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How about this for a dreaded

question?  “Say would you be 
interested in writing a Christmas article 
for the December Restitution Herald?” 
You know, it is an honor to be asked to 
write for a magazine with such a 
discriminating readership.  But for 
Christmas?! 

I mean what can be said about 
a holiday that has had 2,000 
years of comment, and had 
much more distinguished and 
learned authors than me 
writing about it.  How often 
and how many ways can we 
say we tend to forget the true 
meaning of Christmas, or that 
the humble birth of the baby 
Jesus points to his fulfillment 
of Old Testament prophecy? 
Don’t you get a little tired of 
discussions about the true time 
frame of the visit of the Magi 
to the family of Mary, Joseph, 
and Jesus or whether it was a 
cave or a stable?  So what do 
we say now?  I’ll tell you.  I 
don’t know.  However, never 
being one to turn down an 
opportunity to expound on my 
own thoughts, we press on. 

She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their 
sins." (Matt. 1:21, NIV) 

Have you read that one?  Of course you 
have.  However, think about this.  The 
angel came to Joseph with astounding 
news that needed to be proclaimed by a 
special messenger.  The same thing 

happened when Mary was told she 
would give birth to this baby, and when 
the angels appeared on the night of the 
birth proclaiming the arrival. 

Announcements that carry this level of 
importance are often accompanied by 
some level of fanfare.  When the King 
of some particular monarchy wants a 

special announcement to be made he 
will use a person with special authority. 
When this person speaks, it is with the 
full status of the monarch himself.  In 
some settings the announcement is 
preceded by a trumpet or drum flourish 

or fanfare.  The person delivering the 
message is called the herald.  During 
this season we sing a carol that uses 
that very word to describe the angels 
who delivered the message. 

All right, just what did the angel in 
Matthew 1:21 say.  In a court of law, 
when someone has committed a crime 

that resulted in a loss for 
someone else, the convicted 
wrongdoer is often required 
to make some payment to the 
plaintiff.  In this case, our 
wrong-doing or sin is our 
crime and it has as its 
payment plan death.  Our 
crime, our sin, is against 
God, and a repayment is 
required.  The only way to 
avoid paying that price is 
having someone paying it for 
us.  Jesus did that.  He made 
the restitution for our sin. 

Hey, look at that.  The 
angels came announcing, 
proclaiming, or heralding, 
the arrival of man’s 
restitution.  They were 
actually the first Restitution 
Herald.  Now here we have 
the opportunity to continue 
that great tradition.  We have 
a venue for doing the same 
thing that the angels did. 
Remember though, the 
angels were telling people 
who did not know.  We 

know.  So you as a believer reading this 
will learn nothing new.  To truly make 
this a continuation of what the angels 
heralded, we must pass the news on to 
those who do not know.  � 
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Greetings to you all, and Happy

Holidays! I pray that this issue of the 
Herald/Journal finds you and all 
your loved ones enjoying the 
blessings of our Lord. 

The holidays are always a busy time 
for us all. It is ironic to think that for 
Atlanta Bible College and the 
Conference, as we are between the 
Fall and Spring Semesters, this may 
be like the eye of our hurricane! As 
we prepare for the beginning of the 
Spring 2006 Semester, we ask that 
you remember the College and 
Conference in your prayers. We 
also ask to consider making a 
financial gift before the end of the 
year. Your generous support is 
critical to continuing to support the 
ministries God has entrusted to us. 

The month of October has taken on 
strong significance for the College 
in the last few years. In addition to 
its designation as Atlanta Bible 
College Booster month, it also marks 
the annual meetings of the Board, 
staff, and other members that are 
dedicated to long-term planning for 
the College and Conference. This 
year was no exception. In fact, this 
year the Board commissioned a 
study group (see picture on page 2) 
to assist in the planning activities. 
This group consisted of the 
following people: 

Janice Hart Scott Ross 
Gary Turner Charles Bottolfs 
Joyce Knapp 

I want to thank these individuals for 
their participation in the planning 
process for 2005. Their wise counsel 
will be of great benefit to the Board 

and the staff as we implement the 
long term plans. I have included 
below the basic information I sent to 
the participants, the Board, and the 
staff as we prepared for these 
meetings: 

Study Group Pre-work 

 After you've done a thing the same 
way for two years, look it over 

carefully.  After five years, look at it 

with suspicion.  And after ten years, 

throw it away and start all over. 

Alfred Edward Perlman, New 

York Times,  3 July 1958 

To set the stage for this process, you 
may want to read the quotation 
above from Alfred Perlman. Though 
there may be some hyperbole 
involved in his statement, the truth 
involved is important for us to 
consider.  

Few of us would argue that the 
world we live in today is vastly 
different from the world we 
inhabited 10 or 20 years ago. And 
we would likewise accept the 
premise that we ourselves may be 
different in opinion and perspective 
from ourselves of 2 decades ago. But 
have we seen the same degree of 
change within our churches? And as 
for the General Conference, are we 

adapting and changing ourselves as 
required to remain relevant in the 
world today? Our purpose and 
mission was re-defined by the Board 
last year, and further refined by the 
delegates at General Conference last 
year: 

To serve churches and individuals 

in the ministry of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and God’s Kingdom 

This is a timeless mission, just as the 
t ru ths  of  Scr ip tu re remain 
unchanged. But the way we attempt 
to live out this mission must change 
as the world around us changes. Yet 
if we look at the General 
Conference, Atlanta Bible College, 
and our relationships with our 
members and member churches, I 
fear that we may remain wedded to 
the past. And our churches may feel 
that they do not receive the service 
and support from the Conference 
that is appropriate in the 
communities in which they must 
minister. Many of the Conference 
programs or services have 
proceeded largely unchanged for 
decades. Many are embedded 
within the Constitution of the 

Conference itself. This group is 
being called together by action of the 
Board of Directors to evaluate 
Conference programs and services, 
to offer differing perspectives on 
how the Conference could be of 
greater value to the local pastor 
and/or congregation, and provide 
input and guidance on the necessary 
structural changes required (i.e., 
Constitutional amendments, program 
adoption or termination, etc.,) to 
make these changes a reality. 

The idea that change is necessary for 
any organization is not so radical 
that we reject the suggestion. 
However, in the last 2 years of 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the CAO... By Tim Jones 

About the Author: 
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College. 

Study Group meeting at Atlanta Bible College 
for long range planning. 
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General Conference, proposed 
amendments to the Constitution 
from the Board have been voted 
down by the delegates. We must 
address this reluctance to accept 
changes or modifications to our 
structures and methods of 
governance if we are to be 
successful in moving forward. We 
have made few changes beyond 
cosmetics ones to the Constitution 
in many years. Some of the 
requirements of the Constitution, 
such as the presentation of 
candidates for the Board on one 
day and their election on the next 
day, prevent us from conducting 
Conference business as quickly and 
effectively as possible. We are 
restricted to having Conference in 
July or August, and yet each year 
attendance gets smaller as fewer 
members choose to attend the 
sessions that are predominately 
designed to vote for Directors and 
approve budgets. Some who attend 
lament the cost involved for such a 
short event, even as others in the 
same groups ask that Conference 
be lengthened, which would drive 
the costs even higher. And given 
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e 
Constitution for notification of 
proposed changes a year in 
advance, quick action is rendered 
impossible. The Constitution calls 
for publication of amendments in 
the Restitution Herald or the 
Progress Journal, yet these are no 
longer independent publications. 
The Board authorized this study 
group to assist in the decisions for 
beneficial change, as well as ensure 
that the decisions represent the 
wisdom of the Board, the staff, and 
all our members at large. And this 
wisdom is essential to address how 
to make the recommended changes 
acceptable and desirable to the 
delegates and member churches or 

Conferences that they represent. 

The Board selected the members 
that were invited to be group 
members very carefully. You were 
chosen because you care about the 
mission of the Conference and the 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e 
membership. You have been and 
are very involved in the ministries 
within your church and/or the 
Conference. Yet the Board also 
respects your capacity to accept 
new ideas and approaches to the 
way things are done. You were also 
selected in the hopes that through 
dialogue and discussion agreement, 
compromise, and consensus can be 
reached. By the afternoon of the 2nd 
day, we need to have actionable 
plans in place that will allow the 
Conference to move forward with 
our goals for the future. The Board 
believes that all of us, working in 
the Spirit of God for the common 
good of the Conference, College, 
and membership, can accomplish 
great things. 
End of memo 

As you can see from the 
information above, this planning 
process is very important for us to 
understand and perceive the 
direction that God is leading. As 
part of our planning meetings, we 
looked at information about how 
the culture of the U.S. is changing, 
and how that might impact the 
ministry of the local church. This 
impact on the church, in turn, 
means that we must examine how 
the College is training men and 
women that are planning to enter 
the ministry. For example, here are 
some of the statistics we looked at 
that indicate that fewer and fewer 
young people are being brought 
into Jesus: 

• People 18 to 32 are the least

likely to describe themselves as

re l i g i ou s ,  Chr i s t i an ,  o r 

committed Christian 

• Church attendance is 

declining with each new 

generation 

• Young adults are most open

to faiths other than Christianity

• A large, high profile church

that thought it was attracting the

unchurched, in a recent survey,

found only 3% of their young

adults were from an unchurched

background – all others only

transferred their membership

from other churches

• More than 80% of Americans

say religious faith is very

important in their life, but only

41% attend church on a typical

Sunday

Clegg & Bird, in the book Lost in

America, say the unchurched

population in the US is the

largest mission field in the

English speaking world & the 5th

largest globally

How does this kind of research 
impact your local church? How 
should the General Conference help 
local churches in this changing 
culture? We also discussed the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  S p i r i t u a l 
Development to our churches and 
to the staff and students of the 
College. One very memorable 
statement we talked about 
extensively was from the celebrated 
author Brian McClaren: “Too many 
of our most educated Christians are 
some of the meanest. They may 
know the most information about 
the Bible but are the least Christ-
like.” (Leadership magazine) The 
College must ensure that the 
graduates and students that attend 
are educated not only in the truths 
of God’s Word but also in how to 
be more like Jesus. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Board and study group 
discussed these issues at length. 
From this global perspective, we 
also discussed the issues of giving 
the General Conference greater 
flexibility in how and when the 
annual meeting would occur. These 
changes, listed below, require that 
the Constitution and By-Laws be 
amended. I will be providing you 
with additional information from 
the study group and our long-range 
planning efforts as we move 
forward in our plans. By the way, 
the Board set the dates for the 
annual meeting for August 10-11, 
2006 in South Bend, Indiana. May 
God bless you in the coming New 
Year! 

Tim 

Amendments to the Constitution – 
Annual Meeting, August 10 & 11, 
2005 

Process for Amending the 

Constitution, Article V, Section 1 
– The constitution and by-laws of
the College/Conference may be
amended, altered, or revised by a
two-thirds majority vote of
delegates present at any General
Conference meeting, notice having
been given of the proposed
amendment or revision in at least
three consecutive issues of the The
Restitution Herald and/or the
Progress Journal, the first
appearance thereof to be at least
thirty days prior to the convening
of the conference by which it is to
be considered.

The following amendments have 

been proposed by the Board of 

Direectors. 

Article I, Section 2 
Current Version: Section 2.  The 
General Conference shall meet 

once each year at such time and 
place between June 1 and August 
31 as may be determined by the 
Conference or its Board of 
Directors.  Announcements of the 
time and place shall be made by 
the Board of Directors at least six 
months in advance by publications 
of the General Conference or other 
means of general communications 
avai l ab le  to  th e  Genera l 
C on f e ren c e .  T h e  G en e r a l 
Conference may be called at such 
other times as may be necessary, 
and may convene upon consent of 
a majority of the member churches. 

Amended Version: Section 2. 

The General Conference shall 

meet once a year. Announcement 

of the time and place shall be 

made by the Secretary of the 

Conference at least 6 months in 

advance by the most effective 

m e a n s  o f  g e n e r a l 

communications available. The 

General Conference may be 

called at such other times as may 

be necessary, and may convene 

upon consent of a majority of the 

member churches. 

What the Amendment Does:  The 
annual meeting of the General 
Conference may take place at any 
time of the year, instead of only 
during July and August. The 
notification of the time and place 
must take place a minimum of 6 
months in advance of the meeting. 

Anticipated Change to Current 

Practice: At the 2006 Conference 
in South Bend, if the amendment to 
Article I, Section 2 is approved, 
sufficient time will be scheduled to 
allow the delegates to discuss their 
preferences for the time and place 
to hold the annual meeting. 
Various proposals will be 

considered, and the delegates asked 
to consider them all and conduct a 
non-binding vote on the various 
options that they would prefer. The 
Board would take this information 
into account in setting future 
Conference dates. This would not 
go into effect until 2007 at the 
earliest. 

**************************** 
Article IV, Section 4 

Current Version:  Section 4. 
Nominations for the Board of 
D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e 
College/Conference may be 
submitted by:  State or District 
Conference Boards of the Church 
of God; Churches that are members 
of the General Conference; 
Ministerial Association of the 
C h u r c h  o f  G o d  G e n e r a l 
Conference. Name(s) of nominees 
and resumes will be submitted to 
the Chief Administrative Officer of 
Atlanta Bible College/General 
Conference by May 1 and will be 
printed in the General Conference 
issue of Progress Journal. 

Amended Version:  Section 4. 

Nominations for the Board of 

D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e 

College/Conference may be 

submitted by:  State or District 

Conference Boards of the 

Church of God; Churches that 

are members of the General 

Con f e r en c e ;  M in i s t e r i a l 

Association of the Church of God 

General Conference. Name(s) of 

nominees and resumes will be 

submitted to  the Chief 

Administrative Officer of 

Atlanta Bible College/General 

Conference and will be published 

by the most effective means of 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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The Simplicity of Christmas: 
John 3:16, Jesus, The Only BORN Son of God By Dr. Joe Martin 

When thinking about the

holiday season, all the glitz and 
glamour, maybe we can break it 
down to one verse to bring some 
sanity to Christmas.   Some have 
suggested that because of 
materialism, pagan origins, and 
more that we just give up the 
holiday. Maybe an alternative 
might be even better.   Let’s 
focus on the very basic notions 
of one simple verse, John 3:16 
“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son… 
,” as a beginning to understand 
the REASON for the Season. 

The FIRST lesson is that it 
begins with God, “For God so 
loved the world… .”   Pages 
could be written on this.   James 
1:17 says that “every good and 
perfect gift” is from God.  Isn’t 
Jesus one of those perfect gifts 
of love?  I like Exodus 34: 6,7 
that describes who God is by 
God.  Some Jewish writings call 
these the thirteen words from 
God, but I like to call them the 
eight attributes of God by God. 
He is “compassionate, gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in 
love, abounding in faithfulness 
or truth, maintains love, forgives 
wickedness, rebellion and sin, 
yet does not leave the guilty 
unpunished.”   From the 
“existing one,” God, comes the 
ultimate plan of salvation 
through Jesus.   Jesus is going to 
come into existence and do the 
will of God.  Now that is 
Christmas in my mind.  The 
birth of Jesus originates with 
God. 

John simply describes what the 
SECOND lesson of Christmas 
might be and says God, “… so 
LOVED the world.” This lesson 

is that God loves and is going to 
do something about our situation 
through Christ.  This is also 
found in the simple quote “God 
is love.” (I Jn. 4:8,16)  That is 
C h r i s t m a s  a t  i t s  m o s t 
fundamental element, LOVE! 
Dr. David Hubbard, deceased 
president of Fuller Seminary 
said in class that the greatest 
Hebrew word is chesed.  It 

means the “unfailing or 
covenantal love of God.”  The 
NASB often translates it 
“lovingkindness.”  Without God 
loving, we wouldn’t have a 
celebration at Christmas! 

Through Jesus’ life, after his 
birth, we have the hope of 
eternity.  Jesus said in Mark 
10:45 “The Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” (NIV)   As Jesus’ 
purpose was to preach the 
Kingdom (Luke 4:43), it was 
also to give his life as THE 
ransom for us to enter the 
Kingdom.   What LOVE! 
“Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life for 

his friends.” (Jn 15:13)  The love 
of God and the love of Jesus 
inspires us to appreciate the 
celebration of the birth of God’s 
Christ. 

The THIRD lesson is that THE 
WORLD and all of us in it, are 
loved.  That’s another reason for 
celebration!   In his new book, 
Heaven, by Randy Alcorn,  the 
author insists “God has never 
given up on his original creation. 
Yet somehow we’ve managed to 
overlook an entire biblical 
vocabulary that makes this point 
clear.” (p. 88)  He wants us to 
refocus from going to heaven to 
God working with the earth and 
heaven coming down, the 
Kingdom of God.    He wants us 
to think about the words: 
reconcile, redeem, restore, 
return, renew, etc.  What a novel 
thought!   Most folks that are 
reading this are aware that “thy 
kingdom come” has been a focus 
for us.  THAT is what God is 
doing through the birth of His 
Son!   Why not celebrate that 
birth even if we don’t know the 
exact date?  Loving the world is 
the basis for Jesus being born. 
Isaiah says, “He created it not in 
vain.” (KJV 45:18)  

The whole notion of the 
Kingdom of God centers around 
what God is doing with us, the 
world,  through Christ.  “Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be 
done” is not a mute, dreaming 
prayer.  It is the WILL of God. 
Brian McClaren in article “The 
Strategy We Pursue”1 says that 
the FIRST strategy of the church 
should be to “Admit we may not 
actually understand the good 

(Continued on page 7) 

For God so loved the 
world that 
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The Simplicity of Christmas: 
John 3:16, Jesus, The Only BORN Son of God By Dr. Joe Martin 

news , and seek to rediscover 
it.”   Amazingly, he goes on to 
say that a number of Christians 
are suggesting “perhaps the 
gospel has something to do with 
the Kingdom of God, and 
perhaps the Kingdom of God is 
not equal to going to heaven 
after death, but rather involves 
God’s will being done on 
earth… .”   That is what 
Christmas ought to be.  As 
Gabriel told Mary, “He will 
reign…his kingdom will never 
end.” (Luke 1:33) 

The FOURTH lesson we can 
gather trying to simplify 
Christmas is that God has an 
“ONLY BEGOTTEN” Son. 
The Greek here is simply 
“monogenes”2 pronounced as 
“mon o ge nes” with an accent 
on the “nes,” with a long e. 
Any one that has ever played 
Monopoly understands “mono.” 
Your goal is to become the one 
and only ruler of the board. 
“Genes” can be compared to 
and is the root of “Genesis” the 
book of the beginnings!  I love 
the verse in Psalm  139:13 “You 
knit me in my mother’s womb.” 
I also love the fact that DNA is 
based on the simple compounds 
A, C, T, and G.   How about 
that for an “ACT  of God!”3 

In this fourth lesson of 
understanding monogenes,  we 
ought to pay careful attention 
because “Orthodoxy” tries to do 
a dance around it.4  It simply 
means, ONLY BIRTHED, 
coming into existence.   The 
Bible calls Adam a “son of 
God” (Luke 3:37), but Adam is 
a dirt created son of God! 
Jesus is the only BORN Son of 
God.  He comes into existence 

at “Christmas!”   THIS is the 
fulfillment of what many call 
the protoeuangelion, First 
Gospel, Genesis 3:15, where the 
seed of the woman, would crush 
the serpent’s head!  Jesus is not 
an “angel” come down, nor like 
the Greeks thought a “god” 
come down, he is the only 
begotten Son of God!  A SEED 
of the woman created in her by 
God.  Compare I Tim. 2:5, “For 
there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus.” 
Jesus’ favorite term for himself 
though he was the Son of God, 
was Son of Man.  What a time 
of celebration even without the 
materialism, glitz and glamour!  

We may not fully know (cp. Mt. 
11:27 greek, epignosko) the 
details of how important Jesus 
is, but we ought to understand 
his birth.  In Kittel’s 
Theological Dictionary of the 
New Testament (TDNT)5 there 
is an attempt to say that Jesus is 
“unique” without, to my 
opinion, the proper notion of 
simple birth, coming into being. 
(p. 337 ff)  He does 
acknowledge the beauty of 
“ u n i q u e ,  u n p a r a l l e l e d , 
incomparable”  but says that 
“Josephus has monogenes in the 
usual sense of ‘only born.’” 
NOTICE that the usual sense of 
the word is simply “only born!” 
ONLY BIRTHED, to me is 
what the real Christmas is all 
about.   Yes, Jesus was planned 
from the foundation of the 
world; yes, he was in the mind 
and plan of God; but, when God 
knit Jesus in Mary’s womb by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
BIRTHED HIM, NOW THAT 
IS CHRISTMAS! 

Our family tries to “put the 
C H R I S T  b a c k  i n t o 
CHRISTmas” by reading the 
story of Jesus before opening 
presents.  What if we all 
focused on the four simple 
lessons for Christmas based on 
John 3:16.  God is the Father 
and starts it. He loves and 
causes it to happen. The 
w o r l d ’ s  s a l v a t i o n  a n d 
restoration and regeneration is 
the purpose.  And finally He 
birthed His only Son in the 
womb of Mary to eventually 
bring us individually and the 
world into the Kingdom of 
God!  No wonder Jesus is the 
only necessary ransom, 
redemption, payment for our 
sins.  THAT is the REASON 
for the SEASON.  

God bless us as we understand 
the importance of the birth of 
Jesus! � 

1My appreciation to Dr. Bill Lawrence 
for sending this to me and listing the 
website where this may be read: http://
www.nextreformation.com/html/
resources/mclaren-strategy.pdf 

2Strong’s 3439, monogenes,   from 
3441, “mono” and 1096 “ginomai,” 1) 
to become, i.e. to come into existence, 
begin to be, receive being 2) to become 
[notes from BibleWorks software] 

3The letters ACTG represent the basic 
four chemicals within DNA: adenine 
(A), cytosine (C), thymine (T), 
guanine (G)… and with that God 
makes all of us PLUS His Special 
Perfect SON! 

4Compare D. Moody, JBL (Journal of 
Biblical Literature) 72 (1953) 213-
219 ; Ray Brown, The Anchor Bible, 
Vol. 29 Page 13. 

5TDNT, Vol. IV,   P. 739, Kittel notes 
the Josephus references, Ant., 1,222 

and Ant., 5, 264 

(Continued from page 6) 
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 Yearning For Jesus By Pastor Mike Mattison 

Great expectations come with

every pregnancy.  An expectant  
mother-to-be is not just 
anticipating a baby, but a child 
who will grow up to be 
somebody and accomplish great 
things. 

This has been true since the first 
human birth.  Eve said, "I have 
acquired a man from the 
LORD" (Gen. 4:1, NKJV). 
She was thankful that after 
her sin, the LORD still 
blessed her and gave her 
hope. How great her hope 
was, is explained by Paul 
in I Tim. 2:14,15: "And 
Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being 
d e c e i ve d  f e l l  i n t o 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n . 
Nevertheless she will be 
saved in childbearing if 
they continue in faith, love, 
and holiness, with self-
control."  Eve expected 
Cain to somehow restore 
their family's relationship 
w i t h  G o d .  G r e a t 
disappointment came when 
Cain killed his righteous 
brother. Eve's hope burned 
bright again when another 
child was born.  She named 
him "Seth" and remarked, 
"For God has appointed another 
seed for me instead of Abel, 
whom Cain killed." "Seth" 
m e a n s " a p p o i n t "  o r 
"compensate." 

Indeed, the LORD compensated 
Adam and Eve for their lost 
expectations when Seth's family 
"began to call on the name of 
the LORD" (Gen.4:26). Seth's 
descendants included righteous 
leaders such as Enoch, Noah, 

Abraham, David, and Jesus 
Christ!  Eve's yearnings for a 
restoration with her heavenly 
Father were shared by thousands 
through the years and were 
finally fulfilled in Jesus.  That 
pattern was repeated in many 
ways in ancient times.  A 
disappointment would create a 
desire.  That was often followed 
by a promise or prophecy from 

God that the desire would be 
fulfilled, but it took the birth of 
Jesus for it to come true.  Every 
pregnancy seems to last an 
unbearably long time. 

Only the anticipation of the new 
life coming makes it endurable. 
The hopes and dreams of the 
Old Testament people were like 
a gestation that lasted for 
generations! 

David, the soul-stirring singer of 

Israel, desired God's closer 
presence so much that he 
originated the idea of building 
Him a temple close to his 
palace. The Lord responded that 
He had never asked for a house 
and what he preferred was to 
build David a house!  David 
already had a palace. But God 
meant it differently.   "Your 
house and your kingdom shall 

be established forever 
before you.  Your throne 
shall be established 
forever."  (2 Sam. 7:16, 
NKJV.) Can you 
i m a g i n e D a v i d ' s 
amazement and joy at 
this promise?  It implied 
that his children and 
grandchildren forever 
would be close to God. 
Another part of the 
prophecy stated that 
more explicitly.  "I will 
set up your seed after 
you, who will come from 
your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 
He shall build a house 
for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever.  I 
will be his Father, and he 
shall be My son."   (2 
Sam. 7:12-14, NKJV.) 

A dream house often takes years 
to plan and build.  Some people 
have to settle for building a 
basement first and living in it 
while they save and prepare for 
the completed upper story. 
David's "house" was like this. 
Solomon started as a wise and 
intimate friend of God, but the 
royal line of David's heirs was 
more base than basement for the 

(Continued on page 17) 
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I don’t find a lot of peace during

the Christmas holiday. I try to 
avoid malls and department stores 
because I know that I’ll find way 
too many people pushing and 
shoving to snatch up that ‘perfect’ 
Christmas gift. And the holiday 
traffic is anything but peaceful – 
tempers flaring over bumper-to-
bumper traffic and in trying to find 
a good parking spot.  

Now I don’t mean to sound “bah 
humbug!” about Christmas, but up 
against that backdrop comes a 
Christmas card in the mail from a 
f r iend or  family member 
proclaiming the angels’ message of 
“peace on earth, goodwill toward 
men.” Are you kidding? Where’s 
the peace? Where’s the goodwill? 
Not at the mall. Not in the traffic. 
Not in the world, for that matter. 
The season for celebrating the 
coming of the Prince of Peace 
reminds us of how very far we are 
from experiencing that peace in the 
world.  

While it’s easy to lament the lack 
of peace in the world, it’s more 
disquieting to come to terms with 
the lack of peace in our own lives. 
Shouldn’t disciples of Jesus 
experience firsthand the peace that 
only the Prince of Peace can bring? 
If so, how do we account for the 
stress, anxiety and distraction that 
we too often experience? Are 
Christians less stressed than non-
believers? Does the world take 
notice of our peace and calm 
amidst the natural and man-made 
crises that seem to continually rock 
the world?  
Now I don’t mean to send anyone 
on a guilt trip; especially since I 
e x p e r i e n c e  t h o s e  s a m e 
“nonpeaceful” feelings too often as 
well. But doesn’t it call each of us 

to reexamine our relationship with 
the Prince of Peace if our lives are 
often characterized by a lack of 
peace?  

There is a great deal of truth in the 
words of a song that is often heard 
during this season: “let there be 
peace on earth, and let it begin 
with me.” Perhaps the peace that 
“begins with me” is something 
different than the songwriter 
envisioned. We need to come to 
the peace negotiating table of the 
Lord ourselves before we can bring 
anyone else there. 

The Beatitudes of Jesus begin with 
the blessings of poverty of spirit, 
mourning, gentleness, and a hunger 
and thirst for righteousness. From 
there they progress to peacemaking 
(Matthew 5:1-9). We cannot 
become a peacemaker until we 
have come to terms with our own 
brokenness and experienced peace 
firsthand. We cannot negotiate a 
peace with others that we have not 
experienced ourselves. 

I’m learning that the qualities of 
the coming Kingdom of God – in 
particular, peace – must be evident 
in my life as a witness and example 
to others that I hope to influence to 
become Kingdom cit izens . 
Individual believers and the church 
collectively must experience and 
model those qualities that will be 
commonplace under the earthly 
reign of Jesus. That’s the message 
that seems abundantly clear in the 
Book of Acts  – the Early Church 
experienced and modeled Kingdom 
qualities that had a major impact 
on their world.  

The real challenge is in knowing 
how to truly experience these 
Kingdom qualities on a daily basis. 
How do we have the kind of 
relationship with the Prince of 

Peace that produces the quality of 
peace that is a witness and example 
to others?  

Philippians 4:6 holds an important 
key: “Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to 

God.” (New American Standard 

Version). It may sound trite to say 
“why worry when you can pray” 
but it really is true. The more we 
respond in prayer to “anxiety-
inducing” circumstances the more 
prevalent peace is amidst these 
circumstances. We allow the 
Prince of Peace to intercede on our 
behalf. 

Jesus says in John 14:27, "Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give to 

you; not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Do not let your heart 

be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 

(New American Standard Version). 

A few years ago I experienced 
some circumstances that caused me 
a great deal of anxiety. It was a 
very unpleasant time. In the midst 
of these circumstances Jesus’ 
words in John 14:27 became much 
more real to me. In fact, I found 
that by reading and reciting these 
words I could immediately 
experience peace in a very real 
way. I came to realize and 
experience the peace that the 
Prince of Peace wants each of us to 
have. 

 We celebrate the coming of the 
Prince of Peace this season. It is 
my prayer that each of us 
experience that peace firsthand, 
and that the presence of that peace 
in our lives will be a compelling 
example and witness to a world 
that so desperately needs peace.   � 

Prince of Peace By Pastor Steve Taylor 
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 Out of the Manger By Jeff Bull 

I love cradling a baby. My own

children are ten and thirteen, but 
I’d keep them little if I could. 
There’s a special pleasure in 
snuggling an infant, inhaling that 
baby-fresh newness and absorbing 
their warm toastiness, a tiny heart 
beating against mine. 

However, children do grow up. 
They are preprogrammed by God 
to mature into people gifted with 
the abilities and talents He’s given 
them. Where we see a tiny version 
of mom and dad, God sees the 
mature follower of Christ they 
will be, and the wonderful things 
He designed them to accomplish, 
and the lives they will touch.  

With each birthday, we celebrate 
not only the day when our child 
came into the world, but the 
growth they have experienced in 
another year’s passing. We 
r e m e m b e r  t h e  e v e n t s 
surrounding the day they were 
born, delight in how much they 
have changed and get a glimpse 
of the person into which they are 
blossoming. 

In the same way, the Son of God 
was not meant to stay an infant. 
While the story of his miraculous 
conception and birth is inspiring, 
it didn’t end in Bethlehem. God 
had a unique plan and a specific 
motive regarding Jesus.  

"For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” (John 
3:16, NIV)  

Jesus was born for a reason, one 
he wouldn’t have accomplished 
had he stayed a baby in a manger. 
It was only after he grew into a 
man that he could fully 
understand and fulfill his 

heavenly Father’s plan of dying 
on a cross, rising up in victory 
over death and ascending into 
immortality at God’s right hand to 
someday come again in glory. 

Think about all the miracles that 
would have gone undone, the 
parables untold, the life lessons 
u n t a u g h t  a n d  t h e  l o v e
undemonstrated, had Jesus never
gotten any further than his cradle.

This holiday, as you set up your 

nativity scene in preparation for 
Christmas, take an extra long look 
at the infant figurine and 
remember that he didn’t remain a 
child.  

Remember that he matured into 
the purpose for which God 
prepared him. As Luke 2:52 
reads, “And Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God 
and men.” 

Similarly, God has plans for each 
of us. He wants to save us from 
our sin and from death, but He 
also wants us to grow. He wants 

us to know all the joys of life and 
the delight of being uniquely His. 

We are born again through the 
waters of baptism and it is an 
exciting new beginning. However, 
we Christians sometimes fall into 
the trap of believing and living as 
if our acceptance of Christ is the 
end. It is the end, but it is the front 
end. 

With each year God wants our 
relationship with Him to deepen 
into a more intimate friendship; 
He wants us to stretch our 
spiritual wings, bear fruit for Him, 
and reflect His light to a dark, 
dying and lonely world. 

It is not enough that we were 
reborn. God wants His children to 
grow “until we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of 
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13, NIV). 

This Christmas, and every one 
to come, let the crèche be a 
reminder that we are to be 
another year more like Jesus. 
Another step nearer to God. 
Another mile further down the 
road of spiritual maturity. 

Another year closer to Christ’s 
return. 

And with the New Year as you 
put away the nativity scene, keep 
in mind that Jesus didn’t stay in 
the manger; he didn’t remain a 
baby. By the grace of God and 
with His blessings, neither will 
we. � 

About the author: 

Jeff Bull lives in Arizona with his 
wife Becky and two children, 
Charissa and Nathan. 

“And Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God 

and men.”
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 The Coming King By Pastor Dave Hixon 

It’s that time of year. We hustle

and bustle about trying to find the 
perfect presents, try to come up 
with the perfect meal.  We see the 
beautiful manger scenes. We 
can’t help but walk up to the little 
“cradle” and see the precious 
baby Jesus born in a manger. This 
single event fulfilled many Bible 
prophesies about our coming 
Messiah. What many fail to 
recognize is that only a small part 
of the prophesies about Jesus 
Christ were fulfilled at his birth! 
The greater majority of the 
prophesies about Christ are 
yet to be fulfilled! 

The Jews at the time of 
Christ had a similar problem. 
They knew the prophesies 
concerning their Messiah. 
They were students of the 
Bible. Sadly, their King was 
right before their eyes and 
what did they do? They 
crucified him. They were 
looking for a King. They 
wanted their Messiah to 
“save them now” as was evident 
from their chants on what we 
know as Palm Sunday. They 
shouted “Hosanna!” which means 
save now. What they failed to 
realize was, Christ had a job to do 
first. He first had to reconcile 
mankind to God through his 
ultimate sacrifice! They looked at 
the prophesies, but failed to see 
them as more than one part. They 
could not differentiate between 
his first and second coming. They 
wanted out from under Roman 
control then and there. 

Similarly today, most fail to 
realize the prophesies of Christ’s 
second coming. They want to 
leave him as the cute baby in the 

manger. They fail to realize he is 
now our King! Yes Christ did 
fulfill part of the prophesies. He 
died a horrible death on the cross 
for the sins of you and I. He 
spilled his innocent blood on the 
cross. He didn’t deserve to die. 
He was the only perfect human 
being ever to walk on the earth! 
He did this willingly so that you 
and I could have part in 
something so wonderful that 
words can hardly describe it. He, 
through his blood, gave us access 
to the throne of God! But what 

we need to look at is the 
wonderful promises that are yet to 
be fulfilled. 

To get a glimpse of these 
prophesies we need to take a look 
at the REAL Christ, as he appears 
today. John on the isle of Patmos, 
a prisoner of Rome, was given a 
vision of the real Christ. Take a 
look at Revelation 1:12-16. “I 

turned around to see the voice 

that was speaking to me. And 

when I turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands, and among the 

lampstands was someone like a 

son of man, dressed in a robe 

reaching down to his feet and 

with a golden sash around his 

chest. His head and hair were 

white like wool, as white as snow, 

and his eyes were like blazing 

fire. His feet were like bronze 

glowing in a furnace, and his 

voice was like the sound of 

rushing waters. In his right hand 

he held seven stars, and out of his 

mouth came a sharp double-

edged sword. His face was like 

the sun shining in all its 

brilliance.” This is the TRUE 
Jesus Christ! The way He appears 
today sitting at the right hand of 
God Himself. He is our King 
now, not a baby in a manger any 
longer.  

Elsewhere in Revelation, 
Christ is pictured as “The 
Lion from the tribe of 
Judah”. This is the image of 
our coming King of King 
and Lord of Lords. He will 
return to take what is 
rightfully his. He is 
returning to fulfill the 
prophesies the Jews looked 
for at his birth. He will 
establish the Kingdom of 
God on this earth, a 
Kingdom that will last 

throughout all eternity! 

Where will you and I be? If we 
still have the image of the cute 
little baby, we may miss the 
glorious return of our Messiah 
and King. We can have a part in 
all the wonderful promises of the 
Kingdom. We can be “Kings and 
Priests” in the Kingdom of God. 
We must first open our eyes and 
our hearts and we will see our 
King coming in all his glory in 
the clouds, and usher in the 
glorious Kingdom of God on this 
earth. Then there truly will be 
“Peace on earth and goodwill 
towards men”. � 
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Christmas is coming.  Family

gatherings, bright lights, 
colorfully wrapped gifts under a 
tree. 

Christmas is coming.  Long 
lines at the store, running too 
many different  directions to 
attend parties and trying to 
please all the family, credit card 
bills to be dealt with in January. 

Christmas is coming. Joy to the 
world! O Little Town of 
Bethlehem, What Child is 
this? 

In the midst of it all, all the 
activity, all the glitz and 
m a r k e t i n g , a n d 
materialism, all the 
sentiment, all the joy and 
all the stress, there is a 
simple story of a birth. 

That story has been largely 
overshadowed by layers of 
tradition.  Like a piece of 
antique furniture that’s 
been  repeatedly varnished 
and painted by generations 
of owners, there is a 
beautiful piece underneath, but 
first you must strip away some 
of the layers added by man to 
get to the genuine original. 

The fact that the story has been 
altered and amended in the 
telling and retelling should not 
surprise us.  We are all familiar 
with the ways that stories 
change in the telling.  Each 
teller tells the story from his or 
her perspective adding elements 
from their viewpoint with their 
particular audience in mind.  No 
two people experience the same 
event in exactly the same way. 

This is why the Bible tells us 
that in court there should be a 
minimum of two or three eye 
witnesses.  Each witness sees 
and experiences the event from 
a different perspective and 
together they can provide a 
picture of what really occurred.   

As we listen to the story as it’s 
told our minds help the story 
along.  We add in our own 
assumptions.  We picture in our 
minds what the events being 
described look like.  Who hasn’t 

had the experience of reading a 
novel’s description of a 
character and forming an image 
in our minds based on the 
description given, but also 
drawing from familiar people in 
our experience?  If the novel is 
made into a movie, an actor is 
chosen to play the role, and it is 
quite likely that the appearance 
of the actor playing the 
character will be very different 
than the one we imagined. 

As the story of Jesus was told 
and retold, it began to be 
changed.  With each generation 

of retelling, another layer of 
varnish was added.  We need to 
carefully, lovingly strip away 
the varnish to get to the 
beautiful original underneath. 

There is cultural varnish. Jesus 
was not a white baby.  Go into 
any museum and look at the 
European Renaissance paintings 
of Madonna and child and you 
would believe that Jesus was a 
little Italian boy, or perhaps 
German, French or English. 
J e s u s  w a s  a n  o l i v e 

complexioned Hebrew 
boy.  His parents were 
followers of YHWH. 
They believed that there 
was only one true God, 
creator of heaven and 
earth.  They would have 
grown up reciting the 
Shema Israel in their 
synagogue services “Hear 
O Israel, YHWH is God, 
YHWH alone” .  They 
would have understood 
that the one and only God 
entered into a Covenant 
with their  ancestor 
Abraham to make them a 
great nation and to give 

them the land as an inheritance. 
They would have  understood 
that the Kingship of Israel was 
granted to David and his heirs. 
And they would have been 
living in the hope that an heir to 
David’s throne would emerge 
who would unite the kingdom 
and grant them freedom from 
generations of oppression by a 
succession of dominating world 
empires from Babylon to Rome. 

They would have been familiar 
with such passages as: 

(Continued on page 13) 

The Birth of Jesus, Unvarnished 
Why I Believe in the Human Jesus By Pastor Jeff Fletcher 
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“I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between 
your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and  you  will 
strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

“Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign:  The virgin will 
be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel, whose origins 
are from of old, from ancient 
times.” (Micah 5:2)  

They may never have imagined 
that events would unfold in the 
way they did, but they would 
have shared a common 
background, common language, 
common perspective, common 
world view that would have 
helped them understand and 
interpret the events as they 
unfolded.  And the same was 
true for the first generations that 
heard the story who shared their 
Hebrew background.  So when 
Matthew tells the story he was 
able to refer back to these shared 
texts and understandings  to 
interpret Jesus’ birth to his 
audience. 

But as the story began to be told 
to different cultures, they didn’t 
share the same worldview. The 
story began to be shared with 
people who didn’t believe in one 
God, YHWH, but multiple gods. 
The story was told to people 
who were more familiar with the 
legend of Mithras, who was a 

god who came down to earth in 
the form of a baby, a god whose 
birth was celebrated at the time 
of the winter solstice, December 
25. And for these people, as the
story of Jesus was told to them,
they began to add elements of
their stories.  Jesus, a baby, the
son of God, born of a virgin…
that sounds a lot like another
story… and the stories merged,
and eventually the story was
retold that Jesus was God or
member of the godhead who
was incarnated as a child and
born of Mary in  a manger in
Bethlehem on December 25th.
And the layers of varnish began
to build up.  Political Varnish,
T h e o l o g i c a l  V a r n i s h ,
Ecclesiological Varnish.

For years there were parallel 
accounts of the story being 
taught and as the world of 
politics began to mix with the 
telling of the story of Jesus 
strong divisions emerged.  For 
some, Jesus was the human 
messiah, born of a virgin. For 
some he was an angel come to 
earth.  For others, Jesus was 
God the Son, Incarnated in the 
virgin Mary.  When the 
controversy reached the ears of 
the emperor, who had already 
determined that the Christian 
Religion could be used as a tool 
to bring unity to his empire, he 
acted to stop the controversy 
and ordered the two sides to get 
together.  In the process of much 
political chicanery, those who 
taught a Hebrew human messiah 
were silenced, killed, or driven 
underground, their writings were 
destroyed or hidden away, and 
the varnished version of Jesus 
became predominant. 

However, with the advent of the 
printing press making books 
available to not only scholars 
but to the common man, and 
reformers such as Martin Luther 
and William Tyndale daring to 
translate the ancient Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew texts into the 
common spoken languages of 
the day, people began to be able 
to read the story of Jesus for 
themselves.  Now, many still 
read the texts with the 
preconceptions still firmly in 
their minds, so that when they 
see Jesus, a human baby born of 
Mary, they imagine it to be God 
the Son incarnate, not because 
that’s what’s  written in the 
Bible, but because that’s what 
they’ve been trained to see.  At 
the same time others have 
worked to strip away the layers 
of varnish to see underneath the 
original, unvarnished Gospel of 
Jesus, the human child of God, 
born of Mary, a young woman 
who was chosen by God to bear 
God’s anointed King. 

One might rightly ask the 
question, what difference does it 
make?  Does it matter if Jesus 
was a human, or if Jesus was 
God appearing as a human, or as 
a hybrid God-Man? 

While to some it may seem to be 
theological hairsplitting, I do 
think it’s important.  If Jesus is 
truly God in a human suit, as 
many imagine, then he wasn’t 
really tempted in the same way 
as we are tempted.  One of the 
characteristics of God is that He 
cannot be tempted by evil.  If 
Jesus is God then it’s not at all 
remarkable that he was “tempted 
in every way just as we are-yet 

(Continued from page 12) 
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was without sin” (Heb. 4:15)  If 
Jesus only appeared to be human 
than it stands to reason that he only 
appeared to be tempted.  Which is 
to say that we don’t really have an 
advocate with the Father who 
understands what it is really like to 
be tempted, which means there is 
no sympathetic mediator between 
us and the father, which means that 
it impossible for us to “approach 
the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need” as Hebrews 4:16 
tells us we can do through faith in 
Christ.   

So the person of Jesus, whether he 
is a God-Man or the human son of 
God, does make a very practical 
difference in our daily experience 
of temptation.  As I face the 
struggles against sin that are 
common to man and I appeal to 
Jesus for help, and mercy and 
grace, can I do so with confidence? 
That’s a big deal to me.  If you 
take that away from me by 
presenting a god incognito in place 
of a human messiah, you’ve 
robbed me of a major piece of 
armor in my struggle against sin.   

 Apart from very personal and 
practical reasons why it’s 
important to understand the 
humanity of Jesus, I believe there 
is an important Faith issue at stake. 
God has revealed himself in 
scripture to be “the Alpha and the 
Omega, who is and who was, and 
w h o  i s  t o  c o m e  t h e 
Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8)  By 
this God is saying, I am, I always 
have been and always will be.  God 
is God, and as God he is eternal.  It 
is in the nature of one who is 
eternal that he is not subject to 

death.  Put quite succinctly, God 
cannot die.  

At the heart of the story of Jesus’ 
birth is his death.  Among items 
brought to him by the Magi was 
myr rh .    Unde r  no rma l 
circumstances this was a bizarre if 
not entirely inappropriate gift for a 
young child.  In the ancient world 
myrrh, a highly aromatic resin was 
used in embalming the dead.  It 
had no place in the celebration of a 
birth of a healthy boy.  It’s use in 
this instance was as a prophetic 
foreshadowing of Jesus’ death 
carrying a special significance. 
Not only was Jesus to be the 
Messianic King (gold) and High 
Priest (frankincense) but he was 
also to be the Sacrificial Lamb. He 
fulfilled not only the messianic 
prophecies of David, but also 
promises of  the Suffering Servant, 
the “lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world.” 

 In order for Jesus to fulfill the role 
of the sacrificial lamb, he had, by 
necessity, to suffer a real death. 
While there have always been 
conspiracy theorists who claim that 
Jesus didn’t really die but that he 
faked his death, the Biblical 
accounts are unanimous, Jesus died 
on the cross and God raised him 
from the dead and there were 
numerous eye witness accounts of 
a post-resurrection Jesus.  So the 
salvation hope upon which all 
Christians base their faith is a real 
death of Jesus and a real 
resurrection.  If Jesus was not a 
real human being, but God 
masquerading in flesh, then in 
what sense could he have actually 
died?  If Jesus was God in flesh 
who went on a 3 day preaching 
revival in hell and then came back 
up to the tomb on Sunday 

Morning, then he didn’t die in the 
same way that humans die.  He 
wasn’t really dead.  And as Paul 
clearly states, if there is no death of 
Jesus and no resurrection from the 
dead then our faith is “futile” (I 
Corinthians 15:17). 

As you celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
take time apart from the parties and 
presents, to give serious thought to 
the essential story underneath it all. 
A story of God’s love, who 
allowed his human son, the baby 
born in Bethlehem, to experience 
all of the fullness of life, including 
it’s temptations, and then to die on 
the cross for our sins.  God raised 
up His dead human son, and 
granted him everlasting life.  Jesus, 
who by virtue of his obedience to 
the father and great humility, has 
been raised up and exalted and 
given a name that is above all 
names, he has been given all 
authority in heaven and earth, he is 
the bridge between God and 
people.  Jesus is our man in 
heaven. And when Jesus returns to 
establish God’s government on 
earth and bring an end to sin and 
death, he will raise us up to be like 
him.   

The babe born in Bethlehem who’s 
life began in the womb of Mary 
has become God’s son and when 
we trust him and follow his path, 
we too become Sons and 
Daughters of God who will live 
and reign forever with Christ.  That 
is the best present anyone could 
ever receive.  Receive it and share 
it this Christmas. � 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Report on Hurricane Katrina By Dr. Joe Martin 

Most of you that will be reading

this might know that I am a native 
of Louisiana, specifically Pumpkin 
Center, a little community north of 
New Orleans and east of Baton 
Rouge.  I would like to give you a 
ground level perspective about the 
situation I found on a recent visit.  

Traveling from Atlanta there, as I 
reached Biloxi, all the trees had 
fallen to the north indicating the 
counterclockwise swirl of the 
tremendous winds of Katrina.  I 
found it extremely profound 
that many of the Casino signs 
along I-10 were “bowing” to 
God.  By the way there are over 
a hundred of those signs.  As I 
reached the Pearl River and 
entered Louisiana around 
Slidell, the trees and signs were 
fallen towards the south from 
the opposite side of the 
hurricane.   As I crossed the 
main bridge listening to WWL 
radio an old New Orleans 
station, the Governor was at a 
ceremony at the opening of one 
lane of I-10 that comes out of 
New Orleans.   There will be 
one lane going and one lane 
coming.   The other section will 
not be ready for a long time.   The 
water surges from the hurricane 
wiped many of the sections into 
Lake Ponchatrain.   

Our two main churches in the area 
are the Happy Woods Church 
between the towns of Hammond 
and Ponchatoula, and the Blood 
River Church, southwest of 
Springfield.    I graduated from 
Ponchatoula High and went to 
Southeastern University which is 
in Hammond.   Pumpkin Center is 
about seven miles due west of the 
Happy Woods church and 7 miles 
north of the Blood River church.  I 

met with both Rob Bernheisel, 
pastor at Happy Woods, and Pastor 
John Wincapaw from Blood 
River.   It looks like the evacuees 
will be an opportunity for ministry 
over the next two years.   

An example of this is that the 30 
acres at the end of the Pumpkin 
Center Road and I-12 has been 
leased by FEMA.  The land is 
cleared and they are to put 10 
trailers per acre (300 families).   
My sister in law, a teacher at 
Ponchatoula Elementary said they 

had an additional 100 + students 
(600 originally).   Some estimate 
that 30% will NOT go back to New 
Orleans. That may be both a 
blessing and a curse to the area in 
terms of economics.  John 
suggested and I concur that some 
of the money collected by the 
General Conference be kept in 
reserve to be used by the churches 
in the area as needs arise. John had 
met and talked with five families 
that week.  He said at one place 
they had an apartment but no 
furnishings. 

The Happy Woods church 
sustained close to $10,000 worth of 
damage.   An oak fell on the 
classroom wing of the church 

building.  I suggested to Rob that 
the spirit of those giving would 
possibly make money available to 
cover any deductibles necessary. 
The church sustained other tree and 
minor property damage.   Rob is 
ministering to several who are 
displaced.  Some young people 
were students in the New Orleans 
area and were being housed “back 
home.” 

All in all, most of the church 
families feel blessed compared to 
the people of New Orleans and 

Mississippi.  My brother, who 
is doing insurance adjusting in 
New Orleans, showed me his 
personal video of homes 
around the levee break.   It was 
bad.   We need to pray for the 
churches and all in the area for 
years to come.   It will be a 
challenge.   Thank you for 
your generous contributions. 
May God bless you and them. 

One final funny, Jay Leno in 
his comedy routine noted the 
hurricanes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, etc. and kindly 
asked, “Is this any time to be 

considering taking ‘under God’ out 
of the pledge of allegiance?” I 
concur with that also. We are 
living is times of birth pain if I 
read Matthew 24 correctly.  Even 
so, come Lord Jesus.   

We’d like to thank those who 
contributed to the needs of those 
affected by Hurricane Katrina. 
Total giving through the General 
Conference was $24,188.00. 
Below are some excerpts from 
thank you notes written for 
assistance.   � 

Pastor Rob Bernheisel showing Hurricane Katrina  
damage. 
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Enjoy the Splendor of the Great Smoky Enjoy the Splendor of the Great Smoky Enjoy the Splendor of the Great Smoky Enjoy the Splendor of the Great Smoky 
Mountains at Mountains at Mountains at Mountains at     

Christian Workers’ Seminar 2006 
New Date! 

March 26-31 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
For more information contact Robin Taylor @ 404.362.0052 or rtaylor@abc-coggc.org 

“Building a Better Believer”“Building a Better Believer”“Building a Better Believer”“Building a Better Believer”    

general communications. 

What the Amendment Does:  The 
current requirement that the names of 
nominees be sent to the General 
Conference by May 1 is removed, and 
reference to publication in a specific 
issue of the Progress Journal is 
removed. 

Anticipated Change to Current 

Practice: This would allow the 
submission and publication of the 
names of nominees for the Board of 
Directors at the appropriate time, 
especially if the annual meeting date 
was changed by Board or delegate 
action. No other change is anticipated. 

************************* 
Article IV, Section 5 

Current Version: Section 5. 
Nominations printed in the Progress 
Journal will be brought to the floor of 
the business session by the Chairman 
at least one day before the day set for 
the election. Additional nominations 
will be received from the floor, and 
shall not be closed with fewer than 
one more nomination than the number 
of directorships. 

Amended Version: Section 5. 

Nominations will be brought to the 

floor of the business session by the 

Chairman before the time set for 

the election. Additional nominations 

will be received from the floor, and 

shall not be closed with fewer than 

one more nomination than the 

number of directorships. 

What the Amendment Does: 
Nominees for the Board must be 
introduced to the delegates prior to the 
election, but there would be no 
mandatory delay for a full day before 
the election could then take place. 

Anticipated Change to Current 

Practice: This change does not 
necessarily mean that the length of the 
annual meeting would be changed in 
any way. Instead, it means that the 
mechanics of the election do not 
require that the annual meeting take 2 
days for the election alone. The length 
of General Conference would be 
based on the wishes of the delegates 
and the Board. � 

(Continued from page 5) 
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house that God was building for 
David.  That basement was often 
cold and damp, with very little 
presence of God allowed.  But 
through the years of the Old 
Testament, a remnant always 
yearned for that intimacy with 
God that brings inner peace. 
And promises were always 
being made to them. 

A song by David that is often 
quoted in the New Testament 
put those promises and yearning 
together.  Psalm 2 was sung 
millions of times by those 
seeking God. 

Part of it goes like this:  "Yet I 
have set My King on my holy 
hill of Zion."  "I will declare the 
decree: The Lord has said to 
Me, You are My Son, today I 
have begotten You.  Ask of Me, 
and I will give You the nations 
for Your inheritance...""Serve 
the LORD with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling.  Kiss the 
Son...Blessed are all those who 
put their trust in Him."  While 
quoting from this song in 
Hebrews 5, a New Testament 
writer confirms that "Christ did 
not glorify Himself to become 
High Priest, but it was He who 
said to Him:  'You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten 
You. '. . .And having been 
perfected, He became the author 
of eternal salvation to all who 
obey Him."   (Heb. 5:5-9, 
NKJV.)   All the wishing in the 
world could not have made this 
happen.  But by God's incredible 
insight into our needs and His 
ability to satisfy our deepest 
longings, Jesus was conceived 
and born and glorified. That 
special birth, which had built up 

such great  expectations, 
exceeded every heart's desire 
and longing! 

And it still does.  Gloria Gaynor 
relates how it happened to her." 
It was 1982 and I was the 
'Queen of Disco,' with more 
success as a singer than I could 
ever have dreamed of.  My 
single 'I Will Survive' had been 
a hit, topping charts around the 
world, and yet I still felt 
empty....(Then) my mother--my 
closest companion--died. With 
her gone I became more and 
more aware of a great emptiness 
at the center of my life.  I was 
looking for something to fill the 
ache inside me, yearning for 
something I couldn't even 
identify....For the first time, I 
was really ready for whatever 
God told me. At home I sat at 
my dining room table with my 
study Bible. I prayed, God, I 
want to know who Jesus is.  I'm 
listening. I want to hear from 
you...My Bible fell open to a 
chapter titled 'Harmony of the 
Gospels.'  Verse by verse it 
showed how the Old Testament 
prophecies were fulfilled.  I 
wrote and studied and read.  The 
verse that really spoke to me, a 
verse I had sung in Handel's 
Messiah as a schoolgirl, came 
from Isaiah:  'Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son 
and shall call his name 
Immanuel' (7:14).  At that 
moment, the Good News spoke 
to me. 

Gloria was reading about a dark 
period in Israel's history, with 
invaders threatening.   God 
continued His promise a few 
chapters later:  "Nevertheless 
the gloom will not be upon her 

who is distressed...In Galilee of 
the Gentiles.  The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; Those who dwelt in 
the shadow of death, upon them 
a light has shined.  You have 
multiplied the nation and 
increased its joy, they rejoice 
before you...For unto us a Child 
is born, unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His 
name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor,  Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of His 
government and peace there will 
be no end, upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom, to 
order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice from that 
time forward, even forever.  The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this."  (Isa. 9:1-7, 
NKJV.)  Once again, it is 
promised that no human effort 
will bring about this great 
cluster of blessings, but the zeal 
(excited enthusiastic efforts) of 
the Lord will bring this to us! 
There could be no greater 
guarantee! 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy Forever! � 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The Restitution Herald & Progress Journal 18 December 2005 

 

Rebekah  Mart in ,  Warren

Sorenson, and I left on October 10 
for Malawi, East Africa.  Our 
mission was to provide assistance 
to the nearly 4,000 families who 
attend our Association of churches 
in Malawi and Mozambique.  At 
our Lord’s Harvest Mission Board 
meeting in early September, we 
discussed the great need to assist 
our brothers and sisters in Christ 
who are facing the prospect of 
starving to death in the months 
ahead.  As a Board we recognize 
there are no easy solutions to the 
recurring famine crises in Malawi, 
but after doing research, we 
developed a three pronged 
approach to provide long term 
assistance.  Our plan included: 
digging or drilling wells in 
places where there are no 
streams or rivers; distributing 
seed/fertilizer starter packs; 
and providing bucket irrigation 
kits.  Rather than providing 
food, our mission board feels 
that it is vital to help the 
people help themselves. 

Here is what we did to 
implement our plan: 

Wells – Contrary to what we had 
been told on previous trips, we 
learned that the people CAN use 
the wells in their villages for 
water. They are not allowed to put 
pipes into them but they can draw 
water and carry it to their plants. 
We discovered that hand dug 
wells, in the southern portion of 
the country, cost $100-200. 
However, most of our church 
families have fairly easy access to 
either the village well or to the 
river in this area. The areas where 
there is a greater need, the wells 
would have to be drilled at a cost 

of between $2000-3000 each. 
Since water is available to many of 
our members, and because of the 
major cost of drilling wells, we 
decided not to provide wells at this 
time.  We would like to raise 
additional funds in the future to 
assist with some wells where there 
is a greater need.  We also learned 
that some groups are providing a 
reservoir for use in some areas. 
We will get more information on 
this.  

Bucket Kits – The twenty kits that 
were ordered prior to our trip did 
not arrive. But we made 
arrangements for them to be 

provided by a local company.  We 
are providing 10 kits to go to the 
Pastors in Mozambique and 10 to 
the Pastors in Malawi. We 
instructed them to give the kits to 
families who would use them and 
then report back to us and to the 
others on their success. Our desire 
is to provide more of these in the 
future if the trial ones work well. 
We took the Pastors who serve on 
the Malawi Board of Directors to a 
place where they were being used 
so they could see them at work. 
They seemed very excited about 
the possibility of using them.  

Starter Packets - We purchased 
two different sized packets. The 
lower portion of the country seems 
to have more fertile soil than the 
section to the north of Blantyre. 
For the lower districts we 
purchased 7 kilogram packets 
which contained two kinds of 
fertilizer and maize seed. We 
purchased 2,444 bags for 
distribution in Malawi and 556 
bags for Mozambique.  This 
number was based on the number 
of families using last year’s 
attendance records plus a few 
extra.   However, we discovered 
that the numbers of families 

attending our churches had 
increased from last year.  We 
prorated the bags among the 
churches and encouraged the 
pastors to select those with the 
greater need to receive the 
packets. 

When we delivered to one 
area, 7 of the Pastors refused 
the packets. They complained 
that the packets were too small 
and that there weren't enough 
so they would not accept them. 
We explained that we had 
done the best we could but that 

they had every right to refuse 
them. We were very sad to see the 
non-Christ-like spirit of these 
seven pastors. 

Last October when Warren, 
Rebekah and I went to Malawi, the 
Pastors asked for guidelines and 
discipline procedures for their 
Pastors. We put those together and 
presented them to the Pastors. 
They were very appreciative. The 
policies are based on the same 
guide l ines  for  minis ter ia l 

(Continued on page 19) 

Africa Update By Judy Myers 

Malawi children celebrating the arrival of 
starter packs. 
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recognition which govern our Pastors here in the 
States. 

We were pleased with the Spiritual growth we saw in 
the Malawi Board of Directors. They seem to be 
working well together. They spoke very 
appreciatively about each other and the way they were 
pulling together in ministry. 

We praise God for the generous support from 
churches and individuals in the amount of $16,131.61 
for this project.  We spent $16,395 for the 

seed/fertilizer packets and the bucket irrigation kits. 
This is a remarkable response to this need in light of 
the funds that were contributed for Katrina relief and 
other projects this fall and the short notice we gave to 
raise these funds.  If any additional funds are 
contributed for this project, we will hold the money to 
buy additional bucket kits if it is determined that they 
are beneficial to the people and/or provide some 
wells. 

Special thanks to all for your prayers for the trip as 
well as the money that you have so generously 

provided to assist 
our brothers and 
sisters in Africa. 
May God richly 
bless you as you 
continually reach 
out as blessings to 
others. � 

--Judy Myers, LHI 
Chair. 

Malawi Board 
Back Row: Pastors Moyo, Matwary, Frazier 
Front Row: Pastor Namaona, Daud, Maxwell 

Africa Team distributing bucket kits and 
starter packs. 

Tel: 800.347.4261 

“ The End-Time Timeline” 
 By Jim Mattison 

“A very sincere and hopefully truthful 
attempt has been made to “rightly divide 
the word of truth.” I offer to you this honest 
attempt to bring to you a deeper 
understanding of prophecy and a renewed zeal to seek 
the way of God. If this book causes this to happen, praise 
God.” 

Available at  
Atlanta Bible College! 
Order NOW by phone or 

internet! 

New Book 

For Sale!! An exciting new book that covers end-time prophecies in order of 
occurrence, starting with Antichrist's seven year covenant with Is-
rael and his placing the Abomination in the Temple in Daniel 9, then 
looking at Jesus' Matthew 24 outline, including this abomination and 
the following Great Tribulation.  Immediately after that the signs in 
the sky, Christ comes in glory, then sends the angels out with a 
trumpet sound to gather His people.  There is a careful study of the 
Book of Revelation and the events before, during, and after the Day 
of the LORD, concluding with Christ's 1000 year reign on earth and 
the turning over of the perfect Kingdom to God that God may be all 
in all.  Enjoy! 

www.abc-coggc.org

Atlanta Bible 
College 

MORROW, GA 30260 
PO BOX 100,000 

Africa Update continued... By Rebekah Martin 
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Income Budget Report for October 2005 

September 
Budget Actual Variance Variance 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 
 General Contributions 100,000 92,710 -7,290 -3,782

 Building Our Future Campaign 99,077 20,505 -78,572 -73,833

 BOF Challenge Gift 0 0 
 BOF General Membership Response 0 -20,400

 BOF Alumni Association Response 0 -105

G.C. - Devises & Bequests 1,667 1,628 -39 -29

ABC Boosters 4,333 9,324 4,991 -640

 Subtotal 205,077 124,167 -80,910 -78,284

SALES: 
 Christian Education Materials 11,284 5,914 -5,370 -2,553

 Books 7,333 10,933 3,600 4,418

 Age to Come Media Products 100 72 -28 -3

 Theological Journal 100 24 -76 -51

 Sale of Assets 0 1,000 1,000 1,000 

 Subtotal 18,817 17,943 -874 2,811 

ABC: 
 Tuition 41,667 36,244 -5,423 4,607 
 Korean Extension Tuition 38,333 97,500 59,167 68,750 
 Lodging 17,333 20,940 3,607 7,530 
 Washers/Dryers 400 624 224 -300

 Rentals - ABC Plant 1,867 2,490 623 775

 Late Fees/Rent 1,833 3,588 1,755 1,411 
 Fees 1,467 1,940 473 635 

 Subtotal 102,900 163,326 60,426 83,408 

PROGRAM INCOME: 
 Conferences & Workshops *** 3,667 -24,521 -28,188 -26,933

 Subtotal 3,667 -24,521 -28,188 -26,933

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest 333 0 -333 -250

 Transferred In 2,267 2,092 -175 -125

 Subtotal 2,600 2,092 -508 -375

 Income Total 333,061 283,007 -50,054 -19,373

Building Our Future Campaign 

Total contributions since inception (2003) 225,477 

 *** Actual 'Conferences and Workshops' net income shows as a negative number partially because some FUEL 
 and General Conference income was received in June, 2005, prior to the start of this fiscal year. 

• These statements report College/Conference income and expense for July, 2005 through June, 2006.

• The ‘Budget’ column in each report shows the year-to-date portion of the annual budget for each line item.

• The ‘Variance’ column in each report shows the difference between the amount budgeted and the amount actually

received (income) or spent (expense). A positive number in this column means the income or expense is better than
budgeted. A negative number in this column means the income or expense is worse than budgeted.
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Expense Budget Report for October 2005 

September 
Budget Actual Variance Variance 

STAFF: 
 Salaries & Wages 161,440 148,025 13,415 14,398 
F.I.C.A. Tax 1,833 2,053 -220 -10

Employee Benefits 29,384 30,203 -819 -564

     Subtotal 192,657 180,281 12,376 13,825 
SERVICES: 

 Assistance to Churches 9,667 4,900 4,767 3,350 
 Ministerial Association 3,200 3,200 0 0 
 Youth Program 4,000 4,000 0 0 

     Subtotal 16,867 12,100 4,767 3,350 
SALES EXPENSE: 

 Printing & Binding 9,333 9,807 -474 1,464 
 Postage & Shipping 5,000 4,456 544 -181

 Book Store 4,667 7,480 -2,813 -2,250

     Subtotal 19,000 21,743 -2,743 -967

ABC: 
 Clayton Rebate 667 0 667 500

 Advertising--Recruitment 1,167 715 452 331

 ABC Korean Extension Support 10,333 13,500 -3,167 -5,750

 Library Periodicals 500 99 401 276

 Library Books 333 0 333 250 
 Staff Periodicals, Books, Dues 233 481 -248 42 
 Staff Training 1,000 831 169 -1

     Subtotal 14,233 15,626 -1,393 -4,352

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Travel 10,000 11,057 -1,057 2,375

 Motor Vehicles 933 457 476 251

 Office Supplies & Expense 5,000 3,188 1,812 1,053

 Professional Services 3,667 1,159 2,508 2,391

 Telephone 7,500 7,805 -305 -367

 Insurance - Non Plant 200 43 157 107

 Supplies & Expense 1,000 1,690 -690 -510

 Repairs/Maintenance - Non Plant 8,333 4,925 3,408 2,362

     Subtotal 36,633 30,324 6,309 7,662 
PLANT EXPENSES: 

 Utilities 10,667 14,705 -4,038 -4,208

 Insurance - Property 5,000 6,745 -1,745 378

 Repairs/Maintenance - Plant 1,667 5,658 -3,991 -2,974

 Furniture & Equipment 1,667 9,991 -8,324 -8,741

 Supplies/Expenses Plant 1,667 2,371 -704 -632

     Subtotal 20,667 39,470 -18,803 -16,177

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest 9,333 9,486 -153 -102

 Other 2,000 1,587 413 342

 Subtotal 11,333 11,073 260 240 

 Expense Total 311,391 310,617 774 3,581 

GRAND TOTAL (Income less Expense) 21,670 -27,610 -49,281 -99,057
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 Church News 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    

Georgia 
Simple Teachings – Jimmy Hughes, Jamala Wilson (9/20/05) 
by Pastor Rebekah Martin; Aquelia Gleaton (9/20/05) by 
Pastor Rufus Meyers; Chrystal Wright (9/25/05) by Pastor 
Rebekah Martin 

Illinois 
Oregon – Nathaniel Zachary Hall (9/4/05) by Kerry Hall 

Indiana 
Country Chapel - Rory Nelson (8/21/05) by Shaun Fewell, 
with Erin Weikle and Ken Howe assisting 

Michigan 
North Kent – Dan Siderius, Nicole Siderius (10/2/05) by 
Pastor Michael Cisler 

 Minnesota 
Litchfield – Jacob Thomas Housman (8/21/05) by Pastor 
Dale Swartz 

Ohio 
Lawrenceville – John, Mary & Wendy Kibler, Hannah Evans, 
Rachel Bevan (9/11/05); Andrew and Kaitlyn Hedges, Zane 
Martin (10/2/05) by Pastor Alan Cain 

North Hills – McKenzie Koons (8/28/05) by Pastor Seth Ross 

Troy View – Ralph Underwood (7/24/05) by Kent Snyder; 
Katlyn Lucas (7/31/05) by Pastor Steve Zimbelman 

Ontario, Canada 
Freedom in Christ – Kevin Barbosa da Silva, Brian Barbosa 
da Silva, Lily Barbosa da Silva (8/21/05) by Pastor Steve 
Bolhous 

South Carolina 
Bethel – Kayla Hammond (10/23/05) by Pastor Jeff Fletcher 

Guthrie Grove – Wayne Picklesimer (10/2/05) by Pastors 
Mike Montgomery and James Mattison 

Texas 
Gatesville – Jimbo Russell (10/30/05) by Pastor Travis 
Ramsey 

Virginia 
Cool Spring – Phillip Culley, Jamie Culley (8/14/05), Chris 

Paulisch (10/2/05); Ronnie Beall (10/30/05) by Pastor Dale 
Ramsey 

Fort Valley – Jamie Shell (7/24/05) by Pastor Chris Seiders; 
Tyler Simpson (8/12/05) by Pastor Chris Seiders at 
Blanchard Family Camp, Coldwater Lake 

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths    

Illinois 
Dixon – Jean Slain, 86 (8/6/05); Fredrick Zbinden, 107 
(10/24/05), born in Switzerland and came to the United 
States in 1920. Services by Pastor Hollis Partlowe 

Oregon – Richard Fridley (1/8/05). Service by Pastors 
Michael Hoffman and Russ Magaw; Edna Alvey, 84 
(8/28/05). Service by Pastor Michael Hoffman 

Ohio 
Bedford – Howard Cramer, 90 (10/30/05). He, along with his 
wife, began the Bedford Church in 1952 with G. E. Marsh as 
Bible study leader in their home. Service by Pastor Rex Cain 

Ontario, Canada  
Glad Tidings – Reta Harrod, 91 (11/5/05), longest serving 
member of the Glad Tidings Church of God. Service by 
Pastor Michael Brown 

Minnesota 
Eden Valley – Mildred Parks, 90 (8/5/05). Service by Pastor 
Daniel Smead 

Litchfield – Vivian Mills, 91 (10/6/05); Elaine Roepke, 75 
(10/9/05). Services by Pastor Dale Swartz 

South Carolina 
Bethel – Clarage Guthrie (9/17/05), member of the Guthrie 
Grove church. Service by Pastor Jeff Fletcher 

Guthrie Grove - Cora M. (Corine) James (10/21/05), long 
time member. Service by Pastor Mike Montgomery and Elder 
Joe James; Wyman Harris (9/24/05). Service by Pastors 
Mike Montgomery and Wally Winner 

MarriagesMarriagesMarriagesMarriages    

Missouri 
Fredericktown – Billy Dunn and Lacey Belli (7/15/05) by 
Pastor Jon T. Welch 
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Prayer & Praise 
January  2006 

February  2006 

1 Pray that Jesus will return to the earth soon. 
2 Pray for Atlanta Bible College students as they prepare 

for  their second semester studies. 
3 Pray for Pastor Rufus and Jerri Meyers and the Simple 

Teachings Bible Church in Morrow, GA. 
4 Pray for outreach work in Lima, Peru. 
5 Pray for the outreach ministries of your church. 
6 Praise God that we can be a part of the family of God. 
7 Pray for instructors as they teach Korean language classes 

at ABC this semester. 
8 Pray for Pastor Warren and Irene Sorenson and the 

Simi Valley, CA Church. 
9 Pray for Tim Jones, Chief Administrative Officer of the 

ABC/General Conference. 
10 Praise God for a recent answer to a prayer. 
11 Pray for Pastor Chris and Jennifer Seiders and their ministry 

at Fort Valley, VA. 
12 Praise God for Korean Churches of God in California. 
13 Pray for Pastor Gary and Glenda Turner and the New Life 

Bible Church of Winnebago, IL. 
14 Pray for Amanda Musch - staff member at ABC. 
15 Praise God for financial and prayer supporters of the 

College/Conference. 
16 Praise God for the freedom to worship God. 
17 Pray for someone you know who needs to accept Jesus as 

Savior. 

18 Pray for an opportunity to share Christ with someone 
this week. 

19 Pray for Pastor Dan and Amy Kennedy and their work at 
Winnebago New Life Church in Illinois. 

20 Pray for the American and Korean congregations in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

21 Pray for your pastor and family. 
22 Pray for teachers in your local church. 
23 Praise God for those who give of their time and talents in 

serving on Conference advisory committees. 
24 Pray for your nation’s leaders. 
25 Pray for the Board of Directors of Atlanta Bible 

College/Church of God General Conference. 
26 Pray for Gary Burnham, Operations Manager of the 

College/Conference. 
27 Pray for opportunities to start new churches. 
28 Pray for Pastor Larry and Karen Mayberry and the 

Pennellwood Church in Wyoming, MI. 
29 Praise God for the direction He provides for your life. 
30 Praise God for the many students who are preparing for 

ministry at ABC. 
31 Pray for “shut-in” members who cannot meet regularly with 

other believers. 

1 Pray for churches that are seeking pastors. 
2 Pray for the students at Atlanta Bible College. 
3 Pray for someone you know who needs to accept 

Christ. 
4 Praise God for your family and friends. 
5 Pray for Anthony and Barbara Buzzard and the 

Restoration Church of God in Fayetteville, GA. 
6 Pray for the Pastor’s Conference this week in Atlanta. 
7 Pray for our Ministerial Association Leadership Team. 
8 Pray that God will raise up many donors for ABC’s financial 

needs. 
9 Pray for safety for pastors as they return home from 

their Conference in Atlanta. 
10 Pray for the members of your church family. 
11 Pray for a renewed spirit of evangelism and revival in 

our churches. 
12 Praise God for the opportunities He has provided for 

outreach in Russia. 
13 Praise God for the Board of Directors and its 

leadership. 
14 Pray for the ministries of your local church. 
15 Pray for youth and youth ministries in the Church of 

God. 

16 Pray for Pastor Alan and Susan Cain and the Lawrenceville, 
OH church. 

17 Pray for the Young Adult Retreat and Jon Cheatwood 
as he leads it. 

18 Praise God for a recent answer to prayer. 
19 Pray for the brethren in the Philippines. 
20 Pray for retired Pastor Richard K. Smith and his wife 

Dorothy Jean. 
21 Pray for someone you know who is in need of healing 

(physical, emotional, or spiritual). 
22 Praise God for the work of those preparing Christian 

Education materials. 
23 Pray for the staff at the College/Conference. 
24 Pray for Stepan andTracy Zhykhovich and their work in 

Russia. 
25 Pray for the church in Magazine, AR. 
25 Praise God for the ministry of Pastor Beder Ucanay in Lima, 

Peru. 
27   Praise God for the promise of a new heaven and earth. 
28 Pray for the teachers in your local church. 
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International Students Admitted 

for January 2006 (do not have 

visas yet) 

Adegboyega, Kunle - Nigeria 
Amwata, Damaris - Kenya 
Ayieko, Lilian  - Kenya 
Babere, Julius - Kenya 
Basil, Saint Kelvin - Nigeria 
Bean, Andre - Bermuda 
Chacha, Sammy - Kenya 
Chilobwa, Fredrick - Zambia 
Jodo, Pauline - Kenya 
Juma, Samuel - Kenya 
Kaliti, Meshack - Kenya 
Kegode, Fredrick – Kenya 
Khadambi, Sheila - Kenya 
Koske, Chebet Caroline - Kenya 
Lucheli, Tundo - Kenya 
Mkoga, Amon - Tanzania 
Muduya, Laighdon - Kenya 
Mukoya, Daniel – Kenya 
Mulugeta, Mehretab - Malawi 
Mwanje, Sssemujji William - Uganda 
Mwita, Oliver Robi - Kenya 

Ndung’u, George - Kenya 
Nwokenna, Phina - Nigeria 
Nyaghoa, Violet  - Kenya 
Nyumu, Aphiah Wangui - Kenya 
Obayo, Teresah - Kenya 
Ogato, John - Kenya 
Ogueri, Victor - Greece 
Okumu, Moses Wafula - Uganda 
Okungu, Sabatatu - Tanzania 
Owuor, Celyne - Kenya 
Owusu-Boardi, Frank - Ghana 
Renzaho, David Yared - Kenya 
Semberya, Daniel - Tanzania 
Wainaina, Job - Kenya 
Wanyonyi, Godfrey - Kenya 

Total : 36 Students 

International Students Admitted 

but Have Not Been Able to Come 

to ABC Yet (they need their visa 

application renewed)  

Adedeji, Aderonke Rebecca - Nigeria 
Ibidapo, Ogunbodede Samuel - 
Nigeria 

Mulao, Gerald - Zambia 
Nyaronga, Flora - Tanzania 
Nyaronga, Noel - Kenya 
Nyaronga, Reagan - Kenya 
Nyawade, Philly - Tanzania 
Olugboyega, Tayo - Nigeria 
Onyinkwa, Bernard - Kenya 
Sirare, Grace - Kenya 
Tseyah, James - Cameron 
Tongwa, Fritz - Cameron 

Total: 12 students 

Admitted for August 2006 

Nyaronga, Alfred - Tanzania 
Ogwora, Erick - Kenya 
Seda, Silvia - Kenya 

Total: 3 students 

Total International 

Students Accepted:   

51 from 10 Countries

Please Pray that These Students Will Secure a Visa 

to Come to ABC 

“We praise God for these students who wish to prepare for ministry at Atlanta Bible College.  What a blessing 

it would be for them to come here, learn, and return home to minister. We would be overwhelmed if they all 

came, but we would be glad to deal with that problem if God opens the door for them to come!” 

—David Krogh, Registrar 
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On the way home from a much-

needed vacation trip, I listened to the 
flight attendant’s familiar phrase: 
“We hope you enjoy your stay in 
Orlando, or wherever is your final 
destination.” It got me thinking. 
Orlando definitely wasn’t my “final 
destination” that day. For reasons 
totally unknown to me, my ticket said 
I was only there to change planes for 
Washington, D.C., only to change 
again, this time for Charlotte, N.C. It 
would be several hours before I was 
“home” in Concord. But even 
Concord  wasn’ t  my “f inal” 
destination! North Carolina is the 
eleventh state I’ve lived in, and there 
is no way to predict how many more 
times I may move before I reach my 
“final resting place.” Is it even over 
then? What will happen to me after I 
die? Where (if anywhere) is my 
absolutely “final” destination, 
forever?

For one-tenth of my life (during my 
teenage years), I was an atheist. I was 
absolutely convinced that all religions 
were wrong; God didn’t exist; the 
world and everything in it (including 
human beings) were nothing but 

atoms in various combinations; it had 
all come about by chance and 
evolution; and nothing would ever 
happen in the future that would 
change those basic facts (or my 
beliefs). I was certain that all talk of 
“afterlife” was nonsense and wishful 
thinking. I knew I would die 
someday, whether by accident, by 
violence, by disease, or by the decay 
brought on by old age, and at that 
moment, I would cease to exist and 
would never exist again. The only 
“comfort” in that belief is that I knew 
I would never even realize it had 
happened.

Religion teaches a different view. 
One of the oldest religions in the 
world (Hinduism) teaches that there 
are over 300,000,000 gods (and 
goddesses); the world and everything 
in it is permeated by them and their 
activities; everything that happens is 
under their influence; and the future 
will consist of endless repetitive 
cycles of what has happened in the 
past. For Hindus, every individual 
person has lived before and will live 
again, the soul migrating from body 
to body to body in an endless round 
of birth, life, death, and rebirth. 
Furthermore, this is not perceived as a 
“good” thing! It’s our punishment for 
not pleasing the gods and goddesses. 
If we please them, our next life might 
be somewhat better than this one; but 
if we displease them, it will certainly 
be worse. In this scenario, my “final” 
destination would be to suffer the 
punishment of living forever. I didn’t 

find this idea very attractive.

Buddhism, developed out of a Hindu 
background by Siddhartha Gautama, 
offers a solution to this problem: if 
one achieves enlightenment, one can 
escape the cycle of death and rebirth 
by being absorbed into the “World 
Soul,” thus having one’s candle of 
suffering (life) extinguished. The 
reward for living a good life would be 
to not have to live another one. To 
me, this sounded like we were back to 
atheism. My final destination would 
be non-existence. Enlightenment 
would literally gain me – nothing!

I had some Christian friends (you 
know who you are!), and over a 
period of a few months, they 
convinced me (in this order) that the 
life they were living was better than 
the life I was living, that the only way 
to have that life was to receive Jesus 
as my Savior, that God really does 
exist, and that after my death – which 
could happen at any time – my “soul” 
(the real me) would go to heaven (if I 
was a Christian) or hell (if I wasn’t). 
Deciding to act on that information 
was very difficult for me; it meant 
revising my entire worldview; but on 
December 29, 1968, I took that “leap 
of faith” and it was (as one of them 
predicted it would be) a decision I 
knew I would never regret. 

Christianity is not a monolithic 
religion (not all Christians believe the 

(Continued on page 8) 

By Dr. John H. Roller 

Dr. Roller serves on the staff of the 

A d v e n t  C h r i s t i a n  G e n e r a l 

Conference. Last December he taught 

an Atlanta Bible College block class 

ca l led  "Church  Fathers  and 

Conditional Immortality." Dr. Roller's 

e-mail address is rollerjh@aol.com.
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THE RESTITUTION HERALD ADVOCATES:  

• THE ONENESS OF GOD (1 COR. 8:6);

• THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD’S POWER (ACTS 1:8);

• JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON (MATT. 16:16), AND IS OUR

MEDIATOR (1 TIM. 2:5);

• THE BIBLE IS THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD (2 TIM. 3:16);

• THE MORTALITY OF MAN (JOB 4:17; PSA. 146:4);

• THE NEAR RETURN OF CHRIST (ACTS 1:11), AND LIFE ONLY THROUGH HIM

(COL. 3:3);

• THE LITERAL RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (JOHN 5:28);

• THE IMMORTALIZATION OF THOSE IN CHRIST

(1 COR. 15:53, 54);

• THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED (REV. 21:8);

• THE FINAL RESTORATION OF ISRAEL AS THE KINGDOM OF GOD UNDER THE

KINGSHIP OF CHRIST (LUKE 1:32);

• THE CHURCH TO BE JOINT HEIRS WITH HIM (ROM. 8:17), AND ISRAEL TO BE

MADE HEAD OVER GENTILE NATIONS (ISA. 60:1-3);

• THE “RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS WHICH GOD HATH SPOKEN BY THE

MOUTH OF ALL HIS HOLY PROPHETS SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN” (ACTS 3:21).

• IT ALSO FIRMLY ADVOCATES REPENTANCE AND IMMERSION IN THE NAME OF

JESUS CHRIST FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS (ACTS 2:38), AND A

CONSECRATED LIFE AS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION.
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B112- Old Testament Survey II (3 Sem. Hrs.) (Martin) - DVD or Video/Internet/E-mail Presentation  
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M141 - Principles of Church Growth, Evangelism and Discipling (2 Sem. Hrs.) (Krogh) – Video/Workbook 
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M281 - Mission Perspectives (2 Sem. Hrs.)  (Martin) - Reading/Workbook/Assignments  
M384 - Small Group Ministry (2 Sem. Hrs.)  (Krogh) – Videos/Workbooks/Reading/Assignments  
M473 - Pastoral/Church Leadership and Administration (Martin) (2 Sem. Hrs.) 
G181 - Personal Finance (3 Sem. Hrs.) (Krogh) Video/Internet/E-mail Presentation 
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Greetings to all from Atlanta,

Georgia! We are in the middle of a 
busy summer here at the College. All 
of our summer activities are 
concentrated into a season that has 
been shortened by expanding public 
school calendars, etc., into a period 
of about 8 weeks. Jon Cheatwood 
and his advance staff will be 
departing for FUEL tomorrow 
morning before daylight, and by the 
time you read this column the entire 
event will be only happy memories 
in the minds of the attendees. You 
will receive this issue of the 
Restitution Herald/Progress Journal 
around the time that General 
Conference will convene in South 
Bend, Indiana. I hope that many of 
you are making your plans to join us 
there for our meetings. And it will 
not be many more weeks before the 
fall semester will be under way. Add 
a few state camps, Vacation Bible 
Schools, and family vacations to the 
calendar, and it’s clear that lazy, 
hazy days of summer are now just 
urban myths! 

The General Conference fiscal year 
ends on June 30, so the final 
financial report for the year appears 
in this issue. Our total revenue for 
the year was $931,883. Your 
contributions and revenues from our 
operations exceeded expenses by 
approximately $23,000 – giving us a 
balanced budget for FY 2005-2006. 
Praise God! You may review the 
entire budget, and feel free to contact 
us if you have any questions. I want 
to thank you, on behalf of the staff, 
Board of Directors, and the students 
of ABC, for all your financial 
support during the year. But it is 

impossible to thank you enough for 
the even more important prayer 
support that our members provide. 
Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. May God richly bless you all. 

The budgets for the next 2 fiscal 
years are also presented. These 
budgets will be reviewed and 
approved by the delegates at General 
Conference. As part of this column, 
we are presenting a message from 
Michael Hoffman, Chairman of the 
Board. It will provide you with 
insight into the plans for an exciting 
year at ABC.  

I also wanted to share with you a 
story that came to me from Pastor 
Steve An, the coordinator of the 
ABC Korean Extension. There is no 
doubt that the Korean Extension has 
been one of the biggest and greatest 
blessings God has provided to the 
Bible College. But the impact of the 
students in ministry for God is the 
real story. I shared this testimony 
with our pastors and others via e-
mail, but I wanted all of you to hear 
of the ministry of Yeoill Jang and the 
fruit it is producing. I hope you enjoy 
reading it. Until we see each other 
again, may God richly bless you and 
your loved ones. 

Tim, here is the story about Yeoill 
Jang, one of the graduates from 
last May. I met him when I was 
teaching at Korean Presbyterian 
Bible College and he joined 
Korean Extension from the 
beginning. Since then, he has 
studied very hard. He participated 
in CWS and other Bible study 
meetings held by the Korean 
Church Conference. 

About six months ago, he came 
to me and asked for some 
suggestions about his situation. 
He had an offer from one of the 
biggest supermarkets in Korean 

town (this area, near Doraville, 
GA., is a northeast suburb of 
Atlanta and is where most of the 
Koreans in the Atlanta area live & 
work. It is about 35 miles from the 
college—editor) working as a 
manager with a relatively high 
salary, but the offer required him 
to work on Sunday. The total 
number of Korean employees in 
the supermarket was more than 
70 and many Korean employees 
working on Sunday could not 
attend the 
S u n d a y 
service. I 
advised him 
to ask the 
owner to 
allow a Bible 
study or 
s e r v i c e , 
whatever it 
could be 
called, in the work place on 
Sunday before opening for 
business. And it was granted. 
Then, he recruited other people 
who were also working on 
Sunday. They started to have the 
meeting at 8:30 every Sunday 
morning and he has been 
teaching what he learned in ABC.  

This morning, he came to me and 
handed me an envelope and said 
that the people who have been  
learning biblical truth from him 
appreciate ABC and the 
conference so much that they all 
agreed to continually support the 
college and the conference. As I 
listened to this story, I almost 
cried. Praise God!     � 

 Steve An 

From the CAO... By Tim Jones 

About the Author: 

Tim Jones is the current Chief Administrative 
Officer and President of Atlanta Bible Col-
lege. 

 

Yeoill Jang
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 Amendments to the Constitution – 
Annual Meeting, August 10 & 11, 2006 

Proc e s s  f o r  Amend i ng  t h e 

Constitution, Article V, Section 1 – 
The constitution and by-laws of the 
College/Conference may be amended, 
altered, or revised by a two-thirds 
majority vote of delegates present at any 
General Conference meeting, notice 
having been given of the proposed 
amendment or revision in at least three 
consecutive issues of The Restitution 
Herald and/or the Progress Journal, the 
first appearance thereof to be at least 
thirty days prior to the convening of the 
conference by which it is to be 
considered. 

The following amendments have been 

proposed by the Board of Direectors. 

Article I, Section 2 
Current Version: Section 2.  The 
General Conference shall meet once 
each year at such time and place 
between June 1 and August 31 as may 
be determined by the Conference or its 
Board of Directors.  Announcements of 
the time and place shall be made by the 
Board of Directors at least six months in 
advance by publications of the General 
Conference or other means of general 
communications available to the 
General Conference. The General 
Conference may be called at such other 
times as may be necessary, and may 
convene upon consent of a majority of 
the member churches. 

Amended Version: Section 2.  The 

General Conference shall meet once a 

year. Announcement of the time and 

place shall be made by the Secretary 

of the Conference at least 6 months in 

advance by the most effective means 

of general communications available. 

The General Conference may be 

called at such other times as may be 

necessary, and may convene upon 

consent of a majority of the member 

churches. 

What the Amendment Does:  The 
annual meeting of the General 

Conference may take place at any time 
of the year, instead of only during July 
and August. The notification of the time 
and place must take place a minimum of 
6 months in advance of the meeting. 

Anticipated Change to Current 

Practice: At the 2006 Conference in 
South Bend, if the amendment to Article 
I, Section 2 is approved, sufficient time 
will be scheduled to allow the delegates 
to discuss their preferences for the time 
and place to hold the annual meeting. 
Various proposals will be considered, 
and the delegates asked to consider 
them all and conduct a non-binding vote 
on the various options that they would 
prefer. The Board would take this 
information into account in setting 
future Conference dates. This would not 
go into effect until 2007 at the earliest. 
 ************************** 
Article IV, Section 4 
 Current Version:  Section 4. 
Nominations for the Board of Directors 
of the College/Conference may be 
submitted by:  State or District 
Conference Boards of the Church of 
God; Churches that are members of the 
General Conference; Ministerial 
Association of the Church of God 
General Conference. Name(s) of 
nominees and resumes will be submitted 
to the Chief Administrative Officer of 
At lanta  B ib le  Col lege /Genera l 
Conference by May 1 and will be 
printed in the General Conference issue 
of the Progress Journal. 

Amended Version:  Section 4. 

Nominations for the Board of 

Directors of the College/Conference 

may be submitted by:  State or 

District Conference Boards of the 

Church of God; Churches that are 

members of the General Conference; 

Ministerial Association of the Church 

of God General Conference. Name(s) 

of nominees and resumes will be 

submitted to the Chief Administrative 

O f f i c e r  o f  A t l a n t a  B i b l e 

College/General Conference and will 

be published by the most effective 

means of general communications. 

 What the Amendment Does:  The 
current requirement that the names of 
nominees be sent to the General 
Conference by May 1 is removed, and 
reference to publication in a specific 
issue of the Progress Journal is 
removed. 

Anticipated Change to Current 

Practice: This would allow the 
submission and publication of the 
names of nominees for the Board of 
Directors at the appropriate time, 
especially if the annual meeting date 
was changed by Board or delegate 
action. No other change is anticipated. 
 ************************* 
Article IV, Section 5 
Current  Version:  Section 5 . 
Nominations printed in the Progress 

Journal will be brought to the floor of 
the business session by the Chairman at 
least one day before the day set for the 
election. Additional nominations will be 
received from the floor, and shall not be 
closed with fewer than one more 
nomination than the number of 
directorships. 

Amended Version:  Section 5. 

Nominations will be brought to the 

floor of the business session by the 

Chairman before the time set for the 

election. Additional nominations will 

be received from the floor, and shall 

not be closed with fewer than one 

more nomination than the number of 

directorships. 

What the Amendment Does: 
Nominees for the Board must be 
introduced to the delegates prior to the 
election, but there would be no 
mandatory delay for a full day before 
the election could then take place. 
 Anticipated Change to Current 
Practice: This change does not 
necessarily mean that the length of the 
annual meeting would be changed in 
any way. Instead, it means that the 
mechanics of the election do not require 
that the annual meeting take 2 days for 
the election alone. The length of 
General Conference would be based on 
the wishes of the delegates and the 

Board. � 

Amendments to the Constitution 



The Restitution Herald & Progress Journal 5 July/August 2006 

Life is good. I have had much to

celebrate recently. My daughter 
and son-in-law purchased a home 
and moved in. I was able to 
participate (in other words, I 
worked like a dog!) My son  
married, and I was privileged to 
officiate. General Conference is 
just around the corner. We get 
to meet with each other for some 
significant business. I hope to see 
many of you in South Bend. The 
Board also uses our fall meeting, 
usually in October, for long-term 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  s t r a t e g y 
development. In preparation 
for these meetings, I would like 
to share a little of the 
Board's current thinking with you. 

The Board is guided by our Vision 
Statement which I'll include for 
your review. We have made a 
concerted effort in the past couple 
of years to bring a long-term focus 
to our planning; not just 
considering the next 6 months for 
example, but looking ahead for 3 
to 5 years. The Board strives to 
operate from an oversight position 
(we speak of the view from 50,000 
feet) and not enter into the daily 
details and minutia. We trust our 
highly capable staff to handle 
those details. At our latest 
meetings, we agreed to the 
following developments in our 
planning: 

1) The Ministry Services Network
Director (the position previously
held by Dave Riley) will be a part-
time position for this fiscal year.
We will continue to strive to meet
all of the expressed needs of our
churches. We anticipate restoring
that position to full-time
status sometime in the following
year.

2) We will pursue the hiring of a
full-time "Development Director"
to improve our programs for
resource development for our
ministries. The year-end financial
report is included in this issue of
the Progress Journal. Giving has
been up - this year's contributions
represent a new record for general
contributions - thanks to all of you
and praise to God! In addition, this
year we were able to deliver a
balanced budget in our operations.
This is truly an area to
celebrate. However, giving levels
do not meet the needs we have for
our current operations and planned
growth. Tim Jones and the entire
staff are to be highly commended
for holding the line on expenses
extremely well. We believe God
can and will provide additional
funding as we pursue additional
sources of it in a consistent and
systematic way through a staff
member dedicated to that task. As
God blesses the efforts of that
person and resources are made
available, our priorities will be to
hire one additional full-time
faculty at ABC, retain additional
administrative help as needed, and
to split the CAO and College
President into two separate
positions. We are thankful for the
work of the original reorganization
task force in developing a new
structure for leadership in 2000-
2001. In all of our discussions, the
work of the original reorganization
committee (consisting of Norman
Chandler, Donna Deane, Jim
Ring, Tim Jones, and Larry
Johnson, Chair) was affirmed and
appreciated. We felt the only
missing piece was a Development
Director to help raise needed
resources.

3) The Board will be meeting 

with a consultant to continue 
analyzing our structures, staffing 
and procedures to be as effective 
as possible as a Board, College, 
and service organization. The 
result of this analysis will be 
d e l i v e r ed  t o  t h e  Boa rd 
immediately after  General 
Conference. 

4) We will continue to place our
primary emphasis upon Atlanta
Bible  Col lege as  a  l i fe
transforming institution. We are
excited about the ways God is
working at ABC and look forward
to many more reasons to give Him
praise for what takes place there in
the lives of the students and
staff. You will hear some
wonderful reports at General
Conference.

The Board recommendations for 
General Conference constitutional 
amendments are straightforward 
and fairly simple, yet have 
tremendous significance. I would 
urge you to ask questions, discuss 
them, and pray about approving 
each of them.     

Effective communication is 
always a challenge. I hope this 
information is helpful to you. I 
look forward to the opportunity to 
share much more at General 
Conference and to hear your 
questions and feedback. We serve 
a wondrous and faithful God. We 
h a v e  ma n y  r e a s o n s  t o 
celebrate. Do so daily as you share 
Christ and the Kingdom. Lord 
willing, I will see you in South 
Bend. � 

Peace to each of you, 

Pastor Michael Hoffman 
Chairman of the Board 

Message From the Board Chairman 
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MISSION MISSION MISSION MISSION OFOFOFOF    THETHETHETHE    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    OFOFOFOF    GGGGODODODOD    GGGGENERALENERALENERALENERAL    CCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE::::    

To serve churches and individuals in the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

VVVVISIONISIONISIONISION

A) Atlanta Bible College:A) Atlanta Bible College:A) Atlanta Bible College:A) Atlanta Bible College:
Atlanta Bible College provides excellent biblical education with spiritual development opportunities 
for a growing and diverse student body. 
�Commit to excellence in academic affairs 
�Attract and retain a highly qualified staff committed to personal and student development 
�Develop expanding financial resources to fund current operations and future goals 
�Increase our curriculum choices in areas of specialized ministry focus 
�Continue educational programs for diverse cultures, races and generations 
�Provide a physical and virtual campus appropriate to our curriculum and goals 
�Commit to explore and implement effective avenues of communication in each ministry effort 

B) Ministry Services Network (MSN):B) Ministry Services Network (MSN):B) Ministry Services Network (MSN):B) Ministry Services Network (MSN):
Ministry Services Network provides supportive relationships, resource assistance, and ministry
opportunities in partnership with pastors, churches, and individuals.
�Foster supportive relationships which strive to meet personal and professional needs
�Provide practical assistance for specific needs in areas of finances, service, materials,
and publications 

�Provide worldwide missions and outreach opportunities 
�Provide youth ministry education and opportunities to grow students and the local church 
�Develop expanding financial resources to fund current operations and future goals 
�Expand ministry efforts toward diverse cultures, races and generations 
�Commit to explore and implement effective avenues of communication in each ministry effort 

Process for Board Elections and Qualifications for Nominees 

At General Conference we will be 
electing one director for the Board of 
Directors. Andrea Anders’ term expires 
this year. Currently we have two nomi-
nees. Article IV of the constitution 
directs the process for nominating and 
electing directors. 

ARTICLE IV 

Officers of the Conference 

Section 1.  Seven directors shall be 
elected in General Conference delegate 
sessions; said directors shall constitute 
the Board of Directors of the Col-
lege/Conference. The Board of Direc-
tors shall organize by the election of 
necessary officers at the first meeting 
following each annual Conference 
election. These officers shall be a 
chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, 
and treasurer, and three board mem-
bers. The term of office of a director 
shall begin at the close of the Confer-
ence in which said director is elected. 
Section 2.  No elected director shall be 
a paid employee of the Col-
lege/Conference for a period  longer 
than two months in any one year. 
Section 3.  The qualifications of each 
director shall be those given in 1 Timo-

thy 3, Titus 1, and such other Scrip-
tures as teach the qualifications of 
church leaders. A director may be ei-
ther male or female. Section 4.  Nomi-
nations for the Board of Directors of 
the College / Conference may be sub-
mitted by:  State or District Conference 
Boards of the Church of God; 
Churches that are members of the Gen-
eral Conference; Ministerial Associa-
tion of the Church of God General 
Conference. Name(s) of nominees and 
resumes will be submitted to the Chief 
Administrative Officer of Atlanta Bible 
College/General Conference by May 1 
and will be printed in the General Con-
ference issue of Progress Journal. Sec-
tion 5.  Nominations printed in the 
Progress Journal will be brought to the 
floor of the business session by the 
Chairman at least one day before the 
day set for the election. Additional 
nominations will be received from the 
floor, and shall not be closed with 
fewer than one more nomination than 
the number of directorships. Section 6. 
Nominations shall be made from the 
floor; but voting shall be done by bal-
lot, and no nominee shall be elected 

unless he receives a majority of the 
votes cast. The total list of all nominees 
shall be submitted to the delegates for 
election. If no majority is reached in 
the first balloting, the list of nominees 
shall be reduced to the three receiving 
the highest number of votes. When no 
majority is reached with the list of 
three nominees, the one receiving the 
fewest votes shall be removed from the 
list. Of the two remaining nominees, 
the one receiving the majority of votes 
is elected. If other directors are to be 
elected, all names, except the one(s) 
previously elected, shall be resubmit-
ted, and the same election process re-
peated until all positions are filled. 
Section 7.  The term of office for all 
College/Conference directors shall be 
for four years. No director shall suc-
ceed himself for a second term.   
Section 8.  Any director who may be-
come inactive through sickness, resig-
nation, prolonged absence, or death, 
shall be replaced for the unexpired 
term by election at the next annual con-
ference. Temporary appointment of 
such directors may be made by the 
Board of Directors. 
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General Conference-Board Member Nomination 

ROBERT (BOB) SEE    
Robert (Bob) See was born in 
Grand Rapids, MI and attended 
the Pennellwood Church of God 
and was baptized by Bro. Mylan 
Hall in 1952.  He has been 
married for 51 years to the former 
Sara Savage of St. Cloud, MN. 
After graduating from Godwin 
H.S. he attended Oregon Bible 
College for one year and was 
drafted into the Army.  While 
serving his country in Taiwan for 
14 months he completed two 
correspondence courses from 
OBC.  After completing his hitch 
in the service he returned to OBC 
and graduated in 1961.  He then 
attended St.  Cloud State 
University completing both a BS 
and a MS and ministered to the 
Minneapolis Church during that 
time period.  He taught school in 
Calif. and attended the Pomona 
Church of God.  During the 30 
years in California he served as 
Associate Pastor with Pastor 
Delbert Jones.  In times of trouble 
he worked as the pastor of one 

part of the split San Gabriel 
Church.  He also pastored the 
Pomona Church for 18 months 
when they were without a full 
time pastor.

He also served as the guest 
speaker for both the Eden Valley 
and the Litchfield Churches of 
God until a full time pastor was 
found, conducting funeral services 
and baptisms.  Bob has served as 
President of the Minnesota 
Conference for almost 6 years. 
He has been active in the 
Southwest Conference as camp 
director.  While attending OBC he 
and his wife both worked with the 
East Oregon and Flagg Center 
churches.  Bob has served in just 
about every office in the church. 
He presently is serving on the 
board of directors of the Indiana 
State Conference and has been 
recently elected as an elder of the 
Timberland Bible Church. 

In the secular field Bob has been 
president of So Whittier Teachers 
Assoc. four times, and President 

of the Whittier Area Federal 
Credit Union. Serving on the 
Board of Directors of a Federal 
Credit Union has given Bob a true 
perspective of what a board 
member’s responsibilities are and 
what they are not.  A board 
member’s job is to give direction 
and set policies that will advance 
the cause of the organization.  It is 
not to run the conference by 
e v e r y d a y  h a n d s  o n  o r 
micromanage.  Micromanaging is 
the job of the employees hired by 
the conference.  Directors set the 
policies; the employees set up the 
process whereby they can be 
carried out or implemented. 

The Church of God of the 
Abrahamic Faith has come a long 
ways in the last few years.  With 
proper leadership it can and with 
the Lord’s help will make further 
progress in bring others to what 
Jesus the Christ meant concerning 
the Gospel of the Kingdom and 
what the future holds for those 
who answer His calling. � 

PASTOR DANIEL SMEAD
Pastor Daniel Smead is nominated 
by the Ministerial Association as a 
candidate for the Board of 
Directors. He has served the Eden 
Valley Church of God in 
Minnesota since 2003. Daniel is 
chairman of the Ministers 
V o l u n t a r y  R e t i r e m e n t 
Association, and Vice President of 
the Minnesota State Conference. 

In his youth, Daniel learned and 
grew as part of the Raymore 
Church of God in Missouri. His 
college years were split between 
two years at OBC and two at 
ABC, giving him perspective on 
the changes which took place in 
the move to Morrow, Georgia. 

That perspective was continued as 
Daniel worked in the publishing 
department of the General 
Conference from 1993 to 2002. 
He also edited the Adult Truth 
Seeker’s Quarterly from 1999 to 
2002. 

Whi le  se rv ing  wi th  t he 
Conference Daniel began his 
studies toward a Master of 
Divinity degree at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, which he 
received in 2003.  

Daniel values prayer and God’s 
grace in healing and growth. He 
desires for God’s people to have 
better mutual understanding and 
communication, in the knowledge 

of God’s great commandments 
and great commission, and to seek 
joy in their lives. 

Daniel has been married to 
Carolyn (Swartz) Smead for 12 
years, and on May 23 their second 
child, Deborah, was born. Their 
son Jeremiah turns six in August. 

Daniel appreciates the opportunity 
granted him by the Ministerial 
Association to seek a position on 
our Board of Directors. He trusts 
that if selected his experiences as 
a student at OBC and ABC, a 
General Conference worker, and a 
pastor will be of help in his 
service to the Conference. �



The Restitution Herald & Progress Journal 8 July/August 2006 

 

same things), and I soon 
discovered that the picture of the 
afterlife my friends had given me 
was not believed by all the 
Christians I ever met. For example, 
Roman Catholicism (the oldest and 
largest “branch” of the Christian 
religion) was teaching that there 
are four possible places to which a 
person’s soul can go when death 
occurs: heaven (for saints), hell 
(for non-Catholics), purgatory (for 
Catholics who aren’t saints), and 
limbo (for children who die before 
being baptized). (Limbo has 
recently been eliminated, by a 
decree of Pope Benedict XVI, so 
it’s unclear to me, at this point, 
where those unbaptized babies are 
supposed to be going.)

The denomination I was saved in 
had simplified this complicated 
system somewhat. Everyone was 
either saved or unsaved; the saved 
went to heaven; the unsaved went 
to hell. Heaven was pictured as  a 
“real” place where people would 
recognize each other, have 
conversations, sing, eat delicious 
food, and enjoy life forever – 
though I was a little confused by 
this description, since it was taught 
that it was my “soul” (NOT my 
body) that would be going there. If 
the soul is immaterial, I thought, 
how can it enjoy all these material 
pleasures? 

But it was the picture of hell that 
bothered me the most. Hell was 
also a “real” place – a “lake of 
fire” – in which those who had 
never accepted Jesus would burn 
forever, in unbelievable pain, 
screaming, and “gnashing their 
teeth,” but would never burn up! 
Furthermore, all this was going to 

take place WITHIN EARSHOT of 
heaven, as vividly described in the 
“true story” of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). No 
matter that it was also taught that it 
was “souls” (not bodies) that were 
going there: these “souls” had eyes 
(v. 23), bosoms (v. 23), voices (v. 
24), fingers (v. 24), and tongues (v. 
24)! As far as I could tell, the 
“soul” was nothing but a different 
kind of body: a kind that couldn’t 
be destroyed, even by an 
unquenchable fire. 

I want to pause, at this point, to 
offer a suggestion. If this is what 
you believe, and if you are satisfied 
with believing it, and you don’t 
want to think about changing that 
belief, put this away, and come 
back to reading it some other day. 
It’s not my purpose to upset you, 
or to get you to leave your church, 
or anything like that. But I want to 
warn you: if you keep reading, 
you’re going to have that view 
challenged. So don’t keep reading 
and then write to me to say you’re 
upset with me. I’m giving you a 
fair warning! I also want to say 
this: if this is what your church 
teaches, I feel very, very sorry for 
you. I vividly remember what it 
was like to believe that this was the 
fate of my unsaved loved ones – 
and to think that I would have to 
“spend eternity” listening to their 
screams.

Billy Graham, among many others, 
has (after several decades) quit 
preaching this view of the final 
destination of the unsaved. He still 
says, “You have a soul that will 
live forever somewhere” – and he 
still talks about heaven as the final 
destination of the saved – but he 
now describes hell as “eternal 

separation from God” and claims 
the “fire” is merely a figure of 
speech whose purpose is to 
describe the “mental anguish” of 
the realization that one has missed 
out on the joys of heaven. But this 
view troubles me as well. Nearly 
every theologian I’ve ever heard of 
teaches that God is “omnipresent” 
– He’s EVERYWHERE. If He’s
everywhere, then how can I be
“separated” from Him? Psalm
139:7-12 asks (and answers) that
very question. In the King James
Version, verse 8 specifically states
that hell is NOT “a place where
God is not.”

Furthermore, I also worry about 
the impact this kind of preaching 
will have on the unsaved. Had I 
heard Billy preaching this when I 
was a teenager (back then he was 
preaching the literal fire and 
br imstone) ,  I might  have 
responded, “Great! If I don’t 
accept Jesus as my Savior, I’ll get 
to live forever, in a place where 
there is no God. It sounds like 
you’re promising heaven to the 
atheist and hell to the Christians!” I 
don’t think any atheist will ever be 
drawn to faith in Jesus by the 
“threat” of being “separated from 
God.”

Another “modern” solution 
(though it’s really not modern at 
all; it was preached over 1,700 
years ago) is to say that while it’s 
true that all souls live forever, and 
only Christians go to heaven when 
they die, it’s not true that the souls 
of non-Christians burn forever in 
hell. They burn only until their 
sinful natures are burned away (in 
a process that reminds me of the 
purification of gold or silver); then 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Final Destination continued... 
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 Final Destination continued... 

they are transferred to heaven and 
enjoy eternal life right along with 
the saved. This process might take 
longer for some than for others, 
but eventually everyone (or, in 
some versions of this theory, 
ALMOST everyone) will be 
saved. This theory goes by the 
name of Restorationism, or, 
sometimes, Universalism. While 
it’s usually affiliated with the 
“liberal” wing of Christianity, it’s 
gaining more and more adherents 
among the “conservative” wing 
as well. It troubles me, too, 
though. It doesn’t seem to 
leave me much motivation for 
holy living here on earth. My 
final destination will be heaven 
no matter what I do in this life! 
In that case, why not “live as 
the heathen do” – enjoying the 
pleasures of sin for this 
“season” of 70 years (or so) – 
knowing that hell will be only 
another “transfer point” like 
Orlando or Washington, D.C.?

Not long after I joined the church 
where they described hell as 
“25,000 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
not a drop of water in sight” I met 
some Christians who held another 
view, one I haven’t mentioned yet. 
When they first described it to me, 
I thought, “It sounds great, but it 
isn’t what the Bible teaches, so 
what good is it?” This new group 
didn’t try very hard to convince 
me they were right. They simply 
suggested, “Read the Bible and 
see for yourself.” So I did.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 
about my “final destination”?

For starters, the Bible doesn’t say 
that “souls” are immortal. The 
Bible doesn’t actually say very 

much about “immortality” at all. 
The word only occurs half a dozen 
times.

What it DOES say about “souls” 
is that they are MORTAL (capable 
of dying, and of being destroyed). 
Take a look at Ezekiel 18:4 (and 
18:20), and Matthew 10:28, and I 
don’t see how you can come to 
any other conclusion. 

The Bible speaks of “living souls” 
(Genesis 2:7), and it also speaks of 

“dead souls” (Numbers 19:13). 
This is not immediately obvious, 
unless you can read Hebrew. The 
word translated “body” in the 
latter verse is the same word 
(“nephesh”) that is translated 
“soul” later in the same verse!

Furthermore, the “soul” (in the 
Bible) is not a “part” of the human 
being (distinct from the “body”): it 
is simply a name for the human 
being himself (or herself). The 
same word (“nephesh”) is also 
used to describe non-human 
beings, such as fish (Genesis 
1:20), cattle (Genesis 1:24), and 
God Himself (Matthew 12:18, 
quoting Isaiah 42:1). Saying “my 
soul” is just another way of saying 
“I.”

So what is MY final destination? 
It is the same as the final 
destination of my “soul.” Where 
does the “soul” go? What becomes 

of “it”? This is just another way of 
asking, “Where do ‘I’ go? What 
becomes of ‘me’?”

Hundreds of verses, throughout 
the Bible, make it perfectly clear 
that the final destination of the 
saved is eternal life in the presence 
of God, and the final destination 
of the unsaved is complete 
nonexistence. Here are just a few:

“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return” (Genesis 3:19) – 

“thou” (you), not “thy body” 
(leaving “thy soul” free to go 
somewhere else).

“He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life” (1 John 5:12) 
– “not life” at all, not just “not
a blessed, happy life in
heaven.”

“The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 
6:23) – the word “but” clearly 
shows that “death” is a different 
thing from “life,” not just life in a 
different place.

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16). Here 
is the most-quoted verse in 
Christendom. It contrasts the 
destiny of the unsaved (“perish”) 
with the destiny of the saved 
(“life”). What could be plainer? 
The destiny of the saved is to live 
forever. The destiny of the 
unsaved is to not do so.

The final destination of the 
unsaved is always, in the Bible, 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 13) 

My final destination 

will be heaven no 

matter what I do in this 

life! In that case, why 

not “live as the heathen 

do”? 
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 Postmodernism-Part 2 By Tim Jones 

This is the second part of a discussion on the ef-

fects of culture change on the Church and how we 

need to be open to God’s leading in dealing with 

the changes. 

“Many people will feel uneasy about this close 

connection between faith and culture; some 

may even argue that their faith is based on 

truth unaffected by culture. But nowadays, 

such a naïve view is impossible to sustain; 

nearly all scholars, evangelical or not, argue 

that our whole perception of the world—

including our faith—is deeply influenced by 

culture and language...The implications of 

these cultural differences for spirituality and 

theology are enormous.” 

Dave Tomlinson, author of The Postevangelical 

In the first portion of this two part article, we

looked at the issue of what changing cultural para-
digms might mean to the work of the Church and 
Christians. In particular, if the world is moving 
towards an increasing level of acceptance of a 
“postmodern” paradigm, what do we need to do to 
remain true to God’s call to spread the Good 
News? After considering some of the ways of 
viewing the world that might be characterized as 
“modern,” we examined some of the characteris-
tics that were descriptive of a postmodernistic 
world view. (See the previous issue of the RH/PJ 
for more details.) To briefly recap, some of these 
characteristics might include modes of thinking 
like these: 
1. An unwillingness to accept the concept of ab-

solute truths. (Some things, like the fact that it
is wrong to murder someone, may still be ac-
cepted as absolute.)

2. Great diversity of thinking and acceptance of
ambiguity in matters of spirituality, faith, and
theology.

3. No agreement that the Bible is authoritative. 
4. Standards of what is right, wrong, or ethical

are based on culturally defined parameters and
the individual’s opinions.

This, of course, is not a complete or even exhaus-
tive list of the types of assumptions a person might 
make. But even these few may serve to illustrate 
the important point—people with a postmodern 

world view will see every aspect of their lives, as 
well as the world around them, differently from 
the perspectives of “modern” people.  

A postmodern perspective does not necessarily 
identify or define what a person actually believes. 
For purposes of this discussion, postmodern is 
more of a description of the methods, assump-
tions, and processes we use to think about and 
evaluate our world to reach our beliefs. In other 
words, it is possible to be a “postmodern” Chris-
tian. You may see in your own thinking an affinity 
to some of the ways of viewing the world through 
a postmodern lens. You can believe with all your 
heart that God loves the world, that He gave His 
only begotten son, and that our hope is the coming 
Kingdom of God. However, the way that you 
reached this faith may be radically different from 
the “modern” way of believing and accepting the 
Gospel message. During the modern age, many 
people who have chosen to follow Jesus did so 
based on logically presented, well-researched and 
developed arguments. In our changing world, an 
ever-dwindling number of people will respond to 
this same model of evangelism. 

This is not a new issue for the Church. We need to 
remember that Christ ministered in a non-modern 
world. Each time we read the Bible, we are being 
taken back to an age very different from our own. 
Jesus lived and taught, and God inspired His ser-
vants to write the Scriptures, in a world com-
pletely different from “modern” America. There 
were no PowerPoint five-point sermon outlines 
projected on a screen for the Sermon on the 
Mount. Prayer concerns of the disciples were not 
transmitted via an electronic phone tree system. 
The Church was founded and grew in a world 
completely different from the one we inhabit to-
day. If we are not succeeding in winning others to 
Jesus, the failure is not because God, Jesus, or the 
message of salvation are any less compelling. At 
least some of the failure must be attributed to the 
way we are delivering the message. God, through 
His Holy Spirit and a people willing to serve, can 
reach through any culture or worldview. God will 
not abandon His people as they reach out to the 
world. But His people must be willing to let God 
show us the way to minister in the new era.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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 Postmodernism-Part 2 continued... 

As discussed in Part 1, this shifting set of assumptions 
and perceptions could have enormous impact on the 
Church. Our testimony to others about how they need 
God in their lives and Jesus as their Savior may not be 
understood. If we do not heed God’s leading to change 
the way we share the message, the Gospel of the King-
dom of God may not resonate with those who need to 
hear. Too often, we insist that people accept the truths 
of Scripture and God’s teaching in the same way that 
we ourselves accepted it. This insistence that “My way 
is the only way” keeps us from taking the message of 
salvation into the world effectively. God and Christ 
are needed by every person, but we may allow our 
own prejudices about the world and how we view it to 
dominate the gospel. 

As part of this article, you see a series of research 
findings that seem to indicate that Christians are not 
winning others to the Gospel message. The Church 
and its influence in our country are fading. We know 
that there is much more to being a follower of Jesus 
than just attending church. Nevertheless, the number 
of people in the US attending church is declining. The 
younger the age of the group studied, the more pro-
nounced the decline. But it is very important to realize 
that this is not an issue of age or a “generation gap” 
phenomenon. An octogenarian from Cleveland can be 
thoroughly postmodern in viewpoint. By contrast, the 
23-year-old from Los Angeles with body piercings and 
black leather clothing can be totally modern in their 
world view. However, the dynamics of culture change 
means that the shift towards postmodernity and its per-
ceptions is most pronounced in the younger age 
groups of the population. The later that people are 
born, the more they will know only a postmodern 
world. As a result of this type of change, although 4 
out of every 5 Americans surveyed say that “religious 
faith” is important to them, more and more people are 
not looking to Jesus to find the spirituality they feel is 
important and lacking in their lives. As the research 
shows, even the modern “mega-church,” with thou-
sands of members,  tremendous resources, and pro-
gram variety, is not attracting new followers to Chris-
tianity. Their growth is coming from existing Chris-
tians moving from one church to another. 

So what should we do as Christians to adapt to a world 
that is changing? There are a number of possible ways 
that we could cope with an increasingly postmodern 
world. The following quotation is taken from the book 
called Adventures in Missing the Point, written by 
Brian McLaren and Tony Campolo: 

As apologetics is changing—as we move from a 

modern, familiar environment to a new, less fa-

miliar one—our apologetic also needs to change. 

Modernity constrained us to operate in a ration-

alistic framework—that is, based on reason 

alone—and our apologetic accordingly focused 

on logic, evidence, proof, answers, scholarship, 

reasons, arguments, and appeals to authority.  

As we move into the emerging culture, however, 

our apologetic will focus more and more on 

beauty, goodness, experience, questions, mys-

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Impact of Changing Culture on the Church 

♦ People 18 to 32 are the least likely to
describe themselves as religious,
Christian, or committed Christian

♦ Church attendance is declining with
each new generation

♦ Young adults are most open to faiths
other than Christianity

♦ A large, high profile church in a recent
survey found only 3% of their young
adult members were from an
unchurched background—all others
simply moved from another church

♦ More than 80% of Americans say reli-
gious faith is very important in their
life: however, only 41% attend church
on a typical Sunday

♦ Clegg & Bird, in the book Lost in Amer-
ica, say the unchurched population in
the US is the largest mission field in
the English speaking world & the 5th

largest global mission field.

(source: Researcher George Barna) 
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tery, community, and humility...As cultures 

change, as new questions arise, we get to keep 

growing in our understanding of the faith and in 

our ability to make it clear to others. 

Brian D. McLaren 

So if Mr. McLaren is correct in saying our efforts in 
evangelism must change, what options can we iden-
tify? 

Do nothing. This is always an option. After all, for 
many of us, the change to a postmodern society will 
not have a major impact on our lives or perhaps even 
the lives of our families and children. We see exam-
ples of postmodern perspectives like those of the Hol-
lywood actresses quoted in Part 1, and thank God that 
we have homes, friends, and churches that still hold to 
the truths of the Bible. Most, if not all, of the people in 
our existing churches are modern in their perspective 
and will not challenge us to change. It is likely that the 
people of God will become more and more isolated 
and irrelevant as time passes, but we will hold on to 
the truths we value. 

However, I think God has made it clear that He wants 
more from His people. Jesus said “This is to my Fa-

ther’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing your-

selves to be my disciples” (John 15:8). The servant in 
Luke 19 who buried the money and did not produce 
for his master was called “wicked” because he did 
nothing with the treasure he was given. God wants us 
to take what He has given us and, with His guidance 
and blessing, produce fruit in this world.  

With God’s help, seek to understand the postmod-

ern culture. It is important to remember that learning 
to understand does not mean we also have to adopt! 
We need to realize that producing a  list of Bible 
verses to give a person to prove that the Bible is au-
thoritative is not effective. To act in such a way that 
we know we will hinder someone’s ability to hear the 
message of salvation is contrary to the will of God. 
This does not mean that we, in any way, lessen our 
faith that the Bible IS authoritative and is the inspired 
Word of God. It does mean that we need to learn new 
ways to share this belief with others.  

Just as important, as part of understanding how to bet-
ter share our faith, we must be careful that we are 
sharing God’s truths—not our own opinions or cul-
tural values. Our faith is often buried underneath 

“modern” cultural beliefs and customs. We are to 
share the Gospel with others and let God perform a 
transforming work within them. When we share our 
message, we should not require the listener to be 
someone they are not (and cannot be) to hear, under-
stand, and accept Christ as their Lord. 

Find fresh ways to communicate the Gospel of the 

name of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God to 

the postmodern world. After understanding comes 
the truly difficult part of the task. This is where learn-
ing to depend on God’s Spirit will be necessary for the 
Church to bear fruit. The necessary changes to the way 
we teach, preach and minister will be difficult for all 
of us. Paul advocated this willingness in I Corinthians 
9: 

1Co 9:19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I 

make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as 

possible.  
1Co 9:20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the 

Jews. To those under the law I became like one 

under the law (though I myself am not under the 

law), so as to win those under the law.  
1Co 9:21 To those not having the law I became like 

one not having the law (though I am not free from 

God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win 

those not having the law.  
1Co 9:22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. 

I have become all things to all men so that by all 

possible means I might save some.  
1Co 9:23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I 

may share in its blessings. 

Can the Church of God be as bold as Paul? Even 
though he was not under the law, he was willing to act 
like he was so he could save people. If he was with the 
weak, he became weak to win them to Jesus. God has 
called us to go into the world to preach the Gospel. 
But this commission is to do more than preach to little 
effect and hold fast to our faith. We are called by our 
Lord to glorify God and show we are the disciples of 
Christ by producing much fruit. Like Paul, this might 
be the testimony of the Church of God today: 

To the postmoderns we became postmodern, to win 
the postmoderns. To obey God, we have become all 
things to all men so that by all possible means we 
might save some. We do all this for the sake of the 
gospel, that we may share in its blessings. � 

(Continued from page 11) 

Postmodernism-Part 2 continued... 
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described in terms such as “die,” 
“death,” “perish,” “destroy,” 
“burned up,” “consumed,” and so 
on. Such concepts as “ultimate 
restoration to heaven,” “eternal 
separation from God,” “burning 
forever and never burning up,” 
and “eternal life in hell” (which I 
found on a tract published by a 
prominent disciplemaking 
ministry), are never once hinted 
at in any of its 31,173 verses.

I don’t mean to brag, but the 
fact is, I’ve read the Old 
Testament cover-to-cover in 11 
different translations, and the 
New Testament cover-to-cover 
in 19 different translations. It 
simply isn’t in there.

God certainly has a plan to punish 
those who refuse His generous 
offer of eternal life. The 
punishment consists of the fact 
that they will not get what they 
didn’t ask for. No harsher 
punishment than that is needed, 
and none is promised in the Bible. 
To me, this is a far more 

comforting belief than to think of 
my now-deceased, never-saved 
loved ones as burning forever, 
screaming in pain, within earshot 
of my heavenly mansion. How 
would I be able to enjoy eternity 
in a scenario like that? But that is 
precisely what most Christians 
believe. I’m glad I “discovered” 
what the Bible says!

I didn’t really “discover” it, 
though, and neither did the small 
denomination I now serve as a 
minister. It’s been there all along. 
Every Christian writer before the 
year 177 taught it (I’ve proved this 
in my doctoral thesis, which 
became my “book,” “The Doctrine 
of Immortality in the Early 
Church”; I’d be happy to send you 

a copy by email if you ask me to.) 
It was “buried” under the 
traditional view for several 
centuries, but there were always 
“heretics” who believed it, often at 
the cost of their lives. It 
“ r e appea r ed”  du r i ng  t h e 
Reformation and was held by such 
“greats” as Martin Luther, John 
Wycliffe, William Tyndale, John 

Milton, and others – though 
later rejected by the “mainline” 
churches they founded. It’s 
been preached in America, 
under the label “Conditional 
Immortality,” since at least the 
year 1795. I, myself, have held 
to it for 35 years now, and 
have never found a “flaw” in it, 
though many of my friends 

have shared with me the “flaws” 
they believe it has. I’ll be writing 
about some of those “flaws” in 
future e-tracts. I hope you’ll study 
them with an open mind. But I 
don’t ask you to believe 
ANYTHING unless you become 
convinced it’s what the Bible 
teaches. � 

(Continued from page 9) 
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 “This is the story of a country boy who loved God and wanted to serve Him. It recounts his life's 

adventures through childhood, Bible College, marriage, pastoring for 40 years and African mission 

work for 12 years. It shows how, as he sought God, God blessed him and made him into a servant 

whom God was able to use. I think you will really enjoy this book!”     --Jim Mattison 

    TTTTHEHEHEHE    BOOKBOOKBOOKBOOK    CANCANCANCAN    BEBEBEBE    ORDEREDORDEREDORDEREDORDERED    FROMFROMFROMFROM    THETHETHETHE    CCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE    FORFORFORFOR    $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 PERPERPERPER    COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY    PLUSPLUSPLUSPLUS    SHIP-SHIP-SHIP-SHIP-

Final Destination continued... 

So what is MY final 

destination?...  

“Where do ‘I’ go? 

What becomes of 

‘me’?”
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 Income Budget Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006 

June, 2006 
Budget Actual Variance 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 
 General Contributions 300,000 277,088 -22,912
 Building Our Future Campaign 297,231 67,794 -229,437

 BOF Challenge Gift 0 -40,000
     BOF General Membership 

Response 0 -22,560
 BOF Alumni Association 

Response 0 -5,234
G.C. - Devises & Bequests 5,000 130,141 125,141 
ABC Boosters 13,000 17,767 4,767 

 Subtotal 615,231 492,790 -122,441

SALES: 
 Christian Education Materials 33,852 23,160 -10,692
 Books 22,000 30,198 8,198
 Restitution Herald 0 0 0 
 Age to Come Media Products 300 180 -120
 Theological Journal 300 216 -84
 Sale of Assets 0 1,300 1,300 

 Subtotal 56,452 55,054 -1,398

ABC: 
 Tuition 125,000 100,882 -24,118
 Korean Extension Tuition 115,000 201,450 86,450
 Lodging 52,000 47,428 -4,572
 Washers/Dryers 1,200 1,340 140
 Rentals - ABC Plant 5,600 9,750 4,150
 Late Fees/Rent 5,500 9,141 3,641
 Fees 4,400 7,876 3,476

 Subtotal 308,700 377,867 69,167 

PROGRAM INCOME: 
 Conferences & Workshops *** 11,000 -2,118 -13,118

 Subtotal 11,000 -2,118 -13,118

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest 1,000 1,186 186 
 Transferred In 6,800 7,104 304 

 Subtotal 7,800 8,290 490 

 Income Total 999,183 931,883 -67,300

Building Our Future 
Campaign 

Total contributions since 
inception (2003) 272,766 

 *** Actual 'Conferences and Workshops' net income shows as a negative number 
partially because some FUEL and General Conference income was received in 
June, 2005, prior to the start of this fiscal year. 
�The ‘Variance’ column in each report shows the difference between the amount 
budgeted and the amount actually received (income) or spent (expense). A positive number in this column means 
the income or expense is better than budgeted. A negative number in this column means the income or expense 
is worse than budgeted. 
�These statements report College/Conference income and expense for July, 2005 through June, 2006. 
�The ‘Budget’ column in each report shows the year-to-date portion of the annual budget for each line item. 
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 Expense Budget Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006 

June, 2006 
Budget Actual Variance 

STAFF: 
 Salaries & Wages 484,320 453,879 30,441 
F.I.C.A. Tax 5,500 7,065 -1,565
Employee Benefits 88,152 93,841 -5,689

 Subtotal 577,972 554,785 23,187 

SERVICES: 
 Assistance to Churches 29,000 12,200 16,800 
 Ministerial Association 9,600 9,600 0 
 Youth Program 12,000 12,000 0 

 Subtotal 50,600 33,800 16,800 

SALES EXPENSE: 
 Printing & Binding 28,000 25,708 2,292 
 Postage & Shipping 15,000 12,747 2,253 
 Media Production Expenses 0 0 0 
 Book Store 14,000 18,919 -4,919
 Royalties 0 0 0 

 Subtotal 57,000 57,374 -374

ABC: 
 Clayton Rebate 2,000 0 2,000 
 Advertising--Recruitment 3,500 4,840 -1,340
 ABC Korean Extension Support 31,000 36,524 -5,524
 Library Periodicals 1,500 1,084 416
 Library Books 1,000 71 929 
 Staff Periodicals, Books, Dues 700 1,532 -832
 Staff Training 3,000 1,733 1,267

 Subtotal 42,700 45,784 -3,084

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Travel 30,000 32,852 -2,852
 Motor Vehicles 2,800 1,625 1,175
 Office Supplies & Expense 15,000 13,649 1,351
 Professional Services 11,000 5,997 5,003
 Telephone 22,500 21,181 1,319
 Insurance - Non Plant 600 169 431 
 Supplies & Expense 3,000 5,904 -2,904
 Repairs/Maintenance - Non Plant 25,000 22,157 2,843

 Subtotal 109,900 103,534 6,366 

PLANT EXPENSES: 
 Utilities 32,000 35,271 -3,271
 Insurance - Property 15,000 14,981 19 
 Repairs/Maintenance - Plant 5,000 13,046 -8,046
 Furniture & Equipment 5,000 10,711 -5,711
 Supplies/Expenses Plant 5,000 5,140 -140

 Subtotal 62,000 79,149 -17,149

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest 28,000 28,801 -801
 Other 6,000 5,601 399

 Subtotal 34,000 34,402 -402

 Expense Total 934,172 908,828 25,344 

GRAND TOTAL (Income less Expense) 65,011 23,055 -41,956
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The budgets proposed include both a 
revision of the budget for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 adopted by 
the delegates at the 2005 Summer 
Conference and a budget for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008. 

 Income 
1. General Contributions – non-

specific giving by individuals,
churches, and conferences

2. G. C. – Devises & Bequests –
the College/Conference is the
recipient of annuity payments on a
contract of a deceased member

3.    ABC Boosters – an annual 
giving program that raises funds for 
the College 

4. Christian Education Materials

– includes all sales of Quarterlies &
Kingdom Quest materials

5. Books – cost of books purchased
for resale

6. Age to Come Media Products –
video products and study aides being
produced by the Conference

7. Theological Journals – A
Journal From the Radical

Reformation is currently $24/year
8. Sale of Assets – non-recurring

sales of property or assets
9. Tuition – income is based upon

growth in enrollment and increased
tuition rate

10. Korean Extension Tuition –
income is based upon growth in
enrollment and increased tuition rate

11. Lodging – rent received from
residential properties of the College

12. Washers/Dryers – income from
laundry facilities in apartment
building

13.    Rentals – ABC Plant – rent 
received from use of the 
administration building 

14. Late Fees/Rent – interest income,
registration and other fees from
students

15. Fees – charges for specific
programs for college students, such
as seminars or educational events

16. ABCDF Transfer In – transfer
of investment income from the
Atlanta Bible College Development
Foundation. This transfer has been

suspended from FY 2004-2005
forward because of declines in the
stocks, bonds, and other assets that
make up the Foundation. Transfers

will remain suspended until asset
values recover to $1,000,000 level

17    Interest – money earned on 
checking account through the year 

18. Other – miscellaneous income

and revenues from seminars or 
training events 

19. Transferred In – amounts
transferred in from Restricted Funds
for Missions Support & income from
the Church Builders Appeal
designated for Atlanta Bible College

Expenses 

1. Salaries and Wages – compensation 
for all full-time and part-time staff, 
student employees, paid committee 
staff, and some writers/editors for 
publications. Full-time staff in the 
Atlanta area are co-employed by 
ADP, an employment service that 
provides tax compliance, legal 
compliance assistance, employment 
services, and benefit provisions 

2. FICA Tax – required payment of 
employer taxes on all employees not 
covered by ADP. 

3. Employee Benefits – tax coverage, 
health insurance premiums, Workers 
compensation, and other charges for 
co-employed ADP employees, as 
well as conference premiums for 
Ministers’ Voluntary Retirement 
Association for some employees 

4. Assistance to Churches – funds 
provided to churches granted Church 
Development Aid 

5. Ministerial Association – support 
for programs and expenses of the 
Ministerial Association 

6. Youth Program – funding to 
subsidize the cost of Turning Point 
Youth Ministries and the summer 
FUEL event 

7. Printing and Binding – includes all 
ma te r i a l s  p r in t ed  by t he 
College/Conference, such as 
Kingdom Quest, and the binding of 
permanent materials for the Library 

8. Postage and Shipping – shipping 
charges for The Restitution Herald & 

Progress Journal, A Journal from the 

Radical Reformation, tracts, books, 
and all correspondence 

9. Book Store – textbooks and other 
materials, which are purchased for 
resale 

10. Clayton Rebates – during the first 
three semesters of education, ABC 
students who attend Clayton College 
and State University are eligible for a 
rebate to help offset the out of state 
tuition until they can establish 
residency 

11. Advertising – Recruitment – 
includes newspaper, television, radio 
advertising (Telephone calls, travel, 
printing, and postage are included 
under other line items) 

12. ABC Korean Extension Support – 

expenses associated with the 
providing for the expense budget of 
the ABC Korean Extension 

13. Library Periodicals – journals and 
other magazines for the Library 
collection 

14. Library Books – newly published 
books are acquired to keep the 
Library collection up to date 

15. Staff Periodicals, Books & Dues – a 
small allowance is provided to staff 
to purchase resource material for 
classes and to participate in 
professional organizations 

16. Staff Training – staff members are 
provided opportunities to enhance 
their skills in areas associated with 
their responsibilities 

17. Travel – includes travel for Board 
members, advisory committees, 
special boards and committees, 
student groups, and staff 

18. Motor Vehicles – license plates, 
insurance, and maintenance for 
vehicles 

19. Office Supplies & Expense – paper, 
printer cartridges, stationery, 
envelopes, etc., and supplies for 
Kingdom Quest and other products 

20. Professional Services – costs of 
annual audit, as required by the 
Constitution and annual fees to 
accrediting association 

21. Telephone – basic and long distance 
service, including the cost of all 
“800” number calls which are 
provided toll free to the caller; also 
includes internet data lines 

22. Insurance – Non-Plant – liability 
insurance for employees and 
directors 

23. Supplies & Expense – printing 
supplies, paper products, and other 
operational expenses 

24. Repairs & Maintenance – non-

plant – maintenance agreements and 
repairs for office and library 
equipment 

25. Utilities – costs of electricity, water, 
etc. 

26. Insurance – Property – costs of 
insurance for facilities 

27. Repairs/Maint – Plant – costs for 
plant support and maintenance 

28. Furniture and Equipment – 
includes all furniture, software, 
computers, and office machines 

29. Supplies/Exp – Plant – cleaning 
supplies, restroom supplies, etc. 

30. Interest – interest paid on funds 
borrowed from Restricted Funds 

31. Other – miscellaneous charges. 

Finance—Explanation of Accounts in the Budget 
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Proposed Budget for General Conference 

General Conference 
FY 06-07 & 07-08 
Budgets Original Amended Proposed 

Budget Budget Budget 

Expenses FY '06-'07 FY '06-'07 FY '07-'08 
STAFF: 
 Salaries & Wages $474,320 $492,673 $517,306 
F.I.C.A. Tax $5,500 $8,000 $8,400 
Employee Benefits $94,152 $84,029 $96,633 

     Subtotal $573,972 $584,701 $622,339 
SERVICES: 
   Assistance to 
Churches $24,000 $12,000 $12,000 
 Ministerial Association $9,600 $9,600 $9,600 
 Youth Program $10,000 $11,000 $12,000 

     Subtotal $43,600 $32,600 $33,600 
SALES EXPENSE: 
 Printing & Binding $29,000 $29,000 $30,000 
 Postage & Shipping $16,000 $15,000 $17,000 
 Book Store $16,000 $18,000 $19,000 

     Subtotal $61,000 $62,000 $66,000 
ABC: 
 Clayton Rebate $2,000 $0 $0 

   Advertising--
Recruitment $4,000 $4,000 $5,000 
 ABC Korean Extension 

Support $35,000 $22,000 $24,000 
 Library Periodicals $1,500 $1,600 $2,000 
 Library Books $1,000 $1,000 $1,500 
 Staff Periodicals, 

Books, Dues $702 $750 $800 
 Staff Training $3,500 $1,000 $1,500 

     Subtotal $47,702 $30,350 $34,800 
ADMINISTRATION: 
 Travel $32,000 $33,000 $34,000 
 Motor Vehicles $2,000 $0 $0 
 Office Supplies & 

Expense $16,000 $14,000 $15,500 
 Professional Services $11,500 $8,000 $8,000 
 Telephone $23,500 $22,000 $24,000 
 Insurance - Non Plant $600 $300 $400 
 Supplies & Expense $3,200 $5,500 $6,000 
 Repairs/Maintenance - 

Non Plant $26,000 $25,000 $26,000 

     Subtotal $114,800 $107,800 $113,900 
PLANT EXPENSES: 
 Utilities $33,000 $37,000 $39,000 
 Insurance - Property $16,000 $16,000 $16,500 
 Repairs/Maintenance - 

Plant $6,000 $17,000 $18,000 
 Furniture & Equipment $3,000 $14,000 $15,000 

   Supplies/Expenses 
Plant $5,000 $6,000 $7,000 

     Subtotal $63,000 $90,000 $95,500 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest $28,000 $27,300 $28,000 
 Other $7,000 $7,800 $8,000 

 Subtotal $35,000 $35,100 $36,000 

 Expense Total $939,074 $942,551 $1,002,139 

Income Total $877,787 $942,811 $1,006,072 

TOTAL (Income - 
Expense) -$61,287 $260 $3,933

General Conference 
FY 06-07 & 07-08 
Budgets Original Amended Proposed 

Budget Budget Budget 

Income FY '06-'07 
FY '06-

'07 FY '07-'08 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 
   General 
Contributions $375,000 $416,411 $437,232 
   Building Our Future 
Campaign 

 BOF Challenge 
Gift 

 BOF General 
Membership 
Response 

     BOF Alumni 
Association Response 
G.C. - Devises &

Bequests $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 
 ABC Boosters $15,000 $16,000 $17,000 
 Subtotal $395,000 $437,411 $459,232 

SALES: 
   Christian Education 
Materials $37,237 $25,400 $27,940 
 Books $25,000 $27,000 $29,000 

   Age to Come Media 
Products $1,000 $0 $0 
 Theological Journal $800 $0 $0 
 Sale of Assets $0 $0 $0 
 Subtotal $64,037 $52,400 $56,940 

ABC: 
 Tuition $156,250 $114,000 $125,400 

   Korean Extension 
Tuition $161,000 $230,000 $253,000 
 Lodging $59,800 $54,000 $52,000 
 Washers/Dryers $1,400 $900 $900 
 Rentals - ABC Plant $6,500 $10,000 $10,000 
 Late Fees/Rent $5,000 $9,000 $8,500 
 Fees $6,000 $7,000 $6,000 
 Subtotal $395,950 $424,900 $455,800 

PROGRAM INCOME: 
   Conferences & 
Workshops *** $15,000 $5,000 $3,000 
 Subtotal $15,000 $5,000 $3,000 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest $1,000 $1,100 $1,100 
 Transferred In $6,800 $22,000 $30,000 
 Subtotal $7,800 $23,100 $31,100 

 Income Total $877,787 $942,811 $1,006,072 

This column 
presents 

originally adopted 
budget for 
2006-07 

Church of God General Conference/Atlanta Bible 
College 

Proposed Budgets 
The document on this page is displayed for Church of God 

delegates to review for voting during the annual summer General 
Conference. 

 

This column presents 
changes to adopted 
budget finances for 

2006-07 

This column presents 
proposed budget for 

2007-08. 

Adopted 
Budget 

Amended 
Budget 

Proposed 
Budget 

General 
Contributions 

$375,000 $416,411  $437,232  

How to Read: 
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 Church News 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
Georgia 
Cornerstone – Jesse Acuff, Anthony Black, Sharon 
Black, Mark Clarke, Carol Faircloth, Ray Faircloth, Ann 
Roes, Marcy Turley (4/23/06) following the annual 
Theological Conference, by Pastor Dale Swartz and 
Dustin Smith; Allen Walden (6/11/06) by Pastor Andy 
Cisneros 

Morrow – Lucinda Chisman (4/06), at Atlanta Bible 
College, by Anthony Buzzard and Mike Chisman 

Illinois 
Oregon – Kayla Noel Magaw, Kristen Brianna Magaw 
(7/9/06) by their grandfather, Pastor Russ Magaw 

Indiana 
North Salem – Pat Leatherman, Sarah Watson, Bob 
Croy, Krista Webb, Molly Bailey (4/06) by Pastor Darrell 
Cardwell 

Minnesota 
Eden Valley – Kelsey Schneider, Claire Kirkpatrick 
(7/9/06) by their grandfather, Eddie Kirkpatrick, and 
Pastor Daniel Smead at the Minnesota Church of God 
Campground 

South Carolina 
Guthrie Grove – Michael and Jasara Finnegan (5/7/06) 
by Jasara’s father, Pastor Jamie Engelbert; Kaitlyn 
Walters (6/25/06) by her father, Kenny Walters 

MarriagesMarriagesMarriagesMarriages 

South Carolina 
Bethel – Richard Saucier and Wanda Howard (5/6/06) 
by Pastor Jeff Fletcher 

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths 
Alabama 

Jacksonville – Dr. Milo Magaw, 75 (6/8/06), long time 
faithful supporter of the college and conference. Service 
by Pastor Russ Magaw 

Arkansas 
Clark Chapel – Willard “Bill” Downs, 80 (6/5/06), long 
time faithful member and elder. Service by Pastor Roy 
Humphreys 

Georgia 
New Friends – Mary Krogh, 93 (5/24/06), mother of 

Rachel Carr and David Krogh and wife of the late 
Pastor Harvey U. Krogh, Jr.  She was a former 
housemother for women students at Oregon Bible 
College and volunteered for many years as a helper in 
the Conference mailing department and as a 
proofreader for the publishing department.  Service at 
Oregon, IL Church of God by Pastor Michael Hoffman. 

Illinois 
Ripley – L. Ellouise Wells (3/29/06), long time faithful 
member. Service by Pastor Brian Froehlich 

Michigan 
East Lansing – Lila Guiles, 93 (6/30/06), long time 
faithful member, baptized by Press Sweaney in 1926. 
Service by Pastors Rex and Alan Cain 

Ontario, Canada 
Glad Tidings – Glynn High, 82 (6/13/06). Service by 
Pastor Michael Brown 

South Carolina 
Bethel – Richard Hammond (6/5/06). Service by Pastor 
Jeff Fletcher. Bobby Hammonds (6/8/06). Service by 
Pastors Jeff Fletcher and Alan Cain 

Texas 
Corinth – Betty Jean Doan, 81, (6/10/06), wife of the 
late Pastor Harold Doan. 

Church Name Change – Fair Oaks Community Church 
of God, Herndon, Virginia, has changed their name to 
“Oak Hill Community Church of God – Abrahamic 
Faith.”  The new website is 
www.oakhillchurch.homestead.com. Address: 3309 W 
Ox Rd, Oak Hill, VA 22701. 

The Blanchard Church of God in 

Blanchard, Michigan is currently 

seeking a growth oriented pastor.  We 

are an established church with 

approximately 40 dedicated people with 

great growth potential in the 

surrounding area.  Interested pastors 

may call Elder/Chairman of the Board 

Terry Kunst at 989-560-1268 or e-mail 

him at terry@mtpleasantagency.com. 
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September  2006 

Prayer & Praise 
August 2006 

1 Pray for the Mexico mission team in Labor Vieja. 
2 Praise God for the beauty of His creation. 
3 Pray for Mark and Terri Tschaenn and the Indianapolis 

church planting. 
4   Pray for your pastor and his family today. 
5   Pray for new students as they prepare to attend Atlanta 

Bible College later this month. 
6   Pray for the mission team traveling home from 

Mexico. 
7 Pray for Pastor Connie Scott and her ministry at Pine 

Grove, Minnesota. 
8 Pray for the Board of Directors as they lead the 

ministries of the College/Conference. 
9 Praise God for the faithful ministry of the ABC/General 

Conference staff. 
10 Pray for the folks meeting for General Conference 

at Timberland Bible Church. 
11 Pray for God to guide and direct business conducted by 

delegates at General Conference. 
12 Pray for ABC instructors as they prepare to teach 

classes at Atlanta Bible College. 
13   Pray for the Focus on the Kingdom radio ministry. 
14 Pray for Jon Cheatwood in his work as Youth 

Coordinator for ABC and the General Conference. 

15 Praise God for the faith of the brethren in the 
Philippines. 

16 Praise God for the challenges He sends your way. 
17 Pray for God to raise up more pastors. 
18 Praise God for His love and faithfulness. 
19 Pray for Lacey Dunn as she works for ABC/General 

Conference in various areas of staff support. 
20 Praise God for His incredible power. 
21 Pray for Atlanta Bible College students as classes begin 

today. 
22 Pray for individuals who feel led by God to pursue 

mission careers. 
23 Pray for the leadership of your local church. 
24  Praise God that He is sufficient to meet every need. 
25  Pray for spiritual renewal for yourself and your church. 
26  Pray that the financial needs of the Conference and 

 College will be met. 
27  Praise God for your heritage of faith. 
28 Pray that God might speak through you to someone 

who is hurting. 
29 Pray for someone you know who needs to make Christ 

Lord. 
30 Pray for an opportunity to share your faith this 

week. 

 

1 Pray for the youth of your local church and the 
General Conference. 

2 Pray for Pastor John and Gayle Guthrie and their work at 
East Oregon, Illinois. 

3  Pray that God might be praised through your 
worship today. 

4  Praise God this Labor Day for the work and ministry He 
has provided to you. 

5 Pray for Pastor Dale and Cheryl Swartz and the 
congregation at Litchfield, MN. 

6 Praise God for the growth of the Maple Grove 
congregation in Kokomo, Indiana. 

7 Pray for healing for someone you know who is in 
need. 

8 Pray that God would continue to financially bless the 
work of the General Conference and Atlanta Bible 
College. 

9 Praise God for the gift of His Son. 
10 Praise God for His daily mercies. 
11 Pray for the outreach of Beder Ucanay in Lima, Peru. 
12 Praise God for the beauty of each season. 
13 Pray for retired pastors and their spouses. 
14 Pray for spiritual renewal and growth for students 

preparing for ministry. 

15 Praise God for the prayer partners and financial 
supporters of the General Conference. 

16 Pray for your church family and for spiritual growth. 
17 Praise God for Tracy Savage Zhykhovich and her 

ministry in Russia. 
18 Pray for your own personal desire to love God more. 
19 Pray for mission work in the Philippine Islands.  
20 Pray for your family and your friends. 
21 Pray for ABC students as they prepare for ministry. 
22 Pray for all the faithful pastors and workers in Malawi. 
23 Pray for those who are seeking God’s will for their 

lives. 
24 Pray for church workers in India. 
25 Pray for Pastor Dale and Connie Ramsey and the 

Cool Spring Church in VA. 
26 Praise God for His Word which provides guidance for 

your life. 
27 Pray that you will let your light shine for Christ. 
28 Praise God for new believers in your church family. 
29 Pray for the faith to stand firm when temptation 

comes. 
30 Pray for the soon return of Christ and that you will 

remain faithful. 
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The Columbia Station story 

can help your church! 

 A presentation of the Columbia Station story is now available to 
help your church grow and become an active part of your 
community.  Pastor Dave Swartz has put together a presentation 
that shares the church history from is beginning in 1963 until it 
closed in 2004.  The presentation shares the strengths and 
weaknesses of the church, and most of all, the lessons learned in 
closing and beyond.  Pastor Dave is interested in sharing this 
information with you.  For more information, contact him at: 
(440) 327-6816 or DaveSwartz@aol.com.

Atlanta Bible College 
Church of God General Conference 
P.O. Box 100,000 
Morrow, GA  30260 

Address Service Requested 
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Pastor needed: 
Chapel Hill Church of God

is in need of a pastor. We are searching for a part-
time pastor to work with our dedicated members. 
Chapel Hill is a country church and has access to 

community colleges. Please contact: 

 Shirley Wood 
16093 Maple Ave. 

Belle Center, Ohio 43310 
1-937-842-2803 

E-Mail- sandwood@bright.net

SEARCHING…SEARCHING…SEARCHING…SEARCHING…    

FOR A CHURCH TO FOR A CHURCH TO FOR A CHURCH TO FOR A CHURCH TO 

SERVE!!!SERVE!!!SERVE!!!SERVE!!!

My name is Terrence Raper and I 
am a personable and eager leader 
looking for a church to serve and 
grow.  I have attended Atlanta 
Bible College off and on since 
1999, and I am currently the 
apartment manager (dorm 
parent) at ABC.  I have served at 
four COG/GC churches in some 
capacity since 2000 (Southlawn, 
North Hills, Blood River, and 
Beloit New Life—mostly Youth 
Ministry). I am interested and 
excited about finding a church 
located in a rural community to 
eventually start my own family. 

C o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n 
P e y t o n 8 7 @ h o t m a i l . c o m 
( 4 0 4 ) 3 6 3 - 0 5 1 2  h o m e 
(404)931-1724  cell
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“ 
Get behind me Satan!” (Mt. 
16:23).1  Wow, what a shock 
that must have been to Peter! 
He missed a major part of 

Jesus’ job description from the Old 
Testament.  Peter also missed 
important aspects of what we now 
know as the First Advent of the 
Messiah.  Jesus was proud of him 
when Peter said, “you are the Christ 
(Messiah), the Son of the living God” 
(Mt. 16:16).  Jesus then quickly 
responded, “on this I will build my 
church.”  Maybe,  impetuous Peter lost 
a little humility and got a “big head.”  

Could we have done any better? 
Probably not.  I don’t believe that any 
of us would have had the guts to take 
Jesus aside and begin to rebuke him 
(v. 22) for saying he had to go to 
Jerusalem and die.  I think I would just 
get Thomas over to the side and say, 
“What in the world is he talking 
about?  You know I have my doubts, 
and I’m not sure about THIS plan 
either!” 

The plan of God for the coming of the 
Messiah to preach the Kingdom 
message and deal with sins, the First 
Advent, and the coming to establish 
the Kingdom at the Second Advent, 
may now be clear to us.  However, we 
won’t get an “A” in the course, God’s 
Plan 101, until we review Jesus’ job 
descriptions from the Old Testament. 

Since Adam and Eve, our true 
relationship with God was severed, by 
our poor choices.  God must deal with 
sin, since “the wages of sin is death” 
(Rm. 6:23).  In the Garden of Eden, 

(Gen. 3:15) we have an obscure 
passage where God promises to the 
serpent, “I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Deuteronomy 18:18 says, “I will raise 
up for them a prophet…” (God 
speaking).  Great anticipation could be 
felt in the nation of Israel.  Just as 
noted in Isaiah 9:6, “for to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given...,” the 
expectant advent, coming, presence of 
the future Messiah/Prophet/Leader 
was hoped for, longed for and prayed 
for. 

Evidently Peter had overlooked a 
major aspect of Messiah/Christ’s first 
advent, some of which have come to 
be known as the “Suffering Servant 
Songs” found in Isaiah (42, 49, 50, 
and 52/53).  Chapter 42 begins, “here 
is my servant…”  These “Ebed 
YHWH,”  “Servant of the LORD,” 
passages contain things the Messiah 
was to do FIRST: 

� “…bring forth justice…”  (42:3). 
� “…be a covenant for the 

people…”  (42:6, 49:8). 
� “…bring my salvation to the 

ends of the earth”  (49:6). 
� “…offered my back”  (50:6). 
� “…mocking and spitting”  (50:6). 
� “…disfigured…marred”  (52:14). 
� “…he took up our infirmities” 

(53:4). 
� “…pierced for our transgressions” 

(53:5). 
� “…crushed for our iniquities” 

(53:5). 
� “…cut off from the land of the 

living”  (53:8). 

Verse 11, of chapter 53 says, “after the 
suffering of his soul, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied.”  That 
was about the resurrection!  Maybe 
Peter was caught up in the “pomp and 
circumstance” of what the Second 
Advent could look like if he could not 
see the First? 

According to the technical use of the 
term parousia/advent in the New 
Testament times, it meant the visit of a 
ruler.  Quite often, the coming of the 
emperor, or one of the emperor’s 
family, was celebrated by the minting 
of “advent coins.”  When Nero came 
to Corinth, they celebrated with a coin, 
“Adventus Augusti.”2   

We might encourage Peter to “not get 
caught up in the hype” and to focus on 
“first things first.” 

Maybe he wanted to bypass the 
“Suffering Servant” portion of Jesus’ 
job description and go directly to the 
“big” stuff, smashing the kingdoms of 
the world (e.g. the Romans).  Dr. 
George Ladd suggests there are three 
words in the New Testament to 
describe the second advent: parousia 
( coming ,  a r r i va l ,  p r e sence ) , 
apokalypsis (revelation, compare our 
apocaplypse)  and epiphaneia 
(manifestation).3  It IS going to be a 
BIG event.  “The kingdoms of the 
world will become the Kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ” (Rev. 
11:15).  Obviously, that is our 
“blessed hope”— Jesus’ coming and 
the establishment of the Kingdom in 
preparation for the ultimate Advent of 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Mystery of  Jesus’ Advent, TWO ADVENTS!
By Dr. Joe Martin
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• THE ONENESS OF GOD (1 COR. 8:6);
• THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD’S POWER (ACTS 1:8);
• JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON (MATT. 16:16),
AND IS OUR MEDIATOR (1 TIM. 2:5);

• THE BIBLE IS THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD (2 TIM. 3:16);
• THE MORTALITY OF MAN (JOB 4:17; PSA. 146:4);
• THE NEAR RETURN OF CHRIST (ACTS 1:11), AND LIFE ONLY
THROUGH HIM (COL. 3:3);

• THE LITERAL RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (JOHN 5:28);
• THE IMMORTALIZATION OF THOSE IN CHRIST
(1 COR. 15:53, 54);

• THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED (REV. 21:8);
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From the CAO... 

G 
reetings to you all 
once again from 
Atlanta!  The entire 
community of staff 

and students from the General 
Conference and College extend 
their wishes for a wonderful 
holiday season.  I write to you 
prior to the Thanksgiving 
weekend, but I realize that many 
of you will not receive the 
PJ/Herald until you are well into 
the Christmas season rush and 
bustle.  May God bless you all in 
this most special time of the year. 

December brings us to the end of 
the Fall Semester at the College. 
It has been a rewarding and 
eventful semester.  It is always 
hard to imagine how rapidly the 
days and weeks will pass by for 
both staff and students.  The final 
day of the semester will be 
December 8, 2006.  I am very 
proud of the students at the 
College this semester, and pleased 
with the commitments they have 

made  t o  academic s  and 
participation in school and local 
ministries.  This semester’s record 
attendance was truly blessed by 
God. 

You should have received an 
informational flyer from the 
General Conference Board of 
Directors letting you know of 
some of the important events 
occurring.  (A copy of this letter is 
printed on pages 4 and 5.)  One of 
the very positive events is the 
hiring of Pastor Dale Bliss to 
become part of the General 
Conference staff as the Director of 
Development.  This important role 
will serve as the spearhead for 
continuing to seek new and 
increased funding and resources 
for the General Conference. 
Financial giving to ministry is 
truly a God-ordained opportunity. 
Dale brings a focus on the 
spiritual importance of giving and 
a great deal of energy to this new 
job.  We all welcome him to the 

staff. 

The flyer also gave you some 
preliminary information on a very 
exciting possibility – the potential 
relocation of the College facility! 
This is an option currently under 
review by the Atlanta Bible 
College Board of Directors and 
the College staff.  This idea was 
suggested by the staff and then 
evaluated by the Board of 
Directors in their Fall Strategy 
meeting in Atlanta.  The decision 
was to move forward with the 
evaluation of its feasibility.  

 The College is not exploring this 
option because we face some type 
of crisis or threat.  The possibility 
of relocation is being considered 
because of the great number of 
blessings God has provided to 
ABC.  As our enrollment has 
continued to increase, we are 
outgrowing our current facility. 
God has provided a potential way 
of allowing our ministry to grow 
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even more as we look to serve 
existing students more effectively. 
As described in the letter, the 
most likely option if the College 
were to relocate is in Henry 
County, approximately 20 miles 
southeast of our current location. 
We plan to locate a new 
College/Conference facility on 
property adjacent to the 
Cornerstone Bible Church facility 
located in McDonough, Georgia. 
The staff is excited about this 
possibility, although much more 
work needs to be done prior to 
making such a decision.  Here are 
some of the important facts 
involved in determining to study 
this option. 

As mentioned, the College is 
rapidly outgrowing the current 
facility.  With our current 
enrollment, we have been forced 
to use all available space, 
including the Conference Room, 
Chapel, and even the Library to 
conduct  c lasses .   These 
alternatives to classrooms were 
not designed to best meet the 
needs of instructors or students. In 
the next two semesters, we 
anticipate even more growth in 
the student body and the Korean 
Extension, and the current 
building is not large enough to 
accommodate all the proposed 
classes.  Expansion of the current 
structures would be difficult and 
expensive, and would require that 
the construction be financed.  If 
God blesses the planning for 
relocation, the new larger site 
could be paid for without external 
financing being required. 

We have also seen a change in the 
community in which we are 
located.  The demographics of the 
area around the College have 

changed a great deal in the past 15 
years, and our community does 
not provide fertile ground for 
recruiting students.  The College 
studied the current student 
enrollment and found that only a 
small percentage of current 
students actually live within 10 
miles of the current location.  As 
explained more fully in the flyer, 
a possible move to the south, 
coupled with inclusion of leased 
or rented classroom space to the 
northeast of Morrow, would make 
us more accessible to many of our 
current and potential students. 

As we look to the future, we feel 
that Morrow will continue to 
grow, but we will not recruit most 
of our potential students from the 
immediate vicinity of the College. 
However, Henry County is one of 
the fastest growing counties in the 
nation.  This growth offers great 
potential for recruiting, as well as 
employment opportunities for 
students.  Being located by the 
excellent facilities of Cornerstone 
would offer the students new 
chances to be involved in local 
church ministry.  The church also 
has a gymnasium and other 
welcome options that could 
benefit the students and staff.  The 
time to make this decision may be 
upon us.  If we decide to relocate, 
the time required is considerable. 
We asked some professional 
realtors from Henry County for 
estimates of the time required to 
get approval from the proper 
authorities to build a new site. 
These estimates were 18 to 24 
months before construction could 
start.  Therefore, a realistic time 
frame for relocation could be as 
late as Spring or Fall of 2009.  In 
other words, if relocation is 
approved, it could take up to 3 

years before we would be ready 
for the physical transition. 

Atlanta Bible College exists to 
train men and women to be more 
effective ministers for God and 
His son Jesus.  The only reason 
we would choose to relocate 
would be if such a move increases 
our ability to fulfill this mission. 
We are also committed to each 
and every student – if the Lord 
leads us to relocate the College, 
we will not abandon our efforts to 
provide Bible-based higher 
education for all of our current 
students.  

I think it is important to realize 
that so many of the hoped-for 
reasons to relocate OBC to the 
Atlanta area almost 2 decades ago 
have come to pass. The largest 
numbers of students in our 
history, growing enrollment, 
academic achievement, and the 
development of new local 
churches (Cornerstone Bible 
Church, New Friends, the Park, 
Restoration Church of God, 
Simple Teachings, and the Korean 
American Community Church) 
have all been realized as God has 
led and blessed the efforts of His 
people.  This potential new 
opportunity can be another 
significant challenge that also 
brings great promise.  We need to 
carefully consider the wisdom 
God can give us as we look to the 
future.  I will continue to keep 
you informed of the status of this 
process.  Join us in praying that 
God will lead us and direct us to 
know His will for our College. 

In Christ, 

 Tim 

From the CAO continued... 
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A 
s a spokesman for 
the Board of 
Directors, it is a 
great privilege to 

let you know of our plans for 
the future.  This letter is 
i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e 
information on our recent 
strategy meetings, to highlight 
some of the plans developed, 
and to let you know how 
excited the Board is about our 
future opportunities.  The 
Board met mid-October, and 
the meetings were the most fun 
I have had in my term on the 
Board.  Since 2002, the Fall 
Board meetings have been 
devoted to long range planning. 
Many times this has included 
reviewing or re-focusing our 
Mission and Vision statements. 
These items are provided to 
you below.  However, this year 
the Board and staff focused on 
HOW to achieve the Vision—
the practical steps necessary to 
move forward with our plans 
for the future.  Please note that 
three (3) of the focus areas are 
in bold and italicized print. 
These are the areas that the 
Board concentrated on during 
this year’s planning sessions. 
The opportunities that God has 
placed before us are what gives 

us such a strong sense of 
excitement for the future.  

To address the expansion of 
our financial resources, I am 
pleased to announce that Pastor 
Dale Bliss has been hired to 
serve as the Director of 
Development for the General 
Conference. In simple terms, 
Dale’s responsibilities will be 

a i m e d a t 
building the 
f i n a n c i a l , 
relational, and 
other resources 
required to 
support the 
ministries of 
the College 
and Ministry 

Services Network. Much more 
than just  fund-rai s ing, 
development programs are 
efforts to coordinate our 
gathering of resources into a 
spiritually-led and God-
directed program to support our 
ministries.  

This will mark the first time 
that such a position has been 
created by the General 
Conference.  Dale has the 
personality and desire for the 
job, and he will continue to 

d e v e l o p  t h e  s k i l l - s e t 
required.  He is already well on 
his way.  He will work in this 
position full-time from his 
current home in Kokomo, 
Indiana.  He will continue to 
serve, as he currently does, as 
part-time pastor of Maple 
Grove Church in Kokomo.  He 
began this job Monday, 
October 30, 2006.  The biggest 
downside to Dale accepting 
this job is losing him as a 
member of the Board of 
Directors.  The Constitution 
a nd  By -Laws  o f  t h e 
Conference do not allow a 
person to be a member of the 
Board and serve as a 
Conference employee.  

The Board has appointed Bob 
Morrison to fill Dale's position 
until General Conference next 
year.  At the Conference, we 
will elect three people to the 
Board. Two positions will be 
full-terms to replace Joe James 
and myself; one will be for a 
one-year term to complete 
Dale’s unexpired term. Serving 
on the Board has been an 
incredible privilege and 
pleasure for me.  It is time -
consuming at times and a 
challenge always, but it has 

MISSION MISSION MISSION MISSION OFOFOFOF    THETHETHETHE    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    OFOFOFOF    GGGGODODODOD    GGGGENERALENERALENERALENERAL    CCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE::::    

To serve churches and individuals in the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

God’s Kingdom  

VVVVISIONISIONISIONISION 
Atlanta Bible College provides excellent biblical education with spiritual development opportunities 

for a growing and diverse student body. 
1. Commit to excellence in academic affairs
2. Attract and retain a highly qualified staff committed to personal and student development

3. Develop expanding financial resources to fund current operations and future goals

4. Increase our curriculum choices in areas of specialized ministry focus

5. Continue educational programs for diverse cultures, races and generations

6. Provide a physical and virtual campus appropriate to our curriculum and goals

7. Commit to explore and implement effective avenues of communication in each ministry effort

From Michael Hoffman, Board Chair 
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also been very gratifying and 
significant to me to be a part of 
guiding our ministries.  I enjoy 
working as a partner with the 
entire staff in accomplishing 
the Mission listed above.  I 
hope many of you will consider 
running for this important 
ministry.  

Much time was devoted to 
talking about how the College 
has grown and future campus 
development.  God has been so 
faithful and is blessing our 
ministries beyond our dreams 
of just a few years ago.  We are 
facing many of the right kind 
of problems in terms of space, 
parking, facility upkeep, etc. 
With this semester’s record 
enrollment of approximately 
140 students, we frequently 
find our facility to be 
inadequate to support our level 
of ministry.  The Board and 
College staff discussed some 
potential solutions to solving 
these problems while moving 
towards our ultimate Vision for 
ABC.  The most advantageous 
proposal may be to move to a 
new location in neighboring 
Henry County, Georgia.  The 

Board and staff feel that a 
r e p l a c e m e n t  C o l l e g e 
adminis t ra t i ve /c l ass room 
facility could be constructed on 
property recently offered 
for sale adjacent to the 
Corners tone  Bib le 
Church in McDonough, 
Georgia .  This  i s 
approximately fifteen 
miles from the current 
location, in one of the 
nation’s fastest growing 
counties (see Exhibit B). 
The Board authorized 
continuing investigation 
of this exciting prospect. 
To prevent the loss of 
service to existing 
students, the College is 
investigating how to use leased 
facilities to offer classes in 
areas closer to the homes of the 
students.  Exhibit A shows that 
a large majority of students live 
more that ten (10) miles from 
our existing location.  Many 
live south of Morrow and 
would find the new site to be 
ideal.  However, more than 
50%  o f  s t uden t s  a r e 
concentrated in the northwest 
area of the Atlanta region.  A 
leased classroom facility in this 

area would allow regular 
and Korean Extension 
classes to attract students 
that are currently unable 
to commute the long 
distance to Morrow. 
Some  p r e l im ina r y 
estimates by realtors 
familiar with both 
counties, indicate that the 
College could benefit 
financially from selling 
the current site.  Annual 
operating costs would be 
reduced by the new 
location. Cornerstone 

Bible Church would be an ideal 
neighbor and would benefit by 
sharing portions of its excellent 
facility with the College. 

Much more work remains to be 
done before we will be ready to 
make this decision, but the 
Board and staff continue to 
explore this option.  Financial 
benefits or even increased 
opportunities for staff and 
students are very important, but 
the most important question to 
be answered is, “Is this what 
God wants us to do?”  Please 
pray for God’s wisdom and 
guidance in this matter, as well 
as, in all the ministries of the 
General Conference.  We plan 
to keep you regularly informed 
as we investigate further into 
these opportunities, and also 
plan to provide updated 
information on our website. 
May God bless you in all His 
ways! 

In Christ, 

Michael Hoffman 

5 miles 11% 
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 The Ministry of Development by Dale Bliss 

I 
n an effort to serve the 
Church of God General 
Conference, through 
Atlanta Bible College and 

the Ministry Services Network, 
a new Development Office has 
been created. The Development 
Office, or The Ministry of 
Development, was launched 
October 30, 2006.  Actually, 
the work of Christ ian 
development is not at all new 
to the General Conference. 
From the days of Stan Ross, 
our Conference and College 
leaders have worked diligently 
to raise millions of dollars to 
support and expand the mission 
of the Abrahamic Faith. 
L ikewi se ,  Developmen t 
Ministry is not new to any local 
c h u r c h  o r  m i n i s t r y 
organization.   

Every ministry seeks and to 
some degree of success, finds 
the resources needed to thrive. 
What is new is the very 
intentional, professional, and 
strategic approach to securing 
the significant amount of 
resources needed to accomplish 
the life-saving work that God 
has called us to do in Christ.   

A s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Development, I will continue 
to address the powerful topic of 
Ministry Development.  For 
now, I’d like to introduce a few 
ideas that may help you better 
understand the purpose and 
p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  n ew 
Development Office. 

The Ministry of Development 
is a process of creating 

opportunities to connect God’s 

Kingdom people with God’s 
Kingdom work.  This 

connection is in the form of 
g i v i n g  t a l e n t s ,  t im e , 
possessions, and gifts of 
money.  This development 
process links the ones who 
believe in God’s Kingdom 
work on the earth, to the work 
itself.  

There is no shortage of 
ministry ambition in the people 
of the Church of God.  In every 
corner of the country, I know 
people who dream, design and 
carry out wonderful, life-
changing ministries: Christian 
camps for inner-city youth; 
retreat centers for pastors and 
leaders to renew and refresh; 
mission efforts to take the 
gospel around the globe; new 
and not so new churches 
seeking a pastor to lead them 
into the future.  While each 
ministry is different, they all 
have one thing in common, 
they need money and support 
to make them happen.  The 
work  o f  t he  Gene ra l 
Conference and Atlanta Bible 
College share the same 
passions and needs.  The 
Ministry of Development is 
formed to  create  the 

opportunities to connect God’s 

Kingdom people with God’s 
Kingdom work throughout our 
n e two r k  o f  c hu r ch e s , 
conferences, college and 
ministries. 

Sometimes Development 
(a.k.a.. fundraising) is viewed 
as a necessary evil.  On the 
contrary, the Ministry of 
Development has always been 
a very exciting tool that God 
has used to provide for His 
people and help them succeed. 
Everything from funding the 

Exodus, to building Solomon’s 
Temple, to rebuilding the walls 
of Jerusalem, to providing 
lunch for 5,000 of Jesus’ 
seminar guests, have required a 
connection between those who 
have received the resources and 
those who need it next.   

You’ve heard it said that we 
are blessed to be a blessing. 
The very purpose of God’s 
blessing in our lives is to grow 
in God’s character.  God’s 
character is one of creating, 
giving and blessing.  Our 
Father loves to pass on 
everything in His universe to 
His children.  He wants nothing 
more than to watch us follow 
His example and pass on the 
blessing throughout the 
Kingdom work.  God wants 
His blessings to come through 
you, not just come to you.  It’s 
a concept of dynamic vs. static 
blessing.  God’s abundance is 
intended to flow, lest it become 
s tagnant  and  lose i t s 
usefulness.  The Ministry of 
Development is based on this 
powerful concept.     

Development is not just about 
raising money, however. 
Raising money is the end 
result, but not the priority. 
While a farmer’s end result is 
the harvest, sowing the seed is 
the priority.  The priority of the 
Ministry of Development is the 
spiritual maturity of the giver 
or donor.   

Remember the widow who 
gave her last two small coins to 
the temple treasury? (Luke 
21:1-4; Mark 12:41-44).  Jesus 
knew it was her last two copper 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 Ministry of Development continued... 

coins, worth less then a penny. 
If giving was first about the 
gift, why was this pittance so 
impressive to Jesus?  If giving 
was more about the raising of 
funds, why did he proclaim her 
to the greatest among all 
donors?  If the priority of 
giving was about wealth and 
riches, why didn’t he give her 
coins, and perhaps some extra, 
back to her?  Because Jesus 
knew what they witnessed was 
not just her act of giving, but 
her relationship with God.  In 
the same way, the Ministry of 
Development is first about the 
giver and the opportunity for 
faithfulness in our relationship 
with God. 

The goal of the Development 
Office is to connect those who 
wish to give of the blessing 
they have received, with those 
who need that blessing next.  I 
will work with donors of all 
kinds: develop gifts large and 
small, immediate and deferred; 
seek foundation grants for 
major projects and growing 
operations; design signature 

event fundraisers; develop a 
team of volunteers to assist the 
work and provide counsel; and 
most of all, do my best to 
increase the flow of resources 
to and through our network of 
ministries.   

Clearly, communication…and 
lots of it, will be important. 
We need to know who 
currently has the resources, and 
who needs those resources 
next.  While the needs of the 
General Conference and 
Atlanta Bible College are the 
obvious agenda, we will also 
provide development service 
for our local churches, 
conferences and individual 
ministries.  I’d love to hear 
from you and discuss 
development strategies to meet 
the needs of your ministry 
goals. 

King David once proclaimed, 
“but who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, 
and we have given only what 
comes from your hand”  (I 

Chronicles 29:14).  What a 
great and clear understanding 
of both his relationship with 
God and dynamic, generous 
giving.  The goal of the 
Ministry of Development has 
always been, and will always 
b e ,  t o  c e l eb r a t e  t h e 
accomplishment of God’s work 
through the faithfulness of his 
people “not for man, but for the 
Lord” (I Chronicles 29:1).  I 
am grateful for the opportunity 
to support and encourage your 
Kingdom work as we seek to 
give generously and confess 
boldly, “we have given only 
what comes from your hand.”   

Blessings Through You, 

Dale Bliss 
Development Director 
Atlanta Bible College 
Church of God General 
Conference 

877-285-0066 - Toll Free 
765-236-1979 - Office 
765-271-2435 - Mobile 

dbliss@abc-coggc.org 
www.abc-coggc.org 

(Continued from page 6) 

2007 Theological Conference

March 29 - April 1, 2007 

Simpsonwood Conference Center, Norcross, GA 

The new venue (see www.simpsonwood.org) will provide many advantages in terms 
of the convenience of being all together at one location. 

The registration deadline is March 8. 
 Please register at the college/conference website – www.abc-coggc.org 

If you need more information, 
please call Atlanta Bible College @ 800-347-4261 or 404-362-0052 
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 THE MEMORIES OF JIM (JAMES HENRY) MATTISON (1924-20--) 

PASTOR, MISSIONARY, RADIO PREACHER 

PLUS 

MEMORIES OF HOME LIFE BY HIS EIGHT CHILDREN 

 “This is the story of a country boy who loved God and wanted to serve Him. It recounts his 
life's adventures through childhood, Bible College, marriage, pastoring for 40 years and Afri-

can mission work for 12 years. It shows how, as he sought God, God blessed him and made him 

into a servant whom God was able to use. I think you will really enjoy this book!”     
--Jim Mattison 
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God! (Rev. 21:3, Rev. 22:3-4). 

However, the first coming, or 
advent of Christ, had priorities 
as well.  Jesus said, “for even 
the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for 
many” (Mk. 10:45).  Jesus also 
said “I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of 
God…because that is why I was 
sent” (Lk. 4:43).  Have you ever 
wanted something badly enough 
to forget in the process what it 
takes to get there?    

My present “coveting/lust” is a 
new Toyota Tundra, access cab 
(for the kids), with a V8!  I 
pursued it some.  I went to Hank 
Aaron Toyota in McDonough, 
Georgia and test drove three. 
“Oh what a feeling!” (The 
Toyota advertising slogan). 
However, as I sat down and they 
presented the numbers (over 
$XX,000, my first house cost 

less), I seriously began to count 
the cost.  I almost signed!  I 
said, “Let me take a day and 
think about it.”  They were so 
disappointed!  That night I got 
on the Internet to check 
insurance costs on such a 
vehicle.  It was around $100 a 
month, plus the note… that is a 
LOT of money!  I could see the 
“glory” of me driving around in 
a new truck.  However, I came 
down to Earth and wasn’t 
willing to pay that price. 

The glory of  the Second Advent 
could not happen without the 
faithful submission to the will of 
God by Jesus in the First 
Advent.  I would encourage all 
of us who chose in some way to 
celebrate the birth of the 
Messiah, not to profane it. 
Profane means to take 
something holy and make it 
unholy, even dirty.  If you 
exchange presents, read the 
account of the birth narrative 
before you open gifts.  When 

our children were growing up, 
Rebekah, my wife (for those 
who don’t know us), and I 
decided we would not “teach” 
our children about Santa Claus. 
In no way is this judgmental for 
those who celebrate the season 
differently.  However, for those 
of us who know the whole story 
of the true Messiah, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we need to think 
more deeply and carefully.  Let 
us honor him as much as 
possible, now for his First 
Advent, and especially for his 
coming Second Advent. � 

1 New International Version used in 
quotes. 

2 Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament, Eerdmans, 1967, Vol. 5, 
p. 859 ff.

3 The Last Things, Eerdmans,1978, 
p. 50 ff.

(Continued from page 1) 

The Mystery of Jesus’ Advent. TWO ADVENTS! continued... 
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Verses to Live ByVerses to Live ByVerses to Live ByVerses to Live By    
By Jim Mattison 

“We know that God causes all things 

to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose.” 

Romans 8:28 

We know that for those who love God, all 
things work together for their spiritual and 
eternal good, even to those who have chosen 
righteousness, His divine purpose for us.   

God’s glorious assurance has only been 
given to those who truly love and obey Him. 
This principle does not apply to unforgiven 
sinners (true Christians are forgiven sinners), 
for God cannot cause sin to work for good, 
unless it is the repentance of it. 

This working together for the good by the 
devout follower, is a natural result of God’s 
special love for those who truly love Him. 
The devout follower knows that “He Who 
gave His own Son,” for them, only desires 
them well in whatever He has allowed to 
come into their life.  However, trying as 
those circumstances may be there is hope. . . 
by accepting afflictions and trials in a spirit 
of continuous faith, humility, resignation and 
patience, they assuredly will work for the 
follower’s spiritual and eternal well-being. 
The present life is not our real goal. It is a 
proving ground to see if a believer is 
accounted worthy of life in the coming 
Kingdom of God.  Remember that “the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).  Paul says that 
the whole creation is waiting for the 
revealing of the sons of God.  No matter 

how trying the circumstances in flesh and 
blood can be, by our faith in our God 
Almighty and our Lord Jesus Christ, “we 
know” all will be well in the long run. 

God will not allow His Purpose for us to fail. 
His purpose is to give His people everlasting 
life in His Kingdom when Jesus returns. 
Sometimes we cause our own troubles. 
Sometimes God chastens us.  Some ask 
themselves, “why did this happen to me?” 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 says, “time and chance 
happen to all.”  “But if we choose to bear 
our troubles patiently, we will finds favor 
with God” (1 Pet. 2:20).  Psalm 37:7 says, 
“rest in the LORD and wait patiently for 
Him.”  There is an old saying, “grin and bear 
it,” which has a lot of wisdom and truth in its 
meaning.  We may not understand why 
certain things happen to us.  We do not 
really need to know.  All we need to do is 
endure it with grace.  We may not know how 
our patient endurance in trial may be 
uplifting to other suffering individuals.  My 
daughter Betsy, confined to a wheelchair 
these past 36 years, has a bright sunny 
disposition, which makes us feel better. 
The way we face our trials can strengthen 
others. 

When we think “poor me,” remember our 
dear Lord, who suffered all things for us. 
Hebrews 12:3 says, “consider Him who has 
endured…lest you be wearied and faint in 
your minds.”  If we have not shed tears after 
considering His terrible sufferings for us, is 
our love for Him really true?  We deserved 
the suffering and death He took for us to 
save us.  Greater love has no man but to give 
his life for another.  How great is God’s love 
for His own children.  If we fit into that 
category, we believe this verse that clearly 
states, “God will cause everything to work 
together for our good.  “ 

Nothing is greater than His word. �
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 Korean Extension Report 

T 
he student Jung Eun 
Ahn, who had an auto-
mobile accident about a 
month ago, has been 

quickly recovering since she had 
neuro-surgery.  She called me No-
vember 11th and thanked every-
body.  

Sam An visited her November 
15th and talked to her and handed 
$1,422 donated from the churches 
and the students. Presently, her 
memory and speech is normal, 
and she wanted to come back to 

the classroom as soon as possible. 

Steve and Young An will travel to 
Korea from December 6th to De-
cember 19th to introduce the 
Abrahamic Faith to the Christians 
in Korea: local churches, Bible 
Colleges and other Christian 
groups.  Also, Steve An will 
preach in the commencement ser-
vice at the Yongso Uri Church of 
God in Korea, which has been 
established by pastor Kab-Soo 
Kim. 

Pastor Kab-Soo Kim graduated 
from the Korean Extension in 
2005 and went back to his home-
town and has been spreading the 
biblical truth, which he learned at 
ABC. 

The Korean Extension is prepar-
ing for the spring semester of 
2 007 .   T h e r e  w i l l  b e 
22 classes offered by 9 instructors 
for a little more than 80 students.

�

Steve An 
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E 
arlier this year, Atlanta 
Bible College received 
a bequest from the 
estate of Clifford 

Manuel, a long time member of 
the Eden Valley, Minnesota 
Church of God.  This gift has 
been very helpful in advancing 
the work of the College. 

T h e  A t l a n t a  B i b l e 
College/Conference recently 
received a final distribution from 
the estate of Troy and Geneva 
Morgan.  Geneva died in 1991 
and Troy died in 1996 leaving a 
sizeable bequest to Atlanta Bible 
College.  We are grateful for the 
decision of Troy and Geneva to 

advance our work through their 
estate. 

A gift also was recently received 
from the estate of Mary Krogh. 
She and her husband, Pastor 
Harvey U. Krogh, Jr., were life-
long supporters of the College and 
Conference.  We are thankful for 
this gift which is to be used at the 
discretion of the Board of 
Directors. 

New Tax Break for IRA 

Holders 

The Pension Protection Act was 
recently passed by Congress and 
signed by the President which 
includes tax savings for Individual 

Retirement Account holders. 
Donations of up to $100,000 
made directly from an IRA to a 
charity can now count toward the 
required minimum distribution for 
IRA owners ages 70 1/2 or older. 
Depending on a person’s tax 
bracket, the tax savings could be 
substantial.  This provision of the 
tax law is only in effect for 2006 
and 2007. � 

 For additional information on 
deferred giving or gift annuity 
possibilities, please contact David 
Krogh at dkrogh@abc-coggc.org 
or 800-347-4261. 

Bequests Received 

ABC News ABC News ABC News ABC News 

A 
s this semester 
comes to an end, we 
continue to rejoice 
in the largest 

enrollment in the history of the 
college with 141 students 
enrolled.  Ten new ABC students 
have already registered for the 
next semester that begins in 
January with a number of other 
new students anticipated, which 
will boost the enrollment to 
another record! 

We currently have 64 new 
international students who have 
been accepted into the ABC 
program: 52 for the January 
semester and 12 for August 
2007.  These students come from 
several countries: 47 from 
Kenya; 4 Zambia; 5 Tanzania; 3 
Uganda; 1 Greece; 1 Zimbabwe; 
1 Ghana; 2 Nigeria.  We 
continue to pray earnestly that 
God will open the door for them 

to receive student visas, so they 
can come to study.  Please join 
us in this prayer. 

We are grateful for the prayer 
and financial support from our 
membership as a result of our 
annual Booster campaign. 
Students and staff appreciated 
the opportunity to visit many 
churches during the fall.  If you 
have not yet responded to this 
campaign, please send your 
contributions to: ABC Booster 
Campaign, Box 100,000, 
Morrow, GA 30260. 

Students and staff and their 
families recently enjoyed a staff 
versus student volleyball game at 
the gym at Cornerstone Bible 
Church.  The staff won three 
games while the students won 
two.  We understand that the 
students would like a rematch. 
The college family also enjoyed 
the 10th annual Death by 
Chocolate Party hosted by David 
and Lynne Krogh in mid-
November. 

Pastor Jamie Engelbert will be 
teaching our “Introduction to 
Worship and Music” class 
during a week-long block class 
in January.  Jamie is a 2003 
graduate of ABC. 

In addition to Jamie’s class, 
during our January block, we are 
glad to welcome back to our 
campus Dr. Alva Huffer, who 
will be teaching Systematic 
Theology II and Sean Finnegan, 
who will be teaching “Why We 
Believe (Apologetics).” 

Two new classes have been 
added to our curriculum next 
semester.  One is “Child 
Development and Christian 
Education.”  This course will 
enhance our Christian Education 
ministry track.  Rebekah Martin 
will teach this class.  The other 
class will be taught by Anthony 
Buzzard.  It is “The Destiny of 
the Righteous.”  This class will 
b e  o f f e r ed  Ap r i l  2 -4 , 
immediately following the 16th 
Annual Theological Conference.
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I 
 have a solution for the long-
held belief that youth 
workers average about 18 
months in a church before 

they move on or are moved out.  I 
guarantee if pastors implement 
my suggestions, the average stay 
of a youth worker could triple or 
even quadruple.  We're talking 
miracle here. 

Believe that your primary job as 
pastor is to care for the spiritual 
life of your youth worker. 
Support the youth worker at any 
cost, because it will cost you. 

Explain to the church that you 
expect the youth worker to be 
"out of the office" most of the 
time because a youth worker's 
office is his car, McDonald's, 
football stands, band hall, and 
surfboard. 

Remind the church that when 
your youth worker's at camp, she's 
working. 

When your youth worker makes a 
mistake, come to his defense. 
Help the church understand that 
mistakes are part of the job and 
that you couldn't be more pleased 
that you have a youth worker 
who's taking risks and pushing the 
envelope. 

Keep pushing to increase the 
youth worker's salary and the 
youth budget. 

Once a year, encourage church 
members with means to provide a 
weekend getaway at a cabin or 
beach house or condo for the 
youth worker and her family. 
Stock the refrigerator with food, 
arrange baby sitting, and tell her 
to take the weekend off—she 
deserves it. 

Support his family.  Encourage 
the youth worker to divide the day 
into three parts and work only two 
of them.  Check on his marriage, 
and give him plenty of slack when 
the new baby arrives. 

Before the job even starts, meet 
with the youth worker and then 
the board to make sure everyone's 
on the same page when it comes 
to expectations and results. 
Whatever you do, make sure that 
numbers and attendance are not 
the sole or primary success 
markers. 

Don't expect that, now that you've 
hired a youth worker, she'll do all 
the youth work.  Expect the 
congregation to volunteer to help 
the youth worker, and if there's no 
response, go with the youth 
worker to personally invite others 
to help.  Believe that, for every 
five kids in the junior high or high 
school youth group, there should 
be one volunteer adult meeting 
with those kids on a regular basis. 

Include the young people in the 
total life of the church, not just 
youth night.  In fact, don't have 
youth night.  Put them on boards, 
have them participate in the 
services and as greeters, and 
encourage the senior citizens to 
adopt someone in the youth group 
so each kid has an older mentor, 
friend, pen pal, and wise sage. 
Encourage both the kids and the 
seniors to exchange letters, tiny 
gifts for birthdays and special 
moments, and have the students 
put on a dinner once a year for 
their pen pals. 

Spend a lot of your time working 
with parents, providing them 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s em i n a r s 

(Understanding Your Teenager, 
for instance) to help families sift 
through what's important at this 
critical stage. 

Part of the youth worker's job 
description should be the 
expectation that she takes one day 
a week on silent retreat, three 
days every three months, and one 
week a year just for working on 
her soul.  Also, give her a 
restricted budget for books that 
are just about our souls. 

Meet with the young people on a 
regular basis, and have open 
question-and-answer sessions so 
they can get to know you as a 
person.  Let them know your 
struggles, your flaws and your 
passion for them. 

Ask the wisest elder in your 
church to attend the youth 
meetings and report back each 
month what he saw. 

Plan service projects for both 
youth and adults. 

Continually affirm and encourage 
your youth worker. 
 . . . . 

There you have it. A happy youth 
worker is a long term youth 
worker. Woo Hoo! �

___________________________ 
The Dangerous Wonder column is a regular 
feature in Youthworker, the contemporary 
journal of youth ministry—produced by Youth 
Sp ec i a l t i e s ;  pub l i s h ed  b y  CCM 
Communications. For more information on 
subscribing and how to get a free trial issue, 
visit the official Youthworker Web site or call 
800/769-7624; outside the US and Canada, 
815/734-1217. 

Copyright 2003 CCM Communications, Inc. 
Reprinted by permission. 

How Pastors Can Keep Youth Workers by Mike Yaconelli 

One difficulty in youth ministry is the high turnover rate.  Youth pastors do not last long in one church, it 
seems, and that has a negative affect on students AND the church.  The following article, written by Mike 
Yaconelli, comes from the March/April 2003 issue of Youthworker Journal. 



The Restitution Herald & Progress Journal 13 November/December 2006 

Happywoods Church of God is beginning the 
process of searching for a new pastor. If you would 
like to indicate your interest in pastoring the 
church, please contact Charles Bottolfs - (985) 542
-1555, or cgbottolfs@bellsouth.net

The congregation of the Macomb Church of God of 
the Abrahamic Faith is seeking a full-time pastor. 
For more information, please contact Elder Don 
Haley at (309) 837-5201 or haleys@macomb.com or 
search committee chairperson Bonnie Gaddis at 
(309) 837-4576 or write to 7 Prairie Rd, Macomb, IL
61455

Ripley Church of God in Mt. Sterling, Illinois is 
actively searching for a pastor to serve both the 
church fami ly and the surround ing 
community.  Please e-mail (gburnham@abc-
coggc.org) or call Gary Burnham (Atlanta Bible 
College; MSN Director) at 800-347-4261 for more 
information. 

Conger Street Church of God is in need of a  
pastor.  We are looking for a part-time pastor to 
work with our small group of dedicated members. 
Please contact: 

Danny McGowan 
dantheman5169@aol.com 
2672 Logan Ave. 

churches seeking pastors..churches seeking pastors..churches seeking pastors..churches seeking pastors......    
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Coming Soon…

“Maggie Seeks the Kingdom of God!”“Maggie Seeks the Kingdom of God!”“Maggie Seeks the Kingdom of God!”“Maggie Seeks the Kingdom of God!”©

A delightful and heartwarming resource for your children, grandchildren, 

friends and family that will explain to the special people in your life what you 

believe!   
In this enchanting children’s book, ”Maggie Seeks the Kingdom of God” © 

God’s Kingdom is captured in our imaginations like never before! 
As our eyes are captivated by the illustrations that aim to portray 

 how the Bible describes what the Kingdom will be like, 
our ears will be caught up in the simple story of a mommy teaching 

her little girl named Maggie, about what Jesus preached. 
We pray for God’s Kingdom to come and this charming book 

 brings home this simple Gospel message to its readers. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
To obtain your copy, you can pre-order by sending  

your address and check or money order to:  

Angela Moore 

P.O. Box 164,   Kennard, IN 47351 
for the amount of one book, $15.99, plus s/h of $3.09  (total: $19.08) 
The book will be shipped directly to you as soon as it is released. 

For more information: www.AngelaHaysMoore.com. 
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HOW CWS BEGAN...
You have heard these sayings:  
“When life hands you lemons, 
make lemonade.” “You can't 
teach an old dog new tricks”; 
or “necessity is the mother of 
invention.”  You may choose 
which one fits the situation by 
reading how Christ ian 
Worker’s Seminar began. 

At a meeting of the old 
Sunday School Board, quite a 
discussion was held about the 
problems we could see the 
Chu r ch  o f  God  wa s 
experiencing. Two major 
problems held our attention. 
The first one was the major 
unrest and distrust of our 
General Conference delegates, 
who seemed to be at war with 
one another during business 
sessions.  The second problem 
was how our churches were 
treating the pastors who had 
recently graduated from 
Oregon Bible College, to the 
point of them giving up the 

ministry in despair.  We felt 
something had to be done.  It 
was suggested that our 
churches needed to know first 
hand what our college was 
teaching, so they could be the 
supportive help God intended 
them to be. 

The first effort to correct these 
two problems was to invite 
any or all of our churches to 
attend a week long seminar at 
the Bible College.  It was a 
great week, but still did not 
meet the goal that was being 
sought. After more discussion, 
it was decided to hold the 
seminar away from the college 
at Camp Mack, Indiana, with 
courses which would teach 
specifically what was being 
taught at the college, to bring 
about the understanding 
needed .  A doc tor  of 
psychology, Dr. Dallas 
Demmitt, was included on the 
staff to help with personal 
problems. 

Did it work?  Yes, yes, yes!  It 
was learned that church 
members  f rom dis tan t 
locations saw things in a 
different way from one 
another, and that was okay. 
The General Conference 
business sessions have become 
more tolerant and loving 
again. The courses being 
taught, our newer ministers 
have been much better 
received because of a new 
found understanding.  Men 
have decided to become 
ministers. Teachers have 
become better equipped. New 
friends have been made that tie 
us together in our service to 
God and His son Jesus. 

Now you can decide which of 
the old sayings best describes 
the phenomena, but give God 
all the glory for the victories 
won.  May we ever learn how 
to better serve! �

Make Plans to Join Us in Gatlinburg, TNMake Plans to Join Us in Gatlinburg, TNMake Plans to Join Us in Gatlinburg, TNMake Plans to Join Us in Gatlinburg, TN    
April 15April 15April 15April 15----20, 200720, 200720, 200720, 2007    

Christian Workers ’  SeminaChristian Workers ’  SeminaChristian Workers ’  SeminaChristian Workers ’  Seminarrrr    
Theme Theme Theme Theme ----    Sharpening The AxeSharpening The AxeSharpening The AxeSharpening The Axe    
More Details Coming Soon!More Details Coming Soon!More Details Coming Soon!More Details Coming Soon!    

4/room 4/room 4/room 4/room ----    $299$299$299$299    
3/room 3/room 3/room 3/room ----    $329$329$329$329    
2/room 2/room 2/room 2/room ----    $399$399$399$399    
1/room 1/room 1/room 1/room ----    $529$529$529$529    
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 Income Report for October 2006 

BUILDING OUR FUTURE CAMPAIGN 

Total contributions since inception (2003): 274,631 

• These statements report College/Conference income and expense for July, 2006 through June, 2007.

• The ”Budget” column in each report shows the year-to-date portion of the annual budget for each line item.

• The “Variance” column in each report shows the difference between the amount budgeted and the amount actually received

(income) or spent (expense). A positive number in this column means the income or expense is better than budgeted. A
negative number in this column means the income or expense is worse than budgeted. 

This Month 

Budget Actual Variance 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 General Contributions 138,804 87,721 -51,083

 Building Our Future Campaign 0 1,865 1,865

 [Gen Contrib & BOF combined] 89,586 

G.C. - Devises & Bequests 1,667 25,248 23,581 

 ABC Boosters 5,333 2,213 -3,120

 Subtotal 145,804 117,047 -28,757

SALES: 

 Christian Education Materials 6,350 5,646 -704

 Books 11,250 11,375 125

 Restitution Herald 0 0 0 

 Age to Come Media Products 0 0 0 

 Theological Journal 0 264 264 

 Sale of Assets 0 204 204 

 Subtotal 17,600 17,489 -111

ABC: 

 Tuition 57,000 51,891 -5,109

 Korean Extension Tuition 115,000 131,800 16,800 

 Lodging 27,000 22,821 -4,179

 Washers/Dryers 300 223 -77

 Rentals - ABC Plant 3,333 3,785 452 

 Late Fees/Rent 3,000 3,362 362 

 Fees 2,917 6,705 3,788 

 Subtotal 208,550 220,587 12,037 

PROGRAM INCOME: 

 Conferences & Workshops 1,667 -16,400 -18,067

 Subtotal 1,667 -16,400 -18,067

MISCELLANEOUS: 

 Interest 367 0 -367

 Transferred In 7,333 5,008 -2,325

 Subtotal 7,700 5,008 -2,692

 Income Total 381,320 343,731 -37,589
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This Month 
Budget Actual Variance 

STAFF: 
 Salaries & Wages 163,859 152,653 11,206 
F.I.C.A. Tax 2,667 2,579 88 
Employee Benefits 28,010 29,797 -1,787

 Subtotal 194,536 185,029 9,507 

SERVICES: 
 Assistance to Churches 4,000 3,800 200 
 Ministerial Association 3,200 3,200 0 
 Youth Program 11,000 11,000 0 
 Subtotal 18,200 18,000 200 

SALES EXPENSE: 
 Printing & Binding 9,667 7,448 2,219 
 Postage & Shipping 5,000 2,664 2,336 
 Media Production Expenses 0 0 0 
 Book Store 9,000 8,800 200 
 Royalties 0 0 0 
 Subtotal 23,667 18,912 4,755 

ABC: 
 Clayton Rebate 0 0 0 
 Advertising--Recruitment 1,333 1,632 -299

 ABC Korean Extension Support 7,333 5,490 1,843

 Library Periodicals 533 15 518 
 Library Books 333 0 333 
 Staff Periodicals, Books, Dues 250 528 -278

 Staff Training 333 1,651 -1,318

 Subtotal 10,117 9,316 801 

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Travel 11,000 21,767 -10,767

 Motor Vehicles 0 42 -42

 Office Supplies & Expense 4,667 4,486 181

 Professional Services 2,667 3,354 -687

 Telephone 7,333 8,377 -1,044

 Insurance - Non Plant 100 42 58 
 Supplies & Expense 1,833 1,837 -4

 Repairs/Maintenance - Non Plant 4,167 2,246 1,921 
 Subtotal 31,767 42,151 -10,384

PLANT EXPENSES: 
 Utilities 12,333 13,764 -1,431

 Insurance - Property 6,667 7,842 -1,175

 Repairs/Maintenance - Plant 5,667 6,634 -967

 Furniture & Equipment 4,667 11,020 -6,353

 Supplies/Expenses Plant 2,000 961 1,039

 Subtotal 31,333 40,221 -8,888

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 Interest 9,100 9,359 -259

 Other 2,600 1,366 1,234 

 Subtotal 11,700 10,725 975 

 Expense Total 321,319 324,354 -3,035

GRAND TOTAL (Income less Expense) 60,001 19,377 -40,624

Expense Report for October 2006 
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 Church News 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
Ontario, Canada 
Glad Tidings – see page 10 for more information!! 

Indiana 
North Salem – Jim Leatherman and Emily Tanner 
(8/20/06) by Pastor Darrell Cardwell 

Timberland – Caleb Schmal and Elleigh Wolke 
(9/17/06) by their father, Glen Wolke and Pastor John 
Railton 

Minnesota 
New Hope – Jacob Forcier (9/18/05) by Pastor Vivian 
Kirkpatrick at Long Lake Bible Camp; Tanner Sehr 
(8/13/06) by Pastor Vivian Kirkpatrick and Jennifer 
Drew (8/13/06) by Melissa Shull, both at Long Lake 
Bible Camp 

Missouri 
Farmington – Josh Prather (8/27/06), Randa Gregory 
(10/28/06) by Pastors Donna Cooper and Carl Jennings 

North Carolina 
Anderson Chapel – Jerome Chembe (11/19/06) by 
Herschel Lyda, John Fyfe and Pastor Jim Mattison. 
Jerome lives in Tanzania.  While pastoring a church 
there, he studied himself into new doctrinal 
understandings and then discovered the Church of God 
Abrahamic Faith. 

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths    
Illinois 
Eldorado – Charles W. “Bill” Collins (3/8/06), long time 
member and former trustee.  Service by Dr. Brian J. 
Atra and Elder Jack L. Wiggins.  Connie L. Collins 
(10/18/06), long time member and widow of Bill Collins. 
Service by Dr. Brian J. Atra and Elder Jack L. Wiggins 

Flagg Center – Grace "Peggy" Huntley, 90 (11/7/06), 
long time member.  Service by Pastors Sandra Graber 
and Gordon Landry 

Missouri 
Farmington – Marcus Dennison (5/22/06); Dorothy 
Evans (7/13/06); Glenda Skiles (9/13/06).  Services by 
Pastors Donna Cooper and Carl Jennings 

Ontario, Canada 
Glad Tidings – Levi B. Rose (9/12/06).  Service by 
Pastor Michael Brown 

South Carolina 
Bethel – Arthur “Art” Fletcher (7/19/06), beloved 
husband for 50 years of Ruth (Leighton) Fletcher.  Art 
was a lay preacher for a number of years and helped 
found the Fox Valley Church of God in Illinois.  Service 
by Pastors Jeff Fletcher, Mike Montgomery and Wally 
Winner 

Virginia 
Grace Fellowship - Samuel Wiley Carroll, 92 (8/5/06). 
Sam was a faithful member of Fair Oaks Community 
Church in Herndon, Virginia; and later of Grace 
Fellowship Church of God in Front Royal, Virginia.  He 
actively supported the Virginia and General 
Conferences of the Church of God.  He is survived by 
his wife of 63 years, Fay.  Service by Pastor Dennis 
Baldwin. 

MarriagesMarriagesMarriagesMarriages    
Missouri 
Farmington – Dale Boyd and Penny Wilson (9/14/06) by 
Pastors Donna Cooper and Carl Jennings 

The following individuals from the North Salem Church 
of God, Plymouth, Indiana, recently completed the 
Systematic Theology Bible Study Course: Steve 
Osborn, Phyllis Reaker, Dale Reaker, Roxanne Croy, 
Robert Croy, Shirley Pearson, Lucille Bradley, Molly 
Bailey, Patricia Leatherman and Jim Leatherman. 

Members of the Restoration Church, which meets in 
Fayetteville, Georgia, ordained Anthony Buzzard as 
elder.  The church is entering into its seventh year as 
an Abrahamic congregation, and its members decided 
to recognize Anthony’s leadership as Bible teacher.  A 
service of laying on of hands was conducted by: Brian 
Wright, Tom Cox, Stan Denzinger and Carl Gibson. 
Also, a plaque was given to Anthony in recognition of 
his dedication to “the Gospel of the Kingdom as Jesus 
preached it.”  A tree was planted at Southern Oaks to 
mark the sixth anniversary of the church.  Services are 
held Sundays at 10 am. 
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February 2007 

Prayer & Praise 
January 2007 

1 Pray that Jesus will return to the earth soon. 
2 Pray for Atlanta Bible College students as they 

prepare for their second semester studies. 
3 Pray for Pastor Rufus and Jerri Meyers and Simple 

Teachings Bible Church in Morrow, GA. 
4 Pray for outreach work in Lima, Peru. 
5 Pray for the outreach ministries of your church. 
6 Praise God that we can be a part of the family of God. 
7 Pray for instructors as they teach the Korean language 

classes at ABC this semester. 
8 Pray for Pastor Warren and Irene Sorenson and the 

Simi Valley, CA Church. 
9 Pray for Tim Jones, Chief Administrative Officer of the 

ABC/General Conference. 
10 Praise God for a recent answer to a prayer. 
11 Pray for Pastor Chris and Jennifer Seiders and their 

ministry in Fort Valley, VA. 
12 Praise God for Korean Churches of God in California. 
13 Pray for Pastor Gary and Glenda Turner and the New Life 

Bible Church of Winnebago, IL. 
14 Pray for Kim Musch - staff member at ABC. 
15 Praise God for financial and prayer supporters of the 

College/Conference. 
16 Praise God for the freedom to worship Him. 
17 Pray for someone you know who needs to accept 

Jesus as their Savior. 
18 Pray for an opportunity to share Christ with someone 

this week. 
19 Pray for Pastor Dan and Amy Kennedy and their work 

at Winnebago New Life Church in Illinois. 
20 Pray for the American and Korean congregations in 

Nashville, Tennessee. 
21 Pray for your pastor and family. 
22 Praise God for the work of those preparing Christian 

Education materials. 
23 Praise God for those who give of their time and talents in 

serving on Conference advisory committees. 
24 Pray for your nation’s leaders. 
25 Pray for teachers in your local church. 
26 Pray for the re:FUEL ‘Retreat’ in Indiana and Jon 

Cheatwood as he leads it. 
27 Pray for opportunities to start new churches. 
28 Pray for Pastor Larry and Karen Mayberry and the 

Pennellwood Church in Wyoming, MI. 
29 Praise God for the direction He provides for your life. 
30 Praise God for the many students who are preparing 

for ministry at ABC. 
31 Pray for “shut-in” members who cannot meet regularly 

with other believers. 

 

1 Pray for churches that are seeking pastors. 
2 Pray for the students at Atlanta Bible College. 
3 Pray for someone you know who needs to accept 

Christ. 
4 Praise God for your family and friends. 
5 Pray for Anthony and Barbara Buzzard and the 

Restoration Church of God in Fayetteville, GA. 
6 Pray for Pastor Alan and Susan Cain and the 

Lawrenceville, OH church. 
7 Pray for our Ministerial Association Leadership Team. 
8 Pray that God will raise up many donors for ABC’s 

financial needs. 
9 Pray for the brethren in the Philippines. 
10 Pray for the members of your church family. 
11 Pray for a renewed spirit of evangelism and revival in 

our churches. 
12 Praise God for the opportunities He has provided for 

outreach in Russia. 
13 Praise God for the Board of Directors and its 

leadership. 
14 Pray for the ministries of your local church. 
15 Pray for youth and youth ministries in the Church of 

God. 

16 Pray for the Pastors/Spouses Retreat this weekend in 
Florida. 

17 Pray for the Refugee ‘Retreat’ in Indiana and Jon 
Cheatwood as he leads it. 

18 Praise God for a recent answer to prayer. 
19 Pray for safety for pastors/spouses as they return 

home from their retreat in Florida. 
20 Pray for retired Pastor Richard K. Smith and his wife 

Dorothy Jean. 
21 Pray for someone you know who is in need of healing 

(physical, emotional, or spiritual). 
22 Pray for the Board of Directors of Atlanta Bible 

College/Church of God General Conference as they begin 
meeting today in Atlanta. 

23 Pray for the staff at the College/Conference. 
24 Pray for Stepan and Tracy Zhykhovich and their work in 

Russia. 
25 Pray for the church in Magazine, AR. 
26 Praise God for the ministry of Pastor Beder Ucanay in 

 Lima, Peru. 
27   Praise God for the promise of a new heaven and earth. 
28 Pray for the teachers in your local church. 
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1  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
2 Pray this weekend for prospective ABC students attending 

ABC-i. 
3 Pray for those considering attending Atlanta Bible 

College in the future. 
4 Pray that God will raise up missionary candidates. 
5 Pray for Gary Burnham, Operations Manager and 

Ministry Services Network Director of the 
College/Conference. 

6 Pray for Pastor Tom and Debbie New and their work in 
McGintytown, Arkansas. 

7 Praise God for those who provide prayer and financial 
support for the College/Conference ministries. 

8 Pray for strength to overcome temptation and for power in 
the battle against sin in the world. 

9 Pray for someone you know who is discouraged or 
 depressed. 

10 Pray for Pastor John Nelson and his work with Open Bible 
Church in Bolivar, MO. 

11 Pray for Pastor Michael and Diane Brown and the 
 Glad Tidings Church in Fonthill, Ontario, Canada. 
12 Praise God for those who have provided spiritual  instruction 
 for you. 
13 Pray for Wally and Peggy Winner and their work at Joy 
 Fellowship in Anderson, South Carolina. 
14 Praise God for all who have dedicated their lives to 

ministry. 
15 Pray for a spirit of unity in the bond of peace. 
16 Pray for a special need in your life. 

17 Pray for the contacts with churches and Bible 
colleges in South Korea. 

18 Pray for an opportunity to share God’s love with someone. 
19 Pray for those who are searching God’s Word for 

answers to life’s problems.  
20 Pray for students and staff of ABCKE (Atlanta Bible 

College Korean Extension). 
21 Pray for the brethren in India. 
22 Pray for Steve and Pam Grant and their ministry in the 

Middle East. 
23 Pray for the leaders of your government. 
24 Pray for the “The Park” Church, being led by Jon 

Cheatwood and Terrence Raper. 
25 Pray for preparations being made for next month’s 

Christian Workers’ Seminar. 
26 Pray for the church work in Malawi and Mozambique. 
27 Praise God for the promise of Christ’s soon return. 
28 Praise God for Lacey Dunn, Kim Musch, Jill Taylor, and 

Robin Taylor who provide administrative support for 
Atlanta Bible College and the Church of God General 
Conference. 

29 Pray for the Theological Conference beginning today in 
 Atlanta. 
30 Praise God for new attendees or members in your local 
 congregation. 
31 Pray for Pastor Mike and Myra Montgomery and the 

Guthrie Grove Church in Pelzer, South Carolina. 

March 2007 
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