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WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

hav be n th r pli s to thi qu stion, and 
num rou are th pag that hav be n writt' n 
in an \ r to th inquiry. There i hardly a home 
in all th world from , hich th r has not been 

no more. 
om lo d on cani d forth to r turn thith r 

Wher are they? is the gr at questi n to many. 
Tim o far ha r al d bu on reply; and th Bibi ,

th only r 
u th sam
alon \
th pag
ar , illin 
ar d irou 

· "hat it m

rd man has of his origin and d stin , · s to 
to our question. It is to that volume 

urn. b for \Ve go further, let u say that 
are , rit n and dir ct d to those only who 
to b Ii v th Bibi to be the Word of God and 
of kno, ing its truths and believing that it says 

ns and m an ,, hat it a to th childr n of 
m n, v n to th .. Whale story." 

o opinion of m n and no long-spun th ories of ancient
tim from I arn d omm ntator shall ent r into any of
th follo,ving pages as evid nee to prove our po ition. The
Bibi l n hall b the uthority. W kno tha it is suf
fici nt, as th reader ,vill discover, and cannot be o rthro,vn 
or a id , unl ss th scriptu·res re d nied al tog ther. 

It is obviously tru that a living man annot b in two 
pla at th sam time. Do s it look reasonable to uppose' 
or b lieve that a dead man can do what the living man can
not do? If ,, e ther fore can show, by abundant Bible testi• 
mony, '\Vh r they ar at pr s nt, hall we not have fairly 
ans\v red the question? But in ord r more a ily to prepare 
your mind to receiv the Bible account we hall first show 
, here the dead ar not, and that the mod rn idea of their 
pr sent condition is untrue. 

The popular th ology of our day tells us that "Blessed 
ar the dead. that die in the Lord," for at death they begin 
to know more than ver before and are capable of enjoying 
far more than when living; that at the hour of death they 
are immediately \vaft d by ang I hands up to heaven to d'\vell 
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fore, er in un ndin bli in th pr n t 

if on the oth r h nd they hav di d 
mediatel} ca t into a burning h l an 
through th a I ag of t rnity. D h 
theory a thi , ,vhi h ha mad mor infid l 
than an) oth r do trin Chri tianity ha 
to your aff ti n, y1npathy and lo ? 

.th criptur ? 

hil " firml} b Ii ,. that a gl n 
=-1ng th - ov r m r in th b ttl 
=and t n;bl puni hm nt i a 
·or h ir tran r
l: rning th tim

th puni ;hm n infli t d. u 
not a part of our purpo in writing h 

Where are the dead? 

Fir t th n gati\ id of th qu 
Bible th d ad ar n ith r in heaven n 
theory pictur them. Und r the typ gi n in th 
Moses (Lev. 16:17), the high prie t ,v nt in th 

Holies alone. For all the congregation (th w rid 

our Lord and gr at High Priest into h a · n tl 
of all, would come far short of teaching th tru 
greatly mar the beauty of the antitype r f rr d 
cus 16:17 and H bre\v� 9:24-28. 

t 

rn 
l f

id a and 
in L , iti-

If the d ad, good and bad, go to hea\- n and h 11 at d ath 
to recei e their re\vard, ,vhy should there b a re urr ction 
and a future day of judgment to decide what hall b th 

nature of their recompense? Please answer this que tion. 

The scriptures tell us that God hath appointed a day in 
which He will judge the ,vorld (Acts 17:31). Will H puni h 
and reward before that day arrives? Is God l ss logical, just 
:and merciful than earthly rulers? 

- Another proof from the Bible is found in John 3:13. The
Savior says, "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he 

hat came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is 
=jn heaven." A great many people had died before that day 
�ut Jesus says they have none of them ascended to heaven. 

Addressing the Scribes and Pharisees in reference to 
·s returning to His Father He said, "Ye shall seek me and

•
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hall n find 1 an \ ·h r I am ( a that time) } cannot 
, m ." J hn : -L Bu I h ar th obj t r u denly xclaim, 

h r p kin th wi d J w . ' h } • I 
i . Th p r J w. But r ad th f 11 \.\ ing ripture: 

11 

Hi di ipl ) y t a littl while I am with 
k m : and a I aid unto th J w , Whither 

n \\ I a " t · u. J h n 1 :33. What, 

f h a\ n. If th y annot go there 
n b Ii \ in J \\·� i i a f f r u to he-

h \Vh n \\" 'di in th L rd' are p r-
.·p ri n ? '\Vh i rantin su h a 

n t fr m th riptur . 
d : of P nt d lar d, ''David 

\" n . . _.: -1. If the anci nt 
p - l - ar not in h a,·en. littl hop have 

ow about the wicked dead. 

Th y ar n t n v in h II a m ar t aching. Th } are 
n t n \ b in puni h d. Li t n 'Th wi ked is re erved 

k pt laid up t th da1 of d struction the} hall be brought 
orth t th day wrath. ' Job 21:30. � h t day i that? II 

Peter 2:9 d fin tha da) very clearly to b the future day 
of judgm nt. It r ad thus: ''Th Lord kn w th how to de

li r th godl) out of temptation and to re en e (keep) the 

unju t unto th da_ of judgment to b puni hed.'' Has that 
day come y. t? If non of the wicked are now suffering 

th tortur _ of a burning h 11. I hear you ask� '"\Vnere arc 
the d ad?" Now the ans\\ er: They are all, good and bad, 
in one place and in one common condition,--in the 

grave. 
Je us said, ''Marvel not at this (some do) for the hour 

( or time) is coming in which all that are in the graves ( not 
in heaven or hell) shall hear his voice and come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection ( raised up, not 
brought down) of life and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation ." John 5:28-29. It is from the 
grave that humanity comes forth to the day of judgment 
because it is there humanity is placed at the close of life. If 
ever they are raised to life again, they come forth from the 

tomb and not from heaven or hell. 
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After Lazarus had b n dead four da and rl ompo 1-

tion had taken place Martha, hi sist r heard that J us was 

coming back to Bethany and she w nt out t m t Him. Th n 

,vhen Mary ,vas also come where Je u , as h f 11 down 

at his feet and said unto Him, 'Lord, if th u had t b n here, 

my brother (not the house he lived in) h d n t di d." Jesus 

said unto her, "Thy brother shall liv a ain. ' �1ar aid un

to Him, "I know that he shall rise ( not m do, n from 

heav n) again in the resurrection at th I t da . Th n when 

Jesus saw her weeping He said, Wh r h u laid him? ' 

They said unto Him, "Lord com and s ." Th ping 

sisters had not forgotten ,vhere th y had buri d th ir broth r . 

They had no thought of his b ing in h a n. Th si t rs 

knew as well where their broth r ,va that day, as w all kno,v 

,vhen we turn from the grave of our buri d dead. And wh n 

that little company of mourning friends reach d the grav , 

Jesus said, "Take ye away the tone," and when it was re

moved, Jesus said, "Lazarus, come forth" and their brother 

that was dead, came forth, not from heaven or h 11 but from 

the tomb where four days before he had b n buried. 

Here we find two sisters, living away back in the history 

of our wo:rld nearly 2000 years, who could point the Son of 

God to the grave where they had buri d a b loved brother, 

and Christ could say, "Lazarus, come forth;" and strangely, 

in the light of modern teaching, th d ad obey d th voice 

of Jesus and came, not do'\vn from hea n but up from the 

tomb. 

Should Jesus come to your horn and say, .. Where have 

you laid your loved ones? I have come to r store them to 

you," would you begin to look for Jacob s ladder or ,vould 

you say, "Come and see," and then walk ,vith Him to yonder 

cemetery? Would not the Lord find your long lost loved ones 

yet in the graves where you placed them, just as Jesus and 

the sisters found their loved one? 

When Mary Magdalene had brought sweet spices to 

anoint Jesus after his death and burial, where did she go ex

pecting to find her Lord? The little company at early dawn 

went to the sepulcher where .three days previously Jesus had 

been buried. And in the journeying thither there was but one 

question that troubled their minds. Was it, "Who will bring 

Christ down from heaven that we may be able to perform our 
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deed of love and devotion to our Lord?" No, no, not that. But 
it was, 'Who shall roll away the stone from the door of the 

sepulcher?" where their Lord and Master had been buried. 

The little company expected to find Jesus where the sis

ters and Jesus found Lazarus not long before, and they would 
not have been disappoint d, had He not been raised from 
the dead. 

here are the dead? 

All are now in the dust. In Gen. 3:19, God, speaking to 

Adam pronounce th following punishment upon him for 
disobeying His commandment: • In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat br ad till thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it ( the ground) wa t thou taken; for dust thou art and un
to dust shalt thou return.' To whom is God here speaking? 

Man---Adam, or Adam' house? He was speaking to the Adam 
that sinned by breaking God's law; the Adam that was ever 
to earn his living by the sweat of his brow; the Adam God de
clared He created out of the dust of the ground; the Adam 

that was to return to the same place at death. We have no 
Bible acoount of any other Adam but the one that sinned and 
should die for his disobedience and return unto the ground 
from which he ,vas taken when he was created. 

When God would warn Nineveh ot its destruction on 
account of its wickedness, He commanded Jonah, the proph
et to go and carry the message. When he refused, it is stat

ed (Jonah 1:17) that God prepared a great fish to swallow 
him as a punishment for his disobedience. What did God 
punish? We think it was the MAN JONAH. 

In the days of the prophet Isaiah, God commanded him 

to go and tell Hezekiah to set his house in order for "thou 
shalt die and not live." Isa. 38:1-4. To whom was God speak
ing? Was it the house in which Hezekiah lived, as we are 
sometimes told, or was it he who "wept sore" because of the 
message that came to his ears from Isaiah? I am foolish 
enough to believe it was Hezekiah unto \vhom God added 

fifteen years of life because of his prayers and tears . 
We read in Luke 7:11-12 that as Jesus came into the city 

of Nain He saw a dead man carried out and he ,vas the only 

son of his mother and she was a widow. "Wh n th� Lord saw 

her weeping he had compassion on her and He came a_nd 
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to 1 h d the bi r nd 
,va d ad t u a 
Chri t ... a,\ a d ad .. ian 
man or t 1 _ u in · h h
tur , t ach tha it \. 

aid unt him Ari 
t� talk. Do ·ou b li ,

And Abrah m 

n a k 
the fi Id?' 

n 
n t 
an 

ut it 
t f 

very e i nt a!i th t ,v br u in-

to h , ·orld, n ither an , 
apparent that w had n \"Oi in h mann r 
ance h re or th particular 1 f our d par ur . 
only to bo, to od' purp r plan a r al d 
holy m n of God as th ) \ r mov d by th Hol 
Pet. 1:21. "\Vheth r His plan are pleasing t n iti, 

natures or not " mu t ubmit to God's arran 111 n n 
though v. "di lik th b a t of t fi Id if tha i Hi 
will. What saith the scriptures on thi particular point? H ar · 
it: "For that ,vhich befalleth the son of men, b fa)] th th 
beast, even on thing ( th an1 thin ) b f alleth th m; (what 
is if?) as the on dieth, o di th th o h r (n diff r n 1n 

the nature and manner of th ir d ath) y th ha 11 

one breath, so that man hath no preemin n abov a b a t: 
(,vh)) for all is vanit . All (man and b a t) o unt on 
place (do you beli ,e it?). All are of the du nd all r turn 
to dust again." Eccl. 3:19-21. While death and th ir re ing 
places are the sam for man and bea t,) et for mankind th re 
is hope and a promise of a resurrection from h dusty rave 
to a future life, which the beast has no promi e or hope of 
enjoying. 

Again, as tht ook of Job is a favorite authority on fu-
neral occasions in order to give comfort to mourning friends, 
let us also turn to see what Job has to say on the question. 
"And why dost thou not pardon my transgressions and take 
away my iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust and thou 
shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be." Job 7:21. 
He could be found if in heaven or hel1. 

"All flesh shall perish together, and man ( not his house) 

-

-
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ha11 um ag in to u t.' Job 34:15. H ould not return t 
du t if ad n Y r b n th r r c m from th re. 

A in "If I J b not his h u ) ,vai the grave (not a 
pal a in h aY n) i my hous : I hav mad my b d in dark-

I h v aid to rruption Thou ar my father; to the 
w rm, Th u r m) moth r and m i t r. . . . . They shall 

o d n bar f th pit wh n ur r st tog ther is in 
th du t. t in h a\ n . Job 17:13-16. ·'Lik as a father 

so th Lord piti th th m that fear him. 
ur f ram ; h r m mb r th that ,ve are 

:13- . But man ·ha forgott n that. 
. ain r thy hand find th o do, do it with 

th mi ht· f r h r i no ,vork, nor d nor kn owl dge, 
d m in th r \ hi h r th u t." Eccl. 9:10. The 

\-Vri r f h \\ rd ju t quot ·d ,, 11 kn , a we also do, a-
id fr m r r  Ii i u th or ,thatwh nw r ach our grave 
ur kn \\ I d nd ur wi dom a and our work is finished. 

"F r him that i j in d to all th Ii\ ing, there i hope (be-
au h i am n th living): for a Ii in dog is better than 

a d ad Ii n wh . ). F r th Ii ing kno\v that they shall die; 
but th d ad kno,, not anything." Eccl. 9:4-5. Many do not 
b Ii , thi n \\ -a-da , do you? "Why di d I _not from the 

won1b? For nO\\ hould I ha\ lain till and b n quiet. I 
h u ld ha, I pt; then had I b n at r st ( in the grave) ,vith 

kin nd c un lor of th arth (gr at men), , hich built 
de olat pla for th mc:eh ; or \\ ith princ s that hath 
gold who fill th ir hou s ,, ith ih er; or a an hidd n untimely 
birth I had n t b n; a infant which n r a,v light. There 
(in u h a condition) the \Yick d c a from troubling (as 
in lif ) and th r th \\ ary b at r st. There the prisoners 
rest tog ther; they hear not (can neither h ar nor peak) the 
voic of the oppre sor. The small and great ar there; and 
the s rvant is free from his mast r." Job 3:11-19. 

"Are not my days fe,v? Cease then and let me alone that 
I may take comfort a little befor I go ( to heaven? no) ,vhence 
I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shad
o,v of death, a land of darkness as darkn ss itself; and of 
the hadow of death, ,\·ithout any order and ,vhere the light 
is as darkne s." Job 10:20-23. Thi i not very much of a 
heav nly city of li ht r a glorious land for Job \\·hen hi life 
is end d. 
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The dead are asleep. 

Proof: ' And when thy ( David' ) day be fulfilled ( or 

spent) and thou shalt sleep with thy father (a l ep, not in 

heaven), I will set up thy seed after thee whi h shall pro

ceed out of thy bo\vels, and I will establi h hi kingdom." 2 

Sam. 7:12. :'And Hezekiah slept with his fathers and th y 

buried him ( in heaven?) in the chiefest of the epulcher of 

the sons of David.'' 2 Chron. 32:33. "And why do t thou not 

pardon my transgressions and take away my iniquities? for 

now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt e k me in the 

morning, but I shall not be." Job 7:21. But man dieth (does 

he?) and wasteth a\vay: yea, man giveth up the ghost (life. 

See margin Job 11:�0.) and where is he?" Now listen to the 

Bible answer. "As the waters fail from the sea and the flood 

decayeth and drieth up, so (in like manner) man lieth down 

and riseth not ( until when?) till the heavens be no more, 

they shall not awake nor be raised out of th ir sle p. ' Job 

14:10-12. Do you need more proof that the dead are a leep? 

We have it. "For David (a good man) after he had served 

his generation by the will of God, fell on sleep and was laid 

unto his fathers (in the grave, not in heaven), and aw cor

ruption." As did Lazarus. 

In speaking of Christ's resurrection, Paul in 1 Cor. 15:6, 

says, "After that he was seen of above fi\ e hundred breth

ren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto thi pres

ent, but some ( have gone to hea\ en? Oh no.) are fallen a

sleep." Quite a difference in the wording and quite a differ

ence in the meaning conveyed by the language. Let us take 

the Bible rather than man's theory, for that v.rill do us no good . 

"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-

cerning them which are asleep (very many are ignorant con

cerning them today) that ye sorrow not even as other which 

have no hope. For this we say unto you by tht. w rd of the 

Lord (note the authority), that we which arc aliYe and re-

main unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent ( or pre

cede, see Diaglott) them which are ( in heaven? No.) asleep 

(in their graves). For the Lord himself (personally) shall 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ 

shall rise (not come down) firs� then we which are alive and 

• 

• 

,. 

•
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remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 

Lord, Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 1 

Thes. 4: 13, 15-16. 

The dead praise not the Lord. "For in death there is no 

remembrance of thee; in the grave who shall give thee thanks?" 
Psa. 6:5. "The dead praise not the Lord ( many claim they 

do) neither any that go down into silence." Psa. 115:17. How 

differenL this language is from that we have so often heard 

f ram modern teachers on funeral occasions. 

Again, "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of 

man in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he 

( the man) returneth to his earth; in that very day his 

thoughts perish." Psa. 146:3-4. Again, "For the grave cannot 

praise thee; death cannot celebrate thee; they that go down 

( not up) into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. The living 
(0, yes, the living), he shall praise thee as I do this day, the 

father to the children shall make known thy truth." Isa. 28: 

18-19. "His sons come to honor and he ( the dead father)

knoweth it not; and they are brought lo,v, but he perceiveth

it not of them." Job 14:21.

Death is not a friend to the living, as the poet teaches 

us, ,vhen he says, .. Death is the gate to endless joy, the op

ening scenes to heaven," etc. If that thought be true, why, 

WHY do ,ve one and all, ,vhen we see the death angel hov

ering above our homes, do all we can to prevent his enter

ing our dwellings and taking our loved ones from us? Why 

do we not greet him as we do all our dear friends who come 

to our homes and say to him, "God bless you, take them 

home to glory"? It is because away down deep in our bet

ter, truer, more enlightened natures we do not believe a 

word of such a religious theory! 

If it is true that death is the opening gate to heaven for 
the righteous, it is equally true that it is the opening door to 

hell for the ungodly. Is such an idea pleasing for your mind 

to dwell upon, providing any of your relatives and friends 

were taken from the \vorld unprepared to go? As long as I 

have lived, I have never heard a person advocate this doc

trine who for a moment believed that any of his dear ones 

had gone to such a place. It is always the unfortunate across 

the way that has gone there. I cannot call to mind any 

' 
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marbl cut r ,, ho ha pl d hi pita h, .. n to 11 
on an:} tomb ton I , r ·amin d. \Yhy h uld h a 1 1 

not tni ? We all in our b r n1on1 nt 1-

. ou ly p rhap ) r a h ut be) ond our r Ii iou n 
and look upon d ath a an n m:'.) and n t a fri nd. Th 
Bible t a h thi if th h n1n book d Li 
la t en my that hall b d rayed i 1 
and ReY. :... :14. 

D th am int th i " orl d a a pun i h n t f r tr an -
gr ion (Gen. 3:19 nd n a r ,,ard f r ht ou ne . 

h n its mi ion i nd d, at d in rip u - hri 
come and destroy d ath. ·'I will ran om th m fr m th p \ -

r of the grave; I \\ ill r d n1 th m from d th: 0 d h, I 
will be thy plagu : gra\ I , ill b hy d tru tion. ' I-I 
13:14. , h all this work of hris if th r i nothin f par
ticular importan in th t mb x pt th hous in whi h 
th r al man one li\ d? 

'lan i mortal. ''Shall mortal n1 n b n1 r ju t han ?

Shall a man be mor pur than hi laker. Job 4:1 . rvtan 
must� k for immortalit} in ord r to obtain it, or p ri h in 
corruption. 2 Pet. 2:11-1.. ... "To th m who b) pati nt contin-
uanc in w 11 d in , ek for lor , h nor immortalit} 
nal life.'' i the r ward. Rom. 5:7. \\ hy k for imm rt 
or an.:thing el if \ air ady pos e s it? In1n1ortalit i r -
ceiYed and put on at th ppearin f Chri t wh n h r -
turns o arth. ''B hold, I show you am t r (It i no l n r 
a mystery after it i r v al d ), we hal1 n t 11 I p but we 
sha11 all be change d in a mom nt, in the twinkling of an ye 
(,vhen?), at th last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the d ad shall be rai din orruptible and, shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption and this mor
tal mu,t put on immortality, so wh n thi corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then (not b fore) shall be brou ht to pa . the 
saying that is ,vritten, D ath is swallowed up in victory." 1 
Cor. 15:51-54. "The first man Adam was made a living soul (not 
an immortal soul); the last Adam ( Christ) was n1ade a quick
ening Spirit. The first man (Adam) is of the earth earthy: 
the second man is the Lord from heaven. s we have borne 
the image of the earthy, ,ve shall (future) also bear the im
age of the hea, enly." 1 Cor. 15:45-49. But we cannot bear 

• 

• 

•

• 
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b th th arthl and the h a nl t th ame tim . Proof: 
I a , br hren that fl h and blood cannot inher-

it t kin dom of od." •Fir t that which is natural (or 
that ,vhich is piritual (or immortal)." 

to th th r comes, not at death 
cti n. But I hear > ou say, 

Bibl ays nothing about any ones 
d at that time. Y ou kno,v it is stated in 

faithful unto death and I will ive you a 
\\ n , m fri nd that i h promise. The faith-

f uln mu t n inue until d ath, but doe that determine 
the tim \\ h n the r ,vard i giv n? Certainly not. We must 
I ok to an th r rip ure to d t rmin that. Here it is: 'And 
b hold I m qui kl · and m r ward i with me to gi e to 

\ ery man accordin hi ,,. rk hall b . " Lev. 22:12. '•Be-
hold hi r \\ ard i with him and his work b fore him." Isa.40:10. 

I not this ufiicient proof to s ttle the point a to ,vhen 
m n are to re i, e their re,, ard for their deeds in thi life? 
But again you sa), It is stated by Christ in Nlatt. 5:12, ''Great 
is your rewaro in heaven." Becaus Christ at the tim He 
spoke the words, declared that the r ward was then in 
hea,·en, n1an) people have conclud d that they must �o there 
to obtain that r \vard; and th y ha e also mad up th ir 
minds that at death is a ver) good time to go. But because 
it is reserved (preserved) in heaven for you, does it follow 
that you must go there to obtain it? Paul in 2 Tim. 4:8, tells 
us just how he expects to secure his crown of life. Hear it: 
"Henceforth (from now on) there is laid up for me a cro\vn of 
righteousne , ,vhich the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that lo, e his appearing." Of ,vhat day is Paul speaking? The 
day of Christ's return. 

Should you receh e ,, ord from a Chicago banker that 
there is a large fortune reserved in his bank for you, would 
it be absolutely nece,sary for you to go to Chicago to secure 
that fortune? 

Where, then, are the re\vards to be given? '·Behold, the 
righteous shall be recompensed (in heaven? No.) in the earth, 

much more the wicked and the inner." Prov. 11:31. "Bless-
. 
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ed are the meek, for they shall (future) inh rit the earth." 
Matt. 5:5. "But the meek shall inherit the arth, and shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace." Psa. 37:11. 
How long shall the meek inherit this earthly possession? As 
yet they have never possessed and enjoyed many comer lot 
nor beauty spots of earth. Listen. • The righteous shall in
herit the land and dwell therein forever." Psa. 37:29. ' Th 
righteous shall never be removed." Prov. 10:30. If these stat 
ments be true, we see no opportunity for them to go to heav
en. But one says, Such a home, such a reward would b far 
too gross for me. 

0 consistency! Perhaps for more than half a century you 
have been struggling against thorns, thistles, disease, t ars, 
sorrow, pain and death, and yet, with all this b for you, you 
toil on striving to add acre to acre and farm to farm, never 
once feeling that these earthly possessions, though resting 
under the curse of God for the sins of man, are in the 
least degree gross. But when we give you the Bible picture 
of the earth 'made new,' the curse removed, a home where 
there are to be no more tears, sorrow, pain nor death (for 
the former things are passed away, behold I make all things 
new. Rev. 21:4-5.); and when we picture to you the city fair 
with streets of gold and gates of pearl, with river broad 
'where goes no galley with oars,' and in the midst of the city 
and on either side of the rivar the tree of life with its month
ly fruits, and God and the Lamb dwelling in it forever (Rev. 
22:23)--- all this perfection of beauty and glory, yet such a 
home is far too gross for you! 0 consistency! thou art a 
jewel! 

We will now answer a few objections often urged against 
our position. Time, and the size of this booklet will not per
mit us to answer all that might be urged against our posi
tion and which are as easily answered as those noted. 

First Objection. 

"Hath Everlasting Life." 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him." John 3:36. 

Here we have the possession of everlasting life depend-
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ing on a certain belief. Would believing or disbelieving a 

certain proposition change the nature of an individual be

ing? 'He that believeth hath everlasting life." Is it now in 
the believer's possession? No, is our answer. Where is now 

that life? Col. 3:7 answers the question. Listen. ''For you are 
dead ( to the world) and your (eternal) life is hid with Christ 
1n od. ' ot in our mortal bodies. 

Again in 1 John 5:11, "This is the record that God hath 
en to us (believer ) eternal life, and this life is (now in 

u ? o.) in his Son." It is not yet bestowed on us, but God
has promi d it to us if we ar faithful. When? When His
Son returns. · And this is the promise that he hath prom

ised us, et rnal life." 1 John 2:25. Again Christ says, "And
this is the will of him (the Father) that sent me that every

one which s th the Son and believeth on him may have ev
erlasting lif , and I ,viii raise him up (not bring him down)

at the last day." John 6:40. ''The wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Thus we see from the Bible that eternal life is a gift to only
a portion of th human family and is not a part of the present

nature of any man. You must know your Bible to under-

tand God. 
Away back in the garden of Eden, just after our first 

parents had disobeyed God's law in partaking of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil, 'Now lest (in that sinful condi

tion) he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life 
and eat and live forever (become immortal sinners), God 

drove man out of the garden and placed a flaming sword, 

which turned every way to guard the tree of life." Gen. 3: 
22-24. "Lest he also eat of it and live forever." Now please

tell 'us when man passed this flaming sword and partook of
the tree of life, thereby changing his nature from mortal to

immortal. �

Again in Matt. 19:16 we read of a young man who came
to Jesus, saying, "Good Master, ,vhat good thing shall I do

that I may have eternal life?" Did Jesus say to that young
man, "Son, you have that immortal life nature already in you"?

No; He said nothing of the kind, but He did say, '·Go, sell all

that you have and give to the poor and come follow me."

"But the young man went away sorrowful, for he had great
riches."
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As y , no n1 n h pa d th flamin \ rd and par-
taken of th tre of Ii f . 

·second Objection.
The Tran figuration. 

The ond p int th obj ct r urge i lhi . If Mo e 
and Elia ap· are:! ,, ith Chri t, Peter Jam and John on 
the mount of tran figurati n they mu t ha · r turn d fr m 
the pirit world." There i n thin of th kind n hint d 
at in all th Bibi . As Chri t and th apo ti \\ r oming 
do\\ n from th m untain af r th tran figur i n Je us 
charged th m saying, ·T ll th vi ion to n m n until th 
Son of m n b ris n from th d ad. 

J su called that cen , hi h inspired th h art f the 
apostl s ,vith joy, d votion, and a t ni hm n a I ION. 
Did he not kno\v? Is a vi ion a realit · or a r pr sentation 
of ,vhat ha b en or may b ? In t 10:11, P ter d clar s 
he sa,v h a n open and a c rtain v el d nding nt 
him as it had been a gr at h t knit at th four orn r and 
let do'tvn to the earth, ,vherein were all mann r of ·four-foot
ed beasts atid creeping thing::, and fo\vls of the air. And there 
came a voice to him, "Rise, Peter, kill and at." v'\ as all this 
a reality? And did Peter kill and eat as he wa commanded? 
In the 17th verse ,ve read, "While Peter aw all thi , he 
doubted in his mind \Vhat the vision should mean." We all 
know it was a vision, and yet it taught Peter a great fact, 
as he afterward stated. Again (Dan. 7:13-14), "I sa\v in-the 
night vision and behold on like the Son of man came ,vith 
the clouds of heaven and came to the ancient of days,· :and 
they brought him near before him, and there was giv n him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all p ople, nations 
and languages should serve and obey him." Was that \\ hich 
he saw a reality at the time Daniel saw it in his 'night dream'? 
Has the time yet arrived since the days of Daniel, \.Vhen "all 
nations, people and languages have served him"? But the 
time will come when that vision will become:a reality. The 
same is true of the vision on the mount of transfiguration. 
Jesus there revealed to his three disciples the glory and 

· power of his coming kingdom.

Be careful how you hear, what you hear, and how you 
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r ad and do not jump at conclu ions in order to ustain a 

th or of long tanding. Error is of no account to any one, 

but tru h ld n to all and lo nothing by examination 

and ·p ur t he light of inv stiaation. 

Third Objection. 
The Thief on the Cross. Lu. 23:42-43. 

xt w will , nture to notice the oft rep ated and much 

abu d r qu f the d) ing thief on the cro . 

ppr a h the subject ,v are reminded of a sign 

rp nt r n hung out O\ r hi hop door. It read as fol

lo\\ 11 kind of \\ i ting and turning don h r ." It is 

mu h th n1 1n r ard to th abo\ e quotation by many 

r ligi u ,,
r

p und r . 

Th pl inn f th requ t and th promi giv n are 

appar nt to any n desirin the truth that ,ve shall con-

u111 , r) littl tim and space in i's consideration. The 

pa ag r f rr d t r ads as folio\, s: "Lord, remember me 

,vhen thou om t into thy kingdom." Rem mber the exact 

languag of the r quest. It was not, When thou goest to 

h a\en r m mb r me; but, When thou comest (back) into 

thy kingdom Lord, remember me. "And Jesus said unto him, 

Verily I a) unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in par

adise. ' \iVith many, these "ords fore er settle th question 

and prov tha all good people go to heaven as soon as they 

die, notwithstanding the many passages of scripture ,ve have 

already quoted to the contrary. Well, let me say this and re

member the same: If the thief went to paradise, or heaven, 

THAT day, he \Vent alone. Proof: On the morning of the 

resurrection, when Mary sought the grave of Jesus to anoint 

his body and found the tomb empty, Christ appeare.d before 

her and said, 'Mary." She turned toward him and said, 

"Master." Jesus said, "Touch me not for I have not yet as

cended to my Father." John 20:16-17. Did Christ tell Mary 

the truth and deceive the thief in not going to paradise with 

him on the day of his death, as orthodoxy teaches he prom

ised? The word 'today' was used, not to denote the time 

when the request was to be granted, as many claim, but to 

give emphasis to the words of the promise. The thief did not 

ask for a home 1n heaven, nor to go to paradise; but his 
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gr t desire , a , "Lord, rememb r me wh n thou omest 

into thy kin dom.' Their condition and surr undin s on th 

day of their crucifi.·ion did not warrant th th u ht that 

th Y were about to njoy a home of lor j y and happine 

in paradi . Oh, no not that; but aft r th uff rin on th 

cros is ov r; after the dark night of death i pa t; aft r th 

resurr ction morn ha come, ''Lord, r 1n mb r m \ h n 

thou comest into thy kingdom." Thi thi f m d to kn ,v 

som thing bout Christ's ing int a 'f r untr t r -

ceiv for himself a kingdom" from th Fath r and th n t 

return as Kin r ord d in Matt. 13:34. It \\ s th t 

point of tim that th thi f a ked to be r m m r d. 

The ori inal scriptur ontain d no pun tuati n m r 

Our system of pun tuation , as in nt d b ldu anu

tiu , a print r of V nice in the 15th ntury nd i n t in-

pired. w· therefore ha a righ t plac th mm af r 

today' inst d of b for it. This i s th tru m anin f 

th Sa ior' answ r and makes the p .......... , ... ,.... h rmoniz 

,vith other criptures instead of c n radictin th m nd 

cording to Roth rham's translation. 

ut ri h h r I hear you ask, If Chri t did not o, i th 

the thief to paradise on the day of their cru ifixion, wher 

did h go? W r ad in Matt. 27 th t "Wh n the n \J a 

com ," Jos ph took J sus from th cross nd 1 id him in hi 

O\vn ne\v tomb, and a seal ,vas pla d up n the door. If 

J sus did no r main in that tomb the followin thr day 

and nights, but ,vent to paradise wi h th thi f or � n to 

pr ach to the antediluvian world tha peri h d centuri b -

fore, then th words of th Savior spoken t the Pharise s 

and recorded in Matt. 12:40 could not be tru . Th y read as 

follows: "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in 

the whale's belly, so the Son of man must b thre days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth." 

We think Jonah did very little missionary work for the 

people of Nineveh during the time he was in the whale's 

belly. As the Roman seal was not broken and the door of 

Christ's tomb was not opened until angel hands roll d away 

the stone from the door of the sepulcher on the morning of 

that third day, we think Christ's journey with the thief to 

paradise, or his missionary effort among th 'spirits in pris

on,' the inhabitants of the old world, must have been very 
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short and greatly disappointing to all. Oh, ive us the Bible 
and the words of Jesus and not th ory without proof. 

ow, a few ·words about paradise that ,ve hear o much 
bout. That word is found only thr e times in the Bible. The 

fir t occurrence of the word is found in Luke 23:43 as pre
viously quoted. 'I knew such a man, ,vhether in the body 

r out of the body I ann t tell (God kn v th), how that 1 e 
, cau h up ( nal h cl a ,--- iaglott) t the third h a -

n." How h was cau h up into paradise and h ard un peak
word ,vhi h it i not la\vful for a m  n to utter. Th 

1 ir u f he word i in Rev. 2:7. 'He th hath an car to 
h r, I t him h ar wha the Spirit aith unto the church . 
T him hat overcom th will I giv to eat of the tree of life 
, hi h i in the mid t f the paradise of od." Thi tr e 
, hich i h r sp k n of being in the mid t of the paradise 

f d w at th da, n f creati n placed in the garden of 
n on h earth n no in hea n abo . Gen. 3:22. We 

l n w of n account in all the book of Go of its bein tran -
porled to any o h r lim . The tr of life and paradise have 

r b n arth' 1n l beautiful and valuabl adorning . In 
arth Ed nic tat , the tree of lif was there, and paradi e 

\\ a there, OT in heav n. And when lhe ne,v earth's con
diti n ppears to gladden the hear of the overcomer , it ,vill 
th n be there. Rev. 2:7. "To him that overcometh will I give 

o at of the tree of life which is in the midst of the para
dise of God." Then the prayer of the penitent thief, "Lord, 
r member me ,vhen thou comest into thy kingdom," will be 
answered. 

Fourth Objection. 
The Third H aven and Paradise. 

ow for a few moments let us look at the third hea en 
and paradise of which Paul sp aks in 2 Cor. 12:2-4, ,vhich 
reads as follows: "I knew a n1an in Christ about fourteen 
years ago, whether in the body or out of the body I cannot 
tell, God knows, such a one caught. up (snatched away,---Di
aglott) into par�dise and heard unspeakable \vords ,vhich it 
is not lawful for a man to utter.'' 

From these words of Paul it is clain1 d by many that 
i> v n a 'l(l p:i a :lis-:.. . poken c,f her are one and the an1
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place; and that heaven is a kind of a thr n 
above the other, the third on b in p r d f 
all the saints. That the third h a n and r h at d paradi 
are inseparably connected w are fr t dmi and b Ii 
but we do not accept the p pular on1bi1 ti I nd rr n -
ment of them. 

Does the Bible t ach a thr ab 

another? No, it doe not. L t u n 1 
scriptures have them arrang d. d 
three heavens and three earthly condi i n and r 1n 
which they occur. That order i v ry diff r n fr m th on 
given in these days. 

Here is the Bible order. r thi U h 
verse 3) are \Villingly ignorant of (w find u 
by the word of .God the h aven \Vere of old n. - ) and 
theJearth:standing out of the water and in h w t r; wh r -
by the ,vorld that then \Vas being ov rfl , d , i th "' ter 
perished." 2 Pet. 3:1-7. 

Here is the firs(heaven-and arth, d r y d by wat r. 
"But the heavens and the arth whi h ar n , , by th n1 
,vord (of God) are-kept in stor , re rved unt fir again t 
the day :of judgment and perdition of ungodly m n." Here i 
the second heaven and earth, to be d troy d by fir . ' N v
ertheless we, according to his promi ( R n1. : 1-27), 1 k 
for�a new heaven-and a new arth, wh r in dw 11 th ri ht
eousness." 2 Pet. 3:13. "And I saw a n w h a n and a ne,, 
earth," etc. Rev. 21:1. Here we find the th third h aven and 
third earth, not a three storied edifice, on story abov an-
other, but one follo,ving the other in succ ion until th 
third heaven ·and earth ·a ppear, "wher in dw lleth ri hteous
ness." There again the tree of life is found growin in the 
midst of the paradise of God, Rev. 2:7, as in Ed n of old once 
more yielding its fruit every month for th healing of the 
nations. Rev. 21:1-2. Is not this harmonious teaching far 
better than theory without any evidence? Then walk ye in 
it, and teach the same glorious truth that cannot b denied 
or overthrown. 

Fifth Objection. 
Spirits in Prison. 1 Pet. 3:19-21. 

This passage of scripture is often popularly and confi
dently used as proof of a present spiritual world whcr de-
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p rted spirit con r gat can hear, understand, and receive 

instru ti n fr m pirit teach rs. If there are spirits in a 

piri land that as yet ha never been located by any one, its 
rding to the Bible, have but little to do and 

ar n f doing that. What ay the scriptures on 
thi p int? Li t n: 'Whatso v r thy hand findeth to do, do 
it \ ith th mi ht ( b qui k and earnest about it. Why?); for 
th r i no w rk nor d , nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the gr \ (no h n or h 11) whith r thou goest." Eccl. 9:10. 

t ry I u h bu in s oing on in the grave where we lay 

ur d ad a rdin t the Bible. But to the text. It reads as 

f llo 
F r Chri t al o nee suff red for sin, the just for the 

unju t that h mi ht bring u to God, being put to death in 
th flesh but qui k n d (mad aliv ) by the Spirit; by which 

al n and pr hed unto th pirits in prison; \Vhich 

n im w r di b dient, ,vhen once the long suffering of 

d , aited in th d ys of Noah while the ark ,vas a prepar

ing, ,vher in f ,v, th t is, ight souls wer.e saved by water." 

Here is th wonderful spirit passage in all its spirit ful

ne and al o in it simplicity, and what have we? Let us ex

an1ine and see. 
Fir t, it is stat d that Christ suffered for sin, the just for 

th unjust. H uff red by being put to death in the flesh, 

but h ,va quickened (or made alive) by the Spirit of God . 

Second, By which (Spirit, not personality),·--by the same 

Spirit of God which brought his Son from the grave, Christ 

,vas nabled to do son1ething more. What was it? Answer: 

It enabled Christ to go and preach to the spirits in prison. 

When and ,vhere did Christ ( by God's Spirit) do that preach

in ? is now the question. 
We are v ry confidently told by many le�rned teachers 

that it was during the time between his death and the hour 

of his resurrection, and that the spirits to whom he preached 

\V r the spirits of those destroyed by the• flood in Noah's 

da). Let us see if this popular theory is true. It is stated in 

the t xt just when that preaching was done and to whom 

the message ,vas deliv red. Listen: "When once (at one 

tim ) the long suff ring of God waited in the days of Noah, 

,vhile the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 

souls were saved by water." 
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That was the tim \\ hen, and the place \-vher th prea h
ing by Chri t through Noah and th Spirit of God took place, 
thereby condemning them to death b au of th ir r je t
ing the warning m sage d livered unto th m. Do you get 
the thought? If not, read the pa sage a1n nd ,vha 
you find. It has be n said, 'He ,vho ha th darke t vi ion 
is the one who will not see." Enough i b tt r than mor . 

. Sixth Objection. 
The House of Many Mansion 

"Let not your heart be troubled; y beli v 1n God, be
lie e also in me. In my Father' hou ar man mansions; 
if it were not so, I ,vould have told you. I go t prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and pr par a plac for you, I will 
come again and receive you unto my lf; that ,vh r I am, 
there ye may be also." John 14:1-2. 

This is a very popular text and often h n t 1ve c m- -
fort to mourning f ri nd in th hour of sorro,v. Th thought 
they derive and b li v th y are ju tifi d in d ri ing, from 
this text i thi : 

Chri t, v.rhen he left this ,vorld, went to h aven to pre
pare a plac for hi chosen on s in that house of many man-

ions; and that at d ath he co1ne to ,vaft th m home to glory 
to enjoy a place he has prepared for his peopl . 'If I go a,vay, I 
1Vill come (back) again and receive you unto myself; that 
,vhere I am, ther y may be also.'' B caus he has gone to 
heaven to pr pare a house of many mansions (apartments) 
for the saints, does it follo,v that it is to be erected and re
main ,vhere it is being prepared, to all eternity? And that 
the righteous are to go there at death, or at any other time 
in order to enjoy its beauty and grandeur? We answer no. 
Let us giv you an illustration. When Solomon would pre
pare a temple with its many mansions, or compartments, in· 
,vhich his people could serve and ,vorship God, he sent thous
ands of men into the fore�ts of Lebanon and the marble 
quarries, and there formed the beams, timbers and marble 
pillars. \Vhen all ,vas prepared and p rfected, did Solomon 
rear the temple there? No. When all was ready, all the parts 
of the temple were transported to the city of Jerusalem and 
then, without so8nd of ax, hammer or any tool (1 Kings 7: 
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1-7), it a1 p ared in all its beauty and grandeur. So it will be
wi h th h e af many mansion which Christ has gone in
l th "f r cot:ntry'' to prepare. And as Solomon brought the
t mple t J ru_al m, Christ too, ,vill bring the temple ( the
hou � o m m n ions) down to earth _,vhere his people
m y d r 1 for ver and ,vh r the nations may bring their
glory and honor into th city, as shown in Rev. 21:24-27, and
a pictur d in different ymbols in the scriptures. One of
these d s ripti e passag we will quote in full (Rev. 21:2-3).
'And I, John, sa,v h Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her hu and. nd I heard a great voice out of heaven
· yin hold, th ab rna I of God is \\ith men, and he
, ill a, 11 ,vith th m, nd the) hall be his people, and God
him If hall b \ ith hen,, and be their God." When the

1 it th n w J ru al m, comes down from God out of 
n, nd th tab rnacl of God, ,vith its many mansions, 

a1 p r in h n , rth onditions, and Christ is there with 
l i p o I , and 'G d himself' hall be with them as above
tat d, , h \: ill th r b left in heaven for man to visit or
njoy? It is \ h n J sus r turns, that the people of God are to

b r ward d, and not on at a tin1e as d ath claims them. 
"I "ill ome again and receiv you unto myself, that 

\\ here I am, ther ) e may be also." The enjoyment of what 
Christ ha one to pr par for his p ople, according to the 
language here u ... cd, all depends upon his return. When he 
returns, v here is he? You say on earth. True. Then if the 
many n1ansions he has gone to prepare are forever in heaven, 
they certainly are beyond the reach of Chri�t and his people 

ver to enjoy; for there is not a single text in all the Bible 
that teaches that Jesu will ever return to heaven after his 
s cond coming; but there are many passages, as we have al

ready shown, that he brings his reward ,vith him when he 
comes. One of these I will quote once more, and close this 
chapter on th 14th of John. "B hold I come quickly, ai:id my 
r ward is with me to gi, e to every man according as his 
,vork shall be." Rev. 22:12. He comes to earth the second 
tin1e to reward all and not to transport any to heaven. 

l{now ,, hat lour Bible teaches, obey the same, and all 
will be \.Vell. 

"King of kings, his s,vay extending 
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Ov r all earth's wid domain; 

Ju tice, love and lif un nding, 

Bring back Paradi again. 

J u co1ne , earth's rightful rul r, 

Ev ry kne to hirn shall bend. 

P ac hall flo,v, a g ntl riv r, 

Lif and joy shall know no nd. ' 

•
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