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FOREWORD

By THE REV. W. H. M. HAY AITKEN, MA.

CANON OF NORWICH, ENGLAND

Y Y YHAT does Holy Scripture really teach with
y regard to the ultimate doom of the impeni-

V V tent? What is the nature of that dread
penalty which revelation indicates as the wages of human
sin ? This is the question with which our author deals in
the following pages, and surely all Christian people must
admit the importance of the enquiry. We stand face to
face with the fact that the terms employed by the sacred
writers in dealing with this subject have been diversely
interpreted ; the question therefore that has to be de-
cided is this, Which of the differing interpretations is the
true one? The question can only be answered by a
careful and painstaking examination of the terms thus
employed. We shall have to lay aside all prejudice, and
any disposition to arrive at a hasty conclusion, and
patiently pursue a process of critical enquiry, endeavour-
ing to discover the true significance of the words used
by comparing Scripture with Scripture, and honestly
discriminating between their original and natural meaning
and any traditional significance that for one cause or
another may have become attached to them.

It is to this task that our author has addressed himself ;
and whether we agree or disagree with his conclusions,
I venture to think that all who peruse these pages must
admit the thoroughness and tramsparent honesty of
thought and purpose with which he has pursued his in-
vestigations. He has strictly confined himself to thecon-
sideration of the teaching of Scripture on this subject,
save in certain passages where he has had to meet objec-
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