  a g ai nst  ot h er  n ati o ns.  M e n  will  
n ot  tr ai n f or w ar  a n y m or e  (Is a. 2: 1- 4).

Ps al m  7 2  is a M essi a ni c  Ps al m.  It 
t ells m a n y  t hi n gs a b o ut  C hrist's  r ei g n. 
O n e  is t h at p e a c e  will  a b o u n d. E v er y  
li vi n g t hi n g o n  e art h  will  b e  at  p e a c e.  
! N o  o n e  will  h ar m  a n ot h er.  T h e  e art h  
will  b e  f ull of  p e a c e  a n d G o d's  ri g ht
e o us n ess.

H e alt h.  N o  Si c k n e s s
N o  o n e  li vi n g i n J er us al e m  will  s a y, 

U I a m ill” (Is a. 3 3: 2 4)  a n d t h e s a m e 
e vi d e ntl y  will  b e  tr u e f or all  p e o pl e.  As  
J es us d estr o ys  t h e e n e mi es  of  G o d  a n d

P e a c e  a m o n g  A ni m als  a n d  M e n
T h e  l a m b a n d  w olf  will  li v e t o g et h er. 

S o  will  t h e littl e g o at  a n d t h e l e o p ar d. 
C o ws  will  f e e d wit h  b e ars.  Li o ns  will  e at  
h a y.  T h e  i nf a nt will  pl a y  wit h  t h e c o br a.  
T h e  y o u n g  c hil d  will  p ut  his  h a n d  i nt o 
t h e vi p er's  n est.  T h e y  w o n't  h ar m  or  
kill,  t h e n (Is a. 1 1: 6- 9).

N o  r a v e n o us a ni m al will  w al k  t h e 
f a c e of  t h e e art h. T h e  ol d  c o v e n a nt  of  
G e n esis  9: 2,  of  a ni m als  dr e a di n g  m e n,  
will  b e  c h a n g e d  t o a  n e w  c o v e n a nt  ( H os. 
2: 1 8).  A ni m als,  bir ds,  a n d  r e ptil es will  
e nj o y  p e a c e  wit h  m e n.

m e n  o n e  b y  o n e,  t h e l ast e n e m y d e 
str o y e d b ei n g  d e at h,  w e  will  s e e p ai ns,  
a c h es,  ill n ess es, a n d  s uff eri n g g oi n g  o ut  
of  e xist e n c e.

" T h e n will  t h e e y es  of  t h e bli n d  b e  
o p e n e d  a n d t h e e ars of  t h e d e af  u n 
st o p p e d. T h e n  will  t h e l a m e m a n  l e a p 
li k e a  d e er,  a n d  t h e t o n g u e of  t h e d u m b  
s h o ut f or j o y” (Is a. 3 5: 5- 6).  Pr o b a bl y  
t his m e a ns  t h at first of  all t h e c h a n g e d  
C hristi a ns  will  b e m a d e  w h ol e.  B ut  
r e m e m b er J es us' c o m p assi o n o n  t h e

A  Ti m e  of  G r e at  Pl e nt y
T h e  m a n  r e a pi n g will  b e  o v ert a k e n  

b y  t h e m a n  pl o wi n g.  T h e  pl a nt er  will  b e  
o v ert a k e n  b y  t h e gr a p e  tr e a d er. u N e w  
wi n e  will  dri p  fr o m t h e m o u nt ai ns  a n d  
fl o w fr o m all  t h e hills "  ( A m os 9: 1 3, 1 4).  
T his  h a p p e ns  n o w  i n s o ut h er n st at es. I 
h ar v est e d  t hr e e cr o ps  off  o n e  r o w i n o n e  
y e ar  i n L o uisi a n a  y e ars  a g o.

O n e  of  m y  f a v orit e v ers es a b o ut  
Ki n g d o m  pl e nt y is Ps al m  7 2: 1 6.  A  
h a n df ul  of  c o m  s e e d o n  t h e t o p of  t h e 
m o u nt ai n  will  pr o d u c e  a  cr o p  l o o ki n g

li k e t h e mi g ht y  c e d ar  tr e es of  L e b a n o n.  
N o w,  m o u nt ai nt o ps  ar e  r o c k y a n d  i nf er
til e. W h at  a  c h a n g e!

T h e  w h ol e  e art h will  b e li k e t h e 
G ar d e n  of  E d e n  ( E z e k. 3 6: 3 5).  D es erts  
will  bl oss o m  wit h  b e a ut y.  S pri n gs  will  
br e a k  o ut  i n t h e d es ert  (Is a. 3 5: 6- 7).  T his  
will  h a p p e n  i n P al esti n e,  a n d als o all  
o v er  t h e e art h, f or t h e e art h is t o b e  
r est or e d ( A cts 3: 2 1).  T o d a y,  m e n  h a v e  
m a d e  t h e e art h  d es ol at e  (Is a. 2 4: 5).

E v er y o n e  w h o  n o w  o v er c o m es  b y  
C hrist's  s pirit i n t h e m will  e at  fr o m t h e 
Tr e e  of  Lif e  ( R e v. 2: 7).  J es us  will  a g ai n  
e at  wit h  His  A p ostl es,  a n d  v er y  p ossi bl y,  
w e  will  e at  s o m eti m es at  J es us * t a bl e!

E art h  R e st or e d
T h e  mill e n ni u m  will  bri n g  a b o ut  t h e 

r est ori n g of  all  t h at G o d  h as  pr o mis e d  t o 
r est or e ( A cts 3: 2 1).  G o d  h as  n ot  pr o m 
is e d t o r est or e a n y  of  m a n's  d oi n gs,  o nl y  
t h e g o o d  c o n diti o ns  G o d  p ut  h er e  i n t h e 
b e gi n ni n g.

T h e  c a us e  of  t his r est or ati o n will  b e  
t h at t h e gl or y  of  t h e L or d  will  fill t h e 
e art h  ( N u m. 1 4: 2 1;  Is a. 1  l: 9; H a b. 2: 1 4).

T h e  h e a v e ns  a n d  t h e e art h  will  a ct u 
all y  b e  m a d e  n e w  aft er  t h e t erri bl e u p 
h e a v al  i n t h e m j ust b ef or e  C hrist  r e
t ur ns. T h at  is w h at  w e  ar e  l o o ki n g f or: 
t h e n e w  h e a v e ns  a n d t h e n e w  e art h.  
w h er ei n  d w ell et h  ri g ht e o us n ess  ( 2 P el.  
3: 1 0- 1 3).  W e  li v e o n  t h e s a m e e art h  o n  
w hi c h  N o a h  li v e d. T h e  t hi n gs of  m e n  
w er e  d estr o y e d  t h e n, a n d t h e y will  b e  
a g ai n.  O nl y  ri g ht t hi n gs will  r e m ai n.

N o w  t h e e art h  is gr o a ni n g  a n d  cr yi n g  
u n d er  t h e w ei g ht  of  t h e si ns  of  m e n.  It is 
w aiti n g  f or t h e r e d e m pti o n of  t h e s o ns  of  
G o d,  f or t h e n e art h  t o o will  b e  r est or e d 
( R o m. 8: 2 1- 2 2).

T his,  t h e n, is o ur  h o p e:  Lif e  i n t h e 
w o n d erf ul  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  aft er  J es us 
r et ur ns. C o ul d  a n y  ot h er  h o p e  b e  gr e at er ?



W or ds  of  A nti ci p ati o n .

R e v.  2 1: 1- 5,  2 2: 6 b,  1 2, 2 0

C hrisfs  C o mi n g  Is i n T w o  P h as es
(C o nti n u e d  fr o m P a g e  1 7)

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

t h at t h e T h ess al o ni a ns  h a d  r e c ei v e d s o m e 
misi nf or m ati o n.  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  t ol d t h at 
t h e y w er e  i n t h e d a y  of  t h e L or d  pr e di ct e d  
b y  t h e pr o p h ets.  P er h a ps  t his is r e as o n a bl e 
w h e n  w e  r e ali z e t h at t h e i nf a nt C h ur c h

writt e n  u ntil  s e v er al d e c a d es  aft er  P a ul  
wr ot e  1 C ori nt hi a ns  wit h  his  st at e m e nt 
a b o ut u t h e l ast tr u m p. " T h er ef or e,  t h e 
C ori nt hi a ns  c o ul d  n ot  h a v e  i d e ntifi e d "t h e  
l ast tr u m p”  wit h  a n y  or  all of  t h e s e v e n 
tr u m p ets of  R e v el ati o n.  It w o ul d  s e e m 
str a n g e i n d e e d f or P a ul  t o r ef er i n a  l ett er 
t o t h e C ori nt hi a ns  t o pr o p h e ci es  n ot  y et  
utt er e d,  a n d  t o a  b o o k  n ot  y et  writt e n.

T h e  D a y  of  t h e L or d  
( 2 T h e s s.  2: 1- 8)

R e g ar dl ess  of  w hi c h  vi e w  o n e  h as  of  
t h e tri b ul ati o n, h e  will  m ost  li k el y t ur n t o 
t h e T h ess al o ni a n  e pistl es  f br s u p p ort.  T w o  
k e ys  ar e ess e nti al t o c orr e ctl y i nt er pr et 
t his s o m e w h at  diffi c ult  p ass a g e.

First,  t h e d a y  of  t h e L or d  ( v. 2)  m ust  b e  
vi e w e d  i n li g ht of  its Ol d  T est a m e nt  b a c k 

gr o u n d.  It's n ot  a t w e nt y-f o ur h o ur  d a y,  
b u  t a n  e xt e n d e d  p eri o d  of  ti m e w h e n  G o d *s  
wr at h  is p o ur e d  o ut  o n  t h e u n g o dl y.  T h e  
pr o p h ets  pr e di ct e d  it i n s u c h p ass a g es  as:  
Is a. 2: 1 2- 2 2;J o el 2:l, 2 7- 3 2;  3: 1- 1 7;  D a n.  
1 2: 1.

T h e  r a pt ur e e v e nt  ( v. 1),  w hi c h  cl os es  
t h e dis p e ns ati o n  of  t h e C h ur c h,  will  o p e n  
t h e p eri o d  k n o w n  as  t h e d a y  of  t h e L or d.  It 
i n cl u d es all  t h e e n d-ti m e  e v e nts  as  w ell  as  
t h e t h o us a n d- y e ar r ei g n of  C hrist.  T h e  d a y  
of  t h e L or d  is i n c o ntr ast  t o t h e d a y  of  m a n.

T h e  s e c o n d k e y  w e  s h o ul d k e e p  i n 
mi n d  as  w e  a p pr o a c h  t h e a b o v e  p ass a g e  is

T h e n  I s a w a  n e w  h e a v e n  a n d  a  n e w  e art h,  f or t h e first 
h e a v e n  a n d  t h e first e art h  h a d  p ass e d  a w a y,  a n d  t h er e w as  
n o  l o n g er a n y  s e a. I s a w t h e H ol y  Cit y,  t h e n e w  J er us al e m,  
c o mi n g  d o w n  o ut  of  h e a v e n  fr o m G o d,  pr e p ar e d  as  a  bri d e  
b e a utif ull y  dr ess e d  f or h er  h us b a n d.  A n d  I h e ar d  a  l o u d 
v oi c e  fr o m t h e t hr o n e s a yi n g,  " N o w  t h e d w elli n g  of  G o d  is 
wit h  m e n,  a n d h e  will  li v e wit h  t h e m. T h e y  will  b e  his  
p e o pl e,  a n d  G o d  hi ms elf  will  b e  wit h  t h e m a n d  b e  t h eir G o d.  
H e  will  wi p e  e v er y  t e ar fr o m t h eir e y es.  T h er e  will  b e  n o  
m or e  d e at h  or  m o ur ni n g  or  cr yi n g  or  p ai n,  f or t h e ol d  or d er  
of  t hi n gs h as  p ass e d  a w a y. ”

H e  w h o  w as  s e at e d o n  t h e t hr o n e s ai d, "I a m  m a ki n g  
e v er yt hi n g  n e w! "  T h e n  h e  s ai d,  “ Writ e  t his d o w n,  f or t h es e

w as  u n d er g oi n g  s e v er e affli cti o n.  At  a n # 
r at e, P a ul  ass ur es  t h e m t h at t h e y w er e  n o|  
i n t h at ti m e p eri o d.  H e  t ells t h e m n ot  t o 
b e c o m e  u ns ettl e d  or  al ar m e d  b y  t h es e f als e 
r e p orts t h at t h e y w er e  alr e a d y  i n t h e d a y  of  
t h e L or d  ( v. 2). W h et h er  t h es e f als e r e p orts 
h a d  c o m e  b y  l ett er or  w or d  of  m o ut h,  P a ul  
s a ys t h e y ar e  n ot  tr u e. S o m e  h a d  e v e n  a c 
c us e d  P a ul  of  t e a c hi n g t h at t h e d a y  of  t h e 
L or d  h a d  alr e a d y  c o m e.  T h e  A p ostl e  r e
s p o n ds: N O  W A Y.  B e c a us e  t h e r a pt ur e 
will  o c c ur  first, t h e y will  b e  k e pt  fr o m t h e 
d a y  of  t h e L or d.

I n t his arti cl e,  I h a v e  j ust s cr at c h e d  t h e 
s urf a c e  of  t his h u g e  s u bj e ct. W h e n  all  t h e 
e vi d e n c e  is i n, it s e e ms  cl e ar  t h at C hrist *s  
c o mi n g  is i n t w o p h as es,  n eit h er  of  w hi c h  
is s e cr et. 旧

w or ds  ar e  tr ust w ort h y a n d  tr u e . ・ ・ T h e  L or d,  t h e G o d  of  t h e 
s pirits of  t h e pr o p h ets,  s e nt  his  a n g el  t o s h o w his  s er v a nts 
t h e t hi n gs t h at m ust  s o o n t a k e pl a c e. "

" B e h ol d,  I a m  c o mi n g  s o o n!  M y  r e w ar d is wit h  m e,  a n d  
I will  gi v e  t o e v er y o n e  a c c or di n g  t o w h at  h e  h as  d o n e.  I a m  
t h e Al p h a  a n d t h e O m e g a,  t h e First  a n d t h e L ast,  t h e 
B e gi n ni n g  a n d  t h e E n d. ,,

H e  w h o  t estifi es t o t h es e t hi n gs s a ys,  " Y es,  I a m  c o mi n g  
s o o n. "

A m e n.  C o m e,  L or d  J es us.

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  ・ M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D
P E R MI T  2 1

M orr o w.  G e or gi a  
N o n pr ofit  Or g.
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^ d c o m e  t o Atl a nt a  ( Bi b k C o ” 沙 !

w hi c h  t hri v ese v e nis

c oll e g e st u ci e nis t h at w e  ar e.

di g! A n d y

of  his m a n y  cl ass es d uri n g t h e

a n d  u n wi n d  b ef or e  t h eir n e xt  gr u eli n g  or d e al.  H er e

2 P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L

li m e of  t h e st u d e nts is a h e alt h y  i nt a k e of  s p orti n g e v e nts.  

T h e  I asi o c c u pi er  of  li m e is g o ofi n g  off  a n d a cti n g li k e t h e

a s u n.l
a n a
us e

Ri g ht:  I n b et w e e n cl ass es st u d e nts h a v e t h e o p p ort u nit y t o r est 
, w e  s e e Cl a yi o n

Is h a m a n d Ti m  S pi c kl er  c o oli n g off  a n d  pr c p aii n g  f or t h e n e xt  
cl ass.

P r o g r e s s  J o u r n a l  is o w n e d  a n d p u blis h e d  b y  C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0, M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  P u blis h e d  bi- m o ni hl y. D a vi d  
Kr o g h,  E dit or;  C hris  S ci d ers,  M ar a n at h a  E dit or;  D a ni el  S m c a d,  T e c h ni c al  Dir e ct or  of  P u blis hi n g;  Di a n e  R e d d,  T y p es ett er;  S ar a h  B u z z ar d,  Pr o ofr e a d er; '〜 

J as o n C aili n,  L a y o ut  a n d D esi g n  C o or di n at or.  T el e p h o n e  4 0 4- 3 6 2- 0 0 5 2  or  8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1;  F A X  4 0 4- 3 6 2- 9 3 0 7.  I nt er n et A d dr ess:  A T L B C @I X .N E T C O M. C O M .

A b o v e:  J o e M arti n  i nstr u cts o n e
y e ar. Fr o m  t h e l o o ks o n  t h e st u d e nts'  f a c es, I w o ul d  v e nt ur e t o s a y 
t h at it is Gr e e k  II. I w o ul d  als o s a y t h at b e c a us e I c o ul d n't  
u n d erst a n d  a w or d  t h at t h e y w er e  s a yi n g.

us  a littl e b elt er.  
:a n or m al  lif e at  

t h e c oll e g e T h e  first of  t h es e is cl ass T h e  c oll e g e off ers  a  
v ari et y of cl ass es at v ari o us li m es i o w or k  wit h  t h e 

s c h e d ul es of  t h e st u d e nts. A n ot h er  t hi n g t h at fills t h e

W h at  a  
Cis n er os  di v es  f or a l o n g 
b all as t e a m m at e Gr e g  
L a n dr y  a p pr o a c h es  t h e n et  
t o pl a y  t h e s e c o n d hit.  T h e  
t w o w er e  d ef e at e d  i n t h eir 
m at c h  b ut t h e y f o u g ht 
t o ot h a n d  n ail  t o t h e e n d. ^  
T h e  c oll e g e h as  
v oll e y b all c o u  rt 
b as k et b all  c o urt  f or t h e 
of  t h e st u d e nts.

cl ass es is w h at  cr e at es t h e at m os p h er e f or gr o wt h  at t h e 
Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  P e o pl e  fr o m t h e e ntir e c o u ntr y f or m a b o d y  

o n  t h e p arts  t h at m a k e  it u p.
S o  sit b a c k  a n d r el a x, as  w e  t ell t h e st or y of  t h e 1 9 9 4- 9 5  

s c h o ol y e ar at Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  A n d  p er h a ps w h e n  
y o u  ar e fi nis h e d, y o u  will  k n o w  e a c h of  i

T h er e  ar e s e v er al t hi n gs t h at c o ns m ui e

W e.  t h e st u d e nts of  Ail a m a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  w o ul d  li k e 
t o pr es e nt l o y o u  t his y e ar's  iss u e of  l h e M ar a n at h a.  T h e  

M ar a n at h a  pr es e nts l h e e v e nis of  e v er y d a y lif e at l h e 
Bi bl e  C oll e g e  as w ell  as p ai nt  a pi ct ur e  f or t h os e w h o  ar e  

u n a bl e ( o visit o ur  c a m p us.

T his  y e ar  l h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  is s e n di n g o ut  t hr e e gr a d u 

at es i nt o l h e p ast or al mi nisir y ・  T h e y  will  r e c ei v e s p e ci al 
a u c nii o n i n t his iss u e f or l h eir a c hi e v e m e nts d uri n g  t h eir 

t e n ur e al t h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e.
I n a d diti o n t o l h e s e ni ors, w c  als o h a d  a l ar g e n u m b er  

of  u n d er cl ass m e n  r o a mi n g l h e h alls of  l h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  

T h e  i n c o mi n g fr es h m e n al w a ys bri n g  e x cit e m e nt a n d j o y 
i nt o l h e pr e vi o usl y e xisti n g b o d y. T h e  bl e n di n g  of  t h es e

mailto:ATLBC@IX.NETCOM.COM


M i c h a e l C i si.l r

J e r e m y  S mi t h

M a r k  T s c h a e n n

怵  Tr es e nt  t o t h e Cl ass  of  1 9 9 5
3J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 5

I n C a n a d a  
e x cit e d f or t h e c o nti n u e d gr o wt h i n

gr a d u ati o n ni g ht. I n S e pt e m b er
t o d o  o ur
G o d  will  l e a d us  aft er i h at b ut w c  ar e sl a yi n g o p e n i o His  l e a di n g.

w e  h o p e i o i m pr o v e o ur  mi nisir y  s kills a n d ar e b oi h
li v es. I. p ers o n all y,  h o p e ( h ai

h o p e i o i m pr o v e o ur  mi nisir y  s kills a n d
o ur

I c a n c o nti n u e i o gr o w i n ( h e s kill of b uil di n g r el ati o ns hi ps wit h  
p e o pl e I f e el p e o pl e  ar e  
i o

I gr e w  u p  i n l h e Gr a n d  R a pi ds,  Mi c hi g a n  ar e a a n d h a v e  att e n d e d t h e 
S o ut h  l a w n C h ur c h  m y  e ntir e lif e Aft er  gr a d u ati n g  fr o m hi g h s c h o ol,  
I ati e n d c d Gr a n d  V all e y  St at e  U ni v ersit y  f or t w o y e ars. O n c e  I l o o k 
m ost  of  m y  g e n er al e d u c ati o n cl ass es t h er e, G o d  s e nt m e  t o A B C.  I 

t w o y e ars of

I gr e w  u p  i n L af a y ett e,  I n di a n a a n d att e n d e d w h at  w as  t h e n t h e F ail h  
C h a p el  C h ur c h  of  G o d  Aft er  gr a d u ati n g  fr o m hi g h s c h o ol. I s p e nt 
t w el v e y e ars  i n t h e Air  F or c e.  T h e  first y e ar  I w as  i n t h e s er vi c e I w as  
st ati o n e d al I n cirli c k Air  B as e,  T ur k e y.  Aft er  t h at I

t h e m ost  i m p o n a m p a n  of  mi nisir y  a n d pl a n  
al w a ys f o c us o n r el ati o ns hi ps i n m y  mi nisir y.

w as  si aii o n e d ai  
Griss o m  A F B  i n I n di a n a. W hil e  li vi n g t h er e, I att e n d e d l h e J a y Sir e el  
C h ur c h  Of  G o d.  k  w as  w hil e  I w as  a u e n di n g  t his c h ur c h i h at 1 f elt G o d  
c alli n g  m e  i o His  s er vi c e i n t h e mi nisir y.  I f elt t h at H e  w ar n e d  m e  t o si a n 
s pr e a di n g His  m ess a g e  a n d r e a c h o ut t o His  l ost p e o pl e. I d e ci d e d t o 
att e n d Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  a n d e nt er i nt o l h e p ast or al  pr o gr a m. 1 h a v e  
e nj o y e d m y  li m e h er e  at l h e Bi bl e  C oll e g e  a n d I a m i h a n kf ul f or all i h ai 
I h a v e  b e e n  t a u g ht as w ell  as t h e m a n y  fri e n ds I h a v e  m a d e.  T erri,  o ur  
c hil dr e n (J e n nif er a n d N ai h a n),  a n d I ar e l o o ki n g f or w ar d t o o ur  m o v e  
b a c k  i o L af a y ett e  w h er e  I'll b e d oi n g  m y  i nt er ns hi p wit h  St e v e  T a yl or  
ai t h e N e w  H o p e  C o m m u nit y  C h ur c h.  M y  f ut ur e g o als  ar c i o c o nti n u e  
s er vi n g p e o pl e a n d t o tr y( o dr a w t h e m cl os er t o C hrisi.  W e  t h a n k 
e v er y o n e f or l h eir pr a y ers  a n d s u p p ort t h es e I asi t hr e e y e ars.

J er e m y is ori gi n all y  fr o m S o ut h  B e n d,  I n di a n a. His  
y o ul h  gr o u p  ai  Ti m b erl a n d  Bi bl e  C h ur c h  w as  l e d b y  D al e  
Bliss —  w h o  h e  n o w  is i ni c mi n g u n d er  His  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  
e d u c ati o n  b e g a n  i n Or e g o n,  Illi n ois. Y o u  mi g ht  s a y  J er
e m y  is of  ( h e ol d  s c h o ol W hil e  a u e n di n g  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e  J er e m y m et  a n d  m arri e d  C h er yl  ( C u p p) S mit h.  
T h e y  n o w  ar c  li vi n g i n Mi c hi g a n.

b e g a n m y  st u di es ai A B C  i n l h e f all of 1 9 9 3 a n d aft er  
i nt e ns e st u di es, 1 a m gr a d u ati n g.

T h e  d a y aft er gr a d u ati o n I m arri e d  M eli n d a  N els o n  of  t h e E d e n  
V all e y  C h ur c h  w h o  r e c ei v e d h er i w o- y e ar c ertifi c at e fr o m A B C  o n  

w c  will  b e  g oi n g  i o F o m hill,  C a n a d a  
i nt er ns hi p u n d er  Sl c p h e n  B ol h o us.  W e  d o  n ot k n o w  w h er e



w a s

Visit ors  fr o m Mi c hi g a n,  L esli e  D o a n e  a n d  S ar a K n a p p,

e v er y o n e  i n v ol v e d.

4 P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L

F n d a y  ni g ht pr o gr a m. T h e  pr o gr a m w as  b as e d  
p o p ul ar  s h o w " S at ur d a y Ni g ht  Li v e. ”

1 9 9 5  C oll e g e  I n vit ati o n al

O n e  of  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt t hi n gs a b o ut  t h e C oll e g e  I n vit ati o n al 
w e e k e n d  is t h e f o o d. H er e  w e  s e e a  b uff et  t h at w as  s et u p  f or t h e 
st u d e nts t o e nj o y.

St u d e nts  Eri n  Ril e y  a n d  J eff  Os b or n  pr es e nt  a s k et c h i n t h e 
o n t h e

r el a x fr o m t h e h ustl e  a n d  b ustl e of  t h e h e cti c w e e k e n d.  
Alt h o u g h  it is a n  e nj o y a bl e ti m e, t h e i n vit ati o n al is ti h n g f or

Alt h o u g h  ati c n d a n c c al t h e a n n u al C oll e g e  I n vi
t ati o n al w as  l o w er l h a n it w as  l ast y e ar, a l ol of  
i hi n gs w er e  a n e n c o ur a g e m e nt t o all of  t h os e w h o

w as  a s p e ci al pr o gr a m t h at 
pr o d u c e d  b y  t h e st u d e nts of  l h e c oll e g e. S p e ci al  

t o Eri n  Ril e y  f or c o or di n at-  
w as  a BI G  s u c c ess.

l o w er l h a n it
w er e  a n

att e n d e d l h e e v e nt. St u d e nts  fr o m c h ur c h es t hr o u g h
o ut t h e U nit e d  St at es  i n v a d e d l h e c a m p us of  At 
l a nt a Bi bl e  C oll e g e  f or t h e first w e e k e n d  i n t h e 
m o nt h  of  M ar c h.

Fri d a y  ni g ht t h er e
w as
t h a n ks s h o ul d b e gi v e n  
i n g t his e v e nt, k

O n e  of  t h e m a n y  cl ass es  off er e d  d uri n g  t h e w e e k e n d.  E v er y o n e  
s e e ms t o b e e nj o yi n g t h e ms el v es as w ell  as p arti ci p ati n g.

o n S u n d a y  wit h  g u ests  
visiti n g  o n e  of  t h e t w o c h ur c h es i n t h e ar e a f oll o w e d 
b y  a p otl u c k  s p o ns or e d b y l h e m e m b ers  of  N e w  
Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  C h ur c h.

T h os e  w h o  ait e n d e d l h e i n vit ati o n al r e c ei v e d a  
s p e ci al tr e at o n S at ur d a y  ni g ht A  l o c al C hristi a n  
alt er n ati v e m usi c al  gr o u p c all e d u T h e  W aili n g ”  
pr es e nt e d a s h o w f or i his y e ars  e v e nt. It s e e m e d as  
t h o u g h e v er y o n e r e all y e nj o y e d l h e c o n c ert. A  s p e 
ci al w or d  of  t h a n ks t o D al e  H ars h m a n  f or h el pi n g  t o 
arr a n g e i his e v e nt.

T h e  e v e nt c ul mi n at e d



L ml e pri n c ess es.

J o h n N els o n  i nstr u cts a  c hil dr e n's  cl ass  f or 
Fri d a y  Aft er n o o n  S p e ci al.

D a ni el!
W h er e  ar e  

y o u ?

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 5

Stri k e  a p os e.

l o o k h a p p y.T h e  r e c aiiii n g c o m miti e e tri es t o

Eri n  is c a m er a s h y, 
b ut  Kir k  d o cs nl  fli n c h.



T ell m e

D al e  a n d  J er e m y  j a m d uri n g

c h or al e c o n c ert.

G o o d  f o o d, h u h,  R e b e k a h ?
D o n't  mi n d D al e  - I j ust n e e d e d t o wi p e  m y  n os e.  T h a n ks.m e

P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L6

h o n e stl y  n o w,  

ih e y  m e ?

L e s s  

filli n g. 

T a st e s  

gr e at.



Mi n ni e  will  b e  j e al o us!

V oll e y b all  is s e c o n d at A B C.n at ur e

D a n,

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 5

t h e pr e a c h er  m a n,  
t e ars i nt o his st e a k.

B ut  I o nl y  
d o z e d off  

f or a  
mi n ut e ?!

Lis a  a n d M err y  
at di n n er



I

U m,  u m,  g o o d.

F or g et  t h e s al a d, I' ni a c ar ni v or e.
W h er e'r e  t h e h a m b ur g ers ?

N o  p els  all o w e d,  R e b e c c a.

D o n't  g o  a w a y m a d,  t o g et h er b e at hi m!w e  c a n

G e e,  i d o n't r e c o g ni z e a n y b o d y. O. k.  D al e,  w e  blit z!

8 P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L



St aff,  1 9 9 4- 9 5

K e nt  R oss

T erri  Ts c h a e n n
C o n t r o l l e r

J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 5

A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d
In s t r u c t o r

D al e  R a ms e y
D i r e c t o r o f  S t u d e n t  S e r vi c e s  

In s t r u c t o r

J o e M arti n
In s t r u c t o r

V i c e- Pr e si d e n t

A c a d e mi c  D e a n

In s t r u c t o r

D a vi d  Kr o g h
P r e si d e n t  

In s t r u c t o r



1 9 9 5  C oii e g e  C h or a k

al N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e

i o M o u nt  R us h m or e,  Bl a c k  Hills,  S o ut h

di d n't  l os e a n y o n e i n t h e B a dl a n ds wit h  a n ot h er pi e c e of  p e a c e

1 0 P R O G R E S S  J O U R N A L

w er e  
p art of

F ort u n at el y  w e  
i n S o ut h  D a k ot a.

N at ur e  pr es e nt e d  us  
a n d q ui et  o n o ur  i n p.

T h e n  o n  
D a k ot a.

( h e N o n h c asi  C o nf er e n c e  i n O hi o.
i o D al e  R a ms e y  f or his dir e cti o n  

a n d g ui d a n c e  d uri n g  l h e m p.  H er e  ar e a f e w s c e n es 
fr o m al o n g l h e w a y.

T h e  G er m a n  vill a g e of L e a v e n w ort h  i n W as hi n gt o n  
w as  l h e first sit e "f or f u n " f or t h e C h or al e.

T h e  1 9 9 5  C h or al e  visit e d 1 3  diff er e nt  c h ur c h es o n  
l h eir a n n u al s pri n g l o ur. T his  y e ar m e m b ers  
i ntr o d u c e d ( o l h e w o n d ers  of  l h e n ort h w est  
i h e U nit e d  Sl at es.  Si u d c nis  \isii e d s u c h si g hts as t h e 
B a dl a n ds  a n d M o u nt  R us h m or e  I n a d diti o n i o l h eir 
l o ur, t h e gr o u p  s p e nt li m e i n t h e C ar oli n as  as w ell  as  
p erf or mi n g  al

S p e ci al  t h a n ks

T h e  C h or al e  i n p erf or m a n c e  
C h ur c h,  M orr o w,  G e or gi a.



cI h e, St u d e nt  G o v er n m e nt  Ass o ci ati o n

h er e  t o s h ar e h er  e x p e nis e fr o m

1 1J U L Y, A U G U S T,  1 9 9 5

ii
C hris  S ei d ers,  S G A  Pr esi d e nt,  tri es t o grill t h e st e a k 
at t h e a n n u al st e a k fr y.

A n  e v e ni n g of  s o ci al c o m milt e e f u n at t h e b o wli n g  
all e y.

T h e  s p orts c o m mitt e e h el d a l ar g e s ki tri p f or 
t h e st u d e nt b o d y. N o  li m bs w er e  br o k e n  o n t h e 
t n p a n d e v er y o n e s e e m e d t o h a v e a g o o d  ti m e.

T h e  missi o ns  gr o u p h a d a l ar g e b o ost w h e n  
Tr a c y  S a v a g e  w as  
t h e R ussi a n  e x p eri e n c e.

T h e  c h a p el c o m mitt e e pl a n n e d c h a p els a n d  
r o u n dt a bl es f or t h e y e ar.

T his  e diti o n of  t h e M ar a n at h a  is t h e pr o d u ct  of  
t h e M ar a n at h a  c o m mitt e e.

1 w I Hb  ?
H K k _ _ _ _ !

T h e  St u d e nt  G o v er n m e nt  Ass o ci ati o n  is r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e s o ci al a cti viti es at Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.  T h e  
c a n p arti ci p at e a n d d e v el o p s kills ofass o ci ati o n pr o vi d es  c ert ai n c o m mitt e es o n w hi c h  st u d e nts

l e a d ers hi p f or f ut ur e ti m es. T h es e  c o m mitt e es i n cl u d e t h e s o ci al c o m mitt e e, s p orts c o m mitt e e, M ar a n at h a  
c o m mitt e e, c h a p el c o m mi u e e, a n d t h e missi o ns  c o m milt e e. T h e  s o ci al c o m milt e e w as  t h e hi g hli g ht  of  all  
of  t h e gr o u ps, h osti n g  s u c h e v e nts as b ar b e q u es,  pi z z a p arti es  a n d b o wli n g  ni g hts.

¥

A m y  R ailt o n,  p er h a ps  a bit w or n  d o w n aft er t h e 
q u art er, pr e p ar es  h ers elf  f or a r ej u v e n ati n g, t hi c k, 
j ui c y st e a k.



T h e  cl ass of 1 9 9 5 at Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,
a n d t h e f ut ur e of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d.

r e c ei v e

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

A  gr o u p  of  pr os p e cti v e  st u d e nts ai t h e A B C  I n vit a

ti o n al dis c uss e v e nts.

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e
C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0
M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D
P E R MI T  2 1
M o n o *.  G e or gi a  

N e n pr ufti  Ot g a mij u o n

C O M E  S E E  W H A T  W E ，R #  

A L L  A B O U T!
If y o u  w o ul d  li k e t o 

i nf or m ati o n a b o ut Atl a nt a  
Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  or  s e e o ur  c a m 
p us,  c all 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1.
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A u  R e  v oir!

pr a y er

— K e nt  R oss

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 52

S'

S e pt e m b er  h as  arri v e d.  T h e  c hil dr e n  ar e  h a p pil y  b a c k  
i n s c h o ol  aft er  d e cl ari n g  t h eir h orr or  at  h a vi n g  t o b e  t h er e. 
S u m m er  is d efi nit el y  cl osi n g  a n d  n e w  r o uti n es will  r e
pl a c e  o ur  m or e  l eis ur el y, w ar m- w e at h er  li v es.

T h e  c or nfi el ds  ar e  dr yi n g  u p  sl o wl y wit h  t h e g ol d e n  
e ars  b e gi n ni n g  t o p e e k  t hr o u g h t h e h us ks.  T h e  s o y b e a n  
pl a nts  ar e  c h a n gi n g  c ol or  fr o m a  d ar k  gr e e n  t o a  ti n g e of  
y ell o w-r ust.  T h e  ri p e ni n g pr o c ess  is b e gi n ni n g.  W e'll  
s o o n fi n d o ut  h o w  f ull t h e st or a g e bi ns  will  b e.

T h e  f all fl o w ers ar e  g or g e o us.  T h e  d a hli as  will  bl o o m  
t h eir h e arts  o ut  till J a c k  Fr ost  kills  t h e pl a nts.  T h e  m u ms,  
ast ers,  zi n ni as  a n d  a  h ost  of  wil d  fl o w ers still  fl a u nt t h eir 
vi br a nt  c ol ors,  t hrilli n g m y  e y es.

G o d's  o w n  fl o w er g ar d e n  is bl o o mi n g  s pl e n di dl y. T h e  
m a pl e  tr e es ar e  sl o wl y  t ur ni n g c ol or.  A g ai nst  a  hillsi d e  of  
gr e e n  a  fl a mi n g br a n c h  or  t w o of  or a n g e-r e d  st a n ds o ut.

It h as  b e e n  a n e nj o y a bl e t w o y e ars.  It's 
al w a ys  a pl e as ur e  t o w or k  wit h  m at eri al  a n d  
s h a p e it i nt o a m a g a zi n e  t h at y o u  h o p e  will  
b uil d,  i ns pir e a n d  i nf or m G o d's  p e o pl e.  Y o u' v e  
b e e n  v er y  ki n d  i n y o ur  r es p o ns e a n d  c o m m e nts  
o n  t h es e p ast  iss u es.

B ut  n o w  it's ti m e t o c h a n g e.  J eff Fl et c h er,  
p ast or  of  t h e H a p p y  W o o ds  C h ur c h  of  G o d  i n 
L o uisi a n a,  h as  b e e n  s el e ct e d t o b e t h e n e xt  
e dit or.  P ast or  Fl et c h er's  p ast  gi v es  e v er y  i n di
c ati o n  a n d  pr o mis e  of  e x c ell e nt  t hi n gs t o c o m e.  
W e  e xt e n d t o hi m  o ur  b est  wis h es.

As  i n t h e p ast, T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  i n t h e 
f ut ur e will  c all  tli e C h ur c h  of  G o d  t o t h e h o p e  of  
t h e s o o n  r et ur n of  C hrist  a n d  t h e est a blis h m e nt  
of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  t his e art h.  T h at  is t h e 
c e ntr al  m ess a g e  of  e v er y  iss u e.

B ut  it is als o  a p p ar e nt  t h at t o o oft e n  t h at 
h o p e  is m er el y  i nt ell e ct u al. T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  
n e e ds  t o c o n c er n its elf wit h  t h e li v es of  its 
m e m b ers.  W h e n  m arri a g es  f all a p art, w h e n  
t h er e ar e  e xtr a m arit al  aff airs, w h e n  t h er e ar e

T h e  p o pl ar  tr e es ar e  bl e a c hi n g  o ut  a n d  will  t ur n a  n e o n  
y ell o w.  I n a n ot h er  w e e k  or  t w o t h e tr e es will  b e  a  ri ot of  
c ol or.  W h e n  t h os e l e a v es f all, t h e r e d o a ks  will  h a v e  t h eir 
t ur n at  d eli g hti n g  t h e vi e w er.

It will  s o o n  b e  ti m e t o bri n g  t h e b e ef  c o ws  h o m e  fr o m 
p ast ur e  wit h  t h eir s ass y,  gl oss y  c al v es.  It w o ul d  b e  ni c e  if 
t h e w e at h er  h ol ds  a n d  t h e y c a n  gr a z e  t h e c or nfi el ds  aft er  
t h e y ar e  c o m bi n e d.  T h e y  pi c k  u p  miss e d  e ars  a n d  a  l ot of  
f oli a g e t h at is al w a ys  h ar d  t o pl o w  u n d er.  Of  c o urs e  t h at 
all  d e p e n ds  o n  h o w  l o n g s n o w  h ol ds  off.  H o w  c a n  I writ e  
t h at w or d ?  S n o w,  at  t his p oi nt,  s e e ms t o b e  a  v er y  n ast y  
c o n c e pt.  I w a nt  t o gl or y  i n t his f a nt asti c s e as o n  of  a ut u m n.  
I n e e d  t o s o a k  i n t h e s u ns hi n e  a n d  i m pr ess o n  m y  m e m or y  
t h e si g hts, t h e s m ells a n d t h e s o u n ds of  t his b e a utif ul  
s e as o n. I w a nt  t o s at ur at e m y  mi n d  wit h  t h e ess e n c e  s o 
t h at, G o d  willi n g,  it will  l ast till s pri n g.

:方 • • X ：
*  A 、

5 冷

A  S at ur ati o n  of  S e pt e m b er  S pl e n d or
B y  J o y c e  H o us m a n

vi ci o us  fi g hts wit hi n  c h ur c h es a n d b et w e e n  
c h ur c h es  a n d  p ast ors,  w h e n  t h e c hil dr e n  of  t h e 
c h ur c h  drift  a w a y  t o ot h er  c h ur c h es  t h at h ol d  
si g nifi c a ntl y diff er e nt  vi e ws  of  t h e S cri pt ur e's  
t e a c hi n gs... a n d  w e  c o ul d  g o  o n  a n d  o n ... t h e n 
it is i m p er ati v e t h at p ast ors,  c h ur c h es  a n d  i n di
vi d u al  m e m b ers  s p e n d si g nifi c a nt ti m e a n d  
eff ort  o n  dis ci pliii g  b eli e v ers,  b e  t h e y n e w  t o t h e 
f ait h or  l o n gst a n di n g m e m b ers.

R e n e w al  of  a c h ur c h, a n d of  o ur  e ntir e  
or g a ni z ati o n,  d e p e n ds  first o n  pr a y er  t o t h e 
L or d  a n d,  s e c o n dl y, o n  a d et er mi n e d  eff ort  of  
dis ci pli n g  f or s pirit u al a n d  m or al  gr o wt h.  T h at  
c a n  o nl y  b e  a c c o m plis h e d  t hr o u g h t h e p o w er  of  
G o d's  S pirit  at  w or k  wit hi n  us.  P a ul  wr ot e,  Z/ T o  
t his e n d  I l a b or, str u g gli n g wit h  all  his  e n er g y,  
w hi c h  s o p o w erf ull y  w or ks  i n m e ” ( C ol. 1: 2 9,  
NI V).

M a y  G o d  bl ess  us  i n o ur  w al k  i n C hrist.  
G o o d- b y e.  4
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L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R

J A S O N  C A T LI N

E DI T O R

K E N T  R O S S

M A 1 U N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S  

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B U S HI N G  

D A NI E L  S M E A D

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

A D D R E S S  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s t t r hi o n  H e r a l d . A T T N:  K E N T  R O S S.  P  O.  B O X  

1 0 0, 0 0 0.  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D
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T Y P E S E T T E R S

A M Y  B E R R Y  A N D  LI S A  I K N E R

T h e  R e si t t u ti o n  H e r a l d  I S  O W N E D  A N  D  P U B  LI S  H E D  B Y  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E,  A  N O N 
P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T 5 8 2 3  

T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P. O.  B O X  1 0 0. 0 0 0.  M O R R O W,  G A  

3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R.

T h e  R e s t t r hi o n  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

W hi c h  is t h e f or m of  G o d  pr es e nt  i n t h e c h ur c h,  
W hi c h  m o v es  m e n  t o f ait h a n d  o b e di e n c e,  
W hi c h  is t h e g u ar a nt e e  of  o ur  d eli v er a n c e,  
W hi c h  l e a ds us  t o fi n d G o d 怎  will  i n t h e W or d,  
W hi c h  assists  t h os e w h o m  G o d  r e n e ws i n pr a y er,  
W hi c h  g ui d es  us  i n dis c er n m e nt,  
W hi c h  i m p els us  t o a ct  t o g et h er.

・  T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R.  8: 6);

・  T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D  S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T. 1 6: 1 6),  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  ( 1 TI M.  2: 5);

・  T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M.  
3: 1 6);

-T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A.  1 4 6: 4);

・  T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1).  A N D  

LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3 3);
-T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 8) ：

・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  ( 1 

C O R.  1 5: 5 3, 5 4);

・  T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1 : 8);

・  T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O FI S R A E L  A S  T H E  KI N G 

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);

・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 

8: 1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L  T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N 

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1- 3);

・  T H E  - R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  

P R O P H E T S  SI N C E T H E W O R L D  B E G A N,'  ( A C T S 3: 2 1).

. I T A L S O  H R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  

I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  

T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 8),  A N D  A  C O N S E 

C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.

W e  b eli e v e  i n J es us C hrist  t h e L or d,
W h o  w as  pr o mis e d  t o t h e p e o pl e  of  Isr a el, 
W h o  c a m e  i n t h e fl es h t o d w ell  a m o n g  us,  
W h o  a n n o u n c e d  t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e r ul e of  G o d, 
W h o  g at h er e d  dis ci pl es  a n d  t a u g ht t h e m, 
W h o  di e d  o n  t h e cr oss  t o fr e e us  fr o m si n, 
W h o  r os e fr o m t h e d e a d  t o gi v e  us  lif e a n d  h o p e,  
W h o  r ei g ns i n h e a v e n  at  t h e ri g ht h a n d  of  G o d,  
W h o  c o m es  t o j u d g e a n d  bri n g  j usti c e t o vi ct or y.

W e  b eli e v e  i n G o d  His  F at h er,
W h o  r ais e d Hi m  fr o m t h e d e a d,
W h o  cr e at e d  a n d  s ust ai ns t h e u ni v ers e,
W h o  a cts  t o d eli v er  His  p e o pl e  i n ti m es of  n e e d,
W h o  d esir es  all  m e n  e v er y w h er e  t o b e  s a v e d, 
W h o  r ul es o v er  t h e d esti ni es  of  m e n  a n d  n ati o ns,  
W h o  c o nti n u es  t o l o v e m e n  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y r ej e ct Hi m.

W e  b eli e v e  G o d  h as  m a d e  us  His  p e o pl e,
T o  i n vit e ot h ers  t o f oll o w C hrist,
T o  e n c o ur a g e  o n e  a n ot h er  t o d e e p er  c o m mit m e nt,  
T o  pr o cl ai m  f or gi v e n ess of  si ns a n d  h o p e,
T o  r e c o n cil e m e n  t o G o d  t hr o u g h w or d  a n d  d e e d,  
T o  b e ar  wit n ess  t o t h e p o w er  of  l o v e o v er  h at e,  
T o  pr o cl ai m  J es us t h e L or d  o v er  all,  
T o  m e et  t h e d ail y  t as ks of  lif e wit h  p ur p os e,  
T o  s uff er  j o yf ull y f or t h e c a us e  of  ri g ht,

T o  t h e e n ds  of  t h e e art h,  
T o  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e,  
T o  t h e pr ais e  of  His  gl or y.  A m e n.
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y e ars  of  m y  lif e 
will  b e  m a ki n g  a

It s e e m e d o nl y  y est er d a y  t h at 
I w as  h ol di n g  littl e A m y  o n  m y  
l a p r e a di n g h er  b e dti m e  st ori es.  
N o w z wit h  c oll e g e cl ass es a n d  
e xtr a c urri c ul ar  a cti viti es,  s h e  h a d  
littl e ti m e f or D a d.  B ut  t his m or n 
i n g w as  diff er e nt.  S h e  w a nt e d  t o 
t al k a n d  I fi g ur e d it m ust  b e  a b o ut  
s c h o ol,  h er  j o b or  n e e di n g  a  l o a n.

S h e  t o y e d wit h  h er  f o o d as  m y  
wif e  a n d  I g a v e  h er  ti m e t o g at h er  
h er  t h o u g hts. Fi n all y,  s h e t o o k a  
d e e p  br e at h  a n d  s ai d t w o w or ds  
t h at I t h o u g ht I w o ul d  n e v er  h e ar  
m y  u n m arri e d  t e e n a g e d a u g ht er  
s a y: "I' m  pr e g n a nt. ”

It w as  as  t h o u g h a n  i nst a nt i n 
ti m e st o o d  still.  I w as  n u m b.  K a y,  
m y  wif e,  pi c k e d  u p  t h e c o n v er 
s ati o n. Z/ Ar e  y o u  s ur e ? ” Ot h er

V E R  T H E  L A S T  2 0  
y e ars t h e p er c e nt a g e  of  
ill e giti m at e birt hs  t o girls  
1 9  a n d  u n d er  h as i n
cr e as e d fr o m 1 5 % t o 

5 1 %.  I n 1 9 8 7,  m or e  t h a n 1, 1 0 0, 0 0 0  
t e e n a g e girls  b e c a m e  pr e g n a nt,  a n d  
6 0 %  of  t h es e girls  b e c a m e  pr e g n a nt  
a g ai n  i n t h e n e xt  t w o y e ars.  D o  t h es e 
st atisti cs  al ar m  y o u  ?  N o  w o n d er  t h e 
pr o bl e m  of  t e e n pr e g n a n c y  is c o n 
si d er e d  e pi d e mi c  a n d  h as  b e e n  c all e d  
b y  s o m e "t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt iss u e 
of  t h e r e m ai ni n g y e ars  of  t h e 2 0t h  
c e nt ur y

ati o n z a n d es p e ci all y y o u  p ar 
e nts  w h o  fi n d y o urs el v es  str u g- 
gli n g  t hr o u g h t h e or d e al  of  a n  
u n m arri e d  c hil d's  pr e g n a n c y.

B e c o mi n g  pr e g n a nt  is p er h a ps  
t h e m ost  tr a u m ati c e x p eri e n c e  
a n  u n m arri e d  girl  will  e v er  e n 
d ur e.  If s h e is a C hristi a n,  s h e  
will  pr o b a bl y  f e el s h e h as  l ost 
e v er yt hi n g  s h e h ol ds  d e ar.  S h e  
will  b e  t e m pt e d t o gi v e  i n t o s u c h  
f e eli n gs as:

E v e  l ost m y  p ast.  T v e  l ost m y  
m or als  a n d  I a m  str a p p e d wit h  
t h e s o ci al  sti g m a of  b ei n g  a n  u n- ( 
m arri e d  t e e n a g er. I'll b e  l o o k e d 
u p o n  as  l o os e, i m m or al, a n d  i m
p ur e.

I' v e l ost m y  f ut ur e. If I d e ci d e  
t o k e e p  t h e b a b y,  t h e n e xt  1 8 t o 2 0

ar e pl a n n e d.  I 
c o mi nit m e nt  t o 

m y  c hil d,  a n d  m y  f ut ur e will  f e el 
o ut  of  h a n d  or  p us h e d  asi d e.  As  
I f e el l ess i n c o ntr ol,  I m a y  f e el 
pr ess ur e d  t o m arr y.

Izv e  l ost m y  s elf-i m a g e. As  
m y  b o d y  c h a n g es  p h ysi c all y,  it 
will  b e  a c o nst a nt r e mi n d er of  
w h at  Izv e  s a crifi c e d. I'll h a v e  a  
t e n d e n c y t o bl a m e  m ys elf,  t hi n k 
d e gr a di n g  t hi n gs a b o ut  m ys elf,  
t o p u nis h  m ys elf  e m oti o n all y  f or 
it.

q u esti o ns w er e  as k e d, b ut  I 
c o ul d n't g et  m y  t h o u g hts t o
g et h er  t o dis c uss  it f urt h er. I' v e 
al w a ys  h a d  a  s u b c o ns ci o us f e ar 
t h at m y  c hil dr e n  mi g ht  e n g a g e  
i n pr e m arit al  s e x. M y  f e ar h a d  
b e c o m e  a  r e alit y. W h at  w as  I t o 
s a y ? H o w  s h o ul d I r es p o n d a n d  
c o u ns el  m y  d a u g ht er ?

P er h a ps e v er y p ar e nt  
str u g gl es  wit h  t h at f e ar. O h,  t h er e 
ar e t h os e w h o  c o urt t h e i d e a, 
〃 M y  ki ds  ar e  a b o v e  a v er a g e.  T v e  
t a u g ht t h e m b ett er  a n d t h e y'r e 
n ot  r e all y i n v ol v e d/ * T h e y  r esist 
t h e t h o u g ht t h at it m a y  h a p p e n  
t o t h e m. B ut,  d o w n  d e e p,  m ost  
p ar e nts  ar e  c o n c er n e d  t h at t h eir 
c hil dr e n m a y  b e c o m e  s e x u all y  
a cti v e. It's tr a gi c, b ut  t h e f a ct is 
t h at y o ur  o w n  s o n or  d a u g ht er,  
y o ur  gr a n d c hil d,  y o ur  fri e n d's 
c hil d,  or  s o m e  of  t h e ki ds  at  y o ur  
c h ur c h  ar e  s e x u all y a cti v e.  If o n e  
of  t h e m b e c o m es  pr e g n a nt,  w h at  
will  b e  y o ur  attit u d e ?

W h at  will  y o u  s a y ? W h at  a c 
ti o n will  y o u  t a k e ?

I w o ul d  li k e t o s h ar e  h er e  t h e 
h el p  I r e c ei v e d —  fr o m b o o ks,  
fri e n ds, a n d G o d's  w or d  —  
w hi c h  g ui d e d  m y  wif e  a n d  m e  
t hr o u g h t his diffi c ult  p eri o d  of  
o ur  li v es. M y  h o p e  is t h at it c a n  
h el p  y o ut h  dir e ct ors,  p ast ors,  
a n y o n e  wit h  a  fri e n d i n t his sit u-
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N 4以 在 松 ％ "
I s at i n t h e c o u ns el or's  offi c e  

p o uri n g  o ut  t h e h urt  r a gi n g i n
si d e m e.  T h e  c o u ns el or as k e d,  
〃  W h y  d o  y o u  t hi n k y o u  ar e  h urt 
i n g s o ? " " W ell, " I r es p o n d e d, 
"t his  w h ol e  or d e al  is s o p ai nf ul.  
M y  littl e girl  is h urti n g  s o m u c h  
n o w  a n d  it's g oi n g  t o g et  a  l ot 
w ors e  b ef or e  it g ets  b ett er.  S h e'll  
s uff er s h a m e;  m a y  h a v e  t o dr o p  
o ut  of  s c h o ol; will  b e ar  a c hil d  
s h e c a n't  pr o vi d e  f or; a n d  m a y  
f a c e ot h er  c o ns e q u e n c es  I h a v e n't  
e v e n  t h o u g ht of. "

T h e  c o u ns el or  n o d d e d  sl o wl y.  
I w e nt  o n,  " A m y h as  all t h es e 
t o u g h d e cisi o ns  t o m a k e.  S h e'll  
h a v e  t o d e ci d e  w h et h er  t o m arr y  
t h e f at h er of  t h e c hil d. S h o ul d  
s h e k e e p  t h e b a b y  or  s h o ul d t h e 
c hil d b e  p ut  u p  f or a d o pti o n ?  
T h e n  t h er e's t h e s c h o oli n g.  
S h o ul d  s h e g o  a w a y  t o li v e wit h  
a n ot h er  f a mil y u ntil  t h e b a b y  is 
b o m ?  T h er e  ar e  s o m a n y  v ari 
a bl es  wit hi n  t h os e q u esti o ns  t h at 
it b o g gl es  t h e mi n d z l et al o n e  t h e 
e m oti o ns. N o  m att er  w h at  is 
d o n e,  e v er y o n e  i n v ol v e d will  f e el 
t h e p ai n. "

T h e  wis e  c o u ns el or  all o w e d  
m e  t o wi n d  d o w n.  Aft er  I fi n
is h e d, s h e l e a n e d f or w ar d a n d  
s ai d s oftl y, " Y o u s a y y o u  h a v e  
a c c e pt e d  A m y  a n d  ar e n't  a n gr y

I' v e l ost m y  r el ati o ns hi ps. 
H o w  will  m y  f a mil y a n d  fri e n ds 
f e el a b o ut m e ?  B o ys  m a y  s h y  
a w a y fr o m g oi n g  o ut  wit h  m e  
w h e n  t h e y k n o w  I h a v e  a  c hil d.  
F a mil y  m e m b ers  a n d  ot h er  a d ults  
w h o  r es p e ct e d m e  b ef or e  m a y  
n ot  r es p e ct m e  n o w.

S u c h  t h o u g hts a n d  e m oti o ns  
p o uri n g  d o w n  o n  h er  c o ul d  c a us e  
s o m e of  t h es e r es p o ns es:

girl  c o nt e m 
pl at es  t h es e l oss es, s h e will  u n 
d o u bt e dl y  e x p eri e n c e  p ai n  a n d  
s uff eri n g. S h e  m a y  gri e v e  o v er  
l osi n g c o ntr ol  of  t h e lif e s h e h a d  
pl a n n e d  o ut.

D e pr essi o n.  If s h e d o es n't  
o bt ai n  r eli ef fr o m h er  gri ef  a n d  
s uff eri n g, s h e will  g o  i nt o d e 
pr essi o n  a n d  if d e pr essi o n  is al 
l o w e d t o t a k e o v er,  s h e'll f a c e 
d es p air  a n d  f e el t h er e is n o  h o p e  
— n o  li g ht at  t h e e n d  of  t h e t u n
n el.

S h a m e.  E x c e pt  f or t h e gr a c e  
of  G o d,  f e eli n gs of  s h a m e will  
aff e ct h er  attit u d e t o w ar d h er 
s elf,  h er  fri e n ds, h er  cl os est  l o v e d 
o n es,  a n d  e v e n  t h e b a b y.  A c c e pt 
i n g f e eli n gs of  s h a m e  is a  d e v as 
t ati n g bl o w  t o s elf-i m a g e a n d  
o utl o o k  o n  lif e. S h a m e  c a n  cl o u d  
e v er y as p e ct of  h er  lif e: w or k,

s c h o ol,  c ari n g  f or h er  c hil d,  w or k 
i n g i n t h e c h ur c h,  c o u ns eli n g  a n d  
h el pi n g  ot h ers,  et c.

If t h er e is a n y  ti m e a  girl  n e e ds  
t h e l o v e of,  s u p p ort, a n d wis e  
c o u ns el  of  h er  p ar e nts,  it is d ur 
i n g a n  u n pl a n n e d  pr e g n a n c y.  B ut 
b e c a us e  p ar e nts  als o  ar e  e x p eri 
e n ci n g tr e m e n d o us e m oti o n al  
t ur m oil, t h e y r u n t h e d a n g er  of  
r e a cti n g n e g ati v el y  r at h er t h a n 
r es p o n di n g p ositi v el y.

T h e  n e xt  f e w d a ys  aft er  l e ar n
i n g of  m y  d a u g ht er's  pr e g n a n c y  
w er e  s o m e  of  t h e m ost  e m oti o n al  
a n d  c o nf usi n g  of  m y  lif e. R ar el y  
d o  I s h e d t e ars, b ut  t h at w e e k  I 
w e pt  bitt erl y  e v er y  d a y.  I f o u n d 
m ys elf  r e a cti n g n e g ati v el y  t o t h e 
e ntir e  sit u ati o n. If it h a d n't  b e e n  
f or d e di c at e d  c o u ns el ors at a  
Crisis  Pr e g n a n c y  C e nt er  ur gi n g  
m e  t o f oll o w t w o v er y  cr u ci al  
pri n ci pl es,  I w o ul d  h a v e  pr o b 
a bl y  dri v e n  m y  d a u g ht er  t o d e 
s p air. T h os e  pri n ci pl es  ar e  w h at  
1/  li k e t o s h ar e  wit h  y o u.  Si m pl y  
st at e d t h e y ar e:
• T h e  p o w er  of  f or gi v e n ess c a n  

u nt a n gl e  t h e e m oti o ns a n d  
cl arif y  t h e t hi n ki n g.

• C o m mitti n g  t h e f ut ur e t o G o d  
c a n  pr o vi d e  a  s e ns e of  dir e c 
ti o n.
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pr e m a-  
or  

ar e all p ai nf ul  a n d  
a p p e ar u n a c c e pt a bl e.  C o nf usi o n  b e 
c o m es  t h e or d er  of  t h e d a y.  Y et  w h e n  I 
f o u n d t h e p o w er  t o f or gi v e, I g ai n e d  
n ot  o nl y  a  s u p er n at ur al  s u p p orti v e  l o v e 
f or A m y,  b ut  a cl arit y of  h e art  a n d  
mi n d  t o u n d erst a n d  t h e alt er n ati v es.  
As  m y  e m oti o ns  u nt a n gl e d,  I s at  d o w n  
a n d  wr ot e  h er  a l o n g l ett er. H er e  ar e  
s o m e e x c er pts  fr o m t h at l ett er:

ti o ns; it's diffi c ult  t o t hi n k str ai g ht. I s e ns e 
t h at t his pr e g n a n c y  r e pr es e nts t h e l oss of  
e v er yt hi n g  y o u z u er e
z u hil e it m a y  a p p e ar  t o b e  t h at w a y  o n  t h e 
s urf a c e,  y o u  I w v e n ot  l ost e v er yt hi n g  w h e n  
y o n  h a v e  G o d  as  y o ur  S a vi or  a n d  Fri e n d.  I n 
f a d, b y  pr o p erl y  r es p o n di n g t o G o d  a n d  
His  W or d,  y o u  i vill g ai n  f ar m or e  t h a n y o u  
e v er  i m a gi n e d.

R e m e m b er f A m y  , y o u  h a v e  s o u g ht  G o d's  
f or gi v e n ess a n d  t his m e a ns  y o ur  sl at e is 
cl e a n  —  as  f ar as  G o d  is c o n c er n e d,  y o u  
h a v e  c o m mitt e d  n o  si n, e v er!  M o m  a n d  1,  
t o o, h a v e  f or gi v e n y o u.  W e  c a n  z u al k  d oz v n  
t h e str e et z uit h o ur  d a u g ht er  as  pr o u d  as  
w e' v e  e v er  b e e n.  W h at  m a k es  us  pr o u d,  a n d  
G o d,  t o o, is t h e f a ct t h at y o u' v e  a c k n o wl 
e d g e d y o ur err or, s o u g ht G o d's  f or gi v e
n ess,  a n d  c o m mitt e d  y o ur  lif e t o Hi m.

B ut  z v h at a b o ut  t h e r est of  y o ur  lif e ? 
Y o u  h a v e  m a n y  diffi c ult  d e cisi o ns  t o m a k e.  
Y o u  h a v e  y o ur  lif e a n d t h e lif e of  y o ur  b a b y  
t o c o nsi d er. T h er e  ar e n o " p erf e ct " a n-  
sz u ers. O n e  of  t h e t hi n gs t h at m a k es  t his 
diffi c ult  is t h at t h er e ar e  s o m a n y  alt er n a 
ti v es, a n d n o n e  oft h e ni  is pl e as a nt.  B ut  as  
y o u  ali g n  y o ur  r es p o ns es t o t h e i nstr u c
ti o ns of  G o d's  W or d,  t h e cl o u ds  z vill cl e ar  
a n d  H e  will  m a k e  His  will  k n oz u n.

I c a n't t ell y o u z v h at t o d o.  Y o u  h a v e  
e n g a g e d  i n a n  a d ult  a ct  a n d  y o u  h a v e  a n  
a d ult  d e cisi o n  t o m a k e.  H o w e v er,  I w a nt  t o 
p oi nt  o ut  t o y o u t h e c o nt e xt i n w hi c h  t o 
m a k e  y o ur  d e cisi o n. W h e n  y o u c o nsi d er  
y o ur  o pti o ns,  d o  s o wit h  o n e  c e ntr al  p ur 
p os e  i n mi n d:  W h at  will  bri n g  t h e m ost  
h o n or  t o G o d ?  Ri g ht  c h oi c es  b e c o m e  cl e ar  
as  y o u:

1.  M ai nt ai n  ri g ht  attit u d es  ( ali g n y o ur 
s elf  wit h  G o d's  W or d  d uri n g  tr yi n g ti m es, 
l o v e t h os e w h o  mistr e at  y o u, a n d  a c c e pt  
y o ur  h u m bli n g  p ositi o n  wit h  gr a c e).

2.  C o nti n u e  t o c o nsi d er  o nl y  t h os e o p 
ti o ns t h at w o ul d  bri n g  h o n or  t o G o d.

3.  O bt ai n  wis e  c o u ns el  fr o m m at ur e  
C hristi a ns  t o c o nfir m  t h e l e a di n g y o u  h a v e.

If y o u  d e ci d e  t o k e e p  t h e b a b y,  y o u  c a n  
r est  ass ur e d  w e  will  d o  all  i n o ur  p o w er  t o 
b e  t h e b est  gr a n d p ar e nts  p ossi bl e.  W e  
f ulfill o ur  r es p o nsi bilit y i n b ei n g  a

r e aliz e t h at o ur  m ai n  p ur p os e  i n lif e is t o 
k n o w  G o d  a n d  gl orif y  Hi m,  lif e c o m es  i nt o 
pr o p er  p ers p e cti v e.  A n d  I b eli e v e,  A m y,  t h e 
m or e  y o u  a n d  I k n o w  Hi m  a n d  s e e  lif efr o m 
His  p ers p e cti v e,  t h e m or e  lif e a n d  all  its 
str u g gl es a n d  pr o bl e ms  b e gi n t o b e r e
s ol v e d.

G o d  h as  a n  a ns w er  f or t his sit u ati o n.  H e  
h as  a  s ol uti o n. O n e  wit h o ut  p ai n  a n d  s uf 
f eri n g ? Pr o b a bl y  n ot.  Y et,  H e  h as  pl e nt y  of  
gr a c e,  t h at w h e n  a p pr o pri at e d  t o o ur  li v es, 
will  b ef or  o ur  g o o d  a n d  His  gl or y.  B ut,  I' v e 
l e ar n e d t h at I c a n't  a p pr o pri at e  His  gr a c e  
w hil e  r es p o n di n g  t o lif e i n a n  u n- C hristli k e  
m a n n er.  S o,  I stri v e  t ost a y al w a ys  wit hi n  
t h e b o u n d ari es  w h er e  G o d's  l o v e c a n  r e a c h 
a n d  bl ess  ( m e) y o u "  ( J u d e 1: 2 1  L B).  O n c e  
w e  b e gi n t o r es p o n d a c c or di n g  t o G o d's  
W or d,  w e  ar e  t h e n a bl e  t o m o v e  o n  a n d  
cl e arl y  u n d erst a n d  t h e c h oi c es  w e  h a v e  t o 
m a k e.

I k n o w  y o u  ar e  str u g gli n g, e v e n  m or e  
t h a n M o m  a n d  I ar e,  wit h  a  fl o o d of e m o-

D e ar  A m y,
I k n o w  t h at d uri n g  t his p ast  w e e k  y o u  

h a v e  s uff er e d p ai n  as n e v er  b ef or e; t h e 
b ur d e n  t h at y o u  b e ar  is p er h a ps  t h e h e a vi 
est  y o u v e  e v er  c arri e d. Y et  t hr o u g h it all  
G o d  ass ur es  us:  " M y  gr a c e  is s uffi ci e nt  f or 
y o u,  f or M y  p o w er  is p erf e ct e d  i n i v e a k- 
n ess "  ( 2 C or.  1 2: 1 9).

A n d  o n e  t hi n g V v e  c o m e t o r e aliz e is 
t h at G o d  h as  n ot  d e cl ar e d  t h at lif e is o v er  
b e c a us e  of  a n  u n pl a n n e d  pr e g n a n c y.  G o d  
h as  gr e at  pl a ns  f or y o ur  f ut ur e. Y o u  h a v e  
n ot  b e e n  dis q u alifi e d  fr o nt t h e r a c e. I n  f a ct, 
H e  pl a ns  t o dr a w  y o u  cl os er t o Hi m  a n d  
t e a c h y o u t o k n o w  Hi m  b ett er  t h a n y o u  
h a v e  e v er k n o w n Hi m  b ef or e. O n c e  w e

wit h  h er,  b ut  is t h e p ai n  y o u  f e el all  f or 

y o ur  d a u g ht er ? ”
I w as n't  s ur e w h at  s h e w as  dri vi n g  

at.  " W h at  d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  I q u esti o n e d.
S h e  c o nti n u e d,  "I r e a D y e n c o ur a g e  

y o u  t o e x a mi n e t h e r e as o n f or y o ur  
p ers o n al  h urt.  D o  y o u  f e el y o u  h a v e  
l ost s o m e of  t h e t hi n gs y o u  w a nt e d  t o 
s h ar e wit h  y o ur  d a u g ht er ? ”

Y es,  I h a d.  D e e p  d o w n  Iz t o oz s uf 
f er e d a  l oss. I w a nt e d  t o gi v e  m y  d a u g h 
t er as a vir gi n  t o a C hristi a n  y o u n g  
m a n.  B ut  n o w  I h a d  l ost t h at p ossi bil 
it y. I w a nt e d  t o e x p eri e n c e t h e j o y of  
m y  d a u g ht er's  first c hil d,  b ut  I c o ul d n't  
h a v e  t h at eit h er.  I w a nt e d  t o b e  a  p art  
of  m y  first gr a n d c hil d's  lif e, b ut  it a p 
p e ar e d  I h a d  l ost t h at o p p ort u nit y  t o o. 
M y  t e ars w er e n't  j ust f or A m y  —  t h e y 
w er e  f or m e  as  w ell.  I w o ul d  als o  f e el 
t h e s h a m e a n d  p ai n  of  h er  mist a k e.

I pr a y e d  f or a  s pirit of  f or gi v e n ess. 
N o w  m or e  t h a n e v er,  A m y  n e e d e d  m y  
s u p p ort, l o v e, a n d a c c e pt a n c e. As  I 
c o nf ess e d  m y  r es e nt m e nt a n d  s elfis h 
n ess  t o G o d z H e  fill e d m e  wit h  a  s u p 
p orti v e  l o v e f or m y  d a u g ht er  t h at I 
n e v er  t h o u g ht p ossi bl e.  G o d's  p o w er  
of  f or gi v e n ess t o o k a w a y t h e r es e nt-

M y  e m o 
ti o n al c o nf usi o n  b e g a n  t o f a d e. T h e  a ct  
of  f or gi vi n g p ut  t h e c h oi c es  t h at w o ul d  
h a v e  t o b e  m a d e  i nt o p ers p e cti v e.

Y o u  s e e, t h e c o ns e q u e n c es  of  a  f e w 
fl e eti n g m o m e nts  of  u n c o ntr oll e d  p as 
si o n s e e m e n dl ess.  N o  m att er  w hi c h  
alt er n ati v es  ar e  c o nsi d er e d  —  
t ur e m arri a g e,  si n gl e p ar e nti n g,  
a d o pti o n  —  t h e y
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b a b y. z,  M y  
"I c o ul d t ell y o u  w h at

a n u n-
a n

gl a dl y  willi n g  t o r ais e y o ur  
ar e

fr o m 
1 a n d  
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y o u  i nt o His  c ar e.  O n c e  y o u'r e  s o  c o m 
mitt e d,  as k  Hi m  w h at  H e  w a nts  t o d o  
wit h  His  littl e u n b or n  c hil d.  T ell  G o d  
y o u  ar e  
b a b y  if H e  s o d esir es,  a n d y o u  
e q u all y  willi n g  f or Hi m  t o h a n d  y o ur  
c hil d  t o s o m e ot h er  f a mil y t o r ais e.z/

As  w e e ks  w e nt  b y z G o d  g a v e  A m y  
t h e a bilit y  t o r eli n q uis h h er  c hil d  a n d  
h er  o w n  f ut ur e i nt o G o d 怎  h a n ds.  
Sl o wl y  pi e c es  of  t h e p u z zl e  c a m e t o
g et h er.  O n e  c o nfir m ati o n  aft er  a n ot h er  
m a d e  it cl e ar  t o h er,  a n d  e v e nt u all y  t o 
all  of  us z w h at  s h e w as  t o d o.  I h esit at e  
t o s h ar e  h er  d e cisi o n  si m pl y b e c a us e  I 
w o ul d  n ot  w a nt  it t o b e  c o nsi d er e d  a  
d et er mi ni n g  f a ct or f or a n y o n e els e.  
E a c h  f a mil y sit u ati o n is u ni q u e  a n d  
m ust  b e  c o nsi d er e d  s e p ar at el y  b ef or e  
G o d.  H o w e v er,  I b eli e v e  t h e pri n ci pl e  
is a p pli c a bl e  t o all: C o m mit  y o ur  f u
t ur e a n d  t h e lif e of  t h e b a b y  t o G o d  a n d  
H e  will  dir e ct  y o u.

A m y  h a d  m or e  t h a n s e v e n m o nt hs  
t o m a k e  t h e bi g g est  d e cisi o n  of  h er  lif e. 
S h e  w as  c o nfi d e nt  t h at m arr yi n g  M ar k  
w o ul d  f urt h er c o m pli c at e  m att ers.  W e  
a gr e e d.  B ut  w as  s h e t o r ais e h er  c hil d  
as  a  si n gl e p ar e nt ?  Or  w er e  w e  t o as 
s u m e t h e r es p o nsi bilit y of  r aisi n g o ur  
first gr aii d c hil d ?  Or  di d  G o d  h a v e  a  
C hristi a n  c o u pl e  pr e p ar e d  t o r ais e o ur  
d a u g ht er's  b a b y ?  W e e ks  t ur n e d i nt o 
m o nt hs  a n d  still  n o  cl e ar  dir e cti o n.  W e  
pr a y e d  d ail y  t h at G o d  w o ul d  pr o vi d e  
cl e ar  dir e cti o n  t o A m y.

O n e  aft er n o o n  w hil e  dis c ussi n g  t h e 
o pti o ns  wit h  h er,  s h e  b e c a m e  fr ustr at e d.

i nfl u e n c e as  b est  w e  c a n u n d er  G o d.
If  y o u  d e ci d e  t o m a k e  a  pl a c e m e nt  pl a n  

f or y o ur  b a b y,  y o u  c a n  r est ass ur e d  w e  will  
b e  t h er e t o s u p p ort y o u, l o v e y o u, w e e p  
z uit h y o u  a n d  h e al  t o g et h er wit h  y o u.

I l o v e y o u  d e arl y,  A m y,  m or e  t h a n y o u  
c a n  hi o w.  Y o u  will  al w a ys  b e  ni y  littl e girl.  
T h er e  ar e  bri g ht er  a n d  m or e  b e a utif ul  d a ys  
a h e a d  f or all  of  us.  G o d  will  us e  t his as  a  
st e p pi n g st o n e i n all  o ur  li v es. W e  will  
l e a m m u c h  t o g et h er. W e  c a n m or e  eff e c 
ti v el y mi nist er  t o ot h ers  b e c a us e  of  h o w  w e  
all o w  C o d  t o us e  t his i n o ur  li v es.

T hr o u g h  t his z u e c a n all  b e c o m e  e v e n  
cl os er  as  a  f a mil y t h a n b ef or e.  M o m  a n d  I 
f e el h o n or e d  a n d  z o a nt t o t h a n k y o u  f or 
s h ari n g t his z uit h us  o n  t h e v er y  d a y  y o u  
f o u n d o ut.  W e  t h a n k y o u  f or t h e o p p ort u 
nit y  t o b e  a  p art  of  t h e d e cisi o ns  t h at aff e ct  
t h e lif e of  o ur  first gr a n d c hil d.  N o  m att er  
w h at,  t his z uill al w a ys  b e  a  s p e ci al c hil d  t o 
b ot h  of  us;  w e  h a v e  l ots of  l o v e t o s h ar e  wit h  
y o u a n d  y o ur  first c hil d  —  i n z o h at e v er 

i w a y  G o d  c h o os es  t o l et us  b e  a  p art.
T h e  r o a d m a y  s e e m d ar k  a n d  l o n el y at  

ti m es, b ut  r e m e m b er  w e'r e  a h u a ys  h er e  a n d  
w a nt  t o h el p.  A n d,  m or e  i m p ort a ntl y, C hrist  
is wit h  y o u al w a ys,  y o ur  d e ar est  fri e n d, 
y o ur cl os est  c o m p a ni o n,  t h e O n e  w h o  k n o ws  
y o u  m ost  a n d  l o v es y o u  b est.  M o m  a n d  I 
pr a y  f or y o u  d ail y.  I l o v e y o u,  I l o v e y o u,  I 
l o v e y o u.

〃 D a d, 〃  s h e s ai d i n t e ars, ' T v e g ot  t o 
k n o w  w h at zs ri g ht t o d o.  W h y  w o n't  
y o u  t ell m e  w h at  I s h o ul d d o ? ”

M y  e y es  bl urr e d  as  I tri e d t o e x pl ai n,  
" A m y,  y o u  k n o w  t h at I l o v e y o u.  A n d  
I w a nt  w h at  is b est  f or y o u  a n d t h e 

v oi c e  c h o k e d  wit h  e m oti o n,  
w as  ri g ht if I 

c o ul d  o nl y  s e e s o m e 2 0  y e ars  i nt o t h e 
f ut ur e, b ut  I c a n't.  H o n e y,  I d o n't  k n o w  
e x a ctl y w h at  t o d o  eit h er, b ut  I d o  
k n o w  h o w  y o u  c a n  fi n d o ut. "

S h e  s o b b e d q ui etl y  as I w e nt  o n.  
" C o m mit  y o ur  f ut ur e i nt o G o d's  h a n ds;  
H e  d o es  k n o w  t h e f ut ur e. Gi v e  Hi m  
y o ur  b a b y;  r eli n q uis h t h at lif e wit hi n

— A ut h or  a n o n y m o us,  a n  e x c er pt  f 
W h y  V ^ ait ?  b y  J os h M c D o w ell

^ 4
As  I l o o k b a c k  o v er  t h e y e ar,  I s e e  

t h at a ct u all y  I off er e d  v er y  littl e a d vi c e  
t o m y  d a u g ht er,  b ut  di d  gi v e  l ots of  
l o v e a n d  s u p p ort. A n d  it w as  t h at l o v e 
a n d s u p p ort fr o m b ot h  K a y  a n d m e  
t h at all o w e d  w h at  littl e c o u ns el  w e  di d  
off er  t o b e  of  h el p.

If y o u  fi n d y o urs elf  i n a  si mil ar  sit u 
ati o n,  I ur g e  y o u  t o s e e k G o d's  gr a c e  
e arl y  al o n g  wit h  t h e s u p p ort of  wis e  
bi bli c al  c o u ns el ors.  Tr a ns p ar e ntl y  c o n 
f ess t h e p ai n  a n d  h urt  y o u  f e el. All o w  
G o d  t o fill y o u  wit h  t h e p o w er  of  His  
f or gi v e n ess a n d  t h e n c o m mit t h e f u
t ur e of  y o ur  d a u g ht er  a n d  h er  b a b y  
i nt o His  h a n ds.  I' m c o nfi d e nt  t h at G o d  
m a k es  His  will  k n o w n  t o t h os e w h o  
h o n estl y  a n d  u ns elfis hl y  s e e k  His  l e a d
ers hi p.

T h e  bitt er  c o ns e q u e n c es of  
pl a n n e d  pr e g n a n c y  i n t h e lif e of  
u n m arri e d  girl  a n d  h er  f a mil y ar e  b e 
y o n d  m y  a bilit y  t o d es cri b e  h er e.  G o d  
c ert ai nl y  k n e w  w h at  w as  b est  w h e n  H e  
c o m m a n d e d a g ai nst pr e m arit al  s e x.  
O ur  e ntir e  or d e al  c a us es  us  t o pr ais e  
G o d  f or His  s p e cifi c  m or al  c o m m a n ds  
of  l o v e. T h e y  ar e  c o m m a n ds  d esi g n e d  
f or t h e pr ot e cti o n  a n d pr o visi o n  of  
y o u n g  p e o pl e.

B ut,  p er h a ps  e v e n  m or e  t h a n t h at, 
w e  pr ais e  G o d  f or b ei n g  t h e gr a ci o us  
f or gi v er a n d  l o vi n g fri e n d w h o  lifts t h e 
f all e n a n d r est or es a  br o k e n  lif e. H e  
w as  t h er e t hr o u g h e v er y  m o m e nt  of  
e v er y d a y,  dr a wi n g  m y  d a u g ht er  t o 
His  s o ot hi n g  br e ast.  I n t h e l o n el y ni g ht  
h o urs  of  p ai n  a n d  r e gr et, H e  w as  t h er e; 
d uri n g  t h e ti m e of  i n d e cisi o n a n d  c o n 
f usi o n, H e  w as  t h er e; a n d  H e'll  b e  t h er e 
f or y o u,  t o o, if y o u  fi n d y o urs elf  i n a  
si mil ar  sit u ati o n.  His  " gr a c e  is s uffi ci e nt  
f or y o u,f or  p o w er  is p erf e ct e d  i n w e a k n ess "  
( 2 C or.  1 2: 9,  N A S B).
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A d a pt e d  
fr o m 

Ri c k  W arr e n

T e n  b arri ers  st a n d b et w e e n  c h ur c h es  a n d  d y 
n a mi c  gr o wt h.  W h at  ar e  t h e y ?

gr o w  t o a  p oi nt  as  l o n g as it d o es n't  m a k e  t h e m 
u n c o mf ort a bl e.  B ut,  w h e n  t h e b al a n c e  st arts ti p
pi n g  a n d  t h er e ar e  m or e  n e w c o m ers  t h a n t h er e ar e  
ol d-ti m ers,  pr o bl e ms  aris e. P e o pl e  b e gi n  t o s a y, 
〃It's  n ot  m y  c h ur c h  a n y m or e "  or  "I d o n't  k n o w  
e v er y b o d y  a n y m or e "  or  ' T m afr ai d  I'll b e c o m e  j ust 
a  n u m b er  a n d  g et  l ost i n t h e cr o w d "  or  Z, I j ust li k e 
t h e w a y  it is. " T h e  a nti d ot e t o t his pr o bl e m  is 
affi nit y  or  c ell  gr o u ps.  C h ur c h es  m ust  gr o w  l ar g er 
a n d s m all er at t h e s a m e ti m e —  l ar g er i n t h e 
c or p or at e,  c el e br ati o n s er vi c es b ut  s m all er usi n g  
c ell  gr o u ps  w hi c h  c ar e  f or t h e i n di vi d u al n e e ds  of  
p e o pl e.

I. M e m b er s  w o n*t  bri n g  fri e n d s t o c h ur c h.

T h e  f a ct is y o u  h a v e  t o h a v e  visit ors  b ef or e  y o u  
c a n  h a v e  m e m b ers.  A  l ot of  p e o pl e  s a y, "I  l o v e m y  
c h ur c h  b ut  I w o ul d n't  b e  c a u g ht  d e a d  bri n gi n g  a  
n o n- C hristi a n  fri e n d b e c a us e  t h e s er vi c e w o ul d n't  
m a k e  s e ns e t o t h e m. " S o,  t h e a nti d ot e is s e e k er
s e nsiti v e s er vi c es. S er vi c es  m ust  b e  d esi g n e d,  at  
l e ast i n p art,  t o attr a ct a n d k e e p  t h e u ns a v e d.  
Cl ass es  a n d  pr o gr a ms  w hi c h  c at er  o nl y  t o c urr e nt  
m e m b ers  e x cl u d e n e w  p e o pl e  fr o m j oi ni n g t h e 
" C hristi a n  cli q u es/'  O ur  f o c us n ot  o nl y  n e e ds  t o b e  
o n  w ors hi p pi n g  G o d  a n d  dis ci pli n g  b eli e v ers,  b ut  
als o  o n  j o yf ull y bri n gi n g  i n t h e l ost.

2.  P e o pl e  f e ar gr o wt h  will  r ui n t h e f ell o w s hi p.

D o  w e  e x p eri e n c e t his attit u d e a m o n g o ur  
c h ur c h es ? R e all y,  e v er y b o d y  w a nts  t h e c h ur c h  t o

T h e  r e alit y of  c h ur c h  gr o wt h  i n A m eri c a  is t h at 
9 5 %  of  all  t h e c h ur c h es  st o p gr o wi n g  b ef or e  t h e y 
r e a c h a n  att e n d a n c e  of  3 0 0.  W h at  d o es  it t a k e t o 
l e a d a  c h ur c h  t o gr o wt h ?  W h at  d o es  it t a k e t o g et  a  
c h ur c h  g oi n g ?  W ell,  t h e first t hi n g y o u  h a v e  t o d o  
is y o u  h a v e  t o r e m o v e t h e b arri ers  t o gr o wt h.  It is 
n at ur al  f or c h ur c h es t o gr o w  —  t h e y ar e  
or g a nis ms.  It is u n n at ur al  f or t h e m n ot  t o gr o w.

T h er ef or e  t h e t as k of  l e a d ers hi p is t o dis c o v er  
a n d r e m o v e t h e b arri ers  s o t h at gr o wt h  c a n b e  
a ut o m ati c.  W e  n e e d  t o as k  o urs el v es, W h at  ar e  t h e 
b arri ers  t o gr o wt h  i n m y  c h ur c h ? ”  O n c e  t h e b arri 
ers ar e r e m o v e d, t h e n t h e gr o wt h  will  b e gi n  t o 
h a p p e n.

List e d  b el o w  ar e  t e n k e y  b arri ers  t h at pr o hi bit  
c h ur c h  gr o wt h.  O ur  f o c us a n d  visi o n  m ust  a d dr ess  
t h es e b arri ers  a n d  n ot  o nl y  
pl a c e  t h e m wit h  c orr e ct bi bli c al  pri n ci pl es  a n d  
pr a cti c es  w hi c h  will  l e a d t o gr o wt h.

3.  T h e  c h ur c h  i s dri v e n  b y  tr a diti o n.

C h ur c h es  m ust  b e  dri v e n  b y  p ur p os e.  W e  m ust  
n ot  b e c o m e  a nti-tr a diti o n  b e c a us e  t h er e is n ot hi n g  
wr o n g  wit h  tr a diti o n i n a n d  of  its elf. C ert ai n  t hi n gs 
us u all y  b e c o m e  tr a diti o ns b e c a us e  t h e y w or k.  B ut,  
w e  c a n n ot  a ut o m ati c all y  a c c e pt  or  r ej e ct a  tr a diti o n 
j ust b e c a us e  it h as  b e e n  us e d  i n t h e p ast.  O ur  
r es p o nsi bilit y is t o e v al u at e  it a n d  r e affir m it, r e d e
fi n e itz r e pl a c e itz or  r e m o v e it. T h e  wr o n g  m oti v a 
ti o n i n a  c h ur c h  is t h at w e' v e  al w a ys  d o n e  it t h at 
w a y.  Tr a diti o n  m a y  n ot  b e  pr a cti c al,  l et al o n e  
bi bli c al.

T w o  d a n g ers  e xist  i n tr a diti o n. T h e  first d a n g er  
is t h at w e  m a k e  t h e m et h o ds  of  s o m et hi n g s a cr e d. 
N e v er  c o nf us e  t h e m et h o d  wit h  t h e m ess a g e.  It is 
u n a c c e pt a bl e  t o c h a n g e  t h e "f ait h o n c e  d eli v er e d  
u nt o  t h e s ai nts. , z B ut  t h e m et h o ds  h a v e  t o c h a n g e.  
W h at  w or k e d  i n t h e 1 8t h  c e nt ur y  will  n ot  w or k  i n 
t h e 1 9t h z a n d  w h at  w or k e d  i n t h e 1 9t h  w o n't  w or k  
i n t h e 2 0t h z a n d  w h at  w or ks  n o w  will  n ot  w or k  i n 
t h e f ut ur e.

T h e  s e c o n d pr o bl e m  wit h  tr a diti o n is w e  oft e n  
f or g et w h y  w e  d o  w h at  w e  d o  —  w e  l os e o ur  s e ns e  
of  p ur p os e.  A  pri n ci pl e  of  vit al  i m p ort a n c e r el at e d 
t o c h ur c h  gr o wt h  a n d  pr o gr a ms  is " W h e n  t h e h ors e  
is d e a d,  dis m o u nt/'  I n o ur  c h ur c h es,  w e  h a v e  gr e at



t ar g et g e o gr a p hi c all y,

r n t h e W a y
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4.  Tr yi n g  t o a p p e al  t o e v er y b o d y.

W e  ar e n ot  t h e s a m e. All  
ar o u n d  us  ar e  p e o pl e  of  diff er e nt  
t ast es, diff er e nt  i d e as, diff er e nt  
c o n vi cti o ns,  a n d  e v e n diff er e nt  
c ult ur es.  B ut  t h er e is a n  a nti d ot e  
t o t his pr o bl e m  i n t h e c h ur c h  —  
d efi n e d  t ar g et. C h ur c h es  m ust  
d efi n e  a

c ult ur all y,  et c.  s o eff e cti v e  mi n 
istr y c a n  t a k e pl a c e  t o t h os e it is 
c all e d  t o mi nist er  t o (s e e P a ul's  
e x a m pl e  of  t his i n I C ori nt hi a ns  
9: 1 9- 2 7). T h e  m or e  cl e arl y w e  
d efi n e  o ur  t ar g et, t h e e asi er  it is 
t o r e a c h p e o pl e.

dis ci pl es  br e a k  t h e tr a diti o ns of  
t h e el d ers ? ” A n d  J es us r e pli e d, 
" W h y d o  y o u  br e a k  t h e c o m 
m a n ds  of  G o d  f or t h e s a k e of  
tr a diti o n ?' *

W e  c a n n ot h a v e  a n y s a cr e d  
c o ws,  a n y  pr o gr a ms  or  m et h o ds  
w hi c h  c a n n ot  b e  c h a n g e d.  N ot h 
i n g c a n n ot  b e  c h a n g e d  e x c e pt  t h e 
tr ut h, t h e t esti m o n y of  J es us  
C hrist.  B ut  h o w  w e  d eli v er  tr ut h 
is al w a ys u p f or gr a bs.  
Y est er d a y's  t o ols c a n n ot  b e  us e d  
i n t o d a y's mi nistr y  a n d  m e et  t h e 
n e e ds  of  t o m orr o w. A n  e x a m pl e  
of  t his c o m mit m e nt  t o c h a n g e  is 
H o m er  Li n ds a y,  p ast or  of  First  
B a ptist  C h ur c h  i n J a c ks o n vill e,  
Fl ori d a,  att e n d a n c e  of  9, 0 0 0.  H e  
kill e d  b us  mi nistr y  w h e n  t h e y 
w er e  still  bri n gi n g  i n 8 0 0  p e o pl e  
o n  t h e b us es.  H e  k n e w  t h e mi nis 
tr y w as  g oi n g  t h e wr o n g  w a y  
a n d  h e  a x e d  it. W h at  a n  a c c o m 
plis h m e nt  t o h a v e  8 0 0  p e o pl e  
att e n di n g  d u e  t o a  b us  mi nistr y,  
b ut  w h at  a  gr e at  st e p of  f ait h i n 
d oi n g  a w a y wit h  s o m et hi n g  
t h a Cs d yi n g.  W e zv e  g ot  t o c at c h  a  
w a v e  a n d  g et  off  b ef or e  it cr ests.

5.  B ei n g  pr o gr a m- ori e nt e d  
r at h er t h a n pr o c e s s- ori e nt e d.

T h e  a nti d ot e  t o t his pr o bl e m  
is t h e lif e- d e v el o p m e nt pr o c ess.  
P e o pl e  m ust  b e  m o v e d  fr o m 
m e m b ers hi p  t o m at urit y  t o mi n 
istr y a n d  t h e n t o missi o ns.  W e' v e  
g ot  t o bri n g  t h e m i nz b uil d  t h e m 
u p,  tr ai n t h e m, a n d  s e n d t h e m 
o ut.  Is it t o o l oft y t o b eli e v e  w e  
c a n  b e  o n e  of  t h e m ost  s pirit u al  
c h ur c h es  i n t h e w orl d  b y  t h e y e ar  
2, 0 0 3 ?  Is it t o o l oft y t o b eli e v e  w e  
c a n b e c o m e  o n e  of  t h e f ast est 
gr o wi n g  c h ur c h es  i n t h e w orl d ?  
S o m e  mi g ht  t hi n k t h es e g o als  t o 
b e  ri di c ul o us, u nr e alisti c,  or  
u n a c hi e v a bl e. N ot  s o. T h es e  
s h o ul d b e  t h e g o als  of  e a c h  a n d  
e v er y  c h ur c h  o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e 
e art h.  T hr o u g h  pr o c ess  a n d  p ur 
p os e,  t his c a n  h a p p e n.  T hr o u g h  
pr o gr a ms,  it w o n't.  O n c e  t h e y e ar  
2 z0 0 3 arri v es, c o ul d w e  e v e n  
k n o w  if w e  m et  t h e l oft y g o als  
m e nti o n e d  a b o v e ? B y  i m pl e
m e nti n g  p ur p os e  a n d  pr o c ess es,  
as  o p p os e d  t o pr o gr a ms,  a  s p e 
cifi c m e as ur e  c a n b e  m a d e  t o 
d et er mi n e if t h e g o al w as  
a c hi e v e d.

(C o nti n u e d  o n  P a g e  2 1)

pr o gr a ms  t h at w er e  gr e at  i n t h e 
p ast  b ut  ar e  d e a d  n o w.  W h at  w e  
n e e d  t o d o  is gi v e  t h e m a  d e c e nt  
b uri al.  P et er  Dr u c k er  s ai d, 〃 T h e  
m ost  e x p e nsi v e  a n d  m ost  diffi 
c ult  t hi n g t o d o  i n lif e is t o k e e p  
a c or ps e fr o m sti n ki n g. / z T h e  
pr o bl e m  is t h at t h e t hi n gs t h at 
ar e  h ar d est  t o l et g o  of  ar e t h e 
t hi n gs t h at w or k e d  i n t h e p ast.  
B ut,  j ust b e c a us e  t h e y w or k e d  i n 
t h e p ast  d o es n't  m e a n  t h e y still 
w or k.  S o,  y o u  h a v e  t o l et g o  of  
s o m e tr a diti o ns.

A  c as e  i n p oi nt  is M os es.  H e  
l ost his  ri g ht t o l e a d ers hi p b e 
c a us e  h e  w o ul d n't  l et g o  of  tr a di
ti o n. R e m e m b er  t h e first ti m e 
M os es  w e nt  u p  t o t h e r o c k a n d  
G o d  t ol d hi m  t o stri k e t h e r o c k ? 
H e  o b e y e d,  b ut  w h at  h a p p e n e d  
n e xt  ti m e ? G o d  t ol d M os es  t o 
s p e a k t o t h e r o c k a n d M os es'  
r es p o ns e w as,  〃 O h,  n o  L or d,  
w e' v e  n e v er  d o n e  it t h at w a y  
b ef or e.  W e' v e  al w a ys  str u c k t h e 
r o c k. 〃 B ut  G o d  r es p o n d e d, "I  
k n o w  t h at b ut  I w a nt  y o u  t o d o  it 
i n a n e w  a n d diff er e nt  w a y. "  
A g ai n  M os es  s ai d,  〃 N o  sir,  w e' v e  
al w a ys d o n e  it t h e tr a diti o n al 
w a y.  S o  I' m g oi n g  t o stri k e t h e 
r o c k. " As  a  r es ult, M os es  l ost his  
ri g ht t o l e a d ers hi p a n d di d n't  
e nt er  i nt o t h e pr o mis e d  l a n d.

J es us  s ai d  t h e s a m e  t hi n g w h e n  
H e  t ol d us  w e  c a n n ot  p ut  n e w  
wi n e  i n ol d  wi n es ki ns.  N ot e  t h e 
e x c h a n g e  of  J es us  a n d  t h e P h ari 
s e es i n M att h e w  1 5: 1- 3. T h e  
P h aris e es  as k e d,  " W h y d o  y o ur
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t h e str a n g ers i n t h e l a n d t o s u b 
mit  t h e ms el v es t o t h e s a m e  c o m 
m a n d m e nts  t h at H e  g a v e  t o t h e 
c hil dr e n  of  Isr a el. T his  w as  es p e 
ci all y  tr u e r e g ar di n g t h e S a b b at h.  
T his  i n its elf gi v es  us  a  gli m ps e  of  
h o w  i m p ort a nt it is f or o ur  will  
t o b e  s u b mitt e d t o a n ot h er's.

Fr o m  t h e B e gi n ni n g
W e  fi n d i n t h e v er y  b e gi n ni n g  

of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at t h e a n g el  of  t h e 
L or d  s p o k e t o H a g ar  a n d t ol d 
h er  t o r et ur n t o h er  mistr ess  a n d  
s u b mit  h ers elf  u nt o  h er.  W e  ar e  
all  f a mili ar wit h  t his st or y s o w e  
will  s p ar e d et ails  f or t h e s a k e of  
ti m e a n d  s p a c e. S uffi c e  it t o s a y  
t h at G o d  w as  d e ali n g  wit h  a  h ar d  
sit u ati o n i n t his i nst a n c e, h u 
m a nl y  s p e a ki n g, a n d  w e  mi g ht  
t e n d t o t hi n k t h at H a g ar  w as  
j ustifi e d i n n ot  s u b mitti n g  t o S a 
r a h. Alt h o u g h  H a g ar  w as  fl e ei n g 
fr o m S ar a h,  G o d  as k e d h er  t o 
s u b mit i n h u m bl e  o b e di e n c e  t o 
S ar a h's  will.

W e  mi g ht  als o  n ot e  t h at at  t his 
p oi nt  i n hist or y,  G o d  r e q uir e d

Fir st  t o G o d
U n d erst a n d a bl y,  t h e v er y  first 

r e q uir e m e nt o n  o ur  p art  is s u b 
mitti n g  o urs el v es  t o G o d's  will.  
J a m es  4: 7  dr a ws  a  p ar all el  f or us  
b y  si m pl y  st ati n g  i n t h e first p art,  
" S u b mit  y o urs el v es  t h er ef or e t o 
G o d. 〃  J a m es  m a k es  it pl ai n  i n t h e 
s e c o n d h alf  of  t h e v ers e  t h at w e  
ar e  t o r esist t h e d e vil  a n d  h e  will  
fl e e fr o m us.  W h e n  w e,  as  C hris 
ti a ns, ar e o n e  h u n dr e d  p er c e nt  
s u b mitt e d t o d oi n g  G o d's  will,  it 
gi v es  us  all  t h e fr e e d o m w e  n e e d  
t o r esist t h e e n e m y  of  o ur  s o uls.

W h e n  w e  s u b mit  o urs el v es  first 
t o G o d,  w e  will  a ut o m ati c all y  
a p pl y  t h e r est of  G o d's  pri n ci pl es  
c o n c er ni n g s u b missi o n. T h e  
A p ostl e  P a ul  pr o b a bl y  s p e a ks  of  
s u b missi o n  as  m u c h  as  a n y  ot h er  
writ er.  H e  e x h ort e d t h e 
C ori nt hi a ns  t o q uit  b ei n g  li k e 
m e n  a n d t o b e  str o n g a n d t o 
s u b mit t h e ms el v es u nt o  e v er y 
o n e  t h at h el p e d  a n d  l a b or e d wit h  
t h e m (I C or.  1 6: 1 6). P a ul  w as  
w ell  q u alifi e d  t o gi v e  t his a d vi c e  
as  h e  w as  willi n g  t o pr a cti c e  it i n 
his  o w n  lif e.

r U B MI S SI O N  S E E M S  t o b e  
\ a w or d  t h at c o nj ur es u p  
〜 n e g ati v e  f e eli n gs i n t o d a y's 

s o ci et y. H o w e v er,  w e  w o ul d  b e  
l ess t h a n wis e  if w e  di d  n ot  g o  
dir e ctl y  t o G o d's W or d  a n d  a gr e e  
wit h  His  di vi n e  wis d o m  r e g ar d
i n g t h e s u bj e ct. Alt h o u g h  it is 
tr u e t h at y o u  will  n ot  fi n d t h e 
w or d  s u b missi o n i n t h e Bi bl e,  
y o u  will  fi n d t h e w or ds  s u b mit, 
s u b mitt e d a n d s u b mitti n g. I n 
f a ct, G o d  d e e m e d  it i m p ort a nt 
e n o u g h  t o a d dr ess  it i n v ari o us  
sit u ati o ns. S u b missi o n  is n o  l ess 
a n d  n o  m or e  t h a n t h e a ct  of  s u b 
mitti n g  t o s o m e o n e els e  i n t h e 
s pirit  of  h u milit y  a n d  m e e k n ess.

P et er  als o  s p e a ks pl ai nl y  c o n 
c er ni n g  s u b missi o n —  s o m u c h  
s o t h at h e  d e e ms  it a  n e c ess ar y  
p art  of  o ur  C hristi a n  wit n ess  t o 
u n b eli e v ers.  I n f a ct, h e  m a k es  a  
str o n g st at e m e nt t h at it is t h e 
will  of  G o d  f or us  t o b e  s u b mit
t e d t o t h os e i n a ut h orit y  o v er  us z 
a cti n g  as  s er v a nts of  G o d.  Y o u  
mi g ht  as k, " W h at's t h e w h ol e  
p ur p os e  of  s u b missi o n, es p e 
ci all y t o u n g o dl y  m e n ? ” P et er  
ass ur es  t his will  bri n g  gl or y  t o 
G o d  a n d  t h at w e  ar e  t o d o  it f or 
t h e L or d's  s a k e.

S u bj e ct  t o O n e  A n ot h er
N e xt  P et er  a d dr ess es  t h e iss u e 

of  s u b missi o n wit hi n  t h e b o d y  of  
C hrist:  " Y e a,  all  of  y o u  b e  s u bj e ct 
o n e  t o a n ot h er,  a n d b e  cl ot h e d  
wit h  h u milit y'll  P et.  5: 5).  I n t his 
p arti c ul ar  p ass a g e,  P et er  first 
e x h orts t h e el d ers t o r ul e w ell,  
t h e n e x h orts  t h e y o u n g er  o n es  t o 
s u b mit t o t h e el d ers.

C a n  y o u  i m a gi n e h o w  diff er 
e nt  o ur  w orl d  w o ul d  b e  t o d a y if 
s u b missi o n w er e  pr a cti c e d  at  
e v er y  l e v el of  lif e ? It s e e ms, at  
ti m es, t h at o ur  w orl d  is v oi d  of  a  
s u b missi v e s pirit, es p e ci all y  
w h e n  w e  r e a d a n d  h e ar  of  t h e 
atr o citi es h u m a ns  d o  t o e a c h  
ot h er.  T his  w o ul d  n ot  b e  h a p 
p e ni n g  if w e  w o ul d  h u m bl e  o ur 
s el v es t o e a c h  ot h ers , will.  W e  
c a n n ot  p ass  o v er  t h e a d m o niti o n  
gi v e n  i n H e br e ws  1 3: 1 7:

b y  
P a ul  

W o o ds
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t h e y h a v e  
s o m e-

O b e y  t h e m t h at h a v e  t h e 
r ul e o v er  y o u,  a n d  s u b mit  
y o urs el v es:  f or t h e y w at c h  
f or y o ur  s o uls, as  t h e y t h at 
m ust  gi v e  a c c o u nt,  t h at t h e y 
m a y  d o  it wit h  j o yz a n d  n ot  

u n-

— R e pri nt e d  fr o m A C T S,  
J a n u ar y 1 9 9 5.

f e cti o n, tr u c e br e a k ers,  f als e a c 
c us ers, i n c o nti n e nt, fi er c e, d e-  

ar e g o o d,s pis ers of  t h os e t h at 
tr ait ors, h e a d y,  hi g h- mi n d e d,  
l o v ers of  pl e as ur e  m or e  t h a n l o v
ers  of  G o d.

T his  p ass a g e  of  S cri pt ur e  
s h o ul d p ut  t h e f e ar of  G o d  i n us  
a n d  m a k e  us  r e ali z e h o w  s eri o us 
o ur  w al k  wit h  G o d  is. It s e e ms  
t h at w e  s e e r el ati v el y f e w w h o  
c o nsist e ntl y  w al k  wit h  G o d.  If 
w e  r e all y r e ali z e t his, it s h o ul d 
gi v e  t h e p e o pl e  of  G o d  gr e at er  
i nt e nsit y a n d  
d o  His  will.

M a y  I h u m bl y  s u g g est  t o y o u  
t h at t h er e s h o ul d n ot  b e  a  n e g a 
ti v e r es p o ns e t o s u b missi o n, as  
t h e d e pr a vit y  of  t h e w orl d  i n
cr e as es,  s o m ust  o ur  w al k  wit h  
G o d  i nt e nsif y i n e v er y as p e ct.  
T h er e  m ust  b e  a  r e al willi n g n ess  
o n  o ur  p art  t o tr ul y s u b mit  t o o n e  
a n ot h er  i n t h e f e ar of  t h e L or d.

G o d's  w or d  is s ur e.  If H e  c ar e d  
e n o u g h t o t e a c h us  t h e w a y  of  
s u b missi o n, h o w  m u c h  m or e  
s h o ul d w e  b e  c ar ef ul  t o li v e it ?

M a y  y o u  e nj o y G o d zs bl ess 
i n gs u p o n  y o ur  lif e as  y o u  c o n 
ti n u e t o l e ar n t h e art  of  s u b mis 
si o n.

S u bj e cti o n  i n S o ci et y
S u b missi o n  is a  b a dl y  n e e d e d  

a n d n e gl e ct e d  pri n ci pl e  i n o ur  
s o ci et y t o d a y. I b eli e v e  t h e 
A p ostl e  P a ul  u n d erst o o d  t his 
w h e n  h e  wr ot e  t h es e pr o p h eti c  
w or ds  t o Ti m ot h y:  " T his k n o w  
als o, t h at i n t h e l ast d a ys  p eril 
o us  ti m es s h all c o m e. F or  m e n  
s h all b e  ... "( U Ti m.  3: 2- 4).  I 
t hi n k if w e  e x a mi n e  t h e t y p e of  
m e n  P a ul  is t al ki n g a b o ut  h er e,  
w e  w o ul d  fi n d t h at n ot  o n e  of  
t h e m is s h o wi n g a  s pirit of  s u b 
missi o n.

I n f a ct, q uit e  t h e c o ntr ar y,  w e  
fi n d arr o g a n c e  a n d  pri d e  i n e a c h  
o n e  of  t h es e sit u ati o ns. P a ul  is 
v er y  s p e cifi c  w h e n  h e  t ells w h at  
ki n d  of  m e n  t h e y will  b e:  l o v ers 
of  t h eir o w n  s el v es, c o v et o us,  
b o ast ers,  pr o u d,  bl as p h e m ers,  
dis o b e di e nt  t o p ar e nts,  u nt h a n k 
f ul, u n h ol y,  wit h o ut  n at ur al  af-

is n ot  m u c h  u nit y  i n a  h o m e  if 
G o d's  or d er  of  a ut h orit y  is o v er 
l o o k e d.

W e  m ust  r e ali z e t h at i n a n y  
gi v e n  sit u ati o n — h us b a n d- wif e,  
p ar e nt- c hil d, e m pl o y er- e m 
pl o y e e  a n d  G o d- m a n  —  n o  s u b 
missi o n  is r e q uir e d as l o n g as  
b ot h  wills  ar e  t h e s a m e. S u b mis 
si o n is o nl y  r e q uir e d  w h e n  t h er e ar e  
t w o diff er e n  t vi ez u p oi nts. O n e  vi e w 
p oi nt  m ust  s u b mit  t o t h e ot h er  i n 
or d er  f or h ar m o n y  a n d  u nit y  t o 
pr e v ail  i n t h e r el ati o ns hi p!

S u bj e cti o n  i n T h e  H o m e
W h e n  o ur  s pirits ar e  s u b mis

si v e t o G o d,  it bri n gs  l asti n g r e
s ults  n ot  o nl y  wit hi n  t h e b o d y  of  
C hrist,  b ut  als o  wit hi n  o ur  h o m es.  
T h e  h o m e  is t h e b est  pl a c e  t o 

-b e gi n  pr a cti ci n g  s u b missi o n.  T h e  
A p ostl e  P a ul  s ai d it b est:  ̂ S u b 
mitti n g  y o urs el v es  o n e  t o a n ot h er  
i n t h e f e ar of  G o d 〃  ( E p h. 5: 2 1).  
H e  is s p e a ki n g h er e  a b o ut t h e 
w a y  of  a  b eli e v er.

H e  g o es  a h e a d  i n t h e v er y  n e xt  
v ers e  a n d s p e a ks t o t h e wif e  
a b o ut s u b missi o n, a n d t h e n t o 
t h e h us b a n d's  s p e cifi c  r ol e. T h er e

wit h  gri ef:  f or t h at is 
pr ofit a bl e  f or y o u.

H er e  w e  fi n d a  h e a v y  r es p o n
si bilit y l ai d u p o n  C hristi a n  l e a d
ers. W h e n  o p e n,  fl a gr a nt r e b el
li o n is f o u n d a m o n g  G o d's  p e o pl e  
c o n c er ni n g  s u b missi o n, I t hi n k 
t h e y si m pl y m ust  n ot  c o m pr e 
h e n d  t h e a w es o m e  a ut h orit y  t h at 
G o d  h as  pl a c e d  o n  c h ur c h  l e a d- 

^ ^ ers hi p.  T h e  m e n  i n t h es e p osi-  
^ ^ti o ns,  if h o n est  b ef or e  G o d,  r e al

i z e t h at t h e y will  st a n d a n d  gi v e  
a c c o u nt  f or t h e s o uls  
w at c h e d  o v er.  It is n ot  
t hi n g t o b e  t a k e n li g htl y.
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Bl ess  t h e L or d,  O  m y  s o ul; 
A n d  all  t h at is wit hi n  m e,  

bl ess  His  h ol y  n a m e.

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or t h e c h a n c e  
t o g et  a w a y  fr o m t h e 
h ustl e  a n d  b ustl e  of  w or k.

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or gi vi n g  us  
vi ct ori es  a n d  sti c ki n g wit h  
us  t hr o u g h t h e t o u g h ti m e.

Y o u  ar e  a  S u p er  Gl u e  G o d  a n d  
w e  pr ais e  y o u.

O  L or d,  i n cli n e T hi n e  e ar  t o 
o ur  cr y.

Y o u  h a v e  tr ul y i n cli n e d 
y o ur  e ar  t o o ur  cri es.

Bl ess  t h e L or d,  O  m y  s o ul.  
A n d  all  t h at is wit hi n  us;  
Bl ess  His  H ol y  N a m e!D eli v er  us  fr o m ti m es of  

dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  a n d  e n c o ur a g e  
a n d  b olst er  t h e f ait hf ul n ess 
of  n e w  m e m b ers.

O  L or d,  t h e G o d  of  m y  s al v a 
ti o n,
I h a v e  cri e d  o ut  b y  d a y  a n d  
i n t h e ni g ht  b ef or e  T h e e.
L et  m y  pr a y er  c o m e  b ef or e  T h e e  
I n cli n e T hi n e  e ar  t o m y  cr y.

L et  o ur  pr a y er  c o m e  b ef or e  
T h e e.  I n cli n e T hi n e  e ar  
t o o ur  cri es.

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or t h e c h a n c e  t o 
m a k e  n e w  fri e n ds.
Bl ess  t h e L or d,  O  m y  s o ul

Str e n gt h e n  a n d  u plift  
o ur  o w n  s h ortsi g ht e d  
f ait h. S e n d  us  a  
li g ht e ni n g b olt  of  
a dr e n ali n.

W e  c a n  b e  vi ct ori o us,  
L or d,  k n o wi n g  t h at y o ur  
p erf e ct  l o v e
c ast et h  o ut  all  o ur  
w orri es,  f e ars a n d  c ar es.

I n t h e b e gi n ni n g
G o d  c all e d

O ut  of  t h e s oft d ar k n ess
G o d  c all e d

t h e s u n r os e, gl ori o us  
G o d  c all e d

I di d n't  al w a ys w a nt  t o 
h e ar  hi m

B ut  G o d  c all e d

H e  s e nt  m e  f ar fr o m h o m e  
t o c o mf ort  str a n g ers.

H e  br o u g ht  m e  b a c k  
t o c ar e  f or l o v e d o n es  

b e c o m e  str a n g e 
wit h  a g e  
wit h  ill n ess 
wit h  d o u bt

A n d  t h e d ar k n ess  
w as  n ot  s o s oft.

B ut  G o d  c all e d  ot h ers  
wit h  h a n ds  f or m e  t o h ol d

P art n ers  a n d  c hil dr e n  
a n d  fri e n ds 
a n d  i n t h e e n d  
I' m gl a d

G o d  c all e d.

Gl ori a  C urri er,  E v el y n  
H a mli n,  K ell y  Kir c h off,  
M el a ni e  K ol c z y k,  C at h y  
Os d o b a,  K e nt  R oss,  M ar  
R a d er m a c h er z a n d  D or ot h y  
W e bst er

S e n d  y o ur  S pirit  t o str e n gt h e n  
us,  a n d  k e e p  us  gr o wi n g  i n 
y o u.

O  G o d  of  mi g ht  
a n d  p o w er,  w h er e  ar e  
y o u  i n t h e mi dst  of  m y  
tr o u bl es, as  I str u g gl e 
t o f ulfill t w o j o bs, 
a n d  b e  a  g o o d  f at h er 
a n d  h us b a n d ?

H o w  l o n g, O  L or d,  m ust  I 
str u g gl e  wit h  f e ar a n d  
p ai n ?

Si n g  f or j o y t o G o d  o ur  
str e n gt h; s h o ut  j o yf ull y 
t o t h e G o d  of  J a c o b.

J eff B ull,  P a ul a  Kir k p atri c k,
D a n  M c G o w a n,  Li nf or d  M o or e,  
S h ell y  M u m m ert  
a n d  D el b ert  R a n ki n

it mi g ht  g o  f or w ar d. Pr o vi d e t o y o u,  mi g ht y  G o d.

Bl ess  t h e L or d,  O  m y  s o ul; A n d  
all  t h at is wit hi n  m e;  bl ess  
His  h ol y  n a m e

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or s af et y i n t h e 
f a c e of  i m mi n e nt d a n g er.  
Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or m y  s p o us e 
c o mi n g  i nt o m y  lif e. 
Bl ess  His  h ol y  n a m e

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or h el pi n g  
fi n d t h e t hi n gs w e  l os e, 
a n d  g etti n g  us  o ut  of  
diffi c ult  sit u ati o ns.

Bl ess  t h e L or d  f or t h e s p e ci al  
m o m e nts  wit h  m y  f a mil y a n d  
t h eir u ni q u e n ess  t o m e.

H el p  us,  L or d,  wit h  o ur  w or k O ur  e art hl y  pr o bl e ms  ar e  
wit h  y o u n g  p e o pl e,  s o t h at

t h e fi n a n ci al s u p p ort  t h at is 
n e e d e d.
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His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or e v er.
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H ei di  C o o p er,  Li n d a  M c G o w a n,  
C o n ni e  M u m m ert,  T  as c h a  R a n ki n,  
J uli e R e y e,  L e A n n  T yl er  a n d  
C h arl es  W e bst er

C h u c k  C urri er,  G a y e  Dill e y,  
B e e bs  D o w ni n g,  J o y c e M a g a w,  
J e 任  R a d er m a c h er,  K ar a h  R a n ki n  
a n d  C h er yl  R oss

e v er.

H e  s p o k e a n d  w e  ar e  
a n d  H e  is! His  m er c y  
e n d ur et h  f or e v er: 
H e  d o es  mir a cl es  i n 
w eir d  w a ys:

L or d,  w e  r e ali z e t h at t h er e 
ar e  m a n y  t hi n gs t h at 
t a k e pl a c e  i n o ur  li v es 

a n d  t h at w e  f or g et t o t h a n k
Y o u  f or t h e m

F or  s af et y i n tr a v el b ot h  
t his w e e k e n d  a n d  e v er y  
d a y,  w e  t h a n k Y o u.

W h e n  m o n e y  is ti g ht w e  
t h a n k y o u  f or pr o vi di n g  
o ur  e v er y  n e e d.

F or  pl a nti n g  i d e as a n d  
s ol uti o ns t o pr o bl e ms  i n 
o ur  h e arts  a n d  mi n ds  w e  
t h a n k Y o u.

F or  t h e l o v e a n d  s u p p ort  
of  o ur  f a mili es a n d  fri e n ds 
w e  t h a n k Y o u.

M ost  of  all  w e  t h a n k y o u  f or 
t h e gift  of  Y o ur  S o n  as  a  
s a crifi c e f or o ur  si ns

S o m e  d a ys  t h e str ess es of  o ur  
j o bs, fi n a n c es, a n d  
r el ati o ns hi ps w ei g h  
h e a vil y  u p o n  us  a n d  it's 
e as y  t o f e el o v er  w h el m e d  

W e  c a n't  s e e mb y  it all.  
t o fi n d a  w a y  o ut  or  a  
r e as o n f or o ur  tr o u bl es.

B ut  Y o u,  L or d,  s e e t h e bi g  
pi ct ur e  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  
gr o w  t hr o u g h t h e diffi c ult  
e x p eri e n c es.  At  ti m es w e  
k n o w  Y o u  c arr y  us  w h e n  
w e  c a n  g o  n o  f urt h er 
a n d  t h at Y o u  s u p pl y all  
of  o ur  n e e ds.

H el p  us  r e m e m b er t o fi x o ur  
e y es  o n  Y o u. *

His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or 
e v er.
Lif e  is as  bri ef  as  t h e 
s u m m er gr ass.  His  m er c y  
e n d ur et h  f or e v er.
I h a v e  l e ar n e d t o 
tr ust hi m  e v er y  d a y:  
His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or e v er 
H o w  l o w c a n  y o u  g o!

H e  l e a ds us  t hr o u g h 
t h e wil d er n ess:  His  
m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or e v er. 
O  gi v e  t h a n ks u nt o  
t h e G o d  of  H e a v e n:  
His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.

Gi v e  t h a n ks u nt o  t h e 
L or d;  f or h e  is g o o d:  f or 
his  m er c y  e n d ur et h  f or e v er. 
H e  k e pt  m e  s af e o n  t h e 
r o a d: f or his  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.
H e  g a v e  m e  str e n gt h  
w h e n  I h a d  m a n y  
o bst a cl es  t o o v er c o m e:  
His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.
T o  Hi m  w h o  gi v es  m e  
a  n e w  j o b e v er y  y e ar.

His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.
T o  Hi m  w h o  c h o os es  m e  
wit h  a  str o n g h a n d  a n d  
wit h  a  str et c h e d o ut  
h a n d:  His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.
T o  Hi m  w h o  n e v er  
c h a n g es:  His  m er c y  
e n d ur et h  f or e v er. 
T o  Hi m  w h o  al o n e  
d o et h  gr e at  w o n d ers:  
His  m er c y  e n d ur et h  
f or e v er.



T  e m pt ati o n

M or e  t h a n U n c o n diti o n al

— P hili p  Y a n c e y,  C hristi a nit y  T o d a y

B e w ar e  t h e

— L or d  R o c h e st er
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B ef or e  I g ot  m arri e d  I h a d  

si x  t h e ori e s a b o ut  br/ n g/ n g  

u p  c hil dr e n;  n o w  I h a v e  si x  

c hil dr e n  a n d  n o  t h e ori e s.

n e s s

T h at's  h o w  l o v e is.

— D a vi d  P o wlis o n,  J o ur n al  of  Bi bli c al  C o u ns eli n g,  
s pri n g 1 9 9 4

W ar ni n g  sti c k ers o n  h ot el 
r o o m Bi bl es ?  T h at's  o n e  of  t h e 
pr oj e cts  of  t h e Fr e e d o m  Fr o m  
R eli gi o n  F o u n d ati o n,  w h os e  
m e m b ers  ar e affi xi n g t h e l a
b els  t o Gi d e o n  Bi bl es.  O n e  l a
b el  w ar ns  a g ai nst  t a ki n g t h e 
Bi bl e  lit er all y. A n ot h er  all e g es  
t h at Gi d e o n  w as  a  m ass  m ur 
d er er.

— N ati o n al  &  I nt er n ati o n al 
R eli gi o n  R e p ort,  S e pt e m b er  1 9 z 

1 9 9 4

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

I n its r el e ntl ess d e p e n d e n c e  o n  h u m a n  c h oi c e,  G o d 怎  m a n a g e 
m e nt  st yl e m a y  r es e m bl e a ki n d of  a b di c ati o n. S o m eti m es,  I 
c o nf ess,  I wis h  G o d  a ct e d  diff er e ntl y.  If G o d  h a d  m er el y  r e a c h e d 
d o w n  a n d  wit h  a  fli c k of  t h e fi n g er k n o c k e d  S a d d a m  H uss ei n  fr o m 
t h e t hr o n e, f or e x a m pl e,  h o w  m a n y  li v es w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  s a v e d  
i n t h e G ulf  W ar ?  W h y  m ust  G o d  / zsit  o n  his  h a n ds ” ?  W h y  d o es  e vil  
g o  u n p u nis h e d ?

Oft e n,  I w a nt  G o d  t o t a k e a  m or e  a cti v e  r ol e i n m y  hist or y,  t o o. 
I w a nt  q ui c k,  s p e ct a c ul ar a ns w ers t o pr a y er,  h e ali n g  f or m y  
dis e as es,  pr ot e cti o n  f or m y  l o v e d o n es.  I w a nt  a  G o d  I c a n  p oi nt  t o 
f or t h e s a k e of  m y  d o u bti n g  fri e n ds: " S e e, t h er e h e  is. "

W h e n  I t hi n k t h es e t h o u g hts, I r e c o g ni z e i n m ys elf  a t hi n, 
h a u nti n g  e c h o of  t h e c h all e n g e  S at a n  t hr e w i n J es us' f a c e t w o 
t h o us a n d y e ars  a g o.  I n G e or g e  M a c D o n al d's  w or ds,

I nst e a d of  cr us hi n g  t h e p o w er  of  e vil b y  di vi n e  f or c e; i nst e a d of  
c o m p elli n g  j usti c e a n d  d estr o yi n g  t h e wi c k e d  ... H e  l et e vil  w or k  
its will  w hil e  it li v e d; H e  c o nt e nt e d Hi ms elf  wit h  t h e sl o w 
u n e n c o ur a gi n g  w a ys  of  h el p  ess e nti al;  m a ki n g  m e n  g o o d;  c asti n g  
o ut,  n ot  m er el y  c o ntr olli n g  S at a n  . . . T o  l o v e ri g ht e o us n ess is t o 
m a k e  it gr o w,  n ot  t o a v e n g e  it.

I r e m e m b er o n e  aft er n o o n i n C hi c a g o  sitti n g i n a n o ut d o or  
r est a ur a nt list e ni n g t o a  br o k e n  m a n  t ell t h e st or y of  his  pr o di g al  
s o n. J a k e z t h e s o n, c o ul d  n ot  k e e p  a  j o b. H e  w ast e d  all  his  m o n e y  
o n  dr u gs  a n d  al c o h ol.  H e  r ar el y c all e d  h o m e,  a n d  br o u g ht  littl e j o y 
a n d m u c h  gri ef  t o b ot h  p ar e nts.  M y  fri e n d, J a k e's f at h er, f elt 
h el pl ess.  Z/ If o nl y  I c o ul d  bri n g  hi m  b a c k  a n d  s h elt er hi m  a n d  tr y 
t o s h o w  h o w  m u c h  I l o v e hi m, "  h e  s ai d.  H e  p a us e d  t o g ai n  c o ntr ol  
of  his  v oi c e,  t h e n a d d e d,  " T h e str a n g e t hi n g is, e v e n t h o u g h h e  
r ej e cts m e,  J a k e's l o v e m e a ns  m or e  t o m e  t h a n t h at of  m y  ot h er  
t hr e e, r es p o nsi bl e c hil dr e n.  O d d,  is n't it ? T h at 怎  h o w  l o v e

I s e ns e i n t h at fi n al f o ur- w or d s e nt e n c e m or e  i nsi g ht i nt o t h e 
m yst er y  of  G o d's  r estr ai nt t h a n I h a v e  f o u n d i n a n y b o o k  of  
t h e o di c y. W h y  d o es  h e  sit o n  his  h a n ds  a n d w ait,  a n d c o nt e nt  
hi ms elf  wit h  t h e sl o w, u n e n c o ur a gi n g  w a y  of  m a ki n g  ri g ht e o us- 

gr o w  r at h er t h a n a v e n gi n g  it ?

[ G o d's gr a c e]  is i nt e n d e d t o c h a n g e  t h e p e o pl e  
w h o  r e c ei v e it. T h er e  fs s o m et hi n g  wr o n g  wit h  y o u.  
Fr o m  G o d's  p oi nt  of  vi e w,  y o u  n ot  o nl y  n e e d  
s o m e o n e els e kill e d  i n y o ur  pl a c e  i n or d er  t o b e  
f or gi v e n; y o u  n e e d  t o b e  tr a nsf or m e d i n or d er  t o b e  
fit t o li v e wit h.  T h e  w or d  u n c o n diti o n al  m a y  b e  a n  
a c c e pt a bl e  w a y  t o e x pr ess  t h e w el c o m e  of  G o d.  B ut 
it f ails t o c o m m u ni c at e  t h e p oi nt  of  t h at w el c o m e:  
a  c o m pr e h e nsi v e  a n d  lif el o n g r e h a b, l e ar ni n g "t h e  
h oli n ess  wit h o ut  w hi c h  n o  o n e  will  s e e t h e L or d. "

G o d  d o es  n ot  a c c e pt  m ej ust  as  I a m;  H e  l o v es m e  
d es pit e  h o w  I a m;  H e  l o v es m e  j ust as  J es us is; H e  
l o v es m e  e n o u g h  t o d e v ot e  m y  lif e t o r e n e wi n g m e  
i n t h e i m a g e of  J es us. T his  l o v e is m u c h,  m u c h,  
m u c h  b ett er  t h a n u n c o n diti o n al.



M arri e d  T o  Y o ur  H u s b a n d  —  A n d Hi 5  J o b

— Q u ot e d  fr o m M arri a g e  P art n ers hi p,  Wi nt er  1 9 9 3.

T h e  M arri a g e  B o n u s

— Q u ot e d  fr o m M arri e d  V ^ o m a n  b y  M arri a g e  P art n ers hi p,  Wi nt er  1 9 9 3.

( u n k n o w n)

( C o nti n u e d o n  P a g e  □ □)
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A  p at  o n  t h e b a c k  b  o nl y  a  f e w 

v ert e br a e  a w a y  fr o m a  ki c k  i n t h e p a nt s,  

b ut  if s mil e s  a h e a d  i n t er m s of  r e s ult s.

— As  q u ot e d  i n C hristi a nit y  T o d a y,  fr o m P oi nt  M a n:  
H oi u  a  M a n  C a n  L e a d  a  F a mil y,  b y  St e v e  F arr ar.

C o p yri g ht  1 9 9 0.

G o d  g a v e  us  a  c o d e  of  m or alit y  —  w h at e v er  li mit ati o ns it p uts  
o n  us  —  f or o ur  b e n efit.  H a vi n g  c el e br at e d  m y  g ol d e n  w e d di n g  
a n ni v ers ar y  l ast y e ar,  I c a n  s a y wit h o ut  h esit ati o n  t h at t h e b asi c  
h u m a n  virt u e  of  f ait hf ul n ess t o o n e  s e x u al p art n er  is t h e m ost  
j o yf ul w a y  of  lif e. T h at  h as  m e a nt  f or e g oi n g illi cit pl e as ur es,  t o b e  
s ur e,  b ut  I h a v e  t h er e b y al w a ys  li v e d fr e e fr o m a n y  f e ar of  s e x u all y  
tr a ns mitt e d dis e as es.  I h a v e  al w a ys  tr ust e d m y  wif e  c o m pl et el y,  
a n d  s h e m e.  W e  h a v e  c h a n n el e d  l o v e, c o m mit m e nt  a n d  i nti m a c y 
t o w ar d o n e  p ers o n  i n a  Ef el o n g  i n v est m e nt t h at is n o w z i n ol d  a g e,  
p a yi n g  ri c h di vi d e n ds.

— Q u ot e d  b y  M arri a g e  P art n ers hi p,  
F all  1 9 9 4,  fr o m C hristi a nit y  T o d a y  

m a g a zi n e  Q a n u ar y  1 0,  1 9 9 4).

Fi d elit y* 5  Bi g  P a y off
Dr.  P a ul  Br a n d

T  o u c h d o w n,  5t a u b a c h!
St e v e  F arr ar

M ost  t w o- c ar e er c o u pl es  w o ul d  s a y  t h eir n u m b er- o n e  diffi c ult y  is 
ti m e —  ti m e t o m e et  t h e d u al  d e m a n ds  of  f a mil y a n d  j o bs. B ut  
a ct u al h o urs  s e e m t o b e  l ess t h e pr o bl e m  t h a n '' n e g ati v e m o o d  
s pill o v er. z, J o b-r el at e d pr ess ur es  " m a k e w or k ers  ps y c h ol o gi c all y  
u n a v ail a bl e  at  h o m e, "  a c c or di n g  t o a n  arti cl e  i n Ps y c h ol o g y  T o d a y.  
F ati g u e,  irrit a bilit y a n d  si m pl e  pr e o c c u p ati o n  c a n  k e e p  e m pl o y e d  
p e o pl e  fr o m b ei n g  a bl e  t o p a y  att e nti o n t o t h eir s p o us es. S o  i n 
m a n y  w a ys,  y o ur  h us b a n d  is m arri e d  t o y o ur  w or k  —  a n d  y o u  ar e  
m arri e d  t o his.

I r e m e m b er a n u m b er  of  y e ars  a g o w at c hi n g  
P h yllis  G e or g e  i nt er vi e w D all as  C o w b o ys  s u p er-  
st ar R o g er  St a u b a c h.  It w as  a t y pi c al, d ull  s ort of  
i nt er vi e w u ntil  P h yllis  bli n dsi d e d  t h e q u art er b a c k  
wit h  t his q u esti o n:  " R o g er, h o w  d o  y o u  f e el w h e n  
y o u  c o m p ar e  y o urs elf  wit h  J o e N a m at h,  w h o  is s o 
s e x u all y a cti v e  a n d  h as  a  diff er e nt  w o m a n  o n  his  
ar m  e v er y  ti m e w e  s e e hi m ? ”

W e' v e  all  s e e n St a u b a c h  k e e p  his  c o ol i n pr es 
s ur e g a m e  sit u ati o ns,  a n d  t h e t e nsi o n i n t h e air  t his 
ti m e w as  j ust as gr e at.  B ut  o n c e  a g ai n,  St a u b a c h  
k e pt  his  c o ol.

" P h yllis, " h e  s ai d c al ml y,  “ I' m s ur e I' m j ust as  
's e x u all y a cti v e  as  J o e. T h e  diff er e n c e  is t h at all  of  

mi n e  is wit h  o n e  w o m a n. "
T o u c h d o w n!  R o g er  hit  t h e e n d  z o n e  wit h  t h at 

c o m e b a c k.  R e al  m e n  d o n't  c o m mit  a d ult er y.  A  r e al 
m a n  sti c ks wit h  o n e  w o m a n.  P eri o d.

A c c or di n g  t o t h e J o ur n al  of  M arri a g e  a n d  t h e F a mil y,  m arri a g e  is 
g o o d  f or y o u.  N e arl y  4 0  p er c e nt  of  m arri e d  f ol ks w a k e  u p  i n t h e 
m or ni n g  f e eli n g g o o d  a b o ut  t h eir li v es —  as  c o m p ar e d  t o f e w er 
t h a n 2 5  p er c e nt  of  si n gl es. A n d  t h er e's a n  a d d e d  m arri a g e  / yb o-  
n us z, : P e o pl e  w h o  ar e  h a p p y  i n t h eir m arri a g es  t e n d t o b e  h a p p y  
i n w or k,  fri e n ds hi p a n d  p ar e nt h o o d,  t o o.
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b g  
Dr.  R o d  

C o o p er

k n o wl e d g e  h er  pr es e n c e.  H ej ust  w al k e d  p ast  h er  
d o w n  t h e h all  t o t h e d e n.  I n a  c o u pl e  of  m o m e nts  
h e  c a m e  b a c k  t hr o u g h t h e kit c h e n  c arr yi n g  his  
pri z e  d e er- h u nti n g  rifl e a n d  a  h a n df ul  of  s h ells.  
' Cliff ?' J a ni c e c all e d t o hi m  i n a t o n e of  mil d  
al ar m. ' Cliff, w h at  ar e  y o u  d oi n g ? 7 A g ai n  Cliff  
w al k e d  p ast  h er  a n d  o ut  t h e b a c k  d o or  as  if s h e 
w er e  i n visi bl e. J a ni c e h el d  h er  br e at h  as s h e 
w at c h e d  hi m  fr o m t h e wi n d o w.

Z/ Cliff  w al k e d  t o wit hi n  t e n f e et of  t h e l a w n 
m o w er,  t h e n st o p p e d.  H e  m et h o di c all y  sli d  s e v
er al s h ells i nt o t h e rifl e's m a g a zi n e.  T h e n  h e  
b olt e d  a s h ell i nt o t h e c h a m b er,  lift e d t h e rifl e, 
a n d  t o o k d e a d  ai m  at  t h e d ef e ns el ess  m a c hi n e.  
P O W- C L A N G!  P O W- C L A N G!  P O W. C L A N G!(  

Wit h  e a c h  dir e ct  hit  t h e l a w n m o w er  s h u d d er e d,  
a n d  s p ar ks a n d ti n y s hr e ds of  m et al  e x pl o d e d  
fr o m it. It w as  a  w o n d er  t h at Cliff  w as n't  str u c k  
b y  t h e s hr a p n el.

/ zAft er  e m pt yi n g  t h e m a g a zi n e  i nt o t h e l a w n 
m o w er,  Cliff  c al ml y  w al k e d  b a c k  i nt o t h e h o us e  
a n d  r etir e d t o t h e d e n  t o cl e a n  his  g u n,  cl osi n g  t h e 
d o or  b e hi n d  hi m.  J a ni c e st o o d i n t h e kit c h e n  
d u m bf o u n d e d.  S h e  h a d  n e v er  s e e n  s u c h  a  c h a n g e  
of  c h ar a ct er  i n h er  m e e k  a n d  mil d  h us b a n d.  H e  
w as  n e v er  o n e  t o dis pl a y  his  e m oti o ns  —  u ntil  
n o w!  A n d  it fri g ht e n e d h er  t o w o n d er  w h at  ot h er  
st artli n g q uir ks  mi g ht  b e  l ur ki n g b e n e at h  Cliff 怎

" Cliff  w as  as  ki n d  a n d  mil d  m a n n er e d  a  h us 
b a n d  a n d  f at h er as  y o u  w o ul d  e v er  w a nt  or  m e et.  
H e  w or k e d  h ar d,  m a d e  a d e c e nt  li vi n g, w as  
a cti v e  i n his  c h ur c h,  a n d  l o v e d t o p utt er  i n his  
g ar d e n.

" O n e s u m m er d a y  Cliff  p ull e d  his  y e ar- ol d  
p o w er  l a w n m o w er  o ut  of  t h e s h e d a n d  r oll e d it 
o nt o  his  b e a utif ull y  l a n ds c a p e d b a c k  l a w n. H e  
att a c h e d  t h e b a g g er,  s et t h e c o ntr ols  o n  ' S T A R T' 
a n d  p ull e d  t h e c or d.  N ot hi n g.  H e  p ull e d  a g ai n.  
T h e  e n gi n e t ur n e d o v er  a c o u pl e of  ti m es, 
c o u g h e d,  t h e n di e d.  H e  p ull e d  a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n  
a n d  a g ai n.  Wit h  e a c h  vi g or o us  p ull  of  t h e c or d  
t h e e n gi n e b el c h e d  s m o k e a n d g as  f u m es b ut  
w o ul d  n ot  st art.

" Fi n all y,  aft er  a n ot h er  h e art y  p ull,  t h e e n gi n e  
r o ar e d t o lif e. Cliff  str ai g ht e n e d u p  a n d  a dj ust e d  
t h e t hr ottl e, b ut  b ef or e  h e  c o ul d  t a k e a  st e p t h e 
e n gi n e  si g h e d d e e pl y.  T h e n  h e  tri e d t o r est art it 
— o n c e,  t wi c e, t hr e e ti m es —  b ut  it w o ul d  n ot  
ki c k  i n. Aft er  gl ari n g  at  t h e m o w er  f or s e v er al 
s e c o n ds Cliff  t ur n e d a n d w al k e d  t o w ar d t h e 
h o us e.

"J a ni c e  h a d  n oti c e d  t hr o u g h t h e kit c h e n  wi n 
d o w  t h at h er  h us b a n d  w as  h a vi n g  tr o u bl e wit h  
t h e m o w er.  'Is t h e m o w er  br o k e n ? 7 s h e  as k e d  as  
Cliff  w al k e d  i n t h e b a c k  d o or  a n d  t hr o u g h t h e 
kit c h e n.  H e  di d n't  a ns w er  h er,  di d n't  e v e n  a c-



a n d

l a w n m o w er  o v er  t h e f e n c e
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—  R e pri nt e d  b y  p er missi o n  of  F o c al  P oi nt,  
J ul y- S e pt e m b er 1 9 9 3,  

a  p u bli c ati o n  of  D e n v er  S e mi n ar y,  D e n v er,  C ol or a d o.

S y n dr o m e.  T h e y  s u d d e nl y bl o w  u p  a n d  s p e w  
t h eir r a g e a n d  a n g er  o n  e v er y o n e. "

T his  str ess o n  m e n  t a k es its t oll. M e n's  lif e 
e x p e ct a n c y  is t e n p er c e nt  s h ort er t h a n w o m e n's,  
a n d  t h e i n ci d e n c e of  str ess-r el at e d  ill n ess es s u c h 
as h e art  dis e as e  a n d c ert ai n c a n c ers r e m ai ns 
i n or di n at el y hi g h  a m o n g  m e n.

Fi n all y,  m e n  ar e  als o  a  l ar g e p art  of  t h e gr o w 
i n g crisis  i n t h e A m eri c a n  f a mil y. St u di es  r e p ort 
t h at p ar e nts  t o d a y s p e n d f ort y p er c e nt  l ess ti m e 
wit h  t h eir c hil dr e n  t h a n di d  p ar e nts  i n 1 9 6 5,  a n d  
t h e pr ess ur es  of  w or k  a n d  t h e cir c u mst a n c es  of 
di v or c e  i n cr e asi n gl y is ol at e m e n  fr o m t h eir f a mi
li es. I n a r e c e nt p oll,  s e v e nt y-t w o p er c e nt  of 
e m pl o y e d  m al e  r es p o n d e nts a gr e e d  t h e y ar e  "t or n  
b y  c o nfli ct 7 7 b et w e e n  t h eir j o bs a n d  t h e d esir e  t o 
b e  wit h  t h eir f a mili es. Y et,  t h e a v er a g e  di v or c e d  
A m eri c a n  m a n  s p e n ds  l ess t h a n t w o d a ys  a  m o nt h  
wit h  his  c hil dr e n. W ell  o v er  h alf  of  bl a c k  m al e  
c hil dr e n  ar e  r ais e d wit h o ut  f at h ers. W hil e  t h e 
tr a u m a ofs e p ar ati o n  a n d  di v or c e  aff e cts  all  m e m 
b ers  of  t h e f a mil y, it is es p e ci all y  p oi g n a nt  f or 
s o ns;  r es e ar c h ers g e n er all y  a gr e e  t h at b o ys  at  all  
a g es  ar e  h ar d est  hit  b y  di v or c e.

q ui et,  c o nfi d e nt  e xt eri or. ”
T h e  tr u e lif e s c e n ari o of  Cliff  is n ot  t h at u n 

c o m m o n.  A  si mil ar  i n ci d e nt h a p p e n e d  wit h  m e,  
e x c e pt  I t hr e w m y  
a n d  l eft it t h er e.

I h a v e  dis c o v er e d  o v er  t h e y e ars  i n m y  c o u n 
s eli n g  of  m e n  t h at m e n  f e el i n e xtr e m es,  wit h  t h e 
pr e d o mi n a nt  e m oti o n e x pr ess e d b ei n g  a n g er.  
W h y ?  B e c a us e  m e n  ar e  h urti n g  —  b a dl y.  R o b ert  
L o uis  St e v e ns o n,  a ut h or of Dr.  J e k yll a n d  Mr.  
H y d e,  o n c e  s ai d, " O ur ci vili z ati o n is a di n g y  
u n g e ntl e m a nl y  b usi n ess;  it dr o ps  s o  m u c h  o ut  of  
a  m a n. ”

D es pit e  r u m ors t o t h e c o ntr ar y,  o ur  c ult ur al  
> n d  s o ci o e c o n o mi c s yst e m d e v ast at es  m e n  as  a  
g e n d er  p h ysi c all y  a n d  ps y c hi c all y.  F or  i nst a n c e, 
m e n,  o v er all,  c o m mit  s ui ci d e at  f o ur ti m es t h e 
r at e of  w o m e n.  Al c o h ol  a n d  dr u g  a b us e  r a v a g e 
A m eri c a's  y o u n g  m e n.  M e n  b et w e e n  t h e a g es  of  
ei g ht e e n a n d t w e nt y- ni n e s uff er fr o m al c o h ol  
d e p e n d e n c y  at  t hr e e ti m es t h e r at e of  w o m e n  of  
t h e s a m e a g e  gr o u p.  M e n  m a k e  u p  m or e  t h a n 
t w o-t hir ds of  all al c o h oli cs, a n d fift y p er c e nt  
m or e  m e n  t h a n w o m e n  r e g ul arl y us e  illi cit dr u gs.  
M e n  a c c o u nt f or m or e  t h a n ni n et y  p er c e nt  of  
arr ests f or al c o h ol a n d dr u g  a b us e  vi ol ati o ns.  
M e n  c o m pris e  ei g ht y  p er c e nt  of  A m eri c a's  h o m e 
l ess. m e n  oft e nti m es  e x p eri e n c e  t h e V ol c a n o



A P TI S M

B a pti s m

c o n-
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b y
C.  H.  Fr e n c h

— fr o m a  tr a ct pri nt e d  b y  t h e 
G os p el  P u bli cit y  L e a g u e

2.  A c hi e v es:  L et's  l o o k at  w h at  
b a ptis m  a c hi e v es  i n a n  i n di vi d u al, 
e x pr ess e d i n diff er e nt  w a ys  i n 
t h e Bi bl e.

F or  G o d  s e nt n ot  His  S o n  
i nt o t h e w orl d,  t o c o n d e m n  
t h e w orl d,  b ut  t h at t h e 
w orl d  t hr o u g h Hi m  mi g ht  
b e  s a v e d (J o h n 3: 1 7).

of  w at er  a n d  of  t h e s pirit,  h e  
c a n n ot  e nt er  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  (J o h n 3: 5).

A g ai n  J es us s a ys, " H e t h at 
b eli e v et h  a n d  is b a ptiz e d  s h all  
b e  s a v e d ff ( M ar k 1 6: 1 6).

3.  F or m:  B e c a us e  of  its i m p or
t a n c e, t h e f or m of  b a ptis m  m ust  
f oll o w t h at r e q uir e d b y  G o d z t o 
s atisf y  t h e pri n ci pl es  alr e a d y  c o n 
si d er e d. L et's  l o o k at  t h e f oll o w
i n g S cri pt ur es  f or g ui d a n c e:

A. / zB e c a us e  t h er e w as  m u c h  w a 
t er t h er e”  (J o h n 3: 2 3).

a  心 • ’「

B

1/  N e e d:  M a n ki n d 怎  d o w nf all  i n 
t h e G ar d e n  of  E d e n  c a us e d a n  
ali e n ati o n  fr o m G o d.  Fr o m  t h at 
b e gi n ni n g,  G o d  m a d e  a  s eri es  of  
pr o mis es  of  ulti m at e  r e c o n cili a
ti o n, t hr o u g h p e o pl e  li k e E v e,  
t h e p atri ar c hs,  D a vi d,  a n d t h e 
pr o p h ets  of  Isr a el. I n k e e pi n g  
wit h  t h es e pr o mis es,  H e  s e nt  His  
S o n  as  t h e S a vi or  of  m a n ki n d:

V eril y,  v eril y,  I s a y u nt o  
t h e ez e x c e pt  a  m a n  b e  b o m

B a ptis m  —

• Its N e e d
• W h at  It A c hi e v es
• W h at  F or m  It S h o ul d  T a k e
• Aft er  B a ptis m  ・ ・ ・  W h at  T h e n ?

4. Aft er  B a ptis m:  J es us s h o ws  
q uit e  cl e arl y t h at b a ptis m  w as  
( a n d is) t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  a  lif e of  
s er vi c e, pr o misi n g  s pirit u al,  n ot  
m at eri al,  b e n efits,  t o all w h o  
f ait hf ull y f oll o w Hi m  ( M att. 
1 9: 2 7). L o o k  at t h e w a y  t h e 
A p ostl e  P a ul  c o ntr asts  t h e w or ks  
of  t h e fl es h wit h  "t h e  fr uit of  t h e 
s pirit ” ( G al. 5: 1 6).

B a ptis m  gi v es  us  
a  s e c o n d c h a n c e  

t o b e  r e c o n cil e d t o G o d.  
L et's  t a k e it!E arli er  i n t h e s a m e  c h a p  t er J es us  

r e m o v es all d o u bt  a b o ut b a p 
tis m b ei n g  ess e nti al f or s al v a 
ti o n:

A.  S pirit u al  w as hi n g:
" T h e a ns w er of  a g o o d  
s ci e n c e t o w ar d G o d "  ( 1 P et.  
3: 2 1).

B.  R e missi o n  of  Si ns:
" R e p e nt  a n d  b e  b a pti z e d,  f or 
t h e r e missi o n of  si ns ” ( A cts 
2: 3 8).

C. S a v e d  b y  w at er:
" Ei g ht s o uls [ p ers o ns] w er e  
s a v e d b y  w at er "  ( 1 P et.  3: 2 0).

D.  I d e ntifi e d wit h  C hrist's  
d e at h,  b uri al  a n d r es urr e c
ti o n ( R o m. 6: 1- 8,  C ol.  2: 1 1-  
1 3).

E.  T a k e n  t h e n a m e  of  C hrist:
" F or  as  m a n y  of  y o u  as  h a v e  
b e e n  b a pti z e d  i nt o C hrist,  
h a v e  p ut  o n  C hrist ”  ( G al. 3: 2 7).

B.  " A n d t h e y w e nt  d o w n  b ot h  
i nt o t h e w at er ” ( A cts 8: 3 8).

C.  " A n d  J es us w e nt  u p  str ai g ht
w a y  o ut  of  t h e w at er ” ( M att. 
3: 1 6).
N ot e:  T h e  pri m ar y  m e a ni n g  
of  t h e Gr e e k  w or d  b a ptiz o,  
tr a nsl at e d ' " b a pti z e d, " is "f ull y  
w et. "  T h e  c orr e ct  f or m b ei n g  
ess e nti al,  s o  t o o is... b eli ef  a n d  
r e p e nt a n c e.

D.  " R e p e nt a n d b e  b a pti z e d ”  
( A cts 2: 3 8).

E.  “ W h e n  t h e y b eli e v e d  P hili p  
... t h e y w er e  b a pti z e d 〃( A cts  
8: 1 2).

F.  R e a d  i n d et ail  of  t h e c o n v er- ^ A  

si o n of  t h e P hili p pi a n  j ail or 
( A cts 1 6: 3 0- 3 3).

T L  <  U C H  H A S  B E E N  s ai d  
X  ▼  J L a n d  writt e n  o n  t h e s u b 

j e ct of  B A P TI S M  a n d  m a n y  dif 
f er e nt i d e as h a v e  e m er g e d. L et  
us  s et asi d e a n y pr e c o n c ei v e d  
c o n cl usi o n  a n d  all o w  t h e Bi bl e  t o 
s h o w us  w h at  it t e a c h es.

W e  will  l o o k at  t his i m p ort a nt 
s u bj e ct u n d er  f o ur si m pl e h e a d-  
i n gs:



W h at  Is S o  Diffi c ult  A b o ut
W at e r  B a ptis m ?

t h e q u es-
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b y  
A nt h o n y  
B uzz ar d

t h er e J es us w as  s p e n di n g ti m e 
wit h  t h e m a n d  b a pti zi n g. "  T h er e  
is n o  d o u bt  t h er ef or e t h at J es us 
b a pti z e d  i n w at er  ( alt h o u g h t h e 
a ct u al  a ct  of  i m m ersi o n w as  p er 
f or m e d b y  his  a g e nts, t h e dis 
ci pl es.)  T his  i niti ati o n c er e m o n y  
w as  b a ptis m  p erf or m e d  b y  J es us  
— C hristi a n  b a ptis m  i n w at er.

T h e  gr e at  c o m missi o n m a n 
d at es  t h at dis ci pl es  u ntil  t h e e n d  
of  t h e a g e  g o  i nt o all  n ati o ns  a n d  
t e a c h w h at e v erj es us  t a u g ht. P art  
of  t h at c o m m a n d e d dis ci pli n g  
pr o c ess  is t o " b a pti z e  t h e m i nt o 
t h e n a m e  of  F at h er,  S o n  a n d  H ol y  
S pirit ,, ( M att. 2 8: 1 9).  T h at  is a  
cl e ar  c o m m a n d  fr o m t h e li ps of  
J es us, a n d it f e at ur es a m o n gst  
t h e m ar c hi n g  or d ers  of t h e 
C h ur c h.

T h e  A p ostl es  cl e arl y u n d er 
st o o d it t h at w a y.  P et er's  a p p e al  
t o his  first- c e nt ur y a u di e n c e  h as  
n ot  b e c o m e  o bs ol et e. " R e p e nt  
a n d  b e  b a pti z e d  i n t h e n a m e  of  
J es us C hrist  f or t h e r e missi o n of  
si ns a n d  y o u  will  r e c ei v e t h e gift  
of  t h e H ol y  S pirit ” ( A cts 2: 3 8).  
T h e  t y pi c al i niti ati o n i nt o t h e 
C h ur c h  is b y  r e p e nt a n c e, b eli e v 
i n g t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  
a n d t h e N a m e  of  J es us C hrist  
a n d  b a ptis m  i n w at er.  A cts  8: 1 2  
pr o vi d es  a n  e arl y  cr e e d:  " W h e n  
t h e y b eli e v e d  P hili p  as  h e  pr o 
cl ai m e d t h e G os p el  a b o ut t h e 
Ki n g d o m  a n d  t h e N a m e  of  J es us 
C hrist,  t h e y w er e  b ei n g  b a pti z e d,  
b ot h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n. "

As  if t o l e a v e n o  p ossi bl e  l o o p
h ol es,  L u k e  r e p orts t h at e v e n  af 

t er t h e r e c e pti o n of  H ol y  S pirit,  
t h e G e ntil es  w er e  t o b e  b a pti z e d  
i n w at er.  P et er  w as  o nl y  f oll o w
i n g his  L or d's  c o m m a n d  w h e n  
h e  c all e d  f or w at er  a n d  or d er e d  
"t h e m t o b e  b a pti z e d  w h o  h a d  
r e c ei v e d t h e h ol y  s pirit ” ( A cts 
1 0: 4 7,  4 8). W h e n  P a ul  dis c o v 
er e d  c o n v erts  w h o  h a d  r e c ei v e d 
J o h n's  w at er  b a ptis m  o nl y  h e  i m
m e di at el y  a d mi nist er e d  C hris 
ti a n w at er  b a ptis m  i nt o t h e n a m e  
of  t h e L or d  J es us  ( A cts 1 9: 5).  T h e  
N e w  T est a m e nt  C h ur c h  c ert ai nl y  
di d  n ot  t e a c h t h at s pirit  b a ptis m  
r e pl a c e d C hristi a n  w at er  b a p 
tis m. T h e  t w o g o  t o g et h er as  t h e 
st a n d ar d w a y  i n w hi c h  a  p ers o n  
is j oi n e d t o t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.  
L at e  i n his  c ar e er  P et er  c a n  still 
t al k of  ' " b a ptis m w hi c h  s a v es”  
us,  as  " a n a p p e al t o G o d  f or a  
g o o d  c o ns ci e n c e " ( 1 P et.  3: 2 1).  
Of  c o urs e,  n o  o n e  is s u g g esti n g 
t h at t h er e is a n yt hi n g  " m a gi c al ”  
i n t h e w at er.  W h at  c o u nts  is t h e 
c hil dli k e  s u b missi o n  t o t h e or di 
n a n c e  pr es cri b e d  b y  J es us. It is a  
si m pl e  m att er  of  o b e di e n c e.

B a ptis m  wit h o ut  a  p ersist e nt  
c o nti n u ati o n  i n t h e C hristi a n  lif e 
c a n n ot  s a v e a  p ers o n,  a n y  m or e  
t h a n a  o n e-ti m e  d e cisi o n  w hi c h  
is n ot  f oll o w e d b y  c o m mit m e nt.  
S al v ati o n  is b y  gr a c e  a n d  f ait h, 
w hi c h  m e a ns  als o (i n P a u Vs  
w or ds)  z/o b e di e n c e  fr o m t h e 
h e art  t o t h at f or m of  t e a c hi n g t o 
w hi c h  y o u  w er e  c o m mitt e d * *  
( R o m. 6: 1 7).  T h at  t e a c hi n g i n
cl u d e d  b a ptis m.  T his  w a y  of  i n
viti n g  c o n v erts  t o b e c o m e  C hris-

A  S  O N E  W H O  H A Sl e a m e d  
x T L  al m ost  e v er yt hi n g  b y  b e 
i n g c h all e n g e d  o n  v ari o us  bi bli 
c al  iss u es o v er  4 0  y e ars,  I v e nt ur e  
t o sti m ul at e  t h e t hi n ki n g of  s o m e  
f ell o w U nit ari a ns  o n  
ti o n of b a ptis m.  T h es e  ar e  fri e n ds, 
w h os e  z e al f or t h e Bi bl e  is u n 
d o u bt e d,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g ht 
t h at b a ptis m  i n w at er  is a  p oi nt 
l ess rit u al n ot  a p pli c a bl e  t o C hris 
ti a ns.

T h e  ar g u m e nt  h as  b e e n  p ut  
t his w a y:  " T h er e ar e  t w o m aj or  
b a ptis ms  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt:  
a)  w at er  b a ptis m  b e g u n  b y  J o h n  
[ h e B a ptist;  b)  b a ptis m  i n t h e 
B pirit  —  t h e b a ptis m  w hi c h  J es us 

C hrist  b a pti z es  wit h  a n d  w hi c h  
m a k es  s o m e o n e  a  C hristi a n. , z

T a k e  a  c ar ef ul  l o o k at  t h e a b o v e  
st at e m e nt. It is r e all y n ot  a f air 
a c c o u nt  of  w h at  t h e Bi bl e  t e a c h es. 
T h er e  is a  m aj or  missi n g  f a ct or. 
T h e  f a cts ar e  t h at J es us  als o  b a p 
ti z e d i n w at er.  T h er e  ar e  t h er e
f or e t hr e e b a ptis ms,  n ot  t w o: a) 
t h e w at er  b a ptis m  of  J o h n;  b)  t h e 
w at er  b a ptis m  a ut h ori z e d b y  
J es us; c) b a ptis m  i n t h e s pirit.

E v er y o n e  is f a mili ar wit h  t h e 
b a ptis m  of  J o h n. It h as  cl e arl y  
b e e n  s u p ers e d e d b y  C hristi a n  
b a ptis m.  C hristi a n  b a ptis m  is 
b ot h  b y  w at er  a n d  b y  s pirit. I n 
J o h n 4: 1,  2  w e  l e ar n t h at "J es us  
w as  m a ki n g  a n d  b a pti zi n g  m or e  
dis ci pl es t h a n J o h n ( alt h o u g h 
J es us hi ms elf  w as  n ot  b a pti zi n g,  
b ut  his  dis ci pl es  w er e)  . 〃 J o h n  3: 2 2 
s a ys t h at "J es us  a n d  his  dis ci pl es  
c a m e  i nt o t h e l a n d of  J u d e a, a n d
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ti a ns is a  p art  of  w h at  s al v ati o n  b y  f ait h 
m e a nt  t o t h e A p ostl es.  T h e y  t a u g ht t h e 
z/o b e di e n c e  of  f ait h " e v er y w h er e  ( R o m. 

1: 5;  1 6: 2 6).
G o d  h as  gi v e n  us  a pr o p er  pr o c e 

d ur e  f or a d missi o n  t o His  c h ur c h.  B a p 
tis m i n w at er  is a  p u bli c  r e n o u n ci n g of  
si n a n d  a d et er mi n ati o n  t o s er v e G o d  
a n d t h e M essi a h.  L a b els  li k e " c ar n al  
or di n a n c e "  or  'l e g alis m " misr e pr es e nt  
t h e a p ost oli c  t e a c hi n g a b o ut  C hristi a n  
w at er  b a ptis m.  J es us Hi ms elf  w as  b a p 
ti z e d i n w at er  ( L u k e 3: 2 1).  H e  m a d e  
a n d  b a pti z e d  c o n v erts  (J o h n 4: 1),  a n d  
H e  or d er e d  His  f oll o w ers t o m a k e  a n d  
b a pti z e  c o n v erts  ( M att. 2 8: 1 9,  2 0).

T h er e  is n o  n e e d f or di visi o n  or  
diff er e n c e  o v er  t his v er y  si m pl e m at 
t er, w hi c h  h as  n ot  b e e n  a  pr o bl e m ati c  
iss u e f or milli o ns  of  Bi bl e  r e a d ers o v er  
m a n y  c e nt uri es.

fr o nt d o ors  wit h  us.  W e  w er e  gr e et e d,  w e  w er e  w el c o m e d  
a n d  w e  f elt a c c e pt e d  i nt o a  f a mil y t h at w e  h a d n't  e v e n  b e e n  
i ntr o d u c e d t o. W e  as k e d  o urs el v es  w h y ?  A n d  it w as  s o  cl e ar  
t o us  t h at G o d  w or k e d  t hr o u g h t h e p e o pl e  of  t his c h ur c h.  S o  
t h atzs w h e n  w e  d e ci d e d  t o s e ar c h a n d  st u d y t o s e e if w h at  
t his c h ur c h  b eli e v e d  is als o w h at  G o d  h a d  b e e n  p ati e ntl y  
l e a di n g us  t o. A n d  wit h  h el p,  w e  b eli e v e d.

W o w,  w e  f elt gr e at!  B ut  t h er e w as  still  s o m et hi n g  missi n g.  
W e  w a nt e d  t o h a v e  w h at  t h os e p e o pl e  h a d  t h at w e  m et  w h e n  
w e  w al k e d  i n t h at fr o nt d o or.  A  c o m mit m e nt!  W e  k n o w  t h at 
aft er  t o d a y o ur  h e arts  will  b e  gl a d d e n e d  a n d  n ot  s a d d e n e d.  
T o  us  b a ptis m  w as  a  c h all e n g e  fr o m G o d.  H e  dr e w  a  li n e i n 
t h e s a n d  b ef or e  us  a n d  as k e d  us  t o c o ur a g e o usl y  st e p o v er  it 
a n d  b e  wit h  Hi m.  S o  b y  b ei n g  b a pti z e d  w e  h a v e  l eft t h e p ast  
b e hi n d  a n d  ar e  p u bli cl y  st ati n g t h at w e  ar e  r e a d y t o st art a  
n e w  lif e wit h  G o d.

It will  b e c o m e  cl e ar  t o y o u  s o m e d a y  t h at G o d  is c h all e n ；：  
i n g y o u.  A n d  y o u  will  fi n d a n  a b u n d a n c e  of  s u p p ort  ar o u n d ^  
y o u  t o h el p  y o u  st e p o v er  t h at li n e a n d  b e  b a pti z e d.

f or ei g n t o its t h o u g ht. Z/ Wit h o utit  
[ b a ptis m] a  b eli e v er  di d  n ot  e nt er  
t h e pri miti v e  c o m m u nit y  of  f ait h”  
( S. S. S m all e y)  ( E v a n g eli c al Q u ar 
t erl y, 6 5: 4,  1 9 9 2,  p.  3 0 6).

O u r  T esti m o n y
b y  G e n e  a n d  A m y  D yl e ws ki

B a pti z e d  at  Ti m b erl a n d  Bi bl e  C h ur c h,  S o ut h  B e n d,  I N, O ct o b er  2 4,  1 9 9 3

E v a n g eli c als  r e c o g ni z e t h at P et er's  
a p p e al  f or r e p e nt a n c e a n d  b a ptis m  is 
stri ki n gl y  diff er e nt  fr o m m o d e m  e v a n 
g elisti c  f or m ul a e. Writi n g  o n  Z/ C o n v er-  
si o n  i n t h e Bi bl e, "  R. T.  Fr a n c e  o bs er v es  
t h at:

O ur  t e n d e n c y t o s e e  b a ptis m  as  a  
s y m b oli c o pti o n al  e xtr a,  or  t o b e  
e m b arr ass e d  b y  t h e i n cl usi o n of  
a  p h ysi c al  a ct  as  p art  of  t h e s piri
t u al pr o c ess  of  c o n v ersi o n,  c o n 
tr asts wit h  t h e str o n gl y "r e alist ”  
l a n g u a g e of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  
a b o ut di e  s a vi n g si g nifi c a n c e of  
b a ptis m  ( e. g.z  J o h n  3: 5;  R o m.  6: 3-  
4;  G al.  3: 2 7;  C ol.  2: 1 2;  Tit.  3: 5;  I 
P et.  3: 2 0- 2 1).  W hil e  t h er e ar e  n o  
N e w  T est a m e nt  gr o u n ds  f or b e 
li e vi n g t h at b a p  tis m b y its elf m a k es  
a  p ers o n  a  C hristi a n,  t h e i d e a of  
a n  u n b a pti z e d  C hristi a n  is e q u all y

W e  a p p e al,  t h er ef or e, t o o ur  U nit ar 
i a n fri e n ds w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c a u g ht  i n 
t h e f als el y s pirit u al  vi e w  t h at t h e p h ysi 
c al  a ct  of  b a ptis m  is n ot  p art  of  C hris 
ti a n dis ci pl es hi p.  It w as  t h e G n osti cs  
w h o  cr e at e d a mist a k e n  di visi o n  b e 
t w e e n w h at  is p h ysi c al  a n d w h at  is 
s pirit u al. T h e  A p ostl es,  i n m a n d ati n g  
w at er  b a ptis m,  w er e  o b e di e nt,  as w e  
s h o ul d b e,  t o t h e c o m m a n d  of  C hrist.  
A n d  r e c o g ni zi n g t h e L or ds hi p  of  J es us 
is t h e h e art  of  w h at  it m e a ns  t o b e  a  
b eli e v er.  T h er e  is n o  g e n ui n e  c o nf es 
si o n of  J es us as L or d  wit h o ut  o b e di 
e n c e  ( R o m. 1 0: 9).

Y o u  m a y  b e  w o n d eri n g  w h y  s o m e o n e  w o ul d  w ait  s o  l o n g 
t o b e  b a pti z e d ?  T h er e  m a y  n ot  b e  a  r e all y g o o d  a ns w er  t o t h at 
q u esti o n.  H o w e v er,  w h e n  w e  w er e  y o ur  a g e w e  w e nt  t o 
c h ur c h  j ust li k e y o u.  O nl y  it w as  a  diff er e nt  c h ur c h.  T h e n  
s o m et hi n g  h a p p e n e d.  W e  f o u n d G o d  w as  c alli n g  us  a w a y  
fr o m t h at c h ur c h.  O ur  pr o bl e m  w as  w e  di d n't  k n o w  w h er e  
H e  w as  c alli n g us  t o. W e  l o o k e d f or a w hil e  a n d visit e d  
c h ur c h es  b ut  w e  w er e  str u g gli n g t o o m u c h  wit h  g uilt  fr o m 
l e a vi n g t h at c h ur c h  w hi c h  w e  gr e w  u p  i n. A n d  b e c a us e  of  
t h at g uilt,  t h e tr ut h of  G o d's  W or d  w as  u n c ert ai n  t o us.  S o  w e  
r e a d t h e Bi bl e,  pr a y e d  a n d  w e nt  wit h  fri e n ds w h o  i n vit e d us  
t o t h eir c h ur c h es.  W e  still h el d  i n o ur  h e arts  t h at t h e ri g ht 
c h ur c h w o ul d  c o m e al o n g a n d w e  w o ul d  k n o w  it. A n d  
d uri n g  t his ti m e G o d  w al k e d  p ati e ntl y  wit h  us  a n d  w e  l e d a  
g o o d  lif e. H o w e v er,  w e  w er e  u n h a p p y.  Aft er  w e  m o v e d  t o 
Gr a n g er  w e  d e ci d e d  t o tr y a g ai n.  W e  w e nt  t o m a n y  c h ur c h es  
i n t h e c o m m u nit y  a n d  t h e n w e  visit e d  h er e.

N o  o n e  h a d  i n vit e d us.  N o  o n e  h a d  t ol d us  w h at  y o u  
b eli e v e d  as  a  c h ur c h.  N o  o n e  e x c e pt  G o d  w al k e d  i n t h os e
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7.  T e a c hi n g  w 油 o ut  叩 pli c ati o n.

S o  m u c h  of  o ur  t e a c hi n g a n d  r e a c h

i n g is wit h o ut  pr a cti c al  a p pli c ati o n

Tr ust  is oft e n  a  b o n e  of  c o nt e nti o n  
b et w e e n  l e a d ers a n d m e m b ers  of  
c h ur c h es. B ut,  w e  h a v e  t o as k if w e  
c a n  tr ul y tr ust o urs el v es.  If w e  c a n n ot  
e v e n  tr ust o urs el v es  t o d o  ri g ht all  t h e 
ti m e, w h y  d o  w e  e x p e ct  l e a d ers t o d o  
w h at  w e  a d mit  w e  c a n't ?

f or t h e a v er a g e  c h ur c h- g o er.  Pr e a c h 
i n g m ust  e m p h asi z e  p ers o n al  tr a ns
f or m ati o n, n ot  et h er e al t h e ol o g y or  
i n a p pli c a bl e d o ctri n e.  I n M att h e w  
2 8: 1 8- 2 0,  C hrist  c o m m a n d e d  t h e dis 
ci pl es  n ot  o nl y  t o g o z  n ot  o nl y  t o t e a c h, 
b ut  t o m a k e  dis ci pl es  f as hi o n e d aft er  
t h e i m a g e of  C hrist,  n ot  si m pl y i n
f or m e d of  c h ur c h  d o ctri n e.

T h e  r es ult of  t e a c hi n g wit h o ut  a p 
pli c ati o n  is b eli e vi n g  s al v ati o n  c o m es  
b y  k n o wl e d g e,  i nst e a d of  gr a c e.  Of  
c o urs e,  n o  o n e  w o ul d  a d mit  t his o n  a n  
i nt ell e ct u al l e v el b ut  C hrist  is m or e  
c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  o ur  h e art  c o n vi cti o n  
a n d p ers o n al  dis ci pli n e  t h a n H e  is 
a b o ut  o ur  br ai ns.

l e a d ers hi p. G o d  
w o m e n  of  c h ar a ct er,  

t h os e d e v ot e d  t o o b e di e n c e  a n d  s a cri
fi c e. W hil e  s k e pti cis m  of  t h e mi nistr y  
is u n d erst o o d,  it is n ot  a c c e pt a bl e  t o 
s cr uti ni z e f or t h e s a k e of  s cr uti n y or  
p ers o n al  s atisf a cti o n.

H o w  m a n y  Ol d  T est a m e nt  pr o p h 
ets  w er e  p o p ul ar  f or t h eir m ess a g es ?  
H o w  oft e n  w as  J es us  criti ci z e d  b y  t h e 
r eli gi o us l e a d ers of  His  d a y ?  H o w  
oft e n  w as  P a ul  r ej e ct e d b e c a us e  of  his  
u n c o m pr o misi n g  e m p h asis o n  dis 
ci pl es hi p  a n d  tr ut h ? L e a d ers  m ust  b e  
p e o pl e  of  i nt e grit y a n d  c h ar a ct er,  a n d  
t h e fl o c k m ust  b e  willi n g  t o l et t h e m 
l e a d.

8.  P e o pl e  d o n't  tr u st t h eir l e a d er s.

F ait h  i n l e a d ers hi p is at  a  l o w e b b  
t o d a y. I n f a ct, t h e A m eri c a n  c ult ur e  
b uil ds  p e o pl e  u p  a n d, as s o o n as  
t h e y'r e el e ct e d,  b e gi ns  criti ci zi n g  t h e m. 
F or  s o m e r e as o n, of  w hi c h  m a n y  ar e  
j ustifi e d, t h er e e xists  a  l o v e/ h at e r el a
ti o ns hi p b et w e e n  t h e l e a d ers a n d  citi 
z e ns  of  A m eri c a.

I n t h e mi nistr y,  w e  h a v e  a  tr e m e n
d o us  d e cli n e  i n i nt e grit y a n d  m or al 
it y. As  a  r es ult, p e o pl e  ar e  s k e pti c al.  
Mi nist ers  ar e  g uilt y  u ntil  pr o v e n  i n
n o c e nt.  T h er e  is a n a nti d ot e  t h o u g h 
a n d it is a ut h e nti c  
us es  m e n  a n d

9.  L e g ali s m.

M a n y  c h ur c h es  ar e  m or e  i nt er est e d 
i n m ai nt ai ni n g  ort h o d o x y  t h a n t h e y 
ar e i n dis ci pl es hi p  a n d  r e a c hi n g t h e 
l ost. Di visi o n  a n d diss e nsi o n  e xist  
b e c a us e  p e o pl e  fi g ht o v er  mi n or  d o c 
tri n al iss u es —  w e  str ai n a  g n at  a n d  
s w all o w a  c a m el.  T h e  a nti d ot e  t o l e
g alis m  is a  cli m at e  of  a c c e pt a n c e.  T his  
d o es n't  m e a n  si n is all o w e d t o c o n 
ti n u e or  d o ctri n es  a g ai nst t h e t e a c h
i n gs of  S cri pt ur e  ar e  pr o m ot e d.  R at h er,  
it m e a ns  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  d o n't  
m att er  r e all y d o n't  m att er.  W e  n e e d  t o 
p ut  R o m a ns  1 4  i nt o pr a cti c e  r at h er 
t h a n b e c o mi n g  P h aris e es  o urs el v es.

1 0.  Str u ct ur e d  f or c o ntr ol  r at h er t h a n gr o wt h.

M ost  c h ur c h es ar e str u ct ur e d f or 
c o ntr ol  r at h er t h a n gr o wt h.  T o o  oft e n,  
w e  ar e  o v er- pr o gr a m m e d,  o v er- or g a 
ni z e d,  a n d  o v er-str u ct ur e d,  a n d  b u 
r e a u cr a c y is killi n g  o ur  c h ur c h es.  
T h er e  ar e  t o o m a n y  c o m mitt e es  a n d  
n ot  e n o u g h  c o m mitt e d;  t h er e ar e  t o o 
m a n y  b o ar d  m e m b ers  w h o  ar e  b or e d  
m e m b ers.  T h e  a nti d ot e  is t o k e e p  t h e 
str u ct ur e si m pl e. Wit h  si m pli cit y,  
l e a d ers c a n l e a d a n d t h e b o d y  c a n  
mi nist er.

If w e  ar e g oi n g  t o h a v e  gr o wi n g  
c h ur c h es  wit h  m e m b ers  d e di c at e d  t o 
e v a n g elis m,  dis ci pl es hi p,  a n d  bi bli c al  
w ors hi p,  w e  m ust  r e m o v e t h e gi a nts  
t h at st a n d i n t h e w a y.

6.  E m p h a si z e  m e eti n g  r at h er t h a n mi ni str y.

W e  oft e n  e v al u at e  o ur  s pirit u alit y 

b y  h o w  m a n y  m e eti n gs  w e  att e n d  
d uri n g  t h e w e e k.  If y o u'r e  a g o o d  
C hristi a n,  y o u  g o  e v er y  w e e k;  if y o u'r e  
a  gr e at  C hristi a n,  y o u  g o  t wi c e a  w e e k;  
if y o u'r e  a  s pirit u al  gi a nt,  y o u  g o  t w k z e 
a  w e e k,  t o p otl u c k,  t h e b usi n ess  m e et 
i n gs, a n d W e d n es d a y  ni g ht  Bi bl e  
st u d y. B ut  w h at  w o ul d  h a p p e n  if all  
t h e m e eti n gs  w er e  c a n c ell e d ? J es us  
di d  n ot  s a y, "I h a v e  c o m e t h at y o u  
mi g ht  h a v e  m e eti n gs. "  Y et,  C hristi a ns  
h a v e  littl e or  n o  ti m e f or m e a ni n gf ul  
mi nistr y  b e c a us e  t h e y'r e al w a ys at  
m e eti n gs.

Wit h  s o m a n y  m e eti n gs,  w e  ar e  
tr yi n g t o o v er-t e a c h  o ur  p e o pl e.  I mi g ht  
g o  t o m or ni n g  cl ass  a n d  g et  a n  a p pli 
c ati o n f or m y  lif e; t h e n t o m or ni n g  
w ors hi p  a n d  I' m s u p p os e d t o g et  a n-  

^f et h er  a p pli c ati o n  f or lif e; t h e n m a y b e  
Fri d a y  ni g ht  s er vi c e f or Bi bl e  st u d y  

or  dis ci pl es hi p;  n e xt  m a y b e  W e d n es 
d a y  ni g ht  f or pr a y er  m e eti n g  a n d  
T h urs d a y  m or ni n g  f or m er/s  pr a y er  
br e a kf ast.  I n cl u d e t his wit h  p ers o n al,  
d ail y  d e v oti o ns  a n d  o v erl o a d  is i n e vi
t a bl e. N o  o n e  c a n l e a m t h at m u c h  
i nf or m ati o n, l et al o n e  a p pl y  it. C hris 
ti a ns ar e  oft e n  t o o b us y  l e ar ni n g a n d  
d o n't  h a v e  ti m e f or a p pli c ati o n.  H o w  
w ell  w e'r e  d oi n g  if w e  g et  o n e  tr ut h 
a p pli e d a n d  i n c or p or at e d i n o ur  lif e 
o n  a  w e e kl y  b asis.  J ust  b e c a us e  p e o pl e  
ar e  i nf or m e d, d o es n't  m e a n  t h e y ar e  
tr a nsf or m e d! T o o  m u c h  t e a c hi n g wit h 
o ut  ti m e a n d  e m p h asis  o n  a p pli c ati o n  
a n d  tr ai ni n g r es ults i n h e ar ers  of  t h e 
W or d  a n d  n ot  d o ers.  T h e  a nti d ot e  t o 
t his is t h at e v er y  m e m b er  m ust  b e  a  
mi nist er  —  f o c us o n  mi nistr y  r at h er 
t h a n m e eti n gs.



( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  1 5)

L e ar ni n g  E x p eri e n c e

— M arri a g e  P art n ers hi p,  wi nt er  1 9 9 3

— M arri a g e  P art n ers hi p,  wi nt er  1 9 9 3

— P a ul  W al k er,  P ul pit  H el ps

D a d s  5till  D o  It B e st

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 52 2

T h e  R o o m s  of  M y  M arri a g e
J a c ki n a St ar k

F at h er  a n d  S o n
R a y  F ull er

M e n  Li v e  L o n g er,  
T h a n k s  t o U s

— J err y  J o h nst o n, I ns pir e Y o ur  Ki ds  t o 
Gr e at n ess,  C o p yri g ht  1 9 9 3

T h er e  w as  a  y o u n g  e v a n g elist  w h o  
as  a  si n gl e  c oll e g e  b o y  pr e a c h e d  y o ut h  
r e vi v als a n d b e c a m e  f a m o us f or his  
s er m o n t o p ar e nts,  " T e n C o m m a n d 
m e nts  f or R e ari n g  C hil dr e n.

Aft er  c oll e g e  h e  w as  m arri e d;  t w o 
y e ars  l at er h e  a n d  his  wif e  w er e  bl ess e d  
wit h  t h eir first c hil d. H e  vi g or o usl y  
pr e a c h e d  t h e s er m o n u ntil  t h e b a b y  
w as  t w o y e ars  ol d.  T h e n  h e  c h a n g e d  
t h e titl e t o " T e n  R ul es  f or R e ari n g  C hil 
dr e n.

W h e n  t h e c hil d  w e nt  t o el e m e nt ar y  
s c h o ol, h e  c h a n g e d t h e titl e t o " T e n  
S u g g esti o ns  f or R e ari n g  C hil dr e n/ 7

W h e n  his  c hil d g ot  t o j u ni or hi g h  
s c h o ol, h e  c h a n g e d t h e titl e t o " T e n  
H el pf ul  Hi nts  f or R e ari n g  C hil dr e n/ *

W h e n  his  c hil d  e nt er e d  hi g h  s c h o ol,  
h e  st o p p e d  pr e a c hi n g  t his s er m o n  alt o 
g et h er.

— Fr o m  a  l ett er t o t h e 
e dit or  p u blis h e d  i n 

M e n's  H e alt h  m a g a zi n e

O ur  h o m e  —  t h e r o o ms w e  i n h a bit 
— ill ustr at e t h e c o m p a ni o ns hi p m y  
h us b a n d  a n d  I s h ar e. I n t h e li vi n g r o o m 
w e  m e et  aft er w or k  t o dri n k  Di et  
C o k e ™  a n d  dis c uss  t h e d a y.  H e  b al 
a n c es  t h e c h e c k b o o k,  I d o  m y  n ails.  H e  
w at c h es  t h e b all g a m e  a n d  I n a p  wit h  
m y  h e a d  o n  his  st o m a c h. H e  t a k es a  
n a p;  I r e a d a b o o k.  H e  s pr e a ds o ut  
n e ws p a p er  a n d  p olis h es  his  s h o es  w hil e  
I d o  5 0  sit- u ps; h e  e ats p ot at o  c hi ps  
w hil e  I v a c u u m  t h e c ar p et.

I n t h e kit c h e n,  h e  m a k es  l as a g n a a n d  
I m a k e  t h e s al a d. H e  pl o ps  e ars  of  c o m  
i nt o b oili n g  w at er;  I b utt er  a n d  b u m  
t h e r olls. Aft er  w e  e at a n d  ar e  f ull, I 
l o a d t h e dis h w as h er  a n d  h e  s w e e ps  t h e 
fl o or.

A n d  c o m p a ni o ns hi p  i n t h e b e dr o o m.  
Ni g hts  w h e n  I p o ur  o ut  mist a k es  or

Y o u  c o o k  wit h  oli v e  oil  a n d  us e  a  
b utt er  s u bstit ut e. Y o u  tr y n ot  t o s er v e 
r e d m e at,  a n d y o u  e n c o ur a g e y o ur  
h us b a n d  t o g et  m or e  e x er cis e.  B ut,  i n 
t his er a w h e n  e v er yt hi n g fr o m h a m 
b ur g ers  t o N utr a-s w e et ™  c o ul d b e  
h a z ar d o us  t o y o ur  h e alt h,  a  h us b a n d's  
b est  lif es a v er m a y  b e  his  wif e.

A  r e c e nt st u d y i n di c at es t h at m ar 
ri e d m e n  li v e l o n g er si m pl y b e c a us e  
t h e y li v e wit h  t h eir wi v es.  A n d  t h er e is 
n o  c o m p ar a bl e  s u bstit ut e: Li vi n g  wit h  
a  p ers o n  ot h er  t h a n a  s p o us e off ers  n o  
a d diti o n al  a d v a nt a g e.  It s e e ms  t h at m e n  
si m pl y  li v e l o n g er wit h  t h eir wi v es  b y  
t h eir si d es.

T al ki n g  t o a  t e e n a g er s h o ul d n't b e  
"tri c k y " f or m e n.  T h e  pr o bl e m  m ost  
f at h ers h a v e  is t h at w e  all  tr y t o o h ar d  
— e v er yt hi n g's  g ot  t o b e  " q u alit y  ti m e”  
or  " h e art ・t o ・ h e art. 〃

W h e n e v er  t h er e's s o m e 
t hi n g I w a nt  t o dis c uss  
wit h  m y  s o n, I m a k e  it a  
r ul e t o g et  o ut  of  t h e 
h o us e  wit h  hi m  a n d  
j ust d o  s o m et hi n g  m o 
n ot o n o us,  li k e hi ki n g,  
fis hi n g or  w as hi n g  t h e 
c ar. Eit h er  w a y,  w e  
e v e nt u all y  g et  t o t al k
i n g wit h o ut  e v er  h a v 
i n g t o g o  t hr o u g h t h e 
str ess of  st arti n g  
" c o n v ers ati o n. "

Y o u  c a n't  m a k e  y o ur  c hil dr e n  gr e at,  
b ut  y o u  c a n  h el p  t h e m b e c o m e  gr e at.

R es e ar c h  h as  r e p e at e dl y d o c u 
m e nt e d  t h at a  c hil d  w h o  e nj o ys  a  p osi 
ti v e a n d  c o nti n u o us  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  
his  or  h er  f at h er t e n ds t o h a v e  a  g o o d  
s elf- c o n c e pt  hi g h er  s elf- est e e m,  hi g h er  
c o nfi d e n c e  i n p ers o n al  a n d  s o ci al i n
t er a cti o n, gr e at er  m or al  m at urit y,  r e
d u c e d  r at es of  u n w e d  t e e n pr e g n a n c y,  
gr e at er  i nt er n al c o ntr ol  a n d  hi g h er  c a 
r e er as pir ati o ns.  P h e w.  H er e's  t o m or e  
q u alit y  a n d q u a ntit y  ti m e wit h  o ur  
ki ds.

tri u m p hs. Ni g hts  w h e n  I, a gr o w n,  
r es p o nsi bl e w o m a n,  c a n  s a y sill y, pr e 
p ost er o us  t hi n gs, a n d  o nl y  h e  a n d  I will  
k n o w.  Ni g hts  I w a nt  t o r e a d "j ust  a  f e w 
m or e  p a g es "  wit h  t h e w ar m  c a m ar a 
d eri e  of  his  sl e e pi n g  b o d y  b esi d e  m e.  
Ni g hts  w h e n  I n e e d  t o b e  h el d,  a n d  h e  
p uts  a n ar m ar o u n d m e  a n d cl os el y  
s h a p es  hi ms elf  i nt o m e.  Ni g hts  w h e n  I 
w a nt  t o gi v e  a n d  t o t a k e l o v e, a n d  h e's  
t h er e, k n o wi n g  m y  pl e as ur es  a n d  
n e e ds.

M y  h us b a n d  m a k es  m e  gl a d  I a m  
n ot  al o n e.



E A T U R E

T h e  O nl y  T R U E  S cri pt ur e ?

t hi n ki n g:

A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 9 5 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D2 3

v oi c e  is t o b o w  t o a  
pr a cti c e  of  c o m m o ni zi n g

T. K.
S pri n gfi el d,  O R

Fr o m  t h e 

Bi bl e  

A d v o c at e,  
J u n e 1 9 9 5.

T o  t e ar or  r e d u c e, m ar  or  d ef a c e,  is t o diff us e  t h e 
W or d  of  tr ut h. T o  r e m a k e t h e Bi bl e  i nt o a  n e w  i m a g e 
is t o cr e at e  a n i d ol i n t h e f a c e of  G o d.  T o  a gr e e  t o 
p o p ul ar  v oi c e  is t o b o w  t o a f a mili ar [s pirit]. T h e  

v ers e  is wit c h cr aft.  T o  
c h a n g e,  a d d  t o, or  d el et e  fr o m t h e h ol y  W or d  of  G o d  
is n ot hi n g  s h ort  of bl as p h e m y.  T o  utt er  i n t o n g u es t h e 
v ers es  of  otli er  a ut h ors  i n t h e T a b er n a cl e  of  t h e M ost  
Hi g h  is als o  bl as p h e m y.  T o  b u y  tr a nsl ati o ns of  b ar-  
t er ers a n d t hi e v es is t o p ut  m o n e y  i nt o t h eir c oi n  
p urs es.

T h es e  c h ur c h es t h e n w al k  as n ati o ns  u p o n  t h e 
e art h.  T h er e  is n o  H ol y  S cri pt ur e  b ut  t h e Ki n g  J a m es  
Bi bl e;  t h e L or d  G o d  pr e p ar e d  it f or us.

T h e  Ki n g  J a ni es  V ersi o n  i n us e  t o d a y is n ot  t h e s a m e 
as  t h e ori gi n al  1 6 1 1. e diti o n. B e c a us e  of  its Eliz a b e 
t h a n s p elli n g  a n d  l ett eri n g, t h e 1 6 1 1.  e diti o n  w o ul d  b e  
diffi c ult  f or t h e m o d e m  p u bli c  t o r e a d. O v er  t h e y e ars,  
fi v e m aj or  r e vis e d e diti o ns  h a v e  b e e n  p u blis h e d.  T h e  
first a p p e ar e d  i n 1 6 1 3  wit h  s o m e 3 0 0  c h a n g es.  F ur 
t h er alt er ati o ns  i n pri nti n g,  s p elli n g, a n d  p u n ct u a 
ti o n f oll oi u e d i n 7 6 2 9,  7 6 3 8,  1 7 6 2,  a n d  1 7 6 9.  T h e  
1 7 6 9  O xf or d  e diti o n b y  O xf or d  U ni v ersit y  s c h ol ar 
B e nj a mi n  Bl a y n e y  r e pr es e nt e d t h e m ost  t h or o u g h 
m o d er niz ati o n  of  s p elli n g a n d  p u n ct u ati o n  (s o m e 
7 5, 0 0 0  c h a n g es  fr o m t h e 1 6 1 1  e diti o n). T his  is t h e 
e diti o n  ess e nti all y  i n us e  t o d a y.

T o b e  c a n di d  a b o ut  t h e m att er,  ifz u e w er e  t o t a k e t h e st a n d 
y o u  r e c o m m e n d,  w e  z u o ul d  h a v e  t o as k  o urs el v es,  a  W hi c h  of  
t h es e e diti o ns  r e pr es e nts  w h at  t h e L or d  pr e p ar e d  f or 以  s ? " Is 
t h e c urr e nt  1 7 6 9  e diti o n  i n a c c ur at e o n  7 5, 0 0 0  c o u nts,  or  ar e  
t h e y i m pr o v e m e nts t h at G o d  i ns pir e d ? If t h os e m e n  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d  z u er e i ns pir e d t o d o  t h eir w or k  t o bri n g  
t h e p u bli c  a  m or e  r e a d a bl e, u n d erst a n d a bl e  tr a nsl ati o n, 
mi g ht  n ot  G o d  j ust as  li k el y i ns pir e m e n  t o d a y t o c o nti n u e  
t h os e i m pr o v e m e nts ? H o w  z u o ul d w e  r e as o n t h at t h e y ar e  
n ot ?

E DI T O R' S  N O T E:  T h e  B A  [ Bi bl e A d v o c at e]  s h ar es 
y o ur  e nt h usi as m  f or tr ut h a n d  f or pr es er vi n g  i n vi ol at e t h e 
W or d  of  G o d.  W e  d o  n ot  u n d erst a n d  w h at  l o gi c l e a ds t o 
s o m e of  y o ur  c o n vi cti o ns,  h oz v e v er.  Pl e as e  a ns w er  t h es e 
q u esti o ns  f or y o ur  o w n

If t h e Ki n g  j a ni es V ersi o n  is t h e o nl y  H ol y  S cri pt ur e,  
t h e o nl y  v ersi o n  C o d  r e c o g niz es, t h e n m ust  all  p e o pl e  of  t h e 
e art h w h o  s p e a k ot h er  l a n g u a g es l e ar n t o s p e a k E n glis h  
b ef or e  t h e y c a n  st u d y t h e W or d  of  G o d ?  T h e  Ki n g  J a m es  
V ersi o n  di d  n ot  e xist  b ef or e  t h e si xt e e nt h c e nt ur y,  w h e n  
Ki n g  J a ni es  of  E n gl a n d  a ut h oriz e d  t h at tr a nsl ati o n. Di d  
n o  o n e  h a v e  a  H ol y  Bi bl e  b ef or e  t h e n ? W h at  di d  t h e p e o pl e  
of  t h e w orl d  d o  t o l e a m a b o ut  G o d  f or 7, 5 0 0  y e ars  aft er  
C hrist  di e d  o n  t h e cr oss  b ef or e  t his tr a nsl ati o n a p p e ar e d ?

If it w as  h o n or a bl e  f or a  ki n g,  k n o w n  f or a n  i n a bilit y t o 
c o ntr ol  his  t e m p er, t o h a v e  a  gr o u p  of  s c h ol ars  f or m ul at e 
a  tr a nsl ati o n f or g e n er al  us e,  w h y  z u o ul d it b e  l ess h o n or 
a bl e  f or d e di c at e d  C hristi a n  s c h ol ars t o att e m pt  t o i m pr o v e 
o n  t h at tr a nsl ati o n ? M ost  of  us  br o u g ht  u p  o n  t h e Ki n g  
J a m es V ersi o n  r e c o g niz e t h at t h e w or d  " E ast er' i n A cts  
7 2: 4  is a  pr o bl e m  i n t h at tr a nsl ati o n. D o  y o u  f e el t h at G o d  
i ns pir e d t h at i n a c c ur a c y ?

W e  r e c o m m e n d H o w  W e  G ot  t h e Bi bl e,  b y  J err y  
Griffi n  ( Bi bl e A d v o c at e  Pr ess,  1 9 9 0,  $ 4. 2 5),  t o h el p  y o u  
u n d erst a n d  t h es e m att ers.  I n r e g ar d t o t h e i m m e di at e 
q u esti o n,  h e  s a ys:



T h e  O nl y  T R U E  S cri pt ur e  ?
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 3)

w hil e  tr yi n g t o d o  a  f ait hf ul j o b pr es e nti n g  tr ut h.

ar e

— P ast or  Willi a m  W a c ht el

N a m e

A d dr ess

St at eCit y

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

I n all  of  w h at  h as  b e e n  s ai d, t h er e is n o  i nt e nt t o dis c o ur a g e  us e  
of  t h e Ki n g  J a m es  V ersi o n,  t o b elittl e  t h e gr e at  b e n efit  it h as  b e e n  
t o E n glis h-s p e a ki n g  p e o pl es,  or  t o m a k e  li g ht of  c o n c er ns  a b o ut  t h e 
v ali dit y  of  s o m e  m o d er n  tr a nsl ati o ns. As  di d  t h e tr a nsl at ors of  t h e 
Ki n g  J a m es  V ersi o n,  tr a nsl at ors of  r e c e nt  v ersi o ns  m a k e  mist a k es

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D
P E R MI T  2 1  

M orr o w.  G e or gi a  

N o n pr ofit  Or g.

- 0 3 6 0 8  0 0 1  9 6 . 0  
P A S T 3 R / M R S  D A V I D  K R O G i  
1 9 9 2  T I F F A N Y  L N  
J O N E S B O R O  G A  3 0 2 3 6

D e ar R usri T U Ti O N H E R A U),

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

Q T a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n t o l h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  —  1 yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr,  $ 2 1.  3  yr.  5 3 0. ( Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

T h es e  w or ds  fr o m t h e gr o u p  of  m e n  z u h o tr a nsl at e d t h e K J V  
r e v e al t h eir h u m a n n ess  a n d  t h e s o ur c e of  t h eir i nf or m ati o n f or 
tr a nsl ati n g, a n d  t h e y g a v e  Ki n g  J a ni es  t h e cr e dit  f or t h eir i ns pi
r ati o n r at h er t h a n G o d!  As  m e m b ers  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d  
st u d yi n g  t h e W or d  of  G o d,  t h e y c a m e  t o s e v er al  d o ctri n al  c o n cl u 
si o ns  d  讶 er e nt  t h a n t h os e es p o us e d  b y  m a n y  of  us.  P e o pl e  z u h o us e  

t h e Ki n g  J a m es  V ersi o n  still arri v e  at  diff er e nt  d o ctri n al  c o n cl u 
si o ns.

Y o ur  Ki n g  J a ni es  V ersi o n  pr o b a bl y  h as  a st at e m e nt  i n t h e fr o nt 
si mil ar t o t h e st at e m e nt  fr o m t h os e e m pl o y e d  b y  Ki n g  J a m es t o 

pr e p ar e  t his tr a nsl ati o n:

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  • M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

F or  w h e n  Y o ur  Hi g h n ess  [ E n gl a n d's  Ki n g  J a ni es]  h a d  o n c e  
o ut  of  d e e p  j u d g m e nt a p pr e h e n d e d  h o w  c o n v e ?ii e nt  it w as,  
t h at o ut  of  t h e Ori gi n al  S a cr e d  T o n g u es,  t o g et h er wit h  
c o m p ari n g  of  t h e l a b o urs, b ot h  i n o ur  o w n,  a n d  ot h er  f or ei g n 
L a n g u a g es,  of  m a n y  w ort h y  m e n  w h o  w e nt  b ef or e  us,  t h er e 
s h o ul d  b e  o n e  m or e  e x a ct  Tr a nsl ati o n  of  t h e h ol y  S cri pt ur es  
i nt o t h e E n glis h  T o n g u e.  A n d  n oz u .. . w e h a v e  gr e at  h o p es  
t h at t h e C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d  s h all  r e a p  g o o d  fr uit t h er e b y; w e  
h ol d  it o ur  d ut y  t o off er  it [t h eir  tr a nsl ati o n] t o y o ur M aj est y  
[ Ki n g  J a m es],  n ot  o nl y  as  t o o ur  Ki n g  a n d  S o v er ei g n,  b ut  as  
t o t h e pri n ci p al  M o v er  a n d  A ut h or  of  t h e w or k:  h u m bl y  
cr a vi n g  Y o ur  m ost  S a cr e d  M aj est y

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns  
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  

t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  
l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al 
d at e  of  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n If 
t h e n u m b er  is 9 6. 0,  it e x pir es  
wit h  l h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  is
s u e. 1 9 9 6. A  9 6. 2 n u m b er  
m e a ns  a  J u n e/J ul y  e x pir aii o n.  
T his  m et h o d  will  assist t h e 
s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

M o d e m  Bi bl e  V ersi o n
As  w e' v e  dis c uss e d  o n  ot h er  o c c asi o ns,  p er h a ps  a  bri ef  

r e vi e w of  t h e s u bj e ct  of  m o d er n  Bi bl e  tr a nsl ati o ns is h el pf ul.
It is i nt er esti n g a n d  i m p ort a nt t o r e ali z e t h at w h e n  t h e 

Bi bl e  w as  first writt e n  i n t h e ori gi n al  H e br e w  a n d  Gr e e k,  t h e 
l a n g u a g e w as  i n t h e st yl e c urr e ntl y b ei n g  s p o k e n a n d  
writt e n  b y  t h e p e o pl e.  It w as  n ot  " ol d-f as hi o n e d "  i n its d a y  
a n d ti m e. T his  h as  b e e n  s h o w n b y  dis c o v er y  of  ot h er  
writi n gs  of  t h e s a m e  p eri o d.  S u c h  a  f a ct ar g u es  f or k e e pi n g  
t h e Bi bl e  al w a ys  tr a nsl at e d i n u p-t o- d at e  v ersi o ns.

W hil e  m ost  of  us  l o v e t h e Ki n g  J a m es V ersi o n  a n d  
f a mili ar wit h  its m aj esti c  l a n g u a g e, its ar c h ai c  E n glis h  oft e n  
l e a v es s o m et hi n g t o b e  d esir e d  i n t h e m att er  of  cl arit y  a n d  
a c c ur a c y.  T his  is n ot  m e a nt  t o b e  a  criti cis m  of  o ur  still  us ef ul  
Ki n g  J a m es, b ut  a  pl e a  t h at w e  b e c o m e  f a mili ar wit h,  a n d  
us e  e xt e nsi v el y, t h e s e v er al g o o d  m o d e m  v ersi o ns  n o w  
e asil y  a v ail a bl e!


