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"Sin, when it is finished, brin�cth forth dcntl1."-J.t11ES i. 15. 
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AN EARNES'.r APPEAL. 

' 

• 

" Incline you1· ear, and conic un.lo 1;1c: ltea1·, ancl yoltr 
soul slta1l liuc ,- a1icl I tuill mal·c a11, cverla�ti1ig corena11t 

.. 
1uitli yoi,, e,;cn lite sure 1nerciea of Davicl . • . •  ,S'eek ye
t/1.e Lord wliile lte 1nay befou1id1 call ye upon. lti1n w/1.ik he 
is 1zear: let lite wicl·ecl/oraal:c /1.is way, a11cl the ttnright­
eous nian lt'is i/1.ougltls: aricl let hint retz1.r1i unto the Lord, 
a,id lie will liave 1,1ercy ·upon. /1.ir,i, ,- a11cl to 01t1· Goel, /or 
ltc ti·ill abu,1danlly pa,·don .. "-lsALA.H 1 v. 8, 6, 7.

PROPllETS a11cl apostles have bee11 commis­
sio11ccl bJ' tl1e Al111igl1ty Goel, the benevolent 
Pare11t of the bt1111r1.n fnmilJ·, to go forth and 
})I·ocla,i1n His ,rill to falle11 1ue11. They have 
come with l1ea1·ts 01.:e;jf.01oi1lg with be11evolence 
a11cl fillecl ,,�itl1 pity for l1\1n1an woe. They 
hn.,·e scannecl tJ1e e:.1rtl1, bligbtecl b)' tl1e ct1l'·se 
of sin, n,11d ha,e wept in bitter s01 .. ro,v at the 
ge11e1·al desolatio11. 

Uncler these circu111stances, "-rith hearts 
tbt1s fillecl ,,�ith lo,,e, n11d ,,flf11 the tende1·. 
cl1orcl of 11ity 1nacle to vibrate nt the sad 
sce11e wl1ich si11 l1ntl1 wro11ght ou enrtl1, and 

3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

L ---�---�-----_..:.,_-

G. E. Marsh Memorial Library, Church of God  
General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

4 AN EARNEST APPEAL. 

at the sa111e time being the commissionecl 
ambassadors of hea,,en ,,,ith a n1essage from 
the thro11e 011 bigh se11t to falle11 men, need 
,ve ,vonder at the ear11est11ess ,vith which 
they enter t1pon their wo1·lc ,v 11e11 they ex­
claim,'' 0 eartl1, en1·tl1, enrtl1, hear the "rord 

. of the Lo1·cl !'' 
And sl1ot1lcl ,,,e not expect tl1e earth to 

hearken ,vith solc1,i11,, 1·apt, ct1id z,1·ofo1.lnd i1ilet­

esl to tl1e beave11l.}' n1essnge? a11d ,vhen tl1at 
· n1essage is fbuucl to co11 vel' ,,ro1·ds of peace,

11a1·clo11, a11,l /01-giveness, 110w universal a11d 
1·aptt1rot1s sl1ot1ld ,,,e 8:\.l)CCt the res1Jonse to 
be! 

Bt1t, alas! instead of a.11 tl1is, the earth is 
too busy ,vitb the business aftai1·s, tl1e fi·i,roli-
ties a11cl pleast1res of life, to :fi11cl tin1e to 
listen to such a, n1essage, and co11seque11tly 
the ambassadors have bacl to exclai 1n, '' Who 
hath bclievecl Oltr report, nncl to ,,,11om l1as 
the arm of tl1e Lorcl bee11 1·evcaled ?:'

This is discouragi11g, l>ut nevertl1e]css the 
gospel 111essagc n1ust be proclaimecl. Tl1e 
Church is still comma11decl to sal", '' Co111e.'' 
Jesus still stauds at the 1·igbt hancl of tl1e 
Father to plead for all ,vl10 co1ne t1nto Goel 
by Hi111. 

• 

• 

•
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AN EARNES'l' APPE�L. 5 

To those who have not yet believed the 
report of the prophets and apostles, and to 
whom the arm of the Lord bas not yet been 
revealed in its saving po,ver,-to you I ,vould 
say, i11 all ea1·11estness and affection, Repent, 
and believe tlze gospel; not a gospel of man's 
invot1tio11, but tl1e good ne,vs or glncl tidi11gs 
of tl1e k-ingdo111 of God as unfolcled in the 
,vritte11 W orcl. To-clay tl1e Sa, ion r cn,11s on 
yot1 to come; all thiL1gs a.re 1·eadl· for :}·our 
reception; Jesus clied for yot1 as a n1anifos­
tatio11 of Jelio ·cili's love, noel suc11 a u1a11ifes­
tation as made angels 'l\1011der, clevils tremble, 
ancl n1a)1 ,,,.ell mali:e 111ortal 1nan, on ,vhom it 
is lavished, to 1·ejoice. '' Fo1· Goel so loved 
the ,, orld, thnt he gave his only begotte11 
S011, tl1at ,._ hosoever believet.b on bi1u should 
not perish, bt1t bn,7e evcrlasti11g life'' (J ob11
iii. 16).

What al thot1gh ,,·e were possessecl of all
tl1e ,veal th of the world, ,,,i tJ1 t-be con1 bined 
,visdom of al 1 the pl1ilosopl1ers, a11cient ancl 
n1oder11, if we a.re destitute of eternal life ? 
It ,vot1ld nll n,111ount to jt1st 11otl1ing rtt a.11, in
vie,,, of its transitory, fleet.ing duration. '' For 
tbe tl1i11gs that are sce11 a1·e le11ipu1·al, bt1t the 
tl1i11gs tl1at are u11secn are etcr11nl.'' 

.. 
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6 AN EAR�'ES'l' APPEAL. 

011, t11en, hear the _jo.}1ful 11ews tl1at Goel 
,vns in C11rist 1·eco11cili 11g tl1e ,,,ot·lcl t1nto 
Hi111self, not in1pt1ting tl1eir trespn ses u11to 
tbem ! and the proclnmntio11 bns bcer1 isst1ccl 
f1·on1 tl1e court of hen.ve11, '' T11r11 )'e, tt1 r1t

ye, ,vl1y ,vill J'0 clic ?'' Let the ,vicl,ccl for­
snl,c l1is "'fi)", and tl1e t111 rigl1teo11s 111a11 his 
tl1oughts, a11cl Jet l1in--i 1·eturn t111to tl1 Lord, 
for He "'ill bo.,,e 1nerCJ' u1Jo11 11i111, n11d to 
our Goel, fo1· }le ,,,ill pn1·clo11,-yea, ctblt11llanlly 

1,a1·tlori • 
!11 view of tl1e ft1lt1ess and f1·ee11css of t11e

ofter of salvatio11 to lost a11cl ruinecl man, I 
l1itve often been forced to excl•tim, OJ-1, 110\v 
good is ou1· Goel, a11cl 110,,r tra11scende11tly 

• 

gloriotts the glacl ticling He l1as gi, e11 us to 
proclaim ! Let me tell you ,vl1at ,,,e are 
lool<lug for. We are look-i11g for Jesus to 
come agai11 to eartl1,-that sa111c Jesus ,vl10, 
,,�hen He dwelt on cartl1, ,vns so full of te11der 
compassion a11cl pitJl' for l1t1man ,voe, ,,,11ose 
l1a,11cl ,vas ever 1·ea(ly to l1elp, ar1cl ""l1ose 
voice ceased 11ot to con1fort the n.Alicted 
and to ,,,arn a11d i11strt1ct tl1ose "'110 \\'ere 
sl11·011clecl in mental ar,d 111oral lltlrlcness. 
He who healed the siclc, clea11sed the lepers, 

· cast out de1no11s, raisecl tl1e dead. ,v-it-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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AN EA.RNES'I' APPEAL. 7 

· ness His divine po"·er and te11der emotions
by tl1e grave of Lazarus, a11d also by the
bie1" of tbo s011 of the 1'1idow of Nain; then
listen to His lame11�'l.tions over J erusalcm,
where He hnd bee11 tlefamed a11d pe1·secuted.
As He ove1·lookecl the t1nropenting and
doo111ed cit.}" He ,,·ept over it, . nJ i11g, '' 0
Jerusalem, Jerusaleo1 ! t.hou that killest the
prophets and stouest them that are sent unto
thee, ho\,r often woulcl I ba, e gathered tl1y
child1·en togetl1er, as a hen doth gathc1· hc1·
cbicl(e11s t1 oder l1e1· ,vi11g, but ye ,,·ot1ld
11ot. '' A11d agai11, ,,rbile suspencled on tl1c
c1·oss, His t11ot1ghts were tt1rned from His
0,\10 st1fl:crings to praJ' for His tnurdere1·s,­
'' Fn,ther, forgive them, for theJ' l�uo,v 11ot
,vbat tbe)'r do.'' We look for His rett1rn to
complete the v.1ork of 1·estitntion; to ga.t.11e1·
tl1e dispersed of Jt1dal1 into 0110; to 1"aise up
the thro11e of Davicl, '""hich is fiillen do"·11,
i11 harmony ,vith Ezel;el L'\:i. 27, '' I ,,1i11
ovcrtw"n, overtw·n, overturn, it:''-the thro11e
and lci11gdo1n of Dnvid-'' a11cl it shall be 110

111ore, ut1til l1e come 1"1'hose right it is; and I

\\1 ill give it him.'' A11d also witl1 Lt1kc i. 32,
88,. '' Tl1e Lorcl God shall gi,,c 11uto l1im tl1e
tJ1rouc of his fl1tl1er Davicl, n11cl 110 sl1nll reigtt

• 

-

• 

• 

•
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ove1· tbc l10,1so of J ncob for ove1·: a11cl of hi 
ki11 n-clon1 th t·e . l1nl 1 be 110 end.'' You 
1�110,v that w hc11 He ,,,as ]1ere bcfo1·e, and 
jt1st before He depnrtecl, He nid to :fiis clis­
ci1Jles, '' Whitl1er I go, )'e ca1111ot co1ne ;'' 
'' A little ,,,J1ilc, ancl J' shall 11ot see n1c; 

· ancl agai11, n littl ,, bile, n11cl )"e s11nll sec
me;'' '' If I go a,va) I ,,,ill come ngn.in,
n11cl 1·ecci,ro )'OU to 111yself; tl1at ,,,11c1·c I
an1, there ye ma)' be also'' (J l1n xiii. 8c,;
xiv. 3; xvi. 16). A11d bavi11g lecl 1-Iis a1Jostles
ot1t as far as Botl1anJ1

, I-Io ,\rns ·parted f1·on1
tl1en1 "·l1ilc i11 tlle act of ble sing tbe111, arid
n cloud 1·eceivecl Him out of their sigl1t ·
a11d while tl1ey lool�ecl stendfnstly to�1ard
l1cave11 ns He ,,,e11 t up, behold t\, o me11
stood by then1, i11 ,vbite ap1)a1·cl, wl10 also
said, '' Ye men of Galilee, ,vby stti11cl ) e
gazing up i11to 11eaven? This sntne Jest1s,
who is taken t1p from yott i11·to l1eave11, shn.11
so come in lilr.e 111a11iier as l·c bo.ve see11 him
go i11to heave11. '' Mark the la11gt1age,-'' in
like manner,''-tl1at is, boclily, })er 11ally .
Ancl bavi11g 1·eacbecl the th1·esl1olcl of Ilis
heavenly home, tl1e message ,v-I1ich He se11t
baclc to His belovecl apostle, a11d tl11·ot1gh
l1im to the love<l ones of ea1·tl1, ,vns, ,,, S1,rely,

.. 

-
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.4�.r EARn"E.S'I' APPEAL. 9 

I eo,;zc qltickly. '' A11d al reacly the apocrtlYIJ­
tic crl· bas gone fort11, '' Beholcl, he con1eth 
witl1 cloucls.'' A11d, says the prophet Zccb­
arial1, '' Hi feet ball sta11d in tl1at llay upo11 
the mount of Oli,rcs, """hic11 is before Jerusa-
1en1 on tho east, ancl tl1e 111ou11t of 1Olives 
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
ca�t a11cl to"·ard tl1e west, nnd there shall be 
tt ,,e1·y great valley'' (Zeeb. xiv. 4). And 
thus bnll be it1nugt1ratcd the pb�y·t,ical 
cl1at1ges tl1at He ,vill ,vork 011 the planet 
eart11, wl1e11 inst ncl of" the thorn sl1all come 
t1 p tl1e fir-tree, ancl i11steacl ot· the brier shall 
come up the m)·rtlc-tree: the ,vilderness and 
the so,litarl· place shall be n1acle glacl, n.11d the 
desert shall rejoice ancl blosson1. as tl1e rose 
tisn. 1v. 13, and XX:.\."V. 1). 

,v e arc looking for lto1ior, glory, n11cl i;;1-

?11orlctlil!J at the co111ing of t11e Son of man 
(Ro111. ii. 7), ,vhen these poor, frail, mortal 
lJoclies of His sai11t=, shall be fasl1ionecl like 
u11to His glorious bocl:>· (P11il. iii. 21), a11d 
free from p11in and dcatl1, becnuse i11co1·rttpli­

ble a11cl i1;111iorial. 
We a.re looking fo1· a gloriot1s a11d happ)' 

homo, not beyoncl the clouds, bl1t 011 the 
pla11et enrtb,-yes, this earth rc11ovatcd and 

•
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10 AN EAR1t1EST APPEAL. 

• 

• 

• 

tra11sformecl by the l)O�'e1· of G ocl. TJ1c 
tide of sin 1·olled bnc1�, a11d tl1c ct11·se ,,ripecl 
out; all tl1i11gs macle 11ew lil(e Ede11 fai1· and 
brigl1t (Isa .. lxv. 17). In sl1ort;, ,ve a1·c lool,­

ing for tile ll,i11gllo111. of Goel spol�en of b)r tl1e 
prophet Dtt11iel (chat)ter vii., ve1·se 27), to lJe 
estnblis11ecl it1ider the "'l1ole henve11, a11d 
wllicl1 shall be gi\re11 to t11e lJeople of t11e 
saints of tl1e �Iost Higb, ,vl10 shall beco1ne 
kings and })t·iests unto Goel a11d 1·eig11 on tl1c 
earth (Rev. v. 10) : tl1e lan 1 cove11a11ted to 
Abraham n11cl his seed, the la11d of Cn11aa11, 
lleing the lciogclo1n prope1·, while tl1e terri­
torl1 or domi11ion of l1essiab, ,vho is the seecl 
spoken of, shall be from sea to sen, noel from 
the ri,e1· t1nto the ends of tl1e ea1·tb (Psa. 
Jxxii. 8; Zech. ix. 10) . 
. 'l'J1at Messiah is the seecl spoke11 of ,vi11 
appea1· abu11dant1J=- plain from Paul's lette1· 
to tl1e Galatians, iii. 16 : '' N o,v to Ab1·al1nm 
n,11d his seecl were the pro1nises n1ncle. He

saith not, And to seeds, as of ma11y; but as 
of one, And to thJ' scecl, which is Cl1rist. '' 

'!'his is the kingclom ,v11icl1 J obn the 
Baptist preached, and in vic,v of "'l1icl1 he 
called on the people to 1·efo1·,r1,. This is tl1e 
Jcingdom which J est1s proclaimed afte1· t.bnt 

• 

• 

• 

-
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All' EARNEST .1JPPEAL. 11 
• 

. John \\ras cast i11to prison. To IJublish the 
good ne,,,s co11cern i11g this coming kingdom 
J esu� se11t forth His t,velve apostles u,11d His 
scvc11ty clisciples, and for tl1is purpose He 
i ·sued tl1e com111ission,-'' Go ye int.o all the 
,,·orlcl a11cl preach tl1e gospel to everlr 
c1·ea.ture; l1e that believeth n11cl is baptized 
sl1all l>e saved, }Jut he that be]ieveth not 
sl1all be co11clem ned. '' 

• 

This is oitr faitl1 ancl hope; it is tl1e one 
fhith a11cl }1ope of the gospel (Epl1es. iv. 4), 
at1d we arc comn1anded to (ts/:. ,·ot1; to invite

you ; n11d to e1it1·eat J ot1, to share ,vith t1s tl1e 
1·egal ]1011ors of tl1nt kingdo111. Tl1e Goel of 
lleavcn is no"r tn.ki11g out fro1u among th·e 
Ge11tiles n 1>eople for His 11nme (..c\.cts xv. 14), 
to make tl1en1 ki11g:; ancl p1·iests in the 11e,\·

clispensatio11, the Age to come, culled also 
tl1e ti1nes of the 1·estitutiot1 of all things 
s1)oke11 of by the n1ot1th of all the holy 
pro1)l1ets (Acts iii. 21). He is calling tl1en1 
b)1 the proclan1ation of th is gospel, clennsing 
tbem bJ' the "'ashing of ,,,nter by the ,v oru 
(E1>l1es. v. 26), nod in due ti1ne t.hey shall be 
clothed with fi.110 li11eu, clea11 a11d "1hite, 
"'bich is tl1e 1·ighteous11ess of sait1ts, nncl 
a11oi nted fo1· tl1ei r sncerclotn.1 office. This is 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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12 AN E.11RNESP APPEJ1L . 

• 

ou1· l1igl1 calling, n.11d we i11vite .}'Otl to sl1a1·e 
witl1 us in this 1·oyal p1·iestl1oocl called to 
mi11ister . 1111cler tl1e 11e,,, n11cl lJetter cove­
na11t. 

Alas! that, not,vitbsta.nc1ing st1ch n11 ]1igl1 
destiny is prese11tecl to ma11, a11cl sucl1 i11-
centives to l1olioess a11cl virttte, so mn,11y 
sl1ould be ·fo11nd who 1Jrefe1· to cleg1·ac1e thc1n­
selves by ministering to tl1e grn.ti-6..cat.io11 of 
tl1e clesires nnd appetites of tl1eir falle11 
nature, who prefer the service of si11 n11cl 

• 

Sata11, ,v11ich te1·minates i11 etcr11al clentb, to 
t]1e service of the livi11g and t1·t1e Goel, hnvi11g
thei1· frt1it 1.111to l1oli11ess a11c1 the e11d ever-
lasting life.

This is a sad a11d me1anc11oly picture, bt1t 
sucl1 is tl1e perverseness of b1.1man nature 
that future good of the most exalted kind is 
sacrificecl for present enjoyment; at1cl insteacl 
of life being co11trollecl and gove1·11ed by 
fu11dnmental and abidi11g p1·inci1)les, the 1nnss 
of 111anlci11d are mere c1·eatures of impulse, 
actuated by the ,vants ancl ,visl1cs of t11e 
prese11 t hour; nnd tl1cre are 1na11y c1·ave11, 
co,va1·dly spirits "'ho are ever 1·encly to aslc 
themselves what would eucl1 a.n 011e tbi11lc 
,v�re I to do so an� so, than to inqui1·e ea1·11-

7 
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AN EARNES'l' .APPE.,1L. J3 

estly, ,vit]1 a11 open heart a11cl a wi11i11g 
mi11d, '' Lotcl, 10/zat wilt tlzou Jiave ?l'te to rlo ?''

No \\'Oncler, the11, that so man)· are gropi 11g 
tbei1· "'a)" i11 1niclnight clarl,ness. We ,vould 
seek to r,eacl1 s11cb, and tr.}' to arot1se them 
to a se11se of t11ei r clanger. vVe ,vot1ld pl nee 
before then1 higlzer 171.otives, a11d give their life 
a noble1·aini; we wot1ld seek to an·alcen "'itbin 
tl1e1n a clesirc for l1·1tlli, :i lot1ging after lleav­
en.ly 1oisclor,i, a thirst for divine kno,v ledge .. 
I11cline you1· ear a11d come to Jesus; listen 
to tl1e call; bea.r, and your soul sl1all li,re 
(Isa. lv. 1). Sl1all love so ge11erous, so cli-
vi11e, a,,·aken 110 response i11 your sot1ls? 

Let me remincl you of the solem11 trutl1 
that yo1tr day of grace :incl 111.ine ",.ill soon 
ter1ni11ate ancl the 1·ecord lJe forever closecl. 

TJ1ere "'ns a11 inciclen t co11nected ,,·itl1 tl1e 
loss of the stenn1er '' Ce11tral .America'' 
,,,bicb it ma)" not be inappropriate to me11-
tio11 here. S01ne J7ears ago, in a [>lace of 
pt1blic "·01·sl1ip, a stranger arose a11d begged 
tl1e pri,,ilege to speak, a11nou11cing himself 
as cnpttti11 of a vessel then i11 port, ancl a 
professor of the religio11 of Christ. '' I 
,,,isb,'' saJ·s be, '' to warn tl1e i111penitent 
l1ere that dela)·s are dnngerous. It is not 

• 

• 

• 
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14 Al!-1 EARNEST APPEAL. 

saf'c to pt1t oft' llllti[ tO-Jl10l"l'O\V ,,,J1nt ougl1t 
to be c.lo11c tl1is cla):'· It ,,,ns Jll) Jot, ,,·l1e11 
snili11g, to f,1,]l i11 ,vitb tbnt ill-fatecl stcan1c1· 
t11e ' Cc11trnl America.' '1,l1e 11igbt ,,,�,s 
closing i11, the ,, aves rolli11g l1igl1, bt1t I 
bailecl tl1e cripple l stc::in1er n11cl askecl if 
tl1ey 11eeded l1el1). 'I nm i11 a si11ki11g co11-
clition,' cried Captni11 He1·11dou. 'Rael )'OLl

11ot better se11d )'Our l ns e11gers on boarcl 
110,v ?' I repliecl. 'Will .}rou uot lay 1Jy 1110

u11til mo1·ning ?' respo11cled Captai11 He1·11-
do11. 'I ,vill tr.}',' I 1·epliecl; 'but J1acl you 
not better send yot1r passenge1·s on boarc1 ?' 
'La.y by me till mor11ing,' again sa,icl Ca1)tai11 
Her11don. I 111ncle the effort to lay by l1in1, 
bt1t at 11ight, '\'\1ith st1ch a sea roll i 11g, 110 
vessel cot1lcl co11trol its posit.io11, n11d I never 
saw tl1e stean1er n1ore. !11 one l1ot11· a11cl a 

l1alf after tl1e captain said ' Lay b)' me til I 
mornit1g' tl1c vessel, ,vith. its living freigl1t, 
,vent do,, 1n, nncl lie l1imself, ,,·ith a great 
majority of bis passengers a11d cre,v, ,vere 

coffi.11ed i11 tl1e deep. So 1nt1cl1 fo1· procras­
tination. But for t11is clelay the e11ti1·e cre,v 
and passe11gers of the ' Ce11tral An1e1·icn.' 
might l1avc. been savecl. Si1111e1·s, ,,,be11 
t1rged to imrnccliatc 1·e1Jeuta11ce, clo11't s11.y to 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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AN EARNEST APPEAL. 15 
.. 

beseeching friends, to o:ffereel mercy, to, a 
striving 81)iri t, ' Not no,,,; lay by me longer 
still, till I ba,-re a convenient time.''' 

Behold ! 1iow is the nccepteel time, and now

is the day of salvation. \Vhat more cnn be 
said to urge 011 )'OU the necessity of an i111,-

1,iecliale acceptance of the proffe1·ecl mercy? 
The present moment alone is yours. Se,ek 
ye the Lorcl while He may be fot1nd; en.II 
U})On Him while He is near. The Chu1·cl1 is 
comn1issioned to say come, nnd to-day the 
in,,itatio11 is made to yon, '' Come with us 
and ,,,e will do thee goocl, for the Lord bath 
spoke11 good conce1•njng Isrnel.'' 

Shnll these TI
1ords of ,varning be allowed 

to die a�ray 011 the "·incl, a11cl 110 echo in 
yot1r hearts anS\\'er tl1e entreaties of J ebo­
val1's S1)irit? Let n1e urge 011 :)·ou, i1s one 
who hns felt the power of clivine truth on my 
o,,,n hea,rt, '' Be )'e reconciled to God.'' Re­
pent nnd believe the gospel, the good news 
that Goel was in Christ, reco11ciling the �,orld 
t111to Himself, not imputiug t111to mc11 their 
trespasses. Auel here let 111e defi11e who.t v.1c 
unde1·staod by repentance. Some thinlt it 
si111plJ1 sorrow £01· sin, but the Scripture 
SRJ'S, ,·, Godly sorrow �orketh repenta11ce'' 

• 

• 

. --

• 

• 

• 

• 

••

G. E. Marsh Memorial Library, Church of God  
General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



• 

• 
• 

• •
• Iii' • •  

;: ,�.r 

.. 

•• 
-
. - . 

... ,,,, 
• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

16 Ai.V EARi.,"EST APPE.11L. 

(2 Cor. ,,.ii. 10); l1e11cc it is n101·e t11a11 sorL·o,,r

for si11,-it is n, forsnlci11g of si11, :.t tur11i11g 
a,,1aJ1 f'1·om it, a 1·e11011nci11g of si11, ancl a. 
co11sccratio11 to God t11rot1gh faitl1 a11d obe­
clic11ce. It is 11ot a clend, i1101Jerati,1e tl1ing, 
but st1ch as J 01111 the Baptist desc1·ibes,-that 
b1·iugeth forth f1·uits meet fo1· repe11tance. 

Goel is ,vaiti11g to be gracious, not ,,lilli 11g 
that a11y shoultl perish, but tl1at n.11 sboulcl 
turn unto Hi1n and live. Reject 11ot, I e11trent 
you, tl1e qffered n1ercy. Pardon a11cl forgi1,e­
ness are held out to you, at1cl eternal life in 
the l�i11gdom of Go<l's dear Son. Throug11 
the first Adan1 � e iuhe1·i t frai 1, mortc:'tl, pe1·­
ishi11g bodies, subject to t.rio.1s, pe1·1Jlexities, 
cliscase, a11cl cleatb; at1d it is only th1·ough 
Christ J est1s ,,�e can ]Ja,,e delivc1·ci11ce; for 
tl1ere is no othe1· 11nn1e gi ve11 t1ncler 11ca,·e11 
a11d among men ,,,hereby ,,,e can be saved . 
He is the P1·i11ce of Life, the .A utbor of 
ete1·11al salvation to all tl1em that obey I-Ii1n. 
If "'e ,va11t ete1·11al life ,,,e n1ust accept of' it i11

God's owu way. It is 11ot ot1rs to mal<:e or 
cl1a11ge the divine plau ; \\re can 011ly accept 
or reject the oftered mercy. 

When N aan1n11 the Syriar1 came to El ia11a 
tile pro1)bct to be clea11secl of his leprosy, the 
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AN E.�t Rf.' EST JtP PEAL. 17 

com1n11ncl, '' Go a11cl ,,,ash i1l J orclan seve11 
tin1es, and th)' flcsl1 shall come agai11 to 
thee, a11d tl1ot1 shalt lJc clea11,'' a1lpeared un­
reaso11able, ancl 1\Tactma,i ?L;as 1.01·otli (2 Ki11gs 
v. -12). Ancl so ,,,,itl1 man)' au one coverecl 
,vitb the lep1·osJ' of sin. The deac11y disease 
is gna,ving at their vitals, while death, the 
,;vages of sin, is staring them in th.e face. 
The1·e is only one ,va)· of escnpc,-one De­
liverer; and still fallen men are ever trJ·ing 
to change J eho,·al1's plan and suggest other 
,\,a:}'S. But still the Word of God 1·emains 
the same,-'' He that believeth arid is bap­
tized sl1all be saved, but l1e that believeth 
not shall be condemned.'' We ent.reat you, 
therefore, to believe the recorcl "· 11ich God 
hns given of His Son, ancl be baptized in His 
name fo1· the ren1ission of your sins. Pt1t 
oft" the old man ,vith his deeds, be rene,ved 
in the spirit of J·our minds, live godly and 
righteous!)' in this present evil ,vorld, and 
,,,ait patiently for the glory to be b1·ought 
u11to .}'OU at the 1·evelation of" J csus Ch1·ist. 
This is heaven's appointed pla.n ; are )'OU

,,rilling to close ,vith the offer of salvn,tio11 
o.nd becon1e an heir of eternal life,-an heir 
of God and joint l1ei1· with Jesus Cl1rist, 
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"1hen He shall come to restore all tl1ings 
spol(en of by all the l1oly prophets si11ce the 
,,,orlcl began ? For tl11e l1eave11s ,,,ill 1·ecei ve 
Him 1.t11lil that time of 1·estitutio11, a11d llieri

He will come, for the Lord is 11ot slack 
co11ce1·11i11g His })romis,es as me11 cot111t slack­
ness; but is long-sufteri11g to us-" a1·d, 11ot 
,,,illing that any sl1ou1cl }lerisb, but that all 
shoulcl come to 1·epe11tance (2 Pet. iii" 9). 
Bt1t the day of the Lo1·d '"'ill co1ne, a11d 
co1ne as n, thief i11 the night,-arc yott 1·eady 
fo1· that day? No one ca11 tell how soon it 
mny come. Ancl ho,v fearful to be ca11gbt 
u11prepared ! Are ,ve bt1ilding on the Roel{, 
Christ? Other fou11dation cn.n 110 man lay 
tJ1au v.1l1at is laid, that is Obrist. Bt1t let 
every ma11 talce heed hol'· l1e builcls tbc1·eo11, 
for the :61·e shall try every mnn 's wo1·k, of 
wlint sort it is. The "-,ood, bay, stubble, . 
will be co11sumed, but the precious sto11es 
,,,ill be enclu1·ing. F1·iends, on ,vl1nt clo your 
hopes rest? Have l'OU accepted Jesus. as 
J·our Life-give1·? have yot1 believed God's 
Word, and are you trusti11g in Hie p1·on1iscs? 
Or are you among those who n1:e maki11g 
void God's ·wo1·d bJ1 holding the traditions 
of men? Remember what Ch1·ist ea.id to 
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tl1e J G\VS,-'' I11 vni11 the) uo ,, orsbip rue, 
tcachi11g for cloct.ri11es tbe commn.11clme11ts 
of' 1ne11'' (:O{att. xv. 9). · Tl1is s110,,1s us that 
tl1cre is a ·ai1i uo1·sliip, a11cl it con,sists i11

teachi11g for doctri ues tl1e comn1at1dme11ts 
of me11, ,vbicl1 sub,·ert Gocl's pla11. 

No sooner had Acla1n t1·ansg1·essed God's 
la,v in Para,lise than he ,vas expelled from 
Eden's fni1· garclc11; 1Jt1t ,,,e must vie�l' this 
as a loving net of

'" 

a tender parent to a falle11, 
-

son. Let tl1e ]a11guage of the Almight)· be a 
key to the 1uotive b)r wl1ich He ,vas actuatecl, 

... a11cl be it re111e1nbered t.hat in1mediately 
afte1· the tra11sg1:ession, nucl just before the 
expulsion,_ God had made kno,"·n His gracious 
purpose that the seed of the ,,'9oman should 
bruise the scrpe11t's hend,-the1·eby denoting 
tl1e fi11ctl aucl tllle1·-exti11ction of evil nt some 

. pe1·iod, ho,veve1· 1·emote. Of this purpose 
and design on the part of the Almigl1ty ,,,e 
ho.ve abtt1zdant, clett·r, and positi,re testimo11y 
both in the ,vritiogs of the Old and New 
Testame11ts. See Ge11. iii. 15; Psa. cxlv. 20; 
�Ialaclti iv. 1; Heb. xii. 29, and ii. 14; Rev. 
i. 18, a11d v. 18. And in orde1· to carry out
this be,1evolent and GRACIOUS pu1·pose on the
part of the Creator, the expt1lsion of Adam

• 
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20 AN EABt.1ES'I' APPEAL. 

becnn1e a necessity. It was a prominent li11I, 
in tbe conti11t1ot1s cl1ai11 of ma.n's reclem1l t.ion. 
Hence ,,,e a1·e prepared to u11clerstn.11d Gocl's 
o�,n ]n,uguage as 1·eco1·(lecl i11 Ge11. iii. 22,­
,, N o,v, lest J1e pt1t fort11 l1is ba11cl, at1cl take
al o of" the • tree of life, nncl. eat, nncl live
foreve1·: ilzm·efore''-plense marlc the la11-
gt1age, tl1e1·ejo1·e, on t11at accou 11 t--'' the Lo1·(l
Goel se11t him forth f1·01n the garden of
Eden, to till the grot1ncl f1·om whence lie

1oas tal,e11.?'-LowLY ORIGIN!-'' So be drove
•

ot1t the rrian; n11d he plnced a,t the east of tbe
· ga1·den of Eden Cl1erubi1ns, and a fl.a1ning

s,vord ,,rbich tt11·11ed every way, to keep the
,vay of the tree of life.'' Thus we see that
the final extinction of evil ancl tl1e expulsio11, of
A(la1i1, from his primeval alJocle are ve1·y i11.­

timately connected. Tl1e- allia11ce is close
. a11d i11separable, and when viewed in this 

light, insteacl of the e�rpulsio'!} being a11 act 
of vengeance, ,ve can only regard it as the 
operation of" Gocl's benignity; and as intelli­
gent believers ,ve can only thank God that 
.Ile '' drove ot1t the man,'' a11cl joi t1 i11 a loucl 
and joyous anthem to Him ,vhose n1e1·cy 
endu1·eth forever, and ,vho so loved a11cl 
pitied our falle11 race that He se11t His Son, 
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rlis ioell-beloved and only-begotten. So1i, into the 
"'ot·lcl '' 11ot to conclemn the "'or]d, but 
tl1nt''-obse1·ve the language, bttl that, this 
is J ehovab's object and intention in se11ding 
His S011,-namely, t11at '' the worlrl tb1·oagh 
l1im might be-sa.,1ecl'' (J oho iii. 17). 011, i1i-

fi1iite goodness! UNBOUNDED LOVE! But a false 

:S)1Stem of theology has pervertecl the Word, 
and ,vi th 11.n}iallo1oed, 1t1isa11.clifiecl, and p1·of a11e 
imagery representecl the Fn,t11er as vinclictive 
ancl im1,lacable, whose ir1dignatio11 and ire 

· could only be modified by the '' 1-i.cli drops of 
Jesits' blood.'' This system of theology says 
Goel loves the world becat1se J' esus died ! 
TJ1e blessed Word says J est1s diecl becaztse 
God loved the ,vorld, and · 1ovecl it so 1n1tch

that He ga'f'e His Son to die that wliosoevet­
tbis word, whosoever, i11cludes you and me 
,n11d eve1·J' 011e-that whosoever be1ievet11 in 
Him might not perish but have ,everlasting 
life. 

Do yo11, want everlasting life,-i11corrupti­
bility in tbe kingdom of Goel? Do :)"OU

,vant to live 01i and on duri11g ·the endless 
ages of ete1·nity, i11 the nezo earth, ar1d the 
Pc,1·adise of God, in the society of Jesus and 
tl1e redeemecl of every age n.nd clime, where 
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there is 110 1norc 1Jai11, 11or sorro,v, 11or 
clcath; for the former thi11gs ,vill 11n.,1e pnssecl 

· a,,,nl'? If so, you can secure this i1111e1·i-
• 

ta,ncc. J est1s cliecl for you t11at yoit n1ight
Ji ve,-lt"te .foreuct ! 'l'he gift of Goel is eter11nl
li fc t111�ougl1 J est1s Cl11·ist ot1r -Lord. '' A11 l
iliis fs tlie. 1·ecord, tl1nt Goc111n.tl1 gi,,en to tt

eternal life, a11d tbis life is in l1is So11. I:Ie
that l1u.th tbc Son bath life; n,11cl l1e tl1at hatl1
not tl1e So11 of Goel hath 11ot life'' (1 J ol1n
,,. 11, 12). Do )'OU believe tl1e record? J olt11

sn,J,s, '' tliis 1:s tile 1·ec01·cl. '' Do yot1 believe
it? Do 11ot, I beseech yot1, try to e,,ade t11e
qt1estio11; be ho11est ,vith )'Ot1rselves ! Re-
1nen1ber tl1at ,,,ithot1t faith it is i1nzJossible to
please Go(l. A11cl re1nemlJer also tl1e apos-
tle's definition of faith,-'' N o,,1' faith is the
sulJsta11ce''-tl1e grot1ncl or co11ficle11ce-'' of
thil'1gs 11oped fo1·, tl1e e,�icle11ce of thi11gs 11ot
seen'' {Heb. �;. 1).

Do you hope for eternal life tbrot1gl1 t11e 
Son of God; 01· do you ,rai11ly flatter your­
self by the iclea of inhe1·e11t immortalit.)r? 
Faith is the belief of ,vl1at G·ocl says i11 
His ,v1·itten W 01·d. '' TJ1csc are ,,•ritte11,'' 
sa)'TS the Seri ptu1·e, '' tl1at ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Cl1rist, tl1e Sou of Go(l; a11cl 
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tl1at believing ye n1igbt have life throt1gb 
l1is na111e'' (John x.x. 81). The Christ is 
the A11ointecl, the Messial1 (J ob11 i. i1, and 
1nargi11). 

TJ1is is the JJtO'lllise that He bat11 promisecl 
t1s, evc11 ele.,.�nal life (1 J oh11 ii. 25). What 
are tbe terms or conclitio11s of tl1e p1·on1ise? 
Faith and obedience. He that believcth the 
gospel, n11d is baptized, shall· be saved; he 
that believetb not shall be conclen111ed. If 
,,re belie,1e the ,�,.itt1ess of men the witness 
of God is g1·eate1·, infi11ilely greale1·. Let us 
set to ot1r seal '' tlzat Goel is i'rue,'' (J 01111 iii. 
88). 

No,v remember that throt1gb Jesus Christ 
. is this day preacbecl to you the fo1:Jive11ess 

of si11s (Acts xiii. 88). }.fay Cl1rist never 
sa)' to you as He said unto the J e,,,s,-'' Ye 
will 11ot come to me that ye 1night ba,,e life.'' 
He offers it to you freely in His Word, with-
011t money a11d without price, bt1t )·ot1 1uust 
conie to Him for it. '' And the S1)irit a11d the 
Bride say, Come. And let hi1n that hea1·eth 

� say, Co111e. And let him tl1at is athirst co11ie. 
A11cl ioliosoever will, let him take the "rater of 
lifo freely'' (Rev. xxii. 17). 

Oh ! say ,vill you go to our Eclen home, 
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24 A�r EARNE.ST APPEAL. 
• 

,vl1e1·e si11 and s01·ro,,r are u11 lrnown, and 
bask i11 the brigl1t suuligbt of etcr11al day? 

•'No chilling ,vincls or poisonous brenth 
Can rt'acl1 thnt blissful shore; 

Thero sin n11d sorro,v, pain and death, 
Aro felt and fcnrcd no n1oro.'' 

To )'OU w110 ha,,e believed the 1·ecord 
,,,bicl1 God has give11 of His Son,-to you let 
rr1e sa)', '' Hold fast the begi1111ing of your 
conficlc11ce.'' Trutl1 is might)' and "'ill llre-
vni1, a11d let me aclcl, it 11eecls 110 ma11's 
pntro11age, b11t he ,v bo r�jects it cloes so at 
]1is pe1·il. No mn11 livetl1 to hin1sel f, a11d tl1is 
id es11ecially true of all who a1·e e11lighte11ed 
by clivi11e truth. Tl1e religion of J est1s is a . 
con1panionable 1·eligio11; it is not enough 
for a man to em brace tl1e trut}1 hi1nself, he 
must clissemioate it ab1·oad; J1e is 11ot 011ly 
a receptacle of the lig11t, he must also diftuse 
it to those arouncl l1im. He n1ust adcl to 
his fait11 fortitucle, a11d that fortitude enables 
him to exclaim, '' Come a11d hear, all ye 
that fea1· God, and I ,vill cleclare ,vl1at he 
hatl1 dot1e for my soul.'' Or again, in the 
la11guage of the Psalmist, '' Come, praise 
the Lord ,vith me, let us exalt his 110.roe to .. 
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getber. '' A11d tl1e di vine approval has been 
given to this social intercot1rse, for ,ve read, 
'' Then they that feared the Lo1·d spake often 
one to another: nnd the Lord hearkened, a11d 
hen.rel it, and a book of remen1b1·ance ,�,as 
l\1ritten before ]1im for them that feared the 
Lorcl, and tl1at thought upo11 his name. A11d 
they s11all be mi11e, saith the Lord ot· hosts, 
in that clay ,vheu I mal�e llp my jewels; and 
I ,,1ill spare them, as a man spa1'etb his o,vn 
son that se1·veth him'' (�ialachi iii. 16, 17). 
In this age of formal 1·eligion, when the 
mass of professors are abanclonecl to specu­
lation, ancl when the W 01·d of God is so 
generally perverted, it becomes all who know 
and love God's Word to ope11ly confess it. 

'' Whosoever,'' says Jesus, '' shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words, ... of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, ,vhen 
he cometh in t11e glory of his Father with the 
holy angels'' (l1:o.1·k viii. 38). F1·om this ,ve 
see the importa11ce of openly avowing the 
1oorcls a1id doctrine of Christ. Paul says, '' I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:' 
(Rom. i. 16). A11d wl1y should any man be 
asl1amecl of sucl1 n gospel? A gospel "�hich 
is '' the po"re1· of Goel unto salvation to every 

• 

•• •

' 

•

G. E. Marsh Memorial Library, Church of God  
General Conference:  McDonough, GA;  https://coggc.org/



• 

• 

• 

26 AN EARNEST APPEAL . 

one that believeth'' is a gloriot1s gospel. Let 
t1s cling to it a11cl c11erish it as tbe b11J,,,arl� 
of our faith artcl l1ope. Christ sa}'"S, '' Allicle 
in me, nod I in you. As tl1e brancl1 ca.1111ot 
bear t·rt1it of itself, except it abiclc i11 tl1e 
vi11c; 110 more ca11 l'e, exce1)t yo alJicle i11 
111e. • : • For "it11ot1t 1110 )·e cttn do 11otl1-
i11g'' (J 0]111 xv·. 4, 5). A11d J �1111 sn.ys, i11 l1is 
scco11d epistle, 8tl1 n11cl 9t11 verses, '' J...,ool< to 
J"Ottrselves, that ,,·e lose 11ot tl1ose tl1i 11gs 
,,·11ich ,,,e l1ave ,, rot1ght, bt1t t11at "'e receive 
a f't111 reward. W11osoe,,er tra11sgresscth, n11cl 
abi<letl1 11ot i11 t11e cloctrine of Christ, l1ath 
not God. lic tl1nt nbidetl1 i 11 the cloctri 11c of 
Christ, he hatl1 both tlle Father ar1cl tlac 
8011. '' Cot1lcl 1n.ngt1agc stro11gc1' a11d 1norc 
forcible tl1a11 these "'orcls of tl1e ,apostle· l)c 
t1secl to set fortl1 tl1c im porta11ce, J1ea, tl1e 
absolute necessity of recei,1i11g the cloctriue 
of Ol1rist a11d abicli11g in it? It is hardly 
possible to realize tl1e gra11clcur of yot1r 
}lOsitio11 as believers, and the i1nporta11ce of 
tl1e l'.101·k assig11ed you,-both to ,vor]c out 
your O\\"ll salvatio11 i11 tl1e ,val' i11dicatecl, 
and also to bca1· testiinony for J est1s b.)' 
,vit11essi11g for tl1e truth. 

Cbristia11 ity, or the 1·eligio11 of Jesus, di-

-
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vestecl of tl1e false and Sl1pe1·stitious dogmas 
,vl1icb 11uman tradition l1as nddecl on to it, 
is a grancl and ennobli11g subject fo1· huma11 
stucly a�cl reflection. Giving strength to tl1e 
i11te]lect, pt1rifJ·i11g, elevating, a11d 1·efini11g 
the sentiments, it presents the Deity to tis

in t11e n1ost attractive, tender, and enclearing 
vie,v as a compassionate, lovi11g Fatl1er ,vho 
]1as a Father's interest in His c11ilclren ancl a 
Father:s concern for their ,velfare anc.l l1np­
piness. Ilis is not the bli11cl impt11se of a 
,,·eak, ig1101·ant, etlrtbl)· parent, but a c1ear­
sig11tecl, com1)rehe11si,e purpose, st1cJ1 ns 
111igbt 1·easonablJ7 be ex1)ectecl i11 n. Goel ,vho 1s 
st.1pren1ely goocl. His mind alone can fathom 
the wn.nts of the l1umnn heart, and compre­
l1encl with t1nerrit1g acct.1rncy, becnt1se seeing 
,vitl1 unobscured visio11 capable of declaring 
the end from the 1,eginning. Such is the 
Bei11g 1·evenled to us in tl1e Bible, nncl al­
tl1ougl1 ou1· ,,reak finite mi11ds ca11uot grasp 
the infinite Bei11g, still ,vc see so mucl1 �f 
tl1e ,vouders nncl varieties of His creative 
po,,·01· to cleeply in1press us ,,·ith a sense of 
His groat11ess; ancl throt1gh His i11fi.11i te good-
11 ess n11cl conclesce11sio11 Ile 1'1ns n1ade 1�110,v1\ 
to us, i11 His ,,,1,itteu Worcl, e11ot1gl1 of 1--I.is 
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28 AN EAR.NEST APPEAL. 

character, His designs and purposes, to in­
spire us ,vith filial trl1st at1d conficlence in 
the full accomplishment of' all His pron1iscs, 
,vl1icl1 pron1ises 11ot only concern '' tl1e life 
tl1at no,v is,'' but also e1\.rteud far beyo11cl tl1e 
present orcler of thi11gs i11to '' the dis1)e11sa­
tion of the fulness of times,'' ,,,J1en every 
opposing infl.uence will, ultimate]),, lJe st1b­
dt1ed, the incorrigible destro)1cd, a11cl peace, 
truth, a,11d goodness shall d,vell in e,,ery 
heart. 
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