
• T h e R estit uti o n  H er al d
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7  f or et ol d t h e f or m er t hi n gs l o n g a g o,  
m y  m o ut h  a n n o u n c e d  t h e m a n d  
I m a d e  t h e m k n o w n;  t h e n s u d d e nl y  
I a ct e d,  a n d  t h e y c a m e  t o p ass.  
... f or m y  o w n  s a k e, I d o  t his."

— G o d  

Is ai a h 4 8: 3,  1 1
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w h o  w e  ar e:  T h e  u nit y  a n d  s u pr e m a c y of  G o d;  
f ait h i n t h e M essi a h,  J es us;  t h e Bi bl e  as  t h e w or d  
of  G o d;  t h e r et ur n of  J es us C hrist  a n d t h e 
est a blis h m e nt  of  G o d's  Ki n g d o m  o n  e art h;  a n d  
i m m ersi o n i nt o C hrist  as  a  si g n  of  t h e c o v e n a nt.  
W e  will  c o nti n u e t o f e at ur e arti cl es w hi c h  
s p e cifi c all y a d dr ess  t h es e i m p ort a nt iss u es.

W e  will  als o d e al  wit h  pr a cti c al  iss u es of  
C hristi a n  dis ci pl es hi p  a n d  s er vi c e. If w e  tr ul y 
b eli e v e  w h at  t h e Bi bl e  s a ys a b o ut  G o d,  it will  
b e ar  fr uit i n o ur  li v es. It will  t o u c h u p o n  m a n y  
of  t h e e v er y d a y  d e cisi o ns  w e  m a k e.

I n t his iss u e w e  c o nsi d er first " T h e H ol y  
S pirit "  wit h  arti cl es  b y  Billi e  K e n n e d y,  St e p h e n  
B ol h o us  a n d  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d.  W e  t h e n t ur n t o 
iss u es c o n c er ni n g mi nistr y  i n " T h e L o c al  
C h ur c h, "  wit h  arti cl es  b y  R a y  H all,  R uss  M a g a v q  
a n d Mi c h a el  H off m a n.  W e  f oll o w t his wit h  
s o m e et hi c al c o nsi d er ati o ns i n t h e s e cti o n  
" C hristi a nit y  a n d  C ult ur e ” ; M ar k  M attis o n  a n d  
H ollis  P artl o w e  off er  t h eir i nsi g hts h er e.  Fi n all y,  
w e  l o o k at t h e o ut w or ki n g  of  o ur  
'' Pr a cti c al Mi nistr y "  wit h  arti cl es b y  T o m  
S c h mitt  a n d Ri c h ar d  F ost er.

I h o p e t h at aft er i nt er a cti n g wit h  t h es e 
e x c ell e nt  writ ers  y o u  will  h a v e  m u c h  t o r efl e ct 
o n  a n d  a p pl y  i n y o ur  C hristi a n  f ait h.

Pl e as e  f e el fr e e t o writ e  t o m e  a n d l et m e  
k n o w w h at  y o u t hi n k. I w el c o m e  y o ur  
c o m m e nts,  criti q u es  a n d  c o m pli m e nts.  If y o u  
h a v e  a n  i d e a f or a n  arti cl e  t h at y o u  w o ul d  li k e 
t o writ e,  or  s e e writt e n,  pl e as e  j ot d o w n  y o ur  
i d e as a n d s e n d t h e m t o m e  at  1 3 0  W a y n e  St.,  
P o n c h at o ul a,  L A  7 0 4 5 4.

SI  W A S  VI SI TI N G  F O L K S  I N t h e 
h os pit al  t his m or ni n g  I m et  a n  8 0-  
y e ar- ol d  l a d y w h o  h a d  f all e n a n d  
br o k e n  h er  hi p. I i ntr o d u c e d 
m ys elf  as h er  a u nt's  p ast or.  S h e  

t o o k o n e  l o o k at  m e,  s mil e d,  a n d  s ai d,  " Y o u  l o o k 
t o o y o u n g  t o b e  a p ast or. "  H er  n urs e  a gr e e d.  I 
t o o k it as  a  c o m pli m e nt  —  y o u  s e e I t ur n 3 2  t his 
m o nt h,  I' v e b e e n  a  p ast or  f or 1 0  y e ars  a n d  I a m  
a f at h er of  fi v e c hil dr e n. B ut  s h e di d n't  k n o w  
a n y  of  t h at. S h e  j ust t o o k o n e  l o o k at  m e  a n d,  b y  
a p p e ar a n c es,  I w as  t o o y o u n g  t o b e  a  p ast or.  S o 
I h a d  t o pr o v e  m ys elf.  Aft er  o ur  bri ef  visit  a n d  
m y  pr a y er  s h e m a y  or  m a y  n ot  a c c e pt  m e  as  a  
tr u e p ast or.  Ti m e  will  t ell.

F m  g u essi n g  t h at s o m e f ol ks will  t a k e a  l o o k 
at  t h e pi ct ur e  of  t h e n e w  e dit or  of  T h e  R estit uti o n  
H er al d  a n d  s a y t o t h e ms el v es, " H e y, t his g u y's  
t o o y o u n g  t o b e  t h e e dit or of  a m a g a zi n e. z, 
A g ai n,  ti m e will  t ell.

As  I b e gi n  t his j o ur n e y wit h  y o u,  I m ust  a d mit  
I' m f e eli n g a  c o m bi n ati o n  of  e x cit e m e nt  a n d  a  
littl e f e ar. F or  m e,  t h es e ar e n e w  w at ers,  b ut  
f ort u n at el y t h e y ar e  n ot  u n c h art e d  w at ers.  T h er e  
h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  s killf ul pi o n e ers  w h o  h a v e  
g o n e  b ef or e  a n d  p oi nt e d  t h e w a y.  E v er  si n c e S.  
J. Li n ds a y  pr o d u c e d  t h e first iss u e —  o n  O ct o b er  
1 2, 1 9 1 1  —  t h e e dit or's  c h air  h as  b e e n  fill e d wit h  
m a n y  c a p a bl e  Bi bl e  st u d e nts: F.  L.  A usti n,  G.  E.  
M ars h,  Si d n e y  M a g a w,  J a m es W at ki ns,  H ar ol d  
D o a n,  T err y  F err ell,  Cl y d e  R a n d all  J.  R.  L e Cr o n e,  
D a vi d  Kr o g h,  R uss ell  M a g a w,  H ollis  P artl o w e  
a n d m ost  r e c e ntl y K e nt  R oss.  Tli es e  ar e m e n  
w ort h y  of  r es p e ct —  s o m e of  t h e m h a v e  b e e n  
m e nt ors  t o m e.  I w a nt  v er y  m u c h  t o f oll o w t h eir 
e x a m pl es of  e x c ell e n c e i n pr o d u cti o n  a n d  
f ait hf ul n ess t o t h os e tr ut hs of  S cri pt ur e  w hi c h  
w e  h ol d  t o b e  of  gr e at  v al u e.

It is m y  i nt e nti o n t h at t his m a g a zi n e  m ai nt ai n  
its d e di c ati o n  a n d c o m mit m e nt t o t h os e 
f o u n d ati o n al d o ctri n es  w hi c h  f or m t h e c or e  of

-< 1 2 2.



T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d
St art  t h e R e vi v al4 b y  Billi e  K e n n e d y

I B eli e v e  i n H e ali n g  Mir a cl es 6

7

9

1 2

1 4
b y  Mi c h a el  H off m a n

1 7

1 8

2 0
b y  H ollis  P artl o w e

2 2

2 3
O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 5 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D3

--------------- D

b y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us

E DI T O R

J E F F  F L E T C H E R

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B LI S HI N G

D A NI E L  S M E A D

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R

J A S O N  C A T LI N

T Y P E S E H E R

A M Y  B E R R Y

A D D R E S S  M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d . A T T N.  MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R,  

P  0  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

H o w  Y o u  C a n  H el p  Y o ur  P ast or  
b y  R uss  M a g a w

T h e  V al u e  of  F or gi n g  
a  L o n g- T er m  P ast or/ C h ur c h  R el ati o ns hi p  

b y  R a y  H all

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  8 5,  N U M B E R  1:  O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 5

H o w  t o B e gi n  a  M e n's  Mi nistr y  
i n Y o ur  L o c al  C h ur c h

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

T h e  R E S T m ni o N  H e r a l d  I S O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  B Y  

T H E C H U R C H O F G O D G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E,  A N O N-  

P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T 5 8 2 3  

T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P. O.  B O X  1 0 0. 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  

3 0 2 6 0  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R

T h e  R E Si m m o N  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S.

Dr.  J e k yll a n d  Mr.  H y d e
or  T h e  B eli e v er's  T w o  N at ur es

W h at  W er e  N e w  T est a m e nt  " T o n g u es " ?  
b y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

N o b o d y's  Fri e n d  
A n o n y m o us

Is A n yt hi n g  Wr o n g  wit h  Tri c k  or  Tr e at ?  

b y  M ar k  M attis o n

T h e  Dis ci pli n e  of  S er vi c e  
b y  Ri c h ar d  F ost er

T h e  C all  t o Pr a cti c al  C hristi a nit y  
b y  T o m  S c h mitt

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:
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・  T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  (I C O R.  8: 6);

-T H E  H O L Y S PI RI T  I S G O D S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T 1 6. 1 6).  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  (I TI M  2  5).

・  T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M  

3  1 6).
・  T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  (J O B 4: 1 7,  P S A  1 4 6: 4);

・  T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  

LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3).
・  「 H E  I J 1 1- R A L R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 8);
・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  ( 1 

C O R  1 5- 5 3. 5 4);
-T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1: 8) ：

・  T H E  FI N A L  RI- S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L A S  T H E  KI N G 
D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);
・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M

8  1 7).  A N D  I S R A E L T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N 

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1- 3).

・  T H E  " R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  

P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N  ' ( A C T S 3: 2 1).
・ ! T A L S O  H R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  

I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  
T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 8),  A N D  A  C O N S E 

C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.
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R e vi v al  o u g ht  t o b e  t h e gr e at  cr y  t o G o d  o n  t h e 
p art  of  e v er y  b eli e v er  f or t his h o ur.  S o m e  ar g u e  t h at 
w e  ar e t o o n e ar  t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g of  C hrist  t o 
e x p e ct  r e vi v al. T h e  ti m e of  t h e a p ost as y  is u p o n  us,  
t h e y s a y. W e  c a n  o nl y  e x p e ct  t hi n gs t o g et  w ors e  
a n d  w ors e  w hil e  w e  f e e bl y h ol d  o n  a n d  e n d ur e  t o 
t h e e n d. S u c h  a vi e w  m ust  b e  b al a n c e d  b y  o ur  
L or d's  pr o mis e  t o p o ur  o ut  His  S pirit  u p o n  all  fl es h 
i n t h e l ast d a ys.  O n e  of  t h e si g ns of  t h e ti m es w e  
h a v e  miss e d  or  o v erl o o k e d  is f o u n d i n A cts  2: 3 8- 3 9.  
T h e  gift  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit  is gi v e n  t o all  C hristi a ns ^

T h e  fr uit of  r e vi v al is al w a ys  i n G o d's  will  a n d 1  

pl a n  d uri n g  t his a g e  of  gr a c e.  It is n e v er  t h e will  of  
G o d  f or His  C h ur c h  t o b e  a p at h eti c  a n d  p o w erl ess.

o n c e  
w as  lif e, c o ns ci o us n ess, vi g or  a n d str e n gt h, b ut  
t h es e el e m e nts  h a v e  di m m e d  or  di e d.  R e vi v al  is 
s p e cifi c all y t h e b usi n ess  of  t h e C hristi a n.  It h as  t o 
d o  wit h  bri n gi n g  b a c k  t o s pirit u al lif e, r e g ai ni n g 
s pirit u al  c o ns ci o us n ess  a n d  r e n e wi n g s pirit u al  vi g or  
a n d str e n gt h. It h as  t o d o  wit h  all o wiii g G o c Ts  
p o w er  t o o n c e  a g ai n  fill a n d  m o v e  t h e C h ur c h  a n d  
e a c h  i n di vi d u al C hristi a n.

W alt er  B al dt  gi v es  us  a n  a c c e pt a bl e  d efi niti o n  of  
r e vi v al w h e n  h e  s a ys, R e vi v al  is G o d  at w or k,  
r est ori n g His  C h ur c h  t o h e alt h/'

R e vi v al  a n d  e v a n g elis m,  alt h o u g h  cl os el y  li n k e d, 
ar e  n ot  t o b e  c o nf us e d.  E v a n g elis m  c a n  o nl y  c o m e  
aft er  r e vi v al. R e vi v al  is a n  e x p eri e n c e  i n t h e C h ur c h;  
e v a n g elis m  is a n  e x pr essi o n  of  t h e C h ur c h.

I u n d erst a n d  r e vi v al t o b e  t h at w hi c h  is a ut h or e d  
b y  G o d  i n His  gr a c e.  It m e a ns  t h at G o d  dr a ws  n e ar  
wit h  His  p o w er  a n d  h oli n ess  u ntil  si n s e e ms e x 
c e e di n gl y  si nf ul  a n d  si mi ers  b e c o m e  br o k e n  b ef or e  
Hi m.  R e vi v al  is t h e gr a c e  w hi c h  c o m es  t o us  t hr o u g h 
J es us, t h e cr oss, t h e r es urr e cti o n, t h e H ol y  S pirit  
a n d  t h e h o p e  of  t h e c o mi n g  ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

It m e a ns  t h at w h ol e  ar e n as  of  p e o pl e  a n d  e v e n  
e ntir e n ati o ns  b e gi n  t o c o m e u n d er  t h e mi g ht y,  
m o vi n g  c o n vi cti o n of  G o d.  G o d  m o v es  i n His  
s u p er n at ur al i nt er v e nti o n a n d st o ps m a n  i n his  
d o w n w ar d  pl u n g e.

E VI V A L  I S A  W O R D  T H A T  I S 
oft e n  us e d  a n d  i n s o m e c as es  mis 
us e d. R e vi v al  m e a ns  m or e  t h a n 
si m pl y a s eri es of  m e eti n gs.  
W e bst er zs di cti o n ar y's  first d efi ni 
ti o n of  r e vi v al is "r est or ati o n t o 

lif e, c o ns ci o us n ess,  vi g or,  str e n gt h, et c. "
R e vi v al  c a n o nl y  t a k e pl a c e  w h er e  t h er e



2. R e b uil d  br o k e n

3. R est or e  C hristi a ns'  j o ys a g ai n.  T h er e

W a nt  a  r e vi v al ? Dr a w  a  cir cl e  o n  t h e

b y  Billi e  K e n n e d y
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f ell o ws hi p. Z/ Bl est  
b e  t h e ti e t h at bi n ds. "  W e  n e e d  t o 
s h ar e,  t o c ar e,  t o w al k  t o g et h er. C o n 
si d er t h e f ell o ws hi p of  t h e e arl y  
C h ur c h  ( A cts 2;  4).

ar e s o m a n y  d ef e at e d  C hristi a ns,  
cr a n k y C hristi a ns,  dis c o ur a g e d  
C hristi a ns.  T h e  j o y of  t h e L or d  is o ur  
str e n gt h ( N e h. 8: 1 0).

G o d  c o nti n u es a n d r e v e als t h es e 
c o n diti o ns t o S ol o m o n.  His  p e o pl e  
m ust  " h u m bl e t h e ms el v es, a n d  pr a y,  
a n d  s e e k m y  f a c e, a n d  t ur n fr o m t h eir 
wi c k e d  w a ys "  ( v. 1 4). T his  is p art  of  a  
s u c c essf ul  r e vi v al. N o  e as y  t as k —  b ut  
t h es e ar e  t h e n e c ess ar y  st e ps.

W h e n  w e  d o  t his, G o d  a d ds His  
p art.  y z I will  h e ar  fr o m h e a v e n,  a n d  will  
f or gi v e t h eir si ns, a n d  will  h e al  t h eir 
l a n d " ( v. 1 4).

H er e  is t h e k e y  t o r e vi v al i n G o d's  
p e o pl e.  D o  y o u  w a nt  r e vi v al ? Y o u  c a n  
h a v e  it b y  o b e yi n g  G o d's  w or d.  Itzs  n ot  
G o d's  f a ult r e vi v al is l a c ki n g, it's o urs.  
I s e e r e vi v al br e a ki n g  o ut  all o v er.  
W h y  n ot  i n m y  lif e, m y  c h ur c h, m y  
d e n o mi n ati o n ?  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  o b e di 
e nt  t o f oll o w G o d's  pl a n  f or bl essi n gs ?

Is ai a h f o u n d a n e w  a w ar e n ess of  
t h e c h ar a ct er  of  G o d  (Is a. 6: 1- 4).  Aft er  
U z zi a h  di e d,  Is ai a h s a w w h at  G o d  
w as  li k e. H e  is all- p o w erf ul —  o m 
ni p ot e nt;  H e  is all- k n o wi n g  —  o m ni 
s ci e nt; H e  is e v er y w h er e  —  o m ni pr es 
e nt;  H e  is et er n al.

Li k e  Is ai a h, w e  n e e d t o s e e o ur 
s el v es m e as ur e d  b y  G o d's  st a n d ar d.  
A p art  fr o m C hrist,  w e  ar e n ot hi n g.  
Is ai a h h a d  t o c o nf ess,  "I a m u n d o n e.  
I' m a  m a n  of  u n cl e a n  li ps”  (Is a. 6: 5).  A 
tr u e pi ct ur e  of  r e vi v al is f o u n d i n Is ai a h 
6: 7.  W h at  a  b e a utif ul  m ess a g e  of  f or
gi v e n ess.

F oll o wi n g  t his f or gi v e n ess/ cl e a ns-  
i n g, t h er e is a  n e w  z e al  t o g o  f or G o d.  
" W h o m  s h all  I s e n d ? ”  List e n  t o Is ai a h's 
c o n c er n:  " T h e n  s ai d  I, ' H er e a m  I, s e n d  
m e' 〃  (Is a. 6: 8).  R e vi v al  pr o d u c es  p e o pl e  
wit h  a  s er v a nt's  h e art.

W h er e v er  P a ul  w e nt,  h e  h a d  eit h er  a  
r e vi v al or  a  ri ot. I n A cts  1 6: 2 5- 3 4,  P a ul  
a n d Sil as  w er e  pl a c e d  i n pris o n  f or 
pr e a c hi n g  t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d.  T h e y  " pr a y e d,  a n d  s a n g  pr ais es  
u nt o  G o d "  ( v. 2 5).  I s e e t h es e m e n  of  
G o d  f o c usi n g o n  G o d's  p o w er  i nst e a d 
of  t h eir pr o bl e ms. O h,  t h e v al u e  of  
pr ais e.  T h e y  b eli e v e d  G o d  w o ul d  d e 
li v er t h e m a n d  H e  di d.

R e vi v al  is a  r et ur ni n g t o lif e. I n r el a
ti o ns hi p t o o ur  C h ur c h,  r e vi v al will:

1. R e ki n dl e  ol d  fir e. R e m e m b er  t h e d a y  
y o u  g a v e  y o ur  lif e t o t h e L or d,  t h e 
ti m es y o u  h a v e  g o n e  t h e s e c o n d  mil e,  
t h e ti m es w h e n  G o d  w o n d erf ull y  
a ns w er e d  y o ur  pr a y ers.

fl o or, g et  i nsi d e it a n d  pr a y!  D o n't  l et 
u p.  Pr a y  u ntil  G o d  gi v es  y o u  y o ur  
h e art's  d esir e.

Y o u  c a n  li v e o n  hi g h er  gr o u n d.  M a y  
G o d  gi v e  y o u  a  s o n g a g ai n.  

E v e n  t h e c h ur c h  of  L a o di c e a  i n R e v 
el ati o n  3  is off er e d  r e vi v al b y  o ur  L or d.  
J es us r e b u k es t h e m f or t h eir s pirit u al 
l u k e w ar m n ess a n d f or n ot  k n o wi n g  
t h at t h e y w er e  , zwr et c h e d,  a n d  mis er 
a bl e,  a n d  p o or,  a n d  bli n d,  a n d  n a k e d. "  
H e  t h e n off ers  t h e m r e vi v al. I n v ers e  1 8  
w e  r e a d, 〃I  c o u ns el  y o u  t o b u y  fr o m m e  
g ol d  r efill e d i n t h e fir e, s o y o u  c a n  
b e c o m e  ri c h; a n d  w hit e  cl ot h es  t o w e ar,  
s o  y o u  c a n  c o v er  y o ur  s h a m ef ul  n a k e d 
n ess;  a n d  s al v e t o p ut  o n  y o ur  e y es,  s o 
y o u  c a n  s e e. "

W h e n  tr u e r e vi v al c o m es, t h e r e
s ults will  b e  s e e n. It will  st art i n t h e 
h e arts  of  m di vi d u al  C hristi a ns,  e x p a n d  
i nt o t h e l o c al c h ur c h a n d e x pl o d e  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.

T h er e  h as  n e v er  b e e n  a  m or e  s eri o us  
h o ur  t h a n n o w.  Wit h  t h e m or al  sli d e  of  
s o ci et y,  f a mil y diffi c ulti es  s o ari n g,  a n d  
n ati o n  risiii g a g ai nst  n ati o n,  it is ti m e 
f or a g e n ui n e  r e vi v al t o br e a k  o ut  i n 
G o d's  C h ur c h.

T h er e  ar e  n o  m or e  p o w erf ul  w or ds  
of  a d vi c e  gi v e n  t h a n i n 2  C hr o ni cl es  7.  
H er e  ar e  f o u n d t h e st e ps t o r e vi v al.

S ol o m o n  h a d  fi nis h e d t h e t e m pl e. 
G o d  s p o k e t o h u n  i n t h e ni g ht  a n d  s et 
f ort h His  c o n diti o ns  f or p e a c e  a n d  f ul- 
fill ni e nt ( 2 C hr o n.  7: 1 4- 2 2).

T h es e  c o n diti o ns  w er e  gi v e n  t o t h e 
p e o pl e c all e d b y G o d's  n a m e. I n 
S ol o m o n's  ti m e t h e p e o pl e  of G o d  w er e  
t h e Isr a elit es. T o d a y  t h e C h ur c h  is t h e 
p e o pl e  of G o d.If  w e  ar e  t o eff e ct  c h a n g e  
i n t h e w orl d,  r e vi v al m ust  b e gi n  i n t h e 
H o us e  of  G o d  ( 1 P et er  4: 1 7).  W e,  t h e 
C h ur c h,  m ust  b e  t h e first t o f oll o w t h e 
c o n diti o ns  s et f ort h.
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pr a y  f or e a c h  ot h er  s o t h at y o u  m a y  b e  h e al e d ”  (J a m es 
5: 1 5, 1 6). " T h es e si g ns will  a c c o m p a n y t h os e w h o  
b eli e v e:  I n m y  n a m e ... t h e y will  pl a c e  t h eir h a n ds  o n  
si c k p e o pl e,  a n d t h e y will  g et  w ell ” (J es us is t h e 
s p e a k er;  H e  e x h orts  b eli e v ers  t o us e  t h e p o w er  of  His  
n a m e;  M ar k  1 6: 1 7,  1 8).

A  p ast or  fri e n d r e c e ntl y s h o w e d

H A V E N' T  A L W A Y S  B E LI E V E D  i n 
t h e m —  pr es e nt- d a y  mir a cl es  of  h e al 
i n g b y  G o d 怎  p o w er.  F v e  b e e n  li k e m ost  
ot h er  citi z e ns  ... y es,  I b eli e v e  str o n gl y  
a n d  fir ml y i n t h e e xist e n c e  of  G o d,  t h e 

Al mi g ht y  G o d  of  t h e Bi bl e.  Mir a cl es ? ?  I' v e al 
w a ys  k n o w n  G o d  c o ul d  d o  a n y  h e ali n g  mir a cl e  
H e  wis h e d  b ut  w as n't  s ur e if H e  w o ul d.  Pr o b 
a bl y  H e  o nl y  d o es  it i n s p e ci al c as es  i n t h e li v es 
of  ot h er  p e o pl e,  I t h o u g ht.

R e g ar di n g  all  mir a cl es  1  g e n er all y  h el d  t o t h e 
c ess ati o nist  vi e w p oi nt.  T h at  p ositi o n  s a ys,  si m 
pl y,  t h at t h e a g e  of  mir a cl es  e n d e d  wit h  t h e cl os e  
of  t h e bi bli c al  er a. It s e e m e d l o gi c al. Aft er  all,  
w h e n  h a d  1 e v er  e x p eri e n c e d  a  mir a cl e,  s e e n a  
mir a cl e,  or  e n c o u nt er e d  s o m e o n e I k n e w  w h o  
h a d  a  first h a n d mir a cl e  e x p eri e n c e ?  T h er ef or e,  
b e c a us e  mir a cl es  w er e  n ot  a  p art  of  m y  w orl d  
t h e y m ust  n ot  b e  r e al ( h o w's t h at f or s h all o w  
t hi n ki n g ?). I b e g a n  t o s e ar c h t h e Bi bl e  t o s u b 
st a nti at e  m y  vi e w p oi nt.  I w a nt e d  t o r e affir m m y  
p ositi o n  a g ai nst  t h os e v oi c es  w h o  s a y t h e a g e  of  
mir a cl es  is still pr es e nt:  t h e mir a c ul o us  gifts  of  
t h e S pirit  ar e  still  i n o p er ati o n;  G o d  h as n't  c e as e d  
w or ki n g,  w e  
w or ks.

W h at  I f o u n d i n t h e S cri pt ur e  w as  n ot  a  
m ess a g e  of  mir a cl es  h a vi n g  c e as e d,  b ut  ti m el ess 
o p e n- e n d e d  pr o mis es  of  G o d 's h e ali n g  a n d  
mir a cl e- w or ki n g  p o w er.  " Pr ais e  t h e L or d,  O  m y  
s o ul, a n d  f or g et n ot  all  his  b e n efits.  H e  f or gi v es 
all  m y  si ns  a n d  h e als  all  m y  dis e as es ”  ( Ps. 1 0 3: 2,  
3).  " T h e pr a y er  off er e d  i n f ait h will  m a k e  t h e 
si c k p ers o n  w ell;  t h e L or d  will  r ais e hi m  u p  ...

m e  t his s p e ci al  
h e ali n g  pr o mis e  i n t h e Bi bl e.  Is ai a h 5 3: 4,  5  s p e a ks of  
t h e s uff eri n g  of  C hrist  wit h  t h e w or ds  "s ur el y  h e  t o o k 
u p  o ur  i nfir miti es a n d  c arri e d  o ur  s orr o ws . .. b y  his  
w o u n ds  w e  ar e h e al e d "  (z/wit h  his  stri p es w e  ar e  
h e al e d, "  KJ V).  T his  st at e m e nt h as  g e n er all y  b e e n  
u n d erst o o d  t o r ef er t o t h e s pirit u al h e al  m g  of  f or gi v e】  
n ess  a n d s al v ati o n t h at is off er e d  us  i n C hrist.  B ui  

M att h e w,  writi n g  u n d er  t h e i ns pir ati o n of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit,  r ef ers t o Is ai a h 5 3  w h e n  t elliii g a b o ut  J es us  
h e ali n g  P et er's  m ot h er-i n-l a w  a n d  ot h ers  i n t h e c o m 
m u nit y:  " H e  h e al e d  all  w h o  w er e  ill i n or d er  tli at w h at  
w as  s p o k e n t hr o u g h Is ai ali t h e pr o p h et  mi g ht  b e  
f ulfill e d, s a yi n g,  zH e  hi ms elf  t o o k o ur  i nfi miiti es, a n d  
c arri e d  a w a y  o ur  dis e as es' "  ( M att. 8: 1 6, 1 7).  I n si m pl e  
t er ms, o n e  of  t h e gr e at  bl essi n gs  t h at c o m es  fr o m J es us 
t o b eli e v ers  is h e ali n g  mir a cl es.  It s e e ms t o m e  a  tr a gi c 
s h a m e  t o f or e g o a  bl essi n g  t h at t h e L or d  w a nts  t o gi v e  
us!

Y E S!  I b eli e v e  i n h e al ui g  mir a cl es!  N ot  b e c a us e  I' v e 
e x p eri e n c e d  o n e  or  s e e n all  t h at m a n y  (t h o u g h i n t h e 
l ast y e ar  w e' v e  h a d  s o m e  dr a m ati c  h e ali n g  a ns w ers  t o 
pr a y er  i n o ur  c h ur c h). I b eli e v e  i n h e ali n g  mir a cl es  
b e c a us e  t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d  of  cr e ati o n  off ers  t h e m i n 
His  W or d.  G o d  is n ot  d e a d,  n or  is H e  wit h dr a w n  fr o m 
us.  G o d  is ali v e  a n d  a cti v e  i n t h e mir a cl e  b usi n ess.  If 
H e  is n't t h e G o d  of  h e ali n g  mir a cl es  t o y o u,  m a y b e  it's 
b e c a us e  y o u  d o n't  e x p e ct  Hi m  t o b e.  
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b y  
A nt h o n y  
B uzz ar d

pr o p h e c y.  T his  is a m ost  i m p ort a nt p oi nt  a n d  
s h o ws t h at t o n g u es i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  w er e  
ms pir e d  pr o p h eti c  utt er a n c es.

T h e  f oll oi vi n g arti cl e  r e pr es e nts  o n e  p oi nt  of  vi e w  
o n  t h e iss u e of  "t o n g u es . 〃 St u d e nts  of  t his s u bj e ct 
m a y  li k e t o s h ar p e n t h eir t hi n ki n g b y  i nt er a cti n g 
wit Ji  t h e t h o u g hts h er e  pr es e nt e d.

as  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  d es cri b es  
w er e  r e v el ati o n al; tli e y w er e  f or ei g n 

l a n g u a g es, n ot  n or m all y  ki'i o w n  t o t h e s p e a k er;  t h e y 
w er e  f or t h e b e n efit  of  t h e w h ol e  c h ur c h;  t h e y w er e  
a  si g n t h at G o d  w as  d e al m g  wit h  t h e w orl d  i n a  n e w  
w a y  a n d  t h at H e  w as  j u d gi n g e n e mi es.

T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  p h e n o m e n o n  of  "t o n g u es ”  
h as  p er pl e x e d  r e a d ers of  t h e Bi bl e  f or m a n y  c e nt u 
ri es. W h at  e x a ctl y w as  t his a bilit y t o "s p e a k i n a  
t o n g u e” ?  W h at  p ur p os e  di d  it s er v e i n t h e lif e of  t h e 
C h ur di ?

F o ur  t hi n gs m a y  b e  ass ert e d  a b o ut  t h e c a p a cit y  t o 
"s p e a k  i n t o n g u es”  
it. " T o n g u es ”

2.  T o n g u es  w er e  f or ei g n l a n g u a g es. T h e  w or d  
gl oss a  i n Gr e e k  m e a ns  a l a n g u a g e. W h e n  L u k e  
i ntr o d u c es us  t o t h e a m a zi n g p h e n o m e n o n  of  
"t o n g u es " i n A cts  2 Z h e  m a k es  it q uit e  cl e ar  t h at 
t h e A p ostl es  w er e  s u p er n at ur all y  gift e d  t o s p e a k  
i n l a n g u a g es n ot  n or m all y  t h eir o w n,  b ut  gr a nt e d  
t o t h e m as a n u n d e ni a bl e  mir a cl e  t o s h o w t h e 
a cti vit y of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  T h e  A p ostl es  w er e  
z/ fill e d wit h  H ol y  S pirit  a n d  b e g a n  t o s p e a k wit h  
ot h er  l a n g u a g es” ( A cts 2: 4).  T h e  r es p o ns e pr o 
d u c e d  i n t h e a u di e n c e  w as  " H o w  d o  w e  h e ar  e a c h  
m a n  i n his  o w n  l a n g u a g e ?” ( A cts 2: 8).  I n A cts  
1 0: 4 6  G e ntil es  w er e  gr a nt e d  t h e s a m e  mir a c ul o us  
a bilit y w h e n  t h e y "s p o k e i n t o n g u es " a n d "t h e  
s pirit  c a m e  o n  t h e m [t h e G e ntil es]  j ust as  it di d  o n  
us  [t h e A p ostl es] ,/ ( A cts 1 1: 1 5). L u k e  h as  c er 
t ai nl y c o nf us e d  us  if h e  m e a nt  us  t o u n d erst a n d  
a n  e ntir el y  diff er e nt  p h e n o m e n o n.  H e  h as  us e d  
e x a ctl y t h e s a m e e x pr essi o n. S o  als o i n 1  
C or m  t hi a ns 1 2 a n d  1 4  t h e p h e n o m e n o n  d es cri b e d  
is "s p e a ki n g  i n a  l a n g u a g e " (i. e.z s u p er n at ur all y).  
It r e q uir es a n  i nt er pr et ati o n, t h e or di n ar y  w or d  
f or tr a nsl ati o n. P a ul  s p e a ks  of  " ot h er  l a n g u a g es " 
i n 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 4: 2 1 j ust as L u k e  d es cri b es  
" ot h er l a n g u a g es "' i n A cts  2: 4. P a ul  dr a ws  a  
p ar all el  b et w e e n  t h e e x p eri e n c e  of  t h e C ori nt hi a n  
t o n g u es-s p e a k ers a n d t h e f or ei g n Ass yri a n

( Pl e as e t ur n p a g e)

1. T o n g u es  w er e  r e v el ati o n al. W h e n  s o m e o n e 
s p o k e i n t o n g u es t h e y w er e,  t o us e  P a ul's  w or ds,  
" utt eri n g m yst eri es/'  N o w  a m yst er y  is a di vi n e  
r e v el ati o n of  f a cts hit h ert o  hi d d e n  b ut  n o w  m a ni 
f est e d. A  t o n g u es-s p e a k er w as  t h er ef or e dir e ctl y  
c o m m u ni c ati n g  di vi n e  s e cr ets t o t h e c o n gr e g ati o n.  
T o n g u es  w er e  t h er ef or e o n  a p ar  wit h  ms pir e d  
pr o p h e c y,  i n w hi c h  G o d  s p o k e s u p er n at ur all y  
t hr o u g h a  h u m a n  m o ut h.  P a ul's  e q u ati o n  of  t o n g u es 
a n d  pr o p h e c y  as  p oss essi n g  t h e s a m e r e v el ati o n al 
v al u es  is q uit e  cl e ar:  " H e  w h o  pr o p h esi es  is gr e at er  
t h a n t h e o n e  w h o  s p e a ks i n t o n g u es, u nl ess  h e  i nt er- 
pr ets "  ( 1 C or.  1 4: 5).  I n ot h er  w or ds,  if a t o n g u es- 
s p e a k er i nt er pr ets his  utt er aii c e,  it h as  t h e v al u e  of
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W h e n  t h e crit eri a  a b o v e  ar e  a p pli e d  t o 

t h e m o d er n  t o n g u es e x p eri e n c e,  it will  n ot

T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  T o n g u es  C o m p ar e d  
wit h  t h e M o d er n  P h e n o m e n o n

t h e Bi bl e  as  a  w h ol e.  T h e  Bi bl e  is a  s uffi ci e nt 
a n d  eff e cti v e  g ui d e  i n all  m att ers  of  s al v a
ti o n.  〔

b e  h ar d  t o s e e t h at t h er e ar e v ast  diff er 

e n c es.  F or  t h e m ost
r e m ai ns

l a n g u a g e s p o k e n t o t h e Isr a elit es ( 1 C or.  

1 4: 2 1;  c p. Is a. 2 8: 1  Iff.).

ar e  a si g n n ot  t o 
t h os e w h o  b eli e v e  b ut  t o t h os e w h o  d o  n ot  
b eli e v e ( 1 C or.  1 4: 2 1,  2 2).  D es pit e  t h e e x 
tr a or di n ar y mir a cl e  of  t o n g u es, m a n y  w er e  
n ot  m o v e d  t o r e p e nt a n c e.

p art,  m o d er n  t o n g u es
s p e a ki n g r e m ai ns i n t h e cl os et,  
u ntr a nsl at e d,  c o ntr ar y t o P a ul's  s p e cifi c  

i nstr u cti o n t o t h e t o n g u es-s p e a k er t h at h e  
is t o e x p e ct  t o i nt er pr et a n d  c o m m u ni c at e  his  
di v hi cl y  gi v e n  m yst eri es  t o t h e c h ur c h  b o d y  ( 1 

C or.  1 4: 1 3).  N e w  T est a m e nt  t o n g u es w er e  
n e v er  t o b e  us e d  i n c h ur c h,  h o w e v er,  i n t h e 

a bs e n c e  of  a n  i ns pir e d i nt er pr et er. J ust as  
pr o p h ets  w er e  t o b e  li mit e d t o t hr e e s p e a k 
ers  at  a  gi v e n  m e eti n g,  s o  t o n g u es-s p e a k ers 
w er e  n ot  t o e x c e e d t hr e e a n d a n  i ns pir e d 
tr a nsl ati o n w as  t o b e  gi v e n  ( 1 C or.  1 4: 2 7).  

T h e  o b vi o us  r e as o n is t h at t h e l a n g u a g e of  
t h e t o n g u es-s p e a k er w as  u nf a mili ar  t o t h e 

c o n gr e g ati o n w h o  c o ul d n ot  b e  e difi e d  
u nl ess  t h e r e v el ati o n w as  tr a nsl at e d i nt o 

t h eir o w n  l a n g u a g e. T h er e  is n o  e difi c ati o n  
f or a n y o n e,  a c c or di n g  t o P a ul,  i n u ni nt elli 
gi bl e  s yll a bl es,  h o w e v er  "s p e ci al "  t h e y m a y  
a p p e ar  t o s p e a k er or  a u di e n c e.  T h e  m o d 
er n  pr a cti c e  of  utt eri n g  s o u n ds  u n d erst o o d  
n eit h er  b y  t h e s p e a k er  n or  t h e a u di e n c e  h as  
n o  pl a c e  i n a  N e w  T est a m e nt  c h ur c h.  F ur 
t h er m or e a  "t o n g u e "  s h o ul d gi v e  e vi d e n c e  
of  h a vi n g  t h e "s h a p e " of  l a n g u a g e, n ot  
gi b b eris h.

T h e  m o d er n  i d e a t h at e v er y  C hristi a n  is 
s u p p os e d t o b e  a bl e  t o e x er cis e  t h e gift  of  

t o n g u es c o ntr a di cts  t h e e x pr ess  t e a c hi n g of  
P a ul  t h at e a c h  p ers o n  is diff er e ntl y  gift e d.  
/ zT h er e  ar e  v ari eti es  of  mi nistri es  . . . T o  
e a c h  o n e  is gi v e n  t h e m a nif est ati o n  of  t h e 
s pirit  f or t h e c o m m o n  g o o d  ... T o  o n e  t h e 
w or d  of  wis d o m  . . . T o  a n ot h er  v ari o us  
ki n ds  of  t o n g u es. ・ ・ All  d o  n ot  s p e a k  wit h  
t o n g u es, d o  t h e y ?”  ( 1 C or.  1 2: 6 Z  7, 8, 1 0, 3 0).

T o  i nsist t h at e v er y o n e  c a n  h a v e  all  t h e 

gifts  is t o p ut  o n es elf  i n c o nfli ct  wit h  a p os 
t oli c pr a cti c e.  T o  e a c h  is gi v e n  a gift  o n  a  
pri n ci pl e  of  diff er e nti ati o n.  If t h e t o n g u es- 
s p e a k er fi n ds hi ms elf  i n a  sit u ati o n w h er e  
t h er e is n o  o n e  pr es e nt  wit h  t h e gift  of  
i nt er pr et ati o n, t h e f or m er is t o k e e p  sil e nt  
( 1 C or.  1 4: 2 8).  T his  m ust  pr o v e  b e y o n d  
d o u bt  t h at a  t o n g u es-s p e a k er d o es  n ot  a u 

t o m ati c all y h a v e  t h e a bilit y  t o tr a nsl at e his  
t o n g u e. Att e m pts  t o r etr a nsl at e t his v ers e  
(f or e x a m pl e  b y  J. P Wi er will e  i n R e c ei vi n g

3.  T o n g u es  w er e  f or t h e b e n efit  of  t h e 
w h ol e  b o d y  of  t h e c h ur c h. T his  is o nl y  
n at ur al,  si n c e t o n g u es ar e  o n e  of  t h e m a n y  
gifts  w hi c h  G o d  g a v e  N e w  T est a m e nt  b e 

li e v ers t o b uil d  u p  all t h e b eli e v ers.  Q uit e  

s p e cifi c all y, P a ul  i nstr u cts a  p ers o n  gift e d  
wit h  t o n g u es t o " pr a y t h at h e  m a y  i nt er
pr et ^  ( 1 C or.  1 4: 1 3).  T his  w as  s o t h at h e  
c o ul d  " e x c el  i n e dif yi n g  t h e c h ur c h "  ( 1 C or.  
1 4: 1 2).  Gift e d n ess  w as  o b vi o usl y  n o  pri 
v at e  aff air  b ut  o n e  of  p u bli c  us ef ul n ess  t o 
t h e b o d y  of  C hrist.  T his  is h ar dl y  s ur pris 

i n g si n c e t h e n at ur e  of  t h e m ess a g e  r e
v e al e d  i n t o n g u es w as  a  dir e ct  di vi n e  c o m-  
m u ni c a h o n  a n d  w as  of  t h e hi g h est  v al u e  t o 

t h e w h ol e  b o d y.

4.  T o n g u es  w er e  a si g n t h at G o d  w as  
a d o pti n g  a  n e w  w a y  of  d e ali n g  wit h  m a n 
ki n d.  A g ai n,  t o n g u es w er e  a  pr o p h eti c  si g n.  
It is si g nifi c a nt t h at w h e n  P et er  e x pl ai ns  t h e 
p h e n o m e n o n  of  t o n g u es i n A cts  2  h e  r ef ers 
t o J o el's pr o p h e c y  w hi c h  h a d  s ai d t h at 
" y o ur s o ns a n d y o ur  d a u g ht ers / z w o ul d  
“ pr o p h es y ” ( A cts 2: 1 7).  S p e a ki n g  i n a f or
ei g n  l a n g u a g e s u p er n at ur all y w as  a f or m 

of  pr o p h es yi n g.  T h e  n e w  dir e cti o n  w hi c h  
G o d  w as  t a ki n g w as  of  c o urs e  His  i nt e n
ti o n t o p o ur  o ut  His  s pirit  o n  " all fl es h, " n ot  
j ust o n  Isr a el. G o d  als o us e d  t h e Gr e e k  
l a n g u a g e t o i ns pir e t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.  At  
t h e s a m e ti m e t o n g u es c o ul d b e  a si g n of  
j u d g m e nt. P a ul  s a ys t h at e x a ctl y: "I n t h e 
l a w it is writt e n,  zWit h  m e n  of  ot h er  t o n g u es 
a n d  li ps I will  s p e a k  t o t his p e o pl e/  a n d  y et  
f or all  t h at t h e y will  n ot  h e ar  m e z s a ys t h e 
L or d.  T h er ef or e  t o n g u es

t h e H ol y  S pirit T o d a y,  p.  2 3 5) w o ul d  n ot  
h a v e  t h e a p pr o v al  of  t h os e a bl e  t o r e a d t h e 

ori gi n al  or  e x a mi n e  a n y  tr a nsl ati o n or  c o m 

m e nt ar y.
Si n c e  t h e c o m pl eti o n  of  t h e c a n o n  ( wit h 

t h e b o o k  of  R e v el ati o n)  it m a y  b e  t h at G o d  

d o es  n ot  n e e d  t o gi v e  f urt h er dir e ct  r e v el a
ti o n. T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  is G o d's  i ns pir e d 

r e v el ati o n a n d n e e ds  n o  s u p pl e m e nti n g  
wit h  ot h er  i ns pir e d r e v el ati o n, s u c h as  

t o n g u es or  pr o p h e c y.  If i n f a ct G o d  w er e  
still utt eri n g  di vi n el y  r e v e al e d " m yst eri es ”  

t h e y w o ul d  b e  of  criti c al i m p ort a n c e ( o n a  
p ar  wit h  t h e Bi bl e)  t o all  C hristi a ns.  M o d 
er n " pr o p h e ci es, " h o w e v er,  d o  n ot  h a v e  

s u c h i m p ort a n c e. W e  m ust  disti n g uis h  b e 
t w e e n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  mir a cl e  of  
t o n g u es a n d  i ns pir e d pr o p h e c y  a n d  m o d 

er n  att e m pts  t o c o p y t h es e. T h e  l att er f all 
f ar s h ort of  t h e st a n d ar d  of  i nf alli bl e utt er-|  

a n c e d e m a n d e d  of  a tr u e pr o p h et  or  
t o n g u es-s p e a k er. It m a y  b e  t h at t h e m o d 
er n  h u n g er  f or " e x p eri e n c e " is d u e  t o t h e 
u ns atisf yi n g  di et  m a n y  c h ur c h es r e c ei v e 
fr o m t h e Bi bl e  i nstr u cti o n t h e y ar e  e x p os e d  

t o.
G o d  still s p e a ks t o all w h o  s e ar c h f or 

Hi m.  T h e  i ns pir e d S cri pt ur es  c o nt ai n all  
t hi n gs n e c ess ar y  f or s al v ati o n, pr o vi di n g  
t h e wis d o m  w hi c h  l e a ds t o i m m ort alit y i n 

t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ( 2 Ti m  3: 1 5).  T h e  
pr essi n g  t as k of  t h e C h ur c h  is t o u n d er 
st a n d a n d i m pl e m e nt t h e r e v el ati o n al 
r e a d y f ull y gr a nt e d  t o it t hr o u g h t h e pr o p h 
ets a n d t h e A p ostl es  a n d r e c or d e d i n t h e 
Bi bl e.  S e e ki n g  e xtr a- bi bli c al  r e v el ati o n m a y  
s o m eti m es b e  a w ell- m e a ni n g  e x c us e f or 
n ot  c o n c e ntr ati n g  o n  t h e s cri pt ur al r e v el a

ti o n alr e a d y  gr a nt e d  fr o m G e n esis  t o R e v 
el ati o n.  It is of  m aj or  si g nifi c a n c e t h at t h e 
l ast b o o k  of  t h e C hristi a n  Bi bl e  c o nt ai ns  a  

s ol e m n  w ar ni n g:  " D o  n ot  a d d  t o t h e t hi n gs 
writt e n  i n t his b o o k "  (s e e R e v.  2 2: 1 8).  W h at  
a p pli es  t o R e v el ati o n  m a y  b e  e xt e n d e d t o
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T h e  V al u e  of  F or gi n g
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b y  R a y  H all
9

t o t h os e st atisti cs, 
t h at o n  a v er a g e t h e C h ur c h  of

f ast er t h a n o ur  c h ur c h es, cr e ati n g s o m e 
pr o bl e ms  i n assi mil ati n g n e w  p e o pl e  —  
b ut  s o m e of  t h e c h a n g es  o ur  c o m m u niti es  
ar e e x p eri e n ci n g ar e n ot  d esir a bl e  t o as 
si mil at e i nt o t h e f ell o ws hi p of  t h e c h ur c h.

S o  t h e o n e  v al u e  of  f or gi n g a  l o n g-t er m 
p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el ati o ns hi p is t h at w e  b e 
gi n  t o a p pr e ci at e  t h e w ort h  of  t h e c h ur c h  
b as e d  o n  o ur  bi bli c al  u n d erst a n di n g  a n d  
t e a c hi n g r at h er t h a n b as e d  o n  a n  i nfl u x of  
p e o pl e  w h o  c h ur c h- h o p  e v er y  f o ur y e ars  
a n d  bri n g  wit h  t h e m a v ari ati o n  of  f ait h 
a n d  b eli efs.  D o bs o n  f urt h er el a b or at e d  o n  
his  st atisti cs: "I n 1 9 5 0  o nl y  4 %  of  c h ur c h  
m e m b ers  i n t h e a v er a g e  c h ur c h  h a d  gr o w n  
u p  i n a n ot h er  d e n o mi n ati o n.  B y  1 9 9 3,  t h e 
fi g ur e h a d  ris e n t o 4 0 %.  T h er e  is n o w  a  
gr e at er  di v ersit y of  b eli efs  wit hi n  m ost  
c o n gr e g ati o ns  t h a n t h er e o n c e  w as  b et w e e n  

d e n o mi n ati o ns/ 7
S o m e  r e pr es e nt ati v es of  

t h e C h ur c h  E c u m e ni c al  
m o v e m e nt  w o ul d  t hi n k t h at 
g o o d.  I p ers o n all y  d o  n ot  
b eli e v e  t h e dil uti n g  of  t h e 
tr ut h will  f urt h er t h e c a us e  
of  G o d's  ki n g d o m  (s e e 2  
T h ess.  2: 1 0- 1 2). C o ns e 
q u e ntl y,  w h at  w e  p er h a ps  
t h o u g ht o b vi o us  a b o ut  l o n g
t er m p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el a
ti o ns hi ps is t h e d e v el o p m e nt  
ofs piritii all y  a n d  d o ctri n all y  
str o n g er c h ur c h es,  n ot  p ar 
ti c ul arl y l ar g er c h ur c h es.  
T h e  l ar g er c h ur c h i n 1 9 9 5  
will  b e  c h ar a ct eri z e d b y  
c h a n g es  i ntr o d u c e d b y  t h e 
m aj orit y  of  its m e m b ers hi p

H Y  W O U L D  A N Y  C H U R C H  
t hi n k it d esir a bl e  t o r et ai n t h e 
s a m e ol d  p ast or  i n d efi nit el y 
a n y w a y ?  W h y  w o ul d  a n y  mi n 

ist er w a nt  a  l o n g p ast or at e  i n t h e s a m e  ol d  
c h ur c h,  all  his  lif e ? Dr.  J a m es D o bs o n  s ai d  
i n t h e J ul y z9 5  F o c us  o n  t h e F a mil y  B ull eti n:  
" S e ni or  p ast ors  (i n U. S. A.)  c urr e ntl y  c h a n g e  
c h ur c h es  o n  a n  a v er a g e  of  e v er y  f o ur y e ars.  
M ost  c h ur c h- g oi n g  f a mili es st a y  at  t h e s a m e  
c h ur c h  o nl y  a b o ut  f o ur y e ars. "

E vi d e ntl y  t h er e is n o  pri orit y  gi v e n  t o 
l o n g-t er m p ast or at es  i n t h e a v er a g e  A m eri 
c a n c h ur c h.  I s us p e ct t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
w o ul d  b e  t h e e x c e pti o n  
I a m  s ur e
G o d  p ast or  h as  a  littl e l o n g er t e n ur e, w hi c h  
pr es e nts  s o m e pr os  a n d  c o ns  of  its o w n.  It 
a p p e ars o ur  c o m m u niti es ar e c h a n gi n g
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T h e  T a s k ： W h at  W e  W a nt  t o A c c o m pli s h

I s P a st or al  C h ur c h- H o p pi n g  Bi bli c al ?

w e  all

of-

A r al f ati g u e

h a v e  l e ar n e d it i n

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 51 0

W h at  is t h e mi nist er  t o d o  i n t his G o d- a p p oi nt e d  

p ositi o n ?  " B e  e x a m pl es  t o it " ( 1 P et.  5: 3).  B e  i mit at ors
of  t h e c hi ef  s h e p h er d; m o d el  t h at l o v e, s a crifi c e, 
c o m mit m e nt  f or t h e s h e e p. D e m o nstr at e  b y  e x 
a m pl e  t h e p o w er  of  t h e G os p el,  a n d  t h e S pirit  t h at 

pr o v es  it a n d  f a cilit at es it.

ti o n of  t h e p e o pl e  t o t h e w or k,  a n d  d e di c ati o n  of  t h e 
p ast or  t o t h e p e o pl e  G o d  h as  e ntr ust e d  t o his  c ar e.

w h o  c o m e  fr o m a  b a c k gr o u n d  of  c h ur c h- h o p pi n g,  
i n w hi c h  t h e y h a v e  b e e n  a cti v el y i n v ol v e d i n as  
m a n y  as  1 5  diff er e nt  c o n gr e g ati o ns.

T his  I b eli e v e  is t h e w h ol e  m att er  of  t his arti cl e  
a n d  mi nistr y  —  t o b e  e x a m pl es  of  t h e f ait h. T h at  is t o 
s a y, if J es us C hrist  Hi ms elf  w er e  t o p ast or  y o ur  

c o n gr e g ati o n, w h at  t y p e of  c o m mit m e nt  a n d  
d e di c ati o n  w o ul d  y o u  s u p p os e  w o ul d  b e  d e m 

o nstr at e d ?  W o ul d  t h e c o n gr e g ati o n  b e  q ui c k  
t o l o o k f or a n ot h er  at  t h e first si g n  of  p ast o-  

or  str ess ? W h at  w o ul d  b e  a  
p ast or's  c o n c e pt  of  l o n g-t er m mi nistr y,  

if h e  w er e  i n d e e d d e m o nstr ati n g  t h e 

S pirit  of  G o d  as  w e
J es us ?
If t h e S pirit  of  J es us, t h e Z/ C hi e £|  

S h e p h er d "  ( 1 P et.  5: 4),  is l e a di n g t h e 
w a y  f or a  p ast or's  mi nistr y,  I s us p e ct h e  

will  d e m o nstr at e  t h at s a m e  ki n d  of  s a crifi ci al 
c o n c er n  a n d  l o v e t h at w e  s e e  i n J es us. I p ers o n all y  
b eli e v e  t h at it is h ar d,  if n ot  i m p ossi bl e, t o s h o w 
t h at s pirit  of  l o v e w h e n  m o vi n g  e v er y  f o ur y e ars  t o 
s a crifi c e  f or a n ot h er  c o n gr e g ati o n.  I s us p e ct  it w o ul d  
b e  diffi c ult  f or a  c h ur c h  t o m o d el  t h e S pirit  if t h e y 
w er e  n ot  d e m o nstr ati n g  p ati e n c e  t h e ms el v es wit h  
t h eir p ast or,  a n d t a ki n g p art  i n t h e s a crifi c e a n d  
mi nistr y  e nj o y e d  b y  t h e p ast or.

T h e  st at e m e nt t h at a  c h ur c h  n e e ds  t o m a k e  t h e 
l o v e of  G o d  k n o w n  t o t h e c o m m u nit y  will  h a v e  t o 
b e  d e m o nstr at e d  i n t h e fr a m e w or k of  a d e v ot e d  
p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el ati o ns hi p t hri vi n g i n t h e S pirit.  
T h e  c o m mit m e nt  of  a p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el ati o ns hi p 
is t h e pr o of  of  t h e S pirit  of  G o d  i n t h e m. T his  is t h e 
t esti m o n y t o o ur  c o m m u nit y  J es us pr o mis e d:  " B y  
t his s h all  all  m e n  k n o w  y o u  ar e  m y  dis ci pl es,  if y o u  
h a v e  l o v e o n e  t o a n ot h er ”  (J n. 1 3: 3 5).  I b eli e v e  it h as  
t o b e  s e e n i n o ur  b o n d  t o o ur  p ast or,  s h e p h er d,  
el d er,. mi nist er  if it is t o b e  s e e n  at  all.  C ert ai nl y  t h e 
n ei g h b or h o o d  mi g ht  n ot  e v er  g u ess  if y o u  w er e  n ot  
p erf e ctl y  i n t u n e wit h  y o ur  p ast or,  b ut  I s us p e ct  
t h e y alr e a d y  k n o w  if y o u  r es e nt hi m,  a n d  if t h e y.

I s u p p os e t h er e c o ul d  b e  a  s e ns e of  e as e  j ust i n 
k n o wi n g  t h at n ot hi n g  is p er m a n e nt.  W e  w o ul d  
h a v e  n o  p ar a di g ms,  e x a m pl es,  m o d els  or  p att er ns  
t o h el p  d et er mi n e  o ur  c o urs e,  a n d  w h e n  o n e  m ess e d  
u p  w e  c o ul d  f e el fr e e t o l et hi m  g o  wit h  n o  n e e d  t o 
w orr y  a b o ut  c o m mit m e nt  or  att a c h m e nt.  C ert ai nl y  

m ess  u p,  a n d  fr o m ti m e t o ti m e it w o ul d  b e  
r efr es hi n g t o st art o v er  s o m e w h er e  els e  ... a n d  t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o n  m a y  b e  t hi n ki n g it d esir a bl e  t o g et  a  
n e w  p ast or,  " o n e w h o m  w e' v e  n e v er  
f e n d e d s o w e  c a n  st art o v er,  fr es h!”

W e  w o ul d  b e  c o mf ort e d  i n p art  
if w e  dis c o v er e d  t h at l o n g-t er m 
p ast or at es  ar e  n ot bi bli c al,  a n d  
t h at a  li g ht, e as y  c o m mit m e nt  
is s u bst a nti al e n o u g h  t o f ulfill 
o n e's d e di c ati o n  t o t h e L or d,  b ut  
t h at is n ot  t h e c as e.  I b eli e v e  t h er e 
ar e p ar a di g ms  t h at ar e l e giti m at e, 
n e e df ul  m o d els  or  p att er ns  f or eff e c-  
ti v e c h ur c h  mi nistr y.  O n e  s u c h m o d el  
w as  J es us' o w n  mi nistr y  as " T h e C hi ef  
S h e p h er d. "

First  P et er  5: 1- 4  s a ys cl e arl y  t h at p ast ors  ar e  t o 
c ar e  f or "t h e  fl o c k t h at is z uit h y o n/'l  ( T his s u p p orts  
t h e i d e a t h at p ast ors  w er e  n ot  r u n ni n g ar o u n d  
tr yi n g t o fi n d fl o c ks t h e y c o ul d  eff e cti v el y  p ast or,  
b ut  t h e y p ast or e d  w h er e  t h e y w er e.)  T e n d  t h e fl o c k 
f or n o  ot h er  r e as o n t h a n b e c a us e  y o u  h a v e  a  r e al 
l o v e f or t h e m, "' v ol u nt aril y; n eit h er  f or b as e  g ai n,  
b ut  r e a dil y.z, 2  W h at  is s u g g est e d h er e  b y  v ers e  
t hr e e is t h at t h e mi nist er  s er v es  i n t h e s pirit  of  J es us 
as  a  s er v a nt  a n d  n ot  as  o n e  w h o  "l or ds  it o v er "  t h e 
c h ur c h  (s e e als o  J es us' o w n  w or ds  i n M ar k  1 0: 4 2-  
4 4).  E v er y  c h ur c h  m e m b er  s h o ul d  h o n or  t h e p ast or  
as a m a n  i n a p ositi o n  t h at G o d  h as  all ott e d or  
e ntr ust e d  t o hi m.  It is a n  offi c e  or  p ositi o n  t h at n o  
o n e  s er v es b e c a us e  h e  is w ort h y  or  d es er v es  it, b ut  
b e c a us e  G o d  h as  d et er mi n e d  it. C ar e  f or t h e p ast or  
as t h o u g h G o d  h as  gi v e n  hi m;  t h e n I b eli e v e  his  
p ositi o n  c a n n ot b e  e asil y t a k e n a w a y or  s urr e n 
d er e d,  b ut  d e m a n ds  t ot al c o m mit m e nt  a n d  d e di c a-
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Bi bl e  a n d  Tr a ct  S o ci et y,  1 9 4 2,  p.  7 8 2.
2  I bi d.
3  W. E.  Vi n e,  E x p osit or y  Di cti o n ar y  of  N e w  T est a m e nt  

W or ds,  R e v ell  C o.,  1 9 6 6,  “ Or d ai n, "  Tit us  1: 5.
4  Al b ert  B ar n es,  B ar n es , N ot es  o n  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  

Kr e g el  P u bli c ati o ns,  1 9 6 2,  p.  5 0 1.

t h e n u m b er  of  y e ars  it 
g o o d  p ast or at e ?

p ai d  f or t h e C h ur c h.
will  m a k e  a mi nist er  f ait hf ul a n d

T h e  A p ostl e  P a ul  c ert ai nl y  di d n't  br e a k  
a n y  l o n g e vit y r e c or ds as  h e  visit e d  citi es  
i n Asi a  a n d E ur o p e,  h el pi n g  t o b ett er  
est a blis h c h ur c h es. P a ul  w as  n ot  a  
m o d el  p ast or;  h e  w as  a n  A p ostl e  a n d  
e v a n g elist.  H e  di d  as k  t o b e  us e d  as  
a n  e x a m pl e  i n m a n y  i nst a n c es, b ut  
" al w a ys o n  t h e m o v e "  w as  n ot  
o n e  of  t h os e tr aits h e  e n c o ur-  
a g e d a n y t o mi mi c.  S o  w h at  
w o ul d  P a ul  r e c o m m e n d t o t h e 
c h ur c h as  
w o ul d  t a k e t o m a k e  a

P a ul  g a v e  i nstr u cti o ns t o Tit us  t o est a blis h  
c h ur c h es  o n  t h e Isl e of  Cr et e.  W h at  ki n d  of  m e n  w as  
Tit us  s u p p os e d t o fi n d ? A n d  w h at  w o ul d  b e  t h e 
c h ar a ct eristi cs of  t h eir mi nistr y ?  P a ul  wr ot e  Tit us  
a n d  s ai d,  " or d ai n  el d ers  [ p ast ors] i n e v er y  cit y  ... " 
( Tit. 1: 5).

T h e  pi ct ur e  t h at a ut o m ati c all y c o m es t o m y  
m  i n d is o n e  of  h o m e-t o w n  b o ys  gr o wi n g  u p  i n t h eir 
c o m m u niti es,  c arr yi n g  o n  t h eir f at h er's b usi n ess es,  
w h e n  al o n g  c o m es  Tit us  aii d  i nstr u cts t h e m t o b e  
p ast ors  of  t h e s m all gr o u ps  of  b eli e v ers  i n t h eir 
l o c al c o m m u niti es  wit hi n  t h e cit y.  Si n c e  e v er y  cit y  
w o ul d  t h e n h a v e  its o w n  or d ai n e d  mi nist ers  
p ast ori n g  t h eir l o c al c o n gr e g ati o ns,  I c a n n ot  i d e n
tif y a n y r e as o n w h y  a mi nist er  w o ul d  l e a v e his  
h o m e  t o w n t o g o  a n d s h e p h er d a n ot h er  p ast or's  
r es p o nsi bilit y. Tli at  c o n c e pt  w o ul d  u n d o  w h at  t h e 
w or d  " or d ai n " m e a ns:  " T o st a n d s o m et hiii g i n its 
pl a c e,  or  c a us e  t o st a n d ・ 〃 3 If w e  r e a d all  t h e c o m 
pil e d  mstr u cti o n  t o p ast ors  (s h e p h er ds, o v ers e ers,  
el d ers,  bis h o ps,  et c.  A cts  2 0: 1 7, 2 8- 2 9;  1  P et.  5: 1- 4;  1  
Ti m.  3: 7), w e  will  s e e t h at t h er e w er e  gr e at  d e 

m a n ds  a n d  r es p o nsi bilit y pl a c e d  u p o n  t h es e m e n;  
t h es e w er e  n ot  p ositi o ns  t o b e  t a k e n li g htl y, or  
w hi c h  c o ul d  b e  ass u m e d  o n e  m o m e nt  a n d  dr o p p e d  
t h e n e xt,  or  d es ert e d  w h e n  t h e g oi n g  g ot  r o u g h, or  
e x h a usti o n  s et i nz or  t e di o us p att er ns  s urf a c e d, or  
dis a p p oi nt m e nt,  dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  or  t h e m a n y  ot h er  
s y m pt o ms t h at I b eli e v e  e v e n  C hrist  e n c o u nt er e d  i n 
mi nistr y  (s e e als o  J a m es 5: 7- 1 1).

I c a n n ot  c o m pr e h e n d t h es e m e n  i n A cts  2 0: 1 7,  
2 8- 2 9  list e ni n g t o t his a d m o niti o n  fr o m t h e A p ostl e  
P a ul,  a n d  t h e n t ur ni n g ar o u n d  t hi n ki n g t h e y w er e  
at li b ert y t o l e a v e t h eir fl o c ks a n d fi n d ot h ers.  
I nst e a d t h e t e xt r efl e cts t h e a w es o m e n ess  of  t h eir 
r es p o nsi bilit y as  dr a m ati z e d  b y  t h e pri c e  t h at w as  

T h e  C hi ef  c o nsi d er ati o n  t h at 
s elf- d e n yi n g is, 

t h at t h e c h ur c h  h as  b e e n  b o u g ht  wit h  a  pri c e.  If 
t h e L or d  J es us s o l o v e d it —  if h e  g a v e  

hi ms elf  f or it —  t h e mi nist er  s h o ul d  b e  
willi n g  t o d e n y  hi ms elf;  t o w at c h,  
t oil, a n d  pr a y,  t h at t h e gr e at  o bj e ct  
of  J es us'  d e at h  —  t h e s al v ati o n  a n d  

s er vi c e of  t h e c h ur c h  —  m a y  b e  o b 
t ai n e d/ ^ T h e n  t o o m ust  t h e c o n gr e 

g ati o n  f oll o w tli e l e a d of  t h eir s h e p h er d 
i n t h e e x a m pl e  a n d  p att er n  of  J es us as  w e  

b e ar  t o g et h er t h e b ur d e n  a n d  r es p o nsi bil
it y gi v e n  us  b y  o ur  L or d.

kii o w  t h at... y o u  alr e a d y  h a v e  o n e  v er y  l ar g e stri k e  
a g ai nst  y o ur  e v er  m o d eli n g  C hrist  t o t h os e p e o pl e.  
Is t h e mi nistr y  of  s al v ati o n a n d  t h e ki n g d o m  s o m e 
t hi n g t o li v e f or a n d  s a crifi c e  f or, s o m et hi n g t o gi v e  
o ur  all  f or, or  h a v e  w e  b e e n  pl a yi n g  w or d  g a m es,  
a n d h y p o criti c all y  t e a c hi n g s o m et hi n g w e  n e v er  
i nt e n d e d t o m o d el ?

It is n o  w o n d er  t h at A m eri c aiis  ar e  l osi n g c o nfi 
d e n c e  i n t h e C h ur c h.  T h e  l o v e w e  ar e  pr of essi n g  as  
a  c h ur c h  is d e c e pti v e  if t h e c o m mit m e nt  f o u n d i n 
t h at l o v e c a n't  b uil d  a n y  gr e at er  r el ati o ns hi ps.

T h er e  is n ot  a n o pti o n  t o eit h er c h o os e or  
r ej e ct, s u p p ort  or  d e n y,  st a y  or  l e a v e, b ut  t h e l o n g
t er m p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el ati o ns hi p is o b e di e n c e  t o 
t h e t e n or of  S cri pt ur e.  T h e  l o v e of G o d  s e e n  t hr o u g h 
J es us His  S o n  c a n o nl y  b e  m o d el e d  t hr o u g h o ur  
d e di c ati o n  a n d  c o m mit m e nt  t o o n e  a n ot h er.  C o n 
c essi o ns will  n e e d t o b e  m a d e  b y  p ast ors  a n d  
c o n gr e g ati o ns  t o m a k e  it p ossi bl e  f or t h e S pirit  of  
G o d  i n C hrist  t o b e  s e e n i n t h e f ell o ws hi p. T h e  
w h ol e  C h ur c h  n e e ds  t o gi v e  pri orit y  t o l o n g-t er m 
p ast or/ c h ur c h  r el ati o ns hi ps s o t h at t h e S pirit  of  

G o d  m a y  b e  s e e n i n us.  
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C o nti n ui n g  E d u c a Fi o n
E a c h  C h ur c h  of  G o d  p ast or  is r e q uir e d t o a d d  

at  l e ast 1 0  h o urs  of  c o nti n ui n g  e d u c ati o n  a n n u all y

t o his  e x p eri e n c e. T h e  1 0  h o urs  c o m pris e a C o n 
ti n ui n g E d u c ati o n  U nit  ( C E LJ).

P ast ors  h a v e  a h ar d  ti m e

R es p e ct  弥  L e a d ers hi p
P ast ors  ar e o n e  of  t h e f o ur or  fi v e l e a d ers hi p 

gifts  w hi c h  C hrist  i m p art e d t o t h e c h ur c h. P a ul  
wr ot e  t o t h e E p h esi a ns  t h at a p ostl es, pr o p h ets,  
e v a n g elists,  p ast ors  a n d  t e a c h ers w er e  a p p oi nt e d  
b y  C hrist  "t o  pr e p ar e  all  G o d's  p e o pl e  f or t h e w or k  
of  C hristi a n  s er vi c e, i n or d er  t o b uil d  u p  t h e b  
of  C hrist ” ( E p h. 4: 1 2,  G N B).

F a mil y  S er vi c es

O c c asi o n all y  y o ur  p ast or  n e e ds  s p e ci al att e nti o n.
His  f a mil y lif e c a n

t a ki n g ti m e t o fi n d a  
s uit a bl e C E U  e x p eri e n c e,  p a yi n g  f or it, a n d  k n o w 
i n g h o w  t o m a k e  t h e m ost  us e  of  it. M a k e  s ur e t h at 
y o ur  c h ur c h  cl e ars  t h e w a y  f or y o ur  p ast or  t o at 
t e n d t h es e e d u c ati o n al  a n d  pr of essi o n al  s e mi n ars. 
S e e  t o it t h at his  c osts  ar e  c o v er e d  f or t h es e e v e nts.  
M a k e  it c o n v e ni e nt  f or hi m  t o g o.  Fi n d  c hil d-sit-  
ti n g s er vi c es s o h e  will  n ot  n e e d  t o w orr y  a b o ut  
his  f a mil y w hil e  a w a y. W h e n  h e  r et ur ns, list e n t o 
his  st ori es a b o ut t h e e x p eri e n c e.  T h a n k  hi m  f or 
s h ari n g w h at  h e  h as  l e ar n e d. (

g et  o ut  of  s orts. H e  m a y  fi n d 
hi ms elf  at  o d ds  wit h  s p o us e a n d/ or  c hil dr e n  as  
his  w or k  c o nfli cts  wit h  f a mil y lif e.

T a k e  t h e ti m e t o h e ar  his  c o n c er ns  f or m or e  ti m e 
wit h  his  f a mil y. B e  s ur e t o e n c o ur a g e  hi m  t o t a k e a  
d a y  off  w e e kl y  t o e nj o y  his  f a mil y. Ass ur e  hi m  t h at 
t h e c h ur c h  el d ers  c a n  h a n dl e  a n y  e m er g e n c y  w hil e  
h e  is g o n e.

S o m eti m es  y o ur  p ast or  n e e ds  pr of essi o n al  h el p  
w h e n  c h ur c h  cris es  a n d  f a mil y cris es  s e e m t o cr as h  
d o w n  o n  hi m  at  o n c e.  B e  s ur e t o r es p e ct his  n e e ds.  
All o w  hi m  t o m a k e  a p p oi nt m e nts  f or ps y c h ol o gi 
c al  a n d  s pirit u al h el p.

H E  P A S T O R  T O D A Y  I S T H E  M A N  O N  
t h e h ot  s e at. H e  is s u p p os e d t o b e  t h e m a n  
w h o  c a n  d o  e v er yt hi n g!

H e  is s u p p os e d t o b e  t h e visi o n ar y  f or t h e 
c h ur c h.  H e  h as  t o b e  a  str o n g l e a d er wit h  g o o d  
b usi n ess  a n d a d mi nistr ati v e  s kills. H e  h as  t o 
b e  e nt ert ai ni n g;  h e  h as  t o pr o d u c e  a v er y  
t h o u g ht- pr o v o ki n g s er m o n e v er y  w e e k  (t h at's 
a c h all e n g e  i n its elf), or  m a y b e  a  w h ol e  s eri es 
of  t h e m. H e's  oft e n  i n c h ar g e  of  t h e fi n a n ci al 
as p e cts  of  t h e c h ur c h.  H e's  us u all y  r es p o nsi bl e 
f or c o u ns eli n g  c h ur c h  m e m b ers  wit h  c o m pl e x  
p ers o n al  pr o bl e ms  t h at h e  m a y  n ot  b e  e q ui p p e d  
t o h a n dl e.  H e zs  g ot  t o visit  t h e si c k a n d  t h e f a mi
li es w h er e  s o m e o n e  h as  di e d.  H e  h as  t o pr e a c h  
t h e f u n er als; h e  h as  t o p erf or m  t h e w e d di n gs.

It's a n  i m p ossi bl e assi g n m e nt! It's b uilt  f or 
b ur n o ut,  it's b uilt  f or e x h a usti o n  a n d  itzs b uilt  
f or tr o u bl e (J a m es D o bs o n).

F o c us  o n  t h e F a mil y  c hi ef  J a m es D o bs o n  is s o 
c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  p ast ors  t h at t w o y e ars  a g o  h e  b e 
g a n  P ast or's  W e e kl y  Bri efi n g,  a  f a x n e wsl ett er  ai m e d  
at  e n c o ur a gi n g p ast ors.  D o bs o n  h as  t ur n e d t h e 
n e wsl ett er  o v er  t o H.  B.  L o n d o n,  Jr. a n d  his  st aff. 
I' v e s u bs cri b e d,  a n d  its p a g es  assist  m e  as  a  p ast or  
n e e di n g  a p pr e ci ati o n,  u n d erst a n di n g,  a n d  i nf or m a
ti o n h el pf ul  t o m y  w or k,  et c.

Li k e  D o bs o n,  as  P ast ors'  P ast or  I h a v e  a  b ur d e n  
f or t h e m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  c all e d  
t o t his offi c e.  I k e e p  i n c o nt a ct  vi a  t el e p h o n e a n d  
a n  o c c asi o n al  visit  wit h  C h ur c h  of  G o d  p ast ors  i n 
N ort h  A m eri c a,  att e m pti n g  t o k e e p  t h e m f o c us e d.

Y o u  als o  h a v e  a  b ur d e n  f or y o ur  p ast or  i n y o ur  
c h ur c h.  N o  d o u bt  y o u  pr a y  f or hi m,  off er  hi m  y o ur  
s er vi c es, a n d  assist  i n a n y  w a y  y o u  c a n.  I n t his ar 
ti cl e w e  will  dis c o v er  a d diti o n al  o p p ort u niti es  f or 
h el pi n g  y o ur  p ast or.
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Fi n al  T h o u g hts
Y o u  a n d  y o ur  p ast or  ar e  a  s p e ci al t e a m wit h

Si n c e  C h rist  is t h e 
h e a d  oi  t h e C h u r c h  
ol  G o d  a n d  耻  h as  
a p p oi nt e d t h es e 
l e a d e rs... y o u  h a v e  
a  r es p o nsi bilit y  t o 
r es p e ct  C h rist  a n d  
t h e l e a d e rs T) e  h as  
a p p oi nt e d.

s e cr et ar y. T h e n  m a k e  
is s e c ur e d.

C o m p e ns at e  I)i m as  a  Pr of essi o n al
P ast ors  r o uti n el y w e ar  m a n y  h ats.  T h e y  a c c o m 

plis h  a h u g e  b o d y  of  w or k  w e e kl y  i n p u bli c  r el a
ti o ns, m a n a g e m e nt,  c o m m u ni c ati o ns, s pirit u al  
s kills, p ers o n al  s kills, e d u c ati o n al  s kills, pr es e nt a 
ti o ns, visit ati o n,  a n d  c o u ns eli n g. I n ot h er  si mil ar 
ci vi c  a n d  pr of essi o n al  o c c u p ati o ns,  s e v er al  p ers o ns  
ar e  e m pl o y e d  t o p erf or m  t h e m a n y  s er vi c es a  p as 
t or d o es  al o n e.  His  fi n a n ci al c o m p e ns ati o n  s h o ul d  
b e  e q u al t o t h at of  ot h er  pr of essi o n als.

M a k e  s ur e t h at offi c e  a n d  pr of essi o n al  s u p pli es  
ar e  at  his  us e  wit h o ut  c ost  t o hi m.  H e  s h o ul d  h a v e

B y  H uss  TI T a g a w
( C h ur c h of  G o d  Mi nist eri al  Ass o ci ati o n  P ast ors'  P ast or)

fr e e a c c ess t o offi c e  m a c hi n es  w hi c h  will  ai d t h e 
w or k  of  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  t h e c alli n g  of  his  mi nistr y.

O n e  of  t h e b est  h el p ers  f or t h e p ast or  is a  s e cr e
t ar y. T his  p ositi o n  c o ul d  b e  eit h er  f or a  v ol u nt e er  
or  a p ai d  p art-ti m e  p ers o n.  E v er y  p ast or  n e e ds  a  
s e cr et ar y t o h el p  hi m  k e e p  a br e ast of  his  d ail y  
s c h e d ul e a n d a p p oi nt m e nts, t o a c c o m plis h  cl eri 
c al  offi c e  w or k,  a n d  t o h a n dl e  p h o n e  c alls,  t h us fr e e
i n g hi m  f or t h e t as k of  l e a d ers hi p. If t h er e is o n e  
t hi n g y o u  c a n  d o  t o b o ost  a p ast or's  m or al e,  dis 
c uss  wit h  hi m  t h e v al u e  of  a  
s ur e t h at s e cr et ari al h el p

Siii c e  C hrist  is t h e h e a d  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  
a n d  H e  h as  a p p oi nt e d  t h es e l e a d ers t o pr e p ar e  t h e 
m e m b ers hi p  f or mi nistr y,  t h e n y o u  h a v e  a  r es p o n
si bilit y t o r es p e ct C hrist  a n d t h e l e a d ers H e  h as  
a p p oi nt e d.

W or k  wit h  y o ur  p ast or  as h e  b e gi ns  t o c ast  a  
visi o n  f or t h e c h ur c h.  S h ar e  y o ur  i nsi g ht as  t o w h at  
h as  w or k e d  i n t h e p ast  a n d  h o w  t h e visi o n  of  t h e 
c h ur c h will  c h a n g e  p e o pl e  a n d  mi nistr y.  B e  will 
i n g t o d o  y o ur  p art  i n a c hi e vi n g  t h e visi o n.

T a k e  e xtr a  ti m e t o s h ar e t h e visi o n  wit h  ot h ers  
i n t h e c h ur c h.  R e m e m b er  t h at t h e visi o n  t o o k ti m e 
t o f or m ul at e, s o it will  t a k e ti m e t o m a k e  it h a p p e n  
i n t h e lif e of  t h e c h ur c h.

W h e n  y o ur  p ast or  b e c o m es  iii v ol v e d i n b o ar d  
m e eti n gs,  C hristi a n  e d u c ati o n  m e et 
i n gs, c o m m u nit y  f u n cti o ns, et c.,  u n 
d ers c or e  his  l e a d ers hi p. St a n d  b y  his  
w or k.  E x pr ess  t o hi m  a p pr e ci ati o n  
f or w h at  h e  d o es.

B e c o m e  a willi n g  f oll o w er of  t h e 
p ast or's  l e a d ers hi p. H e e d  his  pr e a c h 
i n g, f oll o w his  Bi bl e  r e a di n g pr o 
gr a m,  i n cr e as e y o ur  ti m e f or a d e 
v oti o n al  lif e wit h  G o d,  f o c us o n  
pr a y er  a f e w m or e  mi n ut es  i n y o ur  
d a y.

If his  i d e as d e m a n d  t o o m u c h  
ti m e fr o m c ert a m  p e o pl e,  b e  s ur e t o 
s u g g est t o hi m  a n  alt er n at e  pl a n.  I n
st e a d of  criti ci zi n g  hi m  b ef or e  ot h ers,  t a k e y o ur  o p 
p osi n g  vi e ws  t o hi m  first. O p e nl y  dis c uss  y o ur  
i d e as a n d  a gr e e  t o a bi d e  b y  t h e o ut c o m e.

a  
di vi n e  l e a d er. Y o ur  h ori z o nt al  r el a
ti o ns hi p first d e p e n ds  o n  a v erti c al  
r el ati o ns hi p y o u  b ot h  s h ar e wit h  
G o d.  Wit h o ut  t h at di vi n e  r el ati o n- 

o n  a p ers o n al  
l e v el. B ut  b e c a us e  of  t h e v erti c al  c o n 
t a ct, y o ur  r el ati o ns hi p is s pirit u al,  
h a vi n g  t h e p ot e nti al  t o l e a d y o u  b ot h  
i nt o t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  at  
C hrist's  r et ur n.

B e c a us e  of  t h at s h ar e d v erti c al  e x 
p eri e n c e,  J es us, t h e h e a d  of  t h e 
c h ur c h,  c o ul d  ri g htl y d e cl ar e  t o P e 
t er, "I will  b uil d  m y  c h ur c h,  a n d  n ot  
e v e n  d e at h  will  e v er  b e  a bl e  t o o v er 

c o m e  it 〃 ( M att. 1 6: 1 6,  G N B).
D e at h  m a y  o v er c o m e  y o u  a n d  y o ur  p ast or  s o m e 

d a y,  b ut  b e c a us e  of  t h e v erti c al  pr es e n c e  of  G o d  
t hr o u g h C hrist,  t h e c h ur c h  will  e xist t hr o u g h o ut 
t h e g e n er ati o ns  —  u ntil  t h e r et ur n of  C hrist.

E ns ur e  t h at b ot h  y o u  a n d  y o ur  p ast or  b uil d  o n  
t h e f o u n d ati o n of  t h e a p ostl es  a n d  pr o p h ets  wit h  
C hrist  as  t h e c or n erst o n e  of  t h e b uil di n g  ( E p h. 2: 2 0  
ff.). All o w  C hrist  t o i n h a bit t h e c h ur c h  l o n g aft er  
b ot h  of  y o u  h a v e  di e d.  W h at  y o u  h a v e  t h us d o n e  
t o d a y will  l ast f or et er nit y  —  t hr o u g h t h e li v es of  
t h e n e xt  g e n er ati o n  br o u g ht  t o C hrist  t hr o u g h t h e 
c h ur c h.

B y  h el pi n g  y o ur  p ast or,  y o u  will  i n t ur n h el p  
y o urs elf  a n d  t h e mi nistr y  of  t h e c h ur c h,  e xt e n di n g  
his  a n d  y o ur  w or k  f or e v er. 
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H o w  t o B e gi n  a  M e n s  Mi ni str y

W

O C T O B E R Z  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 5T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 1 4

I N Y O U R  L O C A L  C H U R C H

f or e a c h  of  t h e k e y  ar e as of  
p e o pl e/'

T h at  v er y  w ell  e x pr ess es  w h y  w e  all  n e e d  t o b e.  
i n a  s m all gr o u p  wit h  a  s pirit u al e m p h asis.  W e  all "  
n e e d t o r e g ul arl y gi v e  a ns w ers. T h e  p o w er  of  
a c c o u nt a bilit y  is diffi c ult  t o o v erst at e.  It h el ps  gi v e

t h e Mirr or.  W e  b e g a n  e a c h  s essi o n  b y  s h ari n g  s o m e
t hi n g w e  h a d  r e a d fr o m t h e Bi bl e  i n t h e p ast  w e e k  
a n d  w h at  it m e a nt  t o us.  It is a  w o n d erf ul  e x p eri 
e n c e  t o h e ar  a  gr o u p  of  s e v e n or  ei g ht  m e n  t al ki n g 
a b o ut t h eir r el ati o ns hi ps wit h  C hrist,  t h eir vi ct o 
ri es, d ef e ats  a n d gr o wt h.  Aft er  s h ari n g ti m e, w e  
w o ul d  dis c uss  t h e c h a pt er  f or t h e w e e k.  O n e  of  t h e 
i d e as t h at M orl e y  str ess es i n t h e b o o k  is a c c o u nt 
a bilit y  t o e a c h  ot h er.  I a p pr e ci at e  his  d efi niti o n.  H e  
s a ys a c c o u nt a bilit y is "t o b e  r e g ul arl y a ns w er a bl e  

o ur  li v es t o q u alifi e d

I T HI N T H E  C H U R C H  T H E Y  P R O VI D E  
t h e s pirit u al  str e n gt h, t h e d e e p est  c o m mit 
m e nt,  t h e r e al b a c k b o n e  of  t h e c h ur c h.  Of  

w h o m  d o  I s p e a k ? T h e  w o m e n  of  c o urs e.  T h at  is a  
gr oss  g e n er ali z ati o n  t h at h as  t o o oft e n  b e e n  tr u e. It 
is n ot  a  n e g ati v e  t h at m a n y  w o m e n  ar e  s pirit u all y  
str o n g. It is a  s eri o us c o n c er n  w h e n  m or e  m e n  ar e  
n ot.  M y  visi o n  h as  b e e n  t o s et a b o ut  c h a n gi n g  t h at 
i n t h e c h ur c h  I p ast or.  W h e n  as k e d t o writ e  a n  
arti cl e  o n  h o w  t o b e gi n  a  m e n's  mi nistr y,  m y  i niti al 
r e a cti o n w as  t h at I k n o w  v er y  littl e a b o ut  t h at, b ut  
I c a n  s h ar e  w h at  h as  o c c urr e d  i n m y  l o c al sit u ati o n. 

L et  m e  first s h ar e t h at t h er e is a  w e alt h  of  g o o d  
m at eri al  o n  t h e s u bj e ct a v ail a bl e. D al e  G all o w a y  
a ut h or e d  a  b o o k  e ntitl e d  2 0/ 2 0  Visi o n.  F ull er  E v a n 
g elisti c  Ass o ci ati o n  h as  pl e nt y  of  m at eri al  o n  t h e 
s u bj e ct. T h er e  ar e  n u m er o us  ot h er  s o ur c es.

I b e g a n  wit h  a  d esir e  t o s e e f ar m or e  of  t h e m e n  
i n m y  c o n gr e g ati o n gr o wi n g  s pirit u all y t hr o u g h 
r e g ul ar ti m e s p e nt  i n G o d's  W or d,  all o wi n g  G o d  t o 
s p e a k  t o t h e m i n all  ar e as  of  t h eir li v es. I h a v e  f o u n d 
t h e N a vi g at ors  2: 7  m at eri al  t o b e  e x c ell e nt  i n t e a c h
i n g t h e v er y  b asi c  s pirit u al dis ci pli n es  of  Bi bl e  
r e a di n g, m e m ori z ati o n  a n d  d ail y  d e v oti o ns  ( q ui et 
ti m e). T h e  first b o o k  of  t h e s eri es of  si x is c all e d  
Gr o o vi n g  Str o n g  i n G o d's  F a mil y.  I us e  it as  a  ni n e-  
w e e k  c o urs e. W e  m e et  f or 9 0  mi n ut es  e a c h  w e e k  
a n d  a b o ut  t w o h o urs  of  h o m e w or k  is r e q uir e d p er  
w e e k.  O n e  gr e at  a d v a nt a g e  is t h e fi nit e ti m e c o m 
mit m e nt.  T h e y  k n e w  t his w o ul d  n ot  g o  o n  f or e v er.

U p o n  c o m pl eti o n  of  t h e ni n e- w e e k  c o urs e,  t h e 
m e n  i n t h e gr o u p  as k e d  if w e  c o ul d  c o nti n u e  m e et 
i n g. ( T h at w as  n ot  h ar d  t o a ns w er.) W e  b e g a n  
r e a di n g a  b o o k  b y  P atri c k  M orl e y  c all e d  T h e  M a n  i n



i n t h e gr o u p  r e a d t h e

fiiiis h e d M orl e y's

1.  A p pr o a c h  it

ar e b ei n g
of  t h e s pirit u al b o n d

B y  Mi c h a el  H off m a n
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Ti m e  i s a  
hi g hl y  

pr e ci o u s  
c o m m o dit y

5.  St a y  fl e xi bl e. O ur  s u m m ers  
s e e m t o g et  cr a z y.  W e  h a v e  n ot  
f or m all y m et,  b ut  w e  d o  s e e  e a c h  
ot h er  o n  S u n d a y  a n d st a y i n 
t o u c h. W e  w a nt  t o b e  dis ci pli n e d

2.  A c c e pt  it as  a  sl o w pr o c ess.  
T h er e  ar e  n o  q ui c k  fi x es t o s piri 
t u al gr o wt h.  Ti m e  is a  hi g hl y  pr e 
ci o us c o m m o dit y. As ki n g  f or

as  a lif est yl e, 
n ot  a  pr o gr a m.  M e eti n g  t o g et h er 
is o b e di e n c e t o S cri pt ur e.  W e  
m e et  w e e kl y  wit h  a  v er y  s p e cifi c  
s pirit u al p ur p os e.  It is n ot  a  s o 
ci al  gr o u p.  N o n e  of  us  r e all y n e e d  
a n ot h er p ur el y  s o ci al ti m e. W e  
ar e  i n v ol v e d i n e a c h  ot h er's  li v es 
at  n u m er o us  ot h er  ti m es b e c a us e  

w e  h a v e  
d e v el o p e d.  B e c a us e  of  t h e ti m e 
s p e nt i n G o d's  W or d,  i n di vi d u
als  als o  r e g ul arl y a c c e pt  t h e o p 
p ort u nit y  t o s er v e ot h ers  i n t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o n.

4.  K e e p  a  s pirit u al e m p h asis.  
M y  p ur p os e  w as  n ot  t o h a v e  t h e 
m e n  list e n t o w h at  Mi c h a el  
H off m a n  h as  t o s a y. It w as  t o g et  
t h e m t o list e n t o w h at  G o d  h as  t o 
s a y t o t h e m p ers o n all y.  W e  d o  
n ot  m e et  t o c hit- c h at, t ell j o k es 
a n d  g o of  ar o u n d. ( W e d o  e nj o y  
b ei n g  t o g et h er, l a u g h a  l ot at  o ur 
s el v es a n d h a v e  a g o o d  ti m e.) 
W e  d o  m e et  t o s h ar e w h at  w e  
h a v e  h e ar d  G o d  s a y t o us  i n t h e 
l ast w e e k,  e n c o ur a g e  e a c h  ot h er  
s pirit u all y, r ej oi c e i n e v er y vi c 
t or y, a n d  pr a y  t o g et h er. W e  h a v e  
l e ar n e d t o d o  t h at b ett er  o v er  a  
p eri o d  of  ti m e.

ti m e c o m mit m e nts  is s o m eti m es  
m et  wit h  gr e at  r esist a n c e. I r e
all y  li k e b ei n g  a bl e  t o as k  f or j ust 
ni n e  w e e ks  t o st art wit h.  W h e n  
t h at ti m e is v er y  m e a ni n gf ul  a n d  
si g nifi c a nt, t h e willi n g n ess  t o 
c o nti n u e o n  i n cr e as es dr a m ati 
c all y.

3. D o  p ers o n al  r e cr uiti n g. I 
h a v e  f o u n d it m ost  eff e cti v e  t o 
a p pr o a c h i n di vi d u als wit h  t h e 
i d e a of  b ei n g  p art  of  a gr o wt h  
gr o u p.  I o p e n e d  t h e gr o u p  t o 
e v er y o n e  i niti all y a n d  t h e n " w e nt  
aft er " s p e cifi c p e o pl e  I r e all y 
w a nt e d  t o s e e  t a k e p art.  L e a d ers,  
or  p ot e nti al  l e a d ers, w er e  at  t h e 
t o p of  m y  list. As  t h e gr o u p  gr o ws  
i n si z e, I w a nt  t h e m t o m ulti pl y  
t h e eff ort  b y  st arti n g gr o u ps  of  
t h eir o w n  ( 2 Ti m.  2: 2).

us  t h e dis ci pli n e  w e  n e e d  t o k e e p  
gr o wi n g  a n d  t o a p pl y  all  t h e / zo n e  
a n ot h er " c o m m a n ds i n s o m e  
v er y  pr a cti c al  w a ys.  A  c o u pl e  of  
t h e m e n
Bi bl e  e v er y  d a y  a n d  v er y  r ar el y 
miss.  Al m ost  all  of  t h e m r e a d at  
l e ast fi v e d a ys  a w e e k.  P art  of  
b ei n g  a c c o u nt a bl e  t o e a c h  ot h er  
m e a ns  I as k  e a c h  w e e k  h o w  m a n y  
d a ys  t h e y h a v e  r e a d. It h as  b e e n  
a  j o y t o s e e t h eir gr o wt h.  W e  all  
r e c o g ni z e t h e i m p ort a n c e of  t h e 
a c c o u nt a bilit y a n d k n o w  wit h 
o ut  d o u bt  t h at it m a k es  a tr e
m e n d o us  diff er e n c e  i n o ur  li v es.

Aft er  w e  
b o o k,  I as k e d  if t h e y w a nt e d  t o 
r e a d a n ot h er  b o o k.  T h eir  a ns w er  
w as,  " N o,  l et's st u d y t h e Bi bl e. "  
W e  b e g a n  a  v ers e  b y  v ers e  dis 
c ussi o n of  t h e b o o k  of  1 P et er  
a n d f o u n d it v er y  i nt er esti n g t o 
a p pl y  it t o o ur  d ail y  li v es.

S e v er al  e x a m pl es c o m e t o 
mi n d  of t h e i m p ort a n c e a n d  
p o w er  of  t his gr o u p  of  m e n  m e et 
i n g t o g et h er o n  a  w e e kl y  b asis.  It 
is n ot  u n us u al  f or s o m e of  t h e 
m e n  t o s h o w u p  v er y  tir e d a n d  
v er y dirt y  aft er w or k.  Oft e n  
s o m e o n e h as  n ot  h a d  s u p p er. 
T h e y  c o m e  b e c a us e  it is i m p or
t a nt t o s u p p ort e a c h  ot h er  a n d  
b e c a us e  w e  ar e b ei n g  e n c o ur 
a g e d s pirit u all y b y  e a c h ot h er.  
O n e  of  tli e gr o u p  m e m b ers  w as  
i n t h e pr o c ess  of  m o vi n g,  a n d  
e v er y m e m b er  of t h e gr o u p  
s h o w e d u p  t o h el p  z uit h oi d e v er  
b ei n g  as k e d.  W h at  I t hi n k m a y  b e  
t h e m ost  p o w erf ul  st at e m e nt  
a b o ut  t h e gr o u p  is t h at t hr o u g h 
all  t h e h o o pl a  a b o ut  Mi c h a el  J or 
d a n  c o mi n g  b a c k  i nt o b as k et b all,  
w h e n  his  first g a m e  w as  o n  a

T u es d a y  ni g ht,  t h e s u bj e ct w as  
n e v er  m e nti o n e d  wit hi n  t h e 
gr o u p  o n  W e d n es d a y.  N ot  o n c e.  
T h e  gr o u p  h as  m or e  i m p ort a nt 
t hi n gs t o t al k a b o ut,  n a m el y  J es us  
C hrist  i n o ur  li v es, m arri a g es,  
w or k,  t h o u g hts, fi n a n c es, 
p ar e nti n g,  t e m p ers, et c. B ei n g  a  
p art  of  t his gr o u p  of  m e n  h as  
b e e n  o n e  of  t h e hi g hli g hts  of  m y  
w e e k  a n d  a  l ot of  f u n.

L et  m e  s h ar e s o m e b asi c  
t h o u g hts o n  st arti n g  a  m e n's  mi n 
istr y.
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7.  N e v er  all o w  gr o u p  m e m b ers  t o 
c o nf ess  s o m e o n e  els e's  si ns.  W e  ar e n't  
t h er e f or ot h ers,  w e  ar e  t h er e t o gr o w  
p ers o n all y.  I all o w a n y o n e  t o c o nf ess  
a n yt hi n g  t h e y n e e d  t o as  l o n g as it is 
t h eir o w n  si n. I j ust r ef us e t o d e al  wit h  
t h e si n of  a n y o n e  n ot  pr es e nt.

• T h er e  ar e  at  l e ast fi v e e ntr y  p oiiits  f or m e n  —  c o nf er e n c es,  
s p e ci al e v e nts, e q ui p pi n g s e mi n ars, c o n gr e g ati o n al  
g at h eri n gs,  a n d  s m all gr o u ps.

• A n  eff e cti v e  m e n 怎  mi nistr y  is f o c us e d o n  r el ati o ns hi ps, n ot  
pr o gr a ms.

• A n  eff e cti v e  m e n's  mi nistr y  h as  cl e ar  g o als.
• A n  eff e cti v e  m e n's  mi nistr y  is f or M E N  o nl y.
• A n  eff e cti v e  m e n's  mi nistr y  is s u p p ort e d,  b ut n ot  n e c ess aril y  

l e d, b y  t h e p ast or.
• A n  eff e cti v e m e n's  mi nistr y  d e v el o ps  

l e a d ers.
• A n  eff e cti v e  m e n's  mi nistr y  h as  fl e xi bilit y a n d  v ari et y.
• D o n't  i m pl e m e nt t o o m u c h  t o o s o o n.

8.  A c c e pt  a n d  r ej oi c e i n s m all  vi ct o 
ri es. Gr o wt h  c o m es  sl o wl y. 1 c el e br at e  
e v er y  i n di c ati o n of  it. It is n ot  a  d ef e at  
if a m a n  h as  o nl y  r e a d o n e  d a y  of  t h e 
p ast  w e e k.  It is a  vi ct or y  t h at h e  r e a d 
t h e o n e  d a y  r at h er t h a n n o n e.  T h e  s pirit  
is t o b e  o n e  of  e n c o ur a g e m e nt. S piri 
t u al gi a nts  d o  n ot  gr o w  o v er ni g ht.  E n 
j o y a n d  c el e br at e  t h e pr o c ess.

R e s o ur c e s  f or St arti n g  U p  a  
M e n 9 s  Mi ni str y  

i n Y o ur  L o c al  C h ur c h

6.  L e a d  r at h er t h a n t e a c h. I d o  n ot  
t e a c h t h e gr o u p.  I a m  a  m e m b er  of  t h e 
gr o u p.  I f a cilit at e dis c ussi o ns.  I l e a d b y  
e x a m pl e i n m y  o w n  s pirit u al dis ci 
pli n es,  att e n d a n c e a n d s h ari n g. M y  
gr e at est  d esir e  is t o l et G o d  s p e a k,  
c o n vi ct  a n d  c h all e n g e  as  H e  s e es  fit. H e  
d o es  it r at h er w ell.

It is m y  p assi o n at e  b eli ef  t h at G o d  
i nt e n ds m e n  t o b e  s pirit u al l e a d ers 
wit hi n  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  h o m e.  B e c o m 
i n g s u c h  l e a d ers h as  n ot,  d o es  n ot,  a n d  
will  n ot  h a p p e n  b y  d ef a ult.  W e  h a v e  t o 
w or k  at  it. I c a n  t hi n k of  v er y  f e w b ett er  
w a ys  t o i n v est m y  lif e a n d  ti m e. I hi g hl y  
e n c o ur a g e y o u  t o m a k e  a st art. It is 
w ort h  e v er y  bit  of  t h e eff ort.  Li v es  will  
b e  i m p a ct e d i n t h e w a ys  t h at m att er  
m ost.  G o d  will  s mil e. 

9.  K e e p  tr yi n g. O ur  gr o u p  " cli c k e d. "  
M a n y  ti m es a gr o u p  w o n't.  I d o  n ot  
l o o k at it as  a d ef e at.  I vi e w  it as a n  
o p p ort u nit y  t o tr y a g ai n.  I s e e n o  f ail
ur e  i n c o mi n g t o g et h er f or s pirit u al  
p ur p os es.  T h e  gr o u p  m a y  n ot  c o nti n u e,  
b ut  t h e ti m e is still v er y  b e n efi ci al.  
K e e p  tr yi n g. T h er e  is tr e m e n d o us j o y 
i n t h e j o ur n e y. If y o u  st a g n at e  t o o l o n g, 
y o u  t e n d t o sti n k.

a c or e gr o u p  of  l a y

T h e  9 0s  is t h e d e c a d e  of  m e n's  mi nistri es  i n t h e l o c al c h ur c h.  
If y o ur  c h ur c h  h as  n o  mi nistr y  t o m e n  y o u  m a y  b e  missi n g  o ut  
o n  a gr e at  w a y  t o r e a c h p e o pl e  f or C hrist.  O n e  p art  of  t his 
m o v e m e nt  is a  gr o u p  c all e d  Pr o mis e  K e e p ers.  I r e c e ntl y att e n d e d  
o n e  of  t h eir l e a d ers hi p s e mi n ars w h er e  t h e y s h ar e d t h es e 
pri n ci pl es  t o r e m e m b er w h e n  d e v el o pi n g  a n  eff e cti v e  m e n's  
mi nistr y.



N o b o d y's  Jti e n d

O ur  F at h ers  W h o  Ar e nt  i n H e a v e n
T h e  F or g ott e n  C hristi a nit y  of  J es us, t h e J e w

B y  A nt h o n y  F.  B u z z ar d
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— T his  first a p p e ar e d  as  a n  a d  i n T h e  W all  Str e et  j o ur n al. 
( C o ntri b ut e d b y  J o y c e B ur d o n)

A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  c o nt e n ds t h at tr a diti o n al C hristi a nit y  h as  l ost its gri p  o n  t h e 
M essi a nis m  of  t h e Bi bl e  —  t h at J e wis h t h e m e w hi c h  G e ntil es  f o u n d, a n d still fi n d, 
u nf a mili ar.  If t h e v ari o us  d e n o mi n ati o ns  ar e  t o fi n d u nit y  i n a  c o m m o n  b eli ef  i n t h e Bi bl e,  
it will  h a v e  t o b e  t hr o u g h a  r et ur n t o t h e M essi ei ni c  J es us a n d  His  Ki n g d o m  G os p el.  N o  
t h e m e c o ul d  b e  m or e  h e art e ni n g  i n o ur  distr a ct e d  w orl d  t h a n t h e H o p e  of  a  b ett er  w orl d  
c o mi n g  o n  e art h  w h e n  J es us r et ur ns t o t a k e o v er  t h e r ei ns of  w orl d  g o v er n m e nt.  S u c h  
is t h e a m a zi n g  Pl a n  w hi c h  u nf ol ds  i n t h e p a g es  of  S cri pt ur e,  p oi nti n g  t o t h e di vi n e  h a n d  
i n hist or y  a n d  gi vi n g  s u pr e m e  m e a ni n g  a n d  p ur p os e  t o t h e b eli e v er,  w h os e  o bj e ct  is t o 
o bt ai n  a  pl a c e  i n t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  as  a n  a d mi nistr at or  wit h  J es us of  a  n e w  w orl d  
or d er.

8  l/2  M  x  1 1 "  f or m at, pr of essi o n all y  b o u n d,  2 7 7  p a g es,  c o pi o us  f o ot n ot es a n d  bi bli o gr a p h y.  
$ 1 3. 5 0  pl us  $ 2. 0 0  f or s hi p pi n g a n d  h a n dli n g.  Pl e as e  m a k e  c h e c ks  p a y a bl e  t o: Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  
C oll e g e,  P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  C all  1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1  f or m or e  d et ails.

△

J

M y  n a m e  is G ossi p.  I h a v e  n o  r es p e ct  f or j usti c e.

I m ai m  wit h o ut  killi n g.  I br e a k  h e arts  a n d  r ui n li v es.

I a m  c u n ni n g  a n d  m ali ci o us  a n d  g at h er  str e n gt h wit h  a g e.
T h e  m or e  I a m  q u ot e d,  t h e m or e  I a ni  b eli e v e d.

M y  vi cti ms  ar e  h el pl ess.  T h e y  c a n n ot  pr ot e ct  t h e ms el v es a g ai nst  m e  b e c a us e  I h a v e  n o  n a m e  a n d  n o  f a c e. 

T o  tr a c k m e  d o w n  is i m p ossi bl e. T h e  h ar d er  y o u  tr y, t h e m or e  el usi v e  I b e c o m e.

I a m  n o b o d y's  fri e n d.

O n c e  I t ar nis h a  r e p ut ati o n, it is n e v er  t h e s a m e.

I t o p pl e g o v er n m e nts  a n d  wr e c k  m arri a g es.
I r ui n c ar e ers  a n d  c a us e  sl e e pl ess ni g hts,  h e art a c h es,  a n d  i n di g esti o n.
1  m a k e  i n n o c e nt p e o pl e  cr y  i n t h eir pill o ws.

E v e n  m y  n a m e  hiss es.  I a m  c all e d  G ossi p.  I m a k e  h e a dli n es  a n d  h e a d a c h es.
B ef or e  y o u  r e p e at a  st or y, as k  y o urs elf:  Is it tr u e ? Is it h ar ml ess ?  Is it n e c ess ar y ?  
If it is n't, d o n't  r e p e at it.
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Is A n yt hi n g  Wr o n g  wit h
Tri c k  or  Tr e at ?
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S o m e  Hist or y  
A c c or di n g  t o
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H RI S TI A N S  A R E  DI VI D E D  O V E R  
w h etli er  t o c el e br at e c ert ai n h oli d a ys.  
T h e  c o nfl u e n c e  of  c orr u pt e d  C h ur c h  his 
t or y, a n ci e nt  p a g a n  pr a cti c es,  a n d  m o d 
er n c o m m er ci alis m all c o m bi n e t o 

pr es e nt  t h e c o nt e m p or ar y  C hristi a n  wit h  a c o n 
f us e d a n d  e ni g m ati c  m ess a g e.  Is C hrist m as  a b o ut  
t h e birt h  of  C hrist,  t h e gi vi n g  ( a n d r e c ei vi n g) of  
gifts,  or  S a nt a  Cl a us  a n d  C hrist m as  tr e es ? Is J es us 
r e all y "t h e r e as o n f or t h e s e as o n/' or  is M a dis o n  
A v e n u e ?  Is E ast er  a b o ut  t h e r es urr e cti o n of  C hrist,  
f ertilit y m yt hs,  or  e ast er  e g g  h u nts ?  Or  n o n e  of  t h e 
a b o v e ?  T h at  all  d e p e n ds  o n  w h o  o n e  t al ks t o.

If t h es e k n ott y  q u esti o ns  d o g  us  d ur m g  C hrist 
m as  a n d E ast er,  t h e y a bs ol ut el y p o u n c e  o n  us  
d uri n g  H all o w e e n.  M a n y  j oll y gift- gi vi n g  e g g- h u nt 
i n g C hristi a ns  st o p  a br u ptl y  i n t h e mi d dl e  of  a  " h o 〃  
w h e n  it c o m es  t o t h e h a u nt e d  h o us es  a n d  t h e h orr or  
m o vi es.  I n a d diti o n  t o t h e q u esti o ns  as k e d  a b o v e,  
w e  ar e  n o w  f a c e d wit h  a  h oli d a y  w hi c h  l a c ks e v e n  
a C hristi a n  v e n e er.  Ar e  w e  n o w  b ei n g  as k e d t o 
c el e br at e  d e at h,  t h e o c c ult,  a n d  all  t h at is o p p os e d  
t o o ur  r eli gi o n ? Or  ar e  w e  j ust missi n g  s o m e g o o d  
c a n d y  a n d  a  g o o d  p art y  or  t w o ?

J ust w h at  is t his t hi n g w e  c all  '' H all o w e e n'' ?

a C h ur c h  F at h er  n a m e d  
C hr ys ost o m  ( c. A D  3 4 4/ 3 5 4  - 4 0 7),  All  S ai nts  D a y,  
o n c e  k n o w n  as  / ZA 1 1  h all o ws "  a n d  " H all o w m ass, "  
w as  c el e br at e d  b y  t h e C h ur c h  t o h o n or  all  s ai nts,  
k n o w n  a n d u n k n o w n.  "Its ori gi n  pr o b a bl y  li es i n 
t h e c o m m o n  c o m m e m or ati o n  of  m art yrs  w h o  di e d  
i n gr o u ps  or  w h os e  n a m es  w er e  u n k n o w n. ， n  I n t h e 
s e v e nt h a n d  ei g ht h  c e nt uri es,  t h e c el e br ati o n  w as  
h el d  i n M a y  i n a  R o m a n  t e m pl e c all e d  t h e P a nt h e o n  
w hi c h  h a d  b e e n  r e c a pt ur e d fr o m t h e b ar b ari a ns  b y  
E m p er or  P h o c as  a n d  gi v e n  t o P o p e  B o nif a c e  I V. 
" N o  l o n g er w er e  R o m a n  p a g a ns  g at h eri n g  t o pr a y  
t o t h e g o d d ess  C y b el,  f or t h eir d e a d, "  writ es  J o h n

W.  H o w e.  " N o w  t h e R o m a n  C at h oli cs  w er e  g at h er 
i n g t o pr a y  t o t h e g o d d ess  M ar y  f or t h eir d e a d.  A n d  
t h e y di d  s o i n t h e s a m e t e m pl es.,， 2

I n t h e ni nt h  c e nt ur y  " All  S ai nts "  w as  m o v e d  t o 
N o v e m b er  1 t o a c c o m m o d at e  t h e a n ci e nt  Dr ui di c  
a n d p a g a n  pr a cti c es  of  t h e r e c e ntl y c o n q u er e d  
S a x o ns  a n d  S c a n diii a vi a ns.  " All- H all o w  E' e n, "  t h e 
e v e ni n g  b ef or e  " All  S ai nts  D a y, "  w as  als o  t h e e v e  of  
t h e C elti c  n e w  y e ar,  a  ti m e t o c el e br at e  d e at h:

T h e  Dr ui ds  b eli e v e d t h at o n  
ni g ht  t h e s o uls of  t h e d e a d  r et ur n e d t o t h eir 
f or m er h o m es  t o b e  e nt ert ai n e d  b y  t h e li vi n g. If 
a c c e pt a bl e  f o o d a n d  s h elt er  w er e  n ot  pr o vi d e d]  
t h es e e vil  s pirits  w o ul d  c ast  s p ells, c a us e  h a v o c  
a n d t err or, a n d h a u nt  a n d t or m e nt t h e li vi n g. 
T h e y  d e m a n d e d  t o b e  pl a c at e d.  L o o k  cl os el y.  
H er e  is t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  "tri c k- or-tr e at. " E vil  
s pirits  d e m a n di n g  a  "tr e at. "  If t h e y di d n't  g et  it, 
y o u  g ot  a  "tri c k. " 3



b y  M ar k  M.  M attis o n
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N ot es
1 T h e  C ol u m bi a  E n c y cl o p e di a,  2 n d  e diti o n,  

" All S ai nts, "  p.  5 1. *
2  J o h n  W.  H o w e,  “ W h at  Is H a p p y  a b o ut  

H all o w e e n ? "  C hristi a nit y  T o d a y,  O ct o b er  2 1,  
1 9 7 7,  p.  1 7.

3  I bi d., p.  1 6.

B ut  s o m e will  still o bj e ct.  E v e n  b ef or e  
All  S ai nts  w as  m er g e d  wit h  C elti c  c us 
t o m it w as  c el e br at e d  o n  t h e as h es  of  
p a g a n  R o m e.  W h y  o bs er v e  a  r e m n a nt 
of  t h e R o m a n  C at h oli c  lit ur gi c al y e ar ?

Q u esti o ns  of  lit ur g y a n d tr a diti o n 
asi d e,  is t his t hir d alt er n ati v e  a n y  m or e  
eff e cti v e  t h a n t h e first ? P er h a ps  a  C hris 
ti a n p art y  or  s er vi c e is a  g o o d  s u p pl e 
m e nt  f or a p ositi v e  alt er n ati v e, b ut  
will  it h el p  s cr e e n o ut  t h e w orl dl y  
H all o w e e n  e x p eri e n c e f or o ur  c hil 
dr e n ?

Is t h er e n ot  a  f o urt h alt er n ati v e ?  I 
b eli e v e  t h at t h er e is.

I' m p ers o n all y  r e p uls e d at  t h e i d e a of  
c hil dr e n  r u n ni n g ar o u n d  dr ess e d  li k e 
m ass  m ur d er ers,  wi el di n g  f a k e s w or ds  
dr e n c h e d  i n f a k e bl o o d  a n d  w e ari n g  
h o c k e y  m as ks  of  " F ri d a y  t h e 1 3t h 〃  
f a m e. B ut  t h e n a g ai n  I' m a  p a cifist.  N or  
w o ul d  I w a nt  m y  c hil dr e n  dr essi n g  u p  
as  d e vils  a n d  t h e li k e. B ut  if B ar n e y  t h e 
di n os a ur  is still ar o u n d w h e n  I h a v e  
c hil dr e n,  I w o n't  b e  o p p os e d  t o l etti n g 
J u ni or d o n  t h e p ur pl e  g ar b.

B ut  t h er e ar e  ot h er  d a n g ers  t o c o n 
si d er.  T h e  br e a k d o w n  of  c o m m u nit y  i n 
o ur  citi es a n d t o w ns h as  m a d e  t his 
pr a cti c e  l ess s af e. Pl a n n e d  r o ut es, a d ult  
s u p er visi o n, a n d cl os e i ns p e cti o n of  
tri c k- or-tr e at g o o di es  h el p  r e d u c e u n 
n e c ess ar y  ris k. N ast y  pr a n ks  a n d  m ali 
ci o us v a n d alis m  ar e ot h er  c o n c er ns  
(I' m ass u mi n g  t h at C hristi a ns  will  n ot  
p arti ci p at e  i n t h es e t y p es of  a cti viti es).  
All  of  t h es e t hi n gs, li k e ot h er  el e m e nts  
of  H all o w e e n,  n e e d  t o b e  w ei g h e d  a n d  
j u d g e d o n  t h eir o w n  m erits  a p art  fr o m 
t h e or eti c al q u esti o ns  of  r eli gi o us rit u al. 
T h e  d a y  m a y  c o m e  w h e n  vi ol e n c e  a n d  
v a n d alis m  p ut  a  p er m a n e nt  e n d  t o o n e  
of  A m eri c a's  f a v orit e p asti m es.  O n e  
w a y  or  a n ot h er,  as  C hristi a ns  w e  h a v e  
o n e  r es p o nsi bilit y: I n all  cir c u mst a n c es  
t o d o  w h at  gl orifi es  G o d.  " A n d w h at 
e v er  y o u  d o,  w h et h er  i n w or d  or  d e e d,  
d o  it all  i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L or d  J es us, 
gi vi n g  t h a n ks t o G o d  t h e F at h er  t hr o u g h 
hi m ” ( C ol. 3: 1 7,  NI V).  

A n  Alt er n ati v e
E a c h  of  t h e o pti o ns  list e d a b o v e  h as  

c o nsi d er a bl e  m erit.  T h at  is w h at  m a k es  
t his q u esti o n  s u c h a gr u eli n g  o n e  f or 
C hristi a ns.  W hi c h  o pti o n  o n e  c h o os es  
is b o u n d  t o b e  d et er mi n e d  b y  t h e o v er 
ri di n g c o n vi cti o ns a n d pri n ci pl es  a  
C hristi a n  h as  a b o ut  C h ur c h  str u ct ur e  
a n d t h e C h ur c h's  r el ati o ns hi p t o t h e 
w orl d.  B ut  t h er e is y et  a n ot h er  pri n 
ci pl e  t o b e  c o nsi d er e d.

I a m  t al ki n g a b o ut  t h e f ull y s cri p 
t ur al pri n ci pl e  of  c o ns ci e n c e  ( cf. R o m.  
1 4: 5, 6).  I b eli e v e  it is t h e r es p o nsi bilit y 
of  e a c h  C hristi a n  t o br e a k  e v e nts  li k e 
H all o w e e n  d o w n  i nt o t h eir c o nstit u 
e nt p arts  a n d  j u d g e e a c h  p art  o n  its 
o w n  m erit  i n li g ht of  t h e tr ut hs h e  or  
s h e h as  gl e a n e d  fr o m S cri pt ur e.  F or  
m e  t h at m e a ns  " H all o w e e n i n m o d 
er ati o n/'

P ers o n all y  I h a v e n o r eli gi o us 
s cr u pl es a g ai nst e ati n g s o m e o n e's  
p u m p ki n-s h a p e d  c o o ki es  ar o u n d  O c 
t o b er. A n d  as  I' m n ot  o p p os e d  t o t h e 
pri n ci pl e  of  dr essi n g  u p  i n c ost u m es,  
tri c k- or-tr e ati n g is n ot  o ut  of  t h e q u es 
ti o n i n m y  b o o k.  O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,

g uisi n g  t h e ms el v es 
a v oi d  d et e cti o n  b y  t h e r e al s pirits. C el 
e br ati n g p a g a n  rit u als a n d w ors hi p 
pi n g  f als e g o ds  is o n e  t h m g; a c c e pti n g  
c ult ur al  r e m n a nts of  d e a d  ci vili z ati o ns  
is a n ot h er.  Aft er  all,  t h e pl a n ets  i n o ur  
s ol ar s yst e m a n d  t h e d a ys  of  o ur  w e e k  
ar e  n a m e d  aft er  p a g a n  g o ds.  If w e'r e  
g oi n g  t o b a n  tri c k- or-tr e ati n g a n d  H al 
l o w e e n p arti es  w e  s h o ul d  b e  c o nsist e nt  
a n d  st art  r ef erri n g t o T h urs d a y  as  "t h e  
fift h d a y "  i nst e a d of  " T h or 怎  d a y/ z

B ut  is n a mi n g  t h e d a y  of  t h e w e e k  
c o m p ar a bl e  t o p ar a di n g  ar o u n d  as  d e a d  
p e o pl e ?  Ot h er  C hristi a ns  f e el t h at t h e y 
c a n n eit h er  i g n or e n or  e m br a c e  H al 
l o w e e n. T h us  t h e y c h o os e  a  t hir d alt er 
n ati v e:  R e pl a c e  it. T a k e  b a c k  o ur  C hris 
ti a n c el e br ati o n  fr o m t h e p a g a ns.  S cr a p  
t h e H all o w e e n  p arti es  a n d h ol d  All  
S ai nts  p arti es  iiist e a d. P e o pl e  c a n  c o m e  
dr ess e d  as  f a m o us C hristi a ns  fr o m t h e 
p ast.  S er vi c es  c a n  b e  h el d  t o r e m e m b er 
a n d c o m m e m or at e g o o d  C hristi a ns,  
a n ci e nt  a n d m o d er n,  w h o  h a v e  di e d.

S o m e  C hristi a n  R es p o ns es
Wit h  t h es e f a cts i n mi n d  —  or  i n 

s o m e c as es i n s pit e of  t h es e f a cts —  
diff er e nt  C hristi a ns  h a v e  c h os e n  t o r e
s p o n d t o H all o w e e n  i n m a n y  diff er e nt  
w a ys.  O n e  o b vi o us  s ol uti o n is t o i g
n or e  it, r ef us e t o a c k n o wl e d g e it. N o  
tri c k- or-tr e ati n g, n o  p arti es,  n o  s p e ci al  
e v e nts. B ut  is it r e all y p ossi bl e  t o s o 
c o m pl et el y  i ns ul at e o urs el v es  a n d  o ur  
c hil dr e n  fr o m it ? Fr o m  p a p er  s k el et o ns  
o n  d o ors  t o p u m p ki n-s h a p e d  c o o ki es,  
t h e h oli d a y  is all  ar o u n d  us.

T his  l e a ds us  t o t h e s e c o n d s ol uti o n:  
E m br a c e  it. Aft er  all, n o n e  of  us  b e 
li e v es t h es e littl e tri c k- or-tr e at ers at  
o ur  d o ors  ar e  e vil  s pirits s e nt t o t or
m e nt  us,  a n d  n o n e  of  t h es e littl e c o w 
b o ys  a n d  pri n c ess es  t hi n k t h e y'r e dis-  

as e vil s pirits t o
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h a d  n ot  s ai d, zy o u  s h all n ot  c o v et' " ( v. 7,  N A S B).

or  t h e B eli e v er' s  T w o  N at ur e s  .
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Mr.  H y d e

eff ort  t o r u n t h e C hristi a n  r a c e h a v e  l e ar n e d t h at, 
b ut  t h a n ks b e  t o G o d  w h o  gi v es  us  
t hr o u g h o ur  L or d  J es us C hrist  ( v. 2 5).

T h e  l a w r e v e als si n t o b e  si nf ul  ( R o m. 7: 7- 1 3)  a n d  
c o n d e m ns t h e c ar n al n at ur e,  b ut  is n o  h el p  i n 
o v er c o mi n g  it. P a ul  e x pl ai n e d:  Z/ I w o ul d  n ot  h a v e  
c o m e t o k n o w  si n e x c e pt  t hr o u g h t h e L a w:  f or I 
w o ul d  n ot  h a v e  k n o w n  a b o ut  c o v eti n g  if t h e L a w

T  H E  C H RI S TI A N  I S A  P O S S E S S O R  O F  t w o 
I n at ur es  —  s pirit u al a n d  c ar n al.  I n li vi n g t h e 
I C hristi a n  lif e, t h er e is a  c o nfli ct  b et w e e n  t h e

t w o. E a c h  w a nts  t o c o ntr ol  t h e lif e.
" F or t h e fl es h s ets its d esir e  a g ai nst  t h e S pirit,  

a n d t h e S pirit  a g ai nst t h e fl es h; f or t h es e ar e i n 
o p p ositi o n  t o o n e  a n ot h er,  s o t h at y o u  m a y  n ot  d o  
t h e t h ui gs t h at y o u  pl e as e ”  ( G al. 5: 1 7 z N A S B).  M a k e  
n o  mist a k e!  A n y o n e  w h o  t a k es u p  a  cr oss  t o f oll o w 
C hrist  is i n f or a  r e al b attl e.

M a n y  ot h er  p ass a g es  of  S cri pt ur e  s p e a k  vi vi dl y  
of  t his c o nfli ct. L et's  e x a mi n e  a f e w of  t h e m. T h e  
b attl e  b et w e e n  t h e t w o n at ur es  is cl e arl y  s e e n i n 
R o m a ns  7.  T h e  pr o n o u ns  "I ： ' " m e "  a n d  〃 m y 〃  o c c ur  
a b o ut  3 5  ti m es i n t his c h a pt er.  "I "  tr yi n g t o s a n ctif y  
its elf is t h e c a us e  of  t h e s a d d ef e at.  T h e  b attl e  is 
b et w e e n  t h e t w o ' Ts 〃 一  t h e ol d  S a ul  a n d  t h e n e w  
P a ul.  P a ul  w a nt e d  t o d o  g o o d  b ut  s e e mi n gl y  
c o ul d n't.  T his  e x p eri e n c e  c a n  dis c o ur a g e  a n d  p er 
pl e x  a n y  b eli e v er,  es p e ci all y  a  y o u n g  c o n v ert.  T h e  
fl es h is s u p p os e d t o b e  d e a d,  b ut  it r e a p p e ars wit h  
its str o n g h a bits  a n d  d esir es,  a n d  h e  is l e d t o d o u bt  
his  a c c e pt a n c e  wit h  G o d.  T h e  gr e at  A p ostl e  cri es  
o ut  al o n g  wit h  all  w h o  h a v e  e nt er e d  t h e b attl e.  H e  
c alls  his  ol d  n at ur e  "t his  b o d y  of  d e at h "  ( v. 2 4).

T h er e  is n o  r e as o n t o c o n cl u d e  t h at P a ul  w as  n ot  
d es cri bi n g  his  e x p eri e n c es  as  a  str u g gli n g  b eli e v er  
at t h e ti m e. H e  c o nf ess e d, 〃I  d o  n ot  u n d erst a n d  
w h at  I d o.  F or  w h at  I w a nt  t o d o  I d o  n ot  d o,  b ut  
w h at  I h at e  I d o 〃  ( v. 1 5,  NI V).  H e  r e c o g ni z e d t h at, 
e v e n  as  a  c o m mitt e d  dis ci pl e  of  C hrist,  h e  h a d  a n  
i n d w elli n g pri n ci pl e  of  si n t h at o n c e  o w n e d  hi m  
a n d  e x pr ess e d  its elf t hr o u g h hi m  t o d o  t hi n gs h e  
di d  n ot  w a nt  t o d o.  T h e  p ull  of  t h e fl es h is o v er 
w h el mi n g  s o m eti m es.  All  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a  si n c er e



v er y  i m p ort a nt p art  i n

w h at  C hrist  di d f or us

pr ais e d!  W e

b y  H olli s  P artl o w e
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t hr o u g h- 
w ar

s h o ul d b e,  n ot  all t h at w e  s h all 
b e,  b ut  t h aii k G o d  w e  ar e n ot  
w h at  w e  w er e.  W e  w er e  d e a d  z/ i n 
tr es p ass es a n d si ns ” ( E p h. 2: 1,  
5),  b ut  w e  ar e  n o w  ali v e  i n C hrist  
wit h  a  cl e arl y  pr o p h esi e d  f ut ur e. 
All  t h at w e  ar e  or  e v er  h o p e  t o b e  
is b e c a us e  of  t h e L or d  J es us,  w h at  
H e  h as  d o n e  f or us  i n t h e p ast,  
w h at  H e  is d oi n g  f or us  ri g ht 
n o w,  aii d  w h at  H e  will  d o  f or us  
i n t h e d a ys  a h e a d.  W e  ar e  t al ki n g 
a b o ut a v er y  i m p ort a nt iss u e 
h er e.  W h er e  o n e  g o es  i n t h e h er e 
aft er  d e p e n ds  o n  w h at  o n e  g o es  
aft er  i n t h e h er e  a n d  n o w.

T h e  fl es h ( R o m. 8: 8;J o h n  6: 6 3);  
t h e n at ur al  m a n  ( 1 C or.  2: 1 4);  t h e 
o ut w ar d  m a n  ( 2 C or.  4: 1 6);  t h e 
ol d  m a n  ( E p h. 4: 2 2;  C ol.  3: 9);  t h e 
c ar n al mi n d  ( R o m. 8: 7). All  of  
t h es e p ass a g es  r ef er t o t h e si nf ul 
n at ur e  t h at w e  all  i n h erit e d fr o m 
A d a m.  Alt h o u g h  it is c o nsi d er e d  
" d e a d, " s o m eti m es  it ris es u p  t o 
w ar  a g ai nst  o ur  n e w  lif e i n C hrist,  
a n d  it will  t a k e o v er  o ur  li v es if 
w e  dr o p  o ur  g u ar d.

T h e  n e w  m a n  ( E p h. 4: 2 4;  C ol.  
3: 1 0);  t h e i n n er m a n  ( E p h. 3: 1 6;  
R o m.  7: 2 2);  s o ns of  G o d  ( R o m. 
8: 1 4;  1  J o h n 3: 2).

T hr o u g h  C hristi a n  c o n v ersi o n  
o n e  di es  t o t h e fl es h y n at ur e  a n d  
is b or n  i nt o t h e f a mil y of  G o d.

" T h e l a w w as  o ur  s c h o ol m ast er 
t o br m g  us  u nt o  C hrist,  t h at w e  
m a y  b e  j ustifi e d b y  f ait h. B ut  
aft er  t h at f ait h is c o m e,  w e  ar e  n o  
l o n g er u n d er  a s c h o ol m ast er ”  
( G al. 3: 2 4- 2 5).  Alt h o u g h  t h e l a w 
h a d  a

G o d's  o v er all  pl a n  it c o ul d n ot  
cl e a ns e  o n e  fr o m si n. T h at  w as  
n ot  its p ur p os e.  T h e  l a w c a n  b e  
c o m p ar e d  t o a  mirr or  t h at s h o ws  
t h e s m u d g e o n  o ur  f a c es, b ut  
c a n n ot  r e m o v e it. It p oi nts  us  t o 
t h e s o a p  a n d  w at er  t h at c a n.  Li k e 
wis e,  t h e l a w p oi nts  us  t o C al 
v ar y  w h er e  w e  c a n  fi n d f or gi v e
n ess  of  siii, n e w n ess  of  lif e a n d  
ass ur a n c e  of  et er n al  lif e i n G o d's  
c o mi n g  ki n g d o m.

Alt h o u g h  t h e l a w

O n e  h as  a  n e w  n at ur e  i n c o ntr ast  
t o t h e ol d.  It is fr o m a b o v e —  
fr o m G o d  (J o h n 3: 3).  T h e  b eli e v er  
is j ustifi e d a n d s a n ctifi e d i n 
C hrist,  b ut  h e  still  f e els t h e i nfl u
e n c e  of  t h e ol d  n at ur e  
o ut  lif e. T h er e  is c o nst a nt  
g oi n g  o n  i nsi d e. S m all  w o n d er  
t h at S cri pt ur e  a d m o nis h es us:  
" M a k e  n o  pr o visi o n  f or t h e fl es h 
t o f ulfill t h e l usts t h er e of”  ( R o m. 
1 3: 1 4). T h at  isz d o n't  b u y  a n y  
gr o c eri es  f or t h e fl es h y n at ur e.  
L et  it st ar v e t o d e at h  as  y o u  g e n 
er o usl y f e e d y o ur  n e w  lif e i n 
C hrist.

T h e  fl es h c a n b e  m a d e  v er y  
r eli gi o us. It is j ust t his w hi c h  
disti n g uis h es  "r eli gi o n " fr o m 
C hristi a nit y.  It w as  t h e r eli gi o us 
p art  of  t h e n ati o n  t h at cr u cifi e d  
t h e L or d  J es us. T h at  is w h at  a  
r eli gi o n, e v e n w h e n  gi v e n  b y  
G o d,  c ul mi n at e d i n w h e n  p er 
v ert e d  a n d mis us e d  b y  t h e ol d  
n at ur e.

R o m a ns  7  is a  bi o gr a p h y  of  a  
C hristi a n  tr yi n g t o w al k  t w o 
w a ys  at  o n c e  —  str u g gli n g wit h  
t h e fl es h b ut  w a nti n g  t o yi el d  t o 
C hrist.  R o m a ns  8  is t h e vi ct or y  
c h a pt er.  " T h er e  is t h er ef or e n o w  
n o  c o n d e m n ati o n  f or t h os e w h o  
ar e  i n C hrist  J es us.  F or  t h e l a w of  
t h e S pirit  of  lif e i n C hrist  J es us  
h as  s et y o u  fr e e fr o m t h e l a w of  
si n a n d  d e at h ” ( v v. 1- 2 Z N A S B).  
H a v e  y o u  p ass e d  fr o m R o m a ns  7  
t o R o m a ns  8 ?  If n ot,  yi el d  y o ur 
s elf c o m pl et el y t o J es us C hrist  
c ui d  as k  Hi m  t o fill y o u  wit h  His  
S pirit  ( L u k e 1 1: 1 3; E p h.  5: 1 8),  
a n d l et Hi m  l e a d y o u  g e ntl y  
d o w n  lif e's p at h w a y.  D O  I T 
T O D A Y!  WI T H O U T  D E L A Y!  

w as  h ol y,  
j ust, g o o d  a n d  e v e n "s pirit u al, "  
it w as  li mit e d a n d  c o ul d  n ot  d o  
f or us
( R o m. 7: 1 2, 1 4).  T h e  l a w is bl a m e 
l ess. Si n  is t h e pr o bl e m.  T h e  l a w 

r e v e als si n, d ef m es  it a n d  c alls  it 
b y  its ri g ht n a m e.  It c o n d e m ns  
t h e c ar n al n at ur e.  W e  m ust  a c 
k n o wl e d g e  t h at t h e si n n at ur e  
r e m ai ns wit hi n  a n d  will  r e p e at
e dl y  tr y t o e x pr ess  its elf tlir o u g h 
〃 o ur  m e m b ers/ 7 T h e  H ol y  S pirit  
w or ki n g  i n us  is t h e o nl y  s ol u 
ti o n, t h e o nl y  r e m e d y f or o ur  
d e e p  n e e d.

I n R o m a ns  6  si n is p ers o nifi e d  
as  a  m ast er  t o w h o m  tli e si n n er  is 
e nsl a v e d. T h e  r e m e d y is t h e 
d e at h  of  t h e sl a v e a n d risi n g t o 
w al k  i n n e w n ess  of  lif e ( v v. 3- 5).  
As  C hristi ci ns  w e  b el o n g  t o a n 
ot h er,  t o Hi m  w h o  w as  r ais e d 
fr o m t h e d e a d.  W e  h a v e  b e e n  
r ais e d u p  wit h  Hi m.  G o d  b e  

ar e  n ot  all t h at w e
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I

fi n d J o h n t h e B a ptist  t elli n g t h e

a bl e  t o h el p  J es us (s e e M att.  2 5)
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b y
T h o m as
S c h mitt

s a n di n g c a bi n ets,  a n d  s h e etr o c ki n g i n w e at h er  t h at 
s a w t h e h e at  i n d e x as  hi g h  as  1 2 6  d e gr e es.

W hil e  t h er e, I m et  Sil as.  Sil as  h a d  b e e n  t h e h e a d  
c o n cr et e  fi nis h er f or a l o c al c o m p a n y,  b ut  w h e n  h e  
h a d  h e alt h  pr o bl e ms  t h e y l et hi m  g o,  wit h o ut  b e n efits  
or  m o n e y.  H e  q ui c kl y  s a n k i nt o p o v ert y.  H a bit at  
l e ar n e d of  his  pli g ht  a n d  b uilt  hi m  a  n e w  h o m e.  N o w  
Sil as  is usi n g  his  s kills t o l a y t h e c o n cr et e  f o u n d ati o ns 
of  h o m es  a n d  b ett er  li v es f or 2 4  ot h er  f a mili es. W h at  
m a d e  Sil as'  mi nistr y  e v e n  m or e  i m pr essi v e w as  t h e 
f a ct t h at t h e pr ol o n g e d  e x p os ur e t o t h e s u n a n d  i n
t e ns e h e at  c o ul d  kill  hi m.  It r e mi n d e d m e  of  t h e b o o k  
of  R o m a ns  w h er e  w e'r e  t ol d t h at i n or d er  t o g ai n  o n e's  
lif e, o n e  m ust  l os e it. Sil as  w as  willi n g  t o l os e it all  t o 
g ai n  a  b ett er  t o m orr o w f or ot h ers,  i n J es us' n a m e  a n d  
l o v e.

I w as  als o  a bl e  t o s e e  t w o l a di es w h o m  I h a d  m et  o n  
pr e vi o us  tri ps. B ot h  h a d  b e e n  li vi n g i n p o v ert y  a n d  
w elf ar e.  O n e  of  t h e l a di es is n o w  a s u p er vis or f or a  
st or e  a n d  is s e n di n g  h er  d a u g ht er  t o c oll e g e.  T h e  ot h er  
l a d y is w or ki n g  f ull-ti m e a n d h el pi n g  ot h ers.  B ot h  
will  t ell y o u  t h at t h e t ur ni n g p oi nt  i n t h eir li v es w as  
w h e n  C hristi a ns p utt h eir  f ait h i nt o a cti o n  a n d  r e a c h e d 
o ut  t o t h e m i n G o d's  l o v e.

O ur  gr o u p  als o gr e w  fr o m t h e e x p eri e n c e. O ur  
y o u n g  p e o pl e  w er e
a n d  als o  s e e t h e s er vi c e  e x e m plifi e d  b y  t h e l o n g-t er m 
v ol u nt e ers  i n A m eri c us.  T h e  t e a m m e m b ers  w er e  all  
willi n g  t o g o  a g ai n;  o n e  w as  r e a d y t o d o  h er  l a u n dr y 
a n d  h e a d  b a c k  t h e n e xt  d a y.  It is t hr o u g h li vi n g o ut  
t h eir f ait h t h at t h e y will  gr o w  str o n g er i n t h eir f ait h 
a n d  c h ur c h  i n v ol v e m e nt.

I' v e s e e n t h e b e n efits  a n d  t h er ef or e e n c o ur a g e  y o u  
t o g et  i n v ol v e d i n a  pr a cti c al  mi nistr y.  It m a y  b e  f ar 
diff er e nt  fr o m b uil di n g  h o m es,  b ut  it will  b e  b e n efi ci al  
t o y o ur  w al k  wit h  C hrist.  F ar  m or e  i m p ort a nt e n c o ur 
a g e m e nt  c o m es fr o m J es us' h alf- br ot h er  J a m es. H e  
t ells us  i n J a m es 1: 2 7  t h at p ur e  r eli gi o n is m e eti n g  t h e 
n e e ds  of  or p h a ns  a n d  wi d o ws.  A n d  h e  f oll o ws t h at u p  
i n t h e s e c o n d c h a pt er,  v ers e  2 6,  wit h  "f ait h wit h o ut  
d e e ds  is d e a d. "  M a y  y o u  s h o w y o ur  f ait h i n J es us 
t hr o u g h pr a cti c al,  l o vi n g e x pr essi o ns. 

F  Y O U  W A N T  Y O U R  LI F E  I N J E S U S T O  B E  
m e a ni n gfi d  a n d  r el e v a nt t h e n y o u  will  b e  i n v ol v e d i n 
pr a cti c al,  t a n gi bl e a cti o ns  of  f ait h. 1  b e c o m e  m or e  

c o n vi n c e d  of  t h at e v er y  ti m e I r e a d G o d's  W or d.  I als o  
h a v e  s e e n t h e tr ut h of  t h at b or n e  o ut  i n m y  o w n  w al k  
of  f ait h.

I n L u k e  3,  w e  
p e o pl e  t o pr o d u c e  fr uit i n k e e pi n g  wit h  t h eir r e p e n
t a n c e. T h at  fr uit w as  t o s h ar e a  s e c o n d cl o a k  or  e xtr a  
f o o d wit h  t h os e i n n e e d.  J o h n s p o k e of  / zpr a cti c al  
f ait h " as  t h e c or n erst o n e  of  w al ki n g  i n t h e n e w  li g ht of  
C hrist.

J es us us e d  t a n gi bl e m e a ns  t o e x pr ess  w h o  H e  w as  
a n d  t o t e a c h a b o ut  t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  J es us f e d t h e 
m ultit u d e  s o t h e dis ci pl es  c o ul d  s e e t h e pri n ci pl e  of  
m o vi n g  o n  f ait h ( M ar k 6: 3 0- 4 4).  H e  als o s e nt 2, 0 0 0  
pri z e  h o gs  i nt o t h e S e a  of  G alil e e  t o s h o w t h e v al u e  of  
o n e  m a n  t o G o d  ( M ar k 5: 1- 2 0).  I n L u k e  1 0: 2 5- 3 7  J es us  
s h o w e d t h at all m e n  ar e  n ei g h b ors  a n d  s h o ul d  c ar e  f or 
o n e  a n ot h er, a n d i n M att h e w  2 5: 3 1- 4 6  J es us us e d  
m e eti n g  t h e pr a cti c al  n e e ds  of  ot h ers  as  t h e b asis  f or 
s e p ar ati n g t h e s h e e p fr o m t h e g o ats.  T h er e  ar e  m a n y  
ot h er  e x a m pl es  of  J es us'  c o n c er n  f or ot h ers  e x pr ess e d  
i n c o n cr et e  w a ys.

A n  e ntir e  iss u e of  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d  c o ul d  b e  
d e v ot e d  t o t h e o v er  3, 0 0 0  v ers es  i n t h e Bi bl e  t h at G o d  
s p o k e a b o ut  His  c o n c er n f or t h e p o or,  t h e or p h a ns,  
a n d  t h e dis a d v a nt a g e d.  L et  it s uffi c e at  t his p oi nt  t o 
s a y t h e Bi bl e  is cr yst al  cl e ar  o n  t h e iss u e of  pr a cti c al  
C hristi a nit y.  I fi n d t h e iss u e t o b e  v er y  e x citi n g,  a n d  
y et  v er y  c h all e n gi n g.

B e c a us e  of  t h e bi bli c al  c all,  I h a v e  b e e n  i n v ol v e d i n 
v ari o us  mi nistri es  t o assist ot h ers  a n d t o h el p  m e  
d e m o nstr at e  m y  f ait h. O n e  of  t h e m ost  r e w ar di n g h as  
b e e n  b uil di n g  h o m es,  t hr o u g h c o nstr u cti o n  w or k  a n d  
d o n ati o ns,  wit h  H a bit at  f or H u m a nit y.  1 r e c e ntl y w as  
o n  m y  fift h s h ort-t er m c o nstr u cti o n  pr oj e ct.  T his  tri p 
w as  wit h  a gr o u p  of  y o u n g  p e o pl e  fr o m Illi n ois t o 
A m eri c us,  G e or gi a.

W e  w er e  i n s o ut h er n G e or gi a  i n mi d-J ul y  t o b uil d  
h o m es  wit h  G o d's  p e o pl e  i n n e e d.  It's s ai d t h at e v er y  
h o m e  is a  s er m o n of  G o d zs l o v e. A n d  it w as  l o v e f or 
G o d  t h at k e pt  o ur  gr o u p  o n  t h e r o of, di g gi n g  f o ot ers,
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T h e  Dis ci pli n e  of  S er vi c e
E x c er pt e d  fr o m Ri c h ar d  J. F ost er's  C el e br ati o n  of  Dis ci pli n e  b y  M ari e  W al k er

、 ，'弋

O C T O B E R,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 9 5 2 3 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

S  T H E  C R O S S  I S T H E  SI G N  O F  s u b mis
si o n, s o t h e t o w el is t h e si g n of  s er vi c e.  
W h e n  J es us  g at h er e d  His  dis ci pl es  f or t h e

1.  At  t h e o uts et  t h er e is t h e s er vi c e  of hi d d eti n ess.  It is 
a  mi nistr y  t h at c a n  fr e q u e ntl y b e  e n g a g e d  i n b y  all  
p e o pl e.  It s e n ds  ri p pl es ofj o y  a n d  c el e br ati o n  i n a n y  
c o m m u nit y  of  p e o pl e.

a cti n g.  It c a n  s er v e  b y  w aiti n g  i n sil e n c e.  , zT h e y  als o  
s er v e w h o  o nl y  st a n d a n d  w ait. 〃

S elf-ri g ht e o us  s er vi c e fr a ct ur es c o m m u nit y.  I n 
t h e fi n al a n al ysis  ( o n c e all  t h e r eli gi o us tr a p pi n gs 
ar e  r e m o v e d) it c e nt ers  i n t h e gl orifi c ati o n  of  t h e 
i n di vi d u al. T h er ef or e  it p uts  ot h ers  i nt o o ur  d e bt  
a n d  b e c o m es  o n e  of  t h e m ost  s u btl e  a n d  d estr u cti v e  
f or ms of  m a ni p ul ati o n  k n o w n.  T h e  r es ult is t h e 
r u pt ur e of  c o m m u nit y.

Tr u e  s er vi c e,  o n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  b uil ds  c o m m u 
nit y. It q ui etl y  a n d u n pr et e nti o usl y  g o es  a b o ut  
c ari n g  f or t h e n e e ds  of  ot h ers.  It p uts  n o  o n e  u n d er  
o bli g ati o n  t o r et ur n t h e s er vi c e. It dr a ws,  bi n ds,  
h e als,  b uil ds.  T h e  r es ult is t h e u nit y  of  t h e c o m m u 
nit y.

t al k a b o ut  it. T h e n  J es us t o o k a t o w el a n d  a  b asi n  
a n d s o r e d efi n e d gr e at n ess  . . . J es us c o m pl et el y  
r e d efiii e d l e a d ers hi p a n d r e arr a n g e d t h e li n es of  
a ut h orit y ... T h er ef or e  t h e s pirit u al a ut h orit y  of  
w hi c h  J es us s p o k e w as  a n  a ut h orit y  n ot  f o u n d i n a  
p ositi o n  or  a  titl e, b ut  i n a  t o w el.

A
L ast  S u p p er  tli e y w er e  k e e nl y  a w ar e  t h at s o m e o n e  
n e e d e d  t o w as h  t h e ot h ers'  f e et. T h e  pr o bl e m  w as  
t h at t h e o nl y  p e o pl e  w h o  w as h e d  f e et w er e  t h e 
l e ast. S o  t h er e t h e y s at, f e et c a k e d  wit h  dirt.  It w as  
s u c h a  s or e p oi nt  t h at t h e y w er e  n ot  e v e n  g oi n g  t o

S er vi c e  i n t h e M ar k et pl a c e
S er vi c e  t o b e  s er vi c e  m ust  t a k e f or m a n d  s h a p e i n 

t h e w orl d  i n w hi c h  w e  li v e. T h er ef or e,  w e  m ust  
s e e k t o p er c ei v e  w h at  s er vi c e m a y  l o o k li k e i n t h e 
m ar k et pl a c e  of  o ur  d ail y  li v es:

at  o d ds  wit h  o ur  sl ot h  a n d  i dl e n ess. W e  
t hi n gs as  t h e c e ntr al  iss u es. 

( C o nti n u e d o n  b a c k  c o v er)

2.  T h er e  is s er vi c e of  s m all t hi n gs. B o n h o eff er,  i n his  
b o o k  Lif e  T o g et h er  s a ys t h at " T h e s e c o n d s er vi c e  
t h at o n e  s h o ul d p erf or m  f or a n ot h er  i n a  C hristi a n  
c o m m u nit y  is t h at of  a cti v e  h el pf ul n ess.  T his  m e a ns,  
i niti all y, si m pl e  assist a n c e  i n trifli n g, e xt er n al  m at 
t ers. T h er e  is a  m ultit u d e  of  t h es e t hi n gs w h er e v er  
p e o pl e  li v e t o g et h er. N o b o d y  is t o o g o o d  f or t h e 
m e a n est  s er vi c e.  O n e  w h o  w orri es  a b o ut  t h e l oss of  
ti m e t h at s u c h p ett y,  o ut w ar d  a cts  of  h el pf ul n ess  
e nt ail  is us u all y  t a ki n g t h e i m p ort a n c e of  his  o w n  
c ar e er  t o o s ol e m nl y. " T h e  s er vi c e of  s m all t hi n gs 
will  p ut  us  
will  c o m e  t o s e e s m all

S elf-ri g ht e o us  S er vi c e  V ers us  Tr u e  S er vi c e
If tr u e s er vi c e  is t o b e  u n d erst o o d  a n d  pr a cti c e d,  

it m ust  b e  distiii g uis h e d  cl e arl y fr o m '怎 elf-ri g h 
t e o us s er vi c e ” . . . S elf-ri g ht e o us  s er vi c e c o m es  
t hr o u g h h u m aii  eff ort.  Tr u e  s er vi c e c o m es  fr o m a  
r el ati o ns hi p wit h  t h e di vi n e  Otli er  d e e p  i nsi d e. W e  
s er v e  o ut  of  w his p er e d  pr o m pti n gs,  di vi n e  ur gi n gs  
...S elf-ri g ht e o us  s er vi c e  is i m pr ess e d wit h  t h e " bi g  
d e al. "  Tr u e  s er vi c e fi n ds it al m ost  i m p ossi bl e t o 
distiii g uis h  t h e s m all fr o m t h e l ar g e s er vi c e... S elf-  
ri g ht e o us s er vi c e r e q uir es e xt er n al r e w ar ds ... 
Tr u e  s er vi c e  r ests c o nt e nt e d  i n hi d d e n n ess  ... S elf-  
ri g ht e o us s er vi c e is hi g hl y  c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  r es ults. 
Tr u e  s er vi c e is fr e e of  t h e n e e d  t o c al c ul at e  r es ults 
... S elf-ri g ht e o us  s er vi c e  pi c ks  a n d  c h o os es  w h o m  
t o s er v e. Tr u e  s er vi c e  is i n dis cri mi n at e i n its mi n 
istr y ... S elf-ri g ht e o us  s er vi c e  is aff e ct e d  b y  m o o ds  
a n d w hi ms.  Tr u e  s er vi c e mi nist ers  si m pl y a n d  
f ait hf ull y b e c a us e  t h er e is a  n e e d  ... S elf-ri g ht e o us  
s er vi c e is t e m p or ar y. Tr u e  s er vi c e is a  lif e-st yl e. It 
a cts fr o m i n gr ai n e d p att er ns  of  li vi n g. It s pri n gs  
s p o nt a n e o usl y t o m e et  h u m a n  n e e d  ... S elf-ri g h 
t e o us s er vi c e is wit h o ut  s e nsiti vit y. Tr u e  s er vi c e 
c a n  wit h h ol d  t h e s er vi c e as  fr e el y as  p erf or m  it. It 
c a n list e n wit h  t e n d er n ess a n d p ati e n c e  b ef or e
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N a m e  

A d dr ess  

Cit y  St at e  Zi p  

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d
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 0 3 6 0 8  0 0 1  9 6 . 0  
P A S T O R / M R S  D A V I D  
1 9 9 2  T I F F A N Y  L N  
J O N E S B O R O  G A  3 0 2 3 6

4.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e  of  b ei n g  s e w e d. It is a n  a ct  of  s u b missi o n 

a n d  s er vi c e t o all o w  ot h ers  t o s er v e us.

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

8.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e  of  b e ari n g  t h e b ur d e ns  of  e a c h  ot h er.  / zB e ar  
o n e  a n ot h er's  b ur d e ns,  a n d  s o  f ulfill t h e l a w of  C hrist ”  ( G al. 
6: 2).  T h e  / zl a w of  C hrist "  is t h e l a w of  l o v e, t h e "r o y al  l a w 〃 
as  J a m es c all e d  it (J as. 2: 8).  L o v e  is m ost  p erf e ctl y  f ulfill e d 
w h e n  w e  b e ar  t h e h urts  a n d s uff eri n gs of  e a c h ot h er,  
w e e pi n g  wit h  t h os e w h o  w e e p.

 

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

M o n o w.  G e or gi a  
N o n pr oltl  Or g.

T h e  Dis ci pli n e  of  S er vi c e
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 3)

a n d  p ati e n c e.  T o  list e n t o ot h ers  q ui ets  a n d  dis ci pli n es  t h e 
mi n d  t o list e n t o G o d.  It cr e at es  a n  i n w ar d w or ki n g  u p o n  t h e 
h e art  t h at tr a nsf or ms t h e aff e cti o ns,  e v e n t h e pri oriti es,  of  
t h e lif e. W h e n  w e  h a v e  gr o w n  d ull  i n list e ni n g t o G o d  w e  
w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o list e n t o ot h ers  i n sil e n c e  a n d  s e e if w e  d o  
n ot  h e ar  G o d.

6.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e  of  h os pit alit y.  T h er e  is a  d es p er at e  n e e d  
t o d a y f or h o m es  t h at c a n  b e  o p e n  t o o n e  aii ot h er. J ust a  
c h a n c e t o b e  t o g et h er a n d s h ar e —  t h at is t h e st uff of  
h os pit alit y.

5.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e of  c o m m o n c o urt es y. S u c h  d e e ds  of  
c o m p assi o n  h a v e  f all e n o n  h ar d  ti m es m  o ur  d a y.  As  P a ul  
c o u ns el e d  Tit us,  w e  ar e  "t o  b e  g e ntl e,  a n d  t o s h o w p erf e ct  
c o urt es y  t o w ar d all  m e n ”  ( Tit. 3: 2).  T h e  s er vi c e of  c o urt es y  
is s or el y n e e d e d  i n o ur  
d e p ers o n ali z e d  s o ci et y.

7.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e of  list e ni n g. T h e  first s er vi c e tli at o n e  
o w es  t o ot h ers  i n t h e f ell o ws hi p c o nsists i n list e ni n g t o 
t h e m. J ust  as  l o v e t o G o d  b e gi ns  wit h  list e ni n g t o His  W or d,  
s o t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  l o v e f or t h e br et hr e n  is l e ar ni n g t o list e n 
t o t h e m. T h e  m ost  i m p ort a nt r e q uir e m e nts ar e  c o m p assi o n

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns  
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  

o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  
a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e 
r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n. If t h e n u m b er  
is 9 6. 0,  i( e x pir es  wil h  t h e 
F e b ni ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 6.  
A  9 6. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  
J u n c/J ul y  e x pir ati o n.  T his  
m et h o d  will  assist  t h e 
s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  l a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

9.  Fi n all y,  t h er e is [ h e  s er vi c e  of  s h ari n g  t h e w or d  of  Lif e  wit h  o n e  
a n ot h er.  W e  ar e  d e p e n d e nt  u p o n  o n e  a n ot h er  t o r e c ei v e t h e 
f ull c o u ns el of  G o d.  T h e  s m all est m e m b er  c a n  bri n g  us  a  
w or d  —  w e  d ar e  n ot  d es pis e  t h e s er vi c e.

3.  T h er e  is t h e s er vi c e of  g u ar di n g  t h e r e p ut ati o n of  ot h ers.  Or,  
as B er n ar d  of  Cl air v a u x  p ut  it, t h e s er vi c e of  " C h arit y. "  
T h er e  is a  dis ci pli n e  i n h ol di n g  o n e's  t o n g u e t h at c a n  w or k  
w o n d ers  i n o ur  i n w ar d p ers o n.  N or  s h o ul d w e  b e  a  p art y  t o 
t h e sl a n d er o us t al k of  ot h ers.  G u ar di n g  t h e r e p ut ati o n of  

ot h ers  is a  d e e p  a n d  l asti n g s er vi c e.

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  • M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

S er vi c e  t h at is d ut y- m oti v at e d  br e at h es  d e at h.  S er vi c e  
t h at fl o ws o ut  of  o ur  i n w ar d p ers o n  is lif e, a n d  j o y a n d  
p e a c e.  Tli e  ris e n C hrist  b e c k o ns  us  t o t h e mi nistr y  of  t h e 
t o w el. P er h a ps  y o u  w o ul d  li k e t o b e gi n  b y  e x p eri ni e nti n g  
wit h  a  pr a y er  t h at a  n u m b er  of  us  h a v e  us e d.  B e gi n  t h e 
b y  pr a yi n g,  " L or d J es us, I w o ul d  s o a p pr e ci at e it if 
w o ul d  bri n g  m e  s o m e o n e t o d a y w h o m  I c a n  s er v e/' 

D e ar  R E S Tir u n o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e a s o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 l a m m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  - 1  yr  $ 1 2, 2  y n  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.  [ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U S  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.
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V ol u m e  8 5,  N u m b er  2  
D e c e m b er,  1 9 9 5  • J a n u ar y, 1 9 9 6

• T h e R estit uti o n  H er al d

I 
1  
i 
爨 * ；

" H e  will  b e  gr e at  a n d  will  b e  c all e d  t h e 

S o n  of  t h e M ost  Hi g h.  T h e  L or d  G o d  

will  gi v e  hi m  t h e t hr o n e of  his  f at h er 

D a vi d,  a n d  h e  will  r ei g n o v er  t h e h o us e  

of  J a c o b  f or e v er;

his  ki n g d o m  

will  n e v er

蜀 糠 k •: 嘤f
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A fr o m t h e E dit or

A d v e nt  a n d  C hrist m as

is c o mi n g  a g ai n.

▲  ▲▲  ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲▲

Lift  u p  y o ur  h e arts,

J effr e y Fl et c h er

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 5,  J A N U A R Y 1 9 9 62

r e mi n d us  n ot  o nl y  t h at 

J es us  c a m e,  b ut  t h at H e

1 3 0  W a y n e  St.
P o n c h at o ul a,  L A  7 0 4 5 4
E- m ail  a d dr ess:  jfl et c h @ e xitl.i- 5 5. c o m

w o ul d  d o  tli at k n o wi n g  t h at e v e nt u 
all y t h e p e o pl e  i n t h at c o m m u nit y  
w o ul d  kill  hi m ?  Y et  s o gr e at  is G o d 's 
l o v e f or us  t h at t his is e x a ctl y  w h at  H e  
di d  i n gi vi n g  us  His  S o n.

D uri n g  t his C hrist m as  s e as o n, it is 
m y  pr a y er  t h at y o u  will  n ot  t a k e f or 
gr a nt e d  G o d's  w o n dr o us  gift  of  His  
c h eris h e d  S o n.  M a y  y o u  tr ul y r efl e ct 
o n  t h e si g nifi c a n c e of  J es us as  t h e f ul
fill m e nt of  t h e pr o p h e ci es  fr o m G e n 
esis  t o M al a c hi.  M a y  y o u  e x p eri e n c e  a  
r e vit ali z ati o n of  y o ur  f ait h wit h  e a c h  
s y m b ol of  C hrist m as.  M a y  y o u  r e dis
c o v er  C hrist  as  y o u  si n g t h e ol d  s o n gs  
a n d  l e ar n t h e n e w  s o n gs. M a y  y o u  n ot  
o nl y  r e m e m b er b ut  a ct u all y e x p eri 
e n c e  t h e pr es e n c e  of  J es us as  y o u  p ar 
t a k e at  t h e L or d 怎  t a bl e.

A d v e nt  a n d C hrist m as  r e mi n d us  
n ot  o nl y  t h at J es us  c a m e,  b ut  t h at H e  is 
c o mi n g  a g ai n.  D uri n g  t his s e as o n, m a y  
y o u  l o o k h o p ef ull y  a n d  e x p e ct a ntl y  f or 
t h e c o mi n g  of  o ur  L or d  i n gl or y.  T h q  
d e at h  of  Pri m e  Mi nist er  R a bi n  f o c us e d' 

o ur  att e nti o n  b a c k  t o t h e gr a v e  of  a  
J e wis h m a n  i n Isr a el —  m a y  t h e d a y  
c o m e  s o o n  w h e n  all  t h e gr a v es  s h all  b e  
o p e n e d  i n Isr a el a n d  ar o u n d  t h e w orl d,  
w h e n  " all fl es h s h all s e e t h e s al v ati o n  
of  G o d. 〃

F or  t h os e of  y o u  u p  n ort h,  e nj o y  t h e 
s n o w  as  a  gift  of  G o d  a n d  as  a  r e mi n d er 
of  h o w  G o d  h as  w as h e d  a w a y e v er y  
st ai n  of  si n t hr o u g h t h e bl o o d  of  J es us. 
D o n't  t a k e it f or gr a nt e d.

W ell,  I' m b a c k  . . . I a p pr e ci at e  t h e 
e arl y r es p o ns es fr o m t h e O ct./ N o v.  
iss u e t h at I g ot  fr o m m a n y  of  y o u.  I n 
a d diti o n  t o tr a diti o n al U. S.  m ail,  I a m  
n o w  a v ail a bl e  f or y o ur  c o m m e nts  vi a  
E- m ail.  I'll gi v e  y o u  t h at a d dr ess  at  t h e 
e n d  of  t his m ess a g e.

O ur  f a mil y s p e nt  T h a n ks gi vi n g  wit h  
o ur  r el ati v es i n O hi o.  M y  y o u n g er  c hil 
dr e n  w er e  i ntr o d u c e d t o a  br a n d  n e w  
p h e n o m e n o n,  S N O W!  Y o u  s e e, w e  
d o n't  g et  m u c h  s n o w d o w n  h er e  i n 
L o uisi ci n a,  m a y b e  o n c e  e v er y  1 0  y e ars,  
s o m y  y o u n g est  c hil dr e n h a d  n e v er  
e x p eri e n c e d  t h e c ol d,  fr ost y w hit e  p o w 
d er.

Ifs f u n n y h o w  w e  t a k e t hi n gs f or 
gr a nt e d.  W h e n  I li v e d lit Ill m ois w e  
h a d  s n o w fr o m D e c e m b er  t hr o u g h 
M ar c h  a n d  n e v er  t h o u g ht m u c h  a b o ut  
it. Til  n e v er  f or g et t h e d a y  w h e n  I t o o k 
M ari o  Ol c es e  t o C hi c a g o.  M ari o  w as  
fr o m P er u  a n d  h a d  n e v er  s e e n s n o w i n 
his  lif e. As  w e  g ot  cl os er t o C hi c a g o,  
M ari o  l o o k e d o ut  his  wi n d o w  a n d  s a w  
a  hillsi d e  c o v er e d  wit h  s n o w. H e  s ai d  
t h at h e  h a d  h e ar d  a b o ut s n o w a n d  
i m a gi n e d w h at  it l o o k e d li k e, b ut  h e  
h a d  n e v er  b ef or e  e x p eri e n c e d  t h e v ast  
w hit e n ess  of  s n o w. H e  s ai d t h at n o w  
h e  c o ul d tr ul y u n d erst a n d  t h e w or ds  
of  D a vi d  i n Ps al m  5 1,  " W as h  m e  a n d  I 
s h all  b e  w hit er  t h a n s n o w. "  I h a d  t a k e n 
s n o w f or gr a nt e d,  b ut  f or M ari o  it w as  
a  w h ol e  n e w  e x p eri e n c e.

H o w  oft e n  d o  w e  t a k e f or gr a nt e d  
t h e w o n d erf ul  tr ut hs of  G o d ?  J es us, 
G o d's  o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  w as  b o m  of  
t h e vir gi n  M ar y  i n a  st a bl e  i n B et hl e h e m.  
W e' v e  h e ar d  t h e st or y c o u ntl ess  ti m es 
si n c e w e  w er e  c hil dr e n.  It is s o f a mili ar 
t h at s o m eti m es it l os es its s e ns e of  
pr of o u n d n ess.  G o d  all o w e d  His  p er 
f e ct a n d  si nl ess  S o n  t o b e  b or n  a n d  li v e 
a m o n g  si nf ul p e o pl e.  H o w  m a n y  of  us  
w o ul d  t a k e o ur  n e w b or n  s o n i nt o t h e 
i n n er cit y  sl u ms a n d  l e a v e hi m  wit h  a  
f a mil y t o r ais e hi m ?  H o w  m a n y  of  us
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E DI T O R

J E F F  F L E T C H E R

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B LI S HI N G

D A NI E L  S M E A D

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R

J A S O N  C A T LI N

T Y P E S E H E R

A M Y  B E R R Y

A D D R E S S  M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s t t r hi o n  H e r a l d , A T T N  MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R.

P  O.  B O X  1 0 0. 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0  ( E- M AI L 
) A D D R E S S: ml b c @i x  n ct c o m. c o m ).

T h e  Hist or y  of  t h e F esti v al  of  C hrist m as  
b y  M art h a  Zi m m er m a n

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  8 5,  N U M B E R  2:  D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 5,  J A N U A R Y,  1 9 9 6

T h e  R E sr n x m o N  H e r a l d  I S O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  B Y  

T H E C H U R C H O F G O D G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E. A N O N-  

P R O n T C H Rl S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T 5 8 2 3  

T R A M M E L L  R O A D,  P  O  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W.  G A  

3 0 2 6 0.  T H E H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s ti w ti o n  H e r a l d . A T T N:  J E F F  F L E T C H E R,  1 3 0  

W A Y N E  S T.,  P O N C H A T O U L A.  L A  7 0 4 5 4  ( E- M AI L

A D D R E S S  j n ci c h @ e xitl.i- 5 5. c o m).

“ W e  C hristi a ns  ar e  a  str a n g e l ot” ： A  P o e m  

b y  M uri el  H a as

・  T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R.  8: 6);

・  T H E  H O L Y S PI RI T  I S G O D  S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8):

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T 1 6  1 6).  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  ( 1 TI M.  2: 5).
-T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M.  

3- 1 6);
・  T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A  1 4 6: 4);

・  T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  

LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3. 3):

・  T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5  2 8);

・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  (I 

C O R  1 5: 5 3. 5 4);

・  T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1  ： 8);
・  T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O FI S R A E L  A S T H E  KI N G 

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);
・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 

8: 1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N 

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0. 1- 3):
・  T H E  " R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y 

P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N"  ( A C T S 3: 2 1).

-I T A L S O  FI R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  
I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  

T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 S).  A N D  A  C O N S E 

C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.

T h e  Pr o p h eti c  Pr es e nt  
b y  H ollis  P artl o w e
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A  S a vi or  h as  j ust b e e n  

b or n  i n D a vi d's  t o w n, 

a  S a vi or  w h o  is

A n  E v e nt  f or E v er y o n e

T h er e  w er e  s h e e p h er d ers c a m pi n g  
i n t h e n ei g h b or h o o d.  T h e y  h a d  s et  ni g ht  
w at c h es  o v er  t h eir s h e e p. S u d d e nl y,  
G o d's  a n g el st o o d a m o n g t h e m a n d  
G o d's  gl or y  bl a z e d  ar o u n d  t h e m. T h e y

At  o n c e  t h e a n g el  w as  j oi n e d b y  a  
h u g e  a n g eli c c h oir si n gi n g G o d's  
pr ais es:

Gl or y  t o G o d  i n t h e h e a v e nl y  h ei g hts,  

P e a c e  t o all  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o n  e art h  

w h o  pl e as e  hi m.

As  t h e a n g el c h oir wit h dr e w  i nt o 
h e a v e n,  t h e s h e e p h er d ers  t al k e d it o v er.  
" L et's  g et  o v er  t o B et hl e h e m  as  f ast as  
w e  c a n  a n d  s e e f or o urs el v es  w h at  G o d  
h as  r e v e al e d t o us. 〃  T h e y  l eft, r u n ni n g, 
a n d f o u n d M ar y  a n d  J os e p h, a n d  t h e 
b a b y  l yi n g i n t h e m a n g er.  S e ei n g  w as  
b eli e vi n g.  T h e y  t ol d e v er y o n e  t h e y m et  
w h at  t h e a n g els h a d  s ai d a b o ut t hi % 
c hil d.  All  w h o  h e ar d  t h e s h e e p h er d erJ  

w er e  i m pr ess e d.
M ar y  k e pt  all  t h es e t hi n gs t o h ers elf,  

h ol di n g  t h e m d e ar,  d e e p  wit hi n  h er 
s elf. T h e  s h e e p h er d ers r et ur n e d a n d  
l et l o os e, gl orif yi n g  a n d  pr aisi n g  G o d  
f or e v er yt hi n g  t h e y h a d  h e ar d  a n d  s e e n.  
It t ur n e d o ut  e x a ctl y t h e w a y  t h e y' d 
b e e n  t ol d! 

— S cri pt ur e  q u ot ati o ns  fr o m T h e  M ess a g e.
© 1 9 9 3 z 1 9 9 4 z 1 9 9 5.  Us e d  b y  p er missi o n  of

N a v Pr ess  P u blis hi n g  Gr o u p.

B O U T  T H A T  TI M E  C a es ar  
A u g ust us  or d er e d  a c e ns us  
t o b e  t a k e n t hr o u g h o ut t h e 

E m pir e. T his  w as  t h e first c e ns us  w h e n  
Q uiri ni us  w as  g o v er n or  of  S yri a.  
E v er y o n e  h a d  t o tr a v el t o his  o w n  
a n c estr al h o m et o w n  t o b e  a c c o u nt e d  
f or. S o  J os e p h w e nt  fr o m t h e G alil e a n  
t o w n of  N a z ar et h  u p  t o B et hl e h e m  i n 
J u d a h, D a vi d's  t o w n, f or t h e c e ns us.  
As  a  d es c e n d a nt  of  D a vi d,  h e  h a d  t o g o  
t h er e. H e  w e nt  wit h  M ar y,  his  fi a n c e e, 
w h o  w as  pr e g n a nt.

W hil e  t h e y w er e  t h er e, t h e ti m e c a m e  
f or h er  t o gi v e  birt h.  S h e  g a v e  birt h  t o 
a  s o n, h er  first b or n. S h e  wr a p p e d  hi m  
i n a  bl a n k et  a n d  l ai d hi m  i n a  m a n g er,  
b e c a us e  t h er e w as  n o  r o o m i n t h e h ost el.

w er e  t errifi e d. T h e  a n g el  s ai d, " D o n't  
b e  afr ai d.  I' m h er e  t o a n n o u n c e  a  gr e at  
a n d  j o yf ul e v e nt  t h at 
is m e a nt  f or e v er y 
b o d y,  w orl d wi d e:  A  
S a vi or  h as  j ust b e e n  
b or n  i n D a vi d 怎  t o w n, 
a S a vi or w h o  is 
M essi a h  a n d M ast er.  
T his  is w h at  y o u'r e  t o 

a b a b y  
wr a p p e d  i n a  bl a n k et  
a n d l yi n g i n a  
m a n g er. "
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R e m e m br a n c e

N E  O F  M Y  F A V O RI T E  st o 
ri es a b o ut  m y  gr a n df at h er,  
EJ.  D e m mitt,  o c c urr e d  

w h e n  t h e Or e g o n  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  C h o 
r al e t o ur e d O hi o  a n d  t h e m e m b ers  vis 
it e d o ur  f ar m f or a n  aft er n o o n  of  r e cr e
ati o n.

O n e  c h or al e m e m b er  r et ur n e d t o 
t h e gr o u p  a n d  s ai d t h at h e  h a d  s p e nt  
t h e aft er n o o n  ri di n g o n  a tr a ct or wit h  
o ur  " hir e d  m a n. "  Si n c e  w e  di d n't  h a v e  
a n y o n e  w or ki n g  f or us  at  t h e ti m e, m y  
br ot h er  Al a n  q u esti o n e d  hi m  r at h er 
cl os el y  a b o ut  t his e n c o u nt er.  It s e e m e d  
t h at t his a n o n y m o us  c h or al e  m e m b er  
h a d  m et  a n  ol d er  m a n  w or ki n g  i n t h e 
fi el d a n d  h a d  a c c e pt e d  a n  off er  t o ri d e 
wit h  hi m  o n  t h e tr a ct or. T h e  ol d er  m a n  
t al k e d t o hi m  a b o ut  t h e f ar m, its his 
t or y a n d  t h e w or k  t h at h e  w as  d oi n g,  
b ut  n e v er  b ot h er e d  t o gi v e  his  n a m e.

Aft er  g etti n g  a b ett er  d es cri pti o n  
t h a n "t h e  hir e d  m a n, "  Al a n  fi g ur e d o ut  
t h at t his m yst eri o us  h ost  w as  n o n e  
ot h er  t h a n o ur  gr a n df at h er,  t h e o w n er  
of  t h e f ar m. Al a n  gr e atl y  e nj o y e d  r e
t elli n g t h e st or y t h at ni g ht  at  t h e Br us h  
Cr e e k  C h ur c h  of  G o d  a n d l at er t o 
Gr a n d p a zs  fri e n ds, b ut  n o b o d y  e nj o y e d  
t h e st or y m or e  t h a n Gr a n d p a.  Y e ars  
l at er, h e  w o ul d  as k t h at u nf ort u n at e  
c h or al e  m e m b er,  " R e m e m b er  m e ?  I' m 
t h e hir e d  m a n. 〃

I h o p e  J es us h as  
h u m or.

H o w  m a n y  p e o pl e  t hr o u g h o ut t h es e 
n e arl y  t w o mill e n ni a  h a v e  c all e d  u p o n  
J es us  f or s al v ati o n,  h a v e  tr ust e d i n Hi m  
a n d  li v e d t h eir li v es f or Hi m z b ut  h a v e  
h a d  gr e atl y  di v er g e nt  vi e ws  o n  w h o  
H e  is ? If J es us o nl y  r es p o n ds t o t h os e 
w h o  h a v e  a  t ot all y c orr e ct  u n d erst a n d-  
i n g of  Hi m,  m ost,  if n ot  all  t h es e w h o  
ar e  c all e d  C hristi a ns,  will  b e  v er y  dis-  
a p p oi nt e d.

W e'r e  f ort u n at e t h at t his d o es n't  
a p p e ar  t o b e  t h e c as e.  E v e n  i n t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  w e  e n c o u nt er  p e o pl e  wit h  
f o g g y i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  J es us  w h o  ar e  
bl ess e d  b y  Hi m.  Di d  t h e s h e p h er ds  
k n o w t h at J es us w as  G o d's  S o n ?  
Si m e o n,  w h o  bl ess e d  J es us i n L u k e  2,  
k n e w  t h at J es us w as  t h e M essi a h,  b ut  
c o ul d  h e  i m a gi n e all t h at w o ul d  h a p 
p e n  i n His  e art hl y  mi nistr y ?

T hi n k  of  t h e bli n d  m a n  h e al e d  i n 
J o h n  9.  Aft er  t h e h e ali n g,  t h e P h aris e es  
i nt err o g at e d hi m  as  t h e y s o u g ht  t o bri n g  
c h ar g es  a g ai nst  J es us  f or h e ali n g  o n  t h e 
S a b b at h.  W h e n  t h e y t ol d t h e f or m er 
bli n d  m a n  t h at J es us w as  a  si n n er, h e  
r e pli e d, Z/ I d o  n ot  k n o w  w h et h er  h e  is a  
si n n er. O n e  t hi n g I d o  k n o w,  t h at 
t h o u g h I w as  bli n d,  n o w  I s e e ” (J o h n 
9: 2 5 z N R S V).

J es us Hi ms elf  r ef us e d t o ar g u e  wit h  
t h e P h aris e es  o v er  t h e ol o gi c al titl es. I n 
J o h n 1 0,  t h e P h aris e es  a c c us e  J es us of  
bl as p h e m y  b e c a us e  t h e y s a y t h at H e  is 
m a ki n g  Hi ms elf  o ut  t o b e  G o d.  J es us  
c o u nt ers  b y  s a yi n g t h at S cri pt ur e  h as  
c all e d  ot h er  p e o pl e  g o ds  a n d  t h at H e  is 
a ct u all y  cl ai mi n g  t o b e  G o d's  S o n,  b ut  
t h e n H e  l a ys d o w n  t his c h all e n g e:  "If  I 
a m  n ot  d oi n g  t h e w or ks  of  m y  F at h er,  
t h e n d o  n ot  b eli e v e  m e.  B utifl d o  t h e m, 
e v e n t h o u g h y o u  d o  n ot  b eli e v e  m e z 
b eli e v e  t h e w or ks,  s o t h at y o u  m a y  
k n o w  a n d  u n d erst a n d  t h at t h e F at h er  
is i n m e  a n d  I a m  i n t h e F at h er ”  (J o h n 
1 0: 3 7- 3 8,  N R S V).

T h es e  v ers es  pr o m pt e d  o n e  s e mi 
n ar y  pr of ess or  t o s a y t h at i nst e a d of  
h a vi n g  r e d-l ett er e diti o ns  of  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  w hi c h  hi g hli g ht  t h e w or ds  
of  J es us, t h e r e d l ett ers s h o ul d hi g h 
li g ht t h e a cti o ns  of  J es us. T his  s h o ul d  
c ert ai nl y t ell us  t h at a c o nf essi o n of  
J es us as L or d  is n ot  j ust a n a bstr a ct  
t h e ol o gi c al t h o u g ht b ut  a  st at e m e nt  of



J o h n 1: 1 4 e m p h asi z e d t h e

is L or d,  t o t h e gl or y  of  G o d  t h e F at h er -
a  c o m-
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p o u n d  w or d.
c o nf essi o n  of  t h e

of,  a d o pt,  or  cr e at e,  its m e a ni n g  is b et 
t er e x pl ai n e d  b y  t h e E n glis h  w or d  g e 
n us,  m e a ni n g  " A gr o u p  of  a ni m als  or  
pl a nts  wit hi n  a f a mil y, cl os el y c o n 
n e ct e d  b y  c o m m o n c h ar a ct eristi cs z, 
( N e w W e bst er  s Li br a n/ of  Pr a cti c al  I nf or- 
m ati o n).

A c c or di n g  t o T h e  N e w  I nt e ni ati o n al 
Di cti o n ar y  of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  e dit e d  
b y  C oli n  Br o w n,  i n o n o g e n es lit er all y 
m e a ns  " of  a  si n gl e  ki n d. "  J er o m e tr a ns- 

" o nl y b e g ott e n "  i n t h e

a c c e pt a n c e  of His  a cti o ns  a n d  His  t e a c h
i n gs.

A g ai n,  alt h o u g h  I b eli e v e  t h at w e  
ar e  h el d  a c c o u nt a bl e  f or o ur  t e a c hi n g, 
f or t h e t hi n gs t h at w e  d o  a n d  t h e atti 
t u d es w e  h ol d  b e c a us e  of  o ur  b eli efs,  I 
h o p e  t h at w e  ar e n't  e x p e ct e d  t o h a v e  a  
t ot all y 1 0 0  p er c e nt  a c c ur at e  m et a p h ysi 
c al  a n d  o nt ol o gi c al  vi e w  of  w h o  J es us 
is a n d  h o w  G o d  h as  w or k e d  t hr o u g h 
Hi m.  I h o p e  w e  d o n't  e v e n h a v e  t o 
k n o w  w h at  m et a p h ysi cs  a n d o nt ol o g y  
m e a n.

I s a y t his b e c a us e  I k n o w  t h at at  
ti m es m y  t hi n ki n g h as  b e e n  i n a c c ur at e 
a n d  it is al w a ys  i n c o m pl et e. I dis c o v 
er e d  t h at a g ai n  as  I c o nsi d er e d  t h e titl e 
of  t his arti cl e,  J es us,  G o d's  O nl y  B e g ott e n  
S o n. W h e n  I w as  gi v e n t h at titl e, I 
i m m e di at el y t h o u g ht of  t h e w a y  t h e 
N e w  I nt er n ati o n al, R e vis e d  St a n d ar d,  
a n d N e w  R e vis e d  St a n d ar d  v ersi o ns  
tr a nsl at e J o h n  3: 1 6  as  G o d  s e n di n g His  
z/o n e  a n d  o nl y  s o n " or  " o nl y s o n " i n
st e a d of  His  " o nl y  b e g ott e n  s o n. "

I h a d  al w a ys  ass u m e d  t h at v ers e  as  
w ell  as
u ni q u e n ess  of  J es us, t h e o nl y  p ers o n  
w h o  w as  b o m  as t h e S o n  of  G o d  i n
st e a d  of  r e b or n t hr o u g h t h e a ct  of  c o n 
v ersi o n.  I t h o u g ht it e m p h asi z e d His  
vir gi n  birt h  a n d t h e H ol y  S pirit's  r ol e 
i n J es us * c o n c e pti o n.

I w as  wr o n g.  W hil e  J es us w as  b or n  
of  a  vir gi n  a n d  is t h e o nl y  p ers o n  w h o  
h as  n e v er  b e e n  a n yt hi n g ot h er  t h a n 
G o d's  c hil d,  b y  n at ur e  a  s o n a n d  n ot  
a d o pt e d, t h es e v ers es  ar e  n ot  s p e cifi 
c all y  r ef erri n g t o t h os e tr ut hs. T h e y  ar e  
si m pl y  e m p h asi zi n g  t h e u ni q u e n ess  of  
J es us i n all  as p e cts.

T h e m o d er n  tr a nsl ati o ns of  
m o n o g e n es,  w hi c h  t h e Ki n gj a m es  tr a ns
l at es as  " o nl y  b e g ott e n/'  ar e  pr ef err e d  
o n  li n g uisti c a n d  t h e ol o gi c al gr o u n ds,  
as  w ell  as  i n t h e a p pli c ati o n  of  t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  st at e m e nts  t h at t h e M essi a h  
w o ul d  b e  b e g ott e n  of  G o d.

Li n g uisti c all y,  m o n o g e n es  is
'M o n os  is oft e n  us e d  i n t h e 

o n e  G o d  (J o h n 1 7: 3;  
R o m.  1 6: 2 7;  1 Ti m.  1: 1 7;  6: 1 5).  W h U e  
g e n es  is dist a ntl y  r el at e d t o g eii n a o,  
w hi c h  m e a ns  b e g et,  b e c o m e  t h e f at h er

l at e d it as
V ul g at e,  w hi c h  pr o b a bl y  e x pl ai ns  w h y  
it w as  tr a nsl at e d t h at w a y  i n t h e Ki n g  
J a m es Bi bl e.  J er o m e us e d  t h at tr a nsl a
ti o n t o c o u nt er t h e Ari a n  b eli ef  t h at 
J es us w as  m a d e  a n d  n ot  b o m.

T h e  Ari a n- Tri nit ari a n  c o ntr o v ers y  
di d  i n cl u d e dis a gr e e m e nt  c o n c er ni n g  
J es us' ori gi n.  Ari us  cl ai m e d  t h at J es us 
w as  a  cr e at e d  b ei n g,  alt h o u g h  His  cr e 
ati o n o c c urr e d  b ef or e  a n yt hi n g els e.  
At h ci n asi us  t a u g ht t h at J es us  w as  ̂ et er 
n all y  b e g ott e n ” ( cf. t h e Ni c e n e  Cr e e d:  
“ a n d  i n o n e  L or d  J es us  C hrist,  t h e o nl y-  
b e g ott e n  S o n  of  G o d,  b e g ott e n  of  t h e 
F at h er  b ef or e  all w orl ds ").  W hil e  t h e 
l a n g u a g e of  t h e Ni c e n e  Cr e e d  is n't bi b 
li c al, it still d o es n't  r e q uir e t h e p er 
s o n al pr e e xist e n c e  of  J es us z w hil e  t h e 
Ari a n  c o n c e pt  of  a  cr e at e d  b ei n g  d o es.

T o  s e e h o w  J es us c o ul d  b e  et er n all y  
b e g ott e n,  w e  m ust  l o o k at  G o d  s p e a k 
i n g of  t h e b e g etti n g  of  t h e ki n g  i n t h e 
Ol d  T est a m e nt:  "I  will  t ell of  t h e d e cr e e  
of  t h e L O R D:  H e  s ai d t o m e,  ' Y o u ar e  
m y  s o n; t o d a y I h a v e  b e g ott e n  y o u' 〃  
( Ps al m 2: 7 Z N R S V).

Si n c e  t his S cri pt ur e  is a p pli e d t o 
J es us s e v er al ti m es i n t h e N e w  T est a 
m e nt  ( A cts 1 3: 3 3;  H e b.  1: 5;  5: 5) z G o d  
c o ul d h a v e  b e e n  a n n o u n ci n g His  f a
t h er h o o d of  t h e M essi a h  w h e n  H e  m a d e  
t his pr o n o u n c e m e nt  f or t h e ki n g.  T his  
d o es n't  r e q uir e t h at J es us p ers o n all y  
e xist e d  at  t h at ti m e as  a  disti n ct  e ntit y  
fr o m t h e mi n d  of  G o d  b ut  it m e a ns  t h at 
G o d  c o ul d h a v e  d e cr e e d  t h e F at h er-  
S o n  r el ati o ns hi p fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g.

It's i nt er esti n g t h at t h e N e w  T est a 
m e nt  writ ers  d o n't  a p pl y  Ps al m  2: 7  t o 
t h e birt h  of  J es us.  I n A cts,  L u k e  r e c or ds 
P a ul  as a p pl yi n g  t h e Ps al m  t o J es us'  
r es urr e cti o n, w hil e  t h e writ er  of  H e 

br e ws  a p pli es it t o J es us b ei n g  a p 
p oi nt e d  t h e hi g h  pri est.  I n a v ari a nt  
r e a di n g of  L u k e  3: 2 2,  it is a p pli e d  t o t h e 
b a ptis m  of  J es us. T h er ef or e,  b ei n g  b e 
g ott e n  d o es n't  iii v ol v e a n  e m p h asis  o n  
t h e vir gi n  birt h  b ut  u p o n  G o d's  a c c e p 
t a n c e of  J es us as  t h e M essi ali.

I d o n't  li k e t h e us e  of  o nl y,  as i n 
eitl'i er  " o nl y b e g ott e n "  or  / zo nl y  s o n, "  
b e c a us e  n eit h er  is t h e ol o gi c all y tr u e. 
T h e  c o n c e pt of  b e g etti n g  is m u c h  
br o a d er  t h a n t h e bi ol o gi c al  a ct  of  c o n 
c e pti o n. It i n cl u d es t h os e w h o  ar e  
a d o pt e d  as  c hil dr e n  of  G o d.  J es us is n't 
t h e o nl y  c hil d of  G o d  —  H e  is t h e 
u ni q u e  or  o n e  of  a  kiii d  S o n.

T his  is br o u g ht  o ut  i n J o h n 1. I n 
v ers e  1 2,  t h os e w h o  b eli e v e d  i n J es us 
w er e  gi v e n  p o w er  t o b e  c hil dr e n of  
G o d,  a n d  i n v ers e  1 3  t h e y ar e  d es cri b e d  
as  b e g ott e n  b y  t h e will  of  G o d.  T h er e 
f or e, J es us w o ul d n't  b e  d es cri b e d  as  
t h e o nl y  b e g ott e n  i n v ers e  1 4 w h e n  
J o h n h as  j ust s ai d t h at b eli e v ers  ar e  
b e g ott e n.

T h e  e m p h asis  t h e n of  J o hii 1: 1 4  a n d  
3: 1 6  is t h e u ni q u e n ess  of  J es us. H e  is 
o n e  of  a  ki n d.  T h er e  is n o  o n e  els e  li k e 
Hi m.

It is t h e c o m bi n ati o n  of  t h e u ni q u e  
s uit a bilit y of  J es us f or t h e w or k  G o d  
h a d  gi v e n  Hi m  a n d  t h e n His  willi n g 
n ess t o c o m pl et e t h at w or k  w hi c h  
m a k es  Hi m  o ur  S a vi or.  I n H e br e ws  
5: 8, 9  w e  r e a d, "  Alt h o u g h  h e  w as  a  s o n, 
h e  l e ar n e d o b e di e n c e  tlir o u g h t h e t hi n gs 
h e  s uff er e d: a n d  h a vi n g  b e c o m e  p er 
f e ct, h e  b e c a m e  t h e s o ur c e of  et er n al  
s al v ati o n f or all  w h o  o b e y  hi m. "

T h e  a p ostl e P a ul  n ot es  t his s a m e  
tr ut h i n P hili p pi a ns  2, c o n cl u di n g,  
" T h er ef or e  G o d  als o  hi g hl y  e x alt e d  hi m  
a n d  g a v e  hi m  t h e n a m e  t h at is a b o v e  
e v er y n a m e,  s o t h at at t h e n a m e  of  
J es us  e v er y  k n e e  s h o ul d  b e n d,  i n h e a v e n  
a n d  o n  e art h  a n d  u n d er  t h e e art h,  a n d  
e v er y  t o n g u e c o nf ess  t h at J es us C hrist  
is L or d,  t o t h e gl or y  of  G o d  t h e F at h er ”  
( P hil. 2: 9- 1 1,  N R S V).

O ur  r es p o ns e t o t h e u ni q u e  p ers o n  
a n d w or k  of  J es us is s e e n i n o ur  r e
s p o ns e t o His  L or ds hi p  i n o ur  li v es. 
M a y  t h at t h o u g ht li g ht o ur  w a y  i n t his 
C hrist m as  s e as o n. 
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T h e  o bs er v a n c e  w as  i nt e n d e d
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D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 5,  J A N U A R Y 1 9 9 6 7 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

t o dr a w  p e o pl e  a w a y  fr o m 

s u p erstiti o n a n d  m yt h  i n 

or d er  t o b e  b ett er  a bl e  t o

i nt e n d e d t o b e  
c orr e cti v e. "  It w as

卞 A  Q  
R e m e m br a n c e

H E  C H RI S TI A N  Y E A R  b e gi ns  
wit h  t h e birt h  of  a b a b y.  N o  
o n e  k n o ws  t h e e x a ct  d a y  w h e n  

J es us  w as  b o m.  P er h a ps  G o d  pr es e nt e d  
Hi m  d uri n g  t h e "l a m bi n g " s e as o n. H e  
w as  b or n  i n a st a bl e, t h e first b or n, a n  
u n bl e mis h e d  m al e.  It w as  a p erf e ct  
pl a c e  f or t h e Littl e  L a m b  t o a p p e ar.  H e  
w as  g e ntl y  l ai d i n a m a n g er  w h er e  
a ni m als  c a m e  t o f e e d. E v er y o n e  l o v es 
t o s e e a  n e w  b a b y.  I' m s ur e t his b a b y  
w as  n o  e x c e pti o n. M a n y  fr o m t h e 
vill a g e  of  B et hl e h e m  w o ul d  h a v e  g o n e  
t o s e e Hi m.  Aft er  all,  t h er e w er e  l ots of  
r el ati v es i n t o w n f or t h e r e gistr ati o n. 
O nl y  t w o gr o u ps  of  visit ors  w er e  
m e nti o n e d  f or a si g nifi c a nt p ur p os e.  
S h e p h er ds  g at h er e d  t o l o v e a n d  a d or e  
Hi m:  / zT h e  L a m b  of  G o d. "  Ki n gs  
j o ur n e y e d t o h o n or  a n d  w ors hi p  Hi m:  
" T h e Ki n g  of  Ki n gs. "  T h e  pr o p h e ci es  
c o n c er ni n g M essi a h  f o c us e d o n  His  
d o u bl e  a n oi nti n g.  W e  ar e  t o k n o w  Hi m  
b ot h  as t h e L a m b  of  G o d,  w h o  w as  
s a crifi c e d t o c o v er  o ur  si ns, a n d  as  t h e 
Ki n g  of  Ki n gs,  w h o  will  r et ur n t o r ei g n 
i n p o w er  a n d  gl or y.

D e c e m b er  2 5,  t h e d at e  assi g n e d t o 
r e m e m b er t h e birt h  ofj es us,  is pr o b a bl y  
t h e b est- k n o w n  f a ct of t h e w h ol e  
c el e br ati o n.  Aft er  t h at, e v er yt hi n g  g ets  
a littl e f u z z y. T h e  d at e f or t h e 
c el e br ati o n of C hrist m as w as  
s p e cifi c all y c h os e n  a n d  i ntr o d u c e d t o 
C hristi a n  b eli e v ers  i n or d er  t o c o u nt er  
t h e p a g a n  f e ast of  t h e 〃s u n ・ g o d, 〃  w hi c h  
w as  a  p o p ul ar  " wi nt er  s olsti c e "  f esti v al 
h el d  i n R o m e.  T his  w as  a si g nifi c a nt 
c el e br ati o n  i n t h e c ult  of  Mit hr as,  a n d  
w as  r ef err e d t o as  t h e birt h d a y  of  t h e 
"I n vi n ci bl e  S u n.' 〃

I n l at e D e c e m b er  t h e s u n w as  
r e a c hi n g its s o ut h er n m ost  p oi nt  i n t h e 
s k y.  As  t h e d a ys  gr e w  s h ort er,  it s e e m e d  
t o t h e p e o pl e  t h at t h e s u n  w as z/r u n ni n g

f o c us o n  t h e tr ut h.

a w a y. " O ut  of  f e ar, t h eir c el e br ati o ns  
w er e  d esi g n e d  t o " c o a x  
r et ur n n ort h  a g ai n.

T h e  C hristi a n  c el e br ati o n w as  
a "t h e ol o gi c al  

c h os e n  d eli b er at el y  
t o r e c o g ni z e a n d  pr o cl ai m  t h at C hrist  
w as  b or n  i nt o a  d ar k  w orl d  a n d  t h at H e  
is t h e tr u e s o ur c e of li g ht. C hristi a ns  
w a nt e d  t o c el e br at e  n ot  t h e li g ht c oi ni n g  
b a c k  i nt o t h e s k y,  b ut  r at h er t h e birt h  of  
t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w h o  is t h e Li g ht  of  t h e 
W orl d.  T h e  o bs er v a n c e  w as  i nt e n d e d 
t o dr a w  p e o pl e  a w a y  fr o m s u p erstiti o n  
a n d  m yt h  i n or d er  t o b e  b ett er  a bl e  t o 
f o c us o n t h e tr ut h. N ot hi n g  h as  
c h a n g e d.  T h e  b attl e  b et w e e n  tr ut h a n d  
s u p erstiti o us rit u al c o nti n u es.

A d v e nt  b e g a n  j ust o utsi d e  t h e g at e  
of  t h e G ar d e n  of  E d e n.  Fr o m  t h e v er y  
m o m e nt  A d a m  a n d  E v e  st e p p e d o ut  of  
" p erf e cti o n " a n d w al k e d  i nt o t h e 
d ar k n ess  of  t h e w orl d,  t h e y n e e d e d  t o 
b e  r e d e e m e d.

T h e  p e o pl e  of  Isr a el li v e d wit h  G o d's  
Pr o mis e  t h at H e  w o ul d  s e n d a  S a vi or.  
T h e  p eri o d  of  w aiti n g  m ust  h a v e  
s e e m e d  e n dl ess.  H a v e  y o u  e v er  w ait e d  
f or s o m e o n e,  a  fri e n d y o u  h a v e n't  s e e n 
f or a  l o n g ti m e ? Y o u  w er e n't  s ur e  of  t h e 
e x a ct  arri v al  ti m e. W h e n  y o u  h e ar d  t h e 
s o u n d of  a c ar, y o u  r us h e d t o t h e 
wi n d o w  o nl y  t o b e  dis a p p oi nt e d  as  it 
p ass e d  o n  d o w n  t h e str e et.

A d d  t o t h os e f e eli n gs y e ars  of  e xil e  
a n d  i nt er mitt e nt pr ol o n g e d  o p pr essi o n  
a n d p ers e c uti o n.  M e n  of  f ait h li k e 
A br a h a m,  Is a a c, J a c o b, N o a h,  t h e 
pr o p h ets, Is ai a h, a n d J er e mi a h  
c o nti n u e d  t o ass ur e  t h e p e o pl e  t h at o n e  
d a y  M essi a h  z v o ul d  c o m e. C ert ai nl y  t h er e 
w as  e n o u g h  e vi d e n c e  t h at G o d  al w a ys  
k e e ps  a  pr o mis e!  I c a n't  h el p  b ut  as k  
m ys elf,  if I di d n't  k n o w  t h e e n d  of  t h e 
st or y  w o ul d  I h a v e  b e e n  p ati e nt ?  W o ul d
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*  Fr o m  C el e br ati n g  t h e C hristi a n  Y e ar  b y  
M art h a  Zi m m er m a n,  Mi n n e a p olis,  M N:  
B et h a n y  H o us e  P u blis h ers,  © 1 9 9 3 z p p.  2 2-  
2 6.

' Mit hr as w as  t h e P ersi a n  g o d  of  li g ht 
a n d  g u ar di a n  a g ai nst  e vil,  oft e n  i d e ntifi e d 
wit h  t h e s u n.

Ir o ni c all y, D e c e m b er  is t h e b usi est  a n d  
m ost  distr a cti n g  s e as o n of  t h e y e ar.  
P e o pl e  ar e  pr e o c c u pi e d  wit h  s h o p pi n g,
p arti es,  a n d  l o n g lists of  t hi n gs t o d o.  I n 
all  of  t h e r us h, h o w  c a n  w e  pr e p ar e  o ur  
h e arts  f or t h e c o mi n g  of  C hrist ?

G etti n g  r e a d y f or His  c o mi n g h as  
m or e  t h a n o n e  m e a ni n g.  N ot  o nl y  is 
t his a c el e br ati o n of  a p ast  e v e nt  t h at 
t o o k pl a c e  t w o t h o us a n d y e ars  a g o,  it is 
als o  a  c el e br ati o n  of  His  c o mi n g  t o us  
e a c h  d a y  a n d  t his y e ar  d uri n g  t his H ol y  
S e as o n.  T h er e  is still a n ot h er  tl'ir ust t o 

as w e  
t o c o m e

c el e br at e d. S o m e  
k e pt,  b ut  t h e d e e p er  

m e a ni n g  b e g a n  t o dis a p p e ar.
T h e  P urit a ns  w er e  d et er mi n e d  t o 

a b olis h C hrist m as.  T h e y  b eli e v e d  n o  
o c c asi o n  s h o ul d b e  m or e  i m p ort a nt 
t h a n t h e c el e br ati o n of  t h e S u n d a y  
S a b b at h.  C hrist m as  w as  o utl a w e d  i n 
S c otl a n d  i n 1 5 8 3.  E n gl a n d  i m p os e d a n  
or di n a n c e  f or bi d di n g c h ur c h  s er vi c es  
o n  D e c e m b er  2 5  i n t h e y e ar  1 6 4 2.  Sl o wl y  
t h e p u bli c  o bs er v a n c e  of  C hrist ni as  w as  
e xti n g uis h e d. I n s pit e of  t hr e ats a n d  
p u nis h m e nt,  m a n y  p e o pl e  c o nti n u e d  
f a mil y c el e br ati o ns i n t h e pri v a c y  of  
t h eir o w n  h o m es. B y  t h e ti m e t h e 
E n glis h  m o n ar c h y  w as  r est or e d i n 1 6 6 0,  
o bs er v a n c es  i n t h e h o m e  f o c us e d o n  
n o nr eli gi o us a cti viti es. T h e  p o p ul ar  
c el e br ati o n  is b est  d es cri b e d  i n C h arl es  
Di c k e ns'  A  C hrist m as  C ar ol.  A  s pirit of  
g e n er al  g o o d will  t h at e x pr ess e d  its elf 
i n c ari n g  f or t h e p o or  w as  all  t h at w as  
l eft.

All  of  t his hist or y  c a m e t o N ort h  
A m eri c a  wit h  t h e i m mi gr a nts. P e o pl e  
of diff er e nt  c ult ur al b a c k gr o u n ds  
br o u g ht  t h eir u ni q u e  c ust o ms  a n d  tr a
diti o ns  t o t h e N e w  W orl d.  S o  m u c h  of  
w h at  w as  i nt e n d e d b y  t h e e arl y  c h ur c h  
l e a d ers w h e n  t h e y est a blis h e d  d a ys  t o 
r e m e m b er t h e birt h  of  t h e S a vi or  w as  
l ost i n hist or y.

O ur  g o al  is t o l o o k f or w a ys  t o tr ul y 
h o n or  a n d  c el e br at e  t h e birt h d a y  of  t h e 
Ki n g!

T h e  s e as o n  of  A d v e nt  w as  d esi g n e d  
t o r e ni e ? n b er t h e w aiti n g  a n d  t o pr o vi d e  
a p eri o d  of  pr e p ar ati o n  t h at w o ul d  
all o w ti m e f or r efl e cti o n b ef or e  t h e 
c el e br ati o n. B e gi n ni n g  f o ur S u n d a ys  
b ef or e  D e c e m b er  2 5,  o ur  a cti o ns a n d  
a cti viti es  s h o ul d  r e mi n d us  of  o ur  n e e d  
t o b e  pr e p ar e d  f or t h e birt h  of  J es us.

I h a v e  b eli e v e d ?  W o ul d  I h a v e  w at c h e d  
a n d  w ait e d  f ait hf ull y ? T his  is t h e s e as o n  
t o g et  i n t o u c h wit h  t h os e f e eli n gs.

F or  t hr e e h u n dr e d  y e ars  aft er t h e 
as c e nsi o n of  J es us t o h e a v e n,  p e o pl e  
r e m e m b er e d His d e at h a n d  
r es urr e cti o n. N o w h er e  is t h er e a  
r ef er e n c e t o t h e c el e br ati o n  of  His  birt h.  
It w as n *t  u ntil  t h e first p art  of  t h e f o urt h 
c e nt ur y t h at it w as  d e ci d e d  t o h o n or  
t h e r e m e m br a n c e of  His  birt h.  I n t h e 
R o m a n  E m pir e  it w as  
c el e br at e t h e birt h d a ys  of  i m p ort a nt 
p e o pl e.  As  a n  e x a m pl e,  M att h e w  1 4: 6  
s a ys, " B ut w h e n  H er o d's  birt h d a y  
c a m e,  t h e d a u g ht er  of  H er o di as  d a n c e d  
b ef or e  t h e m a n d pl e as e d H er o d ”  
( N A S B). I n s o m e c as es t h e p ers o n's  
birt h d a y  w as  c el e br at e d  e v e n  aft er  t h eir 
d e at h.  It w as n't  al w a ys h el d  o n  t h e 
a ct u al  birt h  d a y,  b ut  a  d at e  w as  assi g n e d  
f or t h e r e m e m br a n c e, m u c h  li k e o ur  
Pr esi d e nts , D a y  i n F e br u ar y.  N at ur all y,  
t h e e arl y  C hristi a ns  w a nt e d  t o h o n or  
t h e birt h  of  t h e S a vi or.  I n k e e pi n g  wit h  
Ol d  T est a m e nt  f e asts a n d  f esti v als, it 
w as  d esi g n at e d  a  F e ast  D a y  c all e d  t h e 
F e ast  of  t h e N ati vit y.  T h e  c el e br ati o n  
b e g a n  wit h  a  s p e ci al  M ass  i n h o n or  of  
t h e r e m e m br a n c e of  His  c o mi n g.  It w as  
first c all e d " C hrist's M ass/'  L at er  it 
b e c a m e  k n o w n  si m pl y  as  " C hrist m as.''  
T his  i n its elf is si g nifi c a nt  t o r e m e m b er. 
It w as C/ zr zs/ w h o  w as  b ei n g  c el e br at e d,  
n ot  C hrist m as.

L at er,  t h e f o ur- w e e k p eri o d  b ef or e  
D e c e m b er  2 5  w as  d e cl ar e d  a s a cr e d  
a n d h ol y s e as o n. It w as  c all e d  
" A d v e nt. " T h e  w or d  c o m es fr o m t h e 
Gr e e k  t hr o u g h t h e L ati n  a n d  m e a ns  "t o  
c o m e. "  It w as  t o b e  a  s p e ci al ti m e, s et 
a p art, t o s pirit u all y pr e p ar e  f or t h e 
c o mi n g  of  C hrist.  T h e  c el e br ati o n b e g a n  
o n  t h e f o urt h S u n d a y  pri or  t o C hrist m as  
D a y.  T his  d e cisi o n  w as  als o  i n k e e pi n g  
v vi 出  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  f esti v als, w hi c h  
oft e n  i n cl u d e d a n u m b er  of  d a ys  of  
pr e p ar ati o n  pri or  t o t h e H ol y  D a y.  I n 
t h e t e nt h c e nt ur y  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e 
C hristi a n  y e ar  w as  a d v a n c e d t o t h e 
first S u n d a y  i n A d v e nt.

D uri n g  t h e Mi d dl e  A g es  t hr e e gr e at  
missi o n ari es,  P atri c k,  A u g usti n e,  a n d  
B o nif a c e,  t o o k t h e g o o d  n e ws  of  t h e 
g os p el  t o E ur o p e  a n d Brit ai n.  T h e y  
i ntr o d u c e d C hristi a n  c el e br ati o ns,

i n cl u di n g t h e r e m e m br a n c e of  t h e 
N ati vit y.

B y  A. D.  1 1 0 0 C hrist m as  w as  
c el e br at e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e C hristi a n  
w orl d  wit h  gr e at  j o y.

Fr o m  t h e t w elft h t o t h e si xt e e nt h  
c e nt uri es,  C hristi a n  c el e br ati o ns  of  t h e 
N ati vit y  w er e  at  t h eir p e a k.  I ns piriii g 
c h ur c h  s er vi c es  s pill e d  o v er  i nt o s p e ci al  
c el e br ati o ns  i n pri v at e  h o m es.

T h e  si xt e e nt h- c e nt ur y R ef or m ati o n  
n at ur all y  eff e ct e d  a  c h a n g e  i n t h e w a y  
C hrist m as  w as  
c ust o ms w er e His  c o mi n g as w e  r e m e m b er His  

pr o mis e t o c o m e a g ai n. Tr u e  
pr e p ar ati o n  of  o ur  h e arts  f or t h e c o mi n g  
of  C hrist m as  s h o ul d  iii cl u d e all  of  t h es e 
el e m e nts:  p ast,  pr es e nt,  a n d  f ut ur e.

A d v e nt  is a tr a diti o n t h at, w h e n  
pr o p erl y  o bs er v e d,  p er mits  us  t o affir m  
w h at  is g o o d  a n d  ri g ht. T h e  pri n ci pl e  
of  A d v e nt  is a " S pirit of  pr a y erf ul  
m e dit ati o n, "  w hi c h  is utt erl y  a bs e nt  i n 
m o d er n  c o m m er ci al dis pl a ys.  Si n c e  it 
is n ot  p ossi bl e  t o pr o hi bit  t h e a b us es,  
w e  m ust  i nt e nti o n all y c h o os e h o w  
t hi n gs will  b e  c arri e d  o ut  i n o ur  h o m es,  
n ot  gi vi n g  i n t o t h e w orl d's  pr ess ur e.  J. 
B.  P hilli ps 7 p ar a p hr as e  s a ys,  “ D o n't  l et 
t h e w orl d  s q u e e z e y o u  i nt o its m ol d ”  
( R o m a ns 1 2: 2).

A  d es ert  or  wil d er n ess  ar e a  i n t h e 
Bi bl e  g e n er all y  m e a ns  a n  u n c ulti v at e d  
pl a c e, s o m eti m es dr y  a n d b arr e n.  
R e m e m b er,  J es us Hi ms elf  c a uti o n e d  
us  a b o ut  t his t y p e of  s oil. Y o u  c a n  r e a d 
a b o ut it i n M ar k  4. L et's  a p pl y t his 
d es cri pti o n  t o o ur  s urr o u n di n gs as  w e  
cl e ar  a  p at h  t hr o u g h tli e distr a cti o ns,  
c ulti v ati n g  t h e s oil f or t h e L or d  t o visit  
us  t his y e ar  a n d  r e v e al His  gl or y.  L et  us  
g u ar d  a g ai nst  o ur  c el e br ati o n  b e c o mi n g  
dr y,  b arr e n,  or  b ori n g!  Mi n df ul  of  t h e 
si g nifi c a n c e of t h e s e as o n, l et's 
a nti ci p at e  C hrist's  c o mi n g  j ust as w e  
w o ul d  a nti ci p at e  t h e u p c o mi n g  visit  of  
o ur  b est  fri e n d. 
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—— M uri el  H a as
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W e  C hristi a ns  ar e  a

C hrist's  birt h d a y

Is a  gr e at  r e as o n  f or a  c el e br ati n g  s e as o n

W e  gi v e  gifts  t o e a c h  ot h er

S e e mi n gl y  f or g etti n g t h e o n e  w h os e  birt h  d at e

W e  c el e br at e

W e  h ustl e,  b ustl e,  h urr y,  s c urr y,

T his  b a b y's  birt h  is r o m a nti ciz e d, c o m m er ci aliz e d,  

P er h a ps  o v er- e m p h asiz e d.

W e  al m ost  l os e si g ht of

G o d's  gift  of —  

His  o nl y  S o n

W e  C hristi a ns  ar e  str a n g ers h er e

C hrist's  R es urr e cti o n

Is a  gr e at er  r e as o n  f or a  c el e br ati n g  s e as o n

F or  b e c a us e  I li v e, y e,  t o o, s h all li v e 

Gl ori o usl y  f or g etti n g t h e t hi n gs b e hi n d  

W e  l o o k a h e a d

T o  bri g ht er,  li g ht er, p erf e ct  a n d  c o m pl et e  

Ki n g d o m  of  G o d

T h e  gift  of  lif e et er n al,  a ut h oriz e d,  h ar m o niz e d  

Will  b e  r e aliz e d.

W e  z u o nt l os e si g ht of

G o d's  gift  of —

His  o nl y  S o n.

W e  C hristi a ns  ar e  a  str a n g e l ot

C hrist's  R es urr e cti o n

Is a  gr e at er  r e as o n  f or a  c el e br ati n g  s e as o n

W e  s u bstit ut e b u n ni es,  e g gs  a n d  n e w  cr e ati o ns  

S e e mi n gl y  f or g etti n g t h e o n e  w h o  w as  cr u cifi e d  

Willi n gl y  di e d.

W e  s h o p a n d  h o p,  o v er- dr ess,  o v er- e at

T h e  S a vi or's  R es urr e cti o n  is n ot  e m p h asiz e d,  r e c o g niz e d 

N or  hi g hl y  priz e d.

W e  al m ost  l os e si g ht of

G o d's  gift  of —

His  o nl y  S o n.



R e m e m br a n c e

T h e  Ot h er  Wis e  M a n
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b y  H e n r y  V a n  D y k e
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S J w ul d  h e  ris k t h e gr e at  

r e w ar d of  his  f ait h f or t h e 

s a k e of  a  si n gl e d e e d  of  

c h arit y ?

T  N  A N CI E N T  P E R SI A  li v e d a  m a n  

n a m e d  Art a b a n.  H e  w as  a t all, 
J L d ar k  m a n  wit h  brilli a nt  e y es.  His  

r o b e w as  p ur e  w hit e  w o ol  o v er  a  t u ni c 
of  w hit e  sil k; a n d  a  p o mt e d  c a p  r est e d 
o n  his  fl o wi n g bl a c k  h air.  It w as  t h e 
dr ess  of  t h e pri est h o o d  of  di e  M a gi.

O n e  D e c e m b er  ni g ht,  h e  t ol d his  
fri e n ds, Z/ M y  t hr e e fri e n ds ar e  w at c h 
i n g at  t h e a n ci e nt  t e m pl e lii  B a b yl o n.  If 
t h e pr o mis e d  st ar a p p e ars, t h e y will  
w ait  1 0  d a ys  f or m e,  a n d  t h e n v v e  will  
s et o ut  t o g et h er f or J er us al e m, t o s e e 
a n d  w ors hi p  t h e O n e  w h o  s h all  b e  b or n  
Ki n g  of  Isr a el. I h a v e  s ol d m y  p oss es 
si o ns, a n d  b o u g ht  t h es e t hr e e j e w els —  
a s a p p hir e, a r u b y, a n d  a p e arl  —  t o 
c arr y  t h e m as  tri b ut e t o t h e Ki n g. "

W hil e  h e  w as  s p e a ki n g  h e  t hr ust his  
h a n d  i nt o t h e i n m ost f ol d of  his  gir dl e  
a n d  dr e w  o ut  t hr e e gr e at  g e ms  —  o n e  
bl u e  as  a  fr a g m e nt of  t h e ni g ht  s k y,  o n e  
r e d d er t h a n a  r a y of  s u nris e,  a n d  o n e  as  
p ur e  as  t h e p e a k  of  a  s n o w  m o uiit ai n  at  
t wili g ht.

As  Art a b a n  w at c h e d  t h e e ast er n  s k y  
t h at ni g ht,  a  st e el- bl u e  s p ar k  w as  b or n  
o ut  of  t h e d ar k n ess.  It p uls at e d  i n t h e 
e n or m o us  v a ult  as if t h e t hr e e j e w els 
h a d  mi n gl e d  a n d b e e n  tr a nsf or m e d 
i nt o a  li vi n g h e art  of  li g ht.

"It  is t h e si g n, "  h e  s ai d. " T h e  Ki n g  is 
c o mi n g,  a n d  I will  g o  t o m e et  hi m/ ,

At  ni g htf all  o n  t h e 1 0t h  d a y,  Art a b a n  
w as  o nl y  t hr e e h o urs  a w a y  fr o m t h e 
t e m pl e w h er e  h e w as  t o m e et  his  
fri e n ds. S u d d e nl y,  his  h ors e  st o o d  
st o c k-still b ef or e  a d ar k  o bj e ct  i n t h e 
r o a d. T h e  di m  st arli g ht r e v e al e d t h e 
f or m of  a  m a n  l yi n g t h er e, m o a ni n g.

Art a b a n 怎  h e art  l e a p e d t o his  t hr o at. 
H o w  c o ul d  h e  st a y h er e  t o c ar e  f or a  
d yi n g  str a n g er ? W h at  cl ai m h a d  t his 
u n k n o w n  fr a g m e nt of  h u m a n  lif e u p o n  
his  c o m p assi o n  or  his  s er vi c e ?  T h e  t hr e e 
Wis e  M e n  w o ul d  g o  o n  wit h o ut  hi m.  
S h o ul d  h e  ris k t h e gr e at  r e w ar d of  his  
f ait h f or t h e s a k e of  a si n gl e d e e d  of  
c h arit y ?

" G o d of tr ut h a n d p urit y/'  h e  
pr a y e d,  " dir e ct  m e  i n t h e h ol y  p at h,  t h e 
w a y  of wis d o m  w hi c h  t h o u o nl y  
k n o w est. "

T h e n  h e  dis m o u nt e d  a n d c arri e d  
t h e m a n  t o a  littl e m o u n d  at  t h e f o ot of  
a  p al m  tr e e. H o ur  aft er  h o ur  h e  l a b or e d 
t o c o mf ort a n d h el p  t h e str a n g er. At  
l ast, t h e m a n 怎  str e n gt h r et ur n e d.

T o  Art a b a n  h e  w his p er e d, h a v e  
n ot hi n g  t o gi v e  t h e e i n r et ur n —  o nl y  
t his: I a m  a  J e w,  a n d  o ur  pr o p h ets  h a v e  
s ai d t h at t h e M essi a h  f or w h o m  y o u  
s e e k will  b e  b or n  n ot  i n J er us al e m,  b ut  
i n B et hl e h e m.  M a y  t h e L or d  bri n g  t h e e 
i n s af et y t o t h at pl a c e,  b e c a us e  t h o u 
h ast  h a d  pit y  u p o n  t h e si c k. "

It w as  n o w  p ast  mi d ni g ht.  T h e  t hr e e 
Wis e  M e n  h a d  g o n e  o n  wit h o ut  Art a b a n  
a cr oss  t h e d es ert.  Art a b a n  c o v er e d  his  
h e a d  i n d es p air.  "I m ust  s ell m y  s a p 
p hir e,  a n d  b u y  a tr ai n of  c a m els a n d  
pr o visi o ns  f or t h e j o ur n e y. "

H e  arri v e d  i n B et hl e h e m  t hr e e d a ys  
aft er  t h e t hr e e Wis e  M e n  h a d  d e p art e d,  
aft er s e ei n g t h e C hrist  c hil d. H e  e n 
t er e d t h e o p e n  d o or  of  a  c ott a g e  a n d  
f o u n d a  y o u n g  m ot h er  si n gi n g  h er b a b y  
t o sl e e p.

I n h er  g e ntl e  s p e e c h, s h e t ol d hi m,  
"J os e p h  of  N a z ar et h  t o o k t h e c hil d  J es us



t h e y ar e  cr u cif yi n g  J es us of  N a z ar et h,  
w h o  s a ys h e  is t h e S o n  of  G o d  a n d  t h e 
Ki n g  of  t h e J e ws. ”

Art a b a n 怎  h e art  b e at  u nst e a dil y.  "I  
h a v e  c o m e  i n ti m e t o off er  m y  p e arl  i n 
r a ns o m f or t h e Ki n g's  lif e, " h e  t h o u g ht.

A  gr o u p  of  s ol di ers  c a m e  d o w n  t h e 
str e et dr a g g m g  a  girl.  S h e  br o k e  s u d 
d e nl y  fr o m h er  t or m e nt ors a n d  t hr e w 
h ers elf  at  Art a b a n 怎  f e et.

" S a v e m e, "  s h e cri e d. 〃I  a m t o b e  
s ol d as  a  sl a v e. S a v e  m e! 〃

W as  t his his  gr e at  o p p ort u nit y  or  his  
l ast t e m pt ati o n ? T wi c e,  t h e gift  h e  h a d  
f or G o d  h a d  g o n e  t o s er v e m a n.

H e  t o o k t h e p e arl  fr o m his  b os o m.  
N e v er  h a d  it s e e m e d s o l u mi n o us, s o  
r a di a nt. H e  l ai d it i n t h e h a n d  of  t h e 
girl.  " T his  is t h y r a ns o m. It is t h e l ast of  
m y  tr e as ur es w hi c h  I k e pt  f or t h e ki n g. "

W hil e  h e  s p o k e,  a  s h u d d eri n g  e art h 
q u a k e  r o c k e d t h e cit y, a n d t h e s k y 
gr e w  d ar k.  A  h e a v y  til e f ell a n d  str u c k  
t h e ol d  m a n  o n  t h e t e m pl e. T h e  girl  
b e nt  o v er  hi m.  S h e  h e ar d  a  v oi c e  c o m e  
t hr o u g h t h e t wili g ht, li k e m usi c  fr o m a  
dist a n c e.  T h e  girl  t ur n e d t o s e e  if s o m e 
o n e  h a d  s p o k e n  fr o m tli e wi n d o w  a b o v e  
t h e m, b ut  s h e s a w n o  o n e.

T h e n  t h e ol d  m a n's  li ps b e g a n  t o 
m o v e,  as  if i n a ns w er:  " N ot  s o,  m y  l or d:

c o u nt e n a n c e u p o n

a n d his  m ot h er  M ar y  a n d fl e d a w a y  
s e cr etl y i n t h e ni g ht. z,

S u d d e nl y,  t h er e c a m e  t h e n ois e  of  a  
wil d  c o nf usi o n i n t h e str e ets of  t h e 
vill a g e  a n d a cr y: " T h e s ol di ers! T h e  
s ol di ers of  H er o d!  T h e y  ar e  killi n g  o ur  
c hil dr e n.

T h e  y o u n g  m ot h er's  f a c e gr e w  w hit e  
wit h  t err or, a n d  s h e cl as p e d  h er  c hil d  
t o h er  b os o m, a n d cr o u c h e d i n t h e 
d ar k est  c or n er  of  t h e r o o m.

Art a b a n  w e nt  q ui c kl y  a n d  st o o d i n 
t h e d o or w a y.  T h e  s ol di ers  c a m e  h urr y-  
i n g d o w n  t h e str e et  wit h  bl o o d y  h a n ds  
a n d  dri p pi n g  s w or ds.

T h e  c a pt ai n of t h e g u ar d a p 
pr o a c h e d,  a n d Art a b a n  s ai d i n a l o w 
v oi c e,  X/ I a m  all  al o n e  i n t his pl a c e,  a n d  
I a m  w ait m g  t o gi v e  t his j e w el t o t h e 
pr u d e nt  c a pt ai n  w h o  will  l e a v e m e  i n 
p e a c e. "

T h e  c a pt ai n  str et c h e d o ut  his  h a n d  
a n d t o o k t h e r u b y. " M ar c h o n! 〃 h e  
cri e d t o his  m e n;  " T h er e is n o  c hil d  
h er e. "

Art a b a n  t ur n e d t o t h e e ast a n d  
pr a y e d,  " G o d  of  tr ut h, f or gi v e m e.  T w o  
of  m y  gifts  ar e g o n e.  S h all  I e v er b e  
w ort h y  t o s e e t h e f a c e of  t h e Ki n g ? ”

T h e  w o m a n,  w e e pi n g  f or j o y, s ai d: 
" B e c a us e  t h o u h ast  s a v e d t h e lif e of  m y  
littl e o n e,  m a y  t h e L or d  bl ess  a n d  k e e p  
t h e e; t h e L or d  m a k e  his  f a c e t o s hi n e  
u p o n  t h e e a n d  b e  gr a ci o us  u nt o  t h e e; 
t h e L or d  lift u p  his  
t h e e aii d  gi v e  t h e e p e a c e. "

Art a b a n,  t h e ot h er  Wis e  M a n,  tr a v
el e d fr o m c o u ntr y  t o c o u ntr y,  s e ar c h 
i n g f or t h e Ki n g.  I n all t his w orl d  of  
a n g uis h,  t h o u g h h e  f o u n d n o n e  t o w or 
s hi p,  h e  f o u n d m a n y  t o h el p.  H e  f e d t h e 
h u n gr y,  a n d cl ot h e d t h e n a k e d,  h e  
h e al e d  t h e si c k,  a n d  c o mf ort e d  t h e c a p 
ti v e.

T hr e e- a n d-t hirt y  y e ars  h a d  p ass e d.  
W or n  a n d  w e ar y  a n d  r e a d y t o di e,  b ut  
still l o o ki n g f or t h e Ki n g,  h e  c a m e  f or 
t h e l ast ti m e t o J er us al e m. E x cit e m e nt  
w as  fl as hi n g t hr o u g h t h e cit y's  cr o w ds.

" H a v e  y o u  n ot  h e ar d  w h at  h as  h a p-  
p e n e d ? ” t h e y as k e d  Art a b a n.  " T o d a y

, 1 1

w as  e n d e d. His  tr e a-
Art a b a n  h a d

— R e pri nt e d  fr o m St ori es  F or  t h e l o u ni e y b y  Will 
i a m R.  W hit e ^ ^ S S,  A u gs b ur g  P u blis hi n g  H o us e.  
R e pri nt e d  b y  p er missi o n  fr o m A u gs b ur g F ortr ess.

F or  w h e n  di d  I s e e t h e e h u n gr y  a n d  
f e e d t h e e ? Or  t hirst y a n d gi v e  t h e e 
dri n k ?  W h e n  di d  I s e e t h e e a  str a n g er,  
a n d  t a k e t h e e i n ? Or  n a k e d,  a n d  cl ot h e  
t h e e ? W h e n  di d  I s e e t h e e si c k or  i n 
pris o n,  a n d c o m e u nt o  t h e e ? T hr e e-  
a n d-t hirt y  y e ars  h a v e  I l o o k e d f or t h e e; 
b ut  I h a v e  n e v er  s e e n t h y f a c e, n or  
mi nist er e d  t o t h e e, m y  Ki n g. "

H e  c e as e d,  a n d  t h e s w e et  v oi c e  c a m e  
a g ai n. A n d  a g ai n t h e m ai d  h e ar d  it, 
v er y  f ai ntl y a n d  f ar a w a y. B ut  n o w  it 
s e e m e d as  t h o u g h s h e u n d erst o o d  t h e 
w or ds:

" V eril y  I s a y u nt o  t h e e, I n as m u c h as  
t h o u h ast  d o n e  it u nt o  o n e  of  t h e l e ast 
of  t h es e m y  br et hr e n,  t h o u h ast  d o n e  it 
u nt o  m e. 〃

A  c al m  r a di a n c e of  j o y li g ht e d t h e 
p al e  f a c e of  Art a b a n  li k e t h e first r a y of  
d a w n  o n  a  s n o w y m o u nt ai n  p e a k.  O n e  
l o n g, l ast br e at h  of  r eli ef e x h al e d  g e n 
tl y fr o m his  li ps.

His  j o ur n e y 
s ur es w er e  a c c e pt e d,  
f o u n d t h e Ki n g.  
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C hrist m as  i n t h e Tr e n c h es
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c a n

r et ur n e d t o t h eir
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b y  W i l li a m W hi t e
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As  t h e y r e cli n e d i n t h eir 

tr e n c h es, e a c h  m a n  b e g a n  

t o s p e c ul at e a b o ut  t h e 

a cti viti es  of  l o v e d o n es  

at  h o m e.

R E Q U  E N T L Y  A T  C hrist m as  w e  
g et  s o c a u g ht u p  wit h  l o v e a n d  
s e nti m e nt t h at w e  f or g et t h at t h e 

c o mi n g of  t h e C hrist  c hil d c a us e d d e e p  
tr e m ors i n t h e s o ci al l a n ds c a p e. H e  w as  n ot  
j ust a  c ut e  littl e b a b y,  b ut  t h e o n e  ' W h o p ut  
d o w n  t h e mi g ht y  fr o m t h eir t hr o n es a n d  
e x alt e d  t h os e of  l o w d e gr e e. / z F or  c e nt uri es  
p e o pl e  h a v e  c o nf ess e d  t h at o n c e  t h e y m e et  
t h e S o n  of  G o d,  n ot hi n g  is e v er  t h e s a m e.

O n  C hrist m as  E v e  i n 1 9 1 4,  t h e first 
y e ar  of  W orl d  W ar  Iz a str a n g e q ui et  
h a d  s ettl e d  o n  t h e w est er n  fr o nt. It w as  
a  w el c o m e  r es pit e f or a  gr o u p  of  l o n el y 
E n glis h  s ol di ers w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  all  
t o o f a mili ar wit h  t h e r o ar of  t h e c a n 
n o ns  a n d  t h e w hi n e  of  t h e rifl es.

As  t h e y r e cli n e d i n t h eir tr e n c h es 
e a c h  m a n  b e g a n  t o s p e c ul at e  a b o ut  t h e 
a cti viti es of  l o v e d o n es  b a c k  h o m e.  
〃 M y  p ar e nts  ar e  j ust fi nis hi n g a  t o ast t o 
m y  h e alt h/ 7 a  l a d fr o m Li v er p o ol  s ai d  
sl o wl y.

b ot h  si d es e as e d o ut  i nt o t h e n e utr al  
z o n e  a n d  b e g a n  t o gr e et  o n e  a n ot h er.  I n 
t h e n e xt  g ol d e n  m o m e nts  e a c h  s ol di er  
s h ar e d w h at  h e  h a d  wit h  t h e ot h ers,  
c a n d y, ci g ar ett es a n d e v e n a bit  of  
C hrist m as  br a n d y.  M ost  i m p ort a nt, t h e 
s ol di ers s h o w e d t h e b att er e d,  b ut  tr e a
s ur e d pi ct ur es t h e y c arri e d of  l o v e d 
o n es.

N o  o n e  k n o ws  w h os e  i d e a it w as  t o 
st art t h e f o ot b all m at c h,  b ut  wit h  t h e 
h el p  of  fl ar es t h e fi el d w as  lit a n d  t h e 
Britis h  a n d G er m a n  s ol di ers pl a y e d  
u ntil t h e y a n d t h e li g hts w er e  e x 
h a ust e d.  T h e n,  as  q ui etl y  as  t h e y c a m e  
t o g et h er, t h e m e n  
o w n  tr e n c h es.

O n  C hrist m as  d a y,  m e n  fr o m b ot h - 
si d es a g ai n  j oi n e d t o g et h er, e v e n  visit-  
m g  t h e ot h er's  tr e n c h es. T h e  G er m a n  
s ol di ers, wis hi n g  t o a v e n g e  t h e pr e vi 
o us  ni g ht's  t or c h-lit f o ot b all l oss, or g a 
ni z e d  a n ot h er g a m e  of  w h at  A m eri 
c a ns  c all  s o c c er.

I n a  f e w d a ys  t h e c a n n o ns  o n c e  a g ai n  
b o o m e d  a cr oss  z/n o  m a n's  l a n d " a n d  
t h e w hi n e  of  rifl es w as  a g aiii  h e ar d  i n 
t h e tr e n c h es. F or  s o m e, h o w e v er, it 
w as  n e v er  t h e s a m e.  T h e  e n e m y  w as  n o  
l o n g er f a c el ess. N o w  h e  w as  a n a c 
q u ai nt a n c e  w h o  s h ar e d a  c a n d y  b ar  or  
pl a y e d  s o c c er.  W h e n  m e n  l o o k e d d o w n  
t h e b arr els  of  tli eir g u ns  at  t h e o p p osi 
ti o n t h e y als o  s a w t h e s mili n g f a c es of  
t h os e w h os e  pi ct ur es  w er e  s h ar e d  o n  a  
sil e nt, h ol y  ni g ht  w h e n  t h e birt h  of  t h e 
C hrist  c hil d dr e w  h ostil e  f or c es t o
g et h er  a n d,  f or a f e w m o m e nts,  g a v e  
w e ar y  s ol di ers a t ast e of  p e a c e  a n d  
g o o d  will.  

一  R e pri nt e d  fr o m St ori es  F or  t h e J o ur n e y  b y  Will 
i a m R.  W hit e, Cl 9 8 8,  A u gs b ur g  P u blis hi n g  H o us e.  
R e pri nt e d  b y  p er missi o n  fr o m A u gs b ur g F ortr ess.  .

Z/ I c a n  al m ost  h e ar  t h e c h ur c h  b ells, "  
a st o ut m a n  fr o m El y  s ai d wistf ull y.  
" M y w h ol e  f a mil y will  s o o n b e  w al k 
i n g o ut  t h e d o or  t o h e ar  t h e c o n c ert  of  
t h e b o ys z c h oir  at  t h e c at h e dr al/'

T h e  m e n  s at sil e nt f or s e v er al mi n ・  
ut es  b ef or e  a t hi n s ol di er fr o m K e nt  
l o o k e d u p  wit h  t e ars i n his  e y es.  " T his  
is e eri e/ * h e  st a m m er e d, " b ut I 
al m ost  h e ar  t h e c h oir  si n gi n g. "

" S o  c a n  1, 〃  s h o ut e d  a n ot h er  p u z zl e d  
v oi c e. t hi n k t h er e is m usi c  c o mi n g  
fr o m t h e ot h er  si d e. "

All  t h e m e n  s cr a m bl e d t o t h e e d g e  
of  t h e tr e n c h a n d c o c k e d t h eir e ars.  
W h at  t h e y h e ar d  w as  a f e w st ur d y  
G er m a n  v oi c es  si n gi n g  M arti n  L ut h er's  
C hrist m as  s o n g, " Fr o m h e a v' n  a b o v e  
t o e art h  I c o m e,  t o b e ar  g o o d  n e ws  t o 
e v er y  o n e.  Gl a d  ti di n gs of  gr e at  j o y I 
bri n g  t o all  t h e w orl d,  a n d  gl a dl y  si n g. "

W h e n  t h e h y m n  w as  fi nis h e d, t h e 
E n glis h  s ol di ers s at fr o z e n i n sil e n c e.  
T h e n  a  l ar g e m a n  wit h  a  p o w erf ul  v oi c e  
br o k e  i nt o t h e c h or us  of  " G o d r est y e  
m err y  g e ntl e m e n. "  B ef or e  h e  h a d  s u n g  
t hr e e b ars  a  d o z e n  v oi c es  j oi n e d wit h  
hi m.  B y  t h e ti m e h e  fi nis h e d t h e e ntir e  
r e gi m e nt w as  si n gi n g.

O n c e  a g ai n t h er e w as  a n  i nt erl u d e 
of  sil e n c e u ntil  a  G er m a n  t e n or b e g a n  
t o si n g " Still e N a c ht. "  T his  ti m e t h e 
s o n g w as  s u n g i n t w o l a n g u a g es, a  
c h or us  of  n e arl y  a  h u n dr e d  v oi c es  e c h o 
i n g b a c k  a n d  f ort h  b et w e e n  t h e tr e n c h es, 
" Sil e nt  ni g ht,  h ol y  ni g ht!  All  is c al m,  all  
is bri g ht . . ,z/

" S o m e o n e  is a p pr o a c hi n g! ”  a  s e ntr y  
s h o ut e d, a n d  att e nti o n  w as  f o c us e d o n  
a si n gl e G er m a n  s ol di er w h o  w al k e d  
sl o wl y, w a vi n g  a  w hit e  cl ot h  wit h  o n e  
h a n d  a n d  h ol di n g  s e v er al  b ars  of  c h o c o 
l at e i n t h e ot h er.  Sl o wl y,  m e n  fr o m



R e m e m br a n c e

C hrist  H as  C o m e!
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b y  t h e  E di t o r
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k n o w  n o  g o o d  r e as o n t o 

c el e br at e.

T h er e  ar e  i n d e e d m a n y  

p e o pl e  w h o  ar e  w al ki n g  

i n d ar k n ess  ... w h o

H E  P E O P L E  W A L KI N G  
i n d ar k n ess  h a v e  s e e n a  
gr e at  li g ht. "

..t h e i m a g es of  gift  
gi vi n g  a n d  pl e nt y  s er v e  t o r e mi n d s o m e 
of  t h eir p o v ert y.  F or  m a n y,  C hrist m as  
is a ti m e of  dr o w ni n g  tli eir s orr o ws 
wit h  t h e a b us e  of  v ari o us  s u bst a n c es 
... m a n y  b e c o m e  d e pr ess e d,  a n d  s o m e  
fi n d c o mf ort o nl y  i n t h o u g hts of  s ui 
ci d e. Tli es e  ar e t h e d ar k  s h a d o ws of  
C hrist m as.

T h er e  ar e  i n d e e d m a n y  p e o pl e  w h o  
ar e  w al ki n g  i n d ar k n ess  ... w h o  k n o w  
of  n o  g o o d  r e as o n t o c el e br at e.

M a n y  y e ars  a g o  a  n e wl y w e d  c o u pl e  
s et o ut  o n  a  l o n g, u n c o mf ort a bl e  j o ur
n e y.  S h e  w as  ni n e  m o ntlis  pr e g n a nt.  
T h e y  h a d  t o tr a v el a  gr e at  dist a n c e  o n  
f o ot a n d  d o n k e y ... t o a  s m all  t o w n t h at 
w as  s u d d e nl y  o v er cr o w d e d  wit h  tr a v
ell ers  — s o  m u c h  s o t h at t h er e w er e  n o  
r o o ms a v ail a bl e  i n t h e l o c al h ot el.  T h e  
w o m a n,  f e eli n g t h e p ai n  of  t h e o n c o m 
i n g birt h,  h a d  n o  b e d  o n  w hi c h  t o r est 
a n d l a b or. All  t h e y c o ul d fi n d w as  
str a w, i n t h e mi dst  of  t h e c o ws a n d  
h ors es.  Y et ... i n t h e d ar k n ess  of  t h at 
e v e ni n g  l o n g a g o,  t h er e i n t h e s h a d o ws

of  a  c a v e  i n B et hl e h e m  —  M ar y  gi v es  
birt h  ... a  c hil d  is b or n,  a  s o n is gi v e n.  
A n d  n ot  j ust a n  or di n ar y  s o n, n o,  t his 
s o n w as  a  ki n g.

O ut  i n t h e n e ar b y  fi el ds, t h er e i n t h e 
d ar k n ess  of  t h at e v e ni n g,  s at t h e s h e p 
h er ds,  w at c hi n g  o v er  t h eir fl o c ks i n t h e 
q ui et n ess  of  t h e ni g ht.

S U D D E N L Y,  t h e q ui et n ess  a n d  
d ar k n ess  is s h att er e d b y  t h e gl ori o us  
m ess e n g er  of  G o d  d e cl ari n g  al o u d  t h e 
birt h  of  a  s o n

G o o d  n e ws!
Gr e at  j o y!
F or  all  p e o pl e!
A  s a vi or  is b or n,  t h e M essi a h,  a  ki n g.  

I n t h e mi dst  of  t h e d ar k n ess,  G o d  h as  
s wit c h e d o n  t h e li g ht. A n d  n ot  j ust f or 
a  s m all, s el e ct f e w.

I n t h e p ast,  G o d  h a d  s h o w n  Hi ms elf  
t o t h e f e w, t h e s el e ct. A br a h a m  ... 
J a c o b ... M os es  —  t h e y e a c h  s a w bri ef  
gli m ps es  of  t h e gl or y  of  G o d.

B ut  t his ti m e is diff er e nt.  T his  ti m e, 
t h e gr a c e  of  G o d  t h at bri n gs  s al v ati o n  
h as  a p p e ar e d t o all m e n  . . . t o all  
p e o pl e.

A  S a vi or  . . . a Ki n g  ... C hrist  t h e 
L or d.

S o  t o t h e l o n el y, t h e str ess e d, t h e 
p o or,  t h e d e pr ess e d,  t h os e d o mi n at e d  
b y  s u bst a n c e a b us e,  t h e s ui ci d al... t o 
all  of  us,  i n w h at e v er  c o n diti o n  w e  m a y  
fi n d o urs el v es  . . . t h e li g ht h as  b e e n  
s wit c h e d o n.  T h er e  is fi n all y h o p e  f or 
all  —  t hr o u g h J es us C hrist.  W e  o n c e  
w al k e d  i n d ar k n ess,  n o w  w e  w al k  i n 
Li g ht.

J ust as  t h e s h e p h er ds  of  ol d  s pr e a d  
t h e w or d  w h e n  t h e y s a w  J es us... l et us,  
y o u  a n d  I, d o  t h e s a m e.

J es us is t h e li g ht f or all  m e n.
J es us is c o mi n g.
J es us h as  c o m e!
S pr e a d  t h e W or d  ... 口

C hrist m as  ... F or  m a n y  of  us  it is a  
tr ul y f esti v e ti m e of  t h e y e ar.  Bri g ht  
C hris h n as  li g hts... c ol orf ull y  wr a p p e d  
pr es e nts  ... p arti es  witli  fri e n ds, f o o d 
a n d  dri n k  a n d  g o o d  c h e er  f or all.  C hrist 
m as  ...A  ti m e t o g et  t o g et h er wit h  
f a mil y a n d  fri e n ds a n d  e x c h a n g e  gifts,  
a n d  m a k e  m e m ori es.  As  t h e s o n g  s a ys z 
"It 怎  t h e m ost  w o n d erf ul  ti m e of  t h e 
y e ar. ” . . . At  l e ast it's w o n d erf ul  f or 
m ost  of  us,  b ut  f or ot h ers  C hrist m as  is 
n ot  s o w o n d erf ul.  F or  s o m e,  C hrist m as  
s er v es o nl y  t o a m plif y  w h at  is wr o n g  
wit h  t h eir li v es. F or  m a n y,  C hrist m as  
is a ti m e of  l o n eli n ess . . . a ti m e of  
i n cr e as e d str ess .
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G o d  h as  us e d  s o m e v er y  

cr e ati v e  br us h  str o k es as

M arti n  L ut h er,  
li e C h ur c h,  b e g.

2.  T h e  Gr e at  A w a k e ni n g

T h e  Gr e at  A w a k e ni n g  w as  a  ti m e of  
r e vi v al i n E n gl a n d  a n d  N ort h  A m eri c a  
fr o m 1 7 0 0  t o 1 7 4 0.  Gr e at  pr e a c h ers  of  
t h e ti m e i n cl u d e d G e or g e  W hitfi el d,  
J o n at h a n E d w ar ds,  a n d J o h n a n d  

of

T  M A GI N E  VI SI TI N G  A N  A R T  
I g all er y  a n d  vi e wi n g  a n  oil  p ai nt-  
J l  i n g b y  o n e  of  t h e m ast ers.  If y o u  

st a n d t o o cl os e  t o t h e p ai nti n g  y o u  s e e 
o nl y  o n e  s e cti o n of  it —  y o u  h a v e  a  
li mit e d visi o n.  Y o u  n e e d  t o st e p  b a c k  t o 
s e e  t h e w h ol e  p ai nti n g  a n d  h a v e  a  br o a d  
p ers p e cti v e.

I n t h e p ai nti n g  of  c h ur c h hist or y  
G o d  h as  w or k e d  wit h  His  p e o pl e  i n 
diff er e nt  w a ys  at  diff er e nt  ti m es. If w e  
st a n d t o o cl os e w e  o nl y  s e e w h at's  
ri g ht i n fr o nt of  us z a n d  w e  miss  s e ei n g  
w h at  G o d  h as  d o n e  o n  ot h er  p arts  of  
t h e c a n v as.  I n t h e l ast h alf  mill e n ni u m  
G o d  h as  us e d  s o m e  v er y  cr e ati v e  br us h  
str o k es as  f ar as His  m usi c al  gifts  f or 
w ors hi p  ar e  c o n c er n e d.

T h e  f or ms of  c o n gr e g ati o n al  m usi c  
w hi c h  G o d  h as  gi v e n  t o t h e C h ur c h  t o 
us e  i n pr aisi n g  Hi m  h a v e  b e e n  birt h e d  
i n p eri o ds  of  r e n e w al a n d  r e vi v al. His 
t ori c all y e a c h gr e at  p eri o d  of  r e vi v al 
c o m es  wit h  n e w  m usi c  —  a  c h a n g e  i n 
t h e di vi n e  br us h  str o k e o n  t h e c a n v as  
of  c h ur c h  hist or y.  As  J uli a W ar d  H o w e  
wr ot e  as p art  of  h er  l yri cs t o " T h e  
B attl e  H y m n  of  t h e R e p u bli c ” : “ Gl or y,  
gl or y,  h all el uj a h,  O ur  G o d  is m ar c hi n g  
o n. "  I fi n d it e x citi n g  a n d  e n er gi zi n g  t o 
l o o k at t h e c h a n g es i n m usi c al  f or m 
G o d  h as  m a d e  i n His  gifts  of  w ors hi p  
m usi c  —  t o s e e h o w  H e  h as  m ar c h e d  
f or w ar d; t o s e e h o w  t his r el at es t o o ur  
f ut ur e.

T h e  ps al mist  s ai d, Z/ H e  p ut  a n e w  
s o n g i n m y  m o ut h,  a  s o n g of  pr ais e  t o 
o ur  G o d , z ( 4 0: 3). L et's  n oti c e  t h e n e w  
s o n g f or ms of  pr ais e  G o d  h as  gi v e n  i n 
diff er e nt  p eri o ds  of  r e vi v al.

f ar as  His  m usi c al  gifts  

f or w ors hi p  ar e  c o n c er n e d.

C h arl es  W esl e y  (f o u n d ers 
M et h o dis m).  T h e  f or m of  c o n gr e g a 
ti o n al m usi c  t h at G o d  br o u g ht  t o t h e 
C h ur c h  d uri n g  t his p eri o d w as  
h y m n.  A  tr u e h y m n  h as  a  lit er ar y t e xt 
t h at s p e a ks t o t h e i nt ell e ct r at h er t h a n 
a r o u g h p ar a p hr as e  of  S cri pt ur e;  t h e 
t u n e m a y  b e  si m pl e b ut  us u all y  h as  a  
c h all e n gi n g h ar m o n y.  Is a a c W atts

1.  T h e  Pr ot est a nt  R ef or m ati o n

•, a  pri est  i n t h e C at h o-  
; a n a  m o v e m e nt  i n 1 5 1 7  

kii o w n  as  t h e Pr ot est a nt  R ef or m ati o n.  
Pri or  t o t h e R ef or m ati o n  p eri o d  t h e 
c o n gr e g ati o n  di d  n ot  siii g i n w ors hi p;  
o nl y  t h e c h a p el c h oir  s a n g, u n a c c o m 
p a ni e d  b y  i nstr u m e nts. G o d  g a v e  t w o 
f or ms of  c o n gr e g ati o n al m usi c  t o t h e 
C h ur c h  d uri n g  t h e R ef or m ati o n,  e a c h  
s pri n gi n g u p  iit diff er e nt  l o c al es. T h e  
c h or al e  f or m d e v el o p e d  i n G er m a n y;  
it w as  a  d e v oti o n al  t e xt s et t o a  s e c ul ar 
t u n e wit h  a n i ntri c at e h ar m o n y. E x 
a m pl es  ar e B a c h's  " O S a cr e d  H e a d, "  
L ut h er's  " A Mi g ht y  F ortr ess/ *  a n d  
Ri n k art's  " N o w T h a n k  W e  All  O ur  
G o d. "  T h e  s e c o n d  f or m w as  t h e Ps alt er,  
a  r h y m e d p ar a p hr as e  of  ps al ms,  w hi c h  
w as  pr e v al e nt  i n S wit z erl a n d  a n d  E n 
gl a n d.  E x a m pl es  of  t his ar e  " T h e  L or d  怎  
M y  S h e p h er d/ 7 a n d " All P e o pl e  T h at  
o n  E art h  D o  D w ell. "
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t h e d e v el o p m e nt  fr o m 
a  n e w  m usi c al  f or m

5.  E n d- Ti m e  O ut p o uri n g  of  
H ol y  S pirit

"It will  c o m e  a b o ut  aft er  t his t h at I 
will  p o ur  o ut  M y  S pirit  o n  all  m a n ki n d

4.  W els h  R e vi v al  a n d  
Az us a  Str e et  R e vi v al

T h e  W els h  R e vi v al  of  1 9 0 4  a n d  t h e 
r e vi v al i n 1 9 0 6  at  A z us a  Str e et  i n L os  
A n g el es  s a w 
t h e H ol y  S pirit  of
k n o w n  as  "si n gi n g  i n t h e S pirit. "  T his  
is a fr e e f or m pr o d u c e d  b y  t h e w or 
s hi p er  as  h e  v o c ali z es  t h e o v erfl o wi n g  
pr ais e  of  his  h e art.  W h e n  a gr o u p  of  
b eli e v ers  h as  g at h er e d  i n i nt e ns e w or 
s hi p t h e i n n er s pirit d esir es t o si n g 
fr e el y t h e pr ais e  of  G o d,  n ot  usi n g  t h e 
t e xt of  a  l yri cist or  t h e n ot es  of  a  c o m 
p os er,  b ut  usi n g  t h e s o n g a n d  w or ds  
t h e H ol y  S pirit  gi v es  t o t h e i n di vi d u al. 
As  e v er y o n e  b e gi ns  t o si n g t h eir o w n  
s o n gs t h e s o u n d  s e e ms  dis c or d a nt  a n d  
c o nfli cti n g,  b ut  as  t h e s o n gs pr o gr ess  
t h e H ol y  S pirit  c a us es  a  b e a utif ul  h ar 
m o n y  of  s o u n d a n d  attit u d e.  T his  f or m 
is al m ost u n h e ar d  of  i n e v a n g eli c al  
cir cl es;  u nf ort u n at el y  a  gr e at  bl essi n g  
i n e x p eri e n ci n g G o d z s pr es e n c e is 
miss e d.  ( T h e W els h  R e vi v al  is t h or
o u g hl y  d o c u m e nt e d  i n t h e b o o k  T h e  
W orl d  Afl a m e  b y  Ri c k  J o y n er, C h ar 
l ott e, N C:  M or ni n g  St ar  P u bli c ati o ns.)

ti m o n y t o a n ot h er p ers o n  a b o ut t h e 
L or d;  t h e L or d  is m e nti o n e d  i n t h e 
t hir d p ers o n r at h er t h a n a d dr ess e d  
dir e ctl y.  F or  e x a m pl e: 〃 His  c hil d  a n d  
f or e v er I a m ” ; "I a m  s o gl a d  t h at J es us  
l o v es m e ” ; "J es us is a  r o c k i n a  w e ar y  
l a n d. " If t h es e s a m e  st at e m e nts  w er e  t o 
h a v e  a v erti c al  l a n g u a g e dir e cti o n  i n 
w hi c h  t h e L or d  is a d dr ess e d dir e ctl y  
a n d  p ers o n all y,  t h e y w o ul d  r e a d s o m e 
t hi n g li k e t his: "I a m
e v er ” ; "I a m  s o gl a d  t h at Y o u  l o v e m e,  
J es us” ; "J es us, Y o u  ar e m y  r o c k i n a  
w e ar y  l a n d. " M ost  of  t h e m usi c  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  us es  is fr o m t his p eri o d.

(r e g ar d e d as t h e " F at h er of  E n glis h  
H y m n o d y. "  Dis c o nt e nt e d  wit h  t h e 

cr u d e p ar a p hr as es  of  t h e ps al ms,  h e  
wr ot e  h y m ns  w hi c h  w er e  i nt e n d e d t o 
lift t h e mi n d  a n d  t h e s pirit: / ZI Si n g  t h e 
Mi g ht y  P o w er  of  G o d, "  " O  G o d,  O ur  
H el p  i n A g es  P ast/ 7 "J o y  t o t h e W orl d, "  
"J es us S h all  R ei g n. "  C h arl es  W esl e y  
wr ot e  6, 5 0 0  h y m ns  i n cl u di n g: " C hrist  
t h e L or d  Is Ris e n  T o d a y, "  " H ar k! t h e 
H er al d  A n g els  Si n g/ 7 " L o v e Di vi n e/'  
" C o m e, T h o u  L o n g  E x p e ct e d  J es us, "  
a n d  " O  f or a  T h o us a n d  T o n g u es. "  T his  
l ast h y m n  ori gi n all y  h a d  1 9  st a n z as.  
J o h n  N e wt o n  wr ot e  t h e b el o v e d  h yr mi  
z/A m a zi n g  Gr a c e "  as  a  t esti m o n y of  his  
c o n v ersi o n  fr o m c a pt ai n  of  a  sl a v e  s hi p  
t o mi nist er  of  t h e g os p el.

T h e  l a n g u a g e of  t h e h y mi'i  is m ost  
fr e q u e ntl y v erti c al  i n dir e cti o n;  t h e w or 
s hi p p er is s p e a ki n g dir e ctl y  a n d  p er 
s o n all y t o t h e L or d.  F or  e x a m pl e: / zI m
m ort al,  i n visi bl e, G o d  o nl y  wis e  ・. ・  
Al mi g ht y,  vi ct ori o us,  T h y  gr e at  n a m e  
w e  pr ais e ” ; 〃 O  G o d,  o ur  h el p  i n a g es  
p ast,  O ur  h o p e  f or y e ars  t o c o m e, B e  
斤 h o u  o ur  g ui d e  w hil e  lif e s h all l ast” ; 

" L o v e di vi n e,  all l o v e e x c elli n g ... 
J es us,  T h o u  art  all  c o m p assi o n ... Visit  
us  wit h  T h y  s al v ati o n/ "

3.  T h e  S e c o n d  Az v a k e n ui g

T h e  n e xt  gr e at  p eri o d  of  r e vi v al w as  
t h e S e c o n d  A w a k e ni n g  w hi c h  b e g a n  
ar o u n d 1 8 0 0. It l e d t o r e vi v als t h at 
c o nti n u e d t hr o u g h t h e 1 9t h  c e nt ur y.  
Gr e at  pr e a c h ers  of  t h e ti m e i n cl u d e d 
C h arl es  Fi n n e y,  D wi g ht  M o o d y,  a n d  
P et er  C art wri g ht.  T h e  A d v e ntist  m o v e 
m e nt  of  t h e 1 8 4 0s  w as  a p art  of  t his 
gr e at  r e vi v al p eri o d.  It gr e w  o ut  of  a  
r e dis c o v er y of  t h e Bi bl e  tr ut h t h atj es us 
will  lit er all y r et ur n t o e art h t o r ei g n 
a n d  r ul e. T h e  m usi c al  f or m G o d  g a v e  
t o t h e C h ur c h  i n t his er a  w as  t h e g os p el 
s o n g.  Tli e  r ei g n of  t h e g os p el  s o n g  w as  
fr o m t h e e n d of  t h e A m eri c a n  Ci vil  
W ar  t o t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  W orl d  W ar  I, 
1 8 6 5- 1 9 1 4.  A  g os p el  s o n g  h as  a  si m pl e 
m el o d y  a n d  h ar m o n y  ( oft e n o nl y  t hr e e 
pri m ar y  c h or ds)  a n d  a  d e v oti o n al  t e xt.

Gr e at  g os p el  s o n g writ ers  i n cl u d e 
P hili p  Bliss,  w h o  wr ot e  " W o n d erf ul  
W or ds  of  Lif e, "  "J es us  L o v es  E v e n  M e, "  
" L et t h e L o w er  Li g hts  B e  B ur ni n g/ *  
a n d  " T h e  Li g ht  of  t h e W orl d  Is J es us. "  
Ir a S a n k e y  g a v e  us  " T h e Ni n et y  a n d  
Ni n e, "  " Hi di n g i n T h e e/ Z Z/ F ait h  Is t h e 
Vi ct or y/'  a n d  " A  S h elt er  i n t h e Ti m e  of  
St or m. "  F a n n y  Cr os b y,  t h e bli n d  q u e e n  
of  g os p el  s o n g  writ ers,  pr o d u c e d  f or us  

a  l e g a c y of  8, 0 0 0  of  
t h e m i n cl u di n g: 
" N e ar t h e Cr oss, "  
" Pr ais e
Pr ais e  Hi m, "  "I  
A m  T hi n e, O  
L or d/ / z R es c u e  t h e 
P eris hi n g/ *  ̂ R e 
d e e m e d/ * " H e  
Hi d et h  M y  S o ul, "  
" Bl ess e d Ass ur 
a n c e/' " C h a n g e d  
i n t h e T wi n kli n g  of  
a n E y e/ Z a n d " T o  
G o d  B e  t h e Gl or y. "  

T h e  l a n g u a g e of  
t h e g os p el  s o n g is 
m ost  fr e q u e ntl y 
h ori z o nt al  i n dir e c 
ti o n; its f o c us is t es-
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T hr e e  W ors hi p  T o ols

P ut  t h es e t hr e e s u g g esti o ns  i nt o pr a c 
ti c e t o h el p  y o u  g et  t h e m ost  o ut  of  
w ors hi p  s o n gs:

b e  us e d  i n His  
m e a n  w e  h a v e  t o n e gl e ct  e arli er  f or ms. 
W e  als o  d o  n ot  n e gl e ct  t h e n e w;  if w e  d o  
w e  ar e  t hr o wi n g a w a y  G o d's  gift.  / zSi n g  
t o t h e L or d  a  n e w  s o n g ” ( Ps al m 9 6: 1).

Pr a y er

L or d  G o d,  I t h a n k Y o u  f or Y o ur  
W or d  of  tr ut h. I t h a n k Y o u  f or pr o p h 
e ci es  of  e n d-ti m e  si g ns. I t h aii k Y o u  f or 
t h e pr o mis e  of  p o uri n g  o ut  Y o ur  H ol y  
S pirit.  I t h a n k Y o u  t h at Y o u  ar e  b e gi n 
ni n g  t o f ulfill Y o ur  W or d  i n m y  lif e
ti m e. T h a n k  Y o u  f or t h e n e w  s o n g  Y o u  
ar e  gi vi n g  Y o ur  C h ur c h,  a  mil est o n e  o n  
t h e r o a d t o J es us' r et ur n. O p e n  m y  
h e art;  br e a k  d o w n  m y  w alls  t h at I m a y  
r e c ei v e all Y o u  h a v e  t o gi v e  m e.  I n 
J es us' n a m e,  A m e n!  

1.  R ais e d  h a n ds  —  " M os es  b uilt  a n  
alt ar  a n d  c all e d  it T h e  L or d  is m y  B a n 
n er.  H e  s ai d, T or  h a n ds  w er e  lift e d u p  
t o t h e t hr o n e of  t h e L or d' "  ( E x. 1 7: 1 5,  
1 6,  NI V).  W h e n  w e  r ais e o ur  h a n ds  i n 
w ors hi p  w e  ar e  r e a c hi n g o ut  t o G o d;  
w e  ar e  "t o u c hi n g "  His  t hr o n e.

2.  Cl os e d  e y es  —  As  w e  w ors hi p  w e  
s h o ul d b e  vis u ali zi n g  t h e L or d  s e at e d  
i n m aj est y  a n d  str e n gt h. Cl os e d  e y es  
k e e p  t h e t e m p or al ar o u n d  us  o ut  of  o ur  
c o ns ci o us n ess s o t h at w e  c a n m or e  
p erf e ctl y  "s e e " t h e L or d.

3.  R e p etiti o n  —  " T h e f o ur li vi n g 
cr e at ur es ... d a y  a n d  ni g ht  t h e y d o  n ot  
c e as e t o s a y, ' H ol y, h ol y,  h ol y,  is t h e

L or d,  t h e Al mi g ht y' "  ( R e v. 4: 8).  T his(  
m ess a g e  is r e p e at e d 2 4  h o urs  p er  d a y  
e v er y  d a y  of  t h e y e ar,  n ot  b e c a us e  G o d  
h as n't  h e ar d  it, n ot  b e c a us e  t h e f o ur 
cr e at ur es h a v e n't  l e ar n e d itz b ut  b e 
c a us e G O D  I S W O R T H Y!  D o n't  b e  
afr ai d  t o si n g  a  s o n g  s e v er al  ti m es. G o d  
is w ort h y  of  o ur  r e p e at e d pr ais e.  R e p 
etiti o n ri ds o ur  miii ds  of  cl utt er  a n d  
cl arifi es  o ur  f o c us o n  a p arti c ul ar  as 
p e ct  of  G o d  as  e x pr ess e d  b y  t h e l yri cs. 
It ai ds  t h e h e art  i n w ors hi p pi n g  w h oll y.

[ NI V: p e o pl e]  ... I will  p o ur  o ut  M y  
S pirit  i n t h os e d a ys ... b ef or e  t h e gr e at  
a n d  a w es o m e  d a y  of  t h e L or d  c o m es  
... w h o e v er  c alls o n  t h e n a m e  of  t h e 
L or d  will  b e  d eli v er e d  [ NI V: s a v e d] / z 
(J o el 2: 2 8- 3 2,  N A S V).  N oti c e  t h at J o el  
pr e di cts  a  gr e at  dis p e nsi n g  of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit  ( w hi c h i m pli es a  ti m e of  r e n e w al/ 
r e vi v al) i n t h e d a ys  b ef or e  t h e r et ur n of  
J es us  C hrist.  P et er  q u ot es  t h e J o el p as 
s a g e o n  t h e D a y  of  P e nt e c ost  a n d  a p 
pli es  it t o t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit.  
T h at  w as  i n d e e d o n e  f ulfill m e nt of  t h e 
p ass a g e,  b ut  n ot  t h e f ulfill m e nt i n di
c at e d  b y  t h e c o nt e xt  —  t h at is a n  e n d 
ti m e dis p e nsi n g  of  t h e S pirit.  J ust  pri or  
t o t h e r et ur n of  J es us t h e S pirit  will  b e  
wi d el y  i m p art e d a n d  a  gr e at  h ar v est  of  
s o uls will  fi n d s al v ati o n i n J es us.

T h er e  is c urr e ntl y a gr e at  r e vi v al 
s w e e pi n g t h e pl a n et.  R e p orts  of  r e
vi v al  a n d  r e n e w al ar e  b ei n g  r e c ei v e d 
fr o m C o m m u nist  c o u ntri es  —  R ussi a,  
C hi n a;  fr o m C o m m o n w e alt h  c o u ntri es  
— A ustr ali a,  N e w  Z e al a n d,  C a n a d a,  
U nit e d  Ki n g d o m;  fr o m Bi bl e  c oll e g es  
a cr oss N ort h  A m eri c a.  W e  m ust  n ot  
dis c ar d  t h e pr o p h eti c  l e giti m a c y of  t his 
r e vi v al! As  a  Bi bl e- b eli e vi n g  a d v e ntist  
p e o pl e  w e  
e m br a c e  w h at  G o d  is d oi n g.  W e  s h o ul d  
r e a dil y s e e t h e pr es e nt  gr e at  o ut p o ur 
i n g of  t h e H ol y  S pirit  as  a  f ulfill m e nt of  
J o el's  pr o p h e c y  a n d  a  m aj or  si g n  of  t h e 
n e ar n ess  of  t h e " gr e at a n d a w es o m e  
d a y  of  t h e L or d. "  If w e'r e  n ot  e m br a c 
i n g G o d's  pr es e nt  a cti o ns,  ar e  w e  tr ul y 
Bi bl e  b eli e vi n g ?  If w e'r e  n ot  r e c o g ni z
i n g t h at G o d  is m ar c hi n g  o n,  t h at G o d  
is p ai nti n g  o n,  w e  ar e d e n yi n g  t h e 
pr es e nt  o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  
T o  b e  o ut  of  st e p  wit h  G o d  is o n e  pl a c e  
I d o n't  w a nt  t o b e!  ( S e e A cts  7: 5 1.)

I n t his gr e at  e n d-ti m e r e vi v al n o w  
o c c urri n g  G o d  h as  gi v e n  t h e C h ur c h  a  
n e w  m usi c al  f or m t o us e  i n w ors hi p 
pi n g  Hi m,  t h e " w ors hi p  c h or us. "  T his  
f or m b e g a n  i n t h e e arl y 1 9 8 0s  a n d  is 
j ust n o w  c o mi n g  i nt o f ull bl o o m.  T h e  
gr e at  i n cr e asi n g of  t h e gift  of  i ns pir a
ti o n t o c o m p os e ( d o c u m e nt e d i n t h e

i n cr e as e d p u blis hi n g  of  w ors hi p  s o n gs  
a n d  t h eir a c c e pt a n c e  b y  a n d  bl essi n g  t o 
t h e C h ur c h)  is a n  o b vi o us  e vi d e n c e  of  
t h e a cti vit y  a n d  dis p e nsi n g  of  t h e H ol y  
S pirit.  T his  n e w  f or m is G o d's  c urr e nt  
gift  t o t h e C h ur c h  t o b e  us e d  f or His  
pr ais e.  T h e  w ors hi p  c h or us utili z es  
v erti c al  l a n g u a g e, oft e n  c o nt ai ni n g  bi b 
li c al q u ot ati o ns.  Its l yri cs e x pr ess  p er 
s o n al aff e cti o n  f or t h e L or d;  its h ar m o 
ni es  utili z e  w ar m,  m o d er n-s o u n di n g  
c h or ds  (s o m e of  t h e m mi n or).

W h at  a pri vil e g e  it is t o b e  ali v e  at  
t his ti m e t o wit n ess  G o d  s e n di n g  
vi v al  a n d gi vi n g  a n e w  s o n g t o His  
p e o pl e,  a  n e w  m usi c al  f or m of  pr ais e  
a n d  w ors hi p.  N ot  e v er y o n e  r e c o g ni z es 
t h at G o d  is n o w  p ai nti n g  wit h  n e w  
br us h  str o k es; n ot  e v er y o n e  w el c o m es  
t his c h a n g e. Y et,  if G o d  is gi vi n g  t h e 
s o n g  —  a n d  G o d  o nl y  gi v es  g o o d  gifts  
(J a m es 1: 1 7)  —  w h o  ar e  w e  t o r ef us e 
it ? ? As  G o d  gi v es  n e w  m usi c al  f or ms t o 

w ors hi p,  it d o es  n ot

I h a v e  pr es e nt e d  t his m at eri al  i n 
w or ks h o p  s etti n gs w hi c h  c o n cl u d e d  
wit h  a  ti m e of  pr ais e  usi n g  s e v er al  n e w  
w ors hi p  s o n gs.  O n e  of  t h e m ost  e x hil a 
r ati n g r es p o ns es I r e c ei v e d w as  fr o m a  
w o m a n  w h o  st at e d: 〃 N o  o n e  h as  e v er  
t a u g ht m e  h o w  t o us e  w ors hi p  c h o 
r us es b ef or e.  As  I s a n g  t h e m t o G o d  li k e 
y o u  t a u g ht us,  I e x p eri e n c e d  a  gr e at er  
s e ns e of  His  pr es e n c e  t h a n F v e  e v er  
k n o w n. "  O n  a n ot h er  o c c asi o n  a  p ast o n  
e x cit e dl y r e m ar k e d, " M y e y es h a v e "  

b e e n  o p e n e d! , z R e a cti o ns  s u c h as  t h es e 
ar e  o c c urri n g  i n all  d e n o mi n ati o ns;  st a 
tisti cs s h o w  a  pr es e nt- d a y  r et ur n t o t h e 
z e al of  N e w  T est a m e nt  e x p eri e nti al  
w ors hi p.  As  w e  s e e k  G o d  i n vit al  w or 
s hi p H e  r e v e als Hi ms elf  t o us.
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T h e m ess a g e "  of  

C o m m u ni o n  is i m p ort a nt 

a n d  d es er v es  o ur  f ull 

att e nti o n.

b o d y  a n d bl o o d  of  t h e L or d "  ( v. 2 7,  
NI V).  P arti ci p atiii g  / zm  a n u n w ort h y  
m a n n er "  bri n gs  j u d g m e nt ( v v. 2 9- 3 1),  
a n d n o n e  of  us  wis h es  t o tr a ns gr ess 
tl'iis c o ni m a n d.  T h er ef or e,  w e  e x a mi n e  
o urs el v es  b ef or e  p arti ci p ati n g,  s e ei n g  
h o w  w ell  w e  " m e as ur e  u p. "  If w e  f e el 
s pirit u al e n o u g h, w e  m a y  pr o c e e d;  if 
w e  d o n't,  b ett er  "s af e t h a n s orr y. "

B ut  is t his r e all y P a ul's  m e a ni n g ?  
W as  t his J es us' m e a ni n g ?  C o nsi d er  
J es us' w or ds  i n J o h n 6:

HI S  D O  I N r e m e m br a n c e 
of  m e/ / Witli  t h es e w or ds  
ri n g m g i n o ur  e ars,  w e  c el 

e br at e  C o m m u ni o n  all  o v er  t h e c h ur c h  
of  G o d.  As  w e  dr m k  t h e c u p  a n d  e at  t h e 
br e a d,  w e  r efl e ct o n  C hrist's  s a crifi c e 
a n d  l o o k f or w ar d t o His  r et ur n t o es 
t a blis h His  ki n g d o m.

Y et  C o m m u ni o n  is m or e  t h a n a  m e 
m ori al.  O ur  c o nti n u e d  p arti ci p ati o n  i n 
t his p o w erf ull y  s y m b oli c c er e m o n y  
m ol ds  o ur  t hi n ki n g a n d  bri n gs  t o lif e 
d e e pl y  s pirit u al tr ut hs i n v er y  c o n cr et e  
w a ys.  It s h a p es  o ur  i d e ntit y as  a  p e o pl e  
of  G o d  a n d  pr o vi d es  t h e tr ul y bl ess e d  
ass ur a n c e  t h at w e  h a v e  b e e n  r e d e e m e d 
b y  t h e bl o o d  of  t h e L a m b.  T h e  / zm es-  

s a g e "  of  C o m m u ni o n  is i m p ort a nt a n d  
d es er v es  o ur  f ull att e nti o n.

A n  U n w ort h y  M a n n er ?

Fr o m  w h at  h as  b e e n  s ai d, it f oll o ws 
t h at b eli e v ers  s h o ul d s h ar e C o m m u n 
i o n at e v er y r e as o n a bl e o p p ort u nit y.  
Y et z oft e n  b eli e v ers  a bst ai n  fr o m s h ar 
i n g i n t his ri c h e x p eri e n c e.  T h e y  all o w  
t h e br e a d  a n d  t h e c u p  t o p ass  t h e m b y  
as  t h e y sit i n g uilt  a n d  s h a m e, wis hiii g  
t h e y w er e  m or e  w ort h y.  T h er e  w as  a  
ti m e w h e n  I m ys elf  w o ul d  a bst ai n  if I 
w er e  str u g gli n g  wit h  s o m e si n.

W h at  is it t h at dri v es  b eli e v ers  fr o m 
tli eir L or d's  t a bl e i n t h es e s pirit u all y 
i nti m at e m o m e nts ?  T his  pr a cti c e  st e ms 
fr o m P a ul's  w ar ni n g  i n 1 C ori nt hi a ms  
1 1: 2 7- 3 2.  T h er e  P a ul  t ells us  t o e x a mi n e  
o urs el v es  b ef or e  c o m m u ni n g, f or 
/ zw h o e v er  e ats  di e  br e a d  or  dri n ks  t h e 
c u p  of  t h e L or d  i n a n  u n w ort h y  m a n 
n er  will  b e  g uilt y  of  si n ni n g  a g ai nst  t h e

J es us s ai d t o t h e m, "I t ell y o u  t h e tr ut h, 
u nl ess  y o u  e at t h e fl es h of  t h e S o n  of  
M a n  a n d  dri n k  his  bl o o d,  y o u  h a v e  n o  
lif e i n y o u.  W h o e v er  e ats  m y  fl es h a n d  
dri n ks  m y  bl o o d  h as  et er n al  lif ez a n d I 
will  r ais e hi m  u p  at  t h e l ast d a y.  F or  m y  
fl es h is r e al f o o d a n d m y  bl o o d  is r e al 
dri n k.  W h o e v er  e ats  m y  fl es h a n d  dri n ks  
m y  bl o o d  r e m ai ns i n m e,  a n d  I i n hi m ”  
( v v. 5 3- 5 6,  NI V).

C o nsi d er  f urt h er t h e f a ct t h at J es us'  
bl o o d  cl e a ns es us  fr o m si n. W h e n  w e  
ar e  g uilt y,  t h at is w h e n  w e  n e e d  J es us 
t h e m ost.  W h e n  w e  ar e  str u g gli n g, t h at 
is w h e n  w e  n e e d  t h e h el p  a n d  s u p p ort 
of  t h e b o d y.  W e  n e e d  t o b e  r e mi n d e d 
t h at w e  ar e  i n a  f ell o ws hi p of  br ot h ers  
a n d  sist ers w h o  r e pr es e nt J es us t o us z 
a n d w e  n e e d  t h e str e n gt h a n d  ass ur 
a n c e  pr o vi d e d  b y  t h e C o ni m uiii o n  c el 
e br ati o n.  T o  s hri n k a w a y  fr o m it is t o 
r etr e at wit hi n  o urs el v es  a n d  s uff er si 
l e ntl y.

W h at,  t h e n, di d  P a ul  m e a n  i n 1  
C ori nt hi a ns ?  C o nsi d er  t h e c o nt e xt.  T h e  
C ori nt hi a n  b eli e v ers  w er e  a b usi n g  t h e 
L or d's  S u p p er:

—
一
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P arti ci p ati o n  i n t h e B o d y  

T his  m ess a g e  is

h o m e,  s o t h at w h e n  y o u  m e et  t o g et h er 
it m a y  n ot  r es ult i n j u d g m e nt”  ( v v. 3 3 z 
3 4,  NI V).

W h e n  w e  str u g gl e  wit h  si n a n d  fi n d 
o urs el v es  i n n e e d  of  f or gi v e n ess, l et us  
s e e k  t h at f or gi v e n ess a n d  e a g erl y  r e a c h 
f or t h e cl e a nsi n g bl o o d  of  C hrist.  / zIs 
n ot  t h e c u p  of  t h a n ks gi vi n g f or w hi c h  
v v e  gi v e  t h a n ks a p arti ci p ati o n  i n t h e 
bl o o d  of  C hrist ? ” ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 6 a,  NI V).  
L et  us  s h ar e t h e C o m m u ni o n  e x p eri 
e n c e  a n d  t h e r e ass ur a n c e t h at w e  ar e  
p art  of  G o c Ts  p e o pl e.  "Is  n ot  t h e br e a d  
t h at w e  br e a k  a p arti ci p ati o n  i n t h e 
b o d y  of  C hrist ? ”  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 6 b,  NI V).

T h e  C ori nt hi a ns'  b e h a vi or  c o ntr a 
di ct e d  t h e w h ol e  p oi nt  of  t h e C o m 
m u ni o n  e x p eri e n c e. R at h er  t h a n c el 
e br ati n g  t h eir u nit y,  t h e y w er e  r e v e al
i n g t h eir di visi o n.  H e n c e  P a ul's  q u es 
ti o n, " D o y o u  d es pis e  t h e c h ur c h of  
G o d ? 〃  T h e y  w er e  e ati n g  a n d  dri n ki n g  
" wit h o ut r e c o g ni zi n g t h e b o d y  of  t h e 
L or d "  ( v. 2 9),  t h at is, t h e b o d y  of  C hrist  
of  w hi c h  t h e y w er e  p art.  As  s u c h, t h e y 
w er e  e ati n g  a n d dri n ki n g  "i n a n u n 
w ort h y  m a n n er "  a n d bri n gi n g  j u d g
m e nt  o n  t h e ms el v es. T h e  " u n w ort h y  
m a n n er "  r el at es t o t h e w a y  t h e y a b us e d  
t h e L or d's  S u p p er.  T his  o bs er v ati o n  is 
c o nfir m e d b y  v ers es  3 3  a n d 3 4: " S o  
t h e n, m y  br ot h ers,  w h e n  y o u  c o m e  
t o g et h er t o e at,  w ait  f or e a c h  ot h er.  If 
a n y o n e is h u n gr y,  h e  s h o ul d e at at

o n e  of  h o p e  a n d  
c o mf ort,  b ut  it is als o  o n e  of  w ar ni n g.  
P a ul  dir e cts  o ur  att e nti o n  t o t h e b o d y  
a n d  as ks  us  t o e x a mi n e  o urs el v es.  Ar e  
w e  c o m m u ni n g  as  a  b o d y ?  Ri g ht  r el a
ti o ns hi ps wit hi n  t h e b o d y  ar e  ess e nti al.  
J es us t a u g ht t h at t his as p e ct  of  c h ur c h  
lif e is t o t a k e pr e c e d e n c e  o v er  w ors hi p  
( cf. M att.  5: 2 3,  2 4).

C o m m u ni o n  is n ot  a n  i n di vi d u alis
ti c m att er;  it is a b o d y  m att er.  W e  
c o m m u n e  as  a  b o d y;  w e  c o m e t o t h e

L or d's  t a bl e as  a f a mil y. T his  tr ut h i] 
b o u n d  u p  i n t h e bi bli c al  s y m b ol of  t h e 
o n e  l o af a n d t h e o n e  c u p. z/ B e c a us e  
t h er e is o n e  l o af/ * P a ul  writ es,  " w e,  
w h o  ar e  m a n y,  ar e  
p art a k e  of  di e  o n e  l o afz/ ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 7,  
NI V).

T h e  N e w  T est a m e nt  C hristi a ns  c el 
e br at e d  C o m m u ni o n  b y  s h ari n g  a  si n gl e  
c u p  a n d  a  si n gl e  l o af of  br e a d  as  visi bl e  
si g ns of  t h eir u nit y  ( 1 C or.  1 0: 1 7).  I n 
t his t h e y f oll o w e d t h e p att er n  of  J es us  
a n d His  dis ci pl es  at t h e first L or d 怎  
S u p p er  ( M ar k 1 4: 2 2,  2 3).  Wit h o ut  t his 
s y m b ol, it is e as y  t o f or g et t h e c o m m u 
n al  n at ur e  of  t his i m p ort a nt c er e m o n y.

T h e  n e xt  ti m e y o ur c h ur c h  c el e br at es  
C o m m u ni o n,  t a k e a l o o k ar o u n d t h e 
r o o m a n d c o nsi d er t h e br ot h ers  a n d  
sist ers wit h  w h o m  y o u  ar e  c o m m u n 
i n g. E v al u at e  y o ur  r el ati o ns hi ps wit h  
t h e m. D o  y o u  d es pis e  t h e c h ur c h of  
G o d ?  C o nsi d er  h o w  t o p ut  a n  e n d t o 
u nr es ol v e d  c o nfli cts. D o  y o u  r e c o g
ni z e  t h e b o d y  of  t h e L or d ?  If s o, c o m 
m u n e  wit h  t h a n ks gi vi n g. Ar e  y o u ^ ^  
str u g gli n g wit h  si n ? Dri n k  d e e pl y  o 日 册  

t h e c u p  of  f or gi v e n ess. 

W h e n  y o u  c o m e  t o g et h er, it is n ot  t h e 
L or d's  S u p p er  y o u  e at, f or as  y o u  e at,  
e a c h  of  y o u g o es  a h e a d  wit h o ut  w aiti n g  
f or a n y b o d y  els e.  O n e  r e m ai ns h u n gr y,  
a n ot h er g ets  dr u n k.  D o n't  y o u  h a v e  
h o m es  t o e at  a n d  dri n k  i n ? Or  d o  y o u  
d es pis e  t h e c h ur c h  of  G o d  a n d  h u mili 
at e  t h os e w h o  h a v e  n ot hi n g ?  W h at  s h all 
I s a y t o y o u ?  S h all  I pr ais e  y o u  f or t his ? 
C ert ai nl y  n ot!  ( 1 C or.  1 1: 2 0- 2 2,  NI V).
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W e  n e e d  t o fi n d o ur  

pl a c e  i n G o d's  

pr o gr essi v e  pl a n.

G o d's  bl u e pri nt,  J es us di e d  i n t h e b e 
gi n ni n g,  o ur  r e d e m pti o n w as  pl a n n e d  
t h e n, b ut  it b e c o m es  a  r e alit y w h e n  w e  
a c c e pt  C hrist  as o ur  p ers o n al  S a vi or.  
J es us " h as a b olis h e d d e at h , z ( 2 Ti m.  
l: 1 0)z  b ut  d e at h  is still  v er y  m u c h  a  p art  
of  o ur  w orl d.  P a ul  t h e a p ostl e w as  
s p e a ki n g i n t h e " pr o p h eti c pr es e nt/'  
D e at h,  "t h e  l ast e n e m y, "  is j ust as  c er 
t ai n t o b e  d estr o y e d  as  if it h a d  alr e a d y  
b e e n  d o n e.  G o d  " c alls t hi n gs t h at ar e  
n ot  as  t h o u g h t h e y w er e ”  ( R o m. 4: 1 7).

O D  I S T H E  P E R P E T U A L  
c o nt e m p or ar y, t h e o nl y  
u n c a us e d  c a us e.  H e  s e es all  

t hi n gs fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  t o t h e e n d  at  
t h e s a m e  ti m e. H e  " c alls  t hi n gs t h at ar e  
n ot  as  t h o u g h t h e y w er e ”  ( R o m. 4: 1 7,  
NI V).  G o d  oft e n  s p e a ks as  if t h e f ut ur e 
w er e  alr e a d y  h er e.  H e  st a n ds i n G e n 
esis a n d s e es His  w h ol e  pl a n  at t h e 
s a m e ti m e a n d s p e a ks as if it w er e  
alr e a d y  c o m pl et e d.  " K n o w n  u nt o  G o d  
ar e  all  his  w or ks  fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  
t h e w orl d ” ( A cts 1 5: 1 8).  G o d  s e es t h e 
f ut ur e as  cl e arl y  as  H e  s e es t h e p ast.

St u d e nts  s o m eti m es r ef er t o t his 
h c o n c e pt  as  t h e " pr o p h eti c  pr es e nt. "  W e  
n n ust  c o n n e ct  t h e pr es e nt  wit h  t h e p ast  
a n d t h e n p oi nt  t o t h e f ut ur e. G o d's  
pl a n  is m o vi n g  o n  s c h e d ul e t o t h e ti m e 
w h e n  H e  s u ms u p  all  t hi n gs i n C hrist  
( E p h. l: 1 0z N A S B).  W e  h a v e  t o fi n d o ur  
pl a c e  i n G o d's  pr o gr essi v e  pl a n.  W e  
li v e i n t h e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y,  n ot  t h e 
d a ys  of  M os es  or  Is ai a h or  of  J es us z 
e art hl y  mi nistr y.

M a n y  v ers es  of  S cri pt ur e  ar e  writ 
t e n i n t h e " pr o p h eti c pr es e nt/'  G o d  
s ai d t o A br afi a m:  〃I  h a v e  m a d e  y o u  a  

f at h er of  m a n y  n ati o ns ” ( G e n. 1 7: 5 Z  
NI V).  At  t h at ti m e A br a h a m  w as  t h e 
f at h er of  n o  n ati o n,  a n d  Is a a c, t h e o n e  
t hr o u g h w h o m  t h e M essi a h  w o ul d  
c o m e,  h a d  n ot  b e e n  b o m.  Is ai a h wr ot e:  
" U nt o  us  a  c hil d  is b o m,  u nt o  us  a  S o n  
is gi v e n "  ( 9: 6). N oti c e  t h e pr es e nt  t e ns e, 
b ut  J es us w as  b o m  i n B et hl e h e m  a n d  
gi v e n  u p  t o di e  o n  C al v ar y  c e nt uri es  
l at er. M or e o v er,  S cri pt ur e  s a ys t h at 
J es us w as  "sl ai n fr o m t h e f o u n d ati o n 
of  t h e w orl d ” ( R e v. 1 3: 8),  b ut  w e  all

o w  t h at H e  di e d  a b o ut  3 0  A. D.  I n

Et er n al  Lif e  i n t h e Pr es e nt  T e ns e

J o h n,  t h e b el o v e d  dis ci pl e,  s p e a ks  of  
b eli e v ers  as  h a vi n g  et er n al  lif e n o w.  
writ e  t h es e t hi n gs t o y o u  w h o  b eli e v e  
i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e S o n  of  G o d  s o t h at 
y o u  m a y  k n o w  t h at y o u  h a v e  [ pr es e nt 
t e ns e] et er n al  lif e, z ( 1 J o h n 5: 1 3,  NI V).  
O b vi o usl y,  w e  ar e  all  m ort al  a n d  s u b 
j e ct t o d e at h  n o w,  b ut  b eli e v ers  ar e  j ust 
as  s ur e t o g et  et er n al lif e w h e n  J es us 
c o m es  as if t h e y alr e a d y  h a d  it. G o d  
" c alls t hi n gs t h at ar e n ot  as t h o u g h 
t h e y w er e. "

Is ai a h 5 3  is a  d et ail e d  a c c o u nt  of  t h e 
d e at h  of  C hrist  i n t h e p ast  t e ns e, al 
t h o u g h it w as  writt e n  a b o ut  s e v e n  c e n 
t uri es b ef or e  C hrist  w as  b or n.  J es us 
w as  b or n  t o di e.  H e  li v e d His  w h ol e  lif e 
i n t h e s h a d o w  of  t h e cr oss.  T h e  s h a d o w  
of  t h e cr oss  r e a c h e d all  t h e w a y  b a c k  t o 
t h e m a n g er.

Is ai a h w as  s p e a ki n g pr ol e pti c all y,  
t h at is i n a n a nti ci p ati v e s e ns e, as if 
C hrist  h a d  alr e a d y  di e d  w h e n  i n r e al
it y H e  h a d  n ot.  M y  di cti o n ar y  d efi n es  
t h e w or d  " pr ol e pti c " as  f oll o ws: " T h e  
r e pr es e nt ati o n or  ass u m pti o n of  a
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alr e a d y pr es e nt,  
t h e y m a y  pr o v e

All  J es us'  E n e mi es  
Ar e  U n d er  His  F e et

S cri pt ur e  s a ys as  m u c h,  y et  t h at is 
n ot  a  r e alit y t o d a y, b ut  it is j ust as  g o o d  
as d o n e  b e c a us e  G o d's  pr o mis es  ar e  
s ur e. S e e  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 2 4- 2 8.  G o d  
oft e n  s p e a ks wit h  t h e c ert ai nt y  of  f ul

fill m e nt. Wit h  Hi m  it's a " D O N E  
D E A L, "  alt h o u g h  it m a y  n ot  b e c o m e  a  
r e alit y f or mill e n ni a  d o w n  t h e r o a d.

I n pr o p h e c y  f ut ur e e v e nts  ar e  s e e n  
as n e ar  at h a n d  or  
t h o u g h i n f ulfill m e nt 
t o b e  c e nt uri es r e m o v e d fr o m t h e 
pr o p h et's d a y. T h e  pr o p h ets  oft e n  vi e w  
t hi n gs f ut ur e as  if t h e y w er e  pr es e nt  or  
h a d  alr e a d y  o c c urr e d.

" Pr o p h e ci es of  t hi n gs f ut ur e m a y  
b e  e x pr ess e d i n pr es e nt  a n d p erf e ct  
v er b  t e ns es as w ell  as f ut ur e t e ns es. 
O bs er v e  t h e mi xt ur e  of  pr es e nt,  p ast,  
a n d  f ut ur e t e ns es i n Is a. 5 3.  T h e  us e  of  
' pr ol e pti c p ast *  a n d  ' pr ol e pti c pr es e nt *  
v er bs  as  w ell  as  v er bs  i n f ut ur e t e ns e is 
a c o m m o n r h et ori c al d e vi c e  i n Bi bl e  
pr o p h e c y  ”  ( R o b ert S h a n k,  p.  3 6 4).
T h e  st yl e of  writi n g  i n t h e Bi bl e  is 
diff er e nt  fr o m a n y ot h er  b o o k.  G o d  
s e es His  pl a n  c o m pl et e d at o n e  ti m e 
a n d s p e a ks a c c or di n gl y. I m mi n e nt 
n e ar n ess  a n d  a ct u al  arri v al  s o m eti m es  
o v erl a p,  it is diffi c ult  t o s p e a k of  o n e  
wit h o ut  als o  s p e a ki n g  of  t h e ot h er,  a n d  
pr a cti c al  disti n cti o ns  s o m eti m es  br e a k  
d o w n.

'' Tr a nsl at e d i nt o t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
His  D e ar  S o n "  ( C ol. 1: 1 3)

P a ul  ass ur es  b eli e v ers  t h at t h e y h a v e  
b e e n  tr a nsl at e d i nt o t h e c o mi n g  ki n g 
d o m.  P er h a ps  t h e a p ostl e  is s p e a ki n g  
pr ol e pti c all y.  I n li g ht of  w h at  w e  h a v e  
l e ar n e d i n t his arti cl e,  t h at is pr o b a bl y  
t h e b est  w a y  t o i nt er pr et t h e p ass a g e.  
C ert ai nl y  t h e o n es  
r ul e i n t h eir h e arts  t o d a y ar e c a n di 
d at es  f or citi z e ns i n t h e c o mi n g  ki n g 
d o m.  B y  f ait h t h e y h a v e  ass ur a n c e  of  a  
pl a c e  i n t h e r ul ers hi p of  t h e a g e t o 
c o m e.  C hristi a ns  ar e  h eirs  of  t h e ki n g 
d o m  of  C hrist.  " H e ar k e n,  m y  b el o v e d

e ar-  
o ur  r e

d e m pti o n.  T h e  s e c o n d will  c o m pl et e  it 
i n gl or y  ( R o m. 8: 1 7- 2 5).  K e e p  l o o ki n g 
u p!  O ur  r e d e m pti o n is dr a wi n g  n e ar  

( L u k e 2 1: 2 8).  

br et hr e n,  H at h  n ot  G o d  c h os e n t h e 
p o or  of  t his w orl d  ri c h i n f ait h, a n d  
h eirs  of  t h e kiii g d o m  w hi c h  h e  h at h  
pr o mis e d t o t h e m t h at l o v e hi m ? ”  
(J a m es 2: 5).  O n e  c a n't  b e  a n  h eir  a n d  
p oss ess or  of  s o m et hi n g at t h e s a m e  
ti m e.

T h e  Gr e e k  pr e p ositi o n ns,  tr a nsl at e d 
“ i nt o” ( C ol. 1: 1 3),  c a n als o b e  tr a ns
l at e d "i n or d er  t o, f or, wit h  a  vi e w  t o, 
f or t h e us e  of  or  s er vi c e of z wit h  r ef er
e n c e  t o 〃 ( T h a y er s Gr e e k  E n glis h  L e xi c o n  
of  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt).  P er h a ps  B e n-  
j a m m  Wils o n  i n his  E m p h ati c  Di a gl ott  
tr a nsl at e d it b est:  " W h o d eli v er e d  us  
fr o m t h e d o mi ni o n  of  d ar k n ess  a n d  
c h a n g e d  us  f or t h e ki n g d o m  of  t h e S o n  
of  his  l o v e. " T h e  pr o p h eti c  pr es e nt  is 
t h e writ er's  w a y  of  e x pr essi n g  t h e c er 
t ai nt y of  G o d 怎  pr o p h eti c  w or d  b ei n g  
f ulfill e d. G o d  s e es t h e p ast,  pr es e nt,  
a n d  f ut ur e si m ult a n e o usl y a n d  s o m e 
ti m es s p e a ks fr o m t h at p ers p e cti v e.

B eli e v ers,  b y  f ait h, h a v e  i n d e e d b e e n ^ *  
j u di ci all y tr a nsf err e d iiit o t h e ki n g d o m  
of G o d's  d e ar S o n, s p e a ki n g  
pr ol e pti c all y.  T h eir  n a m es  ar e  writt e n  
i n t h e L a m b's  b o o k  of  lif e ( P hil. 4: 3;  
R e v.  3: 5;  1 3: 8).  J es us p ai d  o ur  d e bt  i n 
f ull o n  C al v ar y  s o w e  will  b e  c h a n g e d  
t o i m m ort alit y "i n a m o m e nt,  i n t h e 
t wi n kli n g of  a n  e y e "  w h e n  J es us  c o m es  
( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 1- 5 8;  1  T h ess.  4: 1 3- 1 8).  O ur  
j u d g m e nt f or si n is a n a c c o m plis h e d  
f a ct.

Of  c o urs e  G o d  is t h e S o v er ei g n  R ul er  
of  t h e e ntir e  u ni v ers e  a n d  t h e C h ur c h  
t o d a y c o m es u n d er  His  d o m ai n.  H e  
r ul es o v er  all.

T h e  first a d v e nt br o u g ht  t h e 
n est,  t h e d o w n  p a y m e nt,  of

f ut ur e a ct or  d e v el o p m e nt  as if pr es 
e ntl y  e xisti n g  or  a c c o m plis h e d/'  M u c h  
of  G o d's  W or d  is writt e n  i n t h at st yl e. 
W h e n  I l e ar n e d t h at, t h e w h ol e  ar g u 
m e nt  f or t h e pr e e xist e n c e  of  C hrist  
dis a p p e ar e d  as  t h e mist  b ef or e  t h e ris
i n g s u n. R e m e m b er  t h at G o d  s e es t h e 
e n d  fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  a n d  s p e a ks as  
if t h e f ut ur e is pr es e nt  or  p ast.

T w o  mill e n ni a  b ef or e  J es us' birt h,  
J o b  t h e ol d  p atri ar c h  c o ul d  s a y,  "I  k n o w  
t h at m y  r e d e e m er li v et hz/ Q o b  1 9: 2 5).  
At  t h at p oi nt  i n ti m e, J es us h a d  n ot  
b e e n  b or n,  m u c h  l ess r es urr e ct e d. J o b 
w as  s p e a ki n g  wit h  t h e c ert ai nt y  of  f ul
fill m e nt. Li k e wis e,  J o h n t h e r e v el at or 
writ es  i n t h e s a m e  st yl e: " T h e  ki n g d o m  
of  t h e w orl d  h as  b e c o m e  t h e ki n g d o m  
of  o ur  L or d,  a n d  of  His  C hrist;  a n d  H e  
will  r ei g n f or e v er a n d  e v er ”  ( R e v. 1 1: 1 5,  
N A S B).

N ot hi n g  i n o ur  pr es e nt  a g e c orr e 
s p o n ds t o t h e bi bli c al  pr e di cti o n  of  t h e 
ki n g d o m.  C hrist  is n ot  n o w  o n  His  
t hr o n e i n J er us al e m  r uli n g i n tr ut h a n d  
ri g ht e o us n ess, alt h o u g h  t h e Bi bl e  s a ys  
H e  is. Z/ B ut  as  f or M e,  I h a v e  i nst all e d 
M y  Ki n g  u p o n  Zi o n,  M y  h ol y  m o u n-  
t ai n”  ( Ps a. 2: 6,  N A S B).  N oti c e  t h e p ast  
t e ns e. M a n y  v ers es  fit i nt o t his c at 
e g or y. E x pl ai n  o n e  a n d y o u  e x pl ai n  
t h e m all. G o d  is m o vi n g  ki n gs  a n d  
ki n g d o ms  t o w ar d t h e gl ori o us  s e c o n d  
c o mi n g of  C hrist  a n d t h e est a blis h 
m e nt  of  His  M essi a ni c  ki n g d o m  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e w orl d.
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If  y o u  ar e  g oi n g  t o l e a d 

y o u  n e e d  t o k n o w  h o w  

t o f oll o w.

m ust  c o ns ult  t h e e x a m pl e  of  J es us a n d  
His  t e a c hi n g i n t h e W or d.  T h e  h us b a n d  
s h o ul d s a y: " F or t o m e,  t o l e a d is 
C hrist. "  T h e  wif e  s h o ul d s a y: z, F or  t o 
m e z t o s u b mit is C hrist. "  T h e y  b ot h  
m ust  fi n d o ut  h o w  C hrist  w a nts  t o 
s h a p e t h e pr a cti c e  of  t h eir r es p e cti v e 
c alli n gs.

O ur  pri m ar y  c o n c er n  h er e  is wit h  
t h e m a n  a n d  s o w e  s h all c o nsi d er  f ur
t h er t h e n at ur e  of  his  l e a d ers hi p. W hil e  
it is c ust o m ar y  t o e m p h asi z e  s u b mis 
si o n i n r ef er e n c e t o t h e wif e,  t his q u al 
it y is e v e n  m or e  i m p ort a nt i n t h e m a n.  
T h at's  ri g ht —  t h e s u b missi o n of  t h e 
h us b a n d  is e v e n m or e  f u n d a m e nt al 
t h a n t h at of  his  wif e.  T his  is b e c a us e  of  
t h e n at ur e  of  l e a d ers hi p as m o d el e d  
a n d  t a u g ht b y  J es us  Hi ms elf.  T h e  m ost  
i m p ort a nt i n gr e di e nt of  eff e cti v e  l e a d
ers hi p  is s u b missi o n.

B ef or e  c o nsi d eri n g t h e bi bli c al  
r e c or d of  J es us

S  W E  R E T U R N  T O  G o d 怎  
p att er n  f or o ur  f a mili es w e  
r e p e at e dl y e m p h asi z e t h e 

l e a d ers hi p of  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  t h e s u b 
missi o n  of t h e wif e.  A n d  w ell  w e  
s h o ul d. T h es e  r ol es i n t h e h o m e  h a v e  
c o m m o nl y  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  i n o ur  d a y,  
e v e n  i n t h e c h ur c h.  M e n  h a v e  c e as e d  t o 
l e a d, a n d w o m e n  h a v e  ass ert e d t h eir 
i n d e p e n d e n c e. T h es e  d e vi ati o ns  fr o m 
G o d 怎  d esi g n  d e m a n d  c orr e cti o n.

W hil e  w or ki n g  t o r est or e bi bli c al  
r ol es wit hi n  t h e h o m e,  h o w e v er,  w e  
m ust  n ot  f or g et t o d efi n e  t h es e r ol es i n 
a  C hrist- c e nt er e d  w a y.  It is n ot  e n o u g h  
t o s p e a k of  "l e a d ers hi p " a n d  / zs u b mis-  
si o n 〃 as if t h es e t er ms w er e  s elf- e x 
pl a n at or y.  W h at  is t h e n at ur e  of  l e a d
ers hi p ?  W h at  ar e  t h e c h ar a ct eristi cs  of  
s u b missi o n ? If w e  d o  n ot  c o ns ci o usl y  
d efi n e  t h es e r ol es a c c or di n g  t o G o d's  
r e v el ati o n i n C hrist  a n d  t h e Bi bl e,  w e  
m a y  fi n d t h at w e  ar e  m er el y  b orr o w-  
m g  dist ort e d  c ult ur al  c o n c e pts  as  o ur  
g ui d e.

F or  t h e C hristi a n  e v er y  r el ati o ns hi p 
i n lif e is n o w
L or d  J es us C hrist.  T h e  r e aliti es of  His  
cr oss  a n d  l or ds hi p s h a p e t h e n at ur e  of  
e v er y  e n c o u nt er  w e  h a v e,  w h et h er  wit h  
c o w or k ers, o ur  n ei g h b ors,  ci vil r ul
ers, f ell o w c h ur c h m e m b ers,  or  o ur  
s p o us es a n d  c hil dr e n.  As  P a ul  wr ot e,  
" F or  t o m e,  t o li v e is C hrist ”  ( P hil 1: 2 1).  
A n d  a g ai n,  "I  h a v e  b e e n  cr u cifi e d  wit h  
C hrist  a n d  I n o  l o n g er li v e, b ut  C hrist  
li v es i n m e.  T h e  lif e I li v e i n t h e b o d y,  I 
li v e b y  f ait h i n t h e S o n  of  G o d,  w h o  
l o v e d m e  a n d g a v e  hi ms elf  f or m e 〃  
( G al. 2: 2 0).  T o  u n d erst a n d  a n d  li v e o ut  
o ur  G o d- gi v e n  r ol es i n t h e h o m e  w e

w e  mi g ht  n ot e  t h at 
s u b missi o n a ct u all y  li es at  t h e r o ot of  
g o dli n ess,  p eri o d.  T h e  m ost  b asi c  st at e
m e nt  of  f ait h is t h at t h er e is o n e  G o d.  
T his  o n e  li vi n g a n d  tr u e G o d  m a d e  us  
a n d H e  d e m a n ds  a n d d es er v es  o ur  
w ors hi p  a n d o b e di e n c e.  T h at  is w h y  
t h e first of  t h e T e n  C o m m a n d m e nts  is 
t h at w e  m ust  n ot  h a v e  a n y  ot h er  g o ds  
b ef or e  t h e L or d  ( E x o d. 2 0: 3).  T h at  is 
w h y  t h e gr e at est  c o m m a n d m e nt, a c 
c or di n g t o J es us, is t o l o v e t h e L or d  
wit h  all  of  o ur  h e art,  s o ul z mi n d  a n d  
str e n gt h  ( M att. 2 2: 3 7, 3 8).  M or e  f u n d a
m e nt al  t h a n G o d's  l o v e or  h oli n ess  or  
a n y ot h er  c h ar a ct eristi c is t h at H e  is 
utt erl y  u ni q u e;  H e  al o n e  is G o d.  T h er e 
f or e H e  is a "j e al o us " G o d  w h o  d e 
m a n ds  o ur  a bs ol ut e l o y alt y a n d
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T h e  L e a d er  H as  t o 
K n o w  H o w  t o F oll o w

T h e  d a n g er  w e  f a c e i n r e p e at e dl y 
str essi n g  t h e h us b a n d  as  l e a d er a n d  t h e 
pl a c e  of  t h e wif e  t o s u b mit t o h er  m a n  
is t h at w e  m a y  i n a d v ert e ntl y e n c o ur 
a g e  m e n  t o t a k e o n  a  s pirit of  fl es hl y 
s u p eri orit y.  T h er e  is n ot hi n g w ors e  t h a n 
a  s elf- will e d h us b a n d  a n d  f at h er. His  
w h ol e  f a mil y l a b ors u n d er  t h e b ur d e n  
of  t his p etit  t yr a nt w h o  c o nf us es  s elf- 
ass erti o n  wit h  l e a d ers hi p. J es us * t e a c h
i n g a n d  e x a m pl e  is t h e pl a c e  t o st art i n 
c orr e cti n g  t his t e n d e n c y.

s u b missi o n ( D e ut. 5: 8).  T h e  f a ct t h at 
w e  as  C hristi a ns  ar e  " b o u g ht  at a  pri c e ”  
a n d  t h er ef or e n ot  o ur  o w n  ( 1 C or.  6: 1 9,  
2 0)  o nl y  a c c e nt u at es  t h e t ot al d e m a n d  
G o d  h as  u p o n  us  
a bs ol ut e  s u b missi o n t o Hi m.

If a m a n  is t o l e a d his  wif e  a n d  
c hil dr e n  eff e cti v el y  h e  m ust  first of  all  
b e  a  s u b missi v e  m a n,  o n e  w h o  is t ot all y 
yi el d e d  t o G o d.  T h e  f at h erzs a ut h orit y  
i n t h e h o m e  is a  d el e g at e d  a ut h orit y;  h e  
is a st e w ar d, a h o us e h ol d  m a n a g er,  
a cti n g  o n  b e h alf  of  G o d  w h o  is t h e tr u e 
L or d  of  t h e h o m e.  S o  t o pr o p erl y  c arr y  
o ut  his  l e a d ers hi p f u n cti o n h e  m ust  b e  
i n a  pr o p er  r el ati o ns hi p wit h  his  o w n  
s u p eri or. If h e  d o es  n ot  k n o w  h o w  t o 
f oll o w his  M ast er,  h e  will  n ot  b e  v er y  
g o o d  at g etti n g  ot h ers  t o f oll o w his  
l e a d ers hi p. I n d e e d, h e  will  n ot  b e  w or 
t h y of  l e a di n g a n d  will  eit h er  f ail t o d o  
s o or  will  r e v ert t o l or di n g it o v er  his  
f a mil y.

I n or d er  t o f oll o w t h e M ast er  a  m a n  
m ust  b e  d ail y  r e c ei vi n g his  or d ers  fr o m 
t h e M ast er.  T his  m e a ns  t h at a m a n  
m ust  b e  i n t h e h a bit  of  d ail y  p ers o n al  
Bi bl e  r e a di n g a n d  pr a y er,  a n d  h e  m ust

T h e  m a n  w h o  w o ul d  f oll o w J es us 
" m ust d e n y  hi ms elf  a n d t a k e u p  his  
cr oss  d ail y  a n d  f oll o w " Hi m  ( L k. 9: 2 3).  
S elf- d e ni al,  n ot  s elf- will —  t h at is t h e 
k e y.  T a ki n g  u p  o n e's  cr oss m e a ns  a  
d ail y  d yi n g  t o s elf, yi el di n g  t h e will  t o 
G o d,  a n d  s er vi n g ot h er  p e o pl e.  J es us 
e x pr ess e d  t h e attit u d e  w ell  i n t h e g ar 
d e n  of  G et hs e m a n e  w h er e  H e  pr a y e d  
t o His  F at h er,  Z/ Y et  n ot  as  I will,  b ut  as  
y o u  wiir  ( M att. 2 6: 3 9).  

w e  f a c e i n

L e a d ers hi p  C o m es  fr o m S er vi c e

J es us  t a u g ht a  c o n c e pt  of  l e a d ers hi p 
t h at e m p h asi z e d t his criti c al el e m e nt  
of  s urr e n d er  t o G o d.  I n r es p o ns e t o His  
dis ci pl es'  a m biti o n  t o g ai n  a  p ositi o n  of  
pr o mi n e n c e  H e  h a d  t his t o s a y ( M att. 
2 0: 2 5- 2 8):

Y o u  k n o w  t h at t h e r ul ers of  t h e G e n 
til es l or d it o v er  t h e m, a n d  t h eir hi g h  
offi ci als  e x er cis e  a ut h orit y  o v er  t h e m. 
N ot  s o wit h  y o u. I nst e a d, w h o e v er  
w a nts  t o b e c o m e  gr e at  a m o n g  y o u  m ust  
b e  y o ur  s er v a nt,  a n d  w h o e v er  w a nts  t o 
b e  first m ust  b e  y o ur  sl a v e— j ust as  t h e 
S o n  of  M a n  di d  n ot  c o m e  t o b e  s er v e d,  
b ut  t o s er v e, a n d t o gi v e  his  lif e as  a  
r a ns o m f or m a n y.

N o w  n o  o n e  c a n
C hrist  w as  a n  eff e cti v e  l e a d er. P e o pl e  
lit er all y f oll o w e d Hi m  e v er y w h er e  H e  
w e nt,  a n d  H e  est a blis h e d  t h e m ost  i n
fl u e nti al m o v e m e nt  t h e w orl d  h as  e v er  
s e e n. W h at  w as  t h e k e y  t o His  gr e at 
n ess ?  H e  first t o o k u p o n  Hi ms elf  "t h e  
v er y  n at ur e  of  a s er v a nt " a n d t h e n 
Z/ G o d  e x alt e d  hi m  t o t h e hi g h est  pl a c e  
a n d  g a v e  hi m  t h e n a m e  t h at is a b o v e  
e v er y  n a m e ”  ( P hil. 2: 7, 9).  J es us 7 gr e at 
n ess  as  a  l e a d er l a y i n t h e yi el di n g  of  
His  will  t o G o d  i n t h e s er vi c e of  t h e 
p e o pl e  H e  l e d.

His  dis ci pl es  h a d  t o l e ar n t h e s e cr et  
of  s u b missi o n: t h e p at h  t o gr e at n ess  i n 
a n y  c alli n g,  es p e ci all y  a  l e a d ers hi p c all 
i n g, is a  yi el di n g  of  t h e will,  a  h u m bli n g  
of  o n es elf,  a  v ol u nt ar y  t a ki n g o n  of  t h e 
r ol e of  a  s er v a nt.  T his  is s o c o ntr ar y  t o 
t h e w a y  it w or ks  i n t h e w orl d  w h er e  
p e o pl e  i n p ositi o ns  of  a ut h orit y  "l or d  it 
o v er "  t h os e u n d er  t h e m, ass erti n g  t h eir 
will  a n d  d e m a n di n g  o b e di e n c e.

d o  s o n ot  j ust as  a  d e v oti o n al  e x er cis e.  
T h e  p ur p os e  f or r e a d m g t h e Bi bl e  is n ot  
j ust t o g et  s o m e s pirit u al or  s e nti m e n 
t al lift f or t h e d a y;  it is t o g et  c o n cr et e  
dir e cti o n  f or li vi n g his  lif e a n d  l e a di n g 
his  f a mil y. T h e  p ur p os e  of  pr a y er  is n ot  
t o f ulfill s o m e r eli gi o us o bli g ati o n;  it is 
t o p o ur  o ut  his  h e art  a n d  s e e k G o d's  
bl essi n g  u p o n  t h os e u n d er  his  c ar e.  A  
ti m e of  p ers o n al  w ors hi p  is t h e vit al  
f o u n d ati o n of  f a mil y l e a d ers hi p.

Ki n g  S a ul  is a n e x a m pl e of  a m a n  
w h o  f ail e d t o k e e p  u n d er  t h e a ut h orit y  
of  G o d.  T h e  L or d  pl a c e d  hi m  i n his  
p ositi o n  of  a ut h orit y  o v er  t h e n ati o n  of  
Isr a el. H e  b e g a n  t o e nj o y t h e r ei ns of  
l e a d ers hi p a n d s o o n f or g ot w h o  h a d  
pl a c e d  t h e m i n his  h a n ds.  O n  t w o o c c a 
si o ns h e  dis o b e y e d  t h e L or d  (first, b y  
off eri n g  a  s a crifi c e t h at o nl y  t h e pri est  
w as  a ut h ori z e d  t o off er;  s e c o n d,  b y  n ot  
d estr o yi n g  all  of  t h e b o ot y  fr o m a  vi c 
t ori o us b attl e  as  G o d  h a d  c o m m a n d e d  
— 1 S a m.  1 3; 1 5). E a c h  ti m e h e  f elt 
j ustifi e d i n st e p pi n g  o utsi d e  t h e b o u n ds  
G o d  h a d  pr es cri b e d  f or hi nt  —  aft er  allj  

h e  w as  ki n g! B ut  t h e L or d  r e m o v e d 
hi m  fr o m his  p ositi o n  of  a ut h orit y.  
S a ul  h e ar d  t h es e w or ds  fr o m S a m u el  
t h e pr o p h et:  " T o o b e y  is b ett er  t h a n 
s a crifi c e ... r e b elli o n is li k e t h e si n of  
di vi n ati o n  . . . b e c a us e  y o u  h a v e  r e
j e ct e d t h e v oi c e  of  t h e L or d,  h e  h as  
r ej e ct e d y o u  as  ki n g z, ( 1 S a m.  1 5: 2 2, 2 3).  
G o d  r e pl a c e d s elf- will e d S a ul  wit h  
D a vi d,  " a  m a n  aft er  G o d's  o w n  h e art. "

A  m a n's  h o m e  is n ot  his  ki n g d o m  t o 
d o  wit h  as  h e  pl e as es.  G o d  will  n ot  us e  
a s elf- will e d m a n.  H e  is l o o ki n g f or 
m e n  w h os e  h e arts  ar e  f ull y c o m mitt e d  
t o hi m  ( 2 C hr o n.  1 6: 9).

H e  S u b mits  t o Ot h er  M e n,  T o o

A  s u b missi v e m a n  is o n e  w h o  will 
i n gl y, j o yf ull y s u b mits t o a ut h orit y  i n 
his  lif e. B esi d es  t h e L or d  Hi ms elf,  t his 
m e a ns  h e  m ust  s u b mit t o a n y ot h ers  
w h o m  t h e L or d  h as  pl a c e d  o v er  hi m.
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P atri ar c h  is a  m a g a zi n e  
d e di c at e d  t o e q ui p pi n g  
m e n  t o b e  g o dl y  l e a d ers i n 
f a mil y, c h ur c h  a n d  s o ci et y.

P atri ar c h  
P.  O.  B o x  7 2 5  

R oll a,  M O  6 5 4 0 1

A n n u al  s u bs cri pti o ns c a n  
b e  o bt ai n e d  f or t h e pri c e  of  
$ 1 8.

h o m e  c h ar a ct eri z e d  
or  a n ar c h y. A  m a n  
ot h ers  w h er e  h e  o u g ht  
m ost  i m p ort a nt st e p t o b ei n g  a  l e a d er 
ijiii ns elf.
' Tli e  i m p ort a n c e of  c h ur c h  a ut h orit y  

d es er v es  s p e ci al  e m p h asis  at  t his p oi nt.  
F or  t h e C hristi a n  m a n  t h e c h ur c h  is his  
s pirit u al f a mil y. It is t h e pri m ar y  ar e n a  
i n w hi c h  h e  c a n  pr a cti c e  t h e virt u e  of  
s u b missi o n o n  t h e h u m a n  l e v el. As  h e  
is tr yi n g t o l e ar n h o w  t o l e a d his  f a mil y 
it is ess e nti al  t h at h e  b e  l e ar ni n g h o w  t o 
yi el d  t o his  f at h ers a n d  br ot h ers  i n t h e 
L or d  i n tli e l o c al ass e m bl y.  P et er  c h al 
l e n g es us  wit h  t h es e w or ds:  " Y o u n g  
m e n,  i n t h e s a m e  w a y  b e  s u b missi v e  t o 
t h os e w h o  ar e  ol d er.  All  of  y o u,  cl ot h e  
y o urs el v es  wit h  h u milit y  t o w ar d o n e  
a n ot h er, b e c a us e,  ' G o d o p p os es t h e 
pr o u d  b ut  gi v es  gr a c e  t o t h e h u m bl e' ”  
( 1 P et.  5: 5).

l e a d er is n ot  b ei n g  s er v e d,  b ut  s er vi n g,  
a n d  gi vi n g  o n e's  lif e f or ot h ers.

S o  t h e e x pr essi o n  y o u  m a y  h a v e  
h e ar d,  "'s er v a nt l e a d ers hi p/ * is a  g o o d  
o n e  a n d c a pt ur es t h e n at ur e  of  tr u e 
l e a d ers hi p i n a n y  s p h er e, es p e ci all y  i n 
t h e h o m e.  B ut  it m ust  b e c o m e  f or us  
m or e  t h a n j ust a t er m; it m ust  b e  a  
d es cri pti o n  of  t h e w a y  w e  a ct u all y  li v e 
a m o n g  o ur  f a mili es. B e c a us e  it is n ot  
j ust t h e wif e  w h o  m ust  s u b mit. It is 
e v er y o n e, a n d es p e ci all y t h e h e a d  of  
t h e h o m e. 曰

— R e pri nt e d  b y  p er missi o n  fr o m 
P atri ar c h,  P hili p  L a n c ast er,  p u blis h er.

H e  m ust  s u b mit t o his  e m pl o y er  a n d  
w or k  f or hi m  as  f or t h e L or d  ( E p h. 6: 5).  
H e  m ust  s u b mit t o ci vil a ut h oriti es,  
e v e n  w h e n  t h e y ar e  n ot  e x e m pl ar y  m e n  
t h e ms el v es, b e c a us e  G o d  h as  pl a c e d  
t h e m i n a ut h orit y  ( R o m. 1 3: 1).  H e  m ust  
s u b mit t o t h e l e a d ers of  his  c h ur c h  a n d  
e x p e ct  G o d  t o w or k  t hr o u g h t h eir 
t h orit y o v er  hi m  ( H e b. 1 3: 1 7).

T h e  m a n  w h o  dis h o n ors  his  b oss  
a n d  c uts  c o m ers  at  w or k,  t h e m a n  w h o  
s p e a ks disr es p e ctf ull y  of  el e ct e d  offi 
ci als  a n d  c h e ats  o n  his  t a x es, t h e m a n  
w h o  s n e ers at c h ur c h a ut h orit y a n d  
l e a v es a c h ur c h r at h er t h a n yi el d  t o 
c orr e cti o n  —  s u c h a  m a n  is li vi n g i n a  
st at e of  a n ar c h y.  H e  c a n n ot  e x p e ct  t o 
s u c c essf ull y h ol d  t h e p ositi o n  of  a u 
t h orit y i n his  h o m e.  A  m a n  w h o  li v es i n 
r e b elli o n hi ms elf  will  t e n d t o cr e at e  a  

b y  eit h er  t yr a n n y 
w h o  s u b mits t o 

h as  t a k e n t h e

s a ys " n ot  m y  will,  b ut  y o urs  b e  d o n e. "  
H e  m ust  als o  s u b mit  t o t h os e i n his  lif e 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  gi v e n  a ut h orit y  o v er  
hi m.  B ut  t h er e is m or e:  t h e s u b missi v e  
m a n  m ust  als o  s u b mit t o his  wif e  a n d  
his  c hil dr e n.

O b vi o usl y  w e  ar e  n ot  s a yi n g t h at h e  
o u g ht  t o a b a n d o n  his  pl a c e  of  l e a d er
s hi p. N o,  a g o o d  l e a d er will  e x er cis e  
i niti ati v e, t a k e r es p o nsi bilit y, a n d  gi v e  
dir e cti o n  —  b ut  h e  m ust  als o  s u b mit  
hi ms elf  t o t h os e h e  l e a ds. W h at  w e  
m e a n  is t h at w hil e  h e  s ets t h e p a c e  a n d  
dir e cts  t h e aff airs  of  his  h o us e h ol d  t h e 
g o dl y  f at h er will  d o  s o i n a w a y  t h at 
pl a c es  t h e f a mil y's w elf ar e  a b o v e  his  
o w n  c o mf ort  a n d  c o n v e ni e n c e.  H e  m ust  
oft e n  s a crifi c e f or t h eir b e n efit,  s a yi n g  
n o  t o his  o w n  d esir es.  T his  is p art  of  t h e 
d yi n g  t o s elf v v e  dis c uss e d  a b o v e.

W h e n  D a d  c o m es  h o m e  tir e d aft er  a  
l o n g d a y  h e  w o ul d  n at ur all y  li k e t o 
r el a x a n d  d o  s o m et hi n g  h e  e nj o ys,  li k e 
r e a d t h e p a p er  or  t a k e a  n a p.  H o w e v er,  
c h ei n c es ar e g o o d  t h at his  f a mil y h as  
s o m et hi n g  els e  i n mi n d.  His  wif e  m a y  
n e e d  t o t ell a b o ut  h er  fr ustr ati o n wit h  
t h e ki ds.  S h e  m a y  w a nt  hi m  t o ti g ht e n 
t h e r aili n g o n  
f or e o n e  of  t h e ki ds  t a k es a  t u m bl e. T h e  
c hil dr e n  will,  n o  d o u bt,  w a nt  D a d  t o 
pl a y  or  t al k or  h el p  t h e m wit h  t h eir 
pr oj e cts.  I n ot h er  w or ds,  t h e m a n  will  
h a v e  a c h oi c e: d o  w h at  h e  w a nts  or  
w h at  t h e y w a nt.  Si n c e  his  r ol e as  f a mil y 
l e a d er will  b e  b ett er  a c hi e v e d  b y  s er v 
i n g t h e f a mil y, h e  m ust  di e  t o hi ms elf  
a n d  s a y t o his  M ast er,  " N ot m y  will,  
b ut  y o urs  b e  d o n e. "

T Ti e  ess e n c e  of  l e a d ers hi p is p utti n g  
asi d e  his  o w n  will  i n or d er  t o d o  w h at  
is b est  f or t h e f a mil y. S o m eti m es  t h at 
will  m e a n  b ei n g  f or c ef ul a n d  a g gr es 
si v e a n d  l e a di n g w h er e  e v e n  his  wif e  
m a y  n ot  w a nt  t o g o  a n d  h e  m a y  pr ef er  
n ot  t o g o.  M or e  oft e n,  h o w e v er,  it will  
i n v ol v e d a ys  fill e d wit h  s m all d e ci 
si o ns t o yi el d  his  o w n  will  f or t h e s a k e 
of  t h e ot h ers  i n t h e h o m e. B ei n g  a

H e  E v e n  S u b mits  t o
His  Wif e  a n d  C hil dr e n

T h e  s u b missi v e m a n,  t h e n, m ust  
s u b mit dir e ctl y  t o G o d  o n  a  d ail y  b asis,  
li vi n g a " cr u cifi e d lif e " i n w hi c h  h e



T h e  T hir d  H e a v e n
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b y  J i m M a t ti s o n

D e ar  R Es n n m o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

Zi p  St at e  Cit y  

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0. 0 0 0  ・  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

T h e  J e ws  b eli e v e d  t h er e 

t hr e e l a y ers of  

h e a v e ns.

 l a m m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x  w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  - 1 y n  $ 1 2, 2  yr  $ 2 1, 3  y n  $ 3 0.  [ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D
P E R MI T  2 1

M orr o w,  G e or gi a

N o n pr ofit  Or g.

gi v e  hi m  a visi o n.  It 
s h o ul d  b e  gl orifi e d.

T h e  J e ws b eli e v e d  t h er e w er e  t hr e e 
l a y ers of  h e a v e ns:  t h e first w h er e  t h e 
bir ds  fl y, t h e s e c o n d w h er e  t h e st ars 
ar e,  a n d  t h e t hir d w h er e  G o d  is.

P et er  als o s p o k e of  t hr e e h e a v e ns,  
b ut  h e  h a d  a  diff er e nt  i nt er pr et ati o n, 
o n e  t h at w as  fr o m G o d.  H e  s ai d t h er e 
w as  a  " h e a v e ns a n d  e art h "  t h at e n d e d  
wit h  t h e fl o o d, a  s e c o n d o n e  i n w hi c h

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  

o n  t h e l o p ri g ht of  y o ur  
a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e 
r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n. If t h e n u m b er  
is 9 6. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e 
F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 6.  
A  9 6. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  
J u n e/J ul y  e x pir ati o n.  T his  
m et h o d  will  assist  t h e 
s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

A U L  S AI D  H E  K N E W  a  m a n  
( hi ms elf) w h o  w as  " c a u g ht  u p  
t o t h e t hir d h e a v e n  ... c a u g ht  

u p  i nt o p ar a dis e "  ( 2 C or.  1 2: 2,  4).  H e  
w as  n ot  s ur e if it r e all y h a p p e n e d  or  if 
it w as  a dr e a m  or  visi o n.  H e  h e ar d  
w or ds  t h at h e  c o ul d n ot  utt er,  t h e y 
w er e  s o gl ori o us.  Z/ Of  s u c h a  o n e  will  I 
gl or y/ 7 h e  s a ys. First  h e  h a d  s ai d, 〃I  
will  c o m e  t o visi o ns  a n d  r e v el ati o ns of  
t h e L or d. "  H e  k n e w  h e  s h o ul d n ot  b e  
lift e d u p  i n pri d e  b e c a us e  G o d  c h os e  t o 

w as  G o d  w h o

w e  n o w  li v e, a n d  a  t hir d h e a v e ns  a n d  
e art h  t o c o m e, , zw h er ei n  d w ell et h  ri g h- 
t e o us n essz/ ( 2 P et.  3: 5- 1 3). P et er  w as  
s p e a ki n g of  t hr e e diff er e nt  a g es,  a g es  
f oll o wi n g o n e  a n ot h er.  O n e  h as  p ass e d;  
w e  li v e i n o n e.  T h er e  is a n ot h er t o 
c o m e.

I b eli e v e  P a ul  w as  c a u g ht  f or w ar d i n 
ti m e (r at h er t h a n u p)  t o s e e visi o ns  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m  ( p ar a dis e). J es us t ol d t h e 
t hi ef t h e y w o ul d  b e  t o g et h er i n p ar a 
dis e.  J es us pr o mis e d  t h e o v er c o m ers  
t h e ri g ht t o e at  of  t h e tr e e of  lif e w hi c h  
is i n t h e mi dst  of  t h e p ar a dis e  of  G o d.

J es us'  m ess a g e  w as:  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  is c o mi n g. B e  r e a d y f or it. T h e  
pr o p h ets  s h o w t h at Ki n g d o m  of  ri g h
t e o us n ess will  c o v er t h e e art h w h e n  
J es us r et ur ns. O ur  r e w ar d is n ot  t o 
s p e n d et er nit y  i n h e a v e n,  b ut  u p o n  a  
r e n e w e d e art h ( D a n. 7: 2 7;  A cts  3: 1 9-(  

2 1).  



• T h e R estit uti o n  H er al d

Pr e p ari n g  O urs el v es  S pirit u all y  ...

偷'

V ol u m e  8 5,  N u m b er  3

F e br u ar y,  M ar c h  • 1 9 9 6

-* ■

" 卷 £ 慝 忘 " "
* <  -* -矿 土 〜,

fl ' ■

m'

■ 才 . 3 ", w  
始 " 牛 二; 二 队 -

V  二| m "- 二. " *:X  V A £'- ?' ■-

糖 " 、 J- V X  .； %  ： ： •， ., f ：技 拶 "

Illi
I BI K W
、 W" 如

•, v ，



A g

▲  ▲ ▲▲▲▲▲

Lift  u p  y o ur  h e arts,

J effr e y  Fl et c h er

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H  1 9 9 62

r

e  E dit or  ...

W e  n e e d  t o c oll e cti v el y

“ Ti m e  o ut! ”  as  w es a y

r et hi n k o ur  pri oriti es.

H er e  w e  ar e,  i n F e br u ar y  of  i 9 9 6.  Il is b ot h  a n  

el e cti o n  y e ar  a n d  a  l e a p y e ar.  It o c c urs  t o m e  t h at 

t his will  b e  t h e I asi el e cti o n  y e ar  of  t h e mill e n 

ni u m.  W e  ar e  n o w  f o urs h ort y e ars  a w a y  fr o m t h e 

d a w n  of  t h e t hir d mill e n ni u m  si n c e t h e birt h  of  

J es us.

Will  t his b e  t h e y e ar  w h e n  J es us r et ur ns t o 

est a blis h  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  ( h e e art h ?  Will  

G o d  w ail  u ntil  t h e st art  of  a  n e w  mill e n ni u m  t o 
b e gi n  t h el h o us a n d- y e arr ei g n ofJ es us C hrist ? Or 

will  h u m a n  hist or y  c o nti n u e  f or a n ot h er  1, 0 0 0  

y e ars ?  H as  t h e G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  b e e n  

pr e a c h e d  t o all n ati o ns  y et ?

T h es e  ar e  q u esti o ns  f or w hi c h  w e  h a v e  n o  

c ert ai n  a ns w ers,  o nl y  s p e c ul ati o ns.  W e  ar e  si m

pl y  i nsl m ct e d t o k e e p  t h e f ait h b y  m ai nt ai ni n g  t h e 

u n br o k e n  t esti m o n y of  J es us  C hrist  t o e a c h  g e n 

er ati o n.  T his  t as k s e e ms t o b e c o m e  m or e  c h al 
l e n gi n g as  e a c h  y e ar  p ass es.  E v e n  as  e v er-i n 

cr e asi n g t e c h n ol o g y m a k es  it e asi er  f or us  t o 

c o m m u ni c at e  t h e G os p el  t o all n ati o ns,  at  t h e 

s a m e ti m e t h e i n cr e asi n g d e m a n ds  o n  o ur  ti m e 

a n d  att e nti o n  k e e p  us  distr a ct e d  fr o m d oi n g  w h at  

w e  h a v e  b e e n  c all e d  b y  G o d  t o d o.

T h er e  s e e ms  t o b e  n o  e n d  t o t h e c o m p etiti o n  
f or t h e att e nti o n  of  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t o d a y: w or k,  

f a mil y, s p orts, t el e visi o n, c o m p ut ers —  t h e 

I nt er n et pr o vi d es  a  n e w  a v e n u e  f or t h e c uri o us  t o 
e x pl or e.  T h er e  ar e  s o m a n y  w a ys  t o s p e n d o ur  

ti m e a n d  e n er g y.  D o es  a n y o n e  h a v e  e n o u g h  ti m e 

l eft t o d e v ot e  t o t hi n gs li k e pr a y er,  Bi bl e  st u d y, 

c h ur c h  att e n d a n c e  a n d  s er vi c e  t o t h e p e o pl e  of  t h e 

c o m m u nit y ?

W e  n e e d  t o c oll e cti v el y  s a y  ' Ti m e o ut! n  as  w e  
r et hi n k o ur  pri oriti es.  T h e  C hristi a n  c h ur c h  h as  

tr a diti o n all y s et  asi d e  t h e 4 0  d a ys  pri or  t o E ast er  
S u n d a y  t o b e  a  p eri o d  of  r e p e nt a n c e a n d  r efl e c
ti o n. It is a  ti m e t o r e pri oriti z e a n d  g et  o urs el v es  

s pirit u all y  c e nt er e d.  L e nt  is t h e t er m g e n er all y  

ass o ci at e d  wit h  t his ti m e. N o w,  m a n y  i n t h e 
C h ur c h  of  G o d  will  h a v e  a n i nst a nt n e g ati v e  

r e a cti o n t o t h at w or d,  a n d  p er h a psj ustifi a bl y  s o. 
B ull  e n c o ur a g e  y o u  t o r e a d t h e arti cl e  b y  M art h a

Zi m m er m a n.  S h e  h el ps  us  t o s ort t hr o u g h t h e 

p a g a n  ori gi ns  of  L e nl/ E ast er a n d  g et  t o t h e tr u e 

m e a ni n g  of  b e c o mi n g  s pirit u all y pr e p ar e d  t o 

m e et C hrist.

T h e  arti cl e  o n  " F asti n g  a n d  t h e L ast  D a ys ”  

b uil ds  o n  t his t h e m e a n d  s h o ws h o w  t his i m p or

t a nt s pirit u al  dis ci pli n e  is li n k e d l o pr e p ari n g  t h e 

c h ur c h  f or r e vi v al i n a nti ci p ati o n  of  t h e L or d's  

r et ur n.
T h e  " C h ur c h  Gr a p e  vi n e M  is a  p e n etr ati n g  l o o k 

at  t h e d a m a g e  t h at is oft e n  d o n e  i n o ur  c h ur c h es  

d u e  t o t h e mis us e  of  t h e t o n g u e i n p assi n g  o n  

i nf or m ati o n. T his  is f oll o w e d b y  arti cl es  t o h el p  

c o m b at  dis c o ur a g e m e nt  a n d  a  r e mi n d er of  o ur  

n e e d  t o h u n g er  f or G o d's  w or d.

Si d  H at c h,  w h o  di e d  l ast y e ar,  h as  a n  e x c ell e nt  

arti cl e w hi c h  r e mi n ds us  t h at o ur  r e w ar d c o m es  al  

t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e,  n ot  i nst a ntl y at  d e at h,  w hil e  

A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  h el ps  us  t o f o c us o n  t h e f ut ur e.

Si n c e  V al e nti n e's  D a y  is u p o n  us  w e  off er  

s o m e  littl e s u g g esti o ns  t o h el p  i m pr o v e t h e q u al 

it y of  y o ur  m arri a g e.  I n a n  a g e  w h e n  n e arl y  h alf!  

of  all  m arri a g es  ar e  s e c o n d  m arri a g es,  it's i m p or

t a nt f or all  of  us,  i n cl u di n g C hristi a ns,  n otl o  l a k e 

o ur  s p o us es f or gr a nt e d,  b ut  t o l o o k f or w a ys  t o 

k e e p  t h e fl a m es of  l o v e ali v e  at  h o m e.

Fi n all y,  w e  off er  s o m e  pr a cti c al  g ui d eli n es  t o 

h el p  y o u  b ett er  m a n a g e  y o ur  li m e s o t h at y o u  
h a v e  m or e  li m e a v ail a bl e  t of ulfill G o d's c alli n g 

i n y o ur  lif e.

I h o p e  t h at y o u  fi n d m u c h  wit hi n  t h es e p a g es  

l o h el p  y o u  b e  b elt er  pr e p ar e d  t o s er v e G o d  

t hr o u g h o ut 1 9 9 6.  As  al w a ys,  it is a  pl e as ur e  t o 
s er v e  y o u.

G o d's  Bl essi n g  b e  u p o n  y o u.
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4 W h at  Is L e nt ?
b y  M art h a  Zi m m er m a n

6
8

“ S o m eti m es Y o u  C a n't  Wi n ” : A  P o e m 9A n o n y m o us

1 0
A  M a n's  L o v e  f or G o d's  W or d 1 2b y  J a m es M attis o n

1 4 D o  W e  G o  t o H e a v e n  at  D e at h ?
b y  Si d n e y  H at c h

1 6
1 8 W a ys  t o T b ur Wif e's  H e art

1 9W a ys  t o Y b ur H us b a n d's  H e art

A n d Vi ol e n c e  Fill e d  t h e L a n d2 1 b y  K e nt  R oss

2 2
F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H  1 9 9 6 3 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

C h ur c h  Gr a p e vi n es  Us u all y  B e ar  B a d  Fr uit  
b y  J a n G.  Li n n

S h ar p e ni n g  O ur  F o c us  o n  t h e F ut ur e  
b y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

F asti n g  a n d  t h e L ast  D a ys  

b y  Art h ur  W allis

E DI T O R

J E F F  F L E T C H E R

L A Y O U T  A N D  D E SI G N  C O O R DI N A T O R  

J A S O N  C A T LI N

T Y P E S E T T E R

A M Y  B E R R Y

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S  

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B LI S HI N G

D A NI E L  S M E A D

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R E Si m m o N  H e r a l d , A T T N.  J E F F  F L E T C H E R.  1 3 0  

\\ A Y N E S T  . P O N C H A T O U L A.  L A  7 0 4 5 4  ( E- M AI L 

A D D R E S S:  jfl ct c h @ e xiil i- 5 5 c o m).

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  8 5,  N U M B E R  3:  F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H  1 9 9 6

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

A D D R E S S  M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R E S Tir v n o N  H e r a l d , A T T N  MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R.
B  O  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W.  G A  3 0 2 6 0  ( E- M AI L 
P d D R E S S  ail b c @i x  n et c or n  c o m).

T h e  R E S T n u n o N  H e r a l d  I S O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D B Y  
T H E C H U R C H  O F G O D G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E. A N O N-  

P R O Fi T C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T 5 8 2 3  

T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P  O  B O X  1 0 0. 0 0 0.  M O R R O W.  G A  

3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R.

T h e  R e s t t f uii o n  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

Dis c o ur a g e d ?  

b y  D o n  O v er m y er

M a ki n g  Ti m e Y b ur  Fri e n d  
b y  N eil  B.  Wis e m a n

-T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R  8: 6);

・  T H E H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D' S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T 1 6: 1 6).  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  (I TI M.  2  5);

・  T H E BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M  

3. 1 6);
-T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  (J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A  1 4 6: 4);

-T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  
LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3);

・  T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 8);

・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  (I 

C O R  1 5  5 3.  S 4).

・  T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1 8);

-T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L A S  T H E  KI N G 

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  
( L U K E I 3 2).

-T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M 
8: 1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N 

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1  - 3) ：

・  T H E  - R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  
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T h e  f o c us of  L e nt  is 

s pirit u al r e n e w al 

t hr o u g h t h e dis ci pli n es  

of  f asti n g a n d  pr a y er.
L e nt  b e gi ns  t h e f orti et h d a y  pri or  l o t h e R es 

urr e cti o n,  e x cl u di n g  S u n d a ys.  ( T o d et er mi n e  t h e 
b e gi n ni n g  of  L e nt  c o u nt  b a c k  4 6  d a ys  fr o m R es 
urr e cti o n  D a y.)  T h e  f o c us of  L e nt  is s pirit u al 
r e n e w al t hr o u g h t h e dis ci pli n es  of  f asti n g a n d  
pr a y er.  E arl y  C hristi a ns  n e v er  f ast e d o n  S u n d a y  
si n c e  e a c h  S u n d a y  is alittl e  c el e br ati o n  of  t h e j o y 
of  r es urr e cti o n. T h us,  S u n d a ys  w er e  e x cl u d e d  
fr o m L e nt.

It is g e n er all y  b eli e v e d  fr o m a n ci e nt  tr a diti o n 
t h at G o d  b e g a n  cr e ati n g  t h e w orl d  i n t h e s pri n g  of  
t h e y e ar.  Si n c e  it w as  als o i n t h e s pri n g t h at 
R e d e m pti o n  w as  a c c o m plis h e d,  it s e e m e d  a p pr o 
pri at e  t h at t his s e as o n  b e  d esi g n at e d  as  t h e b e gi n 
ni n g  pl a c e  i n t h e C hristi a n  y e arl y  c y cl e.

T h e  ol d est  k n o w  lit ur gi c al b o o k  of  t h e c h ur c h,  
w hi c h  c o nt ai ns  d ail y  S cri pt ur e  r e a di n gs, b e gi ns  
a n d  e n ds  wit h  t h e R es urr e cti o n.  F or  m or e  t h a n 
t hr e e h u n dr e d  y e ars  it w as  t h e o nl y  f e ast C hris 
ti a ns c el e br at e d.

C yril  of  Al e x a n dri a  wr ot e,  u E ast er  is t h e b e 
gi n ni n g  of  a n e w  er a. " B ut  b ef or e  g oi n g  a n y  
f urt h er w e  s h o ul d as k,  “ W h at  is E ast er ? ”

" E ast er *  is n ot  a  C hristi a n  n a m e.  Its ori gi n  is 
f o u n d i n C h al d e a n  p a g a nis m.  Is ht ar a n d  Ast art e 2 
w er e  B a b yl o ni a n  g o d d ess es  d e di c at e d  t o a  c ult  of  
f ertilit y. T h e  B a b yl o ni a n  E m pir e  s pr e a d  t his c ult

a n d  its pr a cti c es  t hr o u g h o ut t h eir w orl d.  W h e n  
t h e B a b yl o ni a ns  c o n q u er e d  J u d a h, t h e pr o p h et  
J er e mi a h a n d a s m all gr o u p  of  J e wis h l e a d ers 
w er e  f or ci bl y t a k e n i nt o e xil e i n E g y pt.  T h er e  
J e wis h e xil es q ui c kl y  a d o pt e d t h e pr a cti c e  of  
b ur ni n g  i n c e ns e a n d m a ki n g  off eri n gs  t o u t h e 
q u e e n  of  h e a v e n, "  Ast art e  a n d  t h e ot h er  E g y pti a n  
g o ds.  J er e mi a h  pr o n o u n c e d  t h e L or d's  j u d g m e nt 
o n  t h eir c ult  i n J er e mi a h 4 4.

T h e  B a b yl o ni a n  c ult  als o  s pr e a d t hr o u g h E u 
r o p e a n d w as  a d o pt e d  b y  t h e T e ut o ni c  p e o pl e,  
w h o  w ors hi p p e d  E oslr e,  t his s a m e g o d d ess  of  
f ertilit y. H er  f esti v al w as  c el e br at e d  o n  t h e s pri n g 
e q ui n o x  wit h  r a b bits a n d  bri g htl y  c ol or e d  e g gs.  Il 
is f as ci n ati n g t h at t h e m ost  i m p orl a nl d a y  i n t M 
C hristi a n  y e ar  is n a m e d  f or a f ertilit y g o d d ess  a n ?  
c el e br at e d  wit h  a n ci e nt  f ertilit y pr a cti c es.  L at er,  
t h e G er m a n  b ar b ari a ns r e n a m e d u E ostr e M  as  
“ Ost er. "  T h e  w ors hi p  of  t his g o d d ess  w as  i ntr o
d u c e d  i nt o Brit ai n  c e nt uri es  b ef or e  t h e C hristi a n  
er a b y  t h e Dr ui ds  or  t h e P h o e ni ci a ns.  P a g a n  
r eli gi o ns a d or e d t his c o ns ort of  t h e g o d  B a al,  
w ors hi p pi n g  h er  wit h  r eli gi o us c er e m o ni es i n 
A pril,  c alli n g t h e p eri o d f or w ors hi p  “ E asi er  
m o nt h. ”

T h e  ori gi n al  C hristi a n  c el e br ati o n t h at w e  
s e e k t o r e c o v er w as  a  c o m pl et el y  diff er e nt  f esti
v al  a n d w as  n ot  c all e d u E ast er. n It w as  c all e d  
P cis c h,  a  n a m e  b orr o w e d  fr o m t h e H e br e w  w or d  
f or P ass o v er, P es n c/i.  M ost  of  t h e C hristi a n  w orl d  
d o es  n ot  s h ar e o ur  c o nf usi o n.  E ast er n  Ort h o d o x  
c h ur c h es  c all  it " P es a c h ”  l o t his d a y.  T h e  Gr e e ks  
c all it P as c h a,  t h e S p a ni ar ds  a n d P ort u g u es e  
P as q u a,  t h e Fr e n c h, P a q u e,  t h e N or w e gi a ns,  
P as kir  a n d  t h e D a n es,  P a as k e.  It w as  o bs er v e d  
fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e c h ur c h  b y  pr of essi n g  
C hristi a ns  i n t h e s e as o n of  t h e J e wis h P ass o v er,

O L D  A  T R U E  L E N T  I N Y O U R  s o uls, 
wl ul e  y o u s orr o w o v er  y o ur h ar d 
n ess  of  h e art. D o  n ot  st o p at  s or
r o w! R e m e m b er  w h er e  y o u first 

r e c ei v e d  s al v ati o n. G o  at  o n c e  l o t h e cr oss . . t his 
will  bri n g  b a c k l o us  o ur  first l o v e; t his will  
r est or e t h e si m pli cit y of  o ur  f ait h, a n d  t h e t e n d er
n ess  of  o ur  h e art.

PI R]
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a n  e g g  w as  gi v e n  i n r et ur n wit h  t h e r es p o ns e, u H e  
is ris e n i n d e e d! " T h es e  C hristi a ns  p ut  s o m et hi n g 
w h er e  t h e y c o ul d s e e it s o t h eir e y es w o ul d  
r e mi n d t h eir h e arts!

F e w  i m a g es, aft er  S a nt a  Cl a us,  ar e  as  p o p ul ar  
as t h e h a p p y- g o-I u c k y  E ast er  B u n n y  h o p pi n g  
fr o m h o us e  t o h o us e  wit h  b as k ets  of  g o o di es  f or 
a n xi o usl y w aili n g  c hil dr e n. T h e y  h a v e e v e n  
h o p p e d  t h eir w a y  i nt o s h o p pi n g  m alls.  M ar k et ers  
h a v e  r e d e c or at e d S a nt a *s  c h air f or t h e E ast er  
B u n n y  i n or d er  t o e n h a n c e  s pri n g  s al es.  C hil dr e n  
st a n d  i nli n e t osit o n t h e E ast er  B u n n y *s  l a p, wit h  
pi ct ur es  t o pr o v e  it.

I n a n ci e nt E g y pt  t h e r a b bit w as  a  p o p ul ar  
f ertilit y s y m b ol b e c a us e  of  its i n cr e di bl e br e e d 
i n g a n d  r e pr o d u cti o n r e c or d. T h e  E ast e r  B u n n y  
w as  first m e nti o n e d  i n a  G er m a n  b o o k  p u blis h e d  
i n 1 5 7 2.  I n t h e s e v e nt e e nt h  c e nt ur y,  t h e st or y  t h at 
t h e E ast er  B u n n y  l a ys e g gs  a n d  t h e n hi d es  t h e m 
i n g ar d e ns  w as  c all e d,  at  t h at ti m e, a n  “ ol d  f a bl e, " 
i n di c ati n g it h a d  b e e n  ar o u n d  f or a l o n g li m e. T h e  
b u n n y  e nt er e d A m eri c a n  f ol kl or e t hr o u g h t h e 
P e n ns yl v a ni a  D ut c h.  T o  t his d a y  a cr oss N ort h  
A m eri c a  it is t h e E asi er  B u n n y  w h o  bri n gs  c ol 
or e d  e g gs,  c a n d y,  a n d  gifts  t o c hil dr e n. It t o o k 
o v er  o n e  h u n dr e d  y e ars  f or t his c ust o m of  t h e 
E ast er  B u n n y  t o b e  a d o pt e d  i nt o o ur  tr a diti o ns. I 
si n c er el y h o p e  it will  n ot  t a k e o n e  h u n dr e d  y e ars  
t o s e p ar at e o ut  t his p a g a n  rit u al.

T his  bit  of  hist or y  e x pl ai ns  w h y  t h e R ef or m 
ers  a b olis h e d  a n d  pr o hi bit e d  t h es e c el e br ati o ns.

S o  w h at  ar e  w e  t o d o  n o w ?
T his  is a n  i d e al ti m e t o p a us e  a n d  t hi n k t hr o u g h 

y o ur  c el e br ati o ns.  As  y o u  l o o k b a c k  a n d  s e e  w h o  
it is w h o  h as  c o m e  t o b e  y o ur  R e d e e m er,  als o  l o o k 
a h e a d  t o s e e  w h at  y o u  w a nt  t o d o  t o f oll o w C hrist.

L a m e nt ati o ns  3: 4 0  s a ys “ L et  us  e x a mi n e  o ur  
w a ys  a n d  t est t h e m, a n d  l et us  r et ur n t o t h e L or d "  
( NI V). R e mi n d e d  of  t h e w ar ni n gs  fr o m t h e p ast,  
l et us  s e e k h o n est  a ns w ers  t o t h es e q u esti o ns:

Ar e  y o ur  c el e br ati o ns i n k e e pi n g  wit h  t h e 
g o o d  n e ws  of  J es us C hrist ?

D o  t h e y pr o vi d e  a  w a y  t o d e e p e n  y o ur  u n d er 
st a n di n g a n d  str e n gt h e n  y o ur  c o m mit m e nt  t o t h e 
S a vi or ?

w hi c h  is w h e n  C hrist  w as  cr u cifi e d a n d r os e 
a g ai n. T h e  r e m e m br a n c e gr e w  o ut  of  g e n ui n e  
l o v e a n d  a p pr e ci ati o n  f or G o d's  r e d e m pti o n. F or  
t h e first t hr e e c e nt uri es  C hristi a ns  r es er v e d o nl y  
o n e  or  t w o d a ys  f or pr a y er  i n pr e p ar ati o n  f or t h e 
c el e br ati o n  of  P as a c h.  T h e  f esti v al w as  n ot  i d ol a
tr o us, a n d  it w as  n ot  pr e c e d e d  b y  a  “ L e nt. "

S o,  w h at  is L e nt ?  Il c o m es fr o m t h e w or d  
“ L e n cl e n, ”  w hi c h  m e a ns  “ s pri n g " a n d  m ar ks  t h e 
“ l e n gt h e ni n g”  of  d a ys  i n t h e s pri n g. Its c e nt er 
pi e c e  w as  a  C h al d e a n  f esti v al, m ar k e d  b y  f ort y 
d a ys  of  a bsti n e n c e,  d e v ot e d  t o p a g a n  w ors hi p  of  
Ast art e.  u E asl er  m o nt h ”  w as  t h e d o mi n a nt  s pri n g 
c el e br ati o n.

C hristi a n  l e a d ers w er e  al ar m e d.  T h e y  tri e d t o 
r ei ni er pr ell h e s e as o n  b y  bl e n di n g  bi bli c al  m e a n 
i n gs a n d  p a g a n  t h e m es. B y  a  s killf ul a n d  r at h er 
c o m pli c at e d  a dj ust m e nt  of  t h e c al e n d ar,  R o m e  
m a n a g e d  i o g et  p a g a nis m  a n d  c orr u pt e d i d ol a
tr o us C hristi a nit y  t o li n k ar ms.  A  f ort y- d a y f ast 
w as  est a blis h e d, r e c alli n g t h e f ort y d a ys  J es us 
s p e nl i n ( h e wil d er n ess  i n pr e p ar ati o n  f or His  
e art hl y mi nistr y  ( M alt. 4: 1- 1 1), a n d t h e f ort y 
d a ys  M os es  s p e nt  o n  Mt.  Si n ai  i n pr e p ar ati o n  f or 
t h e T e n  C o m m a n d m e nts  ( E x. 2 4: 1 8).  T h e  f ort y 
d a ys  of  L e nt  w er e  str et c h e d  t o t h e f ort y-si x d a ys  
of  ( h e c al e n d ar  t o r es er v e S u n d a ys  as c el e br a 
ti o ns ofj o y.  L o o ki n g  b a c k,  it is e as y  t o s e e  t h at t h e 
f ort y d a ys  of  a bsti n e n c e  i n L e nt  w er e  b orr o w e d  
fr o m t h e Ast art e  ( E ast er) f esti v al.

Ast a n e  w ors hi p  c o ul d  n ot  b e  s u p pr ess e d b y  
t h e C hristi a n  L e nt.  T o w ar d  t h e e n d  of  t h e si xt h 
c e nt ur y,  c h ur c h  l e a d ers att e m pt e d  t o c o m p el  t h e 
o bs er v a n c e  of  L e nt.  T h e  Ast art e  p art y  p ut  u p  a  
vi g or o us  r esist a n c e, m ar k e d  b y  bl o o ds h e d  a n d  
vi ol e n c e.  T o  s e c ur e t h e p e a c e,  a c o m pr o mis e  
tr a nsf or m e d “ P as a c h "  i nt o " E asi er ”  a n d  g a v e  t o 
t h e C h al d e a n  g o d d ess  h er  s u btl e pl a c e  i n o ur  
c urr e nt pr a cti c es.  T h e  c o ns e q u e n c es  w er e  m o 
m e nt o us.

T his  is t h e hist or y  of  L e nt  a n d  E asi er.  It is s o 
e as y  l o b e  l ull e d i nt o r e p etiti o us pr a cti c es  wit h 
o ut  st o p pi n g t o c h e c k o ut  t h e hist or y  of  t h e 
tr a diti o n. S o m e  of  o ur  m or e  p o p ul ar  c ust o ms  
c o nfi n n t h e t esti m o n y of  hist or y as t o t h eir 
B a b yl o ni a n  ori gi n.  H ot- cr oss  b u ns  o n  G o o d  Fri 
d a y  a n d t h e d y e d  e g gs of  E ast er  ar e r o ot e d i n 
C h al d e a n  rit u als. S p e ci al  " b u ns "  w er e  us e d  i n t h e

w ors hi p  of  t h e q u e e n  of  h e a v e n,  t h e “ g o d d ess  
E ast er, "  as  e arl y  as  t h e f o u n di n g of  At h e ns,  1 5 0 0  
y e ars  b ef or e  C hrist.  A n  a n ci e nt  writ er  d es cri b e d  
t h e m as  “ s a cr e d c a k es  c all e d  ' B o n,' w hi c h  w er e  
m a d e  of  fi n e fl o ur a n d h o n e y. "  T h e  pr o p h et  
J er e mi a h t a k es n ot e  t h at “ T h e  c hil dr e n g at h er  
w o o d,  t h e f at h ers li g ht t h e fir e, a n d  t h e w o m e n  
k n e a d  t h e d o u g h  a n d  m a k e  c a k es  of  br e a d  f or ( h e 
Q u e e n  of  H e a v e n.  T h e y  p o ur  o ut  dri n k  off eri n gs  
t o ot h er  g o ds  t o pr o v o k e  m e  t o a n g er "  (J er. 7: 1 8,  
NI V).

T h e  S a x o ns  m ar k e d  t h e littl e br e a ds  wit h  
cr oss es  t o h o n or  t his q u e e n  of  h e a v e n,  E ast er.  
T h e  P h o e ni ci a ns  i m pri nt e d t h e c a k es  wit h  h or ns  
d e di c at e d  t o Ast art e,  t h e g o d d ess  of  f ertilit y. I n 
ti m e t h es e h or ns  w er e  m o difi e d  i nt o a  f or m t h at 
w e  s e e as  a  cr oss.  T h e  E g y pti a ns  e m p h asi z e d  t h e 
g o d d ess  of  t h e m o o n  a n d  m ar k e d  t h eir c a k es  t o 
r e pr es e nt t h e f o ur q u art ers of  t h e m o o n.  Si n c e  t h e 
f esti v al w as  k n o w n  as  E ast er,  il w as  a n d  still is 
c el e br at e d  o n  t h e S u n d a y  i m m e di at el y aft er  t h e 
first f ull m o o n  of  t h e s pri n g e q ui n o x.

T h e  ori gi n  of  t h e E ast er  e g g is b as e d  o n  
f ertilit y m yt h  a n d  f ol kl or e. T h e  st or y is t ol d b y  
H y gi n us,  a n E g y pti a n  w h o  w as  a li br ari a n i n 
R o m e  d uri n g  t h e ti m e of  C a es ar  A u g ust us:  u A n  
e g g  of  w o n dr o us  si z e is s ai d t o h a v e  f all e n fr o m 
h e a v e n  i nt o t h e ri v er E u p hr at es.  T h e  fis h es r oll e d 
it t o t h e b a n k,  w h er e  t h e d o v es  h a vi n g  s ettl e d 
u p o n  it, a n d h at c h e d  it; o ut  c a m e V e n us,  w h o  
aft er w ar ds w as  c all e d Ast art e. "  H e n c e  t h e e g g  
b e c a m e  o n e  of  t h e s y m b ols  of  Ast art e  or  E ast er.  
E g gs  w er e  oft e n  us e d i n r eli gi o us rit u als b y  
E g y pti a ns,  Gr e e ks,  a n d  m a n y  ot h er  a n ci e nt  p e o pl e  
a n d w er e  h u n g  i n p a g a n  t e m pl es f or m ysti c al  
p ur p os es.

C hristi a ns  assi g n e d n e w  si g nifi c a n c e t o t h e 
e g g.  It r e mi n d e d A u g usti n e  of  t h e h o p e  of  et er n al  
lif e, pi ct uri n g  s o m et hi n g  y et  t o c o m e.  F or  ot h ers  
t h e s h ell s y m b oli z e d  t h e t o m b, w hi c h  w as  e m pt y  
w h e n  C hrist  c a m e  f ort h i n n e w  lif e.

Y o u  will  r e m e m b er fr o m t h e c el e br ati o n  of  
S hr o v e  T u es d a y  t h at e g gs  w er e  n ot  all o w e d  d ur 
i n g L e nt.  Pr o hi biti o ns  h a v e  a  w a y  of  e n h a n ci n g  
d esir a bilit y,  h e n c e  it b e c a m e  t h e c ust o m  t o b e a u 
tif ull y d e c or at e  e g gs  wit h  C hristi a n  s y m b ols a n d  
gi v e  t h e m as  gifts  o n  R es urr e cti o n  D a y.  Wit h  t h e 
gift  c a m e  t h e gr e eti n g,  u C hrist  is ris e n! ”  Us u all y



Pr e p ar ati o n

F asti n g  a n d  t h e L ast  D a ys

T
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b y  A r t h u r  W a l li s
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I will  b uil d  m y  c h ur c h.
— M att h e w  1 6: 1 8

J  will  p o ur  o ut  of  M y  S pirit.
— ] o el 2: 2 8

1  will  c o m e  a g ai n.
— J o h n 1 4: 3

d a ys  it s h all b e,  G o d  d e cl ar es,  t h at I will  p o ur  o ui  

m y  S pirit  u p o n  all  fl es h ?
W h at  s h all w e  s a y  a b o ut  t his ? Di d  t h e e v e nts  al  

P e nt e c ost  e x h a ust  t h e J o el pr o p h e c y ?  O b vi o usl y  
n ot,  or  t h er e w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  n o  f urt h er o ut p o ur 
i n gs. Is, t h e n, t h e fi n al f ulfill m e nt i n s o m e f ut ur e 
d a y  w h e n  t h e c h ur c h  is n o  l o n g er h er e ?  P et er  s ai d 
it w o ul d  h a p p e n  “ i n l h e l ast d a ys. ”  Ar e  w e  n ot  n o w  
i n w h at  S cri pt ur e  c alls  u t h e l ast d a ys ” ？

S o m e  w o ul d  s a y t h at t h e fi n al f ulfill m e nt will  
b e  u p o n  J e ws  o nl y.  B ut  t h e pr o mis e  s a ys  " 叩 o n  all  
fl es h,”  a n d  P et er  s ur el y  c o nfir m e d  t his b y  s a yi n g, 
4T h e  pr o mis e  is t o y o u  a n d  t o y o ur c hil dr e n  [J e ws] 
a n d  l o all  t h at ar e  f ar off  [ G e ntil es]., , Di d  h e  n ot  
l at er wit n ess  t h e o ut p o uri n g  u p o n  t h e G e ntil es,  a n d  
d e cl ar e,  u T h e  H ol y S pi nt  f ell o n  t h e m j ust as  o n  us(  
at t h e b e gi n ni n g " ?  If, t h e n, t h e f or m er r a m i n
cl u d e d  G e ntil es,  w h y  n ot  t h e l att er r ai n ?

Al m ost  all  ar e  a gr e e d  t h at a  visit ati o n  of  t h e 
S pirit  u p o n  t h e c h ur c h  is d es p er at el y  n e e d e d  Ar e  
w e  t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e pr o mis e  t o J o el h as  n ot hi n g  
t o s a y  t o t his sit u ati o n ?  Ar e  t h es e a p p ar e ntl y  s p o n
t a n e o us pl e a di n gs  f or t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit  
fr o m all  o v ert h e  w orl d  e ntir el y  mis g ui d e d  a n d  o ut  
of  t h e will  of  G o d ?  W h al,  l h e n, is t h e a ns w er  t o t h e 
b arr e n n ess  a n d  i m p ot e n c e of  t h e c h ur c h  ifitis n ot  
a  visit ati o n  fr o m o n  hi g h ?

If, h o w e v er,  w e  b eli e v e  t h at t his w o n d erf ul  
pr o mis e  isf or us — isi nf a ct G o d's  a ns w er  i o t h e 
pr es e nt  n e e d  —  it is vit al  t h at w e  f ulfill t h e c o n di 
ti o ns as  w ell  as  pl e a d  t h e pr o mis e.  T hr e e  ti m esJ o el 
s o u n ds  a  cl ari o n  c all,  i n vi e w  of  t h e i m mi n e n c e of  
t h e D a y of  t h e L or d,  t o r et ur n t o G o d  wit h  f asti n g 
(J o el 1:I 4; 2: 1 2, 1 5). T h e n  h e  s e e ms  t o s e e  i n visi o n  
G o d's  r es p o ns e: " T h e n  t h e L or d  b e c a m e  j e al o us 
f or his  l a n d, a n d  h a d  pit y  o n  his  p e o pl e * *  ( v. 1 8),  
gr a nti n g  d eli v er a n c e  a n d  pr os p erit y,  f oll o w e d b y  
t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit  o n  all  fl es h. H a v e  w e  
a n y  ri g ht l o e x p e ct  t h e f ulfill m e nt of  t his w o n d er 〕  
f ul pr o mis e  wit h o ut  o b e di e n c e  t o t h e c o n diti o ns ?

0  C O O P E R A T E  WI T H  G O D  i n t h e 
o ut w or ki n g  of  His  pl a n  d e m a n ds  a n  
u n d erst a n di n g  of  t h at pl a n.  T h er e  ar e  

t hr e e r e al ms of  tr ut h w hi c h,  p er h a ps  m or e  t h a n a n y  
ot h ers,  h a v e  b e e n  st or m c e nt ers  of  c o ntr o v ers y  
a m o n g  e ar n est  C hristi a ns  —  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e 
S pirit,  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e c h ur c h,  a n d  t h e d o ctri n e  
of  C hrist's  s e c o n d  a d v e nt  ( wit h ass o ci at e d  e v e nts).  
T his  is n ot  s ur prisi n g if, as w e  b eli e v e,  t h es e 
d o ctri n es  h ol d  t h e vit al  k e ys  t o G o d's  w orl d  pr o 
gr a m.  T h e  A d v ers ar y  c a n n ot  aff or d  t o s e e t h es e 
k e ys  dr o p  i nt o t h e h a n ds  of  t h e c h ur c h  wit h o ut  a  
fi g ht, f or ( h e y s p ell d estr u cti o n  t o t h e ki n g d o m  of  
d ar k n ess.  T h e  di visi v e  t a cti cs of  t h e A d v ers ar y,  
h o w e v er,  c a n n ot  t h w art t h e p ur p os e  of  G o d.

It is d e e pl y  si g nifi c a nt  t h at i n r e c e nt y e ars  t h er e 
h as  b e e n  a  w orl d wi d e  r es ur g e n c e ofi nt er est  i n t h e 
mi nisl ^  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit,  a n d es p e ci all y  t h e 
p o uri n g  o ut  of  t h e S pirit  i n r e vi v al p o w er.  B ult his  
h as  f or c e d m a n y  t hi n ki n g p e o pl e  l o m a k e  a  fr es h 
a p  pr ais al  of  t h eir d o ctri n e  of  t h e c h ur c h.  If w e  ar e  
i o h a v e  t h e n e w  wi n e  of  t h e S pirit,  w h at  a b o ut  t h e 
n e w  wi n es ki n ?  I n a d diti o n,  t h e s wiftl y m o vi n g  
e c cl esi asti c al  sit u ati o n,  d o mi n at e d  b y  e c u m e nis m,  
is s e n di n g m a n y  b a c k  t o t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  t o 
r e e x a mi n e G o d's  ori gi n al  pl a n  f or His  c h ur c h.

W h at  a b o ut  u nf ulfill e d  pr o p h e c y  a n d  t h e r e
t ur n of  C hrist ?  Wi d es pr e a d  i nt er est i n t his as p e ct  
of  tr ut h is y et  t o c o m e.  L et  us  n o w  s e e h o w  t h es e 
t hr e e vit al  k e ys  t o G o d's  pl a n  ar e als o cl os el y  
ass o ci at e d  wit h  t h e s u bj e ct of  f asti n g.

T h e  O ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit

M a n y  b eli e v ers  i n t h es e d a ys  ar e  c o mi n g  i nt o 
a  tr a nsf or mi n g e x p eri e n c e  of  t h e p o w er  a n d  gifts  
of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  M a n y  ot h ers,  c o n vi n c e d  t h at a  
wi d es pr e a d  visit ati o n  of  t h e S pirit  i n r e vi v al p o w er  
is t h e o nl y  a ns w er  t o t h e s pirit u al  n e e d  of  t his h o ur,  
ar e pl e a di n g  t h e pr o mis e  of  J o el w hi c h  P et er  
q u ot e d  o n  t h e d a y  of  P e nt e c ost:  * * A n d  i n t h e l ast



W h at  Is L e nt ?
( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  5)
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• Pl a n  ti m e t o u b e  still a n d k n o w  G o d ”  
( pr o b a bl y t h e m ost  diffi c ult  dis ci pli n e).

— G o d's  C h os e n  F ast,  S uss e x.  E n gl a n d:  

Vi ct or y  Pr ess,  1 9 6 8.  p p.  1 3 0- 1 3 5.

R es o ur c es  f or C el e br ati n g  L e nt

H er e  ar e  s o m e si m pl e, pr a cti c al  s u g g esti o ns 
t o ai d  y o ur  f a mil y i n c el e br ati n g  t h e tr ut h d uri n g  
t h e r est of  t h e d a ys  l e a di n g 叩  l ot h e R es urr e cti o n.  
T h e  g e ni us  of  L e nt  is t h at it pr o vi d es  a fr es h 
o p p ort u nit y  f or p ers o n al  r e n e w al.

, B e gi n  e a c h  d a y  wit h  a  ti m e of  r efl e cti o n.
• I d e ntif y si ns or  a n  ar e a  n e e di n g  r e n e w al.
• C o nf ess  a  pr o bl e m  t h at n e e ds  G o d's  m er c y.
• M a k e  a n  eff ort  t o s et  a p art  ti m e t o r e a d a n d  

) pr a y  e v er y  d a y.

Ps al m  5 0: 1 3- 1 5, 2 3  ( T L B) s a ys, " N o,  I d o n't  
n e e d  y o ur  s a crifi c es of  fl es h a n d  bl o o d.  W h at  I 
w a nt  fr o m y o u  is y o ur  tr u e t h a n ks; I w a nt  y o ur  
pr o mis es  f ulfill e d. 1  w a nt  y o u  t o tr ust m e  i n y o ur  
ti m es of  tr o u bl e, s o  I c a n  r es c u e y o u,  a n d  y o u  c a n  
gi v e  m e  gl or y. . . . Tr u e  pr ais e  is a w ort h y  
s a crifi c e; t his r e all y h o n ors  m e. "

T hi n k  of  w a ys  y o u  c a n  h o n or  t h e L or d  wit h  
y o ur  pr ais e  d uri n g  L e nt.

t o o k pl a c e  i n t h e t e m pl e l o n g a g o  
u n d er Z er u b b a b ei  a n d  E zr a.  Di d  n ot  
G o d  e n c o ur a g e  His  p e o pl e  wit h  t h e 
pr o mis e,  u T h e  l att er 叩  l e n d or of t his 
h o us e  s h all b e gr e at er  t h a n t h e 
f or m er * * ? ( H a g. 2: 9).

T h e  o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit  is 
n ot  e n o u g h.  T h e  n e w  wi n e  m ust  h a v e  
n o w,  as  it h a d  w h e n  p o ur e d  o ut  o n  
t h e d a y  of  P e nt e c ost,  a  n e w  wi n e 
s ki n. T h e  r e n e wi n g of  t h e h o us e  of  
G o d  is i n dis p e ns a bl e. It c ost  t h es e 
m e n  of  t h e Ol d  T est a m e nt  d e e p  i n
t er c essi o n wit h  f asti n gs a n d  t e ars. 
W o ul d  w e  t hi n k t o o bt ai n  it m or e  
c h e a pl y — b y  c o ns ult ati o ns  a n d  c o n 
v ers ati o ns  a n d  c o m mitt e es ?

C el e br ati n g  t h e C hristi a n  Y e ar,  B et h a n y  H o us e  P u b 

lis h ers, 1 9 9 3.  p p.  1 0 7- 1 1 2.  Us e d  wit h  p er missi o n.

' C h arl es H a d d o n  S p ur g e o n, M or ni n g  a n d  E v e ni n g,  

Gr a n d  R a pi ds:  Z o n d er v a n  P u blis hi n g  H o us e.

T h e  C h al d e a n  g o d d ess es  Is ht ar a n d  Ast art e  w er e  a d o pt e d  

b y  t h e B a b yl o ni a ns,  t h e E g y pti a ns,  a n d  m ost  ot h er  p e o pl e  of  

( h e a n ci e nt  Mi d dl e  E ast.

H a v e  w e  y et  pr a y e d  “ wit h  all o ur  
h e arts, e v e n  wit h  f asti n gn ? H a v et e ars  
e v er b e e n  mi n gl e d  wit h  o ur  pr a y ers ?  
H a v e  t h e pri ests,  t h e mi nist ers  of  t h e 
L or d,  e v er  w e pt  b et w e e n  t h e p or c h  
a n d t h e alt ar ? T h e  pr o mis e d  o ut 
p o uri n g  c alls  f or f asti n g as  w ell  as  
pr a y er.

T h e  R est or ati o n  of  t h e C h ur c h

S o m e  5 0 0  y e ars  b ef or e  C hrist,  
( h e e xil e d  pr o p h et  D a ni el  o bs er v e d  
fr o m ( h e si u d y  of  J er e mi a h's  pr o p h 
e c y  t h at t h e li m e w as  at  h a n d  w h e n  
G o d  w o ul d  bri n g  His  p e o pl e  b a c k  t o 
J er us al e m  ( D a n. 9: 2;J er.  2 9: 1 0).  H e  
t h er ef or e s o u g ht  G o d  i n pr a y er  wit h  
f asti n g a n d  s a c k cl ot h  a n d  as h es,  t h at 
H e  w o ul d  f ulfill t h e pr o mis e.  C o n 
f essi o n mi n gl e d  wit h  his  s u p pli c a
ti o n as h e  pr a y e d  t h at G o d  w o ul d  
c a us e His  f a c e t o s hi n e u p o n  His  
s a n ct u ar y  w hi c h  w as  d es ol at e.

T his  f asti n g pr a y er  of  D a ni el  s et 
l h e w h e els  i n m oti o n  t h at l e d t o o n e  
of  t h e m ost  r e m ar k a bl e d e cr e es  t h at 
a  h e at h e n  ki n g  e v er  iss u e d. C yr us  
m a d e  a  pr o cl a m ati o n  t o t h e eff e ct  
t h at G o d  h a d  c h ar g e d  hi m  t o b uil d

a n d  lit er al, f or as t h e a n g els  i nf or m e d 
t h e a p ostl es,  ' T his J es us, w h o  w as  
t a k e n u p  fr o m y o u  i nt o h e a v e n,  will  
c o m e  i n t h e s a m e w a y  as  y o u  s a w 
hi m  g o  i nt o h e a v e n 1 * ( A cts 1: 1 1).

H er e  is t h e gr a n d  a n d  gl ori o us  
c o ns u m m ati o n  of  t h e a g e,  f or w hi c h  
all  t h at pr o c e e d e d  it w as  a  n e c ess ar y  
pr e p ar ati o n.  D o  w e  l o n g f or His  r e
t ur n ? D o  w e  s h ar e  w h at  m ust  b e  t h e 
y e a nli n g  of His h e ait  f or t h at c o mi n g  
d a y  of  vi n di c ati o n  a n d  c or o n ati o n ?  
W h e n  H e  s u m m o ns us  i n t h at d a y  t o 
a c c o u nt  f or o urt al e nls, will  w e  h a v e  
t o c o nf ess  t h at t h e f asti n g t al e nt w as  
n e v er  us e d,  t h at w e  hi d  t his pr e ci o us  
e ntr ust m e nt  i n t h e gr o u n d ?

F asti n g,  t h e n, o p e ns  t h e w a y f or 
t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e S pirit  a n d  l h e 
r est or ati o n of  G o d's  h o us e.  F asti n g  
i n t his a g e  of  t h e a bs e nt  B  ri d e gr o o m 
is i n e x p e ct ati o n  of His  r et ur n. S o o n  
t h er e will  b e  t h e mi d ni g ht  cr y,  u B e-  
h ol d,  t h e bri d e gr o o m!  C o m e  o ut  t o 
m e et  hi m. "  Il will  b e  t o o l at e t h e n t o 
f ast a n d  t o pr a y.  T h e  ti m e \s n o w. 

Hi m  a  h o us e  i n J er us al e m, a n d  t h at 
t h os e J e ws w h o  w er e  s o dis p os e d  
w er e  t o g o  u p  t o J er us al e m  t o r e b uil d 
t h e h o us e  of  t h e L or d  ( E zr a 1: 1- 4).  
S o  t h er e c a m e  a b o ut  t h e first r et ur n 
of  t h e e xil es u n d er  Z er u b b a b el  t o 
r e b uil d t h e t e m pl e. A g ai n,  pr a y er  
a n d  f asti n g u n d er  t h e g o o d  h a n d  of  
G o d  h a d  c h a n g e d  l h e c o urs e  of his-  
t or y. I n l h e l at er e x p e diti o n  u n d er  
E zr a  f asti n g a g ai n  pl a y e d  its p art  i n 
t h e s af e arri v al of  t h e e xil es wit h  
t h eir pr e ci o us  c o nsi g n m e nt  f or t h e 
h o us e  of  G o d  ( E zr a 8: 2 1  - 2 3).

U n d erl h e  ol d  c o v e n a nt  G o d  h a d  
a  t e m pl e f or His  p e o pl e;  u n d er  t h e 
n e w  G o d  h as  His  p e o pl e  f or a  t e m
pl e.  As  w e  l o o k o ut  t o d a y o n  t h e 
c h ur c h,  G o d's  叩 irit u al h a bit ati o n,  
w h at  a  n e e d  f or s pirit u al  r e n e w al! If 
l h e e arl y C hristi a ns  w er e  still  wit h  us  
G o d  mi g ht  w ell  as k, “ W h o  is l eft 
a m o n g  y o u  t h at s a w  t his h o us e  i n its 
f or m er gl or y ?  H o w  d o  y o u  s e e it 
n o w ?  Is it n ot  i n y o ur  si g ht  as  n ot h-  
i n g ?”  ( H a g. 2: 3).  T h e  r est or ati o n of  
t h e c h ur c h  t o its f or m er p o w er  a n d  
gl or y  w o ul d  i n v ol v e a  tr a nsf or m a
ti o n n o  l ess r a di c al t h a n t h at w hi c h

• Tr ul y  r e c o g ni z e a n d  t h a n k G o d.
• K e e p  y o ur  pr o mis es.
• Tr ust  G o d  i n ti m e of  tr o u bl e.
• Gi v e  Hi m  t h e gl or y!  

T h e  R et ur n  of  C hrist

N eit h er  t h e o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e 
S pirit  n or  t h e r ef or m ati o n of  t h e 
c h ur c h  is o ur g o al.lt  is n ot hi n g  l ess 
t h a n "t h e  pri z e  of  t h e u p  w ar d  c all  of  
G o d  i n C hrist  J es us. n  T h e  s u pr e m e 
h o p e  of  t h e c h ur c h  li es i n ( h e pr o m 
is e of  t h e r e a p  p e ar a n c e  of  t h e L or d  
fr o m h e a v e n.  H e  t ol d His  dis ci pl es,  
"I will  c o m e a g ai n. " Cl e arl y  t his 
c o mi n g  w as  n ot  s pirit u al  b ut  visi bl e



P E R S O N S

C h ur c h  Gr a p e vi n es  Us u all y  B e ar  B a d  Fr uit

A
All  w e  n e e d  t o d o  w h e n

w e  d o n't  w a nt

— p eri o d!t o h e ar  it

▲ ▲ ▲▲  ▲

b y  J a n  G.  L i n n
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Gr o wt h

c o nfr o nt e d  wit h  g ossi p  

is t o m a k e  it cl e ar  t h at

M ost  c h ur c h  m e m b ers  will  r e a dil y a gr e e  t h at 
g ossi p  is a  t erri bl e t hi n g, w hil e  at  t h e s a m e  ti m e 
e n g a gi n g  i n it or  at  l e ast t ol er ati n g it i n t h e lif e of 
t h eir c h ur c h. It is as if t h e y d o  n ot  b eli e v e  it 
a ct u all y  d estr o ys  t h e w a y  it d o es.  P er h a ps  t h e 
r e as o n c h ur c h  gr a p e vi n es  ar e  t ol er at e d is b e c a us e  
t h e m ess a g es  t h e y c arr y  ar e  n ot  r e c o g ni z e d as  
g ossi p.  Aft er  all, t h e t al k is n ot  us u all y  a b o ut  
s o m e  m or al  i n dis cr eti o n of  a n ot h er c h ur c h  m e m 
b er,  alt h o u g h  w h e n e v er  s u c h i n dis cr eti o ns d o  
o c c urt h e y  c ert ai nl y  m a k e  t h e cir c uit. M ost ofi e n, 

t h o u g h, t h e

T h e  l ett er of  J a m es t al ks a b o ut  t h e e vil  a n d  
d a m a g e  of  t h e c h ur c h  gr a p e vi n e  t his w a y:

T h e  t o n g u e is a fir e. T h e  l o n g u e is pl a c e d  
a m o n g  o ur  m e m b ers  as a  w orl d  of  i ni q uit y, 
str ai ns t h e w h ol e  b o d y,  s ets o n fir e l h e 

c y cl e of  n at ur e,  a n d is its elf s ei o n  fir e b y  
h ell. . . . Wit h  it w e  bl ess t h e L or d  a n d  
F at h er,  a n d wit h  it w c  c urs e ( h os e w h o  ar e  
m a d e  i n t h e li k e n ess of  G o d.  Fr o m  l h e s a m e 

m o ut h  c o m e  bl essi n g  a n d c ursi n g. . . . T his  
o u g ht  n ot  l o b e  s o. (J a m es 3: 6- 1 0)

C H U R C H  G R A P E VI N E,  t o p ut  it 
bl u ntl y,  is l h e n et w or k  of  g ossi p  t h at 
s e e ms  t o e xist  i n e v er y  c h ur c h.  I n all  

m y  y e ars  of  mi nistr y  1  h a v e  n e v er  s e e n  a n yt hi n g  
g o o d  c o m e  fr o m a  c h ur c h gr a p e vi n e.  O n  t h e 
c o ntr ar y,  il h as  al w a ys  b e e n  a  d estr u cti v e  a n d  
si nf ul f or c e i n t h e lif e of  a  c h ur c h.

I b eli e v e  t h er e is n o  w ors e  si n  t h a n g ossi p.  Its 
eff e ct  is al w a ys — wit h o ut  e x c e pti o n — n e g ati v e  
a n d  disr u pti v e  t o i n di vi d u als a n d  t h e c o n gr e g a 
ti o n as  a  w h ol e.  It e x pr ess es  t h e w orst  of  us  as  
h u m a n  b ei n gs — o uri ns e nsiti vit y  t o ot h ers, o ur 
t e n d e n c y t o pr ej u d g e  sit u ati o ns  a n d  p e o pl e  or  t o 
j u d g e wit h o ut  c a us e,  t h e arr o g a n c e  of  s e ei n g  t h e 
s p e c k  i n a n ot h er's  e y e  wit h o uts e ei n g  t h e pl a n ks  
i n o ur  o w n,  a n d t h e i n a bilit y t o c o ntr ol o ur  
t o n g u es, all  t h e w hil e  pr et e n di n g  i g n or a n c e ofits  
d a m a g e.  N ot hi n g  is w ors e  t h at t h e si n  of  g ossi p,  
es p e ci all y  i n t h e c h ur c h  w h er e  p e o pl e  ar e  c all e d  
t o s h ar e  lif e i n C hrist.

C h ur c h  gr a p e vi n es  al m ost  al w a ys  t hri v e o n  
g ossi p.  P e o pl e  l o v e t o t al k, a n d  m a n y  c h ur c h  
m e m b ers  d o  s o  wit h o ut  c o n c er ni n g  t h e ms el v es 
wit h  t h e a c c ur a c y,  or  e v e n  t h e tr ut h
f ul n ess, of  t h eir i nf or m ati o n. M or e 
o v er,  t h e e m b ellis hi n g of  st ori es  t h at 
c o nt ai n  a  k er n el  of  tr ut h is a p p all 
i n g. E v e n  s pr e a di n g  st ori es  t h at ar e  
tr u e c a n  b e  d estr u cti v e.  T h e  t elli n g 
l a c ks c o m p assi o n  a n d  c o n c er n  b e 
c a us e  t h e t elli n g is t h e f o c us of  t h e 
t ell er's att e nti o n. W h e n e v er  t h e 
p ers o n(s)  w h o  is ( ar e) t h e s u bj e ct  of  
t h e st or y is ( ar e) n ot  t h e pri m ar y  
f o c us of  c o n c er n,  w h at  is b ei n g  t ol d 
— tr u e or  f als e— is g ossi p.
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— W h at  Mi nist ers  Wis h  C h ur c h  M e m b ers  K n e w,  
C h ali c e  Pr ess,  1 9 9 3,  p p.  6 3- 6 6.  Us e d  wit h  p er missi o n.

s m all est  pr o bl e ms  gr o w  i nt o bi g  o n es,  a d di n g  t o 
t h e t e nsi o n t h at alr e a d y  e xists.

N ot hi n g  g o o d  e v er  c o m es fr o m a  c h ur c h  

gr a p e vi n e,  w hi c h  is w h y  c h ur c h  m e m b ers  c o n 

c er n e d  a b o ut  t h e h e alt h  a n d  w ell- b ei n g  of  t h eir 
c h ur c h  s h o ul d  n e v er  l et it g o  u n c h all e n g e d.  N o  
o n e  c a n  st o p  p e o pl e  fr o m g ossi pi n g.  W e c a n. o n  
t h e ot h er  h a n d,  r ef us e t o list e n. At  t h e v er y  l e ast, 
t h at will  m a k e  t h e g ossi p er  f e el u n c o mf ort a bl e,  
a n d  w h e n  e n o u g h  p e o pl e  r ef us e t o list e n, I h a v e  
n o  d o u bt  t h at it will  h a v e  a  c hilli n g  eff e ct  o n  t h e 

vi n e  its elf. W h o  w as  it w h o  s ai d, U A 1 1  t h at is 

n e e d e d  f or e vil  t o tri u m p h is f or g o o d  [ p e o pl e] t o 
d o  n ot hi n g 1 * ?  T h at  is n e v er  m or e  tr u e i n t h e 
c h ur c h  t h a n w h e n  it c o m es  t o gr a p e vi n es.  

If t h e p ast or  is y o u n g,  t h e y s a y h e  l a c ks e x p eri e n c e;  if h e's  ol d,  h e's  a o v er  t h e hill. "

If h e  h as  fi v e or  si x c hil dr e n,  h e  h as  t o o m a n y;  if h e  h as  n o n e,  h e's  s elfis h.

If h e  pr e a c h es  fr o m n ot es,  h e's  b ori n g;  if h efs e xt e m p or a n e o us,  h e's  s h all o w.

If h e  e nt ers  t o t h e p o or,  h e's  w asti n g  v al u a bl e  eff ort;  if h e  c at ers  t o t h e ri c h, h e's  pl a yi n g  p oliti cs.

If h e  us es  a n e c d ot es,  h e's  n e gl e cti n g  t h e S cri pt ur e;  if h e  d o es n't,  h e  is nt i nt er esti n g.

If h e  pr e a c h es  g uilt,  h e's  h ar mf ul;  if h e  d o es n't,  h e's  c o m pr o misi n g.

If h e  sti c ks t o t h e Bi bl e,  h e's  t o o n arr oi u;  if h e  i nt er pr ets, h e's  t o o li b er al.

If h e  d o es n't  pl e as e  e v er y b o d y,  h e  s h o ul d l e a v e; if h e  d o es,  h e's  z uis h y- w as h y.

If h e  dri v es  a n  ol d  c ar,  it's dis gr a c ef ul;  if h e  dri v es  a  n ez u  o n e,  it's ost e nt ati o us.

If h e  pr e a c h es  all  t h e ti m e, h e's  p ul pit  p oss essi v e;  if h e  i n vit es g u est  pr e a c h ers,  h e's  a  s hir k er.

If h e  g ets  a  l ar g e s al ar y, h e's  m er c e n ar y;  if a  s m all o n e,  h e  is n't w ort h  e v e n  t h at.

It m a y  b e  o b vi o us  b y  n o w  t h at I h a v e  n o  
p ati e n c e  wit h  c h ur c h  gr a p e vi n es,  n or  a n y  r es p e ct 
f or t h e m. T h e y  h urt  p e o pl e  a n d t h e y d a m a g e  

c h ur c h es.  W h at  is w ors e,  t h er e is si m pl y t o o 

m u c h  t ol er a n c e f or t h e m. I n t h e n a m e  of  n ot  
w a nti n g  t o h urt  a n y o n e's  f e eli n gs, c h ur c h es  will  
l et p e o pl e  g ossi p  wit h o ut  c h all e n gi n g t h e a ct  
its elf. M e m b ers  m a y  t a k e iss u e wit h  a  st at e m e nt 
t h at h as  b e e n  m a d e,  b ut  t h e y s el d o m as k  t h e 
p ers o n  t al ki n g w h y  t h e y ar e  g ossi pi n g.  T his  is 
w h at  n e e ds  t o b e  d o n e.  T h er e  is n o  pl a c e  i n t h e 
c h ur c h  f or l o os e t o n g u es. I t hi n k J a m es  p uts  t h e 

m att er  of  a  l o os e t o n g u e i n t h e c h ur c h  r at h er 

bl u ntl y:  < 4T his  o u g ht  n ot  t o b e  s o. ”
It r e all y is n ot  all  t h at diffi c ult  t o sl o p  a c h ur c h  

gi ■ 叩 e vi n e.  All  w e  n e e d  t o d o  w h e n  c o nfr o nt e d  
wit h  g ossi p  is t o m a k e  it p erf e ctl y  cl e ar  t h at w e  
d o n ' t w a nt  t o h e ar  it— p eri o d ! T his  n e e ds  t o b e  
o ur  r es p o ns e es p e ci all y w h e n  t h er e is tr o u bl e i n a  
c h ur c h.  T h at  is w h e n  t h e gr a p e vi n e  is m ost  ali v e,  
a n d m ost  i n a c c ur at e. At  s u c h ti m es e v e n t h e

gr a p e vi n e  i n t h e c h ur c h  c arri es  i n a c c ur at e a n d  
dist ort e d  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  w h at  h a p p e n e d  i n 
t h e b o ar d  m e eti n g  or  s o m e c o m mitt e e  of  t h e 

c h ur c h.  It is q uit e  c o m m o n  f or it t o b e  a  c arri er  f or 

t h e o pi ni o ns  of  a  dis gr u ntl e d  c h ur c h m e m b er  
w h o  w a nts  e v er y o n e  t o k n o w  h er diss atisf a cti o n  
wit h  t h e mi nist er.

I n o n e  c h ur c h  I s er v e d  t h er e w as  o n e  p arti c u 
l ar S u n d a y  s c h o ol  cl ass  t h at m a d e  s ur e  t h e c h ur c h  
gr a p e vi n e  w as  k e pt  b us y.  T h e  m e m b ers  w er e  a n  
a gi n g  gr o u p  w h o  tr ul y l o v e d t h e c h ur c h,  b ut  t h eir 
u n d erst a n di n g  of  c h ur c h  lif e w as  s k e w e d  i n si g

nifi c a nt  w a ys.  T h er e  w as  v er y  littl e w e  di d  i n 
mi nistr y  t h at t h e y s u p  p ort e d.  E v er y  w e e k  t h e 
c h ur c h  st aff  c o ul d  c o u nt  o n  s o m e o n e  i n t h e cl ass  
p assi n g  al o n g  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  s o m et hi n g  w e  
h a d  s ai d or  d o n e  t h at w as  i n a c c ur at e or  c o m 
pl et el y  u nir u e.  Y et n ot  o n c e  di d  a n y  of  t h e m e v er  
c o m e  t o us  a n d  as k  w h et h er o m ot  w h at  t h e y h a d  
h e ar d  w as  tr u e. Il w as  as  if t h e t al ki n g its elf w er e  

m or e  i m p ort a nt t h a n tr ut h.
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T  A

Gr o wt h

A  dis c o ur a g e d

C hristi a n  h as

H E  W O R L D' S  D E A D LI E S T  dis-  
e as e  —  w h at  w o ul d  y o u  s a y t h at 
mi g ht  b e ?  N o  —  it is n ot  c a n c er,

a n d  p ul  a n  e n d  t o t h e w or k  " T h e n  l h e J e ws 
w h o  li v e d n e ar  l h ei n c a m e a n d l ol d us  t e n 
ti m es o v er,  * * W h cr e v cr  y o u  t ur n, t h e y will  

att a c k us. ”
T
p oli o, e v e n AI D S.  Il is DI S C O U R A G E 
M E N T.

W h y  is it s o dr e a d e d ?  B e c a us e  it is s o 
u ni v ers al.  E v er y o n e  g ets  dis c o ur a g e d  s o m e
ti m es. It is a v er y  c o m m o n dis e as e.  E v e n  
C hristi a ns  g et  dis c o ur a g e d.  A n d,  it is a r e
c urri n g  pr o bl e m  —  n ot  j ust a  o n e-ti m e  t hi n g. 
Als o,  it is v er y  c o nt a gi o us.  W e  c a n  c at c h  it 
fr o m e a c h  ot h er  e asil y.

T h e  g o o d n e ws is t h at it is tr e at a bl e. 
N e h e mi a h  f a c e d a  h u g e  t as k a n d i n c h a pt er  
4  of  his  st or y is a  listi n g of  f o ur c a us es  a n d  
t hr e e c ur es f or dis c o ur a g e m e nt. Y o u  m a y  
r e m e m b er t h at N e h e mi a h  w as  a J e w w h o  
r et ur n e d t o Isr a el fr o m B a b yl o n  t o r e b uil d 
t h e w alls  ar o u n d  J er us al e m.  T h er e  w as  a  l ot 
of  z e al, e x cit e m e nt, a n d e nt h usi as m w h e n  
t h e y first st art e d t h e w all  —  a  v er y  c o m m o n  
attit u d e  at t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  o ur  pl a ns.  B ut,  
aft er  g etti n g  d o w n  a n d  dirt y,  t h e bi g  " D " hit  
t h e m.

T h e y  w er e  r e a d y t o gi v e  u p.  V ers e  6:  u S o  
w e  r e b uilt t h e w all  u ntil  it r e a c h e d h alf  its 
h ei g ht,  f or l h e p e o pl e  w or k e d  wit h  all t h eir 
h e art ?  V ers es  1 0- 1 2:

M e a n w hil e  t h e p e o pl e  i n J u d a h s ai d, u T h c  
str e n gt h of  t h e l a b or ers is gi vi n g  o ut,  a n d  
t h er e is s o m u c h  r u b bl e t h at w e  c a n n ot  
r e b uil d t h e w all. "  Als o,  o ur  e n e mi es s ai d, 
" B ef o r e  t h e y k n o w  i( or  s e e us,  w e  will  b e  
ri g ht t h er e a m o n g t h e m a n d will  kill  t h e m

S o m eti m es  t h e e n e m y is a m o n g  us,  n ot  f ar 
a w a y.

W h y  d o  w e  g et  dis c o ur a g e d ?  T h e  first 
r e as o n is f ati g u e. W e  g et  j ust pl ai n  w o m-  
o ut, p h ysi c all y e x h a ust e d, e m oti o n all y  
dr ai n e d,  d e a d  tir e d. S o m eti m es  i n o ur  w e a 
ri n ess w e  m a y  f e el t h at it is a  s pirit u al pr o b 
l e m. W e  m a y  f all b a c k  o n  ( h e ol d  cli c h e  t h at 
is p o p ul ar  a g ai n: U b u m o ul. n W e  m ust
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A d a pt e d  fr o m A ns w ers  t o Lif e's  Diffi c ult  Q u es 
ti o ns b y Ri c h ar d  W arr e n,  Vi ct or  B o o ks.

d o es n't  n e c ess aril y  m e a n  y o u  ar e  d oi n g  t h e 
wr o n g  t hi n g; it m a y  b e  t h e wr o n g  w a y.  W as  
it wr o n g  f ort h e m t o b uil d  t h e w all ?  N O.  B ut,  
s o m e a dj ust m e nts w er e  n e e d e d.  If y o u  ar e  
h a vi n g  s o m e pr o bl e ms  i n y o ur  pr oj e ct,  d o n't  
gi v e  u p.  Tr y  a  n e w  a p pr o a c h. If w e  h a v e  a  
h e alt h  pr o bl e m  t h at w e  c a n't  o v er c o m e,  w e  
d o n't  gi v e  u p.  W e  tr y a  n e w  d o ct or.  D o n't  
gi v e  u p.  K e e p  o n  k e e pi n g  o n.

N e h e mi a h  f o c us e d o n  pri oriti es.  N oti c e  
h e  p ost e d  “ f a mili es. " H e  k n e w  t h e y w o ul d  
s u p p ort  o n e  a n ot h er  if att a c k e d.  S e e  wis e  ol d  
S ol o m o n  i n E c cl esi ast es  4: 9- 1 2:  ' T w o ar e  
b ett er  t h a n o n e ... A  c or d  wit h  t hr e e str a n ds 
is n ot  e asil y  br o k e n. "

A n ot h er pri n ci pl e  w as  r e m e m b er.  I n4: 1 4,  
“ D o n't  b e  afr ai d.  R e m e m b er  t h e L or d  w h o  is 
gr e at  a n d a w es o m e ?  W h e n  w e  u r e m e m b er 
t h e L or d "  w e  r e c o m mit, r e d e di c at e o urs el v es  
t o Hi m  a n d His  w or k.  W e  dr a w  o n His  
a w es o m e p o w er.  W e  r e m e m b er His  g o o d 
n ess  t o us.  W h e n  w e  ar e  at  o ur  l o w est e b b,  
w e  c a n r e m e m b er U I will  n e v er  l e a v e y o u,  
n or  f ors a k e y o u ”  ( H e b. 1 3: 5).  U I c a n  d o  all  
t hi n gs t hr o u g h C hrist  w h o  str e n gt h e ns m e ”  
( P hil. 4: 1 3).  “ N ot hi n g  c a n  s e p ar at e m e  fr o m 
t h e l o v e of  G o d n  ( R o m. 8: 3 9).  T h es e  pr o m 
is es t a k e o ur  mi n ds  off  t h e d e pr essi o n,  t h e 
cir c u mst a n c es,  t h e dis c o ur a g e m e nt,  a n d  lift 
us  b a c k  o n o ur  f e et a g ai n  t o b uil d  o ur  " w all. ”

N e h e mi a h's  t hir d pri n ci pl e  w as  r esist
i n g. N ot e  i n v ers e 1 4 N e h e mi a h  s a ys, i n 
eff e ct,  “ D o n't  yi el d  t o dis c o ur a g e m e nt  wit h 
o ut  a  fi g ht. R E SI S T  DI S C O U R A G E M E N T.  
Fi g ht  it! D o n't  gi v e  i n, b ut  R E SI S T. "

A  dis c o ur a g e d  C hristi a n  h as  li mit e d p o 
t e nti al, b ut  a  f ait hf ul, w or ki n g  C hristi a n  h as  
t h e u nli mit e d,  a v ail a bl e, mi g ht y,  a w es o m e  
p o w er  of  t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d.  

e n c e  b et w e e n  a  wi n n er  a n d  a  l os er is t h at a  
wi n n er  s e es f ail ur e as o nl y a t e m p or ar y 
s et b a c k. F ail ur e  s p urs hi m t o a wi n ni n g  
c o m e b a c k.

I n v ers e  1 1 t h e f o urt h r e as o n f or dis c o ur 
a g e m e nt  is d es cri b e d:  u O ur  e n e mi es  will  kill  
us  a n d  p ut  a n  e n d  t o t h e w or k. "  W e  will  b e  
dis gr a c e d.  T his  is f e ar. N ot  e v er y o n e will  
a gr e e  wit h  o ur  pl a n.  E n e mi es  will  n ot  w a nt  
t o s e e o ur  eff ort s u c c e e d. It is a  t hr e at t o 
t h e m. S o  t h e y will  criti ci z e, ri di c ul e, a n d  
fi n all y t hr e at e n t o u n d er mi n e  o ur  e nt h usi 
as m.  S o  t h e w all  b uil d ers  w er e  dis c o ur a g e d

W h e n  w e  ass o ci at e  wit h  
n e g ati v e  p e o pl e  l o n g 
e n o u g h,  it st arts t o 

aff e ct  us.

b y  f e ar. W h e n  w e  ass o ci at e wit h  n e g ati v e  
p e o pl e  l o n g e n o u g h,  it st arts t o aff e ct  us.  W e  
st art b eli e vi n g  “ It c a n't  b e  d o n e ?  F e ar  al 
w a ys  dis c o ur a g es  us.  W e  t h e n w a nt  t o g et  
a w a y  fr o m t h e pr oj e ct  —  es c a p e.  T h er e  ar e  
o nl y  t hr e e r e a cti o ns t o f e ar: a g ai nst  it i n 
a n g er, a w a y  fr o m it i n f e ar, or  wit h  it i n 
l o v e.

W h at  di d  N e h e mi a h  d o  as  a  wis e  l e a d er ? 
H e  t o o k t hr e e a p pr o pri at e a cti o ns: r e or g a
niz e d,  r e m e m b er e d, a n d r esist e d.

V ers e  1 3:  “ I st ati o n e d  s o m e  of  t h e p e o pl e  
b e hi n d  t h e l o w est p oi nts  of  t h e w alls  at  t h e 
e x p os e d pl a c es,  p osti n g  t h e m b y  f a mili es, 
wit h  t h eir w e a p o ns. "  His  first pri n ci pl e  w as  
t o r e or g a niz e t h e w or k,  n ot  gi v e  u p.  H e  us e d  
a  n e w  a p pr o a c h. W h e n  t hi n gs g o  wr o n g,  it

r e m e m b er t h at y o u  c a n n ot  “ b ur n  o ut "  if y o u  
h a v e  n e v er  b e e n  u o n  fir e.” B ut,  s o m eti m es 
w e  e x c e e d o ur  p h ysi c al  c a p a biliti es i n o ur  
pl a ns. T h e  L or d  r e c o g ni z e d t his a n d s et 
asi d e 1 4 % of  o ur  lif e f or r est. His  pl a n  
i n cl u d e d k e e pi n g  a  d a y  f or r est e a c h  w e e k.  
W e  disr e g ar d  His  pl a n  s o m eti m es a n d  tr y t o 
r u n 1 0 0 %.  Of  c o urs e,  s o m e o nl y  w or k  1 4 %  
of  t h e ti m e a n d  r est (l o af) 8 6 %  of  t h e ti m e!

N oti c e  t h e y b uilt  t h e w all  t o h alf  its h ei g ht  
a n d t h e n g a v e  u p.  T h at's  us u all y w h e n  a  
pr oj e ct  b o gs  d o w n  —  h alf w a y  t hr o u g h. T h at  
is w h e n  t h e s c aff ol di n g h a d  t o b e  b uilt  a n d  
t h e st o n e h a ul e d u p hi g h a n d t h e m ort ar  
lift e d u p  hi g h er.  A n d,  t h e g ar b a g e  w as  pili n g  
u p  t o a d d t o t h eir pr o bl e ms.  T h e  n e w n ess,  
t h e z e al  w as  w e ari n g  off.  W e  ar e  t h e s a m e  —  
w a di n g  ar o u n d  i n t h e g ar b a g e  (t h e si n t h at s o 
e asil y b es ets  us).

T his  s e c o n d r e as o n f or dis c o ur a g e m e nt  
J ^t h e n is c all e d  fr ustr ati o n. W e  l os e si g ht of  
^ ^t h e  g o al b e c a us e  of  all t h e g ar b a g e  a n d  

r u b bis h w e  all o w  t o a c c u m ul at e  i n o ur  li v es. 
It is t h e tri vi a! t hi n gs t h at w ast e  o ur  ti m e a n d  
c o ns u m e  o ur  e n er g y,  fr ustr ati n g us  a n d  pr e 
v e nti n g  us  fr o m t h e r e all y i m p ort a nt t hi n gs 
i n lif e. T h e y  ar e i nt err u pti o ns i n t h e w or k.  
S o,  j ust as at a  j o b sit e, w e  n e e d  t o k e e p  
cl e a ni n g o ut  t h e r u b bis h, W e  b uilt  s e v er al 
b uil di n g s  at l h e pl a nt  w h er e  I w or k e d.  W e  
f o u n d t h at if w e  pr o vi d e d  d u m pst ers  o n  t h e 
sit e a n d r e q uir e d all w or k m e n  t o k e e p  t h e 
sit e cl e a n e d  of  r u b bis h w e  g ot  a  m u c h  b ett er  
b uil di n g.

T h e  t hir d r e as o n f or dis c o ur a g e m e nt  is i n 
v ers e  1 0:  “ W e  j ust c a n n ot  r e b uil d t h e w all. "  
W e  c a n't d o it, it's i m p ossi bl e, w e  w er e  
f o olis h, l et's gi v e  u p!  T h e  t hir d r e as o n f or 
dis c o ur a g e m e nt  is f ail ur e. A  littl e f ail ur e 
kills  c o nfi d e n c e. W e  g et  u p  a  u pit y  p art y ”  
a n d  c o m pl ai n  a n d  l o o k f or s o m e o n e els e  t o 
bl a m e  or  s h ar e o ur  vi e w p oi nt.  T h e  diff er-



Gr o wt h

A  M a ns  L o v e  f or G o d's  W or d

T

His  G o o d n ess  t o Us

▲ ▲ ▲  ▲  ▲

b y  J a m e s  M a t ti s o n

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H  1 9 9 61 2

H E R E  A R E  S O  M A N Y  r e as o ns 
w h y  p e o pl e  l o v e t h eir G o d  t h at w e  
c a n n ot  e v e n  t hi n k of  t h e m all.  O n e  

r e as o n is b e c a us e  G o d  l o v e d us  first, a n d  w e  
l o v e p e o pl e  w h o  l o v e us  (I J o h n 4: 1 9).  A n  
arti cl e li k e t his c a n n ot b e gi n  t o list all t h e 
r e as o ns w h y  p e o pl e  l o v e G o d.

It is t h e pr e ci o us  
W or d  of  o ur  

h e a v e nl y  F at h er  t h at 
will  c h a n g e  

p e o pl e's  li v es.

f or e will  n ot  w e  f e ar, t h o u g h t h e e art h b e  
r e m o v e d, a n d  t h o u g h t h e m o u nt ai ns  b e  c ar 
ri e d i nt o t h e mi dst  of  t h e s e a. "

A n ot h er  f a v orit e p ass a g e  is, u Y e a,  t h o u g h 
I w al k  t hr o u g h t h e v all e y  of  t h e s h a d o w of  
d e at h,  I will  f e ar n o  e vil:  f or t h o u art  wit h  m e;  
t h y r o d a n d  t h y st aff  t h e y c o mf ort  m e. "

T h es e  w or ds  fr o m o ur  L or d  h a v e  b e e n  a  
tr e m e n d o us bl essi n g  t o t his writ er:  " C o m e  
u nt o  m e,  all y e  t h at l a b o ur a n d ar e h e a v y  
l a d e n, a n d  1  will  gi v e  y o u  r esf, ( M alt. 1 1: 2 8-  
3 0).

O n e  of  t h e gr e at est  r e as o ns w e  l o v e Hi m  
is b e c a us e  H e  is s o g o o d  t o us.  D a vi d  e x 
cl ai m e d  i n Ps al m  3 6: 7,  “ H o w  e x c ell e nt  is i h y 
l o vi n g ki n d n ess,  0  G o d!  T h er ef or e  t h e c hil 
dr e n  of  m e n  p ut  l h eir tr ust u n d er t h e s h a d o w 
of  t h y wi n gs. "

It is b e c a us e  of  G o d's  g o o d n ess  t o us  t h at 
w e  ar e  l e dl o r e p e nt. S p e a ki n g  t o p ers o ns  w h o  
j u d g e ot h ers,  P a ul  cri e d  o ut,  u D es pis est  t h o u 
t h e ri c h es of  his  [ G o d's] g o o d n ess  a n d  f or
b e ar a n c e  a n d l o n g-s uff eri n g; n ot  k n o wi n g  
t h at t h e g o o d n ess  of  G o d  l e a d et h t h e e t o 
r e p e nt a n c e ?”  ( R o m. 2: 4).

E v er y  g o o d  a n d  p erf e ct  gift  h as  c o m e  t o us  
fr o m G o d  (J a m es 1: 1 7).  T h at  i n cl u d es o ur  
p art n er,  o ur  c hil dr e n, e v er yt hi n g w e  h a v e,  
a n d  als o  t h e pr e ci o us  pr o mis es  of  G o d  f ort his 
lif e a n d  t h e o n e  t o c o m e.

G o d  is g o o d  t o us ! A n d  t his g o o d n ess  is f ar 
m or e  t h a n w e  d es er v e.  H e  s e n ds  t h e s u ns hi n e 
a n d  r ai n o n  all,  b ut  H e  h as  a  s p e ci al l o v e f or 
t h os e w h o  l o v e Hi m.

H e  Is a  C o mf ort  a n d  H el p  i n Ti m e  of  N e e d

A  f a v orit e p ass a g e  of  t h os e w h o  s orr o w  is 
Ps al m  4 6: 1 a n d  2.  “ G o d  is o ur  r ef u g e a n d  
str e n gt h,  a  v er y  pr es e nt  h el p  i n " o u bl e. T h er e-

G o d  G ui d es  Us  as  W e  As k  Hi m

T o  m e,  t his is o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  bl essi n gs  
of  t o d a y. W h at  m a n  is t h er e w h o  d o es n't  n e e d  
g ui d a n c e ?  Ps al m  2 5: 9:  “ T h e  m e e k  will  H e  
g ui d e  i nj u d g m e nt ? Ps al m  4 8: 1 4:  “ H e  will  b e  
o ur  g ui d e  e v e n u nt o  d e at h. "  Ps al m  7 3: 2 4:

G o d  H as  S e nt  J es us  t o S a v e  Us

B e c a us e  of  G o d's  l o v e a n d c o m p assi o n  
a n d  m er c y  a n d  gr a c e  H e  s e nt J es us t o b e  o ur  
S a vi or  (J o h n 3: 1 6).  F or  t his w e  r e all y l o v e 
G o d.  W e  w er e  c o n d e m n e d  i n si n  t o d e at h,  b ut  
J es us  br o u g ht  us  t h e h o p e  of  Et er n al  Lif e  a n d  
a pl a c e  i n G o d's  w o n d erf ul  c o mi n g Ki n g 
d o m.  J es us  di e d  i n o ur  pl a c e.  W e  o w e d  a  d e bt  
w e  c o ul d  n ot  p a y.  H e  p ai d  a  d e bt  H e  di d  n ot  
o w e.

J es us  i nt er c e d es f or us  t o d a y. H o w  gr e at  a  
bl essi n g  t h at is. H e  is c o mi n g  a g ai n  t o s a v e  us  
a n d  H e  off ers  us  ki n gs hi p  a n d  pri est h o o d  i n 
His  c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m.

W h at  m or e  c o ul d  G o d  pr o mis e  His  p e o pl e  
t h a n t h at H e  h as  pr o mis e d ?
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T h er e  is a  s pirit i n m a n  (J o b 3 2: 8)  b ut  it is 
c ar n al  a n d  m ort al  (J er. 1 7: 9).

W h e n  w e  ar e  b a pti z e d  i nt o C hrist  f or t h e 
r e missi o n of  o ur  si ns,  w e  t h e n h a v e  a c c ess  t o

( Pl e as e t ur n t o b a c k  c o v er)

G o d  H as  Gi v e n  Us  
t h e K n o wl e d g e  of  His  Pl a n  a n d  Will

J o h n 1 4: 1 3, 1 4:  ̂ W h ats o e v er  y e  s h all as k  
i n m y  n a m e,  t h at will  I d o,  t h at t h e F at h er  m a y  
b e  gl orifi e d  i n t h e S o n.  If y e  s h all as k  a n y 
t hi n g i n m y  n a m e,  I will  d o  it. "

A n d  I c a n n e v er  f or g et t h e pr o mis e  i n 
J a m es 5:I 3-I 6 a n d  h o w  w e  c all e d  t h e el d ers  
a n d  a n y o n e  w h o  h a d  f ait h t o pr a y  f or M ar y  
H el e n  w h e n  s h e w as  d yi n g.  G o d  h e ar d  a n d  
s h e li v e d. T his  h a p p e n e d  t wi c e, i n I 9 6 0 a n d  
1 9 6 4. 1 h a d  h er  a n ot h er  1 8  y e ars.

T h e  str o n g er o n e  is i n pr a y er,  t h e gr e at er  
will  b e  t h e a ns w ers.

G o d  Gi v es  Us  His  O w n  S pirit  
(I nfl u e n c ef P o w er)

W h at  d o es  t h e Bi bl e  h ol d  r e g ar di n g ( h e e n d  ti m es ? 
T his  b o o k  e x pl or es  t h e pr o p h eti c  i nt er pr et ati o ns of  
f ut ur e e v e nts.  U p d at e d  a n d  r e vis e d, Pr o p h e ci es  of  t h e 
E n d  of  t h e A g e  is l ar g er, c o nt ai ni n g  1 9 0  p a g es.  E a c h  
b o o k  is a v ail a bl e  t o y o u  f or o nl y  $ 6. 2 4  (i n cl u di n g 
s hi p pi n g a n d  h a n dli n g).  T his  is a  gr e at  a d diti o n  t o 
a n y o n e's  h o m e  li br ar y, s o or d er  y o urs  t o d a y!

bl essi n g  w hil e  t h os e w h o  i g n or e d Hi m  w o ul d  
b e  c urs e d  ( Ps a. 1).  W e  k n o w  t h at o nl y  a  f e w 
will  b e  s a v e d,  a n d  m a n y  will  b e  t hr o w n i n t h e 
l a k e of  fir e at  t h e j u d g m e nt.

G o d  h as  gi v e n  us  t h e w h ol e  pl a n  of  s al v a
ti o n. H o w  t h a n kf ul w c  ar c  t h at H e  h as ! H e  h as  
c o n c e al e d  n ot hi n g.  J es us e v e n c alls us  His  
fri e n ds! W e  c a n  h a v e  a  v er y  cl os e,  i nti m at e 
r el ati o ns hi p wit h  o ur  G o d  a n d  o ur  L or d.  T his  
is t h e ulti m at e  bl essi n g.

G o d  h as  ̂ d esir e  f or t h e w or k  of  His  h a n ds  
( us). H e  w a nts  us  t o s p e n d t h e r est of  His  
Et e mit y  wit h  Hi m.  W h at  ki n d n ess! W h at  
gr a c e!  W h at  l o v e! W a nti n g ”" 。 b e  wit h// 汕  
f or all et e mit y.  T his  is w h at  w e  d esir e  a n d  
l o n g f or f or o ur  o w n  c hil dr e n.

I as k  y o u,  w h at  m or e  c o ul d  G o d  d o  f or us  
a n d  pr o mis e  us  t h a n t h os e t hi n gs H e  d o es  d o 
f or us  a n d  h as  pr o mis e d  us ?  W h y  s h o ul d n't 
w e  l o v e Hi m ?  H e  h as  d o n e  e v er yt hi n g  f or us.

Pr o p h e ci es  
of  t h e 

E n d  of  t h e

W e  k n o w  G o d  cr e at e d  all  t hi n gs f or His  
gl or y  a n d  pl e as ur e  ( R e v. 4: 1 1).  W e  h a v e  b e e n  
cr e at e d  i n His  i m a g e, a n d  H e  p ut  a  t hi n ki n g 
br ai n  i n o ur  h e a ds.  H e  cr e at e d  m a n  i n n o c e nt 
a n d si nl ess, y et  m ort al.  G o d  h a d  i n mi n d  
s e n di n g  C hrist  t o s a v e  f all e n m e n  e v e n  b ef or e  
A d a m  a n d  E v e  si n n e d ( R e v. 1 3: 8).  H e  k n e w  
b ef or e  cr e ati o n t h at H e  w o ul d  est a blis h a  
Ki n g d o m  of  ri g ht e o us n ess a n d p e a c e  u p o n  
t his e art h  ( M alt. 2 5: 3 4).  G o d  pl a n n e d  f or t h e 
s a crifi ci al  d e at h  of His  o w n  S o n  t o t a k e a w a y  
t h e si ns  of  t h os e w h o  w o ul d  b eli e v e.  H e  t ol d 
us  t h at all  w h o  l o v e d Hi m  w o ul d  r e c ei v e His

T h at  is pr o b a bl y  t h e gr e at est  t hi n g t h at 
b uilt  m y  f ait h: G o d  a ns w eri n g  c ert ai n  s p e ci al 
pr a y ers.  I cri e d  t o a  G o d  w h o  w as  i n visi bl e, 
o n e  1 c o ul d  n ot  s e e, a n d  a ns w ers  c a m e!  M y  
o nl y  c o n cl usi o n c o ul d b e  t h at t h e G o d  i n 
h e a v e n,  l h e Gr e at  Cr e at or,  h e ar d m e  a n d  
l o v e d m e  e n o u g h  t o a ns w er  m y  cr y.  T his  is 
w h at/r a// y  c o n vi n c e d  m e  t h at G o d  l o v e d *. 
S e e  Ps al m  1 1 6: 1, 2.

A n ot h er  v ers e  t h at h as  b e e n  a  gr e at  c o m 
f ort is 1 P et er  3: 1 2:  u T h e  e y es  of  t h e L or d  ar e  
o v er  l h e ri g ht e o us, a n d  his  e ars  ar e  o p e n  t o 
l h eir pr a y ers ?

T h e  pr a y er  pr o mis es  ar e s o str o n g a n d  
p o w erf ul.  N oti c e:  u If t w o of  y o u  s h all a gr e e  
o n  e art h  as  t o u c hi n g a n yt hi n g  t h at t h e y s h all 
as k, it s h all b e  d o n e  f or t h e m of  m y  F at h er  
w hi c h  is i n h e a v e n ”  ( M att. 1 8: 1 9).

“ T his  is l h e c o nfi d e n c e  t h at w e  h a v e  i n 
hi m  [ G o d], t h at, if w e  as k  a n yt hi n g  a c c or di n g  
t o his  will,  h e  h e ar et h  us:  a n d  if w e  k n o w  t h at 
h e  h e ars  us,  w h ats o e v er  w e  as k,  w e  k n o w  t h at 
w e  h a v e  t h e p etiti o ns  t h at w e  d esir e d  of  hi m "  
(I J o h n 5: 1 4, 1 5).

“ T h o u  s h all g ui d e m e  wit h  t h y c o u ns el. ”  
J er e mi a h 3: 4: " T h o u art t h e g ui d e  of  m y  
y o ut h. ”

H o w  w o ul d  w e  k n o w  h o w  t o g o  u nl ess  
s o m e o n e  g ui d es  us ?  S o m e  h a v e  t h e s piril u al 
gift  of  wis d o m.  W e  list e n t o t h eir c o u ns el.  
B ut  t h e gr e at est  g ui d e  of  all  is G O D,  w h os e  
wis d o m  is as f ar a b o v e  o urs  as  t h e h e a v e ns  
ar e  a b o v e  t h e e art h.

I r e all y a p pr e ci at e  G o d's  g ui d a n c e  a n d  I 
s e e k  it i n e v er y  ar e a  of  lif e. I e ar n estl y  as k  f or 
t his g ui d a n c e  e v er y  d a y.  H e  h as  g ui d e d  m e  i n 
Bi bl e  st u di es, s er m o n pr e p ar ati o n,  l ess o n 
pr e p ar ati o n,  a n d v ari o us  cir c u mst a n c es of  
lif e, a n d  H e  e v e n  bri n gs  i nt o m y  mi n d  t hi n gs 
I s h o ul d d o  as  1 as k  Hi m  t o d o  t h at. H u n dr e ds  
a n d  h u n dr e ds  of  ti m es h as  H e  g ui d e d  m e.  I 
a m  d e e pl y  gr at ef ul.

of  t h e 
E n d  of  t h e 

/I g e 
/ " 掖

J r-



D o  W e  G o  t o H e a v e n  at  D e at h ?

— 2  C ori nt hi a ns  5: 8

▲▲ ▲▲

b y  S i d n e y H a t c h , T h. M.

F E B R U A R Y,  M A R C H  1 9 9 6T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D 1 4

n A bs e nt  fr o m t h e b o d y  
... pr es e nt  wit h  t h e 

L or d.

.… ..

wit h  t h e L or d. ”  Els e w h er e  i n S cri pl ur e,  t his 
i nt er v al is pl ai nl y  c all e d  “ sl e e p " or  " asl e叩  
i n C hrist. ” 】

N o w  t o P hili p pi a ns  l: 2 3:u F orI  [ P a ul] a m  
i n a str ait b et wi xt  t w o, h a vi n g  a d esir e  t o 
d e p art,  a n d t o b e  wit h  C hrist,  w hi c h  is f ar 
b ett er. ”  T h e  sit u ati o n h er e  is t h e s a m e as  i n 
2 C ori nt hi a ns  5: 8.  If C hrist  c o m es  w hil e  w e  
ar e  ali v e,  “ d e p arti n g ”  a n d  u b ei n g  wit h  C hrist ”  
will  b e  si m ult a n e o us. B ui  if w e  di e  b ef or e  
H e  c o m es,  t h er e will  b e  a n  i nt er v al b et w e e n.  
First  w e  “ d e p art. "  T h e n  s o m e d a y, w h e n  H e  
r et ur ns t o e art h, w e  ar e  “ wit h  Hi m. "

I n P hili p pi a ns  1 : 2 3, “ d e p arti n g ”  a n d  u b e-  
i n g wit h  C hrist ”  ar e  pl a c e d  i n cl os e  pr o xi m 
it y, b e c a us e t h e i nt er v al b et w e e n,  s h o ul d 
J es us t arr y, w o ul d  a g ai n  b e  a  ti m el ess sl e e p.

T  T  I S A  C O M M O N  A S S U M P TI O N
I wit h  m a n y  C hristi a ns  t h at w h e n  t h e y 

di e,  t h e y will  g o  t o h e a v e n.
At  t h e m o m e nt  of  d e at h,  t h e y will  fi n d t h e m
s el v es i n t h e pr es e n c e  of  t h e L or d.

T hr e e  p ass a g es  i n p arti c ul ar  s u p p os e dl y 
t e a c h t his d o ctri n e.  T h e y  ar e 2  C ori nt hi a ns  
5: 8,  P hili p pi a ns  1: 2 3,  a n d L u k e  2 3: 4 3,  t h e 
l att er b ei n g  J es us 1 pr o mis e  t o t h e t hi ef o n  t h e 
cr oss.

First,  l et us  c o nsi d er  t h e C ori nt hi a n  p as 
s a g e. P a ul  s a ys: u W e  ar e c o nfi d e nt, I s a y, 
a n d willi n g  r at h er t o b e a bs e nt fr o m t h e 
b o d y,  a n d  t o b e  pr es e nt  wit h  t h e L or d. "

T w o  e x p eri e n c es  ar e  o b vi o us  i n t his v ers e.  
T h e y  ar e,  first, “ a bs e nt  fr o m t h e b o d y, "  a n d  
s e c o n d, “ pr es e nt  wit h  t h e L or d. "

If J es us c o m es  i n o ur  lif eti m e, t h es e t w o 
e x p eri e n c es  will  b e  si m ult a n e o us. I n a  m o 
m e nt,  i n t h e t wi n kli n g of  a n  e y e,  w e  s h all  n o  
l o n g er b e  i n t his b o d y,  a n d  w e  s h all b e  i n a  
gl orifi e d  b o d y  wit h  t h e L or d.

W h at  if J es us d o es  n ot  r et ur n w hil e  w e  
ar e  ali v e ?  W h at  if w e  s h o ul d di e  b ef or e  t h at 
ti m e ? T h e n  t h er e will  b e  a n  i nt er v al b et w e e n  
u a bs e nl fr o m t h e b o d y "  a n d u pr es e nt  wit h  
t h e L or d. ” W e  s h all b e  " a bs e nt fr o m t h e 
b o d y, ”  b ut  w e  s h all n ot  b e  “ pr es e nt  wit h  t h e 
L or d. "

I n t his c o nt e xt of  2  C ori nt hi a ns  5: 1- 1 0,  
P a ul  s p e a ks of  o ur  " m ort alit y, " a n d  h e  us es  
s u c h t er ms as “ diss ol v e d, " u n a k e d,, ^ a n d  
“ u n cl ot h e d. ” T h es e  ar e r ef er e n c es t o t h e 
d e at h  st at e. T h e y  r ef er t o t h e i nt er v al b e 
t w e e n " a bs e nt fr o m t h e b o d y "  a n d  u pr es e nt
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P ar a dis e,  of  c o urs e,  is 
u p o n  t h e e art h. ... If 
will  b e  r est or e d i n t h e

1 I T h ess. 4: 1 4;  1 C or.  1 5: 1 8.

2 G e n.  2: 8- 3: 2 4.

' R e v. 2 1: 1- 2 2: 5.

4 1 C or.  1 5: 2 0.

5  J o h n 8: 3 2.

p oss ess  i m m ort al s o uls. B ut  t h e S cri pt ur es  
i n di c at e t h er e is n o  s u c h t hi n g as  a n  i m m or
t al s o ul. O ur  h o p e  is t h e r et ur n of  C hrist  a n d  
t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t h e d e a d.  T h e  i nt er v al 
b et w e e n  d e at h  a n d r es urr e cti o n is sl e e p.

T elli n g  C hristi a ns  t h e y d o  n ot  g ot o  h e a v e n  
at d e at h  is n ot  al w a ys  e as y,  n or  is it a  m es 
s a g e d esi g n e d  t o c o ntri b ut e t o a p ast or's  
p o p ul arit y.  It is dis c o n c erti n g  t o s o m e  p e o pl e,  
a n d  es p e ci all y  t o t h os e w h o  w o ul d  e x er cis e  
t h o u g ht c o ntr ol  o v er  t h e r eli gi o us vi e ws  of  
t h e p o p ul a c e.

— Fr o m  D ari n g  t o Diff er:  A d v e nt ur es  i n C o n diti o n al  

li n ni o n alit y, S h er w o o d,  O R:  B n ef  Bi bl e  St u di es,  1 9 9 1.  

p p.  3 6- 3 9.

I n P hili p pi a ns  1: 2 1,  P a ul  h as  s ai d, u F or  t o 
m e  t o li v e is C hrist,  a n d  t o di e  is g ai n. "  B ut  
t h e pr e c e di n g  v ers e,  w h er e  h e  as ks  t h at C hrist  
b e  m a g nifi e d,  w h et h er  b y  his  lif e or  b y  his  
d e at h, i n di c at e d t h at P a ul  is s p e a ki n g of  
“ g ai n "  f or C hrist,  n ot  g ai n  f or hi ms elf.

T o  P a ul,  li vi n g w as  C hrist.  A n d  “ t o di e ”  
( m art yr d o m) w o ul d  b e at esti m o n yf or C hrist.

N o w  w e  c o m e  t o L u k e  2 3: 4 3,  o ur  L or d's  
pr o mis e  t o t h e t hi ef o n  t h e cr oss:  " V eril y I 
s a y u nt o  l h e e, T o d a y  s h all t h o u b e  wit h  m e  
i n p ar a dis e. ”

T h e  Gr e e k  w or d  f or u t o d a yn  is s e m er o n 
w hi c h  m e a ns  ’T o d a y "  or  "t his d a y. "  Si n c e  
t h e w or d  "t h at " is n ot  i n t h e t e xt, s e m er o n 
g o es  wit h  t h e v er b  pr e c e di n g  il. H e n c e  J es us 
a ct u all y s ai d, " V eril y 1 s a y u nt o  t h e e t his 
d a y,  t h o u s h all b e  wit h  m e  i n p ar a dis e. 1 *

S e m er o n,  “ I his d a y, "  is us e d  i n M att h e w  
6: 1 1 w h er e  it g o es  wit h  t h e v er b  pr e c e di n g  it: 
“ Gi v e  us  t his d a y  o ur  d ail y  br e a d. "  A n d  it is 
us e d  i n a si mil ar w a y  i n L u k e  2: 1 1:  “ U nt o  
y o u  is b o m  t his d a y  ... a  S a vi or. "

If J es us h a d  s ai d, U I s a y t h at t o d a y y o u  
will  b e  wit h  m e  i n p ar a dis e, n  H e  w o ul d  h a v e  
m e a nt  t h at v er y  d a y  H e  a n d  t h e t hi ef w o ul d  
g o  l o p ar a dis e.  H o w e v er,  as i n di c at e d al 
r e a d y, t h e littl e w or d  "t h at "  is n ot  i n t h e t e xt. 
H e n c e  J es us s ai d, U I s a y t o d a y, y o u  will  b e  
wit h  m e  i n p ar a dis e ?

P ar a dis e,  of  c o urs e,  is u p o n  t h e e art h. It 
e xist e d  i n t h e G ar d e n  of  E d e n, 2  a n d  it will  b e  
r est or e d i n t h e a g es  t o c o m e ?  J es us ass ur e d  
t h e t hi ef t h at h e  w o ul d  b e  wit h  Hi m  i n t h at 
f ut ur e ki n g d o m  o n  t h e e art h. I n t h e m e a n 
ti m e, t h e t hi ef w o ul d  sl e e p t h e sl e e p of  
d e at h,  u ntil  t h e r es urr e cti o n. O ur  L or d,  h o w 
e v er,  h as  b e c o m e  T h e  firstfr uits of  t h e m t h at 
sl e pt ? 4

N o n e  of  t h e p ass a g es  a b o v e  t e a c h t h at w e  
g o  t o h e a v e n  at  d e at h.  S u c h  a n  i d e a is b as e d  
o n  t h e Gr e e k  p hil os o p hi c al  t h e or y t h at m e n

t o s e e w h at  t h e tr ut h r e all y w as.  It w as  j ust 
t h at I w as  t e a c hi n g d o ctri n e,  s o t h e y ar g u e d,  
u n a c c e pt a bl e  t o m y  e c cl esi asti c al e n vir o n 
m e nt.

If p e o pl e  w a nt  t o pl a y  S a nt a  Cl a us  g a m es  
wit h  t h eir c hil dr e n I s u p p os e t h at is t h eir 
b usi n ess,  b ut  o ur  C hristi a n  f ait h s h o ul d ris e 
a b o v e  a  fl at- e art h m e nt alit y.  Et er n al  v eriti es  
ar e  at  st a k e. S o m e  t hi n gs r e all y ar e  lif e a n d  
d e at h  iss u es.

N o,  d e ar  r e a d er, t h er e is n'l a n y S a nt a  
Cl a us  —  a n d  w e  d o n't  g o  t o h e a v e n  w h e n  w e  
di e.  B ut  G o d  h as  s o m et hi n g b ett er  t o off er,  
a n d  t h at is His  tr ut h.

I h a v e l e ar n e d t h at u nf ort u n at el y, n ot  
e v er y  C hristi a n  is c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  t h e tr ut h. 
S o m e  ar e  j ust t o o att a c h e d  t o t h eir pl a c e b os.  
B ut  f or t h os e w h o  ar e  c o n c er n e d, w e  h a v e  
t h e pr o mis e  of  J es us, ' T h e tr ut h s h all m a k e  
y o u  fr e e ?5

T h e  tr ut h is, as C hristi a ns,  w e  ar e c o n 
fr o nt e d b y  t w o p ossi biliti es  —  li vi n g u ntil  
J es us c o m es, or  d yi n g  first. If H e  r et ur ns 
w hil e  w e  ar e ali v e, t h e n u a bs e nt fr o m t h e 
b o d y "  a n d " pr es e nt wit h  t h e L or d, "  t o all  
pr a cti c al  p ur p os es,  will  b e  o n e  a n d  i h e s a m e 
t hi n g. T h e y  will  b e si m ult a n e o us. B ut  if 
J es us t a m es, a n d  w e  di e  first, t h er e will  b e  
a n  i nt er v al b et w e e n.  T his  i nt er v al, t h e S cri p 
t ur es t ell us,  is t h e sl e e p of  d e at h.  

I a m r e mi n d e d of  a n e x p eri e n c e I h a d  
w h e n  s e v e n y e ars  ol d  a n d i n t h e s e c o n d 
gr a d e.  A  c o m p a ni o n o n  t h e s c h o ol gr o u n d  
t ol d m e  w h at  h e  w a nt e d  S a nt a  Cl a us  t o bri n g  
hi m  f or C hrist m as.  I i nf or m e d hi m  t h er e w as  
n o  S a nt a  Cl a us;  t h e gifts  h e  r e c ei v e d w o ul d  
b e fr o m his p ar e nts, his f a mil y, a n d his  
fri e n ds.

A n  ast ut e t hir d- gr a d er st a n di n g n e ar b y  
w as  o utr a g e d  a n d  c h astis e d  m e  s e v er el y. I 
h a d  s p oil e d t his b o y's  C hrist m as!  T h e  f a cts 
of  t h e m att er,  of  c o urs e,  w er e  n ot  r el e v a nt.

A n d  s o it w as  w h e n  1 first d e ni e d  t h e 
i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul a n d  t h e d o ctri n e  of  
g oi n g  t o h e a v e n  at  d e at h.  M a n y  of  m y  e v a n 
g eli c al  c oll e a g u es  w er e  e nr a g e d  a n d  a g ai n  1 
w as  c h astis e d  s e v er el y. V er y  f e w, it s e e m e d, 
w er e  i nt er est e d i n s e ar c hi n g t h e S cri pt ur es
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Pr o p h e c y  is a  
gr e at  tr e as ur e 

f or t h e c h ur c h.

li vi n g i n J u d e a  t o fl e e t o t h e m o u nt ai ns  w h e n  
t h e y s a w “ t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of  D es ol ati o n  
st a n di n g i n t h e H ol y  Pl a c e. ”  T h e  L or d  w e nt  
o n  t o e x pl ai n  ( v. 2 1)  t h at t h e pr es e n c e  of  t h e 
A b o mi n ati o n  i n J er us al e m w o ul d  b e  t h e tri g
g er  f or t h e m ost  a wf ul ti m e of  tri b ul ati o n 
e v er, a n d t h at i m m e di at el y f oll o wi n g t h at 
tri b ul ati o n ( M alt. 2 4: 2 9)  H e  w o ul d  a p p e ar  
a n d  g at h er  t h e el e ct  C hristi a ns  i nt o t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d  ( v. 3 1).

T h e  pr o p er  w a y  t o u n d erst a n d  t his m at e 
ri al is t o f oll o w J es us'  o w n  i nstr u cti o ns c ar e 
f ull y. I n M att h e w  2 4: 1 5  H e  t ells us  t o u n d er- , 
st a n d t h at t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of  w hi c h  H e  
s p e a ks is t h e w ell- k n o w n  A b o mi n ati o n  pr e 
di ct e d  s o m e si x h u n dr e d y e ars  e arli er b y  
D a ni el.  W h e n  w e  t ur n b a c k  t o D a ni e Ps  pr o p h 
e ci es  w e  fi n d a  f ull a c c o u nt  of  t h e A b o mi n a 
ti o n a n d  s u bs e q u e nt  e v e nts i n D a ni el  1 1: 3 1-  
1 2: 3.  ( N oti c e t h at t h e c h a pt er  br e a k  s h o ul d  b e  
disr e g ar d e d  si n c e t h e w h ol e  a c c o u nt  is o n e  
visi o n  of  l h e e n d ti m e.) N ot  o nl y  ar e l h e 
e v e nts  of  l h e ti m e of  t h e e n d  l ai d o ut  f or us  i n 
D a ni el  1 1;  w e  ar e  als o  gi v e n  a  pr e cis e  li m e 
fr a m e i n w hi c h  t o s ei t h es e e v e nts. T his  
pr e ci o us  i nf or m ati o n is gi v e n  b y  a n a n g el  
w h o  i n D a ni el  1 2: 7  a n n o u n c e d  t h at "it  w o ul d  
b e  f or a  ti m e, ti m es, a n d  h alf  a  ti m e; a n d  as  
s o o n  as  t h e y fi nis h s h att eri n g  t h e p o w er oft h e  
h ol y  p e o pl e  all t h es e e v e nts will  b e  c o m-  
pl et e d. "  A  f e w v ers es  l at er w e  h a v e  a  c o nfir 
m ati o n  of  t his i n v al u a bl e ti m e fr a m e f or t h e 
e v e nts  of  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e:  " A n d fr o m t h e 
ti m e t h at t h e r e g ul ar s a crifi c e is a b olis h e d

T h es e  ar e  t h e w or ds  of  J o y c e B al d wi n  i n 
h er  i nt er esti n g c o m m e nt ar y o n D a ni el  
( T y n d al e Ol d  T est a m e nt  C o m m e nt ari es,  p.  
1 8 5).  H er  p oi nt  is t h at n u m er o us  i m p ort a nt 
s e cti o ns of  S cri pt ur e  w hi c h  cl ai m  t o pr e di ct  
f ut ur e e v e nts  l e a di n g u p  t o t h e est a blis h m e nt  
of  t h e M essi a h's  Ki n g d o m  o n  e art h  ar e i g
n or e d  b y  Bi bl e-r e a d ers.  W h y  s h o ul d it b e  s o 
h ar d  f or m a n y  t o b eli e v e  t h at G o d  c a n  u a n-  
n o u n c e  fr o m of  ol d  t hi n gs t o c o m e " ?  (Is a. 
4 4: 7.)

T h e  el e v e nt h  c h a pt e r  of  D a ni el  is u ni q u e  
i n its e xt e nsi v e  pr e di cti o n  of  e v e nts  l e a di n g 
t o t h e arri v al  of  J es us  t o i n a u g ur at e His  Ki n g 
d o m  of  p e a c e  o n  e art h.  T h er e  is n o  n e e d  f or 
a n y of  us  t o r e m ai n i n t h e d ar k  a b o ut t h e 
i nt e ns e p eri o d  of  s uff eri n g  w hi c h  all  t h e pr o p h 
ets  s e e  as  t h e pr el u d e  t o t h e f ut ur e c o mi n g  of  
J es us,  t h e M essi a h.  O ur  C hristi a n  d o c u m e nts  
pr es er v e  t h e f as ci n ati n g w or ds  of  J es us i n 
w hi c h  h e  m a k es  a  dir e ct  r ef er e n c e t o D a ni el  
1 1: 3 1. T his  t e xt s p e a ks of  a n “ A p p alli n g  
H orr or "  (t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of  D es ol ati o n)  
d esti n e d  t o a p p e ar  i n t h e H ol y  Pl a c e  i n J er us a
l e m, s h ortl y b ef or e  t h e e n d of  t h e a g e. I n 
M att h e w  2 4: 1 5, 1 6  J es us w ar n e d  C hristi a ns

T  A  T T  1 T H  R E G A R D  T O  pr o p h e c y  as  
1  / f or et elli n g, t h e c h ur c h  h as  l ost its
<  < n er v e.  A n  e art h b o u n d, r ati o n al

isti c h u m a nis m  h as  s o i n v a d e d C h nsli a n  
t hi n ki n g as  t o ti n g e wit h  f ai nt ri di c ul e all  
cl ai ms  t o s e e i n t h e Bi bl e  a n yt hi n g  m or e  
t h a n t h e v a g u est  r ef er e n c e t o f ut ur e e v e nts.
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gi v e n  u n d er  o at h  b y  t h e r e v e ali n g a n g el i n 
D a ni el  1 2: 7,  1 1.  W e  s h o ul d n ot e  i n p assi n g  
t h at a  "ti m e ”  i n D a ni e Ks  v o c a b ul ar y  a p p e ars  
t o e q u al  o n e  y e ar,  as  w e  s e e fr o m t h e us e  of  
t h e s a m e  e x pr essi o n  i n D a ni el  4: 2 5, 3 2  w h er e  
a p eri o d  of  s e v e n “ ti m es,'' i. e., y e ars,  of  
i ns a nit y str u c k N e b u c h a d n e z z ar.  S o  i m p or
t a nt is t his 3 %  y e ars  t h at it o c c urs  a g ai n  i n 
R e v el ati o n  1 1: 2  (u f ort y-t w o m o nt hs ” ) a n d 
R e v el ati o n  1 2: 6,  1 4  ( 1 2 6 0 d a ys,  e q u al  t o u a  
ti m e, ti m es, a n d h alf  a ti m e” ). T h e  s a m e 
p eri o d  a p p e ars  o n c e  a g ai n  as  4 2 m o nt hs  d ur 
i n g w hi c h  t h e b e ast  is t o e x er cis e  his  t yr a n ni
c al  a ut h orit y  ( R e v. 1 3: 5).  T h e  w h ol e  pi ct ur e  
b e c o m es  q uit e  cl e ar  o n c e  w e  t a k e o ur  c u e  
fr o m J es us' r ef er e n c e i n M att h e w  2 4: 1 5  t o 
D a ni e Ps  A b o mi n ati o n  of D es ol ati o n  i n D a ni el  
( 1 1: 3 1).

T h er e  is n o  n e e d  f or t h e c h ur c h  t o l os e its 
n er v e  o v er  pr o p h e c y.  If w e  a c k n o wl e d g e  
J es us' ( a n d P a ul's)  o w n  r eli a n c e o n  D a ni el  
II as a  s af e  g ui d e  t o t h e f ut ur e, w e  s h all g ai n  
a  cl e ar  vi e w  of  t h e fi n al e v e nts  of  t his a g e  i n 
t h e Mi d dl e  E ast.  It is o nl y  w h e n  t h e c o n n e c 
ti o ns b et w e e n  J es us' pr o p h eti c  dis c o urs e  a n d  
D a ni el's  f ull a c c o u nt  ar e  br o k e n  t h at w e  l os e 
si g ht oft h e cl e ar pr e di cti v e  n arr ati v e  i n D a ni el  
1 1: 3 1  ff. H o w  gr at ef ul  w e  s h o ul d  b e  f or ( h es e 
w o n d erf ul  pr e di cti o ns,  gr a ci o usl y  gi v e n  us  
b y  t h e r e v e ali n g a n g el, r e c or d e d f or us  b y  
D a ni el  a n d  d e v el o p e d  a n d  a m plifi e d  b y  J es us 
i n M att h e w  2 4: 1 5,  b y  P a ul  i n 2 T h ess al o ni a ns  
2: 4ff.  a n d  a g ai n  b y  J es us  t hr o u g h J o h n i n t h e 
b o o k  of  R e v el ati o n.

Pr o p h e c y  is a  gr e at  tr e as ur e f or t h e c h ur c h.  
B y  n o  m e a ns  s h o ul d it b e  i g n or e d as  a  m e a ns  
of  str e n gt h e ni n g  e v er y  C hristi a n  a n d  d e v el 
o pi n g  t h e l o v e f or t h e tr ut h w hi c h  l e a ds t o 
s al v ati o n ( 2 T h ess.  2: 1 0, 1 2, 1 3).  J es us  o b vi 
o usl y  l o v e d t h e b o o k  of  D a ni el  wit h  its gr e at  
visi o n  of  t h e ti m e of  t h e e n d  a n d  t h e tri u m p h

will  b e  c o m pl et e.
I n D a ni el  1 1: 3  Iff. t h er e is a  d es cri pti o n  of  

t h e e x a ct n at ur e  of  t h e tr o u bl e pr e di ct e d  t o 
l a k e pl a c e  i n Isr a el, W e  s e e  a  wi c k e d  Ki n g  of  
t h e N ort h  (i. e., pr o b a bl y  ori gi n ati n g  i n m o d 
e m S yri a  or  Ir a q) U t u mi n g t o g o dl ess n ess  
t h os e w h o  a ct wi c k e dl y  t o w ar ds t h e c o v 
e n a nt 0  ( D a n. 1 1: 3 2).  M e a n w hil e  “ t h os e w h o  
h a v e i nsi g ht a m o n g t h e p e o pl e will  gi v e  
u n d erst a n di n g  t o t h e m a n y "  ( v. 3 3).  S o m e

a n d  t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of D es ol ati o n  is s et u p  
[ll: 3 1]t h er e will  b e  1 2 9 0  d a ys "  ( D a n. 1 2: 1 1).

W e  l e ar n fr o m t h es e v ers es  t h at a b o ut  3 *  
y e ars  of  tri b ul ati o n will  pr e c e d e  t h e c o m pl e 
ti o n of  “ all  t h es e e v e nts ”  ( 1 2: 7). L et  us  l o o k 
b a c k t hr o u g h t h e visi o n  of  c h a pt er 1 1 t o 
f oll o w t h e st or y st e p b y  st e p. J es us i ntr o
d u c es  us  t o t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of D es ol ati o n  of  
D a ni el  1 1: 3 1  ( M at. 2 4: 1 5).  W h e n  it a p p e ars,  
C hristi a ns  i n J u d e a ar e  t o l e a v e J er us al e m at  
o n c e.  T his  is t h e si g n al f or t h e o ns et  of  t h e 
u n p ar all el e d  tri b ul ati o n: " F or  t h e n t h er e will  
b e  a  gr e at  tri b ul ati o n, s u c h h as  n ot  o c c urr e d  
si n c e t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e w orl d,  n or  e v er  
s h all ”  ( M at. 2 4: 2 1).

J es us is h er e  q u oti n g  a v ers e  fr o m t h e 
s a m e  visi o n  ( D a n. 1 2: 1)  d es cri bi n g  t h e a wf ul  
li m e of  tr o u bl e j ust b ef or e  t h e r es urr e cti o n of  
t h e d e a d  w hi c h  f oll o ws i n D a ni el  1 2: 2. W e  
n ot e  ( h at t h e r es urr e cti o n of  t his v ers e  is o n e  
of  “ all  t h es e e v e nts ” ( 1 2: 7) w hi c h  will  c o m e  
t o a n  e n d at t h e cl os e  of  t h e 3! 4  y e ars.  B ut  
w h e n  d o es  t h e 3! 6  y e ars  b e gi n ?

T h e  a ns w er  is gi v e n  us  i n D a ni el  1 2: 1 1:  
u Fr o m  t h e ti m e t h at t h e r e g ul ar s a crifi c e is 
t a k e n a w a y  a n d  t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of  D es ol a 
ti o n is s et u p  t h er e will  b e  1 2 9 0  d a ys. ”  W e  
h a v e  h er e  a  cl e ar  st at e m e nt a b o ut  t h e fi n al 
ti m e oftr o u bl e.lt  will  b e gi n  wit h t h e pl a ci n g  
of  t h e A b o mi n ati o n  of D es ol ati o n  i n t h e H ol y  
Pl a c e  ( M at. 2 4: 1 5 = D a n.  1 1: 3 1  a n d  9: 2 7)  a n d  
e n d  wit h  t h e r es urr e cti o n. At  t h at p oi nt  u all

( Pl e as e t ur n t o P a g e  2 0)

b eli e v ers will  di e  f or t h eir f ait h ( v. 3 5).  T h e n  
( h e Ki n g  of  t h e N ort h  —  t h e s u bj e ct of  t h e 
w h ol e  pr o p h e c y  fr o m D a ni el  1 1: 2 1  o n w ar ds  
— u will  e x alt a n d m a g nif y  hi ms elf  a b o v e  
e v er y  g o d  a n d  will  s p e a k m o nstr o us  t hi n gs 
a g ai nst t h e G o d  of  g o ds,  a n d will  pr os p er  
u ntil  t h e i n di g n ati o n is fi nis h e d, f or w h at  is 
d e cr e e d  will  b e  d o n e *'  ( D a n. 1 1: 3 6).  I nt er est
i n gl y, P a ul  q u ot es t his v ers e w h e n  h e is 
d es cri bi n g  t h e a cti vit y  of  t h e fi n al A nti c hrist  
i n 2  T h ess al o ni a ns  2: 4. S o  w e  s e e t h at b ot h  
J es us a n d  P a ul  f o u n d i n D a ni el  1 1 t h e b asis  
f ort h eir vi e w of  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e.  ( Str a n g el y, 
m a n y  c o m m e nt at ors  h a v e  b e e n  sl o w  t o a d mit  
t h at J es us tr e ats D a ni el  1 1: 3 1 as a n e v e nt  
f alli n g wit hi n  t h e l ast 3! 6  y e ars  of  t his a g e.  It 
h as  b e e n  m or e  " c o mf ort a bl e " f or t h e m t o 
dis p os e  of  t h e pr o p h e c y  b y  cl ai mi n g  t h at it 
h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  f ulfill e d!)

D uri n g  t h e ti m e of  t h e gr e at  tri b ul ati o n, 
t h e Ki n g  of  t h e N ort h  will  c o m e  i nt o c o nfli ct  
wit h  t h e Ki n g  of  t h e S o ut h  ( pr o b a bl y E g y pt,  
or  L y bi a ?).  B ut  t h e p o w erf ul  Ki n g  of  t h e 
N ort h  will  pr o c e e d  s o ut h w ar ds a n d “ g ai n  
c o ntr ol of-  t h e hi d d e n  tr e as ur e of  g ol d  a n d  
sil v er n  ( v. 4 3),  y et  c o m e  t o a  dis astr o us  e n d  i n 
t h e ar e a  of  t h e H ol y  M o u nt ai n  ( 1 1: 4 5). T his  
e v e nt  is d es cri b e d  b y  P a ul  as  t h e d estr u cti o n  
of  t h e A nti c hrist  ( 2 T h ess.  2: 8):  T h e  L or d  
J es us  C hrist  u will  d estr o y  hi m  wit h  t h e br e at h  
of His  m o ut h  a n d  bri n g  [ hi m] t o a n  e n d  b y  t h e 
a p p e ar a n c e  of  His  c o mi n g. ” T h e n,  as w e  

t h es e e v e nts/ *  d et ail e d  i n D a ni el  1 1: 3 1- 1 2: 3, ' h a v e  s e e n, t h e d e a d  ar e r ais e d ( D a n. 1 2: 2)  
f oll o wi n g t h e e n d of  t h e tri b ul ati o n ( D a n. 
1 2: 1).  M ost  i m p ort a nt of  all,  t h e w h ol e  c o m 
pl e x  of  e v e nts  fr o m D a ni el  1 1: 3 1  o n w ar ds  
s p a ns a p eri o d  of  1 2 9 0  d a ys  ( D a n. 1 2: 1 1).  
( R e a d ers s h o ul d q u esti o n  s c h e m es  of  pr o p h 
e c y w hi c h  att e m pt t o str et c h t his m at eri al  
o v er  h u n dr e ds  of  y e ars!)

N ot hi n g  c o ul d  b e  m or e  i m p ort a nt f or st u
d e nts  of  pr o p h e c y  t h a n t o gr as p  t his si m pl e 
a c c o u nt,  p arti c ul arl y  t h e c hr o n ol o gi c al  d at a
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3. S h o c k  h er  wit h  t his o n e!  S o m e  m or ni n g

5. O n  at  l e ast s o m e
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will  b e  w aiti n g  i n t h e m ail b o x  e v er y  d a y  
y o u'r e  a w a y.

1.  M a k e  u p  s o m e  c o u p o ns  t h at ar e  g o o d  f or 
y o ur  h el p  wit h  t hr e e u n pl e as a nt  h o us e 
h ol d  c h or es.  Att a c h  t h e m t o t h e br o o m  or  
i nsi d e t h e d o or  of  t h e cl e a ni n g  s叩 pli es  
c a bi n et. .

2.  If s h e n or m all y  h as  t o g el  u p  e arl y  e v er y  
m or ni n g  (li k e t o t a k e c ar e  of  t h e c hil 
dr e n)  gi v e  h er  a  gr e at  tr e at b y  pl a ci n g  a  
n ot e  s e al e d  i n a n  e n v el o p e  o n  h er pill o w.  
T h e  n ot e  s h o ul d r e a d, u Y o u  ar e  i n vit e d

t o sl e e p  i n as  l o n g as  y o u  wis h  t o m orr o w 
m or ni n g.  T his  gift  c o m pli m e nts  of  y o ur  
h a n ds o m e  h us b a n d  !n

V al e nti n e's  d a y  is a  ti m e w h e n  w e  tr a di
ti o n all y t hi n k of  l o v e a n d  r o m a n c e. B ut  wi v es  
li k e l o b e  tr e at e d i n a  s p e ci al w a y  all y e ar  
ar o u n d.  H er e  is a  m e n u  of  s u g g esti o ns  t o g et  
y o u  st art e d:

J' U 1I V VI\  1 1 V 1 » T J UI  li n o V 1 1 V.  M VI 1I V  1I 1 V 1II 1II O  

at t h e br e a kf ast  t a bl e s a y, “ H o n e y,  I 
d o n't  w a nt  t o r e a d t his b ori n g  
p er  t his m or ni n g.  L ei's  t al k i nst e a d. "

4. S e n d  h er  fl o w ers t o c el e br at e a u n o n-  
o c c asi o n "  o c c asi o n  s u c h as t a ki n g t h e 
s n o w tir es off  t h e c ar, t h e n ei g h b ors  
fi n all y c utti n g  t h eir l a w n, t h e gr e at  l as a
g n a  s h e m a d e  l ast w e e k e n d,  or  s e n di n g 
i n t h e i n c o m e t a x.

of  y o ur  b usi n ess  tri ps, 
pl a n  a h e a d  s o t h at a  l ett er, c ar d,  or  n ot e

6.  If s h e's h a d  a  r o u g h w e e k  a n d  t h e l a u n
dr y  pil e  l o o ks li k e M o u nt  E v er est,  t ell 
h er  y o u'll  “ t a c kl e t h e m o u nt ai n * *  a n d  
l o a d t h e w as h er  w hil e  s h e d o es  s o m e
t hi n g els e.

7.  W al k  j o g, bi c y cl e,  s h o ot  b as k ets,  s wi m, 
pl a y  g olf  or  t e n nis —  d o  s o m et hi n g t o 
k e e p  y o ur  b o d y h e alt h y a n d tri m. A  
w o m a n  li k e h er  d es er v es  a m a n  w h o  
l o o ks gr e at!

8.  I n s pri n gti m e t a k e h er  f or a  w al k  i n t h e 
w o o ds.  Pi c k  h er a  b o u q u et  of  wil d  fl o w
ers.

9.  T e ar  t h e m o vi e  a ds  o ut  of  t h e n e ws p a p er  
a n d  att a c h  a  n ot e  as ki n g  h er  l o pi c k  o ut  
a  m o vi e  t h e t w o of  y o u  c a n  g o  t o. L e a v e  
t h e a d  a n d  a  n ot e  o n  t h e kit c h e n  t a bl e.

1 0.  O n c e  a  m o nt h  ( at l e ast) r es c u e h er  fr o m 
t h e kit c h e n.  T a k e  h er  a n d  t h e ki ds  o ut  f or 
a  m e al  o n  t h e w e e k e n d.  
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B e atit u d es  f or M arri e d  C o u pl es
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Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  wif e  w h o  f ait h
f ull y att e n d  t h e w ors hi p  s er vi c e  of  t h e c h ur c h  f or 
t h e a d v a n c e m e nt  of  C hrist's  ki n g d o m.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  wif e  w h o  c a n  
w or k  o ut  t h eir pr o bl e ms  of  a dj ust m e nt  wit h o ut  
i nt erf er e n c e fr o m r el ati v es.

( R e a d t h e fift h c h a pt er of  E p h esi a ns,  
C ol ossi a ns 3: 1 2- 1 9,  a n d  1 P et er  3: 1- 9.)

Bl ess e d  is t h e c o u pl e  w h o  h a v e  a  c o m pl et e  
u n d erst a n di n g  a b o ut  fi n a n ci al m att ers  a n d  w h o  
h a v e  w or k e d  o ut  p erf e ct  p art n ers hi p  wit h  all  t h e 
m o n e y  u n d er  c o ntr ol  of  b ot h.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  wif e  w h o  h u m 
bl y  d e di c at e  t h eir li v es a n d  t h eir h o m e  t o C hrist  
a n d  pr a cti c e  t h e t e a c hi n gs of  C hrist  i n t h eir h o m e  
b y  b ei n g  u ns elfis h,  l o y al, a n d  l o vi n g.

— A ut h or  U n k n o w n

If y o u  n e e d  m or e  i d e as, c h e c k o ut 1 0 1  
W a ys  t o Y o ur  H us b a n d's/ Wif e's  H e art  b y  
Ni c k  a n d  R osi e  All a n,  T h o m as  N els o n  P u b 
lis h ers, 1 9 8 3.

s et  asi d e  s o m e  ti m e e a c h  d a y  f ort h e r e a di n g of  t h e 
Bi bl e  a n d  pr a y er.

Bl ess e d  ar e  ( h e y w h o  att ai n  p ar e nt h o o d,  f or 
c hil dr e n  ar e  a  h erit a g e  of  t h e L or d.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h os e m at es  w h o  n e v er  s p e a k 
l o u dl y t o e a c h  ot h er  a n d  w h o  m a k e  t h eir h o m e  a  
pl a c e  “ w h er e  s el d o m is h e ar d  a  dis c o ur a gi n g  
w or d. "

L a di es ... y o ur  h us b a n ds  als o  li k e a  littl e 
e xtr a  att e nti o n  e v er y  o n c e  i n a  w hil e.  H er e  ar e  
s o m e  i d e as f or y o u  t o l et hi m  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  
y o u  l o v e hi m:

1.  Al  di n n er  t o ni g ht, r e a c h u n d er  t h e t a bl e 
a n d  h ol d  his  h a n d.

2.  If y o u  d o n't  c ar e  m u c h  f or s p orts, r e all y 
s h o c k hi m  b y  b u yi n g  t w o ti c k ets —  o n e  
f or hi m  a n d  o n e  f or y o u —  t o a  s p orti n g 
e v e nt.

3.  O n c e  or  t wi c e a  w e e k,  w at c h  o n e  of  t h e 
T V  s h o ws h e  li k es wit h  hi m.  Sit  n e xt  t o 
hi m — cl os e.  F or g et  a b o ut  r e a di n g, k nit 
ti n g, cr a c ki n g  y o ur  k n u c kl es,  or  c h e wi n g  
g u m  d uri n g  t h e pr o gr a m.  I nst e a d, h ol d  
his  h a n d  a n d  p arti ci p at e  i n t h e vi e wi n g.

4.  D o n't  b e  h esit a nt  l o c h a n g e  y o ur  叩 p e ar-

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  wif e  w h o  c o n 
ti n u e l o b e  aff e cti o n at e,  c o nsi d er at e,  a n d  l o vi n g 
aft er  ( h e w e d di n g  b ells  h a v e  c e as e d  ri n gi n g.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e h us b a n d  a n d  wif e  w h o  ar e  as  
p olit e  a n d  c o urt e o us  t o o n e  a n ot h er  as  t h e y ar e  t o 
t h eir fri e n ds.

B  l ess e e! ar e  t h e y w h o  h a v e  a  s e ns e  of h u m or,  
f or t his altit u d e  will  b e  a  h a n d y  s h o c k  a bs or b er.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e y w h o  l o v e t h eir m at es  m or e  
t h a n a n y ot h er  p ers o n  i n t h e w orl d,  a n d  w h o  
j o yf ull y f ulfill l h eir m arri a g e v o w  of  a  lif eti m e of 
fi d elit y a n d  m ut u al  h el pf ul n ess.

Bl ess e d  ar e  t h e y w h o  r e m e m b er t o t h a n k G o d  
f ort h eir f o o d b ef or e  t h e y p art a k e  of  it, a n d  w h o

a n c e:  tr y a  n e w  h airst yl e,  diff er e nt  s h a d es 
of  m a k e u p,  a  s wit c h i n p erf u m e,  a n  u n 
us u al ni g ht g o w n.  K e e p  hi m  g u essi n g  a n d  
i nt er est e d.

5.  B u y  hi m  a  p a c k  of  n e w  b as e b all  c ar ds  
( k e e p y o ur  h a n ds  off  t h e b u b bl e  g u m!)  at  
t h e gr o c er y  st or e. Gi v e  t h e c ar ds  t o hi m  
s o m e aft er n o o n w h e n  h e's  w at c hi n g  a  
b as e b all  g a m e  o n  T V.

6.  Fi n d  at l e ast o n e  t hi n g a d a y  —  s o m e 
n e ws p 叩 er  st or y,  s o m e  i d e a, s o m e  s o m e
t hi n g — t h at is of  i nt er est t o b ot h  of  y o u  
a n d  t al k a b o ut  it t o g et h er.

7.  O n c e  a  m o nt h,  g o  t o s o m e  q ui et  c af e  l at e 
at  ni g ht.  Or d er  st e a mi n g  m u gs  of  c off e e.  
L o o k  i nt o e a c h  ot h er's  e y es  a n d  t al k t h e 
w a y  y o u  di d  w h e n  y o u  first m et.

8.  B u y  s o m e c h o c ol at e  c a n d y  b ars  a n d  hi d e  
t h e m i n t h e fr e e z er. T h e  n e xt  ti m e h e  
gr u m bl es  t h at t h er e's u n ot hi n g  s w e et i n 
t h e h o us e, n c as u all y s a y, “ W h y  d o n't  
y o u  h a v e  o n e  of  t h os e c a n d y  b ars  i n t h e 
fr e e z er ?”

9.  T h e  ni g ht  b ef or e  y o u  c el e br at e  y o ur  w e d 
di n g  a n ni v ers ar y, h a ul  o ut  t h e w e d di n g  
p h ot o gr a p hs  a n d  r e mi nis c e t o g et h er.

1 0.  St o p  b y  a  h ar d w ar e  st or e wit h  hi m  a n d  
i nsist t h at h e  b u y  o n e  t o ol t h at h e  r e all y 
n e e ds  a n d  d o es  n ot  h a v e  f or j o bs ar o u n d  
t h e h o us e.
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S pirit u alit y:  G o d's  1 ^  f or Str ess,  B e a c o n  Hill  
Pr ess,  1 9 9 2, p p.  1 3 2- 1 3 7.  Us e d  wit h  p e n nissi o n.

S h ar p e ni n g  O ur  F o c us  o n  t h e F ut ur e
( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  1 7)

M a ki n g  Ti m e  Y o ur  Fri e n d
( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  2 3)

8: 1 3;  1 1 : 31;  1 2: 1 1.  T h e  A b o mi n ati o n  of  D es o 
l ati o n is a  f e at ur e of  t h e l ast f e w y e ars  of  t his 
a g e a n d its p er p etr at or  is t h e Ki n g  of  t h e 
N ort h  ( D a n. 1 l: 2 1ff.), afi g ur efr oi nl h e Mi d dl e 
E ast.  

of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o v er  a  g o dl ess  w orl d.  
Wit h  all  t h e pr o p h ets,  J es us l o o k e d f or w ar d 
t o a  gr e at  er a  of  p e a c e  o n  e art h  —  t h e Ki n g 
d o m  of  G o d.  T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w as  t h e 
c e nt er  of  His  G os p el  M ess a g e  f or s al v ati o n 
( M ar k 1: 1 4, 1 5;  L u k e  4: 4 3;  M at.  2 4: 1 4,  et c.)  
L ei  us  k e e p  t h e t or c h of  t h es e ast o nis hi n g

pr e di cti o ns  a b o ut  t h e ti m e of  tr o u bl e l e a di n g 
t o t h e Ki n g d o m  b ur ni n g  i n a  d ar k  w orl d.  
A b o v e  all  l et us  n ot  t hr o w a w a y  t h e k e y  t o t h e 
ri g ht r e a di n g of  M att h e w  2 4,  n a m el y,  t h e 
ess e nti al pi e c es  of  t h e p u z zl e  s u p pli e d b y  
D a ni el  a n d  s p e cifi c all y  c all e d  t o o ur  att e nti o n  
b y  J es us i n M att h e w  2 4: 1 5  —  D a ni el  9: 2 7;

n at ur e  wit h  a  c hil d.  St e p  li v el y as  y o u  m o w  
t h e l a w n s o t h at y o u  h a v e  m or e  ti m e f or 
S cri pt ur e.  R us h  n e ws p a p er  r e a di n g s o t h at 
y o u  c a n  t a k e a  dri v e  t o s e e a  s u ns et.

H urr y  r o uti n e r es p o nsi biliti es s o t h at y o u  
c a n  d e v el o p  g o dli n ess  i n a  m or e  m et h o di c al  
m a n n er.  P a c e  y o urs elf.  W h al  c a n  b e  s p e e d e d 
u p ?  W h at  c a n b e  eli mi n at e d ? W h at  n e e ds  
m or e  att e nti o n ? Eff e cti v e  s pirit u al gr o wt h  
us u all y  r e q uir es a  r e a p pr o- pri ati o n of  ti m e.

9.  M e as u r e  Lif e  b y  Q u alit y.  St o p  j u d g
i n g lif e b y  a c c u m ul ati o ns, li k e h o w  m a n y  
c ust o m ers,  cli e nts,  a c c o u nts,  n u m b er of  c o m 
mitt e es  o n  w hi c h  y o u  s er v e, n u m b er  of  j o bs 
y o u  fill i n l h e c h ur c h,  or  h o w  h ar d  y o u  w or k.  
C o nsi d er  t h e c o m m e nt attri b ut e d t o Will  
R o g ers,  “ It's n ot  s o m u c h  w h at  y o u  d o  e a c h  
d a y  —  it is w h ai  y o u  g et  d o n e  t h at c o u nls. "  
Si n c e  t h er e is m u c h  t o e nj o y  o n  o c c asi o ns  
w h e n  y o u  ar e  n ot  r ul e d b y  l h e cl o c k,  w h y  n ot  
t a k e off  y o ur  w at c h  o n  a  w e e k e n d  a n d  all o w  
y o urs elf  t o b e  dir e ct e d  b y  y o ur  n at ur al  s e ns e 
of  ti mi n g ? J o h n G ar d n er  s u g g ests f a v or e d 
e n vir o n m e nts  f or q u alit y  lif e d e v el o p m e nt,

li k e a  w al k  at  t h e b e a c h  or  a  s p e ci al fis hi n g 
str e a m, a n d a n o n v er b al p asti m e  s u c h as  
m usi c,  g ar d e ni n g,  s p orts, li g ht r e a di n g, or  
w or k  wit h  o n e's  h a n ds.

B e gi n  t hi n ki n g of  s atisf yi n g  r el ati o ns hi ps 
a n d  q u alit y  a c hi e v e m e nt;  t h e n ri d y o urs c h e d-  
ul e  of  t h e c o m mit m e nts  t h at o nl y  f e e d y o ur  
v a nit y.  T a k e  ti m e t o g et  b ett er  a c q u ai nt e d  
wit h  y o ur  f a mil y. S et  asi d e  ti m e t o c ulti v at e  
y o ur  i n n er w orl d.  Tr y  s o m et hi n g n e w t o 
d e v el o p  a  gr o wi n g  e d g e  t o fr e e y o u  fr o m t h e 
r e p etiti o n of  d ail y  e v e nts; tr y a n e w  s p ort, 
t a k e a  cl ass,  or  b e gi n  a  n e w  h o b b y.  As k  G o d  
l o c ur e  y o ur  h urr y  s o t h at y o u  c a n  e nj o y  lif e 
m or e.

1 0. Us e  J es us as a M o d el  f or Ti m e  
E v al u ati o n.  J es us t a u g ht t h at t h e r o a d t o 
s pirit u alit y is al w a ys u n d er  c o nstr u cti o n,  
a n d H e  pr o vi d es  us  wit h  a m a g nifi c e nt  e x 
a m pl e f or b uil di n g  a  f ulfill e d lif e. R e m e m 
b er  t h e r e n e w al H e  r e c ei v e d fr o m wit h 
dr a w al  fr o m His  r e g ul ar r o uti n es.

C o m p ar e  t h e w a y  y o u  us e  y o ur  ti m e wit h  
t h e w a y  J es us us e d His  ti m e d uri n g His

e art hl y mi nistr y.  Al  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  y o ur  
d a y,  as k  y o urs elf  h o w  m a n y  h o urs  y o u  ar e  
willi n g  t o pl a c e  i n His  h a n ds.  A dj ust  y o ur  
c o m mit m e nts  t o w h at  H e  w a nts  d o n e.  H o w  
d o es  G o d  j u d g e t h e w a y  y o u  us e d  y est er 
d a y ?  H o w  d o es  H e  e v al u at e  y o ur  pl a ns  f or 
t o m orr o w ? B e  as s p e cifi c as p ossi bl e  b e 
c a us e v a g u e n ess  c a n b e c o nf usi n g a n d  
d e a dl y.

As  y o u  c o nsi d er  t h e d et ails  of  y o ur  li v
i n g, us e  l h e p etiti o n  J es us pr a y e d  as y o ur  
o w n,  “ F at h er,  i nt o y o ur  h a n ds  I c o m mit  m y  
s pirit” ( L u k e 2 3: 4 6).  As k  G o d  t o pr o vi d e  
i nsi g ht f or d e v el o pi n g  fri e n ds hi p wit h  li m e 
s o t h at y o u m a y  e x p eri e n c e str e n gt h f or 
w e a k n ess,  p e a c e  f or fr ustr ati o n, a n d  c o nfi 
d e n c e  i n pl a c e  of  t e nsi o n. Fl a vi a,  l h e gr e et 
i n g c ar d  d esi g n er, s a ys it s o w ell:  “ D o  s o m e
t hi n g w o n d erf ul  wit h  t his d a y  —  f or it will  
n e v er  c o m e  a g ai n. ” 
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O nl y  o n e  t hi n g will  e n d  

t his es c al ati n g  s pir al of  

vi ol e n c e,  a n d  t h at will  

b e  t h e r et ur n of  J es us.

O nl y  o n e  t hi n g will  e n d  t his es c al ati n g  s pir al  of  
vi ol e n c e,  a n d  t h at will  b e  t h e r et ur n of  J es us. As  I 
l o o k o ut  m y  wi n d o w  I s e e  a  b e a utif ul  w orl d,  e v e n  
i n t h e st ar k n ess  of  wi nt er,  b ut  it is a  w orl d  i n h a bit e d 
b y  p e o pl e  w h os e  h e arts  ar e  f ar fr o m G o d.  E v e n  i n 
c h ur c h es,  G o d's  o w n  p e o pl e  q u arr el  w h e n  t hi n gs 
d o n't  g o  t h eir w a y.  C h ur c h es  s plit, mi nist ers  ar e  
fir e d, p e o pl e  l e a v e a  c h ur c h  a n d  g o  t o a n ot h er,  
n e v er  b ei n g  r e c o n cil e d.

W e  c a n n ot c h a n g e t h e w orl d  —  t h at is t h e 
r es p o nsi bilit y of  t h e L or d.  B ut  w e  c a n  d o  o ur  b est  
n ot  t o b e  a  p art  of  t h at s o n  of b e h a vi or.  P a ul  writ es.  
“ F or  t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is n ot  a  m att er  of  e ati n g  
a n d  dri n ki n g,  b ut  of  ri g ht e o us n ess, p e a c e  a n dj o y  
i n t h e H ol y  S pirit,  b e c a us e  a n y o n e w h o  s er v es 
C hrist  i n t his w a y  is pl e asi n g  t o G o d  a n d  a p pr o v e d  
b y  m e n. ”

N o,  w e  c a n n ot  bri n g  t h e Ki n g d o m  t o p ass,  b ut  
w e  c a n  b e  p o c k ets  of  Ki n g d o m  p e o pl e  li vi n g i n a  
diff er e nt  w a y  fr o m t h e w orl d  ar o u n d  us.  Vi ol e n c e  
m a y  i ntr u d e i nt o o ur  mi dst,  b ut  it o u g ht  n e v er  t o 
c o m e  fr o m o n e  of  us.  R e a d  P a ul's  w or ds  of  e n c o ur 
a g e m e nt  t o t h e c h ur c h  i n T h ess al o ni c a  a n d  l et t h e m 
e n c o ur a g e  y o u  a n d  str e n gt h e n  y o u.  T h e y'r e  f o u n d 
i n 2  T h ess al o ni a ns  1: 3- 1 2.  

E v e n  t h os e of  us  w h o  pr of ess  J es us C hrist  ar e  
n ot  i m m u n e t o t his br ut alit y  of  mi n d  a n d  s pirit. 
Ess e nti all y  it all st e ms fr o m a n i nsist e n c e o n  
h a vi n g  o ur  o w n  w a y.  J a m es writ es:

W h at  c a us es fi g hts a n d q u arr els a m o n g  
y o u ?  D o n't  t h e y c o m e fr o m y o ur  d esir es  
t h at b attl e  wit hi n  y o u ?  Y o u  w a nt  s o m et hi n g 
b ut  d o n't  g el  it. Y o u  kill  a n d  c o v et, b ut  y o u  
c a n n ot h a v e w h at  y o u w a nt.  Y o u  q u arr el  
a n d G g hi.  Y o u  d o  n ot  h a v e,  b e c a us e  y o u  d o  
n o( as k G o d.  W h e n  y o u  as k, y o u  d o  n ot  
r e c ei v e, b e c a us e  y o u  as k wit h  wr o n g  m o 
ti v es, t h at y o u  m a y  s p e n d w h at  y o u  g el  o n  
y o ur  pl e as ur es (J a m es 4: 1- 3).

O M E  6 5 Y E A R S  A G O  O N  S T.  
V al e nti n e's  D a y  i n C hi c a g o,  s e v e n  m o b 
st ers w er e  br ut all y  g u n n e d  d o w n  b y  

f o ur fr o m a n ot h er  g a n g.  T h e  w orl d  r e c oil e d i n 
h orr or  fr o m s u c h br ut alit y.

T o d a y  it's diffi c ult  f or us  t o r e c a pt ur e s u c h 
h orr or.  A n  e v e nt  li k e t h at w o ul d  h ar dl y  s h o c k  us  
a n y m or e  as  il h as b e c o m e  s o  c o m m o n pl a c e.  P os 
si bl y s e v e n sl ai n al  o n e  li m e mi g ht  c a us e  a  * *ts k,  
ts k " b ut  n o o ut cr y.  W e' v e  s e e n  it b ef or e  a n d  w e'r e  
c o n vi n c e d  w ell  s e e it a g ai n.

P oll y  Kl ass  w as  ki d n 叩 p e d  fr o m h er  o w n  h o m e  
d uri n g  a  sl e e p- o v er a n d  m ur d er e d.  A  y o u n gst er  i n 
C alif or ni a  w as  p ull e d  s cr e a mi n g  fr o m h er bi c y cl e  
t w o bl o c ks  fr o m h o m e  a n d m ur d er e d.  A n d  t his 
f a mil y h a d  alr e a d y  h a d  a n ot h er  y o u n gst er  pr e vi 
o usl y  ki d n  叩  p e d.

At  first vi ol e n c e  s e e m e d t o b e  l o c at e d i n t h e 
c e ntr al  citi es,  b ut  j ust r e c e ntl y a  h o m e  n ot  f ar fr o m 
mi n e  h a d  t h e fr o nt d o or  vi ol e ntl y  ki c k e d  i n a n d  
t hr e e h o o dl u ms  i n v a d e d t h at h o m e  a n d  br ut ali z e d  
t h e f a mil y. N ot  i n t h ei n n er cit y, b ut  o ut  h er e  i n t h e 
s u b ur bs. , 4W h at  is t his w orl d  c o mi n g  t o ? " w e  as k,  
a n d  s h a k e o ur  h e a ds.

A ct u all y  w e  k n o w  w h alit  is c o mi n g  t o, b ut  w e  
wis h  i( w er e n't  s o. W e  al m ost  d e n y  t h e r e alit y of  
t h e e vi d e n c e  as  if b y  d e ni al  w e  mi g ht  m a k e  it g o  
a w a y.  E v e n  t h e p o w erf ul  ar e  n ot  i m m u n e. Wit n ess  
t h e ass assi n ati o n  of  Yit z h a k  R a bi n:  a  y o u n g  Is
r a eli, dis a gr e ei n g  wit h  R a bi n *s  o v ert ur es  of  p e a c e  
t o t h e P al esti ni a ns,  t a k es t h e m att er  i nt o his  o w n  
h a n ds  a n d  s h o ots t o d e at h  t his w orl d  l e a d er.

M a n y  y e ars  a g o,  G o d  l o o k e d u p o n  t his w orl d  
a n d  u t h e e art h  w as  c orr u pt  i n G o d's  si g ht  a n d  w as  
f ull of  vi ol e n c e.  G o d  s a w  h o w  c orr u pt  t h e e art h  h a d  
b e c o m e,  f or all  t h e p e o pl e  o n  e art h  h a d  c orr u pt e d  
l h eir w a ys. S o  G o d  s ai dt o  N o a h,,  l a m g oi n g  t o p ut  
a n  e n d  t o all p e o pl e,  f or t h e e art h  is fill e d wit h  
vi ol e n c e  b e c a us e  of  t h e m'： ；  ( G e n. 6:ll- 1 3 a).

] ? T D
■ P ers p e cti v e
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U R R Y  SI C K N E S S "  c a n  
b e  h e al e d,  t h e c h ai ns of  
o ur  fr e n zi e d d e a dli n es

G o d  n e v er  o v erl o a ds  

a n y o n e,  e v e n t h o u g h 

ot h ers  m a y  m a k e  t o o 

m a n y  d e m a n ds  o n

Z Z H
br o k e n, a n d a w o n d erf ul  fri e n ds hi p wit h  
ti m e c a n b e  b ui h.  O n e  st arts b y  m o bili zi n g  
his  o w n  will.  B ut  h o w ?  H o w  c a n w e,  wit h  
t h e s a m e n u m b er  of  h o urs  as  e v er y o n e  els e,  
m a k e  o ur  li v es l ess h e cti c  a n d m or e  f ul
fill e d ? W h at  c o nstr u cti v e  str at e gi es c a n b e  
us e d ?  A b o ut  y o urs elf,  b eli e v e  w h at  J o h n W.  
G ar d n er  s a ys a b o ut ot h ers, “ E v e n  i n t h e 
m ost  a p at h eti c, t h e m ost  m at eri alisti c,  or  
e v e n t h e m ost  u ni m a gi n ati v e  m e m b er  of  a  
gr o u p  t h er e is s o m et hi n g  w aiti n g  t o b e  a w a k 
e n e d,  w a nti n g  t o b e  a w a k e n e d/ 1

1.  L et  D o n e  B e  D o n e.  A d diti o n al  w or k  
o n  a  c o m pl et e  pr oj e ct  i n cr e as es fr ustr ati o n 
a n d w ast es  ti m e. L e a v e  a fi nis h e d assi g n 
m e nt.  C h arli e  S h e d d  r e p orts a  y o u n g  c ar e er  
w o m a n's  s elf- dis c o v er y, u N o  w o n d er  F m  
w or n  o ut! I d o  e v er yt hi n g I d o  s o m a n y  
ti m es. First  I w orr y  a b o ut  d oi n g  it —  t h e n 
w h e n  I h a v e  d o n e  it, I d o  il o v er,  w orr yi n g  
w h et h er  I di d  it ri g ht. " S h e  h as  s o m et hi n g 
i m p ort a nt t o t e a c h us:  gi v e  y o ur  b est  t o a  t as k 
a n d  tr ust t h e r es ults t o G o d.  O nl y  t h e F at h er  
k n o ws  t h e l o n g-t er m r es ults of  a  d e e d,  b ut  
H e  k n o ws.

2.  B oss  Y o ur  Ti m e.  S cr uti ni z e  y o ur  
s c h e d ul e t o s e e w h at  y o ur  c al e n d ar s a ys 
a b o ut  y o ur  pri oriti es  a n d  y o ur  p erf or m a n c e.  
D o es  y o ur  d al e b o o k  s u p p ort y o ur  i nt e n d e d 
v al u es ?  A  d e di c at e d  c ar di a c  s ur g e o n pl a c es  
p ati e nt  c ar e a h e a d of  g olf.  A  s eri o us l a w 
st u d e nt c o nsi d ers pr e p ar ati o n f or h er  b ar

e x a m  m or e  i m p ort a nt t h a n s h o p pi n g.  A  c o m 
mitt e d  e m er g e n c y  r o o m n urs e  is m or e  e a g er  
t o e as e  s uff eri n g  t h a n t o c o m pl et e  i ns ur a n c e 
f or ms. A n  eff e cti v e  t e a c h er pr ef ers  t o s h ar p e n 
a  st u d e nt's mi n d  o v er  l e a vi n g s c h o ol e arl y  
e a c h aft er n o o n. A n d  s o m e e x e c uti v es ar e  
d o w ns hifti n g  v ol u nt aril y  i n c or p or at e  lif e i o 
h a v e  m or e  ti m e f or f a mil y a n d t h e ms el v es. 
Tr y  t o b e  b ot h  effi ci e nt  a n d  eff e cti v e.

Gr e at er  ti m e c o ntr ol  c a n  b e  a c hi e v e d b y  
a  m or e  fl e xi bl e a p pr o a c h  l o s c h e d uli n g. O n e  
e x p ert r e c o m m e n ds all o wi n g 2 5 p er c e nt  
m or e  ti m e f or e a c h t as k t h a n y o u mi g ht  
e x p e ct  t o t a k e; t h e c us hi o n  all o ws  e x p a n d e d  
ti m e f or e a c h  t as k or  pr o vi d es  fr e e ti m e if t h e 
e xtr a  ti m e is n ot  n e e d e d.  A n ot h er  s p e ci alist 
s u g g ests t h at n o  m or e  t h a n o n e- h alf  of  o ur  
li m e s h o ul d b e  s c h e d ul e d s o t h at w e  all o w  
f or i nt err u pti o ns, u n pl a n n e d  d e m a n ds,  or
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A  F ulfill e d  Lif e  D e m a n ds  a  B al a n c e  
B et w e e n  R efl e cti o n  a n d  A cti vit y

cr e ati v e  t h o u g ht —  or  all  of  t h e m. S a dl y,  b ut  
n ot  s ur prisi n gl y, s c h e d ul es oft e n r e v e al 
s o m et hi n g si g nifi c a ntl y diff er e nt  fr o m t h e 
w a y  t h eir o w n er  pl a n n e d  t o us e  his  lif e.

Criti c all y  a n al y z e y o ur  c al e n d ar. Q ui z  
y o ur  d at e b o o k  t o s e e if y o ur  pri oriti es  c o n 
tr ol y o ur  a cti o ns.  A c c e pt  t h e f a ct t h at b us y 
n ess  c a n  b e  us e d  t o k e e p  y o u  fr o m fi nis hi n g 
diffi c ult  assi g n m e nts or  f a ci n g h ar d  d e ci 
si o ns. J ust as  a  c h e c k b o o k  assi g ns  v al u es  t o 
s p e n di n g, a  d at e b o o k  assi g ns  v al u es  t o c o n 
d u ct.

W h y  n ot  r ef o c us y o ur  a cti viti es  o n  ess e n 
ti als ? D o n't  r us h y o ur  lif e a w a y.

3.  S h u n  t h e S u c c ess  Tr a p.  T h e  r o a d t o 
t h e t o p i n a n y fi el d c o ul d m a k e  y o u  mis er 
a bl e. S u c c ess  s el d o m s atisfi es f or l o n g; t h e 
t hi n g w e  w a nt  t h e m ost  oft e n  bri n gs  u n d esir 
a bl e b ur d e ns. F ast-l a n e  li vi n g oft e n tr a ps 
p e o pl e  i n u ns atisf yi n g  s u c c ess a n d l e a v es 
littl e ti m e f or i n n er gr o wt h.

M a n y  i n di vi d u als, b y  t h e ti m e t h e y r e a c h 
mi d dl e  a g e, f e ci l o c k e d i nt o a  pr of essi o n al  
) or c or p or at e wil d er n ess.  R e gr ett a bl y,  t h e 
s a m e p ossi bilit y  of  o v err e a c hi n g  a m biti o ns  
e xists f or bl u e- c oll ar  w or k ers  a n d b usi n ess  
o w n ers.  T o  a v oi d t his tr a p, tr y e v al u ati n g  
y o ur  i nt e nti o ns a g ai nst e v er y u nr el e nti n g  
d e a dli n e,  e v er y  str u g gl e  f or pr o mi n e n c e,  a n d  
e v er y  d esir e  f or i nst a nt gr atifi c ati o n.

w at er,  t h e s pirit u al dis ci pli n es  c a n b e  us e d  
e v e n w h e n  y o u  ar e e x p eri e n ci n g pr essi n g  
ti m e c o nstr ai nt. W h e n  n e c ess ar y, C hrist  
m a k es  e n c o ur a g e m e nt  a n d  e n a bl e m e nt  a v ail 
a bl e  t o us  i n o n e- mi n ut e  s e g m e nts.

E v e n  t h o u g h t h e s pirit u al dis ci pli n es  ar e  
as ol d  as C hristi a nit y,  t h es e c o m m o n pr a c 
ti c es s u c h as f asti n g, s h ari n g, pr a y er,  a n d  
s eri o us st u d y of  S cri pt ur e  ar e  us ef ul  w a ys  t o 
d e al  wit h  t h e str essf ul fr ustr ati o ns of  m o d 
er n lif e. B ut  if t h es e tr a diti o n al dis ci pli n es  
ar e t o m a k e  a diff er e n c e  t o t h e i n di vi d u al 
q u est er,  t h e y m ust  b e  i nf us e d wit h  m e a ni n g  
t o a v oi d  t h e c art o o n  c h ar a ct er  Zi g g y's  t esti
m o n y,  u L at el y  P v e  g ott e n  i nt o tr a ns c e n d e n
t al v e g et ati o n. M

As k  y o urs elf  s e v er al  k e y  q u esti o ns:  W h at  
i nsi g hts a b o ut t h e us e  of  ti m e d o  I r e c ei v e 
fr o m S cri pt ur e ?  W h at  o pti o ns  f or u n cl ult eri n g 
lif e c o m e  t o mi n d  as  I pr a y ?  H o w  c a n  i nt er
c essi o n, s er vi c e, a n d c e nt eri n g o n C hrist  
l ess e n m y  ti m e str ess ors ? W h at  c a n I d o  t o 
m a k e  t o m orr o w s pirit u all y si g nifi c a nt ?

5.  D e v el o p  a  Ti m e  L o g.  A  ti m e l o g h el ps  
a p ers o n  k e e p  tr a c k of  li m e a n d a u dit t h e 
r es ults; it als o  h el ps  a n  i n di vi d u al a c k n o wl 
e d g e  o w n ers hi p  of  ti m e a n d  h el ps  hi m  c o n 
tr ol its us e.  As  a n  eff e cti v e  w a y  t o e v al u at e  
pri oriti es,  tr y k e e pi n g  a n  a cti vit y l o g i n 1 5-  
mi n ut e  s e g m e nts f or a  w e e k  or  m o nt h,  usi n g  
o nl y  c at e g ori es  t h at m a k e  s e ns e t o y o u,  li k e 
f a mil y, j o b, l eis ur e, t el e visi o n vi e wi n g,  d e 
v oti o n al  d e v el o p m e nt,  a n d w ors hi p.

Tr y h ol di n g y o urs elf s eri o usl y 
a c c o u nt a b al e  f or w h at  tr ul y m att ers.  A d mit  
t o y o urs elf  t h at y o ur  us e  of  ti m e ulti m at el y  
d et er mi n es  t h e ki n d  of  lif e y o u  li v e; s c h e d
ul e  e xt e n d e d  p eri o ds  of  ti m e w h e n  y o u  c a n  
wit h dr a w  f or a  c h a n g e  of  a cti vit y,  g e o gr a 
p h y,  a n d  p e o pl e.

6.  L e ar n  t o S a y  N o.  S a y  n o  f or t h e ri g ht 
r e as o ns. S o m eti m es  it is diffi c ult  t o r esist 
a c c e pti n g t o o m a n y  c o m mit m e nts b e c a us e  
r e q u ests fl att er us.  B ut  n o  o n e  c a n d o  e v 
er yt hi n g.  T h er e  will  b e  ti m es, as  y o u  c ulti-

W h y  n ot  tr y t o fir e as m u c h  e nt h usi as m  
f or i nt eri or d e v el o p m e nt  li k e pr a y er,  m e di 
t ati o n, a n d  e n c o u nt er  wit h  S cri pt ur e  as  y o u  
alr e a d y  f e el f or s e c urit y, w or k,  a n d  h o b bi es.  
T h e n  al  t h e e n d  of  t h e d a y,  q ui et  y o ur  b o d y, 
c e nt er  y o ur  mi n d,  a n d t al k wit h  G o d.  S ur 
prisi n gl y,  t h e d a y's  str ess will  e as e as a d 
v e nt ur es  i n pr a y er,  S cri pt ur e  r e a di n g, a n d  
m e dit ati o n  i n cr e as e.

4.  A p pl y  Dis ci pli n e  t o t h e D e m a n ds  of  
Y o ur  Lif e.  Li k e  s h ort si ps  of  r efr es hi n g c o ol

v at e  y o ur  i n n er lif e, w h e n  w ort h y  t as ks m ust  
w ait  f or a n ot h er  d a y  or  s o m e b o d y  els e.  S o m e 
ti m es s a yi n g n o  m a k es  r o o m i n t h e s c h e d ul e 
t o pr e p ar e  f or f ut ur e t as ks.

T h e n,  t o o, o v er c o m mit m e nts  oft e n  pr o 
d u c e  i nf eri or w or k.  Elt o n  Tr u e bl o o d  is ri g ht, 
u H ol y  s h o d d y is still s h o d d y " W h e n  w e  
o v ers c h e d ul e  o urs el v es,  t h e q u alit y  of  o ur  
s er vi c e s uff ers, t h e Ki n g d o m  is w e a k e n e d,  
a n d  w e  n o  l o n g er stri v e f or e x c ell e n c e.  " N o, " 
ri g htl y us e d,  h el ps  us  p a y  cl os er  att e nti o n  t o 
t h e m e a ni n g  a n d  q u alit y  of  all  o ur  a cti viti es.

7.  Dr o p  “ T o o  B us y ” fr o m Y o ur  C o n-  
v ers ati o n. G o d  n e v er o v erl o a ds  a n y o n e,  e v e n  
t h o u g h ot h ers  m a y  m a k e  t o o m a n y  d e m a n ds  
o n us.  W h e n  t e m pt e d t o us e  t h at p hr as e,  u t o o 
b us y, "  as k  y o urs elf  if G o d  h as  gi v e n  y o u  t o o 
m u c h  t o d o  or  if y o u  h a v e  l ess ti m e t h a n 
ot h ers.  T h e  F at h er's  p a c e  pr o vi d es  b ot h  f ul
filli n g s atisf a cti o n a n d w ort h y  a c c o m 
plis h m e nts.  A n d  H e  is n e v er  i m pr ess e d wit h  
a  fr e n zi e d lif est yl e e v e n i n His  m ost  pi o us  
c hil dr e n.  L o w  m oti v ati o n,  o v er c o m mit m e nt,  
p o or  or g a ni z ati o n,  or  i n a p pr o pri at e pri oriti es  
m a y  b e  t h e r e al c ul prits.

Tr y  list e ni n g t o t h e a bs ur d  t hi n gs ot h ers  
s a y  a b o ut  ti m e. N oti c e  h o w  s o m e  p e o pl e  t al k 
a b o ut b ei n g  b us y  b ut  i n t h e n e xt  s e nt e n c e 
dis c uss  w at c hi n g  l o n g h o urs  of  t el e visi o n. 
Or,  t h e y m a y  dis c uss  t h e cr us hi n g  d e m a n ds  
of  t h eir j o b b ut  br a g  t h e n e xt  m o m e nt  a b o ut  
l o n g c off e e  br e a ks.

Y o ur  c o n v ers ati o n m a y  s o u n d j ust as  
a m usi n g  t o ot h ers.  Tr y  t o dr o p  “ t o o b us y "  
fr o m y o ur  v o c a b ul ar y  a n d h ar m o ni z e  y o ur  
d a y  a n d w e e k  ar o u n d  t h e w a y  G o d  dir e cts  
y o u  t o us e  y o ur  ti m e.

8.  H urr y  U p  t o Sl o w  D o w n.  A c c el er at e  
r o uti n e a cti viti es t o a c c o m plis h n e c ess ar y  
t as ks m or e  q ui c kl y.  Ir o n f ast er s o t h at y o u  
c a n  r e a d sl o w er. H urr y  gr o c er y  s h o p pi n g s o 
t h at y o u  c a n  pr a y  at  a  l eis ur el y p a c e.  W as h  
y o ur  c ar q ui c kl y  s o t h at y o u  c a n e x pl or e



A  M a ns  L o v e  f or G o d's  W or d
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A d dr ess

St at eCit y Zi p

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

r e al lif e. B ut  p e o pl e  fill e d wit h  t h e s pirit of  
G o d  g o fr o m gl or y  t o gl or y  ( 2 C or.  3: 1 8).

B e c a us e  of  T h es e  T hi n gs,  W e  W a nt  t o 
S e e  G o d's  S a vi n g  W or d  G o  f ort h 

E v er y w h er e

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

M orr o w,  G e or gi a  
N o n pr olil  Or g.

- 0 3 6 0 8  0 0 1  9 7 . 0  
P A S T O R / M R S  D W I D  K R O G H  
1 9 9 2  T I F F A N Y  L N  
J O N E 湖 R O  G A  3 0 2 3 6

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns  
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  

o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  
a d dr ess  l a b el i d c nti G es t h e 
r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n. If t h e n u m b er  
is 9 6. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e 
F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 6.  
A  9 6. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  
J u n c/J ul y  e x pir ati o n.  T his  
m et h o d  will  assist  t h e 
s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

G o d's  s pirit ( A cts 2: 3 8).  W e  ar e t o all o w  
G o d's  叩 irit t o gr o w  i n us,  u ntil  w e  ar e  c o m 
pl et el y  l e d b y  t h at h ol y  s pirit ( G al. 5: 1 6- 2 5;  
R o m.  8).

P a ul  a d vis e d  us  t o b e  fill e d wit h  t h at s pirit 
( E p h. 5: 1 8).  W e  ar e  n ot  t o q u e n c h  it ( 1 T h.  
5: 1 9),  n or  gri e v e  it ( E p h. 4: 3 0),  b e c a us e  b y  it 
w e  ar e  s e al e d t o t h e d a y  of  r e d e m pti o n. It is 
b y  G o d's  s pirit  t h at w e  ar e  str e n gt h e n e d  wit h  
mi g ht  i n t h e i n n er m a n  ( E p h. 3: 1 6).

G o d  h as  s e nt f ort h t h e s pirit of  His  S o n  
i nt o o ur  h e arts  ( G al. 4: 6).  If w e  d o n't  h a v e  
t h at s pirit fr o m G o d  w e  ar e n ot  C hristi a ns  
( R o m. 8: 9).

It is a bs ol ut el y  n e c ess ar y  f or us  t o h a v e  
G o d's  s pirit,  a n d  t o b e  l e d b y  it. H e  h as  ki n dl y  
off er e d  it t o us  f or o ur  g o o d.  W e  ar e  gr at ef ul,  
v er y  gr at ef ul.  Lif e  wit h o ut  t h at s pirit u al el e 
m e nt,  “ t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e a b o v e, "  is n ot

z e al  t o pr e a c h  t h at w or d.  W h y ?  S o  m e n  c a n  b e  
s a v e d! It will  p ull  t h e m o ut  of  t h e fir e. It will  
gi v e  t h e m H o p e.  M y  p assi o n  f or G o d's  S a v 
i n g W or d  t o b e  i n t h e h e arts  of  t h e Afri c a ns  
m a k es  m e  w or k  s o f e v eris hl y t o s e n d t h e m 
i m p ort a nt Bi bl e  st u di es t o tr a nsl at e i nt o t h eir 
o w n  l a n g u a g e, s o  t h e y c a n  b e  s a v e d! All  of  us  
h a v e  t h at l o v e f or G o d's  W or d.  It is His  
i n vit ati o n f or n ot  o nl y o ur  s al v ati o n, b ut  
s al v ati o n  f or all m e n.  W e  h a v e  t o b e  a b o ut  o ur  
F at h er's  b usi n ess  w hil e  w e  h a v e  lif e i n or d er  
f or o urs el v es  t o h a v e  s al v ati o n, a n d  s o t h at 
ot h ers m a y  h a v e  t h e o p p ort u nit y  f or lif e. 
H o w  s elfis h it w o ul d  b e  t o t hi n k o nl y  of  m e  
a n d m y  wif e  a n d m y  s o n J o h n. S u c h  a n  
attit u d e  is a  s ur e w a y  of  b ei n g  c ast  o ut.

It is t h e pr e ci o us  W or d  of  o ur  h e a v e nl y  
F at h er  t h at will  c h a n g e  p e o pl e's  li v es. M a *  
t h at w o n d erf ul  W or d  b e  t a k e n i nt o all  c o m er *  
of  t h e w orl d,  a n d  m a y  w e  h a v e  a  p art  i n it. 

M att h e w  2 4: 1 4  s a ys, “ T his  g os p el  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  s h all b e  pr e a c h e d  i n all  t h e 
w orl d  as  a  wit n ess  t o all  n ati o ns. n  J es us t ol d 
us  t o pr e a c h  t h e g os p el  i n all  t h e w orl d,  s o  t h at 
t h e o n e  w h o  b eli e v es  a n d  is b a pti z e d  will  b e  
s a v e d, b ut  t h e o n e  w h o  d o es n't  b eli e v e  will  
p eris h.

P a ul  s ai d, " Pr e a c h t h e w or d' 1 J es us s ai d 
t h e w or ds  H e  s p o k e w er e  w or ds  of  lif e. T h e  
W or d  of  G o d  is a  li g ht f or m e n's  p at h.  It is a  
w ell of w at ers pri n gi n g u pi n ust o et e m allif e!

If w e  h a v e  a n y  c o m p assi o n  at  all f or t h e 
d yi n g  w orl d  of  m e n,  w e  will  b e  c h ar g e d  wit h

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  - M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

D e ar  R Esr m m o N  H e r a l d ,

I a m  writi n g  f br t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

I I M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d  a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt

J S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  - 1 y n  $ 1 2, 2  y n  $ 2 1, 3  y n  $ 3 0.  [ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U S  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.
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b e c o mi n g  pr o gr essi v el y  

m or e  a n d  m or e  vi ol e nt.

Y E Y E S A R E M OI S T A N D M Y  
h e art  is h e a v y  as I l o o k at t h e 
p h ot o gr a p h  of  a cl ass of  fi v e- 

a n d si x- y e ar- ol d c hil dr e n st a n di n g b esi d e  
t h eir t e a c h er. T h e  p h ot o gr a p h  s h o ws a  gr o u p  
of  h a p p y,  s mili n g f a c es —  s w e et a n d  pr e c o 
ci o us littl e o n es  j ust b e gi n ni n g  s c h o ol a n d  
j ust b e gi n ni n g  t o li v e. S o m e  of  t h e b o ys  h a v e  
t h os e e x a g g er at e d  s mil es t h at ar e  t y pi c al of  
fi v e- y e ar- ol ds (I h a v e  o n e  fi v e- y e ar- ol d b o y  
m ys elf).  S e ei n g  t h os e b e a utif ul  littl e c hil dr e n  
is p ai nf ul  f or m e  b e c a us e  I k n o w  t h at t h e d a y  
aft er  t h e p h ol o  w as  t a k e n at s c h o ol, a m a n  
wi el di n g  t w o r e v ol v ers a n d t w o s e mi a ut o
m ati c  pist ols  w al k e d  i nt o t h eir g y m  a n d  st art e d 
s h o oti n g. B y  t h e ti m e h e  t ur n e d t h e g u n  o n  
hi ms elf  h e  h a d  kill e d  1 6  c hil dr e n  al o n g  wit h  
t h eir t e a c h er, i nj ur e d 1 2  ot h ers,  a n d ri p p e d 
t h e h e art o ut of  t h e S c ottis h  vill a g e of  
D u n bl a n e.

I n A m eri c a,  w e' v e  b e c o m e  al m ost  d es e n 
siti z e d t o t his ki n d  of  vi ol e n c e.  W e  s e e s o 
m u c h  i n o ur  n e ws.  M ass  killi n gs,  w hil e  still 
n ot  c o m m o n pl a c e,  h a p p e n  wit h  e n o u g h  fr e
q u e n c y  h er e  t o w arr a nt  i n s o m e c as es  o nl y  a  
s hr u g gi n g of  t h e s h o ul d ers a n d  a  s h a ki n g of  
t h e h e a d  ... a n d t h e n w e  m o v e  o n.  T h e  U nit e d  
Ki n g d o m  is a n ati o n  t h at is n o  str a n g er t o 
vi ol e n c e,  b ut  it is a  t ar g et e d vi ol e n c e.  T h e  
I R A c ar ef ull y s el e cts its t err orist att a c ks.  
T h e y  ar e  p oliti c all y  m oti v at e d  —  a n d  w hil e  
w e  m ust  c ert ai nl y  c o n d e m n  t h at ki n d  of  vi o 
l e n c e, w e  c a n at l e ast u n d erst a n d  t h at it is 
m e a nt  t o s er v e  s o m e  p ur p os e.  B ut  m ass  m ur 
d er  at  t h e h a n ds  of  a  cr a z e d  l o n e g u n m a n  is 
still  a  r el ati v el y n e w  p h e n o m e n o n — s o  m u c h  
s o  t h at t h e e v e nts  i n D u n bl a n e  dr e w  a  si g nifi
c a nt a m o u nt  of  att e nti o n fr o m m e m b ers  of  
t h e Britis h  P arli a m e nt  a n d  e v e n  w arr a nt e d  a  
visit  fr o m t h e Q u e e n  h ers elf.

O ur  w orl d  is b e c o mi n g  pr o gr essi v el y  m or e  
a n d  m or e  vi ol e nt.  T h e  q u alit y  of  o ur  e nt er 

t ai n m e nt h as  g ott e n  s o vi ol e nt  t h at s o o n t h e 
i n d ustr y will  pr o vi d e  p ar e nts  wit h  a u V- C hi p n  
t o h el p  t h e m filt er t h e vi ol e n c e  a w a y fr o m 
y o u n g  e y es.  I t hi n k t h e d a y  is c o mi n g,  or  m a y  
e v e n  b e  h er e  alr e a d y,  w h e n  t h e b elt er  o pti o n  
is t o g et  ri d of  t h e T V  alt o g et h er,  or  at l e ast 
k e e p  it u n pl u g g e d,  l o c k e d a w a y,  or  r es er v e d 
f or pr e vi o usl y  a p pr o v e d  pr o gr a m mi n g.

I n t his iss u e, i n a d diti o n  t o s o m e  v er y  fi n e 
t h e ol o gi c al arti cl es b y A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d,  
J er e m y S mit h  a n d H ollis  P art  I o w e  a n d  
t h o u g hts a b o ut  p ers o n al  d e v oti o n  a n d  mi nis 
tr y b y  St e p h e n  B ol h o us  a n d  M eliss a  L e e,  w e  
e x pl or e  t h e iss u e of  vi ol e n c e  i n s o ci et y.  M ar k  
M attis o n's  arti cl e  a b o ut  c a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  
is a t h o u g htf ul criti q u e  o n  t h e eff e cti v e n ess  of  
e x e c uti o n  as  a  f or m of  d et err e n c e  as  it r el at es 
t o vi ol e n c e. Y o u  m a y  n ot  a gr e e wit h  his  
c o n cl usi o ns  (t h e n a g ai n,  y o u  m a y)  b ut  h e  will  
u n d o u bt e dl y  c a us e  y o u  l o t hi n k t hr o u g h t his 
ti m el y iss u e d e e pl y.  W e' v e  r e pri nt e d a n  ar 」  
ti d e b y Dr.  C.  Tr u m a n  D a vis  gi vi n g  a  
p h ysi ci a n's  vi e w  of  w h at  h a p p e n e d  t o J es us. 
T his  is a n  i n- d e pt h l o o k at  o n e  f or m of  c a pit al  
p u nis h m e nt,  n a m el y  cr u cifi xi o n.  E d  H a y es  is 
“ O n  T ar g et''  w h e n  h e  writ es  a b o ut  o n e  of  t h e 
r o ot c a us es  of  vi ol e n c e  —  u n c o ntr oll e d  a n 
g er.  S o m e  oft his  will  n ot  b e  e as y  r e a di n g f or 
y o u ... it will  c a us e  y o u  t o wr estl e  wit h  s o m e 
u n pl e as a nt  iss u es... b ut  it c a us es  us  t o bri n g  
o ur  f ait h t o b e ar  o n  s o m e v er y  c h all e n gi n g  
c o n c er ns  of  o ur  d a y.

I a p pr e ci at e  t h e o p p o n u nit y  l o s er v e y o u  
a n d  v al u e  y o ur  f e e d b a c k as  w e  stri v e  t o g et h er 
t o e d u c at e  a n d  c h all e n g e  o n e  a n ot h er  as  dis 
ci pl es  of  J es us  C hrist.  Pl e as e  k e e p  i n t o u c h. 
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V O L U M E  8 5.  N U M B E R  4:  A P RI L,  M A Y  1 9 9 6

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R E S T m m o N  H e r a l d . A T T N  J E F F  F L E T C H E R.  1 3 0  

W A Y N E S T  . P O N C H A T O U L A.  L A  7 0 4 5 4  ( E- M AI L 

A D D R E S S:  jfl ei c h @ e xi(l i- 5 5 c o m).

A D D R E S S  M AI U N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s t h u ti o n  H e r a l d , A T T N:  MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R,  
) P. O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0  ( E- M AI L 

A D D R E S S:  atl b c @i x  n et c o m. c o m ).

T h e  R E C T n v n o N  H e r a l d  I S  O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  B Y  

T H E C H U R C H  O F G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E.  A  N O N 

P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T  5 8 2 3  

T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0.  M O R R O W,  G A  

3 0 2 6 0  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R

T h e  R E S T m m o N  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S:

M AI U N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S  

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

・  T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R  8. 6);

・  T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D  S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

・  J E S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D' S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  

( M A T T 1 6: 1 6).  A N D  I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  ( 1 TI M.  2: 5);

・  T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M.  

3: 1 6);
・  T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A.  1 4 6: 4);

・  T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  

LI F E  O N L Y  T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3);

・  T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 

5: 2 8);

・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  ( 1 

C O R  1 5: 5 3,  5 4).

・  T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1. 8);

・  T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O FI S R A E L  A S  T H E  KI N G 

D O M  O F  G O D  U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  

( L U K E 1: 3 2);
・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 

8  1 7),  A N D  I S R A E L  T O  B E  M A D E  H E A D  O V E R  G E N 

TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1- 3);
・  T H E  •• R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  

H A T H  S P O K E N  B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  

P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N ”  ( A C T S 3: 2 1).

} ・ I T A L S O  FI R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  
'I M M E R SI O N I N T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R

T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 2: 3 8),  A N D A  C O N S E 

C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L T O  S A L V A TI O N.



C hrist  a n d  C a pit al  P u nis h m e nt

A
H o w  s h o ul d w e  as

C hristi a ns  vi e w

c a pit al  p u nis h m e nt ?

▲  ▲  ▲▲  ▲▲ ▲▲

b y  M a r k  M a t ti s o n
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C C O R DI N G  T O  A  R E C E N T  
7 W C N N  p oll,  7 7 %  of  A m eri 
c a ns  pr es e ntl y  s u p p ort t h e d e at h  

p e n alt y  as  a  w a y  t o fi g ht cri m e.  B ut  d o cs  t h e 
d e at h  p e n alt y  a ct u all y r e d u c e cri m e ?  M or e  
i m p ort a ntl y, h o w  s h o ul d w e  as C hristi a ns  
vi e w  c a pit al p u nis h m e nt ?

T h e  Q u esti o n  of  D et err e n c e
Pr o p o n e nts  fr e q u e ntl y cit e  c o m m o n  s e ns e 

as o b vi o us  t esti m o n y t h at c a pit al p u nis h 
m e nt  is a n  eff e cti v e  d et err e nt  a g ai nst  vi ol e nt  
cri m e.  I n d e e d, c 叩 it al p u nis h m e nt  is a p p e al 
i n g as  a  si m pl e a ns w er  t o a  c o m pl e x  pr o b 
l e m. H o w e v er,  m ost  st u di es cl e arl y  i n di c at e 
t h at it si m pl y  d o es n  't w or k.  O n  t h e c o ntr ar y,  
s o m e st u di es s u g g est t h at c a pit al p u nis h 
m e nt  a ct u all y r ei nf or c es a n d v ali d at es  vi o 
l e n c e.

L arr y  M att er a,  a s e mi n ari a n fr o m C hi 
c a g o, writ es:

Bl a c k  d ef e n d a nts  c h ar g e d wit h  kill 
i n g w hit e  vi cti ms  w er e  1 1 ti m es m or e  
li k el y t o b e  s e nt e n c e d t o d e at h.  S u c h  
dis cri mi n ati o n  e xists  n ot  o nl y  i n G e or-

If vi ol e n c e  is o bj e cti v at e d  i nstit uti o n
all y as a n e x pr essi o n of  a s o ci et y's 
c oll e cti v e  p oliti c al  will  t o j usti c e, i n
stit uti o ns of  vi ol e n c e  will  n e c ess aril y  
b e c o m e  f or m ati v e of  s o ci et y.  T h e  m or e  
pr of o u n dl y  a  s o ci et y c o m es  t o r el y o n  
i nstit uti o n ali z e d vi ol e n c e  as a n i n

str u m e nt  of  its p oliti c al  p ur p os e,  
t h e m or e  ti g htl y will  i n- 

stit uti o n ali z e d vi o 
l e n c e e nt a n gl e s o ci

et y  a n d  t h e m or e  f or m ati v e of  s o ci et al 
i d e ntit y vi ol e n c e  will  b e c o m e. 1

T his  p oi nt  is s u bst a nti at e d b y  H oll y w o o d  
writ er  J os e p h Ki er c c k.  H e  cit es  a n F BI  st a
tisti c t h at t h e m ur d er  r al e i n t h e 1 2  st at es 
w hi c h  r o uti n el y c arr y  o ut  e x e c uti o ns  is e x 
a ctl y  d o u bl e  t h e r at e of  t h e 1 3  sl at es wit h  n o  
d e at h  p e n alt y. 2 Is c a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  r e all y 
a  d et err e nt ?

W ell,  if c a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  is n ot  a  g e n 
er al  d et err e nt,  s o m e ar g u e, at l e ast it is a  
s p e ci al d et err e nt.  T h at  is, t h e d e at h  p e n alt y  
m a y  n ot  dis c o ur a g e  vi ol e nt  cri m e  i n s o ci et y, 
b ut  at  l e ast t h e e x e c ut e d  off e n d er  will  n ot  b e  
a bl e t o kill a g ai n. A  st u d y b y  e c o n o mist ^  
Is a a c E hrli c h  s u g g ests t h at f or e v er y  vi ol e nt  
off e n d er p ut t o d e at h, ei g ht h y p ot h eti c al  
m ur d ers  will  b e  pr e v e nt e d.  E hrli c h's  c al c u 
l ati o n, h o w e v er,  o mits  s e v er al i m p ort a nt 
v ari a bl es  a n d s uff ers fr o m s e v er al ot h er  
f a ults. B esi d es,  a vi ol e nt  cri mi n al is ol at e d 
fr o m s o ci et y f or lif e c a n n o  m or e  kill  a n  
i n n o c e nt p ers o n  t h a n a  d e a d  m a n.

p e r s o n a m

% 初

T h e  Q u esti o n  of  R a cis m
W e  m ust  als o c o nsi d er t h e el e m e nt of  

dis cri mi n ati o n. J o h n D e ar  c o or di n at es a  
c h ur c h  s h elt er f or t h e h o m el ess  i n W as hi n g 
t o n, D. C.  H e  writ es  t h at, a c c or di n g  t o a  st u d y 
b y t h e N ati o n al  C o aliti o n  t o A b olis h  t h e 
D e at h  P e n alt y,  i n a  si x- y e ar p eri o d  i n G e or 
gi a ：

0 g
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gi a  b ul  e v er y w h er e  t h e d e at h  p e n alt y  
is us e d.  Ni n et y  p er c e nt  of  t h os e o n  
d e at h  r o w ar e t h er e f or killi n g  w hit e  
p e o pl e,  alt h o u g h  e a c h  y e ar  al m ost  h alf  
of  h o mi ci d e  vi cti ms  ar e bl a c k ?

a bl e  str u g gl es of  t h e vi cti ms *  f a mili es c a n 
n ot b e s uffi ci e ntl y r es ol v e d i n t h e c o urt 
r o o m; t h e y m ust  ulti m at el y  b e  r es ol v e d o n  
l h e ps y c h ol o gi c al  a n d r eli gi o us l e v el.

H er e  w e  m ust  as k,  " W h at  s ait h  t h e L or d ? ”  
L et's  c o nsi d er  t h e w or ds  of  t h e a p ostl e  P a ul:

T h e  Q u esti o n  of  F or gi v e n ess
C a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  is n ot  a  d et err e nt;  it is 

n ot  a p pli e d  f airl y; a n d  it is n ot  e c o n o mi c all y  
f e asi bl e. T h er e  r e m ai ns, t h e n, a  si n gl e ar g u 
m e nt  f or its us e:  T h e  e m oti o n al  ar g u m e nt.  
W e  f e el g o o d,  w e  f e el s af e, w h e n  w e  t hi n k 
t h at j usti c e is b ei n g  d o n e,  ( h at cri mi n als  ar e  
g etti n g  t h eir U j ust d ess erts ?  B ut  t h e t hirst of  
r e v e n g e is u n q u e n c h a bl e;  e x p eri e n c e  t e a c h es 
ust h at u g etli n g e v e o n is n e v er e n o u g h. D e al h- 
r o v v c h a pl ai ns  w h o  mi nist er  b ot h  t o t h e cri mi 
n als  a n d t o t h e vi cti ms 1 f a mili es t estif y t o 
t h at. Killi n g  a  h u n dr e d  cri mi n als  will  n e v er  
bri n g  b a c k  a  si n gl e vi cti m.  T h e  i n d es cri b-

"' C a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  is 
s o ci et y's  fi n al st at e m e nt 

t h at w e  will  n ot  

f or gi v e.
— M arti n  L ut h er  Ki n g,  Jr.

1 L arr y  M alt er a,  ' E v a n g eli c al A p pr o a c h es  t o C hristi a n  

P arti ci p ali o n  i n W ar:  A n  I n q uir y a n d  a  Pr o p os al.  P a n  T w o. "  
A  J o ur n al  fr o m l h e R a di c al  R ef or m ali o n.  S u m m er  1 9 9 4.  
V ol.  3,  N o.  4,  p.  2 5.
:J os e p h K e nt  Ki cr e c k.  •' Cr ossi n g C a pit al  P u nis h m e nt. * * 

u n p u blis h e d  p a p er,  n. d..  p.  6.
1 J o h n D e ar.  " C hristi a ns C a n n ol  M or all y  S u p p ort  l h e 

D e at h  P e n all y/'  T h e  D e at h  P e n a h) ：  O p p osi n g  Vi e w p oi nts.  
S a n  Di e g o.  C A:  Gr e e n h a v e n  Pr ess.  I n c., 1 9 8 6.  r e v. 1 9 9 1.  

p p.  7 8, 7 9.

4 Ki cr e c k.  p.  6.

P a ul  w as  hi ms elf  a  m ur d er er  b ef or e  h e  b e 
c a m e  a  C hristi a n.  L o o k  at  all  l h e g o o d  腥  di d  
aft er  his  c o n v ersi o n.

C o nsi d er  als o J es us' r e a cti o n t o c a pit al  
p u nis h m e nt  w h e n  t h e a d ult er o us  w o m a n  w as  
br o u g ht b ef or e Hi m.  T h e  t e a c h ers of  t h e 
L a w  a n d t h e P h aris e es  s ai d, ' T e a c h er, t his 
w o m a n  w as  c a u g ht  i n t h e a ct  of  a d ult er y.  I n 
t h e L a w  M os es  c o m m a n d e d  us  t o st o n e  s u c h 
w o m e n.  N o w  w h at  d o  y o u  s a y ? ”  (J o h n 8: 4,  
NI V).  J es us r es p o n d e d b y  dr a wi n g  att e nti o n  
a w a y fr o m t h e si n of  t h e g uilt y  w o m a n  a n d  
r e v e ali n g t h e si n of  t h e P h aris e es.  T h e n  H e  
f or g a v e t h e w o m a n.  M arti n  L ut h er  Ki n g,  Jr. 
s ai d: " C a pit al p u nis h m e nt  is s o ci et y's fi n al 
st at e m e nt t h at w e  will  n ot  f or gi v e. " B ul  t h e 
G o d  w h o  f or gi v es us as ks us  t o f or gi v e 
ot h ers.  R e m e m b er  t h e p ar a bl e  of  t h e s h e e p 
a n d t h e g o ats:  u F or  I w as  h u n gr y  a n d y o u  
g a v e  m e  s o m et hi n g t o e at,  I w as  t hirst y a n d  
y o u  g a v e  m e  s o m et hi n g t o d ri n k,  I w as  a  
str a n g er a n d y o u  i n vit e d m e  i n, I n e e d e d  
cl ot h es  a n d  y o u  cl ot h e d  m e,  I w as  si c k a n d  
y o u  l o o k e d aft er  m e,  1 w as  i n pris o n  a n d  y o u  
c a m e  t o visit  m e ... "由 ' 1 w as  i n pris o n  a n d  
y o u  el e ctr o c ut e d  m e. ”

I n t h e fi n al a n al ysis,  t h e n, o ur  q u esti o n  is 
n ot  o nl y,  “ D o es  c a pit al  p u nis h m e nt  w or k ?'  
O ur  q u esti o n  m ust  als o  b e.  u Is c a pit al p u n 
is h m e nt m or al ?''  

T h e  Q u esti o n  of  R es o ur c es
As  l o n g as  w e'r e  o n  l h e s u bj e ct  of  m o n e y,  

c a pit al p u nis h m e nt  is s o m eti m es d ef e n d e d  
o n  e c o n o mi c  gr o u n ds.  C o m m o n  s e ns e  w o ul d  
s e e m t o di ct at e t h at p ulli n g  cri mi n als t o 
d e at h  is c h e a p er  t h a n f e e di n g, cl ot hi n g,  a n d  
h o usi n g  t h e m f or ( h e r est of  t h eir li v es. U p o n  
f urt h er s cr uti n y, h o w e v er,  t his ar g u m e nt  t o o 
(f ails. O n c e  o n e  c al c ul at es t h e c ost of  t h e 
tri al, s e nt e n ci n g, m a n d at or y  st at e r e vi e w, 
a d diti o n al  a p p e als,  j ail c osts,  a n d  a ct u al  e x 
e c uti o n, t h e c ost of  c a pit al p u nis h m e nt  f ar 
o ut w ei g hs  t h e c ost  of  lif e i m pris o n m e nt. I n 
Fl ori d a  it is si x li m es m or e  e x p e nsi v e  t o p ut  
a m a n  t o d e at h.  I n O hi o  a n d N e w  Y or k  it 
c osts a milli o n  d oll ars  t o e x e c ut e a si n gl e 
cri mi n al.  I n C alif or ni a  it c a n  c ost  u p  t o f o ur 
milli o n  d oll ars.  W hi c h  is c h e a p er ?

P er h a ps  li miti n g a p p e als a n d str e a mli n
i n g t h e j u di ci al s yst e m c a n eli mi n at e t h at 
i n effi ci e n c y, s o m e ar g u e. S a u di  Ar a bi a,  f or 
e x a m pl e, h as a l o w er m ur d er  r at e a n d a  
hi g h er  e x e c uti o n r at e; t h e y e x e c ut e d 1 4 0  
p e o pl e  i n t h e t w o a n d a h alf  y e ar  p eri o d  
b et w e e n 1 9 8 5 a n d mi d- 1 9 8 8. 4 B ut  if w e  
a p pr e ci at e  fr e e d o m  J usti c e, a n d li b ert y, w e  
will  n ot  b e  t e m pt e d t o f oll o w t h e f u n d a m e n
t alist r eli gi o us tr ail of  t h e Isl a mi c n ati o ns.  
P oli c e  st at es d o  eff e cti v el y  c ur b  t h e c a n c er;  
b ut  o ur  c o m m o n  s e ns e, I h o p e,  will  diss u a d e  

. us fr o m t h at c o urs e.

D o  n ot  r e p a y a n y o n e  e vil  f or e vil  
If it is p ossi bl e,  as  f ar as  it d e p e n ds  o n  
y o u,  li v e at  p e a c e  wit h  e v er y o n e. D o  
n ot  t a k e r e v e n g e,  m y  fri e n ds, b ut  l e a v e 
r o o m f or G o d's  wr at h,  f or it is writt e n:  
"It is mi n e  t o a v e n g e; / will  r e p a y,n  
s a ys t h e L or d .. . D o n ot  b e  o v er c o m e  
b y  e vil,  b ut  o v er c o m e  e vil  wit h  g o o d  
( R o m. 1 2: 1 7- 1 9, 2 1,  NI V).

W e  m ust  als o  r e m e m b er l h e r et ar d e d a n d  t h e 
p o or  w h o  d o  n ot  st a n d  a n  e q uit a bl e  c h a n c e  i n 
l h e c o urtr o o m. N ot  e v er y a c c us e d p ers o n  
c a n aff or d t h e t y p e of  d ef e ns e  t h at O.J.  
Si m ps o n  hir e d.  u C a pit al  p u nis h m e nt, n  it h as  
b e e n  s ai d, “ m e a ns  t h at t h os e wit h o ut  t h e 
c a pit al s uff er t h e p u nis h m e nt. "
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T h e  Cr u cifi xi o n  of  J es us
T h e  P assi o n  of  C hrist  fr o m a  M e di c al  P oi nt  of  Vi e w
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dist a nt  fri e n ds hi p wit h

Hi m.

-

I nsi g hts

I s u d d e nl y r e aliz e d t h at I 

h a d  t a k e n t h e Cr u cifi xi o n  

m or e  or  l ess f or gr a nt e d  

all  t h es e y e ars  —  t h at I 

h a d  gr o w n  c all o us t o its 

h orr or  b y  a  t o o e as y  

f a mili arit y wit h  t h e gri m  

d et ails  —  a n d  a  t o o
T h e  ps y c hi c  a n d  s pirit u al s uff eri n g  of  t h e 

S o n  of  G o d  i n at o n e m e nt f or t h e si ns of  
f all e n m a n  I h a v e  n o  c o m p et e n c e  t o dis c uss;  
h o w e v er,  t h e p h ysi ol o gi c al  a n d a n at o mi c al  
as p e cts  of  o ur  L or d's  p assi o n  w e  c a n  e x a m 
i n e i n s o m e d et ail ... w h at  di d  t h e b o d y  of  
J es us of  N a z ar et h  a ct u all y e n d ur e d uri n g  
t h os e h o urs  of  t ort ur e ?

T his  l e d m e  first t o a  st u d y of  t h e pr a cti c e 
of  cr u cifi xi o n  its elf; t h at is, t h e t ort ur e a n d  
e x e c uti o n  of  a  p ers o n  b y  fi x ati o n t o a  cr oss.  
A p p ar e ntl y,  t h e first k n o w n  pr a cti c e  of  cr u 
cifi xi o n  w as  b y  t h e P ersi a ns.  Al e x a n d er  a n d  
his  g e n er als  br o u g ht  it b a c k  t o t h e M e dit er 
r a n e a n w orl d  —  t o E g y pt  a n d  t o C art h a g e.  
T h e  R o m a ns  a p p ar e ntl y  l e ar n e d ( h e pr a cti c e  
fr o m t h e C art h a gi ni a ns  a n d  ( as wit h  al m ost  
e v er yt hi n g  t h e R o m a ns  di d)  r a pi dl y d e v el 
o p e d  a v er y  hi g h  d e gr e e  of  effi ci e n c y  a n d

T  N  T HI S  A R TI C L E,  I S H A L L  dis c uss  
j s o m e of  t h e p h ysi c al  as p e cts of  t h e 

上- p assi o n,  or  s uff eri n g, of  J es us C hrist.  
W e  s h all f oll o w Hi m  fr o m G et hs e m a n e,  
t hr o u g h His  tri al, His  s c o ur gi n g, His  p at h  
al o n g t h e Vi a  D ol or os a,  t o His  l ast d yi n g  
h o urs  o n  t h e cr oss.

I b e c a m e  i nt er est e d i n t his w h e n  I r e a d a n  
a c c o u nt  of  t h e Cr u cifi xi o n  i n Ji m Bis h o p's  
b o o k,  T h e  D a y  C hrist  Di e d.  I s u d d e nl y r e al
i z e d t h at I h a d  t a k e n t h e Cr u cifi xi o n  m or e  or  
l ess f or gr a nt e d  all  t h es e y e ars  —  t h at I h a d  
gr o w n  c all o us t o its h orr or  b y  a t o o e as y  
f a mili arit y wit h  t h e gri m  d et ails  —  a n d  a  t o o 
dist a nt  fri e n ds hi p wit h  Hi m.  It fi n all y o c 
c urr e d  t o m e  t h at as  a  p h ysi ci a n  I di d n't  e v e n  
k n o w  t h e a ct u al i m m e di at e c a us e  of  d e at h.  
T h e  G os p el  writ ers  d o n't  h el p  us  v er y  m u c h  
o n  t his p oi nt,  b e c a us e  cr u cifi xi o n  a n d  s c o ur g
i n g w er e  s o c o m m o n d uri n g  t h eir lif eti m e 
t h at t h e y u n d o u bt e dl y  c o nsi d er e d  a  d et ail e d  
d es cri pti o n t ot all y s u p erfl u o us —  s o w e  
h a v e  t h e c o n cis e  w or ds  of  t h e E v a n g elists:  
“ Pil at e,  h a vi n g  s c o ur g e d J es us, d eli v er e d  
Hi m  t o t h e m t o b e  cr u cifi e d —  a n d t h e y 
cr u cifi e d  Hi m. ”

I a m  i n d e bt e d t o m a n y  w h o  h a v e  st u di e d 
t his s u bj e ct i n t h e p ast,  a n d es p e ci all y t o a  
c o nt e m p or ar y  c oll e a g u e,  Dr.  Pi err e  B ar b et,  
a  Fr e n c h  s ur g e o n w h o  h as  d o n e  e x h a usti v e  
hist ori c al  a n d  e x p eri m e nt al  r es e ar c h a n d  h as  
writt e n  e xt e nsi v el y  o n  t h e s u bj e ct.
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pr o c essi o n  a n d  l at er n ail e d  t o t h e cr oss  a b o v e  
t h e h e a d.  T his  si g n wit h  its st aff  n ail e d  t o t h e 
t o p of  t h e cr oss  w o ul d  h a v e  gi v e n  it s o m e
w h at  t h e c h ar a ct eristi c f or m of  t h e L ati n  
cr oss.

T h e  p h ysi c al  p assi o n  of  t h e C hrist  b e gi ns  
i n G et hs e m a n e.  Of  t h e m a n y  as p e cts  of  t his 
i niti al s uff eri n g, I s h all o nl y  dis c uss  t h e o n e  
of  p h ysi ol o gi c al  i nt er est: t h e bl o o d y  s w e at. 
It is i nt er esti n g t h at t h e p h ysi ci a n of  t h e 
gr o u p,  St.  L u k e,  is t h e o nl y  o n e  t o m e nti o n  
t his. H e  s a ys, " A n d b ei n g  i n a g o n y, H e  
pr a y e d  t h e l o n g er. A n d  His  s w e at b e c a m e  as  
dr o ps of  bl o o d,  tri c kli n g d o w n 叩 o n t h e 
gr o u n d. "

missi n g  fr o m t his a c c o u nt. T his  m a y  b e  
fr ustr ati n g t o y o u,  b ut  i n or d er  t o a d h er e  t o 
o ur  p ur p os e  of  dis c ussi n g  o nl y  t h e p ur el y  
p h ysi c al  as p e cts  of  t h e P assi o n,  t his is n e c 
ess ar y.  Aft er  t h e arr est  i n t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e 
ni g ht,  J es us  w as  br o u g ht  b ef or e  t h e S a n h e dri n  
a n d  C ai p h as,  t h e Hi g h  Pri est;  it is h er e  t h at 
t h e first p h ysi c al tr a u m a w as  i nfli ct e d. A  
s ol di er str u c k J es us a cr oss  t h e f a c e f or r e
m ai ni n g  sil e nt w h e n  q u esti o n e d  b y  C ai p h as.  
T h e  p al a c e  g u ar ds  t h e n bli n df ol d e d  Hi m  a n d  
m o c ki n gl y  t a u nt e d Hi m  t o i d e ntif y t h e m as  
t h e y e a c h  p ass e d  b y,  s p at  o n  Hi m,  a n d  str u c k 
Hi m  i n t h e f a c e.

I n t h e e arl y  m or ni n g  J es us, b att er e d  a n d  
br uis e d,  d e h y dr at e d,  a n d e x h a ust e d  fr o m a  
sl e e pl ess ni g ht,  is t a k e n a cr oss  J er us al e m t o 
t h e Pr a et ori u m  of  t h e F ortr ess  A nt o ni a,  t h e 
s e at of  g o v er n m e nt  of  t h e Pr o c ur at or  of  
J u d e a, P o nti us  Pil at e.  Y o u  ar e, of  c o urs e,  
f a mili ar wit h  Pil at e's  a cti o n  i n att e m pti n g  t o 
p ass r es p o nsi bilit y t o H er o d  A nti p as,  t h e 
T etr ar c h  of  J u d e a. J es us a p p ar e ntl y  s uff er e d 
n o  p h ysi c al mistr e at m e nt  at t h e h a n ds  of  
H er o d  a n d w as  r et ur n e d t o Pil at e.  It w as  
t h e n, i n r es p o ns e t o t h e cri es of  t h e m o b,  t h at 
Pil at e  or d er e d  B ar- A b b as  r el e as e d a n d  c o n 
d e m n e d  J es us t o s c o ur gi n g a n d  cr u cifi xi o n.  
T h er e  is m u c h  dis a gr e e m e nt  a m o n g  a ut h ori 
ti es a b o ut  s c o ur gi n g as  a  pr el u d e  t o cr u cifi x 
i o n. M ost  R o m a n  writ ers  fr o m t his p eri o d  d o 
n ot  ass o ci at e t h e t w o. M a n y  s c h ol ars b e 
li e v e t h at Pil at e  ori gi n all y  or d er e d  J es us t o 
b e  s c o ur g e d  as  His  f ull p u nis h m e nt,  a n d  t h at 
t h e d e at h  s e nt e n c e b y  cr u cifi xi o n  c a m e  o nl y  
i n r es p o ns e t o t h e t a u nt b y  t h e m o b  t h at t h e 
Pr o c ur at or  w as  n ot  pr o p erl y  d ef e n di n g  C a e 
s ar  a g ai nst  t his pr et e n d er  w h o  cl ai m e d  t o b e  
t h e Ki n g  of  t h e J e ws.

Pr e p ar ati o ns  f or ( h e s c o ur gi n g  ar e  c arri e d  
o ut.  T h e  pris o n er  is stri p p e d of  His  cl ot hi n g  
a n d His  h a n ds  ar e ti e d t o a  p ost  a b o v e His  
h e a d. It is d o u btf ul w h et h er  t h e R o m a ns  
m a d e  a n y  att e m pt  t o f oll o w t h e J e wis h l a w

■  s kill i n c arr yi n g  it o ut.  A  n u m b er  of  R o m a n  
a ut h ors  ( Li v y, Ci c er o,  T a cit us)  c o m m e nt  o n  
it. S e v er al  i n n o v ati o ns a n d m o difi c ati o ns  
ar e d es cri b e d  i n t h e a n ci e nt lit er at ur e; Fll  
m e nti o n  o nl y  a  f e w w hi c h  m a y  h a v e  s o m e 
b e ari n g  h er e. T h e  u pri g ht p orti o n  of  t h e 
cr oss  ( or sti p es)  c o ul d  h a v e  t h e cr oss- ar m  ( or 
p ati b ul u m)  att a c h e d  t w o or  t hr e e f e et b el o w  
its t o p —— t his is w h at  w e  c o m m o nl y  t hi n k of  
t o d a y as  t h e cl assi c al  f or m of  t h e cr oss  (t h e 
o n e  w hi c h  w as  l at er n a m e d  t h e L ati n  cr oss);  
h o w e v er, t h e c o m m o n f or m us e d i n o ur  
L or d's  d a y  w as  t h e T a u  cr oss (s h a p e d li k e 
t h e Gr e e k  l ett er T a u  or  li k e o ur  T).  I n t his 
cr oss  t h e p ati b ul u m  w as  pl a c e d  i n a  n ot c h  at  
t h e t o p of  t h e sti p es. T h er e  is f airl y o v er 
w h el mi n g  ar c h a e ol o gi c al e vi d e n c e t h at it 
w as  o n t his t y p e of  cr oss t h at J es us w as  
cr u cifi e d.

T h e  u pri g ht  p ost,  or  sti p es, w as  g e n er all y  
p er m a n e ntl y  fi x e d i n t h e gr o u n d  at  t h e sit e  of  
e x e c uti o n a n d t h e c o n d e m n e d m a n  w as  

■ ■f or c e d  t o c arr y t h e p ati b ul u m, a p p ar e ntl y  
w ei g hi n g  a b o ut 1 1 0  p o u n d s,  fr o m t h e pris o n  
t o t h e pl a c e  of  e x e c uti o n. Wit h o ut  a n y his 
t ori c al or  bi bli c al  pr o of,  m e di e v al  a n d R e 
n aiss a n c e  p ai nt ers  h a v e  gi v e n  us  o ur  pi ct ur e  
of  C hrist  c arr yi n g  t h e e ntir e  cr oss.  M a n y  of  
t h es e p ai nt ers  a n d m ost  of  t h e s c ul pt ors of  
cr u cifi x es  t o d a y s h o w t h e n ails  t hr o u g h t h e 
p al ms.  R o m a n  hist ori c al  a c c o u nts a n d e x 
p eri m e nt al  w or k  h a v e  s h o w n t h at t h e n ails  
w er e  dri v e n  b et w e e n  t h e s m all b o n es  of  t h e 
wrists  a n d n ot t hr o u g h t h e p al ms. N ails  
dri v e n  t hr o u g h t h e p al ms  will  stri p o ut  b e 
t w e e n t h e fi n g ers w h e n  t h e y s u p p ort t h e 
w ei g ht  of  a  h u m a n  b o d y. T h e  mis c o n c e pti o n  
m a y  h a v e  c o m e  a b o ut  t hr o u g h a  mis u n d er 
st a n di n g of  J es us' w or ds  t o T h o m as,  u O b-  
s er v e M y  h a n ds. "  A n at o mists,  b ot h  m o d e m  
a n d a n ci e nt, h a v e al w a ys c o nsi d er e d t h e 
wrist  as  p art  of  t h e h a n d.

A  tit ul us, or  s m all  si g n,  st ati n g  t h e vi cti m's  
■ ^ri m e  w as  us u all y  c arri e d  at  t h e fr o nt of  t h e

E v er y  att e m pt  i m a gi n a bl e h as  b e e n  us e d  
b y m o d e m  s c h ol ars t o e x pl ai n a w a y t his 
p hr as e,  a p p ar e ntl y u n d er  t h e mist a k e n  i m
pr essi o n  t h at t his j ust d o es n't  h a p p e n.

A  gr e at  d e al  of  eff ort  c o ul d  b e  s a v e d b y  
c o ns ulti n g t h e m e di c al  lit er at ur e. T h o u g h  
v er y  r ar e, t h e p h e n o m e n o n  of  H e m ati dr osis,  
or  bl o o d y  s w e at, is w ell  d o c u m e nt e d.  U n d er  
gr e at  e m oti o n al  str ess, ti n y c a pill ari es  i n t h e 
s w e at gl a n ds  c a n  br e a k,  t h us mi xi n g  bl o o d  
wit h  s w e at. T his  pr o c ess  al o n e  c o ul d h a v e  
pr o d u c e d  m ar k e d  w e a k n ess  a n d p ossi bl e  
s h o c k.

W e  s h all m o v e  r a pi dl y t hr o u g h t h e b e 
tr a y al a n d arr est; I m ust  str ess a g ai n t h at 
i m p ort a nt p orti o ns  of  t h e P assi o n  st or y ar e

T h e  p al a c e  g u ar ds  
bli n df ol d e d  Hi m  a n d  

m o c ki n gl y  t a u nt e d Hi m  t o 
i d e ntif y t h e m as  t h e y e a c h  

p ass e d  b y,  s p at o n  Hi m,  a n d  
str u c k  Hi m  i n t h e f a c e.
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p ati b ul u m  of  t h e cr oss is ti e d a cr oss His  
s h o ul d ers, a n d t h e pr o c essi o n  of  t h e c o n-

t h e m i n d e e p,  r el e ntl ess, 

t hr o b bi n g p ai n.

t a k e t h e sti c k fr o m His  h a n d  a n d  stri k e Hi m  
a cr oss t h e h e a d,  dri vi n g  t h e t h o ms d e e p er  
i nt o His  s c al p. Fi n all y,  t h e y tir e of  t h eir 
s a disti c s p ort a n d  t h e r o b e is t o m fr o m His  
b a c k.  T his  h a d  alr e a d y  b e c o m e  a d h er e nt t o 
t h e cl ots  of  bl o o d  a n d  s er u m i n t h e w o u n ds,  
a n d its r e m o v al, j ust as i n t h e c ar el ess  r e
m o v al  of  a  s ur gi c al b a n d a g e,  c a us es  e x cr u 
ci ati n g  p ai n.  It's al m ost  as  t h o u g h H e  w er e  
a g ai n b ei n g  w hi p p e d  —  a n d t h e w o u n ds  
a g ai n  b e gi n  t o bl e e d.

I n d ef er e n c e  t o J e wis h c ust o m, t h e R o 
m a ns  r et ur n His  g ar m e nts.  T h e  h e a v y

d e m n e d  C hrist,  t w o t hi e v es a n d t h e e x e c u 
ti o n d et ail  of  R o m a n  s ol di ers, h e a d e d  b y  a  
c e nt uri o n,  b e gi ns  its sl o w  j o ur n e y al o n g  t h e 
Vi a  D ol or os a.  I n s pit e  of  His  eff orts  t o w al k  
er e ct,  t h e w ei g ht  of  t h e h e a v y  w o o d e n  b e a m,  
t o g et h er wit h  t h e s h o c k pr o d u c e d  b y  c o pi 
o us  bl o o d  l oss, is t o o m u c h.  H e  st u m bl es a n d  
f alls. T h e  r o u g h w o o d  of  t h e b e a m  g o u g es  
i nt o t h e l a c er at e d s ki n a n d m us cl es  of  t h e 
s h o ul d ers.  H e  tri es t o ris e, b ut  h u m a n  m us cl es  
h a v e  b e e n  p us h e d  b e y o n d  t h eir e n d ur a n c e.  
T h e  c e nt uri o n, a n xi o us t o g et  o n  wit h  t h e 
cr u cifi xi o n,  s el e cts a  st al w art N ort h  Afri c a n  
o nl o o k er,  Si m o n  of  C yr e n e,  t o c arr y t h e 
cr oss.  J es us  f oll o ws, still  bl e e di n g  a n d  s w e at-

As  t h e ar ms  f ati g u e, gr e at  

w a v es  of  cr a m ps  s w e e p

i n t his m att er  of  s c o ur gi n g. T h e  J e ws h a d  a n  
a n ci e nt l a w pr o hi biti n g m or e  t h a n f ort y 
l as h es. T h e  P h aris e es,  al w a ys m a ki n g  s ur e 
t h at l h e l a w w as  stri ctl y k e pt,  i nsist e d t h at 
o nl y  t hirt y- ni n e l as h es b e  gi v e n.  (I n c as e  of  
a mis c o u nt,  ( h e y w er e  s ur e of  r e m ai ni n g 
wit hi n  t h e l a w.) T h e  R o m a n  l e gi o n n air e 
st e ps f or w ar d wit h  t h e fl a gr u m ( or fl a g el
l u m) i n his  h a n d.  T his  is a  s h ort w hi p  c o n 
sisti n g  of  s e v er al h e a v y,  l e at h er t h o n gs wit h  
t w o s m all b alls  of  l e a d att a c h e d n e ar  t h e 
e n ds of  e a c h. T h e  h e a v y w hi p  is br o u g ht  
d o w n  wit h  f ull f or c e a g ai n  a n d  a g ai n  a cr oss  
J es us' s h o ul d ers, b a c k  a n d  l e gs. At  first t h e 
h e a v y  t h o n gs c ut t hr o u g h t h e s ki n o nl y.  
T h e n,  as  t h e bl o ws  c o nti n u e,  t h e y c ut  d e e p er  
i nt o t h e s u b c ut a n e o us  tiss u es, pr o d u ci n g  first 
a n  o o zi n g  of  bl o o d  fr o m t h e c a pill ari es  a n d  
v ei ns  of  t h e s ki n,  a n d  fi n all y s p urti n g  art eri al  
bl e e di n g  fr o m v ess els i n t h e u n d erl yi n g  
m us cl es.  T h e  s m all b alls  of  l e a d first pr o 
d u c e  l ar g e, d e e p  br uis es  w hi c h  ar e br o k e n  
o p e n  b y  s u bs e q u e nt bl o ws.  Fi n all y  l h e s ki n 
of  t h e b a c k  is h a n gi n g  i n l o n g ri b b o ns a n d  
t h e e ntir e  ar e a  is a n  u nr e c o g ni z a bl e  m ass  of  
t o m, bl e e di n g  tiss u e. W h e n  it is d et er mi n e d  
b y  t h e c e nt uri o n  i n c h ar g e  t h at t h e pris o n er  
is n e ar  d e at h,  t h e b e ati n g  is fi n all y st o p p e d.

T h e  h alf-f ai nti n g  J es us  is t h e n u nti e d  a n d  
all o w e d  t o sl u m p t o t h e st o n e  p a v e m e nt,  w et  
wit h  His  o w n  bl o o d.  T h e  R o m a n  s ol di ers s e e 
a  gr e at  j o k e i n t his pr o vi n ci al  J e w cl ai mi n g  
t o b e  a  ki n g.  T h e y  t hr o w a  r o b e a cr oss  His  
s h o ul d ers  a n d  pl a c e  a  sti c k i n His  h a n d  f or a  
s c e pt er. T h e y  still n e e d  a cr o w n t o m a k e  
t h eir tr a v est y c o m pl et e. A  s m all b u n dl e  of  
fl e xi bl e br a n c h es  c o v er e d  wit h  l o n g t h or ns 
( c o m m o nl y us e d  f or fir e w o o d) ar e pl ait e d  
i nt o t h e s h a p e of  a  cr o w n  a n d  t his is pr ess e d  
i nt o His  s c al p. A g ai n  t h er e is c o pi o us  bl e e d 
i n g (t h e s c al p  b ei n g  o n e  of  t h e m ost  v as c ul ar  
ar e as  of  t h e b o d y).  Aft er  m o c ki n g  Hi m  a n d  
stri ki n g Hi m  a cr oss t h e f a c e, t h e s ol di ers

i n g t h e c ol d, cl a m m y  s w e at of  s h o c k. T h e  
6 5 0  y ar d  j o ur n e y fr o m l h e f ortr ess A nt o ni a  
t o G ol g ot h a  is fi n all y c o m pl et e d.  T h e  pris 
o n er  is a g ai n stri p p e d of  His  cl ot h es —  
e x c e pt  f or a  l oi n cl ot h  w hi c h  is all o w e d  t h e 
J e ws.

T h e  cr u cifi xi o n b e gi ns.  J es us is off er e d  
wi n e  mi x e d  wit h  m yrr h,  a mil d  a n al g esi c  
mi xt ur e.  H e  r ef us es t o dri n k.  Si m o n  is or 
d er e d  t o pl a c e  l h e p ati b ul u m  o n  l h e gr o u n d  
a n d  J es us is q ui c kl y  t hr o w n b a c k w ar d  wit h  
His  s h o ul d ers a g ai nst  t h e w o o d.  T h e  l e gi o n
n air e  f e els f or t h e d e pr essi o n  at  t h e fr o nt of  
t h e wrist.  H e  dri v es  a  h e a v y,  s q u ar e,  wr o u g hl-  
ir o n n ail  t hr o u g h t h e wrist  a n d  d e e p  i nt o t h e 
w o o d.  Q ui c kl y,  h e  m o v es  t o t h e ot h er  si d e 
a n d r e p e ats t h e a cti o n,  b ei n g  c ar ef ul n ot  t o 
p ull  t h e ar ms  t o o ti g htl y, b ut  t o all o w  s o m e 
fl e xi o n a n d m o v e m e nt.  T h e  p ati b ul u m  is 
t h e n lift e d i nt o pl a c e  at  t h e l o p of  t h e sti p es 
a n d t h e tit ul us r e a di n g “ J es us of  N a z ar et h, —  
Ki n g  of  t h e J e ws n  is n ail e d  i n pl a c e.

T h e  l eft f o ot is pr ess e d  b a c k w ar d  a g ai nst  
t h e ri g ht f o ot, a n d wit h  b ot h  f e el e xt e n d e d,  
t o es d o w n,  a  n ail  is dri v e n  t hr o u g h t h e ar c h  
of  e a c h,  l e a vi n g t h e k n e es  m o d er at el y  fl e x e d. 
T h e  Vi cti m  is n o w  cr u cifi e d. As  H e  sl o wl y 
s a gs d o w n  wit h  m or e  w ei g ht  o n  t h e n ails  i n 
t h e wrists,  e x cr u ci ati n g, fi er y p ai n  s h o ots 
al o n g  t h e fi n g ers a n d  u p  t h e ar ms  t o e x pl o d e  
i n t h e br ai n  —  l h e n ails  i n t h e wrists  ar e  
p utti n g  pr ess ur e  o n  t h e m e di a n  n er v es.  As  
H e  p us h es  Hi ms elf  u p w ar d  t o a v oi d t his 
str et c hi n g  t or m e nt, H e  pl a c es  His  f ull w ei g ht  
o n  t h e n ail  t hr o u g h His  f e et. A g ai n  t h er e is 
t h e s e ari n g  a g o n y  of  t h e n ail  t e ari n g t hr o u g h 
t h e n er v es  b et w e e n  t h e m et at ars al  b o n es  of  
t h e f e el.

At  t his p oi nt,  a n ot h er p h e n o m e n o n  o c 
c urs. As  t h e ar ms f ati g u e, gr e at  w a v es  of  
cr a m ps s w e e p o v er  t h e m us cl es,  k n otti n g  
t h e m i n d e e p, r el e ntl ess, t hr o b bi n g p ai n.  
Wit h  t h es e cr a m ps c o m es t h e i n a bilit y 1 ° ， ，



▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲  ▲

— Ariz o n a  M e di ci n e,  M ar c h,  1 9 6 5.

A P RI L,  M A Y  1 9 9 6 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D9

str ai g ht e ns His  l e gs, t a k es a  d e e p er  br e at h,  
a n d  utt ers  His  s e v e nt h a n d  l ast cr y,  " F at h er,  
i nt o t h y h a n ds  I c o m mit  m y  s pirit ?

T h e  r est y o u k n o w. I n or d er  t h at t h e 
S a b b at h  n ot  b e  pr of a n e d,  ( h e J e ws  as k e d  t h at 
t h e c o n d e m n e d m e n  b e  dis p at c h e d  a n d r e
m o v e d  fr o m t h e cr oss es. T h e  c o m m o n  
m et h o d  of  e n di n g a cr u cifi xi o n w as  b y  
cr urifr a ct ur e,  t h e br e a ki n g  of  t h e b o n es  of  
t h e l e gs. T his  pr e v e nt e d t h e vi cti m  fr o m 
p us hi n g  hi ms elf  u p  w ar d;  t h e t e nsi o n c o ul d  
n ot  b e  r eli e v e d fr o m t h e m us cl es  of  t h e 
c h est, a n d r a pi d s uff o c ati o n o c c urr e d.  T h e  
l e gs of  t h e t w o t hi e v es w er e  br o k e n,  b ut  
w h e n  t h e y c a m e  t o J es us t h e y s a w t h at t his 
w as  u n n e c ess ar y.

A p p ar e ntl y  t o m a k e  d o u bl y  s ur e  of  d e at h,  
t h e l e gi o n n air e dr o v e  His  l a n c e t hr o u g h t h e 
fift h i nt ers p a c e b et w e e n t h e ri bs, u p w ar d  
t hr o u g h t h e p eri c ar di u m  a n d  i nt o t h e h e art.  
T h e  3 4t h  v ers e  of  t h e 1 9t h  c h a pt er  of  t h e 
G os p el  a c c or di n g  t o St.  J o h n: u A n d  i m m e di
at el y  t h er e c a m e  o ut  bl o o d  a n d  w at er. "  T h us  
t h er e w as  a n  es c a p e  of  w at er y  fl ui d fr o m t h e 
s a c  s urr o u n di n g t h e h e art  a n d  bl o o d  fr o m t h e 
i nt eri or of  t h e h e art. W e,  t h er ef or e, h a v e  
r at h er c o n cl usi v e  p ost- m ort e m  e vi d e n c e  t h at 
O ur  L or d  di e d, n ot  t h e us u al cr u cifi xi o n  
d e at h  b y  s uff o c ati o n, b ut  of  h e art  f ail ur e d u e  
t o s h o c k a n d c o nstri cti o n of  t h e h e art  b y  
fl ui d i n t h e p eri c ar di u m.

T h us  w e  h a v e  s e e n a gli m ps e  of  t h e 
e pit o m e  of  e vil w hi c h  m a n  c a n e x hi bit t o
w ar d  m a n.  T his  is n ot  a  pr ett y  si g ht  a n d  is a pt  
t o l e a v e us  d es p o n d e nt  a n d  d e pr ess e d.  H o w  
gr at ef ul  w e  c a n  b e  t h at w e  h a v e  a  s e q u el: A  
gli m ps e  of  t h e i nfi nit e m er c y  of  G o d  t o w ar d 
m a n  —  t h e mir a cl e  of  t h e at o n e m e nt  a n d  t h e 
e x p e ct ati o n  of  E ast er  m or ni n g!  

It is n o w  al m ost  o v er  —  t h e l oss of  tiss u e 
fl ui ds h as r e a c h e d a criti c al l e v el —  t h e 
c o m pr ess e d h e art is str u g gli n g t o p u m p  
h e a v y,  t hi c k, sl u g gis h bl o o d  i nt o t h e tiss u es 
— t h e t ort ur e d l u n gs ar e m a ki n g  a fr a nti c 
eff ort t o g as p  i n s m all g ul ps  of  air. T h e  
m ar k e dl y  d e h y dr at e d  tiss u es s e n d  t h eir fl o o d 
of  sti m uli t o t h e br ai n.

J es us g as ps  His  fift h cr y, “ I t hirst.”
L et  us  r e m e m b er a n ot h er  v ers e  fr o m t h e 

pr o p h eti c  2 2 n d  Ps al m:  u M y  str e n gt h is dri e d  
u p  li k e a  p ots h er d;  a n d m y  t o n g u e cl e a v et h

p us h  Hi ms elf  u p  w ar d.  H a n gi n g  b y  His  ar ms,  
t h e p e ct or al  m us cl es  ar e p ar al y z e d  a n d t h e 
i nt er c ost al m us cl es  ar e  u n a bl e  t o a ct.  Air  c a n  
b e  dr a w n  i nt o t h e l u n gs, b ut  c a n n ot  b e  e x 
h al e d.  J es us fi g hts t o r ais e Hi ms elf  i n or d er  
t o g et  e v e n  o n e  s h ort br e at h.  Fi n all y,  c ar b o n  
di o xi d e  b uil ds  u p  i n t h e l u n gs a n d i n t h e 
bl o o dstr e a m  a n d t h e cr a m ps p arti all y  s u b
si d e. S p as m o di c all y,  H e  is a bl e t o p us h  
Hi ms elf  u p w ar d  t o e x h al e a n d bri n g  i n t h e 
lif e- gi vi n g o x y g e n.  It w as  u n d o u bt e dl y  d ur 
i n g t h es e p eri o ds  t h at H e  utt er e d  t h e s e v e n 
s h ort s e nt e n c es w hi c h  ar e r e c or d e d:

T h e  first, l o o ki n g d o w n  at t h e R o m a n  
s ol di ers t hr o wi n g di c e  f or His  s e a ml ess g ar 
m e nt,  u F at h er,  f or gi v e t h e m f or t h e y k n o w  
n ot  w h at  ( h e y d o. n

T h e  s e c o n d, t o t h e p e nit e nt  t hi ef, U I t ell 
y o u  t h e tr ut h t o d a y, y o u  will  b e  wit h  m e  i n 
p ar a dis e ?

T h e  t hir d, l o o ki n g d o w n  at t h e t errifi e d, 
■ P gri ef  stri c k e n, a d ol es c e nt  J o h n (t h e b el o v e d  

叩 osll e). H e  s ai d, u B e h ol d  t h y m ot h er, "  a n d  
l o o ki n g t o M ar y,  His  m ot h er,  “ W o m a n,  b e 
h ol d  t h y s o n. "

T h e  f o urt h cr y is fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  
t h e 2 2 n d  Ps al m,  “ M y  G o d,  m y  G o d,  w h y  
h ast  t h o u f ors a k e n m e ? "

H o urs  of  t his li mitl ess p ai n,  c y cl es of  
t wisti n g, j oi nt-r e n di n g cr a m ps,  i nt er mitt e nt 
p arti al  as p h y xi ati o n,  s e ari n g  p ai n  as  tiss u e is 
t o m fr o m His  l a c er at e d b a c k  as  H e  m o v es u p  
a n d d o w n  a g ai nst t h e r o u g h ti m b er; t h e n 
a n ot h er  a g o n y  b e gi ns,  a  d e e p  cr us hi n g  p ai n  
d e e p  i n t h e c h est  as  t h e p eri c ar di u m  sl o wl y 
fills wit h  s er u m a n d  b e gi ns  t o c o m pr ess  t h e 
h e art.

L et  us  r e m e m b er a g ai n t h e 2 2 n d  Ps al m  
(t h e 1 4t h  v ers e),  U I a m  p o ur e d o ut  li k e w at er,  
a n d  all  m y  b o n es  ar e  o ut  ofj oi nt;  m y  h e art  is 
li k e w a x;  it is m elt e d  i n t h e mi dst  of  m y  
b o w els. ”

t o m y  j a ws; a n d  t h o u h as  br o u g ht  m e  i nt o t h e 
d ust  of  d e at h. n

A  s p o n g e s o a k e d i n P os c a,  t h e c h e a p,  
s o ur wi n e  w hi c h  is t h e st a pl e dri n k  of  t h e 
R o m a n  l e gi o n n air es, is lift e d t o His  li ps. H e  
a p p ar e ntl y d o es n't  t a k e a n y of  t h e li q ui d. 
T h e  b o d y  of  J es us  is n o w  i n e xtr e mis,  a n d  H e  
c a n  f e el t h e c hill  of  d e at h  cr e e pi n g  t hr o u g h 
His  tiss u es. T his  r e ali z ati o n bri n gs  o ut  His  
si xt h w or ds  —  p ossi bl y  littl e m or e  t h a n a  
t ort ur e d w his p er.

“ Il is fi nis h e d ?
His  missi o n  of  at o n e m e nt  h as  b e e n  c o m 

pl et e d.  Fi n all y  H e  c a n  all o w  His  b o d y  t o di e.
Wit h  o n e  l ast s ur g e of  str e n gt h, H e  o n c e  

a g ai n  pr ess es  His  t o m f e et a g ai nst  t h e n ail,

O ur  L or d  di e d,  n ot  t h e 

us u al  cr u cifi xi o n  d e at h  of  

s uff o c ati o n, b ut  of  h e art  

f ail ur e d u e  t o s h o c k a n d  

c o nstri ci o n of  t h e h e art.



L ett er  t o t h e
Ar c h bis h o p  of  C a nt er b ur y

D e ar  Ar c h bi s h o p,
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I n a  cl a s s  o n  bi bli c al  e s c h at ol o g y  h er e  at  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e,  w e  u s e d  s e cti o n s  of  y o ur  m o st  i nt er e sti n g b o o k  

I B eli e v e  i n M a n.  I w o n d er e d  w h et h er  I mi g ht  b e  p er mitt e d  t o r efl e ct o n  a  c o u pl e  of  p oi nt s  y o u  r ai s e d i n y o ur  l a st 

c h a pt er,  “T h e  D e sti n y  of  M a n. ”

A s  o n e  b or n  a n d  br e d  i n t h e C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d,  a n d  h a vi n g  u g o n e  b a c k  t o s c h o ol"  ( a s A m eri c a n s  s a y)  t o g el  

a  d e gr e e  i n t h e ol o g y a n d  t h e n t o t e a c h i n a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  si n c e  1 9 8 1, 1  n o w  r e ali z e t h at 1  e arli er  h a d  o nl y  t h e v a g u e st  

n oti o n  of  t h e v ari o u s  o pti o n s  i n e s c h at ol o g y.

F oll o wi n g  t h e e x c ell e nt  w or k  of  t h e bi bli c al  t h e ol o gi a n s of  t h e 6 0 s  ( Al a n Ri c h ar d s o n  w a s  p arti c ul arl y  h el pf ul),  

1  a m  n o w  f ull y c o n vi n c e d  t h at, a s  y o u  s a y,  " m a n i s b y  n at ur e  m ort al"  ( p. 1 6 3),  t h at “t h e a n ci e nt  Gr e e k  c o n c e pt  of  

t h e i m m ort alit y of  t h e s o ul  i s at  c o m pl et e  v ari a n c e  wit h  t h e i d e a of  t h e r e s urr e cti o nn  ( p. 1 6 7),  l h at u it i s i m p o s si bl e 

t o c o n c ei v e  of  p er s o n alit y  or  t h e s elf  e xi sti n g  wit h o ut  a  b o d y"  ( p. 1 6 7),  a n d  t h at u a  b o d y-l e s s  s o ul  i s t h er ef or e ali e n  

t o t h e C hri sti a n  f ait h.”

If a s  y o u  f urt h er st al e,  u w e  [ C hri sti a n s] d o  n ot  st e p  o ut  wit h  t h e i m m at eri ali st w h o  p o st ul at e s  a n  i m m at eri al s o ul  

o v er  a n d  a b o v e  hi s  p h y si c al  b o d y, ” w h y  i s it t h at t h e a v er a g e  C h ur c h  of  E n gl a n d  c h ur c h g o er  ( a n d m e m b er s  of  t h e 

m ai nli n e  d e n o mi n ati o n s  i n g e n er al)  d o e s  i n f a ct b eli e v e  i n j u st s u c h  a  s ur vi vi n g  s o ul,  b a s e d  o n  w h at  i s t h e cl e ar  

i m pli c ati o n of  f u n er al s er m o n s  a n d  w h at  a p p e ar s  t o b e  t h e a c c e pt e d  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g st  l h e cl er g y ?

If “it i s a  f al s e tr ail t o l o o k wit hi n  t h e h u m a n  b o d y  f or a n  i m m ort al ' s o ul,' mi n d  or  r e si d u al s elf  w hi c h  s o m e h o w  

s ur vi v e s  t h e d e str u cti o n  of  t h e fl e s hn  ( p p. 1 7 2, 1 7 3),  mi g ht  it b e  p o s si bl e  t o i niti at e (i n t hi s d e c a d e  of  e v a n g eli s m)  

a n  e x citi n g  r et ur n t o bi bli c al  t e a c hi n g o n  t hi s f u n d a m e nt al q u e sti o n  of  t h e n at ur e  of  m a n,  d e at h  a n d  h o p e ?  S ur el y  

a  m or e  vi g or o u s  C hri sti a nit y  w o ul d  r e s ult fr o m a  cl e ar  vi e w  of  t h e f ut ur e, a s  t h e Bi bl e  pr e s e nt s  it. B y  a s s erti n g  t h e 

h o p e  of  r e s urr e cti o n of  t h e w h ol e  p er s o n  a n d  of  all  t h e f ait hf ul at  C hri st' s  r et ur n ( 1 C or.  1 5: 2 3),  w e  w o ul d  

i m m e di at el y bri n g  u n d er st a n di n g  t o o ur  p er s o n al  Bi bl e  st u d y  a n d  e nj o y  t h e i m m e n s e a d v a nt a g e  of  r efl e cti n g l h e 

v oi c e  of  l h e a p o stl e s.  T h o u g h  t h e c or p or at e  r e s urr e cti o n of  t h e f ait hf ul i s cl e arl y  l ai d o ut  i n I C ori nt hi a n s  1 5  a n d  

1 T h e s s al o ni a n s  4,  m a n y  r e a d t h e s e p a s s a g e s  ( a n d h e ar  t h e m pr e a c h e d  at  f u n er al s) i n t h e c o nf u si n g  s h a d o w  of  a  

pr e c o n c ei v e d  n oti o n  t h at t h e i n di vi d u af s m o m e nt  of  d e at h  i s t h e i n st a nt of  i m m e di at e c o n s ci o u s  gl or y  i n h e a v e n.

F ar  o ut w ei g hi n g  t h e m o m e nt  of  d e at h  i s t h e h o p e  f or t h e c o mi n g  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  e art h  a n d  t h e 

r e s urr e cti o n w hi c h  i ntr o d u c e s it. T hi s  vi e w  of  t h e f ut ur e p er v a d e s  b ot h  T e st a m e nt s.



Y o urs  si n c er el y i n H o p e,

Sir  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d,  Bt.,  M A  ( O x o n), M A  T h

A P RI L,  M A Y  1 9 9 6 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D1 1

Y o u  o bs er v e  w h at  I t hi n k m a n y  of  us  c a n  c o nfir m  t h at “ s er m o ns a n d  t al ks o n  es c h at ol o g y  ar e  r ar e i n d e e d i n 

C hristi a n  c o n gr e g ati o ns ” ( p. 1 7 7).  T his  m ust  b e  b e c a us e  o ur  a c c e pt e d  tr a diti o n al t e a c hi n g c o nf us es  t h e w h ol e  

iss u e b y  s p e a ki n g of  “ s o uls " d e p arti n g  t h eir b o di es  at  d e at h.  T his  m ust  l e a d t o a  l oss of  t h e c e ntr al  N T  t e a c hi n g 

o n  r es urr e cti o n fr o m H a d es  as  t h e o nl y  w a y  o ut  of  d e at h.  T h e  G o d  of  t h e Bi bl e  is o n e  w h o  " bri n gs  d o w n  t o t h e 

gr a v e  a n d  r ais es u p. n  B ull  s e e m e d i n t h os e e arl y  d a ys  t o b e  pr es e nt e d  wit h  a  pr os p e ct  of  g oi n g  u p  wit h o ut  h a vi n g  

t o g o  d o w n  at  all!  J es us  e m er g e d  fr o m t h e u h e art  of  t h e e art h "  or  H a d es  o nl y  vi a  r es urr e cti o n. A n d  His  e x p eri e n c e  

is t h e m o d el  f or o ur  o w n  e x p e ct ati o n.

A n  a p p e al  f or a  r ef or m of  b asi c  C hristi a n  t hi n ki n g al o n g  t h es e li n es is n ot hi n g  n e w.  T h e  r e p ort i n m e m or y  

of  Ar c h bis h o p  T e m pl e,  " T o w ar ds  t h e C o n v ersi o n  of  E n gl a n d "  of  1 9 4 5,  c o nt ai n e d  i n s e cti o n  5 3  t h e ass erti o n  t h at 

"t h e i d e a of  t h e i n h er e nt i n d estr u cti bilit y of  t h e h u m a n  s o ul ( or c o ns ci o us n ess)  o w es  its ori gi n  t o Gr e e k,  n ot  t o 

Bi bl e,  s o ur c es. " It s e e ms t o m e  t h at s o f ar w e  h a v e  m er el y  t al k e d a b o ut  t h e bi bli c al  vi e w  of  d e at h,  N ot hi n g  h as  

b e e n  a c hi e v e d  i n t er ns of  a  r e v ol uti o n of  t h o u g ht t o bri n g  p ul pit  a n d  p e w  i nt o li n e wit h  t h e H e br ai c  bi bli c al  vi e w  

of  m a n  as  a  u nit y  i n n e e d  of  r es urr e cti o n fr o m d e at h,  n ot  s ur vi v al of  d e at h.  It is n ot  s ur pri zi n g  t h at es c h at ol o g y  

is n ot  a  vit al  s u bj e ct i n t h e c h ur c h  w h e n  o ur  o w n  t e a c hi n g a b o ut  s ur vi vi n g dis e m b o di e d  s o uls h as  m a d e  t h e N T  

s o diffi c ult  t o u n d erst a n d.  T h e  gr e at  virt u e  of  H o p e  is u n d er mi n e d  if n ot  a b a n d o n e d  w h e n  w e  d o  n ot  s h ar e t h e 

cl e ar  e x p e ct ati o n  of  J es us a n d  t h e e arl y  c h ur c h  of  a  f ut ur e, c or p or at e  “ a w a k e ni n g ”  fr o m d e at h.

I writ e  as  o n e  br o u g ht  u p  i n t h e A n gli c a n  c o m m u nit y  w h o  w as  n ot  e x p os e d  t o bi bli c al  t e a c hi n g i n a n y  d e pt h  

u ntil  m y  2 0s.  W h at  h as  b e e n  s u c h a  c o mf ort  t o m e  is a  cl e ar  vi e w  of  t h e d esti n y  of  m a n  as  n e e di n g  t o b e  r es urr e ct e d 

fr o m d e at h  a n d  of  t h at r es urr e cti o n b ei n g  a n  e v e nt  of  t h e es c h at ol o gi c al  f ut ur e. T h e  w h ol e  m att er  of  t h e P ar o usi a  

is br o u g ht  i nt o f o c us w h e n  w e  a b a n d o n  t h e f als e n oti o n  t h at t h e d e a d  s ur vi v e i m m e di at el y. Tr a diti o n al  t e a c hi n g 

(t o w hi c h  T y n d al e  als o  o bj e ct e d)  c h a n g es  t h e Bi bl e's  i nsist e n c e t h at r es urr e cti o n is ess e nti al  f or t h e g ai ni n g  of  

i m m ort alit y.

T h a n k  y o u  a g ai n  f or y o ur  e n c o ur a gi n g  t e a c hi n g a b o ut  t h e m ort alit y  of  m a n.  O ur  pr a y er  is t h at a  c a m p ai g n  

mi g ht  b e  l a u n c h e d s o t h at t h e d esir es  of  t h e 1 9 4 5  c o m mitt e e  a n d  t h e wis d o m  of  t h e Bi bl e  t h e ol o gi a ns mi g ht  b e ar  

fr uit i n t h e li v es of  m a n y  i n E n gl a n d  a n d  t h e C hristi a n  W est.



T h e  N e ws  B e hi n d  t h e N e ws

U nit e d  St at es  N ati o n al  D e bt

M or e  t h a n e v er,

w er e  c o n vi n c e d
p a yi n g  i nt er est o n  t h e

w e  will  s e e o ur

▲  ▲ ▲ ▲  ▲ ▲▲
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c o u ntr y 怎  m or als  

d et eri or ati n g ...

G o d's  N e ws  Pr e di cti o n  —  
M or al  Si n k h ol e  i n t h e U S A

M or e  t h a n e v er,  w e'r e  c o n vi n c e d  
w e  will  s e e o ur  c o u ntr y's m or als  
d et eri or ati n g,  s o t h at w e  mi g ht  c o n 

si d er gi vi n g  u p  o ur  t el e visi o n s ets b e c a us e  
pr o gr a ms  will  b e c o m e  s o i m m or al.

O n e  n et w or k  pr o gr a m r e c e ntl y f e at ur e d a  
cli p fr o m t h e a ctr ess w h o  e ar n e d a c cl ai m  
fr o m m o vi es  li k e M at y  P o p pi ns  a n d T h e  
S o u n d  of  M usi c.  J uli e A n dr e ws  s ai d s h e h as  
i nt e nti o n all y s et o ut  t o d estr o y  h er  i m a g e as  
a m or al  d e c e nt  c h ar a ct er. I n a s c e n e fr o m 
a n ot h er  m o vi e  s h e w as  s e e n ri p pi n g off  t h e 
fr o nt of h er dr essj e a vi n g  p art  of  h er a n at o m y  
e x p os e d.

Pr o ct er  &  G a m bl e,  t h e n ati o n's  l ar g est 
a d v ertis er, s ai d it h as t a k e n a ds off  t al k 
s h o ws b e c a us e  t h e y h a v e  b e c o m e  t o o r a u n
c h y. A n d  t h e tr e n d c a n b e  e x p e ct e d  t o c o n 
ti n u e, wit h  n u dit y  s h o w n i n cr e asi n gl y o n  T V  
a n d m o vi e  s cr e e n.

B y  t a p pi n g a  f e w k e ys  o n  his  c o m p ut er,  a  
1 5- y e ar- ol d  is a bl e  t o bri n g  u p  m or e  gr a p hi c  
s e x u al i m a g es t h a n ar e f o u n d o n  a n e ws 
st a n d st o c k e d wit h  a d ult  m a g a zi n es.  T his  is 
t h e a g e t o w hi c h  w e  h a v e  c o m e —  wit h  
a c c ess  t o 3, 0 0 0  r a z or s h ar p i m a g es of  n u d e  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n,  gr a p hi c  s e x, a n d  i n d es cri b
a bl e a cts.

S ur el y  t h e d a ys  of  S o d o m  a n d  G o m orr a h  
ar e u p o n  us,  a n d w e  pr e di ct  o ur  L or d  will  
s o o n a p p e ar,  f or u as  it w as  i n t h e d a ys  of  L ot;  
t h e y di d  e at, t h e y dr a n k,  t h e y b o u g ht,  t h e y 
s ol d, t h e y pl a nt e d,  t h e y b uil d e d. B ui  t h e 
s a m e d a y  t h at L ot  w e nt  o ut  of  S o d o m  it 
r ai n e d fir e a n d  bri mst o n e  fr o m h e a v e n,  a n d  
d estr o y e d  t h e m all. E v e n  t h us s h all it b e  i n 
t h e d a y  w h e n  t h e S o n  of  m a n  is r e v e al e d " 
( L u k e 1 7: 2 8- 3 0).  '

U. S.  N e ws  &  W orl d  R e p ort  ( 1 1- 2 7- 9 5) 
c alls  att e nti o n  t o t h e n ati o n al  d e bt,  w hi c h  is 
pili n g  u p  i n t h e a m o u nt  of  $ 1 trilli o n e v er y  
f o ur y e ars.  W e  ar e  
n ati o n al  d e bt  at  t h e r at e of  $ 1  billi o n  d oll ars  
a  d a y.

O n c e  a n ati o n  h as  r e a c h e d o ur  pr es e nt  
i n d e bt e d n ess, n o  r e ci pi e nt of  s o ci ali z e d  m e di 
ci n e  w a nts  t o gi v e  u p  all  t h e b e n efits  h e  h as  
k n o w n  a n d  s urr e n d er  t o t h e a ust er e  m e as ur es  
n e c essit at e d  b y  a  b al a n c e d  b u d g et.

Alr e a d y,  h e ar  t h e Pr esi d e nt  s a y, u T his  
b u d g et  will  m e a n  dirti er  w at er,  m or e  s m o g, 
m or e  ill n ess, a n d a di mi nis h e d  q u alit y  of  

lif e. " I nst e a d of b ei n g  tr ut hf ul a n d  
r el ati n g t h e q u a n d ar y  w e  ar e i n, 

p Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  is m er el y  off er 
i n g f als e h o p es.  H e  p ortr a ys  t h os e 
c alli n g  f or c ut b a c ks  as  w a nti n g  t o 
all o w  m or e  ars e ni c  i n o ur  dri n k 
i n g w at er  a n d  r a w s e w a g e o n  o ur  

b e a c h es.
T h es e  ar e  a  f e w of  t h e si g ns  w hi c h  

r e v e al t h e dil e m m a  i nt o w hi c h  w e  
h a v e  f all e n.

M O D E Wf y



B e  C ar ef ul  W h at  Y o u  Pr a y  F or

W e d n es d a y  e v e ni n gs. S o m e  of  t h es e

B y  M eliss a  L e e,  A B C  fr es h m a n fr o m H a m m o n d,  L A
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W e  pr e di ct  m or e  a cti o n will  b e  t a k e n b y  c h ur c h es w hi c h  ar e  
s e e ki n g t o pr ot e ct  t h eir y o u n g  p e o pl e fr o m t h e e n vir o n m e nt of  
wi c k e d n ess  ( h at s urr o u n ds t h e m. W e  ar e r e mi n d e d of  t h e w or ds  of  
o ur  L or d  w h o  e x cl ai m e d,  u B e c a us e  i ni q uit y s h all a b o u n d,  t h e l o v e of  
m a n y  s h all w a x  c ol d " ( M att. 2 4: 1 2).  W e  l a m e nt t h e c o n diti o n of  
l u k e w ar m, L a o di c e a n  b eli e v ers,  b ut  t hi n k of  w a xi n g  c ol d!

T V  a n d  Fili n  I n d ustr y —  
H oll y w o o d's  P ois o n  Pill

— S u b mitt e d  b y  Ri c h ar d  K.  S mit h.  P er missi o n  t o r e pri nt gr a nt e d  fr o m 
G o d's  N e ws  B e hi n d  t h e N e ws,  B o x  1 0 4 7 5,  St.  P et ers b ur g,  F L  3 3 7 3 3.

I h a v e  l e ar n e d fr o m t h e m t h at lif e is n e v er  a  b e d  of  r os es, a n d  t h at 
n o  m att er  h o w  b a d  y o u  t hi n k y o ur  pr o bl e ms  ar e,  t h er e is s o m e o n e  els e  
f ar w ors e  off  t h a n y o urs elf.  It h as  al w a ys  b e e n  m y  dr e a m  t o b e c o m e  
a  missi o n ar y,  b ut  ri g ht n o w  I f e el t h at m y  missi o n  is ri g ht h er e.

T h es e  c hil dr e n  n e e d  m e  a n d  I n e e d  t h e m, t o o! I n e e d  t h e m t o h el p  
k e e p  m e  f o c us e d o n  h o w  m u c h  p e o pl e  r e all y n e e d  t h e L or d.  T h es e  
c hil dr e n  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  gr e at  bl essi n g  t o m e,  i n s u c h a  s h ort ti m e. 
T h e y  t e a c h m e  n e w  t hi n gs r e g ul arl y.

S o  if y o u  w a nt  a  pr a y er  a ns w er e d,  b e  c ar ef ul  w h at  y o u  pr a y  f or! 
F or  if y o u  ar e  n ot  willi n g  t o p ut  1 1 0 %  —  or  y o ur  w h ol e  h e art  —  i nt o 
it, t h e n s h o ul d y o u  r e all y pr a y  f or it i n t h e first pl a c e ?  Y o u  will  g et  
w h at  y o u  pr a y  f or. L o o k  at  m e,  I' m li vi n g pr o of!

I t h a n k y o u, F at h er,  f or a ns w er e d  pr a y ers!  Pl e as e  c o nti n u e  t o pr a y  
f or t his a n d  t h e ot h er  mi nistri es  t h at w e,  t h e A B C  st u d e nts a n d  st aff, 
p arti ci p at e  i n. Pr a y  t h at all s h all s e e t h e gl or y  of  G o d  t hr o u g h o ur  
d e e ds!  G o d's  ri c h est bl essi n g  o n  y o u.  

H o w  n e e df ul  t o t ur n t o t h e W or d  of  G o d  f or i nstr u cti o n s u c h as  
P a ul  g a v e  y o u n g  Ti m ot h y:  " Fl e e als o y o ut hf ul  l usts: b ut  f oll o w 
ri g ht e o us n ess, f ait h, c h arit y,  p e a c e,  wit h  t h e m t h at c all  o n  t h e L or d  
o ut  of  a  p ur e  h e art "  ( 2 Ti m.  2: 2 2).  u F or  all  t h at is i n t h e w orl d,  t h e l ust 
of  t h e fl es h, a n d  t h e l ust of  t h e e y es,  a n d  t h e pri d e  of  lif e, is n ot  of  t h e 
F at h er,  b ut  is of  t h e w orl d ”  ( 1 J o h n 2: 1 6).

Wit h  c o n d o ms  b ei n g  p ass e d  o ut  i n o ur  p u bli c  s c h o ols, w e  n e e d  t o 
e m p h asi z e  1 C ori nt hi a ns  6: 9- 1 0,  “ K n o w  y e  n ot  t h at t h e u nri g ht e o us  
s h all n ot  i n h erit t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d ?  B e  n ot  d e c ei v e d:  n eit h er ... 
a b us ers  of  t h e ms el v es wit h  m a n ki n d,  n or  t hi e v es, n or  c o v et o us,  n or  
dr u n k ar ds,  n orr e vil ers,  n or  e xt orti o n ers,  s h all  i n h erit t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d. ”

T el e visi o n,  fil ms, a n d  c o m p ut er  b ull eti n  b o ar ds  ar e  p a c k e d  wit h  
p or n o gr a p h y  —  a n i n dis p ut a bl e i n di c at or of  a c ult ur e i n st e e p 
d e cli n e. 

U S A  T o d a y  (J ul y 2 8t h,  1 9 9 5)  c arri e d  t h es e b ol d  h e a dli n es:  u N et-  
w or ks  T ur n  U p  V ol u m e  o n  W or ds "  a n d  " Br e ast  J o k es Will  B e  F o u n d  
i n A b u n d a n c e/ *  al o n g  wit h  u C o urt  N arr o ws  Ti m es  I n d e c e nt S h o ws  
C a n  Air n !

As  w e  c o m e cl os er t o 2 0 0 0  A. D.  w e  c a n e x p e ct a c a mi v al  
at m os p h er e  t o pr e v ail,  wit h  a  h atr e d  d e v el o pi n g  f or t h os e w h o  tr y t o 
st o p er oti c s e x a n d s a disti c vi ol e n c e.

I n S cri pt ur e  t h e L or d  s a ys, “ As k  a n d  it s h all b e  gi v e n, n  b ut  w h at  
h a p p e ns  w h e n  it is gi v e n ?  F or  m e  J  as k e d  t h e L or d  t o s e n d m e  w h er e  
I w as  n e e d e d,  a n d t o gr a nt  m e  p ati e n c e,  b ut  I di d n't  t hi n k it w o ul d  
h a p p e n  t his q ui c kl y!  B ut,  h er e  I a m at  A B C,  at  N e w  Fri e n ds  Bi bl e  
C h ur c h,  a n d w or ki n g  wit h  t h e F ast  F or w ar d  y o ut h mi nistr y  o n  
W e d n es d a y  e v e ni n gs.

F or  t h os e of  y o u  w h o  ar e n ot  f a mili ar wit h  t his pr o gr a m,  l et m e  
off er  y o u  a  bri ef  e x pl a n ati o n.  W e  t a k e i n t h e n ei g h b or h o o d  c hil dr e n  
f or s u p p er a n d cl ass es o n
c hil dr e n  c o m e  wit h  a  mi ni m al  a m o u nt  of  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  C hrist,  b ut  
t h e m aj orit y  j ust k n o w  w h at  t h e y l e ar n h er e.  T h e y  c o m e fr o m all  
diff er e nt  t y p es of  f a mil y b a c k gr o u n ds,  a n d  diffi c ult  sit u ati o ns.

S o m eti m es  I f e el t h at w e  ar e  m a ki n g  n o  pr o gr ess  w h ats o e v er,  b ut  
t h e n o n e  of  t h e m will  s a y s o m et hi n g t h at m a k es  m e  t hi n k t h at t h er e 
is a  br e a kt hr o u g h!  S o m eti m es  t hi n gs g o  w ell,  a n d s o m eti m es t h e y 
d o n't.  S o m e  d a ys  I w a nt  t o t e ar m y  h air  o ut  b y  t h e r o ots, or  j ust g o  
h o m e  a n d  cr y. T h e n  s o m e d a ys  I c a n *t b eli e v e  w h at  I s e e a n d  h e ar  
fr o m t h es e c hil dr e n!
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J A  T  
Gr o wt h

p o w er  a n d  vi ct or y  

of His

J er e mi a h 1 0: 6  pl ai nl y  st at es, a n d  ot h er  p as 

s a g es  c o nfir m,  t h at u l h e n a m e "  is i n d e e d mi g ht y  

i n p o w er.  I n I S a m u el  1 7  w e  h a v e  t h e st or y of  

D a vi d  a n d  G oli at h.  D a vi d  c o m es  a g ai nst  G oli at h  

i n t h e n a m e  oft h e L o R D ： u b utI  c o m e  a g ai nst  y o u  

i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  Al mi g ht y,  t h e G o d  of  

t h e ar mi es  of  Isr a el " ( v. 4 5).  I n t h e p o w er  of  t h e 

n a m e  of  G o d  D a vi d  d ef e at e d  G oli at h,  w hi c h  l e d 

t o t h e d ef e at  of  t h e e ntir e  P hilisti n e  ar m y.  S e c 

o n d  C hr o ni cl es  1 4  gi v es  us  a n oi h er e x a m pl e  of  

t h e p o w er  i n u t h e n a m e. "  Ki n g  As a  of  J u d a h  w as  

b ei n g  c o nfr o nt e d  b y  Z er a h  t h e C us hit e  a n d  u a  

v ast  ar m y/'  Ki n g  As a  k n e w  h e  w as  o ut- m a n n e d  

a n d  o ut- e q ui p p e d,  b ut  h e  als o  k n e w  t h al his  G o d  

w as  m or e  p o w erf ul  t h a n t h e e ntir e  C us hit e  ar m y  
(r e a d his  pr a y er  i n 2  C hr o n.  1 4: 1 1).  “ S u c h  a  

gr e at  n u m b er of  C us hit es  f ell t h al t h e y c o ul d  n ot  

r e c o v er; t h e y w er e  cr us h e d ”  ( 2 C hr o n.  1 4: 1 3).  

T his  s a m e p o w er-fill e d,  vi ct ori o us  lif est yl e is 

e c h o e d  i n Ps al ms  4 4: 5- 8  a n d 1 1 8: 1 0- 1 2.

W h er e  h as  t h at p o w er  g o n e ?  W h y  d o n't  w e  
a ct i n t h at p o w er  t o d a y ? T h ai  p o w er  is still 

a v ail a bl e.  G o d  h as  n ot  c h a n g e d  (J a m es 1: 1 7 b);  
h a v e  w e ?  W e  n o  l o n g er r e c o g ni z e t h at t his 

p o w er  is o urs,  b ut  G o d  w a nts  us  t o li v e i n vi ct or y  
a n d  p o w er  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 7;  I J o h n  5: 4).  T h er e  ar e  
t w o st e ps  w e  m ust  f oll o w. T h e  first st e p,  as  w e  

h a v e  s h o w n, is t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e n a m e  h as  
p o w er.

T h e  s e c o n d  st e p is t o r e c o g ni z e a n d  a c c e pt  

t h at o ur  s al v ati o n is i n u t h e n a m e. "  I n Ps al m  
5 4: 1  D a vi d  cri es  t h at his  s al v ati o n is f o u n d i n 

G o d's  n a m e.  J o e! 2: 3 2  s a ys, “ A n d  e v er y o n e  
w h o  c alls o n  t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  will  b e  

s a v e d. "  A n dJ es us  e c h o es  t his t o His  dis ci pl es  i n 

t h e Gr e al  C o m missi o n:  * * g o  a n d  m a k e  dis ci pl es

H E N  Y O U  K N O W  s o m e o n e's 

n a m e,  y o u  h a v e  a c c ess  t o a  c er 

t ai n d e gr e e  of  p o w er.  Y o u  h a v e  

i n v est e d ti m e a n d  i nt er est i n r e m e m b eri n g l h eir 

n a m e,  e ar ni n g y o urs elf  a c ert ai n a m o u nt of  

r es p e ct. Y o u  h a v e  t h e p o w er  t o c all a cr oss a  

cr o w d e d  r o o m a n d  g et  t h eir att e nti o n.  W h e n  w e  

i n v est li m e i n k n o wi n g  G o d's  n a m e  a n d t h e 

p ot e nti al  w e  h a v e  t hr o u g h t h at n a m e,  w e  will  b e  

bl ess e d.  G o d's  n a m e  is p o w er  a n d  w e  as  c hil 

dr e n  of  G o d  h a v e  a c c ess  t o t h at p o w er.  u N o  o n e  

is li k e y o u,  0  L o r d ; y o u  ar e  gr e at,  a n d y o ur  

n a m e  is mi g ht y  i n p o w er'  (J er. 1 0: 6).

G o d's  n a m e  is mi g ht y  i n p o w er!  J er e mi a h 
c o ul d o nl y  a c c o m plis h  his  pr o p h e c y  t hr o u g h 
t h e p o w er  of  t h e n a m e  of  G o d.  J er e mi a h w as  

e q ui p p e d or  e m p o w er e d t o a c c o m plis h his  
pr e a c hi n g  a n d  t e a c hi n g. I n J er e mi a h 1: 1 8  G o d  

r e ass ur es J er e mi a h  t h at ̂ o d a y  I h a v e  m a d e  y o u  

a  f ortifi e d cit y,  a n  ir o n pill ar  a n d  a  br o n z e  w all  

t o st a n d a g ai nst t h e w h ol e  l a n d. " I n f a ct, 
J er e mi a h's  n a m e  m e a ns  "t h e  L o r d  e x alts "  or  t h e 

L o r d  e m p o w ers,  r ais es o n  hi g h,  el e v at es,  lifts 
u p  or  gl orifi es.  I n E x o d us  2 3 : 21 w e  s e e  l h at “ t h e 

N a m e "  is i n d w elli n g: "si n c e m y  N a m e  is i n 
hi m. "  T h e  p o w er  of  t h e n a m e  is i n d w elli n g.

Fr o m  e arl y  o n  i n G e n esis  w e  s e e  r ef er e n c es 

t o “ t h e n a m e  of  G o d ”  or  "t h e  n a m e  of  t h e L o R D.”  

R e p e at e dl y  t hr o u g h o ut G e n esis  w e  s e e G o d's  

s er v a nts  c alli n g  o n  "t h e  n a m e. ”  E v er y  o n e  of  t h e 

T e n  C o m m a n d m e nts  s p e a ks  of  t h e si g n  ifi c a n c e 
of  "t h e  n a m e. ”  " Y o u  s h all  n o/  mis us e  t h e n a m e  

of  t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d n  ( E x. 2 0: 7).  T hr o u g h o ut  
t h e r e m ai n d er of  t h e P e nt at e u c h  a n d i nt o 2  

C hr o ni cl es  w e  s e e  t h e i m p ort a n c e of a d w elli n g 
pl a c e  f or u t h e n a m e. M
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p o w er  a n d  vi ct or y  

of  His  n a m e.

T A  I
Gr o wt h

H E N  Y O U  K N O W  s o m e o n e's 

n a m e,  y o u  h a v e  a c c ess  t o a  c er 

t ai n d e gr e e  of  p o w er.  Y o u  h a v e  

i n v est e d ti m e a n d  i nt er est i n r e m e m b eri n g t h eir 

n a m e,  e ar ni n g y o urs elf  a c ert ai n a m o u nt of  
r es p e ct. Y o u  h a v e  t h e p o w er  t o c all a cr oss  a  

cr o w d e d  r o o m a n d  g ett h eir att e nti o n.  W h e n  w e  
i n v est ti m e i n k n o wi n g  G o d's  n a m e  a n d t h e 

p ot e nti al  w e  h a v e  t hr o u g h t h at n a m e,  w e  will  b e  

bl ess e d.  G o d's  n a m e  is p o w er  a n d  w e  as  c hil 

dr e n  of  G o d  h a v e  a c c ess  t o t h at p o w er,  " N o  o n e  
is li k e y o u,  0  L o r d ; y o u  ar e  gr e at,  a n d y o ur  

n a m e  is mi g ht y  i n p o w er'  (J er. 1 0: 6).

G o d's  n a m e  is mi g ht y  i n p o w er!  J er e mi a h 

c o ul d o nl y  a c c o m plis h  his  pr o p h e c y  t hr o u g h 
t h e p o w er  of  t h e n a m e  of  G o d.  J er e mi a h w as  

e q ui p p e d or  e m p o w er e d t o a c c o m plis h his  
pr e a c hi n g  a n d  t e a c hi n g. I n J er e mi a h 1: 1 8  G o d  

r e ass ur es J er e mi a h  t h at ' T o d a y I h a v e  m a d e  y o u  

a  f ortifi e d cit y,  a n  ir o n pill ar  a n d  a  br o n z e  w all  

t o st a n d a g ai nst t h e w h ol e  l a n d. " I n f a ct, 
J er e mi a h's  n a m e  m e a ns  u l h e L o r d  e x alts "  or  t h e 

L o r d  e m p o w ers,  r ais es o n  hi g h,  el e v at es,  lifts 
u p  or  gl orifi es.  I n E x o d us  2 3: 2 1  w e  s e e  t h at u t h e 

N a m e "  is i n d w elli n g: "si n c e m y  N a m e  is i n 
hi m. ”  T h e  p o w er  of  t h e n a m e  is i n d w elli n g.

Fr o m  e arl y  o n  i n G e n esis  w e  s e e  r ef er e n c es 
t o “ t h e n a m e  of  G o d ”  or  “ t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o R D ? 

R e p e at e dl y  t hr o u g h o ut G e n esis  w e  s e e G o d's  
s er v a nts  c alli n g  o n  "t h e  n a m e ?  E v er y  o n e  of  t h e 

T e n  C o m m a n d m e nts  s p e a ks  of  t h e si g nifi c a n c e 
of  “ t h e n a m e. "  " Y o u  s h all mf  mis us e  t h e n a m e  

of  t h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d n  ( E x. 2 0: 7).  T hr o u g h o ut  
t h e r e m ai n d er of  t h e P e nt at e u c h  a n d i nt o 2  

C hr o ni cl es  w e  s e e  t h e i m p ort a n c e of  a d w elli n g  
pl a c e  f or u t h e n a m e. n

J er e mi a h 1 0: 6  pl ai nl y  st at es, a n d  ot h er  p as 

s a g es  c o nfir m,  t h at u l h e n a m e n  is i n d e e d mi g ht y  

i n p o w er.  I n I S a m u el  1 7  w e  h a v e  t h e st or y of  

D a vi d  a n d  G oli at h.  D a vi d  c o m es  a g ai nst  G oli at h  

i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o R D： u b utI c o m e  a g ai nst  y o u  

i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  Al mi g ht y,  t h e G o d  of  

t h e ar mi es  of  Isr a el " ( v. 4 5).  I n t h e p o w er  of  t h e 

n a m e  of  G o d  D a vi d  d ef e at e d  G oli at h,  w hi c h  l e d 

t o t h e d ef e at  of  t h e e ntir e  P hilisti n e  ar m y.  S e c 

o n d  C hr o ni cl es  1 4  gi v es  us  a n ot h er  e x a m pl e  of  

t h e p o w er  i n u t h e n a m e. "  Ki n g  As a  of  J u d a h  w as  

b ei n g  c o nfr o nt e d  b y  Z er a h  t h e C us hit e  a n d  “ a  

v ast  ar m y/ *  Ki n g  As a  k n e w  h e  w as  o ui- m a n n e d  

a n d  o ul- e q ui p p e d,  b ut  h e  als o  k n e w  t h at his  G o d  
w as  m or e  p o w erf ul  t h a n t h e e ntir e  C us hit e  ar m y  

(r e a d his  pr a y er  i n 2  C hr o n.  1 4: 1 1).  “ S u c h  a  

gr e at  n u m b er  of  C us hit es  f ell t h at t h e y c o ul d  n ot  

r e c o v er; t h e y w er e  cr us h e d "  ( 2 C hr o n.  1 4: 1 3).  

T his  s a m e p o w er-fill e d,  vi ct ori o us  lif est yl e is 

e c h o e d  i n Ps al ms  4 4: 5- 8  a n d 1 1 8: 1 0- 1 2.

W h er e  h as  t h at p o w er  g o n e ?  W h y  d o n't  w e  
a ct i n t h at p o w er  t o d a y ? T h at  p o w er  is still 

a v ail a bl e.  G o d  h as  n ot  c h a n g e d  (J a m es 1: 1 7 b);  
h a v e  w e ?  W e  n o  l o n g er r e c o g ni z e t h at t his 

p o w er  is o urs,  b ut  G o d  w a nts  us  t o li v e i n vi ct or y  
a n d  p o w er  ( 1 C or.  1 5: 5 7;  1 J o h n  5: 4).  T h er e  ar e  

t w o st e ps  w e  m ust  f oll o w. T h e  first st e p, as  w e  

h a v e  s h o w n, is t o b eli e v e  t h at t h e n a m e  h as  
p o w er.

T h e  s e c o n d st e p is t o r e c o g ni z e a n d  a c c e pt  

t h at o ur  s al v ati o n is i n "t h e  n a m e ?  I n Ps al m  
5 4: 1  D a vi d  cri es  t h at his  s al v ati o n is f o u n d i n 

G o d's  n a m e.  J o el 2: 3 2  s a ys, " A n d e v er y o n e  
w h o  c alls o n  t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  will  b e  

s a v e d ?  A n d  J es us  e c h o es  t his t o His  dis ci pl es  i n 

t h e Gr e at  C o m missi o n:  * * g o  a n d  m a k e  dis ci pl es
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H E  U NI T Y  O F  G O D,  A S  O N E  i n di vi d u al p ers o n,  is 
d e n ot e d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e Bi bl e  b y  t h e al m ost  c o nst a nt  us e  
of si n g ul ar pr o n o u ns, w h e n e v er  a n y t h o u g ht,

t h e ms el v es a n d  pr a y  a n d s e e k m y  f a c e a n d t ur n 

fr o m t h eir wi c k e d  w a ys,  t h e n will  I h e ar  fr o m 

h e a v e n  a n d  will  f or gi v e t h eirsi n a n d  will  h e al  t h eir 

l a n d” ( 2 C hr o n.  7: 1 4). I n t h e 1 4t h c h a pt er of  

J er e mi a h, t h e pr o p h et  h e ars  fr o m G o d  c o n c er ni n g  

t h e tri als a n d tri b ul ati o ns f a ci n g G o d's  p e o pl e.  

J er e mi a h  r es p o n ds o n  b e h alf  of  G o d's  p e o pl e,  u Y o u  

ar e  a m o n g  us,  0  L o r d , a n d  w e  b e ar  y o ur  n a m e;  d o  

n ot  f ors a k e us! n  (J er e mi a h 1 4: 9 b).
W e  h a v e  a  n e w  i m a g e or  i d e ntit y; w e  ar e  n e w  

cr e ati o ns.  A  wis e  y o u n g  m a n  o n c e  t ol d m e,  " W e  ar e  

n ot  ol d  p e o pl e  c all e d  b y  a  n e w  n a m e,  w e  ar e  n e w  

p e o pl e  c all e d  b y  a n  ol d  n a m e. ”  It is n ot  G o d  w h o  h as  

c h a n g e d,  b ut  r at h er it is us.  T h e  f or m er t hi n gs n o

l o n g er fit. W e  ar e  n o  l o n g er c all e d  b y  o ur  c ar e er  or  

o ur  e m pl o y er  or  o ur  fi n a n ci al st at us; w e  ar e  c all e d  

b y  t h e n a m e  of  G o d.

T h at  p o w er  is a v ail a bl e  t o d a y. W e  m ust  first 

b eli e v e  t h at w e  h a v e  a c c ess t o t h e p o w er  of  t h e 

n a m e.  S e c o n d,  w e  m ust  b eli e v e  a n d  a c c e pt  t h at w e  

h a v e  s al v ati o n  t hr o u g h t h at n a m e.  Fi n all y  w e  m ust  
b eli e v e  t h at w e  ar e  c all e d  b y  t h at n a m e.  W e  ar e  t h e 

c hil dr e n  of  G o d  a n d  t h at m e a ns  w e  s h o ul d  w al k  a n d  
li v e i n t h e p o w er  a n d  vi ct or y  of  His  n a m e.  

of  all  n ati o ns,  b a pti zi n g  t h e m i n t h e n a m e  

of  t h e F at h er  a n d  of  t h e S o n  a n d  of  t h e 

H ol y  S pi 「 il. " B 叩 tis m is t h e b eli e v er's  

c o n n e cti o n  t o t h e p o w er.  W e  h a v e  a c c ess  

t o t h e p o w er  t hr o u g h t h e st e ps of  s al v a

ti o n. W e  h a v e  li mit e d o ur  s al v ati o n,  o ur  

G o d  a n d  o urs el v es  b y  t a ki n g t h e p o w er  

o ut  of  t h e e q u ati o n.

W h e n  w e  e m er g e  fr o m t h e w at ers  of  

b a ptis m  as  n e w  cr e ati o ns,  w e  ar e  c all e d  

b y  t h at n a m e,  t h e n a m e  of  t h e L o r d  G o d  

Al mi g ht y.  W e  w al k  i n p o w er  a n d  vi ct or y  

t hr o u g h t h e n a m e  of  G o d.  "If  m y  p e o pl e,  

w h o  ̂ c all e d  b y  m y  n a m e,  will  h u m bl e

〃 T
a cti o n,  attri b ut e,  or  c o n diti o n,  is as cri b e d  t o t h e S u pr e m e  B ei n g.  I n all  
l a n g u a g es t h e p ers o n al  pr o n o u ns  of  t h e si n g ul ar n u m b er  ar e  u n d erst o o d  t o 
a p pl y  o nl y  t o o n e  p ers o n.  T h us,  if I w er e  writi n g  a  l ett er, b y  e m pl o yi n g  t h e 

pr o n o u ns  of  t h e first p ers o n  a n d  si n g ul ar n u m b er,  /, m e,  m y y I s h o ul d 
c o nfi n e  m y  ass erti o ns  t o m ys elf  as  o n e  i n di vi d u al p ers o n.  B y  usi n g  t h e 
pr o n o u ns  of  t h e s e c o n d p ers o n  a n d si n g ul ar n u m b er,  t h o u, t h e e, t h y, I 
s h o ul d  i n di c at e t h at m y  ass erti o ns  w er e  a d dr ess e d  t o m y  c orr es p o n d e nt  as  
o n e  i n di vi d u al p ers o n.  B y  i ntr o d u ci n g t h e pr o n o u ns  of  t h e t hir d p ers o n  a n d  
si n g ul ar n u m b er,/ ,̂  hi) n,  his.  I s h o ul d  d e n ot e  t h at it w as  o n e  p ers o n  o nl y  
I w as  s p e a ki n g  of.  If o n  t h e c o ntr ar y,  I w er e  writi n g  a  l ett er i n c o nj u n cti o n  
wit h  a n y  ot h er  i nt elli g e nt b ei n g,  w e  s h o ul d us e  t h e pr o n o u n s  w e,  us,  o ur;  

a n d  if! w er e  writi n g  a n yt hi n g  of  m or e  t h a n o n e  p ers o n,  I s h o ul d t h e y, 
t h e m, t h eir. S u c h  b ei n g  t h e u ni v ers al  a p pli c ati o n  of  pr o n o u ns,  it is e vi d e nt,  
n ot  o nl y  t o t h os e w h o  h a v e  st u di e d  Gr e e k  a n d  H e br e w,  b ut  t o all  w h o  k n o w  
t h e us e  a n d  m e a ni n g  of  h u m a n  s p e e c h, t h at t hr o u g h o ut t h e w h ol e  Bi bl e  
G o d  is al m ost  u nif or ml y  m e nti o n e d  as  o n e  p ers o n,  t his b ei n g  i m pli e d i n t h e 
al m ost  c o nst a nt  us e  of  si n g ul ar  pr o n o u ns ...

u T h e  d o ctri n e  of  t h e U nit y  of  G o d  is i m pli e di n e v er y  p ass a g e  i n w hi c h  
t h e p ers o n al  pr o n o u ns  of  t h e si n g ul ar n u m b er  ar e us e d  t o d e n ot e  t h e

S  叩  r e m e D eit y. ... T h o us a n ds  a n d  t e ns of  t h o us a n ds of  p ass a g es  i m pl y, 
b y  t h e us e  of  t h e si n g ul ar pr o n o u ns,  t h at G o d  is o n e  p ers o n "  ( Y at es, 
Vi n di c ati o n  of  U nit ari a nisi n,  B ost o n,  1 8 1 6,  p p.  6 6, 1 5 3).

E x a m pl es:  G o d  a p p e a rs  t o A br a h a m:  * 7  a m  t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d:  w al k  
b ef or e Af e,  a n d  b e  t h o u p erf e ct,  a n d/  will  m a k e A/ v c o v e n a nt  b et w e e n A/ e  
a n d  t h e e”  ( G e n. 1 7: 1- 2).  ( N ot/' W e ar e  Al mi g ht y  G o d;  w al k  b ef or e  Us  a n d  
b e  t h o u p erf e ct ... ")

L e vil es  a d dr ess  G o d:  ' T h o u, e v e n  T h o u,  art  L or d  al o n e;  T h o u  h as  m a d e  
h e a v e n,  t h e h e a v e n  of  h e a v e ns,  wit h  all  t h eir h ost,  t h e e art h  a n d  all  t hi n gs 
t h at ar e  t h er ei n, a n d  T h o u  pr es er v est  t h e m all; a n d  t h e h ost  of  h e a v e n  
w ors hi p  T h e e n  ( N e h. 9: 6).

I n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  t h e b o o k  of  H e br e ws:  " B ut  wit h o ut  f ait h it is 
i m p ossi bl e t o pl e as e  Hi m;  f or h e  t h at c o m es  t o G o d  m ust  b eli e v e  t h at H e  
is a n d  t h at H e is a  r e w ar d er of  t h os e w h o  dili g e ntl y  s e e k//f m M  ( H e b. 1 1: 6).

T h er e  ar e  t h o us a n ds a n d  t h o us a n ds of  si mil ar  p ass a g es  t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
Bi bl e.  Si n g ul ar  pr o n o u ns  pr o v e  t h at G o d  is a  si n gl e P ers o n.  I n t hr e e 
p ass a g es,  G o d  s a ys  ' L et “ s T h es e  p ass a g es  t ell us  t h at H e  w as  s p e a ki n g 
t o s o m e o n e  ot h er  t h a n Hi ms elf,  j ust as  w h e n  w e  s a y T et  us ...”  w e  ar e  
r ef erri n g t o s o m e o n e  ot h er  t h a n o urs el v es.  

— J er e m y  S mit h  is a

1 9 9 5  gr a d u at e  of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.
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O ur  s o ci et y  

d es p er at el y  n e e ds

arr est e d a b a b y-sitt er  f or b e ati n g a n i nf a nt t o 

d e at h  b e c a us e  t h e littl e girl  w o ul d n't  sl o p cr yi n g.  

A  m a n,  c o n vi ct e d of  b ei n g  a s eri al ars o nist,  

c o nf ess e d l o s etti n g s e v e nt y-si x fir es. It g o es  o n  

a n d o n.

T h e  n u m b er  of  vi ol e n c c- pr o n c  p e o pl e  i n s o ci
et y h as  r e a c h e d e pi d e mi c  pr o p orti o ns.  Ps y c h ol o 

gists, l a w e nf or c e m e nt offi c ers,  s o ci al w or k ers  

a n d p u bli c  h e alt h  offi c ers  w orr y  t h at u n c h e c k e d  
a n g er will  e x pl o d e. S o ci et y,  h o w e v er, f ails t o 

pl a c e  t h e bl a m e  w h er e  il b el o n gs.  It c o nsist e ntl y  
e v a d es  t h e r o ot c a us e  —  si n i n t h e h u m a n  h e art.

M u c h  of  ( h e bl a m e is pl a c e d

—— R e pri nt e d  b y  p er missi o n  of  F o c al  P oi nt,  a  
p u bli c ati o n  of  D e n v er  S e mi n ar y,  D e n v er,  

C ol or a d o,  cr e dit e d t o Dr.  E d  H a y es.

n ot  b e  e a g er  i n y o ur  h e art  t o b e  a n gr y, f or a n g er  

r esi d es i n t h e b os o m  of  f o ols *, ( E c c. 7: 9).  I n ( h e 

N e w  T est a m e nt,  P a ul  lists a n g er as o n e  of  ( h e 

w or ks  of  t h e tl cs h. Al o n g  wit h  i m m or alit y, i m p u

rit y, s e ns u alit y, i d ol atr y, s or c er y,  e n miti es,  strif e, 

j e al o us y, dis p ut es,  diss e nsi o ns,  f a cti o ns, e n v y 

i n g, dr u n k e n n ess  a n d c ar o usi n g, P a ul  p e gs  o ut 

b ursts  of  a n g er  as  a cti o ns  u nfit  f or l h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  ( G al. 5: 2 0).

T h er e  will  b e  ( h os e w h o  o bj e ct  t o t his a n al ysis  

as d oi n g  littl e m or e  t h a n pr o d u ci n g  g uilt.  T h e  

G os p el,  h o w e v er,  is g o o d  n e ws.  A n g er  d o es n't  

h a v e  t o c o ntr ol  p e o pl e.  Fr a n  Mi n elt a,  m a n a g er  of  

a  m e nt al  h c a k h  pr o gr a m  i n B ell e v u e,  W as hi n g 

t o n, a gr e es. S h e  f e els t h at a n g er is a f e eli n g a n d  

vi ol e n c e  is a  b e h a vi or  —  a l e ar n e d b e h a vi or  t h at 
c a n b e  u nl e ar n e d.

Al  h e art,  a n g er  is a  s pirit u al iss u e. T h e  f u n d a

m e nt al  a ns w er l o a n g er is t h e tr a nsf or m e d lif e. 
W h e n  G o d  pl a c es  His  S pirit  wit hi n  us,  l h e n at ur al  
o ut w or ki n g  —  t h e fr uit of  l h e S pirit  —  is l h e 

o p p o sit e  of  t h e w or ks  of  ( h e fl es h. O n e  of  its 
fl a v ors is s clf- c o nlr ol.

O ur  s o ci et y d es p er at el y  n e e ds s elf- c o ntr ol. 
A n g er  m a y  b e  wit h  us  u ntil  o ur  fi n al p erf e cti o n,  
b ut  w e  c a n  c o ntr ol  it. " B e a n gr y  a n d  si n n ot,' *  t h e 

Bi bl e  d e cl ar es;  “ l et n ot  t h e s u n g o  d o w n  o n  y o ur  
wr at h ” ( E p h. 4: 2 6).

I nj usti c e a n d e vil of  all ki n ds l e giti m at el y 

pr o m pt i n us al li m es a r es p o ns e of  ri g ht e o us 
i n di g n ati o n. B ui  w e  ar e n't li k e G o d  w h o  is al 
w a ys  a bl e ( o b al a n c e  j usti c e a n d m er c y.  At  b est  

o ur  att e m pts ar c fl a w e d. T h ai  is w h y  w e  n e e d  

G o d's  h el p  a n d l h e off er  of  di vi n e  f or gi v e n ess. 
“ Ri d  y o urs elf/ *  t h e Bi bl e  s a ys, “ of  a n g er ” ( C ol. 
3: 8). 

A  I K j 
Li vi n g

o n a s h a k y 
e c o n o m y,  u n e m pl o y m e nt  a n d  j o b i ns e c urit y. E v e n  

s e c ul arists, h o w e v er,  a gr e e ( h ai t h e fr a g m e nl c d 

A m eri c a n  f a mil y is a  pri m ar y  s o ur c e of  t h e pr o b 
l e m. W hil e  t h e c a us es ar c c o m pl e x a n d n u m er 
o us,  c h a n g es i n f a mil y str u ct ur e, hi g h di v or c e  
r at es, a  hi g h er  p er c e nt a g e  of  w o m e n  i n t h e w or k 

pl a c e  a n d c o nf usi o n o v er  s e x r ol es pl a c e  str ess 
u p o n  tr a diti o n al v al u es.  All  of  t h es e a n d m or e  

c a us e c o nf usi o n, a c c or di n g t o R ol a n d  M ci nr o,  

dir e ct or  of  a  W as hi n gt o n  a n g er  m a n a g e m e nt  a n d  
d o m esti c  vi ol e n c e  pr o gr a m.

Is vi ol e n c e  j ust a p u bli c  h e alt h pr o bl e m ?  I 
d o u bt  it, a n d milli o ns  of  ot h er  A m eri c a ns  pr o b 
a bl y a gr e e. I n t h e S er m o n  o n  t h e M o u nt,  J es us 
r est at e d t h e L a w  of  M os es.  Li k e ni n g  a n g er t o 
m ur d er,  J es us s ai d: " E v er y o n e w h o  is a n gr y  wit h  
his br ot h er s h all b e g uilt y b ef or e t h e c o u rt "  

( M att. 5: 2 2).  As  a b o y  I w orri e d  o v er  t h at t e xt 
b e c a us e of  m y  o w n n or m al si bli n g c o nfli cts.  
Irrit ati o n, h o w e v er, n e e d n ot  b e c o m e  c o nfli ct,  

a n d c o nfli ct n e e d n ot  s pill o v er  i nt o vi ol e n c e.  
M ur d er  is t h e fi n al pl a y o ut  of  t h e tr a gi c a n at o m y  
of  a n g er.

T h er e  is wis d o m  i n t h e pr o v er b: u D o  n ot  
ass o ci at e  wit h  a  m a n  gi v e n  l o a n g er;  or  g o  wit h  a  
h ot-t e m p er e d  m a n ” ( Pr o v. 2 2: 2 4).  T h e  Pr e a c h er  
g a v e  g o o d  a d vi c e  a n d  cl e ar- h e a d e d  a n al ysis:  " D o

T  S  A M E RI C A  B E C O MI N G  M O R E  vi o-  
J l e nt ? R e a d  l h e n e ws p a p ers  or  t al k l o a n y  

J L t h er a pist. N e ws  of  t h e 9 0s  h as  b e e n  rif e 

wit h  i n ci d e nts of  wi v es,  l o v ers, t e e n a g ers, h us 

b a n ds,  e v e n str a n g ers a n d p els  b ei n g  o bj e cts  of  

p e nt- u p  a n g er.
S e attl e  P osi-l ni elli g c n c er  c ol u m nist D c b cr a  

H arr ell  a gr e es, s a yi n g t h at si g ns p oi nt t o t h e 
pr o bl e m  g elli n g  w ors e.  Cili n g  a lit a n y of  e x 

a m pl es  as  w ell  as  e x p erts,  s h e p oi nts  t h e fi n g er l o 
a n  e m oti o n  as  ol d  as  C ai n  a n d  A b el.  " S o ci et y  h as  

b e c o m e  s at ur at e d wit h  w al ki n g  ti m e- b o m bs —  

h ot h e a ds  u n a bl e l o c o ntr ol or  v e nt  t h eir a n g er  

e x c e pt t hr o u g h vi ol e n c e ?

R e c e nt  e v e nts o nl y  s er v e ( o ill ustr at e fl as h 
p oi nts  of  a n g er v e nt e d i n vi ol e n c e. A n  ir at e 
milit ar y  offi c er,  u ps et  b y  a  t e e n a g er t ail g ati n g his  
c ar,  s h ot t h e b o y  aft er  m oti o ni n g  hi m  o v er  l o t h e 
si d e of  l h e r o a d. H e  t ol d offi c ers  h e  i nt e n d e d o nl y  
l o l e ct ur e hi m  o n  b a d  m a n n ers.  T w o  sist ers kill e d  
t h eir st e p m ot h er o v er  a  dis p ut e.  R e c e ntl y,  p oli c e
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of  e x er cis e w at c hi n g  2 2  pl a y ers  d es p er at el y i n 

n e e d  of  r est. P er h a ps  t h e a n al o g y  is m or e  oft e n  tr u e 

l h a n w c  c ar e t o a d mit. C h ur c h  gr o wt h p e o pl e  

c o nti n u e  t o r e mi n d us  t h at i n t h e a v er a g e  c h ur c h  all  

l h e w or k  is d o n e  b y  a b o ut 2 0 %  of  t h e p e o pl e.  

O b vi o usl y,  t h e gr e at  n e e d  is t o m o bili z e  t h e ot h er  
8 0 %  f or mi nistr y.  M a n y  a m a n  h as  b e e n  o n  t h e 

Ki n g's  hi g h w a y  2 0  y e ars wit h o ut  tr a v eli n g 2 0  
y ar ds.  W c  h a v e  s o m a n y  ir o ns i n t h e fir e ( h al n o n e  
of  ( h e m is h ot.

A c c or di n g  t o a  G all u p  p oll:

M a n y  A m eri c a ns  b el o n g  t o a  c at e g or y  

of  “ n ot- q uit c  C hristi a n 0 ; w h o  b eli e v e,  
b ut wit h o ut  str o n g c o n vi cti o ns; w h o  

w a nt  t h e r e w ar ds of  f ait h wit h o ut  l h e 

o bli g ati o ns;  w h o  s a y l h e y ar e C hris 
ti a ns ...b ut  l e n d l o k e e p  l h e n e ws  l o 
t h e ms el v es. M a n y  ar c s pirit u al illit er
at es w h o  c a n arti c ul at e l h eir b eli efs  
o nl y  i n t h e m ost  v a g u e  f as hi o n. A n d  
w hil e  m ost  h o m es h a v e  at l e ast o n e  
Bi bl e,  m a n y  A m eri c a ns  h a v e  n ot  l e ar n e d 
h o w  t o bri n g  t h e Bi bl e  i nt o t h eir d ail y  
li v es.

a n d  si n n er, a n d

T h ai  a p p e ars  l o b e  a  pr ett y  a c c ur at e  pi ct ur e  of  o ur  
s o ci et y t o d a y.

T h e  i m p ort a nt t hi n g is t h at w c  c h o os e ( o l et 
C hrist  t a k e c o m pl et e  c o ntr ol  of  o ur  li v es. " A n d  as  
l h e S pirit  of  l h e L or d  w or ks  wit hi n  us,  w e  b e c o m e  
m or e  a n d  m or e  li k e Hi m "  ( 2 C or.  3: 1 8,  L B).  T h at's  
w h at  li vi n g t h e vi ct ori o us  C hristi a n  lif e is ail  

a b o ut.
T his  is r e all y w h at  it m e a ns  l o b e  a  s ai nt a n d  

r e m ai n a  s ai nt. Y o u  d o n't  h a v e  t o b e  a  si n n er. Y o u  
d o n't  h a v e  t o b e  a  mi d dl e- cl ass  C hristi a n.  Y o u  c a n  
b e  a  s ai nt. Y o u  c a n  b e  a  s ai nt i n t h e h er e  a n d  n o w.  

G o  f or it! 

A N Y  P E O P L EJ T  S E E M S,  pr ef er  

l o b e  mi d dl e- cl ass  C hristi a ns.  T h e y  

d o n't cl ai m ( o b e si n n ers. 

T h e y  w o ul d n't  dr c a m  of  b ei n g  s ai nts. T o  t h e m a  

si n n er is a  v er y  u n d esir a bl e  p ers o n  w h o  e nj o ys  his  

lif est yl e a n d  r ef us es t o s u b mil t o l h e a ut h orit y  of  
G o d.  S o m e d a y  t h es e si n n ers will  b e  d estr o y e d  

f or e v er. 1(  s er v es ( h e m ri g ht.

O n  l h e ot h er  h a n d,  ( o t h e m a  s ai nt is a  w e a k,  
c ol orl ess p ers o n  tr yi n g his  b est  t o k e e p  d et a c h e d  
fr o m si n n ers w hil e  al  l h e s a m e ti m e w or ki n g  h ar d  
t o b e  s a v e d. H e  t ur ns t h u m bs d o w n  o n  a m us e m e nts  

a n d  fr o w ns o n  ( o o m u c h  h a p pi n ess.

S o  t h e mi d dl e- cl ass  C hristi a n  c o nsi d ers b ot h  

cl ass es, t h e s ai nt a n d ( h e si n n er, a n d c o n d e m ns  

b ot h  as  e xtr e m es. H e  is u n c o mf ort a bl e  wit h  b ot h.  

H e  w o ul d  d o  w ell  t o r e c o nsi d er his  pi ct ur e  of  a  
s ai nt. I n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  a tr u e s ai nt w as  
a n yt hi n g b ut  a w e a k- k n e e d,  p al e-f a c e d  killj o y.  
R at h er  h e  w as  a p ers o n  w h o  h a d  c h os e n t o l ei 
C hrist  c o ntr ol his  lif e. As  all st u d e nts k n o w,  t h e 
w or ds  “ s ai nt, ” “ b eli e v er, ” a n d “ C hristi a n ” ar c  
us e d  i nt er c h a n g e a bl y i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt.  P a ul  

t h e a p ostl e a d dr ess e d l h e b eli e v ers  of  t h e i nf a nt 
c h ur c h i n l h e N e w  T est a m e nt  w orl d  as "s ai nts ”  
( R o m. 1: 7;  1 C or.  1 : 2). T h e y  w er e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

wit h  t h e j o y of  t h e L or d  i n t h eir h e arts  (J o h n 1 5: 1 1;  
P hil.  4: 4).  T h e  tr u e pi ct ur e  of  a  s ai nt is n ot  o n e  of  

gl o o m  or  p essi mis m.  A  h e alt h y  s ai nt li v es a  f ull, 
ri c h lif e sti m ul at e d b y  ( h e S pirit  of  G o d,  r efl e cti n g 
l h e li g ht a n d l o v e of  C hrist.

A  mi nist er  c all e d  o n  a  m a n  i n his  h o m e.  Tr yi n g  
t o br us h  ( h e p ast or  off,  t h e m a n  s ai d: * *I h a v e  t w o 
t hi n gs a g ai nst  t h e c h ur c h.  T h e  first ti m e I w e nt  l h e 

mi nist er  t hr e w w al er  o n  m y  h e a d.  T h e  s e c o n d  li m e 
h e  li e d m e  t o a  w o m a n  i h at T v e h a d  t o list e n ( o e v er  
si n c e. " T h e  mi nist er  r e pli e d: " T h e n e xt  li m e h e'll  
pr o b a bl y  t hr o w dirt  i n y o ur  f a c e.”

T h e  c h ur c h h as  b e e n  c o m p ar e d t o a f o ol b ail 
g a m e  wit h  5 0, 0 0 0  s p e ct at ors d es p er at el y  i n n e e d

Li vi n g
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Tr ut h

T h e  Si m pli cit y  of  t h e C hristi a n  M ess a g e

T
T h e  k e y  t o o ur  f ut ur e

a n d  t h at of  h u m a nit y

at  l ar g e is f o u n d i n

J es us'  G os p el  M ess a g e

of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

▲ ▲▲ ▲

b y  A n t h o n y  B u z z a r d
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H E  P OI N T  A N D  P U R P O S E  O F C hri s-  

ti a nit y h a s  b e e n  b uri e d  u n d er a  m a s s  of  

t h e ol o gi c al tr a diti o n. T h er e  i s g e n er al  

a gr e e m e nt  o nl y  a b o ut  t h e et hi c al  d e m a n d s  of  t h e 

pr e s e nt  C hri sti a n  lif e: a  C hri sti a n  m u st  l o v e a n d  

s er v e  hi s  n ei g h b or.  B ut  al m o st  n ot hi n g  at  all  i s 

k n o w n  of  t h e ulti m at e  p ur p o s e  a n d  g o al  w hi c h  

J e s u s  of  N a z ar et h,  t h e M e s si a h,  i nt e n d e d f or 

t h o s e w h o  f oll o w Hi m.  C o nt e m p or ar y  r eli gi o n, 

w hi c h  cl ai m s  t h e n a m e  of  C hri st,  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  

t h e p ur p o s e  of  t h e f ait h w hi c h  i s cl e arl y  s p ell e d  

o ut  b y  J e s u s  i n Hi s G o s p el  m e s s a g e — t h e G o s p el  

a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  ( L u k e 4: 4 3,  et c.).

I n t h e p ur p o s e  of  t h e f ait h pr o cl ai m e d  b y  

J e s u s  li e s t h e v er y  r e a s o n f or o ur  e xi st e n c e  a s  

i n di vi d u al s. T h e  k e y  t o o ur  p er s o n al  f ut ur e a n d  

t h at of  h u m a nit y  at  l ar g e i s f o u n d i n J e s u s*  G o s 

p el  M e s s a g e  a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  

T hi s  i s si m pl y  t h e M e s s a g e  of  t h e G o o d  N e w s  t h at 

G o d,  i n t h e p er s o n  of  Hi s  S o n  a n d  A g e nt,  C hri st,  

t h e pr o mi s e d  M e s si a h,  i nt e n d s t o e st a bli s h  j u st 

g o v er n m e nt  a n d  u ni v er s al  p e a c e  o n  e art h  a n d  l o 

gr a nt  i m m ort alit y t o t h o s e w h o  l o v e Hi m.  T h e  

f ut ur e of  t h e e art h,  a n d  of  t h e w h ol e  u ni v er s e,  i s 

r el at e d t o t h e f ut ur e of  t h e i n di vi d u al b eli e v er  i n 

t hi s w a y:  T h e  Ki n g d o m  w hi c h  will  b e  e st a bli s h e d  

o n  e art h  w h e n  J e s u s  r et ur n s t o t h e e art h  will  b e  

a d mi ni st er e d  b y  t h o s e t o w h o m  G o d  gr a nt s  i m

m ort alit y.

T h e  s c h e m e  i m pli e d b y  t h e G o o d  N e w s  of  

t h e Ki n g d o m  i s t h e v er y  o p p o sit e  of  c o m pl e x.  

T h e  mi n d  of  a  c hil d  i s r e q uir e d t o gr a s p  il. J e s u s  

s ai d:  u U nl e s s  y o u  r e ori e nt y o ur  lif e a n d  b e c o m e  

li k e littl e c hil dr e n,  y o u  will  c ert ai nl y  n ot  e nt er  t h e 

Ki n g d o m  of  G o d. ”

T o  u n d er st a n d  t h e C hri sti a n  m e s s a g e,  w or d s  

m u st  b e  t a k e n a s  a n y  c hil d  w o ul d  t a k e t h e m —  i n 

t h eir n at ur al  a n d  n or m al  s e n s e.  T h e  Ki n g d o m  of

G o d,  a b o ut  w hi c h  J e s u s  s p o k e,  i s t h u s a  r e al 

Ki n g d o m,  a  di vi n e  g o v er n m e nt  o n  e art h,  t o b e  

a d mi ni st er e d  b y  C hri st  a n d  t h e s ai nt s,  wit h  a  

r e n e w e d J er u s al e m  a s  it s c a pit al. L u k e  1 9: 1 1  

s h o ul d  b e  t a k e n a s  a  k e y t o l h e w h ol e  N e w  

T e st a m e nt:  " B e c a u s e J e s u s  w a s  n e ar  t o J er u s a 

l e m, t h e y t h o u g ht t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w a s  

g oi n g  t o a p p e ar  i m m e di at el y.,1 T hi s  v er s e  gi v e s  

u s  t h e cl u e  t o t h e m e a ni n g  of  t h e pri n ci p al  t h e m e 

of  all  t h at J e s u s t a u g ht. H e  w a s  e x p e cti n g  t o 

e st a bli s h  t h e Ki n g d o m  a s  a  w orl d wi d e  r ul e o n  

e art h.

M u c h  of  w h at  g o e s  b y  t h e n a m e  of  t h e ol o g y i s 

n o  m or e  t h a n a n  e x er ci s e  i n t h e e v a si o n  of  t h e 

pl ai n  m e a ni n g  of  w or d s,  a n  e x c u s e  f or u n b eli ef.  

T h e  c h ur c h e s  h a v e  a b a n d o n e d  h o p e  i n l h e Ki n g 

d o m  w hi c h  J e s u s  pr o mi s e d  w o ul d  b e  i n a u g ur at e d 

at  Hi s  r et ur n. It i s o b vi o u s  t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  h a s  

n ot  y et  b e e n  e st a bli s h e d.  It will  b e  m a nif e st e d  o n  

e art h  at  t h e ( s e c o n d) c o mi n g  of  t h e M e s si a h  i n 

gl or y.  F or  t hi s C hri sti a n s  ar e  l o pr a y : ' T h y K m g-  

d o m c o 〃i e!"

I n a n s w er  t o t h e v er y  r e a s o n a bl e q u e sti o n  a s  

t o w h at  Hi s  f oll o w er s mi g ht  e x p e ct  l o r e c ei v e i n 

t h e C o mi n g  A g e  oft h e  Ki n g d o m,  J e s u s  pr o mi s e d  

t h e di s ci pl e s  p o siti o n s  of  r ul er s hi p wit h  Hi m  i n 

t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m  ( M at. 1 9: 2 8;  L u k e  2 2: 2 8-  

3 0).  T hi s  pr o mi s e  w a s  e xt e n d e d  t o t h e w h ol e  

c h ur c h  ( 1 C or.  6: 2;  2  Ti m.  2: ⑵ .Il w a s  t h e n at ur al  

c o nfir m ati o n  a n d  cl arifi c ati o n  of  t h e pr o mi s e  

m a d e  l o A br a h a m,  t h e F at h er  of  t h e f ait hf ul, t h at 

h e  w o ul d  o n e  d a y  p o s s e s s  l h e w orl d  ( R o m. 4: 1 3).

T h e  Ki n g d o m  will  h a v e  J er u s al e m  a s  it s c a pi 

t al, a s  f or e s e e n b y  all  t h e O. T.  pr o p h et s,  a n d  it will  

b e  e st a bli s h e d  b y  a  s p e ct a c ul ar  di vi n e  i nt er v e n

ti o n ( P s. 2),  w h e n  l h e pr o c e s s  of  u ni v er s al  di s ar 

m a m e nt  (I s a. 2)  l e a di n g t o t ot al w orl d  p e a c e  will  

e n s u e.  T h e  vi si o n  oft h e  w orl d  al  p e a c e  u n d er  t h e
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W h e n  a n y o n e  h e ars  t h e m ess a g e  a b o ut  t h e 
Ki n g d o m  [ M at. 1 3: 1 9]  a n d  d o es  n ot  u n 
d erst a n d  it, t h e d e vil  c o m es  a n d  s n at c h es 
a w a y  t h e M ess a g e  w hi c h  w as  s o w n i n his  
h e art  s o t h at h e  m a y  n ot  b eli e v e  a n d  b e  
s a v e d  ( L u k e 8: 1 2).  

I fi n d y o u  a n d y o ur  t e a c hi n gs off e nsi v e.  I 

d o n't  w a nt  y o u  t o b e  m y  M essi a h.  Pll  l o o k 

f or s o m e o n e els e  t o b e  m y  s a vi or ?

Or  w e  c a n  t wist J es us J w or ds  a n d  a cti o ns  

a n d tr y t o m a k e  t h e m fit i nt o o ur  e xisti n g  

vi e w  of  t h e w orl d.  W e  c a n  t a k e o ut  o ur  fil es 

a n d  r e m o v e t h e s h ar p e d g es  of  His  t e a c hi n g. 
W e  c a n  s a y t h at H e  di d n't  r e all y m e a n  w h at  

H e  w as  s a yi n g —  H e  w as  j ust e x a g g er ati n g  

t o m a k e  a  p oi nt.  H e  d o es n Jt r e all y e x p e ct  us  

t o r a di c all y alt er o ur  li v es, t o p ut  o ur  ol d  

s el v es t o d e at h  a n d f oll o w Hi m  —  H e  w as

g o v er n m e nt  of  t h e M essi a h  is r e a d a n n u all y  at  
C hrisii n as,  b ut  f e w b eli e v e  it. T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
p ers u a d e d  t h at t h e pr o mis es  of  u ni v ers al  di vi n e  
g o v er n m e nt  d o  n ot  m e a n  w h at  t h e y s a y. ( S e e, f or 
e x a m pl e,  Is ai a h 9: 6- 7; 1 1: 1- 9;  Z e c h ari a h  1 4: 9;  
Mi c a h  4: 7.)

T h e  r e as o n f or t his is t w of ol d. P e o pl e  h a v e  
b e e n  t a u g ht fr o m c hil d h o o d  t h at t h e r e w ar d of  
C hristi a nit y  off er e d  i n t h e Bi bl e  is t o d e p art  t o a  
r e al m “ b e y o n d  t h e s ki es',  as  a  dis e m b o di e d  s o ul/ 
s pirit. S u c h  a  n oti o n  is c o m pl et el y  wit h o ut  f o u n
d ati o n  i n t h e S cri pt ur es  a n d m ust  b e  b a nis h e d  
fr o m t h e t hi n ki n g pr o c ess  b ef or e  a n y  pr o gr ess  i n 
u n d erst a n di n g  t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  c a n  b e  m a d e.  
T h e  d e a d  a c c or di n g  t o t h e Bi bl e  ar e  al  pr es e nt  all  
d e a d,  n ot  ali v e  i n a n ot h er  pl a c e ! T h e y  ar e  w aiti n g  
t o b e  r es urr e ct e d  fr o m t h e d e a d\

S e c o n dl y,  it h as  n ot  b e e n  r e ali z e d t h at t h e 
u e v erl asti n g  lif e1 ' pr o mis e d  b y  t h e N T  pr o p erl y  
m e a ns  u t h e Lif e  of  t h e C o mi n g  A g e. "  T his  is a  
w ell- k n o w n  e x pr essi o n us e d  b y  J es us a n d His  
c o nt e m p or ari es;  t h e r est or ati o n of  t his d efi niti o n

of  ( h e g o al  of  C hristi a nit y  all o ws  us  t o u n d erst a n d  
t h at t h e o bj e ct  of  t h e C hristi a n  lif e is n ot  t o 
dis a p p e ar  at t h e m o m e nt  of  d e at h  t o a n ot h er  
w orl d:  It is t o p arti ci p at e,  t hr o u g h a  f ut ur e r es ur
r e cti o n fr o m ( h e d e a d,  i n t h e F nf ur e A g e,  t h e A g e  
of  t h e est a blis h m e nt  o n  e art h  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d.  It is e v er y w h er e  t a u g ht i n S cri pt ur e  t h at t h e 
f ait hf ul d e a d  ar e  n o w  “ sl e e pi n g, "  u n c o ns ci o us  i n 
t h e gr a v e,  a w aiti n g  t h e r es urr e cti o n t o o c c ur  at  
( h e C o mi n g  of  J es us ( D a n. 1 2: 2;  J o h n 5: 2 8, 2 9).  
All  t h e f ait hf ul will  t h e n s h ar e wit h  C hrist  i n t h e 
pr o mis e d  Ki n g d o m.

I n t h e li g ht of  t his si m pl e s c h e m e, ( h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  c a n b e  r e a d wit h  c o m pl et e u n d er 
st a n di n g, f or t h e f a cts n ot e d  h er e  r e pr es e nt t h e 
pr es u p p ositi o n  h el d  b y  t h e N T  writ ers.  T h e  c h al 
l e n g e t o t h e r e a d er is o n e  of  b eli ef.  J es us' first 
r e c or d e d utt er a n c e  i n M ar k's  G os p el  is a  c o m 
m a n d  t o r e p e nt (i. e. r e ori e nt o n e's  mi n d  a n d  lif e) 
a n d  b eli e v e  t h e G o o d  N e ws  a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  
( M ar k 1: 1 5)! It w as  w h e n  p ot e nti al c o n v erts

j ust s a yi n g t h at. W h at  H e  r e all y m e a nt  w as,  

" R el a x, e nj o y  y o ur  li v es, y o u  d o n't  n e e d  t o 

m a k e  a n y c h a n g es, e v er yt hi n g's  j ust gr e at  

t h e w a y  it is.n

W hil e  f e w C hristi a ns  w o ul d  a d mit it, 

t h at's e x a ctl y  w h at  m a n y  of  us  d o.  W e  a ct  as  

if t h at's tr ul y w h at  w e  b eli e v e.

B ut  t h er e is a t hir d p ossi bilit y:  W e  c a n  
c h a n g e o ur  p ar a di g m. W e  c a n all o w t h e 

w or ds  of  J es us t o alt er  us.  W e  c a n  c h a n g e  

o ur  w a y  of  t hi n ki n g. W e  c a n  c h a n g e  o ur  w a y

b eli e v e d t h e G o o d  N e ws  ( G os p el) M ess a g e  
a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d t h e n a m e  of  
J es us  C hrist  t h at t h e y w er e  b a pti z e d  i nt o t h e f ait h 
( A cts 8: 1 2).  T his  is t h e pr o c ess  b y  w hi c h  w e  ar e  
t o b e  i niti at e d i nt o t h e f ait h.

T h e  G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  t h us c o nfr o nts  
e a c h of  us  as i n di vi d u als at t h e m o m e nt  w e  
r e c ei v e t h e pr o cl a m ati o n  ofit  b y  J es us  or  t h e N e w  
T est a m e nt  e v a n g elists.  T h er e aft er,  o ur  r es p o ns e 
t o t h e Di vi n e  M ess a g e  is all-i m p ort a nt  f or s al v a
ti o n.

A  w ar ni n g  a b o ut  t h e d a n g er  of  i g n ori n g t h e 
i n vit ati o n t o t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  w as  gi v e n  b y  
J es us:

of  li vi n g. W e  c a n  b e c o m e  His  dis ci pl es.

T h at's  t h e c h oi c e t h at J o h n t h e B a ptist  

h a d  t o m a k e  i n his  pris o n  c ell. T h at's  t h e 

c h oi c e  t h at t h e ri c h y o u n g  r ul er, Ni c o d e m us,  

a n d t h e S a m arit a n  w o m a n  h a d  t o m a k e  f or 

t h e ms el v es.
T h at's  t h e c h oi c e  t h at e v er y  o n e  of  us  h as  

t o m a k e,  d ail y.  W h at  will  y o u  c h o os e  t o d o  

wit h  J es us ?

“ Bl ess e d  is a n y o n e  w h o  t a k es n o  off e ns e  

al  m e. "  



N o  Off e ns e

w
A  Bi bl e  st u d y

b as e d  o n

M att h e w  1 1: 2- 6
▲▲ ▲ ▲ ▲▲  ▲▲

b y  t h e  E di t o r
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S p h er es, 1 5 4 3). I n t his cl assi c w or k  h e  c h al 
l e n g e d t h e b eli ef  t h ait h e E a rt h  w as  t h e c e nt er  of  
t h e u ni v ers e.  C o p er ni c us  pr o p os e d  t h at a  r ot ati n g 
E art h  r e v ol vi n g wit h  t h e ot h er  pl a n ets  a b o ut a  
st ati o n ar y  c e ntr al  s u n c o ul d  a c c o u nt  i n a  si m pl er 
w a y  f or t h e s a m e o bs er v e d  p h e n o m e n a  of  t h e 
d ail y  r ot ati o n of  t h e h e a v e ns,  t h e a n n u al m o v e 
m e nt  of  t h e s u n t hr o u g h t h e e cli ps e, a n d t h e 
m oti o n  of  t h e pl a n ets.

T h e  h eli o c e ntri c  t h e or y of  C o p er ni c us  m ar k e d  
t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e s ci e ntifi c r e v ol uti o n (s e e 
T h o m as  K u h n,  T h e  Str u ct ur e  of  S ci e ntifi c  R e v o-  
l uti o ns) a n d  of  a  n e w  vi e w  of  a  gr e atl y  e nl ar g e d  
u ni v ers e.  It w as  a  s hift a w a y fr o m t h e c o mf ort 
a bl e  vi e w  of  t h e a n ci e nt  a n d  m e di e v al  w orl d.  A(  
s ci e ntifi c t h e or y t h at r efl e ct e d s o pr of o u n dl y  o n  
h u m a nit y  w as  n ot  w el c o m e d  b y  t h e c h ur c h.

C o p er ni c us  di e d  b ef or e  t h e f ull r a mifi c ati o ns 
of  his  t h e or y b e g a n  t o r e v er b er at e t hr o u g h t h e 
c ult ur e.  H o w e v erj nt h e  1 7t h  c e nt ur y  al o n g  c a m e  
a  m a n  n a m e d  G alil e o,  w h o  b uilt  o n  t h e pr e vi o us  
w or k  of  C o p er ni c us  a n d  s et  o ut  t o d ef e n d  t his n e w  
vi e w  of  t h e u ni v ers e.

H e  w as  vi g or o usl y  o p p os e d  i n t his b eli ef,  
b e c a us e  t h e Bi bl e  w as  i nt er pr et e d as  s u p p orti n g 
t h e vi e w  of  a  st ati o n ar y  E art h.  G alil e o  ar g u e d  f or 
fr e e d o m ofi n q uir y,  b ut  d es pit e  his  ar g u m e nt  t h at 
s e ns or y  e vi d e n c e  a n d  m at h e m ati c al  pr o ofs  s h o ul d 
n ot  b e  s u bj e ct e d  t o d o u btf ul  s cri pt ur al i nt er pr et a
ti o ns, t h e H ol y  Offi c e  at R o m e  iss u e d a n e di ct  
a g ai nst  C o p e mi c a nis m  e arl y  i n 1 6 1 6.

G alil e o  w e nt  o n  t o writ e  a b o ut  C o p er ni c us *  
i d e as a g ai nst  t h e or d er  of  t h e c h ur c h  a n d  st o o d 
b ef or e  t h e Gr e at  I n q uisiti o n. I n J u n e I 6 3 3 » G alil e o  
w as  c o n d e m n e d  t o lif e i m pris o n m e nt f or u v e h e-  
m e nt  s us pi ci o n of  h er es y. *'  His  Di al o g u e  w as  
b a n n e d,  a n d  pri nt ers  w er e  f or bi d d e n l o p u blis h  
a n yt hi n g f urt h er b y  hi m  or  e v e n t o r e pri nt his ^

E H U M A N B EI N G S  A R E V E R Y  
m u c h  cr e at ur es  of  h a bit.  M ost  of  
us d o n't  li k e t h e pr os p e ct of  

c h a n g e  v er y  m u c h.  O h,  w e  li k e s o m e  c h a n g es  —  
m ost  l a di es e nj o y  b u yi n g  n e w  cl ot h es  a n d  s h o es, 
a n d  m ost m e n  e nj o y  b u yi n g  a  n e w  tr u c k or  b o at.  
T h os e  ki n ds  of  c h a n g es  ar e  o k a y,  b ut  t h er e ar e  
ot h er ki n ds  of  c h a n g es  t h at w e  d o n't  li k e, b e c a us e  
t h e y ar e  t hr e at e ni n g t o us.

I' m t al ki n g a b o ut  m aj or  c h a n g es  t h at dr a m ati 
c all y  aff e ct  t h e w a ys  i n w hi c h  w e  vi e w  t h e w orl d.  
S ci e ntists  a n d b usi n ess  l e a d ers r ef er t o t h es e 
c h a n g es as P ar a di g m  S hifts.  T h e y  ar e m aj or  
tr a nsf or m ati o ns i n t h e w a ys  t h at w e  or d er  o ur  
vi e w  of  t h e w orl d.  Y o u  s e e  Ji's  a m a zi n g  h o w  e as y  
it is f or us  t o g el  l o c k e d i nt o a  c ert ai n  w a y  of  
t hi n ki n g a b o ut  t h e w orl d  ar o u n d  us...  r e alit y. W e  
s e e  t hi n gs a c ert ai n  w a y  f or s o  l o n g, it is t a k e n f or 
gr a nt e d.  W e  l o o k f or t hi n gs t o h a p p e n  a  c ert ai n  
w a y,  a n d  w h e n  w e  ar e  pr es e nt e d  wit h  d at a  t h at is 
diff er e nt,  t h at c h all e n g es  o ur e xisti n g  p ar a di g ms,  
w e  ar e  t e m pt e d t o d o  o n e  of  t w o t hi n gs:

W e  ar e  t e m pt e d t o eit h er  r ej e ct t h e n e w  d at a  
alt o g et h er  or  tr y t o t wist t h e n e w  d at a  i nt o o ur  
e xisti n g  p ar a di g m  ( w e alt er  it t o fit wit hi n  o ur  
tr a diti o n al w a y  of  t hi n ki n g).

L et  us  c o nsi d er  a n  e x a m pl e:  D o  y o u  b eli e v e  
t h at pl a n et  E art h  is t h e p h ysi c al  c e nt er  of  t h e 
u ni v ers e  a n d t h at all of  t h e pl a n ets  a n d st ars 
r e v ol v e ar o u n d  it ? Of  c o urs e  n ot.  W h y  d o n't  y o u  
b eli e v e  it ? P e o pl e  us e d  t o b eli e v e  it. I n f a ct, fr o m 
t h e ti m e of  Arist otl e  u p  t o t h e 1 5t h  c e nt ur y  t h at 
w as  t h e p ar a di g m  i n w hi c h  p e o pl e  o p er at e d.  
E v er y o n e  t o o k f or gr a nt e d  t h at t h e E art h  w as  t h e 
c e nt er  of  t h e u ni v ers e  —  u ntil  C o p er ni c us  pr o 
p os e d  a n  alt er n ati v e  w a y  of  u n d erst a n di n g.

C o p er ni c us  wr ot e  * * D e  r e v ol uti o ni b us or bi u m  
c o el esti u m n f O n t h e R e v ol uti o ns  of  t h e H e a v e nl y
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pr e vi o us  w or ks.  O utsi d e  It al y, h o w e v er,  his  w or ks  
w er e  tr a nsl at e d i nt o L ati n  a n d  w er e  r e a d b y  s c h ol
ars  t hr o u g h o ut E ur o p e.

Gr a d u all y,  o v erti m e  t h e s hift w as  c o m pl et e d,  
a n d  t h e w orl d  c a m e  t o a c c e pt  t h at t h e E art h  r e all y 
di d  r e v ol v e ar o u n d t h e s u n. T o d a y  C hristi a ns  
e v er y w h er e  s h ar e t his vi e w  wit h o ut  a n y  d a m a g e  
t o t h eir f ait h i n G o d.

W h e n  pr es e nt e d  wit h

J es us di d n't  fit v er y  w ell  i nt o J o h n's p ar a 
di g m  f or h o w  t h e M essi a h  w as  t o b e h a v e.  S oJ o h n  
b e gi ns  t o h a v e  d o u bts.  H e  s e n ds w or d  vi a  his  
m ess e n g ers,  ltG o  p ut  t his q u esti o n  t o J es us: * Ar e  
y o u  t h e o n e  w e' v e  b e e n  w aiti n g  f or, ors h o ul d w e  
l o o k f or s o m e o n e  els e ?' ”  S o  m u c h  is i m pli e d b y  
t h os e w or ds.

C a n't  y o u  j ust h e ar  J o h n  as ki n g,  H J es us, w h at  
gi v es ?  W h at  ar e  y o u  w aiti n g  f or ? G et  b us y  a n d  
j u d g e si n. L o o k at m e  h er e i n j ail 
... I' v e b e e n  o ut  d oi n g  w h at  I t h o u g ht y o u  w er e  
s u p p os e d t o b e  d oi n g.  Ar e  y o u  t h e M essi a h  or  
n ot ?  If y o u 5 r e n ot,  pl e as e  t ell m e  s o I c a n  st o p 
w asti n g  m y  ti m e a n d  m y  dis ci pl es *  ti m e f oll o w
i n g y o u. ”

J es us' a cti o ns  di d n't  fit J o h n's p ar a di g m  f or 
h o w  a  M essi a h  is s u p p os e d t o c o n d u ct  hi ms elf.  
Li k e  m a n y  ot h erJ e ws  of his  d a y  J o h n  w as  e x p e ct 
i n g a  z e al o us,  j u d g m e nt- bri n gi n g, flr e- a n d- bri m- 
st o n e pr e a c h er  c alli n g  d o w n  fir e fr o m h e a v e n,  
c o n d e m ni n g  all of  t h e wi c k e d  a n d  vil e  si n n ers, 
a n d  c alli n g  t h e m t o r e p e nt a n c e. H e  w as  w aiti n g  
f or s o m e o n e  t o c o m e  al o n g  a n d  bri n g  t h e R o m a n  
g o v er n m e nt,  a n d  l h eir J e wis h  p u p p et  l e a d ers li k e 
H er o d,  t o t h eir k n e es.  B ut  i nst e a d J es us is o ut  
s o ci ali zi n g wit h  si n n ers. J o h n w as  e x p e cti n g  
s o m e o n e v er y  m u c h  ... li k e hi ms elf.  B ut  J es us 
w as n't  a  s o u p e d u p  v ersi o n  of  J o h n t h e B a ptist  
...H e  w as  diff er e nt.

H o w  e as y it is f or us  t o g et  l o c k e d i nt o a  
c ert ai n  w a y  of  t hi n ki n g, t o s e e t hi n gs i n a  c ert ai n  
w a y  f or s o l o n g, a n d  w h e n  w e  ar e  pr es e nt e d  wit h  
d at a  t h at is diff er e nt,  w e  ar e  t e m pt e d t o eit h er  
r ej e ct t h e n e w  d at a  or  tr y t o cr a m  it i nt o o ur  o w n  
w a ys of  t hi n ki n g.

S o,  h o w  d o es  J es us r es p o n d t o J o h n ? H e  
d o es n't  gi v e  a  cl e ar  y es  or  n o  a ns w er.  H e  d o es n't  
s a y,  “ Y es,  J o h n,  I a m  t h e M essi a h.  B e  p ati e nt,  Til  
g et  ar o u n d t o j u d gi n g p e o pl e  s o o n e n o u g h ?  
W h at  H e  d o es  s a y is t his: u Y o u  g o  a n d  r e p ort t o 
J o h n w h at  y o u' v e  s e e n wit h  y o ur  o w n  e y es  a n d  
h e ar d  wit h  y o ur  o w n  e ars.  L elJ o h n  b e  t h e j u d g e. 
L et  hi m  d e ci d e  if I a m  ( h e M essi a h  or  n ot.  T ell  
hi m  h o w  bli n d  p e o pl e  ar e  r e c ei vi n g l h eir si g ht, 
t el) hi m  h o w  t h e l a m e ar e  n o w  w al ki n g,  t ell hi m  
t h at y o u' v e  s e e n l e p ers b ei n g  cl e a ns e d, d e af  
p e o pl e  gi v e n  t h e a bilit y  t o h e ar.  T ell  hi m  t h at t h e 
d e a d  ar e  b ei n g  r ais e d a n d  t h at t h e p o or  ar e  h a vi n g

n e w  w a ys  of  u n d er 
st a n di n g r e alit y, n e w  p ar a di g ms,  v er y  oft e n  w e  
r ej e ct t h e m alt o g et h er  or  t wist t h e m i nt o o ur  ol d  
w a y  of  t hi n ki n g. T h e  c h ur c h  l e a d ers w er e  t hr e at
e n e d  b y  t h e t h e ori es of  C o p er ni c us  a n d  G alil e o,  
s o  t h e y att e m pt e d  t o sil e n c e  t h e m, d es pit e  t h e f a ct 
t h at t h e y w er e  tr u e.

B ui  t h er e is at hir d  p ossi bilit y.  W e  c a n  c h a n g e  
o ur  w a y  of  t hi n ki n g a n d  b e h a vi n g.  C o nsi d er  t h e 
f oll o wi n g ill ustr ati o n:

I n l h e e arl y 1 9 6 0s  n e arl y  all w at c h es  i n t h e 
w orl d  w er e  m a d e  i n o n e  littl e E ur o p e a n  c o u ntr y,  
S wit z erl a n d.  T h e  S wiss  a n d  w at c h es  w er e  s y n
o n y m o us  wit h  e a c h ot h er. P e o pl e  t h o u g ht of  
w at c h es  as  m e c h a ni c al  i nstr u m e nts t h at h a d  t o b e  
曹 o u n d.  B ut  d uri n g  t h e 1 9 6 0s  s o m e o n e  c a m e  u p  
%it h  t h e i d e a of  usi n g  a  q u art z  b att er y  t o p o w er  

t h e w at c h.  T his  w o ul d  eli mi n at e  t h e n e e d  f or t h e 
w at c h es  l o b e  w o u n d.  T h e y  w o ul d  k e e p  g oi n g  f or 
m o nt hs  a n d  m ai nt ai n  a  hi g h er  l e v el of  a c c ur a c y.  
T h e  r es p o ns e ? T h e  S wiss  w at c h  m a n uf a ct ur ers  
l a u g h e d at  t h e i d e a. It di d n't  fit i nt o t h eir p ar a 
di g m  f or m a n uf a ct uri n g  w at c h es,  s o  t h e y r ej e ct e d 
i(. B ut  t h e J a p a n es e  di d n't  l a u g h at  t h e i d e a. T h e y  
s a w it as  a  gr e at  o p p ort u nit y  a n d  t h e y b e g a n  t o 
pr o d u c e  q u art z  w at c h es.  T h e y  t o o k a  f e w y e ars  t o 
c at c h o n,  b ut  n o w  virt u all y  e v er y o n e o w ns  a  
w at c h  t h at w as  m a d e  i n J a p a n, n ot  S wit z erl a n d.  
K n o w  w h at  t h e m ost ir o ni c t hi n g is ? T h e  i d e a f or 
l h e q u art z  w at c h  c a m e  fr o m a S wiss  w at c h m a k er,  
b ut  his  o w n  c o u ntr y m e n  r ej e ct e d t h e n e w  p ar a 
di g m.  T h e  J a p a n es e c h a n g e d  t h eir w a y  of  t hi n k
i n g — t h e y w er e  willi n g  t o s hift t h eir p ar a di g m  
(s e e P ar a di g ms,  T h e  B usi n ess  of  C h a n gi n g  t h e 
F ut ur e,  b y  J o el B ar k er).

N o w,  w h at  d o es  all  of  t his h a v e  t o d o  wit h  t h e 
Bi bl e ?  T h e  a ns w er ?  A  l ot.

I n t h e t hir d c h a pt er  of  M att h e w's  G os p el  w e  
r e a d a b o ut  J o h n t h e B 叩 tist w h o  pr e a c h e d  t h at

o n e  w as  c o mi n g  aft er  hi m  w h o  w o ul d  b a pti z e  
wit h  l h e H ol y  S pirit  a n d  wit h  fir e— t h e M essi a h.  
T h e  l o n g pr o mis e d  s o n  of D a vi d  w o ul d  c o m e  a n d  
s h a k e u p  t h e w orl d.  H e  w o ul d  f ulfill all of  t h e 
bi bli c al  pr o p h e ci es  t h at d e alt  wit h  j u d g m e nt. 
Y o u  s e e, d uri n g  t his p eri o d  of  ti m e, i n first- 
c e nt ur y  Isr a el w h er e  t h e R o m a ns  w er e  i n c o ntr ol  
a n d  t h e J e ws h a d  t o k o wt o w  t o t h eir l e a d ers, t h e 
p e o pl e  w er e  e x p e cti n g a M essi a h  w h o  w o ul d  
e xt er mi n at e  wi c k e d n ess  i n all  of  its f or ms. T h e y  
b eli e v e d t h at t h e si nf ul el e m e nts of  J u d ais m 
w o ul d  e x p eri e n c e  a  wr at hf ul  r ej e cti o n, a n d  t h at 
t h e p oliti c al  f or c es w o ul d  b e  o v ert hr o w n  a n d  
Isr a el m o v e d  i nt o a p ositi o n of  p oliti c al s u
pr e m a c y.

J o h n w as  p art  a n d  p ar c el  of  t his e x p e ct ati o n.  
J o h n h a d  gr e at  dis d ai n  f or J e ws w h o,  i n eff e ct,  
b etr a y e d  l h eir J e wis h h erit a g e  b y  s elli n g o ut  t o 
l h e R o m a ns.  H e  l o at h e d m e n  li k e H er o d,  w h o  
l a c k e d c h ar a ct er  a n d  m a d e  c o m pr o mis es  i n or d er 
t o g et  a h e a d.  H e  h a d  n o  p ati e n c e  f or p e o pl e  w h o  
us e d  t h eir p ositi o ns  of  p o w er  a n d  w e alt h  t o s u b
v ert  t h e l a w. W h e n  it w as  l e ar n e d t h at Ki n g  H er o d  
h a d  c o m mitt e d  a d ult er y  wit h  his  br ot h er's  wif e,  
J o h n c h all e n g e d  H er o d.  H e  h a d  t h e g uts  t o t ell 
hi m  t h at w h at  h e  w as  d oi n g  w as  n ot  ri g ht i n G o d's  
e y es.  H er o d  w as  off e n d e d  b y  t his a n d  h a d  J o h n 
t hr o w n i nt o pris o n.

I n t h e el e v e nt h  c h a pt er  of  M att h e w  w e  s e e 
J o h n  i n pris o n  f or his  f ait h a n d  z e al.  J o h n  is b ei n g  
p u nis h e d  f or t elli n g t h e tr ut h a b o ut  H er o d's  si n. 
T h er e  h e  h e ars  r e p orts a b o ut  J es us of  N a z ar et h.  
J es us  w as  t h e m a n  w h o m  J o h n  h a d  b a pti z e d  i n t h e 
J or d a n Ri v er.  J es us w as  t h e m a n  u p o n  w h o m  h e  
h a d  s e e n t h e H ol y  S pirit  c o m e  d o w n  i n t h e f or m 
of  a  d o v e.  It w as  J es us  w h o m  J o h n  h a d  s e nt  m a n y  
of  his  dis ci pl es  t o f oll o w. A n d  n o w  J o h n h e ars  
r e p orts of  J es us, a cti viti es: att e n di n g  w e d di n gs  
a n d  t ur ni n g w at er  i nt o wi n e  (J o h n at e  l o c usts a n d  
wil d  h o n e y,  h e  h a d  t a k e n a  N a zirit e  v o w  a n d  h a d  
n e v er  all o w e d  a  dr o p  of  wi n e  t o p ass  o v er  his  li ps, 
a n d  y et  J es us is o ut  t h er e p art yi n g  wit h  si n n ers). 
J es us is t al ki n g wit h  si n n ers, h e ali n g  si n n ers, 
s urr o u n d e d b y  si n n ers... m e a n w hil e  J o h n is 
c o oli n g  his  h e els  i n j ail a n d  his  f ut ur e is i n s eri o us 
d o u bt.

“ W h y  is n't J es us  d oi n g  s o m el hi n g ?  W h y  is n't 
h e  o ut  t h er e j u d gi n g si n  a n d  b a pti zi n g  wit h  fir e ? "



( C o nti n u e d o n  P a g e

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D A P RI L,  M A Y  1 9 9 62 2

rit u als of  r eli gi o n. H e  s ai d t h at w h at's  i m p ort a nt 
is t o d o  t h e will  of  G o d.  T h at's  off e nsi v e  t o 
n o mi n al  C hristi a ns  w h o  f e el t h at t h e s u m  t ot al of  
t h eir r eli gi o us r e q uir e m e nt is t o s h o w u p  f or 
c h ur c h  w h e n e v er  t h e y f e el li k e it.

J es us t o u c h e d l e p ers. T h at's  off e nsi v e  t o 
p e o pl e  w h o  r ef us e t o r e a c h o ut  a n d c o m e i n 
c o nt a ct  wit h  t h e u nt o u c h a bl es  of  s o ci et y: AI D S  
p ati e nts,  h o m os e x u als,  dr u n ks,  s e x off e n d ers,  
c hil d m ol est ers,  t h e h o m el ess,  a n d t h e h a n di 
c a p p e d.

J es us t al k e d t o S a m arit a ns.  T h at's  off e nsi v e  
t o p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  pr ej u di c es  t o w ar ds p e o pl e  of  
ot h err a c es,  r eli gi o ns orlif est yl es.  W e  d o n't  w a nt  
t o h a v e  t o ass o ci at e  wit h  t h e m, b ut  J es us' a cti o ns  
c o n d e m n  us.

J es us  s ai d  t h at it *s h ar d  f or a  ri c h m a n  t o e nt er  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.  T h ai's  off e nsi v e  t o m ost  
mi d dl e  cl ass  A m eri c a ns  w h o  li v e i n ni c e  h o m es,  
dri v e  ni c e  c ars, h a v e  m o n e y  t o b u y  t o ys, t a k e 
v a c ati o ns,  e at  m or e  f o o d t h a n w e  n e e d  a n d  t hr o w 
a w a y  m or e  s cr a ps  t h a n p e o pl e  i n m a n y  c o u ntri es  
g et  t o e at.  a

J es us t ol d t h e P h aris e es  w h o  w a nt e d  t o st o n e " 
t h e a d ult er o us  w o m a n  t h at t h e o n e  a m o n g  t h e m 
w h o  w as  p erf e ct  h a d  p er missi o n  t o t hr o w t h e first 
r o c k. T h at *s  off e nsi v e  t o p e o pl e  w h o  li v e i n gl ass  
h o us es  b ut  still e nj o y  t hr o wi n g st o n es.

J es us at e  a n d  dr a n k  wit h  si n n ers. T h at's  of 
f e nsi v e t o f ol ks w h o  d o n't  t hi n k it's pr o p er  f or 
g o o d  a n d g o dl y  f ol k t o ass o ci at e wit h  u t h os e 
ki n ds  of  p e o pl e ? *

Is t h er e a n y o n e  w h o  h as n't  b e e n  off e n d e d  b y  
a n y  of  t h e w or ds  a n d  a cti o ns  of  J es us ?

If s o, c o n gr at ul ati o ns. Y o u'r e  p erf e ct!  Y o u  
c a n  st o p  g oi n g  t o c h ur c h  —  y o u  d o n't  n e e d  it a n d  
y o u *r e  m a ki n g  t h e r est of  us  l o o k b a d.

F or  t h e r est of us,l et *s  p a us e  f or a  m o m e nt  a n d  
r efl e ct o n  w h at  t his m e a ns.  B ef or e  w e  c a n  f ull y 
a p pr e ci at e  a n d a c c e pt G o d's  s a vi n g gr a c e,  w e  
m ust  a c k n o wl e d g e  o ursi ns  a n d  t ur n t o t h e s a vi or. 
T h e  d e cisi o n  is o urs  —  li k e J o h n  t h e B a ptist,  w e  
h a v e  a  c h oi c e.

W e  c a n  r ej e ct J es us.  W e  c a n  s a y,  "J es us,  y o ur  
w or ds  a n d  a cti o ns  d o n't  fit i nt o m y  w orl d  vi e w.

t h e g os p el  of  t h e ki n g d o m  pr o cl ai m e d  i o t h e m. 
A n d  t ell hi m  t h at G o d's  bl essi n g  r ests o n  a n y o n e  
w h o  is n ot  off e n d e d  or  s c a n d ali z e d b y  w h at  I a m  
s a yi n g a n d  d oi n g ?

J es us l eft it t o J o h n t o d e ci d e  f or hi ms elf  
w h et h er  or  n ot  J es us w as  t h e M essi a h.  J o h n h a d  
t o c h o os e eit h er t o b eli e v e  t h at J es us w as  t h e 
C hrist  or  t o l o o k f or s o m e o n e  els e.  B ut  i n off eri n g  
J o h n  t his c h oi c e  J es us g a v e  hi m  all  t h e e vi d e n c e  
h e  n e e d e d.  I n His  r e pl y H e  r e mi n d e d J o h n  of  w h at  
t h e S cri pt ur es  s ai d. H e  r e mi n d e d hi m  of  t h e 
pr o p h e ci es  of  Is ai a h 3 5  a b o ut  t h e l a m e l e a pi n g 
li k e a  d e er.  T h e  e vi d e n c e  w as  u n mist a k a bl e,  t h e 
e y e wit n ess  a c c o u nts  w er e  cr e di bl e,  t h es e t hi n gs 
w er e  h a p p e ni n g  t hr o u g h t h e mi nistr y  of  J es us. 
N o,  J es us w as n't  bri n gi n g  j u d g m e nt li k e J o h n 
h a d  e x p e ct e d,  H e  w as  bri n gi n g  h e ali n g.

H o w  di d  J o h n r es p o n d ? Di d  h e  s hift  his  p ar a 
di g m  a n d  c o m e  t o a  n e w  u n d erst a n di n g  a b o ut  t h e 
M essi a h  or  di d  h e  r ej e ct J es us  a n d  g o  t o his  d e at h  
off e n d e d  t h at h e  h a d  pl a c e d  his  h o p es  i n t h e 
wr o n g  m a r? G o d's  W or d  d o es n *t  gi v e  us  t h e 
a ns w er.

B ut  t h e n a g ai n,  t h at's n ot  r e all y w h at *s  i m p o r
t a nt. W h at  is i m p ort a nt is h o w  w e  r es p o n d t o 
J es us. Will  w e  r ej e ct J es us  b e c a us e  H e  f ails t o fit 
i nt o o ur  vi e w  of  t h e w orl d ?  Will  w e  b e  off e n d e d  
b y  J es us'  w or ds ?  Or  will  w e  tr y t o t wist a n d  cr a m  
J es us, w or ds  t o fit i nt o o ur  p ar a di g ms ?

T h e  S  s p el is n't e as y  t o b eli e v e  or  li v e b y  
b e c a us e  ii c a us es off e ns e  a n d s c a n d al. It is a  
jf aj nJ e/ o n, a  st u m bli n g  bl o c k,  J o h n  w as  s c a n d al
i z e d b y  J es us * b e h a vi or,  ass o ci ati n g wit h  t a x 
c oll e ct ors  a n d  si n n ers.  T h e  ri c h y o u n g  r ul er w as  
off e n d e d  b y  J es us'  a d m o niti o n  t o s ell  e v er yt hi n g,  
gi v e  it t o t h e p o or  a n d c o m e f oll o w Hi m.  
Ni c o d e m us  w as  off e n d e d  b y  J es us' ass erti o n  t h at 
i n or d er  t o e nt er  t h e Ki n g d o m  h e  m ust  b e  b o m  
a g ai n.  T h e  J e ws w er e  s c a n d ali z e d b y  t h e n oti o n  
of  a  cr u cifi e d  M essi a h.

T h e  G os p el  ofJ es us  c a us es  off e ns e.  T o o  oft e n  
pr e a c h ers,  a n d  t h e writ er  is g uilt y  of  t his, tr y t o 
s oft e n  t h e w or ds  ofJ es us — w e  d ull  t h e e d g e,  w e  
r e m o v e t h e sti n g, w e  t a k e o ut  t h e bit e.

J es us s ai d y o u  m ust  DI E  t o y o urs elf,  t a k e u p  
y o ur  cr oss  a n d  f oll o w Hi m.  T h at *s  off e nsi v e  t o 
p e o pl e  w h o  ar e  l o o ki n g f or a  c o mf ort a bl e  r eli

gi o n.  T h ai's  off e nsi v e  t o m a n y  m o d er n- d a y  b e 
li e v ers w h os e  o nl y  r eli gi o us e x p eri e n c e  is sitti n g 
i n a  p e w  f or a n  h o ur  o n  S u n d a y  m or ni n g,  w h e n  
it *s c o n v e ni e nt.  M a n y  of  us  fi n d it t o u g h t o g et  o ut  
of  b e d  a n d  sit i n c h ur c h f or j ust o n e  h o ur,  y et  
J es us  t ells us  w e  h a v e  t o di e. F or  m a n y  of  us  t h at's 
off e nsi v e.

C o nsi d er  s o m e ot h er  t hi n gs t h at J es us s ai d 
t h at m a y  b e  off e nsi v e  t o m a n y  p e o pl e.

T o  l o o k u p o n  a  w o m a n  wit h  l ust is t o h a v e  
alr e a d y c o m mitt e d a d ult er y wit h  h er  i n y o ur  
h e art.  J es us h as  virt u all y  c o n d e m n e d  e v er y  m a n  
as  h a vi n g  a d ult er o us  h e arts.  T h at's  off e nsi v e  t o 
m ost  m e n,  b e c a us e  it r e mi n ds us  t h at w e  r e all y ar e  
si n n ers.

T o  b e  a n gr y  wit h  a n ot h er  a n d  h ol d  t h at a n g er  
i n o ur  h e arts  b y  f aili n g t o f or gi v e, or  t o i ns ult 
a n ot h er  is t h e e q ui v al e nt  of  c o m mitti n g  m ur d er.  
T h at  is off e nsi v e  b e c a us e  it r e mi n ds all  of  us  t h at 
w e  ar e  r e all y si n n ers.

T c  dis miss  y o ur  m arri a g e  v o ws  b y  ar bitr aril y  
bri n gi n g  a n  e n d  t o y o ur  m arri a g e  b e c a us e  y o u *r e  
“ n ol  h a p p y "  or  ifs n ot  w h at  y o u  e x p e ct e d,  a n d  
t h e n m arr y  a n ot h er, is a d ult er y, a c c or di n g t o 
J es us.  T h at  is off e nsi v e  t o n e arl y  h alf  of  t h e U. S.  
p o p ul ati o n.

J es us s ai d t h at w h e n  w e  ar e  att a c k e d  b y  a n 
ot h er  w e  ar e n ot  t o r et ali at e, t h at i nst e a d w e  
s h o ul d t ur n t h e ot h er  c h e e k,  t h at w e  s h o ul d l o v e 
o ur  e n e mi es. T h at's  off e nsi v e  t o p e o pl e  w h o  
b eli e v e  i n t h e i n ali e n a bl e ri g ht t o lif e, li b ert y a n d  
t h e p urs uit  of  h a p pi n ess  a n d  t h at it's o k a y  f or 
p e o pl e  t o d ef e n d  t h e ms el v es wit h  l et h al f or c e.

J es us  s ai d  t h at o ur c h arit a bl e gi vi n g  s h o ul d  b e  
d o n e  i n s e cr et. T h at's  off e nsi v e  t o p e o pl e  w h o  
gi v e  l ar g e e n d o w m e nts  t o c h arit a bl e  or g a ni z a 
ti o ns a n d  li k e t o b e  n oti c e d,  or  w h o  w a nt  t o t a k e 
t a x d e d u cti o ns  f or t h eir gi vi n g  w h e n  fili n g t h eir 
i n c o m e t a x.

J es us t ells us  n ot  t o j u d g e ot h ers,  b ut  t h at 
b ef or e  w e  tr y t o r e m o v e t h e s p e c k  fr o m s o m e o n e 
els e *s  e y e  w e  s h o ul d first r e m o v e t h e 2 x 4  fr o m 
o ur  o w n  e y e.  T h at's  r e all y off e nsi v e  t o p e o pl e  
w h o  li k e t o c o m pl ai n,  a n d  w h o  l o v e t o g ossi p  a n d  
criti ci z e  ot h ers.

J es us s ai d t h at it *s n ot  e n o u g h  j ust t o s a y 
“ L o r d,  L or d/ *  t o g o  t hr o u g h t h e m oti o ns  a n d



Gr o wt h

M a y  I H el p  Y o u  C arr y  T h at ?

O n e  of  o ur  G o d- gi v e n

missi o ns  f or t his lif e is

t o r e a c h o ut  t o f ell o w

m ort als  a n d  h el p  t h e m

c arr y  t h e t hi n gs t h e y

c a n n ot  m a n a g e  wit h

o ut  h el p.

b y  S t e p h e n  B o l h o u s
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i n g f or ot h ers  h as  b e e n  a b ort e d  b y  a n  is ol ati o nist 
lif est yl e.

W e  c o ul d b e g  off,  r ati o n ali zi n g a s olit ar y 
e xist e n c e,  a n d  s a y li k e C ai n,  “ A m  I m y  br ot h er's  
k e e p er ? "  ( G e n. 4: 9),  y et  w e  k n o w  h u m a ns  ar e  
gr e g ari o us  b y  n at ur e,  n ot  h er m eti c.  W e  ar e  pr o n e  
t o w ar d i nt err el at e d n ess a n d i nt er d e p e n d e n c e. 
T h er ef or e  w e  n e e d  t o gr o w  a n d  d e v el o p  o urli v es  
a c c or di n g  t o t h e w a y  G o d  m a d e  us!  u H el p  c arr y  
o n e  a n ot h er's  b ur d e ns "  ( G al. 6: 2).  B e  a  b ur d e n  
b e ar er  t o s o m e o n e i n y o ur  s p h er e of  a c q u ai n 
t a n c e. Str et c h  y o urs elf,  r e a c h o ut  a n d  as k,  “ M a y  
I h el p  y o u  c arr y  t h at ?1 1

T h e  f o u n d er of  t h e S al v ati o n  Ar m y,  G e n er al  
Willi a m  B o ot h,  w as  pr o hi bit e d  b y  ill n ess fr o m 
att e n di n g  t h e Ar m y's  i nt er n ati o n al c o n v e nti o n.  
H e  c a bl e d  a  o n e- w or d  m ess a g e  i o t h e d el e g at e  
ass e m bl y:  U O T H E R S! >,

W h y  ar e  w e  h er e ?  Li k e  t h e S al v ati o n  Ar m y  w e  
ar e  all  h er e  t o h el p  ot h ers  c arr y  ( h eir b ur d e ns.

R e c e ntl y  I h a v e  b e e n  f e eli n g " d o w n " a n d  
d e pr ess e d  b y  t h e h a u nti n g  m e m ori es  of  h urls  a n d  
dis a p p oi nt m e nts  fr o m m y  dist a nt  p ast.  I s h ar e d 
t his f a ct wit h  o ur  W e d n es d a y  ni g ht  Bi bl e  st u d y 
gr o u p  a n d w as  o v er w h el m e d  b y l h eir l o vi n g 
c o n c er n  a n d  s u p p ort. I n o ur  s h ar e d pr a y er  (i m e 
t h er e w as  fr e q u e nt m e nti o n  of  m e  a n d  i n y p ai n.  I 
a m  pri vil e g e d  t o h a v e  s o m a n y  b ur d e n  c arri ers  
h el pi n g  m e.

'' H el p c arr y o n e  a n ot h er's  b ur d e ns,  a n d  i nt his 
w a y  y o u  will  o b e y  t h e l a w of  C hrist "  ( G al. 6: 2).  
N ot  o nl y  is h el pi n g i o c arr y  ot h ers'  b ur d e ns  a n  a ct  
of  h u m a n  c o m p assi o n, it is als o o b e di e n c e  t o 
C hrist's  pr es cri pti o n  f or o ur lif est yl es. Is ol ati o n
is m f ails t h e o b e di e n c e  t est; s h ari n g  ot h ers'  b ur 
d e ns  pr o v es  o ur  C hristi a nit y!

If y o u  a n d  I s h o ul d  m e et  o n  t h e str e et,  st o p  m e  
a n d  e n g a g e  i n a  c o n v ers ati o n.  I h a v e  a  q u esti o n  I 
w a nt  l o as k  y o u — t h e s a m e  o n e!  w a nt  y o u  t o as k  
of  m e-  M A  YI  H E L P  Y O U  C A R R Y  T H A T ?  

T T  N  T H E  P O P U L A R  C O MI C  S T RI P  u P e a-  
f n uts, n  L u c y  as ks  C h arli e  Br o w n,  “ W h y  ar e

J L w e  h er e  o n  e art h ? 1' H e  r e pli es, u T o  m a k e  
ot h ers  h a p p y. "  S h e  p o n d ers  t his f or a  m o m e nt  a n d  
t h e n as ks,  “ T h e n  w h y  ar e  t h e ot h ers  h er e ? "

W e  m a y  l a u g h at  L u c y's  t hi n ki n g; s h e  c a n  b e  
sill y, d e ns e  a n d  s elfis h —  all al  t h e s a m e ti m e. 
T hi n k  f or a  m o m e nt  a b o ut  h er  s e c o n d q u esti o n,  
u W h y  ar e l h e ot h ers  h er e ? ” A ns w er:  T h e y  ar e  
h er e  t o h el p  ot h er “ oi h ers. "  W e  ar e  t h os e p ers o ns !

O n e  of  o ur  G o d- gi v e n  missi o ns  f or t his lif e is 
t o r e a c h o ut  t o f ell o w m ort als  a n d  h el p  t h e m c arr y  
t h e t hi n gs t h e y c a n n ot m a n a g e  wit h o ut  h el p.  
Gri ef,  l oss, str ess,  s orr o w, e m oti o n al  p ai n  of  a n y  

^ ki n d  —  t h es e c a n n ot  b e  c arri e d  al o n e;  w e  m ust  
| ^ a v e h el p  i n c arr yi n g  t h e m. " M a y  I h el p  y o u  c arr y  

( h ai ?n  is n ot  j ust ( h e q u esti o n  of  a  b o y  s c o ut t o a  
littl e ol d  l a d y wit h  a  h e a v y  l o a d of  gr o c eri es,  it is 
a  q u esti o n  t h at r efl e cts a  p hil os o p h y  ofli vi n g  —  
h el pi n g  ot h ers  a n d  m a ki n g  t h e m h a p p y.

I n ( h e N e w  T est a m e nt  t h e a p ostl e  P a ul  wr ot e,  
" H el p c arr y  o n e  a n ot h er's b ur d e ns "  ( G al. 6: 2),  
a n d  u W e  w h o  ar e  str o n g ... o u g ht  i o h el p  ( h e w e a k  
t o c arr } z t h eir b ur d e ns.  W e  s h o ul d n ot  pl e as e  
o urs el v es.  I nst e a d w e  s h o ul d  all  pl e as e  o ur  br ot h 
ers  f or t h eir o w n  g o o d n  ( R o m. 1 5: 1, 2).

Oft e n  p e o pl e  g et  c a u g ht i n l h e tr a p of  a n  
is ol ati o nist lif est yl e wit h  a f ortr ess m e nt alit y.  
Aft er  w or ki n g  all d a y  i n fr o nt of  a c o m p ut er  
s cr e e n w e  dri v e  h o m e  fr o m w or k  i n a s e al e d 
v e hi cl e  list e ni n g t o m usi c  o n  l h e t a p e pl a y er.  W e  
pr ess  l h e r e m ot e c o ntr ol  g ar a g e  d o or  o p e n er;  u p  
g o es  t h e g at e;  w e  e nt er;  d o w n  it c o m es  a g ai n.  W e  
ar e  s e al e d a w a y  i n o ur  f ortr ess. Wit h  o ur  mi cr o 
w a v e  T V  di n n er  i n h a n d  w e  p ar k  o urs el v es  i n 
fr o nt of  t h e b o x  a n d  w at c h  sit c o ms a b o ut  “ r e al”  
lif e. I n i his ki n d of  r o uti n e t h er e is n o  c o nt a ct  wit h  
p e o pl e;  n o  i nt er a cti o n wit h  l h e e m oti o ns  ot h ers  

^ a r e e x p eri e n ci n g;  n o  a c k n o wl e d g m e nt  of  h u m a n  
| B e e d. S elf-s er vi n g  p all er ns  h a v e  d o mi n at e d;  c ar-



D e ar  R Esr mr n o N  H e r a l d ,

N a m e  

A d dr ess  

St at e  Cit y  Zi p  

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0  • M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

W oiil d y o uli k et o b e p art of at e a mt h at assists c h ur c h es ar o u n dt h e c o u ntr y  wit h  V a c ati o n Bi bl e S cli o ols, c alli n g,  

et c ?  If y o u  c a n  s p ar e  e v e n  a  w e e k  t his s u m m er  f or t his v al u a bl e  s er vi c e,  w e  n e e d  y o u.  If y o u  c a n  s p e n d  t w o w e e ks

or  m or e  wit h  us,  w e  c a n  off er  y o u  a  s al ar y.  F or  t h e first ti m e t his y e ar,  w e  ar e  off eri n g  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e  cr e dit  

t o hi g h  s c h o ol  j u ni ors a n d  s e ni ors  ( a n d c oll e g e  st u d e nts)  w h o  s er v e  f or al  l e ast t w o w e e ks.  H o usi n g  a n d  f o o d ar e

S 丽 er M 面 踣 Pr o g m m  1 9 9 6
. .. . ■

C 丽  J o m  O ur  C c( m!

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d  
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

U. S  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

M orr o w.  G e or gi a  

N o n pr ofit  Or g.

pr o vi d e df or all  w or k ers.  C all  S ar a h B u z z ar d att h e  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  t oll-fr e e n u m b er  (「 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1)  f or 

m or e  i nf or m ati o n.

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

3  M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct; pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

I 1 1  wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w,  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

2]  S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  - 1 yr  $ 1 2, 2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0.  [ Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U S  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u.

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns  
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  

o n  t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  
a d dr ess  l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e 
r e n e w al d at e  of  y o ur  
s u bs cri pti o n. If t h e n u m b er  
is 9 6. 0,  it e x pir es  wit h  t h e 
F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  iss u e, 1 9 9 6.  
A  9 6. 2  n u m b er  m e a ns  a  
J u n e/J ul y e x pir ati o n.  T his  
m et h o d  will  assist  t h e 
s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.



“ S o  if t h e y s a y, ' R u n t o t h e c o u ntr y  
a n d  s e e hi m  ali v e! 5 or,  ' Q ui c k, g et  
d o w nt o w n,  s e e hi m  c o m e!'  
d orft  gi v e  t h e m t h e ti m e of  d a y.  
T h e  arri v al  of  t h e S o n  of  M a n  isrft 
s o m et hi n g  y o u  g o  t o s e e.
H e  c o m es  li k e s wift li g ht ni n g t o y o u! ”  
M att h e w  2 4: 2 6,  2 7,  T h e  M ess a g e,  © 1 9 9 3,  1 9 9 4, 1 9 9 5.
Us e d  b y  p er missi o n  of  N a v Pr ess  P u blis hi n g  Gr o u p.

T h e  R estit uti o n  H e r al d
^ V ol u m e  8 5,  N u m b er  5,  J u n e, J ul y 1 9 9 6



W h at  If G o d  W as  O n e  of  Us ?

A

▲ ▲▲▲

T H E  R E S T mr n O N  H E R A L D J U N E,  J U L Y 1 9 9 62

G o d  h as  g o n e  t o gr e at  

l e n gt hs t o r e v e al 

Hi ms elf  t o us.

S  I W A S  T U R NI N G  M Y  
r a di o di al  r e c e ntl y s e ar c hi n g  
f or a  st ati o n,  I w as  i ntri g u e d 

b y  t h e l yri cs of  a p o p  s o n g w hi c h  
as k e d  t h e q u esti o n  ... " W h at  if G o d  
w as  o n e  of  us ? "  G o d,  of  c o urs e,  is n ot  
" O N E  O F  U S "  i n t h e s e ns e t h at H e  is 
G o d  a n d w e  ar e h u m a n.  H e  c o ul d  
n e v er  b e  tr ul y h u m a n  a n y  m or e  t h a n 
w e  c o ul d  e v er  b e  tr ul y G o d.  N e v er 
t h el ess, G o d  d o es  d esir e  t o b e  m a d e  
k n o w n  t o us.  G o d  h as  g o n e  t o gr e at  
l e n gt hs t o r e v e al Hi ms elf  t o us,  t o 
pr o vi d e  us  wit h  a  r e v el ati o n.

W h at  is R E V E L A TI O N ?  T h e  O x 
f or d C o n cis e  Di cti o n ar y  d efi n es  it as  
" Dis cl osi n g  of  k n o wl e d g e  t o m a n  b y  
di vi n e  or  s u p er n at ur al a g e n c y ... 
stri ki n g dis cl os ur e  . . . r e v e ali n g of  
s o m e  f a ct.”

W e  d e v ot e  t his iss u e of  T h e  R e s ti 
t u ti o n  H e r a l d  t o dis c o v eri n g  w a ys  
i n w hi c h  G o d  r e v e als Hi ms elf  t o us.

W e  i ntr o d u c e t h e s u bj e ct wit h  a n  
arti cl e  b y  H ollis  P artl o w e  w h o  l a ys 
o ut  f or us  t hr e e k e y  w a ys  i n w hi c h  
G o d  r e v e als Hi ms elf.  T his  is f oll o w e d 
b y  a  l o o k at  " G o d  a n d  t h e S ci e n c es.,,  
T his  arti cl e is writt e n  fr o m t h e p er 
s p e cti v e of  a  C hristi a n  mi nist er  w h o  
als o  h a p p e ns  t o b e  a  tr ai n e d s ci e ntist.

W h e n  m ost  C hristi a ns  t hi n k a b o ut  
r e v el ati o n t h e y n at ur all y  t hi n k of  t h e 
b o o k  of  t h e Bi bl e  t h at g o es  b y  t h at

n a m e  a n d  t h e w h ol e  ar e a  of  pr o p h e c y,  
s o  w e  h a v e  d e v ot e d  a  n u m b er  of  p a g es  
t o arti cl es  o n  t h e Mill e n ni u m,  t h e R a p 
t ur e, t h e ti mi n g of  t h e P ar o usi a,  t h e 
M ar k  of  t h e B e ast,  a n d  citi z e ns hi p  i n 
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

It pl e as es  m e  t o b e  a bl e  t o pr es e nt  
arti cl es fr o m t hr e e g e n er ati o ns of  
C hristi a n  t hi n k ers w h o  h a p p e n  t o b e  
gr a n df at h er,  f at h er a n d s o n. Pl e as e  
n ot e  h o w  G o d  r e v e als hi ms elf  t o e a c h  
g e n er ati o n  of  M attis o ns.  (

G o d  h as  r e v e al e d Hi ms elf  t o us  as  
gr a ci o us  a n d c o m p assi o n at e t o w ar d 
t h e h urti n g  a m o n g us.  P er h a ps  o n e  
gr o u p  of  h urti n g  p ers o ns  t h at h a v e  
t e n d e d t o b e o v erl o o k e d i n o ur  
c h ur c h es  is t h os e w h o  h a v e  b e e n  di 
v or c e d.  W e  i n cl u d e s o m e  i nf or m ati o n 
pr o vi di n g  pr a cti c al  a d vi c e  o n  h o w  t o 
mi nist er  t o t h e di v or c e d i n o ur  
c h ur c h es.

As  al w a ys,  it is a  pl e as ur e  f or m e  t o 
b e  a bl e t o s er v e y o u i n t his w a y.  
Pl e as e  f e el fr e e t o s e n d y o ur  l ett ers 
a n d  arti cl es  t o m e  al o n g  wit h  s u g g es 
ti o ns. I d o  a p pr e ci at e h e ari n g  fr o m 
y o u.  Pl e as e  n ot e  I h a v e  a n u p d at e d  
E- M ail  a d dr ess  —  J Fl et cr @ a ol. c o m
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T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B U S HI N G  

D A NI E L  S M E A D

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

P E R MI S SI O N S:  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e/ C h u r c h  of  G o d  G e n e r al  

C o nf e r e n c e  g r a nts  p e r missi o n  f o r a n y  o ri gi n al  a rti cl e  ( n ot a  r e p ri nt)  t o b e  

p h ot o c o pi e d  o r  d u pli c at e d  f o r us e,  p r o vi d e d  t h e m at e ri al  is dist ri b ut e d  f r e e 

a n d  t h e c o pi es  i n di c ai e t h e n a m e  of  t h e p u bli c ati o n  a n d  t h e n a m e  of  Atl a nt a  

Bi bl e  C oll e g e/ C h u r c h  of  G o d  G e n e r al  C o nf e r e n c e,  a n d  o u r  m aili n g  a d d r ess.

S orti n g  O ut  M att h e w  2 4  
b y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

“ L or d,  D o n't 血 i C ar e ? ” : M art h a  ( L u k e 1 0: 4 0 B)  

b y  Mi c h a el  M attis o n

H el pi n g  Di v or c e d  P ers o ns:  N e e ds  t h e C h ur c h  C a n  M e et  
b y  S u e  Ri c h ar ds  a n d  St a nl e y  H a g e m e y er

M y  Pi ct ur e  Is W brt h a T h o us a n d  N u m b ers
S u b mitt e d  b y  B ett y  A c k els

T h e  Pr a y er  of  F ait h  
b y  J a m es M attis o n

T Y P E S E T T E R S

J A S O N  C A T LI N,  LI S A  1 K N E R,  DI A N E  R E D D

L o o k  U p  a n d  B e c o m e  a  Citi z e n ! 
b y  D el b ert  R a n ki n

T h e  R e s t t r hi o n  H e r a l d  I S  O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  B Y  T H E  C H U R C H  

O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E.  A  N O N P R O FI T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R 

P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T  5 8 2 3  T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P. O.  B O X  1 0 0. 0 0 0,  

M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R
T h e R  e s t t t u ti o n  H e r a l d  A D V  O C A T E S :

A D D R E S S  M AI U N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s t ti u ti o n  H e r a l d . A T T N:  MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R,

P  O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0  ( E- M AI L A D D R E S S:  

atl b c @i x. n ct c o m. c o m ).

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , A T T N:  J E F F  F L E T C H E R,  1 3 0  W A Y N E  S T.,  

P O N C H A T O U L A.  L A  7 0 4 5 4  ( E- M AI L A D D R E S S:  jfl et c r @ a ol c o m).

A u g usti n e  a n d  t h e D o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y  

b y  M ar k  M attis o n

-T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  ( 1 C O R.  8; 6);

・  T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D  S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1: 8);

-J E S U S  C H RI S T  I S G O D' S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  ( M A T T. 1 6: 1 6),  A N D  

I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  (I TI M.  2: 5);

-T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D  W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M.  3: 1 6);

-T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7;  P S A.  1 4 6: 4);

-T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1),  A N D  LI F E  O N L Y  

T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3);

-T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F  T H E  D E A D  ( J O H N 5: 2 8);

・  T H E  I M M O R T A LI Z A TI O N O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  (I C O R.  1 5: 5 3. 5 4) ；
・  T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1: 8);

-T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L  A S  T H E  KI N G D O M  O F  G O D  
U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  ( L U K E 1 : 3 2);

・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 8: 1 7),  A N D  

I S R A E L T O  B E M A D E H E A D  O V E R  G E N TI L E N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1  - 3);

・  T H E  •• R E S TI T U TI O N O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  H A T H  S P O K E N  

B Y T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  

R E G A N t, ( A C T S 3: 2 1).
^ ^ < T T A L S O  H R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  I M M E R SI O N  I N 

T H E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F SI N S  ( A C T S 

2: 3 8).  A N D  A  C O N S E C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N T 1 A L T O  S A L V A TI O N.
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p erf e ct r efl e cti o n of  G o d  w h e n  t h e y 
l o o k e d u p o n  C hrist.  J es us is t h e p erf e ct  
e m b o di m e nt of  t h e attri b ut es of  G o d.  
“ N o  m a n  h at h  s e e n G o d  at  a n y  ti m e; t h e 
o nl y  b e g ott e n  S o n,  w hi c h  is i n t h e b os o m  
of  t h e F at h er,  h e h at h d e cl ar e d  hi m "  
(J o h n 1: 1 8).  T o  fi n d G o d  w e  m ust  m e et  
Hi m  i n J es us C hrist  w h o  is t h e o nl y  d o or  
t o G o d  (J o h n 1 0: 1- 2,  9).  “ S al v ati o n  is 
f o u n d i n n o  o n e  els e,  f or t h er e is n o  ot h er  
n a m e u n d er  h e a v e n gi v e n t o m e n  b y  
w hi c h  w e  m ust  b e  s a v e d " ( A cts 4: 1 2,  
NI V).

3. T H E  BI B L E:  " All S cri pt ur e  is 
gi v e n  b y  i ns pir ati o n of  G o d  ..( 2 Ti m.  
3: 1 6).  E v er y  S cri pt ur e  p orti o n,  t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  a n d t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  all  
6 6  b o o ks  f or m t h e e x pli cit  r e v el ati o n of  
G o d  t o m a n.  T h e  w or d  "i ns pir e d "  m e a ns  
G o d- br e at h e d.  G o d  br e at h e d i nt o t h e 
Bi bl e  writ ers  w h at  H e  w a nt e d  t h e m t o 
writ e,  a n d  t h at is w h at  t h e y wr ot e  —  n o  
m or e  a n d  n o  l ess.

N o  c h ur c h es h a v e  b e e n  b uilt  w h er e  
t h e Bi bl e  h as  n ot  b e e n  pr e a c h e d.  I n Bi bl e  
ti m es G o d  s p o k e dir e ctl y  t o m e n  a n d  
t hr o u g h dr e a ms  a n d visi o ns,  et c.  T o d a y  
w e  h a v e  G o d's  W or d  w hi c h  c o nt ai ns  all  
t h e i nf or m ati o n t h at w e  n e e d  c o n c er ni n g  
His  will  f or o ur  li v es.

T h e  Bi bl e  d o es  n ot  s et o ut  t o pr o v e  
G o d's  e xist e n c e.  It is q uit e  o b vi o us  t h at 
H e  e xists. " T h e f o ol h at h  s ai d i n his  
h e art,  T h er e  is n o  G o d "  ( Ps a. 1 4: 1).  M ar k  
T w ai n  o n c e  s ai d:  u Cr e ati o n  r es ulti n g fr o m 
c h a n c e  is a b o ut  as  li k el y as  t h e u n a bri d g e d  
di cti o n ar y  r es ulti n g fr o m a n  e x pl osi o n  i n 
a  pri nt  s h o p. " 

V E R Y  C A U S E  H A S  A N  ef 
f e ct. T h e  c a us e  is al w a ys  gr e at er  
t h a n t h e c a us e d.  G o d  is t h e first 

gr e at  c a us e. H e  is gr e at er  t h a n His  cr e 
ati o n.

M a n y  t o d a y q u esti o n  G o d's  e xist e n c e.  
Is t h er e r e all y a G o d  o ut  t h er e s o m e
w h er e ?  H o w  c a n I k n o w  f or s ur e ? G o d  
h as r e v e al e d Hi ms elf  t o m a n  i n t hr e e 
disti n ct  w a ys.

1.  N A T U R E:  " T h e  H e a v e ns  ar e  t ell
i n g t h e gl or y  of  G o d;  t h e y ar e  a  m ar v el 
o us  dis pl a y  of  his  cr afts m a ns hi p. D a y  
a n d  ni g ht  t h e y k e e p  o n  t elli n g a b o ut  G o d.  
Wit h o ut  a s o u n d or  w or d,  sil e nt i n t h e 
s ki es, t h eir m ess a g e  r e a c h es o ut  t o all  t h e 
w orl d "  ( Ps a. 1 9: 1  - 2, L B).  Y es,  t h e h e a v 
e nl y  b o di es  sil e ntl y a n d  c o nti n u all y  gi v e  
t esti m o n y t h at G o d  is t h e Cr e at or  a n d  
S ust ai n er  of  t h e u ni v ers e.  M or e o v er,  w e  
ar e  e x p e ct e d t o b eli e v e  i n G o d  " b y t h e 
t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e m a d e, "  a n d if m e n  
c h o os e n ot  t o b eli e v e  i n Hi m,  t h e y 
" wit h o ut  e x c us e " ( R o m. 1: 1 8- 2 0).

G o d  is. H e  e xists.  F a cts  ar e  st u b b or n  
t hi n gs. Y o u  c a n  d o u bt  or  d e n y  t h e m, b ut  
t h e y r e m ai n u n c h a n g e d.  G o d  is a f a ct. 
T h e  u ni v ers e  di d n *t  j ust h a p p e n.  G o d  is 
its M a k er.

2.  HI S  S O N:  G o d  h as  r e v e al e d Hi m 
s elf  t hr o u g h J es us C hrist  w h o  is t h e ̂ e x 
pr ess  i m a g e " of  His  F at h er  ( H e b. 1 : 1 - 3). 
T h e  p ur p os e  of  C hrist's  c oi ni n g  i nt o t h e 
w orl d  w as  t o r e v e al G o d  t o m a n.  H e  
r efl e ct e d G o d  t o m a n  s o  p erf e ctl y  t h at H e  
c o ul d s a y: " H e t h at h at h  s e e n m e  h at h  
s e e n t h e F at h er "  (J o h n 1 4: 9).  As  w e  s e e 
o ur  r efl e cti o n i n a  mirr or,  s o m e n  s a w a

Hi ms elf  t hr o u g h 

J es us  C hrist  w h o  is t h e 

“ e x pr ess  i m a g e " 

of  His  F at h er.



i o n

Ps al m  1 9:  G o d  a n d  t h e S ci e n c es

c Ps al m  1 9  u nit es  t h e

▲ ▲ ▲

/ 

f
b y  M i c h a e l L a n d o n

J U N E,  J U L Y 1 9 9 6 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D5

T h er e  ar e  ti m es, I m ust  t ell y o u,  w h e n  I 
r e gr et a c ert ai n a ct of  mi n e.  I m a d e  
p er h a ps  o n e  gr e at  mist a k e  i n m y  lif e —  
w h e n  I si g n e d t h e l ett er t o Pr esi d e nt  
R o os e v elt  r e c o m m e n di n g t h at at o m  
b o m bs  b e  m a d e.  T h er e  w as  s o m e  j usti
fi c ati o n t o t h at a ct  —  t h e d a n g er  t h at t h e 
G c n n a ns  w o ul d  m a k e  t h e m. T h e y  di d  
n ot  s u c c e e d. W c  s u c c e e d e d  a n d  dr o p p e d  
t h e m o n  J a p a n. It e n d e d  a  t erri bl e w ar.  
B ut  als o  it st ai n e d us  f or e v er. A H  t h at 
c a n n ot  b e  u n d o n e.  It is d a m a g e  h u m a n  
b ei n gs h a v e d o n e  t o t h e ms el v es t h at 
c a n n ot  b e  r e p air e d ( p. 1 1 3).

P ot o k's  p oi nt  is t h at J e wis h A m eri c a ns  
es p e ci all y f ell t h e w ei g ht  of  t his i n v e n
ti o n, si n c e m a n y  of  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt 
s ci e ntists i n v ol v e d i n t h e M a n h att a n 
Pr oj e ct  w er e  J e ws w h o  h a d  fl e d N a zi  
G er m a n y.

T his  st ai n t h at P ot o k  s p e a ks a b o ut  is a  
p art  of  t h e l e g a c y of  s ci e n c e  i n t h e U nit e d  
St at es.  W hil e  w e  all e nj o y  m a n y  of  t h e 
b e n efits  of  s ci e n c e  a n d  t e c h n ol o g y i n o ur 
d ail y  li v es, m a n y  ar e c o n c er n e d a b o ut  
t h e l e giti m a c y of  s ci e n c e. W c  h e ar  of  t h e 
w ar  b et w e e n  s ci e n c e a n d r eli gi o n; w e  
| e a d i n t h e H a m m o n d,  L A  p a p er  a b o ut

st u d y of  n at ur e  a n d  

t h e st u d y of  r e v el ati o n 

i nt o a  si n gl e, s e nsi bl e 

p ar a di g m  t h at gi v es  

s e c urit y t o t h e 

C hristi a n  l a y p ers o n, 

s ci e ntist, s o ci al 

s ci e ntist, a n d  

t h e ol o gi a n.

H AI M  P O T O K' S  B O O K,  T h e  
F esti v al  of  Li g hts  I), c o n 
tr asts t w o i m p ort a nt str a n ds  of  

t h o u g ht r e g ar di n g li g ht i n m o d e m  J e w
is h lif e. O n e  is t h e littl e k n o w n  m ysti c al  
tr a diti o n a m o n g J e ws i n v ol vi n g li g ht. 
T h e  ot h er  is t h e at o m b o m b.  I n t his fi c
ti o n al b o o k, P ot o k  p ortr a ys Al b ert  
Ei nst ei n  s p e a ki n g at a gr a d u ati o n  c er 
e m o n y aft er  W WII:

t h e t hr e at of  t h e A C L U  t o s u e  o ur  s c h o ol 
b o ar d  if a n e v ol uti o n dis cl ai m er  is n ot  
r e m o v e d fr o m t h e r e g ul ati o ns; w e  f e ar 
t h e c ol d,  h ar d- h e art e d,  c al c ul at e d  t hi n k
i n g t h at s ci e n c e a n d  m e di ci n e  c a n  s o m e 
ti m es t hr ust i nt o o ur  li v es.

Is t h er e a n i n h er e nt c o nfli ct  b et w e e n  
s ci e n c e a n d C hristi a nit y ?  Is s ci e n c e 
st ai n e d wit h  a  h u m a nis m  t h at is f or ei g n 
t o t h e Bi bl e ?  Is t h e pl ur alis m  a n d  r el ati v
is m of  t h e s o ci al s ci e ntist a  t hr e at t o t h e 
t h e ol o gi a n's t as k ? Is t h e ol o g y di vi n e  
w or k,  w hil e  s ci e n c e is " d a n g er o us h u 
m a n  wis d o m " ?  T e d  W ar d  h as  p oi nt e d  
o ut  t h at Ps al m  1 9 u nit es  t h e st u d y of  
n at ur e  a n d  t h e st u d y of  r e v el ati o n i nt o a  
si n gl e, s e nsi bl e p ar a di g m  t h at gi v es  s e
c urit y t o t h e C hristi a n  l a y p ers o n, s ci e n 
tist, s o ci al s ci e ntist a n d  t h e ol o gi a n.

T h e  t e xt n at ur all y  f alls i nt o t hr e e s e c
ti o ns. V ers es  1- 6  e x cl ai m  t h at t h e ̂ h e a v 
e ns  d e cl ar e  t h e gl or y  of  G o d, "  v ers es  7-  
1 1  h a m m er  i n t h at “ t h e l a w oft h e L o R D  is 
p erf e ct, "  a n d v ers es 1 2- 1 4  s u m m ari z e 
wit h  " w h o c a n  dis c er n  his  err ors ?,

T h e  Ps al mist  b e gi ns  his  pr ais e  t o G o d  
b y  bl u ntl y  st ati n g, "t h e h e a v e ns  d e cl ar e  
t h e gl or y  of  G o d;  t h e s ki es pr o cl ai m  t h e 
w or k  of  his  h a n ds. "  T h e  i d e a t h at t h er e is 
s o m e ki n d  of  c o nfli ct  b et w e e n  t h e cr e 
ati o n  a n d  t h e cr e at or  is r u d el y dis miss e d.  
I nst e a d t h e cr e ati o n  t ells h u m a ns  s o m e
t hi n g a b o ut  t h e cr e at or  —  " d e cl ar es his  
gl or y, "  " pr o cl ai ms his  w or k, "  " dis pl a ys  
his  k n o wl e d g e. "  I n t h e Ps al mist's  p ar a 
di g m,  t h er e is n ot  o nl y  n o  t e nsi o n b e
t w e e n s ci e n c e a n d  r eli gi o n, b ut  s ci e n c e 
as  t h e e x pl or ati o n  a n d  u n d erst a n di n g  of
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Alt h o u g h  m a n y  e arl y s ci e ntists w er e  

f oll o w ers of  C hrist,  t h e o v er ar c hi n g  vi e w  

of  k n o wl e d g e  w as  a nti-r eli gi o us. It w as  
ass u m e d t h at r eli gi o n w as  i n h er e ntl y 
e m oti o n al a n d  t h at s ci e n c e c o ul d  b e  i n-

T h e  p ur p os e  of  t h e k n o wl e d g e  t h at 
c o m es  fr o m t h e cr e ati o n  a n d  t h e p erf e ct  
l a w of  t h e L o r d , i n t h e Ps al mist's  mi n d,  
is t o a ns w er t h e q u esti o n, " W h o c a n

T h e y  ar c m or e  pr e ci o us  t h a n g ol d,  
t h a n m u c h  fi n e g ol d;

T h e y  ar e s w e et er t h a n h o n e y,  t h a n 
h o n e y  fr o m t h e c o m b.

B y  t h e m is y o ur  s er v a nt w ar n e d;
I n k e e pi n g  t h e m t h er e is gr e at  r e

w ar d.

— Mi c h a el  L a n d o n  is a  s ci e ntist a n d l h e 
mi nist er  of  W est  C h ur c h  of  C hrist  i n

H a m m o n d,  L A ^

B eli e v ers  h a v e  a  bi g g er  pi ct ur e,  a n  ol d er  
v o c a b ul ar y  a n d  a ri c h er n arr ati v e  wit h  
w hi c h  t o ill u mi n al c a n d g ui d e t h eir 
alt er n ati v e  m o d es  of  str u g gl e a n d  f or ms 
of  c o m m u nit y  t h a n t h e s o ci al s ci c ntisls 
h a v e,  b ut  t h e st or y h a p p e ns  a n d  is t ol d 
a n d r et ol d i n t h e s a m e w orl d  (J o h n H.  
Y o d er,  " T o  Y o ur T e nts,  O  Isr a el,  ” Ss d-  
i es i n R eli gi o n  1 8,  S u m m er,  1 9 8 9,  p.  
3 5 8).  

G o d' s  cr e ati o n  i s i n h er e ntl y a  r eli gi o u s 

a cti vit y.

V ers es  4- 6  p er h a ps  b e gi n  t o ill ustr at e 

w h er e  t his m o d e m  t e nsi o n b et w e e n  s ci

e n c e  a n d  r eli gi o n ori gi n at e d.  First,  m a n y  

tr y i o r e a d t h e Bi bl e  as  a  s ci e n c e b o o k.  

T h us,  t h er e is a n i n h er e nt dis cr e p a n c y  

si n c e v ers es  4- 6  p ortr a y  a  u ni v ers e  w h er e  
l h e s u n n ot  o nl y r e v ol v es ar o u n d t h e 

e art h,  b ut  is als o  t o s o m e  d e gr e e  p ers o ni 
fi e d. A  b ett er  u n d erst a n di n g  of  l h e Bi bl e  

is t h at it is a  c oll e cti o n  of  i ns pir e d writ 
i n gs of  m a n y  t y p es, b ut  n o n e  of  t h os e 
t y p es r es e m bl e a  m o d e m  s ci e ntifi c (r e a

lis e. T h es e  v ers es  h er e  ar e p o eti c,  a n d 

l h eir p ur p os e  is t o d e m o nstr at e  t h at e v e n  

t h at p o w erf ul  s u n, o n  w hi c h  h u m a ns  d e 

p e n d  f or s ur vi v al, is s u bj e ct  t o l h e cr e at or  

G o d.
A  s e c o n d r o ot f or l h e m o d e m  t e nsi o n 

b et w e e n  s ci e n c e a n d r eli gi o n is e m b e d 
d e d  i n l h e c o nt e xt  of  e arl y m o d e m  s ci
e n c e.  M o d e m  s ci e n c e b e g a n  d uri n g  a n d  
is d e p e n d e nt  o n  w h at  is c all e d t h e E n 

li g ht e n m e nt f or its vi e w  of  k n o wl e d g e,  
b ut  t h e E nli g ht e n m e nt  its elf w as  a  r e a c

ti o n t o a  s o ci al c o nt e xt.

M ost  of  all,  t h e E nli g ht e n m e nt  b e g a n  as  
a r es p o ns e t o t h e r eli gi o us w ars  of  t h e 
s e v e nt e e nt h c e nt ur y  a n d a n att e m pt t o 
e n d  t h e c o nfli cts.  If t h e w ars  h a d  b e e n  
f a n n e d b y  u n bri dl e d  e m oti o ns,  t h e E n 
li g ht e n m e nt w o ul d  f o c us o n r e as o n 
( All e n a n d H u g h es,  R o ots  of  R est or a 
ti o n, A bil e n e,  T X:  A C U  Pr ess,  1 9 8 8,  p.  
7 6).

dis c er n his  err or ? " T his  is a p erti n e nt  

q u esti o n  t o t h e r etir e d J e wis h p h ysi cist,  

as w ell  as t o all of  us. V ers es  1 2- 1 4  
e x pl ai n  t h at t h e p ur p os e  of  k n o wl e d g e  is 

t o: 1) dis c er n  o n e's  err ors, 2) r e c ei v e 

f or gi v e n ess, 3)  k e e p  o n es elf  fr o m willf ul  

si n a n d  4)  b e  tr a nsf or m e d —  bl a m el ess  

a n d  w ors hi pf ul.  T h e  p ur p os e  of  k n o wl 

e d g e  is n ot  t o i n cr e as e m at eri al  c o mf ort,  

b ut  t o b ett er  u n d erst a n d  o n e's  s elf, es p e 
ci all y  i n r el ati o n t o t h e Cr e at or.

Is t h er e t h e n a t e nsi o n b et w e e n  s ci
e n c e  a n d  C hristi a nit y ?  Y es,  if s ci e n c e is 

s e e n as  p ur e  r e as o n, d e v oi d  of  e m oti o n,  

i nt e nt o n  t h e pr o m oti o n  of  k n o wl e d g e  

r e g ar dl ess of  t h e c o ns e q u e n c es  t o h u m a n  

lif e! N o,  if s ci e n c e is s e e n as  a n  or d erl y  
w a y  l o l e ar n s o m et hi n g a b o ut t h e er e *  

ati o n,  a n d  h e n c e  t h e cr e at or,  a n d  is h el d  
s u bj e ct  t o G o d's  r e v el ati o n. G o d  r e v e al e d 
Hi ms elf  i n di v ers e  t e xts a n d t y p es of  
lit er at ur e. W hil e  t h es e c o nt ai n  m a n y  f a cts, 
m ost  of  t h e Bi bl e  d e als  wit h  G o d's  a c 

ti o ns i n hist or y,  n ot  or d erl y  d es cri pti o ns  
of  m att er.  T h e  C hristi a n  n e e d  n ot  f e ar l h e 

s ci e ntist, n or  t h e t h e ol o gi a n t h e s o ci al  

s ci e ntist. As  J o h n Y o d er  p ut  it:

h cr c ntl y  n o n- c m oli o n al  —  p ur e  r e as o n. 
T his  w orl d  vi e w  st o o d str o n g i n s ci e n 
tists' mi n ds  a n d  p er m e at e d  w est er n  c ul 

t ur e — u ntil  t h e at o m b o m b!  A  fri e n d 

t ol d m e  of  r e g ul arl y m e eti n g  o n e  of  t h e 

s ci e ntists fr o m l h e M a n h att a n  Pr oj e ct  

d uri n g  e v e ni n g  w al ks.  E a c h  ti m e, d uri n g  

t h e s e v er al y e ars  h e  li v e d i n l h e n ei g h 

b or h o o d, t h e ol d m a n  c o m p ulsi v el y  

br o u g ht  t h e s u bj e ct  u p.  tlW e  di d n'  I k n o w ! 

W e  w er e  s o i n v ol v e d i n t his r a pi dl y a d 
v a n ci n g  e d g e  of  n u cl e ar  t e c h n ol o g y t h at 
w e  n e v er  r e ali z e d t h at t his b o m b  w o ul d  

wi p e  o ut  e ntir e  citi es!  I' m s o  s orr y!  W e'r e  
all s o s orr y. If o nl y  

i hi n k! " P ur e  r e as o n, 

m or alit y,  c a n  l e a d t o dis ast er.

T h e  p ar a di g m  of  t h e Ps al mist  w as  t h at 
w hil e  t h e cr e ati o n dis pl a ys  k n o wl e d g e,  
"t h e l a w of  l h e l o r d  is p erf e ct,  r e vi vi n g 
t h e s o ul. " T h er e  is n o  mis u n d erst a n di n g  
— w hil e  t h e cr e ati o n  t ells h u m a ns  s o m e 
t hi n g a b o ut G o d,  G o d's  r e v el ati o n is 
p erf e ct,  n ot  h u m a n  r e as o n, n ot  h u m a n  

t e c h n ol o g y. V ers es  7- 1 1 h a m m er  i n t h e 
c o n c e pt, usi n g  t h e w or ds  l a w, st at ut es,  

pr e c e pts,  c o m m a n ds,  f e ar, a n d  or di n a n c es  
l o r ef er t o t his k n o wl e d g e- gi vi n g  r e v el a
ti o n. T h e  s e cti o n c o n cl u d es wit h  t his 
t e m pti n g pi ct ur e  of  G o d's  w or ds:

w e  h a d  sl o p p e d l o 

or  r e as o n wit h o ut
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T h e  Mill e n ni u m

T
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E dit or's  N ot e:  T h e  C h ur c h  of  G o d  h as  hist ori 
c all y  pr o cl ai m e d  t h e pr e mill e n ni al  r et ur n of  
J es us  C hrist.  L et  us  pr e p ar e  f or a n d  pr o cl ai m 
His  r et ur n! 

H E  MI L L E N NI U M,  A  T E R M  m e a n 
i n g "t h o us a n d, ”  r ef ers t o t h e t h o us a n d- 
y e ar  r ei g n of  C hrist  i n c o n n e cti o n  wit h  

His  r et ur n t o e art h.  S o m e  C hristi a ns  b eli e v e  t h e 
Mill e n ni u m  will  b e  a n  a g e  of bl ess e d n ess  o n  t h e 
e art h. S o m e  b eli e v e t h e Mill e n ni u m  is t h e 
pr es e nt  c h ur c h a g e 一  a p eri o d  of  i n d efi nit e 
l e n gt h. Still  ot h ers  r e g ar d t h e Mill e n ni u m  as  a  
w a y  of  r ef erri n g t o t h e a g es  of  et e mit y.

T h e  Bi bl e's  o nl y  s p e cifi c m e nti o n  of  t h e 
Mill e n ni u m  is i n t h e t w e nti et h c h a pt er  of  R e v 
el ati o n,  a  b o o k  of  visi o ns  a n d  pr o p h e ci es  writ 
t e n b y  t h e a p ostl e  J o h n  w hil e  i n e xil e  o n  t h e Isl e 
of  P at m os  off  t h e c o ast  of  Asi a  Mi n or.  M a n y  
Ol d  T est a m e nt  p ass a g es  als o  s e e m t o p oi nt  t o 
a  mill e n ni al  r ei g n (Is a. 1 1: 4;  J er. 3: 1 7;  Z e c h.  
1 4: 9).

I nt er pr et ers diff er  gr e atl y i n t h eir u n d er 
st a n di n g  of  t h e Mill e n ni u m  a n d  w h e n  a n d  h o w  
it will  o c c ur.

P ost mill e n ni alists  e x p e ct C hrist's  visi bl e  
r et ur n t o e art h  a/r er  t h e Mill e n ni u m.  T h e y  l o o k 
f or t e a c hi n g a n d  pr e a c hi n g  t o us h er  i n a  t h o u
s a n d y e ars  of  p e a c e  a n d  ri g ht e o us n ess b ef or e  
C hrist's  r et ur n. S o m e  p ost mill e n ni alists  b e 
li e v e t his " g ol d e n a g e ” h as alr e a d y b e g u n,  
wit h o ut  o ur  b ei n g  a bl e  t o m ar k  a  s p e cifi c d at e  
w h e n  it st art e d.

A mill e n ni alists  i nt er pr et C hrist's  mill e n ni al  
r ei g n i n a  s pirit u al s e ns e.  W hil e  b eli e vi n g  i n t h e 
L or d's  r et ur n, t h e y r ej e ct a lit er al t h o us a n d-

y e ar  r ei g n o n  e art h.  S o m e  s e e  C hrisfs  r ei g n as  
h a vi n g  b e g u n  i n His  lif e or  at  t h e ti m e of  His  
r es urr e cti o n. T h e y  cit e  P et er's  d e cl ar ati o n  t h at 
C hrist  n o w  r ul es fr o m t h e ri g ht h a n d  of  G o d  
( A cts 2: 3 3- 3 6).  T h e  ki n g d o m  pr o mis es  t o Is
r a el ar e  vi e w e d  s y m b oli c all y  b y  a mill e n ni alists  
a n d  ar e  a p pli e d  eit h er  t o t h e c h ur c h  a g e  or  t o t h e 
a g es  of  et e mit y.

Pr e mill e n ni alists  b eli e v e  t h at C hrist  will  r e
t ur n b ef or e  t h e Mill e n ni u m.  I nt er pr eti n g R e v 
el ati o n  2 0  lit er all y, t h e y h ol d  t h at C hrist  will  
r ei g n o n  e art h ( pr o b a bl y i n J er us al e m) f or a  
lit er al t h o us a n d y e ars.  A c c or di n g  t o t his vi e w,  
G o d's  pr o mis es  m a d e  t o t h e n ati o n  of  Isr a el 
will  b e  f ulfill e d. S at a n  will  b e  b o u n d  a n d  c ast  
i nt o a b ott o ml ess pit  d uri n g C hrisfs  r ei g n 
( R e v. 2 0: 2,  3). All  b eli e v ers  will  b e  r ais e d 
b ef or e  t h e Mill e n ni u m  t o s h ar e C hrist's  r ei g n 
( R e v. 5: 1 0;  2 0: 4).  T h e  r e m ai ni n g d e a d  will  
w ait  f or t h e s e c o n d r es urr e cti o n ( R e v. 2 0: 5).  
Pr e mill e n ni alists  als o b eli e v e t h at aft er t h e 
Mill e n ni u m  S at a n  will  b e  r el e as e d f or a  s e as o n  
b ut  ulti m at el y  will  b e  t hr o w n i nt o a  "l a k e of  
fir e " ( R e v. 2 0: 7,  1 0).

— R e pri nt e d  fr o m W est  C h ur c h  n e wsl ett er.

Us e d  wit h  p er missi o n.
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W h er e  Will  W e  B e ?
b y  H a z e l  C r a m e r

T

▼  ▼  ▼ ▼  ▼ ▼ ▼

W h er e  will  o ur  L or d  c o m e

t o c o m m a n d  t h e d e a d  t o

▲ ▲ ▲  ▲
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si bl e  t h at J es us will  als o  r et ur n t o e art h  i n 
li k e m a n n er,  d es c e n di n g  u p o n  Mt.  Oli v et ?

Z e c h ari a h  1 4: 4 pr o p h esi es t h at H e  
will  i n d e e d d o  s o! " A n d his  f e et s h all 
st a n d i n t h at d a y u p o n  t h e M o u nt  of  
Oli v es,  w hi c h  is b ef or e  J er us al e m  o n  t h e 
c ast,  a n d  t h e M o u nt  of  Oli v es  s h a h  cl e a v e  
i n t h e mi dst  t h er e of t o w ar d t h e e ast  a n d  
t o w ar d t h e w est,  a n d  t h er e s h all b e  a  v er y

aris e  a n d  t h e li vi n g i n 

C hrist  t o b e  c h a n g e d  t o 

i m m ort alit y ? 
▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

gr e at  v all e y:  a n d h alf  of  t h e m o u nt ai n  
s h all r e m o v e t o w ar d t h e n ort h,  a n d  h alf

H E  C O N T R O V E R S Y  c o n c er n 
i n g t h e "r a pt ur e " or  "t a ki n g  
a w a y "  of  t h e r es urr e ct e d s ai nts 

a n d  t h os e li vi n g d uri n g  t h e e n d  li m es is a  
f as ci n ati n g s u bj e ct.  D a ni el  9  a n d  v ari o us  
S cri pt ur es  i n R e v el ati o n  h a v e  l o n g pr o 
vi d e d bi bli c al s c h ol ars wit h  m u c h  
t h o u g ht- pr o v o ki n g m at eri al  f or t h e r a p
t ur e t h e or y. Will  C hristi a ns  Ji vi n g i n t h e 
e n d  ti m es f a c e s e v e n  y e ars  of  tri b ul ati o n, 
t hr e e a n d  a  h alf  y e ars,  or  n o n e  at  all ?

1 T h ess al o ni a ns  4: 1 4- 1 7  t ells us  t h at 
t h e d e a d  i n C hrist  s h all ris e first; t h e n 
t h os e li vi n g at  t h e ti m e of  C hrist's  r et ur n 
will  b e  c a u g ht  u p  t o g et h er wit h  t h e m i n 
t h e cl o u ds,  t o m e et  t h e L or d  i n t h e air;  
a n d  s o s h all w e  e v er  b e  wit h  t h e L or d.  
W h er e  will  t h es e ris e n or  c h a n g e d  s ai nts, 
C hristi a ns  a n d  pr e- C hristi a ns,  b e  t a k e n ? 
T o  h e a v e n ?  H ar dl y!  J es us pl ai nl y  st at e d 
t h at w h er e  I g o  y e  c a n n ot  f oll o w. Als o  i n 
J o h n 3: 1 3  H e  st at e d: " N o m a n  h at h  as 
c e n d e d u p  t o h e a v e n,  b ut  h e  t h at c a m e  
d o w n  fr o m h e a v e n,  e v e n  t h e S o n  of  m a n  
w hi c h  is i n h e a v e n. "

F ort y  d a ys  aft er  His  r es urr e cti o n, J es us 
as c e n d e d  t o t h e h e a v e ns  fr o m ' T h e M o u nt  
of  Oli v es "  or  " Mt. Oli v et. "  A cts  1: 9- 1 1  
a ptl y  d es cri b es  t h e e v e nt.  A n g els  s p o k e 
t o t h os e wit n essi n g  t his p h e n o m e n al  o c 
c urr e n c e,  s a yi n g t h at J es us w o ul d  c o m e  
b a c k  a g ai n i n li k e m a n n er  as t h e y h a d  
s e e n Hi m  g o  i nt o h e a v e n.

W h e n  o ur  L or d  r et ur ns, will  it b e  o v er  
N e w  Y or k  Cit y ?  A  R ussi a n  cit y ?  W h er e  
will  H e  c o m e t o c o m m a n d  t h e d e a d  t o 
aris e  a n d  t h e li vi n g i n C hrist  t o b e  c h a n g e d  
t o i m m ort alit y ? D o es n *t  it s e e m pl a u-

of  it t o w ar d t h e s o ut h/ *
V ers e  5  c o nti n u es,  “ A n d  y e  s h all fl e e 

t o t h e V all e y  of  t h e m o u nt ai ns,  f or t h e 
V all e y  of  t h e m o u nt ai ns  s h all r e a c h u nt o  
A z al,  y e a,  y e  s h all fl e e, li k e as  y e  fl e d 
fr o m b ef or e  t h e e art h q u a k e  i n t h e d a ys  of  
U z zi a h,  ki n g  of  J u d a h; a n d  t h e L or d  m y  
G o d  s h all c o m e,  a n d  all t h e s ai nts wit h  
t h e e. " N oti c e  t h at t h e v ers e  s a ys " all ”  t h e 
s ai nts! S ur el y  t his is r ef erri n g t o t h e 
s e c o n d c o mi n g  of  C hrist,  w h o  will  c all  
u p  t h e r es urr e ct e d a n d  c h a n g e t h e m t o 
m e et  Hi m  i n t h e air,  tr a ns p orti n g t h e m, as  
w ell  as m ort al  J e ws w h o  a c k n o wl e d g e  
t h eir M essi a h,  t o a  pl a c e  of  s af et y. T his

—

pl a c e  of  s af et y w 川  b e  M o u nt  Oli v et,  
fr o m w h e n c e  J es us d e p art e d.  Is ai a h 2 9: 6  
s p e a ks of  a  gr e at  e art h q u a k e  a p p ar e ntl y  
o c c urri n g  i n t h e vi ci nit y  of  J er us al e m i n 
t h e " e n d ti m es”  ( v. 8).

W h e n  I visit e d Isr a el s e v er al y e ars  
a g o,  o ur  J e wis h g ui d e  br o u g ht  us  u p  t o 
t h e t o p of  Mt.  Oli v et.  H e  m a d e  a  r at h er 
st artli n g st at e m e nt t o us  t h at t h er e is a  
f a ult r u n ni n g t hr o u g h t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e 
M o u nt  of  Oli v es.  S ur prisi n gl y,  h e af 
fir m e d t h at m a n y  J e ws b eli e v e  t h at t h eir 
pr o mis e d  M essi a h  w o ul d  a p p e ar  t h er e i n 
gl or y  t o b e  t h eir Ki n g.  O ur  J e wis h g ui d c ^  
b eli e v e d  t h at Mt.  Oli v et  w o ul d  ulti m at e! } ^  
b e  s plit b y  a n  e art h q u a k e,  w h e n  M essi a h  
'' c o m es. "

M a n y  Bi bl e  st u d e nts b eli e v e  t h at i n 
t h e s o- c all e d r a pt ur e t h e ris e n s ai nts will  
b e  t a k e n t o h e a v e n,  t o a  pl a c e  of  s af et y  
"s o m e w h er e u p  t h er e” u ntil  t h e j u d g e
m e nt  of  t h e n ati o ns  "is p ast. "  T h us  t h e y 
w o ul d  es c a p e  t h e gr e at  tri b ul ati o n p eri o d  
t h at n o n- C hristi a ns  m ust  g o  t hr o u g h. If 
t h at w er e  tr u e, C hrist  w o ul d  h a v e t o 
c o m e  b a c k  t h e s e c o n d ti m e, tr a ns p ort t h e 
s ai nts t o h e a v e n,  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  a  t hir d 
ti m e t o j u d g e t h e n ati o ns  a n d r es c u e a  
r e m n a nt of  t h e J e ws. T h e n  J es us w o ul d  
h a v e  t o g o  b a c k  t o h e a v e n  t o r etri e v e t h e 
s ai nts, c o mi n g  b a c k  y et  a  f o urt h ti m e.

It is n ot  u ntil  aft er  t h e t h o us a n d- y e ar 
r ei g n t h at G o d  will  visit  or  b e  wit h  m a n 
ki n d,  1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 2 4- 2 8  affir ms,  s o 
t h e s ai nts w o n't  g o  t o G o d's  a b o d e.

S ur el y,  it is f ar m or e  pl a usi bl e  t o a c 
c e pt t h e S cri pt ur es  a b o ut b ei n g  tr a ns
p ort e d  t o Mt.  Oli v et  t h a n a  n o n ・s cri pt ur a.  
r ef er e n c e t o a  pl a c e  of  s af et y  i n h e a v e n.
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W h e n  y o u  s e e t h e a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es o 
l ati o n s p o k e n of  b y  D a ni el  st a n di n g i n

Tr ut h  is oft e n  si m pl e, 

a n d  t h er e is a

str ai g htf or w ar d  

str u ct ur e t o J es us'  

pr e di cti o n  of  

t h e f ut ur e.

t h e h ol y  pl a c e,  fl e e t o t h e m o u nt ai ns  
....F or  t h e n s h all b e  gr e at  tri b ul ati o n 
....I m m e di at el y aft er  t h e tri b ul ati o n of  
t h os e d a ys  [ M ar k 1 3: 2 4,  u I n t h os e d a ys,  
aft er  t h at tri b ul ati o n''] t h e s u n will  b e  
d ar k e n e d  ... a n d  t h e n t h e y will  s e e t h e 
S o n  of  m a n  c o mi n g  i n p o w er. .. . A n d  
h e  s h all s e n d f ort h his  a n g els . . . t o 
g at h er  t h e el e ct " ( M att. 2 4: 1 5,  1 6,  2 1,  
2 9- 3 1).

G L A N C E  A T  T H E  c o m m e n 
t ari es s h o ws  t h at t h er e h as  b e e n  
littl e a gr e e m e nt a b o ut w h at  

J es us s ai d i n M att h e w  2 4.  W h at  H e  i n
t e n d e d t o c o n v e y  w as  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  
e v e nts  d esti n e d  t o h a p p e n  i n J u d e a:  ̂ B e 
h ol d,  I h a v e  t ol d y o u  i n a d v a n c e "  ( M alt. 
2 4: 2 5).  B ut  h o w  w ell  h as  H e  b e e n  u n d er 
st o o d ? T h e  r a di c al s k e pti c t hi n ks t h e 
c h ur c h  m a d e  u p  t h e w h ol e  st or y  aft er  { h e 
f all of  J er us al e m a n d  p ut  it o n  t h e li ps of  
J es us. T his  w o ul d  gi v e  t h e i m pr essi o n 
t h at J es us h a d  m a d e  a  pr e di cti o n!

S o m e  ar e  p ers u a d e d  t h at J es us di d  n ot  
s e e b e y o n d  A. D.  7 0  a n d t h at t h e e n d  of  
t h e a g e a n d e v e n t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g  
h a p p e n e d  t h e n. Ot h ers  s e ns e  t h at t h er e is 
m or e  t o t h e d es cri pti o n  of  His  “ c o mi n g  
wit h  p o w er  a n d gr e at  gl or y "  t h a n c a n  
p ossi bl y  b e  s q u ar e d wit h  e v e nts  i n A. D.  
7 0.  B ut  t h e pr o bl e m  is: J es us s p e a ks of  a  
t erri bl e ti m e of  distr ess i n c o n n e cti o n  
wit h  J er us al e m, t o b e  f oll o w e d i m m e di
at el y  ( v. 2 9)  b y  His  a p p e ar a n c e  i n gl or y.  
H o w  c a n  J es us  h a v e  s p o k e n of  t h e f all of  
J er us al e m i n A. D.  7 0  a n d  of  His  c o mi n g  
i m m e di at el y aft er  t h at ? O n e  r e a cti o n h as  
b e e n  t o a c c us e  J es us of  b ei n g  mist a k e n  
a b o ut  t h e ti m e of  His  c o mi n g.

All  t his is u ns atisf a ct or y  a n d  c o nf us 
i n g. H o w  s h all w e  r es ol v e t h e diffi c ul 
ti es ? Q uit e  si m pl y: b y  f oll o wi n g t h e s e
q u e n c e  J es us  g a v e  a n d  b eli e vi n g  it! Tr ut h  
is oft e n  si m pl e, a n d  t h er e is a  str ai g htf or
w ar d  str u ct ur e  t o J es us' pr e di cti o n  of  t h e 
f ut ur e. It l o o ks li k e t his:

Att e m pts  t o e x pl ai n  t his m at eri al  h a v e  
oft e n  f o u n d er e d f or o n e  si m pl e r e as o n. 
T h e  criti c all y  i m p ort a nt c o n n e cti n g  ti m e 
e x pr essi o ns h a v e  b e e n i g n or e d or  e x 
pl ai n e d  a w a y. I n t his w a y  J es us' 
s a g e h as  b e e n  dist ort e d.  Vit all y  i m p or
t a nt is t h e a d v er b  "i m m e di at el y "  i n v ers e  
2 9. T his  li n ks t h e gr e at  tri b ul ati o n of  
v ers es 1 5- 2 4  wit h  t h e c os mi c si g ns of  
v ers e  2 9  a n d  t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g w hi c h  
f oll o ws. T h es e  e v e nts o c c ur  i n q ui c k  
s u c c essi o n.

C o m m e nti n g  o n  v ers e  2 9,  ̂ I m m e di 
at el y  aft er, "  A.  H.  M c N eil e,  f or m er pr o 
f ess or of  t h e ol o g y at C a m bri d g e,  s a ys: 
" T his v ers e  is t h e tr u e s e q u el t o v ers e  1 5.  
T h e  tri b ul ati o n ( v. 2 1)is t h e cli m a x  of  t h e 
birl h p a n gs  ( v. 8)  b ei n g  f oll o w e d i m m e
di at el y  b y t h e e n d. I n M ar k,  t o o, t h e 
tri b ul ati o n a n d  t h e s e c o n d  c o mi n g  ar e  i n 
t h os e d a ys,  i. e., t h e y ar e  s u c c essi v e  e v e nts  
i n t h e s a m e  p eri o d ... T h e  tri b ul ati o n will  
b e  t erri bl e b ut  t h e P ar o usi a  [ S e c o n d C o m 
i n g] will  f oll o w it at  o n c e. n|  T h er e  is n o  
g a p  b et w e e n  t h e tri b ul ati o n, t h e h e a v 
e nl y si g ns, a n d t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g. It 
f oll o ws, t h e n, t h at t h e c o n c e ntr at e d  ti m e 
of  tr o u bl e J es us  d es cri b e d  di d  n ot  h a p p e n  
i n A. D.  7 0.  N o  c os mi c si g ns f oll o w e d
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t h at e v e nt i m m e di at el y. N or  di d  J es us  

c o m e  b a c k.

1 T h e  G os p el  A c c or di n g  t o St. M att h e w,  p p.  
3 5 1,  3 5 2.

2 I bi d., p.  3 4 7.
3  F or  a  f ull-l e n gt h st u d y s h o wi n g t h at M ar k  1 3  

(t h e p ar all el  t o M att.  2 4)  is a  c o m m e nt ar y  o n  
D a ni el  1 1 a n d 1 2,  s e c Pr o p h e c y  I nt er pr et e d, 
b y  L ars  H art m a n,  C o ni e ct a n c a  Bi b h c a.

4  T h e  p ar e nt h esis  is n o  d o u bt  a d d e d b y  M at 
t h e w, r efl e cti n g J es us * i nt e nti o n.

T h er e  ar c  t w o w a ys  of  c o nfir mi n g  t h e 

si m pl e  s eri es of  e v e nts  w hi c h  J es us s a ys 

will  h a p p e n  i n q ui c k  s u c c essi o n: tri b ul a

ti o n, h e a v e nl y si g ns, s e c o n d c o mi n g.  

Firstl y,  i n v ers e  1 4  w e  r e a d of  “ t h e e n d ":  

“ T his  g os p el  of  t h e ki n g d o m  s h all b e  

pr e a c h e d  i n all  t h e w orl d  as  a  wit n ess  t o 
t h e n ati o ns;  a n d  t h e n血  e 〃 ds h all  c o m e. "  
N o w  o bs er v e  v ers e  1 5:  " W h e n  y o u  t h er e

f or e s e e t h e a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n  

w hi c h  w as  s p o k e n  of  t hr o u g h D a ni el  t h e 

pr o p h et  st a n di n g  i n t h e h ol y  pl a c e  (l et t h e 

r e a d er u n d erst a n d) . ・ ・ "T h e  littl e Gr e e k  

w or d  tr a nsl at e d ''t h er ef or e " c o n n e cts  t h e 

a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n  wit h  t h e e n d  

r ef err e d t o i n v ers e  1 4. 2 T his  c o nfir ms  
w h at  w e  h a v e alr e a d y s e e n: t h at t h e 

a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n  is a  f e at ur e of  
t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e. Its a p p e ar a n c e  tri g
g ers t h e a wf ul ti m e of  tr o u bl e w hi c h  

i m m e di at el y pr e c e d es  J es us * arri v al.  T h e  

a b o mi n ati o n of  d es ol ati o n si g n als t h e 
a p pr o a c hi n g  e n d  of  t h e a g e.

S e c o n dl y,  c o nfir m ati o n of  J es us'  
si m pl e s c h e m e f or t h e f ut ur e is f o u n d i n 
D a ni el.  H er e  w e  f oll o w J es us' i nstr u c
ti o ns c ar ef ull y.  T h e  a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es o 
l ati o n is t h e o n e  d es cri b e d b y D a ni el  

( M att. 2 4: 1 5).  T h e  pr e cis e  e x pr essi o n  

" a b o mi n ati o n of  d es ol ati o n 0 o c c urs  i n 

D a ni el  1 1: 3 1  wit h  a  f urt h er r ef er e n c e t o 

its a p p e ar a n c e  i n t h e h ol y  pl a c e  i n D a ni el  

1 2: 1 1.  D a ni el  9: 2 7  c o nt ai ns  a  t hir d r ef er
e n c e.  I n all  t hr e e c as es  D a ni el  d es cri b es  
a  fi n al e vil  r ul er, a  ki n g  of  t h e n ort h  (fr o m 

t h e r e gi o n of  S yri a  or  Ir a q), w h o  s ets 
hi ms elf  ( or his  i m a g e) u p  as  "t h e  a b o mi 
n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n M  a n d  p uts  a n  e n d  t o

t e m pl e s a crifi c es ( D a n. 1 1: 3 1).  It is cr u 

ci all y i m p ort a nt t o s e e t h at i n D a ni el  

1 2: 1 1 a b o ut t hr e e a n d a h alf  y e ars  will  

el a ps e b et w e e n  t h e a p p e ar a n c e of  t h e 

a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n  a n d  t h e e n d  of  
t h e a g e. J es us is m er el y  el a b or ati n g  (i n 

M att.  2 4)  w h at  w as  alr e a d y l ai d o ut  b y  

D a ni el:  a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n  ( D a n. 

1 1: 3 1;  M att.  2 4: 1 5);  tri b ul ati o n f or 3  1/ 2  

y e ars ( D a n. 1 2: 1, 7, 1 1); r es urr e cti o n 

( D a n. 1 2: 2).  T h e  w h ol e  of  D a ni el  1 

a n d 1 2  m ust  b e  r e a d as o n e  c o n n e ct e d  
st or y a n d t h e D a ni el  p ass a g e  m ust  b e  

k e pt  i n mi n d  as  t h e b a c k gr o u n d  t o J es us'  

dis c o urs e  i n M att h e w  2 4 ?

Br e a ki n g  t h e c o n n e cti o n b et w e e n  

M att h e w  2 4: 1 5  a n d  D a ni el  1 1: 3 1  is t h e 

o n e  si n gl e f a ct or l e a di n g t o mist a k e n  

s yst e ms of  pr o p h e c y.  T h e  li n k is est a b 

lis h e d b y  J es us' o w n w or ds:  " L ei t h e 

r e a d er u n d erst a n d  t h at I a m r ef erri n g t o 

t h e b o o k  of  D a ni el ”  (s e e M att.  2 4: 1 5). 4
D a ni el  9: 2 7  s p e a ks als o  of  a n  a b o mi 

n a bl e  p ers o n  o n  t h e r a m p a g e i n J er us a 
l e m f or 3  1/ 2  y e ars.  D a ni el  8: 1 3,  1 4  gi v es  
m or e  i nf or m ati o n. All  t h es e v ers es  f or m 
t h e b a c k gr o u n d  t o M att h e w  2 4: 1 5- 3 1  

a n d h ar m o ni z e  wit h  it. R e m e m b er  t h e 
o n e  k e y  t o M att h e w  2 4:  T h e  tri b ul ati o n 

of  w hi c h  J es us s p o k e is t o b e  f oll o w e d 
i m m e di at el y b y c os mi c si g ns a n d t h e 
s e c o n d c o mi n g.  A n d  t h e tri b ul ati o n is t o 
b e  tri g g er e d b y  t h e a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es o 
l ati o n alr e a d y pr o p h esi e d  b y D a ni el  
1 1: 3 1.  W h e n  t h es e f a cts ar e h el d t o

g et h er  t h e y b uil d  u p  a  c o m p osit e  pi ct ur e  

of  e v e nts  d esti n e d  t o h a p p e n  j ust b ef or e  

J es us arri v es.  W h e n  t h at will  h a p p e n  n o  

o n e  k n o ws.  B ut  w h e n  C hristi a ns  s e e t h e 
a b o mi n ati o n  of  d es ol ati o n,  a n d  t h e e v e nts  
w hi c h  f oll o w, t h e n t h e y m a y  "l o o k u p, 
b e c a us e  t h eir r e d e m pti o n is dr a wi n g  n e ar "  
( L u k e 2 1: 2 8).  T h e  ti m e will  h a v e  arri v e d  
f or t h e r e or d eri n g of  e art h's  aff airs  u n d er

t h e s u p er visi o n of  J es us, t h e M essi a h.  

T h e  ki n g d o m  of  G o d  will  b e  h er e.

S o m e  will  as k:  W h y  di d  J es us s a y t h at 

"i his g e n er ati o n  will  n ot  p ass  b ef or e  all  

t h es e t hi n gs c o m e t o p ass " ?  H e  w as  

cl e arl y  r ef erri n g t o all  t h e gr e at  e v e nts  of  

M att h e w  2 4  i n cl u di n g His  arri v al  i n p o w er  

a n d  gl or y.  Di d  t h es e e v e nts  h a p p e n  wit hi n  

4 0  y e ars  of  His  gi vi n g  t h e pr e di cti o n ?  

Cl e arl y  n ot.

T h e  s ol uti o n is t h at < 4 t his g e n er ati o n "  

c a n  m e a n  ' T his pr es e nt  e vil  er a  of  h u m a n  

hist or y''  l asti n g till t h e s e c o n d c o mi n g.  
W c  will  n ot  c o m e t o t h e e n d of  t his 
pr es e nt  e vil  a g e  u ntil  all  t h e a wf ul  e v e nts  

J es us o utli n e d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d.

J es us  Hi ms elf  di d  n ot  k n o w  t h e d a y  or  

t h e h o ur  of  His  c o mi n g  b a c k  l o t h e e art h.  

H e  l o o k e d o ut  o v er  t h e t e m pl e b uil di n g  

a n d  k n e w  fr o m pr o p h e c y  t h at t h er e \ v o ul d( 

b e  gr e at  tr o u bl e i n J er us al e m a n d  i n t h e 

t e m pl e j ust b ef or e  H e  c a m e  b a c k.  J es us 
w o ul d  n ot h a v e k n o w n w h et h er  t h e 

t e m pl e t h e n st a n di n g w as  t h e o n e  w hi c h  
w o ul d  s uff er tr o u bl e j ust b ef or e  His  r e
t ur n. W h at  H e di d k n o w,  b as e d  o n  D a ni el,  

w as  t h at t h er e w o ul d  b e  e xtr e m e  tr o u bl e 

i n J er us al e m  j ust b ef or e  His  r et ur n. T h at  

ti m e of  tri b ul ati o n is still i n t h e f ut ur e. As  

w e,  or  s u bs e q u e nt  g e n er ati o ns,  w at c h  t h e 

Mi d dl e  E ast,  w e  s h all o n e  d a y  s e e t h e 
u nf ol di n g  of  J es us' pr e di cti o n  i n M at 
t h e w 2 4.  M e a n w hil e,  t h e M essi a h's  pr e 
ci o us w or ds  ar e  gi v e n  t o us  as vit al  i n

str u cti o n u ntil t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
c o m es.  



P R O P H E C Y

M y  Pi ct ur e  Is W ort h  a  T h o us a n d  N u m b ers
b y  N.  W.  H u t c hi n g s

d a y. E ur o p e  is e m pl o yi n g
— S u b mitt e d  b y  B ett y  A c k els,  Pr o p h eti c  O bs er v er,  M ar c h  1 9 9 6.

T h e  J u n e 1 9 9 5  e diti o n  of  S p e ctr u m  r e p ort e d:
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I n ot h er  w or ds,  a c o m p ut er  c hi p o n  a cr e dit  c ar d, or  
i m pl a nt e d u n d er  t h e s ki n, will  n o w  pr oj e ct  y o ur  pi ct ur e  

i m a g e o n  a  mi ni at ur e  s cr e e n f or I D p ur p os es.  C o ul d  t his b e  
t h e i m a g e of  t h e B e ast  d es cri b e d  i n R e v el ati o n  1 3 ?

Wit h o ut  a  d o u bt,  wit hi n  a  v er y  f e w y e ars  e v er y  p ers o n  

o n  e art h  will  b e  r e q uir e d t o c arr y  a n  e m b e d d e d  c o m p ut er  

c hi p,  els e  t h e y will  n ot  b e  a bl e  t o tr a v el, w or k,  b u y,  or  s ell.  
Ri g ht  n o w,  t his is pr oj e ct e d  f or t h e i m m e di at e f ut ur e. Q

A n  u n c o m pr ess e d  di giti z e d  i m a g e of  a  t y pi c al p ass 
p ort  p h ot o gr a p h  o c c u pi es  a b o ut  9, 0 0 0  b yt es.  Y et  t h e 
s u bj e ct is still r e c o g ni z a bl e w h e n  t h e i m a g e is c o m 
pr ess e d.  ... f or I D p ur p os es  o n  t h e m a g n eti c  stri p  of  
a  cr e dit  c ar d.

A m eri c a n  E x pr ess *  m ott o  is, " D o n't  l e a v e h o m e  wit h o ut  

it, " m e a ni n g  t h e A m eri c a n  E x pr ess  cr e dit  c ar d.  T h e  J a n u 
ar y 2 1, 1 9 9 6  e diti o n of  t h e P hil a d el p hi a  I n q uir er, i n a n  

arti cl e titl e d " W h o's  Pl u g g e d  i nt o t h e F ut u r e ? "  st at e d i n 
p art:

T hirt y  y e ars  fr o m n o w  c hi ps  will  b e  i m pl a nt e d i n o ur  
b o di es  e n c o d e d wit h  cr e dit  c ar d,  p ass p ort,  dri v er's  
li c e ns e, a n d ot h er  p ers o n al  i nf or m ati o n. W e * d  n o  
l o n g er h a v e  t o w orr y  a b o ut  l e a vi n g h o m e  wit h o ut  it.

T his  p ast  s u m m er I c h e c k e d i n f or a fli g ht t o L os  

A n g el es,  a n d  t h e airli n e  as k e d  f or m y  dri v er's  li c e ns e f or 
i d e ntifi c ati o n. T h e  a g e nt  w a nt e d  t o s e e s o m et hi n g wit h  m y 
pi ct ur e  o n  it. W h y ?  S e c urit y  w as  ti g ht er b e c a us e  t h e p o p e  

w as  c o mi n g  t o t h e U nit e d  St at es.  I n O ct o b er  I c h e c k e d  i n 
f or a  fli g ht at  K e n n e d y  Air p ort  t o g o  t o At h e ns.  T h e  s a m e  
t hi n g o c c urr e d.  W h y ?  S e c urit y  w as  ti g ht er b e c a us e  of  a n  
i nt er n ati o n al t err orist al ert.  I n F e br u ar y  I c h e c k e d  i n f or a  

fli g ht t o att e n d t h e N ati o n al  R eli gi o us  Br o a d c ast ers  C o n 
v e nti o n  at  I n di a n a p olis. A g ai n,  I h a d  t o s h o w m y  pi ct ur e.  

W h y ?  F e d er al  a g e nts w er e  g etti n g  r e a d y f or t h e s u m m er 

Ol y m pi cs  i n Atl a nt a.
B e c a us e  of  i n cr e as e d i nt er n ati o n al tr a v el, fi n g er pri nts, 

p ass p orts,  or  tr a diti o n al i d e ntifi c ati o n m et h o ds  ar e  i ns uffi
ci e nt.  Milli o ns  c h e c k  t hr o u g h i nt er n ati o n al air p orts  e v er y

a m a c hi n e  f or i nst a nt h a n d  
i d e ntifi c ati o n, b ut  t h es e m a c hi n es  ar e  i nst all e d i n li mit e d 
n u m b ers.  All  g o v er n m e nts  ar e  s e ar c hi n g  f or a  c o m m o n  I D, 
a c o u nt erf eit- pr o of, f o ol pr o of s yst e m. P o p ul ar  S ci e n c e,  

J ul y 1 9 9 5,  pr o p os e d  its o w n  s ol uti o n t o t h e pr o bl e m:

J ust i m a gi n e: n o  j a n gl y c oi ns i n y o ur  p a nts, n o  
cri n kl e d  bills  i n y o ur  w all et. ... S u c h  is t h e visi o n  of  
s m art c ar d pr o p o n e nts.  . . . S m art  c ar ds ar e als o  
r ef err e d t o as  c hi p  c ar ds  a n d  el e ctr o ni c  p urs es. ... uIf 
w e  h a d o ur w a y,  w e' d  i m pl a nt a c hi p b e hi n d  
e v er y o n e's  c ar  at  t h e m at er nit y  w ar d, "  s ai d R o n al d 
K a n e,  a vi c e- pr esi d e nt  of  C u bi c  C or p's  a ut o m ati c  
r e v e n u e c oll e cti o n  gr o u p.
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L o o k  U p  a n d  B e c o m e  a  Citiz e n!
b y  D e l b e r t  R a n ki n

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼  ▼ ▼

H e  w as  a b o ut  t o di e.

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲  ▲ ▲ ▲
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J es us  st at e d t h at His  

ki n g d o m  w as  n ot  of  t his 

w orl dl y  c h a os  a n d  t h at it 

w as  n ot  t o st art t h e n w h e n

(J o h n 1 8: 3 6- 3 7).  T h e  Ki n g d o m  w o ul d  
c e ntr ali z e  wit h  t h e r est or ati o n of  Isr a el 
( L u k e 1: 3 1- 3 3)  b ut  w o ul d  n ot  h a p p e n  
d uri n g  t h e p ost-r es urr e cti o n  d a ys  pri or  
t o P e nt e c ost  ( A cts 1: 6- 8), a p p ar e ntl y  
pl a ci n g  t h e e v a n g elisti c w or k  of  t h e 
c h ur c h a m o n g t h e G e ntil e  ki n gs a n d  
n ati o ns  as  t h e m aj or  t hr ust f or t his a g e,  
a n d  pl a ci n g  t h e d at e  of  t h e st art of  t h at 
ki n g d o m  o n  t h e s a m e  b asis  as  t h e d at e  of  
C hrist's  s e c o n d  c o mi n g  ( cf. M ar k  1 3: 2 6-  
2 7,  3 2).

T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  His  C hrist  
di d  n ot  st art f or us  at  P e nt e c ost  n or  h as

U T  W H E N  T H E Y  b e 
li e v e d P hili p  a n n o u n ci n g  
gl a d  ti di n gs c o n c er ni n g  t h e 

Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  a n d  t h e n a m e  of  J es us 
C hrist,  t h e y w er e  i m m ers e d, b ot h  M e n  
a n d W o m e n M  ( A cts 8: 1 2, E m p h ati c  
Di a gl ott).

T o d a y  w e  y et  pr o cl ai m  "t h e n a m e  of  
J es us C hrist "  —  Hi m  cr u cifi e d, b uri e d  
a n d  ris e n a g ai n,  t ot all y, lit er all y a n d  a c 
c or di n g t o t h e S cri pt ur e.  T h e  a p ostl e  
P a ul  ar g u e d  i n d ef e ns e  of  u n d erst a n di n g  
t h e m ort alit y  of  t h e m a n  c all e d  C hrist  a n d  
His  r es urr e cti o n fr o m t h e sl e e p of  t h e 
d e a d. ( R e a d 1 C ori nt hi a ns  1 5: 1- 2 1.)  
T h er e 1  s  j ust s o m et hi n g a b o ut  t h at n a m e,  
t h e n a m e  of  o ur  S a vi or.

A n  i m p ort a nt as p e ct  of  t h at pr o cl a m a 
ti o n is t h e g o o d  n e ws  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d.  T his  t h e a p ostl e  als o  d e cl ar e d  i n t h e 
v er y  s a m e br e at h.  ( R e a d 1 C ori nt hi a ns  
1 5: 2 2- 2 8.)  T h e  pr o p h eti c  s e q u e n c e  i n his  
pr es e nt ati o n  is t h us: ( 1) t h e r es urr e cti o n 
of  "t h e y  t h at ar e  C hrist's  at  his  c o mi n g "  
( v v. 2 2- 2 3),  ( 2) C hrist's  r ei g n, d uri n g  
w hi c h  all t hi n gs a n d e n e mi es ar e s u b
d u e d  ( v v. 2 5- 2 7),  ( 3) fi n all y, t h e S o n  
t ur ni n g t h e Ki n g d o m  o v er  t o His  F at h er  
w h o  is G o d  ( v v. 2 4,  2 8).

R e v el ati o n,  c h a pt ers  2 0- 2 1,  f oll o ws a  
c o m p ar a bl e  s e q u e n c e: ( 1) "t h e first r es
urr e cti o n, M  ( 2) t h e mill e n ni u m,  " a t h o u
s a n d y e ars "  of  ri g ht e o us r ul e b y  C hrist,  
d uri n g  w hi c h  t h e e n e mi es  ar e  s u b d u e d, 
( 3) a n d  fi n all y G o d  Hi ms elf  s h all b e  wit h  
m e n.

T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  c o m pl et e  wit h  
Ki n g  a n d  t hr o n e, g o v er n m e nt  a n d  l a ws, 
s u bj e cts a n d t errit ori al e x p a ns e,  h as  n ot

it st art e d si n c e, f or s e v er al r e as o ns. (I) 
T h e  L or d  t a u g ht His  dis ci pl es  t o pr a y  
“ T h y  ki n g d o m  c o m e.  T h y  will  b e  d o n e  
o n  e art h  as  it is i n h e a v e n "  ( M att. 6: 1 0),  
i n di c ati n g t o us  t h at t h e e x p e ct e d ki n g 
d o m  is t o b e  a n  est a blis h m e nt  o n  e art h.  
( 2) T h e  c h ur c h  p e o pl e  ar e  “ h eirs  of  t h e 
ki n g d o m "  (J as. 2: 5).  T o d a y  w e  ar c u j oi nt- 
h eirs  wit h  C hrist/ *  w aiti n g  f or t his i n h er
it a n c e, e x p e cti n g  o n e  d a y  t o b e  gl orifi e d  
t o g et h er at t h e r e d e m pti o n of  o ur  b o d y  
( R o m. 8: 1 7- 1 8, 2 3).  ( 3) C hrist's  gl ori o us  
c o mi n g  a n d  s u bs e q u e nt e nt hr o n e m e nt  as  
Ki n g  will  gi v e  w a y  t o t h e st e ps b y  w hi c h  
t h e ki n g d o m  will  b e i n h erit e d ( M att. 
2 5: 3 1- 3 4).  ( 4) T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  " u n 
d er  t h e w h ol e  h e a v e n "  b e c o m es  a f o c al 
p oi nt  i n h u m a n  hist or y  i n t h at it r e pl a c es 
h u m a n  g o v er n m e nts,  n ot  t hr o u g h i nt er
n al  s u b v ersi o n a n d r e v ol uti o n or  e v e n  
t hr o u g h s o ci al or  l e gisl ati v e r ef or m, b ut  
b y  p u bli c  d e cl ar ati o n  of  di vi n e  i nt er v e n
ti o n d uri n g  a ti m e of  i nt er n ati o n al u p 
h e a v al  o v er  J er us al e m a n d  at  t h e li m e of 
r es urr e cti o n a n d  di vi n e  wr at h  ( D a n. 2: 4 4-  
4 5;  7: 2 6- 2 7;  Z e c h.  1 4: 1- 9;  R e v.  1 1: 1 5-  
1 9).  ( 5) T h e  Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  will  b e  
k n o w n  b y  tr u e a n d l asti n g dis ar m a m e nt  
a n d u ni v ers al  p e a c e,  t h e li k es of  w hi c h  
t h e w orl d  si n c e C ai n  h as  n e v er  k n o w n  
( cf. Is a. 2: 2- 5).

D o  w e  w a nt  t o b e  citi z e ns of  t h at 
c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m ?  T h e n  c o nsi d er  i n y o ur  
d e v oti o ns:  C ol ossi a ns  3: 1- 4  (it's i m p or
t a nt w h at  w e  mi n d);  P hili p pi a ns  3: 1 7- 2 1  
(it's i m p ort a nt w h at  w e  h o p e);  2  P et er  
1: 1- 1 1  (it's i m p ort a nt t h at w e  a ct  i n or d er  
t o e nt er "i nt o t h e e v erl asti n g  
ki n g d o m ") . 口

y et  b e g u n.  Ps al m  2: 7  w as  f ulfill e d, f or 
i nst a n c e, i n t h e first c o mi n g  of  C hrist,  b ut  
Ps al m  2: 1- 3  h as  n ot  b e e n  f ull y r e ali z e d 
a n d Ps al m  2: 4- 6,  8- 9  h as  n ot  y et  h a p 
p e n e d.  Z e c h ari a h  9: 9  h a p p e n e d  d uri n g  
t h e first a d v e nt,  b ut  Z e c h ari a h  9: 1 0  s p e a ks 
of His  ki n g d o m  t h at will  n ot  o c c urtill  His  
s e c o n d c o mi n g.

J es us st at e d t h at His  ki n g d o m  w as/ z or  
of  t his w orl dl y  c h a os  a n d  t h at it w as  n ot  
t o st art t h e n w h e n  H e  w as  a b o ut t o di e
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T h e  Pr a y er  of  F ait h

n e e d  a n d

▲  ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

Si mil a r  P r o mis es

b y  J a m e s  M a t ti s o n

J U N E  J U L Y  1 9 9 6 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D1 3

W e  o u g ht  t o k n o w  t h es e pr o mis es  a n d  
b eli e v e  t h e m. K n o w  a n d b eli e v e  G o d's

M att h e w  7: 7.  " As k, a n d it s h all b e  
gi v e n  y o u. "

If w e  h a v e  a  

h u m bl y  as k  Hi m  f or 

h el p  t hr o u g h J es us,  H e  

will  gi v e  us  o ur  

p etiti o n.

“ A
a c c or di n g  t o his  will,  h e  h e ar ct h  us:  A n d  if 
w e  k n o w  t h at h e  h e ar  us,  w h ats o e v er  w e  
as k, w e  k n o w  t h at w e  h a v e  t h e p etiti o ns  
t h at w e  d esir e d  of  hi m,,  ( 1 J o h n 5: 1 4- 1 5).

N D  T HI S  I S T H E  c o nfi 
d e n c e  t h at w e  h a v e  i n hi m,  
t h at, if w e  as k a n yt hi n g

J o h n  1 5: 7.  "If  y e  a bi d e  i n m e,  a n d  m y  
w or ds  a bi d e i n y o u,  y e  s h all as k w h at  y e  
will,  a n d  it s h all b e  d o n e  u nt o  y o u. "

M a r k  1 1: 2 2- 2 4.  " A n d  J es us a ns w eri n g  
s ait h u nt o  t h e m, H a v e  f ait h i n G o d.  F or  
v eril y  I s a y u nt o  y o u,  T h at  w h os o e v er  s h all 
s a y u nt o  t his m o u nt ai n,  B e  t h o u r e m o v e d, 
a n d  b e  t h o u c ast  i nt o t h e s e a; a n d  s h all n ot  
d o u bt  i n his  h e art,  b ut  s h all b eli e v e  t h at 
t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  h e  s ait h s h all c o m e  t o 
p ass;  h e  s h all h a v e  w h ats o e v er  h e  s ait h.  
T h er ef or e  I s a y u nt o  y o u, W h at  t hi n gs 
s o e v er y e  d esir e,  w h e n  y e  pr a y,  b eli e v e  
t h at y e  r e c ei v e t h e m, a n d y e  s h all h a v e  
t h e m. * *

J o h n  1 5: 1 6.  “ Y e  h a v e  n ot  c h os e n  m e,  
b ut  I h a v e  c h os e n  y o u,  a n d  or d ai n e d  y o u,  
t h at y e  s h o ul d g o  a n d  bri n g  f ort h fr uit, a n d  
t h at y o ur  fr uit s h o ul d r e m ai n; t h at w h ats o 
e v er  y e  s h all as k  of  t h e F at h er  i n m y  n a m e,  
h e  m a y  gi v e  it u nl o  y o u. "

J a m es  5: 1 4- 1 6.  u Is a n y si c k a m o n g 
y o u ? l et hi m c all f or t h e el d ers of  t h e 
c h ur c h;  a n d  l et t h e m pr a y  o v er  hi m,  a n oi nt 
i n g hi m  wit h  oil  i n t h e n a m e  of  t h e L or d:  
A n d  t h e pr a y er  of  f ait h s h all s a v e t h e si c k, 
a n d t h e L or d  will  r ais e hi m  u p;  a n d  if h e  
h a v e  c o m mitt e d si ns, t h e y s h all b e  f or
gi v e n hi m. C o nf ess  y o ur f a ults o n e t o 
a n ot h er,  a n d  pr a y  o n e  f or a n ot h er,  t h at y e 
m a y  b e  h e al e d.  T h e  eff e ct u al  f er v e nt pr a y er  
of  a  ri g ht e o us m a n  a v ail et h  m u c h. "

M att h e w  1 8: 1 9.  * *If  t w o of  y o u  s h all 
a gr e e o n  e art h as t o u c hi n g a n yt hi n g t h at 
t h e y s h all as k,  it s h all b e  d o n e  f or t h e m of  
m y  F at h er  i n h e a v e n. "

T his  is t h e w or d  of  J es us. T his  pr o mis e  
is tr u e. W e  c a n b eli e v e  it.

J o h n  1 4: 1 2- 1 4.  “ V eril y,  v eril y,  I s a y 
u nt o  y o u,  H e  t h at b eli e v et h  o n  m e,  t h e 
w or ks  t h at I d o  s h all h e  d o  als o;  a n d  gr e at er  
w or ks  t h a n t h es e s h all h e  d o;  b e c a us e  I g o  
u nt o  m y  F at h er.  A n d  w h ats o e v er  y e  s h all 
as k i n m y  n a m e,  t h at will  I d o,  t h at t h e 
F at h er  m a y  b e  gl orifi e d  i n t h e S o n.  If y e  
s h all as k  a n yt hi n g  i n m y  n a m e,  I will  d o  il. "

W e  c a n h a v e  c o m pl et e c o nfi d e n c e i n 
G o d,  t h at H e  h e ars  a n d will  a ns w er a n d  
gi v e  us  t h e p etiti o ns  w e  as k  of  Hi m,  if it is 
a c c or di n g  t o His  will.

W h at  is G o d's  will ?  His  W or d  is His  
will.  W h at e v er  H e  h as  writt e n  i n His  W or d  
.is His  will.  A n y  pr o mis e  H e  m a d e  H e  will  
k e e p.  E v er yt hi n g  H e  s ai d is tr ut h. H e  will  
k e e p  His  W or d.  H e  d o es  n ot  li e. His  W or d  
is His  will.

N oti c e  t h at w c  ar e i n vit e d t o as k f or 
" a n yt hi n g "  a n d  " w h ats o e v er. "  If w e  h a v e  
a  n e e d  a n d  h u m bl y  as k  Hi m  f or h el p  t hr o u g h 
J es us, H e  will  gi v e  us  o ur  p etiti o n.  T his  is 
a p o w erf ul  st at e m e nt m a d e  h er e  b y t h e 
a p ostl e  J o h n.



T h e  Pr a y er  of

Pr a y,  B eli e vi n g str o n g i n

ar e

a

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲
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T h es e  pr o mis es  ar e  f or tr u e 

b eli e v ers.  If y o u  

b eli e v er  t h es e pr o mis es  

ar e  f or y o u.

A g ai nst  h o p e  h e  b eli e v e d  i n h o p e 
B ei n g  n ot  w e a k  i n f ait h, h e  c o nsi d er e d

pr o mis es  t o y o u  a n d  ot h ers.  T h es e  pr o m 
is es ar e f or tr u e b eli e v ers.  If y o u  ar e a  
b eli e v er  t h es e pr o mis es  ar e  f or y o u.

A n d  w h e n  w e  d o  t his, w e  ar e  n ot  t o d o u bt  
i n o ur  h e arts,  b ut  b eli e v e  it will  g o.

If w e  f oll o w t his t e a c hi n g I b eli e v e  w e  
c a n h a v e  a  m or e  a b u n d a nt  lif e. W h at e v er 
y o ur  n e e d  is, pr a y,  a n d b eli e v e  y o u  will  
r e c ei v e w h at  y o u  pr a y  f or. B eli e vi n g  t h e 
a ns w er  is c o mi n g  is o n e  of  t h e r ul es.

T his  w as  t h e ki n d  of  f ait h A br a h a m  h a d.  
H e  b eli e v e d i n t hi n gs t h at w er e  n ot as

I n M ar k  1 1: 1 3- 1 4,  2 0- 2 5,  J es us c urs e d 
a fi g tr e e a n d it dri e d  u p.  P et er  r e m ar k e d 
a b o ut t his, a n d J es us t ol d hi m  w h at  t h e 
gr e at  t e a c hi n g w as  a b o ut t his. H e  s ai d, 
" H a v e  f ait h i n G o d. "  I b eli e v e  J es us  m e a ns,  
“ R e all y  b eli e v e  i n t h e Al mi g ht y  G o d.  H e  
c a n d o  a n yt hi n g ? *

T h e n  J es us  w e nt  o n  t o gi v e  G o d's  t e a c h
i n g f or a n y o n e  w h o  will  b eli e v e  G o d  a n d  
His  w or ds:  u W h os o e v er  s h all  s a y u nt o  t his 
m o u nt ai n  [ pr o bl e m], B e  t h o u r e m o v e d, 
a n d b e  c ast i nt o t h e s e a [ b e c o m pl et el y  
g o n e];  a n d  s h all n ot  d o u bt  i n his  h e art,  b ut  
s h all b eli e v e  t h at t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  h e  
s ait h s h all c o m e t o p ass;  h e s h all h a v e  
w h ats o e v er  h e  s ait h. "

J es us c o nti n u e d,  s u m mi n g  it u p:  " W h at  
t hi n gs s o e v er y e d esir e, w h e n  y e pr a y,  
b eli e v e  t h at y e  r e c ei v e t h e m, a n d  y e  s h all 
h a v e  t h e m/ *

T h er e  ar e t w o p arts  t o t his: b eli e vi n g  
a n d s a yi n g. First  of  all, w h e n  w e  pr a y  
a b o ut  t his m o u nt ai n  w e  h a v e  or  s o m e o n e 
els e h as,  t h at n e e ds  r e m o vi n g, w c  ar e t o 
b eli e v e  it will  h a p p e n  a n d  n ot  d o u bt  i n o ur  
h e arts.

S e c o n d,  w e  ar e  l o s p e a k t o t his m o u n 
t ai n a n d  t ell it t o b e  r e m o v e d. T hr e e  ti m es 
i n t his p ass a g e  a f or m of  t h e w or d  s a y is 
us e d. u  W h os o e v er  s h all 5 a y. n  < 4 T h os e  t hi n gs 
w hi c h  h e  s ait h y " H e s h all h a v e  w h ats o 
e v er  h e  s ait h''

T h e  o b vi o us  (is n'l it o b vi o us ?)  l e a c h
i n g of  J es us  h er e  is t h at w e  ar e  t o s a y t o o ur  
m o u nt ai n,  " B e r e m o v e d. * * J es us s ai d w e  
s h o ul d s a y t o o ur  pr o bl e m,  " B e  r e m o v e d/ *

A br a h a m  li v e d b y  f ait h, n ot  b y  si g ht. 
W e  s h o ul d  t o o. H e  b eli e v e d  G o d  a n d  G o d's  
pr o mis e  e v e n  w h e n  t h e n at ur al  s e ns es t ol d 
hi m  it w as  i m p ossi bl e l o h a v e  a  s o n. T h at 
is t h e ki n d  of  f ait h w e  w a nt:  f ait h i n t h e 
u n k n o w n, h o p e of  t hi n gs y et  t o c o m e,  
b e c a us e  of  t h e pr o mis e  of  G o d.  M ost  p e o pl e  
b eli e v e  w h e n  t h e y s e e. W e  ar e as k e d t o 
b eli e v e  w h e n  w c  c a n n ot  s e e.

t h o u g h t h e y w er e.  G o d  t ol d hi m  h e  w o ul d  
h a v e  a s o n. Il w as  2 5  y e ars  b ef or e  t h at 
c ert ai n  s o n w as  b or n.  A br a h a m  h a d  t o w ait  
o n  G o d's  ti m et a bl e, y et  still b eli e v e.  I n 
t h os e 2 5  y e ars,  A br a h a m's  f ait h d e e p e n e d  
as  h e  s a w G o d  w or ki n g  al w a ys  i n his  lif e. 
H e  c o nti n u e d t o b eli e v e  e v e n w h e n  his  
b o d y  a n d S ar a h *s  b o d y  w er e  t o o ol d  f or 
c hil d b e ari n g.  It w as  t h e n t h at t h e c hil d  w as  
b o m.  P a ul  e x pl ai ns  t h e d e pt h  of  A br a h a m's  
f ait h:

n ot  his  o w n  b o d y  n o w  d e a d,  w h e n  h e  
w as  a b o ut  a  h u n dr e d  y e ars  ol d,  n eit h er  
y et  t h e d e a d n ess  of  S ar a h's  w o m b.  H e  
st a g g er e d n ot  at  t h e pr o mis e  of  G o d  
t hr o u g h u n b eli ef, b ut w as  
f ait h, gi vi n g  gl or y  t o G o d  [ e v e n b ef or e  
Is a a c w as  b or n],  b ei n g  f ull y p ers u a d e d  
t h at w h at  h e  h a d  pr o mis e d  h e  w as  a bl e  
als o  t o p erf or m  ( R o m. 4: 1 8- 2 1).

S p e a k  t o t h e M o u nt ai n  
t o B e  R e m o v e d

T his  is w h at  J es us di d.
M ar k  1 1: 1 4.  " N o m a n  e at  fr uit of  t h e e 

h er e aft er  f or e v er. "
M ar k  1: 2 5,  2 7.  " H ol d t h y p e a c e,  a n d  

c o m e o ut of  hi m. " " Wit h a ut h orit y  
c o m m a n d et h h e  e v e n t h e u n cl e a n  s pirits, 
a n d  t h e y d o  o b e y  hi m. "

M ar k  1: 4 1.  u B c  t h o u cl e a n. "
M ar k  2: 5, 1 1.  " S o n,  t h y si ns  b e  f or gi v e n 

t h e e. " " Aris e, a n d  t a k e u p  t h y b e d. "
M ar k  3: 5.  * * Str et c h  f ort h t hi n e h a n d. ”
M ar k  5: 8.  " C o m e o ut  of  t h e m a n,  t h o u 

u n cl e a n  s pirit. "
M ar k  7: 3 4.  " B e o p e n e d. M
L u k e  7: 1 4.  “ Y o u n g  m a n,  I s a y t o t h e e, 

aris e. "

M a n y  ti m es J es us s p o k e t h e w or d  f or a  
m o u nt ai n  t o b e  r e m o v e d, a n d it w as  r e-



F ait h ( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  1 3)

a c-

us
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T h a n k  G o d  f or t h e A ns w er  E v e n
B ef or e  It C o m es,  a n d  A ct  u p o n  It

m o v e d.  W e  ar e  als o  t o t ell o ur  m o u nt ai n  t o 
b e  r e m o v e d, a n d b eli e v e  t h at it will  b e  
r e m o v e d. T h e n  it will  b e.

A cti n g  o n  B eli ef  
i n t h e A ns w e r  C oi ni n g

b eli e v es  G o d's  pr o mis e  t h at t h e m o u nt ai n  
will  b e  r e m o v e d pr ais e  G o d  f or gi vi n g  hi m  
t h e a ns w er, b ut  h e  will  als o a ct u p o n  it, 
e v e n  b ef or e  t h e a ns w er  c o m es.

Al m ost  all of  J a m es 2  d e als  wit h  t his. 
F ait h  wit h o ut  a cts  of  f ait h is d e a d.  J a m es  
s ai d  i n eff e ct,  u tr y t o c o n vi n c e  m e  y o u  h a v e  
f ait h w h e n  y o u  n e v er  a ct  li k e it, a n d  I will

as k y o u  t o o bs er v e  m y  f ait h b y  m y  
ti o ns. "

All  t hr o u g h t h e Bi bl e  f ait hf ul p e o pl e  
a ct e d  u p o n  t h eir f ait h. A br a h a m  l eft Ur  a n d 
w e nt  t o C a n a a n.  N o a h  b uilt  t h e ar k. D a ni ers 
f ait h st o p p e d t h e m o ut hs  of  li o ns.

I n M ar k  2: 1 1,  w h e n  J es us s ai d t o t h e 
p ar al y z e d  m a n,  u Aris e  a n d  t a k e u p  t h y b e d  
a n d  g o  t h y w a y  i nt o t hi n e h o us e, ”  t h e m a n  
di d  n ot  s a y, " B ut L or d,  I' m p ar al y z e d.  I 
c a n'l  g et  u p. "  N o,  it s a ys, 'I m m e di at el y h e  
ar os e, t o o k u p his b e d, a n d w e nt  f ort h 
b ef or e  t h e m all. "  H e  a ct e d  o n J es us' w or d.

J es us t ol d t h e m a n  wit h  t h e wit h er e d  
h a n d  t o " St r et c h  f ort h t hi n e h a n d. "  T h e  
f ell o w di d n't  s a y, “ B ut  I c a n't. " H e  
str et c h e d it o ut.  " A n d his  h a n d  w as  r e
st or e d w h ol e  as  t h e ot h er. "  T h at  m a n  b e 
li e v e d C hrist's  w or ds  str o n gl y e n o u g h  t o 
a ct  u p o n  t h e m.

J es us m et  a  cri p pl e d  m a n  b y  t h e p o ol.  
H e  t ol d hi m,  “ Ris e,  t a k e u p  t h y b e d  a n d 
w al k. "  T h e  m a n  di d n't  s a y, "I  c a n't  w al k. "  
H e  di d  w h at  J es us  t ol d hi m  t o d o.  H e  a ct e d  
u p o n  J es us * w or ds.  "I m m e di at el y  t h e m a n  
w as  m a d e  w h ol e "  (J o h n 5: 8,  9).

W h e n  J es us w as  at P et er *s  h o us e.  H e  
t o o k t h e m ot h er-i n-l a w  b y  t h e h a n d  aft er  
H e  r e b u k e d t h e s pirit, a n d  "lift e d  h er  u p. "  
I m m e di at el y t h e f e v er l eft h er.  T his  is f ait h 
i n a cti o n.

I n t h e b o o k  of  A cts  P et er  t ol d t h e cri p pl e d  
m a n,  "I n t h e n a m e  of  J es us ris e u p  a n d 
w al k. ”  T h e  m a n  o b e y e d  a n d  b e g a n  t o w al k  
a n d  l e a p a n d  pr ais e  G o d  ( A cts 3: 6- 8).

W e  a ct  u p o n  t h e w or d  of  t h e l a w offi c er,  
t h e w or d  of  t h e d o ct or,  t h e b a n k er,  a n d  
e v er y o n e  els e.  W e  o u g ht  t o als o  a ct  u p o n  
t h e W or d  of  t h e L or d.  If w e  will,  w e  will  
h a v e  a  " m or e a b u n d a nt  lif e.”

W e  w a nt  t o tr ust a n d  b eli e v e  i n G o d's  
pr o mis es.  T h e  a n g el  s ai d, " N o w or d  fr o m 
G o d  is v oi d  of  p o w e r "  ( L u k e 1: 3 7,  R V).

( c o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 3)

c o nti n u all y, t h at is, t h e fr uit of  o ur  li ps 
gi vi n g  t h a n ks t o his  n a m e. "

I will  fi g ht f or y o u. * * T h at  is w h y  t h e 
si n g ers w e nt  i n fr o nt of  t h e ar m y si n gi n g 
G o d's  pr ais es.  T h e  m o u nt ai n  r e m o v e d it
s elf.

W e,  t o o, c a n  t h a n k G o d  e v e n  b ef or e  t h e 
a ns w er  c o m es,  f or it is o n  its w a y.  D a vi d  
s ai d,  “ L et  e v er yt hi n g  t h at h at h  br e at h  pr ais e  
t h e L or d. "  P a ul  s ai d, " B y  hi m  t h er ef or e l et

off er  t h e s a crifi c e of  pr ais e  t o G o d

S o m eti m es  G o d's  pr o mis es  

t a k e a  l o n g ti m e t o f ulfill 

W e  d o  n ot  s e e all  t hi n gs as  

G o d  s e es all  t hi n gs.
▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

If y o u  b eli e v e  t h at G o d  h as  a ns w er e d  
y o ur  pr a y er,  a n d t h at t h e m o u nt ai n  h as  
b e e n  ( w山  b e)  r e m o v e d, y o u  will  a ut o m ati 
c all y  w a nt  t o 1)  t h a n k Hi m  f or il, a n d  2)  a ct  
u p o n  it.

R o m a ns  4: 2 0.  A br a h a m  g a v e  gl or y  t o 
G o d  e v e n  b ef or e  Is a a c w as  b or n.  H e  pr ais e d  
G o d  b e c a us e  h e  w as  "str o n g  i n f ait h, " a n d  
b e c a us e  h e " b eli e v e d " t h at G o d  w o ul d 
gi v e  hi m  a  s o n, t h al * * w h at  G o d  h a d  pr o m-  
is e d " H e  w o ul d  d o.  T h er ef or e  h e  c o ul d  
pr ais e  G o d  f or t h e a ns w er,  e v e n  b ef or e  t h e 
a ns w er  c a m e,  b ef or e  h e  c o ul d  s e e it or  f e ci 
it.

J o n a h 2: 9.  J o n a h "s a crifi c e d u nt o  G o d  
wit h  t h e v oi c e  of  t h a n ks gi vi n g " e v e n b e 
f or e t h e fis h v o mit e d  hi m  u p.  H e  cri e d  t o 
G o d  b e c a us e  of  his  affli cti o n (i nsi d e t h e 
fis h), a n d G o d  h e ar d  hi m.  H e  k n e w  G o d  
w o ul d  g el  hi m  o ut  of  t his m ess  (t o f ulfill 
G o d's  p ur p os e  f or hi m  t o g o  pr e a c h  t o 
Ni n e v e h ?).  T h er ef or e  h e  t h a n k e d G o d  e v e n  
b ef or e  h e  l eft t h e fis h.

W h at  d o  y o u  s u p p os e  it w as  t h at J os h u a  
a n d t h e p e o pl e  s h o ut e d b ef or e  t h e w alls  
f ell ? (J os h u a 6: 1 0- 1 6).  It m ust  h a v e  h a d 
s o m et hi n g t o d o  wit h  t h e L or d  gi vi n g  t h e m 
t h e cit y. T h e y  s h o ut e d e v e n b ef or e  t h e 
w alls  f ell. T h e y  h a d  t his s a m e  ki n d  of  f ait h, 
f ait h t h at w h at  G o d  h a d  s ai d w o ul d  a ct u 
all y h a p p e n.  It di d.

2  C h r o ni cl es  2 0: 1- 2 8.  W h e n  t h e A m 
m o nit es  a n d M o a bit es  c a m e t o fi g ht 
J e h os h a p h at, a n d  h e  w as  afr ai d  a n d  h a d  all  
t h e p e o pl e  pr a y  t o G o d,  G o d  s ai d,  ° Y e  s h all 
n ot  n e e d  t o fi g ht i n t his b attl e.  St a n d  still;
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" L or d, D o n't  Y o u  C ar e ? ” : M art h a  ( L u k e 1 0: 4 0 B)
b y  M i c h a e l M a t ti s o n
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F E E L  Y O U R  P AI N. ” T his  
e m oti o n al e x pr essi o n of  e m 
p at h y h el p e d  el e ct Pr esi d e nt

m a d e  h er  d o u bt  J es us' c o n c er n f or h er.  
I m a gi n e M art h a  p utt eri n g ar o u n d t h e 
kit c h e n  t al ki n g t o h ers elf,  a n gril y  b a n gi n g  
p ots  a n d  p a ns  w hil e  s h e w or ks.

“ T h er e  m ust  b e  2 5  p e o pl e  t o f e e d i n m y  
h o us e  t o d a y. N o,  3 5! ” ( M or e b a n gi n g.)

“ W h er e  is m y  sist er ? T h er e  is m or e  t o 
h osti n g  a gr o u p  t h a n gr o wi n g  a g ar d e n.  
S o m e b o d y  h as  t o c o o k  all  t his st uff  —  b ut  
first it h as  t o b e  w as h e d,  p e el e d,  a n d  c ut  u p!  
...It's s o  h ot! ... N o w  w h er e  di d  M ar y  p ut  
t h e s alt ?... S o m et hi n g's  b ur ni n g!  M A R Y!  
C o m e  i n h er e!  . . . N o b o d y  c ar es a b o ul  
m e, "  M art h a  s a ys, s o b bi n g.

M art h a  t h e n w e nt  t o J es us a n d as k e d,  
" L or d d o  y o u  n ot  c ar c  t h at m y  sist er h as  
l eft m e  t o s er v e al o n e ? M  ( L u k e 1 0: 4 0 b,  
R S V).  T h os e  ar e  s o m e s a d w or ds  t h at w e  
s o m eti m es f e el: " d o y o u  n ot  c ar e "; “ l eft 
m e ";  " al o n e. " I c a n r e all y r el at e t o h er  
f e eli n gs of  s elf- pit y. B ut  J es us g a v e  h er  
h el p  i n a n  u n e x p e ct e d  w a y.  H e  s ai d t o h er,  
" M art h a,  d e ar  fri e n d, y o u  ar c  s o u ps et  o v er  
all t h es e d et ails!  T h er e  is r e all y o nl y  o n e  
t hi n g w ort h  b ei n g  c o n c er n e d  a b o ut "  ( L u k e 
1 0: 4 1, 4 2,  L B).  T h at  o n e  t hi n g w as  list e n
i n g t o J es us a n d l e ar ni n g fr o m Hi m.  I n
st e a d of  pit y,  M art h a  w as  gi v e n  i nsi g ht. 
W h e n  w e  as k  f or h el p  fr o m G o d  t hr o u g h 
J es us, w e  s el d o m g et  e x a ctl y  w h at  w e  as k  
f or, b ut  w e  al w a ys  g et  w h at  w e  n e e d.  J es us 
c ar es  s o m u c h  a b o ut  us  t h at H e  w a nts  us  t o 
b e  s h a k e n l o os e fr o m w orr yi n g  a n d  b ei n g  
u ps et  a b o ut  t h e m a n y  t hi n gs t h at ar e l ess 
i m p ort a nt, as M art h a  w as  d oi n g.  I nst e a d, 
H e  w a nts  us  t o c h o os e  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt 
t hi n g l o f o c us o n,  Hi ms elf,  fr o m w h o m  w e  
r e c ei v e s e c urit y a n d p e a c e.  W h e n  w e  lift 
o ur  e y es  u p  fr o m o ur  s elf- c e nt er e d pr o b 
l e ms t o g a z e  o n  J es us, w e  ar c  c o n n e cti n g 
wit h  t h e s o ur c e of  b e a ut y,  l o v e, s er e nit y,  
a n d e v e n mir a cl es.  J es us d eli v ers  o n  His  
c ar e  f or us! 口

L e g e n d  h as it t h at a c o u ntr y gr a n d m a  
r es p o n d e d t o t his off er  b y  s a yi n g, "I n e v er 
v ot e,  it o nl y  e n c o ur a g es  t h e m. "

I n d es p er ati o n,  m a n y  p e o pl e t ur n t o 
G o d.  S ur el y  t h e Cr e at or  c ar es! B ut  aft er  
att e n di n g  c h ur c h  or  pr a yi n g  or  r e a di n g t h e 
Bi bl e  or  d oi n g  g o o d  d e e ds  a n d  fi n di n g t h at 
n ot hi n g  i m pr o v es, w e  st art t o f e el t h e s a m e 
fr ustr ati o n, disill usi o n m e nt  a n d c y ni cis m  
wit h  G o d  t h at w e  f elt fr o m o ur  dis a p p oi nt 
m e nts  wit h  p e o pl e.  W e  as k,  "Is  t h er e r e all y 
a  G o d ? "  "If  s o, d o es  H e  c ar e  a b o ut  m e ? ”  If 
y o u  h a v e  e v er  h a d  t h es e p ai nf ul  q u esti o ns,  
y o u  ar e n ot  al o n e. I n m a n y  pl a c es  i n t h e 
Bi bl e  G o d  as ks  us  l o gi v e  Hi m  a  tr y. I n t h e 
Ol d  T est a m e nt  G o d  s a ys, “ P ul  m e  t o t h e 
t est, s a ys t h e L or d  of  h osts,  if I will  n ot  
o p e n  t h e wi n d o ws  of  h e a v e n  f or y o u  a n d  
p o ur  o ut  f or y o u  a m or e  t h a n s uffi ci e nt 
bl essi n g "  ( M ai. 3: 1 0 b,  M o d er n  L a n g u a g e  
Bi bl e).  I n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt,  P a ul  s a ys,  
" B e  a  n e w  a n d  diff er e nt  p ers o n  wit h  a  fr es h 
n e w n ess  i n all  y o u  d o  a n d  t hi n k. T h e n  y o u  
will  l e ar n fr o m y o ur  o w n  e x p eri e n c e  h o w  
his  w a ys  will  r e all y s atisf y y o u "  ( R o m. 
1 2: 2 b,  L B).  G o d  k n o ws  y o u  h a v e  t o g et  
r e al wit h  s o m e o n e b ef or e  y o u  c a n  b e  e m o 
ti o n all y i nti m at e wit h  t h at p ers o n.  T h at  
s o m eti m es  i n cl u d es d o u bts,  mis u n d erst a n d 
i n gs, a n d  e v e n  a n g er.  D o  y o u  t hi n k G o d  is 
afr ai d of  y o u b ei n g  h o n est wit h  Hi m ? 
W h e n  w e  f a c e t h e st or ms of  lif e a n d  r e a ct 
wit h  c o nf usi o n,  f e ar, a n d  a n g er,  G o d  is n ot  
i n crisis! W e  ar e i n crisis; G o d  is still i n 
c o ntr ol.

W h e n  t h e dis ci pl es  of  J es us w er e  afr ai d  
of  dr o w ni n g  i n a  lit er al st or m, t h e y w o k e  
J es us  a n d  as k e d  Hi m,  “ T e a c h er,  d o  y o u  n ot  
c ar e if w c  p eris h ? 0 ( M ar k 4: 3 8 b,  R S V).  
J es us i m m e di at el y r es p o n d e d t o t h eir n e e d  
b y  c al mi n g t h e st or m. H e  c a n d eli v er  o n  
His  c ar e  f or p e o pl e!

A  g o o d  fri e n d of  J es us h a d  a  l ess d a n 
g er o us  pr o bl e m,  b ut  n e v ert h el ess  o n e  t h at

Z Z I
Cli nt o n.  Aft er  g e n er ati o ns  of  risi n g pr os 
p erit y,  A m eri c a ns  f e ar e d t h e l oss of  t h eir 
s e c urit y. P e o pl e  w a nt e d  t h e c o mf orti n g  
pr o mis e  of  a  h e a d  of  st at e w h o  w o ul d  c ar c  
a b o ut t h e m.

A m a zi n gl y,  l ess t h a n t w o y e ars  l at er. 
Pr esi d e nt  Cli nt o n  c o m pl ai n e d  bitt erl y  t h at 
c y ni cis m  s o s at ur at e d t h e p u bli c  mi n d  t h at 
h ar dl y  a n y o n e  b eli e v e d  a n y m or e  i n cit h er  
t h e h o n est y  of  w h at  p oliti ci a ns  s a y or  l h e 
w ort h  of  w h at  g o v er n m e nt  d o es.  B ut  t h e 
m a ni p ul ati o n  of  t h e p u bli c  b y  p oliti ci a ns,  
b usi n ess es,  u ni o ns,  a n d e v e n e v a n g elists  
h as  cr e at e d a n at m os p h er e of  w ari n ess.  
Aft er  all,  t h e r eli ef of  A m eri c a's  p ai n  w as  
s u p p os e d t o c o m e t hr o u g h t a x c uts, w el 
f ar e r ef or m, a n d  ot h er  pr o mis es  t h at n e v er  
m at eri ali z e d.  It w as n't  l o n g b ef or e  t h e 
r et ur n of  t h e disill usi o n m e nt  t h at c a m e  
fr o m W at er g at e  a n d Vi et n a m,  t h e H U D  
a n d S  &  L  s c a n d als, T V  e v a n g elists  w h o  
d o u bl e-s ol d  c o n d os  i n t h eir r eli gi o us t h e m e 
p ar ks  or  w er e  e nt ert ai n e d i n s c a n d al o us 
w a ys,  bi g  c o m p a ni es w h o  pr o m ot e d  us e 
l ess or  d a n g er o us  pr o d u cts,  a n d  s o o n.

P er h a ps  t h e d e e p est  s o ur c e of  s k e pti
cis m w as  p e o pl e  l osi n g f ait h i n t h e m
s el v es, p e o pl e  w h o  w a nt e d  s o m et hi n g f or 
n ot hi n g  w hil e  d e m a n di n g  t a x c uts. W h e n  
w e  l os e o ur  s elf- c o nfi d e n c e  w e  e asil y  l os e 
o ur  b eli ef  i n e v er y o n e els e. A n d  w h e n  
l e a d ers e x pr ess  t h eir c o n c er n  a n d  t h e n ar e  
u n willi n g  or  u n a bl e  t o h el p, c y ni cis m  
gr o ws.  T h e  p er c ei v e d  vi cti m  of  t h e pr o b 
l e m b e gi ns  t o d o u bt  t h at t h e ot h er  p ers o n  
c ar es. H e  m a y  e v e n  b e gi n  t o b eli e v e  t h at 
his  a nti ci p at e d  b e n ef a ct or  n ot  o nl y  d o cs n *t  
c ar c  b ut  a ct u all y  is w ors e ni n g  his  pr o bl e m  
o n  p ur p os e.  T his  attit u d e  is r efl e ct e d i n t h e 
ir o ni c h u m or  of  t h e n o n  s e q uit ur, ' T m 
fr o m t h e g o v er n m e nt  a n d  I' m h er et o  h el p! * *
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t e m p or al t hi n gs f or t h e o bt ai ni n g  of  
i m m ort alit y. . . . B ut  s o m e w h at l at er it 
w as,  I c o nf ess,  t h at I l e ar n e d h o w  i n t h e 
s e nt e n c e, " T h e W or d  w as  m a d e  fl es h, " 
t h e C at h oli c  tr ut h c a n  b e  disti n g uis h e d  
fr o m t h e f als e h o o d of  P h oti n us  ( C o n- 
f essi o ns, VII.  1 9).

T h o u  pr o c ur e dst  f or m e  . . . c ert ai n  
b o o ks  of  t h e Pl at o nists,  tr a nsl at e d fr o m 
Gr e e k  i nt o L ati n.  A n d  t h er ei n I r e a d, 
n ot  i n d e e d i n t h e s a m e  w or ds,  b ut  t o t h e 
s elfs a m e eff e ct,  e nf or c e d  b y  m a n y  a n d 
di v ers e  r e as o ns, t h at, “ I n t h e b e gi n ni n g  
w as  t h e W or d,  a n d  t h e W or d  w as  wit h  
G o d,  a n d  t h e W or d  w as  G o d "  ( VII. 9).

1 T h e  C ol u m bi a  E n c y cl o p e di a  i n O n e  V ol u m e,  
s e c o n d e diti o n,  C ol u m bi a  U ni v ersit y  Pr ess,  
" A u g usti n e, " p.  1 2 0.

2  Cf.  K urt  R u d olf,  G n osis:  T h e  N at ur e  a n d  
Hist or y  of  G n osti cis m,  tr a ns, b y R o b ert  
M c L a c hl a n  Wils o n,  S a n  Fr a n cis c o:  H ar p er  &  
R o w,  1 9 8 3,  r e pri nt e d 1 9 8 5,  p p.  3 7 0- 3 7 1.

3  " P h oti n us  of  Sir mi u m, "  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er 
al d,  D e c e m b er  ' 9 1/J a n u ar y * 9 2,  V ol.  8 1,  N o.  
2,  p p.  2 1,  2 5.
'Cf.  E n c yl o p a e di a  Brit a n ni c a, 1 5t h e d.. 

" Pl al o nis m, " p.  8 9 2.
5 M ar k  M.  M attis o n,  T h e  M a ki n g  of  a  Tr a di 

ti o n, W y o mi n g.  MI:  Mi nistr y  S c h o ol  P u bli 
c ati o ns, 1 9 9 1,  p.  7 9.

B ut  I t h o u g ht diff er e ntl y,  t hi n ki n g o nl y 
of  m y  L or d  C hrist  as  of  a  m a n  of  e x c el 
l e nt wis d o m,  t o w h o m  n o  m a n  c o ul d  b e  
e q u all e d;  es p e ci all y  f or t h at, b ei n g  w o n 
d erf ull y  b or n  of  a vir gi n,  h e  s e e m e d, 
t hr o u g h t h e di vi n e  c ar e  f or us,  t o h a v e  
att ai n e d s o gr e at  a ut h orit y of  l e a d er
s hi p, — f or a n  e x a m pl e  of  c o nt e m ni n g

l a nl, l o o k u p o n hi m  
t h e ol o g y.

T h o u g h  r ais e d as a  C hristi a n,  A u g ust 
i n e g a v e  u p  t h e f ait h w hil e  st u d yi n g r h et o
ri c i n C art h a g e.  H e  l at er j oi n e d a  r eli gi o us 
gr o u p  c all e d  t h e M a ni c h a e a ns,  b ut  t hr o u g h 
t h e st u d y of  Gr e e k  p hil os o p h y  h e  a b a n 
d o n e d  t h at t o o. His  st u d y of  p hil os o p h y  
ulti m at el y  c a us e d  hi m  t o b e c o m e  a  C hris 
ti a n! His  v ersi o n  of  C hristi a nit y,  of  c o urs e,  
w as  i nfl u e n c e d b y b ot h  
a n d  Gr e e k  p hil os o p h y. 2

I n his  C o nf essi o ns  ( b o o k s e v e n, c h a pt er  
1 8),  A u g usti n e  d es cri b es  t h e d o ctri n e  of  
t h e d eit y  of  C hrist.  H e  t h e n writ es:

H E  A P O S T L E  P A U L  wr ot e  t o 
t h e C ol ossi a ns,  " S e e t o it t h at n o  
o n e t a k es y o u  c a pti v e t hr o u g h 

h oll o w  a n d d e c e pti v e  p hil os o p h y,  w hi c h  
d e p e n ds,  o n  h u m a n  tr a diti o n a n d  t h e b asi c 
pri n ci pl es of  t his w orl d  r at h er t h a n o n  
C hrist "  ( C ol. 2: 8).  Hist or y  s h o ws us,  h o w 
e v er,  t h at C hrist e n d o m  h as  n ot  t a k e n P a ul's  
w ar ni n g  s eri o usl y. T h e  v er y  Gr e e k  p hi 
l os o p h y w hi c h  P a ul  d e n o u n c e d  w as  q ui c kl y  
a bs or b e d  i nt o t h e c h ur c h.

P er h a ps  t h e m ost  f a m o us a n d i nfl u e n
ti al t h e ol o gi a n w h o  e m br a c e d  Gr e e k  p hi 
l os o p h y is “ S ai nt  A u g usti n e ” ( 3 5 4- 4 3 0), 
w h o  b e c a m e  t h e bis h o p  of  Hi p p o  l at e i n t h e 
f o urt h c e nt ur y.  A c c or di n g  t o T h e  C ol u m 
bi a  E n c y cl o p e di a,  “ St.  A u g usli n e's  i nfl u
e n c e  o n  C hristi a nit y  is t h o u g ht b y  m a n y  t o 
b e  s e c o n d o nl y t o t h at of  St.  P a ul,  a n d  
t h e ol o gi a ns, R o m a n  C at h oli c  a n d Pr ot es-  

as t h e f o u n d er of

s u c h as t h e E n n e a ds  of  Pl oti n us.  S e v er al  
c o n c e pts  i n t h es e b o o ks  h e a vil y  i nfl u e n c e d 
C hristi a ns  of  t h e t hir d c e nt ur y  a n d  b e y o n d.  
A u g usti n e  wr ot e,  f or e x a m pl e, t h at: " N o  
p hil os o p h ers  c o m e n e ar er  t o us  t h a n t h e 
Pl at o nists "  ( Cit y of  G o d,  VII L 5).  H e  a p 
p ar e ntl y  s a w Pl at o ni c  p hil os o p h y  as v er y  
si mil ar t o C hristi a n  t e a c hi n gs.

W h e n  A u g usti n e  t ol d t h e f at h er of  bis h o p  
A m br os e  t h at h e h a d b e e n r e a di n g t h e 
writi n gs  of  t h e N e o pl at o nists,  h e  w as  c o m-  

u i n 
m a n y  w a ys,  l e d t o t h e b eli ef  i n G o d  a n d  His  
W or d "  { C o nf essi o ns, VIII. 2).

T h o u g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  r ais e d as  a  C hris 
ti a n w h o  u n d erst o o d  t h e h u m a nit y  of  J es us,  
A u g usti n e  i m m ers e d hi ms elf  i n t h e Gr e e k  
p hil os o p h y  a b o ut  w hi c h  P a ul  h a d  w ar n e d.  
T his  st u d y of  N e o pl at o nis m  c o n vi n c e d  
hi m  of  t h e m et a p h ysi c al  d eit y  of  C hrist,  
a n d  h e  l at er us e d  N e o pl at o ni c  p hil os o p h y  
i n e x pl ai ni n g  t h e d o ctri n e  of  t h e Tri nit y. 4  
" T hr o u g h A u g usti n e  s e v er al Gr e e k  tr a di
ti o ns p ass e d  i nt o M e di e v al  C hristi a n  t h e
ol o g y,  s o m e of  w hi c h  ar e still u n q u es 
ti o n e d as  C h ur c h  tr ut h t o d a y J' 5

S ur el y  it w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  f ar b ett er  if 
A u g usti n e  h a d  a v oi d e d  Gr e e k  p hil os o p h y  
a n d  r eli e d e ntir el y  u p o n  t h e Bi bl e  i nst e a d!

As  w e  h a v e  s e e n i n a n e arli er arti cl e, 3  
P h oti n us  d e ni e d  t h at J es us C hrist  e xist e d  
b ef or e  H e  w as  b o m.  T h e  C h ur c h  hist ori a n 
S o z o m e n  wr ot e  t h at P h oti n us  " a c k n o wl 
e d g e d t h at t h er e w as  o n e  G o d  Al mi g ht y,  
b y  w h os e  o w n  w or d  all t hi n gs w er e  cr e 
at e d,  b ut  w o ul d  n ot  a d mit  t h at t h e g e n er a 
ti o n of  t h e S o n  w as  b ef or e  all  a g es;  o n  t h e 
c o ntr ar y,  h e  all e g e d  t h at C hrist  d eri v e d  his  
e xist e n c e  fr o m M ar y "  ( E c cl esi asti c al His 
t or y, I V. 6). A u g usti n e  st at es t h at t his w as  
o n c e  his  o w n  b eli ef,  t h at t h e L or d  C hrist  
w as  a  m a n.

H o w  is it t h at A u g usti n e  "l e ar n e d''  t h at 
"t h e C at h oli c  tr ut h c a n b e  disti n g uis h e d  
fr o m t h e f als e h o o d of  P h oti n us * * ?  H e  g o es 
o n:  * * B ut  t h e n h a vi n g  r e a d t h e b o o ks  of  t h e 
Pl at o nists,  a n d  b ei n g  a d m o nis h e d  b y  t h e m 
t o s e ar c h f or i n c or p or e al tr ut h, I s a w T h y  
[ G o d's] i n visi bl e t hi n gs " (C o nf essi o ns,  
V U. 2 0).

S e v er al  c h a pt ers e arli er A u g usti n e  
writ es  t h at G o d Z eJ hi m  t o “ t h e b o o ks  of  t h e 
Pl at o nists ":

T h e  b o o ks  A u g usti n e  pr o c ur e d  w er e  
u n d o u bt e dl y  t h e b o o ks  of  t h e N e o pl at o nists



C H RI S TI A

G o o d  List e n ers

H

▲ ▲  ▲ ▲▲ ▲▲

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D J U N E,  J U L Y 1 9 9 61 8

H el pi n g  Di v or c e d  P ers o ns:
N e e ds  t h e C h ur c h  C a n  M e et

b y  S u e  R i c h a r d s &  
S t a n l e y  H a g e m e y e r

tr e m e n d o us diff er e n c e  

t o s uff eri n g  p e o pl e.

A  p ositi v e  mi nistr y  

c a n  m a k e  a

O W  I S T H E  C H RI S TI A N  
c o m m u nit y r es p o n di n g t o 
t h os e m o ur ni n g  t h e d e at h  of  

t h eir m arri a g e ?  T h er e  ar e pr o b a bl y  as  
m a n y  a ns w ers t o t his q u esti o n  as t h er e 
ar e C hristi a ns  i n t h e w orl d.  W e  f e el it 
w o ul d  b e  h el pf ul,  h o w e v er,  t o c h ar a ct er 
i z e t h e c h ur c h's  r es p o ns es i n t hr e e w a ys:  
h urti n g,  i g n ori n g, a n d  h e ali n g.

Pr o b a bl y  t h e m ost  h urtf ul w a y  t h e 
C hristi a n  c o m m u nit y  c a n mi nist er  is i n 
b ei n gj u d g m c nt al.  T h e  attit u d e  t h at "r e al "  
C hristi a ns  d o n't  g et  di v or c e d  is a  t erri bl e 
st u m bli n g bl o c k  t o mi nist eri n g  t o r e al 
C hristi a ns  w h o  g et  di v or c e d.

B ei n g  j u d g m e nt al will  n ot  e dif y t h e 
mi nistr y  of  f or gi v e n ess t h at J es us m o d 
el e d f or us. J es us ass o ci at e d wit h  t h e 
u n d esir a bl es of  His  ti m e. T h e  u ni q u e  
q u alit y  of  His  h e ali n g  mi nistr y  w as  t h at 
t h e Ki n g  c a m e t o s er v e a n d h e al t h e 
n e e d y,  t h e si c k, a n d  t h e l ost.

A n ot h er  n e g ati v e  a p pr o a c h  of  mi nis 
tr y is t o i g n or e. " W e d o n't  h a v e  t h at 
m a n y  si n gl es, s o  w e  r e all y c a n't  j ustif y a  
pr o gr a m  f or t h e m. " " O ur m ai n  t hr ust is 
f a mili es. T h ai's  w h er e  m ost  of  o ur  c o n
gr e g ati o n  is. T h e  r est will  j ust h a v e  t o fit 
i n w h er e  t h e y c a n. "

B ut  t h e c h ur c h  c a n't  st o p t h er e. T h e  
pr o bl e m  of  w h at  t o d o  wit h  si n gl es is n't 
v a nis hi n g.  R at h er,  it is i n cr e asi n g.

Il's o k a y  n ot  t o h a v e  a si n gl es pr o
gr a m,  b ut  t h e c h ur c h  m ust  t h e n fi n d o ut  
w h er e  t o r ef er si n gl es f or v ari o us  a cti vi 
ti es: s o ci al,  Bi bl e  st u d y,  s h ari n g,  t h er a p y.

A  p ositi v e  mi nistr y  c a n m a k e  a tr e
m e n d o us  diff er e n c e  t o s uff eri n g p e o pl e.  
H er e  ar e  s o m e e x a m pl es  of  h o w  a  p osi 
ti v e mi nistr y  c a n  h el p  t h os e g oi n g  t hr o u g h 
a  di v or c e.

Lif e

O n e  w a y  a f ait h c o m m u nit y  c a n r e
s p o n d i n l o vi n g mi nistr y  is t o h a v e  s o m e 
p e o pl e  tr ai n e d t o list e n. P er h a ps  y o ur  
p ast or  is q u alifi e d  t o tr ai n list e n ers. P er 
h a ps t h er e is a ps y c h ol o gist  or  s o ci al 
w or k er  i n t h e c o n gr e g ati o n w h o  w o ul d  
b e  willi n g  t o d e v ot e  a f e w h o urs  f or a  
c o u pl e of  list e n er tr ai ni n g s essi o ns. If 
n ot,  p er h a ps  t h e c h ur c h  c o ul d  p a y  a  C hris 
ti a n ps y c h ol o gist  f or t h e n e e d e d  tr ai ni n g. 
M a n y  c o n gr e g ati o ns  i n l ar g er p o p ul at e d  
ar e as  c o ntri b ut e  t o C hristi a n  c o u ns eli n g  
c e nt ers w h er e  t h e y c a n g et  c o u ns eli n g  
h el p  at  a  r e d u c e d f e e.

It is f or e a c h  of  us  t o mi nist er  t o o n e ^r  
a n ot h er.  O ur  p ast ors  c a n't  p ossi bl y  mi n 
ist er t o all  t h e n e e ds  of  e v er y o n e  i n t h eir 
c h ar g e.  T h e  l ait y m ust  t a k e s eri o usl y t h e 
r es p o nsi bilit y cit e d i n G al ati a ns  6: 2  t o 
" c arr y e a c h  ot h er's  b ur d e ns,  a n d i n t his 
w a y ... f ulfill t h e l a w of  C hrist. "  A  h e a v y  
b ur d e n  c a n  b e  lift e d j ust i n o ur  list e ni n g 
t o s o m e o n e s h ar e his  gri ef  as h e  w or ks  
t hr o u g h t h e p ai n  of  t h e p ast.

T h er e  m a y  b e  a li m e w h e n  y o u  c a n  
s h ar e y o ur  f ait h a n d  h o p e  as w ell.  ( T h e 
e m p h asis  is o n  s h ari n g, a v oi di n g  p o ntifi 
c ati n g.)  O n e  eff e cti v e  w a y  t h at w e  h a v e  
dis c o v er e d  is t o r el at e a  c o m m o n  e x p eri 
e n c e  (if y o u  h a v e  o n e)  a n d  t h e n e x pl ai n  
h o w  G o d  w or k e d  i n t h at e x p eri e n c e.  F or  
e x a m pl e,  p er h a ps  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t hr o u g h 
a  di v or c e  a n d  c a n  e asil y  r el at e t o m a n y  of  
t h e s a m e sit u ati o ns t h e ot h er  p ers o n  is 
n o w  d e ali n g  wit h.

Or,  p er h a ps  y o u  h a v e n't  b e e n  t hr o u g h 
a di v or c e,  b ut  y o u  h a v e  h a d  a h urti n g  
e x p eri e n c e  t h at y o u  h a v e  l e ar n e d t o a c 
c e pt  a n d  o v er c o m e,  s u c h as a  p o or  r el a-! ^ ^
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S o m eti m es  list e ni n g a n d  s h ari n g o ur  
f ait h a n d h o p e  is n't e n o u g h. W e  m ust

als o  c o nfir m G o d's  will  f or us  t hr o u g h 
g o o d  w or ks.  As  it s a ys  i n H e br e ws  1 3: 1 6,  
" A n d d o  n ot  f or g et t o d o  g o o d  a n d t o 
s h ar e wit h  ot h ers,  f or wit h  s u c h s a cri
fi c es G o d  is pl e as e d. " If w e  k n o w  a  
di v or c e d  p ers o n  w h o  is a  c ust o di al p ar 
e nt  wit h  y o u n g  c hil dr e n,  w e  c a n  a nti ci 
p at e  m a n y  n e e ds.  If w e  li v e i n a  n ort h er n  
cli m at e, wi nt ers  ar e s n o w y. P er h a ps  if 
w e  h a v e  a  h ar d y  t e e n
a g er  or  a n  e n er 
g eti c h us 
b a n d,  
w e

、 、 、

c o ul d c all d uri n g  a bi g  st or m a n d s a y, 
" As  s o o n as  w e  s h o v el o ut,  w e'll  b e  ri g ht 
o v er. "  If w e  ar e  ol d er  a n d  h a v e  t h e s h o v 
eli n g  d o n e  f or us,  w e  c o ul d  off er  t o w at c h  
t h e littl e o n es  s o  t h e p ar e nt  c a n  g o  o ut  a n d  
s h o v el f or hi ms elf.

W e  mi g ht  c all o n e  d a y  a n d off er  t o 
w at c h  t h e ki ds  f or a  m or ni n g  s o  M o m  c a n  
h a v e  s o m e  q ui et  ti m e at  t h e gr o c er y  st or e 
or  r u n s o m e  err a n ds  wit h o ut  h a uli n g  t w o 

littl e p e o pl e  i n a n d  o ut,  f ast e ni n g a n d  
u nf ast e ni n g  c ar s e ats. W e  c o ul d  

s e n d a  p ost c ar d  s a yi n g t h at t h e 
t o t hr e e

ti o ns hi p wit h  y o ur  f at h er. Y o u  f elt y o u  
w er e  n e gl e ct e d  b y  hi m  a n d fr e q u e ntl y 
v er b all y a b us e d. Y o u  f o u n d y o urs elf  
h a vi n g l o v e/ h at e f e eli n gs t o w ar d hi m.  
As  y e ars  w e nt  b y,  y o ur  h ostilit y  gr e w  
i nt o bitt er n ess  t h at at e  at  y o u  c o nst a ntl y.  
O n e  S u n d a y  t h er e w as  a s er m o n usi n g  
R o m a ns  1 2: 1 4- 2 1  as  t h e t e xt: 4 4 BI ess  t h os e 
w h o  p ers e c ut e  y o u; bl ess a n d d o  n ot  
c urs e  .... D o  n ot  r e p a y a n y o n e  e vil f or 
e vil .... D o  n ot  t a k e r e v e n g e, m y  fri e n ds, 
b ut  l e a v e r o o m f or G o d's  wr at h  .... 'If 
y o ur  e n e m y  is h u n gr y,  f e e d hi m;  if h e  is 
t hirst y, gi v e  hi m  s o m et hi n g t o dri n k.  I n 
d oi n g  t his, y o u  will  h e a p  b ur ni n g  c o als  
o n  his  h e a d/  D o  n ot  b e  o v er c o m e  b y  e vil,  
b ut  o v er c o m e  e vil  wit h  g o o d. "

Y o u  h a d  b e e n  pr a yi n g  a b o ut  g etti n g  
ri d of  y o ur  bitt er  f e eli n gs a n d  n o w  G o d,  
t hr o u g h a  S u n d a y  m ess a g e,  w as  t elli n g 
y o u h o w t o b e fr e e. B e  ki n d  t o y o ur  
f at h er. Gi v e  u p  t h e h atr e d.  D o n't  p u nis h  
y o urs elf  wil h  t h e b ur d e n  of  h ostilit y.  If 
y o ur  f at h er n e e ds  p u nis hi n g,  G o d  will  
h a n dl e  it.

S o  w h e n  s o m e o n e c o m es  t o y o u  a n d  
s a ys s h e's fill e d wit h  bitt er n ess  t o w ar d 
h er  f or m er s p o us e a n d  is b ei n g  e at e n  u p  
wit h  h atr e d,  y o u  c a n s h ar e y o ur  st or y  
wit h  h er.  Y o u  c a n r el at e h o w  y o u  w er e  
o n c e  fill e d wit h  bitt er n ess  a n d h o w  y o u  
g a v e  it u p  wit h  G o d's  h el p.  T h e n  y o u  c a n  
writ e  d o w n  f or h er  w h er e  G o d's  pr o mis e  
is f o u n d i n S cri pt ur e  s o s h e  c a n  r e a d a n d  
st u d y it.

Il is m u c h  m or e  h el pf ul  f or us  t o s h ar e 
山 c  w a y  G o d  h el p e d  us  t h a n it is si m pl y  t o 
q u ot e  S cri pt ur e  at  s o m e b o d y.  W h e n  h urt 
i n g p e o pl e  c a n  wit n ess  t h e li vi n g G o d  at  
w or k  i n a n ot h er  p ers o n,  t h e y h a v e  tr ul y 
b e e n  wit n ess e d  t o b y G o d's  l o v e a n d  
p o w er.  S o  w h e n  w e  s h ar e o ur  h o p e  a n d  
f ait h i n t h e li vi n g G o d,  w e  s h o ul d d o  it 
t hr o u g h o ur  o w n  li v es. L et  G o d  us e  o ur 
w e a k n ess  as His  str e n gt h.

b e ar er  is e ntitl e d  
h o urs  of b a b y-sitti n g  a n y

W e d n es d a y  m or ni n g  
_ _  七 溥  K  i n M ar c h,  t w e nt y-f o ur 

h o urs * n oti c e r e- 
q u est e d.
S o m e  n o n c ust o di al p ar 

e nts ar e n't i nt er est e d i n 
p ar e nti n g.  T h at  l e a v es t h e c ust o 

di al p ar e nts  o n t w e nt y-f o ur- h o ur 
c all s e v e n d a ys  a  w e e k.  T h e y  pr o b
a bl y  w or k  o utsi d e  t h e h o m e  l o o. W c  
c a n  a nti ci p at e  t h at m ost  p e o pl e  w o ul d  
r e all y a p pr e ci at e  alittl e  ti m e f or t h e m
s el v es,  k n o wi n g  t h at s o m e  ni c e  C hris 
ti a n f a mil y is w at c hi n g  t h eir c hil
dr e n,  wit h o ut  t h e b ur d e n  of  a n ot h er  
e x p e ns e  f or t h eir o v er e xt e n d e d  b u d 
g et.

If y o u  li v e al o n e  or  y o ur  s p o us e 
tr a v els a  l ot, p er h a ps  y o u  w o ul d  e n 
j o y s o m e c o m p a ni o ns hi p. C h a n c es  
ar e, t h er e ar e s o m e di v or c e d  p e o pl e  
y o u  k n o w  w h o  w o ul d  l o v e s o m e  c o m 
p a n y.  P er h a ps  y o u  c o ul d  g o  t o a  m o vi e  
o n c e  a  m o nt h  t o g et h er. P er h a ps  y o u  
c o ul d c all s o m e b o d y o n  t h e p h o n e  
j ust t o visit.  Y o u  m a y  w a nt  t o as k  
t h e m if y o u  c o ul d  pr a y  f or t h e m. As k  
t h e m w h at  t h eir pr a y er  n e e ds  ar e.  
Y o u  m a y  fi n d a  c o m m o n  h o b b y:  g o ur 
m et  c o o ki n g,  gi n  r u m m y, c oi n c ol 
l e cti n g, " g ar a g e s ali n g ° —  s o m e 
t hi n g y o u  c o ul d  d o  t o g et h er.

P er h a ps  y o u  k n o w  a n  u n e m pl o y e d  
s c h o olt e a c h er.  S h e  mi g ht  e nj o y  t e a c h
i n g S u n d a y  s c h o ol. R e est a blis hi n g

• •
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b e e n  c ut  a w a y,  b ut  u nli k e  a n  a m p ut e e,  
o n e  c a n  s e e y o ur  bl o o d y  st u m p.

w a y  t h e p ers o n  c a n b e  e n c o ur a g e d t o 
c o ntri b ut e.

c a n pr a y erf ull y  c o nsi d er t h eir b e n e v o 
l e n c e gi vi n g.

I n H e br e ws  1 3: 2 w e  ar e r e mi n d e d 
h o w i m p ort a nt h os pit alit y  is: " D o n ot  
f or g et t o e nt ert ai n str a n g ers, f or b y  s o 
d oi n g  s o m e p e o pl e  h a v e  e nt ert ai n e d  a n 
g els  wit h o ut  k n o wi n g  it. " F or  t h e di 
v or c e d,  m e alti m e  is j ust o n e  m or e  p ai n 
f ul r e mi n d er of  b ei n g  al o n e.  F or  t h e c us 
t o di al p ar e nt,  di n n er  is t h e b e gi n ni n g  of 
s e c o n d s hift: It's c o mi n g h o m e  aft er a  
h ar d  d a y's  w or k  t o visit  wit h  t h e ki ds  a n d  
g et  s u p p er  o n  t h e t a bi c. T h er e's  n o  o n e  t o 
s h ar e y o ur  d a y  wit h.  T h e  ki ds  ar e  st ar v e d  
a n d  cr a b b y.  A n d  w h e n  y o u  g et  t h e m e al  
o n  t h e t a bl e, it's n ot  ti m e f or y o u  t o e at,  
b ut  r at h er t o c ut  u p  f o o d f or t h e c hil dr e n.  
A n d  if y o u  d o n't  h a v e  t o o m a n y  gl ass es  
of  s pill e d mil k,  y o u  m a y  g el  a  bit e  b ef or e  
e v er yt hi n g's  c ol d  a n d  t h e c hil dr e n  h a v e  
l eft t h e t a bl e.

F or  t h e n o n c ust o di al  p ar e nt or di v or c e d  
p e o pl e  wit h o ut  c hil dr e n, m e alti m e  is 
w h e n  y o u  r e a d t h e p a p er  w hil e  w at c hi n g  
t h e n e ws  a n d e ati n g  s o m et hi n g y o u  r e
all y d o n't  t ast e, b e c a us e  y o u  j ust d o n'l  
w a nt  t o k n o w  y o u 5 r e e ati n g  al o n e  a g ai n  
j usl as  y o u  d o  e v er y  ot h er  m or ni n g  a n d  
e v er y  ot h er  e v e ni n g.  A  ni c e  w a y  t o mi n 
ist er t o a  di v or c e d  p ers o n  is i n viti n g hi m  
or  h er  f or a  m e al.

S u n d a ys  a n d  h oli d a ys  ar e  e v e n  w ors e  
t h a n r e g ul ar m e alti m es.  T h os e  ar e t h e 
tr a diti o n al f a mil y ti m es. T h os e  ar e t h e 
d a ys  y o u  f e el t h e l o n eli est. O n  S u n d a y  
m or ni n g  y o u  sit al o n e i n a f a mil y of 
b eli e v ers.  Y o u  s e e t h e l o vi n g gl a n c es  of 
c o u pl es ar o u n d y o u  as t h e y c o m m u n e  
wit h  t h e L or d.  A n d  y o u  sit t h er e f e eli n g 
li k e a n a m p ut e e. H alf  y o ur  b ei n g  h as

n o

b o d y  
C hrist  
t h at t h e y 
c a n  gi v e  as  
w ell  as r e- 
c e i v  e . 
Als o,  
t e a c hi n g 
S u n d a y  
s c h o ol m a y  
h el p  fill t h e 

of a  
n o n c ust o di al  
p ar e nt b y  
l etti n g hi m  
or h er  
w or k  wit h  
c hil dr e n.  
E n c o ur a g 
i n g a  si n gl e 
p ers o n t o 
h ost  a  m e et 
i n g or  s o m e 
ot h er  e v e nt  
is a n ot h er

t h at p art  of  h er  i d e ntit y b y  usi n g  h er  
t al e nts c a n  mi nist er  t o h er  as  s h e mi nis 
t ers t o ot h ers.  It als o  
k e e ps  p e o pl e  f e el- 

ar e  a  us e 
f ul p art  of  t h e 

of
S o m eti m es  m at eri al  assist a n c e m a y  

b e  c all e d f or, a n d  t h er e ar e m a n y  w a ys  
t his c a n b e h a n dl e d. M y  p ast or  

s e nt m e  t o a  ps y c h ol o gist.  M y  
c h ur c h c o ntri b ut e d  t o a  C hris 
ti a n c o u ns eli n g  c e nt er  a n d  p ai d  
m ost  of  m y  c o u ns eli n g  f e e. T h e  
c e nt er  s e es p e o pl e  o n  a  sli di n g  
s c al e b as e d  o n  t h eir i n c o m e. I 
w as  u n e m pl o y e d  a n d h a d n o  
i ns ur a n c e, s o I p ai d  o n e-t hir d  
of  m y  r e d u c e d f e e, a n d t h e 
c h ur c h p ai d t h e r est. If t h e 
c h ur c h  h a d n't  b e e n  i n v ol v e d i n 

a  pr o gr a m  li k e t his, I w o ul d  h a v e  
miss e d  a  l ot.
A n ot h er  g o o d  w a y  m y  c h ur c h  h as  

f o u n d t o pr o vi d e  m at eri al  assist a n c e  is 
t hr o u g h a  c ar e- a n d-s h ar c  p a ntr y.  T h e  
f o urt h S u n d a y  of  e a c h  m o nt h,  t h e c o n 
gr e g ati o n is r e mi n d e d t o bri n g i n 
c a n n e d  g o o ds,  st a pl es, or  ot h er  it e ms, 
w hi c h  ar e c oll e ct e d i n t h e n art h e x.  
T h es e  g o o ds  ar e  m o v e d  i nt o a  p a ntr y  
ar e a a n d m a y  b e  t a k e n a n d us e d  b y  
p e o pl e  i n n e e d  or  distri b ut e d  b y  t h e 
di a c o n al  b o ar d  w h e n  it h e ars  of  a  n e e d  
i n t h e c o m m u nit y.

T h e  c h ur c h  s u p p orts  c o u ns eli n g  a n d  
ot h er  dir e ct  a n d  i n dir e ct m at eri al  as 
sist a n c e  fi n a n ci all y t hr o u g h a  b e n e v o 
l e n c e f u n d. Us u all y  t h e first S u n d a y  
of  t h e m o nt h  is d esi g n at e d  f or b e 
n e v ol e n c e  gi vi n g.  W h e n  t h e f u n d 

gr o ws  l o w i n ti m es of  gr e at er  
c o m m u nit y  n e e d,  t h e c o n gr e-  

g ati o n  is i nf or m e d s o t h e y
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W e  h a v e  m e nti o n e d  tr ai ni n g list e n

ers.  C o n gr e g ati o ns  t o d a y g e n er all y  h a v e  
a  si g nifi c a nt n u m b er  of  di v or c e d  m e m 

b ers.  M a n y  of  t h es e h a v e  m a d e  h e alt h y  
a dj ust m e nts  t hr o u g h diffi c ult  ti m es a n d  
h a v e  m a d e  t h e i m p ort a nt dis c o v er y  t h at 
G o d  w as  t h er e str e n gt h e ni n g t h e m e v er y  

of  t h e w a y.  T h es e  p e o pl e  ar e  es p e-

— A d a pt e d  fr o m 
S u e  Ri c h ar ds  a n d  

St a nl e y  H a g e m e y er,  
Mi nistr y  t o t h e Di v or c e d,  

Z o n d er v a n.  
Us e d  wit h  p er missi o n.

u F or  I w as  h u n gr y  a n d  y o u  
g a v e  m e  s o m et hi n g t o e at,  

I w as  t hirst y a n d  y o u  g a v e  
m e  s o m et hi n g t o dri n k,  I 
w as  a str a n g er a n d y o u  
i n vit e d m e  i n, I n e e d e d  
cl ot h es  a n d y o u  cl ot h e d 
m e,  I w as  si c k a n d y o u  
l o o k e d aft er  m e,  I w as  i n 
pris o n  a n d y o u  c a m e t o 
visit  m e. "

T h e n  t h e ri g ht e o us 
will  a ns w er hi m,  “ L or d,  

w h e n  di d  w e  s e e y o u  h u n 
gr y  a n d  f e e d y o u,  or  t hirst y 

a n d  gi v e  y o u  s o m et hi n g t o 
dri n k ?  W h e n  di d  w e  s e e  y o u  
a  str a n g er a n d i n vit e y o u  i n, 
or  n e e di n g  cl ot h es  a n d  cl ot h e  
y o u ?  W h e n  di d  w e  s e e y o u  
si c k or  i n pris o n  a n d  g o  t o 
visit  y o u ? "

T h e  Ki n g  will  r e pl y, “ I 
t ell y o u  t h e tr ut h, w h at e v er  
y o u  di d  f or o n e  of  t h e l e ast 
of  t h es e br ot h ers  of  mi n e,  
y o u  di d  f or m e. "  

C all  s o m e o n e w h o  is di v or c e d.  As k  

hi m  t o m e et  y o u  i n t h e n art h e x  at  9: 5 0,  sit 

wit h  y o ur  f a mil y, a n d c o m e  h o m e  wit h  

y o u  f or di n n er  aft er  c h ur c h.

I n vit e a di v or c e e  a n d h er  t w o littl e 

c hil dr e n  t o y o ur  F o urt h  of  J ul y b a c k y ar d  

pi c ni c.  It's a  s m all g est ur e  fr o m y o u,  b ut  

it c a n  m a k e  a  bi g  diff er e n c e  t o a l o n el y 
f a mil y.

T h es e  ar e j ust a f e w n e e ds  w e  c a n  
a nti ci p at e  a n d  mi nist er  t o. W e  d o n't  n e e d  

t o b e  ps y c h ol o gists,  n or  d o  w e  n e e d  t o b e  

ri c h. J ust s e nsiti v e.

C alli n g  s o m e o n e  a n d  s a yi n g  “ If t h er e's 

e v er  a n yt hi n g  I c a n  d o "  is us u all y  a  s af e  
t a cti c, b e c a us e  m ost  p e o pl e  will  n e v er  

c all  us  b a c k.  If w e  r e all y w a nt  t o mi nis-  

w e  s h o ul d t hi n k of  a  s p e cifi c n e e d,  
c a n  off er  t o m o w  t h e l a w n or  w at c h  

littl e o n es w hil e  t h e di v or c e d  p ers o n  

m o ws  it. P er h a ps  s o m e o n e i n t h e C hris 
ti a n c o m m u nit y c a n r e p air a m alf u n c 

ti o ni n g a p pli a n c e,  b e c a us e  m a n y  si n gl e 

p ar e nt  f a mili es j ust c a n't  aff or d  t o b u y  a  
n e w  o n e.

A  g o o d  w a y  t o h el p  di v or c e d  p e o pl e  
f e el w el c o m e  at  c h ur c h  a cti viti es is n ot  
si m pl y  t o s a y  " all  f a mili es w el c o m e/'  b ut  

t o m a k e  it cl e ar  t h at o n e- p ar e nt  f a mili es 
a n d  si n gl es ar e  m e a nt  b y  t h e t er m "f a mi ・ 
li es " als o.

t h e y will  b e  a bl e  t o e m 

p at hi z e wit h  

m a n y  of

t h  e  I

pr o bl e m  

u  e  s 
a n d will  

als o s h ar e  
h o w G o d  w or k e d  
a mi d t h eir w e a k n ess  

or  p ai n.
F or  t h e p ers o n  c ur 

r e ntl y g oi n g  t hr o u g h t h e 

p ai n  of  di v or c e,  it is of 

t e n h el pf ul  t o s e e t h at 

ot h ers  h a v e  s ur vi v e d  t h e 

p ai n.  It gi v es  t h e m h o p e  

t h at t h e L or d  will  s us
t ai n t h e m a n d  t h e y will  

als o  s ur vi v e.
H er e  is t h e k e y  q u es 

ti o n w e  n e e d  t o as k:  "I n  

f ost eri n g e q ui p pi n g  
mi nistri es  of  v ari o us  
s orts,  i n cl u di n g e v a n g e 

lis m, p ast or al c ar e,  
t e a c hi n g, c a n  w e  f o c us u p o n  

t h e sit u ati o n of  di v or c e  as a n 

o p p ort u nit y  f or h e ali n g  mi nis 

tr y ? M  If t h e a ns w er  is y es,  w e  
s h o ul d a ct o n  t h es e i d e as 

a n d d e v el o p  
m or e.

As  w e  e a c h us e  o ur  s p e ci al gifts  i n 

mi nist eri n g  t o ot h ers,  l et us  r e m e m b er 
t h e w or ds  of  C hrist  fr o m M att h e w  2 5: 3 5-  

4 0.
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I c olli d e d  wit h  a  st ati o n ar y tr u c k c o mi n g  
t h e ot h er  w a y.

I t h o u g ht m y  wi n d o w  w as  d o w n,  b ut  I 
f o u n d o ut  it w as  u p  w h e n  I p ut  m y  h a n d  
t hr o u g h it.

T o  a v oi d  hitti n g  t h e b u m p er  of  t h e c ar  i n 
fr o nt, I str u c k t h e p e d estri a n.

M y  c ar  w as  l e g all y p ar k e d  as  it b a c k e d  
i nt o t h e ot h er  v e hi cl e.

I t ol d t h e p oli c e  t h at I w as  n ot  i nj ur e d, b ut  
o n  r e m o vi n g m y  h at,  I f o u n d t h at I h a d  a  
s k ull fr a ct ur e.

I n a n  att e m pt  t o kill  a  fl y, I dr o v e  i nt o t h e 
t el e p h o n e p ol e.

T h e  i n dir e ct c a us e  of  t his a c ci d e nt  w as  a  
littl e g u y  i n a  s m all c ar  wit h  a  bi g  m o ut h.

I w as  u n a bl e  t o st o p i n ti m e a n d  m y  c ar  
cr as h e d  i nt o t h e ot h er  v e hi cl e.  T h e  dri v er  
a n d  p ass e n g ers  t h e n l eft i m m e di at el y f or 
a  v a c ati o n  wit h  i nj uri es.

A  p e d estri a n  hit  m e  a n d  w e nt  u n d er  m y  
c ar.

I s a w t h e sl o w m o vi n g,  s a d-f a c e d ol d  
g e ntl e m a n  as  h e  b o u n c e d  off  t h e h o o d  of  
m y  c ar.

I w as  t hr o w n fr o m m y  c ar  as it l eft t h e 
r o a d. I w as  l at er f o u n d i n t h e dit c h  wit h  
s o m e str a y c o ws.  .

T h e  g u y  w as  all o v er  t h e r o a d; I h a d  t o 
s w er v e a n u m b er  of  ti m es b ef or e  I hit  
hi m.

I w as  s ur e t h e ol d  f ell o w w o ul d  n e v er  
m a k e  it t o t h e ot h er  si d e of  t h e r o a d w a y 
w h e n  I str u c k, hi m.

C o mi n g  h o m e,  I dr o v e  i nt o t h e wr o n g  
h o us e  a n d c olli d e d wit h  a tr e e I d o n't  
h a v e.

T h e  ot h er  c ar  c olli d e d  wit h  mi n e  wit h o ut  
gi vi n g  w ar ni n g  of  its i nt e nti o ns.

I h a d  b e e n  dri vi n g  m y  c ar  f or f ort y y e ars  
w h e n  I f ell asl e e p  at  t h e w h e el  a n d  h a d  a n  
a c ci d e nt.

As  I a p pr o a c h e d  t h e i nt ers e cti o n, a  st o p 
si g n s u d d e nl y a p p e ar e d  i n a  pl a c e  w h er e  
n o  st o p si g n h a d  e v er  a p p e ar e d  b ef or e.  I 
w as  u n a bl e  t o st o p i n ti m e t o a v oi d t h e 
a c ci d e nt.

W or ds  c a n  b e  tri c k y at  ti m es, 
es p e ci all y  w h e n  w e'r e  tr yi n g t o m a k e  
e x c us es  f or o ur  a cti o ns.  T his  is w h y  w e  
s h o ul d al w a ys  r e m e m b er t o "s p e a k  t h e 
tr ut h i n l o v e " ( E p h. 4: 1 5). Q

A  tr u c k b a c k e d  t hr o u g h m y  wi n ds hi el d  
i nt o m y  wif e's  f a c e.

T h e  p e d estri a n  h a d  n o  i d e a w hi c h  dir e c 
ti o n t o g o,  s o I r a n o v er  hi m.

A n  i n visi bl e c ar  c a m e  o ut  of  n o w h er e,  
str u c k m y  v e hi cl e,  a n d  v a nis h e d.

I p ull e d  a w a y  fr o m t h e si d e of  t h e r o a d, 
gl a n c e d  at  m y  m ot h er-i n-l a w,  a n d  h e a d e d  
o v er  t h e e m b a n k m e nt.

I h a d  b e e n  s h o p pi n g f or pl a nts  all d a y,  
a n d  w as  o n  m y  w a y  h o m e.  As  I r e a c h e d 
a n i nt ers e cti o n, a h e d g e  s pr a n g u p  o b 
s c uri n g m y  visi o n.  I di d  n ot  s e e  t h e ot h er  
c ar.

I w as  o n  m y  w a y  t o t h e d o ct ors  wit h  r e ar 
e n d  tr o u bl e w h e n  m y  u ni v ers al  j oi nt g a v e  
w a y  c a usi n g  m e  t o h a v e  a n a c ci d e nt.

T h e  t el e p h o n e p ol e  w as  a p pr o a c hi n g  f ast. 
I att e m pt e d t o s w er v e o ut  of  its p at h  
w h e n  it str u c k m y  fr o nt e n d.

T  N S U R A N C E  C O M P A NI E S  r e- 
f q uir e  f or ms t o b e  c o m pl et e d  aft er  a  

J L cli e nt  h as  a n a c ci d e nt.  O n e  of  t h e 
q u esti o ns  as ks  t h e cli e nt  t o st at e bri efl y  
a n d c orr e ctl y w h at  h a p p e n e d.  T h e  f ol
l o wi n g q u ot es  w er e  t a k e n fr o m t h os e 
f or ms a n d  w er e  e v e nt u all y p u blis h e d  i n 
t h e T or o nt o  Si m,  J ul y 2 7,  1 9 7 7:



T h e  Pr a y er  of  F ait h ( C o nti n u e d fr o m P a g e  1 5)

W ait  o n  G o d's  Ti mi n g

W h at,  T h e n,  D o  W e  S e e ?

A B C.
L E T' S  DI S C O V E R  T H E  P O S SI BI LI TI E S  T O G E T H E R!

F or  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  h o w  A B C  c a n  e nri c h  y o ur  f ut ur e, c all 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1.

J U N E,  J U L Y  1 9 9 6 T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D2 3

u Is t h er e a n yt hi n g  t o o h ar d  f or t h e L or d ? "  
(J er. 3 2: 2 7).

Y e ars  a g o, w h e n  I w as  u n d er  gr e at  
str ess a n d  cri e d  t o G o d  f or h el p,  H e  g a v e  
m e  p e a c e  i nst a ntl y. B ut  a ns w ers d o  n ot  

w e

Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e.
W e' v e  g ot  t h e t o ols. Y o u' v e  g ot  t h e i niti ati v e.

w e  ar e  
L or d!

1.  G o d  h as  pr o mis e d  p o w erf ul  pr o mis es  t o 
His  p e o pl e.

2.  H e  n e v er  li es. W e  c a n  b eli e v e  His  w or ds.
3.  If w e  f oll o w t h e r ul es: 1)  R e all y  b eli e v e  

G o d's  pr o mis es,  2)  w h e n  w e  pr a y,  b e 
li e v e w e  will  r e c ei v e t h e m, 3)  t ell t h e 
m o u nt ai n  t o r e m o v e i n t h e n a m e  of  
J es us, 4)  t h a n k Hi m  a n d  a ct  u p o n  it, o ur  
pr a y er  will  b e  a ns w er e d.

4.  T his  is w h at  J a m es c all e d  "t h e pr a y er  of  
f ait h. " H e  als o  s ai d t h at w e  s h o ul d n ot  
w a v er,  b ut  as k  i n f ait h, f or t h e m a n  w h o

w a v ers  or  d o u bts  G o d  will  r e c ei v e n ot h 
i n g (J a m es 1: 5- 6).

5.  G o d  w a nts  t o gi v e  us  t h e d esir es  of  o ur  
h e arts  ( Ps a. 3 7: 3- 5),  w h e n  o ur  d esir es  
ar e  i n a c c or d a n c e  wit h  His  will.  S o m e  
d esir es  ar e  n ot  s pirit u al o n es  or  ri g ht t o 
as k  f or.

6.  G o d  will  a ns w er  a c c or di n g  t o His  ti m e
t a bl e. W e  m ust  w ait  o n  Hi m.

7.  I n e v er yt hi n g w e  c a n  gi v e  G o d  t h a n ks. 
T his  is His  will.  A n d  t his is s o m et hi n g

s o h a p p y  t o d o.  Pr ais e  y e  t h e

h e al e d  i m m e di at el y. P e a c e  c a m e t o m e  
i m m e di at el y. B ut  ot h er  ti m es w e  m a y  h a v e  
t o w ait  till G o d  s e es it is t h e ri g ht ti m e t o 
a ns w er. P er h a ps  s o m et hi n g els e h as t o 
h a p p e n  first. W e  d o  n ot  s e c all t hi n gs as  
G o d  s e es all t hi n gs.

Als o,  w e  m ust  r e m e m b er t h at G o d  m a y  
h a v e  a b ett er  us e  f or o ur  m o u nt ai n.  P a ul  
b es o u g ht  G o d  dir e e  ti m es c o n c er ni n g a  
m o u nt ai n,  a n d  G o d  t ol d hi m  it w as  b ett er  
f or hi m  t o k e e p  it. B ut  it a p p e ars  t his w as  
m or e  of  a n e x c e pti o n l h a n t h e r ul e. T h e  
pr o mis es  t h e Bi bl e  r e c or ds s h o w t h at G o d  
is r e a d y t o h el p  us  r e m o v e t h e m o u nt ai n.  It 
is t h e r e w ar d f or a  d e e p  f ait h. It als o  will  
d e e p e n  o ur  f ait h.

W h e n  a p ers o n  s e es a mir a c ul o us  a n 
s w er  t o his  pr a y er  or  t h e pr a y er  of  a n ot h er,  
it d e e p e ns  f ait h a n d  h u milit y,  a n d  gi v es  s o 
m u c h  gl or y  t o G o d.

T h er e  ar e  s o  m a n y  m o u nt ai ns  t h at p e o pl e  
h a v e  i n t his w orl d.  W e  c a n h el p  t h e m t o 
r e m o v e t h e m. A  m or e  a b u n d a nt  a n d  f ait h
f ul lif e will  r es ult. L et  us  li v e b y  f ait h, n ot  
b y  si g ht. W e  li v e i n f ait h t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  
of  G o d  is c o mi n g.  W e  li v e b y  f ait h t h at w e  
h a v e  b e e n  f or gi v e n a n d ar e G o d's  c hil 
dr e n.  W h y  n ot  li v e b y  f ait h i n M att h e w  
1 8: 1 9 ? Is it n ot  tr u e t h at if t w o of  us  
e ar n estl y  a gr e e  o n  s o m e m o u nt ai n  t o as k  
G o d  t o r e m o v e, a n d f oll o w t h e s cri pt ur al 
t e a c hi n gs, will  t h at m o u nt ai n  n ot  b e  r e
m o v e d ?  

al w a ys c o m e s o q ui c kl y.  S o m eti m es  
h a v e  t o w ait  o n  G o d's  ti m et a bl e.

W h e n  t h e c hil dr e n  of  Isr a el w er e  fr a nti c 
at t h e R e d  S e a  b e c a us e  of  t h e E g y pti a ns  
b e hi n d t h e m, a n d M os es  s ai d t o t h e m, 
" St a n d still, a n d s e e t h e s al v ati o n of  t h e 
L or d, ”  t h e y h a d  t o w ait  till t h e L or d  r oll e d 
b a c k  t h e w at ers  b ef or e  t h e y c o ul d  cr oss.

Ps al m  2 7: 1 4  s a ys, u W ait  o n  t h e L or d:  
b e  of  g o o d  c o ur a g e,  a n d  h e  s h all str e n gt h e n 
t hi n e h e art: w ait,  I s a y, o n t h e L or d. "  
J er e mi a h s ai d, "It is g o o d t h at a m a n  
s h o ul d b ot h  h o p e  a n d  q ui etl y  w ait  f or t h e 
| al v a(i o n of  t h e L or d "  ( L a m. 3: 2 6).  G o d  
■ ol d  t h e J e ws i n Z e p h a ni a h's  d a y  t o w ait  

f or Hi m  t o w or k  ( Z c p h. 3: 8).  J es us as k e d  
l h e a p ostl es  t o w ait  f or t h e pr o mis e  of  t h e 
F at h er,  P a ul  s ai d it t his w a y,  "If  w e  h o p e  
f or t h at w c  s e e n ot,  t h e n d o  w e  wit h  p a 
ti e n c e w ait  f or il” ( R o m. 8: 2 5).

S o m cti ni cs  G o d's  pr o mis es  l a k e a  l o n g 
ti m e t o f ulfill. H e  pr o mis e d  A br a h a m  i n
h erit a n c e  i n t h e e art h  l o n g a g o  a n d  it still 
h as  n ot  c o m e. Ot h er  ti m es p e o pl e  w er e
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N a m e  

A d dr ess  

Cit y  St at e  Zi p  

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

U. S.  P O S T A G E  

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

M orr o w,  G e or ^ a  
N o n pr ofit  Or g.

“ T h e  tr o u bl e is t h at m ost  C hristi a ns  
t hi n k t h e y'r e s a v e d  b y  gr a c e  b ut  gr o w  b y  
s w e at. " —  St e p h e n  Br o w n

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M o r r o w,  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

T h e  P erf or m a n c e  Tr a p
b y  D a v e  O p e l

" E v er y o n e w h o  h o p es  t o b e  et er n all y  
j ustifi e d m ust  c o m e t o G o d  t h e s a m e  
w a y:  o n  t h e b asis  of  gr a c e;  it is a  gift,  a n d  
t h at gift  c o m es  t o us  a bs ol ut el y  fr e e. "

— C h arl es  S wi n d oll

F T E R  B E GI N NI N G  WI T H  
t h e S pirit,  ar e  y o u  n o w  tr y
i n g t o o bt ai n  y o ur  g o al  b y

“ U n m erit e d  f a v or vs.  e ar n e d  a c c e pt a n c e.  
Fr e el y  b est o w e d  vs.  c o n diti o n all y  gi v e n.  
U n d es er vi n g  r e c ei v ers vs.  w ort h y  a c hi e v-  
ers. "  —  D a vi d  A.  S e m a n ds

" Y es, G o d  is w or ki n g  i n y o u  t o h el p  
y o u  w a nt  t o d o  w h at  pl e as es  Hi m.  A n d  
H e  gi v es  y o u  t h e p o w er  t o d o  it. "

— P hil.  2: 1 3,  N e w  C e nt ur y  V ersi o n

s al v ati o n is stri ctl y u n d es er v e d, n e v er  
m erit a bl e.  It is a bs ol ut el y a n d t ot all y 
fr e e. Y o u  c a n n ot  e ar n  it. Y o u  c a n n ot  b u y 

it.
Z A
h u m a n  eff ort ? "  ( G al. 3: 3).

P erf or m a n c e  pl a ys  a bi g  r ol e i n t o d a y's 
j o b m ar k et  a n d  i n o ur  c ult ur e.  Si mil arl y,  
t his A m eri c a n  w a y  of  lif e h as  als o  b e 
c o m e t h e A m eri c a n  w a y  of  r eli gi o n, a  
<l d o-it- y o urs elf , r eli gi o n. E m p h asis  is 
pl a c e d  u p o n  y o ur  a c hi e v e m e nt. S al v a 
ti o n is vi e w e d  as  m erit a bl e  b y  p ers o n al  
eff ort,  w or ks,  a n d a c c e pt a bl e  b e h a vi or.  
P e o pl e  s e e t h e ms el v es as " m ast ers " of  
t h eir o w n  f at e a n d " c a pt ai ns " of  t h eir 
o w n  s o uls. G o d  is vi e w e d  as  h el pi n g  o nl y  
t h os e w h o  h el p  t h e ms el v es ( n ot a  t e xt of  
S cri pt ur e).

W h y  n ot  e m p h asi z e w h at  G o d  d o es  
f or us  i nst e a d of  w h at  w e  d o  f or Hi m ?  
G o d  fr e el y gi v es  us  t h e " gift " of  s al v a 
ti o n ( R o m a ns c hs.  5,  6).  T his  m e a ns  t h at

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d
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R e c ei vi n g  G o d *s  gr a c e  b y  h u m bl e  a c 
c e pt a n c e t hr o u g h si m pl e f ait h al w a ys  
st a n ds i n s h ar p c o ntr ast  t o e ar ni n g  it o n  
t h e b asis  of  w or ks.  S o m e  h a v e  c all e d  t his 
c o n c e pt  u c h e a p ,, gr a c e.  B ut  it r e all y is 
e v e n c h e a p er  t h a n " c h e a p. " It is a bs o 
l ut el y fr e e! U nf ort u n at el y,  s o m e h a v e  
misi nt er pr et e d  tr u e gr a c e as " c h e a p. " 
" C h e a p ” gr a c e  j ustifi es t h e si n r at h er 
t h a n t h e si n n er w hil e  "tr u e " gr a c e  j usti
fi es t h e si n n er, n ot  t h e si n. " Wit h o ut  t h e p o w er  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit  

all  h u m a n  eff orts,  m et h o ds,  a n d  pl a ns  ar e  
as  f util e as  att e m pti n g  t o pr o p el  a  b o at  b y  
p uffi n g  at  t h e s ails  wit h  o ur  o w n  br e at h ^ M .̂

— D. M.  D a ws ol ^/

S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns  
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  

t h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  
l a b el i d e ntifi es t h e r e n e w al 
d al e  of  y o ur  s u bs cri pti o n. If 
t h e n u m b er  is 9 7. 0,  it e x pir es  
wit h  t h e F e br u ar y/ M ar c h  is
s u e, 1 9 9 7. A  9 7. 2 n u m b er  
m e a ns  aJ u n e/J ul y  e x pir ati o n.  
T his  m et h o d  will  assist t h e 
s u bs cri b er  i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al.

D e ar R Es m v n o N H E R A L D,

I a m  writi n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n:

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is i n c orr e ct, pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

 I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  t o m y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri nt e d  b el o w.

 I wis h  t o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri pti o n  t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt.

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  —  1 yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr.  $ 2 1, 3  yr.  $ 3 0. ( Britis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U.  S.  f u n ds.] T h a n k  y o u,
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7
L or d,  h e a v e n  is y o ur  t hr o n e a n d  t h e e art h  is ̂ o ur  f o otst o ol.

T h e  ki n g d o m  is y o urs.



fr o m t h e E dit or

Ti m e  Fli es

T h e  si xt h

Fl et c h er  arr o w  ... is

K aili/ n  El ys e  Fl et c h er.
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will  fi n d l h e p oi nts  of  vi e w  c o n c er ni n g  
c a pit al p u nis h m e nt  c h all e n gi n g. B e  pr e 
p ar e d  l o str et c h y o urs elf  a n d l o o k at s e v
er al  si d es of  l h e s a m e iss u e.

W e  f oll o w t his wit h  a  l o o k al  o ur  f ait h 
i n a cti o n.  It h as  b e e n  s ai d t h at t h e b est  w a y  
t o d et er mi n e  a p ers o n's  tr u e v al u es  is l o 
l o o k t hr o u g h t h eir c h e c k b o o k. W e  h a v e  
t w o e x c ell e nt arti cl es —  o n e b y H ollis  
P artl o w c  a n d a n ot h er s u b miit c d a n o n y 
m o usl y  — w hi c h  c h all e n g e us  
a b o ut  o ur  st e w ar ds hi p.

J eff H erri n g  a n d  Ji m M attis o n  gi v e  us  
s o m e e x c ell e nt a d vi c e f or c o pi n g wii h  
str ess a n d b ur n o ut;  l a k e t h e li m e l o r e a d 
t h e m.

W e  h a v e  i n cl u d e d a  v er y  s p e ci al arti cl e  
i n t his iss u e a b o ut a s u bj e ct t h at t o u c h es 
m a n y  li v es t o d a y, Al z h ei m er's  dis e as e.  
" M uri el's Bl essi n g 1 * is t h e st or y of  o n e  
C hristi a n  m a n's  e x p eri e n c e  of  his  wif e's  
str u g gl e wit h  Al z h ei m er's.  I w a nt  l o t h a n k 
P ast or  Fr a n cis  B ur n cit  f or l o c ati n g t his 
arti cl e  a n d o bl ai ni n g  p er missi o n fr oi n its 
a ut h or  t o s h ar e it wit h  y o u.

O n  a  p ers o n al  n ot e,  G o d  h as  bl ess e d  o ur  
f a mil y wit h  a n ot h er  b e a utif ul,  h e alt h y  c hil d.  
T h e  si xt h  Fl et c h er  arr o w  e nt er e d  o ur  q ui v er  
o n  J ul y 2 7l h.  H er  n a m e  is K ail y n  El ys e  
Fl ci c h er  a n d  s h e r e mi n ds m e  a g ai n  of  h o w  
g e n er o us  a n d  ki n d  o ur  h e a v e nl y  f at h er is ( o 
His  c hil dr e n.

M a y  G o d  b e  g o o d  t o y o u  all. Lift  u p  
y o ur  h e arts!  J es us is L or d! 口

I Vs  h ar d  l o b eli e v e,  b ut  wit h  t his iss u e 
I w e' v e  c o m pl et e d o ur  first y e ar  t o- 

g et h er,  I as  e dit or  a n d  y o u  as  r e a d er.
I h o p e  y o u  ar c fi n di n g o ur  p arl n crs hi p  as  
j o y o us a n d  r efr es hi n g as  I a m.  I h a v e  tri e d 
l o i n cl u d e arti cl es t h at ar e e n c o ur a gi n g,  
y et  at t h e s a m e li m e c h all e n gi n g. Wit hi n  
t h e C h ur c h  of  G o d  w e  h a v e  m a n y  e x c ell e nt  
writ ers,  a n d I s us p e ct t h at w e  ar c o nl y  
b e gi n ni n g l o s cr at c h l h e s urf a c e of  t h e 
a v ail a bl e  t al e nt o ut  t h er e. T h er e  ar e  pr o b 
a bl y  a  n u m b er  of  y o u  wii h  al  l e ast o n e  g o o d  
arti cl e i nsi d e of  y o u. N e xt  li m e y o u'r e  
r e a di n g or  t hi n ki n g a b o ut  s o ni c iss u e t h at 
r e all y c h all e n g es y o u,  l a k e a mi n ut e  a n d  
j ot d o w n  y o ur  i d e as ... b ef or e  y o u  k n o w  it, 
t h er e mi g ht  b e  s o m e i d e as w ort h  s h ari n g  
wit h  ot h ers.

I n t his iss u e w e'r e  pl e as e d  l o b e  a bl e  t o 
off er  y o u  a n ot h er  fi n e s el e cti o n of  arti cl es.  
W e  b e gi n  wit h  a  t o pi c d c ar  l o us  —  o ur  
Ki n g d o m  h o p e.  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d  t ells 
a b o ut  l h e f ut ur e i m pli c ati o ns of  t h e Ki n g 
d o m  w hil e  Tr a c y  S a v a g e  t al ks a b o ut  s o m e 
of  t h e pr es e nt- d a y  as p e cts  of  l h e Ki n g d o m.  
T his  is f oll o w e d b y  a n  i m a gi n ati v e c o n v er 
s ati o n at t h e Ki n g d o m  di n n er  t a bl e b e 
t w e e n C hris  S ci d crs  a n d  l h e a p osll c P a ul.  
M err y  P et ers o n  t h e n c a pt ur es  s o m e of  l h e 
p o cli c  e x cit e m e nt  of  C hrist's  c o mi n g  wit h  
" O n e Ni g ht "  —  s ur e i o bri n g  a  t e ar of  j o y 
l o y o ur  e y es.

R o b ert  H a c h  pr o vi d es  us  wit h  a  sti m u 
l ati n g e x pl or ati o n  of  t 4T hr c c  Ki n ds  of  F ait h ,* 
a n d  R e x  C ai n  gi v es  s o m e s u g g esti o ns f or 
p ar e nti n g.

T his  m o nt h  I r e c ei v e d s e v er al l ett ers 
w hi c h  I * v e i n cl u d e d f or y o ur  i nt er est. Y o u
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E DI T O R

J E F F  F L E T C H E R

T E C H NI C A L  DI R E C T O R  O F  P U B LI S HI N G  

D A NI E L  S M E A D

M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N S

MI C H E L L E  T U R N E R

A D D R E S S  M AI LI N G  A N D  S U B S C RI P TI O N

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R E S T n v n o N  H e r a l d . A T T N'  MI C H E L L E T U R N E R.

P  O.  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0.  M O R R O W,  G A  3 0 2 6 0  ( E- M AI L A D D R E S S  

ail b c Cj'i x  n ci c o m. c o m ).

Ki n g d o m  P o w er  a n d  Ki n g d o m  J o y i n Y b ur Lif e  T o d a y  

b y  Tr a c y  S a v a g e

T h e  M ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  as  t h e O nl y  T o ol  t o Cr e at e  

I m m ort alit y 

b y  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d

A  Di n n er  C o n v ers ati o n  wit h  t h e A p ostl e P a ul  

b y  C hris  S ei d ers

A  C hil d  of  G o d  L e ar ns  W h at  T h e y  Li v e
U n k n o w n

T Y P E S E H E R

LI S A  I K N E R

A D D R E S S  E DI T O RI A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O:

T h e  R e s t h u ti o n  H e r a l d , A T T N.  J EI T  F L E T C H E R,  1 3 0  W A Y N E  S T.,  

P O N C H A T O U L A.  L A  7 0 4 5 4  ( E- M AI L A D D R E S S  jfl ct cr @ n ol c o m).

S u g g esti o ns  f or P ar e nti n g  

b y  R e x  C ai n

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L D

V O L U M E  8 5,  N U M B E R  6:  A U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R  1 9 9 6.  © 1 9 9 6.

P R O O F R E A D E R

S A R A H  B U Z Z A R D

C hristi a n  St e w ar ds hi p
A n o n y m o u s

T h e  R E s n n m o N  H e r a l d  I S O W N E D  A N D  P U B LI S H E D  B Y  T H E C H U R C H  

O F  G O D  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E.  A  N O N P R O H T  C H RI S TI A N  C O R-  

P O R A TI O N  L O C A T E D  A T  5 8 2 3  T R A M M E L L  R O A D.  P  0  B O X  1 0 0, 0 0 0.  

M O R R O W.  G A  3 0 2 6 0.  T H E  H e r a l d  I S M AI L E D  SI X  TI M E S  A  Y E A R

T h e  R e s t t t v ti o n  H e r a l d  A D V O C A T E S.

O n e  Ni g ht  

b y  M err y  P et ers o n

M uri el's  Bl essi n g  
b y  R o b erts o n  M c Q uil ki n

T h e  Wi n gs  of W e alt h  
b y  H ollis  P artl o w e

・  T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  G O D  (I C O R.  8: 6).

-T H E  H O L Y  S PI RI T  I S G O D' S  P O W E R  ( A C T S 1. 8);

- J  I ^ S U S C H RI S T  I S G O D S  O N L Y  B E G O T T E N  S O N  ( M AI T.  I 6 J 6). A N D 

I S O U R  M E DI A T O R  (I TI M.  2. 5);

-T H E  BI B L E  I S T H E  I N S PI R E D W O R D  O F  G O D  ( 2 TI M  3: 1 6):

・  T H E  M O R T A LI T Y  O F  M A N  ( J O B 4: 1 7,  P S A.  1 4 6  4) ：

-T H E  N E A R  R E T U R N  O F  C H RI S T  ( A C T S 1: 1 1).  A N D  LI F E  O N L Y  

T H R O U G H  HI M  ( C O L. 3: 3):

・  T H E  LI T E R A L  R E S U R R E C TI O N  O F  T H E  D E/\ D  ( J O H N 5  2 8);

-T H E  1 M M O R T A LI Z/ X TI O N  O F  T H O S E  I N C H RI S T  (I C O R  1 5  5 3. 5 4),

-T H E  D E S T R U C TI O N  O F  T H E  WI C K E D  ( R E V. 2 1 8);

-T H E  FI N A L  R E S T O R A TI O N  O F  I S R A E L A S  T H E  KI N G D O M  O F  G O D  

U N D E R  T H E  KI N G S HI P  O F  C H RI S T  ( L U K E 1: 3 2) ：

・  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  B E  J OI N T  H EI R S  WI T H  HI M  ( R O M. 8: 1 7).  A N D  

I S R A E L T O  B E  M A D E H E A D  O V E R  G E N TI L E  N A TI O N S  (I S A. 6 0: 1  - 3);

・  T H E  “R E S TI T U TI O N  O F  A L L  T HI N G S  W HI C H  G O D  H A T H  S P O K E N  

B Y  T H E  M O U T H  O F  A L L  HI S  H O L Y  P R O P H E T S  SI N C E  T H E  W O R L D  

B E G A N ”( A C T S 3: 2 】 ).

・  I T A L S O  FI R M L Y  A D V O C A T E S  R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  I M M E R SI O N I N 

T H E  N A M E O F  J E S U S  C H RI S T  F O R  T H E  R E MI S SI O N  O F  SI N S  ( A C T S 

2: 3 8),  A N D  A  C O N S E C R A T E D  LI F E  A S  E S S E N TI A L  T O  S A L V A TI O N.

P E R MI S SI O N S:  Ail a nl a  Bi bl e  C oll e g c/ C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e  

gr a nt s  p er mi s si o n  f or a n y  ori gi n al  arti cl e  ( n ot a  r e pri nt) t o b e  p h ot o c o pi e d  or  

d u pli c at e d  f or u s e,  pr o vi d e d  l h e m at eri al  i s di stri b ut e d  fr e e a n d  t h e c o pi e s  

i n di c at e t h e n a m e  of  l h e p u bli c ati o n  a n d  ( h e n a m e  of  Atl a nt a  Bi bl e  C oll e g e/  

C h ur c h  of  G o d  G e n er al  C o nf er e n c e,  a n d  o ur  m aili n g  a d dr e s s.

Si m pl e  W a ys  t o U nti e  t h e K n ots  of  D ail y  Str ess  
b y  J eff  H erri n g



Ki n g d o m

A
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b y  A n t h o n y  B u z z a r d
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T h e  M ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  as  t h e 
O nl y  T o ol  t o Cr e at e  I m m ort alit y

L u k e's  r e p ort of  J es us' t e a c hi n g m a k es  
r e c e pti o n of  t his m ess a g e  t h e a bs ol ut e  

ess e nti al f or s al v ati o n. T h e  Ki n g d o m  is 
t h e o bj e ct  of  f ait h a n d  it is t h e m e a ns  of  
s al v ati o n:

L u k e's  r e p ort of  J es us'  

t e a c hi n g m a k es  

r e c e pti o n of  t his 

m ess a g e  t h e a bs ol ut e  

ess e nti al  f or s al v ati o n.

T h e  Ki n g d o m  is t h e 

o bj e ct  of  f ait h a n d  it is 
t h e m e a ns  of  s al v ati o n.

T h e  s e e d is t h e m ess a g e  of  G o d  [t h e 
m ess a g e  a b o ut t h e Ki n g d o m,  M at 
t h e w 1 3: 1 9].  T h os e  o n  l h e r o a d ar c  t h e 
p e o pl e  w h o  h e ar,  b ut  t h e n l h e d e vil  
c o m es a n d  c arri es off  t h e w or d  fr o m

t h eir h e arts  s o l h al t h e y m a y  n ot  b e 
li e v e it a n d  b e  s a v e d ( L u k e 8: 1 1 , 1 2).

c c or di n g  t o 2  Ti m ot h y  1: 1 3  t h e 

pr o cl a m ati o n  of  P a ul  is a  m o d el  

of  s o u n d  t e a c hi n g ( c p. R o m a ns  

6: 1 7 、 " a  m o d el  of  t e a c hi n g''). T h e  Gr e e k  

w or d  m p os  ( m o d el, s h a p e or  f or m) d e 

s cri b es l h e “ o ulli n e "  of  t h e t e a c hi n g of  
J es us a n d  P a ul.

T h er e  is a  fi x e d f or m of  t e a c hi n g i n l h e 
N e w  T est a m e nt  a n d  ii all  g o es  b a c k  t o ( h e 

t e a c hi n g of  J es us a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d.  J es us l a ys o ut  t his " p ar a di g m " or  

" m o d el ”  i n M att h e w  1 3: 1 1  ff. T h cs e e dis  

c all e d  t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  i n t h e 

p ar a bl e  of  t h e s o w er ( a ct u all y a  p ar a bl e  
a b o ut l h e pr o gr ess  of  t h e G os p el  of  t h e 
Ki n g d o m):

T h os e  w h o  r e c ei v e t h e m ess a g e  of  l h e 

Ki n g d o m  b e c o m e  "t h e  s o ns of  l h e Ki n g-  

d o m "  ( M att. 1 3: 3 8)  ( =l h c r o y al f a mil y i n 
tr ai ni n g f or r ul ers hi p i n l h e c o mi n g Ki n g 

d o m 1 ). T h e  d e vil  s o ws his  i d e as a n d  pr o 
d u c es  " w e e ds "  ( d ar n el, w hi c h  l o o ks v er y  
m u c h  li k e tr u e w h e al).  A  C hristi a n  dis 

ci pl e  is o n e  w h o  h as  b e e n  i nstr u cl e d i n t h e 

Ki n g d o m  ( 1 3: 5 2).

J es us o b vi o usl y  b eli e v e d  ( h al c ert ai n  

i nf or m ati o n h a d  t o l a k e r o ot i n t h e h e art  of  
a n  i n di vi d u al f or t h e s al v ati o n pr o c ess  t印  
g et  u n d er  w a y.  T h at  i nf o n n ali o n is €t k n o v v M  

e d g e  of  t h e m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  
G o d. ”

" T o y o u  ii is gi v e n  t o u n d erst a n d  l h e 
m yst eri es  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d,  b util  is 
n ot  gr a nt e d  t o t h es e ot h ers "  ( M all. 1 3: 1 1 ).

P et er,  w h o  w as  c h os e n  as l h e "r o c k "  

a p ostl e,  d es cri b es  t h e s a m e  pr o c ess:  C hris 
ti a ns ar c  " b or n  a g ai n  n ot  fr o m c orr u pti bl e  
s e e d  (s p or a) b ut  i n c orr u pti bl e s e e d  t hr o u g h 

t h e M ess a g e  of  t h e li vi n g G o d  ... w hi c h  
r e m ai ns f or e v er'( 1 P et er  1 : 2 3,2 5).  “ T his  
is t h e w or d  w hi c h  w as  pr e a c h e d  t o y o u  as  
t h e G os p el "  ( v. 2 5)  —  i. c., t h e G os p el  of  

t h e Ki n g d o m  ( L u k e 4: 4 3;  M all.  1 3: 1 9;  
2 4: 1 4;  A cts  1 9: 8;  2 8: 2 3,  3 1).

T h e  g er m  of  i m m ort alit y is tr a ns milt e d 
t o t h e b eli e v er  o nl y  b y  t his pr o c ess,  l h e 

pl a nti n g  of  t h e i n c orr u pti bl e s e e d of  t h e 
w or d  of  t h e Ki n g d o m.  S at a n  k n o ws  t his 
a n d  tri es l o r e m o v e t h e s e e d  or  c orr u pt  it s o 
t h at it will  n ot  d e v el o p  i nt o i m m ori alit y 
( b y r es urr e cti o n).

T o  y o u  is gi v e n  t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e 
s e cr ets of  t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  
W h e n  s o m e o n e h e ars t h e M ess a g e  
a b o ut  l h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  f ails l o u n d er 
st a n d it, l h e d e vil  c o m es  a n d  s n at c h es 
a w a y  w h at  is s o w n i n his  mi n d  .... As  
f or t h e o n e  w h o  is s o w n o n  g o o d  s oil, 
t h at is t h e m a n  w h o  h e ars  t h e m ess a g e  
| a b o ut t h e Ki n g d o m]  a n d  u n d erst a n ds  
it .... H e  b e ars  fr uit.

一 潺
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T h er e  is n o  ot h er  m ess a g e  t h a n t h e 

m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  w hi c h  J es us a n d  

t h e a p ostl es  pr e a c h e d  w hi c h  c a n  p ossi bl y  

tr a ns mit l h e s e e d  of  i m m ort alit y. H a vi n g  

b e e n  s o w n  ii h as  t o b e  c ulti v at e d  s o t h at it 
c a n b e ar  fr uit. T his  b ei n g  tr u e l h e e arl y  

c h ur c h pr o cl ai m e d  t h e Ki n g d o m,  m a d e  

s ur e  ii h a d  b e e n  gr as p e d  a n d  t h e n b a pti z e d  

t h e c o n v ert:

* C p.  Eri c  S a u er  ( Fr o m Et er nit y  t o Et er 

nit y, 1 9 9 3, p. 9 3): "t h e C h ur c h  is t h e 
offi ci al  a d mi nistr ati v e st aff, l h e r uli n g 
arist o cr a c y  of  t h e c o mi n g  Ki n g d o m. 、 '

G os p el  is “ t h e w or d, M  or  " w or ds "  of  J es us. 

M a n y  Bi bl e  r e a d ers h a v e  n e v er  gr as p e d  

t h e m e a ni n g  of  t h e G os p el  as  it ori gi n at e d  

wit h  t h e hist ori c al  J es us (s e e H e br e ws  

2: 3).
T h er e  is o nl y  o n e  G os p el  a n d  it is t h e 

G os p el  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  as pr o cl ai m e d  

first b y  J es us w h e n  H e  w as  h er e  o n  e art h.  

Aft er  t h e r es urr e cti o n a n d as c e nsi o n  of  

J es us t h e s a m e G os p el  —  ' T his G os p el  

a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m ”  ( M att. 2 4: 1 5)  —  is t o 

b e  a n n o u n c e d u ntil  t h e e n d  of  t h e a g e,  

w h e n  J es us will  r et ur n t o i n a u g ur at e t h e 

Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  o n  e art h.  T h e  Ki n g d o m  
is t h e C hristi a n  h o p e  as  w ell  as  t h e s u bj e ct 

of  l h e G os p el.  R e c e pti o n  of  t h e G os p el  

m ess a g e  a n d  h o p e  b e ars  o n  e v er yt hi n g  w e  
d o  n o w.  E v e n  l o v e a n d  f ait h s pri n g  fr o m 

h o p e  ( C ol. 1: 4,  5).

P o p ul ar e v a n g elis m  as ks  p e o pl e  t o ̂ r e 

c ei v e  J es us. "  J es us  as ks  us  t o "r e c ei v e  t h e 

m ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m/'  T h er e  is a n  
ess e nti al diff er e n c e.  J es us is a c c e pt e d  

t hr o u g h His  m ess a g e  a b o ut  t h e Ki n g d o m  
( M att. 1 3: 1 9ff.J o h n  1 7: 8, 1 4, 2 0). T hisis  
G o d's  cr e ati v e  t o ol d esi g n e d  t o tr a ns mit 
i m m ort alit y t o t h e b eli e v er.  T o d a y  it is 
e xtr e m el y  r ar e e v e n  t o h e ar  m e nti o n e d  t h e 

bi bli c al  p hr as e  " G os p el a b o ut  t h e Ki n g-  

d o m "  w hi c h  is t h e b asis  of  all  t h at J es us 
a n d  t h e a p ostl es  t a u g ht. 

d e p e n di n g  o n  w h et h er  t h e y l a k e t o h e art  

t h e Ki n g d o m  M ess a g e  or  n ot  (i n cl u di n g 

t h e cr oss of  J es us, of  c o urs e, a n d His  

r es urr e cti o n a n d  c o mi n g  a g ai n).

T h e  s c e d- M ess a g e c o nt ai ns  t h e s piri
t u al i nf or m ati o n d esi g n e d  t o s p ar k n e w  

lif e (r e birt h).

G o d  c a us es t h e r e birt h t hr o u g h t his 

w or d/s e e d  a n d  it l a u n c h es i n us  a  li vi n g 

h o p c(l  P et.  1 : 3,4), n a m el y  l h e h o p e oft h e 

i n h erit a n c e of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a n d  i m m ort al

it y i n it.

N o  w o n d er  t h e n t h at P a ul  s p e a ks of  
“ l h e h e alt h- gi vi n g  w or ds,  n a m el y t h e 

w or ds  of  t h e L or d  J es us C hrist ”  ( 1 Ti m.  

6: 3).  T h es e  w or ds  l e a d i o g o o d  h e alt h  
f or e v er —  i m m ort alit y t hr o u g h r es urr e c

ti o n.

S o m e  s a y t h at t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is 

n ot  p art  of  t h e g os p el  b ut  m er el y  of  i nt er est 

t o st u d e nts  of  pr o p h e c y.  T his  t h e or y o v er 
l o o ks t w o b asi c  f a cts:

J es us c alls t h e G os p el  "t h e G os p el  

a b o ut t h e Ki n g d o m''  ( M att h e w 1 3: 1 9;  

L u k e 4: 4 3,  et c.).  P hili p  a n d  P a ul  pr e a c h e d  
t h e Ki n g d o m  as t h e G os p el  ( A cts 8: 1 2;  
1 9: 8;  2 0: 2 5;  2 8: 2 3,  3 1).  “ T h e  G os p el  of  
t h e Ki n g d o m "  is e q ui v al e nt  t o ' T h e w or d  

of  t h e Ki n g d o m "  a n d t h es e p hr as es  ar e  

i d e nti c al i n m e a ni n g  t o "t h e  w or d  of  G o d/  
t h e L or d ”  a n d  "t h e  G os p el  of  G o d. ”  T h e y  
als o  a p p e ar  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  i n l h e 

s h ort e n e d  f or m "t h e  w or d, ”  a n d  "t h e  G os 
p el/'  A n ot h er  s y n o n y m is ' T h e G os p el  of  
C hrist, ”  or  "l h e  G os p el  of  s al v ati o n/'  T h e  

s a m e M ess a g e  of  t h e Ki n g d o m  a p p e ars  
als o  as  "l h e  w or d  of  Ir ul h/' or  "l h e  tr ut h/' 
All  t h es e t er ms ar e  tr a c e d t o t h e " p ar c nl  

l e xt " gi v e n  b y  J es us: t h e G os p el  ( w or d) 

a b o ut t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d/ h e a v e n.  I n 

J o h n *s  a c c o u nt  of  J es us' mi nistr y  t h e s a m e

W h e n  t h e y b eli e v e d  P hili p  as  h e  pr o 
cl ai m e d  l h e G o o d  N e ws  [ G os p el] a b o ut  
t h e Ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  l h e n a m e  of  
J es us [ e v er yt hi n g J es us st a n ds f or], 
l h e y w er e  g elli n g  b a pti z e d,  b ot h  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  ( A cts 8: 1 2).

T h e  Bi bl e  t e a c hi n g h as a d efi nit e  

g m ol d "  or  s h a p e  ( a M essi a ni c  a p o c al y pti c  
R h a p c).  U nf orl u n at cl y  ( h er e is a n ot h er,  

Gr e e k  p hil os o p hi c al ‘‘m ol d "  t hr o u g h 

w hi c h  t h e t e a c hi n gs of  J es us w er e  r u n i n 

t h e s e c o n d c e nt ur y.  N o  w o n d er  t h at l h e 
f ait h c a m e  o ut  b e ari n g  a  diff er e nt  s h a p e!  

P e o pl e  ar c  s h o c k e d w h e n  y o u  gi v e  t h e m 
t h e bi bli c all y-s h a p e d  f ait h.

T h e  Pl at o ni z c d  C hristi a nit y  of  t h e d e 
n o mi n ati o ns  (si n c e t h e 2 n d  c e nt ur y)  pr o 
m ot es  /es c 〃 广 ki n g d o m ”  a n d  a  d esti n y  
w hi c h  h asl o  d o  wit h  d e p arti n g  as  a  dis e m 

b o di e d  s o ul t o h e a v e n  at d e at h. J es us 

n e v er  t a u g ht t h es e t hi n gs a n d  w o ul d  h a v e  
r ej e ct e d l h e m as  d a n g er o us  c o u nt erf eits.  

T h e  d e n o mi n ati o n al  s yst e m,  u n a bl e  t o gi v e  
u p its c h eris h e d G n osti cis m/ Pl at o nis m  

m er el y  t wists t h e m o d el  of  l h e Bi bl e  l o fit 
its n o n- M cssi a ni c  u n d erst a n di n g.  T h us  it 

c a n  h a v e  t h e " c o mf ort ”  of't h e  Bi bl e  w hil e  
m ai nt ai ni n g  t h e tr a diti o n al st at us q u o.  
T h at's  "t h e m ess  w e'r e  i n "!

E v er y o n e  w h o  h e ars  y o u  t e a c h is a  
c a n di d at e  f or i m m ort alit y or  d estr u cti o n
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gr e at er  t h a n a n y  ot h er  j o y. A n d  as  I s ai d, it is n't d e p e n d e nt  

o n  a n ot h er  p ers o n,  o n  cir c u mst a n c es  or  o n  p oss essi o ns,  or  

t h e l a c k of  t h e m. T h er ef or e,  p e o pl e,  t hi n gs or  cir c u m-  

w c  h a v e  b e e n  

gi v e n.  W c  b eli e v e  i n Hi m  a n d  ar e  fill e d v vil h  a n  i n e x pr ess

i bl e a n d gl ori o us  j o y ( 1 P et er  1: 8- 9).  G o d  fills us  wit h  a  

gr e at er  j o y t h a n a n yt hi n g  cr e at e d  c a n  gi v e  us  ( Ps al m 4: 7).  
His  j o y i n us is o ur  str e n gt h a n d

.It d o es n't  h a v e  l o a n d  
o n  o ut er  cir c u m 

st a n c es or  e v e n  i n n er f e eli n gs or  e m oti o ns.  J o y is als o  n ot  
t h e s a m e  as  h a p pi n ess,  w hi c h  is d e p e n d e nt  o n  o ut er  cir c u m 

st a n c es. T h e  o nl y  ti m e w e  l a c k i n j o y, or  h a v e  n o  j o y, is 
w h e n  w c  c h o os e  t o gi v e  it a w a y.  At  ti m es w e  gi v e  u p  o ur  
i n h erit a n c e of  j o y f or s orr o w, p ai n,  fr ustr ati o n, a n g er  or  
h atr e d.

I m a gi n e a st e e p r o c k pl at e a u  s urr o u n d e d b y  a n  o c e a n.  
W a v es  of  f e ar, s orr o w, a n g er,  et c.  t o u c h o ur  li v es, b ut  t h e y 
n e e d  n ot  r ei g n o n  o ur  r o c k. J es us is o ur  r o c k o n  w hi c h  w e  

st a n d,  b ut  w e  ar e  r es p o nsi bl e f or w h at  sits  o n  t h at r o c k wit h  
us.  W h e n  fr ustr ati o n b e gi ns  t o cli m b u p  t h er e w c  m ust  
a c k n o wl e d g e it a n d ki c k  it off.  W c  m ust  n ot  e v e n  l et t h e 
li n g ers of  n e g ati v e  t h o u g hts or  f e eli n gs p ull  t h e ms el v es u p  
o nt o  o ur  p e d est als.  W h e n  w e  s e e  t h e m w e  m ust  s w e e p  t h e m 
ri g ht b a c k  o v er  t h e e d g e  wit h  t h e br o o m  of  j o y. Vis u ali zi n g  
t his h el ps  us  t o r e ali z e a n d  a c k n o wl e d g e  w h at  is h a p p e ni n g,  
a n d  t h at s o m et hi n g m ust  b e  d o n e.  S e ei n g  y o urs elf  d o  t his 
als o  h el ps  y o u  cl ai m  t h e vi ct or y  t h at is y o urs.

W e  ar e e ntitl e d l o j o y. W c  ar c gi v e n  j o y. It is o urs  l o 
p oss ess.  G o d  Hi ms elf  g a v e  it t o us.  T h e  j o y H e  gi v es  is

c a m e. I al e

o d  h as  gi v e n  us  His  s pirit as a  d e p osit  u ntil  w c  

r e a p l h e f ull e xt e nt  of  His  gr a c e  i n t h e ki n g d o m.  

T h er ef or e,  w c  h a v e  ki n g d o m  p o w er  i n o ur  li v es 

t o d a y. T h e  ki n g d o m  of  G o d  is a m ail er  of  ri g ht e o us n ess, 

p e a c e  a n d  j o y i n t h e h ol y  s pirit ( R o m a ns 1 4: 1 7- 1 8).

U p o n  Hi m  gi vi n g  us  His  s pirit, w e  r e c ei v e t h at w hi c h  is 
of His  s pirit: l o v e,j o y, p e a c e,  p ati e n c e,  ki n d n ess,  g o o d n ess,  
f ait hf ul n ess, g e ntl e n ess,  a n d s elf- c o ntr ol. W h e n  w e  p os 
s ess His  s pirit, w e  p oss ess  all t h es e q u aliti es  of  His  s pirit.  

T h es e  fr uils of  His  s pirit ar c  j ust t h at, of  His  s pirit. T h e y  ar e  
n ot  a  r es ult of  a n yt hi n g  w c  di d  or  c a n  d o.  T hr o u g h  f ait h w e  

r e c ei v e His  s pirit a n d t hr o u g h t h at s a m e f ait h w c  r e c ei v e 

t h es e bl essi n gs.
S o  t h e n, w h y  d o  s o m a n y  C hristi a ns,  t h os e p oss essi n g  

His  s pirit, l a c k o n e  or  m or e  of  t h es e q u aliti es  i n l h eir li v es ? 
G o d  h as  b e e n  l e a c hi n g m e  a b o ut  j o y, s o I will  f o c us o n  t h at. 
B ut  w h at  is tr u e of  j o y is tr u e of  all t h e fr uit list e d i n 

G al ati a ns  5: 2 2- 2 3.
W e  r e c ei v e a n d  w c  p oss ess  j o y 

s h o ul d n't l e a v e us. It is n't d c p e n d e nl

w c  n e e d n ot  gri e v e  

( N c h e mi a h 8: 1 0).  If w e  w a nt  t o b e  str o n g, w e  n e e d  t o h a v e  

j o y.

J es us d esir es  t h at w c  h a v e  j o y a n d  t h at o ur  li v es w o ul d  

b e  f ull a n d  c o m pl et e.  H e  t ells us  t h at w h e n  w e  f oll o w His  

c o m m a n ds  a n d  r e m ai n i n His  l o v e o ur  j o y is c o m pl et e.  H e  
s a ys t h at H e  e x pr ess es  His  l o v e f or us  s o t h at His  j o y c o ul d  

b e  i n us  —  s o t h at o ur  j o y w o ul d  b e  c o m pl et e  (J o h n 1 5: 9-  
1 1).  If J es us  is c o n c er n e d  t h at w c  w o ul d  h a v e  c o m pl et e  j o y, 
w e  o u g ht  t o b e  as  w ell.  H e  t ells us  t o as k  f or w h at  w c  l a c k 

a n d H e  will  gi v e  il, a n d o ur  j o y will  b e  c o m pl et e (J o h n 
1 6: 2 4).

As  I s e ar c h e d f or m or e  of  G o d 1  s u n d erst a n di n g  of  j o y i n 

t h e W or d  t hr e e i m p ort a nt t hi n gs w er e  r e v e al e d. W c  ar c  
gi v e n  j o y w h e n  H e  p uts  His  s pirit i n us,  b ut  w e  c a n h a v e  

m or e  of  it if w c  d esir e  —  as  w c  c a n  als o  h a v e  m or e  l o v e, 
p e a c e,  p ati e n c e,  ki n d n ess,  g o o d n ess,  f ait hf ul n ess, g e ntl e 
n ess  a n d s elf- c o ntr ol.

First  of  all,  o ur  j o y i n cr e as es as  w c  di g est  t h e W or d  of  
G o d.  As  J er e mi a h s ai d, “ W h e n  y o ur  w or ds  

t h e m; t h e y w er e  m yj o y  a n d  m y  h e art's  d cli g hi ... " ( 1 5: 1 6). 
G o d's  w or ds  ar c  j o y t o us.  W h y ?  B e c a us e  t h e y bri n g  us  His  

s al v ati o n, His  h e ali n g  a n d His  h o p e.  H e  s p e a ks l o us  a n d 
r e v e als Hi ms elf.  His  l o v e a n d  His  f ait hf ul n ess t o us  b y  His  
w or ds.  T h er ef or e,  t h e Bi bl e  is o n e  pl a c e  w e  fi n d j o y a n d 
t h er e it is m a d e  a v ail a bl e  t o us.

S e c o n dl y  a n d m ost  pr e d o mi n a ntl y i n S cri pt ur e,  j o y 

a b o u n ds  i n pr ais e  a n d  w ors hi p  of  G o d.  T hr o u g h o ut  l h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  w c  s e c t h e m a g nit u d e  of  w ors hi p  a n d  its i m p or
t a n c e n ot  o nl y  f or G o d,  b ul  f or l h e w ors hi p er  as w ell.  W c  
ar e n't  m er el y  t o w ors hi p  t o fi n d j o y, b ul  t o e x pr ess  o ur  j o y. 
" O n t h at d a y  t h e y off er e d  gr e at  s a crifi c es, r ej oi ci n g b e 
c a us e G o d  h a d  gi v e n t h e m gr e at  j o y. T h e  w o m e n  a n d

i n Y o ur  Lif e  T o d a y
b y  T r a c y  S a v a g e  

S t . P e t e r s b u r g , R u s si a
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If y o u  d esir e  str e n gt h  

or  j o g, g o  i nt o His  

d w elli n g  pl a c e.  T h er e  y o u  

will  b e  str e n gt h e n e d,  

r e vi v e d a n d  r est or e d.

o n e  c a n att ai n.
W h at  gr e at er  j o y is t h er e a b o v e  pr aisi n g

s a v e d ar e G o d's  j o y. T h e y  o u g ht  t o b e  
o urs  as  w ell.

If w e  w a nt  t o k e e p  j o y a n d  e x p eri e n c e  
it m or e  f ull y i n o ur  li v es d ail y,  w e  m ust  
n ot  all o w  n e g ati v e  t h o u g hts or  f e eli n gs 
pl a c e  i n o ur  mi n ds.  J o y m ust  r e m ai n o n  
t o p of  o ur  r o c k, e v e n  t h o u g h i n t h e w orl d  
t h er e ar e  str u g gl es, h e art a c h es  a n d  p ai n.  
W h at  h as  b e e n h el pi n g  m e  att ai n t his 
d o mi n ati o n  ofj o y  a n d  fi n d vi ct or y  i n t his 
s pirit u al b attl e is, as I s h ar e d e arli er,  
vis u ali zi n g  t h e pl at e a u  a n d m ys elf  d e 
f e n di n g it, n ot  all o wi n g  a n y t h o u g ht or  
f e eli n g t o i n v a d e or  o v er c o m e  m y  j o y. I 
s e e  m ys elf  s w e e pi n g  or  ki c ki n g  a n y  n e g a-  
ti v e t h o u g ht or  f e eli n g b a c k  o v er  t h e 
e d g e  it c a m e  fr o m. T h e n  at  t h e s a m e  ti m e 
I f o c us o n t h e L or d  a n d i m m e di at el y 
c o m e i nt o His  pr es e n c e  wit h  a s o n g of  
pr ais e.  Si n gi n g  " all el ui a, all el ui a  ... ”  is 
t h e q ui c k est  a n d  m ost  eff e cti v e  f or m e.  I 
k e e p  r e p e ati n g it a n d  gi vi n g  Hi m  pr ais e  
u ntil  Hisj o y  is vi ct ori o us  i n m y  h e art  a n d  
mi n d  o v er  w h at e v er  t h o u g ht or  p ers o n  or  
sit u ati o n i n v a d e d His  t errit or y. At  t his 
p oi nt,  r e c alli n g His  W or d  als o e n c o ur 
a g es  a n d  gi v es  str e n gt h. T his  als o  h el ps  
us  t o n ot  gi v e  t h e d e vil  a  f o ot h ol d i n o ur  
h e arts  or  mi n ds.  Vi ct or y  is o urs,  if w c  
cl ai m  it. O ur  j o y is r est or e d a n d  w e  h a v e  
all t h e m or e  r e as o n t o r ej oi c e a n d gi v e  
t h e m pr ais e.

“ M a y  l h e G o d  of  h o p e  fill y o u  wit h  all  
j o y a n d  p e a c e  as  y o u  tr ust Hi m,  s o t h at 
y o u  m a y  o v erfl o w  wit h  h o p e  b y  t h e p o w er  
of  t h e h ol y  s pirit " ( R o m a ns 1 5: 1 3) . 口

si n g pr ais es  t o o ur  Ki n g,  si n g pr ais es  
( Ps al m 4 7: 1,  5, 6). A g ai n  w e  
c o n n e cti o n  b et w e e n  pr ais e  a n d  j o y. T h e y  
ar e  r e ci pr o c al. W e  pr ais e  a n d ar e  fill e d 
wit h  j o y. A n d  w e  h a v e  j o y a n d  t h er ef or e 
w e  pr ais e.

T hir dl y,  l h e S cri pt ur es  r ei nf or c e d m y  
c o n vi cti o n  t h at s h ari n g t h e W or d  bri n gs  
o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  j o ys

c hil dr e n  als o  r ej oi c e d. T h e  s o u n d of  r e
j oi ci n g i n J er us al e m c o ul d b e  h e ar d  f ar 
a w a y ” ( N e h c mi a h 1 2: 4 3).  I n t his v ers e  
( a n d m a n y  i n t h e Ps al ms)  w c  s e e t h at 
pr ais e  a n d  w ors hi p  ar c  n ot  sil e nt, t a ki n g 
pl a c e  o nl y i n t h e h e art.  T h e y  ar c e x 
pr ess e d  o ut w ar dl y  a n d  wit h  o n e's  h e art,  
i ni n d, b o d y a n d all o n e's  mi g ht.  T h e  
p e o pl e's pr ais es w er e  h e ar d e v e n f ar 
a w a y.  W O W!  W h at  r ej oi ci n g! W h at  j o y! 
I n a n ot h er  e x a m pl e  of  pr ais e  N e h e mi a h  
r e c or ds t h at t h e Isr a elit es h a d  n ot  c el
e br at e d  li k e t his f or a  l o n g ti m e, a n d  t h eir 
j o y w as  v er y  gr e at  ( 8: 1 7). W e  m ust  r e- 
H e ci;  w h e n  w as  t h e I asi li m e o ur  j o y w as  
" v er y  gr e at " ?  W h e n  w as  t h e l ast ti m e w c  
「 c el e br ai e d " ?

G o d's  j o y is f o u n d i n His  pr es e n c e,  i n 
His  d w elli n g  pl a c e.  W h e n  w c  e nt er  t h e 
h ol y  of  h oli es  t h er e isj o y ( a n d all  t h e fr uit 
of  t h e s pirit). “ O  L or d,  s ur el y y o u  h a v e  
gr a nt e d  hi m  el er n al bl essi n gs  a n d m a d e  
hi m  gl a d  wit h  l h e j o y of  y o ur  pr es e n c e' *  
( Ps al m 2 1 : 6). " Y o u  h a v e  m a d e  k n o w n  l o 
m e  l h e p at h  of  lif e; y o u  will  fill m e  wit h  
j o y i n y o ur  pr es e n c e,  wit h  et er n al pl e a 
s ur es at  y o ur  ri g ht h a n d "  ( Ps al m 1 6: 1 1).  
" S pl e n d or a n d m aj est y  ar e  b ef or e  Hi m,  
str e n gt h a n d  j o y i n His  d w elli n g  pl a c e',  
( 1 C hr o ni cl es  1 6: 2 7). If y o u d esir e  
str e n gt h or  j o y, g o i nt o His  d w elli n g  
pl a c e.  T h er e  y o u  will  b e  str e n gt h e n e d, 
r e vi v e d a n d  r est or e d. " Cl a p y o ur  h a n ds  
all  y o u  n ati o ns;  s h o ut  t o G o d  wit h  cri es  of  
j o y. G o d  h as  as c e n d e d a mi d s h o uts of  
j o y, t h e L or d  a mi d  t h e s o u n di n g  of  tr u m
p ets.  Si n g  pr ais es  t o G o d,  si n g pr ais es;

G o d  a n d r e v e ali n g t h at G o d  a n d His  
M essi a h  t o ot h ers ?!  S h ari n g  t h e h o p e  of  
His  c o mi n g  ki n g d o m  gi v es  us  t h at i n e x
pr essi bl e  a n d gl ori o us  j o y. T hr o u g h o ut  
P a ul's  writi n gs  v v e  s e e t h at m u c h  of  his  
j o y li es i n his  c hil dr e n,  his  c o n v erts,  his  
br ot h ers  a n d sist ers. u F or  w h at  is o ur  
h o p e,  o ur  j o y, or  t h e cr o w n  i n w hi c h  w e  
gl or y  i n t h e pr es e n c e  of  o ur  L or d  J es us 
w h e n  H e  c o m es ?  Is it n ot  y o u ?  I n d e e d, 
y o u ar e o ur gl or y a n d j o y " ( 1 
T h ess al o ni a ns  2: 1 9- 2 0).  I n d e e d, p e o pl e
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m ys elf  fill e d wit h
t a bl e, as I s p e a k t o t h e m a n  w h o  w as  
r es p o nsi bl e f or t a ki n g t h e G os p el  t o t h e 
g e ntil e  p e o pl e  w h o  fill e d t h e w orl d.  W h at  
a n a w es o m e b ur d e n t o h a v e  
s h o ul d ers. T h es e  q u esti o ns  d o  n ot

o n y o ur  
c o v er

I s e e m ys elf  i n a  l o n g 

li n e t o s p e a k wit h  t h e 

a p ostl e  P a ul.
▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

his  is a  h y p ot h eti c al  c o n v ers a 
ti o n s et i n t h e f ut ur e. W h e n  i n 
t h e f ut ur e I a m  n ot  q uit e  s ur e, 

b ut  il is i n l h e f ut ur e. Aft er  t h e r et ur n of  
C hrist,  t h e h o p e  of  t his gr o u p  of  b eli e v 
ers, t h e mill e n ni al  ki n g d o m  will  b e  es
t a blis h e d u p o n  l h e e art h.  I n t h at ki n g d o m  
w c  will  b e  j oi n e d b y  t h e p o w erf ul  m e n  of  
G o d  fr o m t h e p ast.  T his  i n cl u d es t h e list 
of  h er o es  i n t h e el e v e nt h  c h a pt er  of  t h e 
b o o k  of  H e br e ws.  T h es e  p e o pl e  w 川  j oi n 
wit h  us  i n l h e ki n g d o m  a n d  w e  will  r ul e 
t o g et h er wit h  t h e m a n d  C hrist.

T h er e  is a n e x citi n g h o p e  t h at m a n y  
p e o pl e  ar c l o o ki n g f or w ar d l o i n l h e 
ki n g d o m.  T his  is t h e c h a n c e t o s p e a k  
wit h  t h e m e n  of  t h e p ast  —  t h os e w h o  
di e d  f or l h e c a us e,  a n d  ot h ers  w h o  si m pl y  
p oss ess e d  l h e f ait h J es us s p o k e of  t h at 
w as  a bl e  l o m o v e  m o u nt ai ns.  S o m e  p e o pl e  
m a y  w a nt  t o s p e a k t o A br a h a m,  s e ei n g 
t h at o ur  f ait h cl ai ms  hi m  as  f at h er. Ot h ers  
m a y  w ar n  l o as k  Elij a h  t h e pr o p h et  a b o ut  
t h e f e ar h e  m a y  h a v e  h a d  w h e n  h e  c o n
fr o nt e d l h e pr o p h ets  of  B a al.  Ot h ers  m a y  
w a nt  t o as k D a vi d  a b o ut his  c o nfr o nt a-  
li o n wit h  G oli at h.  Still  ot h ers  m a y  pr o b e  
t h e wis d o m  G o d  g a v e  t o S ol o m o n.

I s e c m ys elf  i n a l o n g li n e t o s p e a k 
wit h  t h e a p ostl e  P a ul.  T h er e  ar e  s e v er al  
q u esti o ns  t h at I w a nt  t o as k  hi m.  I c a n  s e e 

a w e at t h e b a n q u et

all of  m y  c o n c er ns b ut r o u n d o ut  l h e 
m aj or  iss u es.

T h e  first q u esti o n  I w o ul d  as k P a ul  
c o n c er ns  his  c o n v ersi o n  e x p eri e n c e  a n d  
t h e lif e st or y t h at h e  t ol d l o A gri p p a.  I 
w o ul d  li k e l o as k  hi m  t o r et ell l h e si or y. 
I r e all y w o ul d  li k e l o h e ar  il fr o m l h e 
m o ut h  of  t h e a p ostl e  hi ms elf.  T h e  m es 
s a g e t h at al m ost t ur n e d t h e ki n g  t o l h e 
w a ys  of  C hristi a nit y  m ust  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  
of  l h e m ost  p o w erf ul  m ess a g es  t h at w as  
e v er  pr e a c h e d.  T h at  is t h e first t hi n g t h at 
I w o ul d  li k e hi m  t o a d dr ess  at  t h e t a bl e.

Aft er  P a ul  h as  d es cri b e d  his  lif e i n l h e 
f ull est d et ail, I w o ul d  as k hi m of  l h e 
i nfl u e n c es t h at pl a y e d  a  vit al  r ol e i n his 1 
mi nistr y.  I c a n  j ust i m a gi n e P a ul  s a yi n g 
t h at l h e m ost  i m p ort a nt i nfl u e n c e o n  his  
mi nistr y  w as  his visi o n  of  t h e S o n  of  
G o d,  J es us C hrist.  I t hi n k t h at w c  w o ul d  
all h a v e  l h e s a m e r es p o ns e if J es us w er e  
l o p ers o n all y  visit  us.  T h e  ir o ni c t hi n g is 
t h at e a c h of  us  h as  b e e n  c all e d i o c arr y  
t h e g os p el m ess a g e  t o i h os e w h o  h a v e  
n ot  y cl  h e ar d.  T his  is a n a w es o m e r e
s p o nsi bilit y t h at w c  p oss ess  as t h e f ol
l o w ers of  C hrist.

P er h a ps  s o m e of  us  f or g et s o m e of  t h e 
l ess i m p ort a nt i n n u e n c es i n t h e lif e of  t h e 
a p ostl e.  I n m y  r es e ar c h, I f o u n d it i nt er
esti n g t h at o n e  of  l h e first t hi n gs c o m 
m e nt at ors  a d dr ess  is t h e u p bri n gi n g  P a ul  
( al t h al li m e S a ul)  h a d i n t h e cit y of  
T ars us.  T his  r ei nf or c es t h e i d e a t h at c hil 
dr e n  ar c  ( a n d n e e d  t o b e)  i nstr u ct e d i n l h e 
h o m e  m or e  t h a n t h e c h ur c h.  I n Pr o v er bs  
2 2: 6  it s a ys t h at if y o u  s h o w  s o m e o n e i h c
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If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  criti cis m,  h e  l e ar ns t o c o n d e m n.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  h ostilit y,  h e  l e ar ns t o fi g ht.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  f e ar, h e  l e ar ns t o b e  a p pr e h e nsi v e.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  pit y,  h e  t e a ms t o b e  s orr y f or hi ms elf.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h j e al o us y, h e  l e ar ns t o f e el g uilt y.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  e n c o ur a g e m e nt,  h e  l e ar ns t o b e  c o nfi d e nt.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  t ol er a n c e, h e  l e ar ns t o b e  p ati e nt.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  pr ais e,  h e  l e ar ns t o b e  a p pr e ci ati v e.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h a c c e pt a n c e, h e  l e ar ns t o l o v e.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  a p pr o v al,  h e  l e a nis t o li k e hi ms elf.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  f air n ess, h e  l e ar ns w h at  j usti c e is.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  h o n est y,  h e  l e a ms w h at  t nit h is.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  s e c urit y, h e  l e a ms t o h a v e  f ait h i n hi ms elf.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  r e c o g niti o n, h e  l e a ms t o h a v e  a  g o al.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  fri e n dli n ess, h e  l e a ms t h at t h e w orl d  is a  ni c e  pl a c e  i n w hi c h  t o li v e.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  r e v er e n c e, h e  l e a ms t o w ors hi p  G o d.
If a  c hil d  of  G o d  li v es wit h  w o n d er  a n d  l o v e, h e  l e a ms t o r es p o n d t o G o d's  will.
Ar e n't  w e  all  c hil dr e n  of  G o d ? Q

w a y  t h e y will  n ot  d e p art  fr o m it. T his  is 
als o  e m p h asi z e d i n t h e s e c o n d l a w t h at 
G o d  g a v e  l h e Isr a elit es t hr o u g h M os es.

I n T ars us  P a ul  h a d  a  l ot of  l u x uri es, as  
t h e cit y  its elf w as  o n e  of  l h e l ar g est of  t h e 
li m e. W hil e  t h er e P a ul  w as  m or e  t h a n 
li k el y i nstr u ct e d b y his m ot h er.  Fr o m  
w h at  w c  c a n fi g ur e s h e w as  of  J e wis h  
h erit a g e.  P a ul  w as  s o str o n g will e d  a n d  
z e al o us  f or t h e l a w b e c a us e  t h at is w h at  
l h e J e ws str ess e d i n l h eir c o m m u niti es.  
T h e y  t h o u g ht t h at t hr o u g h l h e l a w t h e y 
c o ul d r e a c h p erf e cii o n.  P a ul  l at er r e al
i z e d l h at n o  o n e  is s a v e d b y  si m pl y o b 
s er vi n g t h e l a w a n d  t h e c o m m a n d m e nts.

A n ot h er  c o ntri b uli n g  f a ct or i n 山 e  lif e 
of  l h e a p ostl e  w as  t h at h e  w as  b ot h  a  J e w 
a n d  a  R o m a n  citi z e n.  T his  m e a nt  t h al h e  
h a d c ert ai n i n h er e nt ri g hts a n d pri vi 
l e g es. O n  m or e  t h a n o n e  o c c asi o n  w c  s e e 
t h e r es ults of  t h al citi z e ns hi p. O n c e  h e  
w as  a b o ut  t o b e  s c o ur g e d, b ut  a  R o m a n  
s ol di er  dis c o v er e d  w h o  h e  w as  a n d  it w as  
c a n c ell e d. A n ot h er  o c c asi o n  s e e ms n ot  
t o h a v e  i n v ol v e d a p ers o n al  r e as o n, b ut  
ai d e d  t h e s pr e a di n g of  t h e g os p el.

t h e M essi a h  t o est a blis h  His  ki n g d o m  o n  
t h e e art h. P a ul  c a m e  t o u n d erst a n d  t h at 
J es us w as  l h e M essi a h.  T h at  is t h e c o n 
f essi o n of  f ait h w c  n e e d  t o l o o k f or fr o m 
o ur  fri e n ds a n d  l o v e d o n es.

T h e  tr u e u n d erst a n di n g  of  t his st at e
m e nt  c a m e w h e n  P a ul  s ai d t h al h e  h a d  
b e e n  cr u cifi e d wit h  C hrist.  I n t h e ti m e 
P a ul  s p e nt as  a  p ers e c ut or  of  t h e c h ur c h  
t his w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  a  c o ntr a di cti o n  of  
his  i nt er pr et ati o n of  t h e w or d  “ C hrist. "  
T h e  C hrist  w as  t o b e  fill e d wit h  all  p o w er  
a n d t o r ul e l h e ki n g d o ms  of  t h e w orl d.  
T his  bl e w  P a u Ts  mi n d.  O nl y  w h e n  h e  
k n e w  t h at t h e C hrist  first h a d  t o di e,  t o 
s a v e t h e p e o pl e  f or t h e ki n g d o m,  c o ul d  
h e  i d e ntif y wit h  t h e S a vi or.

P a ul  w as  a n d  is a n  e n c o ur a g e m e nt  f or 
t h e c h ur c h.  His  e x a m pl e  of  t h e a bilit y  t o 
c h a n g e  is w h at  w e  n e e d  t o n ot e.  Pr o b a bl y  
w e  h a v e  n ot  h a d  t h e e x p eri e n c es  h e  h a d,  
b ut  w e  ar e  all  c all e d  b y  t h e gr a c e  of  G o d  
t o lift o ur  cr oss es  a n d  s a y “ W c  ar e  cr u ci 
fi e d wit h  hi m.  I n o  l o n g er li v e b ut  C hrist  
li v es i n m e! " 口

T h e  s e c o n d e x a m pl e  w as  P a ul's  a p 
p e al  t o C a es ar.  P a ul  pr o b a bl y  w o ul d  h a v e  
g o n e  fr e e if h e  h a d  n ot  m a d e  t his a p p e al.  
H e  r e ali z e d t h e i m p ort a n c e of  s pr e a di n g 
t h e g o o d  n e ws  a b o ut  J es us. E v e nt u all y  
i his a p p e al  w o ul d  l e a d t o his  d e at h.  If all  
of  us  c o ul d h a v e  t h e c o n vi cti o n  of  t h e 
a p ostl e  P a ul  all  of  t h e p e o pl e  of  t h e w orl d  
w o ul d  k n o w  t h e g o o d  n e ws  of  J es us.

Aft er  as ki n g  l h at t h e m as h e d  p ot at o es  
b e  p ass e d  fr o m a cr oss  t h e t a bl e I w o ul d  
as k  l h e a p ostl e t o d es cri b e  t h e w a y  t h al 
h e  d e alt  wit h  his  "t h or n  i n t h e fl es h. " W c  
all  h a v e  s u c h t h o ms. T h e y  ar c  a  c o nst a nt  
r e mi n d er t o e a c h  of  us  t h at w c  ar e  b ut  t h e 
s er v a nts  t o t h e M ast er,  w h o  s h a p e d  us  f or 
His  us e.  P a ul  w o ul d  off er  t h e e x pl a n a 
ti o n l h at “ o nl y  t hr o u g h t h e w e a k n ess es  
t h al I h a v e  c a n I b e str o n g/ * T his  is 
pr o b a bl y  o n e  of  t h e t o u g h est r e ali z ati o ns 
t h at t h e a p ostl e  n e e d e d  t o m a k e  d uri n g  
his  mi nistr y.

I t hi n k t his w as  l o u g h b e c a us e  of  t h e 
tr ai ni n g P a ul  h a d  b ef or e  his  e n c o u nt er  
wit h  J es us. W c  d o  n ot u n d erst a n d  l h e 
h ar ds hi ps  t h at J e ws e n d ur e d,  o p pr ess e d  
b y  t h e R o m a ns.  T h e y  w er e  w aiti n g  f or
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w er e  

a

T h e  cl o u ds  ar e  cl e ari n g  . . . t h e s u n  

p e e ks  t hr o u g h.

O n e  Ni g ht
b y  M e r r y  P e t e r s o n

T h e  c o als  i n t h e fir es h a v e  di e d  

a n d  t h e l ast e m b ers  h a v e  

s h o n e t h eir li g ht. T h e  br e e z e  

bl o ws  g e ntl y  i n all t h e tr e es.
a  m a n  

s pl e n d or.

D ar k  cl o u ds  c o m p os e  t h e s k y w hil e 

t h e t h u n d er b e ats  o ut  a dr u m  

r oll of  a p p e ari n g.

I n t h e cl o u ds,  t h os e d ar k  bill o wi n g  

cl o u ds,  a  fi g ur e aris es.

T h e  fi g ur e of  a  m a n  r o b e d i n w hit e

T h e  air  fills its elf wit h  sil e nt 
s o u n ds, sli p pi n g s h a d o ws, a n d  

sil v er t hi n m o o n b e a ms.  T h e  

air  is c o ol  a n d  s w e et, all is 

p e a c ef ul  a n d  c al m.

A n  e ar  s h att eri n g cr a c k  of  t h u n d er, 

a  fl as h of  w hit e  li g ht ni n g 

w hi c h  b ur ns  wit h  h ol y  wr at h.

All  is p e a c ef ul,  O h,  s o p e a c ef ul.

T h e  w h ol e  wi d e  w orl d  i n a  st at e of  
p erf e ct  h ar m o ni o us  sl u m b er.

N ot hi n g  will  e v er  b e  t h e s a m e.

N o  o n e  will  e v er  b e  t h e s a m e.

T his  is o n e  v er y  s p e ci al, v er y  q ui et,  

v er y  still ni g ht  t h at n o  o n e  will  

e v er  f or g et.

N o  o n e  k n o ws,  or  e v e n  s us p e cts 

w h at  is a b o ut  t o c o m e.

A  st or m is br e wi n g.  A  st or m t h at 

h as  b e e n  br e wi n g  f or s u c h a  

ti m e as  t his.

A  m a g nifi c e nt  st or m, w h os e  p o w er  

a n d  w o n d er  gi v es  r e v er e n c e t o 
its h e a v e nl y  cr e at or.

All  ar o u n d  fi g ur es of  t h os e w h o  

w er e  o n c e  d e a d  ar e  risi n g.
E a c h  f a c e f or mi n g f a mili arit y, e a c h  

b o d y  b ei n g  r e cr e at e d i n 

t e n d er fl es h a n d  b o n e.  All  

e y es  l o o k u p o n  t h e fi g ur e i n 

w hit e.  E v er y  e y e  s hi ni n g wit h  

t h e gl or y  of  w h at  t h e y b e h ol d.

B a bi es  cr y  at t h e c o m m oti o n,  a n d  

a ni m als  cr y  o ut  t h eir aJ ar m.

T h e  r o c ks a n d  tr e es cr y  o ut  f or j o y 

at t h e c oi ni n g  of  t h e L or d.

T his  is t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  a  n e w  a g e.

T his  is t h e a g e  of  a  ki n g d o m  w h os e  

r ul er is t h e Ki n g  of  ki n gs  a n d  

t h e L or d  of  l or ds.

T h e  r est of  t h e w orl d  

b y  t h e li g ht a n d  j u bil a nt 

vi ct or y  s o u n ds.

T h e y  w o n d er  w h al  is h a p p e ni n g.

S o m e  wit h  f e ar a n d  tr e m bli n g, 

s o m e wit h  dis g ust,  a n d  s o m e 

wit h  a n g uis h.

S o m e  r us h t o t h eir wi n d o ws  a n d  

ot h ers  c o w er  u n d er  t h eir 

bl a n k ets.

Fr o m  his  e y es  b e a ms  t h e p ur est  

li g ht, a n d fr o m his  f a c e c o m es  

a  gl ori o us  gl o w

F e ar  a n d  a w e stri k e t h e h e art  wit h  

t h e visi o n  of  t his m a n.

H e  is d es c e n di n g  fr o m h e a v e n  

t o w ar ds e art h.

cr v G
Ki n g d o m

Littl e  c hil dr e n  li e asl e e p  i n t h eir 

b e ds.
M ot h ers,  f at h ers, sist ers, a n d  

br ot h ers,  ar e  

sl e e pi n g.

E v e n  t h e h o m el ess  o n  t h e str e ets  

h a v e  d o z e d  off  i nt o a  p e a c ef ul  

r est.

A  j u bil a nt, tri u m p h al tr u m p et 

s o u n ds li k e a  w a k e  u p  c all.

It is e n o u g h  t o w a k e  t h e d e a d.

M e n,  w o m e n,  c hil dr e n,  w h o  

s o p e a c ef ull y  sl e e pi n g  j ust 

s h ort ti m e b ef or e  ar e  n o w  

pr es e nt  i n t h e air  fl o ati n g t o 

m e et  t h e m a n  w h o  r ei g ns t h e 

s k y wit h  s pl e n d or.

T h e  s u n s hi n es b ut  its li g ht is 

n ot hi n g  c o m p ar e d  t o t h e li g ht 

t h at r a di a ntl y b e a ms  fr o m t h e 

s o n. His  bri g ht n ess  c h as es  all  

t h e f e ars o ut  of  i n n o c e nt e y es  

a n d  c h as es  all  s h a d o ws fr o m 

t h e s k y. I n t h e g at h eri n g  i n 

t h e s k y of  t h e r e d e e m e d t h er e 

is a n  i n c o m pr e h e nsi bl e p e a c e,  

ar e  ar o us e d
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h e  di visi o ns  l h at e xist a m o n g  

pr of essi n g  C hristi a ns  ar e  g e n 
er all y attri b ut e d t o d o ctri n al  

diff er e n c es.  J ust as si g nifi c a nt as  diff er 
e n c es  c o n c er ni n g  w h at  b eli e v ers  b eli e v e,  
h o w e v er,  ar e  diff er e n c es  c o n c er ni n g  h o w  

b eli e v ers  c o m e t o t h os e b eli efs. H o w  

b eli e v ers  c o m e  t o t h eir b eli efs  d o cs  n ot  

s o m u c h  di vi d e  b eli e v ers  i nt o m or e  l h a n 

o n e  gr o u p  as il di vi d es  f ait h its elf i nt o 

m or e  l h a n o n e  ki n d.  Al  l e ast t hr e e ki n ds  
of  f ait h c a n b e  i d e ntifi e d a n d d es cri b e d  

wit h  r ef er e n c e t o h o w  e a c h is a c q uir e d.

BI B L E  S T U R Y

T hir d  a n d  l ast is t h e f ait h t h at c o m es  b y  

p ers u asi o n.  P e o pl e  c o m e  t o t his ki n d  of  

f ait h b y  t h e us e  of  t h eir a bilit y  t o r e as o n.

P ers u asi o n  is t h e pr o c ess  of  s e e ki n g  t o 

u n d erst a n d ar g u m e nts a n d c o u nt er 

ar g u m e nts  f or t h e p ur p os e  of  arri vi n g  at  

t h e m ost  pr o b a bl e  b eli ef  r e g ar di n g a n y  

s u bj e ct of  i n q uir y. T h e  o bj e ct  of  p er 

s u asi o n, as  t h e t er m is us e d  h er e,  is o n e 

s elf. I n ot h er  w or ds,  t h e p ers u a d e d  b e 

li e v er s e e ks, first of  all,  t o p ers u a d e  h er 
s elf of  t h e tr ut h b y  c o nsi d eri n g  all r e a

s o n a bl e o pti o ns.  F or  p ers u asi o n  t o b e  
g e n ui n e,  t h e b eli e v er  m ust  b e  a n a cti v e  

p arti ci p a nt  i n r at h er t h a n m er el y  a p as 

si v e r e ci pi e nt of  t h e pr o c ess  of  p ers u a 

si o n. W h e n  o n e  w ei g hs  o p p osi n g  ar g u 
m e nts  a g ai nst  e a c h  ot h er  wit h  a vi e w  t o 

t h e s u p p orti n g e vi d e n c e  of  e a c h, s h e is, 

i n eff e ct,  p ers u a di n g  h ers elf  t h at o n e  is 

m or e  pr o b a bl y  tr u e t h a n t h e ot h er.  O nl y  
i n t his w a y  c a n  o n e  c o m e  t o a  p ers u a d e d  
f ait h.

T h e  a cti v e  c h ar a ct er  of  p ers u asi o n  dis 
ti n g uis h es it fr o m b ot h i n d o ctri n ati o n 
a n d m ystifi c ati o n.

I n d o ctri n ati o n, b y  c o ntr olli n g a c c ess  

t o i nf or m ati o n, f or c es p e o pl e  i nt o a  p as 

si v e m o d e  of b eli e vi n g;  t h e i n d o ctri n at e d 
b eli e v er  h as  n o  alt er n ati v e  b ut  t o b eli e v e  
w h at  h e  is t ol d b e c a us e  h e  is p er mitt e d  
a c c ess t o n o  ot h er  s o ur c es of  i nf or m a
ti o n. T h e  m e a ni n g  of C 4 o b e di e n c e  t o G o d''  
is d oi n g  w h at  h e  is t ol d b y  t h e i n d o ctri
n ati n g  r eli gi o us gr o u p.

Si mil arl y,  m ystifi c ati o n  f or c es p e o pl e  

i nt o a  p assi v e  m o d e  of  b eli e vi n g  b y  p or 

tr a yi n g G o d  as  t h e a cti v e  a g e nt,  t h e O n e  
w h o  i nt er v e n es t o bri n g  k n o wl e d g e  t o

First  is l h e f ait h t h at c o ni cs  b y  i n d o ctri- 
n ali o n.  P e o pl e  c o m e  t o t his ki n d  of  f ail h 

b y  b ei n g  r ais e d i n r eli gi o us h o m es,  w hi c h  

ar c oft e n g o v er n e d, i n t er ms of  t h eir 
b eli efs  a n d  b e h a vi or,  b y  r eli gi o us gr o u ps.

I n d o ctri n ati o n is t h e pr o c ess  of  a b 
s or bi n g b eli efs  t hr o u g h c o nst a nt r e p eti

ti o n, t o t h e e x cl usi o n  of  a  c o nsi d er ati o n  
of  alt er n ati v e  b eli efs.  Si n c e  c hil dr e n  ar c,  
g e n er all y,  n ot  a bl e  t o t hi n k i n d e p e n d e ntl y 

u ntil a d ol es c e n c e, p ar e nts wit h  str o n g  
b eli efs  of  t h eir o w n  c o n diti o n l h eir pr e-  
a d ol cs c c nt c hil dr e n t o b eli e v e  a n d b e 

h a v e  as t h e y d o.  Aft er  a c hil d r e a c h es 
a d ol es c e n c e a n d m o v es  i nt o a d ult h o o d,  
a n d  t h e r eli gi o us h o m e  gr a d u all y  l ess e ns 

i n ils i nfl u e n c e, t h e r eli gi o us gr o u p  c o n 
ti n u es a n d i nt e nsifi es t h e i n d o ctri n ati o n 

pr o c ess.
S e c o n d  is t h e f ail h t h at c o m es  b y  m ys 

tifi c ati o n. P e o pl e  c o m e t o t his ki n d  of  
f ait h b y  a r eli gi o us e x p eri e n c e of  o n e  

ki n d  or  a n ot h er.
M ystifi c ati o n  is l h e pr o c ess  of  e x p eri 

e n ci n g  a  s e ns e of  di vi n e  i nt er v e nti o n t h at 

c a n n ot b e  e x pl ai n e d i n r ati o n al t er ms.

T h e  t er m “ m ystifi c ati o n "  is a f or m of  

t h e w or d  " m ysti cis m, " w hi c h  d e n ot es  a  

dir e ct k n o wl e d g e  of  G o d,  a p art fr o m 

l h e us e  of  eit h er s e ns or y p er c e pti o n  or  

r ati o n al t h o u g ht. T h e  m ystifi e d  b eli e v er  

cl ai ms t o h a v e  a “ p ers o n al  r el ati o ns hi p 

wit h  G o d. "  T his  is n ot  a k n o wl e d g e  of  

G o d  t h at c o nsists  of  a n  u n d erst a n di n g  of  

G o d  as  H e  is r e v e al e d i n t h e t e a c hi n g of  

J es us C hrist;  it is, i nst e a d, a  ki n d  of  e xtr a 

s e ns or y p er c e pti o n  of  G o d  t h at b e gi ns  at  
t h e p oi nt  of  a “ c o n v ersi o n "  e x p eri e n c e.  

B ef or e  o n e's  c o n v ersi o n, h e  m a y  h a v e  
k n o w n  a gr e at  d e al  " a b o ut " G o d;  n o w,  

h o w e v er, h e  “ k n o ws  G o d  p ers o n all y.,,  
W h e n  as k e d f or a n e x pl a n ati o n of  t his 

" p ers o n al r el ati o ns hi p wit h  G o d, "  t h e 

m ystifi e d  b eli e v er  is li k el y t o s a y t h at it's 

a m att er  of  “ f ail h,” i n t h e s e ns e of  a  

" R e eli n g, "  a  "r e alil y,''  or  a n  " e x p eri e n c e "  

t h at h e  c a n't  p ut  i nt o w or ds  i n t h e s e ns e 

of  r ati o n al e x pl a n ati o n.
M ystifi c ati o n  wit h o ut  s o m e d e gr e e  of  

i n d o ctri n ati o n g e n er all y pr o d u c es a n 
e nt h usi asti c f ait h t h at l a c ks dis ci pli n e.  
I n d o ctri n ati o n is oft e n  e m pl o y e d  i n m ys 
tif yi n g r eli gi o us gr o u ps  i n or d er  t o c h a n 

n el  r eli gi o us e nt h usi as m  i nt o c h ur c h  w or k  
as w ell  as t o k e e p  r eli gi o us e x p eri e n c e  

fr o m b e c o mi n g  s o p ers o n al  t h at it i n hi b
its i d e ntifi c ati o n wit h  t h e gr o u p.

B y  c o m p aris o n, i n d o ctri n ati o n wit h 

o ut  s o m e d e gr e e  of  m ystifi c ati o n  g e n er 
all y  pr o d u c es  a  l e g alisti c f ait h t h at is v oi d  
of  p assi o n.  M ysti c al  i nt er v e nti o ns of  G o d  
i n t h e f or m of  r eli gi o us c o nf er e n c es  a n d  
r e vi v als bri n g  e m oti o n al r eli ef a n d r e

n e w al  t o i n d o ctri n at e d b eli e v ers,  s o m e 

of  w h o m  als o  r el y o n  a  “ p ers o n al  r el ati o n
s hi p wit h  G o d "  t o gi v e  t h e m a  s e ns e of  

i n di vi d u alit y t o offs et  m a n d at or y  c o n 

f or mit y l o gr o u p  st a n d ar ds.
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T h e  firsl- c e nt ur y J e ws of  B er o e a  w er e  

e x a m pl es  of  p ers u a d e d  b eli e v ers  i n t h at 
"t h e y r e c ei v e d t h e w or d  wit h  all e a g er 
n ess.  e x a mi ni n g  t h e S cri pt ur es  d ail y  t o 
s e c if t h es e t hi n gs w er e  s o. " E vi d e ntl y,  
P a ul  di d  n ot  e x p e ct  t h e m t o b eli e v e  his  
pr es e nl aii o n  of  t h e C hristi a n  m ess a g e  
wit h o ut  q u esti o n  b e c a us e  of  his  d o ctri n al  
a ut h orit y,  n or  di d  h e  e x p e ct  t h e m t o s u d 

d e nl y  b eli e v e  b e c a us e  of  a m ysti c al  i n
t er v e nti o n i nt o t h eir li v es. (Il w as  t h e 

m ess a g e  its elf t h at h a d i nt er v e n e d i n 
l h eir li v es, t hr o u g h t h eir ass o ci ati o n  wit h  
P a ul.)  R at h er,  t h e y ar e c all e d " n o bl e "

l h e m ystifi e d  b eli e v er.  T h e  m ost  c o m 

m o n  e x pr essi o n  of  t h e m ystifi e d  r es p o ns e 

t o G o d  is t h e a ct of  "s u r r e n d e r, "  t h e 

p assi v e  < 4 l etli n g g o "  of  o n e's  "s el 「 ‘ i n t h e 
b eli ef  t h at G o d  will  “ l a k e c o nt r o F * of  

o n e's  lif e. W h et h er  G o d  or  l h e m ystif y 

i n g r eli gi o us gr o u p  t h e n t a k es c o ntr ol  is 
a n ot h er  q u esti o n.

P ers u asi o n,  b y  c o m p aris o n,  c a n o nl y  

pr o d u c e b e h a vi or  i m p ell e d b y b eli efs  

t h at h a v e  b e e n  a cti v el y pr o c ess e d  a n d 
i nt er n ali z e d. T h e  pr o c ess  of  c o mi n g  t o 
p ers u a d e d  b eli efs  is b est  d es cri b e d  b y  

l h e bi bli c al  w or d  "s e e k " ( "s e e k first his  

ki n g d o m ” ； "s e e k a n d y o u will  fi n d” ；  

"s e e k  t h e t hi n gs a b o v e * *;  " b eli e v e  t h at h e  

e xists a n d t h at h e  r e w ar ds t h os e w h o  
s e e k hi m "),  r e pr es e nti n g l h e bi bli c al  a c-  

li vil y of  q u esti o ni n g,  c o m p ari n g,  a n d  dis 
c er ni n g.  T his  ki n d  of  s e e ki n g l e a ds t o a  
k n o wl e d g e  b est  d es cri b e d  as a n u n d er 
st a n di n g t h at c a n b e  a c k n o wl e d g e d,  or  
p ul i nt o w or ds,  b y t h e p ers u a d e d b e 
li e v er.

b e c a us e  n ot  o nl y  w er e  t h e y r e c e pti v e t o 

P a ul's  m ess a g e,  b ut  t h e y als o  q u esti o n e d  

it, c o m p ari n g it wit h  t h e writt e n  t esti

m o n y  of  t h e pr o p h ets  a n d dis c er ni n g  it 

f or its tr ut h v al u e.

Si mil arl y,  P a ul  " di al o g u e d  wit h "  

( di al e g o m ai) l h e b eli e v ers  i n Tr o as,  a  

“ dis c o urs e ” (l o g os) t h at l ast e d " u ntil  

mi d ni g ht, "  m a ki n g  it li k el y t h at P a ul  w as  

as k e d  m a n y  q u esti o ns  a n d  w as  o bli g e d  t o 

gi v e  c o nsi d er a bl e e x pl a n ati o n.
I nst a n c es i n w hi c h  f or ms of  t h e Gr e e k  

w or d  f or " p ers u a d e'' ( p eit h o), oft e n  
c o u pl e d wit h  f or ms of  " di al o g u e''  

( di al e g o m ai), ar c  us e d  wit h  r ef er e n c e t o 

t h e pr es e nt ati o n  of  t h e C hristi a n  m es 

s a g e t o u n b eli e v ers  i n cl u d e: p ers u asi o n  

i n Pisi di a n  A nti o c h,  w h er e,  aft er  P a u Ps  

p u bli c  pr o cl a m ati o n  i n t h e s y n a g o g u e, 

" m a n y J e ws a n d d e v o ut c o n v erts t o 
J u d ais m f oll o w e d P a ul  a n d B ar n a b as,  
w h o  s p o k e l o t h e m a n d  p ers u a d e d  t h e m 
t o c o nti n u e i n l h e gr a c e  of  G o d ";  

p ers u asi o n  i n T h css al o ni c a,  w h er e  P a ul  
e nt er e d t h e s y n a g o g u e a n d " di al o g u e d  

wit h  t h e m fr o m l h e S cri pt ur es  ... A n d  
s o m e of  t h e m w er e  p ers u a d e d ";  p ers u a 

si o n i n C ori nt h,  w h er e  P a ul  " di al o g u e d  

i n t h e s y n a g o g u e e v er y s a b b at h, a n d 
p ers u a d e d  J e ws a n d Gr e e ks' *  a n d w as  
a c c us e d b y  t h e J e wis h l e a d ers of  " p cr ・  

s u a di n g p e o pl e  t o w ors hi p  G o d  c o ntr ar y  
l o t h e L a w ";  p ers u asi o n i n E p h es us,  
w h er e  P a ul  '' e nt er e d t h e s y n a g o g u e a n d  
f or t hr e e m o nt hs  s p o k e b ol dl y,  di al o g u 

i n g a n d  p ers u a di n g  a b o ut  t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d ";  a n d,  fi n all y, p ers u asi o n  i n R o m e,  

w h er e  P a ul  w as  "fr o m m or ni n g  t o 
e v e ni n g, t estif yi n g t o t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d  a n d  tr yi n g t o p ers u a d e  t h e m a b o ut  
J es us b ot h  fr o m t h e L a w  of  M os es  a n d

T h e  diff er e n c e  b et w e e n p ers u asi o n,  
o n  t h e o n e  h a n d,  a n d i n d o ciri n ali o n a n d  

m ystifi c ati o n,  o n  t h e ot h er,  is t h at p er 

s u asi o n al w a ys i n v ol v es t h e fr e e d o m t o 
c h o os e  b et w e e n  alt er n ati v e  p ossi biliti es;  
t h e p ossi bilit y  of  b ei n g  wr o n g  is al w a ys  

pr es e nt,  a n d  a  p ers u a d e d  f ait h is al w a ys  
o p e n t o r e visi n g its b eli efs i n t h e 
li g ht of  n e w d at a. I n c o ntr ast, b ot h

fr o m l h e Pr o p h ets. M  T h es e  i nst a n c es of  

p ers u asi o n o c c urr e d i n l h e c o nt e xt of  
e xt e n d e d  di al o g u e,  c o nsisti n g  of  r ati o n al 

ar g u m e nts  a n d  c o u nt er ar g u m c nls  r e g ar d

i n g c o nfli cti n g i nl er pr ct ati o ns of  t h e 

S cri pt ur es.  ( All q u ot ati o ns  i n t h e pr e vi 

o us  t hr e e p ar a gr a p hs  ar c  fr o m A cts  of  t h e 

A p ostl es.)

P ers u asi o n  is n ot  a n  a ul oi n ati c  r es p o ns e 

l o t h e C hristi a n  m ess a g e  or  a n i n v ol u n

t ar y s u b missi o n t o di vi n e  i nt er v e nti o n; 
o n  l h e c o ntr ar y, as i n di c at e d b y  J es us' 

j u d g m e nt o n  t h e J e wis h r eli gi o us est a b 

lis h m e nt of  J er us al e m: °If t h e y d o  n ot  
h e ar  M os es  a n d  t h e pr o p h ets,  n eit h er  will  

t h e y b e  p ers u a d e d  if s o m e o n e  s h o ul d ris e 

fr o m t h e d e a d. "  T h e  mir a c ul o us  si g ns 

p erf or m e d  b y  J es us a n d, l al cr, b y t h e 

a p ostl es w er e  n ot  di vi n e  i nt er v e nti o ns 

t h at c o m p ell e d p e o pl e  t o b eli e v e. I n
st e a d, t h e y s er v e d as  e vi d e n c e  l o s u p p ort 

t h e p ers u a d e d  f ait h of  t h os e w h o,  li k e t h e 
B er c a ns,  "r e c ei v e d l h e w or d  wil h  all  
e a g er n ess''; a n o p e n mi n d  h as al w a ys  

b e e n  a  pr er e q uisit e  l o a  p ers u a d e d  f ait h, 
w hil e  a cl os e d mi n d,  li k e t h os e of  l h e 

m aj orit y  of  t h e J e wis h l e a d ers, c o ul d  

n ot b e o p e n e d  e v e n b y mir a cl es  a n d  
w o n d ers.

vs.  C ert ai nt y
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S u g g esti o ns  f or P ar e nti n g  
b y  R e x  C ai n

W hil e  p ers u asi o n  d o es  n ot  pr o vi d e  t h e 

p ers u a d e d  b eli e v er  wit h  c ert ai nt y  a b o ut  

t h e tr ut h of  his  b eli efs,  it is c o m p ati bl e  
wit h  u t h c ass ur a n c e  of  f ait h " wit h  w hi c h  

h e  w ors hi ps  a n d  s er v es  G o d  as  h e  li v es i n 
t h e fl es h. I n c o ntr ast  t o c ert ai nt y a b o ut  

v ari o us  d o ctri n al  b eli efs  or  m ysti c al  e x 

p eri e n c es,  p ers u asi o n gr a nts o nl y t h e 

ass ur a n c e  t h at G o d  will  n ot  c o u nt  o n e's  

si ns a g ai nst  hi m  o n  t h e d a y  of  j u d g m e nt. 

B ei n g  f or gi v e n, t h e ass ur a n c e  of  w hi c h  

all o ws o n e  t o l o o k b e y o n d  t h e d a y  of  

j u d g m e nt t o lif e i n t h e ki n g d o m  of  t h e 
a g e  t o c o m e,  is, aft er  all,  m or e  i m p ort a nt 
t h a n b ei n g  ri g ht.

i n d o ctri n ati o n a n d m ystifi c ati o n  i nsist 

t h at t h e k n o wl e d g e  t h at t h e y i m p art ar c  

m att ers  of  a bs ol ut e  c ert ai nt y.  T o  b eli e v e  
wit h  a n y  d e gr e e  o 「 u n c ert ai nt y  w o ul d  b e  

a  si g n of  w e a k n ess  a n d  u n b eli ef.
T h e  p ers u a d e d  b eli e v er,  h o w e v er,  c a n  

b e  a n a g n osli c (fr o m t h e Gr e e k  g n osis,  

m e a ni n g  " k n o wl e d g e, " a n d " a, " m e a n 

i n g " wit h o ut'') a b o ut  m a n y  iss u es a n d  is 

s u bj e ct t o v ar yi n g  d e gr e es  of  u n c ert ai nt y  

a b o ut  ot h ers.  T h e  m ost  t h at s h e  c a n  cl ai m  

a b o ut a n y b eli ef  r e g ar di n g G o d  a n d his  
ki n g d o m  is a  r e as o n a bl e pr o b a bilit y  b as e d  

o n  t h e n e c ess aril y  li mit e d d at a  s h e h as  at  

a n y  gi v e n  li m e. T h e  Bi bl e,  aft er  all.  m ust  

b e  i nt er pr et e d b y  f alli bl e h u m a ns,  w h o  
m ust  us e  t h eir r ati o n al p o w ers  t o u n d er 
st a n d its l eslii n o n y.

s h o ul d b e  m e a ni n gf ul  a n d  e nf or c e m e nt  
r e as o n a bl e —  a n d c o nsist e nt ( G e n. 
1 8: 1 9; 1 S a m.  3: 1 2- 1 4).

• F or  b a d  b e h a vi or  us e  r e as o n a bl e p u n 
is h m e nt n ot  gi v e n  i n a n g er  b ut  i n l o v e 
( Pr o v. 3: 1 1, 1 2; 1 3: 2 4; 1 9: 1 8;  2 2: 1 5;  
2 3: 1 4.  1 5;  2 9: 1 5,  1 7;  H e b.  1 2: 9- 1 1).

• F or  g o o d  b e h a vi or  b e  s ur e t o c o m m e n d  
a n d  pr ais e  —  “ p osili v c  r ei nf or c e m e nt/' 
T his  is as  m u c h  a  p ari  of  dis ci pli n e  as  is 
p u nis h m e nt,  " D o  n ot  pr o v o k e  y o ur  c hil 
dr e n  t o a n g er "  ( E p h. 6: 4).

• S et  y o ur  c hil dr e n a g o o d  e x a m pl e. I 
t hi n k it's tr u e t h at w h at  w c  d o  s p e a ks  
l o u d er l h a n w h at  w c  s a y ( 1 Ti m.  4: 1 2).

• Tr e at  y o ur  c hil dr e n  as  i n di vi d u als, v al 
u e d  a n d  l o v e d i n t h eir o w n  ri g ht. H el p  
t h e m d e v el o p  f e eli n gs of  s elf- w ort h  a n d  
a g o o d s elf-i m a g e a n d ( o k n o w  a n d  
r e ali z e a  s e ns e of  a c hi e v e m e nt.  D o  n ot 
d e pr e ci at e  t h e m. D o n't  e x p e ct  t h e m t o 
b e h a v e  a n d  r e as o n as  a d ults  ( E p h. 6: 4).

C o n v ers el y,  t h e f ait hs t h at c o m e b y  

i n d o ctri n ati o n a n d  m ystifi c ati o n  t y pi c all y 

cl ai m a c ert ai nt y t h at w o ul d  o nl y b e  

p ossi bl e  f or pr o p h ets  a n d  a p ostl es,  w hi c h  

is t o s a y, t h os e w h o  w er e  i ns pir e d b y  t h e 
br e at h  of  G o d  a n d,  t h er ef or e, c o ul d  s p e a k  

wit h  t h e a ul h orit y  of  G o d.  I n d e e d, i n d o c

tri n ati n g a n d m ystif yi n g  r eli gi o us l e a d
ers oft e n  cl ai m pr o p h eti c  a n d a p ost oli c  

a ut h orit y b e c a us e  wit h o ut  s u c h cl ai ms  

t h e y c o ul d  n ot  i nstill i n t h e mi n ds  of  t h eir 

f oll o w ers t h e n e c ess ar y s e ns e of  c er 

t ai nt y t h at t h e y w er e  ri g ht. A  p ers u a d e d  

b eli e v er,  i n c o ntr ast,  c a n  a d mit  t o u n c er 

t ai nti es a n d  d o u bts,  al o n g  wit h  t h e m a n  
w h o  cri e d  o ut  t o J es us: "I b eli e v e;  h el p  
m y  u n b eli ef.''

" T n  d es cri bi n g  t h e l ast d a ys.  S cri pt ur e  
« sl at es t h at " c hil dr e n s h all b e  dis-  

J L o b e di e nt  t o p ar e nts ,, ( 2 Ti m.  3: 2 / 

R o m.  1: 3 0).  T his  is n ot  t o s a y w e  d o n'l  
h a v e  m a n y  w o n d erf ul  c hil dr e n o b e yi n g  
t h eir p ar e nts  a n d d oi n g  G o d's  will.  B ut  

t h er e s e e ms t o b e  a  tr e n d, d u e  t o a  gr o w 
i n g p o p ul ati o n  of  al c o h oli c a n d dr u g  
usi n g  p ar e nts  —  a n d  p ar e nts  li vi n g wit h 
o ut  G o d  —  t h at is r aisi n g a  g e n er ati o n  of  
r estl ess a n d  u ns ettl e d  c hil dr e n.

T h e  S cri pt ur es  pr o vi d e  s o m e  s e nsi bl e, 

w or k a bl e  g ui d eli n es  f or p ar e nti n g.  C o n 

si d er s o m e of  t h e f oll o wi n g.
• T e a c h  a n d  pr a cti c e  m or al  v al u es  b as e d  

o n  T h e  W or d,  i. c., " bri n g  t h e m u p  i n t h e 
n urt ur e  a n d a d m o niti o n of  t h e L or d',  
( E p h. 6: 4;  2  Ti m.  3: 1 5- 1 7).

• S et  cl e ar c o nsist e nt g ui d eli n es  (li mits 
a n d  fr e e d o ms) f or b e h a vi or  a n d  sti c k t o 
t h e m. T h e y  n e e d  t o k n o w  w h er e  t h e y 
st a n d wit h  p ar e nts  a n d  wit h  G o d.  R ul es

• Gi v e  y o ur c hil dr e n  y o ur  ti m e, n ot  t hi n gs. 
L et  t h e m e nj o y t h eir c hil d h o o d a n d 
f a mil y. D o n't  p us h  t h e m i nt o a d ult  b e 
h a vi or  b ef or e  t h e y ar e  r e a d y. List e n  t o 
w h at  t h e y s a y a n d  r es p o n d as  s eri o usl y 
as  y o u  w o ul d  t o a n  a d ult.  C o m m u ni c a 
ti o n i n v ol v es b ot h  list e ni n g a n d  s p e a k 
i n g — d o n't  o v erl o o k  n o n- v er b al  c o m 
m u ni c ati o ns  ( Pr o v. 1 8: 1 3).

• I n all  t hi n gs l o v e y o ur  c hil dr e n.  T his  is 
s h o w n b y y o u i n p ati e n c e,  ki n d n ess,  
g e n er osit y,  h u milit y,  c o urt es y, u ns elf 
is h n ess, g o o d  t e m p er, h o n est y,  si n c er
it y a n d  f or gi v e n ess. Pr a cti c e  t h e G ol d e n  
R ul e  —  tr e at t h e m li k e y o u  w o ul d  li k e 
t o b e  tr e at e d! ( 1 C or.  1 3: 4- 7;  E p h.  4: 1 5,  
2 9- 3 2).
T h es e  w or ds  ( G o d's)t e a c h dili g e ntl y  

t o y o ur  c hil dr e n,  a n d  y o u  s h all  t al k of  t h e m 
w h e n  y o u  sit i n y o ur  h o us e,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  

w al k  b y  t h e w a y.  a n d  w h e n  y o u  li e d o w n,  
a n d  w h e n  y o u  ris e * * ( D e ut. 6: 4- 9).

All  t h e ti m e/ Cl



A  R es p o ns e:  O n  C a pit al  P u nis h m e nt
b y  A r t h u r  F l e t c h e r
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y e ar s  b ef or e  o n e  i s fr e e d fr o m pri s o n  b ut  

n ot  li k el y f r o m vi ol e n c e.  I n r e alit y  J h cr c  i s

t o t h e E dit or

is " p oi mt e d ：
s a ys t h e L or d.

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲

a  str o n g  e a s e  a g ai n st  c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt  

— t h at w hi c h  i s i nfli ct e d o n  “h er eti c s"  b y

r eli gi o u s f or c e s. T hr o u g h o ut  hi st or y  m a n y  

i n n o c e nt p e o pl e  w h o  b eli e v e  i n t h e o n e  

tr u e G o d,  Y H W H,  h a v e  b e e n  t h e vi cti m s  

of  u n g o dl y  c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt.  P a cifi st s  

a n d  bi bli c al  U nit ari a n s  s u c h  a s  t h e P oli s h  

Br et hr e n  s h o ul d  cr y  o ut  a g ai n st  c a pit al  

p u ni s h m e nt,  b ut  t h at i s a n  a b u s e  of  c a pit al  

p u ni s h m e nt.

I n bi bli c al  ti m e s, bl a s p h e m y,  a s  w ell  a s  

a d ult er y  a n d  di s o b e di e n c e  t o p ar-

" Li v e b xj  t h e s w or d —  

di e  b y  t h e s w or d. "  

Wit h o ut  it o ur  l a n d

T T  r e a d M ar k  M atti s o n' s  arti cl e  o n  

| c a pit al p u ni s h m e nt  [*4 C hri st  a n d  

J L  C a pit al  P u ni s h m e nt, ” A pril,  M a y,  

1 9 9 6]  a s s u mi n g  I w a s  i n v ol v e d wit h  t h e 

li b cr a K s h a n d b o o k  b a s e d  o n  h u m a ni sti c  

r ati o n ali z ati o n s, n ot  o n  s cri pt ur al  c o n 

c e pt s.  E a c h  q u e sti o n  h e  di s c u s s e s  i s n ot  

r el e v a nt t o t h e q u e sti o n  h e  p o s e s,  T s  

c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt  m or al ?"  I b eli e v e  w h al  

M ar k  p o s e s  i s a ct u all y  t w o q u e sti o n s  —  

p er s o n al  b e h a vi or  a n d  t h e r e s p o n si bilit y 

of  a  j u st n ali o n.  Di d  G o d  f or bi d t h e i n di

vi d u al  fr o m t a ki n g h u m a n  lif e b e c a u s e  of  

d et err e n c e,  r a ci s m, r e s o ur c e s, a n d  f or

gi v e n e s s ?  Or  w a s  it b e c a u s e  H e  cr e at e d  u s  

all  e q u al,  w e  ar c  t h e t e m pl e i n w hi c h  Hi s  

S pirit  d w ell s,  a n d  H e  al o n e  i s t h e d et er 

mi n er  of  lif e a n d  d e at h ?  S o  m u c h  f or 

st u di e s:  if o n e  i s kill e d  f or t h e a ct  of  fir st 

d e gr e e  m ur d er,  it s e e m s,  h e  will  n ot  kill  

a g ai n.  R a ci s m  i s al w a y s  t h e cr y  of  t h e tr u e 

r a ci st. T h e  c o n stit uti o n  c all s  f or q ui c k  

j u sti c e, n ot  y e ar s  a n d  y e ar s  of  a p p e al s.  A s  

f or t h e vi cti m,  it i s a  littl e l at e t o f or gi v e. 

A c c or di n g  t o M ar k  c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt  

e xi st s  f or t h e b e n efit  of  s o ci et y  ( all e g

e dl y).  H o w e v er,  i n r e alit y it e xi st s  l o 

f ulfill G o d' s  m a xi m  of  a  lif e f or a  lif e a n d  

i s s o ci et y' s  w a y  of  a cti n g  a s  t h e a d v o c at e  

o n  b e h alf  of  t h e vi cti m  

_  w h o  c a n n ot

s e e k

j u sti c e. T h e  o n e  w h o  i nfli ct s c a pit al  p u n 

i s h m e nt o n  a n ot h er  r c ali sli c all y s h o ul d  b e  

tri e d b y  l h e s a m e  st a n d ar d.  " Li v e b y  l h e 

s w or d  —  di e  b y  t h e s w or d/' Wit h o ut  it o ur 

l a n d i s “p oll ul c d, ” s a y s  t h e L or d.

A ct u all y  lif e i m pri s o n m e nt i s n't ( u s u

all y)  —  m or e  li k el y it' s t e n l o t w e nt y

c nl s,  w a s  p u ni s h a bl e  b y  d e at h  b ut  i n r e al

it y t hi s w a s  s el d o m  c arri e d  o ut.  T h u s  l h e 

M e s si a h' s  c h ar g e  n ot  t o r e p a y e vil  f or e vil 

i s r el e v a nt t o t h e i n di vi d u al w h o  b eli e v e s  

G o d  will  r e p a y i n v e n g e a n c e,  b ut  n oti o  l h e 

sl at e  w hi c h  a ct s  i n l h e pl a c e  of  G o d.  I' m 

s ur e  w e  ar e  all  a w ar e  t h at i n G o d' s  c o m 

m o n w e alt h  it w a s  t h e r e s p o n si bilit y of  t h e 

f a mil y l o a v e n g e  l h e d e at h  of  o n e  of  it s 

m e m b er s  —  t h u s t h e citi e s  of  r ef u g e l o 

a v oi d  mi s c arri a g e s  of  j u sti c e b ef or e  d e 

gr e e  of  g uilt  w a s  e st a bli s h e d.  P a ul  w a s  n ot  

a  m ur d er er  b ut  a n  a c c e s s or y  l o St e p h e n' s  

d e at h  b y  t h o s e w h o  f elt h e  w a s  bl a s p h e m 

i n g. A s  f or vi siti n g  pri s o n er s,  I d ar e  s a y  

t h e y w er e  n ot  i n pri s o n  f or m ur d er  b ut  

m o st  li k el y b e c a u s e  of  p er s e c uti o n  or d c bl.

O n e  m aj or c a s c  a g ai n sl c a pit al  p u ni s h 

m e nt  i s t h at it i s p o s si bl e  t o e x e c ut e  a n  

i n n o c e nt p er s o n,  or  a  s ui ci d al  p er s o n  w h o  

w a nt s  t o di e  a n d  m ur d er s  t o a c c o m pli s h  

t h at wi s h;  t h u s il i s n ot  p erf e ct  a n d  c a n  b e  

a b u s e d.  T h e  s a m e  li b er al s w h o  cr y  o ut  a n d  

c arr y  si g n s a g ai n st  c a pit al p u ni s h m e nt  

r e m ai n sil e nt  w hil e  i n n o c e nt f et u s e s ar c  

e x e c ut e d  b y  c a pit al p u ni s h m e nt  al  l h e 

w hi m  of  o n e  w h o  i s it s fl e s h a n d  bl o o d.  I s 

t h at m or al ?

M ar k  a s k s  w h et h er  c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt  

b y  t h e st at e,  f or fir st d e gr e e  m ur d er,  i s 

m or al.  W e  a n s w er  wit h  a  q u e sti o n:  I s 

G o d,  t h e a ut h or  of  c a pit al  p u ni s h m e nt  f or 

a  j u st st at e,  m or al ?  H e  i s t h e a ut h or  of  

m or al  l a w.
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b y  M a r k  M a t ti s o n

C hrist  di e d  f or us w hil e

I a bs ol v e d of

e dl y a ut o m ati c c orr e cti o n

J. Arl e n  M ars h
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M y  d e ar  J eff:
It r e q uir e d n o  m or e  t h a n f o ur w e e ks  t o 

w or k  u p  e n o u g h  e n er g y  —  n ot  e ntli usi as m,  
b ui  e n er g y  —  t o writ e  y o u  a b o ut  t h e A pril/  
M a y  iss u e of  T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d.  At  
m y  a g e,  a n d wit h  m y  d e gr e e  of  p ut-it- off-  
u ntil-i o m orr o w-t o m orr o w-t o m orr o w  
attit u d e,  all t his s p e a ks w ell  f or t h e iss u e.

S eri o usl y,  I c o nsi d er e d  it o n e  of  t h e b est  
I h a v e  s e e n i n a  l o n g li m e. As  a  o n e-ti m e  
assist a nt  e dit or  o n  T h e  H er al d  a n d  e dit or-  
i n- c hi ef of  a  br a c e  of  r e as o n a bl y i m p ort a nt 
pr of essi o n al  m a g a zi n es,  1  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  
i o s e e t h e wil dl y  a b a n d o n e d  l a y o ut dis a p 

p e ar  i nt o hist or y.  (I o nl y  wis h  t h e s u p p os-  
o n t his t y p e

writ er  w o ul d  f u n cti o n b ett er  t h a n I d o.)
Pri m aril y,  I p oi nt  t o t w o el e m e nts  of  t h e 

A pril/ M a y  iss u e as  d es er vi n g  a p pl a us e:
Sir  A nt h o n y  B u z z ar d's  “ L ett er  t o t h e 

Ar c h bis h o p  of  C a nt er b ur y/ *  w hi c h  st o o d 
o ut b e c a us e its dir e cti o n, p ur p os e, a n d  
t o n e w er e  s o diff er e nt  fr o m t h e n or m;  a n d  
Dr.  D a vis'  " T h e Cr u cifi xi o n  of  J es us, ”  
w hi c h  a m a z e d  m e  n ot  o nl y  b e c a us e  of  its 
br o a d  as p e cts of  t h e m e di c al  c o n diti o ns  
i n v ol v e d, b ut  b e c a us e Ariz o n a  M e di ci n e  
h a d  c arri e d  t h e pi e c e  e v e n i n 1 9 6 5.  W h o-

Arl  h as r ais e d s e v er al f u n d a m e nt al 

h er m e n e uti c al  iss u es c o n c er ni n g  C hris-  

li a n r es p o nsi bilit y a n d l h e a ut h orit y of  

t h e st at e. His  k e e n i nsi g hts i nt o b asi c  

q u esti o ns  ar c  b ot h  h el pf ul  a n d  i m p ort a nt. 
H a vi n g  s ai d t h at, I w o ul d  li k e t o r es p o n d 

l o e a c h  of  t h es e p oi nts.
First,  I d o  n ot  b eli e v e  it is p ossi bl e  t o 

disti n g uis h  b et w e e n  p ers o n al  a n d i nsti

t uti o n al m or alit y.  Eit h er  vi ol e n c e is 

wr o n g,  or  it's n ot.  If I c o m mit  a si n i n 

s er vi c e t o t h e sl at e, a m  

p ers o n al  r es p o nsi bilit y f or t h e a ct ?  C a n  I 

kill  as a  s ol di er, b ut  n ot  as  a  C hristi a n ?

P a ul  d o cs  n ot  h ol d  t h e st at e a c c o u nt 
a bl e l o a m or al  st a n d ar d diff er e nt  fr o m 
t h at of  l h e i n di vi d u al. I n R o m a ns  1 2: 9-  
1 3: 1 0,  P a ul  c o ntr asts t h e a cti o ns of  l h e 

C hristi a n  wit h  t h os e of  t h e sl at e. C hris 
ti a ns l o v e l h eir e n e mi es  a n d  d o  n ot  t a k e 

r e v e n g e ( 12: 9- 2 1;  1 3: 8- 1 0);  l h e st al e, o n  
t h e ot h er  h a n d,  e x er cis es  vi ol e n c e  ( 1 3: 4). 

Tr u e,  G o d  us es  t h e st at e l o a c c o m plis h  
His  s o v er ei g n will  a n d  l o p u nis h,  b ut  t his 

d o es  n ot  vi n di c at e  t h e st al e. G o d  us e d  
Ass yri a  a n d B a b yl o n  t o p u nis h Isr a el 

(Is a. 8: 6,  7;  J cr. 1 : 1 4ff), b ut  t h at d o cs  n ot  

m e a n  t h os e n ati o ns  w er e  g o dl y.  G o d-  
or d ai n e d  a ut h orit y  d o cs  n ot  i m pl y G o d's  

m or al  a p pr o v al.  W e  m ust  r e m e m b er t h at 

R o m a ns  1 3: 1- 7  w as  n ot  writt e n  a b o ut  a

j ust d e m o cr ati c  st at e, b ut  a n a ut h orit ar 

i a n e m pir e  r ul e d b y  o n e  of  its m ost  r ut h

l ess di ct at ors.

S e c o n d,  I b eli e v e  it is i m p ort a nt t o 

disti n g uis h  b et w e e n t h e ol d c o v e n a nt  

a n d  l h e n e w  c o v e n a nt.  G o d's  m a xi m  u a n  
e y e f or a n  e y e "  ( N A S B) w as  li mit e d t o 
t h e s p h er e of  ol d  c o v e n a nt Isr a el ( cf. 

M att.  5: 3 8- 4 2).  A n  i m p ort a nt e v e nt  h a p 
p e n e d  at  t h e cr oss;  G o d's  c o v e n a nt  p e o pl e  

c e as e d t o b e a t h e o cr a c y ( a n e art hl y  

" n ati o n u n d er  G o d ");  t h e y b e c a m e  t h e 

C h ur c h  of  G o d  i nst e a d ( cf. E p h.  2: 1 4,  

1 5).  H e n c ef ort h  G o d's  c o v e n a nt  l a w wit h  
Isr a el w as  tr a nsf or m e d i nt o G o d's  c o v 
e n a nt r el ati o ns hi p wit h  His  c h ur c h.  
T h e  n e w c o v e n a nt c o u nt er p art t o 
D e ul cr o n o m y  1 7: 7  ( " p ur g e t h e e vil  fr o m 

y o ur  mi dst, "  N A S B)  is n ot  c a pit al  p u n 

is h m e nt, b ut  e x p ulsi o n  fr o m l h e b o d y  of  

C hrist  ( 1 C or.  5: 1 3).  Si mil arl y,  Ps al m  

3 3: 1 2 a ( " Bl ess e d is t h e n ati o n w h os e  

G o d  is t h e L O R D, "  N A S B)  a p pli es  n ot  t o 

s e c ul ar  n ati o n-st at es,  b ut  G o d's  c o v e n a nt  
p e o pl e:  T h e  ol d  c o v e n a nt t h e o cr a c y of  

Isr a el ( Ps a. 3 3: 1 2 b)  a n d l h e h ol y  n ati o n  
w hi c h  is t h e c h ur c h  ( cf. 1 P el.  2: 9).

T hir d,  r e g ar di n g t h e e xt e nt  of o ur  mi n 

istr y t o w ar d pris o n ers  ( M all. 2 5: 3 6),  J es us  

d o es  n ot  disti n g uis h  b et w e e n  ri g ht e o us 

a n d u nri g ht e o us  pris o n ers. W e  ar e l o

e v er s a v e d it o v er  t h at 3 0- y e ar  p eri o d  
d es er v es  hi g h  pr ais e.

T h e  D a vis  i nt er pr et ati o n of  t h e C hrist's  
r e a cti o n t o t h e s p e ar of  t h e l e gi o n n air e 
c uri o usl y ji b es wit h  t h at of  G e n.  L e w  
W all a c e  i n B e n  H ur.  I n t h e ori gi n al  b o o k,  
w hi c h  al m ost n o o n e r e a ds a n y m or e,  
W all a c e  t ells of  t h e s p e ari n g a n d  a d ds  t h at 
t h e g us h  of  bl o o d  a n d  w at er  r es ult e d fr o m 
a  br o k e n  h e art  —  br o k e n  n ot  b y  p ai n,  b ut  
b y  e m oti o n al t ur m oil.

G o d  g o  wit h  y o u  i n h a p p y  e diti n g  a n d  
p asi ori n g.

l o v e o ur  e n e mi es, f or G o d  " c a us es His  

s u n t o ris e o n  t h e e vil  a n d  t h e g o o d,  a n d  

s e n ds r ai n o n  t h e ri g ht e o us a n d  t h e u n-  

ri g ht e o us”  ( M att. 5: 4 5,  N A S B).  O ur  l o v e 

is l o b e i n cl usi v e, t h er ef or e, as o ur  

F at h er's  l o v e is i n cl usi v e ( M att. 5: 4 8).  

w e  w er e  y et  
si n n ers  ( R o m. 5: 6.  N ot e  t h at P a ul  hi ms elf  
w as  a vi ol e nt  p ers e c ut or  of  t h e c h ur c h  

b ef or e  his  c o n v ersi o n, 1 Ti m.  1: 1 3).  D o  

w e  n ot  h a v e  a r es p o nsi bilit y t o e xt e n d  

G o d's  l o v e t o t h os e o utsi d e  t h e fl o c k ?

F o urt h,  Art  is a bs ol ut el y  ri g ht t h at w e  

s h o ul d b e  c o nsist e nt  i n w or ki n g  o ut  o ur  

et hi cs. I a gr e e t h at it is i n c o nsist e nt t o 
d e cr y c a pit al p u nis h m e nt  a n d d ef e n d  
a b orti o n. B ut  t h e o p p osit e  is als o tr u e. 
H o w  c a n  w c  b e  pr o-lif e  w h e n  t h e iss u e is 

a b orti o n,  b ut  n ot  w h e n  t h e iss u e is c a pit al  

p u nis h m e nt  or  n u cl e ar  pr olif er ati o n ?  Ar e  

w e  pr o-lif e,  or  ar e n't  w e ?

I n m y  arti cl e I t a c kl e d e v er y m aj or  

ar g u m e nt  f or c a pit al p u nis h m e nt;  m y  p ur 
p os e  w as  n ot  t o writ e  a  r ati o n alisti c li b
er al h a n d b o o k. W h e n  all is s ai d a n d  
d o n e,  as  I p oi nt e d  o ut  i n m y  fi n al s e cti o n,  

m y  st a n c e is ulti m at el y b as e d n ot o n  
st atisti cs b ut o n dis ci pl es hi p. Is G o d  
m or al ?  Y es,  H e  is t h e a ut h or  of  m or alit y.  
L et  us  stri v e t o i n c ar n at e His  n e w  c o v 

e n a nt  m or alit y  i n o ur  li v es.



Lif e

T h e  Wi n gs  of  W e alt h

T

y o ur  p oss essi o ns

p oss ess  y o u.
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b y  H o l li s  P a r t l o w e
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T h e  m ost  i m p ort a nt 

t hi n gs i n lif e ar e n't  

t hi n gs. D o n't  l et

k F

I T

h e  st or y  i s t ol d of  a  m a n  li vi n g i n 

t h e j u n gl e w h o  h a d  a  pri z e d  c ol 

l e cti o n of  di a m o n d s  a n d  p e arl s.  

H e  h a d  t h e m s pr e a d  o ut  o n  a  t a bl e i n hi s  

b a c k y ar d  a d miri n g  t h e m. W hil e  h e  w e nt  

i n si d e f or a  q ui c k  l u n c h, a  bir d  fl e w i n, at e  

t h e m a n d  fl e w a w a y.  W e alt h  i s li k e t h at. 

S o m eti m e s  il t a k e s wi n g s.  " M o n e y t al k s/' 

b ut  il i s al w a y s  s a yi n g  “g o o d- b y e ” l o m e.

4 1  W h o e v er  l o v e s m o n e y  n e v er  h a s  m o n e y  

e n o u g h;  w h o e v er  l o v e s w e alt h  i s n e v er  

s ati sfi e d  wit h  hi s  i n c o m e. T hi s  l o o i s m e a n 

i n gl e s s'' ( E c c L 5: 1 0,  NI V).  I n c o ntr a st  t h e 

P s al mi si  s a y s:  " Tr u st i n t h e L o r d  a n d  d o  

g o o d  ... a n d  h e  will  gi v e  y o u  t h e d e sir e s  of  

y o ur  h c arf , ( P s a. 3 7: 3- 4,  NI V).

N ot  e v er y o n e  h a s  a  ri c h u n cl e,  b ut  w e  all  

h a v e  a  ri c h F at h er  i n h e a v e n  w h o  c a n  o p e n  

a n  e n dl e s s  st or e h o u s e  of  u nt ol d  ri c h e s w hi c h  

f ar o ut w ei g h  t h e w e alt h  of  t hi s w orl d.  I li k e 

t h e w or d s  fr o m t h e h y m n  " A C hil d  of  t h e 

Ki n g":  " M y F at h er  i s ri c h i n h o u s e s  a n d  

l a n d s. H e  h ol d cl h  l h e w e alt h  of  t h e w orl d  i n 

hi s  h a n d s.  Of  r u bi e s a n d  di a m o n d s,  of  

sil v er  a n d  g ol d,  Hi s  c off er s  ar e  f ull, H e  h a s  

ri c h e s u nt ol d."

W e alt h  i n it s elf i s n ot  a n  e vil.  S pirit u 

all y  it i s n e utr al.  W e alt h  of  it s elf i s n ot  a  

m ar k  of  virt u e;  n eit h er  i s p o v ert y.  J e s u s  

s ai d, " Y o u c a n n ot s er v e b ot h  G o d  a n d  

M o n e y"  ( M att. 6: 2 4 b,  NI V).  H e  di d n't  s a y  

y o u  c a n n ot  s er v e  G o d  a n d  h a v e  m o n e y,  b ut  

y o u  c a n n ot  s er v e  b ot h.  M o n e y  i s n e utr al.  

F e w  w o ul d  pr o cl ai m:  " M o n e y i s m y  G o d,  

m y  r eli gi o n,** b ut  i n pr a cti c e  m a n y  r e

n o u n c e  G o d  i n f a v or of  it. S o m e  s q u e e z e  

l h e d oll ar  bill  u ntil  G e or g e  W a s hi n gt o n  

al m o st  t ur n s w hit e  i n t h e f a c e. T h e  m o st  

i m p ort a nt t hi n g s i n lif e ar e n't  t hi n g s. D o n*t  

l et y o ur  p o s s e s si o n s  p o s s e s s  y o u.  J e s u s  

c o n d e m n e d  e n sl a v e m e nt  t o w e alt h,  n ot

w e alt h  it s elf. I b eli e v e  G o d  w a nt s  u s  l o 

pr o s p er  fi n a n ci all y a s  l o n g a s  H e  h a s  fir st 

pl a c e  i n o ur  li v e s. C h e c k  st u b s  t ell w h al  

r e all y c o u ni  i n o n e' s  lif e.

O w ni n g  t hi n g s i s c e ntr al  i n o ur  s o ci et y.  

I' v e b e e n  t hr o u g h p art s  of  H oll y w o o d,  a n d  

w a s  a m a z e d  at  l h e di s pl a y  of  w e alt h  —  

m a s si v e  h o m e s,  a ut o m o bil e s,  s e c urit y  

g u ar d s  a n d  all  l h e r e st. T h e  o w n er' s  i m p or

t a n c e i s e vi d e nt.  I n c o ntr a st  J e s u s  o w n e d  

o nl y  w h at  H e  c arri e d  ( M att. 8: 2 0).  H o w  

c o ul d H e  i m pr e s s t hi s e c o n o mi c  w orl d  

wii h o ut  e v e n  a  h o u s e  t o sl e e p  i n ? H e  di d n't  

vi e w  ri c h e s l h e w a y  w e  d o  ( M all. 6: 1 9- 2 1, 

2 4).  H e  w h o  w a s  a bl e  t o p a y  t a x e s wit h  a  

c oi n  f o u n d i n t h e m o ut h  of  a  fi s h a n d  t ur n 

st o n e s  t o br e a d  c o ul d  e a sil y  h a v e  b e c o m e  

t h e fi n a n ci al b ar o n  of  all  ti m e, b ul  l h al w a s  

n ot  Hi s  i nt er e st. J e s u s  all o w e d  n ot hi n g  l o 

g el  i n t h e w a y  of  gi vi n g  Hi m s elf  l o p e o pl e.  

H e  h a d  n ot  c o m e  l o r e d e e m t hi n g s b ul  

p e o pl e.  H e  g a v e  Hi m s elf  f ull y t o t h at t a s k.

P a ul  i nf or m s u s  ( h at " T h e l o v e of  m o n e y  

i s t h e r o ot of  all  c vi T*  ( 1 Ti m.  6: 1 0).  N oti c e  

it i s n ot  m o n e y,  b ut  t h e L O V E  of  m o n e y  

( c o v et o u s n e s s) t h at di s pl e a s e s  G o d.  Y o u  

d o n't  h a v e  t o w orr y  a b o ut  h o w  a  p er s o n  

will  h a n dl e  hi s  m o n e y,  b e  it littl e or  m u c h,  

if hi s  fir st c o n c er n  i s t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d  

( M att. 6: 3 3).  Il i s n ot  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  y o u  

m a k e,  b ul  w h at  m o n e y  m a k e s  of  y o u  t h at 

c o u nt s.  L et  it b e  a  s er v a nt,  n ot  a  m a st er.

A n  e pit a p h  o n  a  t o m b st o n e i n E n gl a n d  

s a y s:  " S h e di e d  f or w a nt  of  t hi n g s/* T h e  

t o m b st o n e n e xt  t o it r e a d s: " H e di e d  tr yi n g 

t o gi v e  t h e m l o h er."  S o m e  u s e  t h eir ri c h e s 

w hil e  ot h er s  l et t h eir ri c h e s u s e  l h e m. Lif e  

wit h o ut  o ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er  c a n  b e  v er y  

e m pt y  a n d  m e a ni n gl e s s.  " R e m e m b er t h e 

L O R D  y o ur  G o d,  f or it i s H e  w h o  gi v e s  y o u  

p o w er  t o g et  w c all h"  ( D e ut. 8: 1 8).
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si mil ar cir c u mst a n c e.  J es us  
a ns w er e d t h at q u esti o n i n 
M att h e w  6: 2- 4:

C hristi a n  St e w ar ds hi p
A n o n y m o u s

t hi n k t o o urs el v es,  “ W ell,  I n e e d  
c ar c  of  m ys elf  a n d  m y  l o v e d o n es. "  J es us 
e n c o u nt er e d  t his s a m e f e eli n g w h e n  d e al 
i n g wit h  ot h ers  a n d  His  r e a cti o n is f o u n d i n 
M att h e w  6: 2 7- 3 3:

W h o  of  y o u  b y  w orr yi n g  c a n a d d a  
si n gl e h o ur  t o his  lif e ? A n d  w h y  d o  
y o u  w orr y  a b o ut  cl ot h es ?  S e c  h o w  t h e 
lili es of  l h e fi el d gr o w.  T h e y  d o  n ot  
l a b or or  s pi n. Y et  I t ell y o u  t h at n ot  
e v e n  S ol o m o n  i n all his  s pl e n d or w as

N o w  a m a n  c a m e u p i o J es us a n d  
as k e d,  “ T e a c h er,  w h at  g o o d  t hi n g m ust  
I d o  t o g et  et er n al  lif e ?'' " W h y  d o  y o u  
as k m e  a b o ut w h at  is g o o d ? "  J es us 
r e pli e d. ' T h er e is o nl y  O n e  w h o  is

D o  n ot  st or e u p  f or y o urs el v es  tr e as ur es 
o n  e art h,  w h er e  m ot h  a n d  r ust d estr o y,  
a n d w h er e  t hi e v es br e a k  i n a n d st e al. 
B ui  st or e u p  f or y o urs el v es  tr e as ur es i n 
h e a v e n,  w h er e  m ot h  a n d r ust d o  n ot  
d estr o y,  a n d  w h er e  t hi e v es d o  n ot  br e a k  
i n a n d  st e al. F or  w h er e  y o ur  tr e as ur e is, 
t h cr c y o ur  h e art  will  b e  als o.

m o n e y  a n d p oss essi o ns:  " Y o u  
m a y  s a y i o y o urs elf,  ' M y p o w er  a n d t h e 
slr c n gt h of  m y  h a n ds  h a v e  pr o d u c e d  t his 
w e alt h  f or m e.' "  V ers e  1 8  t ells us  t o "r e ・ 
i n e m b er l h e L o r d  y o ur  G o d,  f or it is h e  
w h o  gi v es y o u t h e a bilit y t o pr o d u c e  
w e alt h. "  H e  is l h e s o ur c e of  o ur  a bilit y  t o 
pr o d u c e  w e alt h.  It c o m es  n ot  fr o m o ur  o w n  
d oi n gs  e x c e pt  as  G o d  pr o vi d es  us  wit h  t h at 
k n o wl e d g e  a n d str e n gt h n e e d e d  i o c o m 
pl et e  l h e t as k f or w hi c h  w e  g el  p ai d  b y  o ur  
e m pl o y ers.

A c k n o wl e d gi n g  t h e a b o v e  w e  t h e n t ur n 
l o Pr o v er bs  3: 9  t o fi n d w h at  w e  s h o ul d d o  
wit h  o ur  w e alt h:  " H o n or t h e L o r d  wit h  
y o ur  w e alt h,  wit h  t h e first fr uits of  all  y o ur  
cr o ps. M  I n or d er  i o h o n or  l h eL o r d  wit h  o ur  
w e alt h,  h o w  s h o ul d w e  g o  a b o ut  il ? At  first 
gl a n c e  t his a p p e ars t o b e  a r at h er st u pi d  
q u esti o n, b ut it als o a p p e ars t h at m ost  
p e o pl e  d o n't  k n o w  or  d o n't  w a nt  t o k n o w  
h o w( o  h o n or  t h e L or d  wit h  l h eir w e alt h.  
A p p ar e ntl y  J es us w as  c o nfr o nt e d wit h  a

J es us als o  g a v e  us  a  pi e c e  of  a d vi c e  a  
lilll c l at er i n t his s a m e  c h a pt er.  I n M att h e w  
6: 1 9- 2 1,  H e  s ai d:

O ur  first li n e of  i h o u g hl s h o ul d b e  t o w ar d 
s e e ki n g t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d  a n d  His  ri g h
t e o us n ess. W e  n e e d  t o p ut  e v er yl hi n g  i n ils 
pr o p er  p ers p e cti v e.  W e  n e e d  t o a dj ust  o ur  
fr a m e of  r ef er e n c e. W e  n e e d  a mi n d-s et  
t h at is ki n g d o m- ori e nt e d.

L et  m e  gi v e  y o u  a n e x a m pl e fr o m t h e 
Bi bl e  of  w h at  I m e a n  b y  p ulli n g  t hi n gs i n 
t h eir pr o p er  p ers p e cti v e  or  c h a n gi n g o ur  
fr a m e of  r ef er e n c e. I n M att h e w  1 9: 1 6- 2 4  

w e  r e a d:

O ur  n at ur al  first r e a cti o n w o ul d  b e  t o 
t o l a k e 
， ， ♦

or  t h e p ast  ei g ht  y e ars  I h a v e  s er v e d 
as  l h e tr e as ur er of  o n e  of  o ur  l o c al 
c h ur c h es. D uri n g  t h at li m e I h a v e  

o nl y  h e ar d  t w o s er m o ns w hi c h  g a v e  t h e 
m e m b ers  a n y dir e cti o n  l o f oll o w i n t h eir 
st e w ar ds hi p  t o w ar d G o d.  O n e  of  t h os e w as  
gi v e n  b y  t h e tr e as ur er of  a c h ur c h i n t h e 
mi d dl e  w est  a n d t h e ot h er  b y  o n e  of  o ur  
p ast ors.  T h e  o n e  gi v e n  b y  t h e tr e as ur er w as  
m or e  d o w n  l o e art h a n d dir e ct.  P er h a ps  
p ast ors  ar c r el u ct a nt t o gi v e  dir e cti o n i n 
t his ar e a  b e c a us e  t h e y mi g hl  a p p e ar  t o b e  
f e at h eri n g l h eir o w n  n ests.  W h at e v er  l h e 
r e as o ns, l o r e d u c e l h e dr o u g ht  of  i nstr u c
ti o ns i n st e w ar ds hi p I off er  l h e f oll o wi n g 
f or y o ur  c o nsi d er ati o n.

As  i h os c w h o  ar c a c c o u ni a bl c t o G o d,  
w e  s h o ul d us e  i n a  r es p o nsi bl e w a y  all  t h at 
G o d  h as  gi v e n  us.  I n D e ut er o n o m y  8: 1 7-  
1 8  w e  fi n d w h at  is t h e n at ur al  w a y  l o f e el 
a b o ut o ur

S o  w h e n  y o u  gi v e  t o 
t h e n e e d y,  d o  n ot  a n 
n o u n c e  it wit h  tr u m
p ets,  as  t h e h y p o crit es  
d o  i n t h e s y n a g o g u es 
a n d o n  t h e str e ets, t o b e  
h o n or e d  b y  m e n.  I t ell y o u  
l h e tr ut h, t h e y h a v e r e c ei v e d t h eir 
r e w ar d i n f ull. B ut  w h e n  y o u  gi v e  t o 
( h e n e e d y,  d o  n ot  l et y o ur  l eft h a n d  
k n o w  w h at  y o ur  ri g ht h a n d  is d oi n g,  s o 
l h al y o ur  gi vi n g m a y  b e i n s e cr et. 
Tli e n  y o ur  F at h er,  w h o  s e es w h at  is 
d o n e  i n s e cr et, will  r e w ar d y o u.

dr ess e d  li k e 、 、  
t h es e. If t h at is 
h o w  G o d  cl ot h es t h e 
gr ass  of  t h e fi el d, w hi c h  is 
h er e  t o d a y a n d  t o m orr o w is t hr o w n 
i nt o t h e fir e, will  h e  n ot  m u c h  m or e  
cl ot h e  y o u,  O  y o u  of  littl e f ait h ? S o  d o  
n ol w orr y,  s a yi n g, “ W h at  s h all w e  
c at ? ” or  " W h at s h all w e  dri n k ? ” or  
“ W h at  s h all w e  w e ar ? "  F or  t h e p a g a ns  
r u n aft er all t h es e t hi n gs, a n d y o ur  
h e a v e nl y  F at h er  k n o ws  t h at y o u  n e e d  
t h e m. B ut  s e e k first his  ki n g d o m  a n d  
his  ri g ht e o us n ess, a n d  all  t h es e t hi n gs 
will  b e  gi v e n  t o y o u  as w ell.
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S o m e o n e  i n t h e cr o w d s ai d t o hi m,  
“ T e a c h er,  t ell m y  br ot h er  t o di vi d e  t h e 
i n h erit a n c e wit h  m e. "  J es us r e pli e d, 
“ M a n,  w h o  a p p oi nt e d  m e  a  j u d g e or  a n  
ar bit er  b et w e e n  y o u ? "  T h e n  h e  s ai d t o 
t h e m, * * W at c h o ut! B e  o n  y o ur  g u ar d  
a g ai nst  all  ki n ds  of  gr e e d;  a  m a n's  lif e 
d o es  n ot  c o nsist  i n t h e a b u n d a n c e  of  his  
p oss essi o ns. "

g o o d.  If y o u  w a nt  t o e nt er  lif e, o b e y  
t h e c o m m a n d m e nts. "  " W hi c h o n es ? "  
t h e m a n  i n q uir e d. J es us r e pli e d, “ ' D o 
n ot  m ur d er,  d o  n ot  c o m mit  a d ult er y,  
d o  n ot  st e al, d o  n oi  gi v e  f als e t esti
m o n y,  h o n or  y o ur  f at h er a n d  m ot h er/  
a n d  *l o v e  y o ur  n ei g h b or  as  y o urs elf.
“ All  t h es e I h a v e  k e pt/'  t h e y o u n g  
m a n  s ai d. " W h at  d o  I still l a c k ?”  J es us 
a ns w er e d,  °If  y o u  w a nt  t o b e  p erf e ct,  
g o,  s ell y o ur  p oss essi o ns  a n d  gi v e  t o 
t h e p o or,  a n d  y o u  will  h a v e  tr e as ur e i n 
h e a v e n.  T h e n  c o m e,  f oll o w m e. "  W h e n  
t h e y o u n g  m a n  h e ar d  t his, h e w e nt  
a w a y  s a d,  b e c a us e  h e  h a d  gr e at  w e alt h.  
T h e n  J es us  s ai d  t o his  dis ci pl es, t ell 
y o u  t h e tr ut h, it is h ar d  f or a  ri c h m a n  
t o e nt er  t h e ki n g d o m  of  h e a v e n.  A g ai n  
I t ell y o u,  it is e asi er  f or a  c a m el  t o g o  
t hr o u g h t h e e y e  of  a  n e e dl e  t h a n f or a  
ri c h m a n  t o e nt er  
t h e ki n g d o m of  
G o d. "

ar e v er y  
p ass a g e:

H e  g a v e  u p  his  lif e s o t h at w e  mi g ht  h a v e  
lif e et er n al.

F or  y o u k n o w  t h e gr a c e  of  o ur  L or d  
J es us C hrist,  t h at t h o u g h h e  w as  ri c h, 
y cl  f or y o ur  s a k es h e  b e c a m e  p o or,  s o 
t h at y o u  t hr o u g h his  p o v ert y  mi g ht  b e 
c o m e  ri c h.

A n d  h e  t ol d t h e m t his p ar a bl e:  " T h e  
gr o u n d  of  a  c ert ai n  ri c h m a n  pr o d u c e d  
a g o o d  cr o p. H e  t h o u g ht t o hi ms elf,  
' W h at s h all I d o ?  I h a v e  n o  pl a c e  t o 
st or e m y  cr o ps.,  T h e n  h e  s ai d, ' T his is 
w h at  Til  d o.  I will  t e ar d o w n  m y  b ar ns  
a n d  b uil d  bi g g er  o n es,  a n d  t h er e I will  
st or e all  m y  gr ai n  a n d  m y  g o o ds.  A n d  
I'll s a y i o m ys elf,  " Y o u  h a v e  pl e nt y  of  
g o o d  t hi n gs l ai d u p  f or m a n y  y e ars.  
T a k e  lif e e as y; e at, dri n k a n d b e  
m err y.' "  B ut  G o d  s ai d l o hi m,  * Y o u  
f o ol! T his  v er y  ni g ht  y o ur  lif e will  b e  
d e m a n d e d  fr o m y o u.  T h e n  w h o  will  
g et  w h al  y o u  h a v e  pr e p ar e d  f or y o ur 
s elf ?' T his  is h o w  it will  b e  wit h  a n y 
o n e  w h o  st or es u p  t hi n gs f or hi ms elf  
b ut  is n ot  ri c h t o w ar d G o d.' 、

H er e  is t h e w ar ni n g  t h at J es us gi v es  us.  It 
is n ot  n e c ess aril y  wr o n g  t o h a v e  p oss es 
si o ns b ut  it is if w c  l e a v e G o d  o ut  of  t h e 
pi ct ur e.  W c  n e e d  l o b e  ri c h t o w ar d G o d  as  
w ell  as o urs el v es. M a k e  s ur e t h at y o ur  
mi n d  is s et o n  G o d  as  w ell  as  y o urs elf.

P a ul,  i n A cts  2 0: 3 5,  q u ot e d  J es us as  
s a yi n g, "It is m or e  bl ess e d  t o gi v e  t h a n t o 
r e c ei v e/' C hrist  g a v e  us  a n  e x a m pl e  w hi c h  
w c  s h o ul d att e m pt  t o d u pli c at e  as  b est  w e  
c a n.  As  P a ul  wr ot e  i n 2  C ori nt hi a ns  8: 9:

W as  t his y o u n g m a n  
willi n g  ( o c h a n g e his  
mi n d-s et ?  W as  h e  r e all y 
s e e ki n g  lif e ei e m al ?  W as  
J es us tr yi n g t o m a k e  t his 
y o u n g  m a n  p o or  or  ri c h ? 
J es us k n e w  w h at  his  mi n d 
s et w as.

J es us g a v e  us a n ot h er e x 
a m pl e  t o h el p  us  p ut  i n p ers p e c 
ti v e t h e us e  of  o ur  w orl dl y  g o o ds.  
W e  n e e d  t o p a y  p arti c ul ar  att e n 
ti o n t o c ert ai n p hr as es  i n L u k e  
1 2: 1 5  a n d 2 1 t o fi n d t h e t hi n gs 
a b o ut w hi c h  J es us w ar ns  us. I n 
L u k e  1 2: 1 3- 1 5,  it is writt e n:

H er e  J es us w ar ns  a b o ut  all  ki n ds  of  gr e e d.  
T h e y  c a n b e  v er y  s u btl e or  v er y  bl at a nl.  
T h er e  ar c gr e e ds  t h at y o ur  s u b c o ns ci o us 
will  hi d e  fr o m y o u  a n d  t h os e of  w hi c h  y o u  

a w ar e. L o o ki n g  f urt h er at t h e
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a n d w al k  a n d

h er  i n a n g er

S u b mitt e d  b y  Fr a n cis  B ur n ell.

b y  R o b e r t s o n  M c Q ui l ki n
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p e o pl e  fi n d 

s o h ar d  t o u n d erst a n d

is t h at l o vi n g M uri el  

is n't h ar d.

R e pri nt e d  fr o m C hristi a nit y'  T o d a y,  
F e br u ar y  5,  1 9 9 6,  b y  p er missi o n  of  
t h e a ut h or.

C T
C M A  I

F e at ur e

e v e nt e e n s u m m ers a g o, M uri el  

a n d  I b e g a n  o ur  j o ur n e y i nt o t h e 

t wili g ht. Il's mi d ni g ht  n o w, at  
l e ast f or h er,  a n d s o m eti m es I w o n d er  

w h e n  d a w n  will  br e a k.  E v e n  t h e dr e a d  
Al z h ei m er's  dis e as e  is n't s u p p os e d t o 
att a c k  s o e arl y  a n d  t or m e nt s o l o n g. Y et,  

i n h er  sil e nt w orl d,  M uri el  is s o c o nt e nt,  

s o l o v a bl e. If J es us t o o k h er  h o m e,  h o w  

I w o ul d  miss  h er  g e ntl e,  s w e et pr es e n c e.  

Y es,  l h er c ar c  ti m es w h e n  I g et  irrit at e d, 
bi n  n ot  oft e n.  It d o es n't  m a k e  s e ns e t o g et  
a n gr y. A n d  b esi d es,  p er h a ps  t h e L or d  
h as b e e n a ns w eri n g t h e pr a y er  of  m y  
r o ut h t o m ell o w  m y  s pirit.
" O n c e,  t h o u g h. I c o m pl et el y  l ost it. I n 

lh e  d a ys  w h e n  M uri el  c o ul d still st a n d  

w e  h a d n ot r es ort e d t o 

di a p ers, s o m eti m es t h er e w er e  ̂ a c ci 
d e nts. '' I w as  o n  m y  k n e es  b esi d e  h er,  

tr yi n g t o cl e a n  u p  t h e m ess  as  s h e st o o d,  

c o nf us e d, b y t h e l oil et. It w o ul d  h a v e  
b e e n  e asi er  if s h e w er e n't  s o i nsist e nt o n  
h el pi n g.  I g ot  m or e  a n d  m or e  fr ustr at e d. 
S u d d e nl y,  l o m a k e  h ersl a n d  still,I  sl a p p e d  
h er  c alf  —  as  if t h at w o ul d  d o  a n y  g o o d.  
It w as n't  a  h ar d  sl a p, b ut  s h e w as  st artl e d. 

I w as,  l o o. N e v er  i n o ur  4 4  y e ars of  
m arri a g e  h a d  I e v er  s o m u c h  as  t o u c h e d 

or  i n r e b u k e of  a n y ki n d.  

N e v er;  w as n't  e v e n  t e m pl e d, i n f a ct. B ut  
n o w,  w h e n  s h e n e e d e d  m e  m ost  ...

S o b bi n g,  I pl e d  wit h  h er  t o f or gi v e m e  
— n o  m att er  t h at s h e di d n't  u n d erst a n d  
w or ds  a n y b elt er  t h a n s h e c o ul d s p e a k  
t h e m. S o  I t ur n e d l o l h e L or d  t o t ell hi m  
h o w  s orr y I w as.  Il l o o k m e  d a ys  t o g et  
o v er  it. M a y b e  G o d  b ottl e d  t h os e t e ars l o 

q u e n c h  t h e fir es t h at mi g ht  i g nit e a g ai n  

s o m e d a y.

It w as n't  l o n g b ef or e  I f o u n d m ys elf  i n 

t h e s a m e c o n diti o n, o n  t h e fl o or i n t h e 

b at hr o o m. M uri el  w a nt e d  t o h el p —  

h a d n'l  cl e a ni n g  u p  m ess es  b e e n  h er  s p e 
ci alt y ?  B ut  n o w  t h os e b us y  h a n ds  di d n't  
k n o w  e x a ctl y  w h at  t o d o.  I m o p p e d  fr a nti

c all y, ir yi n g t o f e n d off  t h e i nt erf eri n g 

h a n ds,  a n d  c o nt e m pl at e d  h o w  b est  t o g el  

a  s oil e d sli p o v er  a  h e a d  t h at w as  t ot all y 

o p p os e d t o t h e i d e a. Al  t h at m o m e nt  

C h u c k  S wi n d oll  b o o m e d  fr o m t h e r a di o 
i n t h e kit c h e n,  " M e n! Ar e  y o u  at  h o m e ?  
R e all y  at h o m e ? ” I n t h e mi dst  of  m y  
sti n ki n g i m m ersi o n I s mil e d, " Y e a h,  

C h u c k,  I r e all y a m. " D o  I e v er wis h  I 
w cr c n'l ?

R e c e ntl y, a st u d e nt wif e  as k e d m e  

t h at. Ci n di  h as  s ort of  a d o pt e d  us.  As  w e  

s al at t h e kit c h e n  t a bl e si p pi n g c off e e,  

s h e s ai d, " D o n't y o u  e v er  g et  tir e d ? "

" Tir e d ? E v er y  ni g ht.  T h at's  w h y  I g o  
t o b e d. "

“ N o, 【 m e a n  tir e d of. . a n d  s h e tilt e d 
h er  h e a d  t o w ar d M uri el,  w h o  s al sil e ntl y 
i n h er  w h e el  c h air,  h er  v a c a nt  e y es  s a y 
i n g, " N o o n e  at h o m e  j ust n o w. "  I r e

s p o n d e d t o Ci n di's  q u esti o n,  " W h y, n o,  I 
d o n't  g et  tir e d. I l o v e t o c ar e f or h er.  

S h e's  m y  pr e ci o us. M

< 4 W el k  I c ert ai nl y  w o ul d.,,

Ci n di  a n d  h er  h us b a n d  ar e  h a n ds o m e,  
h e alt h y,  s m art  p e o pl e,  a n d  y et  s h e a d mits  

t h at it is h ar d  c o nst a ntl y t o affir m o n e  
a n ot h er.  W h at  h a p p e ns  w h e n  t h er e is s o  
littl e t o c o m m e n d ?  H o w  d o es  l o v e m a k e  
a diff er e n c e ?

L o v e  is s ai d t o e v a p or at e  if t h e r el a
ti o ns hi p is n ot  m ut u al,  ifit's n ot  p h ysi c al,  

if t h e ot h er  p ers o n  d o es n't  c o m m u ni c at e,
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b ei n g  pr esi d e nt ? "  S c ott  as k e d  as w e  s al 
i n o ur  littl e g ar d e n.  I t ol d hi m  I' d n e v er  
t h o u g ht a b o ut it, b ut,  o n  r efl e cti o n, n o.  
As  e x hil ar ati n g  as  m y  w or k  h a d  b e e n,  I 
e nj o y e d  l e ar ni n g t o c o o k  a n d  k e e p  h o us e.  
N o,  I' d n e v er  l o o k e d b a c k.

B ut  t h at ni g ht I di d r efl e ct o n his  
q u esti o n  a n d  t ur n e d t o t h e L or d.  ̂ F at h er,

or  if o n e  p art y  d o es n't  c arr y his  or  h er  
s h ar e of  t h e l o a d. W h e n  I h e ar  t h e lit a n y 
of  ess e nti als f or a h a p p y m arri a g e,  I 
c o u ni  off  w h at  m y  b el o v e d  c a n  n o  l o n g er 
c o ntri b ut e,  a n d  I c o nl c m pl al c  h o w  tr ul y 
m yst eri o us  l o v e is.

T H E  G O O D  LI F E
" H o w d o  y o u  d o  it ? W h al  ar e y o ur  

r es o ur c es ?0  as k e d  t h e h ost  o n  t h e t el e vi
si o n s h o w D a y  of  Dis c o v er y.  I h a d n't  
t h o u g ht a b o ut it, b ut  si n c e t h e n I h a v e.  
Pr ais e  h el ps.  Ri g ht  n o w,  I t hi n k m y  lif e 
m ust  b e h a p pi er  t h a n t h e li v es of  9 5  
p er c e nt  of  t h e p e o pl e  o n  pl a n et  E art h.  
M uri efs  a  j o y t o m e,  a n d  lif e is g o o d  t o 
b ot h  of  us,  i n diff er e nt  w a ys.  B ut  I' m 
t hi n ki n g of  s o m et hi n g m or e  b asi c  t h a n 
j ust " c o u nti n g y o ur  bl essi n gs. "

l o o k e d b a c k  t o s e e t h e f a mili ar f or m of  a  
l o c al d er eli ct  b e hi n d  us. H e  st a g g er e d  
p ast  us,  t h e n t ur n e d a n d  l o o k e d us  u p  a n d  
d o w n.  " T h a's g o o d.  1  li k es ' at, " h e  s ai d. 
“ T h a's  r e al g o o d.  I li k es it. " H e  t ur n e d 
a n d  h e a d e d  b a c k  d o w n  t h e str e et, m u m 
bli n g  l o hi ms elf  o v er  a n d o v er,  " T h a's  
g o o d.  I li k es it. "

W h e n  M uri el  a n d I r e a c h e d o ur  littl e 
g ar d e n  a n d s at d o w n,  his  w or ds  c a m e  
b a c k  t o m e.  T h e n  t h e r e ali z ati o n hit  m e;  
t h e L or d  h a d  s p o k e n t hr o u g h a n i n e bri
at e d ol d d er eli ct.  "Il is y o u w h o  ar e  
w his p eri n g  t o m y  s pirit, 'I li k es it, l h a's 
g o o d,'  " I s ai d al o u d. "I m a y  b e  o n  t h e 
b e n c h,  b ut  if y o u  li k e it a n d  s a y il's g o o d,  
t h at's all t h al c o u nts. M

S o m e  of  m y  b est  fri e n ds d o n't  a gr e e.  
O n e  wr ot e  l ast w e e k,  " M uri el d o es n'l  
k n o w  y o u  a n y m or e,  d o es n't  k n o w  a n y 
t hi n g, r e all y, s o it's ti m e t o p ul  h er  i n a  
n ursi n g  h o m e  a n d  g el  o n  wit h  Iif e.,, T h at  
d a y  m a y  c o m e —  w h e n,  b e c a us e  of  a  
c h a n g e  i n m y  h e alt h  or  h ers,  s h e c o ul d  b e  
b ett er  c ar e d  f or b y  ot h ers  —  b ut  f or n o w,  
s h e n e e ds  m e,  a n d  I n e e d  h er.

W H A T' S  L O V E  G O T  T O  D O  
WI T H  I T ?

T h e  fi v e- c ol u m n h e a dli n e  r e a d: " L o v e  
H el ps  Al z h ei m er's  Vi cti ms  S ur vi v e,  
St u d y  S a ys. ”  T h e  r e p ort er wr ot e:  " W h al's  
l o v e g ot  l o d o  wit h  it ? J usl a b o ut  c v er y-  
i hi n g, s a ys  a  r es e ar c h er  w h o  st u di e d  w h at  
h a p p e ns  i n a m arri a g e  w h e n  a s p o us e 
g ets  Al z h ei m er's  dis e as e/'  I n Pr of.  L or e  
Wri g ht's  st u d y of  4 7  c o u pl es  o v er  a  t w o- 
y e ar  p eri o d,  s h e h a d  pr e di ct e d  wit h  1 0 0  
p er c e nt  a c c ur a c y w h o  w o ul d  di e  first, 
b as e d  o n  h er  a n al ysis of  t h e l o v e r el a
ti o ns hi p b et w e e n  h us b a n d  a n d wif e.

I att e n d e d  a w or ks h o p  i n w hi c h  a n 
ot h er  e x p ert  t ol d us  t h at t h er e w er e  t w o 
r e as o ns p e o pl e  k e e p  a  f a mil y m e m b er  at  
h o m e  r at h er t h a n i n a n ursi n g  f a cilit y: 
e c o n o mi c  n e c essit y  or  f e eli n gs of  g uilt.  
Aft er w ar ds  I s p o k e wit h  h er  pri v at el y,  
tr yi n g t o eli cit  s o m e ot h er  p ossi bl e  m o 
ti v e f or k e e pi n g  s o m e o n e at h o m e.  B ut  
s h e i nsist e d t h os e w er e  t h e o nl y t w o 
m oti v es.  Fi n all y  I as k e d, “ W h at  a b o ut  
l o v e ? " " O h, " s h e r e pli e d, “ w e  p ul  t h at 
u n d er  g uilt. "  S o  m u c h  f or l o v e.

W h at  s o m e p e o pl e  fi n d s o h ar d  t o 
u n d erst a n d is t h at l o vi n g M uri el  is n't 
h ar d.  T h e y  w o n d er  a b o ut m y  f or m er 
l o v es —  li k e m y  w or k.  A  c oll e g e  fr es h
m a n  h e ar d  t h at I h a d  r esi g n e d as pr esi 
d e nt  of  C ol u m bi a  I nt er n ati o n al U ni v er 
sit y t o c ar e  f or m y  wif e.  " D o y o u  miss

m e;  t h e L or d  h a d  s p o k e n t o 

m e  t hr o u g h a n  i n e bri at e d 

ol d  d er eli ct.

I li k e t his assi g n m e nt, a n d I h a v e  
r e gr ets. B ut  if a  c o a c h  p uts  a  m a n  o n  t h e 
b e n c h,  h e  m ust  n ot  w a nt  hi m  i n t h e g a m e.  
Y o u  n e e d n't  t ell m e,  of  c o urs e, b ut  I' d 
li k e t o k n o w  —  w h y  di d n't  y o u  n e e d  m e  
i n t h e g a m e ? "

I di d n *tsl e c p w ell  t h at ni g ht a n d  a w o k e  
c o nt e m pl ati n g t h e p u z zl e. M uri el  w as  
still m o bil e  at  t h at ti m e, s o w e  s et  o ut  o n  
o ur  m or ni n g  w al k  ar o u n d  t h e bl o c k.  S h e  
w as n't  l o o s ur e o n  h er  f e et, s o w e  w e nt  
sl o wl y a n d  h el d  h a n ds  as  w e  al w a ys  d o.  
T his  d a y  I h e ar d  f o otst e ps b e hi n d  m e  a n d
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of  G o d's  b est  l o v e d, 

pi ni o n e d  ... i n m y  pl a c e.
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h a p p y  d o es n't  b u b bl e  u p  wit h  j o y b ut  
r ai ns d o w n  g e ntl y  wit h  t e ars. I n t h e m o vi e  

S h a d o wl a n ds  w h e n  J o y  Gr es h a m  r e mi n ds 
C.  S.  L e wis  t h at t h eirj o y w o ul d  s o o n  e n d.  
t h at s h e w o ul d  di e.  h e  r e pli es t h at h e  
d o es n't  w a nt  t o t hi n k a b o ut it. J o y r e

s p o n ds, " T h e p ai n is p art  of  t h e h a p 
pi n ess.  T h ai's  t h e d e al. "

It's ir u c. R e c e ntl y,  M uri cfs  ri g ht h a n d  

w e nt  li m p —  h er  first m aj or  d e cli n e  si n c e 
s h e l ost t h e a biliti es  t o st a n d a n d  t o f e e d 
h ers elf  1 8 m o nt hs  b ef or e.  A  littl e l oss, 
y o u  w o ul d  t hi n k, b ut  I s h e d a  f e w t e ars. 
I wr ot e  i n m y  j o ur n al t h at ni g ht,  “ It's

B y  1 9 9 2,  l h e bl o ws  of  lif e h a d  l eft m e  

n u m b  —  m y  d e ar est  sli p pi n g fr o m m e,  

m y  el d est  s o n s n at c h e d a w a y  i n a  tr a gi c 
a c ci d e nt,  m y  lif e's w or k  a b a n d o n e d  at  its 

p e a k.  I di d n't  h ol d  it a g ai nst  G o d,  b ut  m y  

f ait h c o ul d b ett er  b e  d es cri b e d  as r es

i g n ati o n. T h e  j o y h a d  dr ai n e d  a w a y,  t h e 

p assi o n  i n m y  l o v e f or G o d  h a d  fr o z e n 
o v er.  I w as  i n tr o u bl e. If l h e o nl y  C o m 
p a ni o n y o u h a v e i n t h e l o n el y h o urs  

gr o ws  dist a nt  ...

Of  c o urs e,  t h e p assi o n  of  his  l o v e f or 
i n c h a d  n e v er  c o ol e d.  E v e n  i n t h e d ar k est  

h o urs  w h e n  I f elt m y  gri p  sli p pi n g a n d  
w as  i n d a n g er  of  sli di n g i nt o t h e a b yss  of  

d o u bl,  w h al  al w a ys  c a u g ht  a n d  h el d  m e  

w as  l h e visi o n  of  G o d's  b est  l o v e d, pi n 
i o n e d i n cri mi n al  e x e c uti o n  i n m y  pl a c e.  
H o w  c o ul d  s o m e o n e w h o  l o v e d m e  t h at 

m u c h  l et a n yt hi n g  h urt  m e  wit h o ut  c a us e ?  
B ut  still, a o n e-si d e d l o v e aff air is n't 
v er y  s atisf a ct or y. I miss e d  t h e i nti m at e 
c o m p a ni o ns hi p.

T h e n  I r e m e m b er e d l h e s e cr et I h a d  

l e ar n e d i n y o u n g er  d a ys  —  g oi n g  t o a  

m o u nt ai n  hi d e a w a y  t o b e  al o n e  wit h  G o d.  
T h er e,  t h o u g h ii w as  sl o w i n c oi ni n g, I 
w as  a bl e  t o br e a k  fr e e fr o m pr c o c c u p a-  

li o n wit h  m y  tr o u bl es a n d  c o n c e ntr at e  o n  
J es us. W h e n  t h at h a p p e n e d,  I r el e ar n e d 
w h at  G o d  h a d  t a u g hl m e  m or e  t h a n o n c e  
b ef or e:  t h e h e a v y  h e art  lifts o n  t h e wi n gs  

of  pr ais e.
I h a v e  ot h er  r es o ur c es: f a mil y, li k e 

m y  sist ers, w h o  h a v e  r etir e d o n e  b y  o n e  
a n d m o v e d  b a c k  t o C ol u m bi a  fr o m t h e 

e n ds  of  t h e e art h.  T h e y  c ar e  f or us  l o v

i n gl y; a n d  fri e n ds d o,  t o o. Il w o n't  d o  t o 
c ulti v at e  fri e n ds f or t h e p a y b a c k  —  t h at's 
n ot  tr u e fri e n ds hi p. B ut,  I' v e c o n cl u d e d,  
t h os e w h o  d o n'l  b uil d  fri e n ds hi ps i n t h e

al m ost  li k e p art  of  m e  di es  wit h  e a c h  of  

h er littl e d e at hs/ 1 T h at  pr e ci o us h a n d  
w as  s o  cr e ati v e,  s o  l o vi n g, s o  b us y  f or m e  

a n d  e v er y o n e  els e.  B ut  it w as n't  j ust t h e 

ol d  m e m ori es.  T h at  ri g ht h a n d  w as  t h e 

l ast w a y  s h e h a d  t o c o m m u ni c at e.  S h e  

w o ul d  r e a c h o ut  t o h ol d  h a n ds,  p at  m e  o n  

t h e b a c k  w h e n  I h u g g e d  h er,  p us h  m e  

a w a y w h e n  s h e di d n't  li k e w h at  I w as  
d oi n g.  I miss  h er  h a n d.

M e m ori es  ar e  b ot h  s w e et a n d bitt er 
s w e et. I oft e n  r e m e m b er h er  r e p art e e. 
O n c e  I r e m o nstr at e d t h at s h e  di d n't  k n o w  
e v er yt hi n g.  "I d o n't  k n o w  e v er yt hi n g ? "  

s h e s h ot b a c k.  " W h y, I k n o w  m or e  t h a n 

e v er yt hi n g.  I k n o w  s o m e  t hi n gs t h at ar e n't  

s o! " O n c e  i n r e pl y t o h er  r e q u est t o d o  

s o m et hi n g, I s ai d I w as  alr e a d y d oi n g  
s o m et hi n g els e. " W ell, it's a p o or  m a n  

t h at c a n't d o  t w o t hi n gs at o n c e, ” s h e  
s ai d. M uri el,  b ei n g  a w o m a n,  c o ul d d o  
t hr e e t hi n gs al  o n c e,  of  c o urs e,  w hi c h  s h e  
di d. B ut  n ot  al w a ys. ' T m a s el e cti v e  
q uitt er, ”  s h e' d a n n o u n c e  a n d  c h e erf ull y  

a b a n d o n  a  pr oj e ct.  "I F it's w ort h  d oi n g,  
il's w ort h  d oi n g  w ell ?  Ps h a w.  V er y  f e w 

t hi n gs i n t his lif e ar e  w ort h  d oi n g  w ell. "  

O n c e,  b ef or e  w e  si g n e d off  f or sl e e p, I 
w as  wi n ni n g  t h e ar g u m e nt wit h  irr e
sisti bl e l o gi c w h e n  s h e r ais e d u p  o n  o n e  
el b o w, tr a nsfi x e d m e  wit h  fir e i n h er  
gr e y- gr e e n  e y es,  a n d  s ai d, " W ell, l et m e  
t ell y o u  s o m et hi n g. L o gi c's  n ot  e v er y 

t hi n g, a n d  f e eli n g's n ot  n ot hi n g.''  I n l h e 

u ni nt err u pt e d  sil e n c es of  t o d a y, t h e 
m e m ori es  of  s w e et a n d s pi c y t al k l o n g 
g o n e  bri n g  pl e as ur e  o n c e  a g ai n.

Il's j ust as  w ell  I h a v e  t h os e m e m ori es  
of  p ast  c o n v ers ati o ns,  f or s h e h as n't  s p o 

k e n  a  c o h er e nt  w or d  i n m o nt hs  —  y e ars,  
if y o u  m e a n  a s e nt e n c e, a  c o n v ers ati o n

...i v h at al w a ys  c a u g ht  

a n d  h el d  m e  w as  t h e visi o n

s pri n g a n d s u m m er  

wi nt er  a  l o n el y ti m e.

M e m ori es  h el p,  t o o. M uri el  st o c k e d  
t h e c u p b o ar d  of  m y  mi n d  wit h  t h e b est  of  

t h e m. I oft e n  li v e a g ai n  a  s p e ci al  m o m e nt  

of  l o v e s h e pl a n n e d  or  l a u g h at s o m e 

r e m e m b er e d o ut b urst  of  h er  irr e pr ess
i bl e a p pr o a c h t o lif e. S o m eti m es  t h e
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F or  i nf or m ati o n a b o ut  h o w  Atl a nt a  

Bi bl e  C oll e g e  c a n  e nri c h  y o ur  f ut ur e, 

c all 1- 8 0 0- 3 4 7- 4 2 6 1.

Ti m e  h as  fl o w n, a n d  t h e f all 

q u art er  is u n d er w a y.

H as  ti m e g ott e n  a w a y  fr o m 

y o u ?  If y o u  f e el y o u  mi g ht  

w a nt  s o m e s p e ci ali z e d  

tr ai ni n g i n t h e Bi bl e  a n d  

mi nistr y,  l et us  k n o w.

Wi nt er  cl ass es  will  b e gi n  

J a n u ar y 6,  1 9 9 7.

— t h o u g h o c c asi o n all y  s h e tri es, m u m 
bli n g  n o n w or ds.  W o ul d  I n e v er  h e ar  t h at 
v oi c e  a g ai n ?

T h e n  c a m e  F e br u ar y  1 4. 1 9 9 5.

I d o n't  f e el li k e a  vi cti m  is —  I' m n o 〔 ! " 
W h e n  ot h ers  ur g e d  m e  t o c all it q uits,  I 
r es p o n d e d, " D o y o u  r e ali z e h o w  l o n el y 
I w o ul d  b e  wit h o ut  h er ? M

Aft er  I b at h e d  M uri el  o n  h er  b e d  t h at 
V al e nti n e's  e v e  a n d  kiss e d  h er  g o o d  ni g ht  
(s h e slill e nj o ys t w o t hi n gs: g o o d  f o o d 
a n d  kissi n g!),  I w his p er e d  a  pr a y er  o v er  
h er:  " D e ar  J es us, y o u  l o v e s w c cl M uri el  
m or e  t h a n I. s o pl e as e  k e e p  m y  b el o v e d  
t hr o u g h t h e ni g ht;  m a y  s h e h e ar  l h e a n g el  
c h oirs. "

T h e  n e xt  m or ni n g  I w as  p e d ali n g  o n  
m y  E x cr c y cl c  at  t h e f o ot of  h er  b e d  a n d  
r e mi nis ci n g a b o ut s o m e of  o ur  h a p p y  
l o v ers' d a ys l o n g g o n e w hil e  M uri el

sl o wl y e m er g e d  fr o m sl e e p. Fi n all y,  s h e 
p o p p e d  a w a k e a n d, as s h e oft e n  d o es,  
s mil e d al  m e.  T h e n,  f or t h e first ti m e i n 
m o nt hs  s h e s p o k e, c alli n g  o ut  t o m e  i n a  
v oi c e  cl e ar  as  a  cr yst al  c hi m e,  " L o v e  
l o v e ... l o v e. " I j u m p e d fr o m m y  c y cl e  
a n d r a n t o e m br a c e h er. " H o n e y, y o u  
r e all y d o  l o v e m e,  d o n't  y o u ? "  H ol di n g  
m e  wit h  h er  e y es a n d p atti n g  m y  b a c k,  
s h e r es p o n d e d wit h  t h e o nl y  w or ds  s h e 
c o ul d fi n d t o s a y y es: ' T m ni c e, "  s h e 
s ai d.

T h os e  m a y  pr o v e  t o b e  l h e l asl w or ds  
s h e e v er  s p o k e.

P M  N O  VI C TI M
V al e nti n e's  D a y  w as  al w a ys s p e ci al 

al  o ur  h o us e  b e c a us e  l h al w as  t h e d a y  i n 
1 9 4 8 w h e n  M uri el  a c c e pt e d m y  m ar 
ri a g e pr o p os al.  O n  t h e e v e  of  V al e nti n e's  
D a y  i n 1 9 9 5  I r e a d a  sl al c m c nt b y  s o m e 
s p e ci alist t h at Al z h ei m er's  is l h e m ost  
cr u el  dis e as e  of  all,  b ut  t h at t h e vi cti m  is 
a cl u all y t h e c ar e gi v er. I w o n d er e d  w h y  
I n e v er  f ell li k e a vi cti m.  T h at  ni g ht  I 
e nt er e d i n m y  j o ur n al: " T h e r e as o n



Lif e

T H E  R E S TI T U TI O N  H E R A L DA U G U S T,  S E P T E M B E R  1 9 9 6 2 3

B ur n o ut  or  R e n e w al ?
b y  Ji m M attis o n

" L et us  n ot  b e  w e ar y  i n w ell  d oi n g,  f or i n 
d u e  s e as o n w c  s h all r e a p, if w e  f ai nt n ot. "  
G al.  6: 9

Si m pl e  W a ys  t o U nti e  t h e K n ots  of  D ail y  Str ess  
b y  J eff H erri n g

Str ess  is t h e f e eli n g cr e at e d w h e n  ( h e 
mi n d  o v erri d es  t h e b o d y's  i nt e ns e d e 
sir e t o cl o b b er  s o m e f o ol w h o  d es p er 
at el y n e e ds  it.
— T h e  offi c e  w all

I' v e h e ar d  e x c ell e nt C hrisli a n  w or k ers  
s a y, "I h a v e  b ur n o ut. "  W h at  is b ur n o ut ?  
M y  wif e  s a ys it is b e c o mi n g  w e ar y  i n w ell  
d oi n g,  or  b e c o mi n g  dis c o ur a g e d  w h e n  t h er e 
d o n't  s e e m ( o b e  m a n y  r es ults fr o m o ur  
eff orts f or G o d  a n d  C hrist.

B ur n o ut  is r e al. It is a  tri c k of  S al a n  l o 
g et  us  l o st o p d oi n g  G o d's  w or k.  I t hi n k it 
,s r el yi n g o n  o ur  o w n  h u m a n  n at ur e  t o d o

A  di a m o n d  is n ot hi n g  m or e  t h a n a  l u m p 
of  c o al t h at h a n dl e d  str ess v er y  w ell.  
—— A ut h or  u n k n o w n

Vi e w e d  i n t his m a n n er,  w e  c a n  s e e t h at 
str ess a n d  r e c o v er y ar c  si m pl y a  p art  of  ( h e 
e x p eri e n c e  of  li vi n g. T h e  pr o bl e m  s e e ms t o 
b e  t h at i n o ur  h e cti c  li v es w e  s o m eti m es 
m aj or  i n e x p e n di n g e n er g y (str ess) a n d  
mi n or  i n r e c a pt uri n g e n er g y (r e c o v er y).

I r e c e ntl y as k e d a f e w p e o pl e  t o n a m e  
l h eir d ail y  s o ur c es of  str ess. H er e's  a  bri ef  
s a m pli n g: tr affi c, bills,  w or ki n g  o v erti m e,  
l o o m u c h  p a p er w or k,  p e o pl e  w h o  r u n r e d 
li g hts, h e ari n g  a n d  r e a di n g a b o ut  s e ns el ess  
tr a g e d y, n ot  g elli n g  al o n g  wit h  a  s p o us e.

I t h e n as k e d t h es e s a m e p e o pl e  w h at  
t h e y di d  t o r e c o v er fr o m str ess. T h e  a n 
s w ers w er e  f e w, a n d t h e y r a n g e d fr o m 
" h u h ? " t o "t a ki n g a t w o- w c e k v a c ati o n/ *

W h at  ( his i m pli es is t h at m a n y  of  us  
eit h er  h a v e  n o  i d e a h o w  t o r e c o v er or  w c  
b eli e v e  w c  c a n  o nl y  d o  s o o n c e  or  t wi c e a  
y c ar,  a n d  o v er  a n  e xt e n d e d  p eri o d  of  ti m e. 
V er y  f e w of  us  e x p eri e n c e r e c o v er y o n  
a n y w h er e  n e ar  a  d ail y  b asis.

I t hi n k it w as  J a c k P al a n c e  as l h e tr ail 
b oss  i n Cit y  Sli c k ers  w h o  s ai d, " Y o u f ol ks 
s p e n d all y e ar  g elli n g  k n ots  i n y o ur  r o p e 
a n d  t h e n c oi n c  o ut  h er e  t o tr y l o u nt a n gl e  
t h e m all i n t w o w e e ks. n

G o d's  w or k  i nst e a d of  r el yi n g o n  His  H ol y  
S pirit  t o gi v e  us  t h e str e n gt h t o d o  il. Is n't 
it t a ki n g o ur  e y es  off  o ur  L or d ?

W h at  is l h e a ns w er l o t his b e c o mi n g  
w e ar y  wit h  w ell  d oi n g;  t his f ai nti n g a n d  
f alt eri n g i n o ur  s u p p ort of  G o d's  c a us e ?  
W h at  is l h e a ns w er  t o b ur n o ut ?  Di d n't  P a ul  
gi v e  t h e a ns w er  w h e n  h e  s ai d, “ B e  tr a ns- 
f o n n e d b y t h e r e n e wi n g of  y o ur  mi n d' 、 
( R o m. 1 2: 2) ? R e n e w al,  t h at's w h al  w e  
n e e d.  P a ul  t ol d Tit us  t his r e n e w al is b y  t h e 
H ol y  S pirit  ( Tit. 3: 5).  I n ot h er  w or ds,  w c  
n e e d  l h e p o w er  of  t h e H ol y  S pirit.  T his  is

t h e s o ur c e of  o ur  C hristi a n  str e n gt h. D a vi d  
s ai d m a n y  ti m es his  str e n gt h  w as  fr o m t h e 
L or d.  A n d  s o is o urs.

As  t his e vil  a g e  dr a ws  t o a  cl os e  w e  n e e d  
m or e  t h a n e v er  b ef or e  t his str e n gt h fr o m 
o ur  L or d.  “ I c a n d o  all t hi n gs t hr o u g h 
C H RI S T,  w h o  str e n gt h e ns m e. ” J es us is 
t o d a y t o us  k * a  s h a d o w of  a  gr e at  r o c k i n a  
w e ar y  l a n d'' (Is a. 3 2: 2).  It is a  w e aris o m e  
a g e b ut  t hr o u g h o ur  L or d  J es us w e  c a n  
o v er c o m e  all t hi n gs. L o o k  l o Hi m  a n d  b e  
li g ht e n e d! A n d  is n't t his r e n e w al s o m e 
t hi n g w c  n e e d  e v er y  d a y ? Q

W h at  if w e  w er e  a bl e t o fi n d s m all 
w a ys,  o n  a  d ail y  b asis,  t o r e c o v er, t o u n 
t a n gl e o ur  k n ots ?

H er e  is a  si m pl e t e c h ni q u e t h at I t e a c h 
i n s e mi n ars o n  str ess: l a k e a  f e w m o m e nts  
t o pi ct ur e  y o urs elf  s o m e w h er e i n d o ors, i n 
a pl a c e  t h at is str ess-fr e e, c o mf orti n g  a n d  
v er y  r el a xi n g. S p e n d  a f e w m o m e nts  j ust 
e nj o yi n g  l h e r el a x ati o n (r e c o v er y) y o u  fi n d 
i n t his pl a c e.

N o w  c o m e  o n b a c k  (s orr y, w e' v e  g ot  t o 
m o v e  o n),  bri n gi n g  t h at f e eli n g of  r el a x
ati o n  wit h  y o u.  A n d  n o w  si m pl y fi n d a  w a y  
t o r e mi n d y o urs elf  q ui c kl y  of  t h at e x p eri 
e n c e  s o t h at y o u  ar e  a g ai n  a bl e  t o f e el t h at 
r el a x ati o n.

F or  s o m e p e o pl e, it's s n a p pi n g l h eir 
fi n g ers; f or ot h ers,  it's a w or d  or  p hr as e  
(“T a hiliiiiiJ ust  us e  a  q ui c k  r e mi n d er 
t h at all o ws  y o u  t o f e el r el a x e d f or j ust a  
m o m e nt.

I n t his w a y,  y o u  c a n  gi v e  y o urs elf  bri ef  
m o m e nts  of  r e c o v er y w h e n e v er  y o u  wis h.

Str ess  is a  n or m al  p art  of  o ur  e v er y d a y  
lif e. T d  li k e t o i n vit e y o u  t o m a k e  it a  g o al  
t his w e e k  t o fi n d s m all a n d si m pl e w a ys  
t o r e c o v er o n a d ail y b asis. N o w  j ust 
r el a x . . . □
(r e pri nt e d, writt e n  f or K ni gl u- Ri d d er  

N e w p a p ers)

T h es e  t w o q u ot es  c o n v e y  v er y  diff er e nt  
n oti o ns  a b o ut h o w  i o h a n dl e  str ess. T h e  
firsi i m pli es t h at str ess is a  b a d  t hi n g, t o b e  
r e d u c e d a n d a v oi d e d.

B ut  h er e's  a  li p: If y o u  e v er  fi n d y o ur 
s elf at a  s e mi n ar or  r e a di n g a  b o o k  t h at is 
l e a c hi n g y o u  s o m e h o w t o r e d u c e or  eli mi 
n at e  all  y o ur  str ess, g et  o ut  of  t h er e q ui c k!

T h e  r e as o n f or t his str o n g s u g g esti o n  
h as  l o d o  wit h  a  c o m m o n  mis u n d crsl a n d-  
i n g a b o ut  str ess. M ost  p e o pl e  c o nsi d er  il t o 
b e  s o m cl hi n g cl e arl y n e g ati v e  a n d h ar m 
f ul.
k B y  c o ntr ast, J a m es L o e hr,  i n a b o o k  I 
mi g hl y  r e c o m m e n d ( T o u g h n ess Tr ai ni n g  
f or Lif e.  Pl u m e  B o o ks,  $ 1 1. 9 5),  d efi n es  
sir css  as  " a n yt hi n g  t h at c a us es  e n er g y  t o b e  
e x p e n d e d' * a n d r e c o v er y fr o m str ess as  
^ a n yt hi n g  t h at c a us es  e n er g y l o b e  r e c a p- 
l ur c d 7, '



 

C hristi a n  St e w ar ds hi p
( c o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  1 8)
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D e ar  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e R/\ l d ,

N a m e   

his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v eA d dr e s s       

Cit y  St at e  Zi p  

 

T h e  R estit uti o n  H er al d
P. O.  B o x  1 0 0. 0 0 0  ・  M orr o w,  G  \ 3 0 2 6 0

A d dr e s s  C orr e cti o n  R e q u e st e d

I a m  wriii n g  f or t h e f oll o wi n g r e as o n.

 M y  a d dr ess  l a b el is m c orr c c c  pl e as e  n ot e  t h e c h a n g es.

O  I a m  m o vi n g  i n t h e n e xt  si x w e e ks;  pl e as e  s e n d t h e m a g a zi n e  l o ni y  n e w  a d dr ess  pri m e d  b el o w

 I wis h  l o s e n d a  gift  s u bs cri p u o n t o t h e p ers o n  list e d b el o w.  E n cl os e d  is $ 1 2  p a y m e nt

 S u bs cri pti o n  r e n e w al, p a y m e nt  e n cl os e d  —  I yr.  $ 1 2,  2  yr  S 2 1, 3  yr  S 3 0.  [ B niis h s u bs cri b ers  s e n d U  S.  f u n ds.) T h a n k  y o u

- 0 3 6 0 8  0 0 1  9 7 . 0  
P A S T O R / M R S  D A V I D  K R O G H  
1 9 9 2  T I F F A N Y  L N  
J O N E S B O R O  G A  3 0 2 3 6

 

or  
c h e erf ul gi v er.

M ail  t o: T h e  R e s ti t u ti o n  H e r a l d , 

P. O.  B o x  1 0 0, 0 0 0,  M orr o w.  G A  3 0 2 6 0.

U. S.  P O S T A G E

P AI D  
P E R MI T  2 1  

M orr o w.  G e or gi a  

N o n pr ofit  Or g

S ci  asi d e  l h e L or d's  p orii o n  first w h e n 
e v er  y o u  r e c ei v e m o n e y.  P ul  t his asi d e 
t o b e  us e d  as  H e  l e a ds. O n c e  s et asi d e

i( is His  a n d s h o ul d n ot  b e  us e d  f or 
ol h er  p ur p os es.

Pr a y erf ull y  distri b ut e l h e L or d's  
m o n e y  as  H e  dir e cts.  It is us u all y  g o o d  
t o d o  t his al  a  r e g ul ar li m e —  w e e kl y  
or  m o nt hl y.

M a k e  e xtr a gifts a n d i n cr e as e y o ur  
gi vi n g  as G o d  i n cr e as es y o ur  f ait h, 
a n d  as H e  pr os p ers  y o u.  As  y o u  tr ust 
G o d  wit h  y o ur  m at eri al  r es o ur c es. H e  
will  e ntr ust y o u wit h  His  s pirit u al 
r es o ur c es.

T h o u g htf ull y  d e ci d e  w h at  p er c e nt a g e  
of  y o ur  i n c o m e y o u  will  r el u m i o l h e 
L or d  —  a  mi ni m u m  p er c e nt a g e.  St art  
o ut  wit h  a  s m all p er c e nt a g e  a n d  w or k  
u p  as  山 c  L or d  pr o vi d es.  T his  is b eil cr  
l h a n h a p h a z ar d  gi vi n g.

. t 
S u bs cri pti o n  E x pir ati o ns
T h e  t hr e e- di git n u m b er  o n  |

l h e t o p ri g ht of  y o ur  a d dr ess  |
l a b el i d e ntifi es l h e r e n e w al |
d al e  of  v o ur  s u bs cri pti o n. If :
l h e n u m b er  is 9 7. 0.  ii e x pir es  
wi( h  l h e F c br u ar y/ M ar c h  is- j
s u e. 1 9 9 7 A  9 7. 2 n u m b er  J
m e a ns  a  J u n e/J ul y e x pir ati o n.  
T his  m ei h o d  will  assist (li e 
s u bs cri b er i n k e e pi n g  t a bs o n  
his  e x pir ati o n  d at e  a n d  s er v e 
as  a  r e mi n d er f or r e n e w al

N o  m ail er  w h ai  w e  gi v e  ii h as  t o b e  
gi v e n  i n l h e pr o p er  fr a m e of  mi n d.  A g ai n, 
w e  c a n l o o k t o P a ul's  writi n gs  i n 2  
C ori nt hi a ns  9: 7:

E a c h  m a n  s h o ul d gi v e  w h at  h e  h as  d e 
ci d e d  i n his  h e art  l o gi v e,  n ot  r el u ci a nil y 

u n d er  c o m p ulsi o n, f or G o d  l o v es a

R e m e m b er:  T h e  p ers o n  w h o  d e di c at es  
his  m o n e y  t o G o d  is d e di c ati n g  hi ms elf  
— t h e fr uit of  his  ti m e, t al e nt, a n d  e n 
er g y.  O n e  w h o  f ails t o d e di c at e  his  m o n e y  
h as  n ot  f ull y c o m mitt e d  hi ms elf  t o G o cl. O

M a n y  C hristi a ns  h a v e  f o u n d t h at a  r e g u
l ar pl a n  f or gi vi n g  s er v es t h e m b est.  Pl a n 
ni n g  e ns ur es a g ai nst irr e g ul ar or  u n wis e  
gi vi n g  a n d als o  a g ai nst n e gl e ct.  I n a d a y  
w h e n  s o m a n y  d e m a n ds  ar e  m a d e  o n  y o ur  
ti m e a n d  m o n e y,  pl a n n e d  gi vi n g  h el ps  y o u  
h o n or  t h e L or d  wit h  y o ur  p oss essi o ns.

H er e  ar e  s o m e st e ps t h at will  h el p  y o u  
h o n or  l h e L or d  wit h  y o ur  p oss essi o ns:


