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grace such as was given to others who lived a longer time than
they?

Instead of destiny being determined at death and consisting
of endless evil for those ordained to evil in this life, predestina-
tion in evil is temporary, while predestination to blessing will
run through the endlessness of immortality, when we shall know
that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory” (Rom. 8:18).

And when God’s glory fills the whole earth, there will be
no room for any predestined evil to remain.

Hardening Hearts

Hardening the heart is really stiffening the will, or making
stubborn. Pharaoh’s will was at first stubborn when Moses
first appeared before him with the request for the exodus of
his people. Then God brought the first plague on him and
Egypt, and immediately Pharaoh submitted. His heart was
softened. His will was subjected to the divine will. Then at
his request God removed the trouble. Immediately his will be-
came stubborn again. How was his heart thus “hardened”? By
removal of the trouble. Who removed it? God. Who then
hardened? God primarily; Pharaoh secondarily, by the mental
process of decision. But that decision was determined by en-
vironment, and therefore predetermined by God, who controlled
the environment of plagues. It was as is sometimes said by one
person to another, “I will make up your mind for you.”

Here are the scriptures on Pharaoh’s hardening his heart:
Ex. 8:15, 32, 34. And here are the ones on God’s doing it: Ex.
4:21:7:3, 13;9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4,8; Rom. 9:17-18.

It is not proper to deny one idea of hardening by quoting
scriptures on the other. Both must be recognized, even though
they seem to contradict each other. It is like the two hands
previously considered: either Pharaoh controlled God in the
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But the human hand cannot control the div
Egypt could not control God in the hardening
and does control all humanity. The mathematic
humanity lumped together is -0 (Isa. 40:17).
prophet told his people what he did in 2:22, f
not to be ‘“‘accounted” in any counting house
that even in calculus there is no such symbol as
the mighty power that is supposed to thwart Gox
is infinity. A little meditation will show the
the hardening of Pharaoh, for we read in Prov.
prepares the heart and so controls the words (bot
at first, and then the I will™).

God predicted to Moses that He would ha
heart. He knew that He could make Pharaoh s
fore the tenth plague He predicted that the king
go (Ex. 11:1). He knew just how stubborn Ph
that He could control him to do His will. Jesus
in man (John 2:25). He predicted Peter’s th
many other things that people would do and
Father know less than the Son? (Psa. 139:1-4)
Potter know the chemical composition of His h
that water will soften it when it becomes stubb
and just how much water it will take, and what
and have full confidence in His ability, and wher
in the fire of adversity? If not, how can there t
volving the clay? Or salvation? Can He drop
so spoil it hopelessly and endlessly?

Here are the scriptures on Israel’s hardenin
Psa. 95:8; Heb. 3:8; 3:15; 4:2; 2 Kin. 17:14; ]
29; Jer. 7:26; 19:15; Matt. 13:15.

And here are the ones on God’s doing it: Is
12:40; Rom. 11:8. See also Josh. 11:20 and !
similar thoughts.
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tion is the same as on Pharaoh: God did it
orant co-operation of will. Their stubbornness
- composition as made by Him who said to their
1ill make of thee a great nation.” Their blind-
ghteousness, and was a result of their law-
d He gave them that. He will remove the blind-
sinted time stated in Rom. 11:25, by bringing
war of nations described in Zech. 12-14, when
nbled and believe. All mankind is self-righteous
. of life, so that the way in which God blinded
ating them in that pride of life and later giving
nment. The way He will open their eyes is by
with trouble.

Wills, and Freedom

tt at the same time exist in the universe two op-
ls in executive freedom. The idea is self-con-
h wills would have to divide the universe be-
»ne could not conquer the other, in which case
one would not have been as free as the other.
y why religion has divided off the upper world
God with a little handful of saved people and
rrigibles” to the devil in the underworld or says
eventually be “burned up”. Judging from the
ropulation said to be ‘“‘lost” thus, man’s and thc
I must be more free than God’s. Is it surpris-
do not trust God more?

all things after the counsel of His own will (Eph.
‘hat can man do to thwart that will? God works
1 both to will and to do (Phil. 2:13). Objectors
save people against their wills?”” No. He cannot
> grace stubbornly received by force, is not grace
> can change the will. Remember Pharoah. And
¢ 2328 Dent. 7:20: Tosh. 24:12). He did not

part of that qualifying means. They make people sweet in a
savor of love. The reason there is so little of Christ in Christen-
dom is that there is so little of truth in the traditions of the
apostasy.

So we see that we must revise our ideas upward on the
conception of “‘responsibility” and say ‘“‘accountability” instead;
enlarge our conception of punishment to mean correction; and
see farther into the matter of destiny than to think of it as
hopeless, endless torment or death, and say with Isaiah, ““When
thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness™ (26:9).

Calvinism

John Calvin and his successor in doctrine, Jonathan Ed-
wards, knew the truth of predestination, but they missed the
“mercy upon all” expressed in Rom. 11:32, because their view
of the immortality of the soul and its going to heaven or hell
at death as an endless destiny left no room for mercy to those
who were foreordained to evil through the present life, for that
view precludes the possibility of a resurrection to future mercy.

The greatest objections to predestination usually arise be-
cause of the error of thinking that predestined evil is permanent.
That predestination in evil is temporary may be seen by the
word “‘until” in Rom. 11:25, where the blindness of Israel is
limited to the time during which the gentiles are being called.
This blindness of the nation is the most frequently quoted and
used case of predestined evil in all the Bible. Both Jesus and
Paul referred to it more than once.

The quotation is from Isa. 6:9-10. It is the great text on
Israel’s hardness of heart, blindness and deafness. Here again,
(verse 11) the duration of this predestined evil is declared to
be temporary, being limited by the ame word “until” used in
Rom. 11:25. After the time set by that word ‘“‘until,” there
will be no more predestined evil of Israel’s blindness. So that

case of ordained evil is temporary, beyond cavil. And the pros-
comtices mmceima axmsw of all evil (Rev 21: 1-4) shows that all
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to the commission of sin under law, his sense of justice has
as much reason to scan God’s ways as did Abraham, as is
shown by the fact that Paul answers the question raised about
divine justice, after rebuking the style in which the querist
asks.

If a parent could find a whip that would last forever and
start using it to punish a child constantly, in less than one day
the Humane Society would see that he was arrested for cruelty;
but does that Society remonstrate against endless torment or
annihilation?

The matter is vital, for who will worship God if he thinks
the Judge is unjust? Or who will seek pardon from a Father
by confession of sin if there be no prospect of mercy? Just here
is the great evil of apostate Christendom.

One, as Pharaoh, or Judas, or Israel, must be hardened or
ignorant or blinded in doing evil to another through such divine-
ly chosen instruments as themselves, that mercy may remove
the evil, and so, reveal God. If Israel could have believed, no
mercy could have come to us gentiles as it has. But they “‘could
not believe” (John 12:39), because of preventing divine pur-
pose expressed in prophecy quoted here by John; and Pharaoh
could not let Israel go during the first nine requests and plagues,
for the same reason, for his refusal was foretold to Moses (Ex.
3:19-20). Neither could Judas fail to act his part in the grace
of salvation, lest we have no Savior.

What is our response to our Father’s appointment when
He honors us to election of revealing His grace through us in
bearing some trial without complaint or in enduring some wrong
from an enemy, a slave to bring us a blessing, unintentionally
by him and unaware to us, or to dispense the grace of mercy
to our wrong-doers? Can we measure up to the call? Yes, He
qualifies all whom He calls. The truths here set forth are a
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mstruction for making a ireewill orfrering sai
will” (Lev. 22:19) as distinguished from God
in the law. The truth that gratitude was a
tive in freewill offerings is shown in 2 Chron.
truth that “freewill” meant free from constraint
again in Ezra 7:13. Those who returned fro
“freewill” only in being free from compulsior
monarch’s edict. He did not compel anybody
the motives for returning were in God’s control

If man’s will is morally free, God’s will c
tively free. All he could then do would be to
be saved. Most people worship a mere Wish
Disposer. They should write God’s name withe
ter, in smallest type possible and even in vanisl
we say, Is it strange that there is little faith anc

When a child says, I won’t do it,” a de
made right then as to whose will is free from
other. If God’s child says that, is the heavenly
a human one would be under such circumstar
that is executive freedom instead of moral. Bt
Eve had moral freedom to obey law or disobey :
have the way of the cross arranged before th
Tim. 1:9; 1 Pet. 1:19-20). And if Israel had m
obey their law, how could God foretell to them
not? (Deut. 32).

If man has moral freedom to disobey to the
ultimate welfare God does not have executive
circumstances.

Salvation and justification are not by good
They cannot be (Rom. 3:19-20; Gal. 3:21; R
A person can will to “do good,” but how t
cannot find until ““Jesus Christ” supplies the r
work true righteousness in him (Rom. 7:14-23)
person’s will is ruled by the desires of the f
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5 resolutions to do good. But when Christ’s
omes in it rules the will for righteousness.
s thus will make all human conduct righteous,
id will displace all human selfishness and hate

is not “the architect of his own destiny’’
ns “highest builder”. But there is a “Master
3:4). Man is no builder at all except by con-
Cor. 3:10; 15:10).
1nk they have done well at life’s work like to
1e doers, independent from God. But the fail-
vessels can see by the light of “‘the furnace of
here is a greater Worker than man, who holds
| in his hands. That is why the humiliated can
loving kindness of the Lord” (Psa. 107:43).

ood example of the operation of the will in the
She was foreordained to be Isaac’s wife before
shown by the sign that Eliezer, the slave, pro-
2ll. 'When he arrived at her father Bethuel’s
1 the matter, the mother and Rebecca’s brother
have her stay at home at least ten days, but
must return with him immediately. So they
eft the decision to her will, but not her “free
irse, she decided as God had already decided it.
:d her, “Will you go with this man?” she said,
Eliezer had dragged her out by the hair into
k it probably would not have succeeded. It was
t her engagement and decision were influenced
1gs and bracelets, considering how she prompted
> to her husband on his death-bed, though it, too.
rd,” to give the blessing to Jacob in harmony
purpose and prediction.

a midwest city in relating to me his experience
ir marriage custom, still followed as in the days
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fit if God made any experiments or mistakes in creating man
as He did, or if He will fail to do what He purposes in
saving the race, for experiments, mistakes and failures nullify
divinity. And such conceptions really do nullify the trust
and worship of Christendom, for, to most people, God is very
weak. Trust will never return to us until we realize the
kind of God we have revealed to us in the scriptures, throw
away the mess of tradition inherited from the apostasy and
quit imitating the pagans in making our own god according
to the light of human understanding and notions. But
Christendom clings as tenaciously to its conceptions of divinity
as do the pagans to their idols.

The Problem of Destiny

Paul’s final question, in this section of the Roman epistle
discussing predestination, is that of destiny: What shall be
the destiny of the workers in ordained evil? He states it
thus: “I say then, has God cast away his people?” (Israel,
who were divinely ordained to be so blinded as to murder
His Son). .

The negative answer (that God has not cast Israel off)
is explained on the basis of mercy again (verses 30, 31, 32).
Mercy to gentiles through the foreordained evil of Israel’s
blindness, then returning mercy to Israel through the destiny
of the gentiles, and so “mercy upon all”. Israel will get her
mercy when the fulness of the gentiles is finished (11:25).

In this discussion Paul uses three cases from Israel’s history
to illustrate his teaching: Esau subjected to Jacob, for “mercy”
to Jacob (9:15); Pharaoh hardened in will in order to show
“mercy” to the world by revealing his “power” and “name”
through Pharaoh (verses 16-18); and the blindness of Israel
(running to the end of chapter 11). Jacob received his
mercy at Jabbok ford, as well as before and after; Esau will
yet receive mercy in the futre kingdom (Obad. 21). Pharaoh

and Judas and Israel have not yet received their returning
e ML N S et laae Bt racmd Terasl 556 mrraracerl el
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imperfection. But spiritual love could not have been a crea-
tion in the natural man. It must come through experience,
in divine supply of need.

The question, “Why did not God create man perfect?”, is
equivalent to asking “Why did He not do the finishing at
the beginning?” since He is in the process of, making us perfect
through suffering; so the question becomes “Why, in a process,
is the beginning not the end?”; why not put the roof on a
house first, instead of starting at the foundation?

If the fault-finder could choose his own created nature
what would the choice be? He could not choose the per-
fection of immortality, as we have seen. If he could choose
to be else than what we are we would not be people. How
then could God make us to be people other than we are
and still create us people?

We have shown that motives are the factors distinguishing
the ethical quality of acts, and that our flesh-motives cause
us to do evil; but we are not to the bottom of the inquiry
when we merely say that motive distinguishes moral quality
of actss. We do not reach bottom till we see why God
created us with these motives, and that it was necessarily so,
in his process of bringing about a finished creation.

At least, anybody should be able to realize that what
has been is best, for if God could have done better in creating
man otherwise than He did He would have been imperfect
in His work, and imperfection would destroy His divinity.
Then, too, the objector who asks why He did not do
otherwise assumes to become superior to God in the suggested
improvement. “Who has known the mind of the Lord, that
he may instruct him?” (I Cor. 2:16).

Once we realize the existence of God, all that has followed
was a necessity.

And we might add that the same observations would be
20

without knowing it. Ile ruled them by their
food, just as He could send the hornets into C:
shortage where they had been living, as He
Egypt in fulfillment of His purpose and His pre
ham, by a famine in Canaan and plenty of g
Freedom to choose Christ is a necessity wher
(Ro. 8:29-30) “by the gospel™ (2 Thess. 2:1
could not save us if we were so strongly held |
master of sin that we could not even wish for
God Himself would be enslaved to His creation
We have just enough freedom that we are not
by “‘the old man,” as Paul calls the flesh-life, wl
are our slave-master. Our wills are free from h
us longer under sin and death, but they are not
call in the gospel. “"The pleasures of sin” hold 1
a stronger appeal comes to us from our Redes
hard toil and beatings we get from the old 1
goodies have a bitter taste in comparison wit
“honey from the rock™. Nor are our wills in «
in the ordinary conception of moral freedom,
do good until our Redeemer calls us out of s
said, “To will is present with me, (to “do goo
perform that which is good I find not.” In
context (8:7) he declared that the carnal mis
God. 1If it could, there would be no slavery
will is not free from evil to do good until the
us free from the old slave-master to do the v
one. Until then the voice of the new one h
over us. The old one has full claim on us.
Neither is the redeemed will free to go b:
“cannot sin™ (1 Jn. 3:9), for it is the will of t
us (Phil. 2:13). We are securely held by Him
The old master’s voice is dead. Pharoah’s ju
at the western shore of the Red Sea, and he di
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yugh baptismal death to slavery in that sea they
slavery on the eastern shore. They never re-
Not in fact, though they, as we do, found *“‘the
erness” so painful that in thought they some-
k to Egypt. But even then they did not really
sould not. Neither can we. When we are re-
lo the good that we formerly could not, for we
d works in us to will and to do His pleasure.
ine purpose that we ‘“‘continue in sin” (Ro. 6:
> time past of our lives was a necessary allot-
xperience. But that past time is sufficient (1
nger period would be too much. From thence-
ee enough to choose the better way.

1e will is not free to obey God in righteousness.
) the desires of the flesh. Adam could not obey.
srael. But even in that old slavery the will is
yod to do evil when He restrains it, as He re-
>ch from adultery with Sarah (Ge. 20:6). There
like cases in scripture, as the forty Jews already
e plots of the Jews to slay Messiah before the
cent occasions when they tried to destroy Him
he reason they did not was because His hour
ne (Jn. 7:30; 8:20). In order to destroy Him
4 have had to overcome God, though it would
to do that if they had ““freewill,” according to
>f those who say it would be wrong for God to
edness of man’s will which they contend was
his creation for his development, though they
inually violate the will of their children to force
r try to contravene the will of their neighbors
conflict.

:r to kill the Savior before the time the Jews
[ to invade the sacredness of the divine will and

Who could conquer omnipotence, that had
‘ho time nlace and manner of that death? Two

the character of the question, and not his real answer to the
question. He rebukes the brazen effrontery that criticizes
Ged, but the real answer to the question comes later, in the
arguments on “mercy’’, occupying the remainder of chapter 9
and all of chapter 10, which constitute the answer to this
third question.

There are some things that God cannot do and be God.
He cannot lie (Titus 1:2), nor deny himself (2 Tim. 2:13).
He cannot even be tempted (Ja. 1:13). From such state-
ments we may deduce the general principle that He cannot
do anything that would not be divine, anything that would
be contrary to what He is. It would be contrary to Him as
Love to make man perfect at the first, because love gives
(John 3:16) and serves (Gal. 5:13). So then God, as Love,
must: give to man, which at once necessitates that man must
need, which is but another way of saying that he must be
created imperfect, If created perfect there could be no love
shown him from God. Therefore, all things must be as they
are, or God must cease to be God. It would be contrary
to God as “Mercy” to create man immune to sin, for then
he weould need no mercy, and we have just seen that Paul’s
answer to the question we are considering is “‘mercy”.

Again, it would be impossible to create man perfect because
man is flesh, and flesh itself is imperfect. The question,
“Why did not God create man perfect?” therefore expresses a
self-contradiction. To create man otherwise than he is would
not be creating man, but some other being. Would the
querulous querist prefer not to have existed at all? We may
so suffer as to prefer non-existence to our present experience
of life, as Job and Jeremiah did, but when we reach the glory
no such thoughts will arise (Rom. 8:18).

Perfection is of two kinds, physical and moral. The
physical is that of the “‘spiritual body™ of immortality (1 Cor.
15:44); the moral is love. It is impossible to have the
physical until the moral is received, for we are cautioned
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guilty one that causes our sins (“‘the carnal mind™) is properly
punished with annihilation without the possibility of restora-
tion, while we ourselves are delivered from his slavery by
substitution of the spiritual mind for the carnal or natural.

Two Hands

In suggesting the idea of a parent guiding the lance in
the hand of an enemy we are following a scriptural precedent,
for in Psa. 17:13-14, evil people are called God’s “hand”.
The same is true in Job 1-2, for when Job's adversary sug-
gested that God put forth His hand and touch Job’s property,
then his flesh, God replied, “He is in your hand™; then later,
Job said that God’s hand had touched him (19:21), and the
inspired biographer of the patriarch said that the hand of
the Lord brought all this evil on Job (42:11). Again, in
Acts 2:23, we find that men’s wicked hands slew God’s Son,
but in 4:28 it is said to have been from God’s hand. The
Hand ruled the hands. The Hand’s motive was love; the
hands’ motive was hate. The death was murder by the hands,
sacrifice by the Hand.

The Problem of Unfinished Creation

The third question on predestination that Paul raises is,
Why was not the race created perfect, instead of being sub-
ject to inevitable predestined sin, and perfected through suffer-
ing? He states it in Rom. 9:20 thus: “Why hast thou made
me thus?” (that is, subject to predestined sin, as in the case
of Pharaoh, just cited by Paul). Again, as in answer to the
first two difficulties, the answer is “mercy” (9:23).

It has been argued that Paul’s response to the question
of man’s guilt in ordained evil (Rom. 9:19), when he reasons
that the divine Potter has a right over the clay to make a
‘vessel of dishonor as it suits him, proves that man has no
reason to make such criticism as to question God’s ways.
But it should be noticed that this is only Paul’s rebuke to
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we see the divine hand operating all accord
What a lesson to our praying faith to hold on
to give the desired thing! It is better to have f
confidence in free will.

When the time for the sacrifice for the s
came, the Son governed the certainty of it by
to escape, but went out boldly to the officers
be arrested and led away.

When God made their sin of murder His
act of a sacrifice for that sin of theirs and for
all the world, their sin in his hands was made t
and most marvelous blessing that ever could
say that sin is a blessing, but we can say th:
which God transforms all evil is a blessing.
sin, but God’s act of good is a blessing. N
themselves, but His acts as acts of God workin
acts by themselves are evil, but his acts as acts of
good. The Saviour said, “Salt is good,” but
chlorine from which salt is made are deadly pc

God makes all work together for good (
makes the wrath of men glorify Him (Psa. 7
the Roman conquest of Jerusalem in 70 A. D
of the Jews. In that siege He predicted that they
own children (Lev. 26:28-29). Since that was
punishing them (verse 28), how will those w
tined evil by saying then God would be guilty
from guilt in Israel’s cannibalism as well as f
of His Son? Or from adultry in giving Da
adultery to punish him (2 Sam. 12)? But why
ing Him against His own acts of Fatherly cha
His infinite love in giving us His Son in death o
The difference between the murder and the
both were one and the same death, was in the
two actors, man and God, and the purpose of t
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le accomplished in it. It is the same as the
:n a death by murder, another by suicide and
icrifice. Suicide and self-sacrifice can be com-
m could end his life for sake of others. So can
de, for suicide is self-murder. So can murder
- they were at Calvary. The only difference
» actors joined in the one deed of death, man
1an was unaware of the other Actor, and ig-
1 was using man’s hands through murder to
But their sin of murder remained sin on their
their motive of hate, while God’s act remains
His motive of love. The three thousand who
1e day of Pentecost got a blessing out of that
was both their sin of murder, and sacrifice, for
Cheir sin brought them a blessing. But it was
that blessed them, but the sacrifice. His death
from God making it a sacrifice by operating in
Iim from death, would never have blessed them.
it was not murder that blessed them. It would
1ed, as it was temporarily, the worst sin in his-
time that it was the greatest divine manifesta-

st “glorify sin” by speaking as we du of the
“wrath” even when He makes it “‘praise™ Him.
v7ing sin we glorify God for His marvelous ways
with sin. Let our critics answer this question:
of our Lord murder or sacrifice, or both?

hers got a blessing out of their sin, for it saved
ation. But that did not make them careless to
" for they asked Joseph to forgive them. Their
ave been a blessing to them nor to Joseph nor
ipart from God’s working in it. In other words,
sin that blessed them, but God’s making it work

thin enlava +thon thow lomalive vivm and arnctitin.

bers (ver. 23). This is the “lust” of ver. 7, the three-fold
flesh-desire, that of the flesh, the eyes and the pride of life
(I John 2:15-17) that causes all sin. Finally, he elaborates
the identification of the guilty one that causes all our sin,
calling it “the law of sin and death™ (8:2). Thus the pro-
gressive title of the culprit is “a law”, “the law of sin” and
“the law of sin and death”.

This lust, or flesh-desire, is hereditary, because inhering
in flesh inherited from Adam, and so our sinning is predes-
tined before our birth, because we are a continuation of
Adam, whose sinning was predestined by his being created

flesh.

Since Paul, and his fellow-Christians for whom he puts
himself representatively in this soliloquy, have been justified
by faith, and have thus and therefore repudiated all sin and
sinning in mental attitude of repentance, and as far as grace
supplies ability have repudiated it in very deed, they now
disclaim all guilt for it while waiting for deliverance entirely
from it and its slavery. They regard it as another person,
a tyrant or slave-master who causes them to do wrong under
duress, and they therefore disclaim all guilt or *“‘responsibility™
for it. And we should remember that this language of the
apostle is inspired, and so expresses the divine thought on
what people call “responsibility”” for sin committed by the
faith-justified Christian.

In this connection, close notice should be given to the
word “more” in the declaration, “It is no more I that do it,
but sin that dwells in me”. For until a sinner is justified by
faith he cannot repudiate his guilt as no longer attaching to
him. But when regarded as being a just, or righteous person,
by Him who has assumed the work of making him so, he
may take the same attitude as his Justifier, and declare his
sin a thing of the past, from which he is separated, and there-
fore, for which he cannot be condemned.

Whan chrnld he mimniched far camnelling reclanedly inetified



seven times, in 9:15, 16, 18, 23; 11:30, 31, 32). In the last
reference he reaches the climax of “‘mercy upon all”. And in
the practical teaching growing out of the doctrine, in next chap-
ter (12:1), he makes this mercy the basis of his appeal not to
take vengenance on our enemies. And well he might, for since
God is such a wonderful Alchemist as to transform all evil into
good for us, why not consecrate ourselves as living sacrifices,
and leave it to Him to deal with our enemies, as Joseph did
(Gen. 50:15-20) when though he knew that his brothers sold
him into Egyptian slavery, yet he said that they did not do it,
but that God sent him there (Gen. 45:5-7).

Who Is Really “Responsible” for Man’s Sin?

In regard to guilt for sin, Paul makes a seemingly strange
statement in Rom. 7:17,20: “It is no more I that do it, but sin
that dwells in me.”

At first thought this language would seem to be an alibi for
the guilt of sin, but a closer study reveals the wonders of
divine ways in grace and salvation. To understand the puz-
zling declaration we need to recognize what is signified by *I”

ER)

and “‘sin”.

“I” is identified as the ‘‘the inward man” (ver. 22), “Christ”
(ver. 25), “‘the mind” (ver. 25) with which the Christian
“would do good™ (ver. 21), and serves ‘“‘the law of God™ (ver.
25) and has “delight in™ it (ver. 22). Grammatically, "I" repre-
sents Paul, but a comparison of 7:25 with 8:1 shows that he
is here placing himself as a representative of the general Chris-
tian experience. For from *1” in 7:25 he switches to “‘them
Wh{gh are in Christ Jesus” in 8:1, then back to “me,” then to

“Sin" is. identified by a three-fold, progressive title. First
it is merely a “law” that he discerns, that prevents him doing
the good that he wills to do (ver. 21). Then he enlarges the
title into “the law of sin”, and finds it located in his mem-

16

view we are overcome with His infinite love.
template all the horror and anguish in the worlc
lest we become mentally unbalanced, as we do
we knew it all; but that is because we do not |
is doing with it all. We cannot understand v
suffer as they do. Even that little unbalances s
turns others to atheism, especially when we a
victims. What have believers in the freedom of
cause of all this contrary to the divine will to ofi
Nothing but regrets that it did not turn out as
God wished that it might after delivering tons
man without knowing what he would do with
We ask, “Can it be possible that it pleased
torture of His Son?” How can we go farther :
“it pleased the Lord to bruise him™? Yet so it
53:10). When we understand that the greater t
greater the love manifested we can begin to asser
tion that the Father brought about the sin and s
vary and turned it all into His righteousness. /
suffering world in the light of that tragedy w
evil and endure the pain, as we are assured th:
of the present are not comparable to the comi
go on with our daily cross-bearing. For all the ¢
can be understood as can that at Calvary, sinct
man’s wrath praise Him. Every tear contains
only of the church, to whom He makes all worl
8:28), but the travail of the whole creation
though it is all so hard for us to understand.
There was evil in the world before Adam
knew good and evil before Adam and Eve came
God said, “The man is become as one of us, to
evil.” So there was already evil before the pai
of it. What was it, and where was it, and who
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Iness, for that was the evil that Adam and Eve
y obtaining the knowledge of it by transgressing
m the tree of knowledge. God made that evil
hen He created the first flesh creature that was
rthing. Was it wrong for God to know that evil,
as it wrong for Him to create it? This all shows
wrong by creating evil and bringing about their
the command He gave Adam. Remember the
7, that it is not for righteousness by obedience,
>ss of inability to obtain righteousness by works.
reates evil (Isa. 45:7) or does evil (Amos. 3:6)
ow can He sin, since sin is non-obedience to law,
inder any law? Even though He does no sin in
ses He do wrong? How can He do wrong, since
tempted with evil? (Jas. 1:13), and since He
ssult in good?
gave David’s wives into adultery to punsh David
geance for his adultery with Bath-sheba, and
a to make war on his father as a punishment
sing Uriah to be slain in battle, and though He
Ise prophets who deceived Israel (Ezek. 14:9)
ng, because all His acts in those cases were the
sing good.

an life is evil. Is it sin? God takes away people’s
> one who takes away the breath of every crea-
‘Psa. 104:29-30). He sometimes destroyed thou-
s enemies in war. He causes pestilences, storms
es, as He did then. But remember that there
ection and adjudication of all things at the great

zvil. It is also sin and crime. But capital pun-
1er murder, sin nor crime. Was the crucifixion
n evil, a sin or a crime? Yes, by man it was all
3od it was none of the three, but was love’s sac-
> take away the sin of the world and all its evil.

against the enemies of his Master whom he really loved so much
that he preferred to die when he saw that he had unintentionally
involved Him in trouble? He thought his Master would deliver
Himself as on former occasions, but affairs took a different turn
from what he expected (Matt. 27:3). His conscious sin was
covetousness. He was willing to defraud his Master’s enemies
out of the money consideration that was their part of the con-
tract, without delivering his Consideration to the death they
planned, though he did fulfill the letter of the agreement by
delivering Him into their hands. He did not intend betrayal
to death, but betrayal ‘into escape.

Thus the love of God and His Son made the crucifixion a
sacrifice, while man’s hate made the same act murder. It was
one death from two motives. The same act was thus both evil
and good, right and wrong. Thus an absurd proposition is log-
ical, and an ethical self-contradiction true, and marvelous in
love and grace. Calvary was thus the scene of both murder
(Acts 7:52) and sacrifice (Eph. §5:2), yet not two deaths, but
one death by two contrary motives of two parties causing that
death. That one Cause likewise controls all man’s conduct for
good (Psa. 76:10; Prov. 16:1).

From the above truths we deduce the principle that the
motive determines the moral character of an act that is capable
of variable quality, and this principle explains the problems of
God's seeming guilt and man’s seeming innocence in predestined
evil acts.

Calvary thus ilustrates the general principle that God works
in all evil for good (Rom. 8:28). That is why all things work
together for your good as a Christian. You, too, have your
Calvary, for all Christians are led as sheep to the slaughter
(Rom. 8:36) even as He of whom we are a part, being His
body. -As your Father turned the worst sin in history into the
most marvelous blessing, so He will sanctify your cross for good

to all concerned. Then, as one lately said in our study, “So
there's nothing to worrv ahaut is there?” Na thoro io nat Do



Sdule 11l DULL. VW E Sldll COMe Lo the solution presenuy. 1ne
objector can doubtless see it now.

Take another illustration: You have a child with an abscess
on its arm. An enemy of the child would like to stab him with
a lance. “You say, “That’s good; we'll join together and both
do it. You take the lance and I'll hold your hand and guide it
to the sorest spot on the child.” And you guide the lance right
into the abscess. Do you do evil to your child? Does the enemy
do good to him? Who thinks of crying “responsible” to you
or “irresponsible” about the enemy? If he is brought into court
for his act can he convince the court that he was doing good?
(Intentionally?). Ah, there’s the solution in one word—-"mo-
tive”. For the law does consider motives in crime. That is the
only difference between first, second and third degrees of mur-
der. God likewise considered motives in death of wvictims, in
cases at the cities of refuge (Num. 35; Deut. 19; Josh. 20).
Everybody considers motives in determining guilt or innocence,
condemning more, or excusing more.

When we consider God’s motive in the death of His Son,
does it not seem wicked to ask if He was not guilty of murder
at Calvary? He was the parent in the illustration of the child
and the lance.

Obversely, does it not seem nearly as wicked to ask regard-
ing the Son’s murderers, “Why were they not rewarded for
offering a sacrifice for our sins?” For they hated Him to such
a degree that instead of crucifying Him they would not use the
milder capital punishment of stoning Him, as their law required
them to do if they were correct in their verdict that He should
die for blasphemy in the unjust trial they gave Him, but they
rather gave Him a second trial before Pilate, that they might
torture Him to death by the slow way of crucifixion. But even
this was divinely planned, to show a greater depth of love by
greater suffering for our sakes, to win our greater love.

And was Judas intentionally offering God’s Lamb any more
than those crucifiers were, or was he not seeking silver by fraud

14

Ile says tnat rie 18 rignteous in all nis ways,
his works™ (Psa. 145:17). Because people cam
He declares is His relation to evil in creating
giving it to men for discipline, they think they n
of guilt for its existence, claiming that it deve
ously in a being that “fell,” either an angel o

Does God want people guilty? He does
Why? For grace (5:20). That is equivalen
wants them to sin, as is declared in this last o
not want His Son sacrificed by murder? The Sc
to that, “Thy will be done.” Did He not want
ceived by false prophets (Ezek. 14:9)? And D
ished by the adultery of his wives, and Samsor
law in marrying a Philistine? and so on, and ¢

Does He want us to continue in sin (Ro. 6
swer shows that an experience in evil is nece
porary development.

Does His desire for their guilt antedate th
or follow it, so they may merely become guilty
sinned contrary to His intention and expectats
cases give the answer.

The freedom of the will is not the only way
divine guilt for evil that has been advocated by
who have sought a solution of the matter. The
that there is an intermediary order between G
verse that created the material world, which is
and that thus the supreme One had no particip:
Thus they offered the detachment of Creator 1
a way of escape from divine guilt.

Other religions, as Zoroastrianism of Persia,
tion that there are two gods, Ormazd the good o
the evil one, in conflict. This teaching leaves tl
as an evil .god unsolved, for it does not explain
evil god and makes evil eternal from the begir
from the idea current in most of Christendom; t
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vas created good by the good God and became
ng himself, and that this “fallen™ one is respon-
il in human experience. A very small portion
the devil consider that he was created an evil
nporary purpose of God in evil, and that eventu-
reconciled.

se who believe in predestined evil to a certain
y the teaching that the free will of man intro-
the world contrary to the divine will, there are
ertheless advocate a certain degrece of human
. responsible for some of the evil in the world.
at God predestines some evil. but not all, and
-ols” all the evil that He does not predestine.
itain that this degree of freedom they advocate
>re with predestination, for they believe in pre-
[ say that nothing can interfere with the accom-
e divinely foreordained purposes.

f control is evidently correct, if it be another
hat God works all (Eph. 1:11, A. V.) or oper-
e (C. V.). If He had not predestined the future
rredict it. So He controls all with a view to the
>. The event that is controlled purposely that it
her event to result must have been predestined to
ws the predestined ultimate involves the pre-
olled event that accomplishes it. That shows
rolled event is itself a predestined result of a
ive, controlled, predestined event, which in turn
srevious, causative, controlled, predestined event,
e origin of all, which is God.

f all sin and other evil issue directly out of God.
in the sin and other evil that people do, and in
natural law™ of weather, earthquake, lightning,
‘h. But that no more relieves Him of supposed
le had done these things directly instead of in-
made man and “natural law™.

Anint in arioctinn ~an ho ~lonrod 11m tn tho antic.

The Problem of
God’s Seeming Guilt in Ordained Evil

This and the second problem, that of man’s seeming inno-
cence in doing ordained evil, are twins, and must be considered
together.

When it is affirmed on the authority of scripture that evil
acts are foreordained, immediately the objection is usually made
that then God would be “‘responsible™ for such sins; and sec-
ondly, that the people who thus act would not be to blame,

‘and should not be ““punished” for so acting. It looks like a clear

case in favor of the objector. But on the contrary, there stands
the Word saying that the crucifixion of our Savior was “‘de-
termined before” by the Father to be done (Acts 4:28), and
that His death was “"murder” (Acts 7:52). Then the case for
the defender of predestination is just as clear as that for the
objector: God foreordained the murder of his Son. Why then
was He not guilty? For no Christian can deny the predestined
evil nor consent to the guilt of God.

Furthermore, on the second of these two complementary and
twin difficulties, why then should the Son’s murderers have
becn charged with guilt by Peter (Acts 2:23) and Stephen
(7:52)? Why should not they and Judas all be rewarded for
making the sacrifice that put away the world’s sin, instead of
suffering judgment, as the Son forewarned (Matt. 23:35-36)?
For this suggestion has been made by objectors. And the same
of Pharaoh: Why drowned for doing what God raised him up
to do and hardened his heart as a means to that performance?
Hecre the objector finds a way to escape by saying that both
Pharaoh and Israel are said to have hardened their own hearts.
We shall come to that, too, presently, when we finish what we
are here considering on these first two objections of so-called
“responsibility” of God and non-responsibility of man in or-
dained evil.

What is the objector’s solution of the dilemma he is in? For
¥ ko holinemo #hn RIKIA La cenicne cimmes oo sl £ 3 1



In his argument in this predestination section in the Roman
epistle Paul uses three illustrations of foreordination: Jacob
preferred over Esau before birth (thus proving that the divine
elective purpose was not “‘of works,” since the unborn twins
could not work); Pharaoh, who was divinely selected as an
agent in whom to reveal the divine power and name to the whole
world, and hardened in will for the purpose; and Israel, divinely
blinded to bring mercy to the gentiles.

If the divine choice had waited for the worthiness of works,
Esau would have been the one to choose, but Jacob was chosen
in spite of his foreknown inferiority to Esau in behavior because
of both heredity and environment, and especially because of the
mother’s foreknowledge of the divine election of her favorite
son.

There are seven cases of the preferment of the younger
son over the older in the scriptures: Abel and Cain; Shem anu
Japheth; Isaac and Ishmael; Jacob and Esau; Ephraim and
Manasseh; Moses and Aaron; and Solomon and Adonijah. The
first, third and sixth are expressly shown in scripture to be
representatives of Messiah, and the seventh is clearly thus typ-
ical also. We are therefore justified in concluding that the rea-
son for the preference of the younger was for the purpose of
revealing Christ and keeping him constantly before mankind
in blessed grace, that man might ever see the way to life. Then
Esau was rejected so that Jacob might become an unwitting
means to show that salvation is not of works, but by grace, since
he was chosen before birth, and so before works were possible.
Unmerited grace to Jacob later, in spite of his cheating, saved
him by grace from what he was by both heredity and environ-
ment. Since he was thus saved, what hope there is for anybody
that God chooses! So in the case of Jacob and the other six
cases like his we learn the precious lesson that God also has two

sons, and chose the Younger over the elder, even to show mercy
to the elder and the race in him.
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words, why are not predestination and fatalism
opponents of predestination try to cry it dow
fatalism. The scriptures never use the term “fa
encyclopedia distinguishes the terms, as we

tinguished them, showing that determinism (*n
ism and predestination all agree in saying th:
fixed. They all overlap in that respect. But thejy
even though they do overlap. So predestinati
become fatalism, even if it is true that all evil
predestinated. So there should be no more said

ing that if predestination of all is true it wo

Even though the idea of “‘control” is true, :
predestination, for then God controls all with
purpose, and thus control is but a part of the *
accomplishing a predetermined purpose, and -
predestination, since in it, means are used to
So there is no objection to control, unless it |
predestination. In other words, scripturally exp
ates the universe according to His will, and purp
30; Eph. 1:11).

As an illustration of the matter, consider t
Lord. The predetermined place of it was Beth
to be, it was necessary that Joseph marry Mary
all the ancestors of both to be what they were
identity and all else, running clear back to ¢
every event is locked in with every other, in t
and in all that has occurred. The predeterminat:
involves all others related to it. And what eve
“No man lives to himself” (Ro. 14). For Beth
birthplace, it was necessary for Caesar to de:
registration. Even so, God sets up the rulers a
heart is in the hand of the Lord as the river:
turneth it whithersoever he will.”

All other ordained events can be shown to
to all other events, link by link, and chain by
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ons on evil are discussed more thoroughly in
booklet, “The Mystery Of Evil,” which read-
request.

nearest to scriptural evidence there is that God
2 proposal of the lying spirit in Ahab’s prophets
and the suggestion in Job 1 and 2 that Job
‘ed of possessions and health.

tion is a fictitious representation of what really
yd “put” the deception in Ahab’s prophets, so
ritted” the evil, He permitted Himself to do it.
same truth later through Ezekiel (14:9). -
iny of the suppositional evidence in Job shows
o permission at all in that case. The adversary
that God should bring the evil upon Job di-
f permitting anyone else to do it, and God ac-
sal, with the exception that He did it indirectly,
1 his adversary’s hand to be afflicted by that ad-
e again there is not permission, but command, a
at adversary as God’s agent. But God was the
t the evil upon Job (42:11). God assumes as
er any of His subordinates (including people)
- the question, “Do all sin and evil issue directly
 which we may properly pose another: Is any
and indirectly related to Him that it is entirely
m Him? That shows the futility of most efforts
1 for evil.
sk the first question answer the second by say-
all evil that He does not foreordain. But “‘con-
k a word, because it presupposes that He has
id that evil is outside His will. The scriptures
the devil” is an adversary to God, nor that He
sermits it. God has no adversaries. He has full
lis universe.. He uses the stronger terms of Him-
eates evil, does it, gives it to man and brings
- always benevolently.

. . —~ 1 o~

“Somebody else might be the one™ in the case of our Savior,
since His being that was foreordained and foretold the same
as the treason of Judas? That makes the error of the suggestion
self-evident: for how would such an objector like to try being
the “somebody else” in an effort to be his own Savior? Was
Calvary foreordained for any such attempter? Once we con-
cede any such ‘“‘somebody else,” we start a possible endless series,
that would thus involve God in failure.

We shall soon come to the solution of the difficulties in-
volved.

The Four Problems of Predestination

In Rom. 8:28 to 11:36 Paul carries on a long discussion of
predestination. He considers four common questioning objec-
tions that arise in any thinking mind on the subject: The seem-
ing guilt of God in ordained evil; the seeming innocence of man
in it; the problem of incomplete creation (Why did not God
create the race perfect, instead of bringing it to perfection
through experience of evil?); and the problem of the destiny
of the actors in ordained evil.

The four problems are stated thus: ““Is there unrighteousness
with God?” (9:14); “Why does he yet find fault? For who
has resisted his will?” (ver. 19); “Why have you made me
thus?” (ver. 20); and “Has God cast away his people? (11:1).

He begins the whole discussion by basing it on the optimistic
outlook that all is working for good (8:28), then proceeds to
declare formally his doctrine of predestination (8:29-30) and
show the blessedness of realizing the truth that if God be for us
nothing can be against us nor separate us from his love. His
declaration of the doctrine in verses 29-30 makes it a link in
the five-fold chain of foreknowledge, predestination, calling,
justification and glorification that binds us so inseparably to
God’s love. All this five-fold work in us is put in the past
tense, for what He purposes is as good as done (4:17).

-



or those to whom e reveals the tuture can be considered as
ordaining it. People cannot predestinate themselves. Many a
person’s future was revealed before birth, and so before the
possibility of his having anything to do about foreordaining it.
Paul makes this plain about Esau and Jacob (Rom. 9:11-12);
Peter said that the suicide of Judas was predicted in Psa. 109
(Ac. 1:20); and the destiny of the Son of God was also settled
long before his birth (Eph. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:9). So then it is futile
to say that people predestine themselves, as has been argued by
some objectors. Where do the scriptures make any such affirma-
tion?

When it is realized that there can be no prophecy without
predestination, the amount of scriptural material on the subject
is evidently ponderous.

If people possessed freedom to do as they please, how could
their predicted acts be foretold with such certainty that the
words predicting their acts are more abiding than heaven and
earth (Matt. 24:35)?

Jesus foreknew Judas as the betrayer “from the beginning”
(Jn. 6:64). He foretold it at the last supper (Jn. 13:26). Some
have said, “*Somebody had to do it, but Judas did not have to;
he was a free moral agent, and could do as he pleased”. Then
could the Savior have been mistaken “from the beginning’™?
And falsified in his prediction at the last supper? Why say,
“Somebody had to do it”? Because it was predicted? But the
prediction specified Judas. Or because the plan required it? But
that would be predestination of “somebody,” and the objector
will not admit the predestination of anybody. If that “some-
body™ “had to do it,”” was he “free”? Then how “had to do it”?
Such well-meant efforts to solve the difficulties of *‘responsi-
bility™” will never satisfy. They do not reach bottom. They are
so shallow that they falsify God's Son and the voices of the
prophets, and so would involve God Himself in difficulties,
if He could permit such apologetics to do so. Why not say,
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Summary

As a conclusion to this study we shall try t
ment of truth that will be acceptable to both si
troversy, by embodying in it whatever is true i
both sides.

First, there is human will, for it is repeatedly
ture.

Second, it has some freedom, for the words “‘f
will”™ are used of it, and people are admonished t«
said to do so.

Then there is a doctrine of predestination in
for the words in different forms are there, and -
cases of it clearly visible.

This shows the necessity of seeing that the
freedom and those on predestination do not con
tried in this treatise to do that.

So in this study we have stated the following
man’s will and freedom:

Adam had enough freedom to do evil, but
do the good of obeying the command not to eat
knowledge of good and evil, for that would hav
divine intention of redeeming him and us fro
planned before he sinned. We have the same f1
and the same limitations of it.

He had enough freedom to be accountable
the just judgment of God, because of the motive
his disobedience. He was accountable, for he
by penalties, but the situation requires us to
penalties and divine judgment are corrective, in ¢
the motives prompting sin from evil ones to be
and thus reclaim the ones who err.

Since God designed the remedy for sin befor
effort to lay upon man’s freedom the blame .fo
of evil into the world in order to exonerate God
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ight imperative, will not avail, and some other
und to see that God is not guilty for the pres-
Ve have set that way before the reader in our
10t rehearse it here.

sugh freedom while in sin to desire to be freed
could not be saved from sin. So we do not have
1 while in sin to resist the call of redeeming
:omes to us.

freedom to sin is limited, for we have cases that
have repeatedly been restrained from sin when
nmit it (Gen. 20:6; Jno. 7:30). God prevented
ees from doing the wrong they planned.

eedom to do good only as enabled by grace, for
1 is declared in scripture to be utterly incapable
; apart from God's enabling grace.

1an cannot do either good or evil except as God

ject to the only free will in the universe, that is,

vill is perfect and holy and irresistible, the out-
blessed for all concerned, after humanity’s ex-
vil has accomplished the divine purpose of being
it (Eccl. 1:13; 3:10).

have been need of God changing His course if—
ad accepted Christ as King?

had not successfully met temptation?

had successfully met temptation?
ils to do as God counts on him to do in His
ctions?

e efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice in danger of being
ssible non-belief of all whom it was intended to
of their supposed freedom of will?

any certainty that even one person would be-
made salvation possible by His sacrifice? If not,
endure the cross? And if we answer Yes, what

est hide me in the grave,” but only “till thy wrath be past.” He
asked for a ‘“‘set time” for God to “‘remember” him, that he
might “live again™ after escaping his boils and troubles. So if
the evil of death he craved should be permanent it would not
have been desired. Fortunately, he got rid of his boils even be-
fore he shall live again. In that glad day all evil will ultlmately
be supplanted by all good.

What solution of the seeming guilt of God and innocence
of men in predestined evil does the objector to the biblical doc-
trine of predestination of evil offer, since he will have none of
the explanation that the scriptures themselves give?

Predestination and Foreknowledge Related
and Distinguished

All objectors to predestination seem to admit that God fore-
knows, but they say He can foreknow without foreordaining.

What is predestined may or may not be foreknown by man,
according as God reveals it or not. But with God both must
exist together, because what He foreknows He foreordains, and
He could not foreordain and not foreknow without being ig-
norant, as to foreknowing, and He cannot be ignorant and be
God. “Known unto God are all his works, from the beginning
of the world.” (Acts 15:18).

Furthermore, what He foreknows He must be the one that
foreordains, else there would be another divinity superior to
Him, that ordains what He foreknows, which is another im-
possibility, for he declares that He is God and there is none
else (Isa. 45:5).

Could an event be foreknown and yet not be fixed in future
certainty—not foreordained by some being? And if the future
is fixed, who but God fixed it in that certainty? He says that
He who foreknows also foreordains (Rom. 8:29).

The Son foreknew certain events that He foretold, such as
His cruc1ﬁx1on but He d1d not, and could not foreordam those



cannot thus justify himself in evil, because he cannot bring
ultimate good out of it to all concerned, as God can. Out of
the wrong Joseph's brothers did to him God brought blessing
to all concerned. He did the same out of the crucifixion. Even
Joseph’s brothers and the Son’s murderers were blessed through
their sin. At least, three thousand were in one day, and mil-
lions since.

God’s working in man’s evil of sin so that good may come
does not make Him guilty, nor does it make man innocent. The
evil of sin does not by God's work in it become good done by
man. The good is what God does. The crucifixion was murder
by man, and always remains so, though it was sacrifice by God.
The sacrifice did not make the murder right, nor did the mur-
der make the sacrifice wrong, that there should be blame on God
for working in the evil to make the crucifixion a sacrifice. Two
actors were doing one act of taking life by opposite motives.
The death in that sacrifice, while not wrong as an act of God,
was still evil in the sense that death is called an evil in the scrip-
tures and an “‘enemy,” so even that sacrificial death must be an-
nulled by resurrection three days later. If not, we would have
no Savior and the whole purpose in the sacrifice would have
failed. Evil must not be permanent.

By man, the crucifixion was sin; by God, perfect love, so
the sin of man in crucifying was the righteousness of God in
sacrificing.

The same observations are true of all the sins just cited, and
of all other sins. They are true of the wrongs you suffer. God
is doing you or somebody good in them. You can afford to
trust Him and be merciful to those who wrong you. God man-
ages the sin of man so as to bring good out of it, as seen in all
these cases cited and many more that could be cited.

Evil is a temporary good means, in God's hands, not man’s
(In that sense “Evil is good™), but if permanent, would be an
unmitigated and unjustified evil. Job said, “O that thou would-

8

vaaws WA U WALy 4Aka £ 3L W VVURLIMGG Oy GAlis

Exodus in the passover lamb, and on the pole i
and every morning and evening as a daily sacri:
in countless other ways all along the passagewa
this is the problem for our objectors: Since he +
and since foreordination and free will cannot ¢
blaspheme our loving Lord by calling Him a **\
thought of it in that way, did you? Well, 1
likely will not use the term in ridicule any mo

[t is infinitely preferable that God should
man than that He should have made a contr
never try to run it, but just wind it up and t
say to it, “Go jump in the lake of fire if you
better to be God’s “machine’™ and be saved tha;
managers and turn out to be such terrible mis
can anyone manage himself into salvation, since
Better say, “Not my will, but thine”.

The only motive power that runs the thin
chine,” which is “the natural man,” is the de
and of the eyes and the pride of .life (so evid
“free will™), and all that desire is hereditary, ¢
unless he can determnie his heredity before birt

And the only motive power that runs the
the spirit or mind of Christ in him, and that
that he is not free thus unless he can put Chr
And after the New Man thus rules him he will
to nullify that grace unless he can conquer lo

- strongest thing in the universe.

It is no wonder that people worry when
have. more power for evil and failure than G¢
gocd. When they so think, do they have God
or just a god?

Is the will then so restricted that it carninot
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s present with me”. The will has a bestowed
elivered from sin, else we could not be saved.
“Who shall deliver me?”” he answers, “I thank
sus Christ”. The will must be free enough in
n to say, “For to will is present with me,” even
anfess, “but how to perform that which is good
a slave can properly desire redemption which
1se for himself.

of “to will is present with me” is that a desire
3ood. We call it conscience. The Book calls it,
>dge of good and evil”. If it were not for that
receive salvation, because we then would never
for it to desire it, any more than the animal
at know no sin. We are saved by grace, and
forced upon the unwilling, for then it would
r a gift ceases to be a gift, and becomes an
btruded against desire. We were created with
" conscience, and were thus predestined for sal-
wswers the question, “Why blame or reprove
estined evil?”” for the reproof is a means to the
ation which nobody will seek until he knows
nnot receive by grace without the will receiving
and submission.
rs were reproved (Ac. 2:23) for doing what
rdained to do (4:28).
vent (2:38) and be forgiven (3:19)?
mpathetic to them because of the facts (3:17).
idor, saying “‘Forgive them because they know
thus to our evil-doers? They, too, are tmpelled
le forces until grace reigns in them.

orance in Predestined Evil

Jained evil must be kept in ignorance of God’s
- they would not act in it (1 Cor. 2:8). Here

at if the rulers had known what he was then
ccemall A e Lo PRGNS ¥ o SN NN S | c_ _1t

ordaining the sins that were necessary to the types that reveal
a foreordained purpose:

The sin of Moses in smiting the rock the second time (Num.
20:11-12). Moses was punished for this sin by being debarred
from entering Canaan (Deut. 32:50-51). The transfiguration
vision (Matt. 17:9) used Moses evidently to represent those
who go into the kingdom (Matt. 16:28) by resurrection, and
Moses had to die as a result of sin to fit into the type.

The same thoughts aply to the sin of Jonah, who was de-
clared by the Son to have been a representative of Himself
(Matt. 12:38-40).

The same is true of the sin of Adam (Rom. 5.)

In all these cases there was evidently the juncture of the
two motives, human and divine, in the one act, as at Calvary.
The scriptures attribute to God all that goes on in the universe,
so that.He can make all work together for good to those whom
He foreknows, predestinates, calls, justifies and glorifies. (Rom.
8:28:30).

From these considerations we may deduce the general prin-
ciple that the sin of man is the righteousness of God.

Because this last sentence provoked such opposition, we ex-
plain.

In human conduct there is a constant, clear-cut distinction
between good and evil that must always be preserved. In our ac-
tions evil never becomes good, nor good, evil. We cannot prop-
erly say, ““Let us do evil that good may come.” Our motives may
make an otherwise good act an evil one or an otherwise evil act
a good one, but we do not transmute evil into good or good into
evil.

There are three forms of evil: sin, suffering and death. (See
the author’s free booklet, “THE MYSTERY OF EVIL”). We
can make sin out of good, but we cannot make good out of our
sins, though we can make good out of the wrongs others do to us.
We can bring good eut of suffering, as in disciplining our chil-
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“And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a
thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch
out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst
of my people Israel” (Ezek. 14:9). Why punish him? We
shall see later.

He used such prophets to test Israel (Deut. 13:1-3).

He sent an evil spirit of treachery between Abimelech and the
men of Shechem (Judg. 9:23).

He sent an evil spirit on Saul that caused him to try to kill
David (1 Sam. 16:14; 17:55-58; 18:10-11; 19:9-10).

He moved David to number Israel (2 Sam. 24:1: 1 Chron.
21:1), then punished David for doing it, and even included
Israel in the punishment (1 Chron. 21:14).

He gave David’s wives into adultery as a punishment on
David (2 Sam. 12).

He sent Joseph into Egypt to fulfill his dreams, by using the
sin of his brothers to send him there (Gen. 45:5-7), then turned
the Egyptians to hate Israel (Psa. 105:25).

He creates evil (Isa. 45:7). “Evil” here is the opposite
of “peace”. That is, war, for the context contains the idea of
the war of conquest by Cyrus over Babylon. There is a similar
case in 10:6, where the sins of plunder and destruction resulted
from the war divinely sent. (Am. 3:1-6 should be studied in
this connection).

Coming to modern times, since “‘the most High rules in the
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomsoever he will” (Dan.
4:17), and “‘the powers that be are ordained of God™ (Rom.
13:1), is He therefore guilty of all the plundering, confiscating,
oppression and oceans of blood spilled by modern Hitlers, and
of all the wars of history?

He willed that Samson marry a Philistine woman, contrary
to His own law (Judg. 14:4). He commanded Shimei to curse
David (2 Sam. 16:10) contrary to his law (Ex. 22:28). And
in the following cases he built the sins of men into types, thus

6

to chasten Israel (Isa. 10:6-10). His motive
destruction (verses 6-7).

Judas did not know that his act would inv
in trouble, so when it did, he tried to ‘‘trade
rulers. If God had given him. full understar
not have betrayed the Lord, and then we »
Savior. God’s secrets are for his friends (Ps:
13:11). And remember that we are friends ¢
grace. When God is ready, He can win 3
over to friendship, just as He won 3,000 of the
and the worst sinner in the world on the Dama

“Do-Nothings”

When an objector can no longer deny th
destination he often says, “Then there is nott
to change things, so we may as well just sit
nothing.”

Don’t forget the hornets. If he should sit
he would rise at once—but not of his own “
because his will would be ruled by the tiny sti
insect. And if God foreknew his intention o
and had the hornet all ready, as He had the
Jonah, then the whole matter would be “‘of !
a way of causing people to act, or not act :
or go or stay, or move east or west, or do any
his “clay.” If he had put the hornets on t
Canaanites they would never have stopped run
jumped into the Mediterranean Sea.

When the death angel brought a funeral to
home, Pharaoh said, “Hurry and get out™ (Ex.
was preferable to slaves.

Jonah first said, in effect, “I won’t do it,” th
“Let me do it.” A whale makes a big differt

So objectors do not know that when they 1
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» nothing” they are not remonstrating against
but against fatalism. In fact, they do not
rence, because they call the teaching on pre-
alism.”

Fatalism

res never even mention fatalism, but they do
1ation, so we have to go to other sources of
understand fatalism. See any good encyclo-

1ce between predestination and fatalism is this:
both causes and means, as far as human per-
ill are concerned, but predestination recognizes
1 means.
10 hornets in fatalistic philosophy. According
d might just as well have sent the Canaanites
ntry without using hornets or anything else.
it fatalists; we believe in hornets and whales
of the first born and many other things that
sth causes and means. We believe that there
> flesh that God operates upon and within.
> from sacred history: Our Savior’s resurrection
So certainly that He predicted even the date
read in Heb. 5 that He prayed for it. His
means the Father ordained, for His prayer for
was pre-written (Psa. 21:4). He fulfilled
7:5. God knows what will causc people to
said, “They poured out a prayer when thy
 upon them” (Isa. 26:16), and, “In the time
> they will say, Arise and save us” (Jer. 2:27).
week of the morning and evening prayer-meet-
e rubber boats of Eddie Rickenbacker and his

er illustration: When Paul and his companions
ked, the Lord stood by him in the night and
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Moreover, the case of predestination here presented is one
of predestinated evil in an extreme of wickedness; for the death
of God’s Son is here (Acts 4:28) declared to have been per-
petrated by the assembled rulers of both Israel and the gentiles
who accomplished what is cited in other scriptures as being
murder. This was the most stupendous wickedness imaginable,
all as God “determined before to be done”. Thus the sin of
murdering God’s holy Son was predestinated by Him.

This predestinated sin presents clearly the two problems of
the seeming guilt of God and the innocence of men in that
predestined evil deed.

What is the objector’s solution of it? For he objects to
predestination on the ground of reason which leads him to

say, “Then God would be guilty of murder and the predestined
sinners would be innocent!”

To try to escape from the difficulty by saying that men
might have avoided the guilt by “‘freedom of will” not to
perform it is futile; for then prophecy would be subjected to
the risk of non-fulfillment and the prede:tined divine purpose
subjected to the hazard of failure by non-performance of the
divinely chosen actors. Then we would have had no Savior.
Could Love base its hopes for us on such hazardous and dubious
prospects? And would that be predestination and prophecy, or
mere wishing and conjecturing? Then is that the only assurance
you have as faith’s heritage in that purpose and promise for
you?

The solution of the two problems of the seeming divine
guilt and human innocence in the murder of God’s Son is not
so difficult as it first seems. In fact, it is quite simple. For
though the Father took away His Son’s life on Calvary (Isa.
53:10), He did no murder, though that death was murder. For
that death was also a sacrifice. Men murdered the Son through
hate and God sacrificed Him through love by their hands. Two
actors joined hands in the same act through opposite motives
that made two opposite acts of the one deed. So that death

was at the came time hath murder and carrifice (3nd wrac nn
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3 Determined before
a By the Father only (Jn. 6:71; 17:12: Acts 2:23),
B And murder (Acts 7:52),
1 Which was foreknown
a By the Son (Jn. 13:1) and
b By the Father (Acts 2:23),
2 Predicted
a By the Son (Matt. 16:21),
(1) As to time (Matt. 26:2; Lu. 13:32),
(2) As to place (Lu. 13:33-34),
(3) As to manner (Matt. 20:19), and
b By the Father
(1) As to time (Ex. 12 with 1 Cor. 5:7),
(2) As to place (Gen. 22:2 with Lu. 23:33),
(3) As to manner (Gal. 3:13),
3 Determined before
a By the Father only (Acts 2:23; 4:28),
(1) As to time (Gal. 4:4-5),
(2) As to place (Lu. 13:33; Rev. 18:24),
(3) As to manner (Num. 21:9 with Jn. 3:14 and
12:32-33),
11 Fulfilled

A By man's hand (Acts 2:23; 13:27),
1 In envy (Mk. 15:10),
2 In hate (Jn. 15:24), and
B By God’s hand (Isa. 53:10; Ac. 3:18; 4:26-28),
1 In mercy (Eph. 2:4-5),
2 In grace (2 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 3:24-25; 5:15-21; Eph. 1:7)
3 IN LOVE (Jn. 3:16-17; 1 Jn. 4:10-14).

In the preceding outline we have a clear case of predestina-
tion: for the death of God's Son is plainly declared to have
been ‘‘determined before” (Acts 4:28), and this phrase is a
translation of the Greek word elsewhere translated “predes-
tinated™.

perature as a cause. So he does just “sit d
is needless to carry the water, and he would rea
about putting water in the refrigerator. (U
a hornet or a flea bite him or he sit in t
or ... ).

Objectors sulk, just like that.

For a final illustration of causes and mear
tion in the sacred records, take the case of ot
When His enemies tried to kill Him before t
a different place and way from that ordaine
He knew that His death was foreordained :
place and way (as shown in outline, “THI
GOD’S SON™), yet He did not *‘sit down™
that is the case, there is no need for me to do
moved bodily to avoid what He knew was agai
ordaining will (Lu. 4:30; Jno. 10:39; 11:5:
not a Fatalist. His will and actions were :
Father foreknew and used, for the Son said,
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but t
that sent me” (Jno. 6:38).

The immediate cause of His crucifixion v
but that was only a means used by the Fathe
original Cause of it. For in any chain of et
diate or intermediary causes are also means in
preceding cause, until the original cause is
ultimately is God, the original Causer of all
we recognize the existence of God as the great
the whole universal order, not only material ar
also of events and deeds, must result inevit
and environment are recognized by scientific t!
the factors of determinism, and the First C
of these prior to the performance of any de
gence, or Spirit, is the only operating force
and it cannot err. Erring and sinning came
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rerse, when the combination of ignorance and
bjected to law. But even that human side is
5l and is part of His operation. “The prepar-
zart in man, and the answer of the tongue,
td” (Prov. 16:1). “A man’s heart deviseth
e Lord directeth his steps™ (ver. 9). ‘There
2s in a man’s heart; nevertheless, the counsel
1at shall stand” (19:21). *“The king’s heart
if the Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth
he will” (21:1). To sin is, literally, to miss
. 20:16). The original word here is the same
ated “sin.” That missing is caused by sub-
flesh-desire and ignorance to law as a mark
hit. God does that subjecting, to teach the
7 the righteousness of law in us through His
4). So all this human missing is a temporary
the way to perfection.

God’s Repenting
1e scriptures present the problem of God's
sintment over man’s course, they are to be
he light of His higher revelations in the same
tance, His repentance and grief (Gen. 6:6)
ger, fury, vengeance, etc. They are explained
n. 6:19 (speaking in human style, because of
o understand) where Christian life is called
;aally it is not. God could not really be disap-
e outcome of His human creation, because He
coming sin, for He designed the Sacrifice for
-eation of man. If He really had been disap-
should He save eight mortals for seed for a
he same kind, instead of destroying all and
xt experiment, if any, with a different kind
if He is an Experimenter, you may be lost.

ic “aftor.mind ” nnt “after.care’” ar reoret as

Scriptural Occurrences of the Terms
Expressing Predestination

The Greek word for “predestinate™ is pro-orizo (literally,
“to see before’”), meaning to set limits or boundaries before-
hand. Its occurrences are translated as follows: ‘“‘predestinate”
and “predestinated” in Rom. 8:29, 30 and Eph. 1:5, 11;
“determined before” in Ac. 4:28 (which we shorten into
“predetermined™) ; and *“‘ordained before™ in 1 Cor. 2:7 (which
we condense into ‘“‘foreordained’).

Besides these occurrences, the idea of predestination is mani-
fest in almost countless places in the scriptures without the ex-
act literal wording; as in such cases as Pharaoh, Judas and the
blindness of Israel. Also in the fact that Isaac, John the Baptist
and our Savior were predestined to be male children, and
named even before conception. Today, parents who have a
name chosen for their unborn child sometimes have to change
it to suit the sex of the new-comer. And our Lord was even
pre-named “‘Savior” (*‘Jesus™) before conception or birth, yes,
even before he had been tried by temptation. And His work
was set for Him before, as was that of Cyrus and John the Bap-
tist. But God takes no risks when He predicts, because all things
and people are under His control. Even the human will is so,
as we shall see.

Homely Definition

In one state where the author lived, a boy was explaining
to someone the difference between the pastor’s view and that of
others in the controversy. He said that the minister believed
that God knows what will be before it occurs, but that the
others thought that He does not know it until afterwards. Of
course, strictly speaking, that is the distinction between fore-
knowledge and afterknowledge, but yet it is nearer the truth of
a correct definition than may at first appear: for there could be
no foreknowledge without fore-certainty, and fore-certainty
requires fore-ordering, which is predestination.
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He gives repentance (Acts 5:31; 2 Tim. 2::
believing by grace (Acts 18:27), opening h
the word (Lu. 24:45; Acts 16:14).

Determinism

This is the scientific view of the same thin
reveal as predestination. The three views,
Fatalism and Determinism, all agree on the fi:
future. Determinism recognizes causes, whic
not; but determinism disregards God as the C:
in predestination. So predestination is the full
the advocates of the other two views see onl

In determinism, science recognizes a chain
able causes and means reaching back from a
event into a remote past in which it wvainly
beginning cause, and finally has to hang its orig
so to speak, though logically and philosophical
find an origin of the universe, for the “‘unk
does not find is the beginning of the chain, :
science, its most important “missing link.”

If the atheistic wing of scientific determin
recognize the intelligence manifested in ‘“‘natur
of the great and beneficient “First Cause,” how
and advance! If fatalism could but recognize (
of the fixed future, and man as a means in F
bestirring we should see in the orient! And
could only believe God in His scriptural decle
destination, what trust and peace would bless

Probably all Christians do concede predestin
cases. Likely all admit that our Savior w
At least, the scriptures definitely and unequivo
so that it is a simple matter of believing G
ceasing to call themselves Christians. Well,
person being predestined in evil dumps all t
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1to your lap and demands a solution. Was
nurder when He put His Son on the cross?
lerers not ‘‘responsible”™ Why was He not
tead of being made perfect through suffering?
he destiny of His betrayers and murderers?
our problems that Paul both raises and solves.
slution? Do you believe Paul’s inspired reve-
rou quit insinuating that you Savior must be
He was predestined; or can you believe both
1d free will at the same time?

ipostles were chosen for the ordained purpose
cones in the kingdom. But when they guarreled
ice in the kingdom the King reproved them, lest
in the kingdom at at all (Matt. 18: 1-3). The
:cessary means to the ordained end. Judas, whose
isary means to the ordained Sacrifice, was not re-
‘e be no kingdom nor salvation. The three thou-
y of Pentecost were reproved for their fore-
nurder in order that they might “Repent™ (Acts
edestined guilt must not remain permanently.

juestion that none of the author’s opponents
sered: Who fixed the future that God fore-
> predicts it?  Will you answer it? The Book

he vexing problems concerning Calvary are
:dly, every other case of evil in the universe
edly solved in the light of the cross.

words be a means under God’s hand to bring
nd may this be the day and this the way that
nth his grace!
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Because of the length of the author’s unpublished manuscript
on predestination entitled “CHANCE OR DESIGN?" the re-
quest has been made for a brief statement of the fundamentals
of the doctrine, as a ready answer to those who fear the subject
because of natural apprehension or misteaching through tradi-
tion, and who therefore make objections or ask questions. Hence

this shorter expression of thought.

Tacoma, Wash.,
Feb. 9, 1949.
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3-7,

the riche

Blaspheuny = to speak irreverently of God cr aboud
thiiigs = Reviling believers in Chiisi

ltiark, 7:20-23 defileth the man
They are not Jew?
Romans 2:28 a Jew, which is onc¢ inwardly
Fcar none of these - (worse things to come if
death for Christ)
2:11 (shall not be hurt by ~nd death)



"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the S
salith unto the Churches.s.’

1.

2o

S

4e

Se

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED
Our work and activities are belng noticed
the One with piercing eyes.

Judgment of reward and of condemnation aw
t he Church,

The Church of God must guard the truth or
fer the same consequences of those who er

The Church of God must be zealous in prea
the "coming of Christ? and the "Kingdom o

The Church of God is at no time secufe el
Lamb!s Book of Life. :

"He which testifieth these things saith, sure
I come quickly., Amen, FEven so, come, Lord Je
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with yo

all

Amen,

Lessons Prépared by
mory ilacy, June 1¢
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Mosaic in the Church of Daphni, Eleventh Century, reproduction
by permission of The Mansell Collection: “Jesus ... went up
straightway OUT OF THE WATER” (Matthew Ch. 3, v. 16)
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Ch. 6).

Jesus submitted to total immersion in the R’
fulfil all righteousness” so who are we to s:
matter”. “It is the heart that counts not an ou
stration in water,”” some say!

PAUL says:

“There is ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ON!
(Ephesians, Ch. 4, v. 5).

PETER says, speaking of the days of Noah w

of the inhabitants of the earth were drowned in t

“When once the long suffering of God wai
of Noah while the ark was preparing, whi
is, eight SOULS WERE SAVED BY WAl

“The like figure whereunto EVEN BAP
ALSO NOW SAVE US.” (I Peter, Ch. 3

(Not having a bath and washing our bodie
ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TOV

QUERY?

Could it be plainer? WATER—God’s requirenr
AWAY our sins! Would we cleanse a suit or
with a thimbleful of water? Would the dress
Rubbish!

JESUS WAS IMMERSED IN WATER.

PAUL also—IN DAMASCUS.
And ALL the early Christians.

Why then should we hesitate? Is it pride ? Is

Is it lack of courage? Is it bias? Is it lack of t
Reader you know what hinders you from being



ty? God says “To this man will I look to him
{UMBLE and contrite spirit who trembleth at
(Isaiah, Ch. 66, v. 2).

other way to become a Christian—so work it

, Ch. 3, v. 27

S MANY OF YOU AS HAVE BEEN BAP-
NTO CHRIST, HAVE PUT ON CHRIST”
1 christian).

baptized it is only the beginning of a new life
ife.

{ THE KINGDOM OF GOD when the saints
fore the throne of God, WATER is finally used
w the entrants obtained salvation.

S OF WATERS”
all through God’s dealings with man want of
\blem of spiritual need”.

v. 1
art panteth after the water brooks, so panteth
fter thee, O God”.

v. [

thou art my God; early will 1 seek thee; my
RSTETH for thee, my flesh longeth for thee
nd thirsty land, where no WATER is”.

sed for SPIRITUAL Refreshment throughout

v. 2
>th me to lie down in green pastures:

11

To escaps damnation of both types of sin, baptism was
essential. But seeing only ADULT baptism was taught and
practised by the Apostles how about children born with
Adamic sin? And so INFANT BAPTISM began to be prac-
tised. Infants unbaptized were damned so lets baptize them and
confirm the baptism later on when they experience actual sin!

“The Council of Trent drew up a decree on ORIGINAL SIN
which defined the doctrine of the Roman Church on the grace
of Baptism” (Encyclopaedia Britannica p.84).

REFORMATION

Luther, in all his efforts to reform the Roman Church, adhered
to infant baptism because he believed in original sin and states,
“In baptism, infants themselves believe’’. Could anything be
more foolish! Calvin rejected the teaching, ‘“Baptism of infants
in extremis he regarded as a superstition™’.
“Baptism of infants is a mere human tradition for which
neither Precept nor Practice is to be found in all the
Scriptures.”

(Barclay Apology Thesis Theol. 1, 2, 4, 12)

That is it! Then came the BAPTISTS! Here came truth. Let
us quote from the Encyclopaedia Britannica once more—page
87—
“BAPTISTS:
Baptists (a shortened form for Anabaptists) isa name given
to a large and varied group of Christians who, while
differing from each other about minor theological and
ecclesiastical points, maintain that baptism should be ad-
ministered only to believers and then by IMMERSION™,

The first English Baptist Church was formed in 1609 by

Thomas Helwvs and others.



IN THE BIBLE TOTAL IMMERSION WAS ESSENTIAL!
ERROR

How did error come into the established Churches on this
very fundamental issue? During the early centuries TOTAL
IMMERSION was preached and practised.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica has this to say under
BAPTISM, page 84:

“The whole early period knows baptism only for adults
who join themselves of their own resolve to the christian
community.”

“When in the ceremony the candidate for baptism is
SUBMERGED UNDER THE WATER, he is thereby
buried with Christ and dies with him: i.e. this submersion
in water is for the Apostle, not merely a symbol of purifi-
cation, nor only a symbol of being buried, but a real act
of wonderful effect. The candidate for baptism experiences
actually and genuinely the death of Jesus in his own body,
and is likewise actually laid in the grave, as Jesus lay in
the grave. . . . He dies and in doing so pays to sin the
tribute due for ‘the wages of sin is death’ When he
emerges again from the water the resurrection of Christ
becomes his. He who was dead awakes to new life.”

INFANT BAPTISM

How did this creep into the Churches? It was the Roman
Church that prescribed the doctrine of original sin—that
Adamic sin is inherited from Adam apart from personal sins.
Two kinds of sin! One inherited and one caused by the indi-
vidual. St. Augustine (354-450 A.D.) developed this theory.

unto him ‘SIR, thou knowest’. And he
‘THESE ARE they which came out of gre
and HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES

and made them white in the blood of the '
fore are they before the throne of God a
day and night in his temple and he that sit
throne shall dwell among them. And they
no more, neither thirst any more, neither
light on them nor any heat. For the Lamb v
midst of the throne shall feed them AND I
THEM UNTO LIVING FOUNTAINS (
and God shall wipe away all tears from the



W //7/7/////////

gw/ Craleose

e following confession of faith, signed by John
nyan and forty other elders, deacons, and brethren,
d approved by more than 20,000 others, was
ssented to King Charles 11, in London, 1660. They
clared: ““We are not only resolved to suffer persecu-
n to the loss of our goods, but also life itself, rather
in decline from the same.”
t. 22: “We believe that the same Lord Jesus, who
>wed Himself alive after His passion by many
allible proofs (Acts, Ch. 1, v. 3), which was taken
into heaven (Luke, Ch. 24, v. 51), shall so come in
e manner as He was seen to go into heaven (Acts,
.1, vw. 9-11). ‘And when Christ, who is our life,
1l appear, we shall also appear with Him in glory’
ol., Ch. 3, v. 4). ‘For the kingdom is His, and He
‘he governor among the nations (Psalms, 22, v. 28),
d ‘king over all the earth’ (Zech., Ch. 14, v. 9); ‘and
shall reign with Him on the earth’ (Rev., Ch. 5,
10). ‘The kingdoms of this world” (which men so
ghtily strive after here to enjoy) ‘shall become the
1gdoms of our Lord and His Christ.” (Rev., Ch. 11,
15). ‘For all is yours (ye that overcome this world)
- ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.” ( Cor., Ch. 3,
22, 23). ‘For unto the saints shall be given the
1igdom, and the greatness of the kingdom, under the
ole heaven.’ (Dan., Ch. 7, v. 27). Though alas! how
my men be scarce content that the saints should
ve so much as being among them; but when Christ
1ll annear. then chall he their dav- then chall he
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The commandment has gone forth:

“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every

creature. He that believeth AND IS BAPTIZED shall be

saved, he that believeth not shall be condemned.”
(Mark, Ch. 16, vv. 15-16)

A simple straight forward statement and commandment.

This word here “Baptized” is BAPTIZO, which means
to immerse—cover—bury. When Jesus was baptized he came
up:

“OUT OF THE WATER” (Matt., Ch. 3, v. 16)

“John baptized in AEnon because there was much water there”
(John, Ch. 3, v. 23). Surely, if a mere sprinkling of water is
sufficient it would have been used with Jesus. NO. The sig-
nificance of BAPTIZO is to cover—to bury.

When Philip discussed the death and resurrection of Jesus
with the eunuch in the desert they came upon water and the
eunuch remarked:

“SEE, HERE IS WATER, what doth hinder me to be
baptized and they went down BOTH INTO THE WATER”
(Acts, Ch. 8, v. 38)
They were undoubtedly carrying water in the caravan for
drinking, and according to some of the modern churches a
few drops would have been sufficient at any place in the

desert!! Oh no, the eunuch had to be BURIED in WATER
before salvation could come to him.

“Therefore we are BURIED with him in baptism into
death” (Romans, Ch. 6, v. 4)
“BURIED with him in baptism” (Col., Ch. 2, v. 12)

How can normal intelligent persons argue that the mere

afterwards, cometh the end. Concerning the kin
and reign of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we do t
that He is now in heaven, at His Father’s right
so do we believe that at the time appointed t
Father, He shall come again in power and
glory; and that at, or after His coming the s
time, He will not only raise the dead and judg
restore the world, but will also take to Himse
kingdom, and will, according to the Scriptures,
on the throne of His Father David, on Mount
in Jerusalem, for ever.

“We believe that the kingdom of our Lord v
a universal kingdom, and in this kingdom the
Jesus Christ Himself will be alone, visible, su
king of the whole earth.

“We believe as this kingdom will be universal
will be also an everlasting kingdom, that shall h:
end, nor cannot be shaken; in which kingdo
saints and faithful in Christ Jesus shall receir
end of their faith, even the salvation of their
where the Lord is they shall be also.

“We believe that the New Jerusalem that shall
down from God out of heaven, when the tabe
of God shall be with them, and He will dwell ¢
them, will be the metropolitan city of this kin
and will be the glorious place of residence of
Christ and His Saints for ever; and will be so :
as that the kingly palace will be on mount Zic
holy hill of David, where his throne was.”

\@\\\\w -

ARE THESE CONVICTIONS SHARED BY
CENTURY BAPTISTS?
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THE LORD:

W A T E R—AN EMBLEM

GOD uses water to express cleanliness. He commanded the
priests of Israel to “wash with water”” to be cleansed. God will
not and cannot tolerate SIN. And so before the priests per-
formed their sacrifices they had to “wash with water.” The
children of Israel were specifically commanded after they had
sinned—however trivial—to “wash with water”. Even if they
touched a dead rabbit or a dead mouse or if a dead creature
simply touched a wooden vessel or raiment—they were ‘“un-
clean’ until the evening. They had to be “washed with water”’,
and remain unclean until the evening. On the day of atonement
the High Priest had to “wash his flesh in water” before going
into the Holy Place. At the entrance of the tabernacle there
was a laver of brass. It was placed “BETWEEN the tabernacle
of the congregation and the altar full of water” (Exod., Ch. 30,
v. 18).

NOTE: “When they go into the tabernacle of the con-

gregation they shall wash with water THAT THEY DIE NOT”’!

No approach unto the Almighty unless washed with water!
No entrance into the Holy Presence without being washed
with water!



1repueu fienry (It 1s not nis name), tne runaame
laid down by the Almighty are not obtainable in t
of the world. The Almighty says, in Isiah Chap
8and 9,

1. ‘My thougnts are not your thoughts, neitl
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For
heavens are higher than the earth so a
ways higher than your ways and my th
than your thoughts’.

2. Jesus says—‘Knock, and it shall be opene:
you, seek and ye shall find.’

Only when you get down on your knees and s
mighty—‘Lord please help me to empty myself
self-interest, please guide me into all TRUTH,
me Thy ways O Lord and give me knowledg
then, Henry, you will be directed, controlled,
understanding by human avenues.”

IT STARTS ON YOUR KNEES!




THE HISTORY OF BAPTISM

m church fathers and reformers revealing histori-
elief in water baptism

n this century baptism was administered by immersing the
er.””—Mosheim Ecclesiastical History.

ge. “The ordinary mode of baptism was by immersion.”
listory of the Christian Church.

of the church only adults who entered it consciously and
baptized.”—Meander, Memorials of the Christian Life.
not sprinkling was unquestionably the original, normal
own by the very meaning of the Greek words, baptizo,
nos, used to designate the rite.”

esiastical laws which made persons baptized by sprinkling
e. Not until the end of the Thirteenth Century did sprink-
rule and immersion the exception.”’—Schaff, History of
anity, Vol. 1, P. 568-570.

HISTORY OF SPRINKLING

i, Astulphus, King of the Lombards, oppressed the City
stephen III fled into France. . . . In the spring of 754, in
monks of Cressy in Britanny, who privately consulted
opinion on nineteen questions, one of which is allowed
ithentic law for administering baptism by pouring, which
preted to signify sprinkling. The question was whether in
ssity occasioned by illness of an infant it were lawful to
ing water out of the hand, or a cup, on the head of an
answered: ‘If such a baptism were performed in case of
name of the holy Trinity, it should be held valid.’

mes Basagne makes several very proper remarks on this
t, although it is accounted the first law for sprinkling, yet
d dipping; that it allows sprinkling in cases of imminent
-efore that this law did not alter the mode of dipping in
and that it was not until 557 years afterwards that the
> Council at Revenna in the year 1311 declared dipping or
>rent.

WATER

It is an essential substance.

It is indispensable to all

forms of life.

It is a necessary constituent

in the cells of all animals

and vegetable tissues and

in the crystals of many minerals.
Water plays an important part
in the changing of the

earth’s surface (Job. Ch. 14, v. 19)

Water is a neccessity of life
(Isaiah. Cn. 33 v. 16)



Literature.

“Not until the end of the thirteenth century did sprink
rule and immersion the exception.”’—Schaff, History of .
anity, Vol. 1, P. 568-570.

“Luther sought to restore immersion but without effect.”
of the Christian Church, Vol. 2, 250.

“Baptism is called in the Greek, baptisma, and in the L:
is, if one dips something entirely into water it closes ove
many places the custom of dipping children into the bapt
immersing them has been abandoned; and although they a
by the hand with the baptismal water, it nevertheless shc
way, and would be right according to the raufe that the
that is being baptized, should be sunk entirely into the
out again. Without a doubt, taufe is derived from the woi
one should sink deeply into water that which is being baj
Works (Wimered.) Vol. 2, 727.

“Whether the person to be baptized is to be wholly im
whether once or twice, or whether he is only to be sprin
is not of the least consequence; churches should be at
either according to the diversity of climate, although it is
very word ‘baptize,” however, signifies to immerse, and
immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”—(
Book 4, Chap. 15.

THE FIRST LAW IN EUROPE FOR INFANT BAPT

‘“Whatever Cyprian and Augustine might intend, the one
the other by ordering Christians to baptize babes . .. it ma
progress till an event fell out in the eighth century, which
and credit for its great usefulness to despotic princes.

“The Saxons, at that time pagans, inhabited a great part
Charlemagne (742-814) wasresolved either to subduethe S:
nate the whole nation. . . . The severe laws yet stand ir
of this monarch, by which they were obliged on pain
baptized or of heavy fines to baptize their children within
birth. . . . He consulted all the learned prelates of the a




uin, an Anglo-Saxon Abbot of Canterbury. . . . They
he ceremonies of baptism, particularly triune immersion.”
tory of Baptisim, Chap. 26.

(England) sprinkling was never declared valid, ordinary
- assembly of divines in the time of Cromwell (1599-1656),
r. Lightfoot, pronounced it so.” —Robinson, History of
9.

n in the reign of Edward VI, triune immersion was com-
But during the persecution of Mary, many persons, most
Scotchmen, fled from England to Geneva, and there
the opinion of that church. In 1556 a book was published
ntaining, ‘The Form of Prayer and Ministration of the
yved by the famous and godly learned man, John Calvin,’
ninistrator is enjoined to take water in his hand and lay
’s forehead. These Scottish exiles, returning to their own
10X at their head, in 1549, established sprinkling in Scot-
land this practice made its way into England in the reign
t was not authorized by the established church. At the
ines held at Westminster in 1643, it was keenly debated
on or sprinkling should be adopted ; twenty-five voted for
wenty-four for immersion; and even this small majority
the earnest request of Dr. Lightfoot, who had acquired
the Assembly.”’—Edinburg Encyclopedia, Vol. 3, P. 236.
comments on Acts 8:38, says, “We see from this distance,
iptismal rite among the ancients; for they plunged the
the water. Now ’tis the custom for the minister to sprinkle
head. . .. Wherefore the church did grant liberty to herself
ng to change the ordinances somewhat.”

e founder of Methodism, in his notes on page 220, on
ys: “We are buried with him (alluding to the ancient
zing by immersion) that as Christ was raised from the
ious power of the Father; so we also, by the same power
1, and as he lives a new life in heaven, so we should walk

T

’s Journal, dated Savannah, 1736, Feb. 21, he writes;

yoad flavan dave wac hantizad arccarding +m tho ~Aacéasma ~F

NOTE

This little booklet is dedicated
to two great friends of mine.
One, a leading Elder in the
Baptists and the other a leading
Elder in the Lutheran Church in
the U.S.A.-both UNBAPTIZED!

THE AUTHOR
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2. The first authority for changing the form from imme
water on the person, was Pope Stephen 111, 754, A.D., a
a permission in extreme cases.

3. The first law for infant baptism was made by the I
Charlemagne, 789, A.D. Its object was to swell the nui
adherents to Christianity.

4. The Council of Revenna, 1311 A.D., was the first cl
legalize sprinkling, yet regarding immersion as equally v:

5. At the Assembly of Westminster Creedmakers, in 1¢
votes were cast for immersion and twenty-five for sprinkli
of Dr. Lightfoot saved the Westminster Confession of 1
committed to immersion.

6. Luther, Calvin, Wesley, and all the great reformers adn
to have been the primitive baptism.

7. All Greek speaking people and Greek scholars, kno
proper meaning of the Greek baptizo, baptizimos, etc., is
or submerge.

A reprint from the Berean Messenger, March, 1903, Vo
Paul, Nebr., a publication of Present Truth, St. Paul, Nel
was a publication, ““published in the interest of the ‘Chu
Restitutionists, . . . on prophecy and Bible doctrine. Ou
far as possible, get back to primitive Christianity in doctrii
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Interesting 1S the engineers’ report ot the construc-
tion of the new harbour, the quarried stone used,
the larger blocks of concrete made to specifications
and set in place by specially constructed derricks
built on ships designed for this one purpose.

The New Palestine .

Chiefly because of the discoveries of chemical salts
in the Dead Sea and without in any way considering
the other developments there, Palestine is said to
be the “Richest Land in the World Today”, and the
Dead Sea has been spoken of as the “Most Precious
Body of Water in the World”.

These are not exaggerated statements in any sense
of the word. The proof has already been indicated.
The world is just beginning to realize in a new way
the truth of the oft repeated statement that nothing
great is accomplished without sacrifice! History
records no greater sacrifice of human life and de-
struction of property than during the World War.
With the driving out of the Turks from Palestine

1

for this little land. Its present J
two hundred forty-five thousanc

The price paid, through the sac
War, was the largest price ever
since time began! But already, a:
tively few years, it has begun
Christian and Jewish world that
material way for this small tr.
eastern shore of the Mediterra:
reasonable! Its wealth, formerl
tle value, is so vast as to cha
section of the known world. The
devebpment are limited only 1
minutive area of the land. Its
pleted by centuries of hard usag
indifferent population, is now I
revivified by the fertilizing pota
the depths of the Dead Sea! Ex
soil in Palestine, mountains, plai
now be utilized in developing tk
tivity imaginable in a semi-tro



TION OF THE DEAD SEA

of Palestine that it cannot sup-
ion! No one who is informed of
here has any doubt about the
prosperity of the land. Most
18 been the over-lordship of the
'he English Government, from

authority over Palestine, has
ely carried out its plans for the
id development of the country.

mercial value of the deposits in
slonial Office has moved steadily.
velopment of this great basic
oresent time, the corporation
production to the extent of a
ons of potash per year, in addi-
intities of bromine. The corpor-
ate plant on the northern shore
1 employs more than five hund-
2 the heat in the Dead Sea basin
been proven by carefu! experi-

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD SEA 11

ture. A further fact of importance is that potash
cannot be produced except from the deposits now
mined principaily in Germany and France or from
brine in which it is held in solution, as in that of
the Dead Sea. Statistics show that the world use
of potash doubles every ten years. The concession
held by the present operating company at the Dead
Sea requires that potash for fertilizing purposes in
Palestine must be sold to the people there at cost.
Thus Arabs and Jewish colonists alike have every
opportunity of providing the necessary fertilizing
elements to revivify the badly depleted and much
neglected soil, once the envy of the world, with its
tropical climate very much like that of our own
Florida and California.

The commercial products of the Dead Sea, now
reaching to large and still larger figures annually,
are transported by auto trucks operated on a splen-
did asphalt road to Jerusalem, a short run of about
twenty-five miles; thence by rail to the seaport of

Taifa +swhanan a smmanmnifannd wmaver oo ceian L2



was taken from the surface of the Dead Sea. Ex-
periments and soundings proved through several
years of testing that at a certain depth, brine was
to be found of a higher specific gravity and with
increased content of potash and bromine. At a
depth of one hundred and seventy-five feet, it was
found there was a content of fifty per cent more
potash and bromine than at the surface. A perman-
ent pipe line, twenty-five hundred feet in length,
continuously welded, was laid on the bottom of the
sea to reach this point and a new station, capable
of pumping eight thousand gallons of heavy brine
per minute, was erected.

Muriate of potash is extensively used as a ferti-
lizer. Bromine is used by the pharmaceutical and
photographic trades and more recently as so-called
“anti-knock” in the gasoline and oil industry of this
country. There is no known substitute for potash as
a fertilizer and it does not compete with super-
phosphates and nitrates but is complementary to
them as a primary commodity necessary to agricul-

and it is said on good authorit
rheumatic, asthmatic and even
are greatly benefitted within a
and often cured. A large sanitai
plated.

From Dan to Beersheba, throt
there is marvelous activity. Jew
tians alike are busy. It is rel
Palestine is the only country in t
has no unemployment problem.
exists, due to conditions and limi
tion.

The electrification of Palestin:
ten years ago, is today an accomj
the initiative, vision and driving
Rutenberg in promoting what
“Rutenburg Concession” on the
to the rainfall in Palestine being
winter months of the year, the
necessary for hydro-electric dev:
been accomplished by damming
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1s creating artificial lakes for
1sing the natural fall from the
ea of Tiberias or Galilee to the
the Dead Sea.

his great electrical power plant
1 operation consisting of four
itors of 8,500 h. p. each. The
'om this plant reach east, west
3 now seen how indispensable
! the country it is. From the
ion has been paid to rural elec-
‘e now being taken to further
ity for domestic purposes. A
er cent in the rates for energy
dan River Power Station led to
consumption, much more than
r off in revenue due to the re-
is a constantly increasing de-
energy for industrial and irri-
he high voltage transmission
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chairman of the Board is the Earl of Lytton and its
Secretary is Mr. G. A. Solar.

From small beginnings, the scope of this great
undertaking has been gradually extended, and con-
tinual improvements have been made both in the
plant and in the methods employed. Only a few
thousand tons of carnellite (crude potash salts) were
produced in 1930, the harvesting being done entirely
by hand. In 1931, over thirteen thousand tons were
produced by a new mechanical method. During this
second year a new and enlarged power house was
built and equipped to furnish the required electric
current for operating the pumps and other ma-
chinery used in the plant. A small bromine plant was
completed in the early part of this same year and
the first consignment of this product was consigned
to the English market at the end of February, 1931.
The high content of bromine in the final liquor pro-
duced from Dead Sea water was found to be several
times that of the brines in other parts of the world,

and tha naw nlant wace ahla ta nradnnea mvavre than o



any excessive rise in its level, has proven to be the
only agency required in “drying” the salts. This
simple process is quite in contrast with that re-
quired in Germany and France where the salts are
mined and require the use of a vast number of furn-
aces for the necessary evaporation. The potash works
at Strassfort use more than twenty-five hundred
cauldrons, employ many thousands of workers and
the invested capital is reported to be eighty mil-
lion dollars.

The chemical concession at the Dead Sea is oper-
ated by a company known as “Palestine Potash, Lim-
ited”, formed in October, 1929, with an authorized

capital of two million dollars, all of which has been
subscribed. The share of this stock allotted to the

Arab citizens of Palestine has been fully subscribed
and paid. The managing director of the company
is Mr. M. A. Novomeysky, heretofore mentioned,
while Major Tulloch is a member of the Board of
Directors. Five Americans are also on the Board,
to-wit, Israel B. Brodie, Bernard Flexner, Edward
Friedman, Robert Szold and Felix Warburg. The

LA SRS AR WALEY WERARA WAELLEFEANES

the Mediterranean coast at Hai
ish Government, is but another
gressive development of Palesti
mandate. As previously indic:
steamers in the world now ri
in Haifa Harbour and load thei
gers and freight directly at the
equipped with all modern loadin;
shipping point, the products o:
the immense crops of oranges
carried cheaply to all parts of
tracks of the several lines reacl
east and south have been conve
the harbor wharves and a fine
convenience of auto trucks has :
the water front.

Information from the most

-veals the interesting facts th:

exports of Palestine have been
population has increased and t
ment of the country has progre
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present time (1934) the trade
f exports from Palestine, a most
Another thing of importance
bring about the constantly im-
onditions in the country is the
ment. The figures run into the
nnually. Much of this capital is
e of land from the Arab popula-
ght in Palestine. The banking
nt, notwithstanding the variety
| the many different languages

riety of citrus fruits are being

the Jaffa orange has been the
; and is proving the largest single
1e present time. More than four
is fruit were shipped from the
rear. With the many new groves
g, the export of oranges is ex-
1 the enormous figure of ten mil-
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These two men made detailed surveys and sound-
ings and conducted systematic experiments on a very
comprehensive scale. Extensive and elaborate re-
ports were made to the British Government with
carefully prepared estimates showing not only the
character of the various salts that could be extract-
ed but their almost unlimited quantity. Approximate
estimates were given as follows: Potassium chloride,
two thousand million tons; magnesium bromide,

y nine hundred and eighty million tons; sodium chlor-
ide (common salt), eleven thousand nine hundred

million tons; magnesium chloride, twenty-two mil-
lion tons; and calcium chloride, six thousand million

tons. The total estimated value of these deposits
was given as two thousand billien doliars; or, as an-

other writer has expressed it, three times the total
wealth of the United States!

After some years of consideration and negotiations
by the British Colonial Office and the government
generally, a concession for the exploitation of min-
erals contained in the Dead Sea was granted jointly



swvues unuEl ULITECLIOIL OI Tne American GGovernment.
In 1908, the well known geologist, Dr. M. Blanken-
horn, undertook a scientific exploration under the
auspices of the Sultan Abdul Hamid. No serious
attempts, however, were made to examine the com-
mercial possibilities of the mineral wealth of the
Dead Sea until 1911 and again ten years later, after
the World War when the Turks had been driven
out of Palestine.

As soon as the British Mandate over Palestine
was established, that government assigned Major
T. G. Tulloch, an eminent engineer long interested
in the possibilities of extracting potash from the
waters of the Dead Sea, to the work of exploration in
connection with Mr. M. A. Novomeysky, a distin-
guished Russian engineer. Mr. Novomeysky had
been interested in this work for ten years and had
made some preliminary surveys and scientific in-
vestigations with a view to commercial exploitation
of the mineral wealth to be found in the waters of
the Sea.

were living, at the outbreak o
claimed only one hundred and
In 1917 it was evacuated and
mained sealed until the Britist
estine the following year. Soor
under the fostering care of t
Fund from which a substantial
interest over a period of eightee
In 1926 the population had incr
to 46,000 in 1931. The city has
schools, has two daily newspa
of periodicals. Situated on the
can count on cool winds in tk
months with a bathing season It
For the most part, the houses an
Tel-Aviv are of silicate brick ma
large factory on the outskirts o:

In old Jerusalem, the Zion Ci
which was surrendered to the Bi
Allenby during the World War v
a shot, substantial signs of prog:
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lar Y. M. C. A. building where

Moslem meet together. This
r, designed in the architectural
zantium, was made possible by
n American, the late Mr. J. N.
sey. The building overlooks the
Javid and the city walls of Jeru-
scending the carillon tower have
ic Jerusalem at their feet. The
tel, claimed to be the most mod-
ist, has two hundred bedrooms
id twenty private baths and oc-
g position in the city overlooking
:;he Jordan Valley.

nd Hebrew are the three official
ine and many children learn two.
ore than two hundred Hebrew
hildren in towns and settlements
iry schools have been opened in
re are also many sectarian and

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD SEA 5

level of six hundred and eighty feet below sea level
at the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan drops almost pre-
cipitously at certain points to a level of twelve hun-
dred and ninety-two feet below sea level, as it emp-
ties into the Dead Sea; or an average of ten feet to
the mile. The swiftness of its current, especially
after the severe storms which fill all the water
courses with torrential floods at certain times of the
year, has washed a deep channel in the Jordan,
carrying heavy deposits in its flow to the Dead
Sea, a process which has continued through the cen-
turies without cessation. The soil erosion has
naturally been constant and heavy, and the Dead
Sea the sole depositary. Little wonder that this so-
called phenomenon has attracted intermittent at-
tention for twenty centuries from scientifically mind-
ed men and that various expeditions have been
undertaken in an effort to study the character of
the deposits and their quantity. The Greek his-
torians and geographers, Strabo and Diodorus Sicu-
lus, who wrote between 63 and 57 B.C., were among

~ T~ 1Ty, el oon e KoY Al Afu.



fhe “Sea of Lot”.

The length of the lake from North to South is
forty-seven miles and its greatest width ten miles,
narrowing down to two miles at Point Molyneaux.
The total area of the lake is approximately three
hundred square miles!

The surface of the lake is twelve hundred and
ninety-two feet below that of the Mediterranean Sea.
Its greatest depth, near the eastern shore and ten
miles south of the mouth of- the Jordan River is
twelve hundred and seventy-eight feet, making its
greatest depth a half mile below sea level. There is
no known outlet, but the extreme heat in the basin
causes such evaporation that the level of the water
is for the most part constant, notwithstanding the
tremendous inflow, especially in the rainy season,
from the Jordan River and other streams.

The Jordan River, from the southern end of the
Sea of Galilee, sixty miles north of the Dead Sea,
acts as a drainage channel for not less than three
thousand square miles of territory. Starting at a

AU LIEMAT ASLLAL WAL WA AASAsnsms e

never adopt farming but in Pales
ing a physique and a love for s
that baffles everyone. As a writel
“Farm settlements, poultry yar
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to the Jew’s ability in his new li:
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and play, the “pioneers” of the D
their vision of the Homeland as a
long deferred, move steadily for
cent march to their highest dev«
of Palestine.

In contemplation, Palestine w:
stage of the world for the greatest
the ages. Its location at the easte
iterranean Sea, the great naval ¢
speak, and forming the narrow pa
the oriental civilization of Egypt
was a wonderful port of anchorag
istic religion of Abraham and
Christianity. Human wisdom mi;
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but unerring, divine wisdom did
rom every standpoint, past, pres-
believers, we must concede and en-
and the why of Palestine.

t about Palestine which we gather
Testament prophecies and history
f the greatest religious drama of
changed. The Jewish people, the
10sen people, and the chief actors
ma, persecuted, harassed, driven
to speak, and scattered among the
;h, are to return to this little cres-
t and there write the remaining
ce and complete the drama of the
i now open for them to do this.
sred wealth of the Dead Sea, the
iter power from the Jordan River
ure of electricity, with the pos-
it fertility of the soil from potash
3t and water in abundance through
‘om the Mediterranean tan the Nead

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD SEA
A Modern Miracle

The civilized world of today, whatever else may be
said of it, is religious ; and Palestine is its Holy Land,
venerated by Jews and Gentiles alike through cen-
turies of the past.

The visitor in Palestine today is shown many ob-
jects and places reputed as this or that particular
object or place. Always, there is involved the ele-
ment of doubt as to the correctness of the represen-
tation because of the great lapse of time and the
many changes for which time alone is responsible;
but no one has ever said or can say at this time,
“There is the supposed site of the Dead Sea”.

This great body of water, like the Mediterranean,
is still just where it was at the time its existence
was first reported to the world outside of Palestine.
Furthermore, its waters have the same character-

ictine oo alwavae Mhaow owa atill aiv $ivmina caléaw $han



By the Author

O Palestine, dear Palestine,
Land of Light Divine;

Gift of God, to thee we bow;
And worship at thy shrine.

Homeland of the Prophets,
God’s scribes of yester day,

We honor thee with new-born love;
Accept our praise, we pray.

God loved thee very dearly,
Before men knew thy charms;

He it was who formed thee,
And bore thee in His arms.

Thou art, as ’twere, His first born,
Heir of vast wealth untold;

Laden with mighty riches,
Guarded within His fold.

Open thy gates, thou beauteous one,
And let thy children come

Back to thee, O blessed land;
Back to thee, their home.

of the Jews, the fulfillment of prop.
other great events in the religio
world yet to be. And the very so
are stirred to ecstasy as we conten
that Palestine had to be the Holj
that the great and mighty serw:
from Abraham to our Lord Chr
play their part and preserve the

tion and salvation; and now, ai
centuries of apparent death and d
to life again—a resurrection, in a t
unto the resurrection of our L«
bringing light and life and procl
faithfulness of God as the God of

“And they shall build the old v
raise up the former desolations
repair the waste cities, the dest
generations.” Isaiah 61:4.

‘“Hear the word of the Lord, O y
clare it in the isles afar off, and s
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gather him, and keep him, as a
s floek.”

DA TO SECOND EDITION

of the first edition of this booklet, the
al Convention of the Zionist Organization
1eld at Atlantic City. From the varied and
'e have selected the following items of

e during the past year has continued un-
dux of Jewish capital and Jewish immigra-
rere largely responsible for adding further
f the Government. The official Jewish pop-
0, an increase of 22% last year. Approx-
d Jews came to Palestine during the year,
. twelve thousand came from Germany.
windred and fifty heads of families brought
aillion dollars of capital with them. The
ration of citrus products (oranges, grape
as doubled in two years and Palestine is
st of orange exporting countries.

}2 different industrial undertakings in op-
Sea enterprise, now in its third year, is
f tons of potash products, in addition to
'here has been a large increase in building
are being erected as rapidly as the labor

Of the Jewish population in Palestine,
 agriculture, 39.3% in industry and trans-
erce, and 12.8% in the liberal professions.

iversity on Mount Scopus, the student en-
year was 321, as against 181 the previous
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Plant of “Palestine Potash, Ltd.” at the Northern End of the Dei

Showing Factories, Pipe Lines and Salt Pans
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Spirit. A Christian can be indwelt without being filled and
controlled by the Holy Spirit.

D. In His last command to the disciples, Christ promised the power
of the Holy Spirit to enable us to be witnesses unto Him
(Acts 1:4-8).

IV. WE ARE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT BY FAITH,
Ephesians 5:18 and I John 5:14, 15.

A. You can, by faith, appropriate the filling of the Holy Spirit
right now if you:

Hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt. 5:6).

Confess every known sin (I John 1:9),

Surrender every area of your life to God (Romans 12:1-2).

By faith appropriate the power of the Holy Spirit. Ask

Him to fill and control you right now as you consider X

AL

the command of Ephesians 5:18 and the promise of i

I John 5:14-15. ‘
5. By faith thank God that He has filled you on the basis of ‘

His promise whether or not you have had an emotional

experience. The authority of God's Word is much more

reliable than feelings (Hebrews 11:6 and Romans 14:23).

V. CONCLUSION

At this point, you should suggest that the inquirer bow or kneel

with you for prayer. After the inquirer offers a prayer of surren-
der and appropriates the fullness of the Holy Spirit, you should
encourage Him to thank God that He has heard his prayer. Thanks-
giving demonstrates trust and gratitude. After the prayer of thanks-

VI.

emortional experience,

HOW TO WALK IN THE POWER AND

HOLY SPIRIT.
A.

Acknowledge that you are filled ac
cannot walk in the Spirit until you
and controlled by the Spirit.

I,

2r
3
4

Review the command to be fil
Review the promise of power
Claim the promise of God's V
Thank God for filling you witt

Walk by faith; do not be deceived !

115

The Bible commands us to be
moment by moment. Do not «
all time ecstatic experience.
faith, To disobey a commanc
is sin not to be filled with the

""What is faith? It is the conf
thing we want is going to hapg
what we hope for is waiting fc
cannot see it ahead of us'' (He

Christian faith is not a blind 1
For the Christian, faith is tm
Lord Jesus Christ and the pr
Christ because He is worthy ¢

Faith is the essential element
filled, Christ-controlled life.

a. Salvation is by faith (Eph.
the Spirit by faith (Eph. 5:



iood works, obedience in its various There are four basic truths involved in understanding how to be filled

tration of our faith, and controlled by the Holy Spirit.

It or a by-product of faith.

rowing experience, a maturing (Now, proceed to list each point and illustrate with diagrams.)

sads God's words and obeys His I. GOD HAS PROVIDED FOR US AN ABUNDANT AND FRUITFUL
0:17 and John 14:21). CHRISTIAN LIFE, I John 1:3-10.

tian life can be described by the

ymn, "Trust and Obey." The Spiritual man has:

cording to John 14:21, Obedience A. Fullness of joy.

nd results in Christ revealing Him- B. The knowledge that God is light, and he does not need to walk in

darkness.
C. Consistent fellowship with Christ.
D. Immediate and continual forgiveness of sin.

ot seek an experience; seek rather
, to be obedient to Him and His Word.

I's power is available to you moment S
ngs as an expression of your faith. i Fruitful witness Love
8:28 and I Thessalonians 5:18, X for Christ Joy
aflict. SPIRITUAL Erayer Life Peace
e £ )
very real adversary (I Peter 5:8,9; MAN thl;n%/g;rdor Patience
. : Kindness
bed to God Christ-
tions will mislead you (I John 2:15-17). Shcdiense i e Controlled @hcdnass
;gdom of God, and his righteousness; Self-control Life
1 be added unto you (Matthew 6:33). Gentleness Faithfulness
: flesh and the Spirit continues
et A
Ll II. MOST CHRISTIANS DO NOT EXPERIENCE THE ABUNDANT AND
il nature within us is against God; FRUITFUL LIFE, Romans 7:15-24; 8:7,

I's laws and it never will (Romans 8:7;
The Carnal man has:

A. Up and down spiritual experiences.

B. Difficulty understanding himself; wants to do what is right,
but can't.

C. No power to do those things which he knows that God wants
him to do, i.e. pray, witness, love others, etc.

d. We are to present our members N. A sinful nature which is disobedient to God.

nen temptations continue. There is
:mptation. But do not dwell on these
sorb your thoughts and control your



_I.

Natural Man Carnal Man

SEiritual Man

Ego-centric; self-sufficient; Christ is in control Ego is back on the

in control of his own life. of the life.

throne of the life.

Which one of these three kinds of people do you feel represents you?

6 Should the person state that he is described by theNatural man, explain

the Four Spiritual Laws.

® Should the person state that he is described by the Spiritual man, sug-
gest that you would like to share the following information with him in
the event he may wish to share it with others.

e Should the person indicate that he is a Carnal man, proceed with the
following:

In Ephesians 5:18, God commands every Christian to be filled with the
Holy Spirit. Not to be filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit is an act
of disobedience, and therefore sin.

Would you like to know how you can be filled with the Holy Spirit right
now?

(When the response is positive, proceed with the following.)

"First of all, I would like to explain that you should not seek nor expect
an ecstatic feeling, though according to the promise of John 14:21, Jesus
said that He would manifest Himself to those who keep His command-
ments., Rather, the basis for this wonderful new relationship with God
is faith in the fact of God's Word.

Matthew 4:19).
6. We can pray to God and have our
14:14; I John 5:14,15).
7. We can do all things through Chri
ing to our every need (Phil. 4:13).
8. God promises to give us wisdom -
9. We are recipients of God's love (:
10, God will keep us from falling (Juc

E. Summary Thoughts on How to Walk in

1, Having grieved or quenched the S
daily walk, the power of God can
following this formula:

a. Confess your sin, whatever it
I John 1:9.

b. Thank God that He has forgive
an expression of faith.

c. Thank God that you are filled :
(Confession plus faith equals f
Faith pleases God).

d. Thank the Lord Jesus Christ f
and to save the lost' throughy

e. Expect the Lord to direct you:
to men whom He has already

f. Expect God to draw those who
Himself through you.

2. Make it your daily practice to sp
Word, because you want to have
Memorize meaningful verses and

a. Learn to abide in Christ accoa
b. Meditate on and obey the admc



" "Commit, " "Rest. "

2fore. Feast on God's Word

Your subconscious mind will How To Pre s e nt
tight., Each morning as you

; Lordship and control of your

I belong to you. Walk around ','h e M in isfry (o) f

¢ your thoughts.

with your love. e o
your Word. Th H 'y sp '
ur will, e o ' r '
:o do anything you wish through me.

oday with whom you would have ° °
To Individuals

atient, irritable, jealous, during

W oot

on walking in the light,
cury of reminding or defeating
aappened in the past. Look only an d G ro ups
ry.
ults in filling. You are not filled
filled by faith and by appropriating
g God, you demonstrate faith.
ng you. by
ing you.
you afresh,
Christ now has unhindered Bill Br |ght
ving His life through you.
Christ who came to '"seek
now seek and save the lost

racles which He will perform
ince with His promise in John 14:12.
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l. Psa. 55:8
&uL*FTh It is reniered "air" cnce
e h 41:16 '
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1. Ezek. 1:4 -
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Ex. 30:38
Lev. 26:31
Deut. 4:28
Tsa. 115:6
. Ancs 5:21
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1. Job 39:25 :
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l. Gen. 8:21; 27:27 :
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i, Isa..ll 3
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(1) THE SPIRIT OF #aN

"The spirit shall roturn unto God who gave
it"  Eccl. 12:7. :

In our study tcgother, we plan to give the
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nre rendzred cw*“ld-in cur sronsiaticnia
(1) ruach end (2] neshomah in the 01d Testa-
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1. "god 13 & spirit
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. Israel’s Millennial Leaders.

Christ, her great King. Luke 1:33.

David, king under Christ. Ezek. 37:24, 25;
34:23, 24; Jer. 30:9.

The twelve apostles. Matt. 19:28; Luke 22:
28-30; Isa. 1:26.

. Israel’s Inheritance.

She shall inherit Canaan forever, and fulfill
that part of the Abrahamic Covenant. Gen. 17:
7, 8; Ezek. 37:25; 28:25, 26; 47:13-48:29;
Jer. 30:3.

. Israel Will Help Lead Earth’s Heathen to God.
Zech. 8:23; Isa. 60:3; 61:6; 62:2; 66:21;
Mal. 3:3; Ezek. 44:15-23.

. Israel, God’s Example Nation.

Israel will show all nations, by the way God
deals with her and her reactions to God’s
dealings, how all nations may come to God in
the reign of Christ. Ezek. 36:23; 37:28; 38:
23; 39:21-23.

She will be a blessing to the world. Rom. 11:
12, 15.

She will be the leading nation in the millen-

— O 19

Lesson Three
ISRAEL'S PART IN THE MILLENNIUM

AlIM: To show that Israel will accept Christ, be cleansed,

inherit Canaan forever, and help lead earth's heathen to God.

1. Israel Shall Understand, When. Jesus Comes,

That She Crucified Her Messiah.

The remnant of Israel, that comes through the
time of Jacob’s trouble, shall see Christ when
He comes. Jer. 30:7, 11; Zech. 13:8, 9, 6; 12:
10; Rev. 1:7; Mark 14:62.

Realizing their mistake in killing Him, Israel
will repent and mourn. Zech. 12:10-14; Jer.
31:7-9; Ezek. 20:42, 43.

2. The Rest of Israel Shall Be Regathered from

the Nations to Palestine, Shall Repent, and All
Israel Shall Be Cleansed Together.

Israel shall be regathered to Palestine the sec-
ond time, when Jesus comes. Np one will be
left behind. Isa. 11:10-13; 27:12, 13; Jer. 16:
14, 15; 23:3-8; 29:14; 32:37; 33:34-36;
Ezek. 34:11-31; 39:28; Amos 9:15.

She will be cleansed from her sins in Palestine.
Zech. 13:1; Ezek. 36:24-28; 37:23; Jer. 33:
6-9; Rom. 11:25-27.

A new covenant will be made with Israel. Jer.
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Ezekiel’s continuous vision of chapters 40-483

_is presented to us as a tour. First he and the

angel see the outer wall (40:5; see 42:15-20).

" Then they come to the eastern gate (40:6-16),
- with its 7 steps, and enter the great building.

Inside they see the outer court and its chambers
(40:17-26), and walk around to see the north
gate and south gate. Finally they go through
an inner gate (or door) into the inner court,
where they see the altar (40:27-47) and the
temple itself (40:48-41:26). Ezekiel gives
many more details in the remaining chapters.

. The River of Life, and the Trees of Life.

- Out.of the temple will run a river of water of

life (EBzek. 47:1-12; Rev. 22:1, 2). Wherever
its waters come, healing will take place. Half
of it shall flow into the Dead Sea, half into
the Mediterranean (Zech. 14:10). On each
side of this river there will be the trees of life
for “meat,” for “medicine,” and for “the heal-
ing of the nations.” The river of life, and the
trees of life, then will bring life to the nations

. of earth, and perhaps cause them to live 100

years without sickness. Isa. 65:20; 34:24.
4

1. The Heathen will be Christs Mujennial In-

heritance. They Shall Be His. He Has in Mind
to Accomplish a Great Work of Salvation
Among Them During the Millennium.

The heathen shall be His when He comes.
Psa. 2:7, 8.

When He comes, His “work” shall be before
Him. Isa. 40:10; 62:11. A great part of this
work will be with the nations.

. Christ's Work with the Nations.

Judge, rebuke many. Isa. 2:4; Micah 4:3.
Teach them of God’s ways. Isa. 2:3; 11:9.
Teach them to worship God. Rev. 14:6, 7.
Teach them peace, and all rightecusness. Isa.
2:4; 32:17.

Rule over them, executing judgment and jus-
tice. Zech. 6:13; Jer. 23:5;'33:15; Rev. 19:15.

. How the Nations of the World Shall Respond.

They shall walé in His ‘ways. Isa: 2:3.
They shall seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusa-
lem. Zech. 8:21, 22.

2



" They shall pray before Him. Zech. 8:21, 22.

They shall worship before God. Isa. 66:23;
Zech. 14:16.

They shall fall down and serve Christ. Psa.
72:11; Dan. 7:14, 27; Psa. 2:10-12.

They shall not walk any more after the imag-
ination of their evil heart. Jer. 3:17.

They shall bring their glory and honor to
Him. Rev. 21:26.

All people shall know Him. Isa. 11:9; Hab.
2:14; Num. 14:21.

The nations who will not obey Him shall be
punished; some will even be destroyed. Zech.

14:16-19; Isa. 60:12; Psa. 2:12.

. The Reward for the Nations.

Healed. Rev. 22:2. Medicine. Ezek. 47:12.
Saved. Rev. 21:24; Psa. 72:13.

Become God’s people. Zech. 2:10, 11.
Blessed. Gal. 3:8; Psa. 72:17.

Rewarded. Rev. 11:18.

Life, sometime. “There shall be no more death.”

. The Final Testing of the Nations. Rev. 20:7-9.

Some nations, after the 1000 years are over,
shall rebel. But they shall be destroyed.

Lesson Two

THE MILLENNIAL TEMPLE, CHURCHHOUSE FOR
THE WORLD, WITH ITS RIVER OF LIFE,
BORDERED BY TREES OF LIFE

AIM: To show that Jesus will build a marvelous temple

north of Jerusalem on a mountain, where all peoples may
come to learn of God and worship God.

1. The Millennial Temple Foretold, and Its Pur-

pose.

The Temple of God that shall be built in the
millennium is described in great detail in
Ezekiel, chapters 40-48. Notice 41:1, 13, 20-
23; 44:4, 5; 45:1-4; 47:1.

Isaiah explains the purpose of it. Isa. 56:7.
“Mine house shall be called an house of prayer
for all people.”

Zechariah 6:12, 13 shows that Jesus will be
the One to build this temple. “The BRANCH
. . . he shall build the temple of the LoRp.”

This temple is spoken of as “the house of the
Lorp.” Zech. 14:20, 21; Micah 4:1, 2; Isa.
2:2, 3. It is called “the latter house” in Haggai
2:69.

. This Temple Is to Be Built on the Mountain

of the LORD.

A great physical change shall take place in
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Psa. 2:6. This will fulfill the Davidic Covenant,
that David’s son should sit on David’s throne
and rule Israel and all nations forever. 2 Sam.
7:12-16; Jer. 33:14-21; Luke 1:30-33; Psa.
72:8-11.

Thus Jesus, being King of kings, Lord of the
earth, will establish God’s Kingdom over the
earth, and all kingdoms of earth will become
His dominions. Rev. 11:15; Dan. 2:44; 7:13,
14, 27.

Jesus' people, saved at His coming, shall be
kings and priests under Jesus in His Kingdom,
and shall reign on the earth. Rev. 20:6; 5:9,
10; 3:21; 2:26, 27; Psa. 149:5-9; 2 Tim. 2:12.

Thus, God’s Kingdom will be established, a
Kingdom designed to cause all earth to see and
know God’s glory, a Kingdom in which God’s
will shall be done throughout earth. Matt. 6:
10; Num. 14:21; Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14.

ot the Lord.

Those in the Resurrection to Life (which in-
cludes all the faithful of all generations). Rev.
20:6; Heb. 11:35; Dan. 12:2; Acts 24:15;
John 5:28, 29; Isa. 26:19; Job 14:14, 15.

Many nations, during millennium. Acts 15:17,
18; Zech. 2:11; Rev. 21:24.

. Christ Will Put Down Evil, and Restore Right-

eousness and Peace to Earth.

He will overcome evil. 1 Cor. 15:24, 25; Matt.
13:41, 42; Rev. 20:1-3; Heb. 2:14; Jer. 3:17.

He will restore righteousness, and peace will
come as a result. Isa. 11:1-4; Jer. 23:5, 6; Isa.
32:15-17; Acts 3:21.

A new covenant of peace shall be made be-
tween animals and man, to counteract covenant
of “fear” of Gen. 9:2. Hos. 2:18; Isa. 11:6-9;
65:25.

Peace shall exist between man and man. Isa.

2:4.

There shall be peace between man and God.
Matt. 6:10; Dan. 7:27.

11



3. Christ Shall Restore Health and Long Life. Isa. MILLENNIAL PROPHECY

33:24; 35:5, 6; 65320,

4. Christ's New Economic System for Earth. He . Lesson One
Shall Restore Agriculture and Bulldmg As JESUS, SAVIOUR OF HIS PEOPLE, AND
Earth’s Main Occupations. CONQUEROR OF THE WORLD

_AIM: To show that the people of Jesus will be saved at His

coming, and how the kingdoms of this world will become
the dominions of Christ when the Kingdom of God is
established.

Continuous growing season. Amos 9:13.
Curse removed; earth to produce bountifully.
Psa. 72:16.

Many people to till the soil, do orchard work,

build houses. Isa. 2:4; 65:21-23. 1.* Jesus ithe, Savionz

All will have plenty. This time of plenty, like
peace, will automatically follow when right-
eousness is established.

. The Final Judgment.

Christ shall resurrect the “rest of the dead,”
judge them, and burn up the wicked forever
in the Lake of Fire (Hell Fire). Rev. 20:5,
12-15; John 5:28, 29; Dan. 12:2; Rev. 21:8;
Mal. 3:3; Isa. 66:24; Matt. 3:12; 7:13, 14;
John 3:16, 33.

. All Enemies, Even Death, Conquered. 1 Cor.
15:26.

Then, with all things perfect, Almighty God
will descend from heaven to dwell among men,
and Tesus His Son shall turn the perfect King-

Our hope is that when Jesus comes, we will
be “gathered together unto him.” 2 Thess. 2:1;
1 Thess. 4:16, 17; John 14:3.

Then our mortal bodies will be made immortal.
Phil. 3:20, 21; 2 Cor. 5:4; 1 Cor. 15:49-54.
The promised eternal life shall surge through
the bodies of His people, and will continue to
do so forever. 1 John 2:25; Mark 10:30; Rom.
8:11.

Then, we shall be like Him. 1 John 3:2; Rom.
6:5; Rev. 2:10; Titus 1:2 compared with 2
Tim. 4:7, 8.

Then, the people of Jesus will have resz. Heb.
4:9; 2 Thess. 1:6, 7; Micah 4:4.

2. Jesus, Conqueror of the World.
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THE IOILLENNIAL TEMPLE
Its Location, Its Plan, Its Purpose
Ezekiel 4048

"y housé shall be celled an house of prayer for all people™

ISRAEL'S MILLENNTAL INHERITAMNCE

Egeklel 4T7:13-21; 48:1~-29., From Hamath, 160 miles north
of Jerusalem to Kadesh, 80 miles south of Jerusalem.
North side: From the llediterranean to Hamath,
¥ast side: Damascus, "the land of Israel by Jorden,"
the Dead Sea.
South eides Xadesh Barmea.
West side: 1lediterransan Sea.

7 tridbes on the north, 5 tribes on the south of The Holy
Oblation, each approximately 17 mliles north to south. The Holy
Oblation, 34 miles on each side, using the cubit for buildings
of 14.4 inches. On the west side and east side of Oblation--
the prince's portion--Ezek. 45:7; 48:21.
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THE }ILLENNIAL TELPLE FORTTOLD

Just as God gave ljoses the pattern for the Tabernacle (Ex.
25:8-9); and David the pattern for Solomon's Temple (1 Chron.
28:10-13); He rave Ezekiel the pattern for a literal future
temple %Ezek. 1 and 43:10~11).

Ezekiel's Sanctuary and Temple within will be a real and
literal group of walls, gates, and buildings to be constructed
in Palestine during the I1dllenmnium. Ezekiel 40-48.

- Passages in Ezekiel that bring this out are as follows:

Ezek. 37:26,27,28. 1y sanctuary. Iy tabernacle.
~ 41:1. He brought me to the temple.

41:13. So he measured the house.

41:20-23. The temple.

44:4-5, The house of the LORD.

45:3~4, In it shall be the sanctuary.

46:24, The ministers of the house,

47:1. The threshold of the house.

This same Sanctuary and House (Temple) are spoken of by
other prophets: ;

Hagpad 2:6-9. I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD.
: The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of
the former, saith the LORD of hosts; and in this place will
I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.
Isailah 4:4-6. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in
A daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge...
56:¢7. 1dne house shall be called an house of prayer for
ell people.
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extends around to the North Gate and around to the South Gate.
And this is the tour Ezekiel and the angel take, first to the
North Gate, through this Outer Court, then to the South Gate.
They notice both the North and South Gates are exactly the same
as the Fast Gate.

They also notice 30 chambers on the pavement of the Outer
Court.

THZ INIER COURT, TABLES, AND ALTAR
40; 27-47

After the angel turns around from the South Gate in the
Outer Court, he sees a Gate in the Inner Court wall right oppo-
site, They go up eight steps, pass through the Gate and enter
the Inner Court.

‘Then they walk across the Inner Court to the Gate on the
east, then over to the Gate on the north., They see that these
three Gates to the Inner Court are exactly the same as the three
Gates to the Outer Court, except the Inner Court Gates have eight
stens.

While at this north gate, Ezekliel sees eight tables, four
on the outside and four on the inside. They are tables where the
sacrifices are to be killed,

He also sees the chambers for the priest~singers.

Then the angel measures this Inner Court, 100 cubits long,
and 100 cubits wide.

Ezekiel notices the Altar, 12 cubits square, with its steps.
It is the altar of burnt offerings. 43:13-18.
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faithful to Ged's anointed. David, in the rebellion of Absalom.
43:19-27; 44:15-31.

Thelr duties will be to minlster in the Temple and in the
Immer Court. Certain chambere are set aside for them. 42:1-14,
Certain laws will govern them.

The lesser priests are called Levites. 44:10-14, They are
not permitied inside the Inner Court or Temple. They wlll slay
the sacrifices and be §ate~keepers.

. These millennial "priests and Levites" are spoken of else-

vhere.

Isaiah 66:21. And I will also take of them for priests and Le-
vites, saith the LORD.

inlachl 3:3. And he shall purify the sons of Levl, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer wmto the LORD
an offcrin§ in righteousness.,

The Priests'! Portion of the Holy Oblation will be "a place
for their houses, " besides conteining the Sanctuary. 45:4,

The Levites Portion is also aoly, and not to be sold, but
to be Lkept as a oossmabion. 4545; 40:13-14,

There will be o daily "morning sacrifice." 46:13-15. The
offerinﬁs arc mentionpd in 45317 as "burnt," "meat," "drink,"

"sin," mnd "peace," Also, feasts, new moons, Sabbaths, and solemi-
ties of Israel are mentioned.

Thesc offerings are to bring "reconciliation" to the house
of Israel.

Two Feasts are mentioned' Pgssgver-—Ezek. 45:21-24,

Tl B B iok b I % . i - _a_ L N N
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A place where all people shell come and see God!s glory.
Isa, 66:18, Izek. 39:21.° The temple will provide a ' dwell-
ing vlace for @God's glory, and that glory, of course, will
be seen in Christ and His peopnle,

Teach people the difference between holy and profane; un-
clean and clean, Izek. 44:23, Isa. 2:2-4,

A fountain for sin and uncleanness shall be opened for
Israel and all the world, to bring about the conversion
of Israel~-Zech. 13:1; Ezelr. 36:21-380; 39:22«29; and the
conversion of the nations-~Zech. 2:10-12; Psa. T2:11;

Dan. T:14., :

The Temple's river of life will provide healing for the Dead
Sea and all sslt water, and the tree of life on its banks
will provide food and healing for the nations. 47:1-12.

Aeplace where the people can gather to worshlp God. Zech.

The Temple will be & house of prayer for all people. Isa,
56:7; intt. 21213,

The leaning of the Sacrifices-~to teach all people that
there i1s no cleansing without Christ, the Godegliven sac~
rifiece., Jesus Christ, slain from the foundatlon of the
world (Rev. 13:3), provides salvation for 0ld Testament
saints as well as for this llew Testcoment age. And the
point the Holy Oblation brings out is that Christ's sacri-
fiee of long ago will yet bring salvation to many families
of the earth in the millemnium. Christ s8till has a great
vart to nlav in the redemntion aof nen 4n the thanaand vean
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LOCATION OF THE SANCTUARY

Generally speaking, the Sanctuary will be located in the
heart of Palestine.

In relation to the twelve tribes of Israel, the Sanctuary
will be between the seven northern portions, and the five south-
ern portions. Ezek. 48.

In relation to the Holy Oblation, the Sanctuary will be
located "in the midst"™ of the Priests' Portion, and "in the midst”
of the entire oblation. Ezek. 48:8,21,10.

In relation to millennial Jerlqalem, the Sanctuary will be
located some ten miles north of it. Ezek, 45. 48.

THE IIOUNTAIN OF THT LORD

We have seen the millennlal inheritance of the twelve tribes
of Israel, Ve hawve seen the Holy Oblation, the divinely appointed
center of earth's worship and government. Now, before we come +to
the Sanctuary itself, let us also see the great llountaln on which
the Sanctuary and City, at least, will be built. It is possidble
that the entire oblation will be located upon this great mountain.

That there will be such a ﬁreat mountain is very clear. ‘e '
realize that the term "mountain" 1is used symbolically in places
such as Dan. 2:35; Isa. 2:14, ete. But the word "mountain™ is
also used literally many times, and vhen it is used in connection

trith the millennial Sanctuary and City, a literal mountain is
nleavrliv indicated.
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Strange; isn't it, that the Holy Oblation should be 34
miles square, and this "lifted up" area, or mountain, shall be
36 miles long? It is possible that the entire Holy Oblation
Wwlill rest upon this mountaln. At least we are assured that the
Banctuary and Jexrusalem shall be upon this mountain. The above.
verses and many others show this,

THE SANCTUARY ITSELF

Ezekiel, ehapters 40 through 48, is a continuous vision
of many things, given him by god. The vision includes the Sanct-
uary with all its measurements, priests, and offerings; the re-
turn of the glory of God to the holy mountain; the holy mountalin;
the river of water of 1life; the inheritance of the twelve trilbes
of Israel; and the City.

Thls is presented to us as a tour. The reader of these
chapters is invited to accompany Ezekiel and the angel on thelr
little Journey., TFirst they see this. Then they see that, And
thus 1t goes throuch these nine chapters. Ve can trace their tour
28 1t begins in chapter 40.

First, God brought EFzekiel by vision into the land of Israel and
get him dowvn uvon a very high mountain, on which there seemed to be
a city on the south, 40:2. %What looks like a city is really the
sanctuary, with all its walls, gates, arches, courts, and buildings.

The angel is mentioned, then, and he has two instruments for
measuring in his hand--a line (for longz measurements), and a reed

R s e L L AT SO e s T ]



Mid-Winter Ministerial COnfqrence 1960
The NOITHERN CONFEDERACY of Ezekiel 38 and 39

Our assignment concerns the inyasion of Israel at the time of
the end by a great northern power. %e are to study the nations
making up the confederacy, when the invasion will come, and how
this force will be related to the Beast and his force in the end.

Let us begin by noticing what the Bible says about the tribes
that will make up this ungodly end-time confederacy.

THE DESCENDANTS OF JAPHETH
Eldest son of Noah

"By these were the ieles of the Gentilee divided in their lands"
Gen. 1032“'5

The promise of @God to Japheth was: "God shall enlarge Japh-
eth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem." Gen. 9:27.
These sons were born to Japheth after the flood.

GOMER., Fldest son of Japheth, father of Togarmah.

This people, Gomer, is mentioned in Ezek. 38:6 as dbeing with
Gog (whom @God is against, Ezek. 38:3) in the end time, "Gomer
and all his bands" refers to several tribes of people with Gomer
as head. Q@omer will give his strength to Gog at the end of the
world.

ARA AN SanAnd ann A€ Tarhhadl
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GOG. Unknown chilef prince of the Northern Confederacy.
- Jehovah will be against him and he will dle in Israel, Ezek.
38:2,3; 39:1.,

He will be the mastermind behind the lnvasion of Palestine,
and the one to think the evil thought of spoiling Israel. 38:8~12.

He will notice that Israel 1s dwelling safely. 38:14.

Jehovah will use Gog's wickedness and punishment of death
to teach the heathen to fear Him. 38:16.

Jehovah prophesied of Gog and his horde "in old time" by the
prophets of Israel. 38:17.

When Gog comes agalnst Israel, Jehovah will bring an earth-
quake, pestilence and blood, rain, hall, fire and brimstone upon
Gog and his bands. 38:18-23.

Gog is mentioned by name nine times in Ezekiel 38 and 39.

SHEBA AND DEDAN. Ham, Cush, Raamah, Sheba and Dedan.

Greal grandsons of Ham. Gen. 10:6+7.

The queen of Sheba came to Solomon.

Whereas the Bible shows that the people of Sheba shall serve
christ in the millennium (Psa. 72:10,15; Isa. 60:6), the prophecy
of Dedan (linked with Edom) is that "they shall fall by the sword."
Ezek. 25: 130

Ezeklel 38:13 shows three peoples concerned with Gog's taking
a spoll 1in Palestine: Tarshish, Sheba, and Dedan.

WHO ARE THESE®?
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PERSTA
Ezek. 38:5
"Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them (}agog)"

Persia, anciently called Flam, but now called Iran, will
be joined to the Soviet Confederacy before the end of the world.

More than one third of the country 1s desert. There are few
rivers. The principal cities are large oases. Most of the twenty
million people are Mohammedans. The Persian language is spoken.
Farming 18 the chlef occupation.

Iran 18 the fourth largest o0il producing country in the
world. The largest oll field 1ls about 150 miles north of the
head of the Persgian Gulf. The oil is piped to Abadan, where there
is one of the largest o0il reflneries in the world.

Trade routes to the east have passed through Iran for many
centuries,

Prophecy

There are 3 prophecles concerning Iran that are of importance
to the Bible student.

Ezek. 38:5. Iran will be on Russla's side when Russia goes
down into estine. The descendants of the Perslans, who once
ruled the world including Israel, will in the time of the end,
come against Israel agaln, but then as vassals of the great power,

the King of the North, Let us be on the lookout for the conquest
of JIran by Communism.

Rev. 16:12. The kings of the east will)have to pass through
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the Iranian oil wells produce 5300 barrels a day, these Libyan
wells produce 45,000 barrels a day--U. S. News and World Report,
Aug. 17, 1959. Russia will be interested in this oil. She will
be interested in "spoils" from Persia, Libya, and Israel. With
Ethiopia on her side, she can control the King of the South, who
is head of the Arab nations today.

Prophecy

1. Ezek. 38:5. Ethiopia, who once sent an army of one million
men against Israel (2 Chron. 14:9), will once
again, in the end of the world, be against Israel,
on the Soviet side. Libya will be with her,

Daniel 11:43. The Libyans and Zthiopians shall obey the King
of the North in the end time, just before Christ
comes .,

2. 2Z2eph. 2:12, The Ethiopians shall be slain with the sword in
the day of God's anger.
Ezek. 30:1-5,9. In the day of the Lord, messengers shall go
forth from God in ships to make the careless
Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come
upon them. Ethiopia and Libya shall fall by the
sword ,

3. Psa. 68:31, Ethiopia 8hall soon stretch out hands unto God.
Isa, 45:14. Ethiopia subdued, will worship God, See Zech.

- N~ falcd
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Egypt's troubles will finally cause her to turn to God.
Isa. 19:22. After the 40 year desolation, God will gather the
Egyptians He has scattered and bring them back into their land.
Ezek. 29:13-16., They will know God, and shall be the 1/3 with
Israel and Assyria. A highway shall run from Egypt to Assyria.
Isa. 19:23~25.

Though Egypt faces national ruin because of her wickedness,
and will have no rain for a period after Christ comes (Zech. 14:
17-19), the remnant will eventually be saved when they turn to God.

"OUT OF THE NORTH PARTS"

There are several prophecies that show that Israel's latter
day enemy will come from the north.

Ezek. 38:6. The house of Togarmah of the north quarters.

Ezek., 38:15. Thou shalt come from thy place out of the north
parts.

Ezek. 39:2. I...will cause thee to come up from the north parts,
and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel.

Dan. 11:40., There will be a King of the North in power at the
time of the end.

Joel 2:20. This seems to be a prophecy concerning the same power
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Micah 5:5~6. The second verse speaks of Christ coming out of Beth-
lehem, and that He is to be ruler in Israel. '"This man"
shall be the peace when the Assyrian shall come 1nto
Israel. "He shall deliver us from the Assyrian." We
understand that Christ will destroy the power of Russia
when He comes.

Zeph., 2313. It is very possible that this verse uses the name
Assyria for the last-day northern power, since chap.
1,2,3 speak of the Day of the Lord, when He shall
gather the nations to pour out on them His anger.

Perhaps Isa. 14:25,31 refers to this same idea. The prophecy con-
cerns the King of Babylon primarily, but may very well
have a more comPlete fulfillment at the End, because of
the meaning of Assyrla in the above verses.

THE TIME OF THE INVASION

We are not left in doubt as to when the northern horde shall
descend on Israel, It shall be in the "latter years"--Ezek. 38:8,
Later, we are told "it shall be in the latter days"--Ezek. 38:16.

This invasion will immediately be followed by .God's wrath
upon the earth, when the great earthquake shall occur, and pesti-
lence, blood, rain, hail, fire and brimstone shall rain down upon
Gog,s his armies, and all the armies gathered to fight against Jeru-
salem. Ezek. 38 18-39: 21. This same picture is seen in zech. 14.

a v Ao A e -~ L — B - ot
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with blood, Rev. 14:18-20 is a picture of a great stream of blood
200 miles long and as deep as the horses' bridles.

Rain

Not enough to cover the earth, but floods to hamper the
movements of Gog and his army, "an overflowing rain."

Hail

"Great hailstones." Rev. 16:21 mentions future hailstones
of the welght of a talent.

Fire and Brimstone

The citles of Sodom and Gomorrha were cut short by fire and
brimstone, an example for those who should after live ungodly.

We would not be surprized if this does not refer to the lake
of fire and brimstone judgment and destruction that shall occur
at Christ's immediate coming. Rev, 19:20. 2 Thess. 1:7-~10. TIsa.
34:9. Psa. 11:6. Of course we 211 recognize that the fire and
brimstone Judgment and destruction of the dead wicked shall take
place after Christ!s 1000 year reign, but what of these living
wicked? They will be visited with "fire and brimstone."

THE DEATH OF THE NORTHERN ARMY
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ANOTHER GRFAT POWER

Daniel 7:23-26 shows 11 kings coming out of the fourth
kingdom, the last speaking great words against God and wearing
out God's people for 33 years., This is a different power from
the Northern Army.

Revelation 17:12-18 prophesies of ten kings yet to come that
shall make war with the Lamb. They shall be overcome.

But that should be the subject matter of another paper. Ours
deals with Ezekiel 38-39, a different power entirely.

THE END-TIME PICTURE
as we see it

All nations shall gather at Jerusalem prepared for battle.
Zech. 14. (But the only real action will be Russia's invasion
of Israel. Several different forces in the earth at the end will
be gathered to Jehoshaphat for judgment.

Russia will invade JIsrael. Ezek. 38-39.

The armies of the Kings of the Fast will come. Rev., 16:12.

The PBeast's armies will be there. Zech, 14, Rev. 19:19.

The people of the King of the South will be there (Egypt,
Arabs). Dan. 11:40. Zech. 14:2.

Christ will come. Rev. 19:11-21.

The Beast and all kings of the earth will unite to fight
Christ. Rev. 19:19.

They shall all be destroved. Russia will fall dead in Is-
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CAUSCH OF GOD VIEW O NMTAL HELGN OF CHRIST

presented to thm h¢[ s 1al Conference

Fmory L. llacy

The theory of post-millennialism 1s to Say that Christ will not
i uabll the close of the millennium.,

Fost-millennialism is non-miliermialism because 1t deﬁies the 1000
yaar reign of Christ,

Non-millennialism disregards or little regards thu vision of John
the Revolator, when he. ‘saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg-
1t was given unto them: and I saw the soculs of thom that wére heheaded
or the witness of uesun, and for the word of God, &nd which had not

warshipped the beast, Jther his image, neither had received his mark
s thelr foreheads or in their handsy .ond they lived and reigned with
st a thousand vears? (nov. 20:4), "They shall be pricsts of God
of Christ, m d shalli reign with him & thousand years' (20°6)
Ton-millennialism spiritualizes the_PC1gn of Chirist and makes Him a
falivure in the mission that God has for #im to do in bringing about

ce and righteousncss upon the earth; and 1t belittles the power of
frist to subduec His enomios,

“on-m:ilonnlal sm spiritualizes the resurrection of the saints and
5373 We Aarec walscd in tire first resurrcction at thc time of baptism,.
Yon-=mitlennialism spiritunlizes the church and cclls the church the



LR w2 fheal 2 Tew of tho wuatesmen s wWnleck Wowoandlionniali
cruve tiielr wroetrine,

’ The literal fnsecpretation of the s hures 80 rlain that no
Jible«governed_" . can impwove the 14 vretation § w8ing the a-
nhove method. i z this fiest, Lot i ox ey—-3cripture is
o any privats roretation. For Mpronhisey came nof in old time by
ihe will of mans but noly mer: of Cod smawa as.thev were moved by the
Holy Ghost" (Il 7 220,210, ) T

LOOKING POR A LITERAT XiN4DOM

The literal fulfill o tha words of fthe prophets has alwavs
been the hope of faracl, and it was never o'cﬁrﬁ7od in the mindz of the
»ioua Jazws in the time of Jesus. Jesus went spoub, dsily, healing the
ci1< and preaching the g0spok .af. the coming kingdom age. His miracles
worae So prove Hig Messiahship; His teacnirgys-vo pwensre the people for
the Kingdoum, ' ' ‘

Whern the question arose, among the multitude that followed Him,
whether Jesus was the Christ, they already understood "That Christ
cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where
“avid was?" (John 7:42)., They only kncw Jesus as the man from Galilee

and"out of Galilce ariseth no prophet" (7:52), Therc werc right in
“i%ir understanding of the words of God spoken thru the prophets, but
vzav failed to. sbe Jesus as the Christ, ;

Jome timc ago in central Texas, two Biblc students were discussing
1. Relgn of Chirist. One said, the Jews in the time of Christ were
wx< the modern millennialists, they werce wrong in thelr cxpect-
aiion of a lite kingdom. The other answercd, 'Don't talk too loud

Tov the Lord m¢gﬁb be llsccnlng. He was the one who told thc prophets

B - P 24 e A B o Aol o~ T e -~ mcmmn o~ am 2 de E Tm e m mmm o~ L R P My = i} S ————




s physical 20T ol Gk I in :very detail of the
cnrch,  Paul’ wrier YThis 1s s grent wmystery: but I speak concerning
1st and the" church® : ; . gives the lesson that the
church is a bride »eing loved snd - 2y the groom "that he might

Present it to h“ﬁ%e"f a glorious chuvzh. wned having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing® i The ~lhurat . hhd" s 1 mqkjn or "may grow up
into him in all which 1s 526 hend. sven Gaviapt!h (42 18%s

EE FOUFDATION (F THE Cu’il

Jesus said, ""Thou art Peter, and unon tihls roek I will build my
cnurch,™ The church which Jesus called his chiursh is the same one Paul
called "God'!s building, and the foundation for that church is the rock,.
iTherefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a found-
ation a stonec, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a surec foundation:
he that believeth shall not make haste" (Isa, 28:16), Paul writes, "For
cther foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ'
(I €or, 3:11), Peter, who was somcwhat puzzled when Jesus said, "Upon
this rock I will build my c¢kurch® on the Day of Pentecost said '"This is
the stone which was set at naught of you builders, which is become the
head of the corner" (Acts 4:11
The church is being constructed of stones, Jecsus, being the chief
corner stone; and other stones, namely: prophcts, ‘apostles, disciples,
and followers of Jesus, when proporlv preparsd, will be placed in God's
building. "And are built upon the foundation of thc apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ himsclf being the chief corner stone; In whom yc also
are builded togcther for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph,.
2:20,22), "Ye¢ also, as livelv stones, arc built up a spiritual house,
an halsr nrinathnad. 6 nffar nn aniritunl sacrifices. acceptahle to God



N page 7

L erawor, 'ind when the day of FPentecost was fully come, ulsy
were all of one accord in one place. and suddun*J there oo
& sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and ‘1t £illcd
all tiae housc wherc they were sitting...and Wors ST Tl
cd with the loly Ghost and began to sposs wif her tenguscae
as tHe Spirit gave them utterance' (Acts tHor bhu
kingdom of God 1is not wmeat and drink,
peece, and joy in the Holv Ghost'! (Rom. 1 ne
kingdom of heaven is not in word, but in power? (I LOJ 1°0075,
"We shall receive power, aftcecr that tho Holy Ghost is coms
upon you' (Acts 1:8), This is too clcar %o nesd comment,
Fentccost is the time referred to when the kingdom in =11 its
glory-~the New Testament church in its orzanic form--wa

fully established,

"Paul testified to the. Colossian brethron that God 'hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son! (Col, 1:13),
This was not a nmatter of cxpectation or anticipation of some-
thing to be reccived and enjoyed in the fuiture millennial age,
but right now in uhlS vresent world be instructed saved people
to walk worthy of God who hath-called you unto his: k*nﬁdow

and gloPV' (I Thoss 2:12), Thank God, tﬂ‘s is a pPrescnt cxper-
iencc. Tic very thlig millennialists arc look 1ng for in a

future .gc, the saints now enjoy in this Lidt and. best dispon-
sation of time. The kingdom of God 1s hbro.

I have sclectod from seven books and pamphlets on my desk, the best
discusgion on the subject that I am able to find., I have tried to be
fair in my prescntation of the view but I wish to annalize carefully
sorie of the stétcmonts made in the quotﬁ%ion.

Plcase note 1) "Prossing into the kingdom'" - - :
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e Ueone Of David, and upon his kKingdon, to order it, &nd tu esietll
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ith judgment and' with justice from henceforth even for ever'(Isc.d:®

Sidl B & K

He shall judge in righteousness:

"He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove afser
#ha hearing of his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor,
.3 reprove with equity for the meek of the carth: and he shall smite
v12 earth with the rod of his mouth, gnd with the breath of his lips
siiail he slay the wicked. And rightcousncss shall be the girdls of his
L 1.8, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins" (Isa, 11:3-5).

“Me'?hall judge thy people with rightcousncss, and thy poor with judg-
nent’! (Fs, 72:2). o

“"He shall judge the poor of th.o people, he shall save the childrcn of
the needy, and shall brcak in pictes tho opprossor™ (Ps. 72:4),

When the Messiah rcignst
"The woisi 8180 sall desi. with the lamb, snd the lecpard shail lie
2ovm witll the kid; eand the calf and the young lion and' the fatling to-
sether; and a littlc child shell lcad them" (Isza. 11:8).

When the Mossiah rcigns: -

"Mlany people. shall go and say, Come ve,, and lot us go up to the moun-
‘tain of The Lord, to:thc house of tlic Gvd of Jacobj.and hc will teach us
Af his ways, and we will walk in his pathis: for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jorusalcm, And he shall
judge among the nations, and shall rcbuke many pcople" (Isa, 2:3,4),

When the Messiah reigns: . W
TThev (nations) shell becat thieir swords into vlowsharcs. and their



Hedo B
i w0HED of hogtss; In those daygyf% snall come to pass, that ten men
»nail talke hold out of all languages of the nntions, even shall take
r21ld of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saving, ‘e will go with you: for
ws have heard that God is with you" (Zech. 8¢ 51~ 23)

'Lt shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations
"rinh come against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to vear to wor~
2im the King, the LORD of hosts, and to kecp the feast of tabernacles,
A0 3t shell be, that whoso will not come up of all the fomilies of the
~mhth unto Jeruselem to worship the Ring, thoe LORD of hosts, even upocn
im shall e no rain” (Zech, 14:16,1%).

L

Christ is to rule from Zion:

"For the Lord hath chiozen Zion; he hath dcsired it for his habitation'
(Fae 1L32%13),

"Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion" (Ps. 2:6).

"The city of David which is Zion™ (3 ¥eng, Bel)s

"The LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from honceforth, even
for ever' (Micah 4:7).

"The law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LOR" from Jeru-
salam’ (Micah 2:2),

"Saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and
the kingdom shall be tho LORD'!'s™ (Obadiah :21).

Saints arc to rule thc carth with Christ:
"Blessed are the meck: for they shall inherit the carth™ (Matt. 5:5).
HIL children, then heirs; hcirs cf God, and joint~hcirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that wo mmy be also glorified to-
gether” (Rom, 8:17),

UTP wrn anifPran (wit+h him) wa chall 2laa weaion with him!' (TT Tim. 2:12)






page 10
Jod's rc=estoblished kingdom docs not start until the Gentile
¥ingdoms arc brolken into piceccs,
Christ will not reign as King over thc earth:
"Until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled? (Luke 21:24),
Yo (Isracl) shall not sce me, until the time come when ye shall say,
™ sz2ses s he thot cometh in the name of the Lo»d" (Luke 13:35),
"nd ho shall sond Jesus Christ, which beforc was prcached unto you:
». the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of 2ll things
el God hath spoken by the mouthh of 211 his holy prophcts since the
woi1d began® (Acts 3:20,21)., '"Thon the LORD shall tnild up Zion, he
shall appear in his glory" (Pse 102:16),« "When the Son of men shall
com¢e in his'glorys" and all the qol" dngels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory® (h“tt. 25:31), Sce also, Lukc 19:12 and
dete 18ll,

Israel rcached hor heisght spiritually, politically, ond‘'cconomic~-
ally during thc rcign of David, Isracl has always longed to re-
live an age of pcacec, safety, and happiness under the -promiscd sccd of
Dovid, The throne of David will mot bo forgottcn, but siaall be rcmem-
berecd by the Lord, tnough David must die and eoventually Isracl will be
seatpered, 'Lt will remain in the plan of 'God likec the sun and moon are
ever before us, '

The throenc of David will be established for cver undcr the reign
of Chrigst:

"And when thy (Davidls) days be fulfillcd, and thou shalt slccp with
thy ' fothor, T will“sctup thy scsod after thoc, vwhich: shill pfoecced out
of thy bowels, ond: I-will uStqblluh his kingdom, Hc shall build an house
for my namec, and 1 will stablish thc thronc of his kingdom for cvir....
And this was yeot a small thing in thy sight, O 1ord .GOD; but thou h”st
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ne kingdom is at hand; it 1s pcar: °eek for i1t, look for it--it is
just ahead.” (page 73.)  On the da of pentecost "Every requirement
~f the New Kingdom wag fully met,

A careful study of the suggested text of Matt., 16:18,28, 1t will
show that the doctrine is based upon a false premise. "I say also unto
thee, That thou art Yeter, and upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it...Verily I say unto
you, There shall be some standing here, which shall not taste of death,
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.," The texts are not
about the same thing nor are the words, church and kingdom, synonymous,
Jesus said, #Upon this rock I will build my charch,” my called~out-
ones or the church that will follow me, The ™ "kingdom” of verse 28 has
no #eference to the same thing or time, , .

Jotice again in the above statement the word "kingdom' refers to
the Christ as head of the church as ruling over 1t with the authority
of a king. There is no text or statement in the scripture that says
the church is the enly people over which Christ will have the power to
rule; on the contrary, John writes "The kingdoms of this world are be-
como the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Thrist" (Rev. 11:15), ‘Ask
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thinc inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession (Ps, 2:8). "All
people, nations, and languages, should scrve him" (Dan. 7:14),

THE CHURCH OF GOD

The word "church" is translated from a gruek word ERLESIA which

means "the called out™ or "called out ones,'"
The Greek BEKLESIA is translated "church™ 112 times and "assemblv"
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ne kingdom is at hand; it is near; seek for it, look for it--1t is
sust ahead.” (page 73.,). On the da of pentecost "Every requirement
~f the New Kingdom was fully wmet.

A careful study of the suggested text of Matt, 16:18,28, it will
show that the doctrine is based upon a false premise, "I say also unto
thee, That thou art Yeter, and upon this rock I will build my. ehixnehs
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it...Verily I say unto
you, There shall be some standing here, which shall not taste of death,
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom," The texts are not
about the same thing nor are the words, church and klngdom, synonymous ,
Jesus said, #Upon this rock I will build my churcn, my called-out-
ones or the church that will follow me., The ° "ingdom of verse 28 has
no #eference to the same thing or time.,

Notice again in the above statement the word “kjngdom” refoers to
the Christ as head of the church as ruling over it with the authority
of a king. There is no text or statement in the scripture that says
the church i1s the enly people over which Christ will have the power to
rule; on the contrary, John writes "The kingdoms of this world are be-
comc the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15), "ask
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thinc inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession” (Ps., 2:8). "All
people, nations, and languages, should scrve him" (Dan, 7:14).

THE CHURCH OF GOD
Tho word "church" is translated from a greek word ERLESIA which

means "the called out or "called out ones."
The Greek EKLESIA is translated "church” 112 times and "assemblv"
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Non-Millenn 1 sts tench that Christ is now reigning upon the
tircone. of D”Vld at hqs bacn trangported to Eeaven, by saying,
”Jolomon sat upon thc throne of the Lord" (I Chr, 290:23), and the
Tordls throne is in the reaven™ (¥s. 11l:4), Jecsus was to sit upon the
shong' oi David. lic is sgitting at the risht hand of God. Thercforg,
Jrdus-1s ruling as Eing and David's thronc is in ths hoovens,
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T.esson I

SIGNS FRECEEDING THE COMING OF CHRIST

It is clearly announced in the Scriptures, and the Church of God
so belleves,that there will be signs that will indicate the approach=
ing of the coming of Christ., These signs are to urge us to occupy
the position of a watching servant, It was the pleasure of Jesus
that men should consider and ponder the signs preceeding the exhibit-
ion of His Majesty. Vhile the exact time is known only to God, yet
He graciously points out to us approximate signs of its nearness,
Some of the signs are characteristic of every succeeding generation,
but this is no ground for rejection of all signs., The ¥%Word is de=
signed that all good shall, in every age, be watchful,

"But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only" (Matt, 24:36), It is aldo true it is
not for us to know "the times or the seasons which the Father hath
put in his own power" (Acts 1:7), 7yet we are commanded to mark the
signs of the times, It is remarkahrle that each time Jesus tells the
bellevers that no man knows the day or hour, He preceeds the remarks
by pointing to the believer, certain signs to watch., "Learn a parable
of the fig tree; when his branch is vet tender, and putteth forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall
see all these things, lmow that it is near, even at the doors.”
Matt. 24:32,33. In Liv'u 21:27 the phraseology 1lncludes a dlrect
reference to the comi:~ of Christ with'power and great glory." "So
Lilkewise ye, when ye sce these thinzs come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand” (buke 21:31), Such Signs are given
for every believer to observe and act accordingly., After receiving




Lesson IX

SIGNS FaiCEEDING THE @IIING OF CHRIST

The prophecies of the coming of Christ are numerous, and the
nrder of the events 1s one of the great studles of the Bible., We
must remember that some fulfillment will take place simultaneouslye
Some wilil follow in rapid succession; some immedistely before the
resurr~ction; some immediately before His arrival, and some
prophecies are at long=range from the great day of the Lord,

Therefore, because of the difference of times in the fulfill=-
ment of Scriptureal prophecy, we shall divide these signs into
various classes or stages. We shall consider first; such signs
as have appeared 1in nearly every generation from the time of the
ascension of Jesus, (Acts 1:11), These signs have encouraged the
faithful in every gencration to hold on and strengthen their faith,
(RBv, 2:10, 17, 25=27).

The apostles viere men who loolted for the return of Christ in
their generation, Paul realized some had fallen asleep and must
wait for the resurrection to see the Lord again. (I Cor. 15:6).
Paul had a hope of seeing his Lord before he died, for he wrote
"We sheall not all sleep" (I Cor. 15:51) "then we which are alive"
(T Thess. 4:17). Abraham, in his day, also looked for the reveal-
ation of God (Heb, 11:10, 16),

These men were not mistaken too much, Because many of the signs
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Lesgorn: IIX
SIGNS PrRBEC.EDING THD  C2iI1HG OF CHRIST

The coming of Christ will be in & time of widespread unbelief
or time of lace in faith, This was also characteristic of the _
people in the days of Noah, ILuke 18:8--"then the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth?' This truth is the more e~phasied
by the fact the world 1is seeking security in worldly things. II
Time 3:13-="Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse.'

John 3:19=2 men loved darkness rather than lights; because their
deeds were evil,.,.neither cometh to the light
Isa. 60:1,2 darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the

3uch a state of darkness, of unbelief in God's way of proceed-
ure cannot be suddenly produced, It takes time, in the view of
intellectual man who must study and reason and experiment to prove
their unbelief,
17 Peter 3:5 TFor this they willingly are ignorant of
1. Core. 4:4 In whom the God of This world hath blinded the minds

of them which believe not

The widespread of unbelilef has been found 1in every age, yet we
Tcel it is intensified by the fact that nations of the earth are not
only indifferent about Godt!s teaching but have placed on their
national records as taking a stand ageainst such doctrine. The com=-
munism controlled countries only allow very limited religion within
its boundries and that is offset by the doctrine of hatred taught
in their schoolss And of the remaining countries upon our globe,
who have come under the heel of Catholicism, take very little stock
in the returning of our Lord, It is surprising also that among the



‘ Lesson IV
3TIGE IN IDRAML #1
SICGNS PARCEIDING THE COMING OF CHRISIT

We have been studying a number of signs which co 1d have been
in any gencration, Now, we want to consider somec signs that have
differcnt beginnings and ends.,

In the progress of time, God called to a man living in Ur of
the Chaldees whose name was Abram, and God gave him a seven-point
covenzsnt (Gene. 12:1-3), This covenant was affirmed to his son,
Isaac (Gene. 26:1=4) and to his grandson, Jacob (Gen. 28:10-15),
This family wandered through the land of Canaan and Egypt for the
space of 400 yrs, (Gen, 15:13,14) growing into a great nation.

God called them out of Igypt into the wilderness for 40 years. He
continued with this nation for 450 years, having contact with those
who were His judges. Then the people wanted a king

like other nations, (I 3am, 8:5=9), God gave them Saul, David,

.nd Solomon to reign over them for 120 years, This people was for
#3tting the God that blcssed them, The nation was divided in

$75 BeCe In 721 B,Cs ten of the original twelve tribes, fell into
the rulership of a gentile nation, Assyria. 110 years later, in

611 B.C. Babylon conqucred Assyria and her province. Babylon, now,
being a grcat power, turned her forces toward Jerusalem, the capitol
of the land of Judah and carried away her pocple as slaves, This
great event was prcphecied by Jerimiah., (See Jer, 25:8-14; 38:3-28)

Because of the SlnS of hcr Deople, God permltted Jerusalem to
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Lesson V
SIGN IN ISRAEL 42

hen Israel heaped upon herselfl the fullness of her iniquity,
curses were placed upon the land also,
Leve 26:31~35,43 I will bring the land into desolation, then shall
the land enjoy her sabbaths
Lev, 26:42 I will remember the land

The Lord told Ezeklal, who was left in the land of Judah by the
Babylons, to prophesy concerning the Lord of Israel,
Ezek, 36:1=12 Ye shall shoot forth branches, e shall be tilled,
I will multiply men upon you, all the housec of Israel
Ezck, 36:29=38 I will multiply the fruit of the treesge..This land,..
is become like the garden of Eden
Bzck. 39:28 and have left none of them any more therc

We have not witnessed the regathering of ALL the house of Isragl
and we never will, until the Christ returns, because "unto him shall
the gathering of the teople be" (Gen, 49:10), It may be well for us
tc study some of thesc texts bhefore attempting to point out the
sizgns in Isracl,

Ezek, 20:34=-38 1 will purgc cut from among you the rcbels

Hosea 3:¢4,5 children of Isiael shall abide many days without a King

Ezek, 37:21=28 One king shall be king to them alli..,and David my
servant shall be king over themj; my tabernacle also
shall he with thom



Lesson VI

CITY OF JERUSALEM S5 A SIGN PCR US TO WATCH

In a previous lesson, the statement was made that the fulfill-
ment of prophecies oftimes are simultaneously, other prophecies can=-
not begin its fulfillment until a proceeding event has set the stage
for it. Thus far we have studied prophecy concerning the people of
Israel and the land of Israel in their relation with the coming of
Christ. The people will be in their "own land.'™ The Lord will be

enjoying fruitfulness., However, neither of these can be in relation
with each other without the city of Jerusalem.

No city in the world has withstood the wear of the ages like
Jorusalems Every major power in the past has had looted or controlled
har streets., Egypt, Assvria, Babylon, Rome, Greece, Turkey, England,

There are hundreds of great metropolitons in the world, but God
selected Jerusalem "to put his name there! (I Kings 11:13,36;
Ps, 32:13,14), Jerusalem has been "the city of our God" (Ps., 48:1,2.
& 8) since the days of Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20). Jerusalem was
the city where the only temple was builded to Gode. The city, for the
past 250 years has suffered the same curse of desolation as was pro-
nounced upon the land. The curse upon Jerusalem will not be lifted
as soorni as the curse upon the land, The land will become fruitful
before the king comes to Jerusalem to reign.,

Tulke 21:34 Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until

the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled,




Toosom VL

SIGNS PRECHTEDING THE COMING OF CIMIST

One of the most outstanding signs of the coming of Christ to
the earth, again, will be the translation of the Saints. The Saints
must be raised from the grave, the living saints must be changed be=
fore Christ can rule and reign over the earth., then these things are
carefully considered, how can one believe that Christ is now reigning?

This will be recognized by many as a sad sign of the approaching
of tpe Christ, The sudden disappearance of husbands or wives, brother
or sister; the opening of graves will be startling in the extreme.

Imke 17:34 In that night there shall be two...in one bed;
the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.
I Thesse 4:17 The dead in Christ shall rise first, then we which...
Rev. 14:3=5 These were redeemed from among men
Immediately after the removal of the church, there will
be a powerful renewed preaching of the Word of God proclaiming
the now certain coming judgment of God, and the tribulation under the
antiehrist, This will cause some to suffer death, rather than
to worship the beast and his image.

Rev, 14:6~7 Having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice FEAR GOD, AND
GIVE GLORY TO HIM

Rev, 7:14 These are they which came out of great tribulation.

The removal of the righteous before the outpouring of God!s
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Tiesson O
THE PALL OF THRE ANTICHRIST

The Kingdom of Cod cennot be established until mant!s militate
c~cvernment has bheen sbelished., This,. e will do when He arrives
wwon the earth. The church has always kept its eye fixed on the
prophecies pertaining to the antichrist and the fearful scenes which
will come to pass under His reign. This view was instilled in the
church from the words of Daniel and cether prophets so that John
needed only write "Ye have heard that antichrist shall come" (I John
2:18), and Paul wrote "Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with
you, I tuld you these things" (II Thess. 2:5),

TI Thess, 2:1-8 that day (day of Christ) shall not come except..,
falling away; antichrist revealed; and destroyed
by His coming,

The meaning c¢f the word ANTICHRIST ig

(1) One who sits himself against Christ, denying or usurping His
power,
(2) Crnec wiio resembles Christ in power, II Thess, 2:4; Rev, 73:4,12

Antichrist characteristics are:

BLASPH™MER Rev. 13:5,6
Speaking great things and blasphemies
OBJECT ©F WORSHILIP
Reve 13:4,8,12
POSSESSION OF GREAT MILITARY POWER
Reve 13:4
PERSECUTOR OF THE SAINTS




<
Mid-Winter iinisterial Conference of the Churches of God <
Jan. 21, 1959 Oregon, Ill.

AMILLENNIALISM
Bys James Mattison

The assignment: Amillennialism, What it is, The Fallacy

of 1%,
To show what amillennialism 1s, we bring you Chapter 4 of
The Basls of Millennial Faith, by Floyd E. Hamilton, pp. 35-37.

"The third generic view of the interpretation of the
facts of Scripture relating to eschatology, is called
Amlllenniallism. The name 1ltself 1s unfortunate 1in that it
would seem to indicate that its advocates do not believe
in the thousand year period of Revelation 20. The name
literally means ‘no millennium,' while as a matter of
fact 1ts advocates believe that the millennium ig a spir-
itual or heavenly millennium, rather than the earthly one
of a literal reign of Christ on earth before the final -
judgment, From one point of view it might be called a
variety of postmillenniallsm, since it believes that the
spiritual or heavenly millennium precedes the Second Com-
ing of Christ., The only mention 1n the Bible of a king-

om of Christ limited to a 1000 years is in the 20th
chapter of the Revelation where it is said that the 'souls'
are gseen reigning with Christ during the 1000 years. The
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rapture of the united body of the elect church of Christ
of the ages. This completes the number of the elect, and
from that point onward there is no more salvation for men.

"As soon as the rapture is consummated, Christ and His
Church return to earth for the Great White Throne Judgment,
or, since the descriptions of the Judgment in the Bible do
not necessitate believing that it occurs on the earth, per-
haps this Judgment occurs in the air after the rapture. It
i1s not clear from Scripture as to what happens to the resur-
rected bodies of the wicked. Certainly they are revivified
if not transfigured, and since they gather instantaneously
after their resurrection before the Great White Throne, for
the final Judgment, and since eternal punishment concerns
the soul rather than the body of man, there is reason to
believe that the resurrccted bodies of thc wicked have
‘superhuman gualities, though they certainly arec still sin-

ful bodies, filled with corruption and cvil, marred by the
deformities of sine. At any ratc they 'hear the voice of
the Son of Man and live,' at the same time as the righteous
dead.,

"After the Judgment, the eternal kingdom of God is
established in the new heaven and on the new earth, for
the old heaven and the o0ld earth are passed away. The chief
characteristics of the new hcaven and the new earth will be
the absence of sin and evil, the eternal manifestation of
the prescence of the triunc God before the eyes of the Re-
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But the Bible says "all Israel' shall be saved (the remnants
of the 12 tribes)--Romans 11:26. However, Israel will not be
saved until Christ comes and works with her.

The great restoration of Israel will occur after Christ comes
(Isa. 11:9-12; 60:15~16; Amos 9:15; Ezek. 34:28; 37:15-22). When
it is finished, there will not be one Israelite living anywhere on
earth except in Palestine (Ezek. 39:28).

God's New Covenant with Israel is described in Jeremiah 31:
27-36., He will put His laws into their hearts. He will forgive
their sins. But it will take work, and time. A fountain for
cleansing must be opened up (Zech. 13:1). The zeople must mourn
in repentance for killing Christ (Zech. 12:10~14). They must call
on the name of the Lord (Zech. 13:9). Then, He will cleanse them
and they shall dwell in their inheritance in Palestine forever
(Ezeko 36:24"38; 47: 13"48:29)0

Israel is to be the Head Nation, to show the nations the glory
of God and to bring the nations to God (Deut. 28:13; Ezek. 39:22-
29). The nations of earth will seek the LORD because they will see
His blessings upon Israel (Zech. 8:20-24).

Christ shall reign over Isracl forever (Luke 1:32), but He will
not give the remnant of Israecl eternal 1life when He first comes.
Certain work must be done first. A period of time will elapsc. A
period of "seven months" and a period of "seven years" are specifi-
cally mentioned in Ezekiel 39:9,12 as the time it will take Israel
to bury Gog and his multitude and burn their weapons. This is
speaking of the death of Israel's enemies, to occur at Christ's com-
ing. The "seven years" of burning of weapons we would understand
to be after He comes. This will just be the beginning of Christ's
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earth shall be removed, abundant water shall break out of the earth,
and the desert shall blossom like & rose (Isa. 35:1,7; 41:18; Zech.
14:8).

vle believe that Ezekiel's temple will be a literal future
sanctuary, to be constructed on earth in Palestine just after Christ
comes againe. It will be the religious center of the world, and the
government shall go forth from Jerusalem.

The language shows that God's Temple Plan for gathering earth's
peonle to Him will take a considerable period of time. We know this
veriod of time as the Relgn of Christ. his has not yet taken
place. The Iiillennium has not yet come. Do "all the nations" to-
day worship the King, the LOXD of hosts? Do they go up from year
to year to keep the feast of tabernacles? (Zech. 14:16-17)

The Healing of the Nations--Still Future

Four classes of people will be involved at Christ's second
coming:
1« The Righteous--both dead and living.
2. The active wicked, whom He will destroy. 2 Thess. 1:7-9.
Zech., 14:3
» The Israelites, @God's not-to-be-forgotten people. 2omans 11,
» The remnants of the nations, a very great multitude.
Zech. 14:16,17., Isa. 2:2-4, Rev, 11:15, Dan. 7:27.

=W

The purpose of the Kingdom Age, or Reign of Christ, will be to
fill earth with God's glory, like the waters cover the sea (no air-
pockets there, all is water). latt. 6:10; Num. 14:21. Isa. 11:9.
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shall be found everywhere. Streams will break out all over the
earth and will water the parched ground (Isa. 35). The earth will
produce great crops (Psa, 72:16; Amos 9:13,14). len shall build
houses and live in them (Isa., 65:21). The way of holiness shall
cover the earth (Isa. 35:8). All life will finally be eternal.

This restoration will take a period of time. Death will con-
tinue to reipgn until the millennium is fulfilled (Isa. 65:20). Then
it shall be destroyed (1 Cor. 15:26).

liany chances must take place before death is destroyed. Christ
will bring about the above changes. God will give [Him a thousand
year period of time in which to restore all things promised. Is
God in a hurry? Iust He do everything in a minute? A thousand
years is but a day to Him,

Amillennialism puts these things between the two comings of
Christ. Has any person seen these glories come to pass literally?

No. DBut these glories shall be seen in the Iﬁllennium, after
Christ comes.,

The Davidic Covenant--Yet Unfulfilled

The Bible speaks of two thrones of God--one in heaven on which
god sits, and one on earth, David's throne, on which David's Son
shall sit (2 Chron. 29:23).

The Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7) promises a Seed, a throne, and
a kingdom forever. The Seed is Christ (Rom. 1:3). He has been
promised that earthly throne of God (Luke 1:32). He will sit upon
that throne in the regeneration (iatt. 19: 28) A Kingdom will be
glven liim, so that all peoole, nations, and languages, should
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be real? Will the people be real? Will the Great White Throne
Judgment be symbolic? Will not the lake of Fire be literal? The
last resurrection, after the thousand years is finished, will be
just as real as the first.

It will take time to bring the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants
to pass. There will be a transitional period between this age and
the perfect apge, beginning with Christ's coming, and ending with
the last resurrection and judgment.

Amillennialists believe the millennium is almost finished--be-
ing between Christ's two comings. Therefore the Abrahamic promises
mist be almost fulfilled. Ihen shall inheritance come? No, the
Abrahamic promises are not yet fulfilled, They will be, in the
Iillennium.

The Stone Shall Grow

Daniel 2:44 speaks of God's Kingdom as a stone, breaking and

consuming all of man's kingdoms. The same thought is given in Rev.
1'15.

Jesus, in the parable of the mustard seed, referred to the
same thing--~that the Kingdom would grow and cover the whole earth
(1 ‘atte. 13 31'32)0 pre ared

In a sense, the Kingdom of God is being. / oday, The elements
of the Xingdom, some of them, are being prepared now. Christ 1s
ready to become King. Christ's people. the children of God, the
Church, are being prepared. The territory, the earth, is already
here, groaning for the restoration (Rom, 8:22). But the time is

not yet ripe for Christ's coming, which will trigper the whole
series of eventa to oceur durine Hia reion. rhwnictla nnamine da
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7411 all be fulfilled at Jesus' coming? 17ill all things end
abruptly when Jesus comes?

Notice what Jesus did in Luke 4:21, He read only part of
Isaiah 61, the part He was to fulfill at that time. The rest is
still unfulfilled.

Jesus said, "The time is fulfilled," meaning His first com-
ing (ark 1:15). The fulness of the time came (Gal. 4:4) when Jesus
was boirn. And yet there is another time Jjust before Christ's se-
cond coming called the time "when the transgressors are come to the
full" (Pan. 8:23). And there is another "last days", a later one,
in Isaiah 2:2.

The end of onc age of God's dealings with Israel ended when
the message of the Kingdom of God was taken from Israel and given
to the @Gentiles., And yet that wasn't the end of things. And when
Christ comes, that will not be the end of all things. It will be
the end of some, but not all,

"Wle, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, vherein dwelleth righteousness." A new age 1s to begin.
This will be the Reign of Christ.

But the Relgn of Christ is not the end., After it is finished,
there will be the Age of God, when God is all in all.

Let us be sure of what the uwriter is speaking when he mentions
an "end" of a period of time.

A Summing Up of the Millennium

We believe the millennium (plus "little season") will be a
transitional period between this age and the perfect age, beginning
at the comine of fthriat. and endine wit+th +thao laat noaurnnantian anAd



SABEATH (Cont?d)

g. Was sabbath=kecping ever.to cease for Israely
Hosea 2:11 to cease; Dan. 9:24 to finishj 2 @ory
3274 13 the end, abolisheds Ephe 2:15 abolished}
Cole 2:14-17 "took it out. of .the wday" by cross,
so none can judge that Church should observe it

@j Be Why did Jesus observe the sabbath?
Matte 5:17-18 to fulfill; Jn. 19:30; 17:4 it
is finished; Matte 27:50~51 veil of the temple
rent in twain; Rome 10k Christ = end of the lawe

il X. Io tho Churoch under any oonnindriecn’ to keop-days?
Rorte 1435-9 noj; study Hebs 12:18~24 the Church
is called to Zion, not to Sinai,

/@ﬁ\ Will there ever be any coruiandmeint to keep days?

 Comingmillennicl'sabbaths=~Ezeks 4k :15~24 Zadok
to teach people to hallow ther; Ezek, 46:l=3 a
seventh=day sabbath for worshipj Hebe 10:1 Moo~
aic low & shadow (but not "very dinage") of
things to cones

e —

STILL IN HOSPITAL

Mrse Gerry Sidebottom, Watcrloo, will be in
University Hospitals, Towa City, for sone tine.
Remember hery cnd others in necd, in pmaycr.

SUCCUMB TO ENEMY LEATH : '
Recently, Mrse. Laura {llen, Belle Plaine,
succunbed to death, at the Marengo hospital.
Irs. Mildred Slaymaker fell aslecp in decath
on April 1st, at her residence in Rose Haven,
Marengoe Scrvices were in Victor, Aprilqﬁth.

SUINRISE SERVICE SCHEDULED

Early morning, April 10th, is slated for :opfir
sunrise scrvice. Place: Ccmetery, near DBelle
Plainee Time: 6:00 a.mne ‘Breakfast is at the
Community Center. following, with regular sere
vices, S.S. at 9:00 and worship-at 10:00,-

WE ASK GOD;S COUNSEL TO'BE.WITH'THEhBEREAVED.I
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faulys, (Hcbe 8:7)e Under the lst continual
sacrfifices had to be made . (Hebe 9:6~73 1:1l).
The Pnd had a once for all timec sacrificc made
(Hcb, 9212, 263 10:12), The lst was unable to
be kept (Acts 15:10). It was a yoke of bone
dage (Gals 5:1)s It was only a shadow of good
things to comc (Hebes 10:1),

QUESTION NO, 3: What arc the rcsults of attempt-
ing to kcep the old law? Gal, 5:l=bj Col, 2:223
Acts 13:39; Rone 7:4=6, By the law no onc

can find justification. It is a matter of falle
ing from God's grace, Christians - becone

dead to the law and no longcer subject to its
ordinanceses The attcipting to keep it is of .
cternal conscquence, Pastor Darrell Rankin

><rTHE SLBBDATH, A Bible Lesson by Von Corbaley

Scrinture Roading: Deute 15:1-15; Rom. 1k4:6,
Adims To show the Sabbath was established for
Israel, that no conumandment to keep any day was
given to the Churche. '

¥o.When B R S keoping o day?
A Exoe 1634=6 God to prove the peoplo; Whe 7~3 they
muUrnur; Ve 12-19 quail, manna givenj; W 20-30
order to Leep a. sabbath, failurc to observe it.

A ¥e Were Israelfs forefathers ever commnanded thus?
Exo. 20:8-11 a day appointed 'in 10 commanduentss
Deutes 5:35 Law, including 104 givenonly to those
at Sinai (not prior to) and theix pdsterity.

Yo Why did God select 7th day for thc:Lr sabbath?
Exo. 31 15-17 and Gene 2 13, i

/ﬁﬁﬁ. What. purpose did Israel's sabbath serve°‘
Exoes 31:15=17 &sa sign between she and her Godj;
Deut. 5:15 as a remembrance of their exodus.
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he was buried? Search the Scriptures as we
may, but there is no verse which states that
He did, but John 20:17 answers our question
for us. The first day of the week after Christ’s
crucifixion, Mary Magdalene and Mary went
to the tomb of Jesus, but the stone had been
rolled away and the body of Jesus was not
there. Mary stood weeping by the tomb until
Jesus said unto her, “Mary.” And then “Jesus
saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and your
God.” From this verse, then, we can state
Christ did not go to heaven while He was in
the tomb.

If Jesus was not in heaven during the three
days and nights that He was in the grave, was
Jesus in hell? We may find the answer to this
question in Peter’s sermon on the day of Pente-
cost. “For David speaketh concerning him, I
foresaw the Lord always before my face, for
he is on my right hand, that I should not be
moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and
my tongue was glad; moreover also my fiesh
shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave
my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine
Holy one to see corruption” (Acts 2:25-27).
(Read verse 31.) Therefore Jesus was in the
Bible hell which is the hidden state.

Did Jesus go into the orthodox hell of etern-
al torment? If eternal torment is the price
which must be paid for sin, and “Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures” (I
Cor. 15:3), then Christ must still be in eternal

<&

torment pecause people are stili sinning. fitern-
al punishment is not a reasonable doctrine. It
is not taught in God’s Word!

Since Jesus died on the cross, did God raise
Himself up from a condition of non-existence?
No, because Christ is the Son of God, not God.
“For as the Father has life in himself (God is
inherently immortal; He is divine) so he gave
also to the Son to have life in himself” (John
5:26). Christ did not have life in Himself until
after the resurrection. He was not equal to
God, neither was He God. God did not die on
the cross, but His Son did die on the cross, and
God raised Him from the dead.

~ Is the Holy Spirit another “person” which
is equal in power and synonymous with God?
In Matthew 12.32 we read, “And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it
shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come.” If we take this verse literally with-
out any attempt to explain it, the verse states
that we can speak against Christ, but we can-
not speak against the Holy Spirit and be for-
given. Evidently, then, the Holy Spirit is more
important than Christ, which theory will lead
us into no small amount of difficulty.

“For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
and have tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, if they shall fall
away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of
God afresh, and put him to an open shame”



(Heb. 4:4-6). “Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, where-
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?”
(Heb. 10:29).

It is one thing to speak against Jesus in
ignorance, but it is far different to speak
against the Holy Spirit after having been en-
lightened. Such people do hot deserve to be
forgiven, and they will be duly punished; how-
ever, they will be suitably, not vindictively,
punished.

Who or what is the Holy Spirit? Is it another
person? Emphatically no! It is the power of
God which was poured out upon Jesus at Jor-
dan. It filled His life to such an extent that He
did His Father’s will exclusively. When Christ
reigns over His kingdom, the time will have
come when the Spirit will be poured out upon
all flesh so that all shall know Him and rejoice
in His salvation. Study Jer. 31:33,34 and Joel
2:28,29.

Will the trinity bear examination? No! The
trinity is one of the big lies which is really a
trinity of lies, which go hand in hand: the
trinity, inherent immortality of the soul, and
eternal torment. These have been successfully
foisted upon Christendom which has caused
complete confusion of thought and misunder-
standing of God, His plan, and His purposes.
Many ministers are ashamed of the doctrine
of eternal torment, but because of their belief
in the inherent immortality of the soul, they

do not know what to do about it. They evident-
v  eamnlatelvy  averlanle THRookial 1R:4  “The

the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”
The Emphatic Diaglott makes the following
note concerning it: ‘“This text concerning the
heavenly witness is not contained in any Greek
manuscript which was written earlier than the
fifth century. It is not cited by any of the
Greek ecclesiastical writers; nor by any of the

early Latin Fathers, even when the subjects
upon which they treated would naturally have
led them to appeal to its authority. It is there-
fore evidently spurious; and was first cited
(though not as it now reads) by Virgilius Tap-
sensis, a Latin writer of no credit, in the latter
end of the fifth century; but by whom forged is
of no great moment, as its design must be
obvious to all.” The new Revised Standard
Version of the Bible has I John 5:7 read thus,
“And the Spirit is the witness, because the
Spirit is the truth.”

We will now ask a broad question which we
will subdivide into numerous questions. It is,
“What happened to Jesus after His death and
before His resurrection?”

We must ask another question, “Did Christ
actually die on the cross?”’ Paul wrote, “For
I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; and that he
was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:4,
5). When Paul wrote to the Romans, he said,
“For to this end Christ both died, and rose,
and revived, that he might be Lord both of the
dead and living” (Romans 14:9). This question

ic then anawered in the affirmativa: Chrict
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QUESTIUNS FUK TRINITAKIANS
By Delbert A. Jones

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “Prove all
things; hold fast to that which is good” (I
Thess. 5:21). That is indeed good advice for
us who are living today. Can the trinity be
proved by the Word of God? If it can be, then
we must hold to it; but if we cannot prove it,
then we must forsake that teaching and hold
fast to the teaching that God is the Father,
Jesus Christ is His Son, and that the Holy
Spirit is the power of God.

Man’s philosophy must not be on the basis of
our doctrine, but we must build on God’s Word.
In studying the trinity, search for proof or
lack of it in the Bible.

The most logical question that we could ask
to begin our search for truth is “Does the word
‘trinity’ appear in the Bible?’ To find the
answer to that question, we look in a reputable
analytical concordance of the Bible for the
word “trinity”, but the word “trinity” is not
to be found, because the word is not in God’s
Holy Word, the Bible.

“God in three persons, blessed trinity,” is a
fairly common line in orthodox songs. Again,
turn to the Bible and search for the phrase,
“God in three persons.” We could read the
Bible from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21 and
“iev would not find that phrase! It is not Biblic-
al!

The Bible verse which caused millions of
people to be misled is I John 5:7. In the King
James it reads, “For there are three that bear
record in heaven, The Father, the Word, and

‘I'ne trinity is well entrenched 1n poems,
pulpits, and hymn books. It is the ecclesiastic-
al mark of the beast (Rev. 13:16,17) without
which “no man might buy or sell,” or work
within the orthodox Church system. But it is
not found in the Bible!

What do we offer in place of the false teach-
ing of the Trinity? We have a higher concep-
tion of God and Jesus Christ and an under-
standing of the Holy Spirit that is in harmony
with God’s revelation in the Bible.

When Paul wrote to the churches, he did
not intimate that Jesus was the Father when
He invoked the blessing “from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Study Gal. 1:3;
Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2, ete. God is spoken of as
the Father of Jesus Christ, “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to His abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”
(1 Peter 1:3). He is also called His God in
Ephesians 1:17. Jesus never claimed to be
God, but He referred to God as ‘“My Father.”

The nature of Jesus is very important to us.
It is through belief in His name that we must
attain salvation. (Study Acts 4:12; 16:30,31).

There are over 120 Scripture texts which
call Jesus the Son of God, but there is not one
which mentions the trinity. If we believe that
Jesus is co-eternal with God, we deny His
Sonship, for co-eternity is impossible in a son.
The very word “son” implies a beginning, and
this beginning is explicitly stated in Hebrews
1:5.



« The “name of Jesus Christ” formed one of
the two foundation truths preached by the
apostolic church. “But when they believed
Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women”
(Acts 8:12).

In Christ’s name they were to pray, in His
name baptize, and in His name do every Chris-
tian work. It is just as essential for us to
believe and teach today.

The Holy Spirit is the power oy the influ-
ence of God. The Spirit of God is as much a
part of God as His Word, or His wisdom, or
any other of God’s attributes. It is one with
Him just as your spirit is one with you, yet
they are not separate persons.

The Holy Spirit exhibits the characteristics
of an influence rather than those of a person.
It is poured out (Isa. 32:15; Acts 2:17) and
fills houses and people (Acts 2:2,4), is shed on
believers( Titus 3:5,6) and breathed (John
20:22). Christ was anointed with it (Acts
10:38), believers drink of it (I Cor. 12:13), the
apostles were baptized in it (Matthew 3:11;
Acts 1:5).

The trinity cannot be proved by the Bible.
Hold fast to the truth! God is the Father of
Jesus Christ who is His only begotten Son.
God’s Spirit, called the Holy Spirit, is His all
pervading power and influence.

QUESTIONS
FOR
TRINITARIANS

DELBERT A. JONES

CHURCH OF GOD
ABRAHAMIC FAITH




God means an object (s) of worship (from
elohim), and even Baal was elohim, who did
the creating? Chapter 2 of Genesis, verse 4
gives us the answer that has been implied all
along: “The LORD God made the earth and
the heavens.”

The significance of this is that that word
LORD, in all capital letters, in Hebrew is, ac-
cording to Strong’s Concordance, Yehovah, or
exactly the same word as Jehovah, the Jewish
national name of God. Always, in the Old
Testament, when you see “LORD"” in all
capital letters, you know this is Jehovah, the
almighty god (object of worship). Many times
the words “LORD God” appear together,
meening that Jehovah is the God. Many times
the Bible tells us that He is ome God. This was
one of Israel’s pillars of faith. “Hear, O Israel:
The LORD our God is one LORD: and thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might’’ Deut. 6:4-5). It is a pillar of Christians,
too (1 Cor. 8:6).

By inspiration Isaiah said that the LORD
(Jehovah) created heaven and earth “‘alone,”
“by myself” (Isa. 44:24). Jesus did not help
God in the creation. Scores of times in the
Psalms, etc. the creation of the entire creation
is ascribed to the LORD God.

Jesus Was Not Equal With God
He said, “My Father is greater than all” in
the verse just before He said ‘I and my Father
are one’’ (in interest, not person or equality)
(John 10:29-30). They are one just as Jesus ’
followers are one (Jn. 17:21, 22). In another
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place Jesus said even more plainly, ‘“My
Father is greater than I (John 14:28).

Jesus also said, “The Son can do nothing of
himself, but what he seeth (perceives) the
Father do: for what things soever he (God)
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise”
(John 5:19). The next verse says God showed
Jesus many things, implying a teacher and a
pupil, but not equals. If two are equal, how
can one teach the other?

Jesus was a man, as we just read in 1
Timothy 2:5, but God is not a man in any way
(Num. 23:19). God has always been, and was
“alone” before the creation. Jesus, while in
the plan of God, in God’s mind to lift fallen
man, came forth “in the fulness of time”
(man’s time, or time of man), but where is
the record he existed in person before his
conception and birth? God’s plan is not for a
god to become man (Greek and Roman idea)
but for man to become, be, like God. Jesus, by
resurrection (who resurrected him?) to im-
mortality, eternal life, has become like God
(not equal), and we shall be like Jesus (but not
equal) (1 Jn. 3:2) at our resurrection.

There are many more inequalities between
God and Jesus that we will not go into here.
They are two different persons, with two
vastly different works, though in harmony,
and one the Father and Planner, the other the
created one, the Son, who obeyed the Father’s
will (“Not my will, but Thine, be done™).

Back to Philippians 2:4-5
What, then, does Philippians 2:5 mean
when it speaks of Jesus, saying he “thought it

5



not robbery to be equal with God?" As it
reads in the King James version we im-
mediately assume that Jesus thought it was all
right to be on an equal plane with Almighty
Jehovah. But in the face of such tremendous
truths to the contrary, a few of which we
have noticed, we see at once we are on the
wrong track, and that this verse obviously
means something else than what we assumed
it meant.

Perhaps the most widely accepted of the
translations as being the most authentic is the
Revised Standard Version. It reads that Jesus
“did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped” (thought of). Another widely ac-
cepted translation or paraphrase, the New
English Bible has it, “He did not think to
snatch at equality with God.”

The Emphatic Diaglott says he ‘“did not
meditate a usurpation to be like God.” And
we believe this is true. Jesus never did ex-
press a desire to be on an equal plane with
God. How could He? Who is greater than an
Almighty One?

Even when Jehovah sends Jesus back to
earth to put down all rule, authority, and
power (that God might be all in all), it still
says that the Son himself shall “be subject
unto him that put all things under him” (1
Cor. 15:21-28).

What, Then of Jesus?
He is the way to God, the door into the
house of God, the Saviour from our sins.

Without him, we have no way of approaching
Nad Ho ic the ane intercedino for ne with
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ON JESUS’ EQUALITY WITH GOD
By: James Mattison

Many people read Philippians 2:5-6 and im-
mediately assume that Jesus is equal with
God, not even remembering the hosts of Bible
truths to the contrary.

The passage reads, ‘‘Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who,
being in the form of God (aren’t we all?),
thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”

Was Jesus equal with God is the question?
The clear Bible answer is an emphatic “No!"”
This does no violence to Jesus' position and
part in God's plan for our salvation, for all the
Bible shows Jesus was not equal with God.

Almighty Jehovah

Fifty-six times Jehovah (that is his name,
Psa. 83:18) is addressed as the Almighty,
meaning the Almighty God (god meaning ob-
ject of worship). The word Almighty itself,
according to Strong's concordance, means
exactly what one would think it would mean:
almighty, the all-ruling, i.e. God (as absolute
and universal sovereign). The dictionary says
“having power over all.”

There is none equal with one who is
almighty. The fact is impossible. There can be
only one Almighty God. This is what is meant
in many Bible verses such as 1 Timothy 2:5,
“There is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

Jehovah the Sole Creator

In the beginning, it says “God created the

heaven and the earth.” But since this word
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God today. Through him we can do all things,
because he strengthens us (Phil. 4:13). One of
Jesus’ greatest works will be, “Because I live,
ye shall live also.” We look to him for
resurrection and eternal life. God has put the
keys of death and the grave in his hand. God
wants all men to honor His Son as much as
they honor him (don’t we honor our
president, and governor, and sheriff?).

Jesus is to be more than a cold fact in a
mind. A true Christian is one who has warm,
continuous fellowship with a real person who
is in a real place, even though we have never
seen him. But we shall — when He returns
with all the holy angels, in power and glory,
to save eternally his own.

How great is our God. How great is his Son.
How great is the hope they bring us. Oh, that
all men would lift the coverings from their
eyes and see the glorious light of Life that is
theirs for the taking!
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of God . . . bedecked with precious
stones . . . the protecting cherub (Ezek.
28.12-14) but as such riches had come
by pride and corruption, God would
remove the Tyrian kingdom for ever.

Note how this symbolic language of
being ‘‘in Eden’’ is again seen in the
similar case of the king of Egypt who
was also likened to one of the ‘‘trees
of Eden’’ (Bzek. 31.18) and it will be
seen that these references meant noth-
ing more than those kingdoms being
cut off in their glory.

4, POPULAR BELIEF IS—That the devil
is a superhuman creature, “red in
tooth and claw’”, having horns, hoof,
and tail.

OUR COMMENT. Nowhere in the Word
of God is such a creature suggested,
nor is there any record of such a being
ever having been seen. Angels have
been seen, and, even if the devil
had been a fallen angel, surely he
would likewise have been seen. Such
a fantastic conception is but a relic
of Babylonian and Egyptian supersti-
tion and belongs only to the legendary
realm of fairies, gnomes and elves.
Besides, an immortal rebel against God
is an impossibility, for God is supreme,
and He has said, ‘‘I am the Lord and
there is none else’’ (Isa. 45.18).

Also, it is not generally realised that
the word ‘“devil’’ does not appear once
in the Old Testament, the reason prob-
ably being that the early portion of the
Bible concerned the Jews primarily, to
whom God had declared Himself
through Moses and the prophets, and
in NOT ONE instance do we read of

heathen cults of Babylon, Egypt and
Assyria, and has not the slightest foun-
dation in the Bible. It is based on the
sncient belief that there were gods,
good and bad, and that these were
cternally fighting each other for mas-
tery. If such an idea was true, then
the following terrible resuits would be
true, too:—

a. That the devil would be stronger
than God, seeing that the devil gains
the greater number of followers.

b. That God would be responsible for
bringing into the world, every day,
many thousands of babes, simply for
the purpose of allowing them to fall
into the devil’s clutches, and to be
eternally tormented.

c. That God would condemn Himself if
He consigned people to the ‘‘flames
of hell’’ seeing that He condemned
the ‘‘abomination’’ of Israel in
burning their children in the fire
(Jer. 7.31; ch. 32.35).

d. That Hell must now be full of
peoples of all nations, great and
small, old and young, a gigantic
number (far outnumbering those on
earth) who are being tormented day
and night by flame and fork. And
we ask, if such be the case, how
could God be the God of Love,
Mercy and Compassion, such as the
Bible proves Him to be?

e. That the brief and fitful existence
of a sinner, or unbaptised babe, is
followed, as a natural sequence, with
everlasting torment with not the
slightest possibility of the sentence
ever being lifted. Truly a monstrous
and horrible idea.

f. That in order to be tormented, the
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in death, as follows:—

i. ““His breath goeth forth, he re-
turneth to his earth; IN THAT
VERY DAY HIS THOUGHTS
PERISH’’ (Psa. 146.4).

ii. ‘“There the wicked cease from
troubling, and there the weary
be at rest’’ (Job 2.17).

iii. ““For the living know that they
shall die, but the dead know not

anything . . . also their love and
their envy is mnow perished’’
(Ece. 9.5-6).

6. POPULAR BELIEF IS—That the
devil, during the thousand years’ reign
of Jesus, walks the earth, which has,
by some means, become void, and, in
the meantime all believers have been
taken to heaven.

OUR COMMENT. Such a remarkable
idea is not found in the Bible, nor does
it give any support for such a belief,
because the reign of Jesus, during that
time, is UPON THE EARTH and NOT
IN HEAVEN (See Rev. 20.4, Rev. 5.10,
Rev. 19.15; Isa. 26.9; Zech. 8.22; 1 Cor.
15.25).

Jeremiah ch. 4, vs. 23-26 is often
quoted to prove that the earth, during
the 1000 years’ reign of Jesus, will be
void, but a careful perusal of this
chapter shows that Jeremiah is speak-
ing of God’s judgments upon Israel;
when in B.C. 588 the Babylonians
(v. 6) took them captive and brake
down their cities. Verse 27 definitely
proves that God was speaking of the
desolation of Israel. He said ‘‘The
whole land shall be desolate, yet will
T not make A FULL end.’”” And so,
to-day, the remnant of Israel remains.
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12. BECAUSE the apostle Paul said that
the ‘‘flesh lusteth against the spirit
and the spirit against the flesh, and
these are contrary, one to the other.’’
(Gal. 5.17.) Therefore it will be per-
ceived that this warfare is from
WITHIN.

13. BECAUSE the devil mentioned so fre-
quently in the New Testament (but
not in the Old) is clearly a term
applied to men who were filled with
wicked desires: for instance:—

i. Rev. 2.10. ‘‘The devil shall cast
some of you into prison’’—other-
wise the pagan ruling powers of
that day who cast some of the
Smyrnian church into prison.

ii. Acts 5.3. The lie of Ananias and
Sapphira. Peter said, ¢ Why hath
Satan filled thine heart? . . . why
hast thou conceived this thing in
THINE HEART?’’—Otherwise the
wicked minds of both in conceiving
the lie.

iii. Acts 13.10. Elymas, the sorcerer,
sought to turn the Roman deputy
away from hearing the Gospel. The
apostle Paul said, ‘‘Thou child of
the devil’’ — otherwise, a man of
evil desires and thoughts.

iv. 1 Tim. 4.1. The apostle Paul warns
Timothy against ‘‘the doctrines of
devils’’. Here the word devils
should be rendered ‘‘demons’’—
otherwise the false teachings of
men of that day.

v. John 6.70. Jesus said, ‘‘Have I not
chosen you twelve, and one of you
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THE DEVIL — OF TRADITION, OR OF THE BIBLE?

Subterranean fires . . . endless torture
. . . a superhuman monster gloating over
the agonies of his myriads of victims . . .
no way out ... for ever and ever. Such
is the traditional picture of hell torment
conjured up by the average mind. I sup-
pose that there is no subject which con-
cerns mankind in general so much as the
existence of the devil of popular fancy.
But, is it true, and what proof have we
for such a fearful belief?

Thinkers—those who have always been
taught to regard the Great Creator as a
God of infinite love and compassion—have
the greatest difficulty in harmonising the
existence of a being such as the devil of
popular imagination; who, though so
powerful, is subject to the Lord of the
universe, the Fountain Head of Truth and
Righteousness. Many earnest minds have
often revolted at the idea of the exist-
ence of such a perpetual tormentor, to
whom 1is ascribed such vast power and
dominion. Others, failing to understand
such a perplexing subject, have accepted
the traditional view without question; yet
there is no book-—past or present—which
records the devil of popular imagination,
having, at any time, been seen. Nor is
there any person, living or dead, who has
claimed—and has supported such claim—
that he had seen such a devil, or conversed
with him.

Then what are the real facts about the
devil, and where shall we find them?
The inspired Word of God alone supplies
the answer. But firstly, let us review
traditional ideas on this subject.

1. POPULAR BELIEF IS—That the devil
is a fallen archangel, cast out of
heaven together with his angels. It is
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later than A.D. 96, and could not have
been (as is claimed) at the time of
the Creation.

Revelation is a book of symbol.
‘‘Heaven’’ and ‘‘earth’’ are repeat-
edly used to represent human ‘‘ruling
powers’’, and ‘‘subject peoples’’, res-
pectively. Thus, the ‘‘war in heaven’’
referred to, symbolised the overthrow
of the Pagan religions of Rome in the
days of Constantine, the first Christian
emperor. This is obvious from verses
10 to 17 of chapter 12, for it showed
the later actions of this ‘‘devil-power’’
against those who had ‘‘the testimony
of Jesus’”” AFTER HIS ASCENSION.
Its application to the Christian era is
shown by verse 10—‘‘Now is come sal-
vation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God and the power of his
Christ, for the accuser of our brethren
is cast down’’ and this verse shows
the historical processes by which the
Church came to power—later recog-
nised by the State, and then becoming
the successor to Paganism.

9. POPULAR BELIEF IS—That the devil

is the “Lucifer” of Isaiah ch. 14.1 2.

OUR COMMENT. Here the word
‘‘Lucifer’’ means ‘‘day-star’’ and has
nothing to do with an immortal per-
sonage, but, to the King of Babylon,
who had exalted himself, exceeding in
comparison the stars for height, from
which he was cut down by God. The
meaning of this chapter should be
noted. It was, that God was going to
have compassion on the Kingdom of
Israel, which was then in captivity.
He would restore them, and so verse 4



A picture painted on the wall of an ancient church in the south of
England, depicting heaven and hell. Top half is supposed to represent
heaven. Left side (top) depicts the “weighing of souls” by “angels with
wings.” Bottom half depicts devil and his assistants in hell. Left side
shows cauldron with sinner just entering it, and flames underneath.
Next to ladder, devil’s assistant with two sinners impaled. Right side
shows torture of sinner sitting on flames whilst overhead, sinners walk
along a plank studded with nails.
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" EVERY MAN IS
TEMPTED WHEN
HE IS DRAWN
AWAY OF EHIS
ONN LUST AND

ENTICED"

"OUT OF THE HEART
OF MEN, PROCEED
EVIL THOUGHTS
ADULTERIES, FOR-
NICATIONS, MURDERS
THEFTS.... ALL
THESE EVIL THINGS
COME FROM WITHIN
AND DEFILE THE
MAN"

JAMES 1.14

MARK 7.21-23
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" (Rom. 6.23).

OBJECTIONS

16. But some may ask, ‘“Who was the

devil that tempted Jesus?’’ This
record is found in Matt. 4.1; Mark 1.13;
and Luke 4.2. Mark calls the tempter
‘‘Satan’’ whilst Matthew and John
mention ‘‘devil’’. The Bible does not
say who the tempter was, or even if
such temptation was mental or physi-
cal.

Some expositors regard the tempta-
tion of the Lord as inward; that is,
an appeal to the fleshly mind to trans-
gress, for we must remember that Jesus
was ‘“in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.”’ (Heb. 4.15.)
Some support for this view is given in
Luke 4.5 where we read that Jesus,
being taken up into a high mountain,
was shewn ‘‘all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time’’ —ob-
viously a mental, and not a physical,
picture.

Others have thought that the devil
herein mentioned may have been some
particular person who was allowed to
tempt the Lord in this way. If, as we
have already noted, Peter could become
temporarily a ‘‘satan’’; and Judas—a
man, but yet definitely A DEVIL
(John 6.70) could not the tempter of
Jesus also have been a man? The
narrative, however, does not say who
it was, but, from the foregoing we may
be sure that it was not the super-
human monster of popular imagination.
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it idiots and heathen for the past six thou- y
’s sand years.
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it, Thus, the devil-power of the Bible is
the evil that is in the unregenerate human
w
heart; real, subtle and powerful; ever —OF TRADI I ION
snaring the vietims which follow its
D fleshly reasoning. This is the devil to
T.  poware of, and the armour necessary is a

at  gspiritual mind, in which God and His Son
16 takes first place.

1i)s And the reward for a life devoted to OR —
6; God, is life everlasting; to reign as kings
le and priests on the earth, with Jesus; a
il- Xingdom which will transform the uni-
ill  verse, fill the earth with righteousness and

ill peace, and exalt God and His Son in the

id eyes of all nations. OF THE BIBLE?
2d ‘“{And God shall wipe away all tears
m. from their eyes, and there shall be no

more death, neither sorrow nor crying,
he neither shall there be anv more vain




HE Greek word baprizo has not been translated, but

has been incorporated into the English Bible. To bap-
tize means to consecrate by “pouring out on, or putting
into.” Two baptisms were put in operation on the Day
of Pentecost, A.D. 33. Each was for a different purpose,
and was administered in a different way. Holy Spirit
baptism came first, by which God poured out His Spirit
on about one hundred twenty persons who were gdthered
in the upper room at Jerusalem. (Acts 1:13-15; 2:1-18.)
They were gathered in obedience to Christ’s command
to not depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the prom-
ise of the Father. (Acts 1:4.) The pouring out of God’s
Spirit was noised about and a multitude of Jews who
had come to keep the Feast of Pentecost rushed in to
see what the noise was about. Peter seized the opportunity
and delivered his wonderful sermon by which he con-
vinced them that they were guilty of crucifying their
Messiah. They said to Peter and to the rest of the apos-
tles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”
(Acts 2:37, 38). Three thousand were baptized and added
to the church.

In the year 64, Paul said, “There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all”
(Eph. 4:4-6). The purpose of Holy Spirit baptism was
to confirm the Word by the working of miracles. (Mark
16:20.) The Word was confirmed, then written so that
you and I might learn of God and His plan of salvation
that is through His Son Jesus Christ. After the Word was
confirmed, the baptism of the Holy Spirit had filled its
mission and was no longer needed.

Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, enumerated the

gifts of miracles and showed that they had ceased. “Now
abideth faith, hope, [and] charity, these three, but the
greatest of these is charity” (1 Cor. 12:27-31; 13:1-13).
Holy Spirit baptism was direct from God, and preceded
water baptism at Pentecost, and at the home of Cor-
nelius. At other times it came through laying on of the
apostles’ hands, on those who had been baptized in water.

We have two records where others received Holy Spirit
baptism by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. The
apostles received a greater measure of the Spirit than
others received. They could bestow the power to work
miracles on those upon whom they laid their hands.
Philip was preaching in Samaria and baptized for the re-
mission of sins. He also performed miracles of healing..
The apostles at Jerusalem heard that the Samaritans had
received the Word, and sent Peter and John to investigate.
They came and prayed and laid their hands upon them
and they received the Holy Spirit. Simon the Sorcerer
saw that the Holy Spirit was given by the laying on of
the apostles’ hands. (Acts 8:5-18.) Philip was sent forth
to preach, but he did not have power to bestow on others
the working of miracles. Peter and John came and did
the work that only the apostles were qualified to do.

Paul, passing through the upper coasts, came to Ephe-
sus and found certain disciples who were baptized into
John’s baptism, but when they heard Paul, they were
“baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Paul laid his
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts
19:1-7.) When the apostles died and those upon whom
they had laid their hands had died, the working of
miracles was no longer necessary to confirm the Word.
Water baptism for remission of sins is the only baptism
left in operation.

God poured out His Spirit on the household of Cor-
nelius, for the purpose of teaching Peter and other Jews

that God was no respec
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» support a triune God.
and blood, even Jesus

Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And
it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is
truth, for there are three that bear witness in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these
three are one. And there are three that bear witness in
earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and these
three agree in one.”

The Diaglott was translated from Manuscript, No.
1209, and is in the Vatican library. The Diaglott footnotes
concerning the heavenly witnesses say that they are not
contained in any Greek manuscript which was written
earlier than the fifth century. It is not cited by any of
the Greek ecclesiastical writers, nor by any of the early
Latin fathers, even when the subjects upon which they
treated would naturally have led them to appeal to its
authority. Undoubtedly, it is forgery; therefore, spurious.
Go to Isaiah 44:6 for one of many texts that disproves a
triune God. “Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and
his redeemer the Lord of hosts: I am the first, and I am
the last; and beside me there is no God.”
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WHALT HAFPENS AFLIKK UDKALTHY
By Harold Doan

NE QUESTION which the Bible answers

quite differently than popular religion is,
“Where are the dead, and what is their condition$”
Popular religion says the dead are immortal and
are in a conscious state either in heaven or in a
subterranean vault known as hell. The Bible says
that the dead are in the grave, awaiting resurrec-
tion, and that they “know not any thing.” Here
are two diametrically opposite views. One says,
“Thou shalt not die, but you will just change form
and become like gods.” The other says, “The soul
that sinneth it shall die” and “he is both dead
and buried.”

Let us examine for a few moments some of the
Bible texts which concern the intermediate state,
the condition of those who have died and await
the bodily resurrection of the dead.

First Corinthians 15:52, 53, records, “In a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”
Commenting on this verse, the Jamison, Fausset,
and Brown Commentary says, “Here only, besides
1 Timothy 6:16, the word ‘immortality’ is found.
Nowhere is immortality of the soul, distinet from
the body, taught; a notion which many erroneous-
ly have derived from heathen philosophers. Scrip-
ture does not look for the anomalous state brought
about by death, as the consummation to be earn-
estly looked for (2 Cor. 5:4), but the resurrec-
tion.” This comment acknowledges that the doc-
trine of the immortality of the soul is pagan in
origin. It acknowledges that resurrection, not
death, is the time of change and reward for the
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tmctlon between soul and body, and maintain that
these verses refer only to the body of the believer.
Such a distinction is not seem in Secripture, for
the body is part of the soul. God “breathed into
his nostrils the breath [or spirit] of life; and man
became a living soul.” Notice, not a living body;
not that the soul entered the body and he became
a living man; but God breathed spirit into the
body and “man became a living soul.”

Someone might say, “Well, that is one man’s
opinion!” No, it is many men’s opinion! We rely
on the Word of God alone to teach us the true
state of man in life and death. Since some put
much stock in the views of men, we will quote
for you the opinions of some of history’s great
church leaders on this question. We are indebted
to the late S. J. Lindsay and to Pastor Grover
Gordon for finding these quotations.

“In A.D. 150, Justin Martyr wrote, ‘If you
meet some that are called Christians, who say
there is no resurrection of the dead, but immedi-
ately when they die their souls are received up
into heaven, take care that you do not look on
these as Christians.’” A quick look in any good
church history will show that Justin was a recog-
nized leader in the first century after Christ, a
man still known to have been firm in the true
Christian faith.

S. D. McConnell, D.D.D.C.I., rector of the All
Souls Church, New York, in his book, “The Evo-
lution of Immortality,” states that “Of the early
Christians, those who were Greeks brought to the
new religion the Platonic idea that the soul was
indestructible, and the Greek influence gained the
domination in the early church. The Platonic doec-
trine (doctrine of Plato) of natural immortality
came to be accepted. The notion was withstood
from the very beginning as being subversive of
the very existence of Christianity.
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we already have read in 1 Corinthians 15:53, and
as Jesus promised when He said in Luke 18:30,
“Who shall not receive manifold more in this pres-
ent time, and in the world {or age] to come ever-
lasting life.” Now, that life is “hid with Christ
in God” (Col. 3:3). It is accounted to us now,
but “when Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory”
(Col. 3:4).

There are those who will say, “But I have al-
ways been taught I will go to heaven as soon as
I die and that is what I want to believe.” Poor
Eve wanted to believe that, too. She hoped against
hope that sin would not result in death, but in
translation to a new state of existence. The devil
encouraged her. Why not forget this devil’s lie,
and the pagan philosophies of men, and the pop-
ular theories of modern religionists, and return
to the Word of God to see what it says about
the state of the dead?
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THE ATONEMENT

By Norman J. McLeod

Necessity of Atonement

AN in himself is in a hopeless condition.

“The carnal mind is enmity against God”
(Rom. 8:7). Man’s own righteousness is as “filthy
rags” in the sight of God: “but we are all as
an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”
(Isa. 64:6). Paul said, in speaking about the
Jews and Gentiles, “What then? are we Dbetter
than they? No, in no wise: for we have Dbefore
proved hoth Jew and Gentiles, that they are all
under sin; as it is written, There is none right-
eous, no, not one . . . there is none that doeth
good, no, not one” (Rom. 3:9-12). Man in his
sinful nature is without God and without hope
in the world. In His great mercy toward us, how-
ever, God has provided a way of salvation.

The Sacrifice

God sent His only begotten Son into the world
to give man a hope, a way unto God, to give man
salvation. Jesus is able to provide a hope of eter-
nal life, which is the gift of God. He is able to
cover our sins and provide us with His righteous-
ness wherehy we can approach unto God. All that
God asks of man is that he believe upon the Son
whom He sent into the world for a sacrifice for
our sins, and to be obedient. Jesus was obedient
unto His heavenly Father, even to the point of
death, and thereby provided a way to salvation.

No other way of salvation has ever been pro-
vided than that of the sacrifice of the Saviour
of mankind. The Jews thought the law would save

IvAi. ULRDUS BGIU VU LIELiaz . DCALUIL LUG SULIPULWICTD,
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39).

There was never salvation in any other way
than that provided by God in the gift of His only
hegotten Son. When Peter and John had been
imprisoned for healing in the name of the Saviour
and were hefore the rulers of Israel, Peter said
he had done miracles in the name and power of
Jesus, and, “Neither is there salvation in any oth-
er: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12). There never has been any other way
of salvation. Jesus said He who tried to get into
the sheepfold by some other method was a thief
and a robbher. He is the only door into the sheep-
fold. Paul pictured the sorry plight of man in
his natural condition in Romans 7:13-23, and
then made the exclamation: “0O wretched man
that T am! who shall deliver me from the hody
of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. So then with the mind I myself scrve
the law of God; hut with the flesh the law of
sin” (vv. 24, 25). Indeed, we are in a wretched
state without our Saviour. His sacrifice is all that
can make us whole, is all that can save us in the
day of wrath, is all that can give us hape of eter-
nal life in the Kingdom of God.

The Sacrifice Is Adequate

The atoning blood of Jesus purges from all
sin and makes us righteous in the sight of God.
“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more, he-
ing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And
not only so, but we also joy in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
the atonement” (Rom. 5:10, 11). Under the law,
the day of atonement was set apart. The high
priest sacrificed first for his own sins, and then
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1d understanding. We
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tures of Christianity, the death, burial and res-
urrection of Christ; that we are rising to walk
a new life in our present condition; and that we
are looking forward to the greater resurrection
day when Jesus shall return to establish His
Kingdom. The whole of Christianity is embod-
ied in the act of immersion.

Thus we see that although the doctrine of the
atonement is the central feature of Dbelief, yet it
is closely tied to all the other essential tecachings
of the Word of God as proclaimed by the proph-
ets, Jesus, and His apostles. The atoning blood
of Jesus is sufficient to give us salvation, but it
is of no avail unless we act upon our belief in
its saving power.
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J this world shall see unusual and terrible things hap-
pen in heaven and in earth. It is of the signs in heaven we
would like to speak.

A bricf outline of some world, end-time events is given
us in Matthew 24:29-31. Since Jesus gives us this outline,
there can be no doubt as to its accuracy.

1) The great tribulation shall come to an end.

1) Immediately afterward, the sun shall be darkened,
the moon shall not give light, the stars shall fall,
and the powers of heaven shall shake.

3) Then the personal sign of Christ shall appear in the
sky (as the star appeared at His birth).

4) Then the natiers of ca.:h shall mourn, and they
shall sce Christ coming in power and great glory.

3) Jesus will send His angels with a trumpet sound to
gather together His elect from the four winds (di-
rections).

We will notice a few things about points 2, 3, and 4 of
Jesus' outline.

The Darkening of Sun, Moon, and Stars

There is no doubt in my mind that this will be a very
literal occurrence. There are several proofs for its liter-
ality. First, the literal heaven is contrasted with the literal
carth in Acts 2:19, 20. “I will shew wonders in heaven
above, and signs in the earth beneath; . . . the sun shall
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood [as
blood, dark, Rev. 6:12], before that great and notable day
of the Lord come.”

Another proof that the literal sun, moon, and stars
will not give their light is found in Isaiah 13:10, where
the constellations (star groups) are specifically named.
“The stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall
not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his
going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to
shine.”

same thing: Isaiah 13:9, 10, 13; Ezekiel 32:7, 8; Joel 2:
30, 31; 3:15, 16; Jesus (Matt. 24:29; Mark 13:24, 25; Luke
21:25); Peter (Acts 2:19, 20); and John (Rev. 6:12, 13).

How will the sun be darkened? How will the moon
be darkened? How will the stars be darkened? Ezekiel
explains the way. “When [ shall put thee out [wicked
Egypt, among other nations|, I will cover the heaven, and
make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a
cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. Al the
bright lights of heaven will 1 make dark over thee, and
set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord God.” A4 great,
thick, black cloud shall surround the earth immediately
after the Great Tribulation. This cloud will prevent the
light of the heavenly bodies from reaching the earth. The
earth, therefore, will be dark.

What will cause this cloud to form? We do not know.
The Bible says God will cover the sun with a cloud.
Many times He uses natural things in His workings.
Some would say that this would be an atomic cloud over
all the earth. At any rate, the great cloud will make the
earth “black as sackcloth of hair” just before Jesus comes.

The Moon Darkened

We understand that the moon is a dark planet; it gives
off no light of its own. It reflects light from the sun. We
know this because when there is an eclipse of the sun,
the moon comes between the sun and the earth, and the
carth becomes dark. If the moon had light of its own,
such an eclipse would make no difference with the light.
Thus, if the light of the sun were to be cut off, as it shall
be, the moon would receive no light to reflect. Hence, it
will be dark.

The moon governs the tides. If the coming great and
thick cloud will be dense enough, or if the shaking of
the heavens is violent enough to change the position of
the moon, it could affect the tides. Jesus said, “Upon the
carth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
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The mountains then will be full of people, not pleas-
ure secking, but seeking to save their lives. Perhaps we
should go to the mountains and put some Bibles in the
caves for those people to read when these awful things
happen! It may be too late for them then!

Revelation 16:10 speaks of the time coming when the
kingdom of the beast will be “full of darkness.” Will
this be the same darkness of which Jesus spoke when
He said the sun would be darkened? Jesus’ coming is
prephesied in verse 15, “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he
walk naked, and they see his shame.”

Let us notice the outline of Jesus once again: 1) End
of Great Tribulation; 2) Signs in sun, moon, stars, shak-
ing of heaven; 3) Sign of Christ (see Num. 24:17, “Scep-
tre”); 4) Nations of earth mourn, and see Christ come
in glory; 5) Christ sends His angels out with the sound
of a trumpet and they gather together the elect.

The heavenly signs shall precede Christ’s coming. There
is another oddity of the heavenly light to come after
Christ comes—a time when the usual order of things is
broken up. Zechariah speaks of it. “It shall come to pass
in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:
but it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord,
not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that a eve-
ning time 1t shall be light” (14:6, 7). This evidently will
happen in the beginning of Christ’s reign.

Wonderful things, marvelous things, are to happen in
heaven and earth! Immediately after Jesus spoke of these
things He said, “When ye see these things come to pass,
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand” (Luke
21:31). These wonders and irregularities are to announce
Christ, and God’s Kingdom.

May it be that all who read this will not be hunting
caves in the mountains in that day, but be looking up,
waiting to be gathered by the angels to Christ in the air!
In that day, our redemption shall come!
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evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto
them” (Jer. 18:7-10). The same is true of the individual:
“The soul that sinneth, # shall die” (Ezek. 18:20). “But
if the wicked will turn from all hAis sins that he hath
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall noz die.
All Ais transgressions that e hath committed, they shall
not be mentioned unto him, in Azs righteousness that Ae
hath done he shall live. Have I any pleasure at all that
the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not
that ke should return from his ways and live?” (vv. 21-
23).

The reverse is said of both the nation and the individual
that turn from righteousness to evil. God is ever thus;
therefore, it is said, “I change not.” There is, however,
one occasion where He is said to have made a breach of
promise (or altered His purpose, margin), and made
Israel to serve forty years in the wilderness, a year for a
day in which they searched the land. (See Num. 14:34.)

The definition of the Greek words from which we get
the words predestination, foreordained, before ordained,
etc., according to Young are: proorizo, to mark off first
or beforehand (Rom. 8:29, 30; Eph. 1:5-11; 1 Cor. 2:7;
Acts 4:28); proginosho, to begin to know beforehand,
and prographo, to write or describe before (Jude 4), or-
dained; proetoimazo, to make ready before (Eph. 2:10),
afore prepared (Rom. 9:23).

The fact that God foreknew, “declaring the end from
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done” (Isa. 46:10), no one can doubt, unless
he denies that God exists. Nor does it seem to be strange
that He “marked off before” certain things; and that He
“wrote or described” certain other things, for that proves
Him as God. “Let them bring them forth, and shew the
former things, what they be, that we may consider them,
and know the latter end of them; or declare us things
for to come. Shew the things rhat are to come hereafter,

L ™

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new
things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you
of them” (Isa. 42:9). Jesus used the same principle of
identification: “Now I tell you before it come, that, when
it come to pass, ye may believe that I am he” (John 13:19).
This does not indicate that God has fixed the destiny of
every man, from eternity; but it proves His foreknowl-
edge and power to forezell future events.

Someone will surely say that Scripture says: “I make
peace, and create evil” (Isa. 45:7). True, by making stat-
utes and laws, evil is created, “for sin is the transgression
of the law” (1 John 3:4). After creating evil; and “that
sin by the commandment might become exceeding sin-
ful” (Rom. 7:13), “is God unrighteous who taketh ven-
geance? (I speak as a man) God forbid: for then how
shall God judge the world?” (Rom. 3:5, 6). But God does
not TEMPT any man to sin, even though He does test,
try, or prove him. When a man is tempted, he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. (Jas. 1:13-15.) “He
hath appointed @ day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness” (Acts 17:31), “by Jesus Christ”
(Rom. 2:16), “who will render to every man according
to Azs deeds” (Rom. 2:6). “For there is no respect of per-
sons with God.” God’s standard of judgment is described
in Romans 2:12-16 and John 12:46-48. Man’s definition of
predestination makes God a respecter of persons!

When God had respect to Abel’s offering (being more
excellent), and Cain was very wroth, God said: “If zhou
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if zhox doest
not well, sin lieth at the door; and unto thee is its desire,
but zhou canst rule over it” (Gen. 4.7, Leeser). Cain slew
his brother. Why? “Because Azs own works were evil”

(1 John 3:12).

W hat About Pharaoh?
“The scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same
purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my



power in thee” (Rom. 9:17). The idea is taken from this
text that God caused Pharaoh to be born, placed him in
this position and then hardened his heart, in order to
show in him the power of God. Let us examine some of
the Scriptural statements concerning God’s use of Phar-
aoh according to His foreknowledge. First, we note that
Pharaoh was deceitful. (Ex. 8:29.) Second, “when Phar-
aoh saw that there was a respite [or rest from the plague],
he hardened Ais heart, and hearkened not unto them; as
the Lord Aad said” (8:15; see vv. 31, 32). God knew that
when He removed the plagues, Pharaoh would change
his mind (deceitful), so He said: “I will harden his heart”
(Ex. 4:21). Third, Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that
I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the
Lord, neither will T let Israel go” (Ex. 5:2). This was the
new king that knew not Joseph (Ex. 1:8; Acts 7:18), “the
Assyrian” (Isa. 52:4).

With this background, note what was said to Pharaoh,
through Moses. “At this time I send all my plagues
against thy heart, and against thy servants, and against
thy people; in order that thou mayest know that there
is none like me on all the earth. For even now 1 might
have stretched out my hand, and smuizzen thee and thy
people with pestilence; and thou wouldest have been cut
off from the earth; but for tAis cause have 1 allowed thee
to remain, in order to show thee my power; and in order
that they may proclaim my name throughout all the
carih” (Ex. 9:14-16, Leeser). If anyone ever had proof
.+ the existence of God, it was Pharaoh, but because of
his deceitfulness and the fact that the plagues were re-
moved, he refused to obey, untl his first-born was taken,
and even then he went to overtake Israel. It was then
that he was destroyed in the Red Sea. (Psa. 136:15.) Here
azain, we are reminded of the foreknowledge of God,
vut His use of Pharaoh in no way proves that every in-
dividual is predestined from eternity, to either eternal
happiness or misery, without any choice.

Daniel had given Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation
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not dealt with us after our sins; neither rewarded us
according to our iniquities” (Psa. 103:8-10). “Therefore
also now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with
mourning: and rend yowur heart, and not your garments,
and turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and re-
penteth him of the evil” (Joel 2:12, 13). “I have spread
out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which
walketh 2 a way that was not good, after their own
thoughts” (Isa. 65:2). “ Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neitker his ear heavy, that
it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear. For your hands are defiled
with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; yowur lips
have spoken lies, and your tongue hath muttered perverse-
ness” (Isa. 59:1-3).

Now notice Malachi 3:6, again: “For I am the Lord,
I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not.con-
sumed.” Still longsuffering and ready to forgive #f they
would return to Him! He is unchangeable in that respect.
On the other hand, if they will not return to Him, He
“will by no means clear the guilty”! Therefore, He is un-
changeable in this respect also.

A good example of God changing His attitude toward
man, when man turns or changes Azs ways (which does
not contradict the fact that He is an unchangeable God,
because this is one of His characteristics) is found in the
record of Nineveh. “God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God repented of the
evil, that Ae had said that He would do unto them; and
did it not” (Jonah 3:10). Jonah said: “O Lord, was not
this my saving, when I was yet in my country? Therefore
I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a
gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repentest thee of the evi’” (Jonah 4:2).
Here is further proof of this characteristic: “If that na-



with the following statements of Scripture: “Return unto
me, and I will return unto you” (Mal. 3:7; Zech. 1:3).
“Return ye now every man from A:s evil way, and amend
your doings” (Jer. 35:15). “Let the wicked forsake Azs
way, and the unrighteous man /4:s thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the Lord” (Isa. 55:7, 8). If the reader will
take the time to examine the word “way” in any con-
cordance, and notice the contrast between God’s way and
man’s way, he will see as God said: “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than yowr thoughts” (Isa. 55:9).
“Who in times past suffered all nations to walk after
their own ways” (Acts 14:16). When Israel lived in their
own land, “zhey defiled it by their own way and by their
doings” (Ezek. 36:17). “According to their way and ac-
cording to their doings I judged them” (Ezek. 36:19).
It is evident that zhey were not following God’s way.

Fatalism makes God responsible for all evil, and guilty
of causing authorities to punish criminals for crime which
they were made to do.

It is true that the Scripture says: “I am the Lord, I
change not” (Mal. 3:6). What are the characteristics of
God which do not change? “The Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy tor thousands, forgiving in-
iquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no
means clear the guilry; visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children, and upon the children’s children,
unto the third and to the fourth generation” (Ex. 34:6, 7).
He “will not turn away his facc from you, if ye returs
unto him” (2 Chron. 30:9). “Slow to anger, and plente-
ous in mercy, He will not always chide [strive or con-
tend]: neither will he keep his anger for ever. He hath

he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The
king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I
have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of
my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While
the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from
heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is
spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. And they
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until
thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 4:
29-32; note 2:37, 38).

Daniel 4:17 is a verse which is often used to prove pre-
destination. It reads, “That the living may know that the
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest
[Heb., shaphal, humble; see 5:22-—same word] of men.”
See Leeser’s translation of Daniel 4:14 and 5:22: “Thou
his son, O Belshazzar, hast not Aumbled [Heb., shaphal]
thine heart, though thou knewest all this.” We have had
examples of humble men being put in authority and
when they had gained power it went to their heads, and
they became the basest of men. Modern examples: Hitler
was a paperhanger, and Mussolini was the son of a black-
smith. No doubt each did some good for his country for
a time, but, becoming drunk with power, they both
came to a shameful end. “Whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall
be exalted” (Matt. 23:12).

On the other hand, Abraham Lincoln was a humble
railsplitter, yet he has gone down in history as one of our
greatest of rulers.

Nebuchadnezzar was told by Daniel, after he had been
shown what was about to befall him: “Wherefore, O
king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break
off #/:; sins by righteousness, and zAzne iniquities by shew-



ing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy
tranquility” (Dan. 4:27). This would be utterly impos-
sible if man has no choice in his destiny.

How About Jacob and Esau?

“(For the children being not yet born, neither having
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according
to election [ekloge, to make choice or choose] might
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) it was said
unto her [Rebecca], The elder shall serve the younger”
(Rom. 9:11, 12). It was unnecessary for God to wait for
them to do good or evil before making a choice between
them; for by His foreknowledge He knew beforehand
that Esau would not value his birthright and would sell
it for a morsel of meat. So He was able to foretell the re-
sult and declare it before they were born. Therefore, “the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Rom.
11:29).

God always chooses, or marks off beforehand, 4y His
foreknowledge, and according to His purpose, which, in
turn, is marked off or described in advance. Abraham is
a good example. “Abraham, when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an inher-
itance, obeyed.” This is what God said of him: “For 1
know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him”
(Gen. 18:19).

Marked Off

Let us examine the Scriptures where the word proorizo
occurs to see what has been “marked off beforehand.”
“We know that all things work together for good 1) to
them that love God, 2) to them who are the called accord-
ing to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Who are the called?
“Even us, whom he called, not of the Jews only, but
also of the Gentiles” (9:24). How were, or are, they
called? “Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess.

even in his day. Note his correction: “And not rather,
(as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that
we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come ?” (Rom. 3:8).
It is quite evident by Paul’s writing that he was not a
fatalist in the sense that he was unable to do anything
to either keep or lose his status; else he would not have
stressed the thought of “how ye ought to walk and to
please God” (1 Thess. 4:1). He said: “I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). Speaking of the works of the
flesh, he said: “They which do such things shall not in-
herit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:21). “Be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom.
12:2). These, and like scriptures, are rendered superflu-
ous if the generally accepted idea: “That what is to be,
will be,” is true, because it is impossible to change what
is decreed.

From the general tone of Scripture, it is evident that
God has given man the privilege of “choice” in either
serving Him or serving Him not. (Mal. 3:18.) The fol-
lowing texts are examples: “See, I have set before thee
this day life and good, and death and evil” (Deut. 30:15).
“I call heaven and earth to record this day against you,
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live” (v. 19). In Eden there was a choice be-
tween the tree of /ife, and that of the knowledge of good
and evil (death). Joshua said: “If it seem evil unto you
to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve”™
(Josh. 24:15). “For that zAey hated knowledge, and did
not choose the fear of the Lord: zAhey would none of my
counsel: zhey despised my reproof. Therefore shall zhey
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with zheir
own devices” (Prov. 1:29-31). Psalm 119:173 declares, “Let
thine hand helo me: for I have chosen thv preceots.”
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v for thon onghtess nat ta do the things that he hat-
eth. Say not thou, He hath caused me to err: for he hath
no need of the sinful man” (Ecclesiasticus 15:11, 12).

“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” (James
1:13, 14).

“He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, neither
hath he given any man license to sin” (Ecclesiasticus
15:20).

“Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding:
far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; and
from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. For
the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause
every man to find according to Ais ways. Yea, surely God
will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert
judgment” (Job 34:10-12).

The English word “predestinate” occurs twice (Rom.
8:29, 30); and “predestinated” twice (Eph. 1:5, 11). It
is from the Greek word, proorizo also translated “or-
dained before” (1 Cor. 2:7), and “determined before”
(Acts 4:28). Thus, the Greek word occurs six times in
all. Predestination, foreordination, and ordained before,
are defined by Webster’s Dictionary, as follows: “The
act of decreeing or foreordaining events; in theology, the
decree of God by which He has from eternity, unchange-
ably appointed or determined whatever comes to pass.
It is used particularly to denote the preordination of men
to everlasting happiness or misery, and is part of the un-
changeable plan of the divine government; in other
words, the unchangeable purpose of an unchangeable
God.” This is fatalism, and when applied to every act
of every individual, it makes man a machine, with no
choice; for in good or evil he does God’s will.

It is because of this conception of the word that some
of the statements of the Apostle Paul were misunderstood,
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posep “To be conformed to thc 1magc of his Son” (Rom.
8:29, 30). That is what He has marked off beforehand
for those who are the called.

But Jesus said: “Many are called, but few are chosen™
(Matt. 22:14). Why? Evidently because they failed “to
make their calling and election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10). not
“being made conformable unto his [Jesus’] death” (Phil.
3:10). How does God elect or choose? “God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13).
The “King of kings” “and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful” (Rev. 17:14).

" Now notice Ephesians 1:5 and 11. We have a similar
situation here. “According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before him in love” (v. 4). Hav-
ing marked off beforehand, “unto the adoption of chil-
dren by Jesus Christ” (v. 5). How do we become the
adopted children? “As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). “Ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba

Father” (v. 15). “Ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26, 27), “and if ye be Christ’s,
then . . . heirs” (v. 29; Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:11), “an inher-
itance” being marked off.

The Potter and the Clay (Romans 9:21-23)

Paul used this illustration several times: “earthen ves-
sels” (2 Cor. 4:7); vessels of “honour” and “dishonour”
(2 Tim. 2:20). They were named according to their use,
all made of “the same lump.” The vessel of honor con-
tained good, clean, pure, fresh water; the one of dis-
honor contained waste material. It is evident by the ad-
monition that (when applied to man) the vessels could
determine which they might be, for it is said: “If a man
purge Aimself from these, Ae shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master’s use” (v. 21). Vessels
of “mercy” (Rom. 9:23) were smaller, but they, too, con-



tained good, clean, pure, fresh water; the one of dis-
honor contained waste material. It is evident by the ad-
monition that (when appiied to man) the vessels could
determine which they might be, for it is said: “If @ man
purge Aimself from these, Ae shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master’s use” (v. 21). Vessels
of “mercy” (Rom. 9:23) were smaller, but they, too, con-
tained good, clean, pure, fresh water and were carried
when traveling, so as to dispense to anyone who might
need it. (“Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take of the water of life freely,” Rev. 22:17.)
The vessel of “wrath” (Rom. 9:22) was one which had
become marred. After much patience in trying to mend
it by the use of the blood of « certain insect mixed with
clay, it failed to respond to the potter’s hand, he finally
decided it was only ft for destruction, so it was called
a vessel of wrath. (It is not hard to make an application
here.) If a good vessel was desired and the potter chose
one for you, it was called “a chosen vessel” because he
knew it would stand every test. Paul was that kind of a
vessel. (Acts 9:15.) Perhaps that is why he used these
illustrations in his teaching.
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By Norman J. McLeod

Why should we be baptized? Because baptism
saves us: . . . when once the longsuffering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us ... by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:20, 21). The
words also of Jesus in the Great Commission
(Mark 16:15, 16) say that “he that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” It saves us, not by washing
away our sins, but because it is the answer of our
conscience toward God. One who has the right
kind of a conscience will want to be baptized in
the same spirit in which Christ said, “Thus it be-
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).

Baptism, as the Apostle Paul explains in Ro-
mans 6, is a threefold enactment of the teaching
of Jesus: 1) it proclaims that we believe that
Jesus suffered and bled and died on the cross for
us, and that He rose again from the dead; 2) it
is our testimony that we have adopted the Chris-
tian life, and that we are not the same as other
people, because we are dead to our old sins; and
3) it points forward to the greater resurrection
day of which Jesus’ resurrection was the first-
fruits, when the dead shall be raised, and Christ’s
Kingdom shall come, and He shall return to be
its king.

To believe that Jesus died is not important—
that is historical faect. But to believe that He
died for our sins, that He was in the grave three
days and nights according to His own predictions
(Matt. 12:39-40), and that He rose from the dead
are the things that we remember by our act of
being immersed in water in His name. That is the

baptism.

When we come out of the water in baptism, we
rise to walk a new life. This phase of the sym-
bolism has a present-day importance: we have
figuratively buried our old sinful natures by that
act. Baptism is a constant reminder that we are
to follow to the best of our ability in Jesus’
steps. Not that we cannot sin any longer, but
that we now have an advocate with God, so that
our sins are no longer remembered against us.
Even though we do not follow Jesus as we should,
we still are leading a different kind of life from
that day on, because the non-Christian and the
Christian alike will point to us as an example of
what a Christian is. If we are not good Chris-
tians we bring reproach upon the cause of Christ.
If we walk the good Christian walk, then our
lives are the best sermon we can preach.

Christ’s resurrection from the dead is the basis
of the hope that we have that some day we shall
stand with Him. The Apostle Paul argued (1 Cor.
15) that if Christ is not raised from the dead,
then our faith is in vain, and we are of all men
most miserable. If the dead are not to be raised,
then Christ is not raised. “But,” he says, “now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-
fruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). When
we come up from the grave of waters we testify
that we believe in the greater resurrection day
when we shall come forth to be with Him for-
evermore.

True baptism is by immersion only. Even a
child would understand that if he were given a
dead animal and told to bury it, that if he
sprinkled a few grains of dust on it, that it would
not be buried. Sholem Ash, the Jewish novelist
and antiquarian, says that the early Jewish Chris-
tians were baptized in the pool of Siloam. During
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baptism is the rite by which we obtain that citi-
zenship. The declaration of the judge will come
on that last resurrection day when we shall be
proclaimed citizens of the Kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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heaven? A substance that is better and more en-
during than any possessions here in this mortal
life now. Without changing the meaning of the
verse at all, it could read, “Ye have a better and
an enduring substance in heaven.” Hebrews 11:
39, 40 further explains that none have yet re-
ceived the promise of inheritance.

The promise of our future inheritance of the
earth comes from a promise God made back near
the beginning (Gen. 13:15; 17:7, 8; Rom. 4:13;
Gal. 3:29). It is repeated many times (Psa. 37:9,
11, 22, 29, 34; Matt. 5:5; Rev. 2:26, 27; 5:9, 10).

This substance of Hebrews 10:34, or promise
of Hebrews 10:36, is directly connected to Jesus’
coming in Hebrews 10:37. At Jesus’ coming the
age-old promises of Life and Inheritance in God’s
Kingdom on earth will become reality. It will be
no wonder that the righteous shall shout for joy
and rejoice when Jesus comes.

We cannot truthfully say this verse (Heb.
10:34) teaches that we go to heaven.

Heb. 11:16. “They desire a better country, that
is, an heavenly.” All the faithful have ever sought
for that heavenly country. But all have died, not
having received eternal life and inheritance on
earth (vv. 39, 40). Today we have the promise
of these -things.

Jesus said it this way: “Seek ye first the king-
dom of God” (Matt. 6:33). That heavenly coun-
try we all look for will be the earth made new
after Jesus comes (Rev. 21:5; 2 Pet. 3:13; Isa.
11:9). Jesus will bring to pass the restoration of
God’s creation that all the prophets have prom-
ised (Aects 3:19-21).

A city is also mentioned in the verse under
study. This city is called New Jerusalem in Reve-
lation 21, It will come down from God out of

[4]

are saved shall walk in the light of it” (v. 24).

So, once again we find nothing said about our
going to heaven.

1 Peter 1:4. “An inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you.” Notice Peter is speaking about
the Christian’s inheritance. It is reserved for us
in heaven. Is anything said about our going to
heaven to receive it? Certainly not!

Peter had just previously spoken about our
hope. What is that hope? An inheritance that will
not rot or decay, untainted, sound, and pure. That
inheritance is “reserved” for us. “Reserve” means
“to keep in store.” The promise of our inheritance
is today hid in Christ. When He comes, our in-
heritance will be upon earth (Matt. 5:5).

One must assume that we go to heaven for that
inheritance, for the verse does not say so. In
none of these twelve verses is ‘“going to heaven”
found. Let us never assume things to be so when
there is no “Thus saith the Lord.” Our salvation
is too important to base it on assumption. “The
TRUTH shall make you free,” said Jesus.

Jesus, Only, Has Ascended Into Heaven

More than a dozen scriptures explain to us that
our Saviour Jesus Christ has ascended into the
heavens. He is sitting at the right hand of God
today, interceding for His people (Rom. 8:34;
Hebh. 10:12).

But the Bible declares that NO OTHER MAN
has ascended to heaven (John 3:13). “No man
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came
down from heaven, even the Son of man which is
in heaven” (John 3:13).

David, a man after God’s own heart, is not in
heaven. “David is not ascended into the heavens”
(Acts 2:34).

[5]



Surely it is basing our belief on a shaky foun-
dation to say we go to heaven for eternal reward
when David did not ascend and Ohrist is said to
be the only man to do so.

It is not Bible teaching that the reward of
Christians is to be allowed to ascend to heaven to
he forever with God and His Son. Bible teaching
is that They will descend to us and that a heav-
enly Kingdom shall cover the earth. (See Rev.
21:3; Acts 1:11; Matt. 24:30, 31; 25:31-46;
Hab. 2:14.)

Jesus Christ Shall Bring Our Reward to Us

Our heavenly reward is in Christ. When He
comes to the earth the second time He will have
with Him rewards for every man.

Rev. 22:12. “Behold, I come quickly; and my
reward is with me, to give every man according as
his work shall be” (Matt. 16:27).

1 Peter 1:13. ‘“Be sober, and hope to the end
for THE GRACE THAT IS TO BE BROUGHT
UNTO YOU AT THE REVELATION OF JE-
SUS CHRIST.”

Isa. 62:11. ‘“Behold, the Lord God will come
with strong hand and his arm shall rule for him:
behold, his reward is with him, and his work be-
fore him.” God will send Christ to reward all, and
to restore the earth to Edenic conditions (Rev.
11:15-18; Acts 3:19-21).

1 Thess. 4:16. “The Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
arehangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first.” Why shall Christ
descend? One reason is to resurrect the righteous.

Rev. 14:1. “A Lamb stood on mount Sion.”
Mount Zion is on the earth. It has been chosen of
God as the place of His everlasting reign over
earth (Isa. 24:23).

Zech. 14:4. “His feet shall stand in that day

M6l

ens.” This new building of God, this new house
from heaven, is explained in 1 Corinthians 15:
42-54 as being our new spiritual bodies at the
resurrection.

Even in this passage (2 Cor. 5:1) we notice
the key in verse 4 that opens our understanding
of what he has said: “that mortality might be
swallowed up of life.” We are mortal now (Job
4:17). We hold the treasure of our faith in earth-
en vessels (2 Cor. 4:7). We have natural, or
earthy, bodies today (1 Cor. 15:44, 46-49).

But when we are clothed with Eternal Life at
Jesus’ coming and the resurrection, we shall have
something better than an earthen vessel, even a
gpiritual body, a house from heaven.

Notice in our verse (2 Cor. 5:1), it does not
say: ‘“an house . .. etermally in heaven.” It says:
“an house . . . eternal” which is in heaven now.
Tater, it will come from heaven to us (v. 2).

“Eternal” in this verse is an adjective describ-
ing this future house of ours. It will be ours for
eternity. Then, our mortality will be swallowed up
by Eternal Life (v. 4). We now bear the image
of earthy man. We then shall bear the image of
God at the resurrection, when the full birth of the
Spirit takes place.

Once again we must stretch a point to say 2
Corinthians 5:1 says we will go to heaven.

Col. 1:5. “The hope which is laid up for you
in heaven.” Paul spoke about our hope — some-
thing for us in the future. It is “laid up” or “put
away’” for us in heaven.

What was that hope? It is found in the gospel
(v. 5). It is that we might be accounted worthy
of the inheritance of the saints (v. 12), even en-
trance into the Kingdom of God (v. 13).

That hope which is now in heaven will be ours,
if faithful. Still nothing is said about our going
to heaven.

[31



neaven.” What are we to lay up in heaven? Treas-
ures, or something that is most valuable-—a good
report with God, so we may have entrance into
His future Kingdom (v. 33).

Why lay it up in heaven? Because that is where
God and Christ are. Christ is the One who will
bring our reward to us.

Once again we must assume that we go to heav-
en for those treasures, for the verse does not say
anything about our going to heaven.

Luke 12:33. “A treasure in the heavens that
faileth not.” Jesus had been speaking about the
Kingdom of God. Once more, Jesus emphasized
the value of entrance into the coming Kingdom.
He likened our entrance into the Kingdom to
“treasure.” This treasure, when possessed, will
never fail or end.

Now, our treasure is in heaven with Jesus, but
when He comes, our treasure will be enjoyed on
an earth made new (Dan. 2:44; 7:27).

Heavenly treasures? Yes. Yet the verse says
nothing about our going to heaven.

Luke 18:22, Matt. 19:21. Mark 10:21. “Thou
shalt have treasure in heaven.” Once again, Jesus
had been speaking of the value to us of entering
God’s Kingdom. He said we shall have treasure in
heaven if we follow His teachings. That is, we
shall have something valuable, priceless, there.

Why treasure there, in heaven? Because God
and Christ are there. God is the One who gave
the promise of the coming Kingdom of God, and
Christ is the One who will establish that King-
dom on the earth (Rev. 11:15; Dan. 7:14).

It is stretching the point to say the verse
teaches we shall go to heaven to receive that treas-
ure, for the verse does not say so.

2 Cor. 5:1. “We have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heav-

(2]

which Jesus ascended. See Acts 1:11, where it is
prophesied that Jesus shall come as He went.

Phil. 3: 20, 21. “Our conversation is in heaven;
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glo-
rious body.” We are looking for Jesus to come
from heaven to change our mortal bodies to im-
mortal bodies.

Immortal Souls

There will be no immortal souls (persons) until
after the resurrection, when immortality shall be
given to the faithful (1 Cor. 15:51-54).

It was not any soul of Christ that ascended to
heaven, but He Himself, and that after His soul
(He) had been (kzad three days, then resurrected.
(See Isa. 53:10, 12; Acts 2:31—hell, hades =
grave.)

All that made up Jesus, died. If Jesus did not
die, then was resurrected, we are still in our sins
(1. Cor. 15:12-17). But Christ did die for our
sins (v. 3), and has been resurrected to Life. He
is the First-fruits (v. 23). We follow the same
pattern. We die; we will be resurrected. When?
At Jesus’ coming!

If there are immortal souls, why does not the
Bible mention them? It is because Scripture shows
souls to be mortal. All through the Bible, souls
are spoken of as dying, being killed, being be-
headed. (Josh. 10:35; Ezek. 18:4; James 5:20.)

If immortal souls go to heaven at death, why
does not Scripture mention it? It is because the
plan of God is for our reward to be brought to
us at the coming of Jesus, when He will begin
His thousand-year reign over the earth. (See Rev.
20; Psa. 72:8-11; Isa. 2:2-4; 11:6-9; Rev. 5:
9, 10; Matt. 5:5.)

If there is any part of man that continues to

(7]



live between man’s death and the resurrection,
why does not Scripture mention it? It is because
the Scripture has shown the opposite, that it is
not possible for us to have immortality until the
resurrection from the dead takes place, and the
equivalent change for Christians then living (1
John 3:2; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52).

CONCLUSION

Our reward is in heaven now. It includes Life,
eternal and immortal, and our everlasting Inher-
itance upon earth. Our reward is in heaven now
because Jesus is still in heaven. These everlasting
promises are reserved for us until the day of re-
ward. All the faithful shall be rewarded together
(1 Thess. 4:16, 17). That Reward Jesus is going
to bring with Him. He is coming to set up God’s
Kingdom in place of man’s kingdoms (Rev. 11:
15).

Are you ready for Jesus’ coming? It will be a
day of judgment for all. Where will you stand?
What will be your reward? Are you eagerly
awaiting His arrival? Will you be with Jesus the
Christ throughout eternity?

If you think your salvation is questionable, re-
study the Bible’s teaching of Faith, Repentance,
Baptism, and Holy Living. Those not worthy of
entrance into God’s future Kingdom here on the
earth will be cast into the Lake of Fire, which is
the Second Death. We must make our stand
known today, before God and men. The time is
short, and Jesus’ coming is near. Examine your
life by the teachings of Jesus, reform and fol-
low Him, and you can Live eternally here on a
new earth with Him.

T IS commonly believed by most denominations

that the reward of Christians is to be allowed
to ascend to heaven to be forever with God and
His Son Jesus Christ. Most teach a temporary
trip to heaven until the resurrection, then, when
soul and body are reunited (supposedly), the per-
son goes to heaven for eternity. Hence, all bless-
ings would be enjoyed in heaven forever.

This teaching has come from a supposition. The
Bible teaches that the reward of all Christians is
in heaven now, because Christ is there now, and
we depend upon Him for our eternal reward. Yes,
our reward is in heaven now. No one would dchate
that truth. But then, most people assume that to
receive that reward it would be necessary to go
to heaven to receive it.

This is where many depart from the Bible, not
understanding what the Bible teaching is on this
subject. To assume something is so is dangerous.
We must have a “Thus saith the Lord” in some-
thing as important as this. We are expressly
warned against adding to or taking from Serip-
ture. Let us examine the twelve passages com-
monly supposed to teach “going to heaven” as
our reward. Notice carefully what is said about
our reward and about heaven.

REWARD IN HEAVEN

Matt. 5:12. Luke 6:23. “Great is your reward
in heaven.” Notice that it is our rewatd that is
now in heaven. That reward is a great reward,
and it is so important to us that it is something
about which to rejoice and be exceedingly glad.

This is part of the Beatitudes, in which Jesus
blessed people with certain characteristics and
promised them certain future rewards.

To be truthful, we cannot say that this verse
says we will go to heaven. Such a belief must be
assumed.
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HE Kingdom of God 1s one of the outstand-

ing themes of the Bible, yet we venture to

say that to the great majority of people the
Kingdom of God is a hazy and vague subject. The
Secriptures, however, offer abundant testimony
concerning the nature of the Kingdom, its loca-
tion, extent, duration, and citizens. It is our pur-
pose to present briefly the Kingdom in its differ-
ent phases and to show that it will be a real, lit-
eral Kingdom.

Location. The Scriptures are very definite in re-

gard to the location of God’s Kingdom.
Although the great majority of people believe our
future home will be in heaven, the Secriptures offer
no such testimony. Nowhere can we find that God
promised heaven as a home for the righteous. On
the contrary, we find that time after time the
Bible speaks of a Kingdom to be established on
the earth. Observe the promise made to Abraham:

“The Lord said unto Abraham, after that Lot
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art north-
ward, and southward, and eastward, and west-
ward: for all the land which thou seest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will
make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if
a man can number the dust of the earth, then
shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee” (Gen.
13:14-17). This same promise of an inheritance
in the earth was also repeated to Isaac and Jacob.
(Gen. 26:1-3; 28:10-15.)

Daniel, in his vision of the Kingdom, was told
that “the kingdom and dominion, and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall
be given to the people of the saints of the most
High” (Dan. 7:27).

1avia, 1n rsalm 3¢ :Y-zy, Was Very empnatic ds
to where the righteous will reign in their future
home, saying: “Evildoers shall be cut off: but
those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit
the earth., . .. The meek shall inherit the earth;
and shall delight themselves in the abundance of
peace. . . . The righteous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein for ever.”

Solomon, the wisest man of all history, substan-
tiated the fact that the righteous shall inherit the
earth: “The righteous shall never be removed: but
the wicked shall not inherit the earth. . . . Behold,
the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth:
much more the wicked and the sinner” (Prov. 10:
30; 11:31).

In the New Testament, we read that Christ
promised His followers the earth for their home,
saying: ‘“Blessed are the meek: for they shall in-
herit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). Also, we read of
Christ: “Thou . . . hast made us unto our God
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth” (Rev. 5:9, 10).

Thus, from beginning to end, the Scriptures
unite in declaring that the earth is to be the eter-
nal home of the righteous in the future Kingdom.
In fact, the Bible’s last scene is laid in the new
earth and pietures it as it will be when, in the
Kingdom reign of Christ, the “former things were
passed away” and “all things . .. (become) new”
(Rev. 21:1-4).

Extent. - When fully established, the Kingdom

will cover the entire earth and be uni-

versal in its sway. This is shown by the following

Scripture: ‘“He shall have dominion also from sea

to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the

earth” (Psalm 72:8). Zechariah 9:10 carries the
same thought as the foregoing verse.

Daniel, in his interpretation of the king’s dream
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with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17).
Hear also the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 2:12:
“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we
deny him, he also will deny us.”

Going to the Book of Revelation, we hear the
voice of Jesus speaking to John: “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne” (3:21). Yes, Christ
will be Ruler and the saints will be the joint-heirs
of that wonderful Kingdom.

We are living in perilous times, and it behooves
us, therefore, to live close to God’s Word and to
glean therefrom the blessings that God has prom-
ised those who obey Him. May we be worthy to
reign with Christ our King in His glorious King-
dom.

Published by
NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTION
Oregon, Illinois

Printed in U.S.A. 3M-5-56

of
God

“The Kingdom

R



Bl REINO DE DIOS
Por HARRY GOEKLER

NO de los temas mas importantes de la

Biblia es el Reino de Dios, pero se puede
decir que la mayoria de la gente tiene ideas
vagas y oscuras con respecto a él. Sin embargo,
la Sagrada Escritura manifiesta sobrado testi-
monio tocante al Reino: su sitio, su extension,
su duracion, y sus habitantes. Proponemos pre-
sentar en pocas palabras los diferentes aspectos
de este Reino, demostrando que sera un Reino
verdadero y real.

Sitio. La Biblia es muy exacta con respecto al
sitio del Reino de Dios. Aunque la

mayor parte de la gente cree que nuestra morada
futura esta en el cielo, las Escrituras no mani-
fiestan tal testimonio. No podemos hallar en
ninguna parte de Ellas que Dios haya prometido
que el cielo sera la morada de los justos. Al
contrario, siempre es muy evidente que la Biblia
habla de un Reino que va a establecerse en la
tierra. Notese la promesa hecha a Abraham:

“Y Jehova dijo a Abram, después que Lot se
apartd de él: Alza ahora tus ojos, y mira desde
el lugar donde estds, hacia el Aquilén, y al
Mediodia, y al Oriente, y al Occidente; porque
toda la tierra que ves, la daré a ti y a tu simiente
para siempre. Y haré tu simiente como el polvo
de la tierra: que si alguno podra contar el polvo
de la tierra, también tu simiente serd contada.
Levantate, vé por la tierra a lo largo de ella y
a su ancho; porque a ti la tengo de dar” (Géne-
sis 13:14-17).

Esta misma promesa, la de una herencia en
la tierra, fué rehecha también a Isaac y a Jacob.
(Notese Génesis 26:1-3; 28:10-15.)

Al prorera wvaniei, en su vision del Xeino, se
le dijo que “el reino, y el sefiorio, y la majestad
de los reinos debajo de todo el cielo, sea dado
al pueblo de los santos del Altisimo” (Dan.
7:27).

David, en Salmo 37:9-29, hablé muy enfatica-
mente de donde reinaran los justos en su morada
futura, diciendo: “Los malignos seran talados,
mas los que esperan en Jehova, ellos heredaran
la tierra . . . los mansos heredaran la tierra, y
se recrearan con abundancia de paz . . . los
justos heredaran la tierra, y viviran para siempre
en ella.”

Salomén, el hombre mas sabio de todos los
siglos, corroboré la realidad de que los justos
heredaran la tierra: “El justo nunca sera re-
movido: mas los impios no habitaran la tierra

Ciertamente el justo sera pagado en la
tierra: mucho mas los impios y los pecadores”
(Prov. 10:30; 11:31).

En el Nuevo Testamento leemos que Cristo
prometié a sus seguidores la tierra como mor-
ada, diciendo: ‘Bienaventurados los mansos:
porque ellos heredaran la tierra” (San Mateo
5:5). Leemos también, con respecto a Cristo:
“Tu nos has hecho para nuestro Dios, reyes v
sacerdotes, y reinaremos sobre la tierra” (Apoc-
alipsis 5:10).

Asi que, desde el principio hasta el fin, las
Escrituras se unen a manifestar que la tierra va
a ser la morada eterna de los justos, en el Reino
venidero. En efecto, la @ltima escena de la
Biblia estd colocada en la nueva tierra y de-
scribe ésta como serd cuando, bajo el dominio
de Cristo, “las primeras cosas son pasadas” y
“todas las cosas se ponen nuevas” (Apocalipsis
21:1-4).

HXTEeNns1on. Al ests
Reino
globo y tendra domi
en las Escrituras:
y desde el rio hasta 1
72:8; Zacarias 9:10)
Daniel, en su inte;
(Daniel 2), dijo qu
imagen, fué hecha 1
toda la tierra. La
sent6 el Reino de D
Nuestro Salvador,
cos 4:30-32, dijo la
la extensién del Reir
jante el Reino de Di
compararemos?® Es
que cuando se sier
pequeia de todas I:
tierra; mas después
hace la mayor de t
grandes ramas, de t
cielo puedan morar '
De este modo, ¢
principio, henchira

¢

Duracion. Este Re

la histor
pre. Nos referimos
(2:44), donde leemo
reyes, levantara el ]
nunca jamas se ror
otro pueblo este rej
consumira todos est
para siempre.” Y t:
leemos estas palabr:
y gloria, y reino; y
y lenguas le sirviran
que no sera transit
rompera . . . Des)



eran el reino para
»s siglos.” No hay
rsiculos.
as (1:33), notamos
1 Gabriel hablé a
Jestis y el Reino de
le Jacob para siem-
fin.”
:alipsis (11:15), que
1an venido a ser el
: su Cristo: y rein-
diferencia de las
iresente!  ;No hay
rotara otra, o que
: Reino!

para llamarse asi,
:r un gobernante y
; manifiestan que
o. “Porque un nifio
lado; y el gobierno
amard su nombre,
s fuerte; y el Padre
e Paz. El crecimi-
10 tendran término,
sobre su reino, dis-
o en juicio y en
empre. El celo de
esto” (Isaias 9:6,7).
1 las palabras del
leemos con respecto
nde, y sera llamado
el Dios el trono de
en la casa de Jacob
no habra fin.”

1s testimonian bas-
‘nante y Rey.
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sido fieles a Cristo. Dijo el Apodstol Pablo:
“Si hijos, también herederos; herederos de Dios,
y coherederos de Cristo; siempero padecemos
juntamente con él, para que juntamente con él
seamos glorificados” (Romanos 8:17). ;Que
se oigan también las palabras del Apdstol en 2
Timoteo 2:12. “Si sufrimos, también reinaremos
con €l: si le negamos, él también nos negara.”

Vamos al Libro del Apocalipsis, oimos la voz
de Jests, hablando a San Juan: “Al que ven-
ciere, yo le daré que se siente conmigo en mi
trono; asi como yo he vencido, y me he sentado
con mi Padre en su trono” (3:21). De veras,
Cristo serd Gobernante y los santos serdn los
coherederos de ese Reino maravilloso.

Estamos viviendo en tiempos peligrosos, y
por esa razOr nos interesa estar cerca de la Pala-
bra de Dios y recibir de El las bendiciones que
£l ha prometido a los que le obedezcan. {Ojala
que seamos dignos de reinar con Cristo nuestro
Rey en su Reino glorioso!

Traductor: Wm. M. Wachtel
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often represent the nations — restless, shift-
ing mankind. As the Master calmed the storm
on the Sea of Galilee, someday He will say to
the raging nations of earth, ‘‘Peace be still!”’
Then, there will be no more turmoil or war.
There will be no more sea.

No More Death

The second occurrence of the phrase ‘‘no
more’’ in Revelation twenty-one is in verse
four, ‘“God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death.”’

Death is the termination of life. It is the
end of man’s present-day existence. It is the
limitation that God has placed on mortal man.
It makes what man does to be temporary.
Death is an appointment that every man
must keep. ‘It is appointed unto men once to
die’’ (Heb. 9:27). ‘“There is no discharge in
that war” (BEcel. 8:8). All men are subject
to death and all of man is subject to death.
Eternal life is not the natural possession of
man. Immortality and eternal life ean be re-
ceived only through Christ. The promises of
God’s tomorrow are conditional. Only as one
permits God to change his character and con-
duct today can he hope to share in the glories
of that perfect eternity, where there will be
no more death.

(X1

No More Sorrow
Reading further in Revelation twenty-one,

[4]

1
!
s

one notices that there will be no more sorrow.
‘“God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, nei-
ther sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain’’ (Rev. 21:4).

The miracles of healing Christ performed
during His earthly ministry were prophetic
foretastes of the Kingdom age during which
all sickness and sorrow will be removed. The
messianic prophet wrote, ‘‘Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing’’ (Isa. 35:5, 6).

No More Temples

The beloved disciple said, ‘I saw no temple
therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it’’ (Rev. 21:22). In
this verse we notice that there will be no tem-
ple in the New Jerusalem. Temples symbolize
man’s recognition of God’s invisible presence.
In the Holy City there will be no necessity
for temples. The Symbolized will be visibly
present. There will be no possibility of separa-
tion from Him.

No Night There
As the light of the sun fills the solar system,
the glory of Christ’s presence will illuminate
the Holy City, New Jerusalem. Man’s cities
are filled with darkness; God’s city will be

(5]



filled with light. Modern cities are character-
ized by crime, vice, and corruption. Christ’s
capital city will radiate godliness and right-
eousness. Earthly cities are built for the glory
of man; the new earthly city will exist for
the glory of God.

‘“The city had no need of the sun, neither
of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof. And the nations of them which are
saved shall walk in the light of it: and the
kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be
shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there’” (Rev. 21:23-25).

No More Curse
In Revelation 22:3, John continued to list
some of those things thac will be excluded
from God’s tomorrow: ‘‘There shall be no
more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it.”” The earth will be deliv-
ered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the ehildren of God. The
Redeemer will liberate nature from the
Adamic curse. The earth will he restored to
its origina! denic purity. The new earth will

be the eternal paradise of God

No Mo e Sin
The seventh factor listed in the last two
chapters of the Bible that will be omitted

(61

HE GLORY of God’s tomorrow will far
surpass man’s fondest dreams. Am au-
thor could write a book, describing in detail
his ideal of a perfect eternity; an artist could
paint a picture, illustrating with glowing col-
ors his vision of a perfect environment. These,
however, could not begin to compare with
what God has promised in His Word.

God’s tomorrow will be glorious, not merely
because of what will be included, but also be-
cause of what will be excluded. The Bible de-
scribes God’s Kingdom by listing, not merety
what the future will contain, but also that
which it will not contain.

In reading chapters twenty-one and twenty-
two of Revelation, which are descriptive of
the new earth, one notices the recurrence of
the phrase, ‘“no more.”’ In these chapters are
listed some of man’s present-day imperfec-
tions that will be omitted from God’s perfect
eternity.

No More Sea

In Revelation 21:1, we read, ‘T saw a new
heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea '’ In this verse we no-
tice that there will be no more sea. This means
that there will be no more of those things that
the sea symbolized. There will be no more
danger, separation, turmoil, confusion. war.
In the Bible, the words ‘‘sea’’ and ¢‘waters’’

(3]



from God’s tomorrow is that which has caused
all imperfections. In the new earth, there will
be no more sin. ‘‘There shall in no wise enter
iato it any thing that defileth, neither what-
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie:
but they which are written in the Lamb’s
book of life’” (Rev. 21:27). Without the re-
moval of sin, perfection would be impossible.
Sin will be removed; the wicked will be de-
stroyed.

If one would desire to dwell in that new
earth where there will be no more sea, no more
death, no more sorrow, no more temples, no
night there, and no more curse, he must per-
mit God to inseribe his life today with the
words, ‘‘no more sin.’’

The believer’s life once was filled with sin,
but now he has been forgiven. Once he stood
before the Judge of the universe under con-
demnation. Now, however, he has accepted the
One who was delivered for his offenses and
was raised again for his justification. For him,
‘“there is therefore now no condemnation’’
(Rom. 8:1). He now stands before God in
Christ.

Through His death on the cross, Christ has
saved believers from the penalty of sin.
Dwelling in their lives through His Spirit, He
saves them from the power of sin. When He
comes again as King of Glory and gives them
immortality, He will save them firom the

(71



presence of sin. Permit God to exclude sin
from your life today, that He may include
yvou in the glories of His tomorrow.

GOD’S TOMORROW

By Riva G. Huffer
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Actual years No. of years
from Adam’s after Christ’s

Creation

Birth

Bible References

Details of Events

5783
5793
5804

5847

5897

5914
5915
5916
5917

5918

5919
5920

5921
5923
5926

5933
5934
5938
5939

5939
5939

5939
5939

5940

5940
5941

5941
5942

5943
5944
5945
5945
5945

5945

5945

1783
1793
1804

1847

1897

1914
1915
1916
1917

1918

1919
1920

1921
1923
1926

1933
1934
1938
1939

1939
1939

1939
1939

1940

1940
1941

1941
1942

1943
1944
1945
1945
1945

1945

1945

Rev. 16 v. 13

Rev. 10 v. 2-11. The little
Book. The Bible printed by
the Bible Societies.

Gen. 15 v. 1-21. The extent of
land. Egypt to the Euphrates.
Gen. 17 v. 4-9. The SEED.

Gen. 21, 1-10.
Romans 9 v. 5-10

Ezek. chap. 37

Czekiel chap. 36
Ezek. chap 37

Dan. 12 v. 7

1260 years from 658 A.D.

National Home for Jews in
Palestine ends the scattering of

Dan. 12 v. 7

Rev. 16 v. 12

Rev. 11 v. 5-6

Matthew chap. 24
v.7,8-9

Matthew chap. 24
Mark 13, v. 8-24

Luke 17 v. 26-37

Luke 21 v. 10-11
Luke 21 v. 22-28

American Colonists rebel and U.S.A.
Great French Revolution. Republic d

The Unclean Spirits like frogs develo
is born, also Communism.

The Hope of Israel, the promises of
Jesus Christ proclaimed once more
in England and U.S.A. and also by
as Baptists and Church of God .
Adventists throughout the World, al
out of the established Churches.

Zionism born. Jewish hopes revived.

The Valley of Dry bones shows first
to active life again.

First World War in Europe. Chris
other Conscientious Objectors given
Military Service upon standing up fo
Jerusalem falls to Allenby against the

End of 1st World War with defeat of (

German Fleet scuttled. Peace signed
League of Nations formed in Paris.

May 31/1921 Official end of Great We
Turkish Republic formed.

Ibn Saud proclaimed King of Hed
Lebanon a separate territory and a
later for State of Jordan. Drying
Power makes way for these kings of tt

Hitler becomes Chancellor of German
Hitler becomes dictator of Germany.
Austria annexed by Germany.

March. Bohemia and Moravia annex

Apl. Conscription in England with o
get exemption on Conscience grounds.

Sept. Germany invades Poland. W
England and France against Germany.

June. English soldiers retreat to Eng
kirk.

Russia and Germany divide Poland
Air War. Pearl Harbour. U.S. Fle
Japs.

Food rationing in England.

Singapore falls to Japs. Heavy Air ]
land.

Russians defeat Germans in Stalingrad
Germans use flying bombs against Eng
Allies invade Italy and Normandy.

Rocket Bombs dropped on England by

May 8th. End of War No. 2. V.E.
surrender.

Aug. 5th. 1st Atom Bombs used by
Japs.

Japan surrenders. Russia and Chin
treaty.



Actual years No. of years

from Adam’s after Christ’s Details of Events
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Creation Birth

5999 1999 Rev. 11 v. 15-19 The Judgment of Household of fa
6000 2000 II Timothy chap. 4 v. 1 6000 years of Man’s History ends
Rev. 20 v. 4-6 of Messiah’s Reign. The Millenniu
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Ezek. 38. The Gog & Magog
of the latter years
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Rev. 20 v. 10-15
I Cor. chap. 15 v. 23-27
Rev. 21, Gen. 1 v. 26
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Creation
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4033%

4045

4050
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4100
4300
43134

4330
4600

4622
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4717
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33%

45

70
96

100
300
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330
600

622

637
658

658

681
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717

726

Dan.

Rev.

Acts

Rev.
Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

Dan.

Rev.

Rev.

Dan.

Dan.

Rev.

Rev.

9v. 26

12 verses 1-17

1v.1

1v.9

chap. 6

chap. 6, 1-17
6v. 12

2 v. 33, 40-43

chap. 12
9

8v.9

chap. 12 v. 11

chap. 13

chap. 13
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Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans
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The 4 horses of the Roman Wo
condition of the Roman Empire fr
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tine becoming head of corrupt ¢
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6th seal. The great earthquake. O
Rome and Christianity becomes St:
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Rise of the false prophet Mahoi
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worshipping Christians.

Moslem Capture of Jerusalem. Th
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ished in 691 A.D. To the Jews
which was to scatter them for 1
1918 A.D. with Balfour declaration
for Jews in Palestine).
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Temple Site to last for 1290 yea
1948 A.D. was the fulfilment whe
of Israel was established.

Constantine the Sth as Emperor
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to act without first getting the ap;
in Constantinople.
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with ADAM the 1st man (by whom sin entered
into the world and DEATH by sin) and it ends
with Noah’s death. It covers the early history
of our race and finishes 350 years after the
great Flood that came at the end of 120 years
of Noah’s witnessing. This flood destroyed by
water all but the 8 souls who sought safety
in The Ark.

The second period covers a further 507 years
from Noah’s death untii THE EXODUS of
the Hebrew people out of Egypt into Canaan
the promised Holy Land. It started from the
year 2006 from Adam and ended in 2513 A.M.
which was also about 1487 years before the
actual birth of Christ. It therefore covers the
time of their long captivity in Egypt to the
time of their birth as a nation under Moses.

The Third period carries us a further 964
years from the EXODUS in 2513 A.M. until
the year 3477 A.M. when the Jewish People
were taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzzar.
In the Scriptures this year 3477 A.M. is des-
cribed as being the 4th year of Judah’s King
Jehoikim and also the first year of Nebuchad-
nezzar. This fatal year brought an abrupt end
to the Jewish Nation and began the seven times
during which they were to suffer punishment
for disobedience which is also described as the
7 Times of the Gentiles. During this time the
Jews were to be without a king of their own
race, without undisputed possession of their
own land. This Time of the Gentiles, starting
in 523 B.C. should therefore be expected to end
when 2520 are expired in or about 1997 A.D.
(360 x 7 = 2520).

During the third period of the Tables, in
1433 B.C. or 2567 A.M. a most interesting
table of dates was started called Years of
Jubilee.

Joshua, after the war against the nations of
Canaan, divided the captive land between the
12 Tribes of Israel. This then commenced the
law of Jubilee Years. By this act it became
part of the Jewish Law by Divine order, that
after every 7 weeks of years (49 years in all)
from 1433 B.C. a Jubilee year of release was
to be proclaimed.

On the year of Jubilee all lands or posses-
sions previously sold had to be released again
to the original holders. Thus the keeping of this
law would be a time of great rejoicing and
joy to the Jews for it prevented the land
getting into ownership of a few rich people and
causing hardship to those of the poorer classes.
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Their birthright was thus assu
were able to stand in their lot
the days. It reminds us of what
Daniel at the end of the 1335 .
will be released from death to
lot. Tt also carries our mind fi
near future when the returned Je
true Messiah, The Lion of the T
will have restored to them the {
of all the promised Land from
Egypt unto the River Euphrates
by GOD, Gen. 15, verses 18/21
will be the most important Year
the Jews and it will be seen by tl
this really should occur on the 7(
of Jubilee dating from its coms
1433 B.C. As a fore-taste the
saw the Jews established as a
more when the State of Israel »
1948 A.D.

That this Law of Jubilee was
mind of the Creator seems to be
by the fact that 453 B.C. was 9.
1433 B.C. which was exactly 2
49 years. 49 years x 20 Jubilees
This also was a wonderful year o
the Jews for it measured out the
release from 70 years of captivil
by Cyrus.

The next year of Jubilee the Z
by the Jews 49 years later in 4t
the Jews with great joy celebrate
ing of the Temple and the wal
and Nehimiah.

During the long years of the
the Jews and the desolation of
Palestine it has been impossible
celebrate the Jubilee but I feel s
A.D. will see the restoration for i
years from the commencement
3430) 1433 B.C. + 1997 A.D. -
in all.

From the Tables I have en
show that we can joyfully expect
with the Jews in the coming 70th
with their true Messiah if we ¢
worthy to be associated with tt
the elect to occupy Zion. Rev. ct

During the third period of T
avoided going through the long
complete list of Judges and King
Kings and the Chronicles for it i
overlapping must have taken
divided state of the land with m
Judge and one King of Judah



Actual Years Number of

from Adam’s Years Before
Ist year or  Actual Birth
A.M. years of Jesus Christ

Bible References

Details of Events

2108 1892
2108 1892
2113 1887
2113 1887
2145 1855
2145 1855
2148 1852
2158 1842
2168 1832
2183 1817
2183 1817
2187 1813
2208 1792
2231 1769
2245 1755
2252 1748
2259 1741
2265 1735
2276 1724
2287 1713
2288 1712
2289 1711
2296 1704
2298 1702
2315 1685
2369 1631
2433 1567
2473 1527
2475 1525
2513 1487
2514 1486
2514 1486
2553 1447
2560 1440
2567 1433

1433
2567 1433
2567 1433
3047 953
3477 523
3477 523

Gen. chap. 21 v. §
Gen. chap. 18 & 19
Gen. chap. 21, Gal. 4
Acts chap. 7v. 6

Gen. chap. 23 v. 1
Gen. chap. 23 v. 1

Gen. 25 v. 40

Gen. 11 v. 10-11

Gen. 25 v. 26
Gen.25v. 7

Gen. 25v. 7

Gen. 11 v. 16

Gen. 26 v. 34

Gen. 25 v. 17

Gen. chap. 28 v. 6
Gen. chap. 29

Gen. 30 v. 25

Gen. 31 v. 41

Gen. chap. 37

Gen. chap. 40/1

Gen. 35v. 28

Gen. 41

Gen. 41

Gen. 45v.6,Gen. 47v. 9
Gen. 47 v. 28

Gen. S0 v. 22

Exod. 21

Exod. 21

Num. 13 v. 17, Josh. 14
Exod. 16, Deut. 34, Acts 7

Exod. 40

Num. 13

Acts 7 v. 6, Exod. 16,

Deut. 34 v. 7

Exod. 12 v. 40, Num. 10-13
Josh. 11 v. 23, Josh. 12-13
Joshua 19

Ist Kings chap. 6 v. 1
Judges for 480 years

Ist Kings chap. 6 v. 1,
Ezek. chap. 4 v. 4-6

Ezra chap. 1, Dan. chap 1,
Jeremiah 25 v. 1 11/12

End of Jewish Kings after
430 years

The Head of Gold of Nebu-
chadnezzar Image. Dan. 2
v. 32 to last 70 years

The Times of Gentiles com-

Isaac born.

Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed.
Isaac weaned. The beginning of 40(
Exodus in 2513 A.M.

Sarah died 127 years old. Abrah:
Isaac 37 years old.

Isaac marries Rebekah when 40 yea
SHEM died 600 years old.

Esau and Jacob born. Abraham 16(
Abraham died 175 years old when
old and Jacob 15 years old.

Eber died 464 years old.

Esau marries when 40 years old.
Ismael died 137 years old.

Jacob when 77 goes to Padan Aram.
Jacob marries Leah and Rachel.
Joseph born when Jacob was 91 yea
Jacob returns to Canaan when 97. J
Joseph sold into Egypt about 17 yea
Joseph interprets Butler and Bakers
Isaac dies 180 years old. Jacob 120,
Pharaoh’s dream. Joseph 30 years o
Joseph 37 at end of 7 years of plent:
Jacob 130, Joseph 39. Second year ¢
Jacob dies 147 years old. Joseph 56
Joseph dies 110 years old.

Moses born in Egypt.

Moses flees to Midian when 40 years
Caleb born.

The Exodus. Moses 80. End of ¢
15 v. 12. End of 430 as Exod. 12 v. -
The Tabernacle erected.

The Census of Tribes. Spies report.
40 years end of Wilderness life.
Death of Moses, 120 years old.
Conquest of Canaan. 7 years of Josl
Beginning of 1st Jubilee period at d
by Joshua to the 12 Tribes, Jubilee

The Times of Judges commences
after at 4th of Solomon when Temp
laid.

The end of 480 years at Sol. 4th year

Jewish Kings to last for 430 year
(Israel 390 years and Judah 40 years
to end 523 B.C. This covers the
kings until 4th year of Jehoiakim w
of Nebuchadnezzar. To the Jewish
the 1st year of Times of Gentile k
2520 years later when 7 Times of
2520 years in all ends at about 19¢

mence as far as Jewish people birth of Jesus Christ, or 5997 years f;

are concerned.



and the end of Gentile Times 2520 years later
would end in 2000 A.D.

From these statements it will be seen that the
Jews themselves are uncertain and cannot
speak with authority as they differ by 1795
years on this one period between Adam and
Christ. Modern Jewry calls our Sept. 1968-9
their year 5729 from the creation. This is 240
years short of our reckoning and is caused by
the Jews giving 240 years less for the lives of
the early fathers. If the Jews had accepted the
ages given in our authorised version they would
have been in harmony with our 4000 years
table.

Our Authorised Version of the Scriptures is
without doubt the most satisfactory translation
of the original Scriptures and does not contra-
dict itself the same as the various Jewish Trans-
lations do.

From the Bible we know that Daniel sur-
vived through the 70 years captivity, that he
was present at the fall of Babylon and also
continued his life of authority under the new
Persian King. We can understand that when
Cyrus gave his command of release that Daniel
might have been under the impression that the
final end of the Jewish desolation was at hand
and the Kingdom of GOD would be set up.

Dan. chap. 9 records how an angel of God
was sent to him specially to acquaint him of
the true purpose of GOD and that a long
period must occur before the coming of the
Messiah and of his suffering and a further
much longer period because of the refusal of
the Jewish people to accept the Messiah at
his first coming.

The 70 weeks prophecy of Daniel (490) years
is also dealt with during this 4th period of
time in the Tables. See Dan. 9, verses 25-27.

The commencement of the 70 weeks is given
from the time that Cyrus was to give his fam-
ous command. To Daniel and ourselves this
must surely be in 453 B.C. when he was present
in Babylon at the feast of Belshazzar, the son
of Nebuchadnezzar, on the night of his over-
throw and death. It was the victor’s privilege
to release the captives immediately. This was
the year 3547 A.M. or 453 B.C. a joyful
Jubilee Year for GOD’S people the Jews.

486% years after the Cyrus command was to
be made was the hour of the suffering of Christ,
when his offering for sin was to be made when
on Passover day the Lamb of God was to be
crucified. By this one act sacrifice for sin and
oblation came to an end in the MIDST of the
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70th week when Christ was 331
3% years after his baptism wh
apart as The Lamb of God :
foundation of the world. The re:
also to Gen. 15, verses 9-10, w
had to take his offering of a ¢
of 3 years old and divide
MIDST on the altar of sacrifice.

Gentile historians and others a
mistaken in relying upon the Eg
and saying that 606 B.C. was
Nebuchadnezzar and 536 B.C
Babylon’s fall. On the other 1
lievers can completely rely upor
dates which were given by the
GOD.

The fifth period of the Tal
years from the crucifixion in 3
beginning of the Kingdom of G
lennium.

This is roughly about 1967 y
deals with the ages during wk
grace He is taking out of the G
for HIS NAME. During the
wars it was thought that the di
Euphratian Power under the 6!
was accomplished when the Tu
out of Palestine by Allenby in
ever, the Battle of Armaggeddc
place then the drying up must
in its completeness.

The Turkish flood from the ]
which was build up from Bagd
month, a day and an hour
carried out its work in 1453
killed the Eastern Section of th
called Christian World by occu
tinople. This Turkish flood stil
pies this Eastern section of t
World. The work of the 6th Se:
the future and consist of this N
Power being entirely dried ur
that the Eastern Kings of th
horned Beast in its last phas
reformed and then to give their
Beast for ONE HOUR. By
ROME in 1957 the WESTE
Kings was formed but the Ea
Kings to make up the total t
awaits completion. When co
political unit they are to give t
the Beast for one hour Work
day for a year prophetic scal
could mean one 24th part of a -
time about 2 weeks.
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1am exercised faith toward God, he was given the
recumeision which was a seal of the righteousness of
which he had before he was circumecised. It will be
 for the student to read this chapter carefully be-
:eeding further. The same chapter tells us that we
k in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham.
re the items of faith which Abraham believed ?

according to the promise of ’God, Abraham looked
weglasting possession in the earth, Gen. 17:7-3.
he looked for a son and heir in whom all the
of the earth should be blessed. Paul says that the
d) was Christ, Gal. 3:16. It was upon exercising
these things that God gave Abraham the seal of
sion whereby ho¢ sealed his covenant with God in

auch as we are to walk in the steps of that faith
ither Abraham, and inasmuch as Christian fellow-
iires a seal, it is necessary for us to see what that
Before we are ready for the seal, we must exercise
ssary faith—the faith which Abraham had. In
)-12, we read, ‘“And ye are complete in him, which
:ad of all principality and power: in whom also
sircumeised with the circumecision made without
1 putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the
sion of Christ: buried with him in baptism, where-
so are risen with him through the faith of the
1 of God, who hath raised him from the dead.’’

¥ Sy ‘-_.*

— W
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through the Red Sea. Paul refers to this as a national
baptism unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, Rom.
10. The Israelites were entirely hidden from the Egyptians
under water, for a cloud covered them and hid them. Bap-
tism is also given as a fieure of burial. As Christ was
buried and arose, so we are buried in baptism with Him
to arise to walk in a newness of life.

‘What purpose can people have in wishing to discuss the
subject out of the Bible? Why do they seek to change
God’s plans and purposes? Do they not know this is a

dangerous proceeding? Saul tried it only a little, for while

the commandment had gone out to destroy EVERYTHING,
yet Saul kept back only a little alive, and that only for an
apparently good purpose if we are to believe his story; yet
it cost him a kingdom. The prophet was told to eat nothing
while in the land of the enemy. Yet with good purpose, so
he thought, he ate and lost his life. How dare people be
so careless about the ordinances of God? Is it because
vanity takes hold and molds their actions? We need to
flee vanity. It is as poison to us. Let us seek rather a
state of deep humility, for in its atmosphere alone can we
develop best that character which God purposes for us.

As against baptism it is urged that the winters of our
latitude make the thought of being immersed in the ex-
tremely cold water of our winter time out of the question.
We know of instances where candidates applying for im-
mersion in the winter time have been told by the ‘‘shep-



Should we not enter in upon the subject of
ith a great deal of care?
o does away with Christian baptism in his system
n does away with the means God has given by
covenant with God may be legalized. The Chil-
srael exercised the same blood mark in leaving
Had they left the blood off their door posts, it
ve meant severe loss to them even though they
led every other requirement God made of them.

00DNESS CANNOT TAKE THE PLACE oF @BEDIENCE
IN BarTisMm

yw call your attention to the record in Acts ten.
find a man whose moral qualities would enti-
y entrance in among the best of people. The de-
given him would entitle him to church member-
ost of the popular churches of the day and no
asked. Here is what is said of him: he was de-
s that feared God ; gave much alms to the people;
y God always; was a man of good report among
1 of the Jews.

was a good man; but his moral goodness alone
, save him, for he was in an unsaved condition.

ing to Peter’s language in the eleventh chapter we

auch, for we read in the thirteenth and fourteenth
follows: ‘‘And he shewed us how he had seen an
his house, which stood and said unto him, Send

I

and after meeting him is that difference which took place
in baptism. :

If moral goodness alone could save one, then Cornelius
was entitled to salvation. The question may arise, Why
should not salvation be based upon the terms of moral good-
ness? There are many good reasons why it should not be
so. [Iirst, as Paul argues in Romans four, if we could earn
salvation by good works, God would OWE us salvation and
we would have nothing to thank Him for. Salvation is a
gift based on the works of faith; it is a gift of God. Were
salvation based upon good works, men would be led away
from humility and would become puffed up with the con-
sciousness of their own good qualities. The practice of
faith toward God leads us ever into that realm of humility
in which alone the human being can find that perfection
which can make him to enjoy himself to the greatest degree.
Regarding Lydia’s conversion to Christianity we have the
same facts standing out, Acts 16. In the fourteenth verse
it is recorded that she was a religious woman. She was a
worshiper of God and every evidence goes to show that she
was sincere and devoted in her faith as much as many are
today who worship God. If her sincerity and devotion
could work out for her salvation, why was it necessary for
Paul to come along to disturb her quiet, peaceful way? Be-
ing a God-fearing woman and one who worshiped God, why
was it necessary for her to be baptized? And yet we find
the text expressly stating that she was baptized.
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11 WareEr NECESSARY ror TRUE BAptism

ly seriptural water baptism is by immersion,
zed where the was ,,much water’’. John 3:23.
‘e be any excuse for this statement if sprink-
ouring, either of. which would not require
ser’’) were authorized or practiced? If either of
named actions were practiced, would it not be
; likely that where many were to be baptized it
asier to bring the necessary water to them rather
ke so many to the water? Baptism is called a
a ‘‘planting’’, Rom. 6, and it is spoken of as
wn into the water and coming up out of it
wets 8:38, 39.

rmore, in the word, ‘‘baptism’’ we have a Greek
seribed and not translated. Elsewhere this same
‘d is properly translated ‘‘dip’’, where it has
1 to water baptism. In Luke 16, in the parable
1 man and Liazarus, the rich man is made to say,
zarus that he may DIP the tip of his finger, ete.”’
¢ist said to those who asked Him who it was that
ray Him, ‘It is he that DIPPETH with me, ete.’’
read of one whose ‘‘vesture is DIPPED in blood.”’
1stance the word ‘‘dip’’ is translated from some
1e Greek, baptizo.

wve at hand a German Bible. In it we find the

)

We find this principle of truth exercised in the great
commission and in the teaching and practice of the apostles
to whom the commission was given. The commission was,
‘“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.’’—Mark 16:
15-16.

First, the candidate must hear and believe the gospel.
Having heard and exercised faith in what he has heard, upon
repentance he is ready to take the seal. By an examination
of the Acts, it will be found that the apostles followed this
order of things. Peter preached the gospel on the day of
Pentecost. That gospel contained the promise of God’s
kingdom with Christ sitting upon David’s throne, a Christ
risen from the dead. Expressing belief in these things, the
hearers were exhorted to repent and to be baptized for the
remission of sins.

Philip preached to the people of Samaria and when they
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the king-
dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap-
tized both men and women. They were not ready for
baptism until they had heard and believed. The eunuch
said to Philip, after Philip had taught him, ‘‘See, here
is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized?’’ Philip
conditioned his readiness to baptize him only upon his
expression of belief in the things which he had heard.
In every instance recorded it will be found that the knowl-



